
45 The Book of Romans 

ROMANS 
 
In the book of Romans, we have basic doctrine of the cross, of what has been accomplished for us at 
Calvary.  The book of Romans is in three sections, three basic divisions. 
 
I.  Chapters 1 – 8   Salvation 

A.  Chapters 1 – 5    Justification is the first foundation stone.  Justification by grace through faith 
in the finished work of Jesus Christ:  absolute complete and total righteousness available to every 
person that will believe simply on the basis of the finished work of Jesus  
Christ at Calvary. 

 
The ramifications and the security of the believer come from there. It is clearly laid out. You cannot miss 
it.  The average believer you will deal with is somebody who has never gotten through the first four 
chapters of the book of Romans.  It is fascinating how often, as a pastor, you have to sit down with 
people and go back to Romans 3 and start there.  It is a basic issue.  If you try to build a tall building and 
you do not have a good foundation under it, you are shot.  You must have a solid foundation first:  
justification.    
   
 B.  Chapters 6 – 8 Sanctification   
 
II.  Chapters   9 – 11 Dispensational Issues (Israel) 
III. Chapters 12 – 16 Practical applications. 

 
In Romans, there are four foundations:  four building blocks.  Chapters 1 through 5 are the foundation of 
justification by grace. 
 
Chapters 6 through 8 are the program of grace.   
 
Chapters 9 through 11 are dispensational.  This section is national, and has to do with what has 

happened to the nation Israel now that God has changed the program.  What is their status in the 
changed period?  Paul explains that to you in Romans 9 to 11, so you understand what Israel’s status is.  
You can understand that you are not Israel, you did not replace them.  God is not through with them.  
 
Chapters 12 through 16 are the fourth foundation.  It is the practical section where you get practical 
instructions in living in the age of grace.  In the Old Testament under the law program God told them 
everything to do, all the details of their life:  who they could live next to, what clothes they could wear, 

what kind of food they could eat, what kind of vehicle they could drive, (they didn’t have cars, they had 
vehicles).  Everything about their life was regulated, and they had freedom to choose only within finely 
defined parameters.  Today we do not have those laws and regulations.  He treated them like children. 
He treats us like adults, but adults need practical instruction in how to apply our sonship walk.  So you 
find that in Romans 12 through 16.   
 
At the end of each one of these sections when he begins to conclude them, Paul has sort of a summary 

area.  Chapter 5:1-11 is the summary area for the first section:  “All this that I have taught you, see how 
it works in your life.” 
 

Romans 5:9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him. 
10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son… 
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In the death of the Lord Jesus Christ, you and I are reconciled to God.  That is, the blood of Jesus Christ 
takes down the barrier between God and me, and now I am reconciled.  Much more:  there is more than 
that to salvation.  Many times people will get the first step of justification, and never get the next one.  
The death of Christ has broken down all the barriers.  Chapters 1 to 5 explain to you how the death of 
Christ at Calvary, the blood of Christ, liberates you and sets you free.  Your sins are forgiven, and the 
load of guilt is gone:  justified, declared righteous, eternal life is given to you; but there is much more 
than that.   
 
Being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.  Not only are we united in the death of Christ, but we are 
also united in His life.  Now chapters 6, 7, and 8 explain how the life of Christ lives in you now; and how 
you have been equipped on planet earth right now where you are, to live for God’s glory, dead to sin, 
and alive unto God. 
 
Chapters 9 through 11 are about Israel:  what happened to Israel during this Dispensation of Grace.  
Chapters 12 through 16 are practical application.  All of Romans is doctrine:  explanation about what God 
has accomplished at Calvary for us.  
 
Romans is written by Paul when he is in Corinth.  If you want a commentary on the book of Romans, I do 
not know of a better one than Mr. Cornelius Stam’s Commentary on the Epistle of Paul to the Romans.  It 
is pretty obvious that he writes the book of Romans somewhere in Acts 20:1-3.  That is when he goes to 
get the collection.  You can’t prove it, but the indication is that the way the church was established was 
by Paul’s converts going there and establishing it.  The reason Paul writes the book of Romans is to 
establish them in the doctrine that he is preaching and that he is teaching.  The book of Romans is a 
doctrinal treatise on salvation.   
 
The book of Romans was delivered to the Roman church by a Christian business woman by the name of 
Phoebe. 
 
The book is written to the saints at Rome:  three local churches - but one body. 
 
The book of Romans is the foundation leading to Ephesians, yet there is a unit.  You can’t divide them 
apart.  They are one. 
 
The Romans are basically Gentiles.  The book is basically written to Gentile believers.  Romans in the 
Bible is synonymous with Gentiles. 
 
The book of Romans is written to the people who are the usurpers in Daniel 2 in the prophetic program.  
Those people took Israel into captivity.   
 
God Almighty gave Israel to be the ruler over the nations, did He not?  In 606 B.C., Israel went into 
captivity to Babylon.  Babylon, then Media-Persia, then Greece, and Rome rule over them, holding the 
whole world in bondage and usurping the land from Israel.  I want you to see the dispensational 
significance.  When you get to the book of Romans, Paul is writing to the very people who, in the 
prophetic program, are the usurpers.  What has happened is that the mystery has interrupted the 
prophetic program.  When it did, it took the very people that were the usurpers and made them God’s 
people.   
 
In Romans we are dealing with the mystery.  Do not let someone come along and tell you that you are 
still in the prophetic program.  If you’re still in the prophetic program, the usurpers would be the 
outcasts.  The prophetic program (Daniel 2) has been interrupted, and the people that are in charge of 
running and usurping the authority from God’s people and who are in charge of the times of the Gentiles, 
from the first coming to the second coming, he is writing to.  The mystery has interrupted what is going 
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on, and made those very people, God Almighty’s people.  The prophetic program has been interrupted 
today, and is not being carried out, and is not functioning.   
 
It is tremendously important that the first epistle Paul writes is to the very people into whose hands, 
politically, Israel had fallen. 
 
Romans explains to you the whole problem created by the book of Acts.  The times of the Gentiles began 
politically at the point we read about in Daniel 2.  The political control and rulership by the Gentiles—
what Jesus calls in Luke 21 “the times of the Gentiles”—began in Daniel 2.  The details are given, and its 
course is explained.    

 
In like manner in the book of Romans the times of the Gentiles begins spiritually, and the details and the 
course is explained in Paul’s epistles.  The doctrinal basis of the age in which we live—the times of the 
Gentiles spiritually—is explained in Romans.   
 
When Babylon took over Israel (Daniel 2), there were three different assaults on Israel before they took 
them completely.   
 
There was King Zedekiah.  They slew his sons and put out his eyes and led him captive to Babylon.  Do 
you remember something like that happening in the book of Acts when the dispensation of grace began?  
In Acts 13 Paul begins to preach to a Gentile named Paul, and a Jew withstands him, and that Jew is 
blinded by God Almighty.  The times of the Gentiles politically and spiritually began with blind Jews.  Not 
only that, they begin with a three-fold withdrawal of God’s blessings.  There are three distinct steps 
where God’s blessings are withdrawn to begin the times of the Gentiles politically.  I’m trying to get you 
to see the dispensational significance of Romans. 
 
Though Romans was the last of the Acts epistles written, it is placed first in your Bible (of Paul’s 
writings), in order to give you that orientation.  The book of Romans is a doctrinal treatise on the issue of 
salvation.  The theme of the book is in chapter 1 verses 16 and 17: justification by faith alone. 
 
Paul adds the capstone to progressive revelation with the book of Romans.  He is given information about 
the cross that no one else ever knew.  People in Time Past knew about the cross.  Progressively, God 
revealed more and more and more information about the cross.  It was not until Paul that the completion 
of that revelation was made known.  Paul is given the capstone, the last installment of progressive 
revelation in his gospel. “But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested.”   

 
OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF ROMANS 
 
A) Chapters 1 - 8    DOCTRINAL:  An exposition of the cross work of Christ:  all that was accomplished at 
Calvary for you and for me. 

 
Chapter 1:18 - 3:20  - The Doctrine of Condemnation 
Chapter 3:21 - 5:11  - The Doctrine of Justification.  The issue here is sins 
Chapter 5:12 - 8:18  - The Doctrine of Sanctification  The issue here is sin 
Chapter 8:19 - 39     - The Doctrine of Glorification 
  
He doesn’t detail what the glorification is going to be, but he gives you the doctrinal basis and assurance 
of future glorification.  You get the details of sanctification in chapter 6, 7, and the first part of 8; the 
details of justification in 3:21 to 5:11; the details of condemnation in 1:18 to 3:20. 
   
There is a division that you need to be real careful to notice.  In 3:21 to 5:11 the issue is sins.  In 5:12 to 
8:18 the issue is sin, and you need to be careful to notice the difference.  E. W. Bullinger said that if you 
fail to notice that from chapter 5 verse 11 to chapter 5 verse 12, that the subject changes from sins to 
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sin, you have never studied the book of Romans properly.  Sins are the things that you do, the fruit.  Sin 
is your nature; it’s the root cause of the problem.  Paul does not just deal with our sins and show us we 
have a right standing before God, but he also deals with our old sin nature—the real problem.  We sin 
because we are sinners.  We are not sinners because we sin.  The reason we sin is that we have a bad 
nature; we are wrong inside. 

 
What you’ll find in 3:21 to 5:11 is how God takes care of our sins and has given us a perfect, complete 
standing - a right standing before God.  Then in 5:12 to 8:18, Paul  teaches us how we’ve been given 
perfect and complete sanctification, that is, deliverance practically from our old sin nature, how we can 
walk in the Spirit, free from the condemnation of the law and free from the flesh. 
 
B) Chapters 9 - 11   NATIONAL ISRAEL:  An explanation of the status of the nation Israel during the 

dispensation of grace. 
 
C) Chapters 12 - 16    PRACTICAL:  Application of the principles of grace in the believer’s life. 
 
There are two great historic narratives referred to in the book of Romans: 
 In Romans 1 he refers to Babel and its rebellion.  
 In Romans 5 verse 12 and following, he refers to Adam and his fall. 
 
When we outlined the book, I told you that chapter 1:18 to chapter 5:11 is a section in the book of 
Romans.  It deals with the issue of sins.  It deals with our justification from sins. 
 
Then beginning at chapter 5 verse 12 to the end of chapter 8 it deals with the issue of sin—the old sin 
nature. 
   
Each of these two sections begins with a historic narrative.  That is, it begins with a  reference to a 
specific time in history and things that happened then that affect our status before God. 
   
In chapter one he refers to Babel and the rebellion that culminated at Babel, and the fact that God gave 
them up to walk in their own ways; and the “times of ignorance” began at that point.   
 
In Romans 5 he refers to Adam and the fall of man.  He deals with the issue of the old sin nature in 
chapters 5, 6, 7, and 8. 
 
In Romans 1, 2, 3, and 4 he is dealing with the issue of sins (plural). 
 
The issue that comes up at Babel is the issue of idolatry.  That is why he is dealing with it this way.  
Idolatry in its very essence, the very heart of it is putting something in the place of God.  That is what 
sins are.  At the very heart of that is idolatry.  As you minister, preach, and teach you are going to find 
more and more that you are in a battle against a religious system that encompasses mankind.  If you 
stop to battle all the other little things along the way, you will be diverted from the real battle that is ours 
today. 
 
Now we get into the book of Romans, and the first thing we come to in Romans is the ministry of the 
apostle Paul.  It is the natural thing to follow Acts.  In Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, you had John the 
Baptist, the earthly ministry of Christ, and the new offer to the nation Israel.  The Kingdom is at hand.  
Then the King is crucified, resurrected; and the offer of the Kingdom is made to the nation Israel.  They 
reject it, and through the fall of Israel salvation goes to the Gentiles.  When you come to the end of the 
book of Acts you have seen that the middle wall of partition is fallen, the nation Israel has been indicted, 
and set aside. 
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 And then you say what now?  Well, you have Paul’s ministry.  But what was Paul doing in Acts in those 
Gentile churches?  You don’t really know until you come to his epistles; they explain it for you.  You get 
the details of what Paul taught not in the book of Acts, but in his epistles.  One of the rules you want to 
remember is that we do not interpret the Pauline epistles in light of the book of Acts.  You interpret the 
book of Acts in light of Paul’s epistles.   
 
If you want to know what Paul is teaching in Acts 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, you don’t look in the book 
of Acts to find it; because the book of Acts is not written for the purpose of telling you what Paul was 
teaching.  The book of Acts is written for the purpose of showing you the indictment against the nation 
Israel, why God Almighty set the nation Israel aside, why the program in Acts 2 on the day of Pentecost 
was carried on back there, and why that program that was there when Acts began is not there when Acts 
ends.  If you want to know what Paul taught in the book of Acts, you look at his Acts epistles:  Romans, 
Corinthians, Galatians, and the two Thessalonian epistles, and find out what he taught.  If you want to 
know what he knew, read the books he wrote, and he will tell you what he knew. 
 
When you come to Paul’s epistles, (Romans through Philemon), doctrinally you have come to the doctrine 
that is to and about us.  All the Bible is for us, but all the Bible is not to us, nor is it all about us.  In 
Romans to Philemon you have come to that special portion of the Word of God that is both to us and 
about us.  All of the Word of God is for us; Paul’s epistles are more than for us; they are to us, and about 
us. 
 
Here is the progression of doctrine: 
   

1. In Romans you are dead with Christ and risen with Him.  You are one with Him in His death and 
in His resurrection. 
2. In Ephesians you are seated with Him in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, participating in His 
authority in heavenly places—in the heavenly government. 
3. In Thessalonians you are caught up with Him.  You will be caught up with Him forever to be with 
the Lord.  
4. In Timothy and Titus you are fellowshipping together in the local assembly. 

 
 

* Romans—You see how to be saved and equipped to live for Him right now in time, on planet 
Earth. 
* Ephesians—We learn of the agency we are a part of, who we are, where we are going, and what 
we are going to do when we get there. 
* Thessalonians—Paul gives the details of how we are actually going to get there. 
* Pastoral Epistles—Paul  gives us the issues of practical godliness. 

 
The word godliness is God-like-ness.  That is a translation of a word that means good worship.  Proper 
worship today is God-like-ness in your life.  The word worship is an interesting word.  We say we have a 
worship service.  What is worship?  It is not what you do between 10:45 and noon in church on Sunday.  
Worship:  write it down, and then write below it the word worth; worth-ship becomes worship:  what 
something is worth to you, what God is worth to me—that is the meaning of worship. 
 
There is also a spiritual progression through each of these books. Watch growth take place.  
 

* You begin as a believing Roman, you are born.  That is where you start.   
* Then you are a carnal Corinthian.  You are a baby, (I Corinthians 3:1-3 as babes in Christ.).  You 
are still like a baby.   
* Then you become “O foolish Galatians.”  That is the young man, the teenage status.  You are 
beginning to learn what life is all about.   
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* Then you become a man, a faithful Ephesian.  (Ephesians 1:1 to the saints and the faithful in 
Christ Jesus.)  Now you are grown, able to function as a mature saint. 
* Then there is the obedient Philippian.  (Philippians 2:12 “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have 
always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence.”)   
* Then you have the loving Colossian.  These guys were workers.  Paul talks about their love being 
made known.  They are older:  parent status.  
* Then you have old age in Thessalonica, where you have the expectant Thessalonians. 

 
That is the spiritual progression as you go through there.   I say to you again, if you just read the books 
the way they are in your Bible you will have that growth to maturity.  
 

The key word in Romans is righteousness. 
The key word in I Corinthians is wisdom. 
The key word in II Corinthians is comfort. 
The key word in Galatians is faith. 
The key word in Ephesians is riches. 
The key word in Philippians is gain. 
The key word in Colossians is fill. 
The key word in I Thessalonians is working.   
The key word in II Thessalonians is waiting. 
 

The structure is real important.  That is the design that we are involved in at Grace School of the Bible, 
working our way through this process going through this material.  That is the way the doctrine is to be 
assimilated today if you want to understand your Bible, and get the profit out of your Bible that God put 
in that Book for you.  That is the way to get it. 
  

 
 
Each time you study a book, you need to be aware of the style of the communication, because it affects 
the way you will study that part of the Bible.  Make particular note of this.  When you come to the books 
of Romans through Philemon, and Hebrews through Jude, you are in a very unique style of 
communication.  An epistle is more than just a letter in the sense of being written from one person to 
another.  It is that, but it is far more than just that.  That style of writing is designed to communicate 
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doctrine.  It is the style of an educator.  In Greek culture it was the style that a teacher would use to 
write to his students that were not present with him at the time.  Anyone in Paul’s day that picked up one 
of his epistles knew exactly what it was.  They did not think of it as just a letter from a missionary or 
such.  They understood that it was an epistle, a communication from an educator to his students 
informing them of things they should know.  It was the system of adult education. 
 
Until you come to the epistles in the Bible, you do not have systems that are technically adult education.  
The way you teach children is to tell them stories, and sing them songs.  You do not just stand with a 
chalk board, draw the didactic information up on the board, and expect them to logically assimilate it.  
You show them by acting it out, doing little skits or plays.  That is what you have in the Bible until you 
come to the epistles.  Now there is an adult education style. 
 
All epistles follow a format of which you need to be aware: 
 
 1.  Introduction 
 2.  Body 
 3.  Conclusion 
 
The introduction and conclusion of epistles are very important.  The body is where the meat of the 
material is, but in the introduction you find information pertinent to the understanding of the body.  The 
introduction sets the tone, and tells you what to expect in the body of the communication.  The 
conclusion on the other hand, does that from the other end.  It shows the application of the material in 
the body of the epistle.  At times we read over the introduction real fast in order to get to the meat; and 
when we get to the heart of the body, we have not gained the mind set we need to have when we get 
there.   
 

 

Greeting 

 

Romans: 1 60ad 

If you wanted a title for chapter 1 of Romans, it would be “Man’s Ruin.”   
 
In Paul’s ministry God has changed the status of the world dispensationally.  No longer is God recognizing 
fleshly distinctions.  Remember how we draw the right division chart on the board.  In time past there is 
a distinction between the circumcision and the uncircumcision.  That distinction is in existence when 
Christ is on the earth.  It is in existence when He ascends up.  And it is in existence in early Acts when 
the apostles go out.  But Israel in her exalted position, God concludes them in unbelief, and casts them 
aside, and puts them down on an equal plain with the Gentiles, and sends Paul out to all men without the 
distinction.   
 

Today we go out in the dispensation of grace which was revealed to Paul.  The Lord Jesus Christ gives 
Paul a new apostleship that has to do with going out to all men without any distinction between them.  
Paul works under a different program from them, preaches a different message, and has a different 
apostleship, a different commission unrestricted in any way.   
 
God has changed the situation.  He is no longer dealing with man through Israel, but is now dealing with 
all on an equal basis.  It is very important that you understand that Paul in the first part of Romans is 

settling the issue of his distinct apostleship before he goes on to describe the gospel committed to him.   



 
Paul has a different message.  It is the capstone of all that had ever been made known about the 
predictions about the death, burial, and resurrection of the Messiah.  He takes those predictions and 
gives the light of God’s intention in them, and all that God has accomplished.   
 
Paul has an unrestricted apostleship.  No longer is there a distinction.  Now God has through the casting 
away of Israel, made it possible for all men to be saved on an absolute totally equal basis.  Notice that he 
said, “I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not.” People were questioning and denying Paul’s apostleship 
even in his own day.  He was having to defend his apostleship against accusations he was lying when he 
said he had been given a different ministry from the twelve.  When he said he had a different program 
from the twelve, they said he was a liar.  When he said he had a different apostleship and commission 
from the twelve, they said he was a liar.  So Paul has to affirm the reliability of his claims:  “I speak the 
truth in Christ, and lie not,” because many were challenging the claims.  It’s the same way today.  When 
you try to make known Paul’s apostleship in your ministry people will say the same thing about you.  
They will oppose what you say, and they will call you a liar just as they called the apostle Paul a liar.  
They are going to oppose Paul’s apostleship today just as they did in his day.  But we know the truth of 
it, because it is the Word of God.  It is truth, it is not a lie; so we are confident in it. 
 
By the time you get to verse 16, in the first 15 verses, the introduction to the book of Romans, Paul has 
settled the details of his distinctive apostleship.  He wants them to understand that he has not been able 
to get to them, but it’s not because he was not sent to them.  He was sent out with an unrestricted 
apostleship to all nations, and he was sent to them.  And he wants them to understand that he didn’t 
come to them not because they weren’t dear to his heart, because they were.  Circumstances had 
hindered him. 
    
Then in verse 16 he is ready to spell out the details of the gospel of grace that are committed to him, so 
that these people might be established in the matter of justification.  Paul knew what God’s design for 
the edification of the believer’s soul was.  In fact it is in his epistles that it is spelled out; and in this 
epistle of Romans above all others it’s spelled out exactly:  what God’s design for the edification of the 
believer is, and Paul is going to follow that design in the book of Romans.  That is the reason we’re 
studying Romans to get basic Bible doctrine.  The reason we are not studying Systematic Theology is 
because we are following Paul’s design in his epistles, laid out clearly for us, believing that that is the 
proper approach to take.  If you want to see a person edified, it would be logical to follow the design God 
gives you in His Word, and that’s what we’re doing.   
 
Now Paul is going to do that. He is through the introduction, and he is beginning to lay out in a sort of 
capsule form, the theme of what he is going to say in the rest of the book.  The Romans were not 
unstabilized believers.  They had some very good teachers in their midst.  Paul had not led them to the 
Lord; the church had been established by others, yet they were not ignorant of what was going on.  They 
were aware of his Gentile apostleship, and he simply reminds them of it.  
 
Priscilla and Aquila were in that Roman church (chapter 16).  Their presence in the church at Rome 
would have been of no small benefit.  They were tremendous Bible teachers.  In Acts 18 when Apollos 
came in, what did they do?  They took him aside and began to teach him the way “more perfectly,” and 
bring him to see, and adjust his thinking to what God was beginning to do in the new program.  They 
were tremendous Bible teachers and preachers, and it is obvious in Romans 16 that they meant a great 
deal to Paul in his ministry.  The Romans had the benefit of their teaching ministry.  But Paul knew the 
position that Christ had given him, and he also knew the design whereby God established believers in this 
age.  
 
Finish the first chapter of your Commentary on the Book of Romans by Cornelius Stam.  Start in the part 
of the chapter that begins with Romans 1:18 and go to the end of the chapter.  Study it; don’t just read 
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it, because there is a great deal of information in it that you need to assimilate.  Read it quietly so that 
you can understand the things he is saying.   
 
1) Verse 1 declares that Paul was separated unto the gospel of God.  He was separated from the other 
apostles unto a different program 
2) Paul was separated unto the gospel of God.  That is, he had a different gospel message.  He preached 
the good news about the cross; Peter and the other apostles proclaimed it as bad news, and chastised 
Israel. 
3) Paul had an unrestricted apostleship - a different kind of commission.  (verse 5) 
 
That really is the gist of the first fifteen verses.  Then in verse 16 he says he is sending this epistle to the 
Romans because he has been sent to them.  “Christ has given me this ministry and I haven’t been there 
yet, not because He didn’t send me to you, but circumstances have kept me from coming.  I’m ready to 
come there and preach to you.”   
 
In verse 16 he begins the series of for’s.  “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.”  Why is he not 
ashamed?  For it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth.”  The reason it is the 
power of God unto salvation:  “For in it, the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith.”  Why is 
the righteousness of God important?   
 
The last for in verse 18 begins the first real detail of the issue of the gospel.  I want you to notice some 
things about this, because it is very important.  There are some things you have to understand by way of 
background to really be able to appreciate why Paul begins talking about the details of his gospel.  In this 
book we are following Paul’s design for the edification of the believer.  I don’t mention that every lesson, 
but maybe I should.  Do not forget that Paul is talking about the gospel, and it is basic, foundational 
material where he is laying out the issues of “my gospel.”  Paul’s gospel is the preaching of the cross.  
Before he gets into the details about the cross (justification, etc.), he begins with the wrath of God. 
 
Paul begins his discussion of the issues of the gospel with the point that the wrath of God is revealed.  
That ought to tell you something about the gospel in its presentation.  When Paul talks about the wrath 
here, he is going to magnify the grace of God by setting it in contrast to the background of God’s wrath, 
and the fact that the wrath of God is the only thing that men deserve.  The passage dealing with God’s 
wrath goes from 1:18 to 3:20.  We will spend quite some time discussing the details of the wrath of God 
being poured out, why that wrath is poured out, and what the result of it is. 
 
This section is not written merely to show that men are sinners.  Paul assumes that fact from the very 
beginning.  He does not try to convince you that you are a sinner.  That is assumed throughout.  But he 
goes from that fact that we’re sinners to the consequence of that fact and what the ramification is, and 
what the outcome is.  There is something you have to see, and in this lesson we will present an 
introduction to this section of Romans 1.  You need to understand and notice one particular issue so that 
you fully appreciate the details of the gospel of grace as he presents them here.  That issue, the thing 
you need to appreciate, is the reason why Paul starts the way he does with the issue of wrath.  There is 
a tremendous reason why the apostle Paul starts with the wrath of God. 
 
Paul assumes that the Romans know this.  Remember that the Romans were not un-instructed believers.  
They had the teaching ministry of Priscilla and Aquila in their midst.  The books of Galatians, I and II 
Thessalonians, and I and II Corinthians had already been written at this time, and the Romans no doubt 
had copies of all of those books.  They had information, they knew some things, and there is something 
that Paul assumed that they knew.   
 
Romans 1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from [where?] heaven…   
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Not on the earth but from heaven.  The message about the wrath of God and this revelation about the 
wrath of God is part of Paul’s special ministry.  This is part of what he has received from Christ in heaven 
to present to these people.  Notice that in the gospel, verses 17 and 18 say, “… therein [in the gospel] is 
the righteousness of God revealed, For the wrath of God is revealed.”  The revealing of both of those 
issues has to do with the message Paul is preaching to them.  Paul’s message does not just reveal the 
righteousness of God; it also reveals the wrath of God.  And it is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men. 
 
That word ungodliness:  when you read your commentary by Pastor Stam, he has a very simple definition 
of the word.  He said it is simply a disregard for God, an indifference to God and His claims.  It is 
somebody who doesn’t have room for God in their life.  It is not necessarily someone who is just full of 
wickedness overtly, but someone  who has no time or room for God, just total disregard for God.  The 
result of having no time or regard for God and His claims is that they hold the truth in unrighteousness.  
God gave them some truth, and they hold that truth in unrighteousness.  They don’t hold it properly; 
they hold it improperly.   
 
The first five chapters of Romans deal with what, Justification by grace.  In Chapter 1, I have the issues 
of the distinctive ministry of Paul; about the word of God; about prayer; about service; about the gospel; 
about the attributes of God; about the nature of man; about the nature of religion; about the religious 
system.  Any of those things could be a short series, and all of them are things your people need to 
understand . 
 

 

Romans 1:1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, 
separated unto the gospel of God,  

Notice that the first word:  Paul.  The first word is the name of the person that wrote the book.  We 
usually put that at the end of a letter.  I answer dozens of letters daily.  Sometimes I’ll receive a six page 
letter, and I will have to fumble to the end of it (or look at the return address on the envelope), to see 
who wrote it.  In the ancient form of writing it was much easier to see who wrote it.   
 
When it begins “Paul,” that is an ancient form of greeting.  I’ll show you a couple illustrations of it in your 
Bible.  It is not an uncommon thing.  In Bible times the man writing the book put his name at the front so 
everybody knew who it was from, but it was also a way to express the man’s presence and authority. 
 
They put down their name first and then the name of those to whom they are writing.  You will find that 
in all of Paul’s epistles and in Peter’s and all the rest of the men who wrote letters.  They put their name 
first, and then the name of the one to whom they’re writing.  
 
In Romans Paul identifies himself first; then in verse 7 he tells you to whom he is writing because he has 
all that stuff in there.  He is itching to get on to the doctrine.  That is also the way Nebuchadnezzar 
wrote, and you can also compare Ezra 1 where Cyrus does it. 
 
My point to you is that when a king wanted to express himself, or when someone wanted to write to 
someone, they put their name first and the rest followed.  Every epistle that Paul, Peter, Jude, and James 
wrote begins that way.  The book of Hebrews, 1 John, and the book of the Revelation are the only ones 
that do not start with the name of the human authors. 
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When people ask me who wrote the Book of Hebrews, I usually say, “God did.”  The human author of the 
book of Hebrews is not identified.  The very first word identifies the authority of the writer.  God spoke to 
the Hebrews.  It was a message from God to the nation Israel. 
 
In Romans 1, the idea of opening with “Paul” gives the idea that he is speaking with authority.  Compare 
this with Ephesians 1:1. 
 
If you look at every other book Paul wrote to the church: 1 Corinthians 1:1, 2 Corinthians 1:1, Galatians 
1:1-5, Philippians 1:1, Colossians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, you will see that in every other 
epistle Paul wrote, he adds someone else’s name. 
 
In all his epistles except Romans and Ephesians, Paul adds another name.  The only two that he wrote 
where Paul stands by himself are those two books.  Those are books wherein is the doctrine Paul 
received directly from Christ.  So when he writes that information down, he doesn’t associate anyone else 
with him.  There are people with Paul in Corinth when he wrote Romans, but he doesn’t add them to the 
letter.  When he writes to the Corinthians from Ephesus, he adds people’s names as he does in all the 
others, but he does not when he writes Romans and Ephesians.  The significance of that is that Paul 
stands by himself.  So the book of Romans comes as direct revelation from God to Paul. 
 
“Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ...”  Notice that he is a servant.  That word is our word for slave—a bond 
slave.  That is a man that doesn’t have any will of his own; he belongs to someone else.  This issue of 
being a servant of Christ is very important.  It has to do with the fact that you do not belong to yourself.  
In Acts 27 Paul talked about the angel of God “whose I am and whom I serve.”  He said, “I belong to 
God; that is who I serve; I don’t serve anyone else.”  That is the motivation in what you do.  You need to 
be God’s servant first. 
 
You can’t please men and serve God at the same time.  Notice the time elements in that verse:  “do I 
now persuade men” and “if I yet pleased men.”  What is he talking about?  He’s talking about “now” as 
opposed to “then.”  What is the “then”?  Look at Gal 1:13. 
 
Do you know what he is saying?  He said “When I was a Jew, and I chased the Jew’s religion, and I was 
out there persecuting the church:  I was serving men, and I was making a profit.”  Do you know how you 
make a profit?  You please people.  He said, “Before I got saved, my life was made up of serving other 
people, but I’m not doing that now.”  He said:  “Do I now persuade men, or God?”  “Before I was saved, 
all I ever did was persuade people.”  I’ve told you time and again, God did not save you just so you could 
live any way you wanted to live.   
 
People say:  “if you preach grace to people, they will just go out and live any way they want to live.”   
 
Well, how were you living before you got saved?  That is the most senseless charge I’ve ever heard in my 
life:  Preach grace to someone, get them saved, and if you preach grace to them (everything for 
nothing), they’ll just live any way they want to live.  Is that something new?  Something you never did 
before?  That’s what you were doing before you got saved.  It wouldn’t be anything new, would it?  It 
isn’t grace that makes you live any way you want to live, it’s your old sin nature that does that.  That’s 
what does that, it isn’t God.  God sets you free from sin so you live another way—so you can please God, 
and not men. 
 
Come to chapter 6.  Paul had the marks.  Something that a slave got was whipping every now and then 
because he was disobedient or maybe he worked hard and got the marks on him anyway.  Paul got the 
marks. 
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Galatians 6:17 - From henceforth let no man trouble me: [There were people questioning Paul, 
challenging him, saying he wasn’t really serving God, saying he wasn’t really an apostle.  He said, “Don’t 
let anyone bother me any more…”] for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. 
 
He said “ I can prove who I am.  Look, I’ve got the scars.”  Do you know he was beaten with a rod 195 
times?  (39 stripes on five occasions).  That’s getting whipped.  That leaves some marks.  That’s the kind 
of marks he’s talking about.  If somebody whipped you with a rod 195 times, that’s getting whipped, do 
you know that?  He’s not talking about being disappointed in somebody and being “soul sick.”  He’s 
talking about somebody taking a stick and whopping the daylights out of him, that’s what he’s talking 
about, leaving marks all over him.  He got that because he was a servant.  I cannot emphasize enough 
the fact that a servant of Jesus Christ does not exalt himself. 
 
People, if you are going to preach, and teach, and witness, and serve the Lord so that you can call 
attention to yourself, do yourself and God and me and everybody else a favor, stay home.  I mean that.  
Stay home.  If you can’t do it for the Lord, and preach Christ, and make Him the issue, stay home.  “We 
preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord.”  You see, a lot of times fellows get the idea that they 
can stand up there and have everybody looking at them, and people will be so impressed with what 
they’re saying.  If you ever get that idea, just stay home or go fishing.   
 
Somebody said, “What’s the call to the ministry?”  I figure a man has been called to the ministry when he 
does the work and doesn’t quit.  When a man quits, the reason he quits is that he gets his eyes on 
himself.  It’s good to quit when that’s where you have your eyes.  That’s what you ought to do is quit.   
 
“A servant:”  and the characteristic of that servant:  “We preach not ourselves.”  Paul said, “I magnify my 
office.”  That’s important. 
 
“…ourselves your servants…”  “I’m your servant for Jesus’ sake.  I’m not your servant to make a living.  
I’m not your servant to make you happy all the time.  I’m your servant to please Christ.  That means, 
that you have to be willing to let people use you.  Do you know what you do to a servant?  You work that 
rascal into the ground.   
 
Do you remember what Christ said in Luke 17?  Jesus said a servant works all day in the field, and when 
he comes in in the evening, does the master cook supper for him?  The master says, “Okay, you’ve 
worked all day in the field, and now it’s time for you to cook supper.”  He cooks supper, cleans up the 
kitchen, goes to bed, and Jesus said, “When you have done all you are supposed to do, then say, ‘I am 
an unprofitable servant.’”  That’s tough.  That’s tough.  Paul starts out that way.  Before you get all 
heady and high-minded with the doctrine of Romans, remember that the third word in the book is 
“servant.” 
 
In Acts 9 the Lord Jesus Christ from heaven’s glory reaches down and saves Saul (Paul).  When He saves 
him there, He sends him out.  In other words Paul gets his grace—the privilege of ministry, not grace like 
salvation, but it’s the ministry that he has; and that grace is given to him right there at his conversion. 
 
In other words Jesus Christ, at Paul’s salvation (his conversion in Acts 9), told Paul he had saved him in 
order to make him a minister and to send him out with some information:  “that which you have seen...” 
(that He was who He said He was—the Christ), “and those things in the which I will [subsequently] 
appear unto thee.”  Paul starts out with almost no information; and then for a period of time until the 
end of the book of Acts, Paul is gaining information.  There is a progressive revelation of truth to Paul 
from Acts chapter 9 to Acts chapter 28.  The further along he goes, the more he knows about what God 
has given him.  “Those things in the which I will appear unto thee,” so Paul is gathering information.  
Paul goes from Damascus back to Jerusalem; he prays in the temple in chapter 22, thinking in his mind 
that they will all get saved now.  But God said, “Look, I didn’t send you there. I said go to the Gentiles.” 
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Paul knows about the fall of Israel, and he knows that he has that commission to the Gentiles.  So Paul’s 
apostleship begins.  Christ makes him a minister at his conversion, and Paul is commissioned at that 
point.  There is a period of time in there where it’s in an embryonic, growing, maturing state, but it 
begins in chapter 9.   
 
The idea about an apostle is that he is somebody who has had a direct commissioning to go, to be sent, 
and certainly Paul had that (Romans 1:1).  The word called is important.  Come to Hebrews 5:4 and I’ll 
show you something about the issue of being called.  This verse is talking about the priesthood. 
 
A man does not appoint himself to be a priest; God does that.  God calls the man for that job.  So when 
Paul is saying he was “called to be an apostle,” he’s saying he is an apostle by calling.  God appointed 
him to this.  He was not self-appointed.  Some man did not commission him to it.  He was called of God.  
Paul’s apostleship is very clearly stated in Romans 11:13.  He doesn’t make any bones about it. 
 
A lot of people question Paul’s apostleship.  A lot of people challenged his apostleship, because he was 
preaching different doctrine than others had preached before him.  He writes to the Corinthians, and this 
passage is a defense of his apostleship (I Cor 9:1-3, I Tim 2:4-7). 
 
God Almighty wants all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.   Jesus Christ gave 
himself a ransom for all men.  He did it at Calvary, and that which He did at Calvary was to be testified 
“in due time.”  What He died at Calvary in dying as the mediator was done there, executed there, but the 
revelation of it, and the preaching of it, and the testifying of it was not done at that time.  In fact there 
wasn’t anybody at that time that really knew about what was going on there, but it was to be testified in 
due time.  “Whereunto” (unto testifying about the finished work of Christ at Calvary) “I am ordained a 
preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles...”  His apostleship after the resurrection has to 
do with explaining and proclaiming all that was accomplished back there at the cross.  Therefore he says 
in Romans 1:1: “...called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God.” 
 
Paul’s apostleship had to do with his making known a body of truth that fully expressed and made known 
and revealed all that was accomplished back there at Calvary (I Timothy 2).  That is why he got his 
apostleship—to manifest that information.  To the Romans he said he was an apostle “separated unto the 
gospel.” 
 
Paul’s separation is in three parts (Gal 1:15-16).  The idea there is that Paul was separated from birth 
unto the ministry God had for him.  Then he was called in Acts 9.  Folks, you are always called by the 
gospel.  There is no way to be called of God except by the gospel.  That’s how God calls people.  When 
you are one of the called, your calling comes by the gospel.  Paul is called by God in Acts 9.  His 
separation is in three parts.  At birth, just like Jeremiah in Jeremiah 1:4-5, same kind of situation—
separated at birth to God.  God ordained, or appointed, Jeremiah for a ministry.  That doesn’t mean the 
man was saved from his mother’s womb or from the time he was born.  He didn’t get saved until 
subsequently.  In Paul’s case, it does not mean he was saved all of his life.  You and I both know that 
before you and I trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, God the Holy Spirit convinced us we were 
lost.   
 
Then he is called in Acts 9.  Involved in his salvation, he has a separation from the nation Israel unto the 
ministry.  Notice in Galatians that the separation and the calling are involved in the same thing.   
 
Paul is not told that he was separated from birth until after his salvation in Acts 9.  Turn to Acts 9:15.  
God chose him, separated him out.  He was separated from birth; then he was separated at his 
salvation—from the nation as a separate entity.   
 
Then in Acts 13:1-3.  There you have Paul’s separation unto the work.   
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1.  He was separated at his birth. 
2.  He was separated from Israel at his salvation. 
3.  He was separated unto the work. 
 
There was a progress involved.  What you have in Acts 13 is basically he is separated by human hands.  
The Holy Spirit said:  “Separate me.”  So the church at Antioch is brought to recognize God’s calling and 
God’s separation in his life.  “Separate me unto the work whereunto I have called him.”  He has already 
been called.  He has been equipped.  I don’t know if you have ever thought about it, but it must have 
been one of the more difficult things the church at Antioch had to do to give up two of their premier 
teachers.  In fact the man that under God had really established the church and was the leader of the 
church, Paul, they had to let him go.  God said, “Okay, the training period is over, it is time for him to go 
out,” and he begins his apostolic journeys. 
 
Also, in Acts 13 you find God telling the church at Antioch—of which Paul and Barnabas were primary 
teachers and leading ministers—to separate unto Him Barnabas and Saul for the ministry “whereunto I 
have called them.”  Right at that point, there is a further separation of Paul and Barnabas for the ministry 
of going out on the apostolic journey to which God had already called them.  So Paul’s separation was a 
progressive thing, just as the fall of Israel was progressive.  It starts in Acts 7 and continues to Acts 28.  
What is going on there is the diminishing of Israel. 
 
Paul is a separated apostle and a separated servant.  He worked under a different program from the 
other apostles and servants of Christ who had come before him.  That word separated there means to be 
taken away from:  separated from one thing and to something else.  Paul was separated from the other 
servants and the other apostles of Christ.  He is not a kingdom apostle.  He had a separate and distinct 
ministry.  His apostleship concerned a separate program from the kingdom program which the other 
apostles and servants of Christ had functioned under.  Not only was it a different program, but he says 
he was separated unto the gospel of God.  Not only is he under a different program, but he has a 
different message to proclaim.  He is separated to a new revelation about the death, burial, and 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
Paul preached the good news from God about the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
He preached it as good news.  He preached a different message from the apostles before him.  The 
twelve apostles had proclaimed the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ as bad news.  Paul comes 
along and proclaims it as good news about the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ—a 
different message. 
 
Romans 1:1 says: “PAUL, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of 
God.”  Now a lot of people get all bent out of shape about Paul being “separated unto the gospel of 
God”.  That is an inter-dispensational term that can refer to what is preached in both messages. Why?  
Because of what he goes on to tell you, what it concerns.  Continuing in Romans 1:2: 

 

Romans 1:2 (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy 
scriptures,)  

Paul had been charged with introducing strange innovations.  Therefore when he begins the book, before 
he defines what the gospel of God is, he turns aside in the verse to declare the harmony of the gospel 
with all the other Scriptures.  He tells you that it was promised before “by his prophets in the holy 
scriptures.”  By the way, that is a good verse on inspiration of the Scriptures.  It tells you that the source 
of the Scriptures is God.  It tells you that the proof of inspiration is fulfilled prophecy.  He uses the 
channel of men, “by his prophets,” and then he calls them “holy scriptures:”  they are written documents.   
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So there is a lot of information even in an aside verse.  You will find a lot of information about inspiration, 
etc., in those little asides in the Scripture. 
 
My point to you here is this:  Paul is declaring the harmony in the gospel of God with the Old Testament 
and the fact that the gospel actually fulfills the promises of the Old Testament.  God had long promised 
salvation.  Since the Garden of Eden, God had promised a Redeemer.  There is a progressive revelation 
of these issues given in the Scripture, and you have to understand progressive revelation.  Chapter 3 of 
Things That Differ ought to have helped your understanding of it.  Come with me to 1 Corinthians 15:3, 
and notice this thing about the gospel and its harmony with the Scripture. 
 
I want you to grasp this issue of progressive revelation about the cross; because there is a tremendous 
amount of confusion, even among grace people, about this issue, to say nothing about the average non-
grace believer.  They don’t understand that the cross isn’t even understood in the Old Testament.  There 
are people who teach that the conscious object of people’s faith in the Old Testament was the death of 
Christ coming to pass.  There is no way under God’s heaven that can be true in the Word of God.  The 
predictions are there, but the understanding is not. 
 
The revelation given to Paul is the concluding issue, the capstone on progressive revelation.  To Paul was 
given a revelation about the Redeemer that is not contained in previous revelations.  It is part of the 
secret given to Paul.  It’s part of the mystery.  And that is the issue about the finished work of Christ, and 
the fact that He gives Himself a ransom for all men.   
 
First, in the Old Testament in Time Past there were the shadows; that is, there were predictions about 
the cross they did not understood.  Even through the earthly ministry of Christ the same thing is true.  
Then you come into the post-resurrection ministry of Christ where he began to unfold what the Old 
Testament predicted about His death—that He would die as a ransom for Israel so that the nation could 
again enjoy her covenant blessings in the kingdom. 
 
Then you come to Paul where you have the advanced, complete revelation, the  unfolding in its fullest 
complete form of all that was accomplished at the cross.  Paul calls it the preaching of the cross.  All that 
was accomplished at Calvary is now made known.  There is a tremendous realm of knowledge and 
information about what was accomplished at the cross, even in His redemption work, that is never made 
known until you get to Paul.  
 
My point is simply that the “gospel of God” and the “gospel of Christ” both concern God’s Son who died, 
and was buried, and He rose again according to the Scriptures.  It is all in accordance with the Scriptures.  
Paul gives you information about the predictions of the cross that you cannot find written down back in 
the Old Testament.  He gives you the completion of progressive revelation about those events.  That’s 
why he says in Romans 1:2 that it’s “promised afore in the Scriptures by His holy prophets.” 
 
People often say that Paul preached the prophesied message.  No, he did not.  He said he did not.  He 
said he preached the message that was the “preaching of Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the 
mystery.”   Well, you say, how can he be separated to something that was promised before, if what he 
preached was never before revealed?  That is a struggle for people.   
 
The gospel of God in verse 1 concerns “His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of 
David according to the flesh; and declared to be the Son of God with power.”  God had a prophesied 
purpose in Jesus Christ, Israel’s Messiah.  The good news Paul is preaching concerns Jesus Christ, who 
was prophesied from Genesis 3:15 all the way through the Scripture in progressive revelation of that 
seed line.  But God also had a secret purpose in Israel’s Messiah that He did not reveal until He revealed 
it to the apostle Paul.  Therefore, God had this prophesied purpose in that seed line along with a secret 
purpose.  It is by Jesus Christ, (risen and ascended into heaven, verses 4 and 5), that “we have received 
grace and apostleship, for the obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name.” 
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Paul received his apostleship from the risen Christ, not from Christ on the earth as the twelve.  The 
twelve apostles were made apostles by Christ in His earthly ministry, (Matthew 10, Mark 3, Luke 6).  God 
had more purposes in Christ than His just being Israel’s Messiah.  God had a secret purpose for Israel’s 
Messiah to become the head of the Body of Christ, and he revealed that to Paul.  Was it prophesied that 
Christ would come?  Was it prophesied that He would die?  Was it prophesied that He would be 
resurrected and ascend into heaven?  All of that is prophecy.  You see, there is a difference between the 
event being prophesied, and the meaning of the event being revealed.  The events were progressively 
prophesied, but there was a meaning God would place on Christ that was not revealed until the end.  The 
revelation of the mystery is the capstone, the final installment of progressive revelation about Christ, 
information never previously revealed, but finally made known about the Messiah.  That is the substance 
of Romans 1. 
 
In Acts 26:16 Paul was told he would be made “a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and 
of those things in the which I will appear unto thee.”  In 2 Corinthians 12:1 he said, “I will come to 
visions and revelations of the Lord.”  In Ephesians 3:3 he said, “How that by revelation he made known 
unto me the mystery.”  Paul received the revelation of the mystery beginning in Acts 9, and then 
progressively over a course of 30 years.  By the time he finished the prison epistles, he had completely 
received it.  You need to remember that the truth of the mystery was revealed to Paul progressively.  
Therefore, in Paul’s epistles, there is progressive revelation, a transition revelation through that 
information.   
 
“(Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,).”  In other words, it has been 
something that has been long predicted that God is going to send a redeemer.  Continuing in verse 3-4: 

 

Romans 1:3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made 
of the seed of David according to the flesh;  

The human nature of Christ, verse 3. 
 
In other words, the gospel of God concerns the Lord Jesus Christ.  Mark this down in your mind right 
now:  Jesus Christ is the center of everything for Paul.  He is the center of everything in God’s purposes 
of the ages.  Everything that God ever does or will do is centered in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
The gospel concerns Christ.    
 
There is a tremendous amount of teaching and preaching of the gospel today that has nothing to do with 
the gospel.  They say things like, “God has a wonderful plan for your life.” “You can be happy and 
prosperous,” etc.  Folks, the gospel doesn’t concern you so much; it concerns Jesus Christ.  That is the 
issue in the gospel.  Don’t forget as we study Romans and begin to lay basic doctrine in our souls to base 
our ministries on, that the first thing to remember is what the gospel concerns.  It concerns Christ and 
what God has done for us through Him, and what God is going to accomplish through Him, and what 
God’s purposes are centered in Christ.  It is very important.   
 
You will see a lot of fallacy in gospel preaching today, because they make the gospel equal to the 
benefits that accrue to the believer.  The gospel is not a description of all the benefits that we get, but 
rather it is concerning Christ and what He has done and all that God has done for us in Him. 
 
Notice verse 2 because verse 2 is a tremendous problem to many people, especially those who believe 
and understand the distinctive ministry of Paul and the issue of the mystery. 
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That seed line starts out:  the seed of the woman.  Then it becomes the seed of Abraham.  Then it 
becomes the seed of David.  God promised a Redeemer in Genesis 3.  Then He promised that it would 
come through Abraham’s seed, and then through David.  Paul takes that seed line—that progressive 
revelation about the coming Redeemer—and adds information, and he completes the revelation.  God 
had long promised salvation and a Redeemer.  That promise had been centered in the promise of a king 
and a kingdom; and now God gives us a full light of revelation, and Paul calls that “the mystery of the 
gospel.”  The secret of all of God’s good news is explained through Paul. Without Paul’s revelation, the 
prophetic program would not be completely understood.  Without Paul’s revelation, (having only the 
prophetic Scripture), there would never be a way to understand how God had put away sin in Time Past.  
That last little added part to the puzzle would not be there, that secret of all God’s good news; but that is 
what God has given us today in the mystery of the gospel (Ephesians 6:19), and the gospel of the 
mystery. 
 
Review:  Romans 1:2-3 causes a great deal of confusion among grace people because they have difficulty 
understanding how Paul can mention anything that is in the Old Testament if he is talking about a 
mystery.  I want you to understand that what Paul is doing is giving the capstone of progressive 
revelation and the full light of revelation of all that was accomplished at Calvary.  Paul is not preaching 
what Peter preached in Acts 2-5 about Calvary. 
 
Rom 1:3 shows how the Lord Jesus Christ had been made known—according to the flesh.  Peter and 
Paul’s references to David contrast the basic differences between their messages.  In Acts 2:14 & Acts 
2:22, Peter is preaching to the Jews at Jerusalem, talking directly to the men of Judea (Ye men of Judea, 
Ye men of Israel). 
 
The differences between Paul’s preaching of Christ and Peter’s is, Peter said, “You killed Him, but God 
raised Him up to sit on David’s throne in the kingdom. You had better get right in relation to that 
kingdom.  Paul on the other hand said, “You killed Him, God raised Him up, and what happened over 
there was that God made Him the sacrifice, fully satisfying your debt.  God raised Him in demonstration 
of that, and now, through what He has done there, you can be justified without the works of the law.  
Those are two different messages, Paul’s message being the completion, taking the information that 
Peter had and adding the final touches of understanding to it. 
 
Cornelius Stam has said it time and again: The prophetic program would not have been complete had we 
not had the revelation given through Paul.  It is the capstone of progressive revelation.  We even 
understand how those people from Time Past will receive their blessings on the basis of the revelation 
given to Paul.  I want you to understand that what Paul is doing is not denying the mystery, and he’s not 
trying to say that the mystery is in the Old Testament; he is proclaiming a realm of knowledge and 
information that is a capstone to progressive revelation.  If it is progressive revelation, then it is not 
available in time past, or it wouldn’t be progressive revelation.  His revelation contains a whole body of 
truth not anticipated in the Old Testament:  for example, the body of Christ - Jew and Gentile in one 
body;  that is not anticipated anywhere back there.  You can see where God had in mind all along all that 
He has done through the cross. 
 
Paul is identified in verses 1 through 5 as a very special individual.  When you study that, you see the 
uniqueness of God the Father and God the Son using Paul as the one that sends the information.  You 
also get an idea about what the book is going to be about. 
 
Verse 1:  It will be about the gospel of God. 
Verse 3:  It will pertain to what Jesus Christ did in His work at the cross. 
 
“Concerning [What does it concern?] his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David 
according to the flesh; And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, 
by the resurrection from the dead.”  Clearly the gospel of God concerns Jesus Christ and his death at 
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Calvary, his burial, and his resurrection.  Then, the gospel of God focuses in and on the Lord Jesus Christ 
– his death, burial, and resurrection. 
 
“Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh; 
(talking about the gospel of God), And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit 
of holiness, (how?), by the resurrection from the dead.”  I hope you see that!  Jesus Christ is adopted; 
and by his adoption, he receives an inheritance from the Father, and that inheritance is the universe. 
 
You go back there and read through Hebrews 1.  (We did that when we studied Romans 4.)  You go 
down through Hebrews 1 and you will see the inheritance that he receives.  In verse 5 he receives the 
resurrected body at the resurrection.  In verse 6 he receives angelic subjection.  In verse 7 he receives 
the headship over the creation.  In verse 8, he receives an everlasting kingdom.  The new heavens and 
the new earth are in verse 10.  In verse 13, there is universal subjection.  All of that in the prophetic 
program focuses on Israel. 
 
We now know that we participate in that by being the participants in his heavenly kingdom.  Through the 
church, the body of Christ, he fills up the positions of rank and authority in the heavenly places just like 
he fills up the positions in the earthly places. 
 
We talked about the heavenly places, and I tried to say to you that that is not a state of mind.  It is not a 
spiritual sphere of thinking and that kind of thing, but it is a position of reality.  It does not matter if you 
refer to it as “the heavenly places” or just “the heavenlies”.  You can make the adjective substitutive and 
make it a noun itself.  It is all right to make it equivalent to heaven.  But it is still the positions of rank 
and authority in the universe. 
 
Now, the first adoption is Jesus Christ.  He receives the inheritance from the Father.  He was declared to 
be the Son of God with power.  The time appointed of the Father for that declaration is at the 
resurrection.  Prior to that he learned obedience.  There are a lot of things involved in that.  It explains a 
lot of things that happened back over yonder, but from here on out things change.  He now has the keys 
of death and hell and so on and so forth (Revelation 1 and so forth).  Now, he sits there in that position 
as the inheritor of the universe – the rightful king. 
 
Now, turn to Romans 9 and notice that Israel is said to have an inheritance.  Romans 9:3-5 
 
It talks about the Lord Jesus Christ coming, and his death, and his resurrection.  The capstone of divine 
revelation about the Son of God, (and his provisions at Calvary), was given to the apostle Paul.  The Old 
Testament talked about it, and promised his coming, and promised a redeemer, and told him he was 
going to die and do these things.  Then, Paul comes along and he takes away all the shadows, and he 
puts the floodlight of revelation on the cross.  He puts the capstone of divine revelation on the crosswork. 
 
Now listen!  If something is a capstone, it is the last revelation in the progressive revelation.  Was that 
revelation known before it was given?  It couldn’t have been known or the revelation would not have 
been progressive.  If they already know what Paul was going to tell them, then it was there all along, or 
somebody else got it!  If they didn’t know it, was it a mystery?   
 
A six-year-old kid with a pea brain could figure this thing out folks!  Paul is given information that is a 
secret – “but now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested.”  He explains how God sent 
him forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood declaring at this time his righteousness for the 
remission of sins.  He explains their program and our program in relationship to the fact that the blood of 
Jesus Christ and his finished work at Calvary is what makes all of it possible.   
 
Now they knew the blood was coming.  They knew about His blood being shed, but they did not know all 
of the ramifications of it!  That’s why Paul says in 1 Timothy 2:5-7, “For there is one God, and one 
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mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified 
in due time.  Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle … of the Gentiles.”  Do you see that?  
Paul is the due time testifier with the “now time” revelation of all that was accomplished at Calvary.   
 
And this business of trying to dissect between the two and saying that the mystery is nothing but the 
information about the body of Christ is nonsense.  Was the body of Christ ever thought about in time 
past?  No, it was not!  Was it a secret?  Yes, it was a secret.  Paul is given information about this 
dispensation – this particular program that God has in effect today.  Paul comes along with a capstone of 
divine revelation about some things – the secret of the gospel, the mystery of the gospel.  The secret of 
all God’s good news is the cross – Calvary.  Who tells you that?  Paul tells you that.  Where do you find 
Peter telling you that information?  You don’t!  You don’t even find Peter telling you that in 1 Peter.  It is 
still Israel in 1 Peter, but with Paul it is “all men”, and it is finished, and it is accomplished.   
 
Then he says, “Not only that, but he is also taking people today through faith in this gospel and forming 
a body of believers out here that you never even dreamed about or thought about.  It was totally 
unknown!”   
 
So, some of this information provides a capstone for divine revelation.  Some of it has to do with some 
things that were totally and completely unknown, undreamed of, and unheard of, not even thought 
about.  It is all a part of one great message.  And for some people to go around and say that Peter and 
the twelve preached the doctrine found in Romans 3 about the finished work of Jesus Christ is to deny 
the gospel committed to the apostle Paul.  And if that is what you believe, you might as well go back and 
be an Acts 2 man and make a good living for your efforts!  You won’t make a living preaching the grace 
message, and you are not preaching the grace message if you are preaching it like that. 
 
I am not mad at anybody, but I am telling you, gentlemen, that in the days ahead you will have to face 
that particular issue.  You are going to find tremendous confusion in the minds of people about that.  You 
need to give clear instruction about it, and then stand your ground about the distinctiveness of the gospel 
of the grace of God in the dispensation of the grace of God – the mystery that we are involved in today.  
It is one great message that God has committed unto our trust today.   
 

 

Romans 1:4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according 
to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:  

The divine nature of Christ, verse 4. 
 
It is very important that you understand the different terms for the gospel.  “The gospel of God” (verse 
1) is a general term that really is a trans-dispensational term, and it refers to the good news concerning 
God’s Son.  It concerns in verses 3 and 4 His death, burial, and resurrection, according to the Scripture.  
Obviously the gospel of God concerns God’s Son, Jesus Christ, who died and was buried and rose again 
according to the Scripture.  Notice some uses of this term “gospel of God.”  It is a general term and can 
apply in any dispensation.  Peter could use it in his ministry, and Paul could use it in his ministry, because 
they both speak of the events of the cross:  the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.  The issue in the 
term “the gospel of God” is these events:  the death, burial, and resurrection, regardless of which way 
you are presenting them. 
 
The resurrection of Christ marks off the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God with power.  It is a boundary 
that fixes the limits and indicates a phase in the purpose of God.  That expression “the Son of God with 
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power”—that is not how He is declared.  He is not declared with power.  He is declared to be the Son of 
God with power—the powerful Son of God. 
 
When this verse talks about Christ being the “Son of God,” that is a reference to His nature.  That is a 
reference to the fact that He is equal with God.  The proper title of the Lord Jesus is “God the Son.” 
 
The Jesus of the New Testament identified as the Jehovah of the Old Testament.  They’re identical. 
 
Jesus Christ was declared to be the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead.  What you 
are dealing with in Romans 1:3 and 4 where it talks about Him being the seed of David according to the 
flesh, declared to be the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, you are dealing with 
some terms in theology.  Write down this term:  theanthropic.  That means that Jesus is the God-man.  
He is not simply God, nor is He simply man, but He is the God (theos) - man (anthropos).  Theanthropic:  
that is the two natures of Christ in one person.  In theology that is called the “hypostatic union.”   
 
The hypostatic union is the union of two natures in one person—two distinct natures put together to form 
just one person.  He has all the essence of God and all the essence of man, yet He is one person.  That is 
a great mystery.  If you have Mr. Charles Baker’s book on Dispensational Theology, write down pages 
292-311, chapters 37 to 39, and read those chapters about this. 
 
Let me diagram the hypostatic union.  A triangle will represent the essence of God.  God is omnipotent, 
omniscient, omnipresent, He is immutable, truth, eternal life, righteous, God is all of the essence of deity; 
He is all of those things manifest in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—three persons in One.   
 
Then a triangle will represent man.  Man is a tri-part being, made up of spirit, soul, and body.   
 
God the Son becomes a man, and He forms a New Person.  We’ll represent the New Person, the God-
man, with a circle.  He has the essence of all that is in God, and all that is in man, and He becomes one.  
He has two natures in one person that amalgamates the whole together.  He is not simply God, and He is 
not simply man.  He is the God-man.  He is a completely and totally unique person in all of human 
history.  That is the creation of a new humanity.  A new species of humanity was created when Jesus 
Christ became a man.  And you and I are going to be part of that new species. 
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If you take all the essence of God and put it in that first triangle; and take all the essence of man and put 
it in the second triangle; then combine the two in the essence of Jesus Christ, you’ve got it. 
 

 

Romans 1:5 By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for 
obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name:  

“By whom” – by the risen Christ.  Paul’s apostleship was conferred upon him by the risen Christ, by the 

resurrected Christ.  We’ve talked about that before, that it is in contrast with the twelve who were 
appointed by Christ during His earthly ministry.  He received grace and apostleship, why?  “for obedience 
to the faith among all nations.” 
 
You can take the phrase “the faith” two ways.  You can take the faith as being the one faith—the body of 
doctrine that we are to believe, and you are to believe all of it; or you can take it as the obedience of the 
faith in the context of Rom 16:26.  When you read the term “the faith,” as in verse 5, you are generally 

reading about that body of doctrine you are to believe, and you are to be obedient to it. 
 
The “obedience of faith” is faith’s obedience.  What is faith supposed to do?  It is to obey what it is told.  
And the obedience of faith is simply to believe what you are told.  Rom 6:17 is the cross reference on 
chapter 1 verse 5.  These two will match.  That will match the “obedience to the faith.”  Obedience to the 
faith is to obey from the heart, that is, to have faith in that body of truth—that form of doctrine delivered 
to you (Rom 10:10). 
 
“All nations” is the sphere of Paul’s ministry.  “For his name” is the incentive:  you are doing it for His 
glory, for His name, for Him.  When you serve the Lord, do it for Him.  Don’t do it for yourself, for your 
own name.  Do it for His name. 
 
That word apostle is made up of two Greek words:  apo means from.  It’s a preposition.  And stello is the 
word, to send.  The word means to send from; in other words:  to send someone forth on your behalf as 
your agent or your representative.  So when you send someone out, he is an apostle.  He is someone 
who is sent forth to do your bidding, and the guy that goes out goes with the authority of the person that 
sent him. 
 
Jesus Christ gave Paul his apostleship.  Paul’s apostleship came from the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is very 
important that you can date in your Bible when Paul’s apostleship began.  He says he is an apostle of 
Jesus Christ, and that from Christ he received his apostleship.  In Acts 22 Paul is recounting his 
conversion experience. 
 
Paul’s apostleship is always associated with the risen Christ.  His apostleship is very unique in that sense.  
He is the first apostle to have his office conferred upon him from heaven. Compare the following 
passages and note the distinction between Paul’s ministry and apostleship and that of those who had 
gone before him (Luke 6:13). 
 
Eph 4:11 - These apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers were given by the risen Lord after 
his ascension, not before it.  Paul is appointed and ordained an apostle after the ascension of Christ, not 
before it.  Paul’s dealings with apostles in his epistles is dealing with them after the ascension; there is a 
clear distinction between the ministry of the apostles under Peter’s leadership and Paul’s ministry.  Paul’s 
is a separate, distinct, unique apostleship.  Why do I keep emphasizing that?  I do it to say to you that 
Paul is not in any way, by any stretch of the imagination, one of the twelve apostles. 
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There are people that will try to convince you that when Judas fell from his office and the apostles in Acts 
1 chose Matthias to be Judas’ replacement that they were wrong in what they did.  They were walking in 
the flesh, and that Matthias was not God’s choice.  They will say that the apostles continued on and 
refused to go out to the Gentiles, and God Himself intervened and chose Paul as the twelfth apostle and 
sent him out to do what Peter and the other apostles wouldn’t do, making Paul’s ministry a part of the 
ministry of the twelve.  That is preposterous.  I’ll give you three reasons.  There are many reasons, but I 
don’t want to overwhelm you.  I want to give you three simple reasons why you know conclusively that 
Paul was not one of the twelve. 
 
1.  Paul did not meet the job description; he did not qualify for the position.  He never qualified for the 
job.  Before you can be appointed to a job, you have to meet the qualifications, and Paul never met 
them.  Peter is talking in Acts 1:21-26).   
 
Reason number one:  Paul was not one of the twelve apostles, because Matthias was the twelfth.  Paul 
never would have qualified for the job because he wasn't with them from the beginning.  He couldn’t 
have got the job if he had been trying to get it, and he wasn’t.  At the time Paul was a blaspheming Jew. 
 
2.  Here is the second reason (Paul is distinct from the twelve): I Cor 15:4-8.  You have an inspired verse 
in your Bible that identifies twelve apostles before Paul.  There were twelve men back then, and Paul is 
separate from them.  If you care anything about what God’s Word says, there is no way Paul can be 
counted among the twelve. 
 
3.  The third reason Paul is not one of the twelve apostles is that Paul was not working under the post-
resurrection commission.  That commission is called by Christendom today the “Great Commission.”  
What they fail to recognize is that there has been a greater commission given to Paul.  Paul was not 
working under the so-called “Great Commission.”  It is easy to demonstrate that (Matthew 28:19). 
 
Paul wants them to understand that his ministry is a different program, with a different message and also 
with a different commission (verse 5).  He said in verse 1 that he was separated unto the gospel of God.  
Verses 2, 3, and 4 are really a digression that describes the gospel of God.  He picks up in verse 5 where 
he left off in verse 1.  The idea there is that the apostle Paul has been given a different commission than 
those before him.  Paul received an unrestricted commission.  He had an unrestricted apostleship.  That 
was not true of the twelve.  In Matthew 10 when Christ sent the twelve out with what was certainly a 
“great” commission, he told them to go not to the Gentiles, and don’t go to the Samaritans.  Just go “to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  Until Israel had heard, she was the exclusive recipient of the 
message.  In Acts 1 when Christ gives the “greater” commission, He expands the ministry and tells them 
that now they are to go to all the world.  Gentile salvation, the salvation of the world, had never been a 
mystery.  That is the very purpose of God’s blessing the nation Israel:  that He might bring His blessing 
to the world, but that blessing was to go through Israel.  So, in Acts 1 under the greater commission, the 
post-resurrection commission, there is still a restriction laid:  It is to Israel first (Luke 24:47). 
 
Paul’s apostleship is an apostleship for all nations.  Our message today is a message for all men without 
any distinction between them.  We go out to all the nations; we have an unrestricted apostleship, an 
unrestricted commission.  Then you need to understand about the nations.  You need to have some 
divine instructions about the nations of the earth to whom you want to minister.  If you want to go to the 
mission field, you had better study Genesis 9, 10, and 11.  You had better understand every word in 
those passages.  You need to understand what God says about the nations, and what His Word tells you 
about them.  Look at Acts 17:26.  Paul is on Mar’s Hill talking to them about the unknown god.  Acts 
17:26 
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Romans 1:6 Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ:  

Romans 1:7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

The book is written to the saints at Rome:  three local churches - but one body.  Notice that Paul doesn’t 

say, “To the church at Rome,” but he addresses all the saints at Rome.  The Roman church had three 

local assemblies.  There were three different local churches at Rome. 

 
Verse 7 is the address.  That does not mean that everybody in Rome is beloved of God, and called to be 
saints.  It means he is writing to the beloved of God.  In verse 6 you see the term “the called,” and in 
verse 7 “beloved.”  Those are titles that describe the believer.  Look at Rom 8:28. 
 
What you want to know in verse 7 that “the called” is a title that describes the status of the believers.  
“To all that be in Rome, beloved of God.”  That is another term that describes the status of the believer.  
Ephesians 1:6 tells us we have been made “accepted in the beloved.” 
 
Folks, when He says you are beloved, He is saying you are His own sacred possession.  He said, “They 
belong to me.  They’re mine, and I love them.”  One of the greatest things to me when thinking about 
the blessings that you have in Christ (He says “Think on these things.”) is to know that God loves me; 
that I am beloved.  I am as dear to Him as Jesus Christ is, because I am in Christ.  That is your status, 
and that’s wonderful, and that is some position.  That is why Paul says we are “called to be saints.”  You 
are a saint by calling.  That is a high calling.  Don’t ever spend your time trying to be anything else.   
 
That word saint means someone who has been set apart by God as His very own.  He sets them over 
here, and He says, “They’re mine.  Don’t anybody mess with them.  They belong to me.”  To me that is 
fantastic.  It is not a status you attain from performing.  Rome says you do this, this, and this, and we’ll 
pronounce you a saint.  No, no, no.  God says, “You rest in what My Son did for you, and I’ll put you over 
here as Mine, and nobody is going to mess with you because you belong to Me.  That’s fantastic.  The 
Bible is not hard to understand; the Bible is hard to believe.   
 
Notice how all this is dispensational.  I want you to grasp what Paul means when he says, “Grace to you 
and peace.”   I’ll give it to you this time as we go through Romans.  “Grace” is the light-hearted Greek 
greeting, peace is the deeper weightier Hebrew greeting.”  But Paul combines them here as he does in 
each of his epistles.  Every epistle he writes, he says “Grace to you and peace from God the Father and 
our Lord Jesus Christ,” or something to that effect.  What he is doing there is he is giving you an official 
proclamation of the attitude of God the Father and God the Son toward the world today.  Grace and 
peace:  that is the official attitude of God the Father and His rejected Son toward the world today.  Come 
to Revelation 19:11 and I’ll show you this. 
 
See Acts 7:56.  So when Paul says, “grace and peace,” what he is talking about is:  God has changed His 
attitude toward the world.  Paul’s apostleship is involved with a message that has interrupted the 
prophetic program.  That interruption changes God’s attitude toward the world from judgment, wrath, 
and war to grace and peace.  That is why it is called the “dispensation of grace”—the dispensing, the 
giving out of God’s grace to us in Christ. 
 
When Paul says, “Grace and Peace,” that is the attitude of God the Father and His rejected Son toward 
the world today.  Paul opens every epistle that way. Don’t ever read those epistles and say that is just a 
sweet way of saying “hello.”  It is not.  It is an official proclamation by the apostle of grace of God’s 
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attitude toward what He is doing today.  That ought to be your attitude toward the world as you address 
it. 
 
The Romans, who are Christ’s abject enemies, who in Daniel Chapter 2 are the usurpers of the crown of 
the kingdom of heaven, against whom Christ is going to come back and destroy, these he calls the 
beloved of God.  The Romans will be holding onto the reigns of the anti-Christ.  The Lord Jesus Christ is 
the rightful king of the universe.  He will come back in wrath to judge and make war against that 
kingdom of Rome which will be under the control of the anti-Christ in that day.  God has interrupted the 
prophetic program by his grace through the mystery.  By his grace he has interrupted the prophetic 
program and made those people, who were usurpers, his very own.  You and I who were outcasts, who 
were destined to be under the ruler ship of the anti-Christ, God, in his grace, has reached down and 
made us his.  The very first book that you find the apostle to the gentiles writing was penned to the 
group of people who in prophecy, and even at the time of writing, were the usurpers.  To me, that is 
fantastic.  Do you know what that is?  That is grace.  It is a brand plucked out of the burning.  That is 
what God’s grace does for you and me, and it’s marvelous. 
 
Just as God’s program has taken the mystery form today and has been changed from the prophetic 
program to the mystery program so it is that the Roman kingdom has changed.  When God’s dominion 
changed from the outward political possession of the earth (when it changed from the kingdom of 
heaven and the prophetic program to the mystery program, the forming of the church, the Body of 
Christ, a spiritual unit of people) Satan’s program also changed to a mystery form. Go to Revelation 17:5. 
 
Mr. Stam said in his commentary on Romans that verse 7 indicates that 25 years after Pentecost Peter 
had never been to Rome, which is an interesting note you may want to put in the back of your mind.  “To 
all that be in Rome,” and Paul never mentions Peter anywhere.  In chapter 15 Paul said he wanted to 
come to Rome but was careful not to build on another man’s foundation.  In spite of what they tell you 
about Peter being in Rome, that’s not quite all there is to it.  In verse 8 Paul is ready to begin the epistle; 
he is going to tell you what is on his mind. 
 
But notice verse 7:  “Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  You learn 
a lot of things from that passage.  You learn that Paul wrote the letter; he was the human instrument; 
but there is another teacher behind Paul.  Paul represented another educator.  In every one of Paul’s 
epistles, when he uses that phrase, he means it as more than a simple salutation or closing.  It is not that 
old thing you read about in commentaries saying that grace is the Greek way, and peace is the Hebrew 
way of saying Hello.  No; it is “Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ are sending an official proclamation.  Here is something the 
Father and the Son want to teach you.  They want to educate you in this, and they sent it to you by Paul.   
 

 

Longing to Go to Rome 

Romans 1:8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that 
your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.  

When he says, “I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all,” he is praying.  What you have here is 
one of Paul’s prayers in your Bible, it’s the first one you run into.  There are about 30 of them.  Some 
time you’ll want to spend a real good time studying them.  Make a list of Paul’s prayers, and study them.  
There is some fantastic information about how to pray, what to pray for.  Paul prays “through Jesus 
Christ.”  Jesus Christ is the mediator.  He is the one who gives you access.  See Eph 2:18 & Eph 3:12. 
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If you’re going to be notorious, that’s the way to be notorious!  If you want to be the most talked-about 
church in your county, be talked about for that.  Their faith was spoken of throughout the whole world.  
In one commentary a fellow said, “How the gold has dimmed.”  The Roman church was spoken of 
throughout the whole world, and Paul wrote an epistle to them.  The epistle to the Romans is against the 
church at Rome today.  The epistle to the Romans has become the epistle against Rome.  Remember 
when Paul said to Timothy, in II Timothy 1:15, “All they that are in Asia be turned away from me.”  
That’s before he died.  What you want to do is stick by the doctrine in the Book.  Do you know what he 
tells Timothy in light of that?  Preach the word.  In light of that, stick by the doctrine.  Stay with the 
truth.  You will face that in your ministry, so stay by the doctrine.  Stay by the doctrine, don’t depend on 
the people, because when people desert you, the doctrine won’t. 

 

Romans 1:9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the 
gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in 
my prayers;  

He doesn’t quit praying for them.  When he says “that without ceasing I make mention of you always in 
my prayers,” he is talking about having a regular prayer ministry.  Let me say something to you frankly, 
and I mean this with all my heart:  you will never amount to anything in your service for God, I don’t 
care what you look like before the world, but you’re not going to amount what God Almighty wants to 
make out of you without a regular prayer life. 
 

Paul said he was praying for them all the time.  He had a regular prayer life.  You are not so busy that 
you can’t pray an hour or two a day.  And if you are so busy you can’t, you are too busy.  I don’t mean 
praying while you are driving down the road, or walking to work.  That is not a regular prayer life.  I pray 
like that too.  God can hear you and that’s fine, but I mean a time.  I won’t say you have to do what I 
did, but when I pastored in Alabama, I used to have a notebook.  I used to take pictures of everybody in 
the church, put them on the pages in a notebook and wrote prayer requests for them beside their name.  
There was not a week that went by that I didn’t pray for everybody in that book.  I pray for you people.  

There is not a week that goes by that I don’t pray for each one of you, not just by name but by specific 
things about you.  I guarantee you that I do twice as much in a week as you do.  I have a 60 to 80 hour 
week of work, studying, thinking, preparing these lessons, reading, writing; yet I still pray for every one 
of you.   
 
That’s why things get done, people.  You say, “That sure was a good message Sunday.”  You don’t know 
all the work that went into it.  It wasn’t all studying and preparing either.  What you are doing in your life 

is you are building a soul, a character.  You are building things into yourself that God will use.  You have 
to remember that you just don’t get all the preparation and information that you need studying or sitting 
at a table.  It has to do with getting it down inside of you.  One of the ways you do that is to have that 
regular consistent prayer life.  That is what Paul has here.   
 
He is praying for them.  He says “I serve with my spirit.”  You have a spirit, a soul, and a body.  You are 
a tri-part being (1 Thessalonians 5:23).   

 
The spirit allows you to be God-conscious.  Roman 1:9: “For God is my witness, whom I serve with my 
spirit.”  Romans 8:16 
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Romans 1:10 Making request, if by any means now at length I might 
have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you.  

Paul is praying that he might get to them to see them, and have a prosperous journey to be with them.  
He wanted them to understand that he had been trying to get to them, but he was hindered; there were 
obstacles in his way, so he wasn’t able to get there yet.  That was his desire, and he had been praying to 
do that.  He hasn’t been there, not because he wasn’t interested in them, but because he has had some 
obstacles. 
 
That passage is one of the prayers of Paul, one of the insights into his prayer ministry.  If you want to 
study the passage from the doctrine of prayer, there are four elements there. 
 
1. Thanksgiving (verse 8) 
2. Intercession (verse 9) Praying for them 
3. Petition (verse 10) Requests 
 
There are other things, like he lists in 1 Timothy 2 that make up the content of our prayers.  Those are 
the things that we do when we pray.  We thank God for what He has given us, we thank God for what 
we see him doing in the lives of other people.  We make petitions—we request things for others and for 
ourselves.  We intercede for others—we pray in their behalf, for them. 
 
There is one other thing.  It is kind of hidden in the text.  Notice verse 10, "… I might have a prosperous 
journey by the will of God to come unto you".  Did he ever get there?  Yes, he finally did get there, but 
did he get there the way he wanted to get there?  No.  He had planned to go to Jerusalem.  See Romans 
15:22-32.  That prayer is answered with a resounding, “No.”  His service and his ministry there is not 
accepted; it is rejected, and Paul winds up in prison as a result of it—as a prisoner of Rome.  When he 
goes to Rome, it is in chains.  In the Scriptural account, he never does get to Spain. 
 
Paul said, “I want to have a prosperous journey, by the will of God.”  There is a principle. The elder Bob 
Jones used to say, “Duties never conflict.”  Write that down in the doorway of your mind and never 
forget it.  “Duties never conflict.”  Another thing he used to say:  “The greatest ability is dependability.”  
These two have meant more to me than anything.  That will help you get through some tough spots 
sometime of self-doubt.  “Duties never conflict” will get you through some real questionable situations.     
 
Paul had a big heart.  He was an affectionate, loving fellow.  He loved his fellow believers, never saw 
them before, but he loved them.  He longed to see them.  This is why he wanted to see them.   

 

Romans 1:11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some 
spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established;  

That spiritual gift is not one of the gifts in 1 Corinthians 12.  Rather, he is talking about the operation of 

the Holy Spirit and the process of edification of the believer.  The result of that spiritual gift is that you 
may be established.  Compare that with Romans 16:25. 
 
The issue in Paul’s mind is that he wants to get there, and he wants them to be established.  Paul told 
them, in 1 Thessalonians 3:10, that he wanted to come back and see that they were established in the 
faith.  The issue in Paul’s mind concerning the believer is first and foremost always and ever:  maturity—
grow up.  That is why he said in Romans 15:29: 
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The spiritual gift he wants to give them is doctrine.  He desires to impart to them the blessings of his 
God-given message, and establish them further in the faith.  That word established means to be firmly 
grounded so that you can stand unshakeable, be grounded, stabilized so that you stand, not tossed to 
and fro.  He wanted to see them established:  

 

Romans 1:12 That is, that I may be comforted together with you by the 
mutual faith both of you and me.  

You will always find that the teacher is as richly blessed as the pupil when you teach the Word, and that 
is what Paul is saying there.  Sometimes Paul sent a letter to do the job, and other times he sent a man 
to do the job, as in 1 Thessalonians 3 when he sent Timothy to establish the Thessalonians, because he 
couldn’t come.  In this case he sent this letter to do the job.  The job is always to see that people get 
stabilized.  In your ministry, the goal of your ministry, the whole issue in the ministry is the stabilization 
of the believer.  

 

Romans 1:13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that 
oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I 
might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles.  

You have heard me use that old joke about the world’s largest denomination being “Ignorant Brethren.” 
There is a lot of truth to that, but there is a comma after that word ignorant, and it really means he didn’t 
want them to be without knowledge.  Paul uses that expression, “I would not have you ignorant, 
brethren,” six times.  Here he is talking about his Gentile apostleship and his Gentile ministry.  Notice in 
the next few verses how he mentions his Gentile ministry.  
 
Verse 13 says that he was “let hitherto.”  That is an archaic use of the word let, meaning to hinder.  
Come to Romans 15:22 to see it means "hindered".  People make a big deal about the archaic words in a 
King James Bible.  That tickles me sometimes.  We use the word let about a half dozen different ways; all 
of them are in the Bible.  All that talk about archaic words is more heat than light.  If you are willing to 
read a bit, and study a bit, you would find some of these words defined by other verses in the Bible.  You 
can take almost any Bible word I know of and define it by other verses in the Bible.  Let me show you a 
“for instance:”  If you read the book of Romans, you’d read 15:22 and put the two verses together and 
be able to figure it out. 
 
The way to study your Bible is not to turn to other books first that will doubt, contradict, change, or deny 
what the you’r reading.  Give your Bible the benefit of the doubt; take a believer’s viewpoint.  God gives 
you teachers.  If you can’t understand your Bible yourself, go ask your teacher.  If he has been studying, 
he will know.  God doesn’t expect you to know everything and be able to figure it out all by yourself at 
first, but eventually you begin to do that.  Don’t develop the habit of being an unbelieving student.  
Develop the habit of giving the Bible the benefit of the doubt.  Be positive toward the Bible and negative 
toward everything else.  A Bible believer’s world viewpoint is to be negative toward man and positive 
toward the Bible.  Do you know how the world looks at it?  They’re negative toward the Bible, they doubt 
it; and they’re positive toward man.  They’re secular humanists and don’t even know it. 
 
The Romans are basically Gentiles.  The book is basically written to Gentile believers.  Romans in the 
Bible is synonymous with Gentiles.  The church is predominately a Gentile church, although it is clear that 
there are Jews in the church. 
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Do you see the emphasis in this passage on Paul’s willingness, his desire, his ministry, his apostleship to 
the nations, as in Romans 1:5.  That is Paul’s ministry; he has a Gentile ministry.  You will find that some 
people do not believe that and will say he did not have a Gentile ministry in the book of Acts.  Others will 
say Paul ministered to some Gentiles but not to idol-worshiping heathen Gentiles, and that he only 
ministered to Gentiles that had some association with the nation Israel.  These are called “Acts 28'ers,” 
as they do not believe the body of Christ began until after the book of Acts (Acts 28:28).  They have to 
deny that Paul had any type of ministry to anyone outside the covenants and promises until after the end 
of Acts. 
 
Now, wait a minute.  I wanted to go, but I was let and I didn't get there.  That’s not the way I normally 
use the word let.  Is that the way you normally use it?  Not today.  It’s an archaic usage.  I look at it and 
I say, “That’s a difference use of the word.”  I say, “Lord, I’ve got to have an answer, and I’m going to 
keep reading.”  So I’m reading through Romans and I come to Romans 15:22: 
 
 

 

Romans 1:14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; 
both to the wise, and to the unwise.  

Paul said:  “Christ sent me to the Gentiles, so I’m a debtor to them.  I owe them a debt.”  He owes them 
because Christ commissioned him and gave him to minister to them.  Christ sent him out with a new 
message for all men, and he felt himself obligated to preach it to all men.  “I’m a debtor both to the 
Greeks and to the Barbarians.”  That is what knowledge does.  Remember that Jesus Christ said, “to 
whom much is given, much is required” (Luke 12).  Come to 1 Corinthians 9:16-17 and 1 Thessalonians 
2:4, and notice Paul’s attitude about this. 
 
The Greeks divided the world into two classes of people: themselves and what they called the Barbarians.  
The wise are the Greeks, the unwise are the Barbarians.  The word for Barbarian basically means the 
uneducated person.  The Greeks are educated, the Barbarians are uneducated.  It is a reference to 
someone who could not speak Greek at the time. 
 
What he is talking about in verse 14 doesn’t have anything to do with speaking Greek today.  In the 
world at that time there were the cultured educated people, and they were the Greeks and philosophers.  
The Greeks looked down at everybody in a hoity- toity kind of way, and you were either one of us or one 
of them.  Paul said “I’m bound to preach to the Greeks and the Barbarians—that’s everybody, whether 
they’re the “in” society and the scholars union, or whether they are the outcast.     
 
Let me show you a couple verses.  Notice that in verse 14 he says “I am debtor.”  In verse 15 he says, “I 
am ready.”  In verse 16 he says, “I am not ashamed.”  That’s a good sermon outline.  Come with me to 
Acts 21:13.  Agabus tells him that he is going to go to Jerusalem and will be bound.   
 
The ministry is a debt.  1 Corinthians 9:16 

 

Romans 1:15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to 
you that are at Rome also.  
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The Righteous Shall Live by Faith 

The theme of the book of Romans: v 16,17 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek.  (Redeem the sinner) 

I want you to notice that each one of the verses:  Romans 1:16 through 18 start with the word for.  That 

is a particle of further explanation.  The Greek word is gar.  The word appears when he is going to 
explain something.  In verse 15 he says, “I’m ready.”  Why is Paul ready? 
 
Do you see that logical progression through there?  There are four of them, and you need to note them 
because verses 16 and 17 are the theme of the book of Romans.  The theme of the book of Romans is in 
chapter 1 verses 16 and 17: justification by faith alone.  It is real important that you understand what is 
going on there.  They set off the whole book.  The whole book is logical like that. 

    
Notice the first for in verse 16.  Why is he ready?  “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.”  He is 
not saying that he is not ashamed to stand on a street corner and preach the gospel, or be identified with 
it.  That is not the idea.  The idea is that he was ready, because he knows the gospel works.  “I’m not 
ashamed to preach it, because I know when I preach it, if someone will believe it, it is the power of God 
to salvation.  It is the answer.”  He said, “I’m ready to preach the gospel even to you people at Rome, 
because what I have to preach works, and it’s the answer, and I’m not ashamed of it.  “I’m not backing 

up.  I know that it works.”  That’s important.  Do you know how to keep your confidence in the gospel?  
That’s how you do it.  Don’t ever lose that confidence.   
 
You get in a situation, and you see something, and you see they have this need and that need.  
Remember that the gospel is the power of God unto salvation, and because of that, you don’t have any 
business being ashamed of it.  You don’t have to back up a bit.  It’s what God has put in your hand.  You 
have the answer.  God gave it to you and expects you to get it out.  That’s your responsibility, and the 

gospel is what you want to get out.  That is the issue.   
 
You don’t have any right to be ashamed of it.  Jesus Christ became a criminal in the midst of criminals for 
you.  If you stand up for Him, and you preach the Word of God, and you preach the gospel of grace, and 
you magnify and exalt Him and His work for you, you know what is going to happen to you?  You will 
become one too.  The servant is not greater than his master.  Paul said, “I suffer trouble as an evil doer.”  
 
Now let us look at verse 16.  There are a lot of things that we have to get real clear because this is the 
pivotal part of the book of Romans.   Note it states "to the Jew first, and also to the Greek." 
 
In verse 14: the Greeks and the Barbarians is the way the Greeks divide the world.  In verse 16 where he 
says the Jews and the Greeks, that is the Jewish way of dividing the world:  us and them.  The Jews 
would put the Greeks as the top group of the Gentiles.  You can take the best of the Gentiles, they are 
over yonder, and we’re over here.     
 
Paul is saying there that when Christ was preached to the Jews, God saved the ones that believed.  When 
He was preached to the Greek, He saved the ones that believed.  This passage is a reference to the 
historical fact of the going of the gospel, not to Paul’s commission of the dispensation of grace.  There is 
a historical fact that the gospel goes out, and an order that it goes out.  This passage is used sometimes 
for Paul’s commission, and they’ll say you ought to take the gospel to the Jew first today on the basis of 
this passage.  Paul is not referring to his commission.  He is not giving the order of his method of 
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evangelizing throughout the dispensation of grace.  What it is: he is recognizing the dispensational 
position of Israel at that time period.  Notice that it is not the order of the whole book.  See Romans 3:1 
where he flips the order. 
 
This is not saying that he is commissioned to the Jews first.  Paul is saying that when Christ was 
preached to the Jew, He saved; and when he was preached to the Greek, He saved.  Christ saves all men 
without any distinction.  The statement is not a statement of priority for the Jew; it is a statement of 
equality.  Look at Romans 2:9 to see how we know that.  If you’re going to interpret a verse, interpret it 
by comparing verse with verse. 
 
Notice that verses 16, 17, and 18 all begin with the word For.  The Greek word is gar, and it is properly 
translated by that word for.  It is a particle of further explanation.  It is a word used to further explain 
something that has just been said.  In verse 15 he had just told them, “So, as much as in me is, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.”  “I have been sent out with an unrestricted 
apostleship, and the reason I haven’t come there to you Romans isn’t that I haven’t been sent to you, 
and it isn’t that I’m not interested in you.  It is because circumstances have hindered, but I’m ready to 
come.  Why is he ready to preach the gospel to them at Rome also?  “For”—further explanation.  Why is 
he not ashamed of the gospel of Christ? "for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek." 
 
Why is the gospel the power of God unto salvation?: Romans 1:17 
 
By the time you get to verse 16, in the first 15 verses, the introduction to the book of Romans, Paul has 
settled the details of his distinctive apostleship.  He wants them to understand that he has not been able 
to get to them, but it’s not because he was not sent to them.  He was sent out with an unrestricted 
apostleship to all nations, and he was sent to them.  And he wants them to understand that he didn’t 
come to them not because they weren’t dear to his heart, because they were.  Circumstances had 
hindered him. 
    
Then in verse 16 he is ready to spell out the details of the gospel of grace that are committed to him, so 
that these people might be established in the matter of justification.  Paul knew what God’s design for 
the edification of the believer’s soul was.  In fact it is in his epistles that it is spelled out; and in this 
epistle of Romans above all others it’s spelled out exactly:  what God’s design for the edification of the 
believer is, and Paul is going to follow that design in the book of Romans.  That is the reason we’re 
studying Romans to get basic Bible doctrine.  The reason we are not studying Systematic Theology is 
because we are following Paul’s design in his epistles, laid out clearly for us, believing that that is the 
proper approach to take.  If you want to see a person edified, it would be logical to follow the design God 
gives you in His Word, and that’s what we’re doing.   
 
Now Paul is going to do that. He is through the introduction, and he is beginning to lay out in a sort of 
capsule form, the theme of what he is going to say in the rest of the book.  The Romans were not 
unstabilized believers.  They had some very good teachers in their midst.  Paul had not led them to the 
Lord; the church had been established by others, yet they were not ignorant of what was going on.  They 
were aware of his Gentile apostleship, and he simply reminds them of it.  
 
The term “the gospel of Christ” is comparable to “the gospel of God” in verse 1.  It is the gospel from 
God; it is the gospel that has God as its author.  It is the gospel about Christ; He is its subject.  about 
Christ; He is its subject.  You have to be careful with that genitive of; it can be rather difficult at times, to 
read and understand exactly what it means.  When you translate it, there all kinds of ways you can use 
it.  For example notice the following two phrases.  Of is used in opposite ways:  
 
1) The love of God:  That is God loving you; the love emanates from God.  This is called a subjective 
genitive.  It is the love that belongs to God. 
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2) The fear of God:  Is that God fearing you?  No.  That is you fearing God.  That is an objective genitive.  
Fear is going out from you, you are fearing Him.  It is fear that you have in relationship to God.  
 
The “gospel of God” would be subjective.  That’s the gospel coming out from God.  But “the gospel of 
Christ,” it is objective.  It would be the gospel about Christ.  Someone may come along sometime and tell 
you that the “gospel of Christ” is the message He preached back in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, but 
that is not so.   
 
Next, he says the gospel is the power of God.  That is the word dunamis, dynamite.  That is a word that 
describes the ability to accomplish something.  The gospel is the ability to accomplish salvation to 
everyone that believes.  How are you going to get people saved?  Preach the gospel to them. 
 
You see, folks, the gospel is the power of God unto salvation.  So when you are preaching in your 
ministry, what you want to preach is the gospel.  One of the first lessons I ever learned is the only thing 
to preach is the gospel.  I wasn’t smart or articulate, still am not either one, but I know what the issue in 
preaching is, and that is the clear accurate authoritative communication of a message.  That is the issue.  
We’ll see that more and more as we continue here, and Paul is making that abundantly clear:  where the 
power of God is, is in the gospel.  You need to get the details of the gospel down, and you need to 
clearly understand it in order to have yourself prepared and edified in order to serve God. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:1-4 identifies the contents of the gospel of Christ. 
 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ” — That is why he is ready to preach. 
“for it is the power of God” – That is why he is not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. 
 
What is the power of God unto salvation?  The gospel of Christ, the Word of God.  I can't say that verse 
enough:  faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.   The gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation.   It is the gospel, it is the Word of God, it is the message that God gives in His book, that the 
Spirit of God uses.  It is the seed whereby you are begotten.  The seed is what gives life.   The life is in 
the Word of God.    
 
The Calvinist idea is this:  here you are, and you are dead, and you can't believe, and your old spirit is 
just laying there like Lazarus—stone cold dead on the slab.   God comes along and implants faith—He 
implants life in you.  He regenerates you, He gives you a new heart.  Where did you read that in the 
Bible?  Jeremiah 31, Ezekiel 36—new covenant blessings.  “I'll take away the old stony heart and give 
you a new heart.”  Do you know what happens?  They run over yonder, and get that old kingdom 
blessing.   God doesn't work today like He did in the pentecostal program, and like He will in the kingdom 
program; and that is the way it is.    
 
They've got Him coming and regenerating you, and giving you life, putting a new heart in you, and now 
that new nature in you can believe.  So they say you are first regenerated, then because you are 
regenerated, you can believe the gospel, and when you believe the gospel, you get saved.  In other 
words, you can't believe and get life; rather, you get life and then believe.   That is Calvinism.  That is 
the theological system, and that is the theological argument about whether or not you can believe 
without God first regenerating you.  You have to be regenerated first and then you believe.   
 
Do you believe, and then are you regenerated?   Well, when you read the verses in your Bible, the life 
comes not from the Holy Spirit going “ooooooo”—pulling a plug out of the side of your head, and pouring 
in faith—I’m being facetious.  Listen, the Spirit of God never works apart from the Word of God, and the 
Word of God never works apart from the Spirit of God in this age.    
 
So how does the Spirit of God come in?   He comes in through the words in the Book.  What is it that he 
uses?  The words.  John 6:63  
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The gospel is “the power of God unto salvation” to every one that believes it.  Please understand that.  
The gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation – the fact that Jesus Christ died for our sins, was 
buried, and was raised again for our justification.  Faith in that alone is the power of Almighty God to 
salvation.   
 
Therefore, if the gospel is the power of God unto salvation, you have to keep that gospel focused on 
grace.  Because when you allow it to be focused on anything but grace, and you let works come in, then 
the gospel is not the gospel any longer.  Now it’s another gospel.  It’s a different gospel.  Its been 
twisted, its been perverted into something other than the gospel of grace, and it won’t help anybody to 
believe it.  You can believe all kinds of things about the Lord Jesus Christ.  You can believe all kind of 
things about his death, his burial, and his resurrection.  But if you take grace out of it, God takes 
salvation out of it.   
 
Now I talked to you about that “other gospel”.  It’s different in its source, in its type, and in its result.  Do 
you remember that?  It is a different source – one comes from God, one comes from Satan.  It is 
different in its type – one is a grace gospel and the other is a works gospel.  And it is different in its 
result – one is the power of God unto salvation and the other is of none affect (nothing happens when 
you believe it).   
 
The question arises then – How is the gospel twisted and corrupted and distorted and perverted into 
another gospel?  Well, I want you to notice two passages.  Turn to Acts 15:22-24 
 
Paul says in Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of [Who?] Christ.”  And the gospel of 
Christ is also a gospel message that is inter-dispensational.   

 

Romans 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from 
faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. (As it is written = means 

OT) (Your faith is (you are) the issue in time past = Christ’s faith is the issue today)  

Why is righteousness important?  Romans 1:18 
 
That word “righteousness” simply means the moral position of one who has completely met all His 
obligations, and He is right.  Righteousness = right-ness.  The old English word is rightwise, a right way.  
In other words the man is going in a straight, a proper, a right way, and he has fully met all of his 
obligations.  In other words he is just doing right.  The righteousness of God simply means that God 

always does what is right.  The righteousness of God, the fact that God always does right, is revealed in 
the cross. 
 
His justice is satisfied, and yet sinners can be saved and forgiven also, declared righteous.  Why?  By 
what His Son has done for you—by fully paying the price.  
 
Paul is warning you in 1:17 that the gospel declares the righteousness of God to do this.  We don’t have 

anything to commend us, but God Himself paid the debt for us fully and completely.  Therefore God could 
be just and also be the justifier of sinners.  That is declared in the gospel.  There is an illustration of that 
in the Old Testament (see Micah and Numbers). 
 
This whole issue is an issue of faith.  That first “faith” is God’s faithfulness at Calvary to be and do what 
He said He would.  The next “faith” is our faith resting in Him.  That expression, “faith to faith” is a very 
important statement. 
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His faithfulness says, “Come and trust Me, I’ve paid it all.”  That underlined phrase is a quotation from 
Habakkuk 2:4.  If you read Habakkuk, you’ll see that Habakkuk’s faith rested on the faithfulness of God 
even though the outward circumstances prompted fear and doubt.  He rested on what God said and 
God’s faithfulness.  Even though our outward circumstances prompt fear and doubt, we are sinners and 
failures continuously, yet we can rest on the faithfulness of God in what Christ has accomplished for us at 
Calvary.  All of this is revealed and made known in the gospel that Paul is going to delineate in Romans.  
There is one other “for.” 
 
“For therein is the righteousness of God revealed” – That is why the power of God unto salvation is in the 
gospel. 
 
Paul starts this passage with this issue – that, in the gospel, the righteousness of God is revealed.  Then 
he stopped and went into the wrath of God – revealed from heaven.  God’s wrath is revealed in the 
Gospel of Grace as a warning to unsaved men.  Now Paul goes back to the issue of righteousness and 
will describe for us how the righteousness of God is revealed.  The issue now, in this age, is a revelation 
of the righteousness of God in the dispensation of grace, in the gospel committed to Paul.  That is a 
tremendous change.   And we receive that revelation, that manifestation, through the gospel committed 
to Paul.  Galatians 3:23-26. 
 
That is a “now time” revelation.  It is part of what you learn from the grace of God – that the issue has 
always been faith. 

 

 

God's Wrath on Unrighteousness 

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in 
unrighteousness; (Warning) 

Righteousness is important because the wrath of God is revealed against unrighteousness and 
ungodliness.  Righteousness is revealed in the gospel, and the gospel is the power of God unto salvation.  
There is a logical progression here, and he Paul begins to list the issues in the gospel of grace, and spell 
out the details of how the gospel became the power of God unto salvation, how it is that the gospel is 

the power of God to salvation.   
 
Paul begins to deal with the details of the wrath of God.  Notice where he starts.  He does not start with 
the righteousness of God or the cross; he starts with the issue of the wrath of God.  The necessity for 
righteousness is stressed first by stressing the fact of the revelation of the wrath of God against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men.  He goes on through 3:20 and establishes the need. 
  
No righteousness in the world (chapter 1:18 - 32) 
No righteousness in the individual  
No righteousness in the Jew (chapter 2:17, ff.) 
No righteousness in the law for you and for me  (chapter 3)  
 
God’s entire provision is in the gospel, and the need for the provisions of the gospel are demonstrated 
here in Romans.  We will see that man needs more than knowledge.  He has the creation testimony in 
chapter 1, and the testimony of the law in chapter 3.  Man has the knowledge of what is right, but what 
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he needs is the ability and power to perform, and he does not have that.  I want you to understand that 
in Romans 1:16-17 Paul has given you the theme, and these things lay out the groundwork for what is to 
follow. 
 
Here is how they hold the truth in unrighteousness (Rom 1:20)...they have the witness of the creation.  
When they reject “that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto 
them:”  God has revealed some things to man.  They have some truth, some information, some content.  
What is it?  What is the truth there?  Rom 1:19-20 
 
Wrath is exactly what men deserve. Ultimately, the condemnation of man is because he has refused to 
give God the glory that is due Him. 
 
Verses 18-22 give you the details of how it came about that the Gentiles began to walk in their own way.  
Mr. Stam calls verses 21, 22, and 23, “How The Heathen Got That Way.”  I like that.  How did they get 
that way?  They rejected the revelation God gave them, and went on human viewpoint, developed 
human wisdom, and began to walk in it.  Then they began to manufacture their own ways of walking.  
Then in verse 24, He gave them up. 
 
“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven” – That is why the righteousness of God had to be 
revealed. 
 
The wrath of God was ready to be poured out upon a justly deserving world.  God held that wrath back 
in the prophetic program and introduced the mystery program.  Instead of pouring out his wrath he sent 
out a message called the Gospel of the Grace of God.  
 
18  For the wrath of God is revealed [Where? Not in the earth, but] from heaven  
 
How is it revealed from heaven and not from the earth?  It is revealed from heaven through a message, 
through the message that is committed to the trust of the Apostle Paul.  The Lord Jesus Christ ascended 
up above all heavens, and committed a message to Paul; and that message makes known His wrath and 
His power by enduring the vessels of wrath with much longsuffering—in other words, by the gospel of 
the grace of God.  God's wrath is revealed from heaven, and God is showing His wrath and His power 
through a message that is being sent out.  
 
Look with me at I Corinthians 1.  By now, gentlemen, I hope I don't need to emphasize this.  I am not 
going to take the time to do it, but God's wrath and God’s power is made known through the preaching 
of the cross.  God's attitude toward sin is plainly set forth there at the cross.  What He is going to do with 
sin, and where His wrath is, how real it is, (though delayed), and His power, is manifested through the 
preaching of the cross—all that was accomplished at Calvary.  1 Corinthians 1:18, 1 Corinthians 1:24  
 
Our terminology is faulty it deals too lightly with sin and its consequences.  In other words, if we fail to 
convey, to the unbeliever, the horrors of his being lost, our terminology is failed in communicating the 
gospel.  Romans 1:18 is the first issue and it’s the issue of wrath.  Romans 6:23 

 

Romans 1:19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in 
them; for God hath shewed it unto them.  

You see, they know some things about God.  Verse 19 says that which may be know of God is manifest 
in them; for God hath showed it to them.  They have a witness inside of themselves.  Men instinctively 
know about God; they know of God who created them; and they know it from something God put in 
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them, and from the witness He put around them.  Verse 19 speaks of the witness inside; we call it 
conscience.  In that sense conscience is that sense of moral blameworthiness.  God has put a conscience, 
a knowledge system inside of man, and in that, God has made it known unto them.  He has manifest it in 
them—inside of them.  So there is witness inside of every man about God. 
 
They have that innate knowledge.  God puts it in them. 

 

Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, 
even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:  
(Will of God in God’s words) 

They know God; they have a God consciousness.  God has shown them things about Himself, and they 
know Him.  What do they do?  
 
In verse 20 where it says, “the invisible things,” is not talking about the objects God created, but it’s 
talking about the invisible attributes of God himself, described in the passage as “his eternal power and 
Godhead.”  In other words, the essence of God—who He is, the invisible things of God—from the creation 
of the world is clearly seen.  You can look around you at the creation, and it clearly demonstrates the fact 
of a Creator.  That creation around men bears witness to that knowledge inside of man that God has 
placed there, that there is a God.  They bear witness to the invisible things of God:  His power and His 
Godhead.  God has manifested Himself to creation in such a way that there should be no doubt as to His 
existence.  God has fixed things with mankind so that there is no doubt, and the nations knew about 
God.   
 
Men today know about God.  No one is born into this world with a right-functioning mind who does not 
have within his heart a consciousness of God Almighty.  God has put it there.  The passage is very clear 
that the evidence of God, as manifested through that material creation, bears witness to that inner 
conscience of man that God is there.  The material creation around us is the tangible evidence of God’s 
power and Godhead.   
 
The invisible things of God are understood by looking at the creation around you.  Every man has a 
knowledge that God is there.  That is why he is without excuse.  There has been revelation from God.  
Do you remember that word from Manuscript Evidence class?  Revelation is the unveiling—God disclosing 
Himself to man.  God has placed that instinctive knowledge within every man, a capacity to look at 
creation and recognize some things about the Creator. 

 
The idea is that God Almighty has put a language in creation that testifies to every man, and it says, “In 
the beginning, God.”  That is theory.  But with the next word:  “In the beginning, God [what?] created.”  
That’s the evidence.  There is the idea, the theory; so the tangible evidence of God is the creation.  Our 
faith in God is in the objective evidence of provable, demonstrative, demonstrable, empirical fact.  Your 
faith in God Almighty is in a provable, demonstrable fact evidenced by creation and witnessed in the 
heart of every man.  You need to remember that in your personal work.  People have the witness around 
them, and they have the instinctive inner witness that responds to that outer testimony that tells them 
there is a God.  Our faith rests in objective evidence—the evidence that God has created. 
 
Our faith is not mysticism.  Mysticism is what follows unbelief.  Remember that:  mysticism follows 
unbelief.  Faith in the Bible is not jumping out into the dark.  That is unbelief that does that, because 
when you have faith in what God says, it is not dark out there; there is light.  Darkness is the result of 
not believing and refusing to believe what God has told you.   That is what the next verse does. 



 
The point in verses 19 and 20 is that God has given a revelation.  He has given man the truth, the issue 
of who He is and the fact that He is there.  Men do not have to go on in ignorance.  People say, “What 
about the heathen who have never heard?”  What don’t they know?  God has placed a God 
consciousness within every man.  (I use man in a generic sense.)  Every person you meet has a God-
consciousness inside, and God has placed in the creation around man an objective witness to stir up that 
God-consciousness.  As long as a man will respond to the light he has, God will give more light.  If a man 
will respond positively to the light that he has, God will give him more and more light.  The problem is 
that men respond negatively to the revelation.  God has given a revelation, and what do men do?  They 
reject it.  They don’t want it.  They refuse it.  It isn’t that they can’t know; it is that they don’t want to 
know.  That is important to notice. 
 
Paul is setting up the reason for the wrath.  He is describing how it is that the times of ignorance came 
about.  What you have in verse 21 is the negative response to God’s revelation.  They refuse to believe 
the revelation.  They turn from the revelation.  It isn’t that they can’t know; it is that they refuse to know.  
In verse 20 they are without excuse.  There is no reason for a man to be ignorant, because God has not 
left Himself without witness.  Remember the verse we read last time. 
 
Man has an internal witness that responds to the external witness.  God made every man that way.  
What does man do with that? Verse 21: negative response: They don’t fall down and worship Him. 
 
God has given a revelation.  We’ve seen that the revelation from God is in two parts.  There is an inner 
witness, inside of man that responds to the outer witness in creation.  So God put the witness inside of 
man—God has manifested it in them, inside of them.  And that knowledge responds to the creation 
around man.  But man’s problem was not that he did not have revelation.  The problem is that God gave 
him the revelation, and man responded to the knowledge God gave him in a negative manner. 
 
(1) – Natural Revelation.  God has given natural revelation, and it is in creation according to the passage 
(verses 18-20).  There is a natural revelation.  Its contents have to do with the fact that (verse 20) they 
know his eternal power and his Godhead.  In other words, there is something about the glory, the power, 
the deity of God that men know, and they learn it from creation. 
Do you remember Psalm 19:1?  “THE heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his 
handywork.”   
 
Romans 1:20 says, “For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen.”  It 
manifests some things about God.  The “invisible things of God” is God’s essence; that is who he is – his 
attributes, his character.  There is a revelation of that in creation. 
Now, the clarity of it is very obvious for verse 20 says, “so that they are without excuse.”  That is why 
the old saying states, “You do not meet any 10-year-old atheists.”  God has given the revelation, and it is 
clear. 
 
But, men reject the revelation of God, and as a result, they develop intellectual and philosophical and 
theological systems to try to deny the existence of God.  God put the knowledge there; but they reject it, 
and they go off into all kinds of other things.  But, the knowledge is there – natural revelation.  God has 
given natural revelation in creation and also in man.  So, there is Natural Revelation.  All men have it.  
They have it from creation; they have it within themselves from conscience.   
 
The Gentiles are without excuse.  We spent a lot of time on that and you should remember that the 
Gentiles have a God consciousness and have a negative response toward that God consciousness and are 
without excuse.  They reject God’s truth so they are already condemned. 
 
They know some things.  They know there is a God.  They know the Godhead, and they know His 
power.  They know they are going to face Him in judgment.  What do they do with that 
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knowledge?    Their vain empty ideas took their heart and gave it a blackout, and made them 
fools.   
 
They know Him.  They understand Him.  They have the revelation.   And they did, “because that, when 
they knew God,” they had the understanding of what He wanted.  He gave them instructions (Genesis 1-
10). 
 
 

 

 

Romans 1:21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not 
as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, 
and their foolish heart was darkened.   

Paul is showing you there how man walked in his own ways, in his own ignorance, and God gave him up 
and allowed man to do what he wanted to do.  In the program of God revealed to Israel, God would pour 
His wrath out on all the ungodly at His second coming.  The nations would be wiped out at that time.  
Paul tells them about that day of wrath in chapter 2.  In chapter 1 Paul shows you how man walked in his 
own ways, and in chapter 2 he points to that wrath that is coming. 
 
They refused to give God the glory that is due Him, and therefore, they deserve wrath and Paul said, 
“Therefore, the wrath of God is revealed from heaven.  It hasn’t been poured out yet, but my gospel 
makes it known that it is a reality.”  One of the classic passages in the Bible on giving God the glory, and 
the result that comes about from failing to give God the glory is found in Jeremiah.   
 
Then what happens?  They begin to walk in their own ways. They begin to walk in the ways of their own 
ignorance. 
 
They weren’t even grateful for the provisions that God had made so they would be sustained in life.  That 
is about as base a type of ingratitude as you can have—not even to be grateful for that which sustains 
you through life.  That is a negative response to the revelation that God has given of Himself.  They 
refused to glorify Him as God.  That issue there is that they refused to glorify Him as who He is, that is, 
the Creator.  They refused to give God the glory; and because of that, the wrath of God is on them.   
 
What he is doing in verse 21 is, he is describing how men cover up the revelation.  They reject the 
revelation.  They don’t want it.  They choose not to believe it.  They turn from it and say, “We don’t want 
to worship God as Creator.”  Glorifying Him as God is to glorify Him as the Creator of heaven and earth.  
That is the issue here in verses 19 and 20.  They know that He is the Creator, and they refuse to glorify 
Him as who He is.   
 
21  … neither were thankful … 
 
That is one of the reasons in I Thessalonians 5:18 Paul says, “In everything give thanks, for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”  You want to be grateful.  You want to be thankful.  The real 
motive for service today is love, gratitude, thankfulness to God for all He has done for us.  When man 
began walking in his own ways, it originated, or had its beginning, with not giving God the glory.  When 
man quit giving God the glory, he quit thanking God for what He had.  Those are two simple concepts, 
but they are basic to every problem men have today. 
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The cover up begins in the second half of verse 21.  They have the revelation, verses 19-20.  They reject 
the revelation.  They have a negative response toward God’s truth, and then they begin to cover up.   
 
21  … but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

22  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 
 

They’re trying to cover up the issue here.  They became vain in their imaginations.  The word vain there 
means empty—empty thoughts, empty ideas, empty concepts—just useless, worthless, valueless 
thinking.  They’ve got to get rid of the light.  They’ve got to darken the light, so their foolish heart, by 
way of their vain, empty thinking, darkens the light.  The empty thinking darkens the light—puts the light 
out.   
 

Job 38:2  Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?  
 

A bunch of dumb, stupid, human ideas come along; they sound great, but they are the result of rejecting 
the revelation that God gave, and they cause darkness in the soul.  “Professing themselves to be wise, 
they became fools.”  The “thinking” in verse 21 is about themselves.  That is the problem.  They don’t 
want to give God the glory.  They’re going to give glory to themselves.  The useless, vain thoughts that 
results in their foolish heart being darkened, has to do with professing themselves to be wise—they 
became fools.  They began to think about themselves, and began to puff them themselves up, and began 
to glorify themselves, not God.  Then they began to be thankful to themselves, not God.   
 
Human viewpoint today is all positive toward man and negative toward God.  The viewpoint of the world, 
the viewpoint of the world’s religious system is positive toward man (verses 21, 22) and negative toward 
God (verse 21a).  The Bible viewpoint is to be positive toward God and negative toward man.  Man says 
we are going to work it out.  We’re going to get the answer.  We’re going to fix it.  We’ll have our wise 
idea.  God says human wisdom is foolishness.   
 
It should be obvious in the passage that man’s wisdom is designed for one purpose:  to get rid of the 
light that God has given him.  Man’s wisdom, human viewpoint, human reasoning, the philosophers of 
the world, the religion of the world, and all the rest is designed to get rid of the knowledge that God has 
given.  These people that knew God but glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful, but became vain 
in their imagination, their foolish heart was darkened, their professing themselves to be wise.  They 
became fools.  That is the cover up.  The idea is to get rid of God—get rid of that light that God has 
given—darken it, put out the light, that’s how you create darkness. 
 
Paul is describing in Romans 1 how it is that the time of ignorance came in, and how it is that men today 
are in the mess they are in, and why the wrath of God is revealed against them.  They have the 
revelation, and they reject the revelation.  Then having rejected the revelation, they develop a 
rationalistic system to exalt themself and explain away God—the Light.  The whole emphasis is to get rid 
of the light.  How many times have you heard me tell you that the creative genius of unsaved men is 
satanically inspired?  That is not because I do not appreciate the ability of man to use his “noodle” and 
think.  It is because I understand the principle of Romans 1, that man’s creative genius, when it is not 
controlled by the Word of God and by the Spirit of God has one aim, and that is to get rid of God and to 
get rid of the Word of God.  Psalms 14:1  The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God …  

 
Why would he say that?  The Bible assumes, takes for granted, that everybody believes in God, because 
God has put within every man a God-consciousness, (Romans 1:19). He has put about every man a 
creation that testifies to His power and Godhead that would stir up that God-consciousness in man.  So 
professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.  What does a fool say?  “There is no God.”  Why 
would he say that?  The rest of that verse (Ps 14:1-3). 
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Notice something about their foolish heart being darkened.  Come to Ephesians 4.   They are vain in their 
imagination and their foolish heart was darkened.  The parallel there is the “professing themselves to be 
wise” is their vain imagination, and they became fools is “their foolish heart is darkened.”   
 
The reference to glorifying God “as God” is a reference to glorifying Him as the Creator.  That’s where it 
begins—responding positively to the information that God has put within every man that God is their 
creator.  Because of their negative response, they’re not thankful, they became vain in their imaginations, 
and their foolish heart was darkened, professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.  The great 
cover-up takes place. They try to cover up the light that God gives them, and they changed the glory of 
God.  They began to develop their own ways of walking in their own understanding through their 
negative response. 
 
They said: We’re not going to do it God’s way.  We’re going to do it our way.  Cain did it in Genesis 4.  
The world at large, the nations of the earth, did it in Genesis 11 to which this is a reference. 
 
There are two great historical references in the book of Romans.  In chapter one, Paul deals with the 
events in Genesis 11 at the tower of Babel, when God set the nations of the earth aside and then turns to 
form one nation.   
 
The other historical reference is Romans five when he deals with Adam.  There are two times that God 
has alienated mankind.  Sin alienated the individual in Genesis 3, and that is dealt with in Romans 3-5.  
But rebellion at the tower of Babel caused the alienation of the nations of the earth.  That’s what is going 
on in Romans one.   
 
Romans 1 is a reference to what took place in Genesis 11 at the tower of Babel. 
 
Romans 1:21 says: “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were 
thankful.”  They rejected him.  They had the knowledge of God but they rejected him. They do not want 
God to rule over them.   
 
Continuing in verse 21: “but became vain in their imaginations, [They became vain – empty meaningless, 
worthless thinking.] and their foolish heart was darkened.”  I love that!  They just got all this worthless 
thinking, and the result was that they put the light out.  Their foolish heart was darkened; they got rid of 
the light.  They got rid of God.  They got rid of the light - the revelation that they had (verse 19 and 20), 
and they just put him out.  I mean, God is light isn’t he?  They put him out, verse 28: “And even as they 
did not like to retain God in their knowledge.”  Their foolish hearts were darkened.  So what do they do?  
Romans 1:22  
 
When sin comes in darkness comes into your soul. 
 
Romans 1:21: “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; 
[They became negative toward the doctrine.] but became vain in their imaginations.”  Their imagination 
(their thinking process) becomes vain.  It becomes a vacuum and all that false doctrine gets sucked in 
and “their foolish heart was darkened.”   
 
There is a definite result that comes about.  If you are negative toward the doctrine, the mind becomes 
vain, and a vacuum develops that sucks in all kinds of false doctrine, which produces a blackout in the 
soul.  As far as your soul is concerned all of the sudden the light goes out with regard to sound doctrine.  
So even the doctrine that is down in the soul is darkened.   
 
How well can you operate things in darkness?  You do not do very well.  You may be able to do a little bit 
in the dark, but did you ever try to write in the dark?  You could write in the dark, but what would be the 
result?  It would be a mess.  So, in other words, the doctrine does not operate very well when the heart 
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is darkened.  You are not very proficient in the doctrine you know, and pretty soon you stop using it.  
Turn to Ephesians 1:18. 

 

Romans 1:22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 
(Human wisdom) 

Ultimately the cause of man’s condemnation is a failure to give God the glory.  (That is one of the 
questions on your test.)  “They glorified him not as God, neither were thankful.”  That’s why I want you 
to read that material in Baker’s book (pages 104-141), because it will give you an idea about some of the 

theological concepts with regard to God, and some sections will be on His attributes.   
 
They rejected the doctrine—negative response—they chose not to believe the knowledge.  Then they 
began to cover up the knowledge and tried to rationalize their position.  They became vain in their 
imaginations - empty, foolish thinking.  Their foolish heart was darkened.  They tried to cover up the light 
that they had.  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.  Their vain thinking is self-oriented.  
It’s designed to look at themselves.  They profess themselves to be wise.  They don’t want that, we’ve 

got a better idea than believing in God.  They develop their own thoughts, their own human wisdom. 
 
Human wisdom has one aim:  to get rid of God-consciousness.  They rejected the God-consciousness; 
they said they would not glorify God.  They said, “We’re going to put ourselves up.”  And they develop a 
system of thinking that gets rid of God.  Man cannot exalt himself until he gets rid of God.  When God 
shows up, everybody is put down.   
 

In Isaiah 2 where it talks about the day of the Lord, it is the day when the high and lofty looks of men 
are brought low.  Why?  Because the Lord shows up.  When He shows up, not as a babe in a manger, He 
shows up with power!  The weakness is over.  He is God Almighty, raised from the dead, the Son of God 
with power now.  When God shows up, man goes down, so man doesn’t want him around.  So what does 
man have to do?  He has to cover up the light he has.  So he develops human wisdom, and begins to 
function on human viewpoint (Romans 1:21-22).   
 

First they have a negative response toward God and God’s revelation of Himself.  They reject God’s 
manifestation of Himself, His revelation.  They refuse to glorify Him.  They are unthankful.  Then they go 
into rationalism, they develop all these ideas and thoughts.  Professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools.  And what does a fool do?  He develops a religion. 
 
The smartest person you ever met is someone who quit trusting his own might, his own wisdom, his own 
power, his own ability to figure this thing out, pushing and shoving this thing over here and covering that 

thing over there and just forgot all that and trusted God and what God said to him.  You people need to 
realize that when you do that - you might not have a sixth-grade education, or you might have two PhDs 
and a ThD; it doesn’t make any difference – you are doing the smartest thing you ever did.   
 
I am not against education.  You should understand that.  Here I am teaching.  I think that if you have a 
mind you ought to use it, hone it, sharpen it and make it the best it ever can be.  If you have the 

capacity to go to school and get some formal education, brother, go get it.  There is a purpose to it.  You 
people sitting here in this building come to study, week after week.   
 
The local church is a classroom for the communication of doctrine and teaching from the Word of God.  
We study, we learn, we educate ourselves in the Word of God and in the things that help us understand 
scripture.  We are in favor of education, but you want to keep human wisdom, men’s ideas in proper 
perspective.  Don’t forget that.  The Lord just backs off over there.  He sees these wise, smart, religious 
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people and He just chuckles, “You guys aren’t ever going to get this.”  Do you know why?  Because they 
wouldn’t believe God’s word to them.   
 
When you go out from here believing God’s Word and get out there in life, do you know what the 
adversary tries to do?  He tries to intimidate you and make you think that you are a second or third-class 
citizen and you don’t have sense enough to be ambulating out there in society because, “you are not one 
of us.”  When they blow that smoke at you, just open the window and let it out.  Don’t get your eyes all 
teary and foggy and get to coughing and choking and forget who you really are.  You need to have 
confidence to know that when you rest in that Book, you are resting in the wisdom of God Almighty and 
that you are doing the only thing that is wise in the world.  When you do that, you are doing just what 
the Lord says you ought to do.   
 
Notice that He says He has revealed it unto babes.  Come over to Matthew 16, Acts 4 and John 7, and let 
me show you these babies.  Matthew 16:17 
 
Human wisdom (professing themselves to be wise) is foolishness.  Hold your hand here and go back to 1 
Corinthians 1, and see if that is what Paul says.  1 Corinthians 1:19-23 
 
Romans 1:22 says: “Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.”  They used rationalism.  They 
developed their own wise plans to get rid of God and to put themselves in his place.  
 

 

Romans 1:23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an 
image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted 
beasts, and creeping things.  

That is mysticism.  That is superstition.  
 

He invents a God who can tolerate his sin, and invents a God who he can successfully appease by his 
works, and by his actions.  That is the result of the rejection of truth.  You get man’s rationalizations 
(verses 21, 22), his human viewpoint, his human wisdom, his desire to cover up the revelation of God 
and eliminate the light he has, so that he affirms that the errors he invented are really the truth.  He 
convinces himself he is right, and that he can make right conclusions, even after he has rejected the 
source of truth. 
 

Let me show you what a college education is designed to do.  I pick on education sometimes, but not 
because I am against learning; we’re in school to learn.  We’re in school to learn based upon a viewpoint 
that comes out of the Word of God.  Modern education, ancient education, all human wisdom and human 
education is designed from the point of view of Romans 1:21 and 22.  That is the whole sum and 
substance of it all, and the Word of God is not bashful about saying that.  Human viewpoint, human 
wisdom is to get rid of what God’s Word says, turn out the light and create darkness.   
 

Folks, the greatest “brains” this world has ever produced could not answer the simple question about 
what was going to happen to them when they died:  Albert Einstein and Sigmund Freud.  Sigmund Freud 
couldn’t answer the question of what’s going to happen to you when you die.  Instead, he spent the rest 
of his life trying to prove that there wasn’t any God to have to worry about, and that religion was just 
frustrated sex drive.  That was his philosophy boiled down into one sentence.   
 
You can say that authoritatively based upon the Book, because you understand why and how those 
people’s minds think.  They develop a defense mechanism against the Bible, because the Bible just won’t 
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leave them alone.  So they develop a defense mechanism against it by saying it isn’t true, it isn’t 
relevant, it isn’t what it claims to be.  But that is just another way unsaved people try to get around 
receiving Jesus Christ as their Saviour, that’s all it is. 
   
The viewpoint you want to have is positive toward the Bible and negative toward man.  You need to be 
aware of the fact that when you have that viewpoint, you are going counter to everything going on in the 
world, even in the religious world.   
 
Notice the order: 
 

 There is revelation from God. 
 Then there is a negative response to the revelation. 
 They begin to “cover up” the truth—they don’t just respond negatively; but now they have to 
cover up the light because the light keeps blinding us.  They have to put out the light so they 
won’t be bothered by it.  
 Their heart begins to function on its own counsels and its vain imagination. 
 They manufacture their own ways to walk in. 
 They changed the glory of the uncorruptible God:  they develop religion, and that’s what 
verse 23 is. 
 

Someone said once that God created man in His own image and man is trying to return the compliment.   
 
“Uncorruptible to corruptible.”  Notice there is a progressive degeneration in the passage.  This is how 
men begin to manufacture their own ways to walk in.  In Acts 14:15 Paul said, “Don’t do these vanities.”  
That is the vanities of verse 21 here, which are the ways their vain thinking develops to walk in.  Notice:  

they’re moving from an uncorruptible God to corruptible man.  Man wants to deal with God on his own 
level; to lower Him down to be just another one of us.  What that does in reality is make a god out of us.  
Then he isn’t satisfied with that, so he makes Him to birds—not in heaven, but flying around where man 
can get them and shoot them down if he wants to.  Then to four-footed beasts—that’s domesticated 
animals.  Man can control them; that’s what a domesticated animal is.  They get God down to where they 
can control him.  Then to creeping things—that’s just bugs.  Do you know what you do with them?  You 
step on them.  They get God down where they can tread on Him.  That is creature worship and idolatry.  

The end of all apostasy is idolatry.  That never changes. 
 
In this passage they take the revelation God gave them, the Word of God, and they say, “We don’t want 
it.  We are going to develop our own thinking.  We have something we want to do, and we’re going to do 
things our way.”  They develop schemes, wise ideas, and plans—human viewpoint; and the result is that 
they develop a religion that is idolatry.  You see that in the world system around you.  Unfortunately, you 
can see saved people doing the same thing.  Don’t forget that.  The religious system around you is 

geared toward idolatry, and idolatry results when you don’t give God the glory and you are not thankful.  
You have a negative response to God’s revelation (His Word).  The religious system around us today is an 
idolatrous system, because it rejects the revelation of God and goes on the basis of human viewpoint.   
 
I’ve told you before that in church history there is a cycle where something starts out as a movement:  a 
man gets a message.  He gets a message, he begins to preach it and teach it.  He gets light from God.  
Then it becomes a movement.  People gather around him and see the truth of what’s going on.  People 

listen, get the message, and there is life of the Spirit of God in it.  Then it begins to develop into 
machinery.  When you get machinery going, you institutionalize it and honor the man.  The emphasis 
then goes from the message to the man.  Then as soon as it gets to the category of machinery it is going 
to move quickly into a monument.  A monument is just an idol.  That is idolatry. 
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The way that comes in even among you and me who are believers is when we do what those people 
here did:  if we are negative toward the Word of God.  Be positive toward God and negative toward man.  
Stick by that Book.  Anything that goes any other way is Romans 1:21 to 25. 
 
In verse 23 he begins to manufacture his own ways to walk in; he changed the glory of the uncorruptible 
God into an image made like unto corruptible man.  Someone once said that God has created man in His 
own image and man is trying to return the compliment. 
 
Mark this down:  The end of all apostasy is idolatry.  That is why apostasy is so dangerous.  Apostasy 
means a departure from the truth.  Any departure from the truth is dangerous, because the end of even 
little bits of apostasy is idolatry.  It always starts little.  In the passage it is pretty obvious that man is 
religious, because he is running blasphemously away from God into the pit of idolatry.  He is running 
from God.  Man by nature is religious.  He’s running blasphemously away from God with his own 
viewpoint of how to get rid of God and do what he wants to do. 
 
Now, man rejects God’s revelation.  Man rejects God’s revelation, but my point to you is that God gives 
the revelation.  
 
He starts out with God, then he changes the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like man, 
and then birds, and then fourfooted beasts, and then creeping things on the ground.   Do you see that 
devolution?  Not upward, but downward.  Not evolution, but devolution.  Man invented a system of 
ascendancy up to God. 
 
They have a religion of some sort.  Maybe their religion is evolution, which is what that verse describes.  
They developed their own ways, their own works, and their own things to do.   
 

 

Romans 1:24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness 
through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies 
between themselves: (Idle worship) 

“Wherefore”—because they did not want the revelation: they rejected it, they developed their own ways, 
their own ideas, and began to walk in their own ways.  The times of ignorance were there.  What did God 
do?  He gave them up.  He said, “If that is what you want to do, go on.  I’ll give you up.” 
 

We will study that more thoroughly in our next lesson, but in verse 24 where it says God gave them up to 
uncleanness, that is the divine estimate of everything that man does when he responds negatively to the 
God-consciousness that he has.  Everything a man does that is the result of negative response to the 
revelation God gives, God calls it uncleanness.   
 
Some commentaries say that Romans 1:24 “to dishonor their own bodies between themselves” is about 
homosexuality.  I do not believe it is the homosexual issue in that verse.  You will see that in verses 26 

and 27, but verse 24 is talking about uncleanness in respect to worship—the worship of the image 
situation in verse 23.  
 
Baal worship in the Bible is sexual perversion.  Freud was right about this to this extent.  Freud had the 
ability that any unsaved man has:  to gather facts.  The problem with the unsaved man is that he can not 
interpret the facts properly, because he has not the proper frame of reference to operate on.  But Freud 
did gather some things together and indicated that religion (he was talking about the religious system - 
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not salvation, not the Bible), is based on sexual perversion and frustration, because idolatry (and Baal 
worship in the Bible is the apex of that), is based in sexual perversion. 
 
Talking about the tribulation period to the church at Pergamos (Rev 2:14) 
 
So in Romans 1:24 where Paul is talking about dishonoring their own bodies, he was really talking about 
the fact that this stuff degenerates into a perversion of everything for which God created man.  One of 
the very first things God told man was to go out and reproduce and replenish the earth.  This goes down 
to the corruption of the very purpose for which God put man on the earth, and makes debauchery out of 
it. 
 
In the passage you have the details of how it was that man came to walk in his own way, and how the 
“times of ignorance” that are referred to in Acts 14 and 17 came about.  Man had the revelation from 
God; he had a negative response to the revelation.  He rejected it (verse 21); then he began to cover up 
the light he had, and to walk in the counsels of his own heart—to function according to his own 
imagination and develop his own ways to walk in.  When man did that, verse 24 says, “Wherefore God 
also gave them up.”  
 
Do you see how much that passage corresponds with Romans chapter 1?  What you have there is 
something happening in Romans 1 that refers to the beginning of “the times of ignorance.”  That system, 
that program, begins to develop back there in Time Past and continues until the antichrist shows up and 
culminates there.  Satan originates it, and the system becomes established among men, and the system 
builds and grows.  That system is called “the mystery of iniquity” in the ages to come.  The son of 
perdition, the man of sin, is the ultimate lie.  There is a man standing there saying, “I’m God,” and he is 
really the devil. 
   
I want you to see how this thing progresses.  In Romans 1 says “God gave them up.”  I know that when 
God put man on the earth in the beginning, I know from Romans 1 that man knew about God.  He knew 
there was a God, and he knew the truth about God, and he had an understanding about that.  He knew 
that God was Creator.  He did not glorify God as God the Creator, and he wasn’t grateful to God who 
provided the provisions to sustain him in life.  Let me show you that in history.  Come to Psalm 19. 
 
Verse 24 starts, “Wherefore,” (Because they developed that system), He gave them up to walk in their 
own ways.  From verse 24 to the end of the chapter, you have the details of what it means for a man to 
walk in his own way.  Verses 21, 22, and 23 tell why the Gentiles were given up to walk in their own 
ways.  Verse 24 tells what that means. 
 
In Acts 14 it says, “In time past he suffered all men to walk in their own ways.”  What does that mean?  
Paul is telling you here.  Remember that the “giving up” there took place at a point in time, a tremendous 
historical event—the Tower of Babel, (Genesis 11).  That is where God gave up the nations to walk in 
their own ways, after repeated and continuous dealing with them. 
 
We went over those verses last week and talked about the religious system they indicate.  Sometimes 
verse 24 is said to be about homosexuals, but that is not about homosexuality.  That is dealt with in 
verses 26 and 27.  This portion (verses 24-25) is talking about illicit sexual relationships done in 
connection with religious worship.  We looked at passages before in Revelation 2 about the idolatry in the 
tribulation:  Revelation 2:14 and 20 where it talks about “teaching my servants to commit fornication, 
and to eat things sacrificed to idols.”  That is Baal worship.  It’s an ungodly religious system.   
 
Notice in verse 24:  “… God also gave them up…” 
Verse 26:  “For this cause God gave them up…” 
Verse 28:  “And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over…” 
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Three times it is mentioned.  That indicates God’s absolute, total abandonment of man:  spirit, soul and 
body. 
 
The details of the degradation that follows that abandonment is given next.  They dishonor their own 
bodies between themselves; they change the truth of God into a lie and worship and serve the creature 
more than the Creator.  That is called humanism.  You may have heard something about that these days.  
Humanism merely means creature worship, worshiping man, the human, the race.  Man is the highest 
form of life, so man deserves to be worshipped.  That’s all that is.  It comes in different shapes and 
forms. 
 
They developed their own ways to walk in.  And, whether their religion is intellectualism (And you know 
that is a religion don’t you?), or whether their religion is philosophy, or whether their religion is 
hedonism, or whether their religion is twiddling the beads and crossing themselves down at a Cathedral 
somewhere, the whole intent of the wisdom of man is to make himself God – to worship the creature 
more than the Creator.   
 
Now, can you tell me how anybody could take the gospel message and do that?  Do you understand that 
when you add works to the gospel, you are taking out God’s grace, and you are putting in your works?  
Aren’t you making your works equal with the work of the Lord Jesus Christ at Calvary?  Aren’t you 
making your righteousness equal with God’s righteousness?  If you have any question about the answer 
to that, the answer is, “Yes you are”.  And God Almighty will not take it. 
 
The wisdom of words make the cross of none effect.  The wisdom of words has to do with man making 
his own ways, his own works, equal with God’s works, and with God’s ways.  Professing himself to be 
wise, he becomes foolish.   
 
Now come with me to 1 Timothy 4.  How is the gospel perverted?  It is perverted by destroying grace 
and by taking grace out of the gospel.  (And adding works does that.)  And it happens when people are 
constantly bombarded with the works program (that satanic policy of evil) and they are affected by it.  1 
Timothy 4:1-2 
 
You will notice in verse 24 that “God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own 
hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves.” 
 
 

Romans 1:25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped 
and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. 
Amen.  

Paul is demonstrating why the wrath of God is poured out, and why the grace of God is magnified in the 
gospel of the grace of God.  They take God’s truth (verses 19 and 20), and exchange it for Satan’s lie.  
The lie there is Satan and his plan and policy of evil.  What we’re dealing with here looks into the past 

about how the times of ignorance came about, but it also looks to the future when the antichrist comes 
and God Almighty pours His wrath out sure enough on this earth. 
 
Satan started the lie.  This is not just any lie, but a specific lie.  When you read about a lie in the Bible in 
these contexts, you are dealing with the lie that has to do with the one that Satan started—the one he 
propagated.  These people in Romans 1 have exchanged the truth of God and turned it into a lie.  They 
took God’s truth and said, “We don’t want it.”  They have gone whole hog after Satan and his policy of 
evil.  Notice that it says that they worshiped and served the creature more than the creator. 
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They took the truth and exchanged it for a lie.  They worship and serve the creature—it’s creature-
worship that they’re involved in.  The term “the lie” in this verse is a reference to Satan’s program of evil 
that is in operation.  It refers not to just any lie, but to Satan’s program of evil—a specific lie that 
represents a program.  That is a reference to a specific lie that Satan tells - not just any old lie or 
falsehood.  It is a specific lie that Satan is interested in propagating.  The lie that Satan told Adam sums 
it up well.  Come to Genesis 3:5, and compare this to Romans 1:25.  Satan is its author, the originator of 
the lie.  Eve is confronted by Satan and Adam is standing by. 
 
It leaves God out, and serves the creature.  Romans 1:25 is the essence of all idolatry.  The end of 
apostasy, the end of departing from the truth God gives, is always idolatry.  Don’t forget that.  The end 
of all apostasy is idolatry.  The result of departing from the truth God gives you is always idolatry, 
whether it’s the advanced truth that you and I are privileged to understand today, when you depart from 
it, you begin to build ecclesiastical monuments which turn into museums, and then morgues.  Or whether 
it’s the primitive basic truth like here, it always goes to idolatry.  It isn’t any better to have idolatry under 
a nice than it is a bad name.   
 
Satan is the originator of the lie.  The Babylonian delusion at the end of the age, the time of the Son of 
Man, (the day of the Lord), will mark the climax of the lie.  What you are dealing with in Romans chapter 
1 is something that goes back to the very beginning of the book of Genesis, yet it reaches all the way 
over to the end time and the antichrist. 
 
The issue in the passage is creation:  acknowledging God as the Creator.  The issue is Genesis chapter 1.  
They won’t do it.  So they develop a religious system.  Do not mistake it for a minute:  evolution is a 
religion, and the people that believe it, believe it because of religious conviction.  I know what they say:  
it is not a religion.  Secular humanism is a religion, and one of the basic tenets of secular humanism is 
organic evolution in the biological realm and the life science realm, and Marxism in the political/economic 
realm which is just Darwin’s theory of evolution applied to government.  Proverbs 18:1-2. 

 

Romans 1:26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for 
even their women did change the natural use into that which is against 
nature:  

The point is that God Almighty gave man up.  The references here to the “giving up” of man is something 
you must understand to get the book of Romans at this point.  This is a reference to a specific time in 

history when God gave up mankind, and the “times of ignorance” began (Babel).  We don’t talk about 
this very much, but if you are going to understand your Bible, you have to understand this.  Paul is still 
dealing in a dispensational context here.  It is very important that we understand the condition that the 
Gentile nations were in and why they were in it. 
 
The first thing that happens is they begin to worship themselves; professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools.  After they do that for a while, then they go down deeper.  Sin is a downward spiraling 

staircase, it always goes that way.  “For even their women did change the natural use into that which is 
against nature:”  Now, there is sexual perversion.   
 
Then in verse 26: “For this cause God have them up unto vile affections”.  That is your soul, your 
emotions.   
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Romans 1:27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men 
working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that 
recompence of their error which was meet.  

That is a clear passage.  There are no words minced in that passage.  That passage is talking about 
homosexuality, not as an alternate life style, but as sin.  There are three things you want to know about 
homosexuality: 

 
1. It is unnatural (verse 26). 
   
Notice the expression, “even the women” in verse 26.  Even the women did it.  One of the most wicked 
things to see in my mind is a woman smoking a cigarette.  That’s the dirtiest, filthiest, nastiest thing I 
ever saw in my life.  You may not think so, but to me that is just vile.  That’s not the only thing I think is 
dirty in the world, but I look at that and I think just like Paul does:  “even their women …”  Gentlemen, 

do you know you can judge a society by the standards it sets for its ladies?  A woman has the capacity to 
be the crowning jewel of all of God’s creation, and at the same time has the ability to be the lowest of 
the lowest creatures.  It got that bad, that even their women did change the natural use into that which 
is against nature—perversion.    
 
“They changed the natural use into that which is against nature:  And likewise also the men.”  God 
Almighty made you to function in a certain way.  He made certain responses, and certain stimulus and 
certain things in you a certain way, and that’s the way God made you.  Sin comes along and perverts it.  
It is not an alternate lifestyle, it’s perversion; it is sin, and it’s unnatural, and God never made anyone 
that way; nobody is ever born that way.  It is an acquired lifestyle, no matter how many polls they take 
among 30 year old perverts who said they didn’t learn it.  They all learned it.  And they’re all liars when 
they say they didn’t. 
 
2. It is unseemly (verse 27). 
 
The term in that verse, “burned in their lust” is a very clear expression referring to passion - they were 
passionately involved with other men.  “men with men working that which is unseemly.”  It’s indecent, 
it’s shameless.  The result is that “they received in themselves that recompence of their error which was 
meet.”  Folks, you never meet a happy one.  They might present a liberated outlook on life, but when 
they lay their head on their pillow at night or are alone, they are the most miserable, empty wretches 
that ever walked on the face of the earth.  They get their judgment in themselves.   
 
This is called sodomy in Genesis 19:5, which is where you read about Sodom and Gomorrah.  The sin of 
Sodom was homosexuality.  We call it sodomy on our law books.  In Leviticus 20 this kind of sexual 
perversion is described.  God said of a certain group of people that the land would spew them out if they 
did these things.  They were so unacceptable, so indecent, that the land vomited them out.  God said 
about Sodom that He turned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemning them with an 
overthrow, making them an example to those that after should live ungodly.  If you want to see God’s 
attitude toward that stuff, look at Sodom and Gomorrah (2 Peter 2:6). 
 
3. It is curable (1 Corinthians 6:9).  
 
In the Corinthian church there were people who had been homosexuals prior to their conversion.  God 
cured them of it, just as He cures a drunkard, a thief or a covetous man, a reviler, or an idolater, an 
extortioner, or an adultery in the passage.  So there is an answer, and the answer is in the gospel.   
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When it becomes prevalent in society is when society is on that downward slide.  Those Gentiles in time 
past were separated.  God called out Abraham, set Israel above the other nations, made covenants and 
promises with them, and left the Gentiles to walk in their own ways.  The light of God, the covenants and 
promises go to Israel.  The Gentiles are left in the darkness.  They chose the darkness.  They made the 
darkness.  They rejected the light He gave them.  They didn’t want God, so God gave them up, and 
chose out a people from among them and made a chosen nation of them—Israel. 
 
Paul is describing the condition of those Gentiles and showing that they deserve the wrath of God on 
them.   
 
Jesus Christ died on the cross, ascended into heaven, the Holy Spirit comes back, the apostles witness to 
Israel, the nation refuses it, the nation is set aside, and the thing that is supposed to come is the wrath 
of Almighty God.  Israel is set aside among the Gentiles—in the same condition as the Gentiles.  We will 
study later on in Romans 1:21-23 about all those things the Gentiles did in ignorance.  Israel got the law 
from God, and the Word of God, and do you know what they do?  They do the same thing the Gentiles 
did.  Every one of the things that the Gentiles did, Israel did, and they had the Word of God.    They were 
all akin to Adam.  (I tell my son that his problem is that he is kin to his daddy.  My problem is that I’m kin 
to my daddy, and it goes all the way back to Adam.  There’s nothing I can do about that for my son, 
except point him to the Saviour who will make him a new man.) 
 
The wrath of God ought to have been poured on the Gentiles and Jews alike.  Instead God held up His 
wrath and poured out His grace.  Paul is demonstrating in Romans 1 that man absolutely deserved the 
wrath of God.  Look at the mess they’re in:  they reject God, they walk in their own ways, and when they 
do, this is the kind of stuff that happens. 
  

 

Romans 1:28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those 
things which are not convenient;  

They don’t want God.  So what does God do?  God gives them just what they want.  You’ve heard me 
say to you before:  When you come to that Book, you had better be real careful, because God will give 
you just what you want.  That Book is different than any other book you deal with.  That Book will give 
you exactly what you want from it.  If you want a lie, there are lies in there, it’ll give you one.  That Book 
is dangerous.  You have to be careful with that Book.  Remember the verses we read last time in 2 

Thessalonians 2:10-12. 
 
God does not give man up because of sin.  He gives the man up to his sin.  That is a very important 
distinction for you to make.  He gave them up because they were negative, they rejected Him.  He gave 
them up to continue in the sin.  It wasn’t the sin that made God give them up, because God dealt with 
them all that time during Time Past.  He gave them up to their sin.  That’s what they wanted.  It’s where 
they wanted to go.    

  
Those three passages where it said that “God gave them up,” “gave them up,” and “gave them over,” 
register the terrible fact that God abandons men.  There is no such thing as the “Fatherhood of God.”  
There is a Brotherhood of men, but there is no Fatherhood of God in the redemptive sense.  He is God.  
He is Lord.  There is no doubt about that.  Imagine saying that you are daddy of everybody in Chicago.  
Imagine if I was to say that about you, what you’d think.  You’d look out there at all the perverts, 
criminals, big shot liars, and cheats, and you would not want to claim being the daddy of all that!  
Imagine saying that about God.   
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God abandons men when men abandon Him and turn their back on Him.  What men call freedom of 
conscience merely means that God has given them up.  On the radio everybody parrots the same line:  
“We’re sophisticated, liberated, freedom of conscience, don’t judge anybody.”  All that means is that God 
doesn’t deal with them anymore, He has given them up.  What men call liberty, freedom of conscience, 
growth, sophistication, coming of age, or whatever else they call it, is just the fact that God Almighty let 
them go, and He doesn’t bother them anymore.  In Time Past He bothered them.  He pricked their 
conscience, but now He doesn’t bother them anymore.  Now they are free to go their own way.  Scripture 
says He “gave them over to a reprobate mind to do those things which are not convenient.”   A reprobate 
mind means a worthless, valueless mind.  See Jer 6:19.  Look at the same detailed progression in 
Ephesians 4:17-19. 
 
God gave them up: body, soul and spirit.  He gave man up.  That’s a reference to a specific point in time, 
historically, when God gave up mankind, and what the Bible calls “the times of ignorance” began. 
 
Come to Acts 14 where Paul is talking to a bunch of heathen, part of the nation.  Acts 14:15-16 
 
They didn’t want God; they wanted their own way, their own “wise” plan.  “They became vain in their 
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  Professing themselves to be wise, they became 
fools.”  They wanted to do it their own way, so God left them to do it their way!  They became ignorant; 
they went in the ways of ignorance.  They rejected the light of God, and God said, OK. Just go your way. 
 
In Genesis 12, at the point where God is separating a man, Abram, from his kindred and from everybody 
else, He says to Abram:  Genesis 12:2 
 
Verse 28: “And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 
reprobate mind.” 
 
God works – spirit, soul, and body.  Sin, the world, and the devil work – body, soul, and spirit.  Do you 
remember me showing you that in James 3:15 in the last lesson?  In Romans 1, he gave them up.  All 
three parts are totally contaminated by sin.   
 
Number one – your heart is darkened, and your soul is darkened.  The heart becomes evil.  Jeremiah 
17:9 says: “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”  The verse 
we just read in Ephesians 4:18 talks about “the blindness of their heart.”  What is a blind man?  He is a 
man that cannot see.  Do you know what happens when a room is dark?  You cannot see anything.  It 
does not do you much good to be able to see if you are in a dark room.  That is where blindness comes 
from – darkness.   
 
The heart of an unsaved man is evil.  In Mark 7:21-23 Jesus says: “out of the heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts … All these things come form within, and defile the man.”  The heart (the mentality of an 
unsaved man’s soul) is under the dominion and the control of the old sin nature. The old sin nature is 
resident in your body.  But your heart is now under the control of the old sin nature and it is said to be 
evil.  In Adam and Eve, their self-consciousness (the function of the mentality of their souls) became self-
importance, and it became self-indulgence.  Then it became idolatry.  
 
Your conscience is said to be defiled (Titus 1:15).  Your system of norms and standards (in your soul) is 
corrupted.  It is corrupted just like the perception is corrupted in your spirit.  Your viewpoint becomes 
defiled.  Isaiah 5:20 says: “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil.”  Do you know why people 
can do that?  They can do it because their system of norms and standards (their conscience) is 
corrupted.  Proverbs 14:12 says: “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof 
are the ways of death.”  God looks at it and he says, “It is right.”  But man turns around and does that 
which is right in his own eyes.  And it kills him – it is death.   
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You say, “How can a man be so crazy?”  He can be that crazy because the conscience (in the soul) tells 
him he is right.  You will meet people constantly in your ministry that believe that what they are doing is 
right.  If they did not think what they were doing was right, they would quit doing it and do something 
else.  And when they get caught, they are going to justify themselves.  Isn’t that what we do?   
That is a sinful response based on a sinful defiled conscience.  Every man does what is right in his own 
eyes.  That is that corrupted defiled conscience in action.   
 
So when you find yourself doing it or you find other people doing it, instead of just wagging your head 
and saying, “I just cannot understand why somebody would do that,” and instead of adding to their 
sense of hopelessness and guiltlessness, find out what they are doing.   
 
The question is not “why,” because you know why they do it.  The question is always “what.”  Do you 
remember that the Lord did not ask Adam why did you do it, but he asked what did you do.  That is 
accountability.  And accountability is never gained on the basis of “why".  You need to explain to them 
“why” but you deal with “what.”  What did you do and what should you have done?  It is put off – put 
on.   
The conscience is defiled, and the will is enslaved to passions.  The will (the soul) of an unsaved man is 
enslaved to the old sin nature of the body.  And your will (while it is free to do what it chooses to do, 
because that is what a will is) always chooses what the body wants to do.  It always chooses wrong, 
because your will is enslaved to passions and your emotions are in revolt – emotional revolt of the soul.  
Have you ever heard that before?  In your self (the soul), the emotions are meant to be the servants, the 
responders in your soul.  What always happens to a servant when sin comes in?  What happens to a 
servant when he gets out of place?   
 
Everybody talks about let’s just be equal.  People do not want to be equal. They want to be in control; 
they want to be boss.  People that feel repressed and put down, disadvantaged people (socially, 
economically, politically, or whatever) are not going to be satisfied to just be equal.  And that is not what 
they want – they want to be boss.  They want to control.   
 
Do you know why?  That is exactly what the emotions do.  The emotions do not want to be servants 
anymore, they want to be king, and they jump up on that throne and the will is enslaved in the body.  
And the emotions take over.  Turn to a verse about David in 2 Samuel 6:16 

 

Romans 1:29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, 
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, 
deceit, malignity; whisperers,  

The reprobate mind is described and defined for you in Romans 1:29 to 32.  If you want to know what a 
reprobate mind does, you have it right here.  The worse punishment that God could give to man is to just 
give man over to himself—to his own mind—because the mind of man is filled with these things. 
 

What a list!  Notice:  filled with envy; stuffed full of it—that’s the idea.  There is a verse in 2 Peter 2:14 
that says they have “eyes that are filled with adultery and cannot cease from sin.”  Think about that a 
while.  A man can’t look at a woman or a woman look at a man without committing adultery.  That is 
what is called “being hooked on it.  That is what this is about—being filled with that stuff, having it 
control you.   
 
“Wickedness, covetousness”—that’s greedy, that’s just greed.  You can look around you and see that 
stuff.  “Maliciousness, full of envy, murder, debate”—that’s people striving with each other all the time.  
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“Deceit:”  I have been looking for an item I wanted to buy.  If you go to buy something today, they try to 
sell it to you in the craftiest way they can, without telling you the truth.  They don’t want you to be able 
to compare things.  I wanted to buy an item for the whole family, so I wanted to shop around and get 
my money’s worth.   I shopped around and learned about all the brands and compared them.  But I 
found out in the process that each salesman would tell me something negative about the other product.  
I discovered I was dealing with a bunch of liars and cheats and guile and crafty people.  They think you 
have to be that way to be a salesman today.   That is what that verse is about. 
 
The word malignity means someone with an evil disposition, ill will, malice.  We use malignancy today to 
speak of diseases, something working evil in a person, like cancer; but the word did not start out 
meaning that. 
 
“Whisperers”—that’s gossips.  “Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil 
things”—Imagine people who just go around thinking up new ways to sin. 

 

Romans 1:30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, 
inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,  

Romans 1:31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without 
natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:  

Romans 1:32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which 
commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but 
have pleasure in them that do them.  

They not only do things—they not only thumb their nose in the face of God and say, “I don’t care.  I’m 

going to do them anyway,” but they have pleasure, they have delight, they heartily approve, and they 
applaud other people in the doing of it.  Do you know what that is?  That is the end of sin.  That’s the 
depths of sin.  That’s how low sin takes people.  They’ll not only defy God Almighty themselves, but they 
will rejoice and have pleasure in other people that do it.  We can see that in other passages.  Come to 
Ezekiel 32:17-20.  There is something here that makes my blood run cold.  It is talking about Pharaoh 
coming up against Israel and fighting, and God fights against him. 
 

The thing about that is, we have some of that in us.  That’s what makes my blood run cold.  That stuff is 
part of Adam.  When Paul said, “In me, (that is in my flesh), dwelleth no good thing,” and when he 
talked about this body being the “body of sin,” that is what that stuff is, and that is where sin leads.  The 
way man was walking in Time Past in the times of ignorance leads him right out to the time when the 
wrath of Almighty God falls on him, and he doesn’t deserve anything but that; and that is what Paul is 
saying.   
 
The Holy Spirit and the new nature can check that in a believer.  That will explain for you a lot of what 
goes on in the world.  If you ever try to understand sadism and masochism, and that kind of stuff, where 
people take pleasure in having pain inflicted upon them; and worse than that, they take pleasure in 
inflicting pain on others.  You say, how can that be?  Sin is of such a nature that you can never satisfy it.  
The more you indulge in sin, the deader things become.  You get involved in it, and the old sin nature 
adjusts to what you’re doing, and it becomes familiar with it.  Then in order to get turned on and excited, 
you’ve got to go a little deeper into sin for it to be new and exciting.  So you start with a cola, and put a 
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little rum in it.  Pretty soon it doesn’t do anything for you, and you just keep adding a little more and a 
little more.  There is a saying:  man takes drink, then drink takes drink, then drink takes man.  That is:  
sin, a little more sin, a little more sin, and finally you’re off the end.  Sin is never satisfied.  You have to 
go a little more, a little more, a little more. 
 
If it isn’t sin, it’s money.  Do you know what John D. Rockefeller said?  Someone asked him how much 
money is enough?  He said, “just a little bit more.”  That’s the depths of sin—it never gets satisfied. 
 
These people know what God said.  They know God is going to judge them, and they do it anyway, and 
they applaud and heartily approve of other people doing it, and damn them to hell with them.  If you 
want to avoid that end, leave sin alone.  If you want to leave sin alone, go back to verse 21, and don’t 
make the negative response toward God by failing to give Him the glory.  
 
Men deserve the wrath of God.  It is because of God’s grace that His wrath has not fallen yet.  As Paul 
begins to give you the details of the gospel of grace, he magnifies God’s grace by talking about man 
going to his end by walking in his own ways.  Where does it end?  (see Right Division chart)  Right over 
there when Christ comes back in wrath. 
 
Next time we will begin chapter 2 and see how he deals with a different class of men, a type who sees 
the behavior we just studied and says, “I’m not like that.  I don’t do those wicked things.”   

 

 

Romans: 2 

If you wanted a title for chapter 1 of Romans, it would be “Man’s Ruin.”  In chapter 2 it would be “God’s 
Wrath.”  We began studying the wrath of God in chapter 1 verse 18.  Paul begins giving the details of his 
gospel by detailing the issue of the wrath of God.  We saw that the world was lost.  The world wasn’t just 
lost, it was wicked, and not just wicked, but delighting in its wickedness, progressively worse, refusing 
God, scorning God, and making false gods, and corrupting the truth that God gave them.  In chapter 1 
God gave them knowledge, gave them revelation, and they refused it.  They responded negatively to it 
and began a great cover-up to try to hide and get rid of the knowledge of God.  What they did is they 
began to walk in their own ways, in their own ideas and their own viewpoint.  Paul begins to show you 
some of the things that man, when he walked in his own ways and in his own ignorance, some of the 
things that he invented and the path that he took.  He dealt with the historical illustration of God giving 
up mankind at the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11).  That is where God gave up the Gentile nations. 
   
In chapter 2 Paul begins to deal with the wrath of God.  Paul shifts gears, and now he is not going to 
deal with the pagan heathen unbeliever.  (Refer to the Right Division chart.)  You have seen me draw 
this chart many times.  In time past there is a division between Israel and the Gentiles.  That division 
begins in Genesis 11, where God Almighty leaves the Gentile nations to walk on in ignorance.  They go 
on in their own ways.  They refused God, and God gives them up.  God called out Abraham, gives him 
covenants and promises, and makes of him a great nation—a great nation of people come from him. 
 
There are two lines.  The people on the top line, Israel, are established with God as the Circumcision.  
The Uncircumcision, the Gentiles, the nations are on the bottom line.  

 
Circumcision  (Israel)  ( In Romans 2 Paul addresses these people) Middle wall separates 
from UNcircumcision  (Gentiles, The nations) (Romans 1 deals with these people) 
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In Romans 1 Paul was dealing with the Gentiles who were walking in their own ways, walking in their 
own ignorance.  Now he will address the people on the top line—the Israelites. 
  
The crucifixion of Christ took place, the coming of the Holy Spirit, and the fall of Israel took place.  Christ 
is forming the church the body of Christ as Paul writes the book of Romans. God has set Israel down on 
the same level with the Gentile nations.  Now when Romans is written, they’re all back on the same level 
of unbelief.  In Romans 2 he begins to address Israel who considers herself to be above the nations.  In 
Romans 2 you will be reading about the self-righteous moralizer.  In Romans 1 the world says, “There is 
no righteousness in me, I deserve the wrath of Almighty God.”  But that is not what the self-righteous 
fellows says, is it?  Instead he says, “I deserve better.  I’m good.  I’m righteous.”  That’s what you have 
in Romans 2.   
 
In the first sixteen verses, Paul deals with the moralizer.  He does not name the Jew, but that’s who it is, 
and we will see that as we go through it.  From verse 17 to the end of the chapter, he deals with Israel 
by name.   

 
Romans 2:17  Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God, 

 
In that verse he begins to talk with them about their religion.  In the first part of the chapter he talks 
about those who have that “better-than-thou” attitude.  In your ministry you will find people just like this.  
You will find people who are just out and out lascivious, like the people in chapter 1, who not only sin 
and enjoy it, and live in wickedness and think wonderfully of it, but who enjoy other people getting into it 
with them.  They are totally God-forsaken, and Godless, walking in their own way, just like Paul described 
in Romans 1.  You will also find other people who are “goody two-shoes.”  They will be like those in 
chapter 2 verse 1. 
 
The issue in Romans 2 is the religious Jew who has all this religion and all this status, and all this claim.  
What God wants is obedience to His Word first and foremost.  This guy has the Word and all the 
information, but he is not obeying it.  He has the form but he doesn’t have the reality. 
 
In Chapter 2, you have the issues of the judgments of God; the justice of God; about the moralizer; 
about the judgment seat of Christ. 

 

God's Righteous Judgment 

Paul puts those principles forth in Verses 1 to 16. How does God judge men?  

1. According to truth (Vs. 2, 3)  

2. According to accumulated guilt (vs 4, 5) -the issue of degrees of punishment  

3. According to works (Vs. 5,6)  

4. Without respect of persons (Vs. 11,12)  

5. According to the light received (Vs. 13-15)  

6. According to Paul’s Gospel (Vs. 16)  

7. Reaching to the secrets of men’s hearts (Vs. 16)  
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Romans 2:1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art 
that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest 
thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things.  

According to truth (Vs. 2, 3) 

You will also find other people who are “goody two-shoes.”  They will be like those in chapter 2 verse 1: 

"Therefore thou art inexcusable, [Just like the people in 1:20 who were without excuse.]". 
 

You are doing the same thing that the nations who are cut off are doing.  When you condemn them, 
you’re condemning yourself.  You think you are so good and self-righteous, and you are doing exactly the 
same thing.  The people on the top line were producing human good; and the people on the bottom line 
were producing human evil.  The tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the garden of Eden had two 
kinds of fruit:  it was the knowledge of good and evil.  Human good is just as unacceptable to God 
Almighty as human evil.  That is the point in Romans 2:1-16.  Human good is just as unacceptable to God 
as human evil. 
 
The unsaved heathen looked at the religious nation and called them hypocrites.  On the other hand, the 
self-righteous religious looked down on the heathen.  It is no different today.  If you want to see a self-
righteous toad, all puffed up and blowing his own case, turn to Luke 18:10-13. 
 
The point is: when Paul begins to deal with the presentation of his gospel, he lays the cards out so that a 
wicked, ungodly man or woman down in the gutter of life is identified as deserving the wrath of Almighty 
God.  Do you know why people down there say:  “At least we’re honest about it”?  They’re trying to get 
out of getting the wrath of God on them.  There are bums at the gospel mission that haven’t had a sober 
breath in 15 years; liquor took their family, their job, their wives, their kids, their life, their health, and 
there isn’t anything sweet about it.  You meet doctors, lawyers, people who had a good station in life, 
and sin ruined them.  A bottle, a buck, a babe, and a Buick just killed them.  There isn’t anything nice 
about it.  Paul said they are going to get the wages of their sin—the wrath of God.   
 
But the people who are doing human good are also inexcusable.  He says in Romans 2:1,  “Therefore 
thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou 
condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things.”  Write down beside that verse in your 
Bible Proverbs 27:19. 

 
When you look in the water and see your reflection looking back at you, it is like looking at someone else 
and seeing what you are made of—flesh.  When you condemn someone else, you are condemning 
yourself.  “For thou that judgest doest the same things.”  These people are trying to cover up who they 
are by condemning someone else.  The heathen in the last chapter have a cover-up scheme in verses 21-
24.   
 

The people in chapter 2 are on the other side of the spectrum.  In chapter 1 you see human evil.  God 
rejects that.  His wrath goes on it.  Human good rears its head and says, “See, I’m not like that.  I 
deserve the blessings of God.”  No, you don’t.  You and all of your human goodness deserve the wrath of 
God just like the other guy.  What they are doing with their human goodness, their claims of being better 
than the other guy, and their criticism of the other guy, and their culture is the same as the guy doing 
human evil.   
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Folks, there are some of you who aren’t going to believe this, but it is a fact.  There is nothing you ever 
saw somebody else do that you are not capable of, given the right set of circumstances.  If you don’t 
know yourself well enough to know that, you don’t know yourself very well.  The reason you don’t know 
yourself is that the Bible says: Jeremiah 17:9-10. 
 
You put up those systems so you can protect yourself by always being able to say, “Yes but you …”  Or, 
“I’m better than you.”  Or, “I’m not as bad as him.”  And it always ends up in condemnation, and it 
always produces guilt.  Guilt is simply “the condition of having sin.”  That is the dictionary definition of 
the word “guilt.”  Guilt is “the condition of having violated mandates, laws, having sinned.”   
 
And the law condemns you because of your failure, and it produces a psychological complex of guilt in 
you.  You are aware that you are condemned and you are pushed down.  That is why you do it to other 
people, and that is why they do it to you.  The old man wants to be exalted.  And there is not anything 
pretty about it, people.  
  
When you deal with people in your counseling ministry, you are going to find out that they are operating 
according to that law system.  And as long as they do, sin is going to run them and there is not going to 
be any freedom from sin.  So you have to move them over to a grace system.  Now how does grace 
work?  Grace just says, “Look yonder to Calvary and see how much God loves you.  And you have to look 
what God has done for you  when Jesus died at Calvary.  And look at all the things that God has provided 
for you.  Take it!  It is a free gift!  It’s yours!  2 Chronicles 7:14 

 

1. According to truth (Vs. 2, 3)  

 

Romans 2:2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to 
truth against them which commit such things.  

God is going to judge the guy in chapter 1, and He is going to judge the self-righteous guy in chapter 2 
also.  Human good is no refuge from the wrath of God, just as human evil is no refuge from the wrath of 
God.  You will meet those kind of people in the world that will try to find a refuge in human good.  You 
probably will meet more of them than the other kind, depending on your background or situation in life.  
The point is, they all stand the same before God. 
 

 

Romans 2:3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do 
such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment 
of God?  

According to accumulated guilt (vs 4, 5) -the issue of degrees of punishment 

This guy is criticizing the other guy for doing all these things that he is doing in chapter 1.   He is 
standing over here and pointing at the other guy over there, and it’s just like the illustration in Luke 18:  
“I’m not like that guy.”  He’s touting his own culture, and criticizing and condemning the other guy.  He’s 
trying to cover up who he is and what he is.  Paul says “You won’t get away with that.”  Look at verse 2.   
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In other words your attempt to cover up the reality of your own situation is not going to stop God, 
because God is going to deal with the situation just like it is.  God knows the truth of your heart.  He 
knows whether you are saved or not.  You can fool everyone else, but you cannot fool God.  God 
Almighty is going to judge you on the basis of the reality, not the appearance, not on what you try to 
convince someone else is so.  He knows why you do what you do.  You don’t have to make pretenses.  
God will judge on the basis of the real situation, the real condition.  Remember that.  There are verses 
that say that God looks not on the outward appearance, He looks at the heart.  That is where God’s 
judgment will be based.  God knows the truth.   

 

2. According to accumulated guilt (vs 4, 5) -the issue of degrees of punishment  

Romans 2:4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and 
forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God 
leadeth thee to repentance?  

Part of Paul’s gospel has to do with the fact that the wrath of God is a reality, and it is against that 
backdrop:  What did they deserve?  They deserve wrath.  The fact that He sends them a warning that 
they don’t deserve magnifies His grace.  Now there is a change in the condition of the Gentiles.  They are 
no longer excusable in their ignorance.  God hasn’t just left them in ignorance.  The times if ignorance 
are over; there aren’t any today.  The opportunity today is for all men.  The times of ignorance, time 
past, is the time before the revelation given to Paul.  What was going on in time past?  Israel’s program, 
Israel’s time schedule.  Here’s what Israel knew that the Gentiles did not know.  Come to Daniel 9. 
 
Look at how Paul multiplies terms in that verse:  the goodness of God, the forbearance of God (His self-
restraint to keep from pouring out His wrath), the longsuffering of God.  They deserve the wrath of 
Almighty God to be poured out on them; but what did He pour out?   He poured out His grace.  Do you 
know what that is?  That is forbearance.  He held back the wrath.  And He was longsuffering.  Paul talks 
about being a pattern of longsuffering.  By that word longsuffering, write down 1 Timothy 1:16 and 2 
Peter 3:15 (that’s a dispensational context there). 
 
Paul says:  “Don’t you people understand that God has been good to you?  He has given you rain and 
crops.  He has given you life and breath and all the wonderful things you have been blessed with.  He 
has given you an opportunity for salvation.  Those things should lead you to love Him and respond to 
Him, and turn to Him, but instead you just get stuck on yourself.”  That is what human nature is like.  
You and I are just like that. 
 
The Israelites had more knowledge about what was going on than the people in chapter 1.  They knew 
about His goodness, His forbearance, and His longsuffering.  It was as though Paul was crying out to 
them, “Don’t you understand what God is doing?  You’re under grace, you’re not under wrath, you have 
His forbearance of God in the past where He has laid aside your sin.  Don’t you know all those things are 
meant to cause you to turn to Him and not out on your own?”  Yet what do they do?  Verse 5. 
 
In verse 4 where Paul said, “…the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance,” that is what it ought to 
do.  But instead, they had a negative response.  In chapter 1 God gave them a witness, and they had a 
negative response to it.  In chapter 2 they have further witness, but instead of it leading them to 
repentance to trust Him, (The word repentance means a change of mind.) instead of it changing their 
minds about themselves, and saying, “Yes, we’re sinners, we’re unrighteous and God is righteous, and He 
is right,” it hardens their heart.  Why is their heart hardened?  Because it is an impenitent heart.   
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You need to know the difference between penance, penitence, and repentance.  The first two are 
religious terms used by the world. 
Penance:  is a payment for sin; that is something you do to pay for your sins.  
Penitence:  means sorrow for your sins. 
Repentance:  means a change of mind.  It means you come to God and say, “I’m lost, I’m not a good 
guy, I deserve the wrath of God.” 
 
Evil people never call themselves evil.  They say they are liberated, free.  What God does to them is gives 
them up, (chapter 1).  They say. “We are sophisticated, liberated, we can sin now and it doesn’t bother 
us.”  That is just a testimony to the fact that God has given them up.  He doesn’t deal with them 
anymore.  Instead of saying, “I’m wonderful in my sin,” or “I’m wonderful in my asceticism,” you say, 
“I’m lost.”  You see, you change your mind about yourself:  “I’m wrong, and God is right.”  When you 
believe, you have repented—you have changed your mind. 
 
Notice they treasured up unto themselves “wrath against the day of wrath.”  Come to Revelation 20 and 
Job 14.  That expression, the “day of wrath,”—there is something here in a dispensational context that 
you will need to understand.   
 
There was the fall of Israel followed by the dispensation of the grace of God.  (See Right Division chart.)  
Christ will come one day, and the church the body of Christ will be raptured out and go be with Him in 
the third heaven.  On the earth the tribulation period will take place.  At the end of it Christ will come 
back and set up the Millennial kingdom.  Satan will be bound in the bottomless pit.   
 
Christ will rule and reign for one thousand years.  At the end of that thousand years Satan is let out.  
Earth and heaven will flee away, and there is the Great White Throne Judgment.  The dead from hell are 
brought up for that judgment, and then they are cast into the lake of fire.   
                    
              That tribulation period is called the “time of wrath.”  John the Baptist calls it “the wrath to 
come.” 
 
1 Thessalonians 1 says that, “we have been delivered from the wrath to come.”  We won’t go through 
that period of wrath.  When Paul talks about the day of wrath, is he talking about the tribulation, or is he 
talking about the Great White Throne Judgment?  It is obvious in Romans 2 that Paul is talking about the 
Great White Throne Judgment.  He is talking about a time when sinners stand before God Almighty in the 
final judgment.  Why then is that tribulation period called, “the time of wrath”? 
 
Human nature can not get a hold on this.  The justice of God responds to man’s attempts to get right 
(clean himself up) with God with greater wrath.  Notice that you “treasure up” wrath; you store up more 
and more punishment when you attempt to do it your way. 
 
The justice of God responds with greater wrath to those who try to make themselves righteous by their 
own doing.  When a man tries to make himself righteous before God by doing things on his own, the 
justice of God does not say he will be a little easy on him because he “did good.”  No, the justice of God 
responds with greater wrath.  Man has the idea that if he does a little good, God will be happy and will 
let off a little with the pressure.  But Paul said the opposite:  that we are treasuring up wrath.  Christ died 
for us when we were without any strength to help ourselves at all. 

 

3. According to works (Vs. 5,6)  
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Romans 2:5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up 
unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God;  

Romans 2:6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds:  

Do you see that phrase:  “according to his deeds.”  Go to verse 2, “…the judgment of God is according to 
truth…”  There are seven principles here about God’s judgment. 

 
PRINCIPLES OF GOD’S JUDGMENT 

     
This tremendous passage in Paul’s epistles lays out the principles and procedures of God’s judgment, 
principles by which God’s judgment is going to be carried out.  Men will meet God and be judged by God 
according to a pre-determined set of standards.  Paul lays those things out here in verses 1 to 16.  The 
judgment of God is:           
  

1. According to truth (verses 2, 3) 
2. According to accumulated guilt (verses 4, 5) they treasured up wrath—they 
accumulated guilt—that is the issue of degrees of punishment. 
3. According to works (verses 6 to 10) 
4. Without respect of persons (verses 11,12) 
5. According to the light received—based on the light you have, the understanding. 
(verse 13-15) 
6. According to Paul’s gospel (verse 16) 
7. Reaches to the secrets of men’s hearts (verse 16) 
 

Be sure to know those principles of God’s judgment.  How does God judge men?   
 
Understand the context of chapter 2.  Paul is presenting the details of his gospel.  Paul has dealt with the 
wrath of God against the world.  Now he shifts gears, and turns the spotlight on another group of people.  
He is standing in the dispensation of grace looking back and saying that they are a bunch of moralizers.  
Just like the Gentiles tried to cover up reality and truth, they try to cover it up.  Just as the wrath of God 
is going to fall on the Gentiles (and they flat deserve it), the wrath of God will fall on Israel, and they 
deserve it.  Paul begins to reason with them as to why this is so in verses 2 & 3. 
 
There is an equity based on the works of the individual.  Revelation 20:12-13 
 

 

Romans 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for 
glory and honour and immortality, eternal life:  

That passage gives the basic principle of God’s justice.  God Almighty is going to do the right thing.  
When God judges a man, it will be on the basis of what the man sought for.  Do you see that in verse 7?  
“To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek.”  People, there is an infallible rule in your Bible 
that you get what you seek.  When you come to the Bible wanting the truth from it, do you know what 
you will get?  The truth.  If you come to the Bible wanting to prove yourself right and everybody else 
wrong, do you know what you’ll get?  A verse to break your fool neck on.  When God puts a man in hell, 

he will have good reason for doing it.  God won’t capriciously take a man and throw him in hell, and take 
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another man and stick him in heaven.  God’s judgment is on the basis of divine justice.  He does not put 
men in hell who don’t deserve to be in hell.  He puts them there on the basis of their own activity, and 
what they seek.  Judgment is on the basis of the man’s works, the man’s deeds, what the man seeks 
after.  In the passage, you know what men seek after.  God gave them the opportunity, and they chose 
their own way. 
 
And it is not that somewhere in eons past God determined that a man had to go to hell.  God’s judgment 
is based upon Divine justice.  God Almighty does what is right.  
 
Do you see that expression underlined in that passage?  It means if you will have a lifetime of perfect 
righteousness, God will give you eternal life.  You will have earned it.  Does anyone have a lifetime of 
perfect righteousness?  You and I have problems from the time we were in the cradle!   
 
The justice of God will give eternal life to the person who has absolute, perfect righteousness.  If you 
have perfect, absolute, total righteousness God will give you eternal life.  Do you have it?  You sure don’t.  
In Christ, do you have it?  Therefore in Christ, you can have it.  That is the way it is in Galatians 3:14 – 
get the blessing, get eternal life, then you can get the promise of the Spirit.   
 
If you have absolute, perfect righteousness, God said he will give you eternal life.  If you patiently 
continue – everyday of your life – in doing what is right…  Do you have perfect righteousness? 
 

 

Romans 2:8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the 
truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath,  

Romans 2:9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth 
evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile;  

Here is exactly the same phrase from Rom 1:16 in the Greek text, and in English, except that the word 
Greek is substituted for Gentile.  Does the Jew get it first and then the Gentile?  Is there a priority 
involved in God’s dealing with wrath today?  Does He give out wrath to Jews before He gives it to 
Gentiles?  Of course not. 
 
But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, (what do they 
get?) indignation and wrath, Tribulation and anguish (THE OPPOSITE OF ROMANS 5), upon every soul of 
man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile;  (Romans 2:8-9)   
 
That’s what you get when you deal with God’ justice on the basis of your own works? -   Tribulation and 
anguish, indignation and wrath.  Those terms are interesting.  Indignation and wrath are understood by 
reading Revelation 19:15.  This talks about the bursting forth of the fierce anger and wrath of Almighty 
God that just bursts on the scene and flows over the earth.  Notice how the terms are coupled together.  

Indignation and wrath are God’s attitude.  Tribulation and anguish is a description of the pain, fear and 
punishment that will be experienced because of God’s indignation and wrath.  We miss the indignation 
and wrath of God.  Do you feel left out?  But Praise God if you’re out!  The word “tribulation” means 
agony; an agonizing experience.  That is exactly what tribulation means.  “Anguish” means extreme pain.  
That is a compound word that explains the pain of having your body crushed to pieces; screaming pain. 
 
Make no mistake about the reason for God’s wrath being sin.  Anyone that minimizes the reason for 

God’s wrath is being unfaithful to the gospel of the Grace of God.  The very first two details that Paul 
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gives about the Gospel of the Grace of God deal with the wrath of God against sin.  They deal with the 
justice of God responding to sin in a negative manner by pouring out wrath and indignation on it.  The 
first one is the revelation of the wrath and the showing forth of the wrath and the second one is the 
proclamation of justification being the fully satisfying sacrifice of Christ at Calvary where his blood takes 
care of the wrath and satisfies the justice of God against sin so that wrath is no longer an issue for the 
believer.  When someone comes along saying they won’t mention wrath, remember there can be no 
peace with God if it doesn’t start with God’s wrath.  We have peace with God from the wrath of God 
when we believe in that satisfying sacrifice.  No one will be “saved” until they know they need a Saviour. 
 
Why would God forgive your sins just because you confess them?  That just has you treasuring up more 
wrath because that is a work of your own.  There is no basis in that for satisfying God’s justice.  
However, there is in the cross work of Christ.  (Ephesians 5:6) 
 
The wrath of God comes upon the man in Chapter 2 because he does not have perfect righteousness.  
An unbeliever does not qualify for eternal life because we are sinners.  Perfect righteousness is available 
to us – a perfect standing with God – given to us in the Lord Jesus Christ as we saw in Chapter four.  The 
basis for that is not telling (confessing) God what we did, but remind him of what he did; trusting in what 
he did for us.   
 

Romans 2:10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh 
good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile:  

 
 
Whatever you want to make that expression, “to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile,” it does not mean 
that God puts one in a priority position over the other, because verse 11 clearly says that it is said that 
way because—for—further explanation:  “For there is no respect of persons with God.”  There is a little 
particle in that sentence that looks like τε and means likewise.  It would read “to the Jew first and 
likewise to the Gentile first.”  In our language, when he said also, it would mean “to each of them 
equally.”  It is not also in addition, but also in equality—equally.  What was true of the Jews was equally 
true of the Gentiles.  There is an equality in it. 

 

4. Without respect of persons (Vs. 11,12)  

Romans 2:11 For there is no respect of persons with God.  

The great principle of God’s dealing with man is stated in the passage: equality on the basis of God’s 
justice.  There is equality.  At the judgment man will not be able to strut his stuff, or claim ignorance to 
save himself from punishment.  Every man will face it on the same basis:  truth, guilt and God’s justice 
standing right there. 
 
Any punishment that is just, fits the crime.  There is equity between the two. That is why capital 
punishment is an equitable punishment.  Capital punishment is not dealt out for someone that robs a gas 
station, but it is to someone who takes another’s life. 
 
God’s judgment is based on a scale that does not cater to personalities and special people.  You want to 
be careful with that statement that God is no respecter of persons.  That statement is made in 
relationship to salvation and judgment.  It is not a statement saying God does not respect nations, 
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because He does.  It is not a statement that says God does not respect races, because He does.  It is not 
a statement saying God does not respect classes, because He does.  It is not a statement that says that 
God has absolutely, totally, in every area, no respect of individuals, because He does.   
 
It is saying that in the matter of judgment, whatever your nationality, race, individual advantages or 
disadvantages, it will make no difference.  God will judge equally and completely by His own standards:  
by truth, by His own standard of Divine justice, without any respect for who you are or what you were.   
 
This verse is repeated a couple of times in Paul’s epistles, and people sometimes use them improperly.  
You have frequently heard in this country that “all men are created equal”—it comes from the French 
Revolution.  You know better than that!  You know good and well that all people are not created equal.  
Just look around.  We are not created equal in appearance, intelligence, economically.  There are all 
kinds of ways you are not created equal.  That is a fact.  God did not create Israel and the Gentiles equal.  
You have to be careful about that.  You can’t say God created everyone equal because the Declaration of 
Independence said so, and that doesn’t have anything to do with it.  In these passages, it is talking about 
equality with regard to judgment.  In another passage it refers to salvation in this age.  But that is not 
what the Declaration of Independence is talking about.   
 
The point here is that you should remember that this passage is referring to judgment.  It doesn’t make 
any difference who you are, whether you are a moralizer, or whether you are the heathen in chapter 1, 
God is going to deal with you.  Every man has to give account of himself to God.  So the principle of 
judgment is total equality.  He’ll base it on the same set of standards. 
 
One of the principles of God’s judgment is that there is no respecter of persons with Him.  There is 
respect of persons in other matters, such as the dispensational distinctions between Israel and the 
Gentiles.  There are all kinds of things like that, but in the matter of judgment, when a lost man faces 
God in that last judgment, no man has an advantage. 

 

God's Judgment and the Law 

Romans 2:12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish 
without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by 
the law; (Moral compus built in Gentiles)   

The law will not judge the person who did not have it.  He would not be held accountable to do those 

things until he had the covenant—the Mosaic Law.  God will judge him according to the light he had.  
Come to Rom 5:12-14. 

 

5. According to the light received (Vs. 13-15)  

Romans 2:13 (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but 
the doers of the law shall be justified.  

It won’t make any difference what kind of knowledge you have; God is still going to judge you.  Verses 
13 to 15 are one thought in a parenthesis dealing with how much light you have. 
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Romans 2:13  (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall 
be justified. [It’s not what you hear and know, but it’s what you do.  If you could do the things in 
the law, you’d have salvation, but you can’t.] 

 

Romans 2:14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by 
nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a 
law unto themselves:  

Verse 14:  the Gentiles did not have the law.  That’s a tremendous dispensational verse.  God did not 
give the law to Gentiles; He gave it to Israel.   
 
Think about that passage and your conscience.  The idea is that the Gentile does not have the law, but 
he knows some things.  He does by nature the things contained in the law.  There is a work in these 
Gentiles making them morally conscious.  When you go back to chapter 1, you see it in verses 19 and 20.  

We discussed how God has put a witness in every man:  an outer witness of creation, and the inner 
witness of conscience that responds to the outer witness, and they know things about God. 
 
You will hear people ask, “What about the heathen who have never heard the gospel?”  Someone once 
asked me, “Where do the heathen go?”  My answer:  “Walgreens, Sears, and Montgomery Ward.”  
People think the heathen are some half-naked savages in Africa or Brazil or somewhere far away, but 
there are heathen all around the world—all around us.  People get the idea the heathen don’t know about 

God, but the passage in Romans 1 says they do know.  If they followed what they knew and walked in 
the light they have, that light would bring them to the gospel.  The problem is that they don’t.  What did 
they do in chapter 1?  They rejected the revelation, they refused the revelation.   
 
Look at this passage:  They “do by nature the things contained in the law.”  They have that sense of 
moral blameworthiness, of right and wrong.  Verse 15—it shows the work of the law written in their 
hearts.  What is the work of the law?  Look at Rom 4:15.  The work of the law is to condemn you, and 

these guys have a moral constitution inside of them.  They have some knowledge.  They know.  The law 
inside of them condemns them.  Look how it does it (verse 15). 
 
Man is not ignorant.  You will meet people who will devise ways through their systems to try to convince 
you or themselves of their ignorance.  When you talk to people like that, the answer is not to try and tear 
down their system, and try to answer all their problems.  Come to Proverbs 18:1-2. 
 

The silliest thing to see is Christians trying to convince people that Evolution is not right.  It isn’t because 
they can’t do it.  You can thoroughly and convincingly demonstrate that Evolution is a scientific 
impossibility, but what have you accomplished?  You just sent the guy out looking for another system to 
get around God.  Christians should not try to defend the gospel by tearing down the silly system some 
dumb human devised to try and get around God.  Do you know what you do?  You take that Bible and 
give them the Truth—give them the gospel.  Go to the heart of the issue.  The heart of that man’s 
problem is guilt and sin.  Give him an answer for that. 
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Romans 2:15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, 
their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean 
while accusing or else excusing one another;)  

They have that sense of moral right and wrong, and they violate it, and their conscience condemns them.  
You can see the “work of the law”—that condemnation produced inside them, so they use one of two 
evasions.  There is not a psychologist, a philosopher, or a psychiatrist in America today that doesn’t run 
one of these two routes in handling the guilt problem: 
 
1.  Their conscience accuses them—they are weighed down with a load of guilt.  Or, 
2.  Excusing themselves, they shift the blame:  “The devil made me do it.” 

 
Either of them imply that guilt is there.   
 
You want to remember verses 13, 14, and 15:  the heathen know.  They have working inside of them a 
moral consciousness that demonstrates that they know, because it condemns them.  They erect great big 
sophisticated systems to get around that condemnation.  Modern Psychology is designed to get rid of one 
thing—guilt.  The result of guilt is depression.  There is but one way to get rid of guilt, and that is 
absolute, total forgiveness.  God Almighty stands ready to exchange your guilt, fear, and shame for His 
forgiveness.  There is no other place to get it but from Him, because He is the one you offended is Him.  
That realization is down inside the heathen. 
 
The heathen know, and they reject what they know.  They make excuses and try to get around it.  When 
God judges them, He will judge them on the basis of what they knew.  They did not have the law, so God 
is not going to judge them on the basis of the law.  Look at 2:12. 
 
When you are dealing with people, take a lesson from Romans 2 and go to the heart of the issue.  Don’t 
pay any attention to their educated wranglings.  You don’t see Paul trying to work his way around all that 
stuff.  Paul goes to the heart of the matter.  He says, “Sin is going to kill you.  If you don’t know, it is 
going to kill you; and if you do know, it is going to kill you.”  The guy that knows more will have more for 
which to give account, but it’s going to get him anyway, and the heathen know.  The heathen you work 
with know, even when they try to convince you they don’t.  You waste your time completely and totally, 
trying to answer all their “systems.”  Take that Book, give them the truth, give them the gospel, knowing 
that God said they know.   
 
What is the “work of the law?”  It is condemnation.  These people are condemned. 
 

According to Paul’s Gospel (Vs. 16) 

According to the secrets of men’s hearts (Vs. 16)  

 

Romans 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by 
Jesus Christ according to my gospel.  (Scripture to us= Paul’s writings) Vs OT 

That is Acts 17:31 if you ever read it! 
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Notice that God is going to judge men, and the judgment will extend all the way to men’s secrets.  That’s 
all the things men don’t want let out.  There is another passage like that (Eccl 12:13-14). 
 
There are a number of different judgments in the Bible.  In verse 16 Paul is looking ahead to the final day 
of judgment at the end of the Millennium.   There are a number of different judgments in the Bible: 
   

 Jesus Christ dies at the Cross and the believer’s sin is judged there - in Him. 
 The body of Christ faces the Judgment Seat of Christ - Only the members of the body of 
Christ are there. 
 The nation Israel is judged during the tribulation period—the time of Jacob’s Trouble. 
 Christ then returns to earth and sets up His kingdom and God judges the nations through the 
millennium. 
 At the end of the 1,000 year reign of Christ, the heavens and the earth flee away, and the 
Great White Throne Judgment occurs.  All the lost and the dead are brought out of hell and 
judged and cast into the lake of fire.  (Revelation 20)  
 

Romans 2:16 is dealing with that great white throne judgment in Revelation 20.  Notice Paul says God is 
going to “judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ.”  He is the one who will judge them (Acts 17:30-31). 
 
Write down: Romans 16:25, 2 Timothy 2:8, Galatians 1:11,12, 1 Corinthians 15:3, 2 Corinthians 4:3, 1 
Thessalonians 1:5 and a couple of other verses refer to “my gospel,” “our gospel,” or “that which was 
delivered unto me.”  When Paul uses that expression, “my gospel,” he is using that expression that 
describes and distinguishes between the gospel committed to him in the age of grace from the gospel 
committed to Peter in Time Past. 
 
How can God go back under the law and judge a man according to Paul's gospel if the man didn't know 
all of this stuff before the cross?  Because Paul's gospel, the gospel of the grace of God, reveals the fact 
that the real issue back there was faith, not the guy's works.  We now know that faith has all along been 
the real issue—that a man would approach God in God's way.  Hence, He is going to judge men—all men 
in every age, the secrets of men's hearts—on the basis of what the gospel of grace reveals.  That is, that 
faith has always been the issue.  A man's works have never given him acceptance before God.  No man's 
works have ever given him acceptance.  

 

Romans 2:17 Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and 
makest thy boast of God, (Riligion) 

Paul is going to go after the Jew now, point blank.  Notice the position in which these Jews were. 
 
That Jew boasts in God.  Now look at Romans 3:29. 
 
He said: you guys are resting in and counting on the law to save you, and your ability to perform it.  You 
make your boast and say: hey man, we are God's people. 

 

Romans 2:18 And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are 
more excellent, being instructed out of the law;  
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Romans 2:19 And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the 
blind, a light of them which are in darkness,  

19  And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, [You are not blind, you’re a guide to the 
blind] a light of them which are in darkness, [You’re not darkness, you’re light he says:  that is what you 
say you are.] 

 

Romans 2:20 An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which 
hast the form of knowledge and of the truth in the law.  

Now, that is some boast!  That is a high exalted position. 
 
20  An instructor of the foolish, [You’re not foolish, you are an instructor,] a teacher of babes, [You’re not 
a babe, you are a grown up teacher] which hast the form of knowledge and of the truth in the law. 

 

Romans 2:21 Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not 
thyself? thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal?  

Those are hard verses to take unto yourself when you read them.  That is a scathing, penetrating look 
into this religious man’s heart.  “You tell people not to steal.  Do you steal?  You tell people not to 
commit adultery.  Do you commit adultery?  You tell people not to do this.  And then you do it?  They’re 
saying one thing and doing another.  What do you call that?  Hypocrite.  He’s putting down there what is 
inside of them.  Jesus said to the Pharisees in Matthew 23:27. 
 
21  Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself?  [Don’t you teach yourself?] thou 
that preachest a man should not steal, [Do you steal?] dost thou steal? 
 
He said: don't you see that when you take the law, and point out the sin in that guy, don't you see that 
you do the same thing?  Haven't you learned what the law is all about?  You see, they are ignorant; they 
don't have the accurate understanding that the law should have given them.  What should the law have 
taught them?  That they were sinners.  That is what we learned in chapters 2 and 3 of Romans, isn't it?  
Do you understand that?  That is the reason I said that I don't need to go over all that with you again.  
The law taught them that they were sinners.  He is saying here in chapter 10, verses 2 and 3, that they 
have a zeal for God, but they don't have the accurate understanding; they don't have it according to 
knowledge. 
 
Don't I tell you that your Christian life won't operate on the basis of ignorance?  It never will in this age, 
and do you know something folks, it wouldn't in Time Past either.  You have to know what is going on, 
and you have to have an accurate understanding of what God is doing, and they didn't have the accurate 
understanding that the law would have given them.  They didn't have an understanding of what the law 
taught them.  The law taught them that they were sinners.  They missed the point that the law sought to 
teach them.  The law teaches that you are a sinner, and you can't produce works that God is going to 
accept.   
 
Missing that, do you know what they did?  They took all those codes and those things in the law, and 
they turned them into a religion.  Paul said: I profited above many mine equals in the Jew’s religion.  Do 
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you know what religion is?  Write this down.  Religion is man's attempts to get by God at the judgment 
by his own works.  Religion is all that stuff that people do to try to get themselves by God Almighty at the 
judgment; and they thought their works were going to save them, and so they didn't attain to the law of 
righteousness.  Why?  Because they thought it came by the works of the law, by what they could 
produce; and what have we learned about what you can produce?  You see, they were not responding 
properly.  Why didn't they respond properly to Christ when he came?  Look back at 9:31.  Romans 9:31-
32 

 

Romans 2:22 Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost 
thou commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit 
sacrilege?  

Romans 2:23 Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking 
the law dishonourest thou God?  

He boasts in the law.  Romans 3:27 shows that boast in the law is gone.  That's what you have when you 

get to Romans 3:29. 

 

Romans 2:24 For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles 
through you, as it is written.  

The name of God is blasphemed—that means to be spoken evil of.  He is blasphemed by unsaved people 
because of the unholy living among those that bear His name.  The Jews represented Him.  They were 

God’s people; they carried the name of Jehovah, and when they violated God’s standards, which they 
professed to keep, that was blasphemy.  Others would look at them and say, “If that’s what their God is 
like I don’t want anything to do with Him.”   
 
Let me show you some passages in the Old Testament where that happens.  It is easier to teach this 
passage in 2 Samuel as applying to the Jew back in Time Past than it is to remember that you are going 
to face this in your ministry now, day after day.  And the real problem is that you are going to face some 

of this in yourself.  2 Samuel 12:5-14 was a sin of the flesh.  Here's some religious sins Ez 36:20-23.  
Young women: Titus 2:5.  Young men: Titus 2:7-8. 

 

Romans 2:25 For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but 
if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made 
uncircumcision.  

Circumcision is the sign of the Abrahamic Covenant (Rom 4:11).  In other words the circumcision was a 
sign that the man believed God.  Abraham’s descendant comes along and is circumcised.  What should 
that say to people?  That they believe God; they have been separated from the world unto God—they are 
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God’s people.  It profits if you keep the law; if you are a doer of the law, not a hearer only.  It does not 
do any good to have the sign if you don’t have the substance inside.   

 

Romans 2:26 Therefore if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of 
the law, shall not his uncircumcision be counted for circumcision?  

Circumcision is not the issue.  The real remnant of Israel, the real Jew at that time was not just a guy 
who could say, “We have Abraham as our Father.”  Do you remember they guy in John 8 that said that?  

They said, “We have Abraham as our Father.”  What did Jesus say?  John 8:44  “Ye are of your father the 
devil.” 

 

Romans 2:27 And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil 
the law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress 
the law?  

Romans 2:28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that 
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh:  

The distinction that he is making is between those who are physical descendants of Abraham, and those 
who are the spiritual seed, the people that are saved among Israel.  Let me show you something about 
the circumcision of the heart: Deuteronomy 10:12. 
 
Paul was drawing upon an Old Testament illustration and phraseology here when he talks about “the 
circumcision.”  The issue is not the outward, but they were to be a believer, an inward condition—not just 
to be able to say you are circumcised (Deut 3:6). 
 
Speaking of the body of Christ, Paul said (Philippians 3:3).  The passage in Romans 2 is not talking about 
us.  Paul is dealing there with Jews that profess a great advantage, because they have the law and their 
religion; yet they do not have faith, so are not the real children of Abraham.   
 
In Romans 2 speaking to those who are circumcised, “Be sure you are really following Abraham in more 
than the outward ritual, but also in that heart faith, of reality.  That passage demonstrates that religious 
rituals and rites do not save a person.  They never did.  The issue with God has always been faith. 
 

 

Romans 2:29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is 
that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not 
of men, but of God.  

You see, physical circumcision is not what made a man a real Jew.  What made him a real Jew was the 
circumcision of the heart.  Paul is saying in Romans 2:  Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the 

law, and makest thy boast of God, (Romans 2:17) 
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You guys boast in the Law, all the works of the flesh.  All the fleshly circumcision is going to get you is 
the wrath of God.  You have got to have a circumcision of the heart.  Now, these people already had the 
fleshly circumcision and that was not enough.  They thought that was all they needed.  Paul said the 
justice of God will visit wrath on the works of their flesh.  That is the subject of Chapter 2.  They never 
did understand that.   
 
Now, there is something you need to remember in regard to your ministry.  What these Jews did with 
their circumcision is what men by nature do all the time with their religious rites.  It is something you are 
going to have to contest and deal with and Paul is pointing it out in Romans 4 when he talks about the 
Gospel of Grace and he gives us these further details.  Folks, fleshly operations, whether they are 
circumcision or other kinds of things that men want to perform, they are not the issue.  Faith – the 
righteousness of faith - is the issue.  (Matthew 3:5-9) 

 

 

Romans: 3 

That is where we are when we get to Romans 3.  In the first three chapters of Romans you find 
everything we have just talked about.  In Chapter 1, God gave up the Gentiles and let them walk in their 
ignorance.  In Chapter 2 he tells us that even we who think we “aren’t that way” but are moral and 
cultured, (self righteous) and religious (Vs. 17) will be condemned by the very law we think we are 
keeping.  What should we learn from circumcision?  DEATH to what I can do in my own power.  What 
should we learn from the Law?  The reason I can do nothing is that I am a sinner.  But these people 
didn’t do that.  They didn’t understand God’s purpose for the law, so God set that purpose aside.   
 
Now God is doing something else.  He is forming the church, the Body of Christ under: 
 
 GRACE - not Law 
 UNITY - not division 
 MYSTERY - not Prophecy 
 
This is the kind of setting Paul was in when he began to introduce his gospel and that particular 
information given to him about justification.  You will never adequately communicate to those God gives 
you to teach, the issues of what God is doing today in the universe, on this planet, in your lives and the 
lives of others, apart from dispensation truth.  Don’t let it be said of you that you got so tangled up in 

other things that you forgot the importance of these fundamentals of the Grace gospel.  God stays the 
course and you should also.   
 
Chapter 3: details about the word of God; the righteousness of God; the sinfulness of man; justification 
by grace; redemption; propitiation; the blood; the issue in time past and the issue of the present 
dispensation; law versus grace. 

 

Justification 3:21-5:21 

God's Righteousness 
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Romans 3:1 What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there 
of circumcision?  

Israel had an advantage at the time of the writing of the book of Romans.  What was the advantage 
basically?  They were God’s people.  God had been dealing with those people all through the ages.  If 
you go back in time past there were two sets of people:  the Jew and the Gentile, the circumcision and 
the uncircumcision.  You know the passage in Ephesians 2.  There was a division between the two, and 
the people on the top line (see Right Division chart) had the covenants, the promises; and the Word of 
God is given to Israel.  If the Gentiles (on the bottom line) were to get anything from God, they had to 
go through Israel to get it.  So there was a dispensational advantage in Time Past that the Jew enjoyed.  
That dispensational advantage is still being enjoyed to some extent at the time Paul writes the book of 
Romans.  We know that because in verse 2 above he said, “much every way:  chiefly because they had 
the Word of God.”  The Gentiles had to come from point zero.  The Jews are at point 5 on a scale of one 
to ten.  They were ahead of the Gentiles.  They had a basic advantage due to the situation.  Notice that 
there is also the recognition at this time of a basic dispensational change. 
 
In the first eight verses of Chapter 3, Paul is dealing with the issue of some arguments that Israel will 

throw up at him.  “What advantage then hath the Jew?”  That is a literal, physical Jew.  (“For he is not a 

Jew “which is one outwardly.”)  A real Jew is not just one born of Abraham.  A real Jew is one that has 

been born again as an inward birth. 

 

What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? Much every way: chiefly, 

because that unto them were committed the oracles of God. (Romans 3:1-2).  That is a natural question.  

What advantage is there is being a Jew can’t save them?  They had the Word of God.  That was the main 

advantage they had over a Gentile.  They had advanced warning concerning the wrath to come.  They 

should have known all about it.  They had the Old Testament scripture that identifies the wrath to come.  

They had advanced warning of their status as sinners.  They should have known those things because 

they had the advantage of possessing God’s Word and the Gentiles did not.   

 

Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God, And knowest his will, 

and approvest the things that are more excellent, being instructed out of the law;  (Romans 2:17-18) .  

You see, that Jew knew the will of God.  Because of his advantage, he knew what God required.  Jesus 

said salvation is of the Jews: John 4:22.  Look at this in Psalms 147:19-20. 

 

Back in Romans 3:  When Paul opens in verses 1 and 2 with the question about “what advantage hath a 

Jew?” he was not saying that they have a dispensational advantage at the moment.  He is not saying 

that, at that time, the Jew had a favored position before God and could get to God quicker than a Gentile 

could as far as dispensational things were concerned.  Paul is not saying they have some dispensational 

position of privilege.  The Acts 28 people use this passage to say that Israel still had an advantage over 

the Gentiles.  That is not true.  The nation Israel at this time has no dispensational advantage over any 

Gentile in any situation.  Practically – because they had the Word while other people did not – they did 

have an advantage, but not dispensationally. Romans 3:22 says "there is no difference". 

 

Everyone is alike.  There is no difference.  Romans 10:12.  Salvation is a dispensational matter and 

always has been.  If that is a problem for you with regard to the dispensational position of Israel, look at 
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the next chapter: Romans 11:7-9.  In those verses we observe the Jews on their way out!  They are not 

an advantaged people here.  In fact, they are blinded. 

 

God has set the nation Israel aside so that, dispensationally, they have no advantage now.  So if 
someone tries to use Chapter 3 to say Israel still has their dispensational advantage now, just be aware 
of the fact that it isn’t true. 
 
Israel did, at one time, have a dispensational advantage.  Compare the following passages: 
 
We have looked many times at the little chart I draw depicting the status of Israel until the fall.  
Ephesians 2 teaches that there is a division between Israel and the Gentiles, BUT NOW, that the division 
has been done away with (with the fall of Israel), you can see the Jews and Gentiles on the same 
ground.   
 

 
 
In the book of Romans, Paul is speaking in that “But Now” time period where you find the body of Christ.  
In the Acts period and Romans, Israel has lost their advantage as they fell down from that position to the 
same place the Gentiles were.   In the Acts period, God is still dealing with the believing remnant in Israel 
and they still do have status before God.  But that nation does not and it is diminishing away.   
Look at the condition that Israel had before the fall in Romans 9:3-5. 
 

 

 

Romans 3:2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were 
committed the oracles of God. (Historical advantage) 

The word “oracle” has to do with “the word that is spoken, a place where it is spoken”.  The “lively 
oracles” is the “living word.”  Unto them were committed that living word of God.   
 
In other words, the word of God was given to the nation Israel.  One of the reasons, and purposes, and 
functions for which God chose the nation Israel was to have a vehicle through which to give His word.  

He separated that nation out, and one of that nation’s functions was to hold, and to have the word of 
God.  God had a group of people to communicate the word to, to entrust the word to, who would  
preserve that word through time.  God has always had a certain class of people chosen and charged with 
the job of collecting together his word, (collating it and laying it out), and copying it.  In the next lesson, 
we will go over the issue of the people in the New Testament; but in this lesson, I want you to notice the 
issue of preservation in the Old Testament.  I want to establish the fact in the scripture and demonstrate 
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how God had a group of people doing this job for him; and as a result, you will see his design in what is 
going on.  Look at Deuteronomy 31:24-26. 
 
In other words, the word of God was committed to the nation Israel.  One of the purposes that God had 
in forming the nation Israel, and in raising the nation up, and in preserving that nation through history 
was to have a vehicle through whom to both write and preserve His word.  We saw that even within the 
special nation, Israel, there was a special class of people in the nation whose function was to collect 
together, copy out, and preserve God’s word.  We saw the “superintendency” of God Himself over His 
design that He has for preserving his word. 

 

Romans 3:3 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make 
the faith of God without effect?  (Faith of God= faithfulness of God, trustwerthness of God) 

Israel had the Word of God and that was to their advantage.  But advantage can become disadvantage 
through unbelief.  Is God not to be trusted to fulfill his promises because they do not believe?  No.  God 

is faithful to do what he says he will do.  The expression in that verse, “the faith of God,” is the 
subjective genitive.  It is not God’s faith in someone but God’s worthiness to be believed.   
 
Is that speaking of something God is believing, or is it speaking of God’s worthiness to be believed?  That 
is the subjective use of the preposition “of.”  That speaks of God’s worthiness for me to put my trust in 
Him.  I can depend on Jesus Christ to do what he purposed to do, what he has said he will do and has 
promised to do.  When we read about the faith of Jesus Christ, it tells us we can trust him to do the 
whole thing.  So obtaining the righteousness of God depends on his faithfulness, his trustworthiness. 
 
(Judgment at the end of the millennium 4-8) 

Romans 3:4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it 
is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest 
overcome when thou art judged.   

That is a good attitude to have.  A Bible believer’s viewpoint is positive toward God and negative toward 
man.   The first thing to learn is that God’s standards are right and man cannot match them.  God is true.  
Man is a liar.  Remember that as you go through life.  That is the Bible viewpoint. 
 
The viewpoint of religion and the world system is that the Bible is wrong and man is right; that God is 
wrong and man is right.  Now notice: as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and 
mightest overcome when thou art judged. 
 
That is a quotation from Psalm 51.  Notice what Paul did to this verse.   David has committed sin with 
Bathsheba – he committed adultery and then had her husband murdered.  Nathan came in and pointing 
him out said, “Thou art the man.”  David said, “I have sinned against God and against his people” and 

God forgave his sin when David confessed it.  This is a great prayer of confession.  Psalm 32 is the great 
prayer of forgiveness and the joy he had for being forgiven.  Under the Old Testament (In Time Past), 
those people worked on the “short account system.”  They were under the law and never had the 
conscious understanding of justification, completely and totally as a present possession.  Hebrews 2 says 
they were under bondage through fear of death.  The Old Testament saint never knew whether he was 
going to go to Abraham’s bosom or to Hell when he died.  He was never able to have the conscious 
assurance that you and I can have because he worked under the law.   It was never the purpose of the 
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law to give that assurance to the Old Testament saint.  Instead the purpose of the law was to condemn 
him and it held him under bondage to that condemnation.  As we go on through Romans 3 you will see 
that God was not manifesting his righteousness in how he was going to justify people, but rather, 
manifesting his Law. 
 
Under the short account system, they always had to confess their sins in order to maintain fellowship 
with God.  Failure to confess their sin as it happened broke their fellowship with God.   
 
You and I today do not have that problem.  The Law has been replaced by Grace.  We have a complete, 
total standing before God having had all our sins forgiven and enjoy a conscious knowledge of it.   Our 
lack of dedication or failure to live perfectly without sin in our lives can interrupt our enjoyment of the 
fellowship of the gospel established between us and God.  It cannot interrupt the actual fellowship but 
rather the enjoyment of that fellowship.  The old saying, “you can’t break relationship but you can break 
fellowship,” is a good Old Testament, short account system of Israel under the law.  That is not Pauline 
doctrine for the Body of Christ under grace.  We have total forgiveness of all our sins through the blood 
of Jesus Christ and a conscious knowledge of it.  Because of that, we love Him because He first loved us.  
It will fill a person with gratitude to realize all the Lord Jesus Christ has done for us, and motivate us to 
serve him.  We do not work under the club of the law today, but David did.  So David prayed this great 
prayer of confession and cleansing. 
 
Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified 
when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. (Psalms 51:4) 
 
David confessed what he did so that when he was judged no one would blame God for it.   But notice 
how Paul quotes that passage; that Paul changes it to exactly the opposite: 
 
God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in 
thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. (Romans 3:4) 
 
Paul did not quote it to say “when thou judge” but “when thou [God] art judged.“   Therein you have a 
tremendous revelation about the judgment of God.  You will remember that the wrath of God (the day of 
wrath) in Chapter 2 is the “great white throne judgment at the end of the millennium.  At that judgment 
unbelieving men will stand before God and God will judge them and God is going to be judged by them.  
When God judges them they will have no answers for their behavioral choices.  But men will try to judge 
God saying, But, Lord, if you hade just done such and such.  See those kinds of questions in verses 4 to 
8, where they try to impugn the character of God.  These verses are man’s last stand for self 
righteousness.  At the great white throne judgment unsaved men will have all their alibis ready.  They 
will be roasting in Hell for at least one thousand years, so they will have all their reasons for why it is 
unjust for them to be there.  Someone will stand there before God saying, Lord, I preached Acts 2:38; 
you said it, and I believed it, and I preached it.  A tribulation saint will say, I was quoting Ephesians 2:8 
and 9 to everybody and I believed it.  Someone else will say, How could I know that Bible was right?  It 
had mistakes in it.  There will be all kinds of arguments and God will answer all of them, showing them 
the truth.  “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” (Genesis 18:25) 
 
God’s question to them will be, Why didn’t you say, “yes?”  Why didn’t you believe on me?  They won’t 
have an answer for that question.  When God asks men questions, they have no answer.  When men ask 
God questions, He has the answer.  At the judgment every problem and every rationalist and every 
excuse monger that ever lived is going to have his opportunity to give his excuse, and God Almighty will 
answer them.  God will be proven right in what he said and he will overcome when men try to argue with 
him at the judgment.   
 
Now in Psalms, God is going to judge David.  But when Paul quotes it in Romans, he gives the flip side of 
it and he says that God is going to be judged.  Men are going to challenge God’s judgment.  That is what 
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David is saying back there.  He says, “I’m confessing my sin so that when you judge me and people 
argue with you about it, it will be clear that you are right and I am wrong.”  Do you see both sides of 
that?   
 
Do you ever think that unsaved men ever change?  They never do.  That rich man in hell in Luke 16:22-
31 remains just as lofty.  People say, “When you get to hell, you’ll become a believer.”  No, you won’t.  
You will know the reality but you knew that all along anyway.  When men go to hell, they don’t change 
their character or nature.  They are just as rebellious.  They would still reach up and throw God off the 
throne if they had a chance.  They’ll still do what that rich man in Luke 16 did: argue until the last breath 
about how it ought to be done.  A dead man in hell suffering in torments of the damned is going to argue 
about how to get saved. “No, no.  “If one were raised from the dead.”  You dumb thump, what do you 
know about it?  You didn’t make it.  They’ll argue about it.  They’re not going to believe God regardless 
and submit to His authority.  No, they don’t change in hell.  Their wicked character is just revealed and all 
the restraints are removed. 
 
You know, when men stand before God at the White Throne Judgment, lost men stand there and God 
executes righteous judgment, they are going to argue their case and God is going to let them do it.   
 

 

Romans 3:5 But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of 
God, what shall we say? Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I 
speak as a man)  

Now the Jew tries to argue.  That is human viewpoint.  If our unrighteousness recommends God’s 
righteousness – if, by being bad we make God look good, what will you say to that, Lord?  The answer: 
verse 6. 

 

Romans 3:6 God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world?  

Write in the margin of your Bible a cross reference for that verse:  Genesis 18:25  where God says to 
Abraham:  Shall not the judge of the whole earth do right?  You do not recommend the righteousness of 
God when you do bad.  You may question, “if our unrighteousness makes God look good, how can he be 
mad at us?”  That is a good question.  If you were to visit the University of Chicago, you won’t find 
anyone who can reason any better than that.   
 
God’s righteousness is consistent.  It never changes.  Compare it to man’s righteousness. 
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What kind of claim do we have on God to ask him to be lenient when we are moving away from his 
righteousness as fast as we can?  Man has fallen away from God’s righteousness.  God’s righteousness is 
steady and true.  No man possesses the perfect righteous standard that God Almighty requires.  It is 
foolishness to think that our evil commends God’s goodness.   We can not do that, nor is it necessary 
because God’s righteousness is steady and never failing.  Therefore God is just when he judges. 

 

Romans 3:7 For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie 
unto his glory; why yet am I also judged as a sinner?  

First they questioned the righteousness of God, then the truth of God. 

 

Romans 3:8 And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as 
some affirm that we say,) Let us do evil, that good may come? whose 
damnation is just.  

Someone was going around claiming that Paul taught people to do evil that good may come.  If you 
preach the gospel of grace, someone is going to say that about you.  When we get to Chapter 6 you will 
see this stand out clearly.   
 
If you preach justification by grace through faith plus nothing like Paul does in Chapters 3, 4 and 5, 
someone will say about you, that you are saying you can live any way you want to live under grace.   You 
really are saying that your lifestyle does not determine your justification.  Your lifestyle does not produce 
nor keep your justification.  It has nothing to do with your right standing before God.  It does have 
something to do with your service in your Christian life.  That is what Paul begins to deal with in Chapter 
6:1.  So when people slander you because you preach grace, just say, Thank you Paul, for the testimony.   
 
Verse 8, reading without the phrase in parenthesis, is called “casuistry” in human philosophy.  Casuistry 
is the statement that “the end justifies the means.”  That is the philosophy of the Jesuit Movement.  Bob 
Jones used to say, It is never right to do wrong in order to get a chance to do right.  No matter what the 
motive it is never right to do wrong, i.e., to join up with a Modernist, or a Liberal, or one who denies the 
Bible to win people to Christ.  Two words that should be a part of your vocabulary: do right.   
 
Paul rebukes this suggestion saying, “whose damnation is just.”  He is saying that kind of thinking justly 
deserves the wrath of God Almighty.  This demonstrates man’s last stand for his own self-justification.   



 
Now where would they have ever gotten the idea that Paul was saying to let people sin so that good 
might come?  They listened to him preach grace!  They heard him as he went up and down the land 
saying that we are justified by grace, through faith plus nothing.  We are not justified on the basis of our 
works; rather we are justified on the basis of what Christ did for us.  Our “works” do not affect that one 
way or another.  God has made us righteous in Christ and when he puts us in Christ, what we do after 
that cannot get us “out of Christ.”  We can’t even lose our salvation and our righteous standing when we 
try to.   

 

No One Is Righteous 

Romans 3:9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we 
have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin;  

The dominion, the control, bondage – the condemnation of sin – none escapes it. 

 
We begin with Romans 3:9.  We are coming to the end of Paul’s section with regard to the wrath of God.   
We’ve seen that he begins the details of the gospel of grace with the issue of the wrath of God and the 
fact that no man possesses the righteousness that the standard of Almighty God demands.   
 
The uncivilized heathen doesn’t have it.  Chapter 1. 
The civilized moralist doesn’t have it.  Chapter 2:1-16 

The favored nation (Israel) doesn’t have it. Chapter 2:17 thru 3:8 
 

 

Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  

As you proceed down through that passage you will see Paul demonstrates to them, by an appeal to the 
Jewish scriptures, exactly what the Law should have taught them.  When he says there is none righteous, 
he says, “no, not (even) one (Jew.)   You see, a Jew would say all that about no one being righteous, 
etc. is all true about the Gentiles.  But what they fail to recognize from their own scripture is that it was 
true of them also.                                                 
 
The acknowledgement of our guilt, of our sinfulness, is the first step to salvation.  The thing that keeps 
man from heaven is not sin.  It is his attitude toward sin, his failure to give up self righteousness. 
 
What Paul was doing in the previous section is proving Jew and Gentile under the control, the dominion 
and the bondage of sin.  That is the status of all men today, in the dispensation of grace.  No man, on his 
own, has that perfect righteousness that God Almighty demands in order for that individual to escape the 
wrath to come and the revelation of the righteous judgment of God. 
 

Again, that is the condition of men today in the dispensation of grace.  That is not the situation in every 
age in Time Past.  It has not always been that “all were concluded under sin.”  It has not always been 
that every man was proven or convicted to be under sin. You need to be conscious of some verses in 
order to confront those who will try to convince you otherwise.  Galatians 2:15. 
 
Romans Chapter 3 is describing the way it is now, in the dispensation of grace.  But there was a time 
when it was possible to make a distinction between the Jew and the Gentile, the Jew by nature and the 
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sinners of the Gentiles – people living out and out immoral, ungodly lives.  You can see it in the Gospel 
accounts.  John 9:24.  They were singling Christ out saying he was wicked.  In the context of Romans 3, 
everyone is a sinner.  In the context of John 9 a single person is a sinner.  That is the Jewish usage of 
the term in the past.  That is what Paul was up against in Romans.  He was dealing with a person who 
thought everyone else was a sinner but he was okay.  See also: John 9:16, Luke 5:30, Luke 7:34, Luke 
7:37, Luke 7:39. 
 
That is an entirely different way of using the term “sinner” than Paul used.  When Paul was dealing with 
the Jew in Romans 3, he had to deal with not only the ungodly Gentile, or the civilized moralist, but he 
had to deal with the Jew who was convinced he was not a sinner, but everyone else was because they 
did not have the covenant relationship he had with God.  In Chapter 3 those Jews had that ingrained idea 
that they got from their system about the difference between themselves and others because they had 
that privileged covenant status. 
 
To deal with that, Paul went into their own scriptures to show them what they should have learned from 
their Bible.  He says in Verse 10:  “As it is written,” and from verse 11 through 18 he presents quote after 
quote from their Old Testament Jewish Bible that prove that they are sinners. 
 
In those previous verses Paul was proving that both Jew and Gentile were under sin, - under the control, 
the dominion and bondage of sin.  That is the status of all men today in this Dispensation of Grace.  No 
man, on his own, has the perfect righteousness that God Almighty demands in order for that individual to 
escape the wrath to come. 
 
That is the condition of men today, in the dispensation of grace.  It is not the situation in every age in 
Time Past.  It has not always been that ALL were concluded under sin.  It wasn’t always that every man 
was proven convicted to be under sin.  We need to be conscious of some verses that could be thrown 
your way some day.  Galatians 2:15. 
 
In the book of John we read another verse in the account of the blind man who was healed and gave 
praise to Jesus Christ: John 9:24.  The people were singling out Jesus Christ saying he was a wicked, 
godless man.  In the context of Romans 3, everyone is a sinner.  In the context of John 9, they singled 
out one man and made him a sinner.  (The Old Testament law context.)  That is what Paul is up against 
in the book of Romans.  He is dealing there with people who think that those Gentiles are sinners, but 
they are okay because they have covenant relationship.  Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man 
is not of God, because he keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do 
such miracles? And there was a division among them. (John 9:16, Luke 5:30, Luke 7:34, Luke 7:39). 
 
That is an entirely different way of using that term “sinner” than Paul uses.  The reason is there is that 
Jewish usage in the Bible and when Paul is dealing with them in Romans 3 that is what he is contending 
with.  It is not that he is up against the ungodly Gentile, not just the civilized moralist, but a Jew who is 
convinced that he is not a sinner but that these other people outside the covenant are sinners.  
Remember the publican at the temple?  Those Jews had an ingrained idea they obtained from their 
covenant system about the difference between the godly Jew and the ungodly Gentile. 

 

Romans 3:11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that 
seeketh after God.  

Romans 3:12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together 
become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.  
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A Jew said all that was true about a Gentile.  Paul was showing them that they should have learned from 
their own scripture that there is none righteous, no – not even one Jew.  Religious people are self-
righteous and can’t understand this.  Everyone has self righteousness to a degree.  Paul anticipated their 
arguments and gave them quick answers from their own Bible.  Paul used the law for its proper purpose, 
which is to manifest sin – to make it known. 
 
The issue in Verses 10 to 12 is character.  They don’t understand the seriousness of the condition and 
their need.  “There is none that seeketh after God” is a general statement about the plight of men.  In 
Genesis 3 when man sinned he did not go out to meet the Lord when the Lord came to meet with him in 
the cool of the evening.  He hid.  Men run from God.  They don’t seek him, but rather they go away from 
God.   
 
The characteristic of man is naturally bad.  Their conduct is also bad. 
 
A Jew said that all that was true about a Gentile.   But Paul is showing them they should have learned 
from their own scripture there is none righteous, no, not even one Jew.  That is a great passage to show 
to religious people (who are self righteous). Everybody has self righteousness.  Even the most down and 
out bum found in a rescue mission is self righteous.  You’ll discover they have as much pride as any other 
self righteous religious person.  But there is something different about the bum’s self righteousness.  He 
at least knows he has no religion and has been defeated over and over again.  But that religious fellow is 
like this Jew. 
 
What then is the answer?  Do you argue with him?  In Verses 5, 6, and 7, Paul anticipated their 
arguments and gave quick answers.  He said to them, “As it is written,” then began to give them the 
word of God over and over again.  In this regard, Paul was using the law for its proper purpose, which 
was to manifest sin; to reveal sin. 
 
These people had missed it.  They were boasting in the law.  They were resting in the law and the law is 
what condemned them.  See 1 Timothy 1:9-10.  So Paul used the law to condemn the people he was 
addressing in Romans 3.  The issue in verses 10 to 12 is character.  When he said there were none that 
understood, he meant they did not understand the seriousness of the condition and their need.   
“There is none that seeketh after God” is a general statement of the plight of men.  What did man do in 
Genesis 3 when he sinned?  Did he go out and meet the Lord when he came to walk with him in the cool 
of the evening?  No.  He hid.  Men run from God.  They don’t seek him.  They go away from God.  The 
characteristic of man is bad.   

 

Romans 3:13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they 
have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips:  

Romans 3:14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:  

Romans 3:15 Their feet are swift to shed blood:  

Romans 3:16 Destruction and misery are in their ways:  

Romans 3:17 And the way of peace have they not known:  
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Romans 3:18 There is no fear of God before their eyes.  

None of that is good and it is not just true of the Gentile; it is true of the Jew also.  They are all 
condemned.  One commentary on Romans said that Verses 10 to 12 reveal God as a judge and in Verses 
13 -15, God views man as a physician and Verses 16-18 is the historian looking at man’s ways.  Notice 
that in Verses 10, 11 and 12 he is looking inside man, saying man is not righteous and is without 
understanding.  Then in Verse 13 he begins to describe how that comes out.  Notice the progress from 
the throat to the tongue, to the lips, the whole mouth and eventually the feet and the overall ways.  That 
is a corrupting process that came from inside.  See Mark 7:20-23. 
 
Here Paul goes into the Jewish scripture and appeals to their own Bible to show what they should have 
learned from their scriptures – that Jew and Gentile are both under sin just as their own Bible told them.  
Verses 10 through 18 quotes verse after verse from the Jewish Bible that prove they are sinners and 
should have learned that from their Bible. 
 
That is not just true of the Gentile; it is also true of the Jew.  They are all condemned.  One commentator 
wrote that in Verses 10 to 12 you see God as a judge; Verses 13 to 15 show God as a physician looking 
at man; Verses 16 to 18 – the historian looking at man’s ways.  Notice in Verses 10, 11 and 12 he looks 
inside a man and says man is not righteous and he has no understanding; his understanding is dark.  
Then in Verse 13 he begins to describe how that comes out.  Notice the progress:  your throat (13) then 
your tongue, then the lips, the whole mouth.  And soon it is the feet and the ways.  There is a corrupting 
process going on.  Notice where it came from: inside.  (Mark 7:20-23) 
 
The problem with man’s sin is not in his circumstances, not the economy nor the government or 
educational status, it is not how oppressed one is or is not, how privileged or not privileged.  Jesus said 
the problem comes from inside, from within, out of the heart of men.  So in your ministry if you hope to 
change the man, you need to change the heart first.  That will control the course and the flow of your 
work.  You can change everything on the outside and you will not have changed a thing.  Notice the 
effect it has: verse 19. 

 

Romans 3:19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it 
saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.  

The indication is that when Paul wrote Romans in Acts 20 there were still some under the law.  Come 
Rom 14:1-3; it’s about meats offered to idols.  Do you have a problem with that today?  No.  Why?  
Because that Jewish situation that would cause the problem is gone.  So there are some things in Paul’s 
epistles that you have to rightly divide.  You have to rightly divide Paul’s epistles.  You are not trying to 
throw any of them out.  You are just recognizing that in the Acts epistles there are some things that are 
in operation during the transitional period, because of the gradual turning aside from Israel, and the 
gradual ascendance of the Gentiles. 

 
Notice the effect the law has: "that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty 
before God." 
 
The word, “that” means purpose or intent.  The Greek word is,  hina (hinah) – denoting the purpose or 
the result; intent.  We have an exact word in English and it is the word that.   So the purpose for the law 
saying something was so that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world  [not just Israel] may 

become guilty before God.   
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If the only said what it said to Israel, how can it affect the world?  Israel was God’s representative nation.  
There is no way for the Gentiles in Time Past to get to God, except through Israel.  And if Israel is 
condemned, what would be the situation of the rest of the nations?  They, too, would be condemned.  
But you need to see something about that.  Every mouth is stopped and all the world is guilty because of 
that law that God gave Israel. 
 
The Gentiles are without excuse.  We spent a lot of time on that and you should remember that the 
Gentiles have a God consciousness and have a negative response toward that God consciousness and are 
without excuse.  They reject God’s truth so they are already condemned.  Romans 1:19-20. 
 
See Romans 2:14-15.  What is the “work of the law?”  It is condemnation.  These people are condemned.  
Then, if they are already condemned, when you get to Romans 3:19 where he adds the law (so) that 
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty, there is something more involved 
than condemnation.  There is guilt.  Let me illustrate: 
 
Say I am riding down the road in my automobile about 75 to 80 miles per hour.  Every now and then I 
look around me and in the rear view mirror.  What am I looking for?  Yes – I’m looking for the Law.  I’m 
watching for the blue light that represents the Law.  If I see that, then of course I slow down.  The Law 
convicts me.  And if the law stops me and gives me a ticket, I have to go before the bar of justice and 
pay the piper.  I got away with speeding until the law came and wrote me that ticket.  At that moment I 
was condemned and made accountable to pay the price.  In the verse, God adds the law so that men will 
be, not just guilty of sin, but convicted of their sins.  By the law is the knowledge of sin.  There is a 
difference between the knowledge of sin and the conviction of sin.  It is evident that I know I’m wrong 
when I’m speeding, but when I get that ticket I am convicted. 
 
The highlighted word “that” means “purpose, or intent.”  The Greek word is [hina] hin'-ah, a phrase that 
shows purpose, reason or intent.   Our exact word in English is the word “that.”    
So the purpose is that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.  If 
the law was only speaking to Israel, how can it affect all the world?  Israel is God’s representative nation.  
There is no way for the Gentiles in Time Past to get to God except through Israel.  If Israel is 
condemned, then what is the situation of the Gentiles?  They are also condemned.   
 
But there is something about that I want you to see.  Every mouth is stopped and everyone is guilty 
because of that law that God gave Israel.  (Romans 1:19-20)  The Gentiles are without excuse.  We 
spent weeks studying that issue.  They have a God-consciousness and they have a negative response 
toward it.  The Gentiles reject God’s truth and are without excuse.  So they are already condemned. 
 
Do you remember now, what is the work of the law?  Condemnation.  These people are condemned.  
Then, if they are already condemned, when you come to Romans 3:19 and he adds the law, that every 
mouth be stopped and all the world may become guilty, there is something more involved than just 
condemnation.  There is the guilt. 
 
Illustration:  Riding down the road in an automobile about 75 to 85 miles per hour, every now and then I 
look in the rear view mirror.  What am I looking for?  The Law!  If I see something that looks like the 
Law, I slow down.  I am wrong – I’m breaking the law and I know I am doing it.  I’m guilty.  When the 
Law comes up to me and gives me a ticket, that ticket officially condemns me.  I’m already guilty but the 
ticket condemns me and makes me accountable to pay the price.  I will have to stand before the bar of 
justice and pay the piper.  God adds the law so that men will be not just guilty of sin but convicted of 
their sins.  There is a difference between the knowledge of sin and the conviction of sin.  The law is 
added so that I become accountable. 
 
Do you see what the law does?  It brings you in guilty. 
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If you ever have to deal with anybody if they are a sinner or not, that is a great verse to use.  I’ve used 
that passage time and time again on religious people.  Somebody will say, “I’m not so bad.”  Well, do you 
keep the greatest commandment?  Is there anybody here tonight who would profess to keep the great 
commandment?   
 
Romans 3:19  Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the 
law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.  
 
It was made a covenant with Israel, but it affected us when it condemned them.  So it is with the new 
covenant.  The blood of the Lord Jesus Christ ratifies and inaugurates that covenant that God had made 
with Israel, and through the blood of Christ there is a provision for Israel of that which she could not 
provide for herself:  redemption.   
 
The blood of the cross is for our salvation, too.  We get it by grace, not by covenant.  We get it by a 
special arrangement that God in His infinite wisdom and foreknowledge, knowing that He was going to 
justify the heathen through faith, provided in His wisdom a way that you and I could be in the blessing, 
too.  We learn about that through the mystery revealed to Paul.  But you see, it is still the principle of 
grace, nonetheless.  That is the principle of the new covenant.  Acts 2:6-8 

 

Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be 
justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.  

From Adam to Moses, death reigned.   
From Moses to Christ, sin reigned, (under the law). 
 
With Adam came the entrance of sin.   
With Moses came the knowledge of sin. 
With Christ came the forgiveness of sin. 
 
The law should have taught that Jew he was a sinner.  By the Law in Time Past, God was doing 
something.  Historically, through the Law, God was manifesting sin. 
 
These people had missed the purpose.  They were boasting in the law.  They were resting in the law and 
the law is what condemned them.  1 Timothy 1:9-10. 
 
The purpose of the law was to show that we are bad and we need a saviour.  We need a saviour and 
Israel needed a saviour.  That law condemns sinners.  For 1500 years God was accomplishing something 
in history; he was manifesting sin with his law.  Romans 4:15.   
 
In that first section, Romans 1:18 to 3:20, Paul starts out with the issue of wrath.  Acknowledging our 
guilt is the first step in salvation.  There is no gospel of grace apart from acknowledging our guilt.  All 
men deserve the wrath of God and will be judged for their sin.  God’s grace is that he warns about it and 
offers an alternative and it begins with acknowledging guilt.  It is the first step in salvation.  1 Timothy 
1:15. 
 
Every problem you will ever meet in your ministry or in your own individual life will always have to be 
met first on the plain of accountability.  It all starts there.  Bob Jones used to say, “No doubt the trouble 
is with you.”  That is a good philosophy to have.  Learn to say that to yourself.  “No doubt the trouble is 
with me.”  That is a good place to start.  That is opposite from the world’s answers.  The Phd’s today 
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would have you place the blame on anyone else.  But we are to have personal accountability.  Once you 
accept responsibility for your own actions and then do what God says to do about it,  you and I don’t 
have to stop at Romans 3:20.  We have Romans 3:21- 28, Chapter 4 and Chapter 5 to tell us what God 
has done to take care of our problem.  But it starts with 3:20. 
 
 

 

The Righteousness of God Through Faith 

Chap 1&2 issue of God’s wrath = Judgement comming 

Chap 3&4 issue is God’s remedy for sins = (Justification through the propitiatory sacrifice) 

Chap 5 what we have because of justification 

 

Chap 3: Issue of Justification (v 21-28) (Justification is a key issue in the book of Romans) 

Chap 4: Issue of Eternal Life  

Chap 5 Issue of eternal security 

(Rom 3:21-26 is God's remedy for sin through the sacrifice of Christ) 

Remission of sins vs forgiveness of sins 

 

Romans 3:21 But now (At this time= now time) (great dispensational change) the 
righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by 
the law and the prophets; (Manifestation of righteousness - apart from the law) (We are righteous 

because of his faith) (He died on the cross because of his faith) 

 
When we move into the But Now section, there is a new way of making righteousness known.  In Time 
Past, God’s righteousness was made known through the law.  But now God’s righteousness is being made 
known through the program of Grace.  
 
The law and the prophets indicated that something other than them was needed. They testified of that 
fact because the law works wrath.  The witness of the law is that man needs a Saviour.  So now, “the 
righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets;” 
 
God has concluded the program that manifested sin and now has manifested his righteousness. 
 
The law did not provide an answer for sin; it merely condemned men for their sin. In Time Past men had 
to work under that law program.  The afterwards in Gal. 3:23 is the “but now” in Romans 3:21. 
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The point of these passages has been that the law was to manifest sin.  It provided official condemnation 
of the whole world which has come short of God’s standard.  The law has accomplished its purpose and 
as a result, God has concluded that program and now has begun a new program.  Verse 21 begins 
dealing with the “but now.”  Now, there is a manifestation of righteousness - apart from the law.  (Vs. 
21)  Before, there was a manifestation of sin.  This is a transition that is important to note.   
 
In Chapter 3:21 Paul is going to begin the second issue of his Gospel.  From Chapter 1 to here, Paul has 
dealt with the issue of the wrath of God, condemnation, and how men do not deserve a warning but the 
gospel of Grace gives them a warning.  The warning is clear:  Uncivilized gentiles (Chapter 1) are 
condemned.  The moralizing culturalists is condemned in Chapter 2:1-16.  The religious Jew is 
condemned in Chapter 2:17 to 3:20.  Both Jew and Gentile are all under sin and the Jew should have 
learned that because they had the law and “by the law is the knowledge of sin.”  So, God had a purpose 
under the law. 
 
“But now” God has changed his purpose and is doing something else, and that former program has been 
set aside.  We want to look at those words (But Now) and discover the change in issues and what those 
words symbolize.  I am conscious of the fact we have not gone over in detail Ephesians, Chapter 2.  So 
we need to turn there and look at the dispensational change that is indicated in Romans 3:21, in addition 
to a change in subject.  Paul is now going to begin dealing with the issues of justification.  He will give 
you the details of how justification works and just how it is that God can justify all men, but especially us 
and how it operates today, and then sanctification, etc. 
 
With those two words, “But Now,” Paul introduces a great dispensational change.  He is saying that 
under the law, God had a program in Time Past, but now is doing something different.  Ephesians 2:11-
15. 
 
The expressions, “But now” and “at this time” indicate a dispensational change. We went over that in 
Ephesians 2 in the previous class.  In Verse 21, Paul is telling us that a dispensational change has taken 
place – that God is through with the law program and now, at this time, God is declaring his 
righteousness, without the law. 
 
The word manifest in Verse 21 takes you back to Chapter 1, Verse 17, (speaking of the gospel committed 
to the Apostle Paul): Romans 1:17. 
 
In Time Past, sin was being manifest.  The law served its purpose and now, righteousness apart from 
that program is being manifested through Paul’s gospel.  The law program manifested your sin but the 
law never told you how God was going to make it right.   
 
God’s righteousness is being manifested all the time.  But the issue in verse 21 is not referring to the 
attribute of God’s righteousness.  In this passage, the issue of righteousness is about the matter of 
justification.  It has to do with righteousness toward man.  Look again at the passage and how it takes 
you from righteousness to justification in Verse 24. 

 
Notice in Verse 21 he begins with BUT NOW.  Now, God has concluded that program to manifest sin and 
now he has manifested his righteousness.  But remember that the law in Time Past had a purpose. 
 
In Time Past, by the Law, God was accomplishing something – he was manifesting sin.  The purpose of 
the law was to show that we are bad and that we need a saviour.  WE need one and Israel need one.  
The law condemns.  For 1500 years God was accomplishing something in history.  He was manifesting sin 
by his law.  Romans 4:15. 
 
What I want you to see here in Romans 3 is that God is doing something historically.  He is accomplishing 
a purpose in the law and when he accomplished that purpose, the law was done away with.  It was set 
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aside.  He quit working on that purpose and introduces a new purpose, which is to manifest his 
righteousness.  Galatians 3:22-23. 
 
The faith in that verse is that issue of justification by faith that Paul proclaimed.  The law shut me up.  It 
is like saying the law held men in solitary confinement – until the faith (the message Paul was 
proclaiming) should afterwards (after the law has done its job) be revealed.  The law has accomplished 
its purpose; it has condemned all men.  God was making sin known under the law.  The law did not 
provide an answer for sin, but condemned sin.  In Time Past, men under that program, worked under 
that.     
 
“Shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed” is what Paul is dealing with in Romans 
3:21.  The afterwards in Galatians 3 is the ”But now – the righteousness of God without the law is 
manifest being witnessed by the law and the prophets, even the righteousness of God which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ.”  Now God is making known his righteousness, that is, how God is going to justify men, how 
God can be just and the justifier of them that believe. 
 
The point is, the law was to manifest sin.  It provided official condemnation of the whole world.  The 
whole world has come short of God’s standard.  The law has done its job; it has accomplished its purpose 
and as a result of that, having accomplished its task, God has concluded that program and has now 
started a new program.  That is what Paul begins to deal with starting in Romans 3:21 – the “but now.” 
 
Now there is a manifestion of righteousness.  Paul is making a transition here that is very important for 
you to see in the text.  God is manifesting his righteousness apart from the law. 
 
But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets; (Romans 3:21)  In that first section of Romans (1:18 to 3:20), Paul starts off with the issue of 
wrath.  Acknowledging our guilt is the first step in salvation.  There is no gospel of grace apart from the 
acknowledging of our guilt.  (1 Timothy 1:15) 
 
If you are a sinner, you qualify!  If not, you don’t.   Don’t forget that as Paul begins to present the details 
of his gospel starts with the acknowledgement of guilt and the wrath of God against that guilt, and the 
fact that all men deserve the wrath of God.  God has established principles of judgment, as we studied in 
Chapter 2, whereby he is going to judge men who will be justly and righteously be condemned.  God’s 
grace is that he warns us about it and offers an alternative.   
 
Today it is not sin that keeps men out of heaven; it is man’s attitude toward sin. God has historically 
demonstrated with the law that it is the issue.  He does not just tell us.  He demonstrates it in history.  
And then, through Paul, tells us that now God has concluded that program and has introduced a new 
program to manifest something else in history.  He does it by introducing the Dispensation of Grace.   
 
Therefore, today, God is historically demonstrating his righteousness and his grace in the Body of Christ; 
how he has always been able to justify all ungodly sinners.  Don’t miss the point of God’s wrath toward 
sin and the issue of facing and be responsible and accountable for our sin and our guilt.   
 
The first issue in life, every problem you will encounter in your ministry, every counseling situation you 
will ever engage in, every problem in your individual life, will always have to be met first on the plane of 
accountability.  Bob Jones used to say, “No doubt the trouble is with you.”  That’s a good philosophy to 
have.  Make yourself responsible first.   The world would have you make others responsible.  Remember 
the fellow in John 5 that was asked by Jesus, “Wilt thou be made whole?”  John 5:7. 
 
When you start in Romans 3:21 to basically the end of the chapter, there are issues that are dealt with 
that will orient you properly to everything else you will study with regard to the gospel.  If you don’t get 
the foundation down clearly, it won’t do any good to build a super structure of Chapter 6, 7 and 8, or 
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even the step beyond of Chapter 4.  We want you to understand clearly these issues of justification, 
redemption, propitiation, the forbearance of God and the Law, etc.   
 
The component parts of salvation: 
 the basis of salvation of every age is the blood of Christ 
 the means of salvation is always faith 
 the object of faith is always God 
 the content of faith is always God’s word to us 
 
The content of faith changes.  God’s words or his message to people – the particular revelation he gives 
to men – changes through time.  That is dispensational truth.  God says one thing to one group of people 
and another thing to a different group of people, etc.  The content of the messages varies with 
dispensations but faith is simply man approaching God in God’s way and that never changes.  Faith is 
simply believing what God says by approaching God in the way he prescribes. It is not mystical.  You 
operate on the basis of what God said to you.  Therefore, you could take a verse from the Bible that is 
not addressed to you and try to operate on it and then it is not faith, but rather it is unbelief.  If you try 
to obey a verse of scripture that was not addressed to you, that is unbelief.  That is why dispensational 
things – right division of the Word – is critically important. 
 
 

Romans 3:22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus 
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:  
(Faith of Christ= Christ’s faith, faith fullness of Christ, trest worthness of Christ) (Christ in his humanity believe 
father) (Christ was faithful when he went to the cross and died for us and now he is faithful to his word to save us) 

(Our eternal sequrity is based upon Christ’s faith)  (Gal 2:16, 2:20, 3:22, Phil 3:9) (Is 50,53; Ps 16,27; Jn 12,18) 

(?) Testimoney of law and prophets are wrath of God. Now, there is a manifestation of righteousness - apart from 

law and prophets. But now” God has changed his purpose and is doing something else, and that former program has 

been set aside. 

It is not faith in Christ; but it is by the faith of Christ—His faith.  It is the righteousness of God which 
comes from His faith “… unto all and upon all them that believe.”  Then there is our faith.  There is His 
faith, then there is our faith—God’s faithfulness, God’s trustworthiness, and our trusting in Him. 
 
I hope you understand why we went over all this again.  It is more than just the distinctive ministry of 
Paul.  We are making a distinction between what God is doing in those two programs, those two 
dispensations of Time Past and But Now.  We study all of the Bible in the light of the Revelation of the 
Mystery. 
 
When Paul says the “righteousness of God without the law is manifested,” he speaks of the same 
righteousness that until now has condemned the sinner.  Chapter 1:18 to 3:20 is condemnation.  God’s 
righteous judgment is that he demands perfect righteousness.  Men don’t have it.  Now that same 
righteousness is going to cover all them that believe.  The reason it changes is because of what God has 
accomplished for us at Calvary.  Verse 21 through Verse 28 is the greatest passage in the Bible on the 
doctrine of justification.  We will spend some time on this so that you really absorb these passages.  The 
more you read it the more you see in it and you wonder how Paul could have compressed all the content 
in those verses in just a few words.  It sinks down to the very depth of all that God has accomplished for 
us at Calvary.  
 



Paul starts this passage with this issue – that, in the gospel, the righteousness of God is revealed.  Then 
he stopped and went into the wrath of God – revealed from heaven.  God’s wrath is revealed in the 
Gospel of Grace as a warning to unsaved men.  Now Paul goes back to the issue of righteousness and 
will describe for us how the righteousness of God is revealed.  The issue now, in this age, is a revelation 
of the righteousness of God in the dispensation of grace, in the gospel committed to Paul.  That is a 
tremendous change.   And we receive that revelation, that manifestation, through the gospel committed 
to Paul.   
 
If the righteousness of God is not manifested by the law and does not come “by the law,” how are we to 
get it?   
 
 “…by faith of Jesus Christ.” 
 
The new Bibles, (even the New King James) translate that to “by faith in Jesus Christ.”   You do not need 
to know Greek to see that is not a good translation.  It is not man’s faith in Christ because that is already 
in the last part of the verse. Our faith in Christ is referred to in the words “upon all them that believe.”  
However, the faith of Christ is Christ’s faith.  Example: 
 
 Genitive The love of God (God loving someone)    [Objective] 
 The wrath of God (God extending his wrath to someone) 
 
 The fear of God  (A person’s fear toward God)   [Subjective]  
 
In the objective example, God is giving the action.  In the Subjective, God is receiving the action.  
 
The Greeks had about ten different kinds of genitives and it sometimes take time to figure them out 
correctly.  What we have here in this phrase, “faith in Christ” is an objective use of the preposition.  That 
is me putting my faith in Christ.  But the faith of God, or the faith of Christ, it is speaking of God’s 
worthiness to be trusted, to be believed, to be feared.  See it again in Romans 3:3. 
 
Therefore, when you read that expression, by faith of Jesus Christ, remember the issue is his fidelity to 
his word – his dependability.  Remember the subjective use of the preposition of.  
 
Under the law, man had to work and do his own righteousness.  Romans 10:5.  So, it depends on you, 
when you want to have righteousness under the law.  But the righteousness that is now manifested, 
apart from that system, all depends on the faith (fullness) of Jesus Christ.  
 
You will find that expression “unto all and upon all” changed in some of the new Bibles; changed by the 
omission of the “and upon all.”  However, it is supposed to be there because what is intended there is to 
eliminate every distinction between men, except that of believing.  Every distinction between men is done 
away with, "… for there is no difference"  We heard it said many different ways, i.e., “The ground is level 
at the foot of the cross,” and, “There are only two kind of people in the world today; believers and 
unbelievers; or the saved and the lost.”  Those statements are true today. 
 
“Unto all” means an unqualified provision.  It is for everyone.  It hasn’t always been that way.  It is a new 
thing in the “but now” for God’s provision to be for everybody.  The following verse from Isaiah is the 
one most often quoted in response to the question of where in the Old Testament to find that Christ will 
die for people’s sins: Isaiah 53:4-6. 
 
You see, the issue of an unqualified, unrestricted provision is something new today.  That is why Paul 
said, “But now the righteousness of God is manifested.”  Even the righteousness that depends every bit 
on Christ.  And this righteousness is unto “all.”  So you see, if you do not rightly divide the Bible, you will 
end up restricting the provision of Calvary’s cross to just a few people.   Have you ever heard of the 
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doctrine of limited atonement – that Christ did not die for everybody?  It’s called Calvinism.  These verses 
prove that is not true.  Look some verses they use: John 10:11, John 10:15, John 10:26. 
 
If you do not make the necessary distinctions between God’s programs by rightly dividing the Bible, you 
will wind up cutting your spiritual jugular vein and bleeding to death, never getting anything done for 
God. 
 
When Paul begins to press the issue of justification by grace, through faith in the finished work of Christ, 
the first thing he does is emphasize that this is a “now time” revelation, committed to him by the Risen, 
Ascended Lord Jesus Christ, and that things are different now than they were before.  NOW it is an 
unqualified provision, unlike the old program, and it is unto ALL.  Then he says it is UPON all them that 
believe.  Notice how Paul adds the qualifier.  It is for everybody; an unqualified, unlimited provision.  But 
then Paul qualifies the application of it.  What do you have to do to be a part of it?  You must believe. 
1. God loves and Christ died for all men. 
2. The application of God’s righteousness is limited to those who believe. 
 
"Specially of those that believe. (1 Timothy 4:10)  You see, God is potentially the Saviour for every man.  
There is a bumper sticker that says, WILL CHRIST BE SAVIOUR or JUDGE?  The choice is yours.  He can 
be one or the other.  He is effectively the Saviour of those who believe.  In theology that is call the 
doctrine of unlimited atonement.  The word atonement in Theology is a word that is used to describe all 
the benefits that are gained through the death of Christ – through his cross work.  It is unlimited in its 
provision, but it is limited in its application.  1 Timothy 2:5-6. 
 
Write this verse down because I guarantee you it will be part of an exam.  If it is “unto all and upon all 
them that believe” is there a conflict between the sovereignty of God on one hand and the human 
responsibility on the other hand?  What is the conflict? 
 
God’s sovereign purpose and choice vs. Man’s free will and responsibility 
 
In theology there are conflicting schools of thought.  If you get among people counted as theologians 
and scholars, etc. they discuss things in black and white terms of Calvinism and Armenianism.  A Calvinist 
professes to defend the sovereignty of God – the godliness of God, and the Armenian the responsibility of 
man for his own situation.  That conflict in theology is called an antinomy.  That is two laws that butt up 
against one another that cannot be reconciled.   Here is a verse that harmonizes the sovereignty of God 
and human responsibility.  1 Corinthians 1:21. 
 
God is absolutely sovereign and in his sovereign free will, he has chosen to save those who believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  "Uunto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference".  There you have 
unlimited in provision, but in application, limited to those that believe.  The only distinction between men 
today is that distinction between those that believe and those that do not.  If it is without distinction, it 
could be for man or woman and with no racial or social distinctions.  There also could be no distinction 
between elect or non-elect.  All this is just human reasoning to get around the truth that today God has 
done away with all distinctions and provides an unlimited salvation for all men with the only distinction 
being to believe it or not.  For us in ministry, the issue is to make that message clear. 
 
 

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
 

Faith of Christ 

1. Rom 3:21  But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being 
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witnessed by the law and the prophets;  

Rom 3:22  Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 

them that believe: for there is no difference: 

Rom 3:21 ഇപ്പോഴോ ദൈവത്തിന്റെ നീതി, 

വിശ്വസിക്കുന്നഎല്ലാവർക്കും (Our faith) (faith in Christ Jesus) യേശുക്രിസ്തു 

വിങ്കലെ വിശ്വാസത്താലുള്ള ദൈവനീതി തന്നേ, (Faith of Jesus Christ= Christ’s 

faith= Our eternal sequrity is based upon Christ faith) (Is 50,53; Ps 16,27; Jn 12,18)  ന്യായപ്രമാണം 

കൂടാതെ വെളിപ്പെട്ടു വന്നിരിക്കുന്നു. (We get righteousness of God) 

 

2. Gal 2:16  Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 

Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith 

of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be 

justified. 

Gal 2:16 എന്നാർ യേശുക്രിസ്തുവിലുള്ള  വിശ്വാസത്താലല്ലാതെ  (By 

faith of Christ alone we receive justification) ന്യായപ്രമാണത്തിന്റെ പ്രവൃത്തികളാർ 

മനുഷ്യർ നീതികരിക്കപ്പെടുന്നില്ല എന്നു 

അറിഞ്ഞിരിക്കകൊണ്ടു നാമും ന്യായപ്രമാണ ത്തിന്റെ 

പ്രവൃത്തികളാലല്ല ക്രിസ്തുവിലുള്ള വിശ്വാസത്താർ (Faith of Christ) 

തന്നേ നീതീകരിക്കപ്പെടേണ്ടതിന്നു  (justified= Innocent + (not pardoned) 

ക്രിസ്തുയേശുവിർ വിശ്വസിച്ചു; (Believe in the finished work of Jesus Christ = Faith in 

Jesus Christ) ന്യായപ്രമാണ ത്തിന്റെ പ്രവൃത്തികളാർ ഒരു ജഡവും 

നീതീകരിക്കപ്പെടുക യില്ലല്ലോ.  

 

3. Gal 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 

me, and gave himself for me. 

Gal 2:20 ഞാർ ക്രിസ്തുവിനോടുകൂടെ ക്രൂശിക്കപ്പെട്ടിരിക്കുന്നു; ഇനി 

ജീവിക്കുന്നതു ഞാനല്ല ക്രിസ്തുവത്രേ എന്നിർ ജീവിക്കുന്നു; (sanctification) 

ഇപ്പോർ ഞാർ ജഡത്തിർ ജീവിക്കുന്നതോ എന്നെ സ്നേഹിച്ചു എനിക്കു വേണ്ടി 

തന്നെത്താർ ഏല്പിച്ചുകൊടുത്ത ദൈവപുത്രങ്കലുള്ള വിശ്വാസത്താലത്രേ 

ജീവിക്കുന്നതു (This is key to our Christian life)   

 

4. Gal 3:22  But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of 



Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 

Gal 3:22 എങ്കിലും വിശ്വസിക്കുന്നവർക്കു (faith in Christ Jesus) വാഗ്ദത്തം (Inheritance) 

യേശുക്രിസ്തുവിലെ വിശ്വാസത്താർ (Faith of Christ) ലഭിക്കേണ്ടതിന്നു 

തിരുവെഴുത്തു എല്ലാവറ്റെയും പാപത്തിർ കീഴടെച്ചു കളഞ്ഞു.  

 

5. Eph 3:12 In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him 

Eph 3:12 അവനിർ ആശ്രയിച്ചിട്ടു അവങ്കലുള്ള വിശ്വാസത്താർ (Faith of him) 

നമുക്കു ധൈര്യവും പ്രവേശനവും ഉണ്ടു. 

 

6. Phil 3:9  And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, 

but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 

Phil 3:9 ഞാർ ക്രിസ്തുവിനെ നേടേണ്ടതിന്നും ന്യായപ്രമാണത്തിർ നിന്നുള്ള 

എന്റെ സ്വന്ത നീതിയല്ല, ക്രിസ്തുവിങ്കലുള്ള വിശ്വാസംമൂലം (Faithfulness of 

Christ) ദൈവം വിശ്വസിക്കുന്ന വർക്കു (faith in Christ Jesus) നർകുന്ന നീതി തന്നേ 

ലഭിച്ചു (Justification= Rrighteousness) 

 

7. Col 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 

operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.  

 

Col 2:12 സ്നാനത്തിർ നിങ്ങർ അവനോടുകൂടെ അടക്കപ്പെടുകയും അവനെ 

മരിച്ചവരുടെ ഇടയിർനിന്നു ഉയിർത്തെഴുന്നേല്പിച്ച ദൈവത്തിന്റെ 

വ്യാപാരശക്തിയിലുള്ള വിശ്വാസത്താർ അവനോടുകൂടെ നിങ്ങളും 

ഉയിർത്തെഴുന്നേർക്കയും ചെയ്തു. 

Faith in Christ: 

1. Rom 3:26  To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the 

justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.  

45:3:26 താർ നീതിമാനും യേശുവിർ വിശ്വസിക്കുന്നവനെ നീതീകരിക്കുന്നവനും 

(Justify) ആകേണ്ടതിന്നു ഇക്കാലത്തു (Dispensation of grace) തന്റെ നീതിയെ 

പ്രദർശിപ്പിപ്പാർ തന്നേ അങ്ങനെ ചെയ്തതു. (Twofold declaration by the gospel of the grace 

of God) 

 

 

2. Gal_3:26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  

Gal 3:26 ക്രിസ്തുയേശുവിലെ വിശ്വാസത്താർ (Faith in Christ= Faith in the finished work of 

Christ = Faith in the grace gospal) നിങ്ങർ എല്ലാവരും ദൈവത്തിന്റെ മക്കർ ആകുന്നു. 
(Become member of God’s the family)  

 



3. Col 1:4  Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all 

the saints, 

Col 1:4 ക്രിസ്തുയേശുവിർ നിങ്ങളുടെ വിശ്വാസത്തെയും സകലവിശുദ്ധന്മാരോടും 

നിങ്ങർ ക്കുള്ള സ്നേഹത്തെയും കുറിച്ചു ഞങ്ങർ കേട്ടിട്ടു നിങ്ങർക്കു വേണ്ടി 

പ്രാർത്ഥിക്കയിർ എപ്പോഴും (Pray each other) 

 

4. Col 2:5  For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and 

beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ. 

Col 2:5 ഞാർ ശരീരംകൊണ്ടു ദൂരസ്ഥനെങ്കിലും ആത്മാവുകൊണ്ടു നിങ്ങളോടു 

കൂടെയുള്ളവനായി നിങ്ങളുടെ ക്രമവും ക്രിസ്തുവിർ നിങ്ങർക്കുള്ള 

വിശ്വാസത്തിന്റെ സ്ഥിരതയും കണ്ടു സന്തോഷിക്കുന്നു. (Rejoice each other)  

 

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 

 

 

 

Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 
(God’s standard of perfection) (glory of God = represents all the attributes of God) (personal, individual sins)  

 
There is no difference between men because ALL had sinned.  Everyone was always a sinner, yet God 
had made a difference in Time Past between the sinners of the Gentiles, those separated by that wall of 
partition that God had cast away, and his chosen people Israel.  NOW, both Jew and Gentile have been 
concluded under sin. (Vs.9), (Romans 11:32). 
 
You see, now, that special condition has gone away and now, doctrinally as well as dispensationally there 
is no difference.  Now they are all cast away.  This passage is as much dispensational as it is doctrinal.  
In Chapters 2 and 3 Paul has proven that they are all cast away, that all have come short, they have all 
failed and God has set Israel aside – down in the position of unbelief (cast away) like the Gentiles were 
placed in Gen 11.  Now, because of that judgment on both he can mercy upon all. 
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In Dare To Discipline, James Dobson wrote in the first chapter that the problem with your child is not 
inherent.  That is a denial of the old sin nature.  If you try to deal with a problem denying that old sin 
nature, you are denying the problem and can only treat symptoms.  The problem is that we are sinners.  
We sin because we are sinners.  We are not sinners because we sin.  We sin because we are sinners.  
The root is bad, therefore the fruit is bad.   
 
The word “sinned” in Verse 23 means to deviate, or to miss the mark.  If you miss the standard (the 
mark or goal) against which men are going to be measured (the glory of God), it is to “come short” of it.  
There is a good note in the Scofield Reference Bible in there that you ought to consider about sin.  This 
verse is speaking of personal, individual sins.  Everyone has sinned – by choice and by action.  Bob Jones 
used to say, “No doubt the trouble is with you.”  When you get in a scrape, look at yourself first. When 
you are dealing with people, the first issue is responsibility.  You cannot dodge what you are and who 
you are as you search for answers.  “For all have sinned.” 
 
A good definition:  sin is moral blame-worthiness.  The issue of missing the mark is an issue of moral 
culpability.  You can miss the mark on occasion when it is not something you are culpable for.  If you did 
the best you could and still did not hit the target right on the bull’s eye - that does not fit this description 
of sin.  The Universalists say that God is a sinner because God put Adam in the garden, and since God 
had a purpose for Adam and Adam did not fulfill it, therefore God “missed the mark.”  That is twisting the 
definition.  Sin is moral blame-worthiness, where one is morally to blame for choice and action.  It is 
coming short of moral responsibility against the standard set by God. 
 
Turn to Psalm 51 and we will look at a verse or two that illustrate the three aspects of sin that are 
mentioned in that note by Scofield.  In this verse we see a man who has sinned, who is morally blame-
worthy and has acknowledged his sin.  David has committed adultery with Bathsheba and has also 
murdered her husband.  Being under the Law, David describes what he has done.  Psalms 51:1-4.  
Another verse description is 1 John 3:4. 
 
In Romans 3, Paul is describing the predicament that men are in.  Here is the righteousness of God for all 
men and these “all men” are not the good guys.  They are sinners.  Look at what Paul said God will give 
them: Romans 2:6-7. 
 
In a parenthetical way, Paul puts forth the issue of who we are as we have failed to measure up to who 
God is.  We do not have the measure of perfect righteousness.  We have come short “of the glory of 
God.”  That term is very important and we will be asking you to define it sometime during this course.  
What is the glory of God? 
 
The word glory is the word  “doxa,” (dox'-ah) from where we get our word “doxology.”  “Glory be to the 
Father,” Praise God from whom all blessings flow,” etc.  Strongs definition is:  dignity, glory(-ious), 
honour, praise, worship.  What is it that makes God worthy to be praised?  Everything about him!  The 
glory of God the outshining of all that God is.  I don’t think I really appreciated the issue of the glory of 
God until the following scripture got hold of me.  The glory of God is real, it is something tangible to 
which you can relate.  The whole issue in our lives is bringing glory (honor) to God, and if that is the 
case, we need to understand what is his glory.  See Exodus 33:12-19.   
 
Remember that the glory of God is a statement that represents all the attributes of God and when he 
says in Romans 3:23 that we have come short of the glory of God, it means that we have come short of 
(not measured up to) God’s standard of perfection.  God expects out of us what is true of him.  We do 
not measure up.  Righteousness is to be declared right.  God is right about everything.  His integrity is 
intact in every way.  The veracity of God is complete.  We have come short of that.  We have not, in 
patient continuance in well-doing, measured up to God’s perfect standard. That is a predicament because 
it means we deserve the wrath of God.  Watch now, what Paul says about this...verse 24. 
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You see, the differences have been wiped away.  One God is going to justify both the Jews and the 
Gentiles on the basis of faith alone.  That fact, he says, establishes the law.   
 
That is the way we were by nature.  Do you remember the glory of God in Luke 2:9? …  (Luke 2:9) 
 
There is no difference between a Jew and a Gentile when it comes to sin.  A Jew is just as lost as a 
Gentile is.  Acts 15:7-9, Peter is talking, and giving his recommendation of Paul's ministry.  Acts 15:7-9 
 
 
 

Romans 3:24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus:  (Justification=by grace through redemption = righteousness of God being 

placed upon all them that believe) (His perfect righteousness inputed in our account) (Justification is a free gift= by 

God, by grace, by blood, by resrection of Christ, by faith) (Justification means = the justice of God has been 

satisfied through the issue of redemption)= (Just as never sinned +, absolute total forgiveness + much more Rom 

5.9, 5.15, 5.17) (what we have= Rom 5:1=11) 

Why does Paul change the word from righteousness to justified?  In English it changes, but in Greek it 
does not.  It is exactly the same word in the Greek.  We don’t have a word in English such as 
“righteousfied” or the like.  We have a word that means the same thing and that is “justified.” 
 
That last sentence:  “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” is sort of a parenthetical 
expression.  It is a digression in order to explain the issue of why there is no difference.   
Being [refers back to them that believe in Verse 23] justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus: (Romans 3:24) 
 
Justification is simply the righteousness of God being placed upon all them that believe.  Notice how Paul 
speaks of righteousness in Verses 21 and 22 and changes the term in Verse 24 to “justified.”  The Greek 
word does not change in verse 24.  It is the same word as used for righteousness.  The reason it changes 
in English is that we do not have a word for becoming righteous.  We use the word justify, meaning 
declared or pronounced righteous; regarded as being righteous.  Please learn that definition of 
“justification.”  The justice of God declares me righteous, right with him.  I am placed into a status I do 
not have of my own.  I am unrighteous yet God’s justice declares me righteous.  God’s righteousness is 
imputed to me.  That means it is placed to my account or in accounting terms, debited to my account.  It 
is an asset that is given to me by another. 
 
Justification is by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.  The reason that the justice of 
God can pronounce me righteous is not that God just overlooks my unrighteousness (then God wouldn’t 
be righteous because he said, “The guilty shall in no wise be cleared.”).  The redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus (the cross work of Christ) satisfies the justice of God.  The justice of God is now satisfied and that 
same justice is now able and free to declare me righteous.  God completely deals with my sin.  That is 
the reason Verse 26 says that he can be just (that he is righteous) and also the justifier of him that 
believeth in Jesus. 
 
Now watch carefully: But not as the offence, so also is the free gift.  (Romans 5:15).  The offence is from 
Adam; the free gift is from Jesus Christ.  Being justified freely by his grace. (3:24) That word, freely, is 
the word, dorean (do-reh-an') which is the word the Greeks used in its noun form to describe our word 
for “gift.”  It is translated in the Bible over and over as “freely.”  In Genesis 3:2 the first mistake Eve 
made was to leave out the word freely.  Be careful about that.  Believers are justified as a gift. 
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When you have justification you have much more than what Adam had.  Adam had innocence; he had 
not the wrath of God on him.  But when you get this gift of grace you have “much more” than what 
Adam had.  Romans 5:17 tells us what that gift is. 
 
Summary: The issue in Verses 22 to 24 is righteousness.  We don’t have it, but God has provided it for 
us.  Justification is the righteousness of God being placed upon those that believe. 
 
And we came to Verse 24 where he talks about the detail of “being justified, freely, by his grace, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”   The Apostle Paul uses the term justification over and over again.  
Twelve times he uses the word “just,” twenty-one times he uses the word “justified,” three times he uses 
the word “justification,” “Justifier” and “justifieth,” all in the book of Romans.  Justification is a key issue 
in the book of Romans and it is critical that you understand what it means.  The Greek word is dikaiosis 
from which we get our word decay.  (aquittal (for Christ's sake):--justification. It means “righteous, 
justice,” etc.   
 
We saw in our previous study that Paul used the word righteous in verses 21 and 22, and that when he 
came to Vs. 24 he changed it to justified because, although it is the same word in Greek, we can’t say 
“You were ‘rightified’.  Our word for that is justified.  Both in the English and the Greek, the word justified 
means to declare or pronounce righteous; to pronounce someone as right.  In Vs. 22 we see that 
justification is upon all them that believe.  That is the imputed righteousness of God given to them that 
believe. 
 
We review:  Justification is not forgiveness.  It is not redemption.  Justification is not reconciliation.  
Justification is not propitiation.  Justification is not expiation.  Justification is not identification.  These are 
all terms necessary in order to describe all the component parts of what is done at Calvary.  But you need 
to learn right now to discriminate the difference between these words. 
 
In Universal Reconciliation, the doctrine that everyone is going to be saved in the end, gets its impetus 
when people read verses that say God is going to reconcile all things unto himself.  But reconciliation and 
salvation are not the same thing.  God doesn’t waste those words.  He uses different words because they 
are different things.   Justification means that the justice of God has been satisfied.  It is satisfied 
through the issue of redemption.  But the result of God’s justice being satisfied is that we are now 
declared righteous.  If the justice of God had not been satisfied, we could not be declared righteous, but 
it having been satisfied through all those other things – redemption, propitiation, etc., God is now able to 
declare us righteous. 
 
Notice he said “freely, by his grace.”  When you go back to the root of the Greek word for “freely,” you 
find the idea of a “gift.”   Being justified as a gift.   Freely is an adverb.  An adverb is a word that 
describes the action of the verb.  How is that verb – justified – being accomplished?  A.  Freely.  God is 
justifying us freely.  Our justification is a gift.  God says, “I did everything.”  We read in Chapter 5 about 
the “gift of righteousness.”  God does everything and then gives us the gift freely. 
 
The result of believing is that the righteousness of God is placed upon all them that believe.  That is 
called imputation.  It is put upon all them that believe.  That means “being justified.”  The result of 
having the righteousness of God placed upon you is justification.  Being means, comes from “to be,”  it is 
what you are. 
 
I prayed that I may successfully communicate to you what grace really is.  Please write down the 
definition, but more than that, let it burn in your heart.  The word means “unmerited favor.”  The word 
delight should be associated in your mind with the word “grace.”  It is favor, but it is special favor.  It is 
special favor delightfully given.  I could do a special favor grudgingly.  But the Lord delights in bestowing 
on you special favor.  If you don’t deserve it, it is not of works; it is unmerited.  Grace is the refusal of 
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works because it is a free gift God has given.  If you obtain something by working for it, it is no longer a 
gift.  Romans 4:4. 
 
You will face temptation in your ministry that wants to cause you to corrupt the Gospel of Grace by 
adding works – by omitting the “freely.”  It can happen in different ways.  It may be someone insisting 
you need to have works to get saved.  (You need to keep the commandments.)  Most people that think 
that can’t even name the ten commandments.  What hope is there in keeping the commandments if you 
don’t even know what they are?  They’ll say you have to keep the golden rule.  You have to give your 
heart to Christ and get baptized; repent and turn from your sins.  Those are all works; something you do.  
People will always try to convince you that you have to add something to the finished work of Christ.  
You will need to be on your toes in ministry, because even “good people” will try to turn you away from 
the Gospel of the grace of God. 
 
All these things people are encouraged to do to be saved, i.e.,  
 Repent  (turn from your sins) 
 Believe in Jesus 
 Make Jesus Christ Lord of your life. 
 
And more… all those things are not the instructions God gives to a sinner to get saved!  How can a sinner 
turn from his sin? You that are saved – have you turned from your sin?  Don’t tell me you have, because 
I am going to ask you about some of them if you do!  How are you going to tell the poor lost man he has 
to do something he hasn’t a chance of doing, something you haven’t even done perfectly?  No wonder I 
hear people telling me they have to “live it.”  That is what he is hearing from preachers.  The 
presentation you make is so very important. 
 
We will have one class on soul-winning.  Ambassorship is a class dealing with how to present the gospel 
in which I will bring to class some tracts from some of the most prominent fundamentalist Christians, 
leading evangelicals, where they present the gospel, but when they get to the invitation, telling one how 
to be saved, you wouldn’t recognize it.   
 
When Paul begins to give the details of justification, he makes the clarity of the message a primary issue.  
Learn how to make the focus of everything you do in your ministry the clarity of grace – the freeness of it 
and the fact that it is not by works.  Point them to the finished work of the cross, saying, “God did it all 
for you.  Rest in that.” 
 
The enemy of the Gospel of Grace will try to convince you of three things: 
 
1. You have to work to get saved.    (Keep the commandments, repent and believe, get 
baptized, endure to the end, etc.) 
2. You have to work to stay saved.    (No eternal security.)  Paul said in Galatians 3, Having 
begun in the Spirit are you now made perfect in the flesh?  If it took God to start it, how can puny you  
     hold on to it, they say. If you have to add your work to stay 
saved, what did you trust to start with? 
3. You have to work to prove you are saved.   (Your life of good works is taught by many as proof you 
are saved.)   
 
All three of those ADD to the clarity of the Gospel of Grace, the issue of works, which is an anathema.  
Paul said: Ephesians 2:8-10. 
 
The grace of God is limited to the cross.  The grace of God is focused upon and comes from the work of 
Christ at Calvary.  God’s grace is not available to people anywhere except at the cross. 
What is grace?  If justification is by grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, then grace is all 
that God is free to do for us because of what Christ has accomplished at Calvary.  That is the Gospel of 
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Grace.  It is the good news of all that God can do for you because of the cross work of Christ, and he is 
delighted to be able to do all these things for you:  justification, redemption, propitiation, forgiveness, 
forbearance, etc.   
 
A lot of times in the Old Testament, grace means just mercy and graciousness.  But we are speaking here 
in the context of this passage, and the Gospel of Grace.  Sometimes grace is a practical kind of thing as 
when Paul said, they perceived the grace that was given to me and Barnabas.  That spoke of special 
favor for ministry.   
 
Justification is through redemption.  We will study “redemption” more closely in our next class.  
Justification is through the cross work (what Christ did at Calvary), because of who and what Christ is.  
Theologians will tell you it is through the imputed obedience of Christ to the law.  They say that we are 
justified and declared righteous because Christ kept the law.  But Paul says we are declared righteous 
because (although he did keep the law) he died and in his death he fully satisfied the demands of the law 
and paid the debt.  That is why in Romans 4:25 reads... 
 
There are several ingredients in justification dealt with in the book of Romans. 
 We are justified by God.     (Romans 8:33) 
 We are justified by grace.      (Romans 3:24) 
 We are justified by blood.   (Romans 5:9)   
 We are justified by the resurrection of Christ.   (Romans 4:25)    
 We are justified by faith.    (Romans 5:1) 
 
Those are the component parts of justification and you will want to remember them.  Getting all the 
component parts together is important, especially when you deal with the issue of salvation.  Salvation is 
the broad term that describes all of this.  The word means “deliverance.” 
 
We will talk in more detail about these component parts later. 
1. The basis of salvation in every age is the blood of Jesus Christ.  (Romans 3:25; Hebrews 9:15) 
2. The means of salvation is always faith.  (Hebrews 11:6) 
3. The object of faith is always God.  (Romans 4:3,Romans 4:17) 
4. The content of faith is always dependent on the particular revelation God was pleased to give at a 
given time.  (This is the area of dispensational truth.) 
 
Faith is a man approaching God in the way that God has prescribed.  It is taking God at his word.  In 
Time Past, God gave men certain things to do, for example, offering animal sacrifices, when the blood 
offered on the altar was atonement for your soul.  Did the blood save the man?  No.  It was the man’s 
faith in what God had said he must do.  The means whereby the man appropriates it is his faith.  The 
basis of it, (what saves him) was the blood of Christ.  The man’s faith had to have an object.  Faith is a 
non-meritorious sense of perception.   
 
As you look to God and believe what God tells you, then it happens.  Dispensational truth in this matter is 
to understand that when God told that man at that particular time to offer an animal sacrifice, that man’s 
faith in what God told him was the basis of salvation at that time.  When God told man to repent and be 
baptized the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins we know that was truth in that particular 
situation.  We know where that fits. 
 
So when you get to today and are told to just “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ” and you will be saved, 
we are not confused by conflicting instructions because we understand the issue of dispensational truth.  
It is God’s instruction for this time.  We should be no more confused by that than the Roosevelt 
administration, the Eisenhower administration, the Nixon administration, the Kennedy administration or 
the Reagan administration or any other.  Each of those administrations had different policies, different 
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goals, different programs.  God has different administrations and in His Word they are called 
“dispensations.”   
Based on this “Now” time revelation given to the Apostle Paul, we now understand some things about the 
basis and the means of salvation that men in Time Past did not understand.  We now know that the basis 
for salvation is the shed blood of Christ and that the real issue God has been interested in is faith – in 
him and in his word. 
 
If you get those four components in your mind, they will save your some problems with people who 
center in on just one component or another.  Some people will say that men in Time Past were saved by 
the blood of Christ therefore they had, as the conscious object of their faith, the coming Messiah who 
was going to die on the cross for them.  The problem with that is when I open my Bible I find verses that 
say that they did not have the work of Christ at Calvary as the conscious object of their faith.  They did 
not have understanding of the work of Christ at Calvary.  They didn’t even know he was going to die.  
Then my theology hits the Bible and one of the two has to go!   You should always change your system 
to fit the verses.  You don’t change the verses to fit your system.  Just remember all the components of 
justification:  the basis of salvation, the means of salvation, the object of faith and the content of faith.  
 
Now we are ready to study the term redemption in Verse 24. “Being justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:”  We have talked about justification and grace.  Now we turn our 
attention to redemption that is in Christ Jesus.   
 
There are basically three different Greek words that are used for our word “redemption” and “to 
redeem.”  The word in this verse is apolutrosis (ap-ol-oo'-tro-sis) lutron, lutros  Scofield has an excellent 
note at this point as a footnote on Rom. 3:24.  He gives you three Greek words – lutro, agaraso, 
exagaraso.  Lutro is simply “redeem,” to pay a price, to ransom.  Agaraso means to purchase in the 
marketplace.  The word market is agara.  And agaraso is to go down into the slave market and pay the 
price to buy the slave.  My purpose here is so that you understand the distinction. Ek (preposition) means 
“out of.”  Ekagaraso is used to imply buying and setting free from slavery – taking out of the market 
place of slavery.  Set free.  Lutron in apolutrosis implies a “ransom.”  The prefix “apo” intensifies it as it 
means to pay the complete price.  So you have three ideas that fit together to make one.  You go into 
the marketplace of sin and pay the complete, total price, then take him out and set him free.  All of that 
is involved in the idea of redemption.  That is all perfectly clear in our word “redemption” in English. 
 
When you deliver something by paying the complete and total price, you are said to have redeemed the 
thing.  The idea in redemption is deliverance.  Let’s look at a couple of verse that will demonstrate these 
definitions.  1 Corinthians 6:19-20.  Galatians 3:13. 
 
When Paul says, “being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom 
God has set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood,” what he does there is begin to pick up 
some Old Testament terminology.  Most of the people at Rome who had become members of the Body of 
Christ were not Jews.  Most were Gentiles who did not have a background in Bible study and knowledge.  
They were most often idol-worshiping Gentiles who had come to know Christ as their Saviour.  They 
didn’t have Bible knowledge, yet the Apostle Paul does not hesitate to use terminology that can be 
understood and explained by the Old Testament scriptures to teach those people.  In your ministry you 
will have people tell you not to use “those big words” because people don’t understand them.  What 
should you do?  Teach them.  If they don’t understand the word redeemed, then teach them what it 
means.  That is exactly what the Apostle Paul did.   
 
The term “redemption” is an Old Testament word that brings up the issue of the doctrine of the “kinsman 
redeemer.”  In the Bible redemption is provided by “the kinsman redeemer,” that is an individual who is 
qualified to execute the law of redemption.  That is, he is qualified to pay the price to get someone out of 
his predicament.  When dealing with redemption you are dealing with the justice of God.   The justice of 
God has set up certain requirements, necessary in order for someone to redeem something that is lost.  
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To say it again, God’s justice has set up a set of requirements by which something that is in jeopardy can 
be rescued or delivered from that jeopardy. 
 
I’m going to give you the outline – the four requirements of the law of redemption.  If you will study the 
passages in Exodus 13 and Leviticus 25, you will be able to understand the issue and see how they apply 
to the Lord Jesus Christ.  (Exodus 13:13, Leviticus 25:25-27). 
 
The cross work of Christ at Calvary can be looked at from different viewpoints.  In order to communicate 
all the things that were won for us at Calvary, different words are used.  For example, if you are looking 
at the issue of sin, what was done at Calvary with sin in view is the word “redemption.”  “Propitiation” 
looks to God.  Redemption is looking at sin.  The doctrine of reconciliation and the cross looks at man.  
Each of those reveal things from different viewpoints.   
 
The cross provides redemption.  It paid the ransom from sin and sets us free from the bondage, the guilt 
and the penalty of sin.  Redemption through the sacrifice of Christ satisfies the debt to sin.  The reason 
the word “lutron” is used is because it means a ransom was paid to set you free.  Remember the word, 
“agaraso,” used as it referred to being ransomed from the slave market.  When you think about sin, 
redemption in Christ’s blood shed at Calvary is what sets me free from sin and all its consequences.  
 
The issue in propitiation is not my slavery to sin.  It is that God is offended by my sin.  The justice of God 
is angry because of our sin.  Our unrighteousness offends the righteousness of God and the justice of 
God is the function of his integrity that defends his holiness.  God’s wrath is directed toward me because 
of his justice.  The cross work of Christ satisfies the justice of God.  That is the doctrine of propitiation.  
The cross work is a satisfying sacrifice to the justice of God. 
 
Therefore, when you think about freedom from sin, you are dealing with being redeemed.  Those are 
different viewpoints of what was done at the cross of Calvary – not consecutive things that were done; 
different viewpoints of the cross work of Christ.   
 
Redemption:  the cross work of Christ at Calvary satisfies God’s justice.  We saw in our last lesson, in the 
issue of the kinsman redeemer, that in order to redeem someone, the justice of God set up a standard.  
First the redeemer had to be kin; second he had to be able to redeem and third, he had to be willing to 
redeem.  We saw that Jesus Christ was born into this world to human parents – born of a woman, but a 
special woman – of the seed of Abraham.  He took on himself the seed of Abraham (Hebrews 2).  The 
middle wall of partition had to be broken down in order for his redeemer status to reach all men.  
Therefore, today, with the middle wall of partition removed, there is no advantage to being the seed of 
Abraham and no disadvantage to not being.  Every son of Abraham is also the son of Adam.  Although 
Christ originally came to be the kinsman redeemer for Israel with a limited redemption and as a limited 
redeemer, we now know through the revelation given to Paul that redemption has been expanded to all 
men.  Most people miss the point that he came as a limited redeemer because of that middle wall of 
partition.  In fact, most people don’t even know what that middle wall of partition is.  They just think 
when Christ came to earth he came to save everybody.  That is wonderfully true today and it is good that 
they understand that point.  But to understand the Bible you need to understand more than that.  You 
will never understand your Bible if you don’t understand the issue of Israel’s position in that Bible.  The 
issue of the middle wall of partition is vital in understanding that. 
 
I would like to get through the doctrine of redemption in this lesson.  I know we have had a lot of 
repetition on this subject, but I do it for this reason:  in your presentation of the gospel and in your 
ministry, if you can understand that distinction, you are going to have to make dispensational truth an 
issue.  You can not be like the fellow who told the pulpit committee that he believed the grace message, 
but did not use the terminology because it turns people off.  If you don’t use the terminology and preach 
the issues of dispensational truth in order to make people understand the difference between the ministry 
of Christ as Israel’s kinsman redeemer, and his status today as the ransom for all men, then you will wind 
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up with heresy on your hands.  You won’t be able to equip that person you trained, to turn around and 
successfully train the next fellow.  When you preach the gospel of grace you have to communicate the 
gospel message in a proper dispensational context.  I’m not talking about when you preach on a street 
corner or at the city mission.  I’m talking about when you are training and teaching believers the details 
of the gospel as Paul was doing here.  Although the doctrine of the kinsman redeemer is an Old 
Testament doctrine, you and I need to study it within the context of its application to us today because of 
the revelation given to Paul.  It is something that God has made available to us today by grace – not by 
covenant, not by birth, but by grace. 
 
So: 
#1 – he is “kin.”  Christ was kin.  This is the doctrine of the incarnation.   
#2 - he must be able to redeem.  
In order to be able, two basic things have to be done: 
 1) The man cannot be compromised by the position of the person he is to redeem.  (Ruth 4:1-2) 
 
Christ was not compromised because he did not have a sinful nature.  The mechanics of the sinless 
nature of Christ is the doctrine we call The Virgin Birth of Christ.  I know you don’t need to be convinced 
of the doctrine of the virgin birth.  But I want you to understand that we are talking here about the basic 
doctrines in “redemption.”  You must understand the incarnation, the unique theanthropic personality of 
the Lord Jesus Christ – that hypostatic union – the God-man.  But you also need to understand the issue 
of the virgin birth of Christ – his impeccability, his sinless nature – the mechanics of producing a sinless 
son of God who is also the son of man, is the virgin birth.  Without the virgin birth there is no 
redemption. 
 
When I was raised in the Methodist church people used to say it did not matter whether or not one 
believed in the virgin birth.  If you don’t worry whether or not you will get to heaven, it won’t matter.  
But if that does matter to you, then this is important to you.  The virgin birth of Christ is basic to 
redemption. 
 
There are three major things to consider: 
1. The Virgin Birth 
2. The Blood shed at Calvary  (the sacrifice) 
3. The Resurrection 
 
That trinity of events has to be maintained in order to have redemption.  There must be one who is not 
compromised by sin in any way.  One who pays the price and demonstrates his ability to do it by himself 
by rising from the dead.  The virgin birth is a miracle I cannot explain to you, but those are the reasons it 
is important. (Romans 5:12) 
 
#3 - The third qualification is that Jesus Christ endured the full penalty for sin – willingly. (Philippians 
2:5-8, Hebrews 10:5-7) 
 
Therefore, under the redemption principle, Christ satisfies the justice of God.  Jesus Christ functioned 
under the justice of God as our redeemer.  Therefore, through faith in his blood, (Rom. 3:25) we have 
absolute, total deliverance. 
 
Don’t forget that verse.  He offers him eternal life through the tree of life.  You ask, “Can a tree give you 
eternal life?”  
 

Romans 3:25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins 

tw://bible.*/?id=8.4.1-8.4.2|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.5.12|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=50.2.5-50.2.8|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=50.2.5-50.2.8|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=58.10.5-58.10.7|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.3.25|_AUTODETECT_|


that are past, through the forbearance of God; (Remission of sins= temperery pardon, 

not cleared away Vs forgiveness of sins by the blood)  

  

We now know that it is the blood of Jesus Christ that forgives all the sins in the past—all the sins under 
the first covenant.  
 
These “sins that are past,” past generations, under the old covenant, God Almighty remitted those sins.  
On what basis?  On the basis of the propitiation, the satisfying sacrifice that Jesus Christ made at Calvary, 
God could forgive those people’s sins.  They did not understand that; God did not tell them.  We now 
know (by the full revelation given us through the Apostle Paul) how God was free to forgive all men’s sins 
in every age.  How?  The basis has always been the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, lost men of 
every age will face the one who had provided salvation for them and they refused.  They didn’t want it. 
 
Through the revelation given to Paul we now understand the doctrine of the blood.  We now understand 
what that blood meant in Genesis 3, Exodus 12 and Leviticus 17; because God has now sent forth His 
Son to be the propitiation, the real blood shredder, that satisfied His justice, and allowed Him in Time 
Past to remit people’s sins, (forgive their sins), on the basis of forbearance, (the extension of time for the 
payment of a debt).  The debt was not paid yet.  The blood of bulls and goats did not take away sin, but 
God knew the blood of Calvary was coming.  So, on the credit of what He knew His Son would do, He 
forgave their sins in Time Past.  Then Christ came and accomplished that fact—made the payment—and 
it became a reality.  God, through Paul, could reveal the fullness of the reality once it was accomplished.  
 
Propitiation has to do with the sacrifice that satisfies.  All those terms are different.  Justification is not 
redemption.  Redemption is not propitiation.  Forgiveness, reconciliation, redemption, propitiation, 
expiation (not found in the Bible) are not synonyms.  They are not describing the same thing.  When 
people confuse those terms, making them all refer to the same thing, you wind up with theological 
confusion.  It is critical that you understand the differences between these words.  Paul uses these terms 
in precise ways to express to us – to place into our understanding – a concept of exactly what it is that 
was done for us by Christ at Calvary.  The result of it all is the justice of God is free to declare us 
righteous and that is a change of our position. 
 
We will study that word “propitiation” closely in a couple of weeks.  That word means the satisfaction of 
justice.  It is what satisfies the justice of God.  Under the redemption principle, Christ has satisfied the 
justice of God for us, in order that we can be declared righteous.  The result of the redemptive work of 
Christ at Calvary: He dies, he pays the price in full.  That payment satisfies the justice of God 
(propitiation).  He is raised again.  (Demonstrates that the price is completely paid)  All of that so that, 
you and I can then be declared on the basis of it, righteous, and God can give unto us the gift of 
righteousness. 
 
Illustration: 
Jesus Christ is kin.  He is born of a woman, made under the law.  But Hebrews 2 says that he took upon 
himself the nature of Abraham’s see.  Who among men is Christ kin to?  Abraham.  There was Abraham 
and that great wall of partition between Abraham and the Gentiles.  So how does he get to be kin to the 
Gentiles also?  That wall of partition had to be broken down.  The kinsman redeemer had to have no sin 
and could not be contaminated by sin.  He also had to have the wherewithal to pay the price and he had 
to be willing.  We will go over those things in the next class.   
 
We will be studying the nature of Christ and the hypostatic union and the theanthropic person.  We will 
study the nature of the impeccability of Christ, the nature of the payment and then, the eternal plan of 
God to do it all.  Instead of following the theology developed by Aquinas and the scholastic scholars, we 
will follow Paul’s design because we will not be missing anything in theology.  When you properly 
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understand the issue of redemption, you have to settle the issue of the virgin birth of Christ, the nature 
of Christ and all the rest.  If he isn’t God, folks, he can’t do the job!  If he is not virgin born, he can’t do 
the job.  If there isn’t a mystery of the dispensation of Grace and the fall of Israel, he wouldn’t do the job 
for you anyway.  It all fits when you understand Paul’s design.  Read THE PERSON OF THE SAVIOUR, 
Part 7, (Pg. 284-323) in Systematic Theology as preparation for an examination later. 
 
We saw that redemption is an Old Testament word and it brings up the issue of the doctrine of the 
kinsman redeemer.  The justice of God has established certain requirements in order for redemption to 
be accomplished.  Those requirements come under what we call the doctrine of the kinsman redeemer 
who is the one to provide the redemption.  We also saw some things about that and we want to now try 
to apply those things to the Lord Jesus Christ and let us see how redemption is in Christ Jesus.   
 
The Lord Jesus Christ met the requirements of justice of God set out in the law.  He functioned as our 
kinsman redeemer.  In other words, he paid the full price – on his own – to get us out of the 
predicament we were in.  That is what Verse 25 is saying. 
 
The word propitiation is the Greek word hilasterion.  Propitiation simply means the means of 
reconciliation.  It is a fully satisfying payment or sacrifice.  Propitiation is that which satisfies the justice of 
God.  God has set forth Christ to be a satisfaction for the justice of God through faith in his blood.  It is 
important to understand that through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ we have total deliverance.  
Under the kinsman redeemer principle Christ has satisfied the justice of God for us, and thus we can be 
declared righteous. 
 
God’s justice is a function of his integrity.  God’s integrity is made up of two of his attributes.  God is 
holy.  Holiness is synonymous with integrity and is made up of righteousness and justice.  God is a trinity. 
God is sovereign. God is love. God is eternal life.  God is righteous.  God is just.  God is omnipresent, 
omniscient, and omnipotent.  God is immutable.  (He doesn’t change)  God has perfect veracity.  (When 
God says something it is true.)  Verily gives us our word veracity.  It is truth.  The attributes of God 
describe his essence. 
 
    

                                   
 
Sovereignty – Love – Eternal Life – Righteousness – Justice – Veracity – Immutability Omniscience – 
Ominpresence - Omnipotence 
 
The essence of omnipotence.  Not limited in time or space or wisdom or power.  All of these things make 
up what we call the essence of the Godhead.  God expresses himself in three persons – one in essence, 
three in personality.  There is the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   
 
The point of contact between God and man is justice.  The justice of God stands guard over all his other 
attributes.  His justice stands there as the guardian of the gate, so to speak, and guards all of his 



essence. Justice is the function of God’s integrity that guards all that he is. Righteousness is the principle 
of his holiness.  What righteousness demands, justice executes or performs.  The point of contact that 
man has with God does not come through God’s sovereignty.  If it was his sovereignty, then you would 
be just a robot.  You would be mindless and without a will of your own.  That would make God out to be 
quite capricious – just willing it be done.  But the point of contact you have with God is not his 
sovereignty, it is his justice.  The right thing has to be done.  God’s justice guards over all of these other 
attributes. 
 
The point of contact is not God’s omnipotence.  If that were so, God would be considered a tyrant.  The 
point of your contact with God is not his love.  Love is very one-sided and is limited to blessing.  Justice 
can bless, but it can also hold accountable.  Love and all those other things function in the balance 
created by God’s holiness, his integrity. 
 
It is important that you understand when we talk about justification that it is justice – it is righteousness.  
Remember that redemption and propitiation has to do with satisfying that function of God’s essence that 
we call justice.  God’s righteousness has been offended.  Therefore, justice functions in a punitive way - 
it demands satisfaction, it defends God’s holiness and his righteousness.   It will not be satisfied until that 
righteousness is satisfied.   Man, who has a minus righteousness is in trouble.  So God the Son satisfies 
the justice of God by going to the cross of Calvary and completely paying the negative debt by dying and 
coming back from the dead.  Therefore you and I can have positive righteousness imputed to us. 
 
When you are dealing with the issue of propitiation, it is about God Almighty’s justice being satisfied.  
Redemption accomplishes propitiation.  The word hilasterion is translated in Hebrews 9 and Luke 18.  See 
Hebrews 9:5. 
 
In Romans 3:25, when it says “faith in his blood” it specifically references the blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ sacrificed at Calvary.  There is a reason it does not say through faith in his “death.”  It is that 
death is not the issue.  Death can occur without it being a sacrifice.  The issue is “a sacrifice.”  The 
reason the word blood is used is that it is a reference to the character of his death.  Good News For 
Modern Man is totally off-base when it takes the word “blood” out and replaces it with the word “death.”  
It is not the same in English and it is not the same in Greek.   Do you remember this verse?  Leviticus 
17:11 
 
Over and over in the Bible we see the word blood used in reference to the character of the 
substitutionary sacrifice for sin.  He died FOR my sins.  Today we get “washed in the blood” by faith. 
 
Propitiation is that which accomplishes reconciliation.  The justice of God is satisfied, therefore, man and 
God can be reconciled.  When the propitiation is accomplished, man and God can come together.  The 
means whereby that satisfication is accomplished is redemption – the blood shed at the cross.  
Redemption is in that blood and propitiation (the satisfaction of God’s justice) is through our faith in that 
blood.  The way you have God’s justice satisfied against you is by putting your faith in what Jesus Christ 
did for you at Calvary.  There is no other way to get it today. 
 
Now, let us look at the issue of the doctrine of redemption under the figure of the kinsman redeemer.  I 
want you to see some very significant things about the nature of the work of Christ at Calvary.  I believe 
that the Apostle Paul is telling us to communicate this under the scriptural term of redemption.  “Kinsman 
redeemer” is a term you will find throughout the Bible.  Have you read the assignment in the theology 
book by Mr. Baker about redemption, propitiation, the nature of the incarnation, etc.?  Be sure to get that 
reading done because it is pertinent to what we will be dealing with in our study. 
 
To review the three basic requirements for a kinsman redeemer: 
 
1. He must be the near kinsman. 
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2. He must be able to redeem. 
3. He must be willing to redeem. 
 
There are two issues under #2 (be able): 
1. He must be uncompromised by the redemption. 
2. He must be able to pay the whole price by himself. 
 
There are several doctrines involved with this: 
 
 The “near kinsman” is the Doctrine of the Incarnation.   
 Being uncompromised by our predicament is the doctrine of the sinless nature of Christ – the 

impeccability of Christ.  (The Doctrine of Impeccability) 
 Being able to pay the whole price is the Doctrine of Expiation. 
 
Those are not words found in the Bible, but they are words you will find in theology.   When you begin to 
study the doctrines in the Bible, it begins to get you involved in all the terms used by theology, but in a 
different context.  That is the reason we are using Paul’s design in Romans to get our doctrine.  When 
Paul takes up a word like propitiation we look at that mercy seat and study it, coming to understand that 
the justice of God is satisfied in that way and what it accomplishes for us.  Biblical study of the word 
redemption brings understanding of the issue of the kinsman redeemer. 
 
Going back into the issue of the kinsman redeemer, now we will study about the things about the nature 
of Christ and the work of Christ in his redemption.  This is how we get into the issue of the virgin birth 
from study of the book of Romans. 
 
Remember that the justice of God requires that our redeemer be our near kinsman.  That brings us to 
the Doctrine of the Incarnation.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the unique person of the universe.  There has 
never been another person like him.  When you read the assignments in that theology book, you read 
about the hypostatic union defined as:  the union of the two natures (God and man) in one person – in 
one personality.   
 
You read about some of the erroneous views about the nature of Christ in the assigned reading in the 
theology book.  But we call Jesus Christ the Theanthropic Person, that is, he is the GOD-MAN, one 
person, two natures – the unique person of the universe.  He is a man: the man, Christ Jesus.  Yet, he is 
God:  Thy throne, O God, is forever, is God the Father speaking to God the Son.   (Hebrews 1:8)  I can’t 
explain that, but I can diagram it for you to help you understand something about it, beginning with our 
drawing of God’s essence.    
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God the Son took on himself the nature of man so that he is both God and man.  He has the essence of 
man:  spirit, soul and body.   He has the essence of God and the essence of man, making him the one 
unique, eternal person.  I made this sound really simple but you should spend some time contemplating 
that because it is something theologians trip over.  The simplicity of faith cuts through all the verbiage 
and goes to the heart of the matter.  Your Saviour is the Eternal God, the Son, who became a man to 
become one with us in our humanity though he was set apart. In the context of being the near kinsman, 
when Jesus Christ became a man he did not automatically become your kinsman redeemer.  

  
Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
same;  [Christ took upon himself human nature.] that through death he might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage. For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; (Hebrews 2:14-16)  There is no 
redemption for angels because Christ does not have the nature of an angel.   Your kinsman redeemer 

could not be an angel or have a mystical appearance – he had to be a real flesh and blood human being 
like you and me but he took on him the seed of Abraham.   
 
When Jesus Christ was born of man, he became a very special part of mankind.  Remember the right 
division of time in TIME PAST, BUT NOW and THE AGES TO COME.   In Time Past humanity was divided 
into two sections – the Circumcision and the Uncircumcision.  For two millennia there was no distinction 
between mankind until at the Tower of Babel, God gave up the nations when he called out one man and 

made of Abraham one great nation.  At that time God erected what is known as the middle wall of 
partition between them. 

 
The Gentiles were the Uncircumcision and God left them to themselves.  It was called the Time of 
Ignorance and during that time God dealt only with the Circumcision – Israel. 
Jesus Christ came as the redeemer for the people of the Circumcision only.  He took on himself the 
nature of Abraham.  He became a part of Abraham’s seed to be Israel’s redeemer. 
Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many. (Matthew 20:28)  Notice he came to redeem “many,” not everybody.  That verse is a problem for 
some people.  That use that verse to support the theory that Christ just died for the “elect”, therefore 
there is “limited redemption.”  But that verse does say it is limited to “many.”  In Matthew 26 we read: 
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For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. (Matthew 
26:28) 
 
He was talking about those folks in TIME PAST, - the special nation of Israel.  He came as their 
redeemer.  That middle wall of partition was in place and kept him apart from the Gentiles – the 
Uncircumcision.  (Matthew 1:21) 
 
Let us look at the type of redemption: (Luke 1:70-75) 
 
Christ’s revelation to Paul – the secret – expands his redemption and his role as a redeemer.  Without 
Paul’s revelation, you would never be able to understand how Israel’s redemption could be accomplished.  
The Mystery is an integral part in the explanation of the purpose of God, even in the Prophetic program.  
That is why as we study Romans 3 that the Mystery provides the completion of progressive revelation 
and explains how all men in every age, past, present and future have their standing before God on the 
basis of the blood Christ shed at Calvary.  
 
He is the “near kinsman,” folks.  Don’t get tripped up by the verses that say he came to be Israel’s 
redeemer.  He did.  But that message has been expanded today so that now he is redeemer for all men.  
Anyone who understands the Apostle Paul’s ministry – the Gospel of the Grace of God committed to Paul 
– has to understand the issue of an unlimited redemption provided by an unlimited redeemer.  The 
message given to Paul was unlimited and unrestricted. 
 
In Romans 3:25, that propitiation, the satisfying of the justice of God, is said to be through faith in his 
blood.  I pointed out to you before, that term does not mean death, as you will read in Good News for 
Modern Man.  It means what it says – blood – a word used to signify a sacrifice.  (Leviticus 17:11) 
 
It is always through faith – in his blood, in his sacrifice, in his payment, in that work that he did at 
Calvary that completely satisfies the justice of God forever.   
 
Propitiation is that complete satisfaction of the justice of God which is ours through the cross work of 
Christ, his complete, total payment. 
 
He functioned as our Redeemer in order to provide us a propitiation and all the benefits that go with it.   
 
Now, that is through faith in his blood.  Look back to Verse 22.  Do you remember that we talked about 
the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ?  
 
Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: 
(Romans 3:22) 
 
It has to do with his faithfulness plus our faith in him.  As a result, when we put our faith and trust in 
Christ, the justice of God is satisfied.   
 
My dear friend, listen.  The justice of God is satisfied only with those who trust in Christ.  We mentioned 
a while ago that the new Bibles change that passage and try to make the propitiation in his blood 
through faith.  They rearrange the words in the passage so that instead of saying that he is set forth and 
put on public display to be the full satisfaction through faith in his blood, it is, “He’s the full satisfaction in 
his blood through faith.”  You can read it, but it doesn’t help you very much the way they rearrange it.  
But right there is exactly the way to translate and the way to understand it.  If you translate it another 
way, you’re going to have to come back and understand it this way.   
 
He is the full satisfaction of God’s justice for every one who trusts in Christ.  People who have not been 
identified with him right there (identified themselves by faith in his work at Calvary), the justice of God is 

tw://bible.*/?id=40.26.28|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.26.28|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.1.21|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.1.70-42.1.75|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.3.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.3.25|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=3.17.11|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.3.22|_AUTODETECT_|


not satisfied with them today and the justice of God is not propitiated or satisfied toward them.  Although 
there is an amnesty temporarily in this age declared where he does not execute that justice against them 
and he does not pour out his wrath against them, and yet his justice is not satisfied toward them.  If it 
were, then he would never be angry with them again.  But, the justice of God is satisfied only with those 
who trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Now, that issue of justification by faith by being “faith in his blood” is coming up here because what Paul 
is going to talk about now as he gets down in Verse 27 and following for two chapters, is going to be 
justification by faith alone.  He is beginning to get into it here.   
 
But, the justification (being declared righteous), is done on the basis of his grace through the redemption 
- all based on his cross work, him being our Redeemer, that producing the propitiation, and so on.   
 
Now, notice the rest of the verse.  “To declare his righteousness” - notice in Verse 26 that he says, “to 
declare at this time his righteousness.”  That will compare with Verse 21,  
 
But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested,  (Romans 3:21) 
 
In other words, that time element.  Do you see how that goes all through the passage?  It’s declared 
now through Paul to declare his righteousness.  Now with this revelation given to Paul, God is declaring, 
he is manifesting, he’s making known something that people in Time Past did not know.  We now know 
something that men in Time Past did not know because it has now been declared.  
 
To declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 
(Romans 3:25) 
 
What does he mean when he says “the remission of sins that are past through the forbearance of God?”  
People have a problem with that.  That word “past” – do you remember that we talked about “Time Past, 
but now and the ages to come?”  That word “past” is a reference to Time Past.  It is not a reference to 
your life before you got saved.  Some people read that and say, “He was a propitiation for my sins that 
are past.  In other words, up to the time I got saved, when I got saved he forgave me all my past sins 
and now I have to keep confessing and working to get my sins forgiven in the future.”   
 
It is not “past” in the believer’s life but it’s “past” in the sense of “before Paul.”  The way you know that is 
Hebrews 9:15.  You see, according to Verse 25, “to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins 
that are past through the forbearance of God,” we now know something that people in Time Past did not 
know.  We know – and you want to write this down – we know how God was righteous in passing over 
sins in Time Past and accepting sacrifices for those sins.   
 
How could God pass over, overlook, and be patient with the sins of the saints in Time Past, and take a 
sacrifice of bulls and goats that could not take away sins?  How was it that he could accept those 
sacrifices for their sins when they really did not take care of them?  We now know, understand, that on 
the basis of what God knew was coming and the work of Christ at Calvary, God could be patient with the 
people in Time Past. 
 
Now the expression, “sins that were past” – Hebrews 9:15 
 
He has shown you the need, the wrath of God, the offended righteousness of God and the resultant 
wrath that is to be poured out upon all men.  Then in Chapter 3, you need to memorize and meditate on 
Verses 21-26, and have them right there in your mind.  At any time you need to be able to quote that 
passage to people and in your preaching.   
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I cannot tell you how often, when I’m preaching, I quote that whole passage.  The reason is that that it 
says, in one long sentence but in one nutshell, the whole of the issue of the Gospel of the Grace of God.  
It’s all there: God’s remedy for sin, the basis of it, through the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ at Calvary, 
the satisfying of the justice of God through the work of Christ on the cross, his burial and his 
resurrection.   The cross work - that’s the whole heart there, the whole issue.   
 
That’s the reason we stopped and went slowly, and talked about the different aspects; what the 
righteousness of God was, what the faith of Christ was, what the issue of justification is, what grace is, 
what redemption is and what the propitiation is.  Those are great words that you need to understand 
because those works communicate to us all that God has done for us at Calvary.  Everything else we’re 
going to learn about later on in the book is based on this passage right here.   
                                                   
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for 
the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; (Romans 3:25) 
 
That word “forbearance” has to do with the extension of time for the payment of a debt.  In other words, 
God was patient with those in Time Past who believed and obeyed his Word because he knew that the 
cross was coming.  Therefore, he was patient with them and he was forbearing and they had the 
remission of their sins.   
 
Now, the term “remission of sins” is found only once in the Pauline epistles.  In Acts 2:38, Peter says, 
“Repent and be baptized for the “remission of sins.”  Hebrews 9:22 says, “Without the shedding of blood 
there is no remission.”   That word is equal to the term “forgiveness.”   
 
In this passage Paul uses in the Greek language a term that is different from the usual word for 
“remission.”  The word here actually means “to pass over” or “pass by” a thing.  What you have here is 
the issue of forgiveness in the sense of passing by.  When Paul talks about forgiveness he doesn’t talk 
about just passing by.  He uses a word that describes the sending away of the sin and you getting 
completely rid of it.   
 
But, in Time Past before the cross of Jesus Christ, there is an issue where the sins of those people were 
not cleared away.  They were remitted and not held against them, yet they were not completely cleared 
out of the way.  (Exodus 34:5-7) 
 
We have discussed verse 25 at considerable length.  The forbearance of God there is simply the 
extension of time for the payment of a debt.  The idea is that God was patient with those who obeyed 
His Word.  Those people who believed His Word obeyed His Word.  God was patient with those people in 
time past.  They obeyed the law.  They offered the sacrifices.  In the gospel accounts there were 
repentance and water baptism for the remission of sins in place of the other, but they obeyed His Word 
and believed Him.  God is patient with those people.  
 
Paul tells us that we now know that were it not for the blood of Christ at the cross, their faith nor 
anything else would have availed for anything.  The issue for them, we now know, wasn't the works that 
they were required to perform, but really, it was Christ:  His blood and their faith in it.   
 
"To declare his righteousness."  Do you see that?  The propitiatory sacrifice of Christ declares God's 
righteousness.  "For the remission of sins that are," what?  “past.”  Then the gospel of grace makes a 
declaration about the remission of sins that are past—through the forbearance of God.   
 
"Through the forbearance of God"—that's the key.  The remission of sins—how?  Through the 
forbearance, the patience, of God.  You see, God passed over the sins in time past.  God was patient to 
put up with the sins of men in time past.  A man in time past sinned, and God patiently put up with that 
man's sin.  God made a provision to cover over that man's sin.  He gave him an animal sacrifice to cover 
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over those sins.  He gave him a tabernacle in which to go.  There's the ark in there, and the law is in that 
ark.  He put a mercy seat on it, and He told that high priest to go in there once a year and offer a 
propitiatory sacrifice, an atonement.  That word, atonement, in the Old Testament is from the Hebrew 
word which means to cover over.  What they do is cover over that law.  There's that box with the law in 
it, the blood is on top, God's presence is above all that, and that blood covers over, and it allows God not 
to execute the judgment of the law there.   
 
All of those ceremonies back there are teaching doctrine.  They are teaching doctrine to the people.  
They are teaching the people that they are sinners, and they have to approach God in God's way, and 
without the shedding of blood there is no remission.  But the issue with that man back there was when 
that man saw his sin, he believed about his sin what God said about his sin.  Do you know what that is?  
That's faith.  Then God said I've made a provision for your sin, and that man brought that provision, 
(sacrifice).  Faith is the source of the works that the man performs, and we now know through Paul that 
God was forbearing.  God was patient to pass over those people's sins.  How could He do that?  He knew 
that Christ was going to come and die.  He was justifying those people, if you want to put it like this, on 
credit.  They had credit card forgiveness.  God passed over their sins knowing that Jesus Christ was going 
to come and completely and totally pay for their sins and take care of them.   
 
The remission of sins was under a system of forbearance.  There were animal sacrifices for remission of 
sins.  When you come to the gospel accounts, there is water baptism for the remission of sins.  There are 
things back there in the lifestyle and the occupation and the deportment of those people that were 
required of them.  All of those provisions that were made back there for the remission of their sins had to 
do with the fact that it was faith that produced those things.   
 
Nobody has ever been justified by God—that is, placed in the benefits of the propitiation Christ made at 
Calvary—and ever been lost, because when you get the benefits of that justification, you are declared 
righteous before God.  There isn't any way a righteous person can ever be unrighteous.  You just get it.  
Those people back there knew absolutely nothing about security, and they believed they could lose it.  
David believed he could lose it.  Those people didn't understand anything about security.  We now, 
having this now-time revelation, can understand what their real situation was.   
 
Hebrews 2 says these people in time past lived all their lifetime in fear of death—under bondage through 
the fear of death.  They had a law that said do this and maintain this lifestyle, and I'll give you that 
blessing of eternal life.  That would be a rough message to live under, wouldn't it?  They believed the 
message, they maintained the lifestyle; but they had that fear that if I die, what's going to happen to 
me?  They had no assurance, because how could they have had assurance?  What were they going to 
have assurance in?  An animal?  A sacrifice that couldn't take away sin anyway?  Why do you and I have 
assurance?  Because we have a fully-satisfying sacrifice.  But they don't know about that sacrifice, so 
there's nothing to give them a basis of assurance, and God doesn't make this information known until 
after the cross.   
 
Go to Leviticus, and I want you to see this issue of remission of sins under the forbearance of God.  
Leviticus 16 is the day of atonement, where they take the scapegoat and the other goat, and the high 
priest takes the blood into the holy of holies, making a propitiation for the nation.  The other goat they 
take out into the wilderness.  Leviticus 17:8-11. 
 
Every time I quote Rom 3:25 what do I do?  I say God set – whom God set forth to be a propitiation – I 
explain it don’t I.  I stop and I say – a propitiation; that is a fully satisfying sacrifice. People get tired of 
hearing me say that, but there are people out there that need it.  Justification; most people know - a lot 
of believers know it, a lot more don’t.  Explain to them those terms.  Teach it to them. 
 
“Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood.”  It isn’t just faith in his birth, or 
faith that he was a good man, but it is faith in his blood – faith in his sacrifice at Calvary.  That is what 
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satisfies the justice of God. 
 
Our terminology is faulty if it implies that something other than exercising faith is necessary in order to 
be saved.  If the terminology that is used in communicating the gospel implies that something other than 
exercising faith is necessary in order to be saved, then the terminology is faulty.  And you have to be 
careful in this particular point.  Romans 4:16 
 

 

 

Romans 3:26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he 
might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.  (Twofold 

declaration by the gospel of the grace of God) 

 

“At this time” that full revelation is given to Paul.  Now we understand that the work is finished; the law 

is abolished; Satan is vanquished.  We know more about it than that.  We know some things that are not 
in the Old Testament about what was happening at the cross.  We know that today God is reconciling 
Jew and Gentile together in one body.  You cannot find that even hinted at in the Old Testament.  Paul’s 
revelation encompasses the completion of progressive revelation along with other information never 
anticipated in Time Past.  That means that through Paul we have the capstone of progressive revelation. 
 
Now, God is making known his righteousness.  God is going to justify men by the righteousness of God.  

It is how God can be “just and the justifier of them that believe. (Verse 26)   
 
The word “just” means righteous.  The word “justified” means to be declared righteous.  In Verses 21 
and 22 Paul is talking about how God is going to justify condemned, ungodly sinners.  So it is not God’s 
attribute of righteousness that is the issue.  The issue is God’s method of justifying sinners.   
 
“Even the righteousness of God” – That is what we need, isn’t it?  We certainly do not need our own 

goodness.  We need the righteousness provided by God Almighty himself.  Verse 10 says, “As it is written 
there is none righteous, no not one.”  There we need the righteousness of God.  Romans 2:6-7. 
 
I want to show you something about justification.  Have you ever heard someone say that justify means 
“just as if I had never sinned?”  That is an inadequate definition of justification.  Justification is not simply 
the non-imputation of sin.  That is forgiveness.  Nor is it merely the removal of the guilt and 
condemnation of sin.  Adam had that.  He didn’t have the wrath of God of him.  He didn’t have the guilt 
of sin.  But he also did not have justification.  Have you ever noticed in Romans 5 how Paul often uses 
the term, “much more?”  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ: (Romans 5:1).  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him. (Romans 5:9).  In other words, there is more involved for us. 
 
Now, the revelation in Romans 3 about that cross work in relation to the sins that are past has to do with 
the fulfillment of progressive revelation, and it is the capstone.  Without the revelation of the Mystery, 
the Prophetic revelation would not be completed.   
 
You see, folks, the thing that unites the two is the cross.  Paul calls this information “the Mystery of the 
Gospel.”  What is the secret of all God’s good news?  Romans 3:25-26 – what was accomplished at 
Calvary.  We now have that full light of revelation and we now see how that cross affects - not just us - 
but how it affects everybody else, too.   That is the revelation given to us today.  That is that now-time 

revelation that affects the past and the future.   
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Don’t come to the position that because we emphasize the issue of the distinction of our message today 
that you therefore think you are totally and completely divorced from everything else God is doing.  
There are some people who have the Body of Christ down yonder and Israel over yonder and “never the 
twain shall meet.”  That isn’t it at all.   
 
My dear friend, the thing is that God has a purpose to restore this planet under his authority through the 
nation Israel.  But, he also has a purpose to reconcile the heavenly places under his authority, under the 
headship of the Lord Jesus Christ, under the head of the same King – one King, the rightful King of the 
universe.  Two instruments to do it: one, a people equipped and prepared to live and be able to function 
on this planet and another species of human beings – you and I as members of the Body of Christ to live 
in the heavenly places and carry on the business of the heavenlies for him out there.  Distinct agencies, 
distinct purposes, but the same basis of it all.   
 
Answer to a question: If what a man standing in Acts 2, looking out into the future knew, had taken 
place, there would have been no Body of Christ.  Therefore, as far as that man knew, the Tribulation 
could have begun with the Millennial Kingdom to follow.  But, we know now something that man did not 
know.  Had Israel repented, as far as that man was concerned and as far as he knew, if he could get that 
nation to repent, this Prophetic Program would be fulfilled.   
 
So, it’s not hypothetical in that sense – it is as far as what that man knew.  But we can now say, “Hey, 
wait a minute.  God in His foreknowledge knew that they were not going to receive him.  Therefore, he 
had a secret plan all along and this was not an afterthought.  We can look back in the Old Testament and 
see now how he had all along planned to pay for men’s sins by the cross.  That’s what Hebrews 10 said.  
So, there’s a shadow of good things to come.  Those things back there were just a shadow of this.  We 
now can look back there and see how they teach about this in order to know how this now fulfills that.  
So, it wasn’t an afterthought on God’s part but as far as the revelation of it is concerned, those people 
didn’t know anything about it. 
 
When you’re saying what a man over here knows as far as he knew what could happen: the Tribulation 
could start because he didn’t know anything about this.  As far as he knew, the Body of Christ couldn’t 
happen.  He never heard of that before.  All he knew about was the Tribulation and Millennium coming. 
 
He says in verse 26, "To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness..."  In other words we now are able 
to know that it was Christ's righteousness that was imputed to those people in time past, just like it is to 
us.  The only thing is that it wasn't yet revealed to them; it is now. 
 
Romans 3:26  To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the 
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 
 
That's the message that Paul preaches, and that's the "now time" revelation that he's given.  We know 
how God is righteous in justifying those who believe.  Notice what he says, "that he might be just, and 
the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus."  God is just.  God doesn't just overlook sin.  He does in time 
past with a reason:  knowing that sin is going to be fully dealt with at the cross. 
 
A lady quoted a verse to me the other Sunday when she asked, "Isn't there something about love 
covering a multitude of sins?"  What she meant by that was:  isn't there a verse in there somewhere that 
says if you love people you let them get away with a lot of things?  No.  There isn't a verse anywhere like 
that, not a verse.  That verse that says "Charity covers a multitude of sins" doesn't mean it's going to let 
you get away with a whole bunch of stuff and never hold you accountable.  Love doesn't do that.  That's 
not what charity is.  God doesn't do that.  Sin is sin, and it has to be dealt with.   
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We now know there are one of two ways to pay for sin:  1.  You can pay for it yourself and burn in hell in 
the lake of fire for eternity.  2.  God can pay for it, and you can trust His payment and get in on that.  
How do you get in Christ?  You get in Christ by faith.   
 
God has dealt with sin. God doesn’t just "forget them."  No, no, no.  Jesus Christ is the propitiation.  
Jesus Christ, through His death at Calvary, fully satisfied the justice of God.  Therefore, God is just; sin is 
dealt with.  The justice of God is satisfied through the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ, and God also can be 
the justifier—declaring righteous those that believe in Jesus.  So that's a wonderful thing to know.   
 
The Gentiles once were far off, and fallen Israel with them; but now he says: "in Christ Jesus ye who 
sometimes were far off are made nigh."  How?  By the blood of Christ.  That's wonderful.  It is to them 
that believe in Jesus.  (Ephesians 2:13) 
 
The issue is justification by faith alone.  Paul is going to demonstrate that expression.  He has come 
down to this point in the passage, and he has shown you in verses 24-25 something that people in time 
past didn't know about the propitiatory sacrifices of Christ that completely satisfies the justice of God.  He 
says that sacrifice of Christ at Calvary didn't just do for us, it does for all men in every age.  It has always 
been the issue with God, and it is the way that God Almighty is going to justify all men.  He says it is 
"him which believeth in Jesus."  The whole issue today is justification by faith alone, and he is going to 
demonstrate that issue of justification by faith alone in what follows here.   
 
What you are dealing with in Romans 3 and right along in here is the very heart, the very core issues of 
the gospel of the grace of God:  How that God, through that satisfying sacrifice of Christ at Calvary has 
completely dealt with sin, and God is, therefore, just.  His justice is happy and satisfied, and His justice 
can declare you righteous.  God's justice can deal with you in a positive, not a negative way when you 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  The issue today is not works.  There is no works program today.  It's 
him that believeth in Jesus. 
 
I have a magazine that came this week, and it says "Faith in Christ is not enough."  That isn't what Paul 
said.  Do you know who said that?  James.  That article is quoting James chapter 2:  Faith, alone, cannot 
save him.  Do you know what that is?  That's a pre-Pauline revelation.  Paul says this now-time revelation 
that I have tells you something they didn't know.  We now know that those people in time past were 
justified by works.  They were never given a message that excluded works.  In time past they were never 
given a message to believe that did not include works for them to perform.  God justified them on the 
basis of their faith, but their faith was inseparable from the works that God told them to do.  Faith is just 
believing what God tells you.  If you believe what God tells you, what are you going to do?  You are 
going to do what He tells you.   
 
Their faith was evidenced by their works.  How is your faith going to be evidenced?  By your lack of 
works.  See chapter 4.  I hope you can get that.  It is not easy to convince people of that.  Do you know 
what people will tell you?  They'll say if you trust Christ, and if you don't produce good works in your life, 
you are not saved.  When is the issue of justification for the believer today ever associated with works?  
Do you know what the evidence in the life of the believer that he is justified today is?  He won't work.  
Don't misunderstand me.  That doesn't mean that as a believer you don't go out and do good works 
which God before ordained that you should walk in them.  But you don't do them to get saved, and you 
don't do them to demonstrate the fact that you are saved.  You do them out of sheer gratitude to God 
because He saved you and for what He did for you.   He put you into a part of His plan, and He has got a 
plan in your life, and He has got a purpose and a program, and He is doing something in your life, and 
you want to get in line with it—not to get justification.  There is a no-works program today.   
 
Listen.  Involved in the gospel of the grace of God at its very center and its very heart, you are going to 
have to decide right now.  Somewhere along in your ministry, you are going to fight the no-works battle.  
The greatest issue in the 20th century is the greatest issue in every age.  It is the issue of the clarity of 
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the gospel of grace.  When you talk about the clarity of the gospel, you are talking about making it clear 
that the payment for sin is what Jesus Christ did at Calvary, and what you do is simply have faith in it—
faith alone.    
 
They call it "easy believism."  Do you want it to be hard-believism?  That issue of “by grace through faith 
plus nothing” is brought up right here.  Paul is going to deal with it here and in the whole of chapter 4.  
He is going to demonstrate it, and he is going to put it before you.  He is going to illustrate it and deal 
with it.  See Romans 4:4. 
 
In other words in verse 26 he is talking about a declaration for the present time.  But it declares 
something about the past, and it also declares something.  What it declares about the present is that God 
is just.  His justice is satisfied.  He is righteous.  Sin is not ignored.  It is completely and totally dealt with 
and put away.  He can deal with our sins justly, and yet can declare us righteous when we believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Justification today is on the exclusive grounds of faith alone in Christ.  Justification today is by grace 
through faith plus nothing.  Faith alone.  Exclusively.  Nothing else.   
 
But then what about people in time past who had a message given to them that included works?  You 
see, no Jewish saint in the Bible ever excluded works from his mind, when he was considering the issue 
of acceptance before God.  Works were involved in his thinking, because the message that he got was a 
message that contained works.  How was that man justified in time past?  Paul says He declares His 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past.  How?  through the forbearance of God.   
 
There is a great deal of misunderstanding, not just about how men are justified today, but there is a 
tremendous amount of misunderstanding about how men are justified in the past.  The reason that 
misunderstanding is there is because people do not have an adequate understanding of the gospel of the 
grace of God given through Paul.  If you understand the details of the gospel of the grace of God 
committed to Paul, one of those details, part of the gospel of grace, is the ability to understand how men 
were justified in time past.  If you don't have a grasp on that, then you don't understand the details of 
Paul's gospel of grace like you ought to.  
 
So I want to emphasize that to you, because I talk to preachers all the time.  I talk to Bible students and 
people that study and preach, and I find a tremendous amount of confusion.  Maybe you're not confused 
about it.  I hope you don't have any problem with it, but I know people do.   
 
There will be people watching this video that have real problems understanding how it is that in time past 
there could have been a message that included works, and today works are excluded.  We now know 
that works have no part.  We now conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.  
How is it that the works could have been included in time past?  What was the basis of their justification?   
 
There are intricate systems that try to divide off things in verses and pit them against each other.  Paul 
says one of the elements of the gospel of grace is an ability to understand how men in time past were 
justified and how it worked.  We now have a revelation from God about the cross that explains all that.    
 
We now understand how God, in his forbearance, could forgive sins in the past.  We now understand that 
God, back there in Time Past, through his forbearance made a provision for men to rest in, but that 
provision back there did not justify them.  It was the blood of Christ that justified them.  God foresaw 
that Christ was coming and had Christ in mind all along.  That is what Paul is saying here in Galatians. 
  
You see, folks, it’s not just any old generation in Israel – it is not Israel in herself – that is going to be the 
blessing to the nations.  It is going to be Israel in Christ.  It is going to be that seed of Abraham who by 
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faith are the children of Abraham.  Multiplied seed, yes, but the multiplied seed in Christ.  That is what 
Peter had in mind in Acts 2.  This is nothing new.   
 
Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, 
saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto you 
first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you 
from his iniquities. (Acts 3:25-26) 
 
He said: Christ is going to bless you, and all the nations of the earth are going to be blessed by you, but 
you have to get the blessing from Christ first.  It is not Israel that’s the issue; it is Christ that is the issue.  
Now, you can be in Christ according to prophecy (Genesis 22:18) or you can be in Christ according to the 
mystery (Ephesians 3:6), but you have to be in Christ.  It is the righteousness of faith, not the 
righteousness of the Law, not the righteousness of works, but it is the righteousness of faith that 
qualifies.  Redeemed Israel (Acts 3) will be the blessing to the world, but they have to be in Christ first.   
 
There is no blessing outside of the Lord Jesus Christ.  You have just got to understand that.  I know you 
know that, and that is what he is dealing with here in the passage.  God foresaw Christ’s coming and he 
planned things accordingly.  My head goes bouncing around on the ceiling when I think about that.  Paul 
is saying:  Hey fellas, God had us in mind when he planned these things.  You don’t have to go back over 
to that Law to perfect you.  The Law had something else to do altogether.  The blessings of the promises 
come to you through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
We are justified freely by his grace through the redemption.  The word “redemption” means, “to deliver 
by completely paying the price”.  
 
In the book of Ephesians, Paul assumes that you have been through Romans.  He assumes that you have 
‘Romans truth’ stored up in your soul and that you understand the issue of “redemption through his 
blood”.  (It would do you well if you would go back through your notes in Romans 3 this week.  Think 
back over what “redemption through his blood” means.)  It has to do with the fact that God has 
completely paid the price and has set you free by paying the price, and the price being the blood of 
Christ.  It refers to the sacrificial nature of his death – our redemption.   
 
To be redeemed means to be set free.  The price has been paid.  We are set free for that propitiatory 
sacrifice – that fully satisfied sacrifice of Christ at Calvary.  That is where we have redemption, and that is 
a wonderful truth.  Ephesians 1:14 
 
Romans 3:25  Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;  
26  To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus. 
 
Today God is not forming a nation to be a kingdom of priests.  God is forming a spiritual body of 
believers to whom He is going to give a new physical body, to become a new kind of humanity, to have a 
new position in the heavenly places, and today the issue hasn’t anything to do with faith and works.  It 
just has to do with faith resting in the work that has already been done by His Son at Calvary.  Today it is 
faith only, and that is all it can be.  God’s attitude toward works is clearly expressed in Romans 4:5.  
Romans 4:5  

 

Romans 3:27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of 
works? Nay: but by the law of faith.  (Works and grace are opposit) 
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My point to you in verse 26 is that he brought up the issue now of it being faith alone, believing.  God 
has done the work, and He'll justify the man that believes.  Where is the boasting then?  I like that 
answer.  It is excluded.  By that verse you want to write down Ephesians 2:8-9.   
 
Ephesians 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God: 
9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
 
Where is the boasting then?  It is excluded.  By what law? by what arrangement? by what method? of 
works?  Nay:  but by the law of faith.  Do you know what faith does?  It doesn't let you boast, brother.  
We are going to see in chapter 4 how Abraham found that out.  It doesn't let you boast in yourself.  Do 
you know what you boast in when you go by faith?  You boast in the cross.  You boast in the Lord.  God 
knows the sorrow.  He knows the evil that results from human pride, and He won't tolerate it in the plan 
of redemption.   
 
Where is the boasting?  That's the tendency of human nature.  Do you know what your tendency is?  To 
boast.  See I Corinthians 1 and let me show you the problem at Corinth.  I have told you before that 
Romans is a standard book.  Corinthians is a book of reproof in regard to the doctrine in Romans.  
Galatians is a book of correction in regard to the doctrine in Romans, and it's interesting in regard to this 
boasting, that at Corinth and Galatia there were people who were having that problem.  They were 
boasting in different things.  The things they boasted in indicate the problem you are going to find in 
those books.  Look at I Corinthians 1:26-31. 
 
Faith and works stand in juxtaposition to one another:  the law of human effort versus the grace of God.  
Works and grace are opposites.  Human effort and the works of the flesh are the opposite of the grace of 
God.  Look at Romans 11:6.  Here's a verse that you need to learn.  Learn how to use this verse.   This is 
one of the clearest definitions of the contrast between works and grace.  This is talking about the election 
of grace.   
 
By the way in Romans 3:27 when he talks about boasting, it is interesting to notice what he has already 
said that the Jews boasted in.  Romans 2:17.   
 
"Of works?"  Does bringing any sacrifice exclude boasting?  No.  "But by the law of faith."  The issue with 
God, the principle with God, the thing that's important with Him is faith.  The issue has always been faith.   
 
Granted, it has not always been faith in the same thing.  Noah had to build an ark.  These guys had to do 
the Levitical system.  It was faith in different things, but the issue has always still been faith.   

 

Romans 3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith 
without the deeds of the law. (Now time revelation say how men all ages justified- great 

dispensational change) (21-28) (He could not have said this if the Dispensation of Grace had not begun)  

He is drawing a conclusion on what he is saying.  That conclusion, that you are justified by faith without 

the deeds of the law, is going to be demonstrated, illustrated, amplified, and explained in what follows 
through the end of chapter four.  Romans 5:1 
 
Those conclusions there are based on the declaration in verses 25 and 26 that allows us to understand 
and to conclude that men were justified by faith without the deeds of the law all along.  That is what Paul 
is saying.   
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He is not just saying that now men are not justified by the deeds of the law, but by faith.  He's saying 
that we now understand that men have always been justified by faith without the deeds of the law.   
 
How is it that that is a possibility?  How is it that the deeds of the law didn't justify?  What Paul is telling 
you is that now with the cross, and with what's been made known about the cross of Christ, and what we 
now understand about it, we can understand how that back in time past God justified men, and what the 
basis was as well as over here in the present.  You have to understand:  we know something now that 
the people in time past didn't know.  What we know is the revelation given to us by God through the 
apostle Paul.  The law worked.  It did its job.  That's what verse 31 is saying.   
 
Therefore we conclude [We now, knowing what we know about the grace gospel] that a man is 
justified by faith without the deeds of the law.  Not that he is now this way, but we now know 
that it has always been this way.   
 

Romans 3:29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the 
Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also:  (Now, because that middle wall of partition has been 

broken down, he is the God of the Gentiles also) (Difference between the ministry of the 12 and Paul indicate they 

are not same) (No more God of Abraham, Issac & Jacob) 

That Jew has lost that boast in God.  He has to share it with the Gentiles now.  The gospel of grace takes 
that boast away from that fellow and puts him on an equal basis.  Romans 2:23 
 
You see, Paul couldn't say that if he was still dealing exclusively with Israel.  If the fall of Israel had not 
taken place prior to this time and the dispensation of grace been introduced, there is no way Paul could 
say that God is a God of the Gentiles just like He is of the Jews.   
 
So when the Acts 28 brethren say that in chapter 3 verses 1-2, that Israel is still having an advantage, 
and they try to make that a dispensational advantage, they forgot to read verse 29, which is dealing with 
dispensational issues as well as doctrinal.  That advantage in Romans 3:1-2 is a historical advantage.  
They had the Word of God historically.  But as far as the way God dispenses His dealings out to man, at 
this time He will give it to a Gentile as quickly as He will to a Jew, and that's a dispensational change.  
You can't say that, if the fall of Israel hadn't taken place, and He was still dealing just with Israel. 
 
In verse 29 when he says, "Is he the God of the Jews only?  is he not also of the Gentiles?" he has 
already told you in verse 9. 
 
I asked you about Verse 29 on your exam, asking what that verse indicates with regard to the 
dispensational change.  “What important dispensational point is made concerning when the Body of 
Christ began by the leveling of Jew and Gentile in Romans 3:29?” 
 
Do you see in that verse above:  [Is he the God of the Jews only? Is he not also the God of the Gentiles?  
In Time Past, Folks, he was not the God of the Gentiles.  Now, because that middle wall of partition has 
been broken down, he is the God of the Gentiles also.  He could not have said Verse 29 if the 
Dispensation of Grace had not begun.  That is an indication that when someone tries to tell you that the 
Dispensation of Grace did not begin until after Acts 28, that they are wrong.  That when they tell you the 
book of Romans does not indicate there is a dispensational difference between the ministry of Christ and 
the twelve, and Paul - that also is not true.  Under Christ’s ministry and the twelve’s ministry the middle 
wall of partition is up.  Now it is broken down.  So there is a dispensational change that has taken place.  
The Dispensation of Grace has been introduced.  
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If he was still dealing exclusively with the nation Israel, he couldn’t say that, could he?  The place where 
the departure comes is always with Paul’s ministry.  None of those verses that I just read to you would 
work in Acts 2.  None of them wait until Acts 28 to be true.  They begin with Paul.  They are truth that 
you learn in Paul’s Acts ministry. 
 
Now folks, the normal condition for the church, the body of Christ in its entirety doesn't arrive until after 
Acts 28.  The diminishing of Israel does not end until Acts 28, but it begins far before.  And God 
introduces a new program – the But Now section.  And he introduces it as the other moves away.  There 
is a true transition moving from one into the other.  It is not an instant change from one to the other.  
Acts 28 marks an ending, not a beginning and that explains the quick abrupt ending to the book of Acts.  
Acts 21:20-25. 
 

Romans 3:30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision 
by faith, and uncircumcision through faith.  

Notice the difference in the expressions in Romans 3:30.  The preposition in "by faith" is the preposition 
ek.  It means out of.  It is a preposition of origin.  Their justification originated in their faith. 
 
The uncircumcision was justified through faith.  The preposition in "through faith" is dia.  It means by 
way of.  Their justification came through the channel of faith.   
 
There is a great deal of discussion as to why those two terms are used.  The circumcision were justified 
by faith, not by the works that they were told to do.  It was not the works that justified them, but their 
faith in what God said to them.  We now understand that.  Remember, in time past they were justified by 
their faith.  Their faith was the source of the works that they did.  A guy comes up and is going to offer 
the sacrifice.  Why does he offer the sacrifice?  God wants him to offer that sacrifice out of faith.  
 
Do you remember Isaiah chapter 1?  He said, “I don't want your sacrifices.  I don't want your holy days.  
What I want is your heart.”  But what were they doing?  They were just doing the rituals.  They were just 
having a good time coming and enjoying the feast days.  He said, “You delight in approaching to me.”  (I 
like that.  That's a great one.)  Isaiah 58:2 says, “you delight in coming to me.  Your happiness is in all of 
that religious ritual that you are doing.  You don't delight in finding me.  You don't have any faith.”  He 
said, “I don't want any of that.”   
 
The origin of their justification was their faith.  They had works to perform.  They were told to perform 
works.  Works were not excluded from the Jewish mind, when it came to their acceptance before God.  
For that Jew, that man in time past, works were not excluded from his mind.  When he thought about his 
acceptance before God, he thought about some things that God had told him to do.  That man did not 
have a message that excluded works.  That man was given a message:  bring a sacrifice.  That man was 
given a message:  “repent and be baptized for the remission of sins.”  Whatever the message was for 
whatever the time was, that man's faith in that message associated works with his acceptance before 
God.   
 
Paul tells us that now, now that all that has been accomplished at Calvary has been made known, we 
now understand that the works never were the issue.  The issue was the faith.  But again, that fellow in 
time past never had a message that excluded the works.  The faith was the source of the works.  His 
works were the expression of his faith.  Just as some of the brethren today tell us that this work is an 
outward expression of that inward faith, that is exactly right; and God justified them on the basis of that 
faith.  You see, it was by the faith.  The source of their justification was their faith. 
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There are works involved in the channel.  That man has works involved in what he does.  But the Gentile 
is said to be justified through faith, that is, by the means or through the channel of faith.  That Gentile 
doesn't do anything, because there is nothing for him to do.  That Gentile doesn't get the message 
through Paul until that message of the cross is completely made known.  Paul goes out, and he says, 
“this is for everybody—you Gentiles too, and there is nothing for any of us to do.” 
 
So there is a significant difference between the expressions "by faith" and "through faith."  It is Paul who 
explains for us in Romans 3 how the saints in time past were justified.  So even the manner of the 
justification of Old Testament saints is explained by Paul.  You will see some more of that in chapter 4.  
You are going to run across people who have constant difficulties and problems with the issue of:  how 
were the Old Testament saints justified?  If you will remember in Romans 3, what you and I now know 
and have the principle of justification by faith clearly established, those people in time past didn't know.  
It is Paul who clearly explains and lays out the details of how they were justified. 
 
Those people in time past were not looking forward in faith, believing what we now believe.  They didn't 
know about it.  In a Jews mind, in an Old Testament man's mind, someone in time past, works were 
never excluded.  He was never given a message that excluded works.  That man's faith, which was the 
source of those works, is what justified him.  The works were given for a specific purpose, but the faith is 
what justified them.  While God was establishing that physical nation of Israel, physical activity was 
required, and therefore included.   
 
That issue will do several things for you.  It will make you to understand why or how it was that those 
men were justified, the basis of it and the means of it.  The basis of it was the blood of Christ.  The 
means was their faith.  It will also speak to the issue of their security in Christ.  We'll talk about this a 
little more in chapter 4.  There are questions about those people back there.  Did they have security?  
Could there be saved and lost?  Can people in the ages-to-come be saved and lost?  And so forth. 
 
"By faith"—these people were justified by their faith which was the source of the action they were told to 
perform.   
 
"And uncircumcision through faith"—faith now, for Gentiles today, is the exclusive issue.  So it's not just 
by faith, it's through the channel of faith.  For the people in time past, it was out of faith.  The word 
there is ek.  It's a preposition of source.  It's out of faith.  The source of their works was faith, and faith 
is what the issue was.  Now, it's not just out of faith, but it's through faith.  It's by way of faith—the 
channel is faith.  God says you can't work now.  Why?  All the work is done.  The work was complete at 
the cross.  It's clearly revealed now.   
 
In time past God told them to offer a blood/animal sacrifice, “and if you do it, I'll forgive your sin.”  
Today, after the cross He says, “hey, there's a sacrifice that will take care of your sin.  Believe on that.”   
 
He also draws the conclusion that all men are justified by faith.  Through the revelation given to Paul in 
the gospel of grace, we now understand that the issue in all men’s justification has been faith.  That is 
what Paul says in Verse 30.  The issue has always been faith whether it has been “by faith,” that is, that 
faith was the source of the action the people in Time Past executed (they had a work to perform but the 
work wasn’t the issue). Their faith was the source of the work.  Now, works are excluded and it is by the 
channel of faith as well as the source of faith.  Both the instrument and the source today are faith. 

 

Romans 3:31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: 
yea, we establish the law.  (Conclution: God’s remedy for sin is propitiatory sacrifice) (The purpose 

of the law was to create faith. Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God Rom 10:17) (There was no 
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merit in the sacrifice) (In OT issue is their faith in what God told them at that time. In grace age the issue is Christ’s 

faith) 

Verse 31 is very important.  "Do we then make void the law through faith?"  In other words we 
understand that men have never been justified by keeping the law, it was their faith that justified them.  
If that's true, do we just make the law worthless?  He said, "God forbid."  No.  We establish the law.  The 
law has done its job, and faith demonstrates that.  What's the law's job?  The law's job is to make the 
knowledge of sin known (Romans 3:19-20).  By the law is the knowledge of sin.  What you do is establish 
the fact that the law is just, and it's good, because it shows us that we are no good, and it shows us that 
faith is the only way.  So the law did its job, and faith demonstrates that.  Galatians 3:19-26 
 

Paul is establishing the fact that because of this revelation that he has been given, now the righteousness 
of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets.  We understand 
something now with the revelation of the gospel of grace, that men before never clearly understood.  
Paul is explaining something in the passage here about what the gospel of grace gives you an ability to 
do with relation, not just to the present, but to the past.   
 
The gospel of grace gives us the ability to understand how people in time past were justified before God.  

When he says, "Therefore we conclude," he is literally saying that we now conclude, based on the gospel 
of the grace of God and the details of it that were just given to you.  I hope that by now you appreciate 
the details of God's remedy for sin through the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ at Calvary.  I hope that you 
have a real appreciation for all that God has done for you through the shedding of the blood of Jesus 
Christ at Calvary on your behalf.  I hope you understand that the basis of everything that God has ever 
been able to do for any man—that he has done for you—all comes through that cross work.  It all comes 
through what He did at Calvary when Jesus Christ was a propitiatory sacrifice.  He was a fully-satisfying 

sacrifice, and the justice of God was completely and totally satisfied.  Therefore, you can be justified.  
The righteousness of God—that's what you need—is given to you.  It's that righteousness of God that 
comes upon all them that believe, and it comes on us through what Christ does for us at Calvary—that 
blood that He shed, that sacrifice that He made there.  So what you have in Romans 3:21-26 is God's 
remedy for sin through the sacrifice of Christ, that propitiatory sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ on our 
behalf.   
 

Verses 25 and 26 indicate that when God set Christ forth to be a propitiation, that that setting forth 
declared something.  Notice the twofold declaration that is made by the gospel of the grace of God.  I 
say again, the grace gospel given to Paul allows us to understand some things about the past, as well as 
right now, and how God is dealing in both situations.  We can understand, because of the revelation 
given to Paul, how men in time past were justified as well as us today.   
 
The law worked to produce faith in the provision that God had made for people.  Therefore, it established 

faith as the means of justification.  Faith establishes the law.  The law did its job.  The law was for the 
purpose of creating faith in people.  It revealed their sin, and then there was provision for the sinner in 
the law.  When the man heard the law and believed what the law said about his sin and believed what 
God said about the provision God had made, the law produced faith in God's Word—in what God said.   
 
The issue in verses 27-31 is simply the fact that we can now understand that faith has always been the 
issue.  Please understand that.  In time past faith has always been the issue with God.  We can 

understand how faith worked under the Old Testament.  It is the issue back there.  There are works 
involved.  Faith was the source of the works.  Faith always approaches God the way that God says to 
come.  These people had a message back here that told them certain things.  When they believed that 
message, they came the way God said.  Over here on this side of the cross, now in the dispensation of 
grace, faith is exclusively the issue today.  Faith was not exclusively the issue back there.  Faith is the 
exclusive issue over here, today, but now.  God originally designed faith to be the issue all along.  That's 
why he says in Romans 2:16. 
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In other words, faith establishes the law.  It makes valid the reason the law was given.  The law was 
given, and it worked to establish faith in people.  The deeds of the law, the mechanism, all of that 
elaborate sacrificial system, all of those codes that said this is sin and do this and don't do that—it 
worked to establish faith in people.  The idea is that it wasn't designed for them to be saved by those 
works, but rather it was designed to point out their sin.  By the law is the knowledge of sin.  “There's 
your sin,” and then it says, “here's the provision for your sin.”  The law was designed to make a man 
believe that he was a sinner.   
 
How are you going to believe you are a sinner?  Where there is no law, there's no sin.  You compare 
yourself with each other and say, “I'm pretty good.”  But when you've got God's standard.  Do you know 
what you do when you witness to somebody?  You have to tell them they are a sinner and make them 
believe they are a sinner.   
 
The other night I was in Ohio at a meeting, and there were a whole bunch of Roman Catholics there.  I 
was dealing with them and got a chance to preach the gospel to them and eat cake with them and talk 
with them.   Every time with every one of them, it came down to they didn't believe they were sinners.  I 
spoke to a little old lady, almost 80 years old.  She said we have to do good works.  I said, “Lady, you 
have to find out and believe what God believes about you.  That is, that you can't do any good works.”  
That offended her.  She got all upset.  But you are never going to trust Christ as long as you are trusting 
yourself.   
 
Do you know what the law says?  “Believe that you are a sinner.”  Do you see how it generates faith?  Do 
you get the idea?  Then it says, “here's the provision for your sin.  You're a sinner.  Ooh.  But I have a 
provision.”  It was an animal sacrifice—for forgiveness.  The guy is not being justified by the deeds of the 
law.  The law establishes faith in people, and by so doing makes the issue not their works, but the faith.   
 
So when Paul comes along, and he says we now see that faith has always been the issue, somebody says 
that just does away with the law then, doesn't it?  No.  No.  The law back there was for the purpose of 
establishing faith in people—people approaching God in God's way.  To me, that's wonderful—to have 
this understanding that the grace of God gives us, even about people back there.   
 
When he says, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” and it's the baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins, that's no different than the sacrifices back here.  That's an added proviso placed 
upon it.  The issue would be faith.   
 
We'll talk about this more when we get to Abraham, but no physical reward is ever gained without a 
physical initiative.  Before the cross if these people are going to have a physical reward like no famine, no 
plague, healing in the land, there has to be a physical initiative.  If Israel is to bring in her kingdom and 
have that physical reward, there has to be that physical initiative, hence the water baptism.  That's the 
preparation of the priesthood to function in the kingdom.  But the issue is still faith.  How do you know 
that?  Romans 3.   
 
Now we can look back and see how men were justified in time past on the basis of what God was going 
to accomplish by the propitiation of Christ at Calvary, and that's part of the gospel of the grace of God, 
too.   
 
What we have done so far is we've gotten the issue of condemnation, and then we've gotten the issue in 
chapter 3 of God's provision through the cross of Christ to take care of sin.  We're going to go on in 
chapter 4 and pick up the issue of faith.  Faith is always the issue, and he is going to demonstrate some 
things in regard to our status today because of that. 
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The purpose of the law was to create faith in people’s hearts.  You cannot have faith without God’s Word.  
“Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God.”  (Romans 10:17)  You have to have a 
message from God in order to have faith.  There is no other way.  The law was given so men would have 
faith, not so that men would go out and be saved by offering a sacrifice.  There was no merit in the 
sacrifice.  It was so that they could have faith and by faith come to God in God’s way. 
 
These conclusions that he draws after setting forth God’s remedy for sin in the propitiatory sacrifice of 
Christ are “now time” conclusions that explain how men in all ages have been justified by the blood of 
Christ and the issue has always been faith.  Paul was given the capstone of progressive revelation.  
Without Paul’s revelation you would not understand how people in Time Past, in the prophetic program, 
were justified or on what basis.  We now have that. 
 
What does faith do?  It establishes the law.  If you get the proper instruction out of the law, it establishes 
the issue of faith.  You have to take God at His Word, and go on the basis of God's Word to you.  But if 
you don't get the right instruction, and take that law, and make it a system whereby you are going to 
attain righteousness—that is what Israel did—they missed it.  Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness.  In other words, the law would send you to the Savior.  If you get the proper instruction 
out of the law, it brings you to Christ.  It brings you to the Savior, that you might be justified by faith; 
and that is what Israel missed back there in Romans 9:31 and 32.  They didn't seek the righteousness of 
God by faith; they turned aside from God's righteousness, and went out to try to establish their own 
righteousness by producing works that they thought they could give to God and He would accept.    
 
Now notice the next verse.  Let me ask you this.  If you come to the end of something, and you reach 
the goal that you are shooting for, what has happened?  You have come to the termination, haven't you?  
Okay, the word end can be used in the sense of the goal that you are seeking for, but it also can mean 
the termination and Christ is the goal of the law, but he is also the termination of the law.  Verse 25.  
Galatians 3:25  

 

 

Romans: 4 

One thing the gospel of grace does is explain to us that the messages that men heard in Time Past were 
not always the same, but the issue was always the same – faith – approaching God in his prescribed way.  
That has always been the issue.  The messages differed but the gospel of the grace of God declares to us 
that this issue before God was always the same – faith.  In Chapter 4 Paul will begin with Abraham to 
demonstrate to the Jew that faith has always been the issue. 
 
In the first eleven verses of Romans 5, Paul is continuing with the details of the Gospel of Grace - not 
beginning something new, but rather continuing something he has been dealing with in Chapters 3:21 
through the end of Chapter 4, and that is the basic issue of justification.  He is giving some concluding 
issues of justification.  You will remember how we saw in Chapter 1 and 2 and the first part of Chapter 3 
that Paul gave the details of condemnation and demonstrated God’s demand that we have absolute, 
perfect righteousness, which of course we do not have.  Therefore, Paul begins with the issue of 
Justification in Chapter 3 and the propitiatory work of Christ at Calvary – his sacrifice that completely 
satisfies the justice of God and allows God’s justice to impute to us his righteousness.  So there is the 
issue of Justification and the issue of Eternal Life in Chapter 4. 
 
Chapter 4: works versus faith; law versus grace; eternal life, etc.  You have all these doctrinal areas that 
you want to be sure you’re thinking about. 
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Abraham Justified by Faith 

Chap 4: Issue of Eternal Life  

Chap 5 Issue of eternal security 

Illustration 

Abraham believed a message of grace. 

Abraham believed in a God who could give eternal life.   

Romans 4:1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as 
pertaining to the flesh, hath found?  (Paul is dealing with in this passage – justification by 

faith) 

Remembering that Romans, Chapter 4 is closely connected with what Paul has just told you in Chapter 3.  
That word “then” refers to what he just said in Chapter 3.  In other words, In light of what I just said, 
what is the situation with Abraham? 
 
Going back to Chapter 3, Verse 28, Paul draws the conclusion about the doctrine he has presented 
previous to that: Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. [Is 
he] the God of the Jews only? [is he] not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: Seeing [it is] one 
God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith. (Romans 3:28-30).  
Verse 28 and 29 there are very important because those two verses indicate both a revelation about 
justification that is a “now time” revelation given to Paul about how all men, in every age, have been 
justified, and also about a tremendous dispensation change that has now taken place with Paul’s 
ministry. 
 

Paul says, based on that, what shall we say then about Abraham?  What we’ve learned – that the deeds 
of the law will justify a man.  What did Abraham learn about the flesh?  This is important. Now Paul is 
going to do more than illustrate what he has already said. 
 
There are two tremendous issues in Romans 4 about justification by faith that you must grasp.  I want 
you to concentrate a bit on the issue of Abraham and what he learns about the flesh. 
What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? (Romans 

4:1).  There are two ways to read that verse:  You could say:  What has Abraham our father 
according to the flesh (us Israelites) found?  Or you could say:  What has Abraham our father 
found out about the flesh?  Either way you read it the end result is the same, which is that 
Abraham found out something about the flesh that is critical to what Paul is dealing with in this 
passage – justification by faith. 
 
We found out in the last lesson just what it was that Abraham found out about the flesh.  We saw that 

Abraham sought to fulfill the promises of God in the energy of his own flesh and that God rejected his 
efforts.  We saw that he learned God’s attitude toward the works of his flesh.  That was taught sort of as 
an aside to the issue in this passage, but it is a very important side issue.  You need to understand that 
circumcision means death to what your flesh can produce, or “the works of the flesh,” and that 
circumcision is a sign that “we are a people produced by God.” 
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Coming to Chapter 4 now, we need to pay attention to that word, “then.”  “What shall we say then…”  
Paul is going to add more details to the Gospel of God.  In Chapter 3, Verse 21 and following, we have 
already seen the issue of God’s remedy for sin through the propitiatory sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Jesus Christ is the satisfaction of the justice of God forever.  The revelation given to Paul in Verse 25 and 
26 is a two-fold declaration.  In Verse 25 it declares his righteousness for the remission of sins that are 
past through the forbearance of God. That is, the revelation that we have now about all that was 
accomplished at Calvary explains and declares that men in time past were justified through the 
forbearance of God – God knowing that Calvary was going to come.  He set up a means – a provision – 
for men to have their sins forgiven giving them right standing with him.  Men by faith believe what God 
said about the provision his forbearance made to take care of their sins; God honored their faith and 
justified them knowing that Calvary was coming.  Now we understand since the work has been 
accomplished (Verse 26) how he can now accomplish the justification.  So we know how men in time 
past and men now are justified and we know the issue has always been faith.  (Romans 1:17) 
 

 

Romans 4:2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to 
glory; but not before God.  

The “works” there are the works of the flesh – works that originate in the flesh.  What he found out 
about the flesh is that if what you can generate in your own energy (what you can produce to please 
God) would give you something to boast about, but not before God.  God will not accept the works of the 
flesh.  Abraham learned that the works of his flesh (what he could produce in the energy of his flesh) 
was not acceptable to God.  He could boast in it, but not to God because God did not accept it.  This is 
tremendously important as it relates to all that follows. 
 
We talked about that last week.  If Abraham were justified by the works of his flesh, he could then say, 
Oh, look at my boy and what he is doing!   But God would say he was not interested in that. 

 

Romans 4:3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it 
was counted unto him for righteousness.  (He believed in the LORD; and he counted it to 

him for righteousness. Genesis 15:6 by faith alone X James 2:21 faith + work) (Abraham was an uncircumcised 

Gentile when God justified him in Genesis 15.6) (There is no salvation for anyone outside of Abraham!) (Abraham 

have a dual fathership) (Gal 3:8 Foreseeing that God would justify the heathen) 

In Romans 4 we read that man is justified by faith without works, (Abraham).  In James 2 we see the 
contrast of man not being justified by faith only, but by faith and works, (illustration of Abraham).  When 
you study the details in the passage, you notice Romans 4 is a reference to Genesis 15; and James 2 is a 
reference to Genesis 22.  Both use Abraham.  The doctrine of progressive revelation takes you to James 
to let you understand why it is a progressive type of thing.  You can apply all these methodologies to it, 
but what you see immediately is the contrast.  The answer is James 1:1 where you see that James is 
written to the twelve tribes of Israel.  Romans is written to the Gentiles, (Romans 11:13).  Those are two 
different programs.  You see that by comparing and contrasting. 
 
It was “counted” (imputed, reckoned) to him for righteousness. Justification is a court room term.  In 
Theology books they call it “forensic righteousness.”  That is a legal righteousness.  It is the ability to 
stand before the justice bar of God and have the righteous Jude of the Universe say, “You are righteous” 
– not just that you are not guilty, but that you are righteous.   
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Let’s recall the story about Abraham for a minute and look at something he learned about what his flesh 
could do (Genesis 12:1-4). 
 
Abraham demonstrates that it is by works of faith not the works of the flesh that justification comes.  
Paul is going to build upon that issue later in the chapter to demonstrate how all men are justified, 
whether they are circumcised or uncircumcised, just like Abraham was.  That is how Abraham is the 
“father of all them that believe.”   
 
What I want you to get from this lesson is that your flesh is not going to do anything that God will 
accept.  Abraham learned that all the effort he put in to trying to help out God was not acceptable to 
God.  Do what you do because God tells you to do it.  That is “the works of faith.” 
 
The issue in circumcision you should get from this lesson is that, what God was saying and Abraham was 
announcing in his situation – that this nation was not produced by Abraham and Sarah, or Isaac or Jacob.  
It was produced as a result of faith in God.  They are a nation with God near to them.  God builds up that 
wall of circumcision that makes a difference between the nations operating in the works of their flesh and 
Abraham and his descendants who were to walk by faith in the word God gave them. 
 
Most of the time you hear Romans 4 taught as though Abraham was introduced into the issue here 
simply because he is an example of justification by faith.  One after another of the commentaries on the 
shelf in my study tell you that Abraham and David are introduced because they are the two great figures 
in Israel.  Abraham is the great example of justification by faith and that is why he is there in that verse.  
He is not just an example of that.  There is far more to it than that.  The people that do that only scratch 
the service because Abraham is not really a typical example of how God justifies people.  The way you 
know that is to compare Romans 4:3 with James 2:21-24. 
 
Now that is a reference to Genesis 15.  You have to understand what is going on back there.  Abraham is 
called out of Ur of the Chaldees in Genesis 12.  God made the covenant with him in Chapter 12 and again 
in Chapter 13, 15 and 17, and again in Chapter 22.  When Abraham left Ur of the Chaldees he left by 
faith.  (Hebrews 11:8) 
 
Did Abraham leave by faith in Genesis 12?  Sure he did.  Then was he justified by faith?  Did God wait 
until Genesis 15 to impute righteousness to him?  There is something about Romans 4:3 that no one ever 
talks about.  They say, Abraham was saved by faith without works.  Are they trying to tell me that 
Abraham does not get justified until Genesis 15 after God called the man out and the man obeyed by 
faith, and God made a covenant with him, confirmed that covenant and re-established it, and he is still 
an unjustified, hell-bound sinner?  What kind of a God do you think we worship?  Certainly Abraham was 
justified by faith when he obeyed God.  But it is not revealed in the record of God’s word until Genesis 
15:6.  Question:  Why?  What does Genesis 15 have to do with the Body of Christ?  There is something 
special there and it has to do with you.  There are at least two fantastic reasons why God waited until 
this point to explain in the record that Abraham was really justified by grace through faith, like all men 
have been. 
 
Abraham heard a message to go out into a land that he is to inherit and he obeyed.  He left.  He got up 
and left. That is working.  Was Abraham our father justified by faith alone?  By faith and works, he got 
up and left.  Genesis 12 is therefore not an illustration of how you get justified.  That is an illustration of 
how James 2 works but not how you work.  
 
In Genesis 13 God tells Abraham to get up and walk in the land and Abraham got up and walked around 
that land.  
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But in Genesis 15, all of a sudden Abraham is given a message that does not tell him to do anything.  He 
came to the end of himself, saying, Lord, I’m childless.  Who will my heir be?  I can’t do it myself.  That 
is when God said he would do it for him and Abraham believed what God told him.  This is the place 
where Abraham heard a message of grace, with no works involved in it.  He believed what God said.  He 
heard the message, he believed what God said and God counted that to him for righteousness.  That is 
why Paul says what he does in Verses 4 and 5 in our passage.  Abraham’s justification was very similar to 
ours.  He had faith in a message of grace which makes his justification quite unique among people in the 
bible.  There is a whole period of the law – the law is added to the promise given to Israel – and the 
Gentiles are without that promise.  Paul skips over that period of the law and goes right back to the 
example in Genesis 15 of Abraham’s justification by faith.  That is unique in that it fits Abraham and it fits 
us. 
 

 

Romans 4:4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of 
grace, but of debt. (There is a no-works program today)(Titus 3.5) 

When you get your paycheck at the end of the week, it is not a gift.  That was a debt being paid.  
Someday in your ministry you are going to try to show someone that grace is the absence of works.  You 
will need a verse to do that: Romans 11:5-6. 
 
If you work, brother, if you are just trying to pay the debt off, do you know how long you are going to 
work?  It isn't ever going to end.   
 
In Verse 3, did Abraham work?  No.  Then what was the manner of his justification in Verse 3?  Works or 
Grace?  Abraham was justified by hearing a message from God that required no works. – a message of 
grace.   He believed that message of grace and it was counted to him for righteousness.  Abraham’s 
justification is very similar in its mechanics to your justification and that is why Paul brings it up in this 
passage.   
 
Verses 4 and 5 refer to Abraham because he was justified by hearing a message of grace.   Abraham’s 
justification in Genesis 15 is very much like your justification is explained to be in Romans Chapter 3.  He 
is an example of our justification by faith – not of everybody’s, but of ours. 
 
Romans 4:4 – “Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.”  If that 
reward and inheritance is based on works that you do, is it reckoned of grace?  No! 
 
Now there are two extremes that come out of this.  Because some people cannot see how to square the 
issue of the reward with grace, they think salvation is by grace, but your walk is by the law.  You have to 
perform and work now.  You get saved by grace, but now we put you under a performance system so 
you can gain the reward and not loose it. 
 
But, we have been studying clearly that the Christian walk is not by the law, but it continues to be by 
grace.  Somebody says, “Well, we know that won’t work.  Therefore, if it is of grace, then there can’t be 
a reward.”  Well, if that is right, what do all of these verses mean?  (Colossians 3:24, 2 Timothy 2, 
Romans 8, Ephesians 6:6, 2 Timothy 1)  What are those verses talking about?  What are you getting in 
the ages to come? 
 
I will give you the answer concerning how that reward can be given to you on the basis of grace and not 
works.  The answer is in 1 Corinthians 15:9-10, Galatians 2:20, and Philippians 2:12-13. 
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Romans 4:5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.  (Justification is 

more than the non-imputation of sin.  Justification is the positive imputation of righteousness and the giving to us of 

a status where all of our obligations are completely met.) (Justification is redemption + forgiveness of sins + 

reconciliation + propitiation + expiation + identification etc) (Our justification is the result of the death of Christ for 

our sins and his resurrection)  

Once God required faith that worked.  Now He says I want faith that doesn't work.  Once it wasn't clear 
that the all-sufficient sacrifice for sin was what Christ did at Calvary.  Therefore, God gave them 
messages about salvation and a message to believe that required works:  sacrificing, water baptism for 

remission of sins, doing this, doing that, etc.   
 
Now that the issue of what Christ did at Calvary has been clearly made known, God won't accept 
anything that clouds over that.  God doesn't want anything to cast a bad reflection or a shadow that 
might seem to say that cross work isn't sufficient.  So he says:  nothing else.   
 
When I was a kid, before I got saved I spent months trying to figure out what you had to do to believe.  

I was raised in a religion that told me to do something.  Do, do, do, do.  I never heard that verse in Titus 
3:5 that said "not by works of righteousness which we have done."  I never knew that verse was in the 
Bible.   
 
Romans 4:5 says "to him that worketh not, but believeth."  Then there's something about faith.  Write 
down by that verse:  Faith is not a work.  Faith is a non-meritorious system of perception.  There are 
three ways of knowing something, and faith is the one that you have to go on.   

 
That's important.  That's your message.  The message is:  by grace through faith plus nothing.  It's got 
to be that way.  Be sure that is your message when you preach.  Be sure that when you give out a 
gospel tract, it gives a clear gospel message.  It doesn't tell somebody to make Jesus Lord of their life.  
That's a good message for saved people, but you don't give that to an unsaved man.  Be sure it doesn't 
tell them to repent or turn from their sins.  That's a good message for saved people, but be honest.  You 
haven't completely done that yet, have you?  Imagine! telling a poor, unsaved man that he's got to turn 

from his sin and repent to get saved.  God doesn't say to clean up and leave your sins over yonder and 
come to Me.  Do you know what He says?  Just as I am, without one plea.  That's it.  God will save you 
in your sin, from your sins.  Look at the parallel, the contrasts, the building: Romans 5:6. 
 
Those two verses are great verses to show the difference between faith and works.  If you work, the 
reward is reckoned not of grace but of debt (you owed it.)  But to him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him . . . do you see how those are put in juxtaposition to what another?  Not working – but believing.  
They are opposites:  works and grace are exact opposites. 
 
Abraham demonstrates that justification has always been on the basis of faith.  We can appreciate 
Abraham’s justification now, especially in view of Paul’s presentation back in Chapter 3 of what 
justification really is. 
 

Now look here, if faith is a work, that verse cannot mean a thing.  Somebody said:  “But he is talking 
about the works of the law.” Well, Romans 3:31 says:  “Do we then make void the law through faith?  
God forbid.”   The works of the law do not void faith.  Folks, Romans 4:5 says: “to him that worketh not, 
but believeth.”  If you don't work, but believe, do you see that believing is not work?  Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
Romans 4:5  But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness. 
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Peter saw the blood of Christ as an issue:  that you didn’t simply put your faith in it, but you became a 
part of a believing remnant of people identified together through the door of water baptism in order to 
receive the application at the Day of Atonement.  That is the third contrast.  Peter sees the application as 
future.   
 
On the other hand Paul sees it differently.  Romans 5:11 

 

Romans 4:6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, 
unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, (David was required by 

God under that law to perform) (Nathan told him that he was forgiven) (Chap 3:25 – God has declared his 

righteousness for the remission of sins that are past through the forearance of God) (Works and GRACE are exact 

opposites) (GRACE and FAITH go together) (Faith= believing what he is told) (Faith is not a work) (There is no 

merit in faith or in sacrifice) (Total forgiveness is a basic truth of grace) 

Why would Paul bring up David in that passage?  David is certainly not an example of righteousness 
imputed without works – except as you understand the gospel of the grace of God.  David lived under the 
law and was required by God under that law to perform certain activities to gain righteousness and to 
have a right standing before God.  The Law says, “They that do them shall live in them.  This is your 
righteousness, that ye do these things.”  How is it then, that David, living under the law, could be an 
example or a man to whom God imputes righteousness without works?  That seems like a contradiction 
but it is not if you have understood what he said in Chapter 3. 
 
Again, Paul is building.  He is building blocks, laying one foundation then another, and another.  He is 
adding details now about the gospel of grace he has been proclaiming as revealed to him.  These details 
that we have already learned in Chapter 3:25 – how God has declared his righteousness for the remission 
of sins that are past through the forbearance of God – we understand.  The Gospel of Grace explains to 
us how through the provision that God made in Time Past, (to pass over sin by his forbearance – to cover 
over, atone for sin, until the cross came) when a man put his faith in the provision that God made for 
him, he could be forgiven of his sins through faith.  His faith in the provision was the issue.   
 
Faith does not make void the law, but the law establishes faith.  The law was given – not to justify the 
man because works were not going to do it, the cross was going to do that – but the law is given to give 
man a message to believe so that he would be able to have faith.  The law was given in essence to 
establish faith, to create faith, to give a man something to believe; a message to believe and God honors 
the man’s faith.  We are now able to understand that.  I trust you do. 
 
What Paul is doing here is to pick out David because he has a quotation from David.  But he is not 
focusing on David as an example of justification by faith without works. (Romans 4:6) 
 
David did not understand how it came about; he did not understand the Gospel of Grace, but he did 
know something about the joy of the forgiveness of sins.  That word, “blessedness” means “happy.”  
Come back to Genesis 30 and let me show you how to do something.  If you think your bible is has hard 

to understand, “archaic” words, etc., do you know that one of the easiest ways to find out what a words 
means is to look for another verse that defines it?  I have a list in my bible of two or three pages where 
over the years I have written down words that are defined for you in verses.   
 
The word “let” for example, when it is used to mean “hinder” is defined for you in three verses in the 
bible that define the word in that way so that you cannot misunderstand what it means.  If you read your 
bible rather than commentaries or critiques and just keep reading, someday you will have answers to 

your questions.  There are about 30 things written down in the back of my bible I am still waiting for 
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answers to, but I know there is a verse in that book somewhere that will help my understanding 
someday.  This is “believing bible study.”  Come to that book in prayer, asking that GOD show you and 
don’t worry about commentaries.  Here is an example for the word “blessedness.”  (Genesis 30:13) 
 
There are two important issues that are dealt with in Verses 6-8 that necessarily affect, doctrinally and 
categorically, the thoughts that he expresses in Romans 4.  We talked last week about the fact that Paul 
brings up David in Verse 6 after having described Abraham’s justification by faith alone in Verses 1-4 
where he does not work but just believes.  
 
The question arises: why did Paul bring up David and say what he does about him in Verse 6?  David 
describes the joy and the happiness of a man to whom God imputes righteousness without works; he 
quotes Psalm 32.  How is it that David can be an example of a man to whom God imputes righteousness 
without works when David didn’t know all about that.  David is not an example of righteousness imputed 
without works in the Old Testament.  He lived under the Law, under a works program.  How is it that he 
can be that example?  The reason is that is not the issue.  It is the blessedness that he is describing.   
 
But David was a man to whom God imputed righteousness on the basis of faith. We understand that, 
though, as we understand what was going on in Chapter 3.  A lot of people come into Romans 4 without 
going through Romans 3:21-31.  They do not understand the basic issues of the Gospel of Grace.  They 
don’t understand how the Grace Gospel explains the issues of justification in Time Past.  Therefore, they 
come into Chapter 4 and say, “Well, see?  Those people back there were justified just like we are in every 
way, and that they knew they were justified like we are.” 
 
Those people in Time Past did not receive a message from God that excluded works. The message that 
David got from God included works. That Old Testament Jew never disassociated works from his 
acceptance with God, but we now understand and we can now see how that faith has always been the 
issue with God.  Not the works, but faith.  The Gospel of Grace committed to Paul in Chapter 3 
establishes faith.  We can see how faith worked under the Law in Time Past, and we can see also that it 
is exclusively the issue today.  You have to get Romans 3:25-26 and what Paul says about the Gospel of 
Grace. 
 
There is a two-fold declaration in the Gospel of Grace committed to Paul:   
 
1. He declares his righteousness for sins that are past through the forbearance of God.  God forgave all 
those sins in Time Past on the basis of his forbearance.   
2. He also declares the “Now Time” situation - how he is now just and the justifier of them that believeth 
in Jesus.  
 
What you have there in Chapter 3, Verse 25, is the explanation of how God, in Time Past, could remit 
their sins.  He could pass over their sins knowing that Christ was coming.  He set up a system of 
forbearance, and those who approach God in faith - in his way - rely on the provision that he made for 
the remission of their sins.  Those people were justified.  We now know they were justified, but they did 
not understand that.  We now know that it was legitimate for God to impute his righteousness to them 
because he knew the cross was coming, and he knew what was going to be accomplished.  Those people 
did not have that information.  They had a different system. 
 
David describes the joy that a man has when his iniquities are forgiven, when he knows that God will not 
impute sin to him.  That’s the issue of absolute, total forgiveness.  (We talked about that last time.)  The 
basic truth of Grace is that Christ has done everything for us and that there is absolute, complete, total 
forgiveness.  Folks, I entered into a little excursion about that issue because you have to be properly 
oriented to Grace in all of its ramifications.  We are going to get more involved in it as we go through 
Romans.  We work under the principle of Grace, not under the Law principle.  
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Walking in the spirit is not having God the Holy Spirit come down and take control, and give me a good 
shake and tickle my spine and make me shout, “Glory to God!  Hallelujah!” and all that kind of stuff.  
That isn’t walking in the spirit.  Walking in the spirit is walking under the principle of Grace.  
Walking in the flesh is to walk under the principle of the Law.  When you walk under the 
principle of the Law, you are in the flesh.  I don’t care how good you feel.  When you walk under the 
principle of Grace, you are walking in the spirit.   
 
You can objectively identify in your life where you are on the basis of how the doctrine of Grace operates, 
be oriented to it and walk in it.  That is walking by the leadership of God the Holy Spirit.  When you walk 
under the Law principle, if you do this, you get that.  Do this and get the blessing.  When you walk under 
those things, folks, you are not walking in the spirit; you are walking in the flesh, and if you are led by 
the Spirit, you are not under the Law (Galatians 5:18).  When you walk in the Spirit, you walk under the 
Grace principle.  That’s why Paul says, “Sin shall not have dominion over you because you are not under 
the Law but under Grace.”  (Romans 6:14)  That’s important.  David describes the joy and happiness that 
can be yours and mine as we function under Grace.   
 
There are two issues in Verses 6 and 7 that you want to know:  1) the issue of total forgiveness 
functioning under Grace, and 2) the security of the believer in Time Past.  
 
I am going to take that up here because it is very important to understand.  This is one of those 
passages that sort of “ties the rag on the bush” for you which I guess you would call “truth from a 
remoter context.”  You would not expect to find an explanation about security in Time Past in Romans 4, 
and yet that is what you find.  You do not find the message that the men believed, but you do find a little 
interesting thing here about the security that these people had. 
 
The issue of security for the believer in Time Past is cleared up by Paul’s Gospel.  Just like Paul’s Gospel 
explains how those people were justified in Time Past, so it is that his Gospel explains the issue of their 
security in Christ. 
 
Folks, God remitted the sins of those people in Time Past through forbearance.  God’s forbearance 
passed over their sin because of their faith in what he told them, because they were approaching him in 
the way that his forbearance provided for them to approach him, although it was by sacrifice under the 
Law system, the elaborate system of sacrifices and offerings that the Law provided.  
 
All that extra stuff in the Law provided a message for people to believe and the Law establishes faith.  
The Law was given to create faith in people because “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word 
of God.”  He gave them his word, his Law, his statutes, and that was a way to produce faith in them.  If 
they did not have a message they could not believe anything.  Faith isn’t just sitting down and grunting 
against things and convincing yourself to believe something.  Faith is being persuaded that what God 
says is so.  It was legitimate for God to take that man who approached him in faith - not on the basis of 
his works, but on the basis of the man’s faith - and to acknowledge and honor the man’s faith by 
imputing righteousness to the man.   
 
Believers, in Time Past, had the imputed righteousness of Christ laid to their account.  It is in light of 
Paul’s revelation here that we know how justification in Time Past took place, and we know that those 
people stood in the merits of Christ.  No man has ever been saved in any age apart from the blood of 
Jesus Christ.  Those people were equally saved by the blood even as we are saved.  Their justification is 
equally theirs - as our justification is ours.  The people in the future out there will be saved through the 
propitiation of that satisfying sacrifice that is in the Lord Jesus Christ’s work at Calvary.   
 
If they were in Christ, and they had the righteousness of God imputed to them, were they secure?  You 
had better believe they were, brother.  They were just as secure as you are, but they did not know about 

tw://bible.*/?id=48.5.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.6.14|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.4.0|_AUTODETECT_|


it.  You say, “Well, you can’t go on the basis of what they knew.”  No, but you can go on the basis of 
what we now know and what God knew.   
 
The reason I raised this issue is that this passage right here settled this question for me sometime ago.  I 
spent many years studying passages of scripture that indicate that people in Time Past could lose their 
salvation.  Come back with me to Psalm 51.  I can give you a list of about forty passages that indicate - 
in fact they teach - that a man can lose his salvation.  I used to read those passages that say you can 
lose it.  Paul says you can’t, and evidently those people could lose it and we cannot.  I struggled with that 
until I began to get a clear understanding in Romans, Chapters 3 and 4, of what I now know through 
Paul’s Gospel about the other ages also.  We now have a full understanding of what was accomplished at 
Calvary.  Part of what was accomplished is the two-fold declaration: remission of sins in Time Past and 
right now, that all men in every age have been justified before God simply on the basis of faith in the 
merits on the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
If his shed blood takes care of us, what does it do to them?  It takes care of them.  If his shed blood 
makes us secure, what does it do for them?  It makes them secure, too.  But there are passages in the 
Old Testament that certainly don’t indicate that.  Why would that be?  They don’t know about Christ.  
They don’t know about the propitiation he’s going to offer at Calvary.  There is something else in view in 
their program.  Let’s look at some passages.  Psalm 51:11 
 

Romans 4:7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and 
whose sins are covered.  

Romans 4:8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 
(Not impute sin = Not charged sin into your account) (God imput righteousness on the basis of faith) (Today we 

have absolute total forgiveness) 

There we have the non-imputation of sin.  We call that “pardon.”  Justification is more than the non-
imputation of sin.  Justification is the positive imputation of righteousness and the giving to us of a status 
where all of our obligations are completely met.  Speaking now about the message we proclaim to men in 
order to produce the reconciliation: 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
 
Back to Romans 4 - where we find David talking about the joy, the happiness of a man who has his sins 
forgiven.  David did not know about the cross and the finished work of Christ, but he does know his sins 
are forgiven.  He does not understand why, but he knows they are forgiven because Nathan told him.  So 
he said in Psalms 32:1-2 as Paul quoted it in Romans 4:7-8. 
 
If you go back to Psalms 32, you will see that David is not really saying everything Paul explains him to 
be saying.  That is because Paul has now explained to us things that David did not understand. 
Blessed [is he whose] transgression [is] forgiven, [whose] sin [is] covered.  Blessed [is] the man 
unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit [there is] no guile. (Psalms 32:1-
2) 
  
Now where did David learn that God had forgiven him his sins?  He learned that from Nathan in 2 Samuel 
12:7, when Nathan came in and said, “Thou art the man.”  Do you remember that?  The sin was the sin 
David had committed with Bathsheba, etc, adultery.  God’s prophet came in and dealt with him.  David 
replied, I have sinned and he repented.  (The repentance of a man of God)  Nathan told David that God 
had not held his sin against him and had forgiven him, but that he would still have to pay the price for his 
sin.  So he was joyful about that.  Look at what he did in Psalms 32:3-6. 
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David lived under the law and under the law they had a “short account system.”   When you sinned 
under that system, you had to immediately go and get forgiveness by confessing your sin and bring the 
proper sacrifice.  They had to keep “short accounts” with God.  They had to maintain a constant, daily 
fellowship with God through their many sin offerings because they had no conscious knowledge of total 
forgiveness for their sins.   Their “short account system” kept them in fellowship with God and that is 
what David was dealing with here in Psalms 32 – the daily maintenance of the covenant relationship he 
had with God. 
 
Paul uses that in Romans 4 to describe the issue of total forgiveness.  God will not write the sin down to 
your account.  In David’s case it was a particular sin, but Paul is using this to describe the blessedness of 
people who understand the Gospel of Grace; people who understand that God imputes righteousness to 
us without works.  He tells us that David talked about the joy, the thrill, of not having God impute sin to 
your account.  To impute something is to write it down, to charge it to your account.  Paul said God will 
not write your sin down.  When God imputes righteousness to your account – look at Romans 4:6-8. 
 
Imputing righteousness in the passage is equal to not imputing sin.  When God imputes righteousness to 
your account, he not only erases all your sins but he writes righteousness to your account.  When God 
writes “Righteous” across your account, then there is no way to come along and write sin down.  
Sometimes I say it this way, ”he picks up the board and throws it away.”  God is not up in heaven writing 
down every sin you commit.  The short account system is over with.  That was worked under the law 
principle, but we work under grace where we have absolute, total forgiveness which means that God 
forgave the past, the present and the future sins with equal effectiveness.  And we know about it.  David 
did not know about it. 
 
It is important that you understand that the issue of total forgiveness is a basic truth of grace. You are 
not properly oriented to the grace of God and to the Gospel of the grace of God until you understand this 
issue of absolute, total forgiveness, and the fact that we do not work under a “short account system” as 
they did under the law.  I realize a lot of people don’t believe that but it is because they work under the 
principle of the law.  You have to be properly oriented to grace in order to function as a believer.  Paul is 
dealing in Romans 4 with grace.  What is grace?  It is “all that God is free to do for us because of 
Calvary.”  Imputing righteousness is equal to not imputing sin.  If all I am imputing is “rightness” then I 
can’t come along and impute “wrongness.”   
 
The two principles of Grace and Law and how they work, you need to grasp.  We will spend some time 
talking about the difference between how each works.  (Romans 6:14) 
 
When we fear punishment there is an emotional reaction.  In other words, punishment creates an 
emotion and that is fear – shame and hostility.  When a man violates the commandment he expects to be 
punished by God.  He begins to have feelings of shame and rejection, reproach and low self-esteem.  He 
feels worthless because he failed to measure up.  If he becomes ill he thinks God has punished him with 
bad health.  Personal tragedies bring out feelings of failure and fear of punishment.  Fear of rejection – 
the silent treatment from God.  They may have been told they are temporarily out of fellowship with God.  
That doctrine is legalism.  It is the “short account system” of the law and is what brings out shame.   
 
Legalism produces psychological guilt which is a subjective feeling of fear, shame and rejection.  Those 
are sinful emotions that are authored by the old sin nature and do not promote repentance.  They 
promote reversionism, the opposite of repentance which would be to get the thing right.  When you put 
yourself under that performance system of the law, (performing to get a blessing), that will produce a 
false guilt, a guilt complex that makes you fearful and worthless.   
 
Under the Mosaic Law there was a “short account system” set up to take care of that guilt.  They had to 
confess their sin and offer the prescribed sacrifice and God forgave them.  In Psalms 32 David is 
describing the same situation found in Psalms 51:5-9, Psalms 51:14. 
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That fellow says that the guilt he had under that law was like the breaking of bones; it was like 
“bloodguiltiness.”  You talk about shame and rejection!  Talk about misery!  That guy had it.  That is 
what the law is designed to do.  It produces that kind of guilt; the subjective inner feelings of fear, 
shame and rejection.  Their “short account system” was designed to take care of that.  It was the way to 
get the victory over it.  They had a way to have their sin problem taken care of.  It took care of that 
psychological guilt created by the law principle.  They confessed their sins, acknowledging them before 
God, and brought the appropriate sacrifice and God said they were then forgiven.  David said it was 
blessedness and joy to come out of that black hole and be established on the Rock. 
 
Under the grace principle there is no “short account system” because there is no law principle.  God is 
doing something entirely different.  What is the grace principle?  What does Romans 3:24 say? 
Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:  (Romans 3:24) 
 
Grace has given it to you freely.  In Chapter 5 he talks about the gift of grace, the gift of righteousness.  
The Grace principle is  freely handing you the blessing.  Now what is the blessing in this context?  
Chapter 4:7 and 8: Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 8 
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 
 
That is a Grace – not performance; not the law and fear program.  The motivation is love.  (Ephesians 
1:3) 
 
God refuses to even credit sin to our account.  He is not up there writing our sins down to keep track of 
them.  If you want to know the truth of it, he picked the whole board up and threw it out the window 
and got rid of the whole thing.   
 
God refuses to credit sin to our account because if he were to put it to your account, he would have to 
put it to Christ’s account because you are in Christ.  And, he did put it to Christ’s account one day at 
Calvary, and Christ paid for every bit of it.   
 
Now, that does not mean that sin doesn't have an affect – “the wages of sin is death”, so you die.  You 
are a part of a fallen creation.  Galatians 6:7  
 
 

Romans 4:9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, 
or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to 
Abraham for righteousness.  (Any man who believes God’s word to him - God never let go of that 

man)   

We are going to start in Romans 4:9 and go on down.  Again I say to you that I took a little excursion 
from Verses 6-8, and we are going to go back now and get what Paul is talking about in Romans.  
 
The issue of total forgiveness and the issue of security of the believers in Time Past, for me, have been 
real important, and I have been helped tremendously by that passage there in Romans Chapter 4, so I 
couldn’t resist sharing all that with you.  I tell you, folks, it fascinates me how it is that in Paul’s Gospel - 
this “now time revelation” - we have the answer to things that aren't clear in other scriptures.   
 
Now, in Verses 1-5, he talks about Abraham and Abraham’s justification.  Then he talks, in Verses 6-8, 
about the blessedness, the joy, that belongs to the man who has his sins forgiven, who has this imputed 
righteousness.  
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Verse 9 - Cometh this blessedness (this joy of having God impute righteousness without works to your 
account.  With this justification comes this joy, this happiness, this blessedness.)  Cometh this 
blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was 
reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. (Romans 4:9) 
 
Well, does it just come upon circumcision (that’s Abraham’s seed), or can the uncircumcision get it also?  
He has already told you, in Chapter 3, Verses 28 and 29, that he is the God of the Jew and the Gentile 
alike.  He justifies the circumcision and the uncircumcision on the same basis.   
 
So he says, Wait a minute, guys. Abraham was justified by faith alone.  David talks about the joy we 
have and we experience this blessedness that we get from justification by faith.  Now, are the Jews the 
only ones that get that?  He says, You are not thinking.   
 
Do you remember Abraham?  We say that faith was reckoned for righteousness to Abraham.  How was it 
reckoned?  Look at Romans 4:10-12. 
 
Abraham was justified in a special and unique manner.  There’s something special about Abraham’s 
justification that includes us today.  Come over to Galatians 3.  Notice the last phrase in Verse 5: “the 
hearing of faith.”  (Galatians 3:5-9) 
 
Now, wait a minute.  God promised eternal life to Abraham and to his seed after him.  Well, if you are 
going to get eternal life, you are going to have to become a seed of Abraham to get it.  There is not any 
salvation, there is not any eternal life, outside the seed of Abraham because that is whom God gave it to.   
 
Well, what about us?  Are you the seed of Abraham?  You would be in a mess, wouldn’t you - a bunch of 
uncircumcised Gentiles coming along.  In the prophetic program you could go and become part of Israel 
and be identified as a proselyte and get in that way, but what has happened to Israel now?  Can you go 
join Israel today?  Where are they today?  They are fallen and set aside.  They are cast away.  There is 
no Israel to join today.  Now what?   
 
"And the scripture, foreseeing that God" was going to do something in the mystery age, knew that he 
was going to justify the heathen (the uncircumcised) through faith.  You see, God knew that Calvary was 
coming, and he knew the Dispensation of Grace was coming, and because of what God knew, he did 
something very unique in the justification of Abraham that allowed Abraham to have a dual fathership.  
He can be a dual father.  He is the father of the circumcision because he’s the man to whom God gave 
the covenant, the sign and the seal, and it is his.  He can say, I’ve got it, it’s mine, the covenant belongs 
to me, and I’m the father of the circumcision because I’m the man God made the deal with.   
 
But God justified him when he was yet uncircumcised in order that he could also be the father of the 
uncircumcision.  God took Abraham and did something very unique with him: he justified him by faith 
alone.  Abraham just heard a message from God and he believed it, and God imputed it to him for 
righteousness.   
 
Abraham believed God in Genesis 12, but you don’t read that God imputed it to him for righteousness.  
He believed God, and he obeyed what God said; he went and did it.  When you get to Genesis 15, 
Abraham doesn’t do anything except believe what God told him.  Then you read in the Bible that God 
justified him - imputed the righteousness to him.  He did that in uncircumcision in order (Romans 4 says) 
that he might be the father of them that believe though they be not circumcised.   
 
In Galatians 3, he did it to Abraham when he was yet in uncircumcision.  He did it when it was just faith 
alone so that he could be the “father of all them that believe.”  Abraham has a dual fathership:  one that 
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makes him the father of the prophetic program of the circumcision and the other where he’s the father of 
all them that believe in the mystery program in the Dispensation of Grace.   
 
That is a good place to quit, but it’s very important that you grasp what is going on in Romans 4:9-12 
because Paul is not simply raising Abraham as an example of justification by faith.  He is saying that the 
very reason that you could be justified by faith, the very reason you could receive eternal life is because 
God planned this thing ahead of time and fixed it so that you and I could be included.  To me, that is 
fantastic, and that is a joy.  So we have Abraham as our father also.  Why?  Because God justified him in 
a special manner before he circumcised him, and that allows us to be included.   
 
That blessedness in verse 9 is defined back in Verse 6.  This blessedness is the imputation of 
righteousness without works. 

 

Romans 4:10 How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, 
or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision.  

Abraham was an uncircumcised Gentile when God justified him in Genesis 15 and he received the “sign” 
of circumcision – the seal of the righteousness of the faith that he had “yet being uncircumcised.”  Why 
did God do that?  Notice the purpose: verse 11. 
 
Paul continues in this Chapter to point out some very special things about Abraham’s justification that 
affects us today.  Paul begins to talk about the manner of Abraham’s justification.  That manner 
demonstrates how Abraham could be our father (the uncircumcised) as well as the father of the 
circumcised; how he could be a father to the Gentiles as well as to the Jews; how the Gentiles can be 
included in the promise made to Abraham – that of eternal life.   
 
If you want eternal life, you have to get it under the promise made to Abraham because it was promised 
to Abraham.  Before the foundation of the world God promised us eternal life.  How do we get in on it?  
God made the promise to Abraham in a very special manner that allows for our inclusion:  Abraham 
being justified while he was still in uncircumcision, so that he could be the father of the uncircumcision as 
well as the father of the circumcision. 
 
In other words, Abraham was justified in a very special manner.  His justification was something God did 
in a very special and unique manner.  There is something involved in how he was justified.  By that, I 
don’t mean whether it was by works or by faith, but the circumstances that surrounded his justification 
are something that you and I need to understand.  It was done in that peculiar and particular manner 
because God had us in view.  God knew that we were going to come along in the future and he did what 
he did with Abraham because you and I were in view coming along in the Dispensation of Grace.  
 
It is just like back in Chapter 3 when he says that God declared “his righteousness for the remission of 
sins that are past through the forbearance of God.”  In other words, God would have a system of 
forbearance for remission of sins in Time Past in view of the fact that he knew the cross was coming.  He 
did something back here in view of something that he knew was coming.   
 
He did something with Abraham and justified him in a special and unique manner in view of the fact that 
he knew we were coming.  What was so special about it?   Verse 10 – He was justified in uncircumcision.  
Abraham was an uncircumcised man (just as we are the uncircumcision) when God counted his faith for 
righteousness.  When he had the righteousness of faith imputed to him he was in uncircumcision. 
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Romans 4:11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that 
he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not 
circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: (Sign 

of what? = Death to the flush) (It represent= sign of a covenant, faith, righteousness, blessing, identify, seed of 
Abraham, different kind of people, set apart) (It was not enough just to have the outward sign to get the blessings) 

(Jews misunderstood= righteousness comes by faith, it is a heart issue) (Without faith, Isaac would never have been 

born) (Righteousness imputed to us= Righteousness added to our account) (God planned this thing ahead of time 

and fixed it so that we could be included) (Abraham was justified in a very special manner) (He was justified in 

uncircumcision so that he might be the father of all them that believe) (This is gospel of uncircumcision) (Peter 

could never preach this gospel)  

The point is that Abraham was justified by faith before he was circumcised so that he could be the father 
of those who were not circumcised and of those who are circumcised. 
 
Circumcision was a sign that Abraham, in his flesh, could not produce anything that pleased God.  That 
circumcision was a seal of a covenant of the difference that God was making with Israel.  It was a symbol 
of the pure line of the people begotten of God.  It was a token of the faith that begat them.  But Israel 
took the token, the seal, and made it a status symbol.  They made it something God never intended it to 
be.   
 
The issue was being a son of promise.  That is why we read: the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
 
Did you notice it said twelve tribes would come from Ishmael?  It is not enough to be of the twelve tribes 
of Ishmael.  The covenant with regard to Ishmael promised to make him a great nation also.  Did you 
know that the Arabs today are the Ishmaelites?  They still live in that land and are still arguing over that 
land.  They claim Abraham as their father.   There are 15 million Jews in the world, but 500 million 
Muslims.  The Muslims feel in control because of their numbers.  They don’t understand why.  Do you?  
Romans 11:12 says the “diminishing of them” is the riches of the Gentiles. 
 

That word “sign” means a mark to identify something (like poles as markers on the roadside).  They are 
a sign to mark something out.  Circumcision was a sign. 
 
In other words, Abraham had the sign or the seal of circumcision.  Circumcision was given to Abraham 
for the purpose of pointing out something.  You will remember that we dealt with the issue of 
circumcision back in Verse 1 several weeks ago when we discussed what it was that Abraham our father 
as pertaining to the flesh hath found.  Do you remember what we studied and found out about what 
circumcision meant?  What it is a sign of?  What does circumcision represent in the Bible?  Death to the 
flesh.  Do you remember how Abraham had a boy named Ishmael.  God made him a promise – You’re 
going to have a seed.  So, in his own energy and his own ability through the reproductive capacity of his 
own body, he went out and had Ishmael by Hagar.  God said: Cast out Ishmael.  He is not going to be 
the seed.  I am going to give you a seed.  I am going to give you a son.   
 
When Abraham got so old that his and Sarah’s physical capacity were dead – they were unable 
physically, humanly, to have a child - God said, Now I’m going to give you the seed.  Now, when all that 
took place he said: Throw out the bondwoman and her son and you take Isaac.  Now I’m going to give 
you a sign of circumcision and you cut away the flesh. 
 
That sign was a blessing, a mark, a seal.  It separated apart that group of people, the circumcision - 
Abraham and his seed - and identified them as a different kind of people.  These were people who were 
set apart by that sign.  It was a mark of the righteousness of faith they were to have.  It had to do with 
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the fact that they did not receive the blessing that they had because of fleshly activity.  They received it 
as a result of the righteousness of faith.  Circumcision was a sign.  There was no merit in the 
circumcision.  The merit was in the fact of what circumcision pointed to. 
 
Abraham did not receive the blessing and the Circumcision do not receive the blessing simply because 
they are the seed of Abraham after the flesh.  They have to be the children of Abraham in that they are 
the children of faith like Abraham.  It is not enough just to have the outward sign of circumcision even 
for an Israelite.   
 
Now, the Jews misunderstood that. They had a problem there – a real bad misunderstanding about 
circumcision all through the bible.  They thought they could just go out and get this religious ceremony 
performed and therefore “we’re in.”  God said, No, no. no.  You misunderstand that.  Paul is pointing out 
that the Jews misunderstand circumcision.  The circumcision was just a sign, something that pointed out 
the fact that they had faith and the righteousness that comes by faith.   
 
In Romans 2, notice how the Jews have a misunderstanding about this issue of circumcision and Paul is 
correcting their misunderstanding here.  (Romans 2:28-29) 
 
What should circumcision have said to an Israelite?  We are the descendants of Abraham and it all 
depends on God and it is all of faith.  Without faith, Isaac would never have been born.  We would not be 
here.  We  are a nation begotten of God not ourselves.  We are God’s people. 
 
It should have been by faith but these dudes in John 8 belonged to the devil.  Why?  Because they were 
in the flesh.  And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he 
had yet being uncircumcised [Notice how it was that God justified Abraham – in uncircumcision, in a 
special, unique manner.  Why did he do it?  “That” – the word “that” means purpose, the intent.  “That” 
introduces a purpose clause.]  that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not 
circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them [the uncircumcision] also: (Romans 4:11) 
 
God justified Abraham the way he did in order that he might be the father of everyone that believes.  
Verse 11 – that he might be the father of the uncircumcised people that believe.  
 
In Verse 11, Paul is literally saying that Abraham is justified in uncircumcision that he might be the father 
of the uncircumcision (the Gentiles) so that righteousness can be imputed to them by faith.  In other 
words, God justified Abraham in a unique manner when he was in uncircumcision seeing that he would 
later justify us.  He fixed it so we are not excluded.  Foreknowing he would justify the heathen through 
faith, he did this.  So, we are not excluded because Abraham was justified in uncircumcision. 
 
 
 

Romans 4:12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the 
circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our 
father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised.  

Abraham has a dual fatherhood.  He is the father of the circumcision but he can also be the father of the 
uncircumcision because there is a unique feature in his justification – the dual justification making him a 
dual father.  That is why Paul, in Romans 4, brings up the issue of Abraham.  Not because he is the 
example of how all men have been saved by faith.  He is an example of how we are saved by faith and 
we will see that.  You and I ought to be able to understand these special things he did with Abraham in 
view of the fact God knew the Body of Christ and the Dispensation of Grace was coming.   
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I hope I can convey this to you in this lesson so that you come to the same enjoyment and 
understanding that came to me in my study.  And men, in your ministry be sure you don’t dangle 
something “special” before your people without telling them what is there.   
 
There is something here that has to do with the prophetic program and the mystery program, and how 
God made provisions with Abraham’s justification so that you and I in the Dispensation of Grace, could be 
included when he set the nation aside.  Without this provision you could not “get in” and would never 
have eternal life.  God “foreseeing” that we would be coming along, did what he did. 
 
Also, it demonstrates to the circumcised (the Jew):  who must you be like in Verse 12? You have to be 
like Abraham - when he was circumcised or uncircumcised?  Uncircumcised.  Paul is saying that today the 
circumcised have to be like the uncircumcised.  That is the Gospel of the Uncircumcision.  Paul said, that 
is what is committed to me.  Don’t be like Israel, the circumcised, like one of the Jews, but the Jews have 
to be like old uncircumcised Abraham was.  What do they have to have?  They have to have the 
righteousness of faith.   
 
By the way, that chapter right there is another demonstration that the book of Romans is different from 
early Acts.  This is a different message, another demonstration for the Acts 28 people that there is 
something different going on here in the book of Romans than in early Acts.  
 
What’s going on here in Romans is like what is going on over in Ephesians.  Uncircumcised Gentiles are 
being justified on an equal basis with the circumcised, not by being brought up to Israel’s former 
standing but by the circumcision people being put down to their lack of standing.  The Jew and Gentile 
are now on equal basis in this issue.  Peter could never have said under the prophetic program that “you 
circumcised people have to be like the uncircumcised.”  Paul is preaching the Gospel of the 
Uncircumcision.  That is not just good news to the circumcision.  That is the good news of the 
Uncircumcision.  That is the good news that everybody who does what uncircumcised Abraham did can 
get saved.  Everybody who will have the same faith in God’s word to them that uncircumcised Abraham 
had will have their faith counted to them for righteousness and will experience the righteousness of faith.  
And, it is for everybody.  There are no distinctions anymore.  
 
I want you to understand this.  Paul tells the Jew: You go be like a Gentile.  That is the opposite of 
prophecy.  Through the fall of Israel (the casting away of Israel), salvation goes to the Gentiles.  
(Romans 9:30-32) 
 
What he is saying in Chapter 4, Verses 11 and 12, has to do with just the basic issue of the Gospel of the 
Uncircumcision.  Listen, folks, it is very important that you understand this issue of how Abraham was 
justified.   
 
Paul is bringing it up here because it demonstrates that special, unique manner in which the wisdom of 
God in his foreknowledge and his planning ahead of time, knowing what was coming in the future, 
knowing that the Dispensation of Grace was out there, knowing his eternal purpose, knowing he was 
going to justify the heathen by faith.   God made a provision in the manner by which Abraham was 
justified - in the circumstances through which he was justified - that allowed Abraham to be a dual 
father.  He is the father of the circumcision but he is also the father of the uncircumcision.   
 
Abraham was justified in a special and unique manner so that he could have this position as a dual 
father.  He was justified in uncircumcision so that both the circumcision and the uncircumcision can look 
back to Abraham as their father.  There is no eternal life for anyone outside of Abraham.  Now, I know 
that bothers some people but that is a fact because God made the promise of eternal life to Abraham and 
his seed.   
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Folks, if you can’t look to Abraham as your father, you can not get in on the promise of eternal life 
because God limited it to Abraham and his seed, but not his physical seed – that is the point here.   He 
did not limit it just to the descendants, the circumcision, but he did that in a special manner so even the 
uncircumcision who walk in the faith “of our father Abraham,” who believe like he did, can also be 
included.   
 
The first twelve verses in Romans 4 are very exciting to me.  I do not know if I have been able to 
communicate the insight these verses have to you but I hope you see the issue of how – because of 
God’s foreknowledge and what he had planned before (in regard to the dispensation of grace) in 
justifying Abraham, we can look back now and see how God had been planning for us all along.  The 
wisdom of God in providing for us is magnified in the Gospel of Grace in that we become heirs according 
to the promise of eternal life given to Abraham.  That special manner of Abraham’s justification allows 
him to be a dual father of the uncircumcision and of the circumcision also – in fact, the father of all “them 
that believe.”  (Vs. 11,12) 
 
 
 
 

The Promise Realized Through Faith 

Romans 4:13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, 
was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith.  

Now, there is something else here in Chapter 4.  Not only can the justice of God impute righteousness 
but in Chapter 4 we learn that the justice of God can impute eternal life to us.  Now, righteousness was 
one thing.  He takes care of that by the propitiatory work of Christ at Calvary.  He takes care of all of our 
sin and he makes that fully satisfying sacrifice so the justice of God can give us righteousness.  But 
eternal life is something else because God had limited and placed eternal life in a promise.  It is part of 

the promise that he gave and confirmed to Abraham and his seed.  How, if God had limited it to Abraham 
and his seed, can we who can’t look physically to Abraham as our father get into that promise?   
 
He says, Hey, wait a minute.  There’s something special about Abraham that you haven’t thought about.  
God saved Abraham in uncircumcision so that he could be your father too.  “And the scripture, foreseeing 
that God would justify the heathen through faith,” God, foreseeing – you see, God had already purposed 

the Body of Christ and justification by faith for the heathen, the uncircumcised. 
 
Can you see the wisdom of God in that?  Can you see the manifold wisdom of God in the layout of the 
details of his gospel?   He is beginning to share with you and bring up all these details.  Now, when you 
get over in Ephesians you see it in its fulness.  You are just beginning here, you see, to get the things 
laid out for you. The manifold wisdom of God is planning these things, even down to intricate little details 
like this. 

 
The blessing is found in the form of a promise and what Paul is going to begin to do now in Verse 13 and 
following is to begin to examine the promise.  You notice he says the promise is that Abraham should be 
the heir of the world.   
 
Now, we have already discussed that and I just call to your remembrance the fact that we talked about 
what it means to be the heir of the world.  What did we study already and see that the very basic 

promise involved in that is?  Genesis 15.   
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Remember, God promised Abraham the land.  The land of Palestine is certainly involved, but when he 
promised him that land he promised him something more basic than that.  He promised him eternal life 
and the basis upon which Abraham was going to be the heir of the world is the basic promise of eternal 
life.  Do you remember in Genesis 15, he said: I’m going to give you this land.  He puts Abraham to 
sleep.  I’m going to give this land to you and your descendants.  Abraham – you’re going to die.    
 
Wait a minute!  If you’re going to give me the land -  but I am going to die?  Your descendants are going 
to be carried off to a strange land for 400 years and then they’re going to come in and get the land.   
Now wait a minute.  If my seed and I are going to get the land and it’s going to be better than 400 years 
before we get it, well, we are going to die.  How are we going to get it?  There’s no way unless we come 
back from the dead.  Abraham understood that.  Look at Hebrews 11:8-9. 
 
Now, we are down to Romans 4:13 and we are discussing the issue of the promise that was given to 
Abraham that he should be heir of the world.  We talked about the fact that the blessing that God had 
given was found in the form of a promise.  This blessing is given to Abraham as a promise.  In the 
passage here, Paul is going to examine the promise which is that Abraham would be heir of the world.  
That promise was not given to Abraham (Verse 13) or to his seed through the Law but through the 
righteousness of faith.   
 
Before we get into examining the issue of the righteousness of faith, which is how the promise is 
obtained, I want you to be sure you understand the issue of the blessing and the promise and how it is 
that through Abraham we get the promise.  Romans 4 is saying that God planned for us, knowing that 
we were coming, and made provision in Abraham’s justification whereby you and I could be included in 
the promise made to him.   
 
 The basic promise made to Abraham was a promise of eternal life.  That is the reason we talked about 
that last time.  We saw how the basic promise in the inheritance is eternal life.  God justified Abraham in 
uncircumcision.  While he was an uncircumcised man, God justified him in that unique and special 
manner so that he could be a dual father, not just to those who were the circumcision, not just a father 
to Israel and to his descendants after the flesh, but also that he could be a father to us who are 
uncircumcised.  That has to do with the Gospel of the Uncircumcision.   
 
We have seen how Abraham is the father of all those that believe though they be not circumcised.  The 
issue is not whether you are circumcised or not; the real issue is faith.  He has already told you that in 
Chapter 3.  We learned in Chapter 3 of the book of Romans that one of the details explained in the 
Gospel of the Grace of God committed to the apostle Paul is that the issue with God in justification has 
always been faith.  That is something we now know and can understand through the Gospel of Grace 
committed to Paul.  In dealing with the issue about Abraham he is not just simply pointing out that 
Abraham was justified by faith, but that God did it in a special way because he had you and me today in 
mind.   
 
Now, I want you to go with me to Galatians 3 because Galatians 3 is a parallel passage with Romans 4.  
If you are going to understand one of the passages you are going to have to get both of them because it 
is difficult to get one without the other.  I believe we went down through Verses 5-8 the last time, so let’s 
start in Verse 6 and just read down and then pick up in Verse 9.  (Galatians 3:6-14)  
 
All of that is preparatory to Verse 13 where Paul will go on and begin to deal with the issue that the 
inheritance does not come from the law either.  Notice that the promise is that he should be “heir of the 
world.”  Now notice: (Romans 4:17) 
 
People have a little problem with that passage.  “Heir of the world.”  Not just the heir of Palestine.  Pre-
millennialists do not have good answers in Romans 4 and Galatians 3 for the a-millennialists because they 
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do not see the Mystery either.  Failing to see the truth of the Mystery they do not have a really good 
answer for the a-millennial position and that is where the a-millennial position came from.  It is by saying 
that the church, the Body of Christ, began on the day of Pentecost, when it is clear that the thing that 
began on the day of Pentecost is the Prophetic program.  When I was in school they used to teach us 
that the New Testament church is the continuation of the Old Testament community.   That is a-
millennialism.  That says that today the church is the outgrowth of Israel and what is going on in Acts 2, 
3, 4, etc.   
 
Trying to put the Body of Christ back into that gets things all confused.  Christ had been teaching about 
an earthly kingdom and if the issue is that the spiritual Body of Christ is a continuation of the Jewish 
Christian church then they are right and we are wrong.  But that is not the case.  The pre-millennialists 
fail to see the Mystery and fail to have an answer.  The a-millennialist in his confusion just continues on 
with this thing.  Notice Verse 17: 
 
When you begin in Verse 13 and following you will see that the issue here is that the inheritance – not 
merely justification – the inheritance of eternal life (that the justice of God is free to give to us now that 
we have righteousness) – we are qualified to receive because of the special way God made the promise 
to Abraham to include us.  So we are qualified to be heirs of the promise given to Abraham because he is 
the father of the uncircumcision as well as the circumcision.  The point in Verses 13 to 16 is that the 
inheritance does not come from the law but comes from the promise. 
 
That is clear enough, isn’t it?  The Jews assumed that they were going to get the inheritance from God 
that was promised to Abraham through the law.   Even the believing Jews thought that.  That was the 
battle Paul had to fight all along with the Judaizers.  (Acts 15:5)  
 
Even the believing Jew was working under the program that said you had to be circumcised and keep the 
law in order to get the inheritance.  But Paul is saying, My Gospel declares that you do not have to be 
circumcised – that is not the issue. [Romans 4:9-12]   And you do not have to keep the Mosaic Law. 
[Rom 4:13-16]  So what Paul was addressing here are the two concerns the Jews had and he is laying 
them aside.  He is showing that in the wisdom of God the Gospel of Grace is provided, whereby 
uncircumcised gentiles can be added and that the law is not the way anybody got the inheritance.  Israel 
did not earn it; they got it by promise.  The issue is stated in Verse 14: 
 
 
 

 

 

Romans 4:14 For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made 
void, and the promise made of none effect:  

If the inheritance came through the law, it would cancel out the promise.  If it came through the law, 
what would happen to the idol-worshiping gentiles?  They could not get it, even with the provision made 
in Abraham’s justification, because, even though they could be heirs of Abraham without circumcision, if 
the promise came through the law, the gentile would still be out.  That is why God gave it by promise.  
God did it this way so that the inclusion is complete.  In the comparative passage, in Gal. 3:15-19, the 
argument is historical.  He says it is by promise, not by the law, because the promise is given first.  Later 
on the law is added to it.  When you are adding something, it does not disannul the first.   
 
But the argument here (in Romans 4) is doctrinal.  For if they which are of the law [be] heirs, faith is 
made void, and the promise made of none effect: (Romans 4:14) 
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If the inheritance comes by a legal contract, faith is made void.  Faith is a verbal contract.  The promise 
is then made of none effect.  A legal contract negates any oral promises made in the past.  The point is 
that if the inheritance came by the legal contract, the promise goes away – is negated.  Look at the 
problem: verse 15. 
 

 

Romans 4:15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, 
there is no transgression.  

I’m not held accountable for speeding (to anyone but my wife!) unless the policeman catches up with 
me.  My conscience excuses me.  I make all kinds of excuses for myself.  I can always justify why I need 
to speed and get somewhere in a hurry.  The sin of speeding is not imputed to me unless the policeman 
catches me.  So God gives the law that catches me and condemns me.  It brings me before the bar of 
justice and says this man is guilty.  It doesn’t say one man.  It says every man.  The law makes it official 
and demands payment for the penalty.  Romans 7:7-8. 
 
Without the law, I am not held accountable for my speeding.  My conscience excuses me.  I make all 
kinds of excuses.  I can justify why I need to speed and get somewhere in a hurry.  Without that 
policeman there is no guilt, no accountability.  The sin is not imputed – counted against me.  I don’t face 
the court if I am not caught.  So God gives the law that catches me and condemns me, bringing me 
before the bar of justice, revealing me guilty - and not just me, but every man.  The law makes it official.  
Now that man is shown to be condemned, the price must be paid and the price is death. 
 
The law works wrath.  That is proof that the law makes it impossible for anyone to receive the 
inheritance.  The Jew said the law makes it possible for us to get it.  Paul said, No, you misunderstand – 
the law makes it impossible because the law points at you and says, “Guilty.”  Every criminal knows that 
the law works wrath.  Have you ever seen a criminal run to a policeman and shake his hand?  The 
testimony of the bible from one end to the other is that the law works wrath.  (Romans 3:19, Romans 
5:20, Romans 7:9-13, 2 Corinthians 3:9, Galatians 3:10-12, James 2:10, Colossians 2:14, 1 Corinthians 
15:55-56, 1 Timothy 1:5-11) 
 
When I worked in the Rescue Mission, I guess at least twice a day I heard people say they believed they 
should keep the commandments.  They were all probably guilty of being arrested in the last month!  I 
used to ask them to name the Ten Commandments in order.  Never could they recite them to me in 
order.  How can you keep them if you do not even know what they are?  That does not make good 
sense.  Therefore, use the law “lawfully” today, folks.   
 
Paul said in Romans 4:15 that the law works wrath.  Do not use the law to try to gain entrance to heaven 
or to make people think they can get to heaven by it, but use the law correctly – to condemn them, to 
show them that they have violated God’s righteousness, his standards, his mandates, his law – show 
them they are sinners short of the perfect righteousness God requires.  Because the law cannot get you 
the inheritance...verse 16. 
 
Romans 4:15.  That word “wrath” is the word that gives it away.  “Provoke not your children to wrath.”  
Well how do you provoke somebody to wrath?  Look at Romans 4:15 and tell me what produces wrath.  
The law produces wrath, because the law works, and produces, and energizes wrath.  Ephesians 6:4 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.7.7-45.7.8|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.3.19|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.5.20|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.5.20|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.7.9-45.7.13|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=47.3.9|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.3.10-48.3.12|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=59.2.10|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=51.2.14|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.15.55-46.15.56|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.15.55-46.15.56|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=54.1.5-54.1.11|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.4.15|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.4.15|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.4.15|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.6.4|_AUTODETECT_|


 

 

Romans 4:16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the 
end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is 
of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the 
father of us all,  

GRACE and FAITH go together.  “By grace are ye saved, through faith.”  But grace and works do not; 
and works and faith are opposites of one another.  There is something you need to notice about Verse 5 
and Verse 16:  if faith is a work, as some of the theologians say, then Verse 5 and Verse 16 don’t mean 
anything.  A work does not produce grace.  Verse 4 says that if you work it is not grace.  If it is faith so it 
can be grace, then faith can’t be a work because a work can’t produce grace.  Faith is a non-meritorious 
system of perception.  There are three ways to know (to perceive) things: 
 
1. Empiricism  (I can feel it or touch it, or sense it; demonstrable) 
2. Rationalism (I can figure it out with my brain) 
3. Faith  (Believing what I’m told) 
 
There is no merit in faith.  The value is in who you believe not in what you are doing.  The worthiness of 
your faith is in the object of your faith. 
 
Therefore, Verses 4,5 and 16 are proof texts you need to know about as they demonstrate in the bible 
that faith is not a work.  People will tell you that when you tell a man to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you are telling him to work for his salvation.  That is just theological “gas!”  Open the window and 
let it out!  Verses 1, 2 and 3 are talking about Abraham; and Verses 4 and 5 are also talking about 
Abraham.  They are written in relationship to Abraham and they explain why it is that Paul brings up the 
manner of Abraham’s justification at this point.   
 
There is no salvation for anyone outside of Abraham! 
 
In order for the Gentiles to receive the promise, in order for the Gentile to inherit eternal life, (that’s the 
very basic thing in the promise – the inheritance of eternal life) that Gentile had to become the seed of 
Abraham because the promise was made to Abraham and his seed.  In order for the promise to be sure 
to all the seed, we had to get in.  It is not through the Law  - that is the idea in Verses 13-16; that the 
promise is not through the Law - but it is through the righteousness of faith.  It is not through the works 
of the Law.  It is not through the physical activity of circumcision or commandments.  It is through the 
righteousness of faith that Abraham had being yet in uncircumcision - “Abram” instead of “Abraham.” 
 
I want you to compare Galatians 3.  Romans 4 is amplified in Galatians 3.  Do you remember when we 
were in Romans 1 and we discussed the issues of Paul’s unrestricted apostleship.  We looked at Galatians 

1 and 2 and I showed you at that time and told you that Galatians 1 and 2 correspond with Romans 1 in 
that Galatians 1 and 2 lay out the details of the certificate of Paul’s apostleship.   
 
When you get to Romans 4, he is dealing with the same issue as in Galatians 3.  Remember that I told 
you that Galatians and Corinthians are commentaries on Romans and we will see that more with 
Corinthians as we get further into the book but it is certainly true here.  Romans 4 compares with 
Galatians 3 and 4.  Notice that he is fighting the same issue.  At Rome, these Jews misunderstood it, and 
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they were adding circumcision, the works of the Law, to the righteousness of faith.  It is the same 
problem in Galatians 3.   
 
O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose 
eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? This only would I learn of 
you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? 
having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? (Galatians 3:1-3) 
 
The justice of God gives eternal life to those who have perfect righteousness and that same justice can 
give us eternal life as well as righteousness because we are the children of Abraham.  Now, we get the 
righteousness in Romans 3.  He says:  You’ve got righteousness.  Why?  Because God planned to give it 
to those who are in Christ.  God made a provision and it is in Christ.  
 
But the justice of God is not free just to say: You’ve got righteousness and now I can give you eternal life 
if that eternal life had been promised to somebody else.  That eternal life was promised to the seed of 
Abraham.  
 
Paul is explaining, in Romans 4, that the promise that limited eternal life to the seed of Abraham did not 
prohibit the previous plan that he had before the foundation of the world to give eternal life to us 
because God justified Abraham in a special manner that allowed for our inclusion.  Do you see that?  Do 
you understand what I am saying to you, what Paul is dealing with here?  There is a detail of his gospel 
in Romans 3 - righteousness in Christ - so now you are going to get eternal life, too.  You have been 
made heirs according to the promise and God had a special way of including you.  Even though you are 
not a seed of Abraham according to the flesh God made a special provision.  You see, God’s promise to 
Abraham did not limit his ability to give it to us because God justified Abraham in a special manner so we 
could be included.  That is the issue in Romans 4.   
 
And, again, that is fantastic - the matchless, manifold wisdom of God to provide for our inclusion so that 
his eternal purpose can be executed in time with total precision.  
 
It is to our great advantage to receive the promise by faith alone because that is the only grounds you 
will ever have that will give you total confidence and security.  There is no toil or effort in faith.  There 
are no works in faith, nor any merit and therefore, there is no boasting in faith.  But there is the sure 
foundation of God’s Word.   
It is of faith that it might be by grace. 
 
Paul wants us to see the security of the inheritance we have in Christ.  He wants you to see the 
confidence and the security that is ours by virtue of the way God has provided the inheritance for us – 
GRACE.  If you are going to have confidence you are going to have to understand what Paul says here 
about Abraham and how he got the promise by faith – not by works, not by the law.  If you got it by 
faith, then you can not lose it by your works.  You cannot lose it by violating the law because you did not 
get it that way to start with. 
 
I had been saved about three or four months when an old fellow (in a denominational church) came up 
to me and asked, “Do you believe in once saved always saved?”   I said I did not know except that I 
believed in “once born again, always born again.”  ”Well,” he said, what are you going to do when you 
sin?”   At fifteen years old I had never thought of some of those things before.  I answered him, “Well, I 
guess I was not trusting me to get me saved to start with, and I won’t trust me to keep me saved!”  That 
did not satisfy that old man, but I never forgot that experience.  That is what the verse is saying:  “it is 
by faith that it might be by grace, to the end that the promise might be sure.”  Secure to all the seed – to 
all of us.  Notice when he says “that it might be by grace” that it takes you back to Verse 5. 
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We are justified by grace.  We have righteousness by faith – by grace, but we also get eternal life on the 
basis of grace.  Notice that he says, that it might be sure to ALL the seed.  Not only to that only which is 
of the law.  
 
He is the father of all those who simply take God at his word.  That is fantastic!  Just to know that God 
has provided righteousness and eternal life in such a manner – in his manifold wisdom – that we idol-
worshiping gentiles, dead in our sins and in the uncircumcision of our flesh (I hope you understand the 
importance of those two expressions in Colossians 2) - 
 
Dead in your sins – (Ephesians 2:1-10) 
Uncircumcision of your flesh – (Ephesians 2:11 … on) 
Spiritually dead.  Dispensationally cut off; an outcast. 
 
Yet God provides righteousness by planning ahead, foreseeing what he was going to do, and justifying 
Abraham in a special manner so that we can be his seed by faith.  He has given us righteousness and 
eternal life – all by grace.  All by what God is free to do for us because of the cross of Calvary.  If there is 
anything that will thrill your heart any more than that, I do not know what it would be. 
 
Notice when Paul says it is “of faith that it might be by grace:”  Come with me to Galatians 4 for a little 
aside.  In Romans 4:16, Abraham is said to be the “father of us all.”  Abraham is the great example in 
the bible that stands for faith.  But Abraham had a partner in all of this.  Sarah, in Galatians 4, is set out 
as an example of grace.  Just as Romans 4 couples faith and grace and marries them to one another, so 
it is that Abraham represents faith and Sarah represents grace.  Abraham is said to be the father of us 
all.  Sarah is associated with the “mother of us all.”  If you have ever wondered about that, look at this 
passage:  (Galatians 4:21-31) 
 
What he does there, again, is that he points out in the passage what Abraham did when he heard the 
promise.   What Abraham did when he heard the promise is the thing that caused him to have the 
confidence that he had.  “Therefore it is of faith,” Verse 16 says, “that it might be by grace.”  The 
blessing comes by faith so that it might be by grace and not by works.  The reason is “that the promise 
might be sure to all the seed.”   
 
Now, we have talked about the passage and I have tried to say to you that the only way you are going to 
have any security is for justification and eternal life to be the gift of grace.  You never have security when 
you have to work.  You never know if you did enough, if you did it right.  I say to people all the time, “If 
you had to do that, you would not know whether you did it right.”  So, the least little thing – it has got to 
be God’s grace.  So, it is by faith that it might be by grace.” 
 
 “To the end the promise might be sure to all the seed.”  Now, that word “promise” is important.  A 
promise is only as good as the one who gives it.  Do you know that?  I can promise you something all 
day long but if I don’t perform it, it is of no value.  The word there for “promise” is a word that means to 
proclaim, to make a statement but it is in the middle voice.  
 
The Greek language has an active and a passive voice just like the English does.  The subject is doing the 
action of the verb or receiving the action of the verb.  The Greek also has a middle voice which means 
the action of the verb is being done for the benefit of the subject. 
 
When God makes the promise, it is in the middle voice.  The idea there is that he makes the 
proclamation for himself.  In other words, he is saying: I’m saying this and I’m backing up what I am 
saying with myself.  I am the one who is behind the statement that I’m making to you.  God backs the 
statement up by himself. 
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That is why “to the end that the promise might be sure to all the seed.”  The promise is secure and sure 
because the promise is based on the veracity of God.   The promise is based on God’s integrity.   Do you 
remember that verse over there in Titus 1:2 where he talks about the promise of eternal life?  In hope 
[confident expectation] of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began; 
(Titus 1:2) 
 
See?  The promise is based on the integrity of God – “God that cannot lie.“  He is as good as his word.  
He promised something based on his own integrity.  Look at Hebrews, Chapter 6.  (Hebrews 6:17-18) 
 
Here, this is not talking about us, of course.  It is talking about Abraham but the issue is the same kind of 
thing.  He says: I gave the promise to Abraham so he and his heirs would have confidence in it.  I 
promised, I gave my word on it and then I swore by myself.  The issue on a promise is just that.  It is 
sure so you are confident.  Why would a promise come through?  Not because you performed but 
because of God’s word and his integrity. 
 
“Therefore it [the blessing in the passage] is of faith, that it might be by grace.”  The only way to 
maintain grace is to exclude works.  Therefore the only way to maintain grace is to present “faith alone” 
as the means of salvation, as that which is necessary, in order for the person to be saved. 
 
Our terminology is faulty if it causes the unbeliever to depend upon his subjective, emotional response 
for his assurance.  In other words, if you tell a man that he needs to feel it, etc.  There are a lot of 
different ways that is done. 
 
If it fails to declare that the issue in believing is, Where is your hope?  Upon what are you depending?  
That is the issue in believing.  What are you depending upon?  Is what you are depending upon adequate 
to save you? 
 

 

Romans 4:17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many 
nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the 
dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.  

Romas 4:13 & 17 are a problem to many people because they take the verses to say that Abraham was 
promised to be the heir of the world, and since we are the seed of Abraham, what we have is what God 
promised to Abraham, e.g. the a-millennial position.  They make the Body of Christ today to be Israel in 

the promises in the Old Testament.  They say there is no literal, physical, visible, earthly, Davidic 
kingdom promised to Abraham’s seed.  They think the promise that he would be heir of the world was a 
spiritual promise and covers us.  They think we are the fulfillment of that promise because Verse 16 says 
Abraham is the father of us all. 
 
The A-millennialists take this passage and Galatians 3: And if ye [be] Christ's, then are ye Abraham's 
seed, and heirs according to the promise. (Galatians 3:29) 

 
… And claim that you are Abraham’s seed.  The modern day Charismatics think that you can take the 
health and wealth and blessing promises from the Old Testament and apply them to yourself.  The 
problem with all that is they try to take all the blessings and claim them, but take all the curses and say, 
they belong to Israel.  Here is probably their most used verse: Now to Abraham and his seed were the 
promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 
(Galatians 3:16) 
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So they say, We are Christ’s (Verse 29) so we are the people promised to Abraham.  That is how the a-
millennial and charismatic positions execute their doctrine to get rid of the literal fulfillment of the 
promises to Abraham.  The problem with all of that is this.  All of that fails to see one important 
ingredient in both these passages and that is, THE MYSTERY.  (Galatians 3:8) 
 
What are “the nations?” They are the gentiles.   The word gentile means “the nations.”  In this passage, 
Abraham is linked to an association that goes far beyond blood ties to the nation Israel.   He is the heir, 
not just to Palestine, but of the world.  In Genesis 17:5 he is said to be the father of “many nations.”  
That tells you two things.  All salvation – individual or international – ALL salvation is tied up in the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  You do not want to forget that.  That is what Paul is saying in both of these chapters:  that 
all salvation is centered and bound up in Christ – who he is and what he does.  We have already studied 
that Christ is the heir of all things and we are heirs with him. 
 
…before him whom he believed, … (Romans 4:17) 
 
In other words, in the presence of God, Abraham is the father of all that believe, all who simply take God 
at his word.   Before God, “whom he believed,” Abraham is the father of them all.   
 
Notice when he says “Before him whom he believed, even God.”  Whom did Abraham believe?  God.  
Notice carefully the object of Abraham’s faith is God.  Now, there is no merit in faith, per se.  If faith is 
not in the right thing, it is of no value.  Faith does not have any merit.  The object of faith is the issue.  
The object of faith is God.  Notice what he says about God. 
 
…God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. 
(Romans 4:17) 
 
There are two things.  First, Abraham believed God and God is the one who quickens the dead.  God 
gives life to the dead.  In other words, Abraham believed in the God of resurrection.  He believed in a 
God who had power to do what he promised to do.  The promise had to do with an eternal inheritance.  
Do you remember how we studied that?  It had to do with eternal life.  Abraham believed God who gave 
life to the dead.  We studied how he understood that Isaac was going to be resurrected from the dead in 
Genesis, Chapter 22.  Abraham understood some things about God-given life.  He goes back to Genesis 
15 (where Paul begins Romans 4) and comes down to the end of the chapter and goes back to that issue 
of resurrection life.  He says, “Abraham is the father of us all before God whom he believed.”  God is the 
one who quickens the dead.  He gives resurrection life, eternal life.   
 
Then he says, “and calleth those things which be not as though they were.”  First, Abraham believed in 
God who had the power to do what he said he would do, and second, he believed in God who “calleth 
those things which be not as though they were.”  That’s a great description of God.  Come back with me 
to Isaiah 41 and notice the challenge that God gives to the heathen gods, the idols. 
 
He “calleth those things which be not as though they were” – what he is saying is that what God says will 
happen, happens.  He calls the thing that has not come to pass yet as though it has already happened.  
He can tell the future.  When God says a thing is going to happen, do you know what happens?  It 
happens.  Abraham believed God who could do what he said he would do and when he says something 
will happen, it happens.  God has that power.  
 
It would be like in Romans 8 when he says “whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom 
he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.”  All that is in the past 
tense.  You are not glorified yet but as far as God is concerned, you already are.  He called those things 
that are not as though they were because as far as God is concerned, for me to say and do it, it’s done.  
What he says is going to happen, it happens.  You can bank on it. 
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You talk about a sense of humor, now.  Watch the Lord.  He’s got a sense of humor.  (Isaiah 41:23-26) 
 
Abraham believed that God quickens the dead, that he could do what he said he would do: quicken the 
dead, give eternal life and give resurrection life.  Abraham was not believing in a God who could not do 
what he said he was going to do.  Believing in fact and believing in somebody who could do someone’s 
reality and a God, when he says something to you, it happens.  
 
Notice that a promise is only as good as the guy that gave it and if the guy that gave it to you has the 
power to do what he said he was going to do, when he says something is going to happen, it happens.  
Can you trust what he says?  Good assurance, isn’t it?  That is whom Abraham trusted.  The object of his 
faith was God.  You know, folks, the essence of faith is just to believe what God believes.  It is to count a 
thing, reckon a thing, look at a thing the way God looks at it.  That is what Abraham is doing.  
 
 
 

   

Romans 4:18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might 
become the father of many nations, according to that which was 
spoken, So shall thy seed be.  

Who against hope believed in hope, [It looked impossible but he believed in it anyway] that he 
might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed 
be. (Romans 4:18)  [That’s Genesis 15:5]  [The quote in Verse 3 was from Genesis 15:6]   
 
When he says “Abraham ‘who against hope believed in hope’” – what he is saying is that he believed 
what God said in the face of all the odds to the contrary.  Everything looked as though it could not come 
to pass, that everything was against what God had promised.  Abraham believed in what God promised in 
spite of how bad things looked out there.  
 
What was the hope?  “That he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was 
spoken.”  Abraham believed that what God said to him was going to come to pass.  Now that is the 
character of faith.   
 
The object is God but the character and essence of faith is simply to believe what God says to you.  
Abraham took God at his word.  He did not find the basis and the cause to hope in the realm of his 
senses and feelings or what he could see or circumstances around him, or his own abilities to perform.  
Abraham found the ground, the reason for his hope, in God and in God’s word to him.   
Abraham knew that when he trusted God’s word to him that God could do it.  How did he trust God? - By 
trusting what God said to him. 
 
If you are going to walk by faith, you will have to walk by believing what God says to you.   A lot of 
things that people call “faith” are not faith.  I said this to some people in that camp last week, “You 
cannot be water baptized in the Dispensation of Grace by faith.”  I smiled when I said it but it is a fact.  
You can not speak in tongues today by faith.  You do it by assumption, by innocence, but you don’t do it 
by faith because God never told you to do it today.  God never told you to get water baptized today.  You 
can not go out by faith and carry out the post-resurrection commission.  God never gave that to you and 
me today to carry out and if God did not say for you to do it, you can’t do it by faith.  You do it by 
presumption.  You do it by mistake, self-deception, but you do not do it by faith.   
 

tw://bible.*/?id=23.41.23-23.41.26|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.4.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.15.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.15.6|_AUTODETECT_|


Presumption and credulity and delusion – people call that “faith.”  That is not faith.  Faith is believing 
what God says to you.  You can be sincere about things but if you don’t know what God said for you to 
do, you can not walk by faith.  And, if you do not do what you did because God said for you to do it, you 
can’t do it by faith.  It’s important that you understand what God’s word is for you.  So, the object of 
Abraham’s faith is God.  The ground or the subject of his faith is what God said to him.   

 

Romans 4:19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own 
body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet 
the deadness of Sarah's womb:  His body was functionally dead.    

Do you know how you make something weak?  You mix it up.  Abraham’s faith was not all mixed up with 
other stuff.  He believed God.  …he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an 
hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb:  (Romans 4:19) 
 

You understand that is a good verse about death.  Was Abraham dead?  No, he was a hundred years old.  
He was alive, but his body was dead.  What does that mean?  His body was functionally dead.  “Death” in 
the Bible does not mean cessation of activity.  This death here is functional death.  He had lost the ability 
of his body to function in as far as a father in reproduction.  Notice, Abraham was not troubled by looking 
within his own body at his own personal weaknesses.  (That ought to be an encouragement to you.) 
 
Abraham did not look inside and say: Well, I can’t do this so I can’t be the man God called me to be.  He 

looked inside and said: Man, I do not understand this.  I wonder how God is going to do this.  I’m going 
to watch and see.  He did not look around at the difficulty of outward circumstances.  He doesn’t look in 
at his own personal weaknesses.  He does not look at Sarah, his wife, at the outward circumstances.  She 
can’t have children.  That is not a problem to him.  He is not troubled by those things. 
 
Romans 4:19 – “And being not weak in faith, he (Abraham) considered not his own body now dead, 
when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara’s womb.”  What does that 

mean?  It means it did not work anymore.  She could not have kids.  It is a functional death.   

 

Romans 4:20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; 
but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;  

“He staggered not.”  What he is talking about there is being “double-minded.”  Come over to James, 
Chapter 1 and I will show you a parallel passage to that issue.  The man knew what God had promised 
him so though it seemed impossible, though his inward weakness, his outward circumstances, all seemed 
to mitigate against what God said would come to pass, Abraham does not stagger, he does not waver or 
vacillate.  (James 1:6-8) 
 
Abraham set God’s promise before him and said: That’s what God said and that is what I am going to 
stick with.  That is fantastic.  Do you know that?  If you want some stability, that is how you have it.   
 
Do you know why Abraham was strong in faith?  Because he knew the Lord.  He knew God.  
 
You go to a motel.  There’s a bed.  One guy comes in, takes a shower and gets in the bed and just 
enjoys the night’s rest.  The next night a fellow comes in and looks at that bed and says, “I wonder if 
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that thing will hold me up.”  He looks at himself and looks at the bed.  He goes in and takes a shower 
and comes out and looks at that bed and shakes it and gets in.  It squeaks and he lies there and worries 
all night whether or not that bed is going to hold him up.  It held both of them up but one man enjoyed 
the nice rest and the other did not.  One had confidence in the bed and the other didn’t.  What is the bed 
going to do – fall down a foot?  He just went ahead and did not worry about it.  The other guy just 
fretted and did not get anywhere.   
 
… giving glory to God; (Romans 4:20) 
 
The idea there is that Abraham just thanked God for the answer before it arrived.  He is not weak in faith 
that considers his own body or the outward circumstances with Sarah but rather, he staggers not “at the 
promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;” 
 
He says: Glory to God!  We’re going to get a seed. I am going to be the father of it.   He just glorifies 
God for it.  He is thanking God before the answer even gets there.  That is interesting to me.  What 
pleases and honors the Lord most is faith.  Do you know that?  The thing that is going to please God the 
most in your life and mine is just taking God at his word.   

 

Romans 4:21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he 
was able also to perform. (Isaac was the promised miracle seed) 

Verse 21 tells you what it means to believe God.  Abraham was fully persuaded that what God had 
promised he was also able to perform.  That is a good definition of what it is to believe.  You take God at 
his word and are fully persuaded God is going to do what he said he is going to do . . .  an excellent 
definition of faith. 
 
Abraham was strong in faith.  He knew the Lord.  He was “strong in faith.” 
 
What does that mean?  Abraham had his mind made up.   
 
I met a lady down south one time when I spent a night in Philadelphia, Mississippi in the Delphia 
(philaDELPHIA) Motel.  (I can remember that and have no idea about something important.)  Another 
man and I were leaving and there were some people cleaning up.  I went next door and gave them a 
gospel tract and talked with them a minute. This little lady says, “Yes sir.  I’m saved, sanctified, filled 
with the Holy Ghost and got a made-up mind.”  I thought, “Glory to God for that!”  “I am fully 
persuaded.”  That is great.   
 
That is what Abraham was.  He said: I’ve got a made-up mind.  God can do what he has said he’s going 
to do.  I know the Lord. 
 

Romans 4:22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.  

(Abraham was justified because his faith was strong) 

In other words, because those things were true, his faith was imputed to him for righteousness.  He had 
the righteousness of faith.   
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Please don’t misunderstand what is going on here.  Paul does not list the things in Verses 19 to 21 about 
Abraham’s faith to imply that Abraham was justified because his faith was strong, but rather, what those 
verses are telling you is that these issues of his faith demonstrated that Abraham really, genuinely 
believed God.  He had real faith.  He had genuine, heartfelt trust in the Lord.  He did not have just 
mental assent.  You know people who have that.  They just mentally agree to a set of ideals.  They get in 
trouble and ask God to help them, you know, that kind of thing.   
 
Abraham was not being deceived (self-deception).  He wasn’t just denying reality.  He did not just say; 
We do not have a kid but we are going to make out that we are going to have one.  He was not denying 
reality.  Abraham was not being presumptuous or credulous, that is, believing some outlandish kind of 
thing.   
 
Those four things: mental assent, delusion, presumption and credulity, those four things that you are 
going to find in your ministry that people substitute for faith. You need to remember those things.  
 Mental assent, delusion (self-delusion, deceiving yourself, denying reality in the face of reality), 
presumption and credulity.  People substitute those four things for faith.  Abraham had genuine faith and 
that is what Paul is illustrating.  For example, “I’ve got my healing.”  “Where is it, brother?”  “Well, it 
hasn’t just arrived yet.”  That is self-deception.  That is denying what is true.   
 
Abraham was not doing that.  He said:  We don’t have a kid but God showed up and God told me that I 
am going to have one and I am believing God.  I know he will do what he has said he is going to do.  He 
is not being credulous or he is not deluded.  He has real faith.  Because he had genuine, heartfelt trust in 
God’s word to him, he had the righteousness of faith. 
 
Verse 13 says: “For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his 
seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.” That is the whole issue in the rest of the 
chapter.  He got it not through the law, not through the rites of circumcision but he got it through 
genuine faith. 

 

Romans 4:23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was 
imputed to him;  (There is no salvation for anyone outside of Abraham!)  

In other words, God did not put it down just for Abraham’s information because Abraham did not even 
read it.  Moses wrote it.  

 

Romans 4:24 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe 
on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead;  

You see, Abraham’s justification was very similar to ours and because of that, he has a dual fathership.  
He can be a father not only to those who are of the law but to those who are not of the law.  He can be 

a father not only to the “circumcision” but to the “uncircumcision” because his justification takes place in 
Genesis 15 on a message of grace, with no works, as Verses 10 and 11 demonstrate.  
  
A minute ago I said there is no salvation outside of Abraham.  There was a promise made to Abraham 
and to his seed that you and I get in on because he is our father too.  That is why it is important that we 
have Abraham as our father.  It is that this promise was made to Abraham and the only way to get a part 
of that promise is to be one of the seed of Abraham.  
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There were a lot of promises made to Abraham, but there is one central promise that has to do with him 
being the heir of the world.  An heir inherits something.  The only way that Abraham will be able to 
inherit the world, and the only way his seed will be able to inherit the world . . .  is not Abraham and 
most of his seed dead?  Have they received the promises?  Will they?  How?  What has to happen to 
Abraham before he can receive the promise?  He must be resurrected.  The inheritance comes through 
the possession of “everlasting life.”  The one, central issue in the promise made to Abraham was the 
promise of eternal life.  Abraham understood that.   
 
For a gentile to inherit eternal life he had to become one of the seed of Abraham.  They are the people 
who are going to inherit eternal life.  Where is the seed of Abraham today?  The physical seed has been 
“set aside.”  Therefore you would be in a mess if there were no way to be a seed of Abraham except 
through his fleshly descendants, wouldn’t you?  So God justified Abraham in a unique and special manner 
while he was in uncircumcision that he might include a lot of uncircumcised people in the seed who were 
justified by hearing a message of grace and believing it just like Abraham did.  Paul is trying to explain to 
you that God has a special thing going on in our justification and God even had it planned out with 
Abraham.   
 
Paul talks about that hope of eternal life which God who cannot lie, promised before the world began.  
Foreseeing that we were coming in the Body of Christ, God justifies Abraham in a special and unique 
manner to make it possible for us to have what we have; for it to be possible for Abraham to be a dual 
father, thereby bringing to pass God’s purpose.  (Galatians 3:16) 
 
Abraham understood the issue of resurrection and eternal life being basic to the promise.  For a Gentile 
to have had eternal life he had to become the seed of Abraham because the promise was made to 
Abraham and to his seed.  In Prophecy that Gentile became one of the seed of Abraham by becoming a 
proselyte; by receiving the blessing from Israel.  Do you know what the blessing is?  Eternal life – the 
kingdom is eternal life.  That is why in Luke 18 the kingdom is equated with being eternal life and eternal 
life is equated with going into the kingdom.  (Luke 18:30)  They understood that possessing that land 
meant eternal – everlasting life. 
 
But now, Israel has been set aside.  Yet God is still able to make Abraham the father of the 
uncircumcision.  God knew about the Mystery program.  He knew it was coming, so he justified Abraham 
in a special manner while he was in uncircumcision, so that we could be children of the promise also.  So, 
Romans 4 points to Genesis 15 for two reasons: 
 
1. That is where Abraham believed a message of grace – about his seed.  He heard the message; he 
believed it and it was counted unto him for righteousness. That is where Abraham’s justification 
parallels and exemplifies ours.  But more than that, 
 
2. It is where he believed in a God who could give eternal life.  That is the promise we get in on.  
Abraham did it while he was in uncircumcision. 
 
God did all that because he could foresee the Dispensation of Grace and our need to be in the promise.  
That is what Paul meant when he said in Romans 3:21, “BUT NOW the righteousness of God without the 
law is manifest being witnessed by the law and the prophets.”  It was not revealed in them, but we can 
look back there and see that the provisions have been made with our inclusion in mind. 
 
If you will get the understanding of what is going on in Romans 4 on the basis of what we have gone 
over in this lesson, it will save you from a lot of heartache and misunderstanding with the extremes in 
dispensationalism (either the Acts 28 position or the “covenant” position – that we are prophetic Israel), 
and it will help you with Galatians 3 – where it says: 
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And if ye [be] Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
(Galatians 3:29)  
 
Now you know what the promise is and how you become a Mystery Program heir because of the special 
provision God made in Abraham to include us. 
 
In other words, the principle of righteousness by faith that is true in Abraham and that you see in 
Abraham is true of us because we are the children of Abraham.   
 
Do you see that “if?”  Please don’t misunderstand that righteous and eternal life are imputed on the 
condition of faith in the God of resurrection IF we believe on him (God) that raised up Jesus our Lord 
from the dead.”    
 
The content of our faith is different from Abraham’s but the object of our faith (God and the character of 
our faith, believing God’s word to us is the grounds of our faith) has to be the same.  His revelation to us 
is different but the object and the ground of our faith is the same: it’s God’s word; to believe in God.  
Righteousness is imputed in this bible on the condition of faith.  Now, that is what Verse 25 gets into. 
 

 

Romans 4:25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again 
for our justification.  (For our justification) 

The resurrection of Christ is the proof that His death was a sufficient and finished work.  His resurrection, 
according to Paul, is demonstration that when He gave Himself a ransom for all, the work in giving 
Himself a ransom for all is complete.  It was a fully-satisfying sacrifice.  It put away sin completely, and 
therefore God could release Christ from death and bring Him forth in life. 
 
At that cross Christ was delivered up to the justice of God to pay for our offences.  The issue of 
justification  and the issue of redemption are not the same.  They are describing different things that are 
involved in the totality of the work of Christ at Calvary, in what we call his cross work.  It takes more 
than one term to describe all that was done there because so much was done.  It is important to grasp 
that.  If you lump all those terms together as though they were the same issue, you will lose the meaning 
of them resulting in confusion.  "…and was raised again for our justification." 
 
Our justification is the result of the death of Christ for our sins and his resurrection.  Without his 
resurrection there would have been no justification.  Some time you may hear people say he was 
resurrected because of our justification.  I am aware of the Greek word there and know what it means.  
But the doctrine is what we are after here.  I want you to understand that it is on the basis of the death 
of Christ at Calvary and the redemption that he provides there, and his resurrection, that your 
justification is a possibility and a reality today.  Christ had to be resurrected in order that your justification 
is possible.  Without his complete sacrifice in putting away sin, God could not declare you righteous. 
 
When Jesus Christ hung on that cross and died, he was delivered for our offences.  God Almighty 
delivered him up in order that he might die on that cross for our sins.  God poured out his wrath on his 
Son, made Christ to be sin for us.  The justice of God executed the penalty on Christ.  That is not 
justification.  Justification comes later.  He is delivered for our offences and the penalty of sin is 
completely satisfied.  Then he was buried and death could not hold him because he has put away sin by 
the sacrifice of himself, so he is raised from the dead.  So he was raised again for our justification.  Some 
people will claim that should read because of our justification.  That is true in this sense.  What they 
mean by it is because at Calvary Christ justified us, therefore he was raised.  However, justification takes 
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place through what he did at Calvary.  Justification is not what he did there; it is the result of what he did 
there.  He dealt with our sin completely at Calvary, therefore  we can be declared righteous.  So the 
translation is correct. 
 
His resurrection is the guarantee of our justification.  It says the work at Calvary has completely put away 
sin.  If it were not completely done away with Christ would still be held in death.  So it guarantees my 
right standing. 
 
God delivered him up to the cross as the propitiation for our sins.  Look back to Romans 3:25.  God set 
the Lord Jesus Christ forth as a fully satisfying sacrifice to pay the penalty for our sins.  God delivered 
him up.  (Romans 8:32) 
 
You see, God delivers up his Son to the death of the cross.  He pays the penalty for our sins.  That is the 
cause of our justification.  The reason that we can be justified is by that fully satisfying sacrifice of Christ 
who takes away all of the penalty.  The justice of God is satisfied with his crosswork.  He is raised there 
(Verse 25) for our justification.  That is, it was for the purpose of declaring us righteous that God raised 
Christ from the dead.  Write that down.  It is for the purpose of declaring us righteous that God raised 
Christ from the dead.  It is for the purpose of declaring the believer righteous that God raised Christ from 
the dead.  That is what the verse says: “raised again for our justification.”   
 
Now, the word “for” there is the little preposition “dia.”  Dia, a preposition when used with the accusative 
case as it is here, means “on account of” or “because of.”  So, sometimes you hear people say, “That 
should be “because of” and by that they mean that he was raised because we were justified in the past.  
Well, that is not true.   
 
It is dia with the accusative and it means he was raised because of our justification but that does not put 
the justification in the past.  You can translate it “because” and still miss the point as a lot of people do.  
God did not raise Christ from the dead because he already justified us.   
 
You have to be careful with these terms.  I have talked to you over and over again about these terms 
that are used to describe what was done for us at Calvary.  Christ was not raised because he, already in 
the past, has justified us but rather he was raised so that he could be free to do so, so he would be free 
to declare us righteous.   
 
When Christ died on the cross, God took our sin and placed it on the body of his Son and poured out his 
wrath there on Christ at Calvary.  When Jesus Christ died at Calvary, he paid completely and totally the 
penalty of our sin and provided redemption for all men – a complete payment.  God Almighty’s justice 
was propitiated.  Remember Chapter 3, right?  God’s justice was satisfied by that payment for sin.  
 
Now, because the justice of God was satisfied with that payment for sin when Christ died there, he was 
buried.  Now, on the basis of his death, his fully completely, totally, satisfying sacrifice, the justice of God 
is now able to declare you and me righteous.  On the basis of the payment being made we can then be 
declared righteous.   
 
So, he raised Christ from the dead – what are the wages of sin?  Death!  It is not possible, Acts 2 says, 
that death should hold him because he put away sin by the sacrifice of himself and he came up without 
sin.  If any of the sin over here, folks, was not completely paid for, he could not have been raised from 
the dead.  Death would hold him.   
 
The resurrection of Christ signals the finished, accomplished work at Calvary.  What the resurrection 
means is that the cross work paid it all and the payment is completely finished.  The resurrection is sort 
of like a receipt marked “Paid in Full.”  Now, when you’ve got the receipt marked “Paid in Full,” then what 
can you do for the guy?  You can say, “You’re right.  You are righteous.”  And, if you are righteous God’s 
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justice is also free to impute eternal life to you because God will give eternal life to those who have 
perfect righteousness.  (We learned that in Romans, Chapter 2.)   
 
What happens is that the cross of Christ pays for our sin.  You have the negative side in the first part of 
Verse 25 – “he was delivered for our offenses.”  He paid a fully satisfying sacrifice for our sin and that he 
was raised again.  The justice of God is free to declare us righteous and to impute eternal life.  He was 
raised again so that (for the purpose, on account of the fact) God is going to justify us who believe.   
If Christ had not been resurrected there would not be a receipt marked “Paid in Full.”  You would not 
know that the payment satisfied.  He wouldn’t be the author of eternal life.  He would not be the 
possessor of life.  (1 Corinthians 15:17) 
 
The justification here, if you look over to Romans 5:18, is described as the “justification of life.”  (Romans 
5:18) Now, that is a positive thing.  The cross takes away.  Justification gives to us imputed 
righteousness and eternal life.  Justification gives us a new position, a new standing, a new place in 
Christ Jesus.  (2 Corinthians 5:21) 
 
You see, justification is not just taking away.  It is a positive thing.  Jesus Christ dies and is raised again 
so you could be declared righteous and be given eternal life.  Boy, to me that is fantastic!   
 
Don’t let somebody come along and pull that word “dia” on you.  People use that and say, “He was raised 
because …” and that’s a perfectly good way to translate it if you mean that he was raised because it was 
God’s purpose to declare righteousness to those who believe.  What people do is to translate it like that 
and then say that the justification is back there – and it’s not.  The justification is the sentence of God 
that declares us righteous on the basis of the propitiatory work of Christ at Calvary.  It stands and says 
the work is done.  It is paid in full.  You are righteous.  You’ve got eternal life.  So, you need to leave the 
verse as it is. 
 
There are three things I want you to notice before we quit here in relation to justification.   
 
1.  The penalty is paid by the blood of Christ, “delivered for our offenses.”  Chapter 5, Verse 9 talks about 
our being justified by his blood.  The penalty is paid at the cross.   
 
2.  He is raised for our justification.  In other words, we are justified by his blood, then, he is raised for 
our justification.  The ground of it is the blood of Christ.  The resurrection is the sentence in our favor 
which assures the value of the blood to us.  
 
3.  If you look back at Verse 24, that “if” - IF - we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the 
dead.   In Chapter 5, Verse 1, he says, “Therefore being justified by faith.”  Faith is that which puts us 
among the number whose representative Christ is and was on that cross.  Faith is what identifies us there 
with him.  We look back for the cause and the declaration of our justification to the cross and to the 
resurrection but we are not actually justified until we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour.   
 
I say that because some people say we are justified before the foundation of the world because Christ 
was the Lamb slain from before the foundation of the world.  Therefore, in the mind of God we were all 
justified way back yonder.   
 
That is the problem.  Can a justified man be lost?  Can a justified man be outside the Body of Christ?  
Well, if you were justified before the foundation of the world, were you ever lost?  You were not.  The 
Holy Spirit lied to you when he told you that you were, didn’t he?   
 
Were you ever outside the Body of Christ?  Sure you were or else why did he have to put you in the Body 
of Christ?  If you were justified before the foundation of the world, you couldn’t have been lost or else a 
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justified man could be lost and get out of the Body of Christ and therefore, you do not have any security.  
You want to watch out for that.   
 
Here I am: I trust Christ as my Saviour and look yonder to faith over there.  God Almighty puts me in 
Christ and in Christ I have his righteousness.  When I get in Christ, all that he did back there becomes 
mine.  In Christ, I was crucified back there.  I am not crucified over here.  That is the issue of federal 
headship just like when you were in Adam back there and you sinned.  You were not there but you were 
in Adam, your head.  You weren’t there but when you become one with Christ, everything he ever did 
becomes yours.  It becomes yours over here when you trust him.  It is not given to you before the 
foundation of the world. 
 
My dear friend, he says he has “chosen us in him before the foundation of the world.”  If you were saved 
before the foundation of the world, you have a problem there because you got in Adam.  You got out of 
Christ, in Adam and back into Christ.  How do you know you are not going to get out of Christ over here?  
You have no assurance of that.   
 
What God purposed to do was to form a Body of Christ and we who believe were made members of that 
Body.  Do you remember the verse in First Corinthians 1:21 that we studied?  It pleased God in his 
sovereign choice, in his free will, he chose to save them that believe (we who believe are in Christ).  God 
chose all those people who get into Christ, who are in Christ before the foundation of the world.  God had 
a purpose before the foundation of the world to form a body of believers. 
 
Now, Chapter 3:21 to the end of Chapter 4 is a very important section.  In Chapter 3:21 you get into this 
“Now time” revelation.   But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested: … (Romans 
3:21-22)  You see down through the verses the remedy for sin through the sacrifice of Christ at Calvary.  
Then you see beginning in Verse 28, the result of revelation that faith has always been the issue with 
God.  He is free now to justify us because of the sacrifice of Christ there at Calvary that satisfied the 
justice of God, but he is also free, having justified us, to impute eternal life to all those who believe.  That 
is the issue in Chapter 4.   
 
He overcomes the problem of us not being the seed of Abraham by the special, unique manner he 
justifies Abraham and he declares that we partake in that promise of eternal life on the basis of our being 
righteous and on the basis of having the righteousness by faith and following in the steps of Abraham our 
father - genuine, real, heartfelt faith in God’s Word to us. 
 
We are justified by his blood.  He was raised for our justification.  We are justified by faith.  Those three 
elements are brought together again here in this passage.   
 
That means, He was “handed over.”  Delivered. 
 
These are some of the greatest verses in the Bible from which to preach the gospel.  Every single word in 
these verses give preaching material.  “Christ died for our sins.”   
Christ died.  Isn’t that a puzzle?  Why would Christ have died for OUR sins?  If you take the little three 
letter word “for” between those words and you have the gospel and the answer to the two greatest 
riddles men ever heard.  Why did Christ die?  Why sin?  Christ died for our sins. (Romans 8:32) 
 
In Romans 4:25, he says, “Who was delivered (just freely handed over) for our offences.” 
 
 

Romans: 5 
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Before we go on to Chapter 6, I want to go back and go over something.  
 
There are three time periods there in that demonstration above: 
Adam to Moses  No Law 
Moses    Law 
Paul   Grace 
 
Mr. O’Hair used to publish an outline that says “by Adam we have the entrance of sin.  By Moses we have 
the knowledge of sin, and by Christ we have the forgiveness of sin.” 
 
Those three time periods do two things: 
 
1) They illustrate those three issues I pointed out to you as we came down through those passages – 
Verse 6, 8 and 10: The helplessness in Verse 6, the sinfulness in Verse 8 and the rebellion in Verse 10.  
2) They illustrate how death reigned in the law program, therefore, sin with it, and how grace reigns in 
the Age of Grace. 
 
There are two passages in Paul’s epistles where he identifies his dispensational viewpoint of the Bible:  
Ephesians 2 and this passage of Romans.  In this Romans passage Paul does something he does not do 
in Ephesians 2.  That is, he identifies specific dispensational divisions within the Time Past framework. 
 
TIME PAST 
Circumcision 
  Middle Wall of      ////////////////      Partition (Separating them) 
Uncircumcision 
  
Then you have the crucifixion of Christ, the coming of the Holy Spirit, the fall of Israel and salvation goes 
to the Gentiles.  Israel falls away and then there is the Body of Christ, called in Ephesians the BUT NOW.  
The comes the rapture of the church, the wrath to come, the 2nd coming and then the millennial 
kingdom.   
 

 
 
That is basically Ephesians, Chapter 2 drawn out for you. 
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Now let’s take Romans 5 and try to fit it into that.  You will see something things about Time Past here 
that are not in Ephesians. 
 
Time Past is in two parts: 
1)  Adam to Moses (Placed on the above chart way to the left – the beginning.) 
2) Moses       (Placed a distance representing about 1500 years after Adam.) 
 
Prior to Moses Israel was not a nation.  They were a family and a tribe.  The missing guy between Adam 
and Moses is Abraham, a tremendous figure in Israel’s history.  It was with Abraham that God begins to 
build that middle wall of partition and call out of the nations (the Gentiles) a group of people who are to 
be his chosen people. The time frame from Adam to Moses has a name in Paul’s epistles.  You sort of get 
an idea of the name by backward reasoning.  We know what the time period from Moses on was called in 
Time Past; it is called “The Law.” 
 
Chapter 5: our security in Christ; our peace in Him; the access we have to God through Him; our 
standing in grace; the hope - the rapture; the present security in trials; the ability to have endurance 
under pressure; the old creation and the new creation, etc.   

 

Peace with God Through Faith 

Chapter 3= Issue of Justification 

Chapter 4= Issue of Eternal Life  

Chapter 5= Issue of our security.  Much more in 5:9  

Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ:   (Present posession)  (Peace means no more enimity with God) 

(Peace is the absence of anger, enmity, wrath and strife) (Instead of pouring out his wrath he sent out a message 

called the Gospel of the Grace of God)  (No one will be “saved” until they know they need a Saviour) (Why would 

God forgive your sins just because you confess them? The wrath of God comes upon the man in Chapter 2 because 

they does not have perfect righteousness) 

The book of Romans is milk doctrine.  It is basic edification doctrine, establishment truth, foundational 
information.  You learn that in the introduction.  You learn where to put the book of Romans.  As 
foundational material it comes first.  The first book a person ought to read after being saved is the book 
of Romans.  In fact, when you introduce someone to the Lord, you ought to right then and there, help 
them begin to memorize Romans 5:1-11.  That is the greatest passage in the Bible on eternal security. 
 
We are justified by faith.  That is the means whereby it is appropriated. 
 
"Therefore being justified by faith."  In other words between Romans 3:28 and Romans 5:1, he works 
over the issue of what it is to be justified by faith without the deeds of the law—without works.   
 
In other words, because we are justified by grace through faith in the blood of Christ, we have . . . and 
he begins to list some things we that we have. 
 
Do you notice in that verse the phrase “being justified . . .  we have?”  That is an extremely important 
connection for you to make there.  Because of who you are in Christ, you have some possessions.  What 
we are in Christ lies at the root of everything that we have in him.  This passage - the first eleven verses 
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of Romans 5, is probably the greatest passage in Paul’s epistles on the issue of the security of the 
believer.  Bob O’Hair, son of J. C. O’Hair, has repeatedly told me that his Dad quoted Romans 5:1-11 on 
his death bed and said that it is the first passage every new believer should read.  The reason for that is 
it tells you what you have in Christ.  Now that you are in him, it lays the foundation of your security.  
Although the terminology of eternal security is not mentioned here, it is the issue in the passage. 
 
“Being justified…”  Notice it begins with “Therefore.”  On the basis of what he said in Chapters 3 and 4, 
“being justified by faith,” now you can understand the “now time” revelation given to Paul.  You can 
understand that you have a perfect standing before God so that now he can impute eternal life to you 
along with his righteousness.  “Being justified we have.”  We now know we have some certain things 
because we are justified.  These things are ours because of what God has made us in Christ; not because 
of ourselves.     
 
Everything is the result of Christ’s death, his cross work, his complete, full payment at Calvary.  That is 
the preaching of what was accomplished for you at the cross.  How does the cross affect you?  It gives 
you peace with God. 
 
What does Paul mean by “peace with God?”  Peace is the absence of anger, enmity, wrath and strife.  
The barrier of sin has been removed; therefore, the justice of God is satisfied.  So that God’s justice does 
not deal with us on the basis of wrath.  Now we have an adequate, a complete and totally acceptable 
standing before God.  Peace is the absence of malice, anger, wrath and strife.  The justice of God is 
satisfied through propitiation that is in Christ; through the fully satisfying payment made by the cross 
work of Calvary.  Therefore, the justice of God is free to respond to you and me in a positive manner, 
giving us God’s righteousness.  Because we have God’s righteousness imputed to our account, he can 
also impute eternal life to us.  God is then able to deal with us in a positive manner.  Because of that we 
have a wonderful possession.  There is no longer war between me and God.   Now we have a perfect 
standing, a totally acceptable standing, before God.  There is peace; no war.  Peace is the absence of 
war and strife, enmity and anger.  The justice of God is satisfied through the propitiation in Christ’s 
blood.  The propitiatory sacrifice of Christ completely satisfies God’s justice. 
 
Therefore the justice of God is free to respond to you and me in a positive manner, giving us God’s 
righteousness by imputing it to our account.  Because we have God’s righteousness imputed to us, he 
can also impute to us eternal life, dealing with us in a favorable, positive manner. 
 
The fact there is peace is important.  Until now we have studied about the wrath of God.  Remind 
yourself about what we have already been over: (Romans 1:18) 
 
Paul tells us what we are missing in Chapter 2: (Romans 2:3) 
 
That is no issue with us because we have peace with God!  (Romans 2:4-5) 
 
Who will render to every man according to his deeds: (Romans 2:6) 
 
Now here is what you are going to get when you deal with the justice of God on the basis of your own 
works.  Watch what happens: (Romans 2:7) they get eternal life. 
 
When we speak of “peace with God” we are not speaking simply of a cessation of hostility.  A peace 
treaty like one during the Vietnam War – a Christmas peace treaty – was one of only a few days.  In 
Beirut they had a “cease fire” and peace during the “cease fire.”  However, peace with God is not merely 
a cessation of hostility that is ready at any moment to break out again, but rather indicates a complete 
settlement of the issue.  -  Complete, total payment of the debt.  It’s as though I received a receipt 
marked PAID IN FULL, and now there is no longer an issue between me and God.  The last line of a 
poem by Major Andre reads: 
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On Christ almighty vengeance fell 
That would have sunk a world to hell 
But he bore it for all the race 
And thus became my hiding place. 
 
The whole issue is settled.  Sin and its guilt and condemnation never again intrude into my relationship 
with God.  The consequences of sin are completely done away with and the result is quietness, 
confidence and assurance. 
 
John Newton wrote a poem and you may know the hymn to it: 
 
In evil long I took delight, 
Un-awed by shame or fear. 
‘Till a new object struck my sight 
And stopped my wild career. 
 
I saw one hanging on a tree 
In agony and blood. 
He fixed his anguished eyes on me 
As near his cross I stood. 
 
Oh, never ‘till my latest breath 
Shall I forget that look. 
It seemed to charge me with his death 
Though not a word he spoke. 
 
My conscience felt and owned the guilt 
And plunged me in despair 
I saw my sins his blood had spilt 
And helped to nail him there. 
 
A second look he gave 
Which said, I freely all forgive. 
This blood for thy ransom paid. 
I died that thou mayest live. 
 
Thus while his death my sin displayed 
In all its blackest hue, 
Such is the mystery of grace, 
For it seals my pardon too. 
 
Complete payment of the sin debt resulting in total quietness – peace with God.  And when I have peace 
with God, all fear of ever facing the angry face of God is removed.  That is being justified with God by the 
cross work of Christ!  Christ died for all my sins – past, present and future.  God is now free to give me 
something I did not deserve, the righteousness that brings eternal life with him and that is complete 
peace. 
 
With this position we have in Christ we have peace and access with God by faith.   
 
        Body of Christ  
 



   Here’s you:               

        You 
 
When you trust the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour, God the Holy Spirit places you into the Body of 
Christ.  (1 Corinthians 12:13) 
 
Paul is laying the ground work for how you as a believer are to deal with sin by impressing this issue of 
our permanent right standing – our permanent favorable relationship with the justice of God through the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
What about “falling from grace?”  There are a lot of confusing religious signals put out about this subject.  
The term “falling from grace” is generally used as a reference to losing that position you have in Christ.  
The idea they give is that you lose your salvation.  But when you begin to look at the passage it comes 
from, that is not the issue at all.  (Galatians 5:1-4)  
 

Romans 5:2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace 
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (Eternal standing) 

It is by faith we have access into grace.  In our lives day in and day out we are to recognize the merits of 
the finished work of Christ – to realize what that means.  We are then by faith to appropriate those 

things because they belong to us.  We are to see all that Christ has done through Calvary.  We are to 
realize that all Christ did there “is mine.”  You discover in the Word of God all that he has done for you in 
Christ and then, by faith, you say, “that’s mine!  It is mine because I am in Christ Jesus.”   
 
Paul says in Ephesians 6:10, “be strong in the Lord.”    He is not saying to let the Lord strengthen you.   
He is saying to be strong in the position you already have in Christ.  Take your stand where God put you 

– in Christ.  If something comes along and tries to make you feel rejection and punishment, you say:  
Lord, I have been made the righteousness of God in HIM.  Eph. 1:6 – I’ve been made “accepted in the 
beloved.”  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of his grace; (Ephesians 1:7)  Do you see the grace principle there – that everything is given to me 
in Christ?   
 
The motivation of the grace principle is love.  It is gratitude.  God gave it all to us.  The motivation for 

service is our gratitude to God.  Do you remember what Romans 12:1-2 says?  See also Titus 3:7-8. 
 
We have something additional: 
 
Two things we have:  1) access, and 2)  hope of the glory of God. 
 
In the commentaries you will find a little discussion about this.  Some say there are three things there:  

access, grace and hope of the glory of God.  Sometimes I will list all three in order to try to explain them, 
but you that are taking this class understand enough that I need not do all of that.   
 
When he says, “By whom also we have access” we understand that to be the issue.  How do we have 
access?  By faith.  Where do we have access?  Into this grace wherein we stand.  The grace that we 
stand in is all that is given us in Christ.  It is all we have in the Lord Jesus Christ.  By virtue of being 
justified by the blood of Christ, we have an access, a pathway, an entrance, free admission into this 

grace wherein we stand. 
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Let’s look at an illustration of the problem with access.  First, there is a dispensational issue.  Do you 
remember when they built the tabernacle in the wilderness?  There was the altar, the laver, the holy of 
holies divided into half – with the ark on it, the table of showbread, the candlestick and the altar of 
incense.  How many times a year did the high priest get into the holy of holies?  Once a year.  That was 
where the Shekinah Glory – God’s presence - was manifested.  Once a year the high priest went in and 
offered the sacrificial blood on the mercy seat, then came out again.  They got into God’s presence only 
one time each year.  That veil was there for the purpose of stopping their access, restricting them from 
the presence of God.  Had they gone in they would have died.  The glory of God would have slain them.  
They feared God and stood away.  (Acts 3:1) 
 
They had to wait until “the hour of prayer.”  Do you have to wait until “the hour of prayer” to pray?  No.  
Paul says, “Be instant.  Pray without ceasing.”  They could not say that back in Time Past.   Paul’s words 
are a dispensational command.  We have instant, continuous access.   Song writers don’t always write 
good doctrine into their songs.  Therefore, there is a dispensational issue about “access.”   
  
While all of that is true, it is not really the issue in Romans 5.  We need to understand all those things are 
true and encompassed in Romans 5 but there is something a little more involved in the passage talking 
about access.  There has been a great dispensational change take place to allow the access we have 
today as compared to Time Past. 
 
Because we are justified through the Lord Jesus Christ, we have access to the grace of God wherein we 
stand.  That word stand means to be firmly standing; to stand solidly and fixed.  We are un-moveable 
from this grace wherein we stand.  (1 Corinthians 15:1) 
 
“We have access (a passageway, a free way) in to this grace.  Notice our access is “by faith.”  How do we 
utilize the access to the position we have in Christ?  By faith.  “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the 
Word of God.”  Sin has been dealt with by the justice of God completely and totally.  We recognize that 
fact by faith and we stand in that fact by faith.  When we sin we do not work to get right.  Rather we 
recognize and utilize the access way that we already have in grace.  We do not need to continually seek 
God’s favor by religious activities.  We have a continuing relationship with the justice of God through the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  It does not end.  That’s what Paul means when he says we are “saved by his life.”  
(Romans 5:10)  He died as the sacrifice for our sins.  He was raised as the receipt and he stands there in 
God’s presence as the “Paid in Full” receipt.  That is why God can say about me, “He’s righteous.”  He 
sees me “in Christ.” 
 
In Chapter 5 of Romans, Paul is talking about how secure we are and how God’s justifying us through the 
blood of Christ has fixed it so that we can deal with sin as justified people in permanent, favorable 
relationship with the justness of God.  When saved by grace through faith, we don’t deal with sin as a 
partially justified person, but as a completely, totally justified person in continual, eternal, favorable 
relationship with God.  Paul is laying the groundwork in this chapter for what he is going to get on with in 
Chapter 6, 7 and 8 about dealing with sin in your life. 
 
It is fantastic to see that we are “in grace” and have access by faith, taking God at his word.  We have 
the security.  We have this fantastic standing in grace.  Did you know that you never get out of fellowship 
with God?  We don’t need to confess our sin to get God to forgive our sins in order to stay in fellowship 
with God.  I realize there is such a teaching being given in Grace circles, but there is no verse of scripture 
written to us that speaks of that.  I know what they do with 1 John 1. 9.  But when John was talking 
about being in and out of fellowship with God, he was talking about walking in the darkness and walking 
in light.  Those are terms describing saved and lost people, not believers in fellowship and out of it.  One 
cannot be a believer out of fellowship with God because fixed the believer in such a way that he has an 
eternal relationship with him.  So recognize who you are –  
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Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: (Romans 5:1) 
 
We are not cut off from God.  We have eternal access to him.  Fellowship means to share in common.  
The purpose of the gospel was to call you into the fellowship of his Son, (1 Corinthians 1:9) and if you 
lose that fellowship you are going to hell.  But God tells us, through Paul that we cannot get out of that 
fellowship in the Grace program.  People use all kinds of goofy terms they get from denominationalism 
and tradition.  The nation Israel had to keep “a short account system.”  In our next lesson we will look at 
how the writer of the book of Hebrews said, You used to have a short account system, but NOW we have 
a fully satisfying sacrifice in Christ and you don’t need that short account system anymore.  You have it 
all in HIM.  You have access; a new and living way.   
 
That is exactly what Paul tells us in Chapter 3 of Romans, about how God justifies men in every age 
through the blood of Christ at Calvary in his propitiatory sacrifice and is applying it to Israel with their 
program, while Paul applies it to us in the Body of Christ. 
 
Your ministry is going to have to be based on bringing people into a proper orientation to the standing in 
Grace.  You will have some who will get justified by grace through faith in the finished work of Christ, 
and then they will think the way they stay saved is by trying to take care of sin themselves (what they 
couldn’t do to start with.)   The way we get justified is the way we stay justified, because the justice of 
God is satisfied by the work of Christ at Calvary.  That work gives you an eternally favorable standing 
with God.  And through that you have access by faith.  When you sin you need to remember that.  Don’t 
go back and start all over again.  Deal with sin as a justified person does, not crucifying the Son of God 
afresh.  We will get into that in the latter part of Chapter 5, and 6, 7 and 8. 
 
The basis of it all is what you have because you are who God made you to be in Christ. 
 
We have free and unbroken access into our position in Christ – into the grace wherein we stand.  It is not 
an interrupted access.  We are never barred from our acceptable standing before God.  That is the 
security we have in Christ due to the fact that the justice of God is satisfied by his sacrifice at Calvary.  
God’s justice, offended by sin, has been completely satisfied through the propitiation Christ made at 
Calvary where he paid in full all of our sin debt.  God’s justice is happy with us and now responds to us in 
a positive manner.   
 
I am trying to emphasize the fact that we have an adequate standing with free access, available any 
time.  The access is never closed and it requires no deals made with God by making promises you try to 
keep in your own power.  We don’t access by confessing one sin or another.  We already have 
forgiveness.  We already have a complete and adequate standing.  Just use it.  Live like the person God 
has made us to be and: 
 
…rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:2) 
 
Being justified,  
 
We have peace with God. 
We have access 
We have the ability to rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
 
Write down the definition of hope and learn it.  When you see that word in Paul’s epistles, it means . . . 
 
An eager anticipation of a sure thing. 
 
The eager anticipation of a sure coming event. 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.5.1|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.1.9|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.5.2|_AUTODETECT_|


Paul is not saying I wish, maybe, possibly, I’d like for it to happen.  When he says hope he talking about 
something that is positively, for sure, coming.  The majority of the references to hope in Paul’s epistles 
are references to the rapture.  Check them out.     Most often it refers to the “blessed hope,” that eager 
anticipation of that coming event.  Here it is the hope of glory. 
 
Notice that Paul says that we rejoice in hope of the glory of God, anticipating the glory of God being ours.  
Compare that verse with Romans 3:23.  Here’s a great subject to preach about.  (Romans 3:23) 
 
Isn’t that the natural thing to be – the natural fear and dread when sinful men stand in the presence of 
the glory of God?  There is quite a change when you get to Chapter 5.  Now we eagerly anticipate our 
participation in the glory of God.  Quite a change!  Justification produces quite a change in our status.  It 
produces a transformation from what we were to where we are and now we rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God!  What is the glory of God?  (We studied it in Chapter 3.) 
 
The glory of God is – all that he is.  The glory of God is the manifest presence of God; the declaration of 
all that he is.  And that is what we are going to enter into.  And more than just entering into it, we are 
going to reflect that glory to others.  One day, the Lord Jesus Christ is going to come back to take the 
church, the Body of Christ out of this world.  When we go meet him in the air – at that point the dead in 
Christ will rise first and we which remain shall be caught up together to meet them in the clouds, and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord – Philippians 3:20-21 says:  (Philippians 3:20-21) 
 
Being justified, we have peace with God.  There is not any conflict in war – there is peace; total 
acceptance, access.  I never have God’s angry face barring me from his presence.  Christ took care of my 
failures.  He knew about them before I was ever born.   
 
Here is an outline for that passage. 
 
We have peace with God because the penalty of sin was paid. 
We have access into this grace wherein we stand because the power of sin has been broken. 
We rejoice in hope of the glory of God because the presence of sin will be removed. 
 
That is salvation from the penalty, the power and the presence of sin. 
 
The penalty for sin was paid.  (At Calvary) 
The power of sin has been broken.  (It can’t interfere with my access into grace.) 
The presence of sin is removed.  (Only God’s glory will be seen) 
 
All of that has to do basically with the position we have in Christ.  That is our heritage in Christ.  That is 
security. 
 
We have the ability to go in and appropriate this grace (that we stand in by faith) and see it become a 
reality in our life.  Phillipians 4:1 
 
In Romans 5:2, Paul says, “We have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand.”  We can 
appreciate our blessings by studying the word of God.  You will never appreciate what you have in Christ 
until you get in the word of God.  You will never enjoy the assets that you have in Christ until you get in 
the word of God.  He has given you every divine operating asset that he has for you and that you will 
ever need.  It is yours; it belongs to you; you possess it.  It is yours in Christ. 
 
Roman 5:2 – “By whom (by Christ) also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”   
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That is it!  We have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand.  Here is an illustration of that word 
“access”.  There’s the door and it’s closed.  But if the door is open and you can go in, then you have 
access.  And, it is by faith.  Faith is what takes you by the hand and leads you in to this treasure that God 
has for you and says, “There it is!  It’s real!” 
 
Do you want to have access to your forgiveness, to your justification, and to your redemption?  Do you 
want to see these things, not just be yours, but be in your actual possession and in your use on a daily 
basis and in the experience of your life day in and day out?  Do you want them to have the affect in your 
life that God intends them to have?  Then, you walk by faith. 
 
And, Satan’s goal is to cause you not to take your stand in the position that you have, not to let the 
blessings that you have in Christ be appropriated in your life, not to have their affect in your life.  And if 
you are there, and you say, “Well, that’s good because I understand these blessings, and I do have them 
and know what they are.”  Well, then Satan wants to dislodge you.  First, he wants to keep you from 
getting there, and keep you from taking your stand.  Then, if you are standing, he wants to cause you 
not to withstand.  He wants to cause you to fall over, or dislodge you, or push you off of the blessing.   
 
And he has a lot of tricks to do that with, and a lot of ways that he seeks to do that.  He uses diversions, 
and disillusionment, and discouragement, and differences, and divisions, and all kinds of ways.  I wish we 
had time to sit and spend a couple of hours on this.  But, for now let me just give you a few verses.  I 
wish we had time to go through, in great detail, all the terminology that Paul uses to describe the 
Adversary’s attempts to cause you not to stand, where he comes against you to try to dislodge you away 
from the truth.  Colossians 2:8 
 
 

Romans 5:3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing 
that tribulation worketh patience;  

And not only [so], but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; (Romans 
5:3) 
 
We don’t have only what he just told us about in the first two verses.  But we glory in tribulations also.  
There’s not just all that he told us about, but there is one more thing about justification.  It is quite 
natural to rejoice in the hope of future glory, but Paul says that we glory in our present tribulations.  We 
rejoice in the glory to come, but we also rejoice in the troubles we have right now.  Justification makes it 
so that we can rejoice over present troubles.  Justification does more than qualify us for a future 
package.  It’s great to look forward to something in the future but we need something in the present 
also.  This doctrine of justification is adequate for both the future and the present.  It is able to stand the 
test of time as well as eternity. 
 
Trouble, pressure, problems, disappointments, difficulties, heartaches, hardships are taken care of by 
justification.  Why do we glory in tribulations?  How can we rejoice in trouble?  Look at the next word in 
Verse 3 – “knowing that tribulation worketh patience.”  Paul says there is something we now know about 
how God is dealing with us that changes our whole perspective about trouble, problems and heartaches 
in our life.  We know that trouble works patience.  Trouble in our life is no longer the consequence of the 
wrath of God on us because we are justified.  We have peace with God.  We know that tribulation works 
in our lives.  It is producing a positive in us.  Paul is talking about the re-orientation of our present 
experiences in life based on the fact that we are a justified person.  When we are justified and 
understand all about our position in Christ and our right standing before God, we need to realize that it is 
not all non-experiential.  The doctrine is non-experiential, (we don’t feel our righteousness before the 
justice bar of God) but that affects the way we handle the details of our lives every day.  We need to re-
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orient our thinking about the way we live our lives.  We need to handle the details in our lives on the 
basis of the fact that we are now justified and that now the justice of God is satisfied with us. 
 
Therefore, there are some things I need to know about tribulation.  For instance, tribulation works.  
There will be trouble in your life, but the tribulation has a different purpose for the justified person.   
“Tribulation worketh patience.”  Tribulation does not come because of God’s wrath against sin.  It may 
come as a natural consequence of your sin, but now, as justified, that trouble will be used in a positive 
manner in your life to develop patience.  That is a different way to look at trouble, isn’t it?  Think about it 
like this:  justification gives you peace with God.  But justification can not give you patience.  Troubles 
give you patience if you handle them right.  When you respond to trials and tribulations in your life as a 
justified person should respond, then they produce patience.  Patience only comes in the experiences of 
life. 
The justice of God is free to deal with us in a positive manner in order to build us up and to make us 
stronger in Him.  Trouble makes us run to the LORD.  Pressures and problems make us lean on him so he 
can take those things that before were negative things and at that time had no purpose except to 
express the wrath of God against sin, and now use those things in a positive manner because his justice 
is satisfied.  The wrath is gone there is no extraction of a penalty, only the positive response of his justice 
and those things have a purpose in the life of a believer – they work patience. 
 
Patience works experience.  But we can look at the nasty now and now and say that we know something 
about even that.  Because of our justification, God takes even our problems and causes them to produce 
positive results.  The justice of God is free to handle those things in a positive manner.  Tribulation is 
trouble.  Pressure, strains, difficulties, hardships, afflictions, problems, disappointments – whatever they 
might be – have a purpose in the life of a believer.  It is not the same in the life of an unsaved man. 
 
Sometimes we talk about “suffering for the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Be careful about that, because a lot of 
times when people talk about suffering for Christ they are suffering for their own sakes.  Their own 
ignorance or hard headedness got them into the trouble in the first place.  But there is such a thing as 
suffering for your own sake.  Don’t blame your getting drunk, hitting a telephone pole and hurting your 
head on the Lord.  If you spend money you ought not to spend, don’t blame that on the Lord.  And don’t 
blame it on the devil either.  Admit your error and get it right.  If you can be responsible for something 
you did wrong, you can get it right.  If it something you are not responsible for there is nothing you can 
do about it.  Most people don’t want to be responsible for their mistakes so they can get rid of the blame.  
If you know how to handle problems like that as a believer, you know that if you can be responsible for 
it, you can fix it because God has given you Grace to take care of those things.  He has equipped you to 
do it.  (1 Peter 2:19-20) 
 
If you get in the flesh and live the way you want to live and then you get into trouble, don’t blame that 
on suffering for Jesus.  There is a distinct difference between the two.  But when you go back to Romans 
5 you notice that Paul does not make a difference between them.  He just said “trouble.”  That tells me 
that in Romans 8:22 to 28 Paul talks about suffering and some of that is the undeserved suffering of just 
being in creation and he says God will take all things and work them together for good.  That means God 
can take the things in your life – when handled properly – even the things you did that were wrong and 
caused you trouble - the justice of God can take even those things and teach you to make them work.  
Even when you stump your toe and you have to get up and say, “Yep, I’m guilty as sin itself and I thank 
God for the freedom and justification I have in Christ, and as a justified person I refuse to live under sin.  
I have been redeemed and set free from this sin.  I refuse to live under its bondage and chains any 
longer and I’m going to live like a justified and redeemed man ought to live.  And I’m going to handle it 
as God would have me handle it.”  As you begin to do that you begin to see the Lord is working that stuff 
out.  
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Tribulation works patience.  Simply put, patience is the issue of having persistence or fortitude.  Patience 
is steadfastness; an unwavering endurance.  Some one has defined patience as “peace under pressure.”  
I like that definition.  You are going to need some patience.  (2 Timothy 4:2) 
 
Longsuffering is patience; staying at it.  God never calls you to go out and talk to someone and say to 
them:  “Okay, you don’t want it?  Just forget it.”  That is not what God gave you to do.  There is not a 
verse in that Bible to justify that kind of activity.  When you get cocky and precocious and proud and all 
bent out of shape, and think you should dust off your feet and give up, you are not doing that in grace.  
That is doing it your way and that is not being patient or exercising longsuffering.  If you don’t exhibit 
patience God will start with you just where you need it – he will teach you patience.  How will that 
happen?  With tribulation.  If you don’t want trouble, you better be patient.   
 
Sometimes I think about the Lord looking down at us, silly and dumb as we are, carrying on as though 
we know what we are doing, and I picture the Lord having a good laugh at us.  Don’t think it’s crazy to 
think about the Lord like that; the Lord has a sense of humor!  He used to poke fun at those prophets all 
the time.   As the Lord loves us, haven’t you ever watched your children and enjoyed them as they try to 
accomplish things on their own?  I think about the Lord doing that and him having a good time of 
fellowship watching us.  He isn’t mad at us.  He rejoices in what he is accomplishing in us.  When we get 
off in our flesh it ought to embarrass us.  That ought to make us want to get right and to please him – to 
serve him and live for him in a way that he can smile and be proud of us. 
My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;  (James 1:2-4) 
 
Our position in Christ by virtue of being justified not only equips us to rejoice in the future but it equips 
us to handle the “nasty now and now” also.  Our position in Christ is adequate to deal with the present as 
well as the future.  We talk about eternal life being a free gift, and so it is.  People need to be brought 
face-to-face with the issues of life and death, but they gospel also equips you to handle NOW.  Eternal 
life is a present possession for you and extends from right now through eternity future.   
 
That makes it possible for us to rejoice in our problems.  Now, no sane person rejoices in trouble for 
trouble’s sake!  We get excited with the knowledge of our future in The Ages To Come and that is the 
same way we are encouraged to glory in trouble right now because of what we know about how rightly 
handling trouble will affect our present and our future.  We know something about problems, infirmities, 
difficulties, pressures, heartaches and disappointments now that causes us to be able to look at them in a 
positive way and have joy in them just like we rejoice in the thought of our glorious future.  It is more 
than escapism.  It is equipping – making us something that can be used for God’s glory. 
 
“…knowing that tribulation worketh patience;” Now we know that tribulation has a purpose in our lives.  
God’s justice is free to respond to us in a positive manner and to use these troubles to develop us and 
make us stronger in him.  We described patience in the last lesson as “peace under pressure.”  We saw 
in James 1 that the trying of your faith works patience and how troubles come and test you to see if you 
are going to stick with the Book.  When you rely upon the Word, the Holy Spirit of God takes that word to 
energize you, giving you peace under pressure.  When trouble comes you learn to rely upon the Lord and 
trust in him, keeping your mind “stayed on him.”  
 

Romans 5:4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope:  (Tribulations, 

patience, experience, hope) 

Patience then works experience.  Experience is skill in handling problems – it is that proof that the Word 
of God works in your life.  It is the maturity of character and the greatness of soul that comes from 
having proof that you know to be true transferred into the details of your life.  You suddenly recognize it 
as happening in your life.  Experience is the ability to prove a thing.  When you have a problem with your 
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automobile, who do you take it to?  You take it to someone who has had a lot of experience at handling 
problems in a successful way. 
 
Trouble comes along giving you experience handling it and that gives you experience – skill – in handling 
the problem. 
 
And – experience works hope. 
 
Hope is the confident expectancy of better things to come.  When you get some skill at handling 
problems, you gain confidence in God’s sustaining power and the grace of God to deliver you and sustain 
you in trouble.  You find out that God really is not going to let you down so that the next time trouble 
comes your way, you have some experience and some hope.  You also know that the trouble did not 
come from the wrath of God.  Lots of believers think that every time something troublesome happens 
that God is angry with them.  How depressing that would be to think that God is punishing you for every 
sin you commit.  Paul tells us we know better than that.  We know trouble does not come from the wrath 
of God against us.  God took care of all that on the cross at Calvary.  God is not mad at us.  His justice is 
free to take these problems that come along in life and use them in a positive way.  Tribulation works 
patience.  It gives us the ability to try our faith and stay with the Word, and that gives us experience in 
handling problems and gives hope and hope, Verse 5, “maketh not ashamed.”  
 
We have no disappointment nor feel let down.  Rather we have an increased confidence in God to sustain 
and deliver us.  We are not ashamed but are bold in those situations.  We look at the situation and 
recognize that God is working in a positive manner.  
You have to have the divine viewpoint in tribulation in order to be bold in tribulation.  You need to 
understand the issue of basic justification in order for you to not be ashamed in tribulations. 
 
There is never any growth without pressure.  There is never any growth without obstacles.  There is 
never any growth without problems. 
 
When a baby grows it causes problems.  The baby soon needs a new bed.  Sooner than that it will need 
new clothes.  If you think a baby crying at night is a problem, wait until they get to walking around!  
They get into everything and you spend time chasing them.  Growth always brings problems of some 
sort.  So when the problems come, having a clear understanding that we have been justified and who we 
are because of that justification, we can endure the problems with peace.  That gives us ability to handle 
bigger problems!  That results in hope and confidence. 
 
I have seen some saints handle problems which if they were on my shoulders I felt I couldn’t handle.  
But they learned to handle smaller problems before that.  When you get into the ministry you are going 
to have to learn to handle some problems.  Read Paul’s epistles to see what problems he had.  It isn’t 
easy.  It hurts sometimes, but we don’t work by our feelings, do we?  We shouldn’t.  We should stay with 
the Word of God – not go back to handling these things on the basis of human viewpoint. 

 

 

Romans 5:5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.  
(Eternal life is a present possession for you and extends from right now through eternity future)   

Verses 3, 4 and 5 bring you to the place where suddenly you can appreciate the love that God has for us 
in a way that you never could appreciate it before.  All those things demonstrate God’s love. 
 



Let’s define the word “love”.  That word is “agapé” which I’m sure you have heard many times.  “Agapé” 
is a mental attitude of value and esteem.  Remember that definition for a test question.  That is from W. 
E. Vine’s Expository of New Testament Words. 
 
The idea of all this is that by knowing that tribulation worketh patience and patience experience, and 
experience hope and hope maketh not ashamed, we are learning how highly it is that God values and 
esteems us.  Paul says that love is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.  
 
I will stop here to say that is the first time the Holy Spirit has been mentioned in the book of Romans 
since back in Chapter 1, Verse 4.  And he is not mentioned again until Chapter 8, Verse 2.  So this is the 
first time he is mentioned in relationship to the believer until you get to Chapter 8.  And we learn several 
things:  
 
We learn that the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost,  
Which is given unto us. 
 
It is important to note that you possess the Holy Spirit.  Paul assumes you understand the basic 
information that you and I are possessors of God, the Holy Spirit and that he has a purpose; he sheds 
the love of God abroad in our heart.  That shedding abroad of God’s love is like a great river coursing and 
flowing over our soul. 
 
It is the Holy Spirit that takes the Word of God that we understand and builds up in our soul strength.  
We are strengthened by his Spirit in the inner man.  The problems make us stay by the Word of God and 
that is what energizes us.   
 
You and I have a hope that the world does not have.  (Vs. 2)  But we’ve also been left in this world.  The 
world has tribulation.  The world cannot boast in trouble; it is just what comes.  But we are able to boast 
in our troubles.  We suffer the common lot of the world, but we look at the trouble and instead of 
wringing our hands we recognize it to have a purpose in our life.  We know who we are, where we are 
going so that we can boast in our lives in the situation regardless of the circumstances.  We can boast in 
God’s willingness to use us regardless of the circumstances.  Isn’t it fascinating that God would use you 
or me?  If you knew everything about me that God knows about me, you would not even listen to me   

Likewise, if I knew everything about you that God knows, I probably would not stand here teaching you 
  (Just in case you get a big head!)  Isn’t it wonderful to know that God would use us knowing all that?  
(2 Corinthians 1:3-4) 
 
 
 
 

Romans 5:6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly.  

We were helpless, without strength.   
 
We were helpless because we were ungodly.  Sin makes people helpless. (Proverbs 5:22) 
 
Jesus said in John 8:32:  Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.  He is the bond slave of sin.  
Sin binds you and makes you its slave.  And Paul said, when we were without strength, when we could 
not lift ourselves up from sin, when we couldn’t overcome the results of sin, the more bound we were. 
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There is something about the Justice of God that human nature never seems to understand. (Romans 
2:4-5) 

 

Romans 5:7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet 
peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.  

Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  

We were helpless.  Then we were sinful.  We were vile sinners, but that isn't enough.  See verse 10. 
 
When you study redemption, maybe you want to look it up in a concordance; look up five passages that 
teach about redemption.  Can you give me some verses where you can find redemption?  Romans 8:1; 
3:24; 8:23; Ephesians 1:7, 4:30; Acts 20:28. 

 
Rom. 5:8  - Commend - explain proposition 
                                   illustrate proposition 
How?  In that: 
I..  Loved while unlovely 
 A.  Lots of talk about love - needs proof 
 B.  God loved us while still in our sinfulness. 

  Clear - Rom. 3:10-12; Gal. 3:22; Titus 3:3 
  Rom. 8:6 - without strength - poem 
  V. 10 - enemy 
 C.  Christ died for us. 
Conclusion 
 
A.  Lots of talk about love You hear a lot of people talk about love, love, lu-u-uv.  But what you want to 

see is proof.  Don’t tell me how much you love me; show me.  What you’re doing here is showing the 
validity of the point. 
 
B.  God loved us while we were still in our sinfulness, and the Bible is clear about that.  I’m going to run 
some verses that demonstrate that men are sinners: Rom. 2:10-12; Gal. 3:22.  I’m going to ask, “Where 
are some good verses that demonstrate clearly (Titus 3:3, e.g.) that men are sinners?”  You can find fifty 
of them in a snap.  So I put down Rom. 2:10-12 and Gal. 3:22:  “But the scripture hath concluded all 
under sin . . . “ It proved it, folks; there isn’t any argument about this.  Point number 1:  It’s written, 
there’s none righteous.  It’s clear about this; there’s no question.    
 
Look at Titus 3:3.  By that verse, I want to write, “That’s us.”  Read it: For we ourselves also were 
sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, 
hateful, and hating one another.  That’s us, brother.  See how you apply that?  You made the point; now 

you apply it.  First, the doctrine; then (no question) there you are, fellow.  Isn’t that the way we are?   
 
Foolish: You can amplify that with a two-line illustration.  You can take each word in Titus 3:3, if you 
have time, and amplify it.  Disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts - that’s living any way you want to 
live.  That’s all you need to say about that.  What was it like when you were living that way?  Did it make 
you happy?  Were you wonderfully effervescent when you were doing those things?  No!  It says you 
were “living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another.”  You old rascal you!  Teach the verse. 
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After I’ve proved we’re sinners, the good news is that God loves us anyway. 
 
Romans 5:8 is in the midst of a context you need to note.  Compare V. 6 and V. 10.  Verse 6 says we 
were “without strength” - we were helpless.  Verse 10 says we were “enemies.”  That’s the way we were, 
like that woman in Luke seven, where it says “she had nothing to pay.”  That’s us.   
J. C. O’Hair wrote a great little poem entitled “Nothing to Pay” that really fits here, so I’m going to include 
it in my outline to illustrate that issue.  Have you ever been without anything to pay?  Have you ever had 
a helpless feeling like that? 
 
Enemies: rebellion.  (I have a transition in thought here.)  Religion says, “Repent, clean up, live right.”  
Everybody has heard what religion has to say.  The world says, “Forget it!  You can’t do it and it takes all 
the joy out of life.  God hates you, anyway.  Look at all the evil He’s caused.”  The world never tells you 
what God says.  God says, It’s sin that’s withheld good things from you.  The world says, “Do this and 
you’ll have fun and enjoy life and have fulfillment.”  So you do it, and what happens?  You don’t have any 
of that.  So what does the devil say?  He says, “Kill yourself!  Take your life!”  
 
But God says, While you’re yet a sinner, I love you.  I’ve proved it to you.  While you’re willful and 
helpless, I love you and I’ve proved it.  I put My love into action - Christ died.   
 
Do you see how it works?  I put in all that about what the world says, what Satan says and what God 
says - that’s my transition.  Now I’ve moved smoothly into my next point, and that will be “Christ died for 
us.”  He put His love into action.  When it says He died for us; that means He paid the price.  Don’t 
assume that they understand it - tell them.  He met the need.   
 
 
Think about what he said: “Christ died for us.”  Did you ever think about Who the Lord Jesus Christ really 
is?  The word “Christ” means the anointed one.  He’s the Messiah, folks.  He’s the One that God has 
ordained to be exalted above all the kings of the earth.  God says, He’s the apple of My eye.  That’s Who 
God gave to be the payment for your sin. 
 
Christ died: He paid the full penalty for our sin.  You know what the wages of sin is.  Look at Romans 
6:23: The wages of sin is death.  Then define death from Revelation 21:8 - the “second death,” the “lake 
of fire.”  2 Corinthians 5:21 
 
Romans 5:8 says that Christ died for who?  For you and me.  Redefine that word “us” and make it 
personal. 
 
Conclusion: The greatest tragedy in the world is to see such love spurned.  (There you have your 
appeal.)  HAVE YOU EVER LOVED SOMEONE AND NOT HAVE THEM LOVE YOU BACK?  WELL THAT’S 
HOW GOD FEELS WHEN YOU REJECT HIS LOVE ON THE CROSS.  
 
Will you please remember when you begin to doubt that God is really interested in you, whether he really 
loves you, that you have an objective demonstration – a historical event that you can point to – of his 
love for you?  When we were yet without strength, Christ died for us. 
 
God’s work in us in Verse 5 corresponds to his work for us in Verse 6, 7 and 8.  That is where the 
assurance comes from.  I can rest in Him because I can say, “When I was without strength, when I was 
ungodly, an enemy, Christ loved me and died for me.  
 
Verse 7 makes Verse 8 all the more wonderful.  “Scarcely for a righteous man will one die.”  A righteous 
man is a person of strict moral standards.  Paul said it is not very often that a man will die for a person 
who is very strict and exacting in moral standards.  That kind of person is considered an “old fuddy 
duddy” and is not well liked.  People sure aren’t willing to die for them.  But there are people in the world 
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that somebody might die for.  They are people that exude human goodness; people of compassion and 
full of good works.  They have a heart of sacrifice, they are gracious and generous and also benevolent.  
There might be someone who would die for them. 
 
But God demonstrated his love for us in that while we were not righteous (we weren’t good, but rather 
ungodly sinners) God died for us.  We were condemned.  A sinner is totally condemned.  We were 
condemned criminals when Christ died for us.  God Almighty made his Son to be sin for us.  He placed 
our sins on the body of his Son, pouring out his wrath against our sin there.  When Jesus Christ, the 
perfect Son of God, died, God was paying for our sins, yours and mine.  He was paying for what is wrong 
with mankind. 
 
When you realize that – when you realize that the motive that brought that about is God’s value and 
esteem for you, you begin to appreciate the objective evidence of God’s love for you. 
 
People say that the world is dying for lack of love.  No, the world is dying in spite of the world’s greatest 
demonstration of love that could ever have been given. 
 
Let’s look at a contrast in John 15.  (John 15:13)   
 
You were not God’s friend.  You were his enemy (Verse 10) and he died for you.  Why is that possible?  
In John, when he said, Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. (John 15:14), he was 
talking about the program when he died for the sins of my people (Israel) (Isaiah).  And now, thanks to 
Paul, we understand that he did far more than that – he died for all of us.  The greatest love!  
 
That is the measure of his love for us.  Sickness, poverty, financial reversal, death, broken friendships, 
feeling, and all of those things have nothing to do with proving or with measuring God’s love, his 
blessings, or his acceptance of us.   
 
Therefore, regardless of circumstantial things, regardless of the situation, when we pray, when we talk 
this thing over with the Lord, that prayer produces peace.  It produces the peace of God, the peace of 
knowing that we are responding to circumstances, often, which are beyond our control.  We are 
responding to them the way God would have us respond to them.  And it is better than understanding 
why this is happening.  There is peace and joy that is independent of the circumstances, because his love 
and value for us is not conditioned on the circumstances – health, wealth, prosperity, or whatever.   

 

Romans 5:9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall 
be saved from wrath through him.  

The basis upon which God is free to declare you right is the shed blood of Jesus Christ. 
 
Do you see that future tense?  In other words, there is an issue about a justified man who is going to be 
saved from wrath, and that wrath is the tribulation.  When you read that verse right there, I would make 
a point - I wouldn’t spend a lot of time about it.  (I talked to you awhile ago about “doctrine to be 
noted.”  There’s one: the pre-tribulation rapture.  You just mention, “We shall be saved from wrath 
through Him.”   
 
What’s that wrath?  Paul says, in I Thessalonians 1:10, He has “delivered us from the wrath to come.” 
That’s the wrath that John the Baptist talked about, folks.  It’s the tribulation period.  You’ve noted it; 
you’ve said it’ you have taught it to them; now go on.  It’s something to build reinforcement for a 
doctrine. 
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God, the Holy Spirit, takes that doctrine of God’s love for us at Calvary, and he sheds God’s value and 
esteem, his love, abroad in our hearts.  And when we have problems in our lives, we know that we have 
an objective demonstration that God is for us and acts in a positive manner toward us.  We know that 
these things are not from his wrath against us but problems (tribulations) are here to produce patience, 
experience hope and will strengthen us.  That’s fantastic! 
 
Notice:  Much more.  You’ve got God’s great love and much more.  Much more then, being now justified 
by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. (Romans 5:9)  (That’s the wrath of the Great 
Tribulation.  That is a future salvation from wrath:  (“shall be”).  John, the Baptist:  (Matthew 3:7).  Let’s 
compare verse with verse: (1 Thessalonians 1:10) 
 
Answer to Question:  Matthew 3:7 has nothing to do with the Lake of Fire.  Comparing verse with verse, 
“wrath to come” means the tribulation – the time of Jacob’s trouble refers to that whole tribulation 
period. 
 
The problem with the pre-tribulation rapture, folks, is when people do not recognize the distinctive 
ministry and message of Paul and they go back into the gospel accounts and early Acts to get their 
message for today.  If the Body of Christ is in Acts 2 or John 14 through John 17, then we are going to 
go through the great tribulation and you might as well get ready.  And if 1 Peter is written to you for your 
doctrine, again you better get ready to go through the tribulation. 
 
So just compare the verses and you will understand about the “wrath to come.” 
 
Therefore, Verse 9 of Romans 5 is a reference to the future salvation from the wrath to come and a 
reference to the rapture.  Being justified assures us – gives us security – from the wrath to come.  We 
don’t have to worry about “enduring to the end” or about taking “the mark of the beast” or 666. 
 
We are secure in Christ. 
 
Notice the phrase “much more” in this verse and in Verse 10, 15, 17 and 20.  The comparison of what we 
now have in Christ is that he has not just restored us back to the condition of the pre-fall Adam and the 
pre-fall race, but we have much more than there ever was back then. 
 
Notice the contrast between Verse 1 and Verse 9. 
 
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: (Romans 5:1) 
 
Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. (Romans 
5:9) 
 
Because of what God has made us to be in Christ, we shall be saved from wrath.  Let me show you a 
verse like that in 1 Corinthians.  The grammar is such that you need to pay close attention. 
 
But of him  [God] are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption: (1 Corinthians 1:30) 
 
God Almighty puts you into Christ.  God the Father puts you into Christ by the instru-mentality of the 
Spirit baptism.  ”By one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.”  God, the Holy Spirit is the baptizer; the 
one who is placing me into the Lord Jesus Christ in a personal living union with Christ.  Of HIM are you in 
Christ. Then God makes Christ our wisdom.   
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That is what Romans 5 is all about.  It says you have been justified, you have had eternal life imputed to 
you; you have security!  The issue in the whole chapter is our security by virtue of what God has done for 
us through the death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I want to give you an overview and not get bogged down in the detail of the verses so we can get 
through this.  Just be aware that there are details we won’t cover in this lesson. 
 
When Paul says “much more” he is still adding to our possessions as justified ones, in Christ.  Pastor 
O’Hair used to say that Romans 5:1-11 is the first passage everyone ought to read when they get saved.  
This is also a blessing to someone who is down about something.  “Much more then, being now justified 
by his blood.”  We have justification right now through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Remember 
that in Chapter 3 we talked about what the “blood of Christ” signified.  It all works together.  “We shall 
be saved from wrath through him.”  We talked at length about that in our last lesson. 
 
We learned that wrath is the “wrath to come” from which you and I have been saved from that wrath.  
We are already, this minute, saved from the wrath of God in hell.  I do not stand in any jeopardy and do 
not need to yet be saved from the wrath of God in hell.  I am already saved from that.  Justification 
meant that God’s justice will never pour his wrath out on me, but it also means that I am going to be 
saved from that future wrath that will come on the earth.  This verse will back that up. 
 
 

Romans 5:10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 

by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved 

by his life.  Reconcile= to change status. From enemies to beloved ones, from Adam to Christ; from being in 

sin to being in righteousness.  

We weren't just helpless and couldn't help ourselves.  We were that—without strength.  We weren't just 
sinful and vile.  We were shaking our puny little fists at God saying reach down far enough and I'll slap 
you in the chops, Lord.  You say, that is disrespectful.  That's what you were.  Do you know what He did?  
He didn't say to quit that, and I'll save you.  He didn't make a deal with you.  He said “I love you, My Son 
paid for all of that, and I'll save you if you'll trust Him.”  Nothing else had ever gotten me saved, and 
never got you saved, but that does, and that is the message.  All of the bargaining that the world does 
today is the reason you want to be able to rightly divide the Word.   You want to know what the gospel is 
for today, and be able to keep it clear and plain, and make sure your message is just grace through faith 
plus nothing.  That's why it's an issue, and it is an issue everywhere you go.   
 
All kinds of supposedly fundamental organizations, conservative, evangelical, evangelistic, “win 'em to 
Jesus” kind of stuff, do that.  You have to be careful, because if you don't preach the gospel clearly, 
nobody else will.  If we who know it won't proclaim it rightly, it won't get done.  Don't give people:  “let 
Jesus come into your heart,” “make your commitment to Christ,” “turn your life over to Jesus,” etc.  
That's not the gospel.  The gospel is:  “trust the Lord Jesus Christ.  Rely exclusively on the one who paid 
it all for you.”  That's the issue.  Make that clear.  Learn to do it.   
 
In Verses 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 there are three stages of sinfulness revealed. 
 
Verse 6 – We are helpless. 
Verse 8 – We were yet sinners. 
Verse 10 – We are shown as enemies with our willfulness, our rebellion, our hostility. 
 
Helplessness is the nature of sin.  Sin leaves us helpless. 
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Christ dies for us.  He became weak for us.  He pays the “wages” of sin – the debt we owe.  That is the 
action of sin. 
The attitude of sin is in Verse 10 – willfulness, rebellion. 
 
We are reconciled to God by the death of his Son.  Do you see how God’s love is manifest?   
 
Our helplessness: Christ dies for us. 
Our sinfulness:  Christ dies for us. 
Our wilfullness:  Christ reconciles us to God by the death of his Son. 
 
Now, notice in Verse 6 that Christ died for the ungodly.   He took the place of utter helplessness for us.   
Look back at Romans 4:25: 
 
That word life there is the resurrected life of the Lord Jesus Christ.  In other words, if we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son, we have more than just reconciliation; we shall be saved by his life.  We 
are going to be resurrected with him.  That life, and the “much more” have to do with the power of 
Almighty God in resurrection.  The “shall be saved by his life” is compared to the “shall be saved from 
wrath through him” in Verse 9 and his resurrection life.  It is in comparison with his death for us and the 
power of God raising us from the dead.  Verse 9 is talking about the rapture. A similar verse: (1 
Thessalonians 4:14-16) 
 
That “much more” in Verse 10 declares the power of God saving us by his resurrection life.  That is 
security.   
 
Kata – means “against.”   Allaso – means “to change.”  Putting those two together – “to change against”  
means to change the status or the state of something. 
 
That is exactly what the word “reconcile” means in English;  to change something from one state to 
another.  The English word “reconcilios” – re =with, con=against and cilios to call; to call back together 
or to return to a status of favor. 
 
We were enemies but now we are reconciled back to God through the death of his Son.  Our status has 
changed and now we are no longer enemies but are beloved ones.   
 
We were outcast sinners but now we are righteous. 
We were ungodly but now are godly. 
(1 Corinthians 7:11) 
 
In Romans 5 it is the same meaning of reconcile; return to a favorable state.  As we continue in Romans 
5 the issue is going to be reconciliation.  We have already studied about justification and the imputation 
of eternal life.  Paul details here the things we have because we are justified and one of those things is 
the issue of reconciliation. You need to understand that in the rest of this passage.  We have a fantastic 
situation here where our state (our condition and position before God) has been changed completely.  
Reconciliation is not justification; it is not propitiation, it is not redemption or regeneration.  It is a change 
of status from one to another; from hostility to friendliness; from being in Adam to being in Christ; from 
being in sin to being in righteousness.  It is a change of state and position.  If it included all those other 
issues it would be mean that all those other things were taken care of.  Reconciliation is a positional 
issue. 
 
There are four different kinds of reconciliation in Paul’s epistles.   
 
1) The first is a dispensational reconciliation (of the world).  
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Therefore if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new.  And all things [are] of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and 
hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.  
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech [you] by us: we pray [you] in 
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:17-20) 
 
Do you see you would wind up with all people already saved if reconciliation meant justification and 
imputation, etc.?  That is the doctrine that is called “universal reconciliation.”  They use this passage to 
teach that doctrine. 
 
On the other hand there are those that believe in limited atonement – limited redemption.  They say it 
has to be limited and the “world” has to be the world of the saved so that Christ only died for the saved.  
That would mean that redeemed people go to hell.  You can get all kinds of screwball ideas about what 
happened at Calvary if you are not careful about identifying this terminology.  That passage about the 
reconciling of the world, the changing of the status of the world is found in Romans 11:15: 
 
For if the casting away of them [be] the reconciling of the world, what [shall] the receiving [of them be], 
but life from the dead? (Romans 11:15) 
 
In Time Past (in your Bible) there is a division between the circumcision and the uncircumcision – 
between Israel and the Gentiles (between the Jew and the Gentile).  God made that division, putting a 
barrier between them called the “middle wall of partition.”  Romans 11:15 says, “If the casting away of 
them – Israel – be the reconciling of the world,” i.e. through the fall of Israel “salvation is come to the 
Gentiles.”  Through the fall of Israel, God has taken away the dispensational barrier that cut off the 
Gentiles and made them unacceptable and un-savable.  Do you realize that in Time Past that Gentile had 
no hope?  He was an un-savable man.  He could not go to God because of the barrier that kept him out – 
a dispensational barrier.  If that Gentile wanted to go to God he had to get on the right side of that wall 
of partition.  But that is gone now; that wall has been done away with.   
 
The reconciling of the world has to do with the world having its status changed when Israel went out of 
divine favor with God.  It has to do with the dispensational barriers being broken down.  You and I today, 
in this Age of Grace, live in a time period when the world has had its status changed before God.  Today 
the world is savable because Israel’s condition has changed.   That is a dispensational change. 
 
In Time Past, God’s purpose was to save the nations through the nation Israel.  The Abrahamic Covenant 
always had the nations in view, but through Israel. 
 
Are you being saved through Israel today?  No.  The world has had its state changed.  Now there has 
been a dispensational shake-up.  The Abrahamic Covenant is not the issue today and getting saved 
through Israel is not the issue, and being preached to by Israel and blessing Israel, and taking care of 
Israel is not the issue today.  Israel does not have any national condition or position or status before God 
today.  God Almighty has no regard toward a nation Israel today in a dispensational situation.  You and I 
are to react toward Israel today as we do any other nation on the basis of the divine operating principles 
found in the Word of God – not on the basis of the Abrahamic covenant.  We are not to try and get a 
blessing on the basis of Matthew 25.  There has been a dispensational change. 
 
2) Individual Reconciliation:  In the Ages To Come that change will reverse and that program will go back 
into effect.  Right now, it’s different.  Right now the world has been reconciled to God.  There is also not 
only the world having its condition changed, but there is what is called an individual reconciliation.  That 
is what Paul is talking about in 2 Corinthians 5:20. 
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Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech [you] by us: we pray [you] in 
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:20) 
 
Are the Corinthians not part of the world?  If the world has been reconciled to God, why do the 
Corinthians then need to be reconciled to God?  Aren’t they already reconciled?  There must be 
something else involved in Verse 20.  The world has had its status changed because of the fall of Israel 
and now individuals of any stripe and hue can come to God and be reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son.  Romans 5:10 is about the fact we can have our enemy status changed to friendship status on the 
basis of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ at Calvary.  That was the basis for the reconciliation of the 
world. In individual reconciliation our enemy status is changed to sonship; we are changed from being in 
Adam to being in Christ. 
 
3)  Reconciliation of Jew and Gentile into one Body 
 
And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:  
(Ephesians 2:16) 
 
By virtue of the fact that that individual goes to Calvary and is there individually reconciled back to God, 
that individual has his condition changed from being an enemy to a son, in Adam to being placed into 
Christ.  When he is placed into Christ then the Jew is placed into Christ, the Gentile is placed into Christ, 
and then, all of a sudden there is no longer Jew and Gentile.  They are one in Christ – “neither Jew nor 
Gentile, bond or free, male or female, but all are one in Christ” and are all part of one new man.  (Eph. 
2:15)  That is the reconciliation in one body, the formation of one new man.  I am not a Gentile and 
another a Jew; we are one in Christ.  We have had our status changed.  Notice if you will, in Verse 16 
above, “that he might reconcile both unto God in one body . . .” that it does not say “at the cross,” but 
“by” the cross.  The word “at” and the word “by” are entirely different words with different meanings.  
The word “at” means when a thing happened but that verse does not say that it happened historically at 
the cross.  It says it happened “by” the cross.  That is HOW it happened.  Never forget that.  Not when, 
but how is the issue there. 
 
In a recent meeting I was talking about getting baptized by the Spirit into the Body of Christ and I 
believe and stand by the statement I made that when you trust Christ as your Saviour, God, the Holy 
Spirit takes you and places you into union with the Lord Jesus Christ at that moment.    A preacher came 
to me after the meeting all upset about that statement. 
 
He said, “Brother, we were baptized into Christ at Calvary.”   
“Wait a minute,” I said.  “When did the Body of Christ begin?” 
 
I wanted to know the biblical basis for his statement, but he pranced around and never told me.  I 
expected him to give me this verse and I was going to ask him the difference between “by” and “at.”  But 
he didn’t give me a verse.  So I asked him, “Andy, when did the Body begin?”  If that is when you were 
baptized into Christ, do you know when the Body began?  If that verse would have said “at,” that is when 
it would have been.  This fellow was a Calvinist and he thought the Body began before the foundation of 
the world.  
 
I have never figured out why someone could think that God could foreknow something in the past 
(foresee it happening) and that what he foreknew could not work itself out in time as happening.  The 
issue is not “when;” it’s “how.”  That is important to understand. 
 
You get put into Christ when you trust him as your Saviour.  Ephesians 1:13 – “after that you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, in whom also after that you believed you were sealed with 
the Holy Spirit of promise.”  After you believed Christ and trusted in him as your Saviour – after that – 
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God the Holy Spirit sealed you in Christ.  It means what it says.  Even when you re-translate it or revise 
it, you don’t help yourself.  If you do that all you do is steal the Word of God from yourself. 
 
By the way, in Ephesians and in Colossians, the compound Greek word, katallasso, is now apokatallasso 
and apokatallasso.  “Apo” intensifies the word meaning.  In this case it means the status is changed in 
more ways than one.  I am reconciled in Christ in one Body, but my reconciliation is in more ways than 
one.  I am individually reconciled, I am part of the world’s reconciliation and I’m also reconciled in the 
Body of Christ.  So when the Universalists come along and say the Greek words are not the same, you 
can admit to knowing all about that and you can teach them what the difference is. 
 
4) A future reconciliation.  (Colossians 1:20) 
 
 
These are the “all things” in Verse 20.  This is the context of the passage.  
 
It’s not “whether they be – trees, ground, air, stars” is it?  Verse 16 is not written with the purpose of 
putting the monkey on the run or refuting evolution.  You know that verse of prose . . .  
 
First he was a tadpole swimming in the sea; 
Then he was a monkey swinging from the tree; 
Now he’s a Professor with a PHD.  
 
That passage is not written for the purpose of refuting evolution.  He tells you what it is that Christ 
created that he is interested in:  thrones, dominions, principalities and powers.  What is that?  It is those 
positions of rank and authority in government, whether they be in heaven or whether they are on the 

earth.  All these “things” were created by him and for him and he is before all those things and all those 
things consist, “And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead; that in all [things] he might have the preeminence.  (Colossians 1:18) 
 
How is Christ going to have the preeminence in the positions of rank and authority of the government of 
the earth?  He has a kingdom nation that will take over the government of the earth and restore the 
positions of rank and authority on the earth back under his headship through a kingdom vested in the 

nation Israel. 
 
And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: (Colossians 2:10) 
 
The whole world then was alienated.  The seed of Abraham had cut itself off and now there is total 
alienation and a change of status by the bringing in of a new dispensation. 
 

Notice that the Lord Jesus Christ never mentions Adam in connection with the prophetic program for 
reconciliation.  It was not just through Adam; it was through Abraham’s seed.  But Paul does go back to 
Adam for the issue in Romans 5 is reconciliation. 
 
 

Romans 5:11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement. (At+one+ment 

with father) Lev 17:11 =atonement for soul is in the blood. Israel’s atonement is still future. Greek word is the same 

that is translated reconcile in Verse 10. Death in Adam, Life in Christ. 

Contrast the Body of Christ with Israel's program - BOC (NOW received the atonement) vs Israel (sins 
blotted out at 2nd coming).  See Acts 3:18-19. 
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Romans 5:11 is a verse that, in Grace circles, is roundly condemned in the King James Bible.  I have been 
to Bible conferences, and have read just about everything that has ever been written by any Grace 
believer I ever heard of, where this passage of Scripture is consistently condemned.  The condemnation 
did not originate with Grace people; it originated more with Plymouth Brethren.  But our folks have taken 
it up because they have a doctrine they want to prove, that this verse in the King James Bible destroys.  
Therefore, rather than question their doctrine, they destroy this verse in the King James Bible.  Their 
doctrine is based upon the use of the first mention principle. 
 
If the first mention principle is properly applied, their doctrine would not exist; but they exercise a sloppy 
use of that first-mention principle to come to a false conclusion; and use that conclusion to deny the 
Word of God.  I want to defend Romans 5:11, and clarify the use of the first mention principle in so 
doing. 
 
If you were to look in a Scofield Reference Bible, Scofield will tell you immediately that atonement is a 
bad translation, and that it should be reconciliation.  Over and over again you will hear, without even 
having the modesty to attribute to the Authorized Version translators at least as much common sense 
and understanding as they themselves possess, people constantly condemning Romans 5:11 as a bad 
translation.  The translators always translated katallasso, (kat al las′ so), before its appearance here, as 
reconcile.  When they came to this place, they translated it atonement.  They did it on purpose.  First of 
all, the word atonement, and the word reconcile mean the same thing in English.  The problem comes if 
you look at the information in the notes when they tell you that the Hebrew word, kaphar, which is 
translated atonement in the Old Testament, really means to cover, and that an atonement is really an 
incomplete covering, or not a complete taking away.    
 
The first time kaphar is used in your Old Testament is in Genesis 6:14 and it is properly translated: See 
Genesis 6:14. 
 
My point to you is about this word atonement, and in this instance it was taught it was an incomplete 
covering.  The problem with that is they have used the first mention principle to get a definition of kaphar 
that means to cover.  Therefore, when kaphar is translated atonement, they say it does not really mean 
atonement; it means a covering.  Notice the word parts: at-one-ment.  That is the same meaning as 
reconciliation:  to change the status of something bringing it back into a condition of harmony. 
 
Those people back there had forgiveness.  They did not simply cover sins to hide them; God dealt with 
their sin.  How?  We know now from Romans 3:25, that God remitted their sins through His forbearance.  
God knew the cross was coming, and on the basis of the cross yet to come, forgave them.  Folks, if their 
sins were not forgiven, they could not have any access to the presence of God. What Israel had to wait 
for, and still has to wait for until Christ returns, you and I rejoice in right now. 
 
See that word "now".  Do you know what that is?  That is fantastic.  That's what that is.  Have you ever 
noticed how Paul says that at the rapture in 1 Corinthians 15:54. 
 
In Romans 5:1-11, note how the tempo moves quickly from one thing to the other.  Paul is giving them 
some things they should now understand about themselves.  We should now understand those things 
about ourselves in view of the fact that we are justified.  Understanding what justification is in Chapter 3, 
and understanding the ramifications of it in Chapter 4, we should now understand how these things in 
Chapter 5 are so.   
 
Notice that everything in the passage is rejoicing: 
 
(We) rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  (Verse 2) 
(We) glory in tribulations.  (Verse 3) 
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(We) also joy in God.  (Verse 11) 
 
That is grace motivation – abounding in the things you have been taught, with thanksgiving.  Colossians 
2:7 – Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein 
with thanksgiving.  JOY – not “happiness” which is conditional circumstances or happenings, but JOY, 
which is something far different.  That is a difference we learn about after putting our faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  So the motivating factor in this passage is God’s grace – all that God has made you in 
Christ, causing you to rejoice.   
 
We have first of all, “peace with God.”  The Douay-Rheims (Latin Vulgate) version  reads:  “. . . faith, let 
us have peace with God.”  You and I are never able to “make our peace” with God.   The Lord Jesus 
Christ is our peace; HE made the peace.  Peace with God is “through the Lord Jesus Christ.”  It is not 
something you or I do, striving to obtain with agreement with God.  It is something HE made FOR us.   
We have peace when we are in him.   
 
Verse 1:  We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:  Notice peace comes through him. 
 
Verse 6:  “Christ died for the ungodly.”   
 
Verse 8:  “Christ died for us.” 
 
Verse 9:   We are justified by his blood. 
 
Verse 10:  We are reconciled by the death of his son. 
 
Verse 11:  We “joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
Do you just rejoice that you can joy in God?  That someone like you can boast in the Lord? 
 
By whom we have NOW received the atonement.  If you write the word “atonement” it can look like:  
“at-one-ment”.  It is an English word that means reconciled or to be at one with.  It is a word used 
repeatedly in the Old Testament along with the word reconciled.  We can see that those two words are 
used interchangeably in the Old Testament so that when people try to change Romans 5:11 to 
“reconcile” you will know the difference.  They try to say that it is a “translation mistake.”   
 
What happens there is that people are trying to make a doctrinal distinction between Israel in Time Past, 
under the Law, and the atonement they had – that forbearance system they were under that did not 
completely take away or remove the sin.  It is true that the Greek word is the same word that is 
translated reconcile in Verse 10, but that tells me something.  If the translators knew how to translate it 
in Verse 10, then they knew how to translate it in Verse 11 as reconcile.  They did not translate it 
“reconcile” in Verse 11 then for a reason.  They had a specific reason since they knew how to translate it.  
Give them credit for knowing because they did it right in Verse 10.  They chose not to do it that way.   
 
Romans 5:11  And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have 
now received the atonement. 
 
That verse sticks in the eye of most grace believers.  They say that word atonement ought to be 
translated reconciliation.  They say the translators made a mistake.  They didn’t make a mistake in their 
own mind, because in verse 10 the word reconcile is used twice.  They didn’t forget the meaning when 
they got to verse 11.  They translated it in a certain way in verse 11, because evidently they were trying 
to say that what Israel has to wait for until the Day of Atonement—what they have to wait for the second 
coming of Christ to bring to that nation, we have it the moment that we trust the Lord Jesus Christ.  Isn’t 
that wonderful?   
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Death is swallowed up in victory for the nation Israel at the second advent of Christ.  It is swallowed up 
for us at the rapture.  We get now what they have to wait for.  We get it all in Christ.  They have to wait 
in a different kind of program.  Acts 2:38 
 
Romans 5:11  And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have 
now received the atonement. 
 
I know that brethren get all bent out of shape and say that the King James Bible shouldn’t say atonement 
there, but should have said reconciliation.  Look up the word atonement in an English dictionary, and you 
will see it means to reconcile.  That is what the English word means.  It is a perfectly legitimate 
translation of katalasso.  It means “at-one-ment.”  I don’t know why the translators used that word, but I 
know one thing:  they knew how to translate katalasso as reconcile—they do it twice in two verses before 
verse 11, so they did it on purpose.  I know that what that verse says is what Israel is waiting to get in 
the future at the Day of Atonement, do you know when you get it?  The moment you trust Jesus Christ.  
We have it now, but they have to wait to get it.  That is a contrast. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul quotes a passage from Isaiah 28 about Israel getting the resurrection, and he 
says that we get at the rapture what Israel has to wait for at the second advent.  You and I have it now; 
they have to wait on it.  Do you know why that is?  It is a contrast in the programs we are involved in.  
The moment you trust Jesus Christ, that split second, you have everything that God Almighty has for you 
as though you already had it and are there spending the money with the door shut behind you and 
locked.  It is just that secure.   
 
When God goes to building a physical nation to bring in a physical kingdom, it is a different kind of a 
thing to impute to somebody like that.  If it is a physical thing, there has to be some physical activity.  
But today, you see, God is not creating a physical anything.  Now, we have a physical manifestation of 
the body, because He leaves us here to serve Him as His ambassadors, but even your ambassadorship is 
not on a physical plane.   
 
An ambassador is a stranger in a foreign land, isn’t he?  Can we all agree to that?  Well, what part of you 
is a stranger in a foreign land, your old man or your new man?  It isn’t that old man, is it?  He is of the 
earth, earthy.  Isn’t he right at home here on earth?  Isn’t that half the problem, that he likes it here too 
much?   
 
Your ambassadorship is worked inside out.  That’s why he says to present your bodies a living sacrifice.  
You take that new man that lives in you, and he is God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works.  He takes this old body that God has reckoned to be dead, and uses it as a vessel and an 
instrument unto righteousness.  He makes you alive unto God, and then you can take this body that is 
akin to this world, and you can use it for the things of God.  But it isn’t the external activity that is the 
issue, because that is what religion is all about.  It is that internal life that is the issue.  Our 
ambassadorship works from the inside out.  It’s the new man in us working out through us, producing 
the good works that are the fruits of righteousness of Christ in us.  The physical activity of the body of 
Christ is the by-product of the spiritual life of Christ in us.  That’s a wonderful thing to experience and live 
and see it work in us.  And that is in contrast with Israel’s program.   
 
I want you to see something in Acts 3:19 about the future application before we go on in the passage.  It 
is something that you need to understand.  When it says, “when the times of refreshing shall come from 
the presence of the Lord,” the word translated when is the Greek word hopόs.  That word introduces a 
purpose clause.  If you have a Scofield Reference Bible, you will see in the margin that it says when 
should be translated so that; but it ought not be translated so that, because there is something that Peter 
is trying to point out here.   
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It’s a real subtle little thing in the Greek language that the translators picked up on, and did not translate 
it so that.  A purpose clause in the Greek language is:  if you do this, that’s the reason for it; the purpose 
for what you say.  It is usually introduced by a hinon clause, a purpose clause.  There is another way to 
introduce a purpose clause in the Greek language, and it is this word hopόs.  If you get the Greek 
grammar books out, you will see there is a distinction.  Hina introduces an immediate purpose, and 
hopόs introduces a more remote purpose.   
 
Peter is calling attention to something very special about the purpose of the things here.  These two 
Greek words don’t introduce the same quality of purpose clauses.  It is translated “when” here so you will 
hold off on the contingency, until he explains it fully as he will in verses 22 and following.  You need to 
appreciate why they translated it the way they did, because the translators are just recognizing the 
normal way these words work in contrast to one another.  There are many illustrations of it, but let me 
give you just one, because I don’t want to get too involved in this.  Turn to Luke 16 where the rich man 
is in hell, and he is arguing with Abraham.  Luke 16:27-28 
 

Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned:  (Verse 12 is a great verse to illustrate the fact that all men have sinned) 

If you are kin to Adam and carry about in you the Adamic nature, then you carry the curse of Adam – sin.  
That is where we get our sin nature.  I tell people all the time, the problem with my kids is that they are 
kin to their Daddy.  The only way to keep your children from being kin to their Daddy is to not have any 
children. 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ was born without a human father so as not to have an old sin nature imputed to 
him.  We will study it more when we get into the physiology aspects of man.  The old sin nature is 
genetically resident in your flesh and imputed in physical birth from the father to the child. (Matthew 
1:18-20) 
 

 
 
Paul stands where we stand today and looks back into the past.  He says that in Time Past there were 
two groups of people:  there were the Circumcision and the Uncircumcision; the seed line, and then there 
was everybody else.  There was Israel, and there were the Gentiles.  He says that the Gentiles were 
without Christ, because they didn’t have the covenants, the promises, the hopes and so forth; but now 
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things have been changed.  For Paul, in the past that was the basic issue.  The reason it is the issue is 
because of the promise that God made, and He focused it and vested it in the nation Israel.  But that 
promise existed prior to the existence of the nation Israel.  So when you begin to study time past, you 
find that Paul, when he talks about that period of time, divides Time Past into two sections, (Romans 
5:12). 
 
Wherefore, [We join God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we now have received the 
atonement,] The idea of that “Wherefore” is that Paul is about to set forth our former status.   
 
Verse 12 is a great verse to illustrate the fact that all men have sinned.  Wherefore, as by one man sin 
(the old sin nature) entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, (the 
wages of sin is death) for that all have sinned:  (Romans 5:12) Death is always the result of sin.  
Remember, you are not a sinner because you do sin; you sin because you are a sinner.  Remember that.  
And remember that death comes because of that sin. 
 
In Chapter 5, verse 12, this issue of security is laid out in the reconciliation program that we are a part 
of.  Basically, he says that one man got you in the mess (Adam) with one act of disobedience that had 
the result of condemnation.  One Man got you out of it - Christ - with one act of obedience which 
produces the gift of righteousness for all who will receive it. You didn’t get yourself into the predicament.  
You don’t get yourself out of it.  That takes us totally and completely out of the picture.   
 
“In Adam.”  You are born in Adam, and in Adam, what do you do?  Die.  1 Corinthians 15:22-24 
 
 

Romans 5:13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not 
imputed when there is no law.  

Verse 13:  “For until the law…” (there’s the law that comes with Moses).  Until the law sin was in the 
world, but sin wasn’t imputed.  In other words there is a difference between the way God deals with 
things after Moses and before Moses.  With Moses comes the law, but between Adam and Moses there is 
a dispensation, and the dispensation that is there is the dispensation that was there before the law.  Hold 
your hand there, and turn to Galatians 3.  Galatians 3:19 
 
Now notice the opening parenthesis at the beginning of Verse 13 and notice that the end of the 
parenthesis is at the end of Verse 17.  Remember that after reading Verse 12, Verses 13 through 17 is a 
parenthetical statement.   
 
In Verse 13 Paul begins to talk about personal sins - our own individual sins, not the sin nature.  We read 
a verse like that back in Chapter 4: (Romans 4:15) 
 
So, in this context, sin is the transgression of the law.  Personal sins were not imputed until the law came 
along.  When the law came along – that period of time is described in Verse 14 of Chapter 5, as “Adam 
to Moses.”  Sin was in the world and he points out it produces death.  “Nevertheless death reigned.”  It 
reigned from Adam to Moses.  Death reigned because of the old sin nature that we all had.  Men died 
because they were sinners but their individual sin was not punished against them.  But when the law 
came in that was a different deal.  Then men were punished for their own sins.  Notice the following 
example: (Deuteronomy 24:16) 
 
Now you see what he is saying?  Sin was there, but it wasn’t known to be sin because the law wasn’t 
given, so therefore it was not imputed until, nevertheless death reigned.  I mean they were sinners, so 
they die.  Why do you die?  The reason that you get sick and die is sin.  Natural consequences, there is 
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nothing else.  You die because of sin, but there is an accountability before the justice of God where God 
doesn’t account that sin, he doesn’t mark it down, he doesn’t hold it against these people unless there is 
the knowledge of the sin. 
 
Romans 4:15  Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. 
 
That is why he says in chapter 3 that by the law is the knowledge of sin. 
 
Romans 3:20  Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the 
law is the knowledge of sin. 
 
That is the reason that Paul says in Romans 7:9:  9  For I was alive without the law once: but when the 
commandment came, sin revived, and I died. 
 
In other words, there is point in the life of an individual when he doesn’t know.  Then he comes to the 
place where he does know and he reaches accountability and prior to that age of accountability, coming 
to an understanding, that person is not accountable and not held accountable for his individual sins; and 
Christ died for his sin and that death of Christ covers it.  My friend, God is free because of Calvary to save 
those who he chooses to save.  If God because of the death of Calvary is free to choose to save the one 
who believes, the accountable sinner who believes; God is also free through Calvary to save the one who 
has not come to accountability yet, if he pleases to do so.  You understand that?   
 
Now Deuteronomy 1:39.  Let me give you an actual illustration of some people who are said not to have 
come to the age of accountability.  Now some people say the age of accountability is 12 and other kind of 
ages.  I’ll talk to you about that in just a minute.  Now you know the story.  Moses is recounting how 
they came up to Kadesh-Barnea and how they said, no we won’t go in because of the spies and then 
they wander in the wilderness.  Deuteronomy 1:39 

 

Romans 5:14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even 
over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's 
transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.  

They don’t violate the law, but they still die.  These people don’t have the law, but they still perish.  Sin 
kills, and there isn’t any way around it.  Ignorance does not exempt you from it.  Do you know why?  
Romans 2:13-15. 

 
There is a situation here that starts with Adam, and goes to Moses.  “From Adam to Moses,” is a time 
period, a particular dispensation.  From studying Genesis you will see that you move from Adam to 
Abraham; then God separates Abraham from the world, and that begins the middle wall of partition.  
From there you wind up with Moses. That time, or era, was a dispensation in Paul’s thinking.  Adam to 
Moses is a dispensation, which was called by Paul, the dispensation of Promise.  The issue from Adam to 
Moses, between God and man, was that God had made man a promise. 

 
At the fall, man acquired an old sin nature which is the source of man’s desire to be independent from 
God.  That sin nature was imputed to man when he fell.  That is the imputation being discussed in 
Romans 5:12-14.  They did not go out and actively violate God’s mandate.  Yet it says they sinned, and 
death reigned.  Why?  Because they had been given that sin nature.  So Promise is introduced by a 
period in the garden where man was in a state of innocence, but then sins and has imputed to him an old 
sin nature, after which Promise begins. 
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The Law is introduced by a period of wandering in the wilderness for Israel.  If you want to see the life of 
Israel under the Law, look in Numbers 14 where you will find the illustration of the breaking of the law, 
rebellion against God, and the penalty for it in verses 26 to 33.  Israel is told they are going to wander in 
the wilderness for violating the commandment of God to go into the land.  They wander in the 
wilderness, and everybody twenty and over dies there.  So at the beginning of Israel’s sojourn as a 
nation, there is that introductory period that illustrates what is to happen to them under the law.  In I 
Corinthians 10, Paul uses that very experience in the wilderness as an introduction. 
 
Grace is also introduced by a transition period.  Every dispensation has an introductory period wherein 
things are set in motion for the operation of the new dispensation.  I Corinthians 13:8. 
 
Under Adam to Moses the passage says that death reigned.  They didn’t have the law to point out their 
transgressions, but death, (the old sin nature), still killed them.  So they all died, even if they didn’t sin 
after the same similitude of Adam’s transgression.  They didn’t sin against the direct commandment, yet 
they died.  From Moses onward under the law, sin reigned, and death by sin.  In the dispensation of 
Grace, verses 20-21, grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life.  And in the kingdom 
righteousness is going to reign. 
 
With Adam is the entrance of sin.  With Moses is the knowledge of sin.  And with Christ, as revealed 
through Paul, comes the forgiveness of sin.  
 
I realize that Scofield and other brethren teach this a little differently.  They teach that there is a 
dispensation of conscience that goes from the fall to Noah; then with Noah comes human government.  
After Abraham comes the dispensation of promise.  Let me show you why I don’t believe that.  First, in 
Romans chapter 5 when Paul divides it up he divides time past and looks at time past all as one unit like 
it is all the same issue back there; then but now, and ages to come.  Then when he focuses on time past, 
he says there are two divisions in time past just like there are two divisions in the ages to come:  the 
kingdom and the dispensation of the fullness of times.   
 
There are two divisions in time past:  Adam to Moses, and then Moses to Grace.  Those two divisions are 
the way Paul divides it.  I realize that Scofield, Larken and the brethren divided it up into conscience, 
human government, and so on.  But look at it.  Human government is one of the four institutions that 
God establishes back there; it is not a dispensation.  It is as much in effect today as it was back there.  
All of the covenants, in fact, that God makes in the first eleven chapters of Genesis are operative today.   
 
Conscience is a function today.  Is the dispensation of conscience still going?  You would have to say it 
was if it is a dispensation.  Conscience is a method of evaluating a revelation; it is a faculty of man’s 
anatomy. 
 
Human government is an institution that God has placed in creation and in the ordering of the affairs of 
men.  It’s a divine institution for the establishing of the human race.  You will see that later in Genesis.  I 
don’t think they are dispensations.  From Adam onward, Promise has been the issue, and I say that 
because Romans 5 identifies Adam to Moses as being one unit.  Matthew 25:34. 
 
In other words there is a time period—Adam to Moses—in which death reigns even though there is no 
law yet.  It is a time period before the law.  You can’t call it the law; the law comes afterwards; the law 
comes with Moses.  Verse 20:  “Moreover the law entered…”  Then the law did come.  So there is a time, 
(Adam to Moses), that doesn’t have the law.  Then the law comes, and it is the dispensational principal 
whereby God operates.  It is the particular set of instructions whereby God deals with men.   
 
Paul is showing us the predicament we were in before we were reconciled.  Our reconciliation has to do 
with the changing of status from enemy status to sonship status.  Paul will describe the condition of the 
whole race before we were reconciled.  “So death passed upon all men.”  The whole human race was in 
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the Garden of Eden.  Adam and Eve made up the whole race.  Adam could look at Eve and say,   Adam 
could look at Eve and say, “You’re the only woman in the world.”  She could say the same about him and 
they were right!  Satan preached a message to one-half the human race; Eve.  He converted his whole 
audience and she went out and converted the rest of the human race – Adam.  That’s pretty good 
results.   
 
Paul was saying that one man – Adam – got us into this mess.  You didn’t get yourself into it, but one 
man got us into the sin condition.  In the same way, you can’t get yourself out of the mess, but one man 
– Christ - will get you out of it. 
 
What was Adam’s transgression like?  Adam was personally willfully disobedient of a specific 
commandment.  Paul was telling us that people back there died but they didn’t transgress like Adam did; 
they didn’t have a law that said, “Do this” or “Do that.”  They die and death reigns because they are 
helpless to do something about their nature.  They are helpless.  They can not do anything about the old 
sin nature.  They probably could have done something about their sin – their actions – but they could not 
do anything about that old sin nature.  God was still imposing death from Adam to Moses. 
 
If God was imposing death, but he wasn’t imposing death because of their individual sins, then 
something was killing them!  Something was killing people back there besides their personal sins.  What 
was it?  Adam’s sin.  How did Adam’s sin affect them?  It gave them an old sin nature.  They died 
because sin in its very nature destroys.  Sin in its very nature corrupts you, me or anyone.  That is what 
Chapter 8, Verse 2 calls “the law of sin and death.”  If we sin it produces death.  Death reigns. 
 
Go back to Genesis 5 and Matthew 1: Romans 5:14 says that Adam was the figure of him that was to 
come.  Here is an illustration of that figure.  Basically there are only two men in the Bible.  One is Adam 
and one is Christ.  All other men are either in Adam or in Christ. (Genesis 5:1-3, Matthew 1:1-3) 
 
Verse 14 says that Adam was a figure of him that was to come.  The word “figure” is the word type.  He 
is a type.  What Adam did as one man for every man Jesus Christ does as one man for all men.  If you 
are in Christ your security is based on what he did for you, not on what you do for yourself.  Just as in 
when one is in Adam, his condemnation is based on what he did.  That does not mean you are not a 
personal participant in that because you choose to walk in the steps of your “Daddy Adam.”  But it also 
does not mean that you are not a personal participant in what Christ did because you choose to get in 
Christ.  But the basis of it is those two men. 
 
Here is a real thick passage.  Next week we are going to study about passages where the grammar is 
very difficult.  This next verse is an illustration of one of those passages.  When you teach a passage 
wherein the grammar is “thick,” there is a way to teach it.  The way is “quickly!”   The reason you do it 
quickly is when something is difficult, you are interested want people to get the overall view.  If you want 

someone to understand a complex subject give, them a quick overview of it.  When grammar gets to be 
difficult (and folks, it’s difficult in the Greek text, not just the English text) pick out the high points and 
you will get it quite easily. 
 

Romans 5:15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if 
through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of 
God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath 
abounded unto many.  (When you have justification you have much more than what Adam had) 
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Romans 5:15 says: “But not as the offence, so also is the free gift.  For if through the offence of one 
many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace”.   
In verse 16 he talks about the gift and “the free gift is of many offences unto justification.”   
In verse 17 he talks about “they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness”.   
In verse 18 he talks about “the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification”.   
 
Do you get the idea when you read through those passages that there is a gift and it is grace?  And there 
are not any strings that are attached to the gift.  It is grace.   
 
Now with the grace principle, a person wants to serve, but not to get anything.  He will serve out of the 
gift.  He has the gift and instead of serving out of fear of losing the blessing, and being cursed, and being 
punished, and being rejected (and the shame and the worthlessness that comes from it) he will serve 
just because of the love that gave him the gift, and his gratitude and appreciation for it.   
 
With the performance principle you have a performance/fear syndrome.  The motivation is fear.  But with 
the grace principle you have the gift/love syndrome.  With the grace principle, you have everything you 
need in Christ.  You have total complete acceptance.   
 
You are blessed with all spiritual blessings (Ephesians 1:3).   
“Ye are complete in him” (Colossians 2:10).   
 
And our walk with the grace principle is the result of what we have.  And our walk is simply by faith.  We 
recognize and appropriate the merits of the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 

Romans 5:16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the 
judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many 
offences unto justification.  

That is a contrast between what came in Adam and what came in Christ.  Paul points out how these two 
things are different.  They differ in degree and in the results.  There is more involved in what Christ does 
for you than just recovering what Adam lost.  Verse 16:  one sinned – condemnation, many offenses – 
justification.  And it’s a free gift.  Christ does a lot more than cause you and me to recover from the 
effects of Adam’s fall.  Justification is not just putting us back where Adam was, but it is giving us an 
imputed righteousness that Adam never had.  Not only imputed righteousness, but it’s also imputing to 
us eternal life.  We studied that in Chapters 3 and 4.  Paul is now just calling that to our attention.  He 
says, “Adam lost this, but Christ gives you far more than you ever lost in Adam. 

 

Romans 5:17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much 
more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)  

There you have justification – the gift of righteousness put to your account!  In the Gospel of Grace, God 
has devised a plan, a message and a system whereby you and I who are unrighteous, who have totally 
failed in every account, can be declared as right in every way!   Justification is you and I standing before 
God being considered in a complete state of rightness before him.  That is justification.  If you have ever 
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been tempted to think of justification as just another word for “forgiveness of sin” forget that.  Realize it 
is far more than that.  It is God pronouncing the believer right through the redemption that is in Christ – 
the gift by his grace, through the redemption in Christ.  It is the righteousness of God.  This 
righteousness is not so much God’s attributes as we studied last class, but rather his rightness.  Romans 
4:3. 
 
How do you get a gift?  You receive it.  How do you get the abundance of grace?  You receive it.  You 
have to receive what Christ offers.  This is not an automatic kind of thing.  It is obvious in the whole 
passage that the whole issue has to do with the acceptance of the gift.  We have accepted it so Paul 
deals with it on that basis. 
 
“. . . they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, 
Jesus Christ.)” 
 
You see, it is not those who toil and sacrifice that are going to reign in life, but it is those who receive the 
abundance of grace and who receive the gift of righteousness.  It’s not a matter of striving but of 
receiving that gift, that abundance of righteousness that is the issue.   
 
We reign in life. Notice it does not say that we reign in the land.  A lot of Christians miss that point.  It 
says we reign in “life” over sin, over Satan, over the world, over difficulties, over adversaries, over 
adversities, over circumstances.  There is no land for you and me to reign over.  Only in the kingdom will 
there be land for anyone to reign over.  This verse is speaking of a different type of reigning. 
Now the parenthesis is over.  The issue in Verses 13 to 16 has been the contrast between what Adam did 
and what Christ did and the security that we have.  Just as there was nothing you could do to get 
yourself out of the reign of sin and death, so there is nothing you can do to get out from under the reign 
of Grace - grace reigning over you through righteousness unto eternal life.  That is something that is 
yours by virtue of what Christ did and you can’t get out of it even if you try to or even want to. 
 
It turns out this is a tremendous passage on security.  There are two men in the passage – Adam and 
Christ.  There are two actions – obedience and disobedience.  And there are two results – one is death 
and one is life. 
 
Therefore as by the offence of one [judgment came] upon all men to condemnation; [that is, all men that 
are in Adam are condemned.] even so by the righteousness of one [the free gift came] upon all men 
unto justification of life.   

 

Romans 5:18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon 
all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free 
gift came upon all men unto justification of life.  [Our justification is a free gift] 
(Chapter 5 Paul is presenting the issue of our security in Christ. This is a “much more” situation) (We have no part 

in part in Adam’s disobedience or we have no part in Christ’ obedience)    

Where do you get the free gift?  Verse 17:  you receive it.  By the righteousness of one (Christ) the free 
gift came upon ALL (this all must be those that receive it because that is what Verse 17 says they did) 
men unto justification of life. 
 
That term “justification of life” is a summary of Chapter 3 and 4.  Justification is being declared righteous.  
God says “I will give eternal life to any man who has perfect righteousness.”  That is what the justice of 
God said as we saw in Chapter 2.  God says, “This man has perfect righteousness, therefore I can give 
unto him eternal life.” 
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Romans 5:19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made 
sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.  (Are 

you in Adam or in Christ?)  (We have no part in part in Adam’s disobedience or we have no part in Christ’ 

obedience) (We have no part in part in getting our justification and righteousness, we received as a gift))   

The issue there, again, has to do with the fact that one man got us into this mess and one man will get 
us out.  In all of Chapter 5 Paul is pressing the issue of our security.  In that issue of our security in 
Christ, he says we have been reconciled and this reconciliation was by the death of God’s son and this is 
a “much more” situation.  This is something that adds benefit upon benefit, upon benefit, upon benefit.  
Even though we are personally responsible, Adam got us into that sinless condition.  No one asked me if 
I wanted to be born a sinner, I just was, and I sin because I am a sinner.  And one man is going to get 
us out of this predicament.   
 
Again, the issue is, are you in Adam or in Christ?  Adam’s disobedience condemns you.  If you are in 
Christ, Christ’s obedience provides you with righteousness.  Therefore, having received this reconciliation 
we have security. 
 
From Adam to Moses there was no Law.  Then: verse 20 
 

Romans 5:20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might 
abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:  

Perhaps you are saying, “Wait a minute, then Grace came in with the Apostle Paul?  But I thought it said 
from Moses it brought you to Christ?”  It did.  Understand that Moses gave Israel the Law, but he did not 
give Israel the law at his birth.  Israel rejected him the first time he sought to be their deliverer, and he 
came the second time as the law giver.  So it is with the Lord Jesus Christ.  It was not in His earthly 
ministry that He took away the law, nor is it even in His resurrection ministry.  It is in the Ages to Come 
when the New Covenant is established.  They move from the Old Testament, (the Mosaic Law), to the 
New Covenant in the Ages to Come.  Whether, as in the Acts period, it is the Old Covenant, or in the 
Ages to Come, the New Covenant; it is still the Law program.  We moved to Grace, (“where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound”), as a dispensation when we came to the ministry of the 
Apostle Paul.  See Romans 3:21. 
 

                  
 
Now, the next time period in Romans 5 is down in Verse 20.  The Law entered.  The Law covers the 
period from Moses to the Revelation of the Mystery, given by Christ from heaven’s glory to the Apostle 
Paul.  The Law covers that whole time period from Moses to Paul. (Galatians 3:19) 
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Sin reached its high water mark.  That did not happen when they allowed John the Baptist to be killed; 
not when they demanded the crucifixion of Christ – but when they actually went out and slew Stephen. 
God the Father was in John the Baptist witnessing to the nation and they rejected him. 
 
God the Son:  they hung him on the cross.  That in itself is enough to gain the wrath of God, but he 
prayed, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”  God changed the sentence from murder 
to manslaughter in Acts 3, saying it was in ignorance.  He gave them a renewed opportunity which they 
then promptly refused.  The time for the wrath of Almighty God was ready.  We read in Daniel 8 that 
their sin had been brought to the full.  And God interrupted them.  Where sin abounded, grace abounded 
more.   
 
That’s a logical problem here.  If where sin abounded grace did much more abound, the question is 
should we abound in sin so that we can get more and more grace to counteract its affect?  Is the way to 
get more grace to abound in sin?  That is a logical conclusion from someone who does understand grace.  
I say that for this reason:  You can expect people to accuse you of just what this passage says if you 
preach grace correctly.  You can expect people to tell you that you are promoting a life of sin. (Romans 
3:8) 

 

Romans 5:21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace 
reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(Now you have liberty and freedom from Sin) ( We didn’t do anything to get into righteousness therefore, our 

security is not in us but it is in Christ) 

Justification= dead free+ rich.  (Forgiveness of sin= out of dead) 
Penalty of sin = Hell vs Justification 
Power of sin = Functional death Vs sanctification 
Presence of sin = Glorification = resrection with new body 
 

In Romans 5:20, the law entered, that the offence might abound; but grace did much more abound.  In 
verse 21 we see why grace abounded.  Now we have moved to another Dispensation.  Ephesians 3:2. 
 
From Adam to Moses death reigned.  By the law is the knowledge of sin.  The strength of sin is the law:  
sin reigned under the law.  Now, in the dispensation of grace introduced through the ministry of the 
Apostle Paul, grace reigns.  So:  death reigned, sin reigned, and now grace reigns.  In the kingdom 
righteousness will reign.  There is Adam to Moses; Moses to Grace, (Paul); Paul to the rapture; and then 
the kingdom.  Those are the four dispensations.   
 
The dispensation from Adam to Moses in the Bible is called Promise—that period of time in Paul’s 
thinking, and what I’m after is Paul’s thinking.  I realize that Scofield identifies them in a different way, 
and different kinds of people do too. I have no argument with those brethren except to say that what I’m 
trying to do, and what my goal and purpose in the thing is to take the Bible and use the Bible terms.   
 
They say that before the fall is Innocence, and then there is Conscience between the fall and Noah.  
Then with Noah is Human Government until Abraham.  With Abraham is Promise, and with Moses is the 
Law.  They would say the Law was until Pentecost, but we would say until Paul, and with Paul is Grace; 
and then the Kingdom.  I’m just saying to you that since Adam to Moses is one unit in Paul’s thinking, the 
issue is Promise.  Galatians 3:19-21. 
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There again is the issue of the justification of life:  Righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  You get it “in Christ.”  As believers, we have a total change of our status from being condemned 
“in Adam” through Adam’s disobedience, to being “in Christ, righteousness and eternal life computed to 
us through his obedience.  We didn’t do anything to get into righteousness therefore, our security is not 
in us but it is in Christ and he is the issue.  Grace today reigns over you.  Grace “abounds” and “reigns.” 
 
Before we go on to Chapter 6, I want to go back and go over something.  
 
There are three time periods there in that demonstration above: 
Adam to Moses  No Law 
Moses    Law 
Paul   Grace 
 
Mr. O’Hair used to publish an outline that says “by Adam we have the entrance of sin.  By Moses we have 
the knowledge of sin, and by Christ we have the forgiveness of sin.” 
 
Those three time periods do two things: 
 
1) They illustrate those three issues I pointed out to you as we came down through those passages – 
Verse 6, 8 and 10: The helplessness in Verse 6, the sinfulness in Verse 8 and the rebellion in Verse 10.  
2) They illustrate how death reigned in the law program, therefore, sin with it, and how grace reigns in 
the Age of Grace. 
 
There are two passages in Paul’s epistles where he identifies his dispensational viewpoint of the Bible:  
Ephesians 2 and this passage of Romans.  In this Romans passage Paul does something he does not do 
in Ephesians 2.  That is, he identifies specific dispensational divisions within the Time Past framework. 
 
TIME PAST 
Circumcision 
  Middle Wall of      ////////////////      Partition (Separating them) 
Uncircumcision 
  
Then you have the crucifixion of Christ, the coming of the Holy Spirit, the fall of Israel and salvation goes 
to the Gentiles.  Israel falls away and then there is the Body of Christ, called in Ephesians the BUT NOW.  
The comes the rapture of the church, the wrath to come, the 2nd coming and then the millennial 
kingdom.   
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That is basically Ephesians, Chapter 2 drawn out for you. 
 
Now let’s take Romans 5 and try to fit it into that.  You will see something things about Time Past here 
that are not in Ephesians. 
 

Time Past is in two parts: 
1)  Adam to Moses (Placed on the above chart way to the left – the beginning.) 
2) Moses       (Placed a distance representing about 1500 years after Adam.) 
 
Prior to Moses Israel was not a nation.  They were a family and a tribe.  The missing guy between Adam 
and Moses is Abraham, a tremendous figure in Israel’s history.  It was with Abraham that God begins to 
build that middle wall of partition and call out of the nations (the Gentiles) a group of people who are to 

be his chosen people. The time frame from Adam to Moses has a name in Paul’s epistles.  You sort of get 
an idea of the name by backward reasoning.  We know what the time period from Moses on was called in 
Time Past; it is called “The Law.” (Galatians 3:17-19) 
 
The issue in Romans 5 in the dispensation of Grace is that all of the advantage that Abraham’s seed had 
is gone.  The world had been reconciled, the status had been changed and now it is Adam’s transgression 
that is the issue.  So Paul goes back to Adam and deals with his alienated seed now that Israel has been 

set aside.  Now Paul points out all men are in Adam – no difference dispensationally in this matter. 
 
In Romans 4 Paul went back to Abraham saying that God made a promise to Abraham about eternal life 
but he did it in such a way that you and I can get in to the promise also.  And now Paul goes back to 
Adam and says, “We got you past Abraham okay, but do you see that problem you still have in Adam of 
still being alienated?  Jesus Christ took care of that too.” 
 
That is the whole issue in Chapters 3, 4 and 5.  “Grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life.”  
How?  By the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
Paul has just explained to you how grace reigns today.  Do you see how Chapter 5:21 sort of sums up 
Chapters 3 and 4?  The basic issue in Chapter 3 is justification; being declared righteous by faith.  He 
says, “Grace reigns through righteousness.”  God’s justice is satisfied and he declares us righteous unto 
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eternal life.  God can impute eternal life to all them who have perfect righteousness and it is all through 
Jesus Christ.   
 
Grace is reigning.  Isn’t that wonderful?  All that we have in Christ is by his grace.  What shall we say 
then?  If sin makes grace abound and grace is so wonderful, well, let us go on and sin some more so we 
will have more grace.  Right?  He says, “God forbid.”  
 
God protests against sin.  The issue in salvation and the issue in God’s grace is not just that sin might not 
abound, it is to get rid of sin.  The whole issue is to do away with sin.  Christ has put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself.   
 
Let grace reign, fellows.  Don’t let sin reign.  Under the law, sin abounded (Verse 20).  Under grace, 
Verse 14 says it doesn’t have any dominion over you.   
 
Sin was the controlling issue – it would control and dominate your life if you were under the law.  The 
law says: “Sin.  Sin.  Sin.”  It’s always saying: “You failed.  Punishment.  You failed.  No blessing for you.  
Failure.  Punishment.  Curse.”  Always ringing a buzzer on you, never any blessing.  There is no way to 
get a blessing under the law.  Why?  Because you’re a sinner.   
 
Do you know what he says?   “If you offend in one point, you are guilty of all of it.”  See? That’s the 
problem.   
 
So, the law doesn’t give any victory over sin but grace does.  1 Corinthians 15:56 says: “The strength of 
sin is the law.”  It makes it so.  When you put yourself under the performance system, it makes your 
failure win.  But God comes along and he says: “It’s not your performance.  I am going to give it to you 
up front on the basis of what Christ did.  It’s his performance.  It’s grace.  It’s all I am free to do for you 
through Calvary, because of what Christ did for you.   
 
When you trust Christ as your Savior, God Almighty gives you his righteousness and puts you in Christ 
and you have the righteousness of God in Christ and when you have that righteousness, God imputes to 
you his life, eternal life and it is a present possession that I have, right now and I got it December 31, 
1962, when I trusted Jesus Christ, as my Saviour.  You, who have trusted Christ, have God's life, eternal 
life, as a present possession and we are blessed with all spiritual blessings and we have that spiritual life 
right now.   
 
But when you go back to the book of Matthew-John, the issue of eternal life is not a spiritual life that is 
imputed to you, as a result of your faith in Christ Jesus.  Eternal life, back there, has to do with entering 
into a physical kingdom on the Earth.  Come with me to Mark 9.  Jesus says if you will enter into life, 
keep the commandments.  Mark 9:43.  Now we have looked at this passage before so I just call it to your 
attention.  Mark 9:43,45,47 
 
 

 

Romans: 6 

Sanctification 6:1- 8:18 

Rom 3, 4, 5.  Grace reigns. 

Rom 6, 7, 8.  It is the issue of walking in the spirit. 
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Rom 6 how we are dead to sin.  

Rom 7 How we are dead to the law.    

Rom 8 How we are alive unto God and have victory in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Rom 1-5 we are dead in sins= fruits 

Rom 6 Dead to Sin= root   (who you are= ID change (From Adam to Christ) 

Rom 7 Dead to the law. 

Rom 8 Alive unto God 

When you get to Chapter 6 and Paul says, “What shall we say then,” that is, on the basis of the 
conclusion in Chapter 5, he begins to change gears and to deal with Chapters 6, 7 and 8 with the issue of 
sanctification.  He doesn’t deal so much with the consequences of sin (that was taken care of through 
justification) but now it is the dominion of sin and what God has made us in Christ in relationship to that.  
Paul will not deal now with sin as guilt but rather with sin as a power, an influence and a controlling, 
dominating, reigning thing in our lives. 
 
First there was justification by grace through faith.  Now he talks about the walk and will introduce a new 
manner for God’s people to walk – a new way to walk, not after the flesh, not after the law.  They are 
now to walk after the Spirit.  These chapters (Romans 6 through 8) focus on the issue of our position in 
Christ, that allows us while in this world to live lives that bring forth fruit unto God.  This position we 
have in Christ affects our lives on earth and equips us to live on the earth, day by day, in such a way that 
fruit is borne for God’s glory. 
 
Paul explains how God justifies us through Christ and how he gives us a position in Christ by amplifying 
the cross work for us.  He explains that for us in Chapter 3 and 4.  We have been given a position in the 
heavenly places, seated in Christ, on the basis of what he did for us at Calvary.  We have a fantastic 
status of justification, a reconciliation status before God that gives us security all based on what Christ 
has done for us and what we have in him. 
 
Now Paul will deal with the fact that this position in Christ affects us on earth in our daily walk through 
life.  As I walk through life day by day, the position I have in Christ, by virtue of his cross work, affects 
me now.  It has a practical, experiential effect in my life.  That is what you call sanctification.   
 
Justification has to do with being declared positionally righteous. It’s imputed righteousness.  
Sanctification has to do with imputed righteousness being worked out in our lives.  It has to do with the 
imparting of that righteous position into your daily life.   

 
How can you do that?  Paul says that God has equipped you so that your righteous position in Christ can 
and should be reflected day by day in your life.  The principles of it are laid down in Chapter 6, 7 and 8 of 
Romans.  Paul shows you not just how God justifies you but that he has equipped you to live on this 
earth as a member of the Body of Christ and reflect Christ’s life. 
 
These passages are critical.  You need to be oriented to these further aspects of the Gospel of Grace so 

that you can understand what your position is in Christ - what it means to live under grace - and your 
soul can be established, i.e. you can be stabilized by these truths so that you won’t be moved by contrary 
teaching or contrary circumstances – and so that the details of your life don’t throw you off course, nor 
false doctrine, and you can then progress steadily. 
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Many Christians get through Romans 3.  They understand justification.  They get to Romans 5 and they 
understand security.  But very few believers ever go beyond into Chapter 6 and even fewer get into 
Chapter 7 (you don’t live by the law).  Write this down: 
Speaking of saved people - 
Romans Chapter 6 says we are “dead to sin.” 
Romans Chapter 7 says we are “dead to the law.” 
Romans Chapter 8 says we are “alive unto God.”  (Victory in Christ) 
 
Then you move on into Chapters 6 through 8, and you think about that: living under grace - 
sanctification.  Chapter 6 tells you how to deal with sin in your life; the positional truth and its practical 
effect; the victory program that you’re a part of; the details of how to have victory.  It’s all right there. 
 
Paul tells us in Romans chapter 6 how we are dead to sin and alive unto God, walk consistent with your 
position in Christ.    
In Romans chapter 7, Paul says that we are under grace, not under the law, walk consistent with your 
position in Christ.    
In Romans chapter 8, Paul says we are in the Spirit, not in the flesh, walk consistent with your position in 
Christ.    

 

Dead to Sin, Alive unto God  

 

Romans 6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace 
may abound?  

Chapter 6 is where we are and this chapter will deal with sin as it affects the believer’s life and lifestyle.  
It will deal with how God has equipped us in a program of total victory over sin.  Do you see this 
question?   

 
Look at the following: (Romans 6:15)  There’s the second question - Verses 15 to 23 deals with that 
question.  There are two questions in Romans 6 that the chapter revolves around.  The first one, in Verse 
1, says “Shall we sin to in order to obtain more grace?  Should we continue in sin that grace might 
abound?”  Then, in Verse 15 the question is “Shall we sin because we are under grace?” 
 
Notice the response to those two questions is basically the same.  “God forbid.”  There is a divine protest.  
God Almighty always protests against sin.  “God forbid.  Know ye not…?  He gives a divine protest and 
then offers a proof that says God always protests against sin.  God wants absolutely nothing to do with 
sin.  Paul said by now you should know that.  Before God would accept you he put his Son on a cross and 
put our sin on his Son, pouring his wrath out against our sin there.  Jesus Christ put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself and, by that propitiatory work on the cross, he put sin out of the way.  God won’t 
wink at sin; he won’t let it go by unnoticed.  (Habakkuk 1:13) 
 
If God is going to save you, he has to put sin completely away.  God does not tolerate sin.  When you get 
to Romans, Chapter 6, Paul asks, “Are you going to continue in sin that grace might abound?  God 
forbid!”  You ought to know now that when you look back and see all God did to get rid of sin, to declare 
you righteous that God does not tolerate sin.  Sin should be absent from our lives.  Our conduct should 
not evidence sin.  We should not avoid sin just for the benefit of other human beings.  Sin shouldn’t be in 
your life because you know GOD doesn’t want it there.  God has done all that work on Calvary to get rid 
of it. 
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Our lives are to be a reflection of God’s holiness, his purity, his life.  That means that God will protest 
against sin.  Sin ought not be evident in our lives in any form; not in the more overt (outward) forms of 
drunkenness, sexual immorality, etc. or whether it is the more clandestine sins of the spirit such as 
bitterness, wrath and anger, envy, irritability and worry.  God forbid!  God protests!  The next time you 
find yourself in an unworthy state, in sin, remember that God looks over the battlements of heaven as it 
were, and says, “I protest your conduct.”  That is what Paul teaches us about what the cross says.  We 
do not put off sin to gain the applause of man but to please him that loved us and gave himself for us.  
That is the protest.   
 
And then there is the proof.  It shows up after each one of those verses.  Verses 3 to 14 deal with being 
dead to sin.  Paul said it in Verse 2.  Verses 16 to 23 deal with the issue of being alive unto God, i.e. in 
Verses 3 to 14 we see in the passage the details of how God has given us power over the old sin nature, 
and that that power has been broken.  You do not have to live under sin’s dominion.  It can no longer 
compel you to sin.  That means there is provision in the program to make God’s protest stand. 
 
There has been an impartation of a new, divine nature to the believer and now we have power to live for 
God’s glory.  This chapter will open up for you the details of how God has equipped you by his grace to 
live on this planet and reflect his glory, his holiness, day by day. 
 
If you can be properly oriented to these details - if you can see the assets you have that provide these 
things, the idea here is that they will give you a capacity to live for God’s glory.  They are things you 
need to know in order to live in the victory that is yours over sin. 
 
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? (Romans 6:1) 
 
Paul is anticipating an objection, a question, about justification by grace through faith alone.  Grace 
through faith, plus nothing.  The question indicates that someone is going to understand when they hear 
a message of grace, which grace is going to tell them it is a free gift and not your works.  When they 
understand grace, they are going to question, “Does that mean that I should just go on and sin so I 
might get more grace?  The reference to grace abounding is back in Romans 5:20: (Romans 5:20) 
 
If you properly preach that message of grace and the hearers properly understand it, they will say you 
are preaching “let us do evil that good may come.” But at least you will know they understood the gospel 
message of God’s grace.  But if they go away having related that they have made a commitment to 
Christ, that they have turned their life over to Jesus, they have repented and they are going to make him 
Lord of their life and all that kind of garbage, then you haven’t communicated grace to them.  If you see 
or hear someone make that kind of mistake you take them to this passage in Romans.  Paul said, “Wait a 
minute.  God didn’t say you could live any way you wanted to live.”  I say that because I know what 
Romans 6 says.  God didn’t have to do anything to you for you to live any way you wanted to; you were 
living in sin and self-will – a desire oriented life before you got saved.   
 
God forbid!  God protests against sin.  God justified you because he hates sin. He saved you to get you 
out of that predicament you were in.  What shall we say then, shall we sin that grace may much more 
abound? 
 
If you hear people being told they have to quit sinning in order to be saved, I want you to know that is a 
violation of the gospel of the grace of God.  There is no other issue for which you have more 
responsibility for communicating in a clear manner than this issue of grace. (Romans 11:6) 
 
God is going to give here the divine proof of the protest.  The protest is backed up by the facts of what 
God has done for us.  Paul is going to list the facts for us in Verses 3 to 14, explaining the details of what 
we now are in Christ Jesus through grace.  Our justification and our new status of being reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son have an effect on our lives day by day.  Our works, our activities, do not 
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affect our justification in any way.  But, our justification will affect our works.  Do you understand that 
contrast?  Our works do not produce or affect our justification but our justification (our right standing 
with God) puts us into a position where our lives are affected. 
 
A lot of things have happened to you because you have been justified.  Do you remember what Paul told 
you in Chapter 3?  Because Christ has completely satisfied the justice of God, God can declare you 
righteous.  Because God declared you righteous he can give you eternal life.  In Chapter 5 he said 
basically, Because you are righteous you are secure.  Now in Chapter 6 he says, Because you are 
righteous, God has done some things in you that day by day, down here on the earth, in your walk here, 
you are considered dead to sin; so that sin does not run you any more.  Instead you are alive unto God.  
Not only does sin not run you, I’ve put my life in you and fixed it so that you can live for me! 
 
There is a divine protest proposition and logical assumption in Verse 1 after having learned all about this 
wonderful status we have in grace – all that God is free to do for us because of the work of Christ at 
Calvary – and how God’s grace super-abounds. “But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.”  
You can see all this security and blessing.  
 
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? (Romans 6:1) 
 
Do you notice that Paul does not say “Can we continue in sin?”  He said, “Shall we.”  He answers his own 
question in verse 2: God forbid. 

 

Romans 6:2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any 
longer therein?  

Romans 6:2   God forbid!  The Greek word there says, “May it never be.”  There’s no “God” in the Greek 
text, but that Greek expression doesn’t mean “may it never be.”  It means “may it NEVER BE!”  How do 
you say that in English?  You say, “GOD FORBID!”  It has a real punch to it in Greek that “may it never 

be” doesn’t have in English.  So they use a different expression that conveys the punch that’s there. 
 
We are going to study Romans 6 in a little while, where Paul says, “God forbid.”  
 
Somebody will say, “Well!  The word ‘God’ isn’t in that text.  Theos isn’t there.”  So what?  Wouldn’t it be 
better to explain to people what “God forbid” means?  The Greek expression there means, “Don’t ever let 
it happen!”  Now, how are you going to write that down?  Well, you are going to say, “God forbid!”  You 

are not going to say, “Don’t ever let that happen.”  There is fire and purging heat in that statement.  
There is a tremendous protest: “NO!”  Well, how do you say that in English?  You say, “God forbid!”  Now 
days we say, “Heaven forbid!”   
 
Paul will amplify the statement shortly “that we are dead to sin.”  The word “dead” there means simply, 
“completely separated.”  It’s over!  When you are dead you are completely separated from your loved 
ones and from this earth.  In this case, one is dead to sin; that old sin life is completely ended – we are 

separated from it.  WE are people that are dead to sin.  We have a position in Christ that is titled, “Dead 
to sin.” That is my state before God.  In this world, I am dead to sin, because I am “in Christ.”  We will 
see how that comes about in a minute in Verses 3 to 10. 
 
Paul asks, “How shall we that are dead to sin live any longer therein?”  It’s absurd and inconsistent; it’s 
inconceivable and in fact, it’s ignorant for someone to say that we that God has made dead to sin are 
going to out and live in sin.  Down south we say, How in the world can you do something like that?   Do 
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you say that up here in the north?  When my wife asks our youngsters a question like that, they respond, 
“Well, I’m kin to my Daddy!”   Well now, we are kin to our Daddy, our heavenly Father, and as kin to 
him, we don’t live in sin.  It is inconsistent with who we are.  We’ve been changed.  That is why God can 
protest and back it up.  Verses 3 through 14 give the details of the information to prove that Verse 1 is 
an absurdity and is inconsistent with who we are in Christ.   
 
There are two very popular attitude towards sin and this chapter deals with them. 
 
Sinful Subjection 
 
This attitude says, “Well I just can’t help sinning a little bit.”  That’s the old Baptist approach.  It says you 
ought not but you are going to.  That’s fatalism.  Write down in your margin this verse: (1 Corinthians 
10:13) 
 
Grace puts you on the spot.  Grace says that Romans 6 is a reality.  God wrote it down for you in black 
and white and put it in his book in which we have written instructions on how your Christian life operates.  
We have no excuse to sin when we have the Spirit of God indwelling us.  God also gave us pastors and 
teachers, a local assembly or Christian people to help you understand.  He gave us everything we need.  
God gives us all the answers we need in his written word, so that we are without excuse.  God is faithful 
and he said the provision is there in his word.  Grace says everything we need, we have.  It 
demonstrates to you and me where the problem lies.  It doesn’t lie with God, so it must be with me.   
 
That is why people don’t like grace; because it shows you just what you are in yourself.  Don’t get hung 
up on that, because grace is designed to show you what you are in Christ.  It is not to make you look 
inwardly, but to look to Him.  Chapters 6, 7, and 8—sanctification—is the doctrine that shows you how 
you can reflect Christ and live here on earth in this world for God’s glory. 
 
God has made you a part of the Body of Christ and has given you the capacity to live that way. 
1.  Sinful Subjection 
2.  Sinless Perfection  That is, “I don’t have any sin any more.” 
 
There are two categories of sinless perfection.  The eradication of the old sin nature.  People say they no 
longer have a sin nature, therefore they can not sin.  Others say, “I do not sin,” meaning, Whatever I do, 
God doesn’t count as sin. God doesn’t see any sin or unworthiness in me. (1 John 1:8, 1 John 1:10) 
 
Paul is going to present to you a Christian perfection.  I really appreciate this quote: 
 
“To say that I must sin is to deny the foundation of Christian truth. 
To say that I cannot sin is to deceive myself. 
To say that I need not sin is to state a divine privilege.” 
 
Romans 6 is going to tell us how God has fixed it so that we need not sin. 
 
A life of sin is totally inconsistent with who we now are in Christ.  That is what he is going to begin to 
deal with in Chapters 6, 7 and 8.  It is the issue of walking in the spirit.  It is the issue of walking under 
and living under grace.  It is the issue of what God has made you in Christ by virtue of the Spirit of God’s 
baptizing you into Christ and how that if you want to please God, you need to live in line with the position 
that you have.  Walking in the spirit has to do with walking and living in line with what the Spirit of God 
has made you by virtue of his baptism into Christ.   
 
How many times have I told you the mechanics of positional truth is the Spirit baptism?  The mechanics 
of getting into Christ is by “by one Spirit are we all baptized into Christ.”  Do not forget that.  The 
mechanics of positional truth is the Spirit baptism.  
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Walking in the spirit has to do with walking in line with and in light of what God’s Spirit has made you in 
Christ by placing you into Christ.  That is the whole issue here.   
 
We are going to see in Chapter 6 how that we are dead to sin.  In Chapter 7, you are dead to the law.  
In Chapter 8, we are going to see how we are alive unto God and have victory in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
We have been over all of that and I know you have that in your notes and frame of reference to be able 
to recall it and know the context of the passage.   
 
You have been studying Verse 3 and Verse 4 so that you can give me some reasons why that passage 
does not deal with water baptism.  The basis of our being dead to sin is the baptism in Verses 3 and 4.   
 
 

 

Romans 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into 
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?   

Know ye not, [Don’t you know?  He is going to give some information here.] that so many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  (Romans 6:3) 
 
Note the word “knowing” and see it again in Verse 9.  Notice Verses 3 through 10:  “Here is something 
for you to know; here are some facts you need to clearly understand.”  Verse 11:  The next issue -  
Reckoning.  First, he wants us to know it; second, reckon it, i.e. get the facts; know the issue.  
Understand what God has done for you, and then believe it; count it to be so.  Verse 13:  And the next 
issue:  Yielding. 
 
Those three words (knowing, reckoning and yielding) sum up the whole issue in those fourteen verses.  
Know who God has made you; know and understand the doctrine of being dead to sin; how it has come 
about, what the assets are that God has provided for you; then believe it.  Count it so, then, yield to it.  
Let it work.  Apply the doctrine and the understanding you have. 
 
Paul wants them to know the details of what is involved here.  Again, Verses 3 to 14 are some things you 
should know in order that you will stop sinning in your life.  KNOW the issue of being baptized into Jesus 
Christ.  You must get this issue first in order to understand the issue of being dead to sin. 
 
You are baptized into Christ, therefore, you are baptized into his death.  A meaning of the word baptism 
that will fit every passage in the Bible where it appears is “identification.”  I realize denominational 
lexicons sometimes try to make it dip and immerse, etc, but the metaphorical meaning of the word, 
fitting every passage, is the word “identification.”   
 
There are at least seven major (Mr. Baker lists twelve in his theology book) different kinds of baptisms in 
the Bible.  Many of them are performed by different elements and in different ways but each of them has 
to do with identification.  As many of you as have been baptized (identified) into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death.  That is, when you are baptized into Christ, then you participated with Him in 
everything that He participates in.  When you were placed into Christ – into union with Him – you were 
therefore, a participant with Him in His death at Calvary.  
 
How are we baptized into Jesus Christ?  How are we placed into union with, living identification with the 
Lord Jesus Christ?  We have been placed into a living union with Christ so that whatever He did is said to 
be what we did.  We participate with Him in everything He participates in.  How? (Galatians 3:26-27) 
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When were you baptized into Christ?  When you trusted Christ, the Spirit of God took you and placed you 
into living union with Christ and at that point you were baptized into his death.  At that point you began 
to participate and to share in his death.  
 
Theologically, that is important to remember because people will try to move you from that 
understanding.  My point here is that when you trusted Christ, you were baptized into his death.  He 
died, so you die.  His death became your death.  He was buried and raised again.  His resurrection 
became your resurrection.  He ascended to the right hand of the Father and sits in heavenly places today 
and his present session as he sits at the Father’s right hand is your session.  You are seated there with 
him.  One day Christ is going to come back into the universe and will be the heir of all things, and you 
are a joint heir with Jesus Christ.  , and you are a joint heir with Jesus Christ.  You are going to inherit all 
things with Christ.  Everything that is his is yours by virtue of being one with him.  What a position that 
is! 
 
Paul says, Now, you people understand how you have been made partakers of his life (Chapter 4).  You 
understand how God has imputed eternal life to you.  But wait:  when you became one with Christ, you 
didn’t just get his life; you also participated in his death.  And when you began to participate in his death, 
that made you dead to sin. 
 
the point I want you to grasp that Paul is dealing with here is that we are dead to sin.  Sin should have 
no part in your life; it should be totally absent because God does not tolerate it and has fixed you so that 
when you begin to see who you really are in Christ, you see you have no relationship to sin any more. 
 
As we go down through this passage we will see some fantastic things about how God has equipped us 
and made us somebody who is totally acceptable to him, not just positionally in Christ but whose lives on 
earth can reflect that perfect position.  To inject water baptism into that passage is to defy the purpose 
of God Almighty and to deny the wonderful position we have in Christ.  Then maybe you will begin to 
understand how it is that people get to Romans 6 and never get any further because they see water.  
Without a proper and adequate understanding of our oneness with Christ and that spiritual baptism and 
the union we have with him, you can’t understand how to walk on earth. 
 
Maybe you should study Verse 3, 4 and 5 during the week and see how many reasons you can come up 
with from that passage that demonstrate that the passage is not water baptism.  My list has six reasons 
why that passage cannot be water baptism.  Why don’t you see how many you can find for next time. 
 
If you take that baptism and you make it water baptism, you destroy the whole passage and you defy 
God because he did not put any water in that passage.  That passage has nothing to do with water and it 
is critical for you to see that because you will never fully understand the issue of being dead to sin unless 
you see the position that God has given you in Christ.  The whole basis of it, the whole mechanical 
operation of it, the whole gist of it, starts out with seeing that we have been made one with Christ in his 
death and in his resurrection.  Our oneness with him – we participate with him in all that is his in his 
righteousness, in his life, in everything that is his.  By virtue of that – that is how you walk in the spirit.  
We walk in line with that.   
 
Now, we talked about Verses 3 and 4 last time and we talked about being baptized into Christ by the 
Holy Spirit when we trust Christ as our Saviour.  We talked about the fact that it was after we believed 
that the Holy Spirit places us into union with Christ and seals us there permanently and that we are 
baptized into his death.  We participate with him in all that he participates in. 
 
Verse 4 has to do with the application of it.  It has to do with walking in newness of life.  The thing is 
people come along and use this passage, especially Baptist brethren and baptizing brethren, to say that it 
is water baptism.   
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Notice some things about it.  Let me give you a list of about six different points that demonstrate that it 
is not water baptism.   
 
1. If Verse 3 is water baptism, it teaches baptismal regeneration.  In other words, if it is water baptism, it 
teaches too much.   
 
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 
(Romans 6:3) 
 
I realize that the Baptist brethren say that we ought to change that “into” to “unto.”  But, your Bible says 
“into” so we won’t even discuss that very strongly.  I realize that the Greek preposition there is translated 
several times as “unto” but it is translated ten times “into” for every time it’s translated “unto.”  There is 
absolutely no justification at all to change the verse and the word in the verse unless you have a doctrine 
you want to prove.   
 
What does it mean to be baptized unto his death?  It says you are baptized into Jesus Christ, into his 
death.  You are buried with him by baptism into death and you are raised with him to walk in newness of 
life.   
 
If Romans 6 is water, then Galatians 3 is water.  If Galatians 3 is water, then they all are water.  If they 
all are water, then you have baptismal regeneration. That is water baptism putting you into Jesus Christ, 
into his death, into his resurrection.   
 
Jesus Christ dies at Calvary.  He hangs on that cross and dies as a sacrifice for our sins.  Then they take 
him down and they bury him and then he is resurrected from the dead.  He ascends into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father in heavenly places tonight.  Paul says: (Galatians 3:26-28) 
 
It refers to his death.  You were buried on the tree in his death.  It is not talking about being buried in a 
rock. 
 
But you see, Folks, the issue there has to do with the fact that you are not buried with him, you are 
buried over yonder 1900 years later.  The only way to be buried with him, like him, is to be spiritually 
placed into him so that is yours so that what belongs to him, belongs to you.  You have to preach 
baptismal regeneration to make Verse 3 mean water baptism. 
 
What he is doing (we have discussed this passage in length) is dealing with the issue of our being dead 
to sin and because we are dead to sin it is inconsistent for a believer to say that we are going to live in 
sin.  God protests against sin because his program is to eliminate sin and give the believer complete, total 
victory over sin.   
 
He asks them a question:  ”Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death?”   
 
Now, there is great controversy and disagreement and confusion over this passage and the issue of 
baptism.  We’ve talked about the fact that there are basically two ideas involved in this passage that are 
very confusing.  
 
First, some people teach that the passage means that water baptism actually joins us to Christ.  They 
would say, “Don’t you know that so many of us as were (water) baptized into Jesus Christ were (water) 
baptized into his death?”  They would teach that water baptism actually places you into the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  That would be like a Campbellite (a follower of Alexander Campbell), Church of Christ preacher, 
the Christian Church, Disciples of Christ or a Roman Catholic – that kind of doctrine.  
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The problem with that is that the gospel of Christ is said to be the power of God unto salvation.  Come 
with me over to First Corinthians, Chapter 1, and notice that water baptism is not a part of the gospel 
that Paul preached.  If the power of God is salvation and water baptism is not a part of the gospel that 
Paul preached, then it is going to be rather hard to see how water baptism is going to put you into union 
with the Lord Jesus Christ because the gospel that Paul preached is the power of God unto salvation. (1 
Corinthians 1:17) 
 
Now, that is something you need to face.  The brethren who teach that water baptism is what is dealt 
with in Romans, Chapter 6, and that baptism actually places you into union with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
have a problem.  That is baptismal regeneration and it will not work, folks, because the gospel is the 
power of God unto salvation and water baptism is not a part of the gospel.   
 
Then, there are other people who understand the gospel and they understand that we are saved apart 
from water baptism and apart from any religious rituals and works.  So, they say, “What the passage is 
saying in Romans 6:3, is a symbol of our union with Christ.  It does not actually join us to Christ but it is 
a symbol of our union with Christ.”  But wow; when you read Chapter 6, Verse 3, it is tough to get that 
because it says we were baptized into Jesus Christ, baptized into his death.   
 
This passage teaches that baptism does something.  It does not teach that it symbolizes something, it 
teaches that it accomplishes something.   
 
So the baptism in Romans 6:3 is not of symbolism, it is an actual reality. The answer to the problem is 
just to recognize what we have already talked about, that there is no water in Romans, Chapter 6.   
 
Romans, Chapter 6 is a dry baptism and it is what we call real baptism rather than ritual baptism.  The 
real baptism, of course, is by one Spirit where we are all baptized into one body.  The Spirit baptism is 
whereby he takes the believing sinner and places him into living union with the Lord Jesus Christ and 
makes him a member of the Body of Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:13)  We have been over all that. 
 
It is important and I want you to remember how to refute and deal with those two issues about water 
baptism actually joining you to Christ and people who say that water baptism is a symbol of our union.  
Remember how to demonstrate that this passage does not have anything to do with water.  You need to 
be sure to remember those things. 
 
Romans 6:3 – “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death?”  And dying with him, we were circumcised.  We had the body, the sins of the flesh, cut away 
through the circumcision of Christ at Calvary when he died there.  And our identification in his death 
makes it ours.  
 
Now, the old man has been crucified in Christ.  He has been put off when you got in Christ.  In view of 
that, you are to put off the lifestyle that the old man taught you to live – the way this old man used to 
tell your soul to live.  Your soul is “you”, and that is where your will and your heart are found.  We 
studied these things.  And this is the part of you that is “you”, your own personal self, your ego, your 
self-worth and image and all of that business.  It is who “you” are.  You are not a complete person 
without the body, the soul, and the spirit.  These are the three things that make up the anatomy and the 
essence of a man.  But the part of you that is conscious and choosing is your soul. 
 
Now, as an unsaved person, the body (the flesh) dominated and ran things.  But, he says to put that off 
now.  Why?  Put it off and live like who you are.  Do you know what Christ teaches you?  He teaches you 
that you are not that old man anymore, so put him off.  Now, turn to Ephesians 4:24 
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Romans 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: 
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  

Notice that God the Father raised Him from the dead. 
 
We should now reflect these truths in our lives. 
 
You see, you have already been buried with him.  If you were buried with him, do you need to be buried 
again in the watery graves of baptism?  Whoever heard of burying anybody in water, anyway? 
 
A guy is going to sprinkle a little water on your head.  If somebody dies, do you go out and pour water 
on his head?  Did you ever bury anybody by burying just their head in the ground?  You don’t bury 
somebody by burying just their head.  You bury all of them.   
 
So, the Baptists say: “See? That is right.  You have got to submerge him.”  So, you submerge him in 
water.  Do you not usually see them buried in the ground?  They buried Christ in a rock.  What kind of a 
deal do we have here?   
 
What you have here is a situation that just defies the text.  If you think I am just trying to poke fun at it, 
you are right.  I am just trying to poke fun at it because it is the most non-sensible thing you ever saw.  
The reason I am poking fun at it is because it is funny.  It is ludicrous when you begin to read in Verses 
3, 4 and 5 and say that any of that has any thing to do with water baptism.  If you teach it is water 
baptism you make a joke out of the passage.  Look at what it says. 
 
Folks, it is a death baptism.  You do not have anything to do with performing it. (Luke 12:50) 
 
Notice that it says: “We are buried with him.”  Do you know what burial is?  You are buried with him in 
his death.  Do you know what you do when you bury somebody?  Burying somebody is breaking all of 
the ties of the former human life.  That is cutting the line to the old life. You are buried with him.  “Your 
life is hid with Christ in God.” (Colossian 3:3)  You are sunk down into him.   
 
This death with him is the end of the old man that you were.  If somebody dies, you take the body down 
to the mortuary where they prepare it and put it in the coffin and people walk by and say:  “Oh, doesn’t 
he look natural?”  I have never understood that.  “Doesn’t she look good?”  You will be in there sometime 
and I will be in there sometime.  You watch them take off the glasses and rings and all the jewelry to 
give to the family and then they put the lid down on that old dead corpse for the last time.  They take it 
out and drop it down in the ground and bury it.  They put it out of sight.   
 
Do you know why?  No one wants to watch what is going to happen to that old flesh.  It is going to 
become a carnival for the maggots and the worms are going to eat it.  You do not want to watch that so 
they put it out of the way, out of sight.  It will go back where it came from.  It is over; nothing to hold 
onto, nothing to talk to.  It’s gone.  That is your old life.  You are dead.  That old life is gone.  It is over 
with.  Now, that is your position.  That is why Paul goes on and gives you the application in the verse:  
you are to walk like it.   
 
… even so we also should walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:4) 
 
Folks, if you understand and appreciate that you are dead with Christ, you are dead to sin, you died with 
the Lord Jesus Christ when he died, that ought to affect your daily life.  You ought to live like who you 
are.  That is what walking in the spirit is all about. 
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Walking in the spirit is not some Pentecostal program, like most people think it is, where the Spirit of God 
comes over here and zap, takes your hand and you do not ever reach for that thing again.   
 
You are going to minister to people, even grace people, who have no idea what walking in the Spirit is.  
It is just some hoodily doodily.  The Spirit falls on one and we all pray: “Fall on us.”  
 
Pass me not, O Gentle Saviour, 
Hear my humble cry; 
While on others thou art calling, 
Do not pass me by. 
 
Did you ever sing that song?  That is in the Pentecostal program.  The last time I sang that song was in a 
Grace Church.  Do you know what that is?  That’s Pentecost.  That is Acts Chapter 4.  That is not today.   
 
What do you think it means to walk in the Spirit?  You see, Paul is now adding a new dimension to what 
he is dealing with in Romans.  He has got the issue of “justification by grace through faith plus nothing” 
settled.  He is going on now:  “You are justified, you have eternal life, you are secure.  Now, walk.  Come 
to appreciate all that God has made you in Christ by his Spirit putting you into Christ and walk in line with 
that.  Walk in light of who you are in Christ.”   
 
“With him” - That is, what is true of him is true of us.  In other words, there ought to be a 
correspondence in our walk to the fact that we have been crucified and raised together with him.  It is 
fitting that we “should walk in newness of life.”    
 
Romans 6:4 says, “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”  That is 
grace!   
 
 

Romans 6:5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his 
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:  

They say: That means when we submerge them, that is being planted in the likeness of his death and 
raised in the likeness of his resurrection.  What did they bury him in?  They buried him in a tomb hewn 
out of rock.  They did not bury him in any water.  There is not any likeness there.  When they buried him 
he was “stone-cold dead.”  His soul and spirit had left his body.  When they bury someone up there in 
that tub of water or sprinkle water on them, their soul and spirit are still in them.   
 
Do you understand that there is not any corresponding likeness in it in reality.   
 
A Baptist preacher once asked someone his position on baptism.  He answered: “Like this.”  And he 
stands there and has his hand up to pronounce the benediction and holds him with a napkin over his 
nose and gets him around the back of the head.  You are standing there.  Do you know how the Lord 
Jesus Christ was when he died?  He was out there nailed and hanging, not standing anywhere.   
 
I mean, Folks, that gets to be an almost ridiculous thing – somebody holding their nose and getting 
dunked under the water compared to the bleeding, broken body of the Lord Jesus Christ nailed and 
hanging on a tree.   
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What I am talking to you about is that it says “likeness” and there is not any likeness between water 
baptism.   
 
We are planted in the likeness or the sameness of his death.  That is ours and it is a reality.  If you come 
back here in this passage and stick water in Romans 6, you just distort it. If you teach baptismal 
regeneration you deny the likeness – there is no likeness – (that’s point number two) between the water 
baptism and the baptism of Christ. 
 
For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, …(Romans 6:5) 
 
No, you were not.   
 
Verse 5 - There is not even a similarity, much less a likeness to his baptism.  Verse 5 says “together” and 
Verse 4 says you are buried with him.  Being buried 1900 years later is not together nor with him. 
 
How are you going to get in the likeness of the resurrection?  To be planted in the likeness of his death.  
Whatever that baptism is in his death you are going to have to get it to get in the resurrection.   
 
Folks, if that is water baptism that means you have to get water baptized to get resurrected.  That means 
you are not going to go up in the Rapture unless you are water baptized.  If that passage is water 
baptism, you and I preach the wrong gospel.   
 
Now look at Verses 5-10 where he begins to give you some reasons why you should live in newness of 
life.  In other words, if we went down in the likeness of his death, we are going to come up in the 
likeness of his resurrection.  We are involved in a program, folks.   
 
By the way, you should be reading Pastor Stam’s commentary – I am assuming that you are as you go 
through these passages.  Pastor Stam makes a very interesting point about that word “likeness.”  That 
word carries the idea of sameness.  That is, not something that is a counterfeit or reflection but “in his 
death.”  In the actual sameness we have been made one with him.  His death is our death.  That put us 
in a program that is going to get us out of here.  And if we are going to get out we ought to live like we 
are going to get out.   
 
You see, you have been made a part of what God is doing with the Lord Jesus Christ.  God has a 
program in operation today in the Lord Jesus Christ.  He has a plan and a purpose and program that he is 
carrying on through the Lord Jesus Christ.  You and I, in virtue of our being identified with him, are made 
a part of that program.  That program is identified in Verse 5 as the likeness of his resurrection.  That is 
amplified in Verse 6 with the issue of victory over sin.   
 
Do you see that word “likeness?”  That is sometime a problem for people who say that it is something 
that is similar or symbolic.   But, it is not symbolic, it is real.  The reason it says “likeness” is that when 
Christ died at Calvary, for him, it was a matter of experience.  When he went to the cross and died on 
that cross, that is something that he literally did.  He was literally, physically, experientially there in the 
first person present.  He experienced the cross but for us, it is a non-experiential thing.  It is a positional 
thing.   
 
We are placed into the body of Christ.  We trust Christ as our Saviour and God the Holy Spirit takes us 
and identifies us in him.  He was crucified dead and raised again and when we are made one with him, 
we participate now in everything that was his before the foundation of the world in eternity past.  We 
participate in all that belonged to him in all of his life from eternity past to eternity future because we are 
in him.   
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For us, our identification in his death is positional.  It is a spiritual thing.  We were not literally, 
personally, individually there.  We are there in him.   So it says “likeness” in the sense that it is real.  We 
are really one with him and we really actually participate in all that he participated in.  But, it has not 
been our experience as it was his experience.  It is counted to us for righteousness.  We are counted as 
having participated in him although we were not actually experientially there.  
 
You have heard me say many times, the Spirit baptism is a non- experiential truth.  It is positional truth.  
It has to do with our oneness in him and by virtue of being one with him, we participate in everything 
that he has and has done.   
 
So, when he talks about likeness, it’s because it’s an experience for him but for us it’s positional and 
spiritual.   
 
In other words, God is going to complete what he has started with us.  That brings me to repeat what I 
said last time: “We are in a program with the Lord Jesus Christ.  When we trust him and we are placed in 
him, one day God is going to take the Church, the Body of Christ out of here and when he does, he is 
going to resurrect it.  The dead in Christ shall rise first.  We which are alive and remain shall be changed 
and will be caught up together and we’re going to meet the Lord in the clouds up there.  God is going to 
perform and accomplish the execution of his purpose and we are a part of his program.  Folks, that 
program is a program of total, absolute victory over sin.” 

 

Romans 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that 
the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not 
serve sin.  

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that [purpose, intent] the body of sin might be 
destroyed,[why?] that henceforth we should not serve sin. (Romans 6:6) 
 

You see, God has put you in a program of absolute, total victory over sin.  Hey!  That ought to thrill you.  
That verse takes care of your past, your present and your future.  In the past we have been crucified 
together with him.  I am dead.  You can not kill me twice.  
 
It takes care of my future: “that the body of sin might be destroyed.”   That old body of sin is going to be 
taken care of.  God is going to eradicate it.  Do you know how he is going to do it?  He is going to give 
me a new glorified body one day.  My past is taken care of.  My future is taken care of and the present 

because I am dead; I’m going to get a new body.  Therefore he says: We should not serve sin now.  We 
have absolute, total equipping for everything.  When you see all that God has done for you, then all of a 
sudden it is a lot easier to say: “Hey, that is what is going on.” 
 
Now, this is what God has done.  We are going to get into the issue of applying it down in Verses 11-14 
but first, you have to know the facts.  First, you have to understand what God has done.   
 

Notice what he says in Verse 6. “Knowing this, that our old man.”  What in the world is he talking about?  
“The old man.”  That expression is a reference to what we call “the old sin nature.”  Some people say 
that is a reference to Adam and indeed it is because that is where we get our old sin nature.  In the 
Bible, especially in Paul’s epistles, it often refers to what we call “the old sin nature.”   
 
In Chapter 7, Verse 5, he calls it “the body of sin.” (Romans 7:5) 
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I could go on and on but I am not going to do it for time’s sake; but note that the old sin nature is 
resident in your flesh.   
 
There are two aspects of the old sin nature.  Because of those two aspects there are two bents that it 
has.  Do you remember in the Garden of Eden there is a tree of the knowledge of good and evil?  Most 
people say that good was what God wanted them to do and evil was what the devil wanted them to do.  
That couldn’t be any farther from the truth because God wouldn’t have told them to go do what he did 
not want them to do.   
 
The good and the evil, we would say, are the strengths and weaknesses.  What that is, is human good 
and human evil.  The old sin nature has a side to it that can produce human good.  Do you remember 
Isaiah 64:6?   “All our righteousnesses (our human good) are as filthy rags;” That is religion.  It has a 
bent toward aestheticism.  That is, it has a bent toward doing good works.  It has a bent toward religion.  
It has a bent toward philanthropy.  It has that natural bent. 
 
Now, that sin nature also has a side toward where the weaknesses are.  That is, human evil.  It has a 
bent toward lasciviousness.  It has a bent toward wickedness in an overt sense.  It has a bent toward 
adultery, fornication, drunkenness, lying, malice and all kinds of sins of the spirit.  It has that wicked bent 
toward lasciviousness and the tendency toward good works because there is human good and human evil 
in all of us.  You can find the most wicked person in the world and there is a place where you can get 
down and touch his heart and get him to do something good for somebody because it’s there.   
 
You can take the most wonderful, kind, gentle, good person in the world you would ever want to meet 
and you get down in their heart and you can find real wickedness there because that is the bent of our 
old sin nature.   
 
What we have to do as believers, when we come to Christ as our Saviour, is to realize God will not take 
the whole shooting match.  We know he won’t take our evil, but how hard it is for us to admit he won’t 
take our human good.  That is the offense of the cross.   
 
Grace says: “Strike it all, brother.”  He says about that old sin nature: “Just strike it.  Get rid of all of it.”  
So, God takes that old sin nature and he crucifies it. 
 
Whether you lived your former life in the weaknesses or strengths of your old sin nature, they were 
dominant.  God says: I want none of it. 
 
Do you know what we do?  We get saved and our old man says: “Okay, we are not going to walk down 
here any more” so he begins to exert his strengths.  Isn’t that true?  And you begin to battle with one.  
Sometime you battle with the other.  It is a constant battle as Paul says in Romans, Chapter 7.  He says 
he is battling these things all the time.  That is not where the victory is.   
 
You need to know what that old sin nature is.  You need to understand that it has a bent toward good as 
well as a bent toward evil.  You are going to minister to people, you are going to have to deal with 
people who think that because they want to do the right thing, that it is God wanting them to do it.  The 
most wicked thing you will ever have to deal with is not going to be lasciviousness and wickedness, 
malice and hatefulness and envy and those kinds of things, it is going to be good works, religion, 
philanthropy and that human good.   
 
You are talking about righteousness when you talk to them about God.  The only thing is, you are talking 
about perfect righteousness.   
 
It is important that you understand the issues of the old sin nature.  That old sin nature is resident in 
your flesh. When he talks about your flesh, what is he talking about?  Well, every person is made up of 
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three distinct parts.  You have a spirit, a soul and a body.  Now, that body has the old sin nature and is a 
part of that flesh.  That is called “the body of sin.”  
 
Now, an unsaved man in an unsaved state is dead in sins and trespasses.  That is, he is spiritually dead.  
His spirit is dead.  His body is alive.  His body and his soul are chained together.  That is, he is a servant 
of sin.  Your soul is the part of you that is you.  That is the part of you that is you when nothing else is 
you.  It is you and nobody else but you.  It’s the personal part of your identity that you always are.   
 
You can share your flesh with somebody else.  I mean, you can die and they can throw you off some ship 
somewhere and a crab come along and chew up on you and then somebody eat the crab and they take 
the molecules out of your body and put them in somebody else’s body by way of a life cycle chain and it 
won’t make any big difference.   
 
You know, some day you will die and they will make fertilizer out of you and in fifty years from now a 
cow eats the grass and the molecules go from the cow into the milk and into you.  That is the life chain. 
The molecules making up your body were probably in a lot of other people before you. That is no big 
deal. It’s no problem fixing that physically and all.  That is okay because that is not you.  That is just the 
house that your soul is in and the vehicle that carries your soul and spirit around down here.  But, it has 
that old sin nature and that body of sin runs your soul.  You are a servant of sin as an unsaved person. 
 
The issue is now we are dead to sin.  That is, that old man, that old flesh is said to have been crucified.  
That old sin nature once controlled us but now God says that it is dead.  We are now dead to sin and 
alive unto God.   
 
Once you were dead to God, alive to sin.  But when you trusted Christ, God began to do some radical 
changing in your spiritual, physiological make-up.  He imparted his life and now you are alive - the plan 
and purpose of God.  Impartation of the new nature, now your old man is crucified with Christ.   
 
That is not all.  In Colossians 2:11, he says you are circumcised with the circumcision of Christ in the 
putting off of the body of the sins of the flesh.  Did you ever wonder what that was?  God the Holy Spirit 
takes his word and cuts loose your soul from your body and there is a circumcision, death to the flesh.   
 
Do you remember we studied that circumcision means death to the flesh, cut off the flesh.  So now, your 
soul is free. Why?  Because that flesh is dead. 
 
This is an accomplished fact and it is true right now.  Now, he is crucified.  It is past tense.   
 
By the way, when you see those words “is crucified,” that is past tense.   
 
When you put “ed” on the end of a word, that makes it past tense.  “Is” is not the main verb but a 
helping word for the main verb “crucified.”  The main verb sets the tense.  “Is crucified” is a past tense 
experience.  This took place in the past and is a reality right now in your life.  It took place the moment 
you trusted Christ as your Saviour by virtue of being identified in his death. 
 
Folks, you are going to drop that thing one day.  That word “destroyed” is katargeo which means to 
render inoperative.  You see, the death sentence is already been past on that old body of sin.  The 
reason is “that henceforth we should not serve sin.”   
 
You have been equipped not to serve sin any longer.  You are dead to sin. 
 
Now, these facts of what your make-up now looks like are going to be used in a few verses to emphasize 
the practical side.  Get the facts straight first.  You are dead to sin.  That means that it is an absolute 
absurdity for you to live any other way.   
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You see, we have been made in Christ to participate in a divine victory program over sin.  The authority 
of sin over our soul has been broken.  It’s been cancelled.  One day, even sin’s effects over our physical 
body will be destroyed.   
 
Illustration: Let a circle represent sin. The Lord Jesus Christ came down and died at Calvary for our sin.  
He was buried and was raised again and now, by virtue of his death, burial and resurrection, he has won 
the victory over sin.  He is free from sin.   
 
Now, when we trust him as our Saviour we are one with him and we are now free from sin.  The 
bondage of sin has been broken.  We were under the authority and  bondage of sin and when we trusted 
Christ as our Saviour we participated in his death with him we participated in his resurrection and now we 
are free from sin.   
 
Remember last week I showed you a diagram of your soul and spirit and your body in the old sin nature 
(that body of sin) and how God “crucified our old man with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin.”  
 
Right now, the authority of sin over us has been destroyed.  Sin has no authority over you.  One day, 
even its affects on your physical body are going to be done away with because you are going to get a 
new body and go out at the resurrection.   
 
Now, you understand that that old man is dead and he can’t stake a claim on you and he can’t run you  
but everyone of you know very well that you can be influenced by a dead man.  You are not under his 
authority but if you choose, you can be under his influence but you have to choose to be.   
 
That’s what grace does to you.  Grace says, “Here. I’ve blessed you and I have set you free.  Now, I 
want you to love me because I have first loved you and I want you to choose to serve me.” 
 
Do you know what grace does?  Grace puts you on the spot.  We say, “O, how I love Jesus.”  Grace says, 
“Yes, let me see it.”  God fixes it so that if you really love him you can serve him.   
 
Now, what do we do?  Well, we get to looking at ourselves.  We get to looking at the old man.  We get to 
lusting for the leeks and garlic, the onions and the cucumbers.  You read about Israel when God brings 
them out of Egypt with a mighty deliverance and gets them out there in that Promised Land and they just 
keep looking back over yonder and say: Boy, we had it all right back there and God brought us out here 
in this wilderness and we’re going to die.  All we’ve got to eat is white bread. 
 
God has given them manna – angel’s food - fresh every day and they are grumbling.  And so, the Lord 
gives them some quail.  How would you like to go out in the morning and the quail were flying about 
waist high and every time you take a baseball bat you knock them down and you cook them fresh every 
day?  That’s what happened.  That wouldn’t be too bad, would it?   
 
Need a little water?  God would give it to you out of rock.  You’d think you could get along with all that, 
wouldn’t you?  Do you know what they did?  Oh, we had it good back yonder.  They forgot what it was 
like back over there.  They forgot the slavery of sin.  They forgot about the bondage.  They forgot about 
the turmoil and the strife and the bitterness and the wailing.  They began to look back over there.  Do 
you know what they are?  They were just like you.  They were just like me.  Just like us.  
 
Grace will check you out.  Grace will read your meter.  God says, “You’ve got it all.  Now, love me.  Can’t 
you just love me?”  Grace puts you on the spot.  That’s what grace does.   
 



In Romans, Chapter 6, the issue is that God’s grace has fully equipped you to live in victory.  It’s totally 
inconsistent with who you are and with what God has done for you and the program that God has placed 
you in for you to sin even one time (which means that every time you do, you’re responsible).  Nobody 
made you do that.  Some person on TV or some dear believer sitting here in this room will watch that 
video and say, “You don’t understand.  My husband or wife made me do it or society made me do it or 
circumstances or situations.  Hogwash!  You rascal.  You did it because you wanted to.  That’s right.  “I 
did it because I wanted to.”   
 
I look at God’s grace and I see what God has done for me and what he has made me in Christ, it makes 
me ashamed, not proud to confess that.  But, it is wonderful to know that I don’t have to be defeated 
because this passage tells us that God has fixed us so that sin might be destroyed. 
 
God has won the absolute, total victory over sin and sin is not going to beat me!  Now, isn’t that 
wonderful to know?  You can look at the big monster in your life and know that it is not going to have 
dominion over you.  God is going to get you out of here.  And, if there isn’t a motive for living for him 
now in that then I don’t know what any motive ever would be to live for him.   
 
… that henceforth we should not serve sin. (Romans 6:6) 
 
The whole purpose is that henceforth we should not serve sin.  We shouldn’t be a slave any more.  God 
has made us part of a total victory program and he is going to accomplish what he started that he has 
made a part of in the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The old man here is identified as being the “body of sin”:   “ . . . that the body of sin might be 
destroyed.”  God has made it so that we don’t have to sin, and if we’re going to have any spiritual victory 
in our spiritual battle in our day-to-day life, we are going to have to understand and acknowledge what 
God has done; He has cut away the old man.  And then we are going to have to reckon like Verse 11 
says:  Romans 6:11 
 
Let’s start talking about the body.  It is said that the body is depraved.  Romans 6:6 says “Knowing this, 
that our old man is crucified with him, [with Christ] that the body of sin might be destroyed, that 
henceforth we should not serve sin”.  It says that the body is the “body of sin.”   
 
 

 

Romans 6:7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.  

The mastery of sin has been broken.   
 
“Free from sin.”  He is loosed from sin.  You have a radical adjustment and Paul says: “Hey.  You need to 
understand this because God has done something to you that has completely and totally changed your 
situation.”  You aren’t that old guy who was the servant of sin, chained to him and had to go wherever 
he wanted to go and do everything he wanted to do and could not get in touch with God.  You have had 
a change take place.  You have not just been declared righteous before God but there is something 
taking place inside of you.  You are dead to sin and alive unto God.   
 
Now, walking in the spirit has to do with “Are you going to walk according to the purpose of the old sin 
nature or are you going to walk according to the purpose of the Spirit of God.”  Are you going to walk in 
line with the purpose and plan and program of the old sin nature that is dead and God is going to replace 
one day?  Or are you going to walk in line with the Spirit of God and what God is doing in his program 
and purpose for you?   
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Folks, sin can’t do anything to you after you are dead.  Did you know that?  How many times can you kill 
a guy?  One time.   
 
Mr. Stam has that story about the fellow who came into court.  The judge asks:”Who are you?”   
 
The man says: “I’m the son of the defendant who is supposed to be before you.”   
 
The judge says: “You’d better give me good reasons why your dad isn’t here.”   
 
The man says: “I’ve got fourteen good reasons.”   
 
The judge says: “They’d better be good or I am going to put him in jail.”   
 
The man says: “Reason number one is that he died two weeks ago.”   
 
The judge says: “Well, that’s it.  We don’t need any more reasons.” 
 
“I’ve got thirteen more,” he says. 
 
“That first one will do.”   
 
The law doesn’t have anything against you when you are dead, you see. 
 
“For he that is dead is freed from sin” is talking about being freed from the mastery, the dominion of sin.  
Sin is no longer our master.   
 
In Job 3, there is a very interesting passage about death. (Job 3:11, Job 3:19) 
 
We had been under the power of a hated and a hateful captor but now we are free. 
 
The issue in Verse 7 has to do with mastery.  The word “sin” has to do with the old sin nature but more 
than that, it has to do with that sinful lifestyle, that style of sinning that we had developed, that complex 
of old patterns that had developed out of the sinful responses to life that we had cultivated from our old 
sin nature.   
 
Because of your old sin nature’s dominion in your life before you trusted Christ, you have a personally 
developed lifestyle of sinning.  You sin in a way that is particularly and habitually yours.  You have 
personal besetting sins and faults that you have because of the way your life developed.  Your sin nature 
in your personality, your environment, your climate and your upbringing is your habitual pattern of sinful 
lifestyle and sinning, whatever it was.   
 
All of us have it.  Maybe it’s human good.  Maybe it’s human evil.  Maybe it’s the bent toward 
lasciviousness.  Maybe it’s the bent that the old nature has toward asceticism.  Whatever your pattern 
was, whatever the specifics are – I don’t know the specific name, I’m not worried about that – but I do 
know the generic term is “sin.”   It’s the sinful patterns of lifestyle that have developed because of your 
old sin nature.  You old sin nature has a completely desire-oriented lifestyle.  It is personal-fulfillment and 
personal-desire oriented, walking around fulfilling the desires of the flesh (Ephesians 2:3), doing what 
you wanted to do.   
 
Now, some of you like one thing and some of you, another thing.  That’s the reason that there is all kind 
of sin out there in the world because men have developed all kinds of things to stimulate them.  
Whatever that had dominion over you, that sinful lifestyle and response to the details of life that you 
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developed because of your old sin nature’s control in your life,  you are no longer a slave to that.  You 
are free.   
 
For you to walk the way your old life was, for to be your old self and revert back to the old way and old 
habits, the old lethargy, the old sinful patterns that you had before you got saved, you have to choose to 
do it.   
 
You have to walk under the tyranny of your emotions rather than stand by faith on the basis of what God 
has made you in Christ, realize who you are and get on with your new life.  You walk on the basis of 
human viewpoint, on the basis of the old rather than the divine viewpoint, the new.   
 
You have perfect freedom and liberty in Christ.  It is yours.  Where did you get that freedom?  You got it 
from grace. 

 

Romans 6:8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall 
also live with him:  

That’s what he is saying.  He says, “Hey, the facts are we are free.  God has made us something in 
Christ.  He has set us free.  We are outside the clutches, outside the dominion of sin and God, one day, is 
going to take us completely out of its presence.  You need to realize who you are in Christ and get on 
with that new life and have done with the old.  (Romans 6:8-10) 
 
You see, we’re dead with Christ.  That is positional truth.   
 
We’re dead to sin (Verse 3); how?  By being dead with Christ. That’s the position.  We’re dead to sin’s 
authority.  It has been cancelled and has no more claim upon us.  We are out of the clutches of sin.  
Meanwhile, we walk down here.  Its authority doesn’t have any dominion over us.  He’s laying a principle.  
That’s who you are.  You have been made free.  That’s what God’s Spirit did for you when he placed you 
into Christ.  The mechanics of positional truth, that spiritual baptism, did something for you.  It put you in 
Christ and made you free from the authority of sin.   
 
One day, even your body that sin still does have an effect on will be resurrected and you will get a 
glorified body and you won’t even have its presence in your body.  
 
Again, I say to you, you’re not under the authority but you can be influenced by a dead man.  The idea 
here that he is getting at is that we believe.  If we died with Christ “we believe that we shall also live with 
him”.  We’re dead with him and one day he’s going to take us out of here – and we believe it.   
 
These are the facts of the situation.  There are three words here that you need to get a hold of.  Facts 
lead to faith and faith will lead to experience (feeling).  You have to get the facts.  Then you have to 
believe the facts, rest upon them and then come the feelings.  The experiential understanding, the 
appreciation in your daily experience of all that God has made you, the facts of who you are will only be 
yours when you, by faith, walk in light of what God has made you.   
 
Walking in the spirit is the issue here.  He says: “You walk in the spirit and you will not fulfill the lust of 
the flesh.”  Walking in the spirit has to do with walking in a recognition of who it is God’s Spirit has made 
you.  It’s walking by faith in what God has done for you, realizing who you are in Christ and getting on 
with that new life in Christ.  When that happens and when you do that then there is a full range of 
emotions that come into play that are produced as the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.6.8-45.6.10|_AUTODETECT_|


gentleness, goodness – those are emotional, mental attitudes that are the result of faith resting on the 
facts of God’s word and walking in line with what God’s Spirit has done.   
 
Now, you need to learn that in your life.  You are going to minister to people, gentlemen, who are going 
to be believers and they are going to come to an appreciation of what grace has done for them.  They 
are going to Romans, Chapters 3, 4 and 5, and understand their security in Christ and then they need to 
be led on in their understanding of what it is to walk in the spirit.   
 
Most people think that walking in the spirit is a Pentecostal kind of thing.  This reach-down-and-zap-you 
and make you from the outside stop sinning, make you from the outside do this or that.  “It ain’t so, 
McGee.”   
 
The way walking in the spirit works today has to do with recognizing by faith what God has done by his 
Spirit when he placed us into Christ, getting the facts of who we are in Christ straight, getting the facts of 
Romans 6:1-10 clearly in our mind and in our understanding.  You are going to have to communicate 
these things in a clear and plain manner to people so they can understand them – and not just 
understand them but so they can believe them. 
 
When we, by faith (“faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God”), rest on who we are, then 
folks, God the Holy Spirit takes these things and it’s part of his office work to actualize them and make 
them an experiential reality in our life.  They are a positional reality – that was his ministry – but he also 
has the ministry of making them experientially a reality and causing you, day by day, to experience in the 
details of your life that absolute, total  victory over sin and that freedom from that mastery of sin that 
you have.  
 
Remember that, will you?  You don’t know about this baptism into Christ, being dead with him, raised 
with him, walking in newness of life, being free from the old sin nature – you don’t know about those 
things by looking at your feelings.  Do you know why?  The old sin nature seeks to exert itself and try to 
convince you that it is not dead.  It tries to influence and you can be influenced by a dead man.  Every 
one of you is influenced by dead men.  You know you are.  It seeks to exert itself in its influence and 
hide the truth.  That’s what Satan is doing today is to hide the Body truth, trying to cover it up so it isn’t 
real.  
 
Folks, it isn’t just issue of water baptism that he’s trying to hide and it isn’t just the issue of the Great 
Commission.  The reason he grits all that up is he to hide the truth of how we work and function together 
today as members of the Body of Christ on the earth.  We have been equipped with divine operating 
assets that set us free from sin’s dominion so that we can serve God and even have an impact on 
heavenly places.   
 

 

Romans 6:9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no 
more; death hath no more dominion over him.  

“Knowing.”  We know it by the book.  It’s faith. It’s experience that you don’t feel – you believe these 

things.   Do you see why somebody would want to experience a water baptism?  The old man wants to 

feel it.  “Oh, I felt so wonderful.”  Do you have people tell you that?  “What a wonderful experience it 

was!”    
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These are matters of faith and when faith begins to look at feeling it falls in the mud hole.  It doesn’t 
work.  It ceases being faith and it’s walking on the basis of unbelief.  It’s impossible to have faith in God 
outside of faith in his word.  You put faith in human viewpoint and then you are not walking in the spirit.  
You’re not walking in line with the facts of who you are in Christ – faith walking in line with the facts of 
who you are in Christ is the issue – walking in the spirit.  
 
Verse 9 gives you the principle about being dead with Christ.  If death doesn’t have dominion over him, if 
he’s been raised and is free and you were raised with him, then you are free with him.  For in that he 
died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.  

 

Romans 6:10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he 
liveth, he liveth unto God. Walking in the spirit is the issue here.  

We are not just dead to sin, we are not just free from sin, and we have been made alive unto God.  You 
see, God did not just kill us and make us dead to sin and then just leave us dead where sin can’t run us 

any more.  He has made us alive unto him.  He has put within us a power and a capacity to live in line 
with what he is doing.   
 
So, you are dead to sin – that means you are free from sin - and then you are alive unto God.  
 
Those things in Verses 5-10 are the facts of the situation.  That is what God has done for us in order to 
make us dead to sin. 
 
That’s a good verse to use on a Roman Catholic.  It matches Hebrews, Chapter 10 (which tells you that 
you can use Hebrews 10 legitimately today). (Hebrews 10:12) 
 
It’s not a continual struggle or battle but it is recognizing that the issue has been settled.  Do you know 
where victory is in the Christian life for you?  It’s not getting up every day and saying: “I’ve got to 
overcome this sin.”  No, no, that’s backwards.  It’s recognizing the victory is already there and that what 
I have to do today is to walk by faith in the fact that I’ve got the victory.  It’s not constantly struggling 
trying to overcome but rather, living in such a way that God’s Spirit lives out of me.   
 
One is the law principle, striving to perform to get the blessing.  Are you listening to me?  The other is 
the grace principle, the gift principle.  You’ve already got it.  It’s yours.  Now go and enjoy it.   
 
In later verses you will see the way you are going to enjoy it is by yielding yourself to God and not to the 
flesh.  It’s not striving.  It’s yielding.  It’s presenting, not working to make it so it’s by faith recognizing 
that it is already so and then cultivating the habit of walking in line with what God has made you in 
Christ.   
 
You’ve been programmed for victory.  You’re dead with Christ.  You’re alive unto God.  If you are alive to 
his program, to his plan, so he says in Verse 11:   
 
Romans 6:6-10 – “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  For he that is dead is freed from sin.  Now if we be 
dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: Knowing that Christ being raised from the 
dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him.  For in that he died, he died unto sin once: 
but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.”   
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You see folks, the reason that we can put away the old lifestyle of the old man is that the old man 
himself is dead.  You can put away his lifestyle because he has been put away.  The old man was put out 
of business when Christ was crucified.  The old man is crucified with him that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that we henceforth should not serve sin.  Paul says, “I’m crucified with Christ, nevertheless I 
live, yet not I but Christ liveth in me.”  Galatians 5:24 

 

Verses 11-14 Application: Walking in the spirit is the issue here.  

Romans 6:11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord 
 
“Likewise.”  You see what has happened to Christ in Verses 8, 9, and 10?  Christ died and he has been 
raised and death can’t touch him anymore.  Sin can’t affect him anymore.  Sin can’t do a thing to him 
because he’s been raised out of it.  Total freedom.   
 
“Likewise.”  He died.  He is alive unto God.  You are dead.  You are alive.  Recognize the fact that you 
participated in everything he participated in.  You participated in his death and his resurrection.  Your 
dead sins’ authority is done away with.  It has no authority over you.  It has no dominion over you.  It 
might seek to influence you but you don’t have to pay any attention to it.  The mastery of sin is gone and 
you are alive unto God.   
 
Slavery is an interesting thing.  In January, 1863, the Emancipation Proclamation, declared by Abraham 
Lincoln, officially went into effect freeing the slaves in America.  After that, their masters had no authority 
over them legally, but did you know that many slaves stayed with their masters?  
  
In fact, I don’t know what you know about slavery in this country.  But, in the 1850s and 1860s, slaves in 
this country had better living conditions by far than free men in England had.  If you have ever read 
Charles Dickens’ stories about life in England in that period of time – Tiny Tim and those kinds of things – 
most slaves in this country, whether in the South or North, had much better living conditions than in 
England.  (England was in a terribly depressed economic and social condition at that time.)  And so, for 
whatever the reason, many of them chose not to stay with their masters.  They were free to do what 
they pleased.   
 
I say that to say this: The authority of the master might be gone.  It’s your choice whether you live under 
his dominion or not.  When you place yourself under his influence and dominion, that’s your choice.  
They didn’t have to stay there. They could leave.  Many of them did, maybe most of them, I don’t know.  
But, I know this: as believers you are free.  You are emancipated.   
 
“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves.”  Count it to be true of yourself.   
 
“Likewise.”  The principle, in Verses 8-10 that was applied to Christ, he’s now going to apply to the 
believer. That word “reckon” means to count something to be so.  Consider it so.  Believe it to be true of 
yourself what’s true of Christ - dead to sin, alive unto God.  Consider that to be true of yourself. 

 
I say it again.  It’s just talking about recognizing who you are.  Recognize the position that you have in 
Christ.  Listen.  You can’t believe something, you can’t count it so, you can’t reckon it so if it isn’t so.  
But, if it is so, if it is a fact, faith can believe it.  So if you are in Christ, you’re “dead indeed unto sin.”   
 
Now, that means that I am safe and secure.  If I am dead to sin, is there ever a sin that can kill me?  I 
can’t be killed but once and I’m already dead.  That is total security in Christ but I am also alive unto 
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God.  You see, I’m not just dead to sin.  I don’t have to obey sin any more.  The authority of sin has 
been destroyed.   
 
I emphasize again the difference between authority of sin and the influence of sin.  He is saying that sin’s 
authority has been destroyed but you still possess the old sin nature in your flesh.  Grace puts you in the 
position where that influence doesn’t have to be yielded to but it can be.  Grace exhorts you: Love me, 
not it.   
 
God leaves you here from the time you trust him until the time of your resurrection to serve him.  When 
we talk about salvation by grace, it doesn’t mean that God isn’t interested in how you live.  It means he 
doesn’t save you by how you live.  But, he saved you for the purpose of your serving him.  He has a 
service for you now.  He bought you with a price and now he has a job for you.  He killed you – you died 
with Christ.  You’re free from sin and alive unto God.  You’re an active participant in God’s program.  Now 
let’s get on with it. 
 
What Paul is saying is that it is totally inconsistent for you, for any believer, who has had all this happen 
to him to go out and serve sin.  You are denying who you are.  You’re like a millionaire bumming around 
at the Pacific Garden Mission down there.  Understand.  You’ve got the assets.   
 
What he is saying here in Verses 11-14, is that our position in Christ and the program of total victory over 
sin must be practiced in our daily lives in order to translate into practical victory. 
 
If you are going to have any victory over sin in your life, you have to take the position that you have in 
Christ and the program of God that you are involved in and live in it and have it function in your life not 
just be something that is true but that is a reality as far as the details of your life go.  That’s the reason 
he says in Verse 11. 
 

Romans 6:12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye 
should obey it in the lusts thereof.  

“Reign.”  There’s a master sitting on a throne reigning over his servants.   
 
Don’t let it reign, folks. The reigning has to do with obedience, not dominion, but it’s your obeying its 
influence.  Don’t let it boss you around.  Walk in the position you have in Christ.   
 
The idea is quite simple.  The exhortation is that the old man is dead so you are not under his authority 
and don’t be influenced by it.  You see, that old sin nature still exists.  In order for the Lord to leave us 
down here to serve him he had to leave us in our body because that’s the vehicle that carries our spirit 
and our soul around on this planet.  To leave you in that body he had to leave the old sin nature there 
because in order to get rid of it, he had to kill the flesh.  That old sin nature is genetically present in your 
flesh and the only way to get rid of it is to drop the flesh and kill it. 
 
In order to use you he fixed you so you don’t have to live under the dominion of sin or its influence or its 
control.  He says: Now, let’s get on with it.   
 
Now, the old sin nature is going to try to exert itself.  It’s going to try to convince you that it is dead and 
try to trick you into not believing that it’s dead, not standing in the position that you have in Christ.   
 
Do you know why you are going to have more trouble than anything else?  You and your people, when 
you preach to them, are going to have the most trouble – you remember this - when you are around 
people whose flesh isn’t dead.  When you spend time around unsaved people whose flesh isn’t dead and 



old man isn’t dead but is alive and active, it’s going to stimulate in you the old man.   You stay around 
carnal Christians who are walking in the flesh they are going to stimulate in you the old man.  You better 
be careful when you preach to people the issue of separation.  Those things are important in these issues 
because of that.  
 
“Obey it.”  Sin can’t determine your destiny because that’s fixed in a total victory program and God is 
going to get you out but it can dominate your actions if you let it.  The lust of the flesh or the ministry of 
the Spirit; all that God has done for you in Christ or what the flesh offers; you’re pressured from one 
side, you’re pressured from the other and the choice is yours.   
 
Paul is talking about freedom from the old sin nature having control over your life, from the old sinfully 
habituated lifestyle and thought patterns.    

 

Romans 6:13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of 
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that 
are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God.  

Come over to Chapter 8 and notice when he says: “Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive.”  
One of the offices of the Holy Spirit is to make all of this real in the experience of the believer.  The Holy 
Spirit doesn’t just put you into Christ – he does that – but one of his other functions is to take all that you 

are in Christ, all that he has made you there, and to make that real and activated in your life so that it 
works.  So, that in your experience reflects the position you have.  You are not required to do it yourself.  
God has done it for you.  What he wants you to do is yield yourself, just get in line with what he is doing 
and let it work. (Romans 8:2) 
 
Don’t let the members of your body, i.e. your hands, arms, eyes, feet be yielded as members of 
unrighteousness unto sin.   And note:  “AS THOSE THAT ARE ALIVE FROM THE DEAD.”  Would you 

please tell me what someone who is alive from the dead is?  Doesn’t that mean he is resurrected?  Paul is 
saying he wants you to enjoy that resurrection life of Christ in your daily experience. 
 
Do you know that you have been equipped to live every day, wherever it is you are, whatever your 
capacity is, as though you have already been resurrected from the dead because as far as God is 
concerned, you have been.  As far as God is concerned, you have already been glorified. 
 
If you are somebody who is alive from the dead, what are you?  You are resurrected, aren't you?  He 
said, take the members of your bodies—your hands, your arms, your eyes—your bodies, and yield them 
to God; and do it like you are resurrected from the dead.  He is talking about taking the position that you 
have in Christ and live it right now.  Have that position become a practical reality in your life.  You are to 
live right now as though you already are resurrected from the dead, in that complete and total oneness 
with the will and the purpose and the program and the plan of God.  Anything less than that isn't 
acceptable to God.   
 
Now your position isn't a reality in your life physically right now.  In other words, you are not there yet.  
It is your position; one day you will be there, right?  Right.  But now we take all of that and make it a 
reality.  We yield ourselves.  You see, that has do with taking your body and dedicating it into God's 
service to the place where the details of your life are lived in such a way that you respond to the stimulus 
that comes into your life, just as if you already were resurrected from the dead.  Now that is something, 
and that is Romans 12:1.  Present your bodies a living sacrifice.  Come over to chapter 8.  By the way, in 
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chapter 6, verse 13, that issue of yield your members, that is the issue of present your body in Romans 
12:1, just said in a different way.  Romans 8:11 
 
Paul says, “My desire is to obtain to the resurrection of the dead.”  He is not talking about getting a 
resurrection because he knows he has it in Philippians 3:20.  He knows he is going to be resurrected, and 
he knows where his physical resurrection is.  He is talking about enjoying the power of his resurrection 
right now in daily life.  And how do you do that?  Verse 15 is very clear – the Holy Spirit makes that 
position that we have in Christ a reality in our practice as we walk, not after the flesh but after the Spirit. 
 
Walking after the Spirit is walking in line with what the Spirit of God is doing and walking according to 
who the Spirit of God has made us in Christ.  It has to do with walking in grace and in the program of 
grace – walking right now led by the Spirit of God, walking as the sons that God has made us to be.  
What a privilege!  We are not put under tutors and governors like children trying to adhere to the law 
principle with performance standards and adhering to all of the expectations and goals that people 
require.   
 
Rather, we can deal with one another on the basis of grace, and we can deal with ourselves on the basis 
of grace.  We can function on that basis and see God’s grace become a living reality demonstrated before 
men in us now by his Spirit as one day it will be in living reality in the ages to come.  Ephesians 1:5 
 

 

Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace.  (New operating system) (Walking in the spirit is walking under 

the principle of Grace) 

Contrast the Body of Christ with Israel's program - BOC (not under the law) vs Israel (keep and teach 
commandments).  Matthew 5:19. 
 
Why does the verse say that sin shall not have dominion over you?  “For ye are not under the law, but 
under grace.”  You will never have victory over the dominion of sin until you are properly oriented to the 
assets you have under grace.  Those two principles of law and grace are opposites. 
 
The law principle is what we call, the “If then,” principle.  IF you do this, then I will do that.  IF this 
happens then that will happen.  The law says if you perform this, you will get a blessing.  If you don’t do 
that you get a curse.  It is a performance system. 
 

On the other hand, grace says – here, and hands you the blessing.  Grace is all that God is free to do for 
you through the cross.  Grace gives you a blessing freely.  Turn to Galatians 5 where we will see why this 
is important to understand.  (Galatians 5:16-18) 
 
Can anything be more objective than that?  It’s one or the other. 
 
When I get into Romans to Philemon, I get the dispensational setting: here I am in the dispensation of 

grace, and he tells me I am not under the Law; I am under grace. So how do you operate in the 
dispensation of grace?  You don’t operate under the Law principle; you operate under the grace principle.  
It is very easy to get the contrast because they are totally diametrical principles.  So you want to look for 
the contrasts.  You want to see the contrasts between Israel and the Body.  You want to see the 
contrasts between standing and state.  
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You see, Paul is introducing in Verses 3 -14 some things that you should know in order that you will stop 
sinning in your life.  If you understand what it is that God has made you in Christ and all that he has 
done for you and how he has equipped you – Paul says, “This will stop sin in your life.”  This is how you 
stop sin.  You do not stop sin by getting the law, like in Chapter 7.  We will see that.  People say, “Give 
me the law and I’ll stop sin.”  He says, “No, no, no.  The law will make you a sinner.” 
 
Grace is what stops sin.  Appreciating what God has made you in Christ is what will stop sin.  You are 
dead to sin.  It is an absolute contradiction and absurdity for you to live below the snake line, to live in 
sin.  It is a contradiction of everything you are.  You are a child of God, a son of God with sonship status.  
You ought to act like it.   
 
Do you know what makes a man walk under the dominion of sin?  It’s to walk under the law principle.  
He’s striving and trying to get freedom, seeking to perform.  “If I do this, I’ll get it.”  No, no, no. That’s 
not the way you get freedom over sin.  You had it by grace.  Christ died.  You participated in his death.  
He was raised.  You participated in his life.  You are now dead to sin and alive unto God.  You’re free.  
Now realize who you are.  Count it to be true of you.  If you counted it to be true of him when you 
trusted him as your Saviour, count it to be true of yourself now practically, too.  Therefore, live in line 
with who you are.   
 
What Paul is doing in Verses 11-14, is exhorting these believers to live in light of the position that they 
have in Christ, recognize the position that that they have under grace.  They are dead to sin and alive to 
God.  They are participants with Christ in a program of victory.  And he says: “Look, don’t let sin reign.  
Let grace reign.  Let what God is doing in his grace program reign in your life.” That’s what he says in 
Chapter 5, Verse 21. (Romans 5:21) 
 
You see, folks, Romans 6 is dealing with the walk of grace.  You’ve got the position, justification, eternal 
life.  Now, here’s how that grace is going to walk.  He’s dealing with walking in the spirit.  He’s dealing 
with walking in the position that the Spirit of God gave you when he baptized you and identified you in 
Christ.   
 
In other words, if you yield yourselves unto the Lord and your members as instruments of righteousness 
unto God, sin shall not have dominion over you.  Sin is not going to win out over the believer.  Listen.  
You can let it influence you if you want to.  You can let sin make a wreck of your life.  You can let it 
produce havoc in your life if you want to, if you let it, if you yield to it but sin is not going to win in your 
life because God has put you in Christ and God has made you a part of a program of absolute, total 
victory over sin.  Sin isn’t going to win ultimately.  It is designed to dominate and destroy you.  You can 
let it influence you if you want to - that’s up to you.  It’s a free choice.  God saved you and set you free 
so you can serve him.  You are responsible and obligated to serve him, but if you want to be influenced 
by the old man, by that dead man, it will make a mess of your life.   
 
That’s what Paul is saying there.  You’ve got the victory.  Use it.  Sin shall not have dominion over you.  
That’s why you ought to yield your members as instruments of righteousness unto God “for you are not 
under the law, but under grace.”  That is, the law doesn’t have any authority over us.  Therefore, sin 
doesn’t win.   
 
Now, Verse 14 is the key verse in the issue of victory over sin.   “For sin shall not have dominion over 
you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.”  
 
You read the latter part of that verse to people and they often respond in one of two unfortunate ways.   
 
First, they reject it.  Some people say, “No, it’s impossible not to be under the law.  If you are not under 
the law, you don’t know what is right and what’s wrong.  We need the law to tell us what should and 
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shouldn’t do. So, don’t come along and tell me that I am not under the Ten Commandments.  You mean 
to tell me that I don’t have to keep the Ten Commandments?”  They reject it.   
 
Other people come along and have what is called “antinomianism.”  “Anti” means “against.”  “Nomos” is 
a word for the law.  “Antinomianism” is a word for people who believe that there is no law.  They are 
against the law, without restraint.  That is a word to describe people who would say, “It doesn’t matter 
what I do.  I can live any way I want to and do anything I want to do.” 
 
You get people who are told they are not under the law but under grace and they say, “Whoopie!  Now I 
can just go do whatever I want to do and God doesn’t care.”  Anybody who says that, doesn’t know 
anything about grace because what grace says is “God does care and God did something about it, and he 
did it for you.  He did enough and he set you free.”   
 
Anybody who can look at the grace of God in the face and walk off as though it didn’t make any 
difference and live in sin and act as though it didn’t cost God anything and that God doesn’t care, doesn’t 
understand one thing about grace.   
 
Do you know what grace does?  It puts you on the spot.  You say, “Oh, how I love Jesus” and “How 
wonderful it is that he died for my sins,” and you go out and talk to people about it being “grace plus 
nothing.” And then you go out and live any way you want to live and God looks at you and says, “Yeah.  
Yeah.  You appreciate it, don’t you!” 
 
Do you know what happens?  Grace puts you on the spot and demonstrates whom you really love and 
who it is you don’t love.  I mean, do you love yourself?     
 
Old man Bob Jones used to say, “Character is what you do in the dark.”  That’s what grace does.  It 
shows you what’s inside.  It puts you on the spot.   
 
Grace is the key to victory in the Christian life.  When you understand God’s grace program and how 
grace operates, it doesn’t mean that God isn’t interested in the way you live.  It means he is interested in 
the way you live and he’s fixed you so you can live for him which you couldn’t do before.   
 
That’s what Paul is saying in the first fourteen verses here.  “Hey!  You’re dead to sin.  You have become 
part of a program that ultimately is going to give you absolute, total victory over sin.  You’re not under 
the law.  You are under grace.  You’re a part of God’s grace program.  That’s what has authority over 
you.  Now, don’t be so inconsistent as not to live like who you are and what God has made you.  Don’t be 
so inconsistent as to go out here and act as though nothing ever happened in your life.   
 
Now, Verse 14, again I say, is a key verse to the issue of victory over sin.  Notice what he says. 
 
For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.  
(Romans 6:14) 
 
That word “under” means to be subject to the control of something.  It means to be controlled and 
governed by something.  We say, “Under the Constitution of the United States we have freedom of 
speech.”  What do we mean?  Governed and controlled by the Constitution of the United States we have 
freedom of speech.  Under the laws of Illinois we drive on the right side of the road.  Under the laws of 
Great Britain, they drive on the left side of the road.  When you are under something you are under its 
jurisdiction, its control, its government.  “Under the law” is to be under the control of the government of 
the law.  To be “under grace” is to be under the control of the government of grace.   
 
Now, you’re not under the law but under grace.  “There are two systems,” Paul says, “that you can be 
controlled by.”  There are two systems that you can be governed by: law and grace.   
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It is very important that you understand how these two systems operate for they operate on exactly the 
opposite basis.  I ended last week by trying to emphasize the fact that to be under the law is to walk in 
the flesh. 
 
Now, people get the idea that being under the law doesn’t have anything to do with the flesh.  They say, 
“Give me a law and I’ll stop the sins of the flesh.”  Paul says to under the law is to walk in the flesh.  It’s 
to walk under the control of human performance.  To be under grace is to walk in the spirit.  It is to walk 
on the basis of what God’s Spirit has made you and is doing in you today.   
 
Now the way the law works, it says, “Here’s a commandment.  You perform the commandment and you 
get what you deserve. God gives the commandment and “if you do the commandment, I’ll bless you.   If 
you fail to do the commandment and I’ll curse you and you’ll get punishment.”   
 
The law principle is that God pays you what you deserve.  You get what you deserve.  God pays you back 
for what you do.  Everything in the law principle depends on you, your performance and your effort.  If 
you do what he tells you to do and you obey, then you get the blessing.  “I’ll bless you - if you obey.  If 
you fail to obey – you’ll get the punishment.”  What you get is determined by what you perform.  The law 
is a performance system where you get paid by what you deserve, what you do.   
 
Now, grace is the opposite of that.  Grace says, “Here’s the blessing.  I am going to bless you.  I give you 
that blessing, it is yours.”  So, you receive the blessing.  It’s a free gift.  You can’t earn it.  It’s a free gift 
that you can’t earn.   
 
Do you know what that does?  That takes you and it produces something.  It doesn’t produce fear as the 
law does, fear of losing the blessing or being punished.  It produces love and gratitude in the heart of the 
fellow that got it.  Love and gratitude lead a man to obedience.   Love and gratitude don’t lead you to 
disobey.  Love and gratitude lead you to obey.   
 
So, you have service of consistent obedient behavior based on love, appreciation and a recognition of 
what God has already given you in Christ as a free gift.  John says, “We love him because he first loved 
us.”  It’s a responding to God’s grace to you. (Luke 10:25-28) 
 
Go back to Verse 14, and notice what the whole verse says.  There are a lot of people, you will find in 
your life, who quote the last half but not the first half.   
 
For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. (Romans 6:14) 
 
In other words, sin is not going to rule you.  It is not going to be the dominating, controlling factor in 
your life.  Why?  Do you see the word “for?”  Most people quote the last half of that verse and say, “You 
are not under law but under grace.”  But, it doesn’t say that.  It says, “FOR sin shall not have dominion 
over you.”  Why won’t sin run you?  Why won’t sin have dominion over you?  Because you are under 
grace.   
 
You see the key to victory over sin is grace.  The key is to never see yourself outside of Christ.  Stated 
positively: always to see yourself in Christ.  Dead to sin.  Alive unto God.  A participant in God’s program 
of absolute, total victory over sin.  That’s the key!   
 
Now, there isn’t any victory over sin under the law.  The law points out sin and do you know what we 
are?  We’re sinners.  Romans 8:3 says  (Romans 8:3) 
 
Grace gives you total victory based on your position in Christ, based on what God has done.  Paul is 
saying in Verses 11-14, that issue, that grace, that you are a part of, that you are a recipient of, is what 
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will motivate you to obey.  There is obedience in both programs but the motivation is entirely different.  
That’s where victory comes in because you are motivated to live in light of the position that you have in 
Christ, in light of the program God has made you a part of.  Instead of defeat, there’s victory.   
 
That’s the key and that’s the issue in the first fourteen verses: the position we have in Christ, the grace 
program.  We win.  There’s victory over sin by being under grace.   
 
I have found in my ministry with you men and ladies and dealing with the people on this video, the 
people at the church and with the public out there, that the big issue is everybody wants to be under the 
law.  It’s so difficult to instruct them and center on the issue of all you have in Christ.  You’re going to 
find that you are going to have a ministry of trying to reorient people to cause them to walk in the spirit, 
to cause them to walk in the light that God’s Spirit has made them today in Christ.  That’s where there is 
victory.  You’re not going to get victory by “I’m going to quit.”  No. No. No. 
 
The way you have victory is to say, “Hey, I am dead with Christ to sin.  I am alive unto God and I will 
walk in what God has made me.  I’ll occupy myself with that and I’ll focus on that.”  That is victory.   
 
Do you see the later part of that verse: “ye are not under the law, but under grace.”  How often do we 
quote that verse in regard to dispensational things?  Somebody says, “We don’t keep the commandments 
because we are not under the law but under grace.”  Or, “I don’t go to church on the Sabbath because 
we are not under the law but under grace.” 
 
That verse is not talking about failure to keep the commandments because you are under grace and not 
under the law.  I am talking about the ordinances and the sacrifices and those kinds of things.    It does 
say: “For sin shall not have dominion over you.”  Sin will not run you.  How can you have sin not 
dominate you?  There is only one way and that is not to live under the law, but to live under grace.  
  
What do people say about the law?  They say, “Give me a law and I will control sin.”  Or, “Give me a law 
and I will show you how to please God.”  Paul says, “No.  Do you want to have freedom and liberty from 
sin, from the dominion, and the running, and the power, and the control of sin in your life as a believer?  
You will never have it under the law.”  You are not under the law, but under grace and that is the reason 
sin shall not have dominion over you.  Now that is an important issue in the life of a believer.  It is the 
difference between grace and the principle of grace (and how it operates) and the law and the principle 
of the law.   
 
This issue is important because if you take the average believer (you folks included) and talk to them 
about problems in their lives (and how they deal with those problems) I guarantee you 99 percent of 
them deal with them on the basis of the law.  It is just a fact.   
 
So you are going to have to minister to people and teach people constantly.  I am going to show you why 
they do it and why you do it.  We will see that in a minute.  But first you must understand the principle.  
These are two exactly opposite principles.  They are both good and right.  The law is good and it is 
righteous and it is holy, and it says so in Romans 7.  They are both perfect systems, but they are 
opposite systems.  And they do not intermingle.   
 
Now let’s look at the law principle.  The law principle says, “If you do this, then you will get that.”  The 
law principle is a “perform and be blessed” kind of a principle.  The law is quite simple.  It is a 
performance system.  Get Exodus 19 in one hand and 2 Chronicles 7 in the other.  I pick on this one 
because it is used a lot today.  I was in a grace church some time ago and the man quoted 2 Chronicles 
7:14 and he said, “See that is a good verse for today.”  And I thought, Wow, I wonder if he ever read 
that.  He said, “I know that is Israel in the Old Testament, but the principle is true today.”  And I 
thought, No it is not.  Now I want you to notice what is being said here:  Exodus 19:5, 2 Chronicles 7:14. 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=2.19.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=14.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=14.7.14|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=14.7.14|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=2.19.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=14.7.14|_AUTODETECT_|


Do you know why you don’t go to the temple at the hour to pray?  It’s because you are not under the 
law, but under grace.  God doesn’t dwell up there in the temple where you approach Him in a religious 
system.  God the Holy Spirit dwells in the temple of our body, and you carry Him wherever you go.  You 
don’t have to go anywhere to pray, because you can pray right where you are, because you have instant 
communication.  “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit” all the time.  Colossians 2:16-17 
 

Slaves to Righteousness 

Romans 6:15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the 
law, but under grace? God forbid.  

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? (Romans 6:1) 
 
Do you notice the same kind of question in both verses?  He says, “No.  That is inconsistent with whom 
God has made you.”  He shows you what you have been made under grace and not under the law.  He 

says, “Somebody is going to say we can sin now because we are not under the law but under grace.”  In 
other words, there is nothing to stop us from sin now because there’s no law that says that you can’t.  
So, now we can just go out and sin – an antinominianism kind of thing.   
 
What he’s doing is anticipating an objection you are going to hear voiced constantly when you preach 
grace.   
 

“You preach that to people and they are just going to live in sin.”  Back in Romans 6:1, it was the same 
thing.  So, he says, “God forbid.”  God protests sin.  I told you that before.  God didn’t set this thing up 
just so you could go out and live any way you want to live.  You were doing a good job of that before he 
saved you.  He didn’t have to put you under grace so you could live in sin.  You were doing that great 
under law.  He put you under grace to get you out of the bondage of sin and to deliver you from the 
control and shackles of sin.   
 

What Paul’s response here does, he goes on to show the absurdity of anybody saying what they say in 
Verse 15.  Somebody doesn’t understand grace in order to say that.  “God forbid.”  Perish the thought!  
Get that thought out of your mind.  He goes on in the chapter to show the believer’s responsibility to live 
in light of our position, to live under righteousness.  He is going to set forth the responsibility that we 
have.   
 
Every asset has a liability.  Every privilege carries a responsibility and he’s going to press that on you 

now.   
 
In Chapter 6, he begins to handle some objections to the understanding of grace reigning.  He answers 
objections in Verses 1-14 which brings up another objection about being under the law in Verse 15.   
 
He says, “You’re dead to sin.  You’re alive unto God.  You’re under the grace program of absolute, total 
victory, a program where God deals with you on the basis of what he has made you in Christ.  You’re not 
under the law of a performance system. 
 
Somebody says, “Wait a minute.  (Objection 2)  If we are not under the law, that means we can go out 
and do anything we want to.   We can live in sin if we want to because we are not under the law.  
Right?”   
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And, he says, “No, no, no.  You don’t understand the law.  The law was never given to you to motivate 
you to do right.” 
 
People get the idea that the law was given so they could do the right thing and that the law was given to 
stop them from sinning and make them able to please God.  That isn’t the reason that the law was given.  
The law was given to condemn them.  Do you know what the law does to a lost man?  It condemns him.  
It shows him to be a sinner.  Do you know what the law does to a saved man?  It condemns him.  It 
doesn’t help him out any.   
 
What Paul is doing in Chapter 6 is that he is dealing with the matter of grace-motivation.  Beginning in 
Verse 15 and on down, he is basically saying that grace is a greater motivator than the law is and that 
grace will motivate you to obedience better than the law will.   
 
In Verse 15 another objection comes up.  “Okay, if we are under grace and not under the law: 
 
What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. (Romans 6:15) 
 
When you try to preach grace to some people they say you are telling them they can go live in sin!  Paul 
said, “No, No, No!  You misunderstand.  God has done something so marvelous with you it is totally 
inconsistent for you to live in sin any longer.  Look at what God has made you.  Remember:  if you 
preach Grace like Paul preached it, you will face these objections, so you need to be grounded in what is 
going on to be able to handle those objections and questions that will come up as a result of your 
ministry.  But more importantly, you need to have this information so that you can take the saints under 
your charge and systematically and progressively move them toward that spiritual maturity.   
 
You do not want your ministry to be half-hazard.  Most preachers, most pastors, most ministry is not 
done on the basis of the design that God has given for the edification of the believer.  Most ministry is 
not done according to the form of sound words which Paul has committed to us.  Most ministry is not 
done with a view of Godly edifying.  The guys that do expository preaching through books just do so by 
picking books that fit their fancy.  There is no diligent effort to build into the saints that system of 
information found here.  I remind you of it to make you conscious of it and to make you think about it so 
that when you get into the ministry, your ministry will follow the design that God has given you to follow. 
 
Again, Paul doesn’t say, “Can we” but says, “SHALL we sin because we are not under the law but under 
grace?”  The idea is that the law is a better motivator than is grace, but Paul sternly disagrees and claims 
GRACE as the greatest motivator of all.  When you come to see this program God has you in, that is the 
great motivator.  God has placed you under his grace so that you can produce fruit that he will accept.  
 
Now notice verse 15.  Do you see how he asks that question, “What then?”  Look back in verse 1: “What 
shall we say then? [Do you see how he asks the same question?] Shall we continue in sin, that grace 
may abound?”   
 
Just like people misunderstand grace for justification they misunderstand grace for sanctification.  When 
you tell them that God justifies a man on the basis of grace through faith plus nothing and that there is 
nothing a man could do to merit it, and there is nothing a man can do to affect it in any way (it is all 
what Christ did).  Somebody will come along and ask you the question and raise the objection that Paul 
anticipates in Romans 6:1. 
 
And if you properly preach grace, that objection will come up.  And so you go on with the rest of the 
doctrine.  That is the reason Paul moves on over into chapters 6, 7, and 8 and shows you the justification 
unto life, that life begins now and it produces an effect.   
 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.6.15|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.6.1|_AUTODETECT_|


But if you begin to preach grace as the principle whereby the Christian life operates, (the Christian life 
operates under grace not under the law) you will find that people do the same thing.  They do it in verse 
15 and Paul anticipates it.  He is anticipating a misunderstanding that people are going to have with 
regard to operating in the Christian life on the basis of grace just like they misunderstood the thing over 
there with the gospel of grace.  And just like people develop confusing terminology to add on to the 
gospel of grace in order to keep people living right after they get saved, so it is they will move from the 
grace principle back under the law principle (the works principle) in the Christian life to try to get 
Christians to operate in a proper way.  And it will not work.   
 
The way to stop abuses of grace is not to put people under the law.  Because what does that do to 
grace?  It cancels it out, and it destroys grace.  The way to stop abuses of grace is to fully appreciate 
what grace is.  
 
When people fully appreciate what God’s grace is, what is it going to do?  Is it going to motivate them to 
go live in sin?  No people!  He says, “God forbid”  (Romans 6:15).  What is grace going to motivate them 
to do?  It will motivate them to serve out of a heart of gratitude with thanksgiving. 
 
So the solution to the problem – to recognize what grace is.   
 
Ephesians 1:6 says, “he hath made us accepted in the beloved.”   
 
In Ephesians 1:7 he says you “have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.”  You have 
absolute total acceptance and absolute total forgiveness in Christ. 
 
God says, “I take you and I put you in Christ, and I seal you there.  And when I look at you I look at 
Christ.”  That is the issue.  And then you understand that grace (by its very nature) is unconditional.  The 
forgiveness and the acceptance that you have in Christ is total and unconditional, because God cannot 
reject his perfect son.  And when you go to heaven he is receiving His Son.   
 
Godly motivation in service is that godly mental attitude of grace.  It is the lifestyle principle of grace 
motivation that compels the believer to bear fruit according to what the scripture calls good works, as 
opposed to appearing good by following legalistic rules and punitive regulations.  Now that is important 
for you to grasp.  That is the principle that Satan is going to try to destroy in your life and in the life of 
the people that you minister to.  And there is not going to be any victory.   
 
Listen gentlemen, believers are to walk under grace, and not serve the Lord out of fear – trying to avoid 
his punishment.  That is the old carrot and stick routine.  You do well because you do not want to get the 
stick.  We should not serve God out of fear, just because we want to avoid his punishment and keep from 
getting whacked in the head.   
 
We should serve God out of gratitude for all that he has blessed us with in Christ.  We do not serve him 
out of self-righteousness to obtain a reward.  (That is the carrot.)  We serve him just out of appreciation, 
and out of thankfulness.  We serve the Lord for the natural positive consequences of righteous thoughts 
and behavior.  Turn to Galatians 4:13-15 
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Romans 6:16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to 
obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, 
or of obedience unto righteousness? (Functional death) 

You do the yielding so in Verse 13, he says: “Neither yield ye your members …”Your members are the 
parts of your body.   He said: Don’t let your mouth, your eyes, your ears, your hands, your feet, the parts 
of your body – don’t yield them to sin. 
 
Do you know how to stop sin?  Don’t do it.  Do you know how not to do it?  If you made a covenant with 
your hands that they not do anything sinful, you’d have trouble getting into sin.  It’s a fact.  Think of all 
the sinning you would avoid if you didn’t yield your hands to it.   
 
Job said: “I made a covenant with my eyes that they wouldn’t sin.”  If you made a covenant with your 
eyes that you wouldn’t look at something and wouldn’t lust after it or covet it or desire it or get mad 
when you saw something happening and make you mad.  Make a covenant with your ears and when you 
hear something offensive you didn’t listen.  You’d have a hard time getting into sin if you didn’t use your 
members, wouldn’t you?  
 
Do you know how you get into sin?  You yield yourself to it.  “There is sin!  Come on and use my hands.  
Use my eyes.  Use my ears.  Use my mouth.  Use my feet.  He says: Don’t yield yourself to it.  The word 
“yield” simply means to present yourself to or for something.  
 
It is a mental attitude that says: “Hey.  I’m not that.  I am dead.  I’m alive.  That isn’t me.  Forget it, 
man.  I have something over here.  Here I am.”  Then go and line up where you are. 
 
Please understand, gentlemen, that walking in the spirit is not some nebulous, hoodily doo with a fog 
over the room and all that kind of business and it’s not what people look for when they see this 
Pentecostal thing that makes them feel wonderful and now they don’t have any problems.  It isn’t that.   
 
It’s that doctrine resident in your soul, that clear understanding.  Paul is laying down the details of the 
Gospel of Grace.  He’s giving you condemnation, wrath and why you deserve it.  He’s giving you 
justification and eternal life, the security you have in Christ and now Paul says: “You’ve got justification, 
you have that pillar laid.  Now you need to understand what God has made you so you can walk in line 
with it.” 
 
Walking in the spirit has to do with walking in grace.  It has to do with walking in line with all that God by 
his Spirit has made you and it means having the Spirit of God take those facts and make them live in 
your life and bear fruit in your life.  When they live in your life, faith resting on the facts, the fruit comes.   
 
Folks, you are not saved because you feel saved.  Can I tell you tonight that I don’t feel saved?  I feel 
tired.  I am weary.  If feeling saved is what it took, all I feel is tired – but I’m saved and I can walk in the 
spirit and it doesn’t depend on me.  It’s already been done for me.   
 
In your life it’s going to be true and it’s going to be true in your ministry.  People are going to want to 
walk under the law.  Walking in the flesh is a synonymous term with walking under the law.  Just like 
walking in the spirit is a synonym for walking under grace.  We’re going to study next time the principle 
of performance: if you do this, you’ll get that.  They want to be under that – I’ll quit this so I’ll gain the 
victory.   
 



God says: No, no, no.  I’ve given it all to you and it’s yours.  Come and appreciate it.  Get excited about 
it.  Don’t yield yourself to that.  That’s not real.  You’re not under its authority.  Yield yourself to me.  
Come and walk in newness of life.   
 
Folks, God the Holy Spirit’s job is to make all that work.  When you do that, you will find that it does work 
and gives victory.  It affects every area of your life.  You’ll see that God has equipped you not just to live 
in glory with him but to live down here and reflect down here all that position he has given you in Christ 
in the heavens up there and to live now in a way that you can serve him and accurately reflect his grace 
to you in the ministry he gives you to do. 
 
In Verse 16, he establishes a very obvious, simple principle of life and then in Verse 17 to the end of the 
chapter he applies the principle.   
 
There are two basic patterns of life there but there’s a principle that is true of everything.  “To whom ye 
yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey;” The idea is that if you turn 
yourself over to somebody, that person becomes your boss.  He becomes your master.  He tells you what 
to do.  That applies to sin and it applies to obedience.  It doesn’t make any difference if you are talking 
about yielding yourself to sin, to obey sin, it leads to death.  It becomes your boss. 
 
If you yield yourself to obedience, it will bring forth fruits of righteousness.  The principle is that when 
you yield yourself over to someone or something, that thing becomes your master, becomes your boss.  
It runs you and controls you.   
 
So, he describes two possible ways of doing that, whether it’s sin unto death or obedience unto 
righteousness.  You know, you can become the servant of sin. 

 

Romans 6:17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but 
ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was 
delivered you.  

Before they got saved, they were servants of sin.  Do you remember what Jesus says in John 8:34?  
“Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.”  (The servant, the slave of sin.)   
 
Sin will be glad to be your master.  Sin is real happy to be your boss.  The problem with that is that sin is 
habit-forming.  Sin becomes a habit quickly.  You get the idea, “I’ll do this just this one time.  I can stop.”  

Well, you can’t.  You can’t stop sin just any time you want to.  It begins to be a habit and it develops a 
pattern and it begins to take control of your life.  “The wages of sin is death.”  The law of sin and death.  
It’s death to your experience with God.  It’s separation from God’s program.  You as a believer can walk 
in sin and you look like an unbeliever.  Now that’s the principle and it’s true of everybody.   
 
If you yield yourself to sin, sin is going to take control and be your boss and run your life.   
 

“Or of obedience unto righteousness.”  Now, if you are obedient to God and you walk in light of who you 
are in Christ, that produces a righteous lifestyle.  It produces behavior consistent with your position in 
Christ.   
 
Now, he goes on in the rest of the passage, having set up that principle in Verse 16.  He goes on to 
explain why it is that if you understand your position under grace, rather than leading to sin, it will lead 
you to a happy, fruitful, productive, profitable, Christian life.   
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But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin [past tense, in a lost condition] but ye have obeyed 
from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then [when you believed] made free 
from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. (Romans 6:17-18) 
 
Now brother, that’s grace.  I don’t know how you describe that any other way.     
 
In Verse 17, he says, “Ye were the servants of sin but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine.”  What do you reckon that means?   
 
For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation. (Romans 10:10) 
 
To obey from the heart simply means to believe the gospel.  In Romans 6:17, he is talking about a bunch 
of saved people.  He says, “You were [past tense - unsaved condition] the servants of sin.  You were 
bound and controlled by sin – “but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine.” 
 
Let me tell you something about that verse.  That verse kills old John Calvin deader than a doornail.  This 
idea that people say, “Well, you can’t believe until you are regenerated.” 
 
That verse right there just runs that right off into the deep blue sea.  They were the servants, the slaves, 
of sin.  As the slaves of sin, they old that form of doctrine which was delivered to them.   
 
Obeying from the heart has us believing the gospel.   
 
In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: (2 Thessalonians 1:8) 
 
He talks about people who have not obeyed the gospel.  How do you obey the gospel?  You just believe 
it.  You adjust your thinking to what it says.  You give in to it.  You agree to it.  Obeying from the heart 
that form of doctrine which was delivered to you – that’s not giving God a life of obedience and surrender 
and yielding your life in order to be saved but it’s one act of obedience, one act of surrender, one act of 
yielding to a message.  You are obeying a message that tells you not to do anything.  They obeyed, 
where?  From the heart because there was nothing for your hands or feet or your legs to do.  The 
message of the gospel, that form of doctrine which was delivered unto you, told those people, “To him 
that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly …”  
 
They gave obedience to a doctrine that forbad them any outward action so the only obedience they could 
give was a heart obedience.  They couldn’t go give physical obedience because the message says that 
there is no physical action to perform.   
 
That’s wonderful.  Do you know that?  The law says: Go out and do something physical and I’ll bless 
you.”  Grace says: “There is no physical action you can perform.”  Therefore it is not of works.  That is 
the reason that the gospel message today is the total absence of works. That’s the reason you don’t have 
works today to be saved.  Those people in Time Past had works involved in their salvation.  No Jew in 
Time Past ever thought about a right standing before God without associating it with works he was told 
to perform because that  was what God told him to do.   
 
Now, we understand some things about how God dealt with people under that forbearance system in 
Time Past that they didn’t understand.  But that doesn’t deny or change the fact that that’s what God told 
them.  You can monkey around with that and try to be a reform theologian and a Calvinist all you want to 
and try to make everybody say exactly the same way and if God said they weren’t, then you ‘d better just 
leave them alone.  You better not try to make those people back there operate on the basis of a now-
time revelation that you have and that they didn’t have.  That’s screwy.   
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But, folks, today God says you can’t work.  It’s a free gift.  You have to accept it on the basis of its being 
a free gift.  The thing that works and operates and controls and governs and runs things today is God’s 
grace, a grace system, not a law system.   
 
So, these people obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine, that good news of the gospel, that was 
given to them.   
 
Romans 6:17: “But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, [You were unsaved.] but ye have 
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.”  Now, “the gospel of Christ” is a 
doctrine, and the only way it can be obeyed is from the heart.  The gospel says, “There is all the work 
that can be done, and you can’t do any work.” 
 
Well, how do you obey something when you can’t go out and do any work for it?  The only thing you can 
do is “obey from the heart” – believe.  What is the heart to do?  It is to believe.  Your heart is the 
mentality of your soul.  Proverbs 23:7, Romans 10:10 
 
The grace message can only obeyed from the heart.  You cannot obey it under the law because grace 
tells you not to do anything.  You obey it from the heart – that  is you believe it.  And believing is obeying 
from the heart.  The mentality of your soul rests and trusts in what God has done.  Turn to 1 Samuel 
16:7 
 
If there is anything that is obvious, it is that you are in control of your whole person.  You were slaves of 
sin.  Your soul was in slavery to the body of sin – to the old sin nature.  You were the servants of sin. 
 

 

Romans 6:18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of 
righteousness.  (That is our position) 

Aren’t you glad to know that sound doctrine sets people free?   You ought to write by that verse - “Sound 
doctrine sets people free.”  When they believed from the heart that form of doctrine delivered to them, 
being then set free from sin – sound doctrine sets people free.  
 
There isn’t any way to free people from the bondage and practice of sin except by obedience to sound 
doctrine.  There isn’t any other way.   
 
We live in an age of grace.  People want that blessing that Israel is going to get over yonder in the 
Millennium when God will put his law and his spirit in their heart and cause them to obey.  No works on 
their part.  He’s just going to cause them to perform these things.     
 
People come along today and they want God to give them something to take that desire away and just 
do it all for them – a bunch of lazy, good-for-nothing, God-forsaken rascals.  God has given you a system 
that gives you absolute, total, complete victory over sin and all you have to do is yield yourself to it and 
occupy yourself with it and that victory will be a practical reality in your life - and you sit there like some 
old sorry, spoiled toad-frog, puffed all up because you didn’t get something over yonder. 
 
Why, that’s nuts!  That’s inconsistent.  And so, what should we do?  We should go on the basis of what 
God is doing today.  Recognize it, rejoice in it.  We are responsible to live like who we are. 
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Now you are going to minister to people who are going to have those problems.  What you have to keep 
instructing them and keep causing them to realize is that that doctrine makes you free.  As you practice it 
and it works in your life, then you have practical [victory] not just positional but day-by-day, in the details 
in your life. 
 
To yield is to present yourself to it.  Turn yourself over to it.  In the context here, it has to do with 
occupying it.  It’s to give in to it.  Adjust your thinking and agree to it.  You adjust your thinking.  You 
realize what God has made you in Christ and then you live in the light of that.  You yield your members 
as instruments of righteousness – something that righteousness can use.  
 
You say: “My hand belongs to God.  Therefore, that hand isn’t going to go any place it ought not go.  
That hand isn’t going to pick up a cigarette and smoke it or pick up a can of beer and put it to my mouth.  
My mouth belongs to God.  My hand belongs to him.  I won’t do those things.  My hand isn’t going to 
pick up something like that and my mouth isn’t going to be a thing used for bitter cursing and lying.  My 
mouth is going to be used to minister grace not the law.  I am not going to deal with people with my 
mouth on the basis of the law.   
 
Do you know what the law says?  The law says “an eye for an eye.”  A man strikes out at me and he says 
something about me – I’ll get back at him.  No, I am going to minister grace to him.   
 
To yield is to take the parts of your body and use them on the basis of grace not the law.   
 
And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath 
forgiven you. (Ephesians 4:32) 
 
“Let your conversation be seasoned with salt.”  It’s that kind of thing.  You can listen to people’s 
conversation and see if it is on the basis of grace or the law.  
 
 “They’ve got no right to do that and I am not going to let them do that to me.”  Do you know what that 
is?  That’s law not grace.  Take your life, your speech, your actions and body parts and serve 
righteousness with them.  That’s what he says in Verse 18. 
 
Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. (Romans 6:18) 
 
Isn’t that a real twist?  He set you free from sin and he made you the slave of righteousness.  Do you 
know what that means?  That means that when God saved you, he bought you and he owns you.  You 
are his possession. 
 
What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, 
and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God's. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 
 
You are a slave of righteousness.  Do you know that?  God set you free from sin by buying you.  He went 
down in the slave market of sin and there you stood up there on the auction block.  He asked: “How 
much for that one?”  They said: “Thirty pieces of silver.”  He said: “Sold,” and he lay down his life for 
your soul and you’re his.  He bought you with a price.   
 
He took you out of that slave market and you belong to him.  You are his possession.   When you belong 
to somebody, you are their slave and you are obligated to obedience.  That’s what Paul is saying in 
Romans 6.  He is talking about the responsibility that grace gives us to obey.  Grace gives us an 
opportunity to obey - but it also makes us a debtor to obey.   
  
… therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. (1 Corinthians 6:20) 
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Come to Galatians, Chapter 5 and notice this issue of liberty and freedom. (Galatians 5:1) 
 
Have you got that?   Folks, when you go out and preach the gospel, you go out to a bunch of lost 
sinners, dead in sins and trespasses.  The only thing that is going to do those birds any good is the 
gospel of the grace of God, and that is the message that gives life.  You had better keep it clear.  You 
had better not let them add any works, because the god of this world blinds the mind.  He keeps them in 
darkness and in ignorance.   He doesn't let the life-giving light of the gospel of the grace of God shine in.  
Do you know how he does that?  By giving them works to do.   So what you want to do is offer them 
something in which there is no merit; and that is simply faith, and faith alone—resting in what God did 
for them. 
 
You have to keep that gospel clear folks, because an unsaved man wants to work.  His old flesh wants to 
do something to please God, and it can't.  And telling that man to have faith in the finished work of Christ 
is telling him what God says to tell him.  I don't care what the theologians say.  And again I say, there 
might be some people listening to the tape or video who don't appreciate these things.   My dear friends, 
the issue is not what we appreciate.  The issue is not theological systems. I think that we have come far 
enough in the book of Romans now to understand that the systematic theology systems of men are 
defunct, and that what we need to do is to get back to the Pauline pattern for the perfection of the 
believer, and rest on the dispensational truths and the issues that God has in operation for us today.   
 
When you get saved you are “then made free from sin” (Romans 6:18).  If you are not free, you are 
captive, and you are a prisoner.  Your soul (“you”) were under the control of the old sin nature.  The old 
sin nature in an unsaved person is in control of the whole person.  When he talks about the old nature 
and “you” doing things, it is a reference to sin working in the whole person.  So when we talk about the 
old sin nature, and the scriptures talk about the old sin nature  “working”, it is talking about this old sin 
nature controlling the whole totality of who you are.  It is resident in the body, but it controls the whole 
person.  Titus 3:5 
 

Romans 6:19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity 
of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to 
uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your 
members servants to righteousness unto holiness. (Sanctify= set apart)  

I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: … 

 
He says, “I’ve been using this illustration that men understand about slavery because of the infirmity of 
your flesh, the weakness of your flesh.” 
 
… for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so 
now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.  
(Romans 6:19) 
 
He is applying the principle of Verse 16.  The point is when you come under someone’s ownership and 
authority it becomes your responsibility to obey him.  When somebody owns you they are your boss.  
(The word here for servant is the old Greek word for slave.  The English word used to mean a slave.)  
See Luke 17:9-10. 
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When you did what you were obligated and responsible to do, you’ve done no great thing.   You did just 
what you were supposed to do.  That’s the point there.   
 
…  as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; (Romans 
6:19b) 
 
As you served sin, you were a good slave to sin.  You yielded your members, the parts of your body, 
”servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity.”   You went out and you served sin to the hilt – 
and you did, didn’t you?  Maybe it was the lasciviousness.  Maybe it was the aestheticism.   Remember 
the old sin nature has two sides: human good and human evil.  You were a good servant to sin, weren’t 
you?  Even so, be a good servant, be a good slave to righteousness because you realize your position 
and what God has made you in Christ.   
 
Do you know what the key is?  The key is to know your position in Christ and then to practice it.  You 
have heard me talk about that time and again.  By God’s grace, by his provision, we are free from sin.   
 
Now, practice, play your position.  Know your position (Verses 3-14).  In Verses 15-23, he’s saying now 
that you know your position, play your position.  Go play it.   
 
My oldest boy is a goalee on the soccer team at his school.  He’s a ninth grader on the tenth-, eleventh- 
and twelfth-grade team.  He’s having to learn his position.  There are a lot of things he doesn’t know how 
to do.  One guy has been practicing out there every day teaching him, teaching, teaching, what to do.   
 
You get in the game and all that you have learned in the game at the time it ought to work.  My son let 
the ball go by him into the net and then reached out to catch it but he was too late.  Another son was 
learning to play baseball.  As an infielder he watched the ball go by him and then ran out to right field to 
retrieve it.  Later I asked him didn’t he know he was supposed to catch the ball?   He answered that he 
didn’t think about it in time.   
 
I think that we are a lot like that.  There is a lot of difference between knowing your position and playing 
it.  He knew he was the second baseman and he knew he was supposed to catch the ball but there is a 
difference between knowing to do it and executing it.  A lot of times we don’t think about it in time.  
That’s the key.  That’s your responsibility to walk and to live your life day by day in light of who you are 
in Christ.  That is walking in the spirit and not fulfilling the lust of the flesh.   
 
Now, in Verses 20-23, Paul turns the attention to the ultimate stand point about the victory over sin.  
We’ll do that next week when we get into Chapter 7.   
 
Chapter 6 focuses on walking in the spirit, our position in Christ and the fact that we need to practice 
that position.    
 
In Verses 16-19, he talks about your being the servant of righteousness.  You’ve been made free from 
sin.  You were the servant of sin and now you’ve been made free from sin and you became the servant 
of righteousness (Verse 18) – righteousness that you didn’t have under the law.   
 
Where did you get the righteousness?  In Christ.  You have become the servant of righteousness.  The 
position you have in Christ motivates you to service.  It’s a greater motivator than the law was.  The law 
held you in bondage and demanded that you do – and you couldn’t do.  So, you were the servant of sin.   
 
He says, “Wait a minute.  Now, you have become a servant of righteousness and God has set you free 
and put you in Christ, given you all this grace, and now, you serve righteousness.  It’s a love-bondage, 
not a demand, it’s gratitude.  There’s a grace motivation. 
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Do you see those terms uncleanness and iniquity and holiness?   You go back in the Old Testament and 
you will see that uncleanness and iniquity are words that are used over and over in the Bible to describe 
fruit, things, actions that the justice of God rejects.  That word holiness is used to describe fruit that the 
justice of God accepts and receives.   
 
So, you see that there is something you need to remember about that.  The issue in the passage here is 
that we can now do something that we couldn’t do before.  We can bring forth fruit that God’s justice 
accepts.   

 

Romans 6:20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from 
righteousness.  

Folks, there is no doubt about it.  Do you know what the Lord Jesus said in John, Chapter 8? (John 8:34) 
 
There is no doubt about that.  There is a bond and the body runs you.  Your spirit is dead.  (Ephesians 

2:1)  What does that mean? That means it can not communicate with God and is completely cut off.  “We 
are alienated from the life of God.”  “Ephesians 4:18) 
 
Now, when you trust Christ as your Saviour something radical takes place in your make-up and in the 
make-up of every person who hears and believes the gospel.  Romans Chapter 6 is dealing with this 
radical change and with a specific point.   
 
There is the issue of eternal life.  Your dead spirit is regenerated.  That is, life is given to your dead spirit.  
That is what is called “the new birth” or the doctrine of regeneration or being born into the family of God.  
We are children of God.  The Greek word is teknon, the born one.  God the Holy Spirit comes and takes 
up his residence in your situation and of course, the Holy Spirit bears witness with your spirit in 
conjunction with that.  But, your dead spirit is given life from God.  The new nature that God gives you is 
resident in your spirit just like the old sin nature was resident in your flesh.   
 
The seat of residency for your new nature is there in that spirit.  It is a spirit-nature and it has to do with 
the impartation of life.  Now your spirit can bear witness with God’s Spirit and it can understand and 
know the things of God because the Spirit of Almighty God teaches it.  There is life where there once was 
death (alienation).   
 
To be the servant of sin is to be under the ownership of sin, to be the property of something or to belong 
to it or be under its authority or dominion.  You were the servants, the property under the ownership of 
sin.  When you were that way, you were free from righteousness.  You didn’t produce righteousness, the 
works that God’s justice accepts.  You were free from that.  It didn’t have any control over you.  It was 
over yonder and you were over here.   

 

Romans 6:21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are 
now ashamed? for the end of those things is death.  (Functional death) 

He begins, in Verse 20, to turn from the daily detail standpoint to the ultimate issue.   
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For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. What fruit had ye then in those 
things whereof ye are now ashamed? [The fruit was all bad.] for the end of those things is death. 
(Romans 6:20-21) 
 
He’s talking about the end, the ultimate issue, which is death.   You had fruit in the things of sin.  The 
result of sin in your life is something that you are now ashamed of.  Back then, you weren’t, you boasted 
in it.  Now you look back there and you are ashamed of that former life.  The end is hell.  
 
He is asking what kind of fruit did you have back yonder.  You understand obedience.  What is the fruit 
of slavery?  Obedience.  The fruit of being a slave is to obey your master.  When you obeyed sin, what 
kind of fruit did you have?  He isn’t saying that you didn’t have any fruit.  You had fruit but it was the 
fruit of obedience in slavery to sin.  It was bad fruit.  It was worthless fruit.  It was rotten fruit.  It was 
no-good fruit.  It was fruit that you now are ashamed of.   
 
You know fellas, you ought to be ashamed of what you were before you got saved.  Do you know that?  
Whether it was human good or human wickedness, you now know that when you came to Christ you 
said, “That stuff is no good.  God won’t accept that.”  You changed your mind about that and you said, “I 
need God’s righteousness, “ and you trusted Christ and you were ashamed of that stuff over there.   
 
All this baloney that you hear these people stand up and talk about, all that wonderful glamour back 
there and all that, testimonies glorifying all their past life – they’re wrong.  What you were before you got 
saved was an absolute shame and reproach.  If you are not ashamed of it today and it’s not a reproach 
to you, it ought to be.  There’s something wrong with you.  You are not seeing the way God sees.  You 
are not looking from the perspective of his justice and righteousness.  
 
I am not talking about everything you did before you got saved.  I am thirty-six years old (November 
1984) and I have never tasted liquor in all my life.  I have never tasted beer or wine.  I have never 
smoked cigarettes.  Never did any of that stuff.  I have never been drunk.  I never ran around with the 
girls.  I never did any of that kind of stuff when I was a kid before I got saved.  So, I don’t have a whole 
lot to brag about, do I?  I mean, if I were going to tell you about my wicked, wicked ways or write a 
sequel to Errol Flynn’s books, I’d have to make up a bunch of stuff.  But, you know, I never got out in the 
world like that but I was in the world and I had a lot of human good.  I had religion.  But, I had self-
righteousness and I had all that kind of stuff.  You know something?  What I had in my life before I got 
saved, I am just as ashamed of it as anybody who was a drunkard, a whoremonger or whatever could be 
ashamed of the sins of the flesh.  It’s just as much wasted years, rotten fruit of no value.   
 
What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? …  
(Romans 6:21) 
 
He assumes that you have good enough sense to be ashamed of being an unsaved man and knowing 
now that it was too bad.   
 
… for the end of those things is death. (Romans 6:21) 
 
The things you did as a slave to sin are part of a program that leads to death.  They are worthless things.  
Paul says in Ephesians 5:6, “For this cause [the sins he just mentioned] cometh the wrath of God upon 
the children of disobedience.”  The end result of sin, the fruit of sin that sin ultimately brings, is death.  It 
will kill your character.  It will kill your conscience and it will destroy your soul in hell.  You can’t mess 
around with sin without it ruining you.  The fruit of that stuff is death.  Just that old, chilly, bony fingers 
of death get right up around your throat and he is going to squeeze you.  That’s the fruit.   
 
He says: “That’s where you were before you got saved.”  But now, now, now here’s some fruit now that 
you are saved, now that you have been placed into Christ, now that you have been made dead to sin, 
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alive unto God, placed into Christ and under the grace program, you can do something that you never 
could do before.   
 
How many times have you heard me preach and tell you that God didn’t save you just so you could go do 
anything you wanted to do because you were doing a good job with that all along.  You have heard me 
say that over and over.  There’s a verse that says that.  Now, he saved you.  Why?  So you could go do 
something you couldn’t do before.    
 

Romans 6:22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants 
to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.  

“But now being made free from sin.”   Out from under its dominion.  Out from under its authority.  No 
longer its property you have become the servants of God and you have your fruit unto holiness.  You’re 
made his slave, his property and you have your fruit unto holiness.  You have fruit that your new master 
expects and the end is everlasting life.   

 
He said: “Now you can do something that you never could do before.”  Do you know what you can do?  
Now you can bring forth fruit unto God.  Before, all you could do was to bring forth fruit unto death.  
Now you can bring forth fruit that the justice of God says: “I accept.”  Do you know how you do that?  
You don’t do it in the flesh.  You don’t do it in sin.  You do it by being dead to sin and walking the grace 
program.  You do it by being what you are, bringing forth fruit unto God.  You get in God’s program, not 
in sin’s program.  You recognize what God has made you and you live in light of that and you bring forth 
the fruit that this creates in you.   
 
That “But now” thrills me.   Now you can do something you couldn’t do before.  I love that!  That’s grace 
motivation.  Grace motivation says: “I’m a slave of righteousness.  All that God has done for me 
motivates me and the thrill of being able to do something now that I couldn’t do before is the greatest 
motivation of all.  Don’t tell me, when I am not under the law I’m under grace, that it’s going to tell me 
to go out and live in sin.  It’s what sets me free from sin.   
 
… ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.  (Romans 6:22) 
 
This is a part of a program that ends in the resurrection of your body (eternal life).  That over there is a 
program that ends in eternal death, the lake of fire.  The outcome of sin’s reign is death.   
 
The outcome of righteousness’ reign is life.  You are in one of the two programs, one or the other.  You 
and I, as believers, are involved in a program of divine, absolute, total victory over sin.   
 
For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live 
with him: (Romans 6:7-8) 
 
Now, that’s the program we’re in.  We are going to live with him.  It starts with the cancellation of sin’s 
authority in our lives and it finishes with the resurrection of our bodies at the Rapture.  This program 
transfers us from sin into Christ, from Adam into Christ.  It transfers us from being in the flesh, the 
servant of sin under the law principle. 
 
He is dealing with sin in Chapter 6, and he says he has cancelled sin’s authority and placed you into 
Christ in the grace program.  You are in his righteousness and you are under God’s authority and God’s 
program and the end of that program is eternal life.    
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The transfer takes place when you trust Christ, when God identifies you in Christ.  The end result is that 
you are going to go out in the Rapture and get a resurrection body.   
 
Now, what about from the time you are transferred in to the time you go out in the Rapture?  There is 
the basic point of when you enter the program of God.  You are transferred  and baptized into Christ by 
the Spirit of God.  Then, there’s the end – the end is eternal life, the resurrection when you get your 
resurrection body, back in Verse 8, when you are raised with him.   
 
In the meantime between the two events would be the “now” in Verse 22.  Right now you are able to 
bring forth fruit that the justice of God will accept.  It is fruit unto holiness, unto that which God’s justice 
will accept.  The righteousness of God and the justice of God are the functions of his holiness.  We’ve 
already studied this in Romans 3.  It’s the integrity of God and God’s righteousness is the standard of 
that integrity.  God’s justice is the enforcement of that righteous standard.  It’s the function of his 
holiness.  It enforces that righteous standard – that’s God’s integrity to live up to his righteous standard.  
The justice of God will accept the fruit that is brought forth over here because it is the fruit of 
righteousness because we are in Christ and we have his righteousness.  Therefore it is fruit unto holiness 
– fruit that is in line with the integrity and the essence and the character of Almighty God. 
 
Come over to Galatians, Chapter 6, where there is a verse like it and that you need to be familiar with.  
It’s talking about believers. This is not a passage about unbelievers but about saved people. (Galatians 
6:7-8) 
 
If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.  
(1 Corinthians 15:19) 
 
If in this life only, you have a false hope.  You better have pie in the sky by and by but that is not all 
there is to it.  That life out there begins when you trust Christ here and now and are put into Christ.  So, 
it has an effect on you right now.  When he talks about reaping life everlasting, he is talking about 
coming to the full enjoyment now of that eternal life and all that is accrued to your account since you’ve 
trusted in Christ.  You are reaping the harvest of eternal life that you possess.  When you reap 
something, you gather the fruit.  You have that fruit unto holiness and the end, eternal life.  (Romans 
6:22)  You are reaping eternal life, gathering the benefits of all that is yours in Christ.   
 
Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, …. (1 Timothy 6:12) 
 
Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on 
eternal life. (1 Timothy 6:19) 
 
When he talks about “lay hold on eternal life,” is he talking about getting it?  No.  he is not talking about 
gaining eternal life – that’s a gift.  He is talking about getting a grasp on it.  He says: “You need to get all 
the benefits out of the gift that is in it for you.  You need to lay hold on all this.  You need to get a good 
grip on that thing and enjoy it.”   
 
That’s what you’re doing in Romans 6:22.  You’re talking about the issue of bearing that fruit unto 
holiness as the end out there one day of everlasting life.   

 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  (Eternal life is a Gift) 
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Eternal life is a gift.  God gives you up front as a gift what the guy under the law is working to get.  
Under grace there are no works to be performed to get the free gift.  
 
Now, that’s the way grace operates.  It gives you the free gift first.  The way the law operates is that it 
gives you a commandment that if you obey it, it will bless you.  If you disobey it, it will curse you.  Grace 
gives you the free gift first, the blessing up front.  That’s how grace works.  You’ve got to see that!   
 
Paul says that you are not under a performance system to get the blessing but under the grace system 
where you have a position in Christ and already been made a participant in the program of God of 
absolute victory.  You’re in it already!  Now, you ought to go out and live consistent with what God has 
already made you in Christ.  Sin isn’t going to win in your life.  Sin is a loser. 
 
What he is doing there is that he is dealing with the two opposing powers and principles: the power of 
sin and the power of righteousness.  They seek to dominate our being and determine our destiny and 
they want to reign.  Sin wants to reign.  Grace wants to reign and does reign.   
 
When we trust the Lord Jesus Christ who dies at Calvary for us, we were under the authority and sphere 
and dominion of sin.  When we go to Christ and trust him as our Saviour, we are then placed into Christ 
and are transferred, moved out of the dominion of sin and placed into Christ and under the dominion, 
sphere and authority of his grace.  We are no longer under the authority and dominion of sin.  We are 
under the authority and the reign of God’s grace.   
 
On one side there is sin.  On the other side there is absolute righteousness.  On that side there is fruit.  
On this side there is fruit.   On that side the fruit is something that God’s justice rejects.  On this side the 
fruit is something that God’s justice accepts. 
 
Here’s a very popular verse and we use a lot in evangelistic work. 
 
For the wages of sin is death; (Romans 6:23) 
 
The program under the law principle has an end and the end is death.  That death winds up being more 
than a hole in the ground.  It winds up as the lake of fire, the Second Death.  
 
… but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:23) 
 
What is the gift?  Life.  Eternal life is a free gift.  It’s on the basis of grace.  The law principle is 
performance.  You perform and you get the blessing.  The grace principle is the free gift. “Being justified 
freely by his grace.” 
 
That’s how grace works.  The program that we are now in is not this program of sin, to perform and 
bring forth fruit unto death but it’s this program that God gave us up front.  We’re in the grace program 
and we’re not under the law.  Folks, grace motivates you to serve him by virtue of who you are in Christ.  
Not only that but by virtue of the fact that now you can do something you couldn’t do before. 
 
Don’t you like to do something you couldn’t do before?  Did you ever learn to do something new and just 
wear it out doing it?  My kids are learning to play the piano.  One of them is trying to learn to play the 
trumpet.  (It is trying, very trying.)  They practice and they play and they enjoy it.  You know, the little 
seven-year-old likes to be on the piano the most after he gets through with his lessons.  Recently at six 
o’clock in the morning he was down in the basement playing the piano.  When you learn something new, 
you like it.  It’s that way in the life of a believer, isn’t it?  All of a sudden you can do something you 
couldn’t do before.  You can bring forth fruit unto God!  Unto holiness!  Fruit that God will accept!  
Doesn’t that motivate to go do a little more of this?  Sure it does.  “Let’s eat a little more of this pie that 
we’ve got from the sky.”   
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For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 
6:23) 
 
The ultimate statement when physical death comes, our bodies will be fitted to live in eternity at the 
resurrection.  It will be a continuation and expansion of that new life that we began down here when that 
Rapture comes and we go out.   But you got it down here, folks, and if that won’t motivate you, nothing 
will.   
 
By the way, by that word “death” write down Revelation 21:8.  On a test when I ask you what is that 
death, that is the verse you are to give me.   The Second Death which is the lake of fire. (Revelation 
21:8) 
 
 When you are witnessing to somebody, that’s the verse you want to use with them. 
 
Eternal life is a free gift from God today.  Romans 5:17-18 
 
If we communicate the gospel in terms that fail to deal adequately with sin, the terminology is faulty.  If 
our terminology deals too lightly with sin, and its consequences (with the horror of being lost) then we 
haven’t communicated the gospel.  The terminology is faulty.   
 
That is where you get the issue of “easy believism.”  It is not that believing is easy, but it is trying to get 
people to believe without understanding the nature, and the consequences of their sin, and dealing 
adequately with the need of a Savior.  The Lord Jesus Christ comes to save people.  The only people that 
are going to trust a Savior are people who need a Savior.  And you will find the problem, at its most basic 
level, right here.   
 
The problem of faulty terminology is evidenced in using many of the modern, popular appeals 
(expressions, and clichés) in salvation invitations.  A man might preach the gospel clearly – that Christ 
died for his sins, he was buried and he was raised again.  Every Roman Catholic believes that.  Every 
Seventh Day Adventist believes that.  Billy Graham preaches that very clearly.   
 
Many people preach the gospel clearly. But the problem arises when they begin to tell people the gospel, 
and then they add something ”to” faith in the finished work of Christ.  They add works rather than 
presenting the gospel clearly and concisely.   
 
The gospel is what saves, but it is faith in the gospel that allows you to be saved – believing the gospel is 
the power of God.  The gospel is the power of God “to” everyone that believes.  The only way it will save 
you is if you believe it.  So, the invitation, the proposition that you give the unbeliever, is critically 
important.  The thing upon which that person is trusting is extremely important.  It is critical; it is the 
issue.   
 
Lots of these popular expressions just simply bewilder and confuse the unsaved man.  Some of the 
approaches are unscriptural.  Some of them are scriptural, but they are instructions for someone that is 
already saved.    
 
So, the appeals come under two categories: 
 
First, unscriptural things.  They are basically wrong. 
Second, others are scriptural and right, but they are not instructions for unbelievers, they are instructions 
for believers.   
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Now, I picked out 6 or 7 of what I think are the most commonly heard expressions that are really difficult 
and confusing.  I am not listing these in any order of priority. 
 
You must give your heart to Christ.  Give your heart to Jesus.  Come tonight to Christ and give him your 
heart.  Make your commitment to Christ.  Now, that sounds positively romantic, doesn't it?  Give your 
heart to Christ tonight, and let him win your heart.  It may sound romantic, but it lacks any adequate 
basis of salvation, because giving your heart to Christ is simply “works”.  Salvation is not our gift to God, 
but it is God’s gift to us, right? 
 
Romans 3:24: “Being justified freely by his grace.”  
Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God.” 
Romans 5:18: “the free gift.” 
Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” 
Salvation is God’s gift to us.  It is not “us” giving God anything.  There is nothing in your heart that God 
wants.  It is God giving “us” eternal life, God giving “us” his righteousness.  That is salvation. 
Ephesians 2:10: “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” 
Proverbs 23:26 says, “My son, give me thine heart.”  Now notice the passage.  “My son, give me thine 
heart”.  That is an appeal to his son – the relationship is already established.  That is not an appeal to 
someone to come and be a son, by giving Christ his heart.  But that is “to” the son.  He is saying, “Now 
that you are my son, give me your allegiance and your devotion.  Now, when some people talk about 
“giving your heart to Christ”, they mean the right thing, and they will go on to explain it properly.  But 
the problem is that when most people hear that term, they do not understand it clearly.   
 
Now, every time you hear somebody say that, you don’t need to run up and tell him (or her) that they 
are a bunch of apostates.  You need to find out what they mean.  When somebody says, “I gave my 
heart to Christ (x) number of years ago,” you don’t, immediately, say, “No, you can’t get saved by giving 
your heart to Christ.”  You have to find out what they mean by that.   
 
Most of the time you will find that they mean they came and did something to be saved.  It is confusing 
terminology.  When you hear that, you do not know whether they did the right thing, or they didn’t.  
Maybe they did, but maybe they did not.  It is confusing to an unbeliever because he wants to do 
something, and you just gave him something to do.  What is the heart supposed to do?  What can the 
heart do? 
 

 

Romans: 7 

We have progressed through the first six verses of Chapter 7 and I will take a moment to remind you of 
where we are at this point. 
 
Romans 6, 7 and 8 is the second foundation stone of basic establishment truths found in Romans.  The 
first issue Paul deals with is justification by grace through faith alone.  (Romans 1 through 5)  There is 
the issue of the wrath of God and how God’s justice works in Chapters 1 and 2 and in Chapter 3 how the 
propitiatory work of Christ  has satisfied the justice of God and makes it positive toward us so that God 
can now impute righteousness to us.  Having imputed righteousness to us, the wisdom of God has 
provided us (Romans 4) so that he can also give us eternal life.  And in Chapter 5 he demonstrates the 
security that is ours as a result of that and our participation in a new creation.  We are taken out of Adam 
and there is a tremendous change in our status.  At one time we were “in Adam” (in sin) and now have 
been moved out of Adam into the Lord Jesus Christ, so that now we are “in Christ.”  The transfer takes 
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place by virtue of our identification together with Christ at Calvary where Christ dies as the sacrifice for 
our sins.  We have been transferred out of sin and the old creation, into Christ and his righteousness.  
We have been moved from the dominion of the LAW to the dominion of GRACE.  That is what Paul is 
dealing with in the believer’s life now in Chapters 6, 7 and 8.  He begins to lay the first foundation stone 
that you have to get right.  That is the doctrine of Grace with regard to justification.  Justification by 
grace through faith, plus nothing.  Then he begins to move into the issue of living under grace.  The end 
is eternal life, but in the meantime, (where we live now) we are to live under grace, not under the Law.  
Those chapters (6, 7 and 8) deal with the issue of living under grace, walking in the Spirit today. 
 
Chapter 9, 10 and 11 deal with the dispensational issues and in Chapter 12 through 16 Paul deals with 
your practical living in light of your sonship – walking worthy of the position you have as a son of God. 
 
In Chapters 6, 7 and 8 Paul is dealing with our situation under Grace and how God deals with us as 
justified people, and how the justice of God can deal with us under the program and principle of grace. 
 
Having magnified God’s grace in justification and demonstrated the reconciliation program where we 
have been transferred from Adam into Christ in Chapter 5 (having our status changed from being in 
Adam and an enemy to being in Christ and being a son; from being alienated to being justified) he now 
begins to answer an objection and to deal with our practical living under grace today. 
 
 
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? (Romans 6:1) 
 
Chapter 1 – 5 deals with justification 
Chapter 6 – 8 deals with sanctification (and our service) 
 
Let me remind you of the setting in Romans 7.  The Apostle Paul is laying down foundational, 
establishment truths and details of his gospel and the ramifications of grace as it operates today that give 
stability to the souls of the believer.  There are four cornerstones, four basic principles that Paul lays 
down in Romans that you have to get straight in your understanding.   
 
The first principle is justification by grace through faith alone.  That is Chapter 1 to 5. 
Paul deals with the details of that issue: 
 
The wrath of God, and what the justice of God demands – perfect righteousness – before it will impute 
life. 
How God has provided perfect righteousness for us through the sacrifice of Christ at Calvary – the 
propitiation. 
How the wisdom of God has provided so that he can impute eternal life to us. 
How secure we are in all that. 
 
By the time you get through the first five chapters of the book of Romans, all of your confidence in your 
fleshly ability to do something that allow you to stand before God, should be completely gone.  “Where 
[is] boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.”  (Romans 3:27)  
The law of faith refers to what Christ has done for us.  When you really see that issue of justification, 
(that foundational principle) then you see there is nothing your flesh can do to merit a standing before 
God in righteousness.   
 
You see the wisdom of God in the provision of justification in providing righteousness and eternal life and 
security.   
 
Then in Chapters 6, 7 and 8 – where we are now – we begin with the second issue which is 
sanctification.   It is the issue of living under grace, not under the law.  How is it that we live under 
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grace?  In this section you learn that living under grace takes away all your self confidence to bring forth 
fruit that is acceptable to God. 
 
In Chapters 9, 10 and 11 you have a third section that deals with the dispensation of grace:  where we 
are, who we are, where we stand and where Israel is in relation to this new program that God is 
executing today. 
 
And in  Chapters 12 to 16 there is that last basic issue of walking as sons of God; practical living in the 
age of grace.  It is about walking in light of our sonship status and doing everything on the basis of 
agape love, understanding how God views things. 
 
In Chapter 7, you have the issue of law versus grace; walking in the flesh; walking in the Spirit. 
 

 

Released from the Law 

Rom 7= Dead to low= (Grace is a new oprating system, it is based on love) (Contast is Grace vs Law) 

 

Romans 7:1 Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the 
law,) how that the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth?  
(Ch 7-8 Dealing with Jews who has no understanding of grace) 

Paul is going to anticipate another objection here in Romans, Chapter 7.  Verse 1: “Know ye not?”  That 
is just what Paul said back in Chapter 6, Verses 3 and 15.  Notice that he’s answering an objection here, 
really before it comes up.   
 
Now he is going to deal with the issue of the law.  He is going to move away from Chapter 6 where he 
was dealing with the issue: “You’re dead to sin.  You’re dead to sin by being placed into Christ, into a 
grace program of victory.” 
 
Objection: “That means that we all have to go back under the law.  Right?  We can live in sin and any 
way we want to.”  Paul says: “No, no. no.  You are not understanding that grace will motivate you to 
service.”  Grace will give you a capacity to do something you could not do before.  One: It gives you 
righteousness.  Two: It gives you the ability to bring forth fruit that God’s justice will accept.  Those are 
the great motivators under grace. The grace motivation is love, gratitude. 
 
Somebody says: “Wait a minute.  If you take away the law, then there isn’t going to be anything that’s 
going to give us – I mean, the law is what gives us the ability to please God.  It tells us what he wants us 
to do and it motives us to do it because if we break it – boy!  If you do that, we’re in trouble.”   
 
Paul is going to deal with that now.  What he is going to say here now is that God has broken down the 
dominion of the law so you can bring forth fruit that he’ll accept.   
 
I want you to write that down.  God has broken down the dominion of the law.  God has destroyed the 
dominion of the law so you can bring forth fruit that he will accept. 
 
These people knew the law and they had thought that the law was given to stop their sinning.  They 
thought it was given in order to enable them not to sin.   
 



“Thou shalt not.  Thou shalt not.  Thou shalt not.  Well, preacher, the law was given so we wouldn’t sin, 
wasn’t it?”  That’s what people tell you.  And, that’s what you will think – that’s what you all thought.  
When you were back over here, do you know what you thought?  “Don’t give me a bunch of laws.  It just 
ruins all the things I like to do.  Don’t tell me not to do that.  I want to do it.”  You thought the law was 
just given to make you stop sinning, to enable you not to sin.  So people say: “If we remove the law we 
will lose our ability to please God.  We’ll lose our ability not to sin.”  They’ve got the idea that the law was 
given to help them do something good, helping them to please God, allowing them not to sin – that kind 
of thing.  
 
But, that was not the reason the law was given.  The law was given to show you that you are a sinner 
and to condemn you as a sinner.  Folks, the only way the justice of God does it is by accepting your 
righteousness if it matches his righteousness.  The only way the justice of God will accept your good 
works is if they are absolutely, perfectly righteous.  You have to be perfect like God is.  If you have 
perfect righteousness like God has, he’ll accept you.  Justice won’t be mad at you.  He’ll accept you.  
Have you got it?  See?  That’s our problem.  We don’t measure up.   
 
So, Paul is going to deal with the issue here that God has broken the dominion of the law.  Just like 
Chapter 6 says you’re dead to sin, Chapter 7 says you’re dead to the law.  What he is going to tell them 
in Chapter 7, is: “You weren’t justified by keeping the law and you’re not going to be sanctified by 
keeping it either.  The law condemned you as an unbeliever and do you know what it’s going to do you 
as a believer?  It’s going to condemn you, too.   
 
He’s going to give an illustration...verse 2. 
 
To be free from the law, you have to die.  You are never free from the control and dominion of the law – 
until you die.  The key is that we keep sticking ourselves into it.  I want to do this and I want to do that.  
I’m going to do, I’m going to do, instead of it being Christ in me.  “The life I now live, I live by the faith 
of the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me.”  It’s His life accomplishing.   
 

 

Romans 7:2 For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law 
to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is 
loosed from the law of her husband.  

Now is there any problem with that?  Simple enough.  There’s a regulation in the Mosaic Law that deals 
with marriage.  The woman is married to the husband and as long as he is alive he points out everything 
wrong with her.  Wouldn’t it be terrible to be married to someone like that?  That’s what the law is.  He 
criticizes and condemns and complains all the time.  She is bound to that man as long as he lives.  That’s 
the law.   
 
That’s the illustration.  Here is the principle. 
 
So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: … 
 
She says: “Hey, guy, I am sick of you and I can’t take this any more,” and she leaves.  It doesn’t make 
any difference because she is still bound to him.  If she gets married to somebody else she is an 
adulteress.  She’s a lawbreaker.      
 



Romans 7:3 So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to 
another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be 
dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she 
be married to another man.  (Illustration) 

Now she can go out and be married again because the husband is dead.  Do you know what death did?  
Death severed her bondage to that husband and the law was done away with as far as that relationship 
was concerned.  Death breaks the dominion of the law.   

 
Now, Paul is going to apply that in the following Verses 4 and 5.  You’ve got the principle (death sets you 
free) and the illustration. 
 

Romans 7:4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the 
law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to 
him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto 
God. (Illustration) (Analogy = comparison, likeness, parallel, similarity) Relating to BOC (Israel= Isa 54:5, Jer 

3:14) (Jehovah= Christ, Father, HS) (Eph 5: 23, Rom 7:4, 2Cor 11:2)  

Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law …  
 
Notice the progression.  Verse 2: She is bound by the law.   Verse 4: you are dead to the law.  Verse 6: 
Now we are delivered from the law.  What he’s talking about in Romans 7, is being free from the law.  
(“O happy condition,” the song says.) 
 
Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ;  
 
You’ve been baptized into Christ.  Just like your being placed in Christ took you out from under the 
dominion of sin, out from the authority and control of sin, it also took you out from under the dominion 
and authority and control of the law.  All these things in this same program end up in death.  It’s just 
another working principle of it and you’ve been transferred from the program that has the law as its basis 
to the program that has grace as its basis.   
 
When you were transferred you were identified in that dying body of the Lord Jesus Christ who hung 
there on Calvary, in his burial, in his resurrection and thus in his life.  When he died there, you died with 
him and right now you are an active participant in everything that ever was his.  You, as a member of the 
Body of the Lord Jesus Christ by that Spirit baptism, by identifying you in there, were crucified with him.  
When you died you were free. 
 
I want you to notice in Verse 4, the dominion of the law is broken now by your participation in this grace 
program.  The whole thing is yours the moment you trust Christ and the moment you become one with 
him.  That’s what it goes on to say.   
 
Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be 
married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. 
(Romans 7:4) 
 
Why did he make you dead to the authority and the effects of the law?   
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… that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, 
 
Now folks, you don’t just die with him but you are raised from the dead with him.  You see, if you died 
with him and death was all there is, you wouldn’t be any better fixed because functionally death is the 
cessation of activity.  Death is not the cessation of consciousness but the function, the activity is not 
going on.   
 
You need life. You don’t need death.  You died with him and you were free but you don’t have any life to 
enjoy it.  No, you are raised with him.   
 
Why did he raise you up?  “That ye should be married.”  Marriage is a union.  Two become one.  Write 
down by that passage, Ephesians 5:21-32.  Read that passage and you will see the Body of Christ is 
described as a marriage relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  You’ll see there that you are bone of his 
bone, flesh of his flesh.  You are one with him.   
 
It says that you are married to another.  That is to Christ.  You are dead that you might be made one 
with the Lord Jesus Christ.  Why did he want to make you one with Christ? Look at the next “that.”   
 
 … that we should bring forth fruit unto God. (Romans 7:4) 
 
The purpose of having the dominion of the law broken is so we can be married to another, just as the 
illustration back there, that he might put us in living union with Christ.  Why did he want to do that?  So 
we could bring forth fruit that God’s justice will accept.  We can bring forth fruit that God is pleased with.  
That’s a privilege that we never had before.  It isn’t given by the law.  It’s our privilege to bring forth fruit 
unto God by NOT being under the law.  It’s by not being under the law that we can now please God.  It’s 
the new union created by being placed into Christ.  That’s what gives us the ability to bring forth fruit 
unto God. 
 
Your Christian life is not going to function under the law principle.  It won’t work.  It has to do with 
functioning under that grace principle.  That’s something that believers need to learn.   You are not going 
to function on the basis of going out here and try to gain God’s approval by performance.  
 
We don’t just deal with a relationship with the Lord under the law, we deal with our relationship one with 
another.  We were talking about that earlier.  We say: “You perform and I will accept you.  If you don’t 
meet my expectations, I’ll reject you.”  We deal with one another on the basis of the law and not on the 
basis of grace.   
 
Do you know what Paul says?  He said: “You know how God has dealt with you on the basis of grace, 
don’t you?  Well, you go deal with other people like that.” 
 
That will transform your interpersonal relationships if you learn that.  He says: “Deal with yourself that 
way, too.”  Deal with yourself on the basis of grace, not saying you have to meet this, gain that in order 
to accept yourself but just recognize who God has made you in Christ and revel in that and function on 
the basis of that.  Accept one another as God for Christ’s sake accepts you.  Receive one another as 
Christ Jesus receives you to the glory of God as Romans 15 says.  That’s the issue. 
 
You see, God wants you to be able to bring forth fruit that his justice can accept; fruit that matches his 
standard.  He took you out from under the law and placed you under grace so that you can do that.  
Under the law, you cannot bring forth fruit that God will accept.  Why?  What kind of fruit does God 
accept under the law? -  Only “perfect.”  To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory 
and honour and immortality, eternal life: (Romans 2:7).  The law is a system – a measure whereby man’s 
merits can be measured against God’s merit.  God says, If you want your merits to measure up to mine, 

tw://bible.*/?id=49.5.21-49.5.32|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.7.4|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.15.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.2.7|_AUTODETECT_|


you have to have absolute, total, perfect righteousness and to fail in one point is to fail in all.  Just to say 
that is to condemn us!  Under the law you cannot bring forth fruit so God puts you under grace and 
under grace He gives it to you as a free gift. 
 
God would not have us do his will simply because we had to do it.  He does not accept that, because we 
don’t do it.  Rather like any normal father, he wants us to do his will because we love him; because we 
respond in gratitude to his love for us.  God accepts what we do based upon the grace principle.  
 
You are dead to the law so you can bring forth fruit unto God by being married to Christ.  Your union 
with Christ gives you the capacity to bring forth fruit that God can accept.  That is something you could 
not do before you were saved. 
 
 

Romans 7:5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which 
were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto 
death. (Motions of sins= the activity of sins = habitual sinful lifestyle) 

Do you see the issue of being in the flesh, that is, in the body?  The motions of sins, the activity of sin – 
that is an interesting expression – “the motions of sins.”   
 
A man told me at a pastor’s conference the other day: “I have never had quite a problem as this and I 
would like to know what to do about it.”  He told me what it was.  I said: “Yeah, I have had to deal with 
people who had that problem.”  It’s a tremendously difficult problem to handle.  Physically, it is a sinful 
thing.  It is hard to get victory over that sinfully habitual lifestyle.  We talked about it and I told him: “The 
only way I know to get the victory over it is first, get saved.  When the guy is saved, he has to change 
his motions.  Get some new activities.  Get some new styles of living.”   
 
Do you see the motions of sins?  That is that habitually sinful lifestyle that comes from the old sin nature.  
Where do the motions of sin take place?  In the body of sin.  Where do the motions of sin work?  They 
work in our members.   
 
Do you see why Paul would call it “the body of sin?”  Look down to Chapter 7, Verse18. 
 
Do you see how he keeps nailing that thing down?  The law gave motions to sin.  The law was given to 
put sin into motion, to put it into action, to identify it.  The old sin nature is resident in our flesh (when 
we were in the flesh as unsaved), “the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members 
to bring forth fruit unto death.” 
 

Romans 7:6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead 
wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and 
not in the oldness of the letter.  

 

But now [like Chapter 6, Verse 22, now that we are saved under grace] we are delivered from the law, 
that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness 

of the letter. (Romans 7:6) 
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The flesh is dead, crucified.  Now we are delivered from the law.  Why?   “That we should serve in 
newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.” 
 
He says: “I want you to walk in the spirit and not under the law.  I want you to walk under a new 
system, the grace program, not under the law. 
 
It is important for you to see that when he is talking about walking in the newness of the spirit, he’s 
talking about walking in the spirit.  Walking in the spirit is a synonym in Paul’s epistles, for walking in line 
with that grace program and producing the fruit that that program produces.   
 
Walking in the oldness of the letter is a synonym for walking under the law which is a synonym for 
walking in the flesh and producing the fruit of corruption and rottenness that flesh produces.  Walking in 
the flesh and walking under the law are the same thing.  There are people who flat deny that and will 
never get it through their skull because they’re lost, or, they are saved people who don’t have any 
perception about what God is doing.  
 
They’ll say: “If you give me a law, it will stop adultery because it says ‘Thou shalt not commit adultery.’”  
The works of the flesh are adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lying, etc.  They’ll say: “The law will stop 
that.”  Paul says: “No.  The law sets that stuff in motion.”   
 
You see, people have the idea that God gave the law so they wouldn’t sin, so they’d stop sinning and 
start pleasing him.  There’s not a verse in the Bible that says that.  It says he gave the law to show you 
would sin, to let you know that it’s sin.  He gave the law because of transgressions.   
 
All that is a program together.  If you don’t want to do the works of the flesh and that corrupt fruit, then 
you walk in the grace program.   
 
But, the flesh tells you: “Hey!  I know how to stop sin.  Give me a law.” 
 
Paul says: “No, no, no.  The way you stop sin is to recognize what God has made you in Christ and his 
grace to you and allow that to work.  
 
 Do you see that?  I hope you do.  The law won’t produce sanctification.  Grace is what produces it.  God 
has broken the dominion of the law over you so that you now can do something that you couldn’t do 
before – and that is to bring forth fruit unto him.  He has placed you in living union with Christ.  He has 
married you to him, made you one with him: bone of his bone, flesh of his flesh.   
 
Do you know the issue is in marriage?  Be fruitful and multiply.  Do you remember the instructions to 
Adam and Eve?  That’s the issue: bring forth fruit that God can accept. 
 
In other words, our service now is not through the old way of thinking but to be the new way of thinking.  
That newness of spirit has to do with the new manner of walking – the newness of life we have “in 
Christ.” 
 
In Chapter 6 the issue is that you are “dead to sin.”  In Chapter 7 the issue is you are “dead to the law.”  
In other words, the law is not going to be sufficient to control sin in your life.  The law will not be 
sufficient to allow you to please God.  The strength of sin is the law.  It makes sin strong.  That is 
misunderstood by most people.  If I have a law, people think, it will stop sin.  But God says that sin has 
deceived you.  Grace is what stops sin, so we need to learn how to operate under grace. 
 



We also need to appreciate the issue of not being under the law in regard to service, in regard to our 
sanctification as well as our justification. We need to serve in newness of the spirit.  Notice Verse 28 in 
Chapter 3: (Romans 3:28) 
 
Could anything be any clearer than that?  A man is justified by faith alone without the deeds of the law.  
Paul arrives at that conclusion based on the evidence he gives us up to that point in the book of Romans.  
So now, when you come to Chapter 7 you are not dealing with the issue of being justified by the law.  
That has been settled in Romans 3:28.   It is now an established fact and from that point on it is 
assumed that you understand that justification is by grace through faith without the deeds of the law. 
 
When you come to Chapter 7 and read about not being under the law, Paul is not talking about not being 
under the law to get saved or to get justified.  The issue here is service.  Paul said, “As ye have received 
Christ Jesus, the Lord, so walk ye in him.”  Just like you got justified by grace through faith plus nothing 
– without the deeds of the law, so it is your life, day by day, does not work out of the legalistic program 
– that performance system of the law.  As a believer, your life day by day does not work under the law 
principle and that is what Paul is dealing with here. 
 
The reason God took you out from under the law is so that you could serve him and bring forth fruit that 
he will accept.  As long as you try to serve him under the law, people, you are not going to bring forth 
fruit that God is going to accept because the law does the same thing in the life of a believer that it did in 
the life of an unbeliever.  What was that?  Did it bless him or condemn him?   
 
In Galatians 2:11, Peter, after learning in Acts 10 that he was not to call anything unclean, went to eat 
with some Gentiles.  But when some of the “religious” bosses from denominational headquarters in 
Jerusalem came down from James, Peter separated himself and pretended there was a division when he 
knew there was not.  He caused a split in the believers at Antioch.  So Paul chided him about it: 
(Galatians 2:14-16) 
 
So, in Chapter 7, Paul is telling us a wonderful truth; that God has fixed us so that we can bring forth 
fruit unto him.  Why would anyone want to go back under the law – the works of the flesh?  Why not 
walk in the spirit and live under the control of grace, where you can bring forth fruit that God’s justice 
can accept as pleasing unto him? 
 
But now [now that we are saved] we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; 
that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not [in] the oldness of the letter.  (Romans 7:6)] 
 
We have already been through that passage.  The law has been set aside; you are dead to the law; you 
are delivered from the law.  Ephesians 2:15 
 
Our program today is different.  You will bring only frustration, heartache, bitterness, and disappointment 
to your Christian life by trying to go back to Acts 2 and make that Pentecostal program fit and jam it 
down on what God is doing today, because it won’t work.    
 
I’ll say to you what I have said time and again, “You have never been big enough to make God do 
something He isn’t going to do.”   
 
The great blunder of the church today as a whole is the teaching that the body of Christ began on the 
day of Pentecost.  My friend, the Pentecostal program is not the program that works today.  Let’s not 
make any mistake about that.  And, there is a cause, and if you don’t know that, you go out and talk to 
some of our evangelical, fundamentalist brethren and friends, saved people who love the Lord, and you 
will see that there is a cause.   
 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.3.28|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.3.28|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.2.11|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.10.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.2.14-48.2.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.7.6|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.2.15|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.2.0|_AUTODETECT_|


In the article I mentioned by Dr. Bultema where he talks about the church beginning at Pentecost but 
revealed by Paul, he says Luke 24 is our commission.  Why not, if the church started there?  Even if it did 
start there, and the program wasn’t revealed until Paul, do you know where you have to go to get your 
commission?  You have to go to Paul too.  You try to follow that post-resurrection commission today and 
see what happens.  It won’t work.  It’s a different program. 
 
 

 

 The Law and Sin  

Romans 7:7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I 
had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the 
law had said, Thou shalt not covet.  

In Verse 7, Paul anticipates an objection.  What shall we say then? Is the law sin? [Is there something 
the matter with the law?] God forbid.   
 
Paul is now going to give you a personal illustration.  You need to notice that beginning at this point in 
Verse 7, all the way down through the end of the chapter, Paul uses himself as a personal example of 
what he has learned about the difference between walking under the law and walking under grace. 
 
The law is like a mirror.  The problem is not the law.  When you go to the mirror in the morning you ask 
yourself, “Why do you make me look so bad?”  It is not the mirror’s fault that you look bad, is it?  If you 
take your temperature with a thermometer and find you indeed have a fever, does the thermometer give 
you the fever?  Of course not;  the thermometer tells you the fact of the fever.  That is what the law 
does.  The fault is not in the law.  The problem is in human nature.  Paul said, the problem is in me.  
Notice verse 8. 

 

Romans 7:8 But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in 
me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead.  

That doesn’t mean sin wasn’t real and I was not a sinner.  It just says I didn’t know sin was sin until the 
law was manifested to me.  Romans 7:13.  See Galatians 3:22-23. 
 
That doesn’t mean sin was not real or that I wasn’t a sinner.  It merely says that I did not know it.  I 
could justify myself and believe I was not a sinner without the law.  But the law came along and it says 
there is no excuse.  Isn’t that what the policeman tells you if you get a ticket for speeding? 
 
Sin is the problem. “Sin, taking occasion by the commandment . . .”  I like that!  Sin took opportunity.  
Understand that the law is the manifestation of the holiness of God.  It is the manifestation of the 
manner in which his justice will accept human merit as equal with his own.  It is always “all or nothing.”  
-  Perfect obedience or total failure.  The law gave sin the opportunity for action.  It provided the 
opportunity for sin that dwelt in me to go into motion (action).  Verse 5 speaks of “the motions of sin 
which were by the law.”  Verse 8: “For without the law sin was dead.”  Then with the law what is sin?  
Don’t forget that.  The law makes sin alive.  Before the law sin was inactive.  
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Romans 7:9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the 
commandment came, sin revived, and I died.  

He was reveling in the freedom to do whatever he wanted to do.  The law made Paul conscious that sin 
lived in him and that it was he who was really dead.  That is the issue of functional death.  He said he 
was powerless to do anything about it; powerless to deliver himself from sin. 
 
Several of you have mentioned – as we began studying “Preparation and Delivery of Sermons” I laid on 
you pretty heavily the responsibility that you have as a preacher and pastor.  Do you remember that?  
Some of you got rather discouraged about that, didn’t you?  When you got discouraged about that, do 
you realize what you were doing?  You were working on the basis of the law principle.  You automatically 
put yourself on a performance standard and said to yourself, “I can’t measure up to the standard.”  
Therefore sin revived “and I died.”  Do you see that?  What should you have said?  Exactly what I kept 
telling you!  You do not measure up and you aren’t going to measure up in yourself.  But the 
measurement is in Christ.  You will never be worthy in yourself.  Are you relying on yourself and your 
own performance? 
 
Grace says:  I recognize what it is God has made me in Christ.  I know what I am in myself.  I’m a rotten 
wretch, but I know what God has made me in Christ.  I’m a new Creature with a position He has given 
me in Christ, therefore, I am going to build into my soul an understanding and appreciation of what it is 
he is doing.  I am going to have God, the Holy Spirit take that edifice of doctrine that is built into my soul 
and that  is what is going to live in me – not me. 
 
That is how you get out from under the law under grace.  I hope you see that.  In this passage you are 
going to see that the Apostle Paul himself struggled at this point in his life and the rest of his life with a 
consciousness of who he was.  Yet the victory was in recognizing what God had made him in Christ. 
 
For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. 
(Romans 7:9)  (I recognized I was powerless to deliver myself.  I got all discouraged and down in the 
dumps!) 
 
I use the shotgun approach when I preach and I get discouraged if I don’t hit eight or ten people!  It 
doesn’t hurt you to understand the high, lofty position that God has given you in Christ when you also 
understand that God makes you worthy.  As soon as you put yourself under that performance system of 
motivating yourself to please God, you are shot!  You cannot bring forth fruit that God will accept in that 
manner and it will kill you.  It grieves the Spirit of God’s activity.   He wants you to recognize what God 
has made you in Christ and know that it is all in him.  Focus on him and what he has done in you.  No, 
that does not mean you can live any way you want to live.  Shame on you for thinking that.  You weren’t 
listening to Romans 6.  That is what Paul is addressing here.  (Titus 2:12) 
 

Romans 7:10 And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I 
found to be unto death.  

When Paul says it “is ordained to life,” he means “do and live.”  Chapter 10, Verse 5: (Romans 10:5) 
 
If you “do them” you will live.  Paul found it to be unto death.  Why?  Was there something wrong with 
the law?  No.  The problem was with him. 
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Romans 7:11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived 
me, and by it slew me.  

“Sin deceived me,” said Paul.  The blame for Paul’s (and our) condition and our condemnation is placed 
on our sin.  Not on God’s law. (Romans 8:3) 
 
There was not a problem in the law; the problem was in us.  “For sin taking occasion by the 
commandment, deceived me . . . and slew me.”  It deceived him into depending on his own ability to 
control sin and to please God.  That is what sin always tries to get you to do – depend on your ability - 
persuasive words to figure out a way for you to go please God; a way for you to figure out how to stop 
sin in your life.  As soon as you give in to that you put yourself under a legalistic system and sin revives.  
Have you ever noticed that as soon as someone puts up a sign that says “Wet Paint” someone touches it 
to see if that is true?  The prohibition agitates and stimulates sin.  The prohibition of sin makes it live.  
There is nothing wrong with the prohibition; it makes sense.  The problem is in the essence of human 
nature.  Our old man has a problem – sin.  The problem is not the presence of the prohibition (the law); 
it is the sinfulness of our nature.   
 
Notice it says, “Sin deceived me.”  Sin is a life force that works in its inhabitants.  There is a nature of sin 
that dwells in your flesh. 

 

Romans 7:12 Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, 
and just, and good.  

Romans 7:13 Was then that which is good made death unto me? God 
forbid. But sin, (Sin nature) that it might appear sin, working death in me by 
that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become 
exceeding sinful.   

When God accomplishes his purpose in the law, then the law is done away with; it is set aside.  He quits 
working the first purpose and introduces a new purpose, which is to manifest his righteousness.  
Galatians 3:19. 
 
He is saying there that the problem was not with the law (the law was righteous and good), but the 
problem is in me – I am a sinner.  The law accuses of sin and produces wrath.  That performance system 
points out my lack of performance and works wrath.  (2 Corinthians 3:7) 
 
That verse has always impressed me.  There is a rule that when you define a word, you never define it 
by the word.  You never say for instance, “that door is a door.”  That fails to define anything.  You use 
another word to define a word.  When Paul does that here, it is as though he can’t find any word worse 
than “sin.”   
 
But sin, that it might appear sin. 
 
That it might just appear in its true light; as what it really is – that sin by the commandment might 
become exceeding sinful.  That ought to tell you something about sin.  It is bad in any degree that it 
comes in. 
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Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working 
death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. 
(Romans 7:13) 
 
That question tells me it takes a long, long time to get believers to lose confidence in their own ability to 
control sin and to please God.  Are you trying to “measure up” as a preacher?  Isn’t that interesting? But 
– before I accuse you much I would remind you that when we point our fingers, we have three coming 
right back at us.  Is it not something we battle with constantly in our lives – staying off the performance 
system and on the grace system?  Sure it is.  We need to be always focusing, not on what I can do to 
stop sin or to please God, but my motive should be looking always for what God has made me and how 
can I have that live in my life.  That is the key to sanctification.  There is no profit under the law principle 
– you cannot in yourself produce anything God will accept, but under grace you can.  And there is 
nothing wrong with the law; the problem is with you and your flesh, so don’t try to walk under the old 
law program. 
 

 

Romans 7:14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold 
under sin.  

What a mess!  The Greek word for carnal is “sarkikos sar-kee-kos',” meaning flesh.  Have you even gone 
to a carnival?  Have you ever eaten chili con carne?  That is chili with meat.  “Con” means with and 
“carne” means carnivorous (bearing flesh); carnivorous (meat eaters).   
 
I am flesh, sold unto sin.  The law is spiritual; it is holy and good.  I need to remind myself the problem is 
with me.  When I walk in my flesh – in what good I can do – I am sold unto sin.  Who is sold? -  A slave.  
That says I am a slave under the control of sin.  But Paul tells us we are not under the law but under 
grace. 
 
The rest of this chapter presents an illustration as to what it is to walk in the flesh and to be sold unto 
sin.  Paul tells us what he learned in his own Christian life.  God put us under the grace program so that 
we will bring forth fruit pleasing to him.  That did not mean there was anything wrong with the law.  It 
was good but we just can’t keep the law.  Paul said he had learned that about his own flesh and that 
when he walked in the flesh it was sin.   
 
In our last lesson we learned that the word “carnal” means “flesh;” fleshy; meat.  Chili Con Carne is Chili 
with meat.  When you see a carnival you see a display of the flesh. 
When you hear the word carniferous it means “flesh eating.”  So, “carnal” means fleshy. 
 
Paul said the law is good; it is spiritual.  But I am flesh; sold under sin.  I’m a slave under the control of 
sin.  Man has a problem that is not in the law; the problem is in us. 

 

Romans 7:15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I 
not; but what I hate, that do I.  (That is the defeat) 

Have you ever had to say to yourself, “I do not want to do such and such, because that is not who I am,” 
but you end up doing it anyway?  If you are a saved person, you have experienced the struggle between 
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your old man and your new man:  the old person you were in Adam, and the new person you are in 
Christ.  You have experienced the problem of living under the law when God has said you ought to be 
under grace.  That is what Romans 7 is about, the treadmill:  frustrating grace, and living in your flesh.  
Paul said about that, “Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.”  
 
Is that not the humble confession of just about everyone that ever lived as a saint?  Haven’t you ever 
said that about yourself?  As in, “I hate it when I do that!”  Paul is talking about performance: 
 
Look again at verse 15:  For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, 
that do I.   No unsaved man ever says he hates sin and desires to allow it not.  In Verse 22, Paul says:  
For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: Unsaved men do not delight in the law of God!  
Unsaved men love sin and hate God.  The testimony in the Word of God is clear about that and the 
testimony of your own experience is clear on that issue.  Here is the cry of a believer’s heart: Romans 
7:24-25. 
 
That is the heart of a believer.  The passage has to do with a believer trying to please God by his 
performance.  Read again Verse 18:  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: 
for to will is present with me; but [how] to perform that which is good I find not.  In the believer, “to will 
is present with me,” is the persistent cry of his heart.  A believer desires to do what pleases God but 
when we look at ourselves we say, “How can I perform that?” 
 
So, Paul says the problem is not in the law but, rather, is in me.  I can know what to do and desire what 
to do, but in me there is not anything that will perform it.  I need help. 
 

Romans 7:16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law 
that it is good.  

Epistle to Romans 7:17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me.  

Your body is the seat – the place where the old sin nature is located.  Your old sin nature is not located in 
your soul, and it is not located in your spirit.  It is located in your flesh.  It is genetically resident in your 
flesh.  You will see in Romans 7:17-25 that it is in your flesh and he calls it the “body of sin.”   
 
Now understand the word “flesh” is used a lot of different ways in the bible.  It can be used as a 
reference to the totality of who you are – human nature.  But when he says “Now then it is no more I 
that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me” (Romans 7:17), he says, “It is not me that does it, but it is the old 
sin nature and it dwells in me.   
 

 

Romans 7:18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no 
good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that 
which is good I find not.  

The old sin nature in the flesh is genetically resident in the flesh of every son and daughter of Adam. In 
Genesis Chapter 5, Adam begat a son in his own image.  Adam fell, defaced the image of God and added 
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an old sin nature to his makeup.  When he did, that old sin nature was passed on genetically in our 
nature from one generation to the next so nobody is born into this world without an old sin nature.   
 
If you never sinned a time in your life, personally, you would still die.  “The wages of sin is death.”  The 
reason that your body dies, decays, and returns to dust is that it is related to sin.  That old sin nature is 
in it.  A child born with a mental deficiency and is never personally accountable for sin, still dies.  Romans 
5 - where no sin was imputed but they died because of that sin nature that they got from Adam.  That is 
resident in who you are in your makeup.  The verse says that it is in your flesh. 
 
The issue in the passage again is the walk of a believer.  The reason I emphasize it is this:  there are 
people that take the remainder of this passage and say that this passage in Chapter 7 is Paul talking as 
an unsaved man and that when he gets to Chapter 8 he speaks as a saved man.   
 
The language of Chapter 7:15 through Verse 25 is not the language of an unsaved man.  I will show you 
and ask you to remember these three things that demonstrate that. 
 
In Verse 15 Paul says, “What I hate, that I do.”   
No unsaved man ever hated sin. 
Verse 22:  “For I delight in the law of God after the inward man.” 
That is the language of a saint, not an unsaved man. 
Verse 24:  “O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 
The desire for deliverance is the language of a saint. 
The whole passage is the language of a saint. 
 
The latter part of this chapter deals with Paul’s confession or his statement about his own predicament 
when he walked in the flesh.  He admits that the thing he tells us to do he had trouble doing himself.  
What he said he should not do, he did.   
 
Paul says, “I have learned this . . .” 
 
For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but 
[how] to perform that which is good I find not. (Romans 7:18) 
 
The problem, again, is not the law; the problem is that I cannot do the thing.  Consistency is the hard 
craving of every believer.  Paul says there are all the good things he wants to do but just does not.  He 
has a hard desire to be consistent in his walk with God.  His desire is to control sin and to please God and 
when he tries to do that in his own energy it does not work.  “For the good that I would, I do not.” 
 
The issue in this passage is performance.  The issue is not getting saved; the issue is about a believer 
performing things that will please God – doing things that God will accept.  Some people take this 
passage and say that Romans 7 is dealing with unbelievers; that it is dealing with Paul in an unsaved 
state.  Remember that this passage is very clearly not that Paul is an unsaved man, but is Paul as a 
believer. 

 

Romans 7:19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I 
would not, that I do.  

Paul goes on for several verses saying, “I do, I do, I do.” 
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Romans 7:20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but 
sin that dwelleth in me.  

It is sin that degenerates.  It is that nature of sin that brings you down; that corrupts your body and your 
soul and brings about degeneration.  Do you remember when we studied about the Lake of Fire?  We 
saw that the soul of man in the second death goes through a degenerative process of sin to the place 
where it’s back like a worm; like a red maggot.  That is the identical degenerative process that Satan 
goes through from the time he falls from being the most beautiful creature God ever made down to that 
“worm” state.  The law gives the sin nature strength. 
 
In these next verses, Paul takes up another objection and will say basically that there is nothing wrong 
with the law; the problem is with man. 

 

Romans 7:21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is 
present with me.  

Romans 7:22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:  

The law of sin and death fights against the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus as they seek to control 
me.  “O wretched man that I am; who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”  How am I going to 

shed that old sin nature?  How am I to get shed from the influence that the old man has to constantly 
pull me back out into the works of the flesh? 

 

Romans 7:23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the 
law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is 
in my members.  (Cycle of the law) 

The law of God (Verse 22)  [The commandments, etc.] 
The law in my members (Verse 23) [As in Verse 18 – indwelling sin; my old sin nature; my flesh, my 
humanity, who I am in relationship to Adam.]  
The law of my mind (Verse 23) [The mind of a believer; the law of the mind of the new man that brings 
me into captivity to …] 
The law of sin (V. 23) [The fact that sin dwells in me – in my flesh.] 
The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus (8:2) 
 
The word “law” means a fixed rule, or a principle; something that is consistently true. 
 
We have a body, a soul and a spirit.  Before you got saved, your body was alive and your spirit was dead 
[in sins and trespasses] and your soul was chained, or stuck, to your body.  It was in captivity to your 
flesh and your spirit was alienated from the life of God.  God is a spirit (John 4:24).  The part of you that 
gets in contact with God is your spirit.  We do not “feel” the presence of God.  Emotions and feelings are 
a part of your soul and your body does not “feel” a spirit.  
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It is your spirit that gets in touch with God.  Your spirit is alienated from the life of God; it’s separated 
from God; dead in sins and trespasses (death meaning separation).  So you have a live body, called the 
“body of sin.”  Your soul is in slavery to the sin-laden body.  Your spirit is not any help because it is also 
dead, without God, without light. 
 
But, when you trust Christ as your Saviour, a number of things happen.  First, your dead spirit becomes 
alive when the Spirit of Christ (the Holy Spirit) comes in and takes up residence in you.  Now you have a 
“new nature” that replaces that “old sin nature.”   
 
That old sin nature is an interesting thing.  If you were to diagram it as a box, that old sin nature has a 
lot of aspects to it.  It gets its origin from the taking of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.   It 
has a part in it that tries to do good and a part that tries evil.  That is known also as human good and 
human evil.  There is a tendency in the old sin nature toward asceticism [good things]; and there is a 
tendency in the old sin nature toward lasciviousness [toward evil things].  Your upbringing, your social 
situation, etc. tend to have something to do with which one of these bents and directions the old sin 
nature manifests itself.  Some people are just lascivious and never seek to restrain that side of their old 
sin nature.  At the same time they never seek to enlighten the other side. 
 
But then, there are other people who see that behavior and they choose to seek enlightenment.  They 
are those that say, “Education is the answer.”  They begin to produce human good through their good 

works, their religious works, and their philanthropy – their wonderful uplifting things.  They seek to better 
others and themselves.  It is better to work diligently to understand discipline and work, striving and 
success, doing good for other people, etc. than it is to be an old drunk in the gutter.  But that is all 
activity that is done by the flesh produces. 
 
Both those bents produce pride in the individual.  I’ve seen some of the most prideful people in a rescue 
mission.  On college campuses and cathedrals, you will see pride of accomplishment. 

 
What Paul is learning in Romans 7 is that when he tries to do good works in the energy of his flesh, God 
will not accept it.  God said all our righteousness, all our good works, are like filthy rags in his sight.  
Religion tells you to do good works.  Paul tells us God won’t accept that.  I can “will” to do the right thing 
[a function of your soul] but there is no deliverance in my will unless it is connected to the indwelling 
Holy Spirit in my spirit. 
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When you get saved, you are spiritually circumcised.  Your soul and your body are cut loose and you are 
set free.  Now, your soul is no longer the slave of sin.  Your body is crucified with Christ, to be reckoned 
dead [pay no attention to it] – alive unto God, and you are to walk in the Spirit.  Walk in light of what 
God’s Spirit has made you in Christ and not according to the old man. 
 
The moral law of God keeps pointing out that there is no ability in the flesh to stop sin or to produce 
works that God will accept.  Again, 
 
The moral law – the commandments 
The law of indwelling sin 
The law of the mind – the mind of Christ [indwelling] (Rom 12:2; Eph 4:22-24; Col 3:9,10  The new man 
or the new nature come alive by the indwelling of God’s Spirit.  The life that is in you now has to do with 
the mind of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
As you store up doctrine – build up an edifice of sound doctrine in your soul you being to understand 
justification on rung one; then you move on to rung two to understand sanctification; then the 
dispensational situation; then your sonship status.  You then have a solid foundation upon which to go 
out and build a superstructure of advanced doctrine in the rest of the Pauline epistles.  As you begin to 
get oriented to Grace and how God’s grace operates today, then the Spirit of God can take that 
information and through an appreciation of what you have in Christ, you will be motivated to walk in that 
Spirit and given the capacity to do that. 
 
The law of sin and death – Ch. 8 Vs. 2 – 
The law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus. 
 
So, there is life in Christ and death in you without Christ.  “The law of sin and death.” You cannot change 
the law of sin and death; sin always produces death. 
 
The law of the Spirit is that there is life in Christ. 
 
Remember these important laws.  They are all active laws, four of which you carry around with you as a 
believer and one of which you are not to submit yourself to as in an attempt to please God. 
 
And then he talks about in verses 22-23: “I delight in the law of God after the inward man [the spirit]: 
But I see another law in my members, [this law of sin in his members, in his body] warring against the 
law of my mind.”  Your new nature is resident in your spirit and the spirit and the flesh war against each 
other.  And when you read the passage you see that your old sin nature is resident in your flesh (the 
body), while your new nature is resident in your spirit.   
 
The mind and spirit are defiled, which is the dead spirit.  The mind is cut off from God and it cannot think 
the way God thinks.  It cannot receive God’s input and information.  It cannot know God by thinking and 
by perceiving and by rationalization and by empirical perception – by its ability to believe.  Empiricism will 
not get it.  Rationalism will not get it.  Human faith based on human viewpoint will not get you to God.   
 
Rationalism is thinking, and empiricism is feeling.  Existentialism is a blind leap in the dark.  It is one of 
the philosophies of the last two centuries that is real popular.  It is human viewpoint producing human 
faith in its own object.  It is just a blind leap into the dark.   
 
Your mind is defiled and it is dead.  Your soul is darkened.  There is no understanding and no light in it.  
Your heart is evil and your conscience is defiled and your will is enslaved and your emotions are in revolt.  
Your body is depraved.  It is the seat of the old sin nature.  Now your old sin nature is a very complex 
thing.  The old sin nature is made up of two characteristics.  One is good and one is evil.  (The tree of 
the knowledge of good an evil)   
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Now when most people think of sin they think of just evil, wicked, lasciviousness.  Lasciviousness is being 
completely given over to wantonness and that kind of thing.  The good is given over to asceticism, 
religion, philanthropy, humanitarian activities, education, and the arts.  All of those things are the product 
of the old sin nature just like drunkenness and lying and malice and thievery and cheating and adultery 
and all those things.   
 
So you have to understand what that old sin nature is capable of because when somebody comes to you 
and they have all these good works, you have to understand what is going on.  Where do they come 
from?  Do they come from the old sin nature?  If the person is unsaved, they cannot come from 
anywhere but there.  Look at Romans 6:17-18 
 

Romans 7:24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death?  

Does he sound like an unhappy fellow?  Does he sound like someone who is thinking poorly of himself?  
Does he sound like someone who does not have a proper self-image?  Of course the answer is yes, he 
does.  You say, well that is not me!  Are you sure?  Have you ever been like Paul describes in verse 14? 

 

Romans 7:25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with 
the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.  
(New oprating system; Grace is based on love= walk in the Spirit is grace life vs walking under the law= 

performance base accepted system) 

I want you to see that there is victory to be seen in Verse 25.  Paul said he was caught in the battle, 
being pulled that way and this way and longed for victory.  Then he remembers he can thank God 

through Jesus Christ.  That’s where to get the victory.  
 
Now, I’ve learned that when I walk in the Spirit, I serve the law of God.  But when I walk in the flesh, I 
serve the law of sin. 
 
If you want to serve the law of God, walk by grace and you will have the life that the works of the flesh 
will not produce.  You will then bring forth fruit and life that pleases God and that stops sin.  You must 

recognize who God has made you in Christ and then you will serve God in your life. 
 
You need to notice the fact that there is victory.  Notice particularly one word in this verse: (Galatians 
5:16) 
 
Walking in the flesh has to do with the motivating factor that you can do good things so as to please God 
on your own.  That is the law principle.  When you are under the “legal” system, under a performance 

system where you are in your own strength going to please God by stopping sin, that is being under the 
law and in the flesh, not walking in the Spirit. 
 
The motivating factor in walking by the Spirit is that we recognize our position in Christ and desire to 
walk consistent with that position.  That is walking under the grace principle.  You tell yourself you are 
“dead to sin” and “alive unto God,” under the control of his grace.  “This is who he has made me in 
Christ, so that is how I am going to walk.”  You store those things in your soul.  As you begin to 

recognize your position in Christ and who you are, you begin to serve in “newness of Spirit” – the new 
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walk that is produced by recognizing what God’s Spirit is doing in your life and getting yourself in line 
with it – thereby participating in what God is doing in the world today. 
 
I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with 
the flesh the law of sin. (Romans 7:25) 
 
Victory is obtained by objectively being occupied with what God has made you “in Christ.”  “With the 
MIND I serve the law of God.”  Now I can walk in the Spirit. 

 

 

Romans: 8 

Glorification 8:19-39 

Chapter 8: you have the ministry of the Holy Spirit; the freedom that you have in the Spirit; the witness 
of the Spirit; how to pray and how the Spirit prays with us; walking in the Spirit - the sonship privileges 
that we have; how to have security in time as the servant of God - all these things. 
 
We are in the last part of the chapter, and I have told you before that Romans 8 is a fantastic passage.  
It is a favorite chapter of a lot of people.  He has talked to you about your sonship position, and in the 
last part of this chapter, Paul is talking about enduring.   
 
Chapter 6, you are dead to sin, alive unto God;   
Chapter 7, you are dead to the law and you are under the grace principle;  
Chapter 8, you don't walk in the flesh, you walk in the Spirit. 
 
You have total absolute victory over sin and everything else.   You are in a total victory program.  You 
are sons.  You have been given the sonship position with the privileges right now of exercising the 
position that one day you will occupy in Christ Jesus in the Ages to Come.   
 
We have come to the end of chapter 8, and we are going to begin a new section in chapter 9—a third 
plank in that foundation that Paul is laying in Romans.   Before we do, I want to spend a little time with 
you back in chapter 8 about three things.   There are textual and theological arguments that come up in 
Romans 8 that I want you to be familiar with.   I want to go over with you again tonight, the textual 
arguments, and next week we will talk about the theological.   Any passage of Scripture that is a real 
blessing and a real high point, always turns out to be a battle ground.    
 
Theologically, Romans 8 is a bloody battle ground, bludgeoned by the bodies of Calvinists and Armenians 
over the years; and they use verses 28, 29, and 30.   I want to deal with that theologically next week.   I 
want you to get Mr. Baker's book, Dispensational Theology, and I want you to read chapter 21 and 
chapters 52-54. I don't ask you to believe everything in there.  I don't ask you to understand everything 
in there.  Just be familiar with it.  There are a lot of things in it that contradict.  One page says one thing, 
the next page says something else.  It is a real confusing thing, but it will give you a basic understanding 

of some of the theological confusion.   Have that read next week, and we are going to discuss those 
issues.    
 

Life in the Spirit  

Rom 8=dead to flush= New power given (walk in the spirit) Rom 6-8= Christian walk 
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Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (Not 

dealing with salvation but dealing with walk) (In Christ you have to walk in Spirit, not according to law) 

Look at Romans 8:1.  The word therefore in this verse will eliminate confusion about Romans 8:1.  If you 
pay no attention to the word therefore in this verse, you will never properly understand the verse.  It will 
be of constant confusion.  Lots of people use Romans 8:1 as a reference verse for the subject of eternal 
security for the believer; and as soon as you use it that way, you will have to deny the Word of God 
somehow.  You will either have to leave out the last ten words of that passage, or teach that you can 
lose your salvation.  Both of those are a denial of the Word of God.   

 
How many times have you heard someone say:  “Romans 8:  Great security:  you begin with no 
condemnation, and end with no separation”?  That sounds wonderful, but it is not what the passage is 
talking about.  The reason for that is that people do not understand that Romans 8:1 has nothing to do 
with eternal security.  The cross reference on Romans 8:1 is not John 5:24. 

 
“Therefore:”  based on what Paul had just been talking about, (the context of the preceding verses), 
7:24-25.  Because with my mind I walk in the Spirit, and with my flesh I walk in the flesh, there is 
therefore, no condemnation.  There is condemnation in verse 24.  If I want to get rid of this wretched 
man treadmill, the way to do that is by walking in the Spirit, and not in the flesh.  The issue in Romans 
8:1 is my service, my walk as a believer in time.  The issue has nothing to do with eternal security.  We 
know that from verse 2. 
 
What is that verse talking about?  Look at the word that reveals the answer to that question.  
“There is therefore now no condemnation.”  Therefore:  because of what I just told you, there is 
now no condemnation.  What had Paul just told them, (and us), in chapter seven?   Is there 
some condemnation in that preceding chapter?  See 7:24. 
 
So, “there is therefore,” (because of what I have just told you in Romans 7 about how to get off 
the treadmill and live in the liberty and the victory of grace), “now no condemnation.” 

  
Romans 7:25  I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself 
serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.  
8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.   
 

Notice that the context of Romans 8:1 is serving, not salvation.  Salvation and security are dealt with in 

the first five chapters of Romans.  Chapters 6, 7, and 8 deal with how God has equipped you to live on 
planet Earth day by day in the reality of your identity in Christ.   
   
So you know what Romans 8:1 is about if you just look at what the verse says and compare the 
immediate context—the critically important nearer context. 
 
Romans 8:1 (NIV) Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

Romans 8:1 (NASV) There is therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
Scofield put a note in the margin and said, "The last ten words are interpolated."  It was a copyist error 
in putting them up there from Verse 4.  
What does the New Scofield say? (Scofield didn’t write the notes for the new one.)  What does E. 
Schuyler English say?  Does he say the same thing?  Same thing.  E. Schuyler English, who put the New 
Scofield together, also put the Pilgrim Bible together years ago. Nobody would buy it so the next time he 
put one together, he used Scofield’s name so he could sell it.  Acts 4:25.   
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Then, there’s another error of sight, and it’s dittography. You can figure out what that means.  You know 
what ditto means: redo it.  That word graph means write.  You write it twice; you double it.  Now, that is 
the explanation usually given for the ending of Romans 8:1.  Come over there with me.  Possibly you’ll 
have a note in your Bible. 
 
Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  
 
Look down at verse 4: “That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit.”  
 
You see that the last ten words of Verse 4 are identical to the last ten words of Verse 1.  Do you have a 
note in your Bible saying that perhaps that is a copyist’s error and that the words were erroneously 
copied from Verse 4?  They say the guy is copying Verse 1, and he looks down to Verse 4, and he copies 
it up into Verse 1, and it shouldn’t be there on the basis of dittography, double writing.  Now, that is not 
a mistake in that passage, but they say it is.  It's interesting that they leave out the last half of Romans 
8:1.   
 
Vaticanus, the Sinaiticus and the Alexandrian manuscripts all have the short readings in them.  An 
illustration of this canon is Romans 8:1.  They leave off the last half of the verse.  If you go to the critical 
text, you’ll see that they tell that “on the basis of the principle that says the shorter reading is preferred 
over the longer reading, we accept the shorter.”   
 
In the Scofield Reference Bible, Mr. Scofield has a note on “who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit.”  Doesn’t he say something to the effect that the last ten words of this verse are an interpolation 
and belong at the end of Verse 4? 
 
“The statement ends with ‘Christ Jesus;’ the last ten words are interpolated.” (Scofield)  
 
Do you see the last part of Verse 4: “… who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit”?  That is an 
illustration of what they call "unintentional errors" getting into the text.  One of those unintentional errors 
was similar endings of lines being copied in the wrong place, leaving things out and adding things.  So 
they’re saying that here is an “unintentional scribal error.”  He was copying along in Verse 1 and looked 
down and picked up the end of Verse 4 and added it to Verse 1 by mistake.  
 
Well, when you say that, what you’ve done is to take the position that the last half of that verse is not 
really authoritative, that it should be left out.  This verse and the passage in Mark 16 are passages that 
fundamental, conservative, evangelical people always attack, it seems, this one even more than Mark 16.  
Very seldom do you find people leaving in the last half of Verse 1.  Aleph, B, the Hesychian manuscripts 
and D leave it out, and that's why the critical texts leave it out.  The Receptus, the Majority, the plurality 
of the remaining manuscripts and Alexandrinus, interestingly enough, put it in. 
 
So you have A, the Receptus, and the plurality of the manuscripts include it.  Aleph and B, the Hesychian 
family manuscripts and D leave it out.   
 
The conclusion, as far as the evidence of the manuscripts goes, is that it ought to be there.   
 
But the problem is that the verse is used as a verse on eternal security.  If you talk to somebody about 
eternal security, he’ll quote you Romans 8:1.  There are two verses they’ll quote: John 10:28 (And I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand) 
and Romans 8:1.  Both of those verses are bad verses to use with regard to eternal security.  
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This verse is cross-referenced with John 5:24.  Look over there with me.  This is the verse that is 
consistently, in commentaries and by preachers, coupled with Romans 8:1. 
 
Now, the problem with that is that Romans 8:1 is not a verse on eternal security.  The issue of eternal 
security is not being dealt with in Romans 8.  The issue of eternal security is dealt with and settled 
forever in Romans 5:1-11.  When we get over there, you’ll see (as we study through Romans 4 and 5) 
that the issue in Romans 5 is the security of the believer, and it is settled forever and definitely in the 
Book of Romans, in Chapter 5:1-11.   From 5:12 to the end of Chapter 8, he takes up, not the issue of 
justification, not the issue of eternal security, but the issue of sanctification and the way of the believer 
has been equipped in his daily walk to live on this earth for the glory of God.    
 
You have been equipped by God with certain operating assets that live and function in your life, rules and 
principles of operation, so that you can live without sin dominating in your life, being controlled as a 
servant of sin.  Those things are described in Romans 6, 7 and 8.  So you’re in the context of the 
believer’s walk, not his salvation.  Look back in Chapter 7:19 and get the context.    
 
You see, that’s the conflict between the two natures in the believer in his walk.   
 
Romans 8:1  There is … [What is that next word?  On the basis of the conflict of the two natures 
back there] therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus who walk not after 
the flesh but after the spirit.   
 
In other words, you have the victory over the flesh. 
 
I show you those verses just so you can see what Romans 8:1 is dealing with - temporal condemnation 
that results from the natural consequences of an unworthy walk.  That isn’t God reaching down and 
whacking them in the head.  That’s the natural consequences of their unworthy walk bringing temporal 
condemnation, not eternal condemnation, but temporal condemnation.   
 
The issue in Romans, Chapter 8, is your walk, and he says there is no condemnation; there is no life of 
misery.  “Oh wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”  There isn’t 
that temporal condemnation and weariness and death to that guy that’s walking in the Spirit.  He’s got 
victory.  The guy that walks in the flesh - he’s got something else.  What you sow, you’re going to reap.  
God set up the rules.  God isn’t intervening and whacking them, but what happens is that the natural 
consequences of their sin bring about judgment - the judgment of sin.  They bring the harvest of 
corruption.  
 
You have to be careful with Romans 8:1.  Doctrinally, it’s the temporal condemnation resulting from the 
natural consequences of an unworthy walk in the believer.  Sin pays off every time, and it has 
consequences in the life of a believer with regard to his testimony and his walk here.  It doesn’t affect 
your position in Christ.  God has forgiven you, but, my friend, it affects you here.  It affects your walk.  It 
affects the success and worthiness of your walk.   
 
The point in Romans 8:1 is that when people take that passage and say it ought not to be there, that it is 
spurious, they wind up in a situation where they not only align themselves with rather dubious 
manuscript authority (the weight of the evidence is that it ought to be there), but they also go against a 
lot of other verses.  Romans 8:1 is a verse that you’re going to run across a lot. 
 
[There is] therefore now [because I’m walking in the Spirit] no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (Romans 8:1) 
 
That passage has no reference to the eternal security of the believer.  The cross-reference for Romans 
8:1 IS NOT John 5:24!  It makes no difference to me how many Grace people put that up next to it;  I 
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don’t care how many Baptists put that verse up next to Romans 8:1 or how many Bible teachers do so; it 
makes no difference who does it, the cross-reference on that verse is NOT John 5:24! 
 
The reference in Romans 8:1 is to walking under the law principle versus walking under the grace 
principle – walking in the flesh versus walking in the Spirit.  When you walk in the flesh, under the law 
principle, you bring yourself problems.  It brings you under condemnation in your walk.  If you are 
honest with yourself, you can admit that is true.  Why else would Paul warn, rebuke and instruct the 
Galatians, the Romans and Timothy if it wasn’t cause for problems in your life.  It puts you in a place 
where the life that God has given you and where what the Spirit of God is doing in your life is being 
quenched. 
 
[There is] therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit. (Romans 8:1) 
 
The last half of that verse is constantly said to be an interpolation.  They say it should not have been put 
in there and the reason the “scholars” [actually people who are a lot less than scholars] say that the last 
ten words were added because they are seen at the end of Verse 4.  If you leave them in there, they say, 
it denies eternal security and since they think it is a Verse on eternal security [all their tracts quote it] 
they have to do away with those “added” words.  “Romans 8 - Great Verse on eternal security,” they say 
– “starts with no condemnation and ends with no separation!  Glory to God.” 
 
But they forget the context of the passage, destroying the pattern of the development of Paul’s thought 
because Paul has already thoroughly dealt with the issue of your security in Christ in Chapter 5 and has 
now moved on into your walk and living under grace understanding your absolute eternal security.  If you 
do not understand eternal security before you get to Romans 8, you’ll never get to Romans 8 in your 
experience. 
 
Next week we will deal with some of the Manuscript Evidence about Romans 8 and some of the cross-
references and, I will show you how the Verse has to be left alone as it stands in a King James Bible, or 
else it is a lie.  Anyone who takes those last ten words out of that verse, makes Paul contradict himself in 
his own Epistles.  We believe in eternal security and have already settled that by the time we get to 
Romans 8:1.  We already understand we are justified and completely secure in Christ by virtue of his 
finished accomplished redemption.  We have no confidence in our flesh to give us an adequate standing 
before God in order to be justified.  We appreciate what God has made us in Christ and what God’s Spirit 
is doing in us today.   We desire to walk consistently with who we are in Christ so we do not want the 
law to come in to keep us from sin.  God has already blessed us and we are going to live consistent with 
our blessings in Christ and that will please God.  We can just enjoy what God has done for us in Christ 
and thank God for the victory. 
 
That verse is a problem in that, The Scofield Reference Bible for example, says that the last ten words of 
that statement are an interpolation.  Dr. Scofield did not invent that thought.  It is common to find in the 
critical books and expositional books, and just about every book written on the book of Romans.  They all 
remove those last ten words.  If you look at Verse 4: 
 
That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit. (Romans 8:4) 
 
Those are the same ten words as the last ten words in Romans 8:1.  These people say they have been 
copied in Verse 1 from Verse 4.  Picture the scribe writing and after writing Verse 4 he took those ten 
words and copied them back into Verse 1.  They call it a “copyist error” and state that the last ten words 
of Verse 1 should not be there.  They call it an interpolation, saying that the oldest and best manuscripts 
do not have them.  You’ve heard that song before!  So we know what to do with that.  We throw it in the 
waste paper basket and throw a match in right after it! 
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Aleph and B don’t have the reading.  They stand against the Textus Receptus which does have it.  
According to Nestle’s Apparatus, the plurality of all the manuscripts has the reading.  In fact, 
Alexandrinus, (one of their critical text manuscripts) has the reading. 
 
So, the evidence is clear that it is a majority text reading; it is a Textus Receptus reading; that it is a 
commonly received reading.  The reason people want to get rid of it is because they think it is an attack 
on eternal security. 
 
Before we get into that, I want you to notice the problems if you take out the last part of that verse. 
 
[There is] therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.  (Romans 8:1) 
 
If you end the verse right there it produces some real problems. (Romans 8:6, Romans 8:13) 
 
Now you know that death and dying are hardly considered blessings. (1 Corinthians 5:4-5) 
 
Folks, if you say there is no condemnation to anyone in Christ, what do those verses mean?  If that is 
just a blanket statement that there is no condemnation, period, ever, then what do you do with those 
verses?  When you leave out part of the Word, you have to run into these other verses and deal with 
them.  I don’t have to know anything about Manuscript Evidence; I just know I ought to leave the words 
in the Verse like it ought to be. (Galatians 6:7-8) 
 
Paul, talking about a pastor: (1 Timothy 3:6).  See also 1 Timothy 5:6, 1 Timothy 5:11-12. 
 
There are passages that indicate that there IS temporal condemnation resulting from the natural 
consequences of an unworthy walk in the life of the believer.  That is, if you walk in the flesh, there is 
definitely some condemnation for you according to the Bible.  The issue and the context of Romans 8 is 
not eternal security.  I sorry about that.  I say that full well knowing that, with the exception of one 
commentary on my shelf, every commentator, whether he is devotional, doctrinal or critical, says that the 
last ten words ought to be left out and that the context is eternal security and that the Chapter starts 
with “no condemnation” and ends with “no separation.” 
 
The context of Romans 8:1 is not eternal security.  That was settled for you in Romans, Chapter 5.  And, 
the cross-reference for you in Romans 8 is not John 5:24. 
 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. (John 5:24) 
 
That is pretty clear, isn’t it?  But it is not the cross-reference of Romans 8:1.  John 5:24  IS talking about 
security, but Romans 8:1 is talking about “the walk.”  The issue in Romans 6, 7 and 8, and especially in 
8, have to do with the walk of the believer.  That’s why Paul says, “who walk not after the flesh but after 
the Spirit.”  (Romans 7:19-21) 
 
In view of walking in the flesh, and in view of walking in the Spirit, (under law and grace), 
 
[There is] therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit. (Romans 8:1) 
 
The issue is condemnation of service; condemnation of your walk; not condemnation of your soul.  The 
word therefore in Romans 8:1 ought to tell you that the verse is a conclusion based on the issue in 
Chapter 7 and that issue has nothing to do with security.  It has to do with your walk.  You do get the 
context later though, right on down to Verse 6.  You see, “walk, walk, walk, walk…”  It is not positional; 
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it’s practical.  Paul is talking about there being no condemnation of your service and refers to God’s 
justice, either accepting or rejecting your service on the basis of whether it is done on the works of the 
flesh or the walk in the Spirit.  The justice of God cannot and will not accept your labor if it is done on the 
basis of the law, because the law cannot produce fruit that God’s justice will accept. 
 
But if you serve in the newness of the Spirit:  look at Chapter 7, Verse 4 again. (Romans 7:4, Romans 
7:6) 
 
Our service is to be the walk of the Spirit, not the walk of the flesh [law].  We are to walk in our position 
in Christ [grace].  Romans 8:1 is just a carryover of all that.  Paul is saying there is no condemnation 
because the justice of God will accept your service completely and fully when it is done on the basis of 
walking after the Spirit.  The justice of God will reject your service when done after the works of the 
flesh.  If you serve in the oldness of the letter, [of the law] God’s justice cannot accept it.  BUT NOW, 
you’ve been put into a position in Christ where you can do something you could not do before – you can 
now bring forth fruit that God’s justice will accept. 
 
Tonight, I want to call your attention to two things about Romans 8.  There are two textual passages in 
Romans 8 that are used to try to get at your Bible.   Romans 8:1 is the first one.  I want you to be 
familiar with the answers and the problems with that verse.  I gave you a handout that has the 
information that we went over about Romans 8:1.  Understand please, that Romans 8:1b is in the Greek 
text, and it is in the Receptus.  It is well attested.  There is no logical manuscript reason to leave out the 
last 10 words of Romans 8:1.  There are real, factual, textual problems if you do.  All those verses listed 
under #2 say that there is condemnation of them that are in Christ Jesus.  There is a sense in which 
there is condemnation to the believer.    
 
Then why do people want to leave it out?   The reason that they want to leave out those last 10 words is 
that they want to try to protect the doctrine of eternal security.   But we have already talked about that.  
Romans 8 has nothing to do with security, it is not covering again the ground that he covered in chapters 
3, 4, & 5.   Eternal security has been taken care of completely in chapters 3, 4, and 5.   Paul is dealing 
now, with the believer's walk.  He has been dealing with it in 6, 7, and 8; and chapter 8 is the 
continuation of chapter 7.  It fits logically and naturally if you leave the passage with the surrounding 
context.  Be familiar with that argument.  You need to understand it, because you are going to have 
people constantly after your Bible there, and you need to be able to help them understand what it is that 
Paul is saying; and how to avoid the condemnation that is the natural result of walking in the flesh, and 
following the law.   
 
Roman's 8:1 is a reference to the condemnation of the believer's service, not his soul.  It is not eternal 
damnation.  Eternal security is a glorious truth, but that is not the subject here.   It is a reference to the 
condemnation of your service, not your soul.  It is a reference to the practical condemnation that results 
from being under the law, and you need to understand that.   
 
 

Romans 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death.  (Law of Spirit means free from the law of sin and death) 

(Christ’s life is the issue) We are FREE from the law of sin and death.  He that is dead is free from sin.   

That takes you right back to chapter 7, verse 25.  The therefores are important.  Always pay attention to 
those kinds of words when you are studying a passage to be sure the context is linked together.   
 
Folks, we’re FREE from the law of sin and death.  He that is dead is free from sin.   
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Now Paul is going to give some reasons as to why there is no condemnation if you are walking in the 
Spirit.  The first part of the sentence – “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” is a summary of 
what you learned in Chapter Six.  There you learned that due to your union with Christ, you were 
crucified with him, buried with him and made alive with him in his resurrection.  The law is a fixed rule or 
principle.  The “law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” – “the law of the Spirit” is that there is life in 
Christ.   
 
When you are placed into Christ, you are dead to sin and alive unto God.  That principle makes you free; 
it liberates you from the law of sin and death.  You no longer have to yield to the law of sin and death.  
Paul told you that in Chapter 6 when he said you are dead to sin and alive unto God.  That is your 
position and it is why there is no condemnation to them that are “in Christ.”  Nothing can bother you in 
that position.  
 
 

Romans 8:3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through 
the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:  (Paul’s revelation: Christ reconcile all by his blood boath 

Jews and Gentiles) 

Christ did not come in sinful flesh; he came in the likeness of sinful flesh.  He had flesh but it was not 
sinful flesh like ours.  Jesus Christ was born without sin. 
 

The law points out sin and there’s no victory over sin under the law because we’re sinners.  The law is 
always pointing out: “That’s a sin.  That’s a sin.”  The law is always blaming you.  It’s making sin the 
dominant, controlling factor in your life.  When the law comes in, sin runs everything.  That’s why it says 
in Chapter 5: (Romans 5:21) 
 
Chapter 6 tells you about being dead to sin and alive unto God and Chapter 7 tells you that the law 
cannot sanctify you.  Paul said, what the law could not do because it was weak through the flesh, God, 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh.  That is a 
verse you need to remember because in your personal work you are going to need that verse, over and 
over.  The law could not give you a right standing with God; it could not give you the ability to do things 
that God would accept.  Why?  There was nothing wrong with the law.  However, the problem is with 
you.  The inability to accomplish something in the law is due to your flesh.  The illustration of that is back 
in Chapter 7, Verse 15 to the end of the chapter.  It gives the illustration of the inability of our flesh to 
conform to the standards of the law, no matter how many rules, regulations, rites, rituals and self 

effacement we put ourselves under.  BUT: 
 
God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:  (Romans 
8:3) 
 
Jesus Christ was not in sinful flesh; (he had no sin) but he was in the likeness of humanity; and for sin 
[to be a sacrifice; payment for sin], condemned sin in the flesh.  God condemned sin in the flesh two 
ways: By sending Christ in the likeness of human flesh.  And for sin.  He died for sin. 
 
Christ put sin away; he got rid of it.  Sin in the flesh is doomed because of that. (John 15:22-24) 
 
Don't forget that verse.  “For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh.”  The 
problem with the old covenant is not that there was anything wrong with the law.  The problem is with 
you and me and the people to whom it was given.  Could they keep it?  No.  Was there any provision in 
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that covenant that provided them ability to keep it?  No.  That is the problem.  The law is fine.  The 
problem is with us.  So what does He do?  He replaces it.  Hebrews 8:8 
 

Romans 8:4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  (Righteousness might be fulfill= in 

their experiance = sangtification) (Dealing with the law) 

Therefore, the problem is obviously not the law.  The problem is with us in our sinfulness.  He did all that 
– why? 
 
That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit. (Romans 8:4) 
 
That verse is important to understand.  What the law couldn’t do, God sending his Son, did.  The law 
could not condemn sin in the flesh.  Rather, the law gave life to sin. 
 
The term, “righteousness of the law” means, the righteous standard of the law.  The verdict of the law 
says, “This is right.”  If you want to have the righteousness of the law fulfilled in you, you walk after the 
Spirit. 
 
Notice carefully that verse does not say that the “righteousness of the law might be performed in us.”  
The standard of righteousness that is acceptable to the justice of God is met [completed] in us [we 
qualify for it]; it is fulfilled.  This verse says we do not perform it; it is fulfilled in us.  (Turn to Galatians 
5.)  It is important to note that Paul talks about performing the deeds of the law, but when he talks 
about the righteousness of the law being fulfilled in us when we walk after the Spirit that is what is 
happening.  It is not us going back under the law and keeping its standards, but it is that righteous 
standard which the law declares is met, it is fulfilled or brought to completion in us.  Now notice the 
contrast: (Galatians 5:1) 
 
When you walk under grace led by the Spirit and live under the principle of grace, motivated by grace 
today, you’re going to accomplish the good works that the law demanded but never enabled you to do.  
You’re going to accomplish the standards but just for different reasons. 
 
It is obvious that the judges had to be there.  They had to have a formal hearing so in Matthew 27, 1 
and 2, in the morning they gathered together and the chief priests and the elders of the people took 
counsel.  This is the formal meeting of the Sanhedrin to officially, formally condemn Christ (which you 

notice that they do in a snap of the finger).  The ad hoc committee met, tried Him, condemned Him and 
beat Him up.  Matthew 27:1-2  
 

Romans 8:5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the 
flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.  (Thinking 

process) 

In Romans 8:5, Paul begins to define what he is talking about: 
 
For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the 
things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded [is] [fleshly minded] [is] death; but to be spiritually minded 

[is] life and peace.  Because the carnal mind [is] enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of 
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God, neither indeed can be.  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  But ye are not in the 
flesh…  [He is going to draw a contrast.](Romans 8:5-9) 
 
The issue there is the mind that is behind the walk.  The mind is the thinking process that takes orders.  
You’ve heard the expression, “Mind your manners.”  Think about what you are doing, etc.  Those that 
walk after the flesh pay attention to and think about the things of the flesh.  That is their focus.  Maybe it 
is the pleasures of the world or the satisfaction of things, or gain; or perhaps intellectual or religious 
attainment.  It doesn’t have to be wicked things, it can be good things and in this context it is good 
things.   
 
It is worshipping God in such a way that the eye is pleased by beautiful buildings and stained glass 
windows and ornate cathedrals, etc.  The ears are pleased by beautiful music and tremendously 
harmonized choirs and thunderous instruments, etc.  The emotions are pleased by solemnity or 
fanaticism.  I was raised in a church where on Sunday morning when you entered the building you didn’t 
even clear your throat!  The focus was on peace and quiet.  The sign overhead said, If you whisper, 
whisper a prayer.  We used to sit up front for communion service just so we could hear whose knees 
were going to pop at the kneeling rail!  But the church focused on that worshipful atmosphere, and that’s 
the flesh—that’s what they focused on. 
 
The guy that walks in the Spirit focuses on the things that the Spirit of God would have you pay attention 
to, which is sound doctrine.  (1 Corinthians 2)  He is rejoicing in all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 
(Ephesians 1:3).  (Colossians 3:1-2) 
 

Romans 8:6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace.  

To walk after the flesh is what?  "Death."  That’s condemnation, brother.  Do you know that?  That is an 

experiential condemnation, death for your walk.  Your walk is destroyed experientially.  You look like an 

unsaved man; you don’t look like a believer.    

 
Verse 6b  “. . . but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.”  
 
The problem with saying that it is a verse on eternal security is that the context is all walk.  Walk, walk, 
walk!   Verse 1, Verse 4, Verse 5, Verse 6 - all that’s walk.  It’s walk all before the passage.  Romans 8:1 
is linked to Chapter 7.  It’s all dealing with the issue of your walk, not your security, not your position in 
Christ, but your practice in daily life and the execution of that position, the walk.   
 
That verse in Romans 8 is the best definition you will ever get of walking in the flesh and walking in the 
Spirit. 
 
But isn’t the believer delivered from death?  Then how can being carnally minded be death?  If you are 
delivered from death, how can you walk in the flesh and produce death?   
 
Yes, the issue is that you are delivered from the penalty of sin, which is spiritual death – eternal death.  
That is Romans 1 to 5.  But the context here is not justification; it is your service.   Paul is talking here 
about your service withering up and dying as a result of living carnally minded in your Christian 
experience. 
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Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, 
ye shall die: … (Romans 8:12-13) 
 
The issue there has to do with your walk as a believer. 
 
Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.  
(Ephesians 5:14) 
 
You see, there is a believer who was asleep; that is, he was not functioning as he ought to have 
functioned.  That is the functional death of your experience, of your service.  It just withers up and fades 
away.  It makes you look like a lost man; you look like someone who is dead – or unsaved.  If you are 
carnally minded, that is walking after the flesh you will look like a dead man or an unsaved man.  What 
God is doing is not going to function in your life. 
 
But to be spiritually minded, to be interested in the things of God and what God is doing, in good 
doctrine, is life and peace.  Your Christian service is going to blossom; it will bloom and be flourishing.   
 
Regarding your service and ministry to assemblies, it is true in them also.  If you want to give life to a 
church that is spiritually dead, give them sound doctrine.  Functioning in line with what God is doing is 
life.  It is not all those “church growth” programs.  It is letting God do it by taking in sound doctrine. 
 
Here is why it is death: (Romans 8:7,8) 
 
Romans 8:6 says, “For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.”  
That “death” is not dying and going to hell, but it is death to the Christian life, death to the life of service 
in phase 2.  Now let’s go back to Ephesians 4 and notice the contrast and the answer.  Ephesians 4:20 

 

Romans 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.  

Romans 8:8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  

Verses 7 and 8 refer to the old sin nature and to a situation with a lost man.  He is saying that when you 
walk in the flesh [to be carnally minded] you’re living just like an unsaved person.  You are not unsaved 
(Vs. 9) but when you walk in the flesh you are living just like an unsaved person.  Therefore, how in the 

world can you think that God is going to be pleased with you walking in the flesh?  He was not pleased 
with you and did not accept you as an unsaved man, so why would it be okay now that you are saved to 
walk in the flesh?  It is not!  There will be some problems because the justice of God will not accept that 
kind of a lifestyle. 
 
Your old sin nature is (the carnal mind) is enmity against God [rebellious]; it hates God Almighty.  It is 
not subject to the law of God, nor can it be.  Why? 
 
For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness.  (Romans 6:20) 
 
So, if you are walking in the flesh you simply cannot please God.  That is why there IS condemnation to 
them that walk in the flesh.  The justice of God will not accept your service when it is done in the oldness 
of the letter.  It only accepts service done in the newness of the Spirit. 
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Now there is also a theological controversy that arises in this passage, and it is focused on two different 
sets of verses.  First, verses 7 and 8.  
 
That is a description of the capacity, and the ability of the old sin nature of the flesh of man—of what lies 
within man's ability to perform in himself.   They that are in the flesh cannot please God.   In other 
words, your flesh can't do anything that is going to please God.  You understand that when you walk in 
the flesh, you are not going to do anything that is going to please God.  That passage is used to prove 
the theological doctrine that is called the “total inability” of man.   Sometimes it is called “total depravity,” 
but they really mean by that “total inability.”  That is, that man is totally unable to believe the gospel.   A 
better way of saying it is that he is so completely corrupted or disabled, that it is impossible for an 
unsaved man even to believe the gospel when he hears it.   Now hold your hand here and come to 
Hebrews 11, and let me show you how you get that.  Hebrews 11:6  
 
In other words, man, when he is left to himself, is never going to please God.  Mark that down.  1 
Corinthians 2:14   

 

 

Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the 
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his. (Paul talking to belivers) (Two groups of people in grace belivers)  

There is a little controversy about what that verse means.  Personally, I don’t believe  that when Paul 
says, “that the Spirit of God dwell in you,” that he is talking about the indwelling presence of the Holy 
Spirit.  That word “dwell” in this verse is the word in Chapter 3 in Ephesians: (Ephesians 3:16-17) 
 
In that verse, Paul does not mean that Christ might take up his abode, but rather, the word there is to 
settle down and feel at home.  Not just to be there, but to be “at home.”  My frequent illustration of that 
is that I can be visiting somewhere and dwell in someone’s home during that visit.  But I do not settle 
down and feel at home.  When I settle down and feel at home, I kick off my shoes.  I am comfortable 
with my shoes off.  That demonstrates a difference between settling in and just being somewhere.   
 
In Romans 8:9 I take Paul to be saying that you are not walking in the flesh but in the Spirit if so be it 
that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  If the Spirit of God has settled down and is at home and he is 
controlling and dominating what is going on in your walk, then you are not walking in the flesh.   
 
“NOW,” he says, “if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”  As I read that passage, in 
my own mind I do not see the meaning jumping from unsaved people in Verse 7 and 8 and then back to 
believers in Verse 9.  I see that as a statement about believers, about the Christian walk.  The first 
thirteen verses are all about the Christian walk and that you are dead to the flesh.  That old sin nature is 
no good and cannot please God.  Therefore if you are walking in that, you are lost.  BUT, if you are 
walking in the Spirit and HE is in control then there is profit.  
 
Remember this verse:  “. . . Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” (Romans 
8:9)  That is a proof text to demonstrate to you that every believer today has the indwelling presence of 
God, the Holy Spirit.  You do not get saved and then later on get the second blessing of the baptism of 
the Holy Ghost, etc.  When you trust Christ, you get the Spirit of God right then.  If you don’t have the 
Spirit of God, then you do not have Christ and are not saved. 
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Notice where Paul said, “For you are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell 
in you.”  Let me show you an apparent contradiction in the Bible that you want to be able to notice. (2 
Corinthians 10:3) 
 
Romans 8:9 – “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”  He isn’t saved.  Well, are you saved 
without the Spirit of God?  Well, then when you hear the word and you believe and then you receive the 
Holy Spirit in response to your believing, do you reckon that you believe and then six weeks later you get 
the Holy Spirit?  No, you don’t believe now, and then six weeks later get saved.  The moment you believe 
God the Holy Spirit comes, in response to that believing faith, that saving faith, and he seals that 
believer.   
 
There are five things that God the Holy Spirit does the instant you believe.  He does it in response to your 
believing, and we will talk about that in the next lesson.  But, I want you to clearly see that the emphasis 
in the passage is on the fact that the sealing takes place on the basis of faith.  The emphasis is on the 
cause of the sealing, not the time.  Again, that kicks theology right square in the teeth!  And when it 
does, I just like to kick away.  
  
If anybody comes along and tells you that you can’t believe unless God the Holy Spirit implants faith in 
your heart, you just listen and then stick your fingers in your ears real tight.  Listen with your fingers in 
your ears until you are sure that they are talking about something else, and then pull them out because 
that is not what the book says.  The bible says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be 
saved.”  It doesn't say, “Get the Spirit, then believe, and then get saved”, because when you have the 
Spirit of God, you are saved, brother.  If you have to be regenerated before you can believe, and you 
can’t get saved until after you believe, you have a preposterous situation.  You have a guy that is 
regenerated, got eternal life imputed to him by God the Holy Spirit, and he isn’t saved.   
 
Are you telling me that a person with eternal life can be a lost person?  That’s what they tell you.  And it 
won’t work, and it won’t meet demands of verses in your bible.  So, you have to change your system to 
match the verses, not the verses to match your system.   
 
Romans 8:9 – “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”  If you do not possess the Spirit of God, 
you are lost.  Possession of the Spirit of God has nothing to do with the believer being filled or not filled.  
Possession of the Spirit of God has to do with you being saved or lost.  So, being filled with the Spirit 
does not mean that you have him or you don’t have him.  It also does not mean that you got more of 
him at one point and then you don’t have quite as much of him later.  You either have him or you don’t. 

 

Romans 8:10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; 
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  

In other words, God counts your body dead to sin.  “BUT the Spirit is life . . .;” that is, the Holy Spirit who 
regenerates your dead spirit, “because of righteousness.”  That takes us right back to Romans 3, 4 and 5 
and the basic underlying principle that you are dead to sin and alive to God through your identification 
with the Lord Jesus Christ.  The reason life can be imparted to your spirit because it is imparted to those 
who have perfect righteousness.  Those who have believed and are then saved. 
 
Romans 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and 
immortality, eternal life: 
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God said he would give eternal life to everyone who has perfect righteousness.  Do we have 
righteousness?  No.  Then we can’t have eternal life.  BUT, when we get “in Christ” we have 
righteousness.  Therefore, the Spirit is life because of Christ’s righteousness.  The Spirit is life.  In 
Colossians it says, “..when Christ who is our life shall appear…”  It is the Spirit of God that gives us life.  
And that is the new birth.  There are folks who try to say that John 3 is about Israel and that is correct.  
Jesus said to Nicodemus that the nation Israel must be born again.  But, when he defined what the new 
birth is, he said, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit; God’s 
Spirit giving life to your dead spirit according to John 3:6 is the new birth.  That was the new birth that 
Israel needed and one day will get.  But you and I today also experience that which is called the new 
birth.  We don’t receive it as Israel will, but you and I have been spiritually quickened, made alive – born 
of God, so that we are legitimately called the children of God.  You get to be called children by being 
born into the family. 
 
That is the issue in being a child and we will see down in Verse 15 that is also the issue in adoption.  
Adoption in the Bible is not taking someone who is not a member of your family and making him a 
member of your family.  Adoption is something entirely different in the Bible.  We will see that in 
Galatians 4 in just a minute.  So, don’t get all bent out of shape about the “new birth” and being “born 
again.”  I don’t recommend you use that terminology, but understand that you and I have been 
spiritually born into the family of God.  The Spirit of God give us life, by grace.  Israel had a covenant for 
it. 
In Isaiah 25, Israel was promised life from the dead.  Does that mean we can’t have any part in it?  Don’t 
believe that!  In the same way we receive eternal life, we are promised resurrection by grace.  We don’t 
have a covenant and the promise, but we have grace – matchless grace that provides spiritual life – and 
the source of that life is God, the Holy Spirit.  And the basis of it is the righteousness we have in Christ. 

 

Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead 
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken 
your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.  

God the Holy Spirit who dwells in you is the Holy Spirit that raised Jesus Christ from the dead.  But not 
only did God the Holy Spirit raise Him from the dead, but look at Romans 6:4, and notice that God the 
Father raised Him from the dead. 
 
“Mortal” means living but subject to death.  It’s not the resurrection.  This is talking about right now, the 
Spirit of God actualizing in the experience of the believer the resurrection life of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Chapter 6:13 says “Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead.”   
 
Do you realize that God wants you to live right now as though you have already been resurrected from 
the dead?  When you are resurrected from the dead are you going to sin any more?  He says: I want you 
to live right now as though your resurrection were a present reality.  I want your position in Christ to be 
reflected in your experience down here on the earth.  I want you to walk in your position.  I want it to be 
reflected in your life.   

 
That verse is a very important conclusion to what he has been saying down to that point in the chapter.  
The Spirit that raised Christ from the dead is going to quicken [give life to] your mortal body.  That 
“giving life to,” is to give the ability to overcome the desires of the old sin nature.  The “life” is in the 
Spirit.  The ability for you to overcome the desires of the flesh and the influence of that old dead man is 
to reckon yourself dead indeed unto sin and alive unto God, and that is where the life is – walking in the 
Spirit; walking on the basis of what God’s grace has done for you “in Christ.” 
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Now notice:  this verse is often misused.  Most of the time we hear this verse used, they use it to say 
that Verse 8 is a reference to the resurrection.  They mean it says the Holy Spirit is going to resurrect you 
at the rapture.  But notice that is not what it says.  It says he is going to quicken your mortal bodies.   
 
Come to 1 Corinthians 15 and notice there are two classes of people at the rapture.  (1 Corinthians 
15:53-55) 
 
To be mortal is to be subject to death.  It somebody who is alive who is going to die.  Now when you 
read Romans 8:11 and read about quickening your mortal body, you are alive.  He is not talking about 
Christ resurrecting dead bodies.  He is talking about the Spirit of God giving life to your living body. That 
is, giving you the capacity, as a believer right now, to please God by walking in the Spirit.  How can God 
take that old body that is of no value – that body that cannot please him – how can you (and me), with 
no ability to please God in our flesh, present those bodies to God as an instrument that he can use for his 
glory?  The only way is by the Spirit of God.  He quickens – he gives a living capacity to our old sin 
nature.  The only life you will ever have for God is life you get from walking in the Spirit.  Nothing you 
ever try to do for God in the flesh [in your power] is going to amount to anything but God’s Holy Spirit is 
available for you to walk in right now and he will win in you what you cannot win for yourself.  THAT is 
victory!  And that is what Paul is dealing with here. 
 
Sometimes folks take that passage as a reference to the resurrection, but that isn't what it is talking 
about.  A mortal body is not a dead man.  A mortal body is a body that is subject to death.  Death hasn't 
taken it yet, but he is going to die.  I Corinthians 15 talks about this corruptible, (the dead, corrupting in 
the grave), must put on incorruption.  This mortal, (two classes of people, a live man subject to death), 
must put on immortality—not be subject to death.  He is saying here in Romans 8:11, that the Spirit of 
God that dwells in you quickens—gives life.  He is where you get the life—the resurrection life—to live 
now.  As you walk in the Spirit, whose life is in control?  The same life that you are going to have over 
here in your glorified body is running you now.  Got that?  Present your body a living sacrifice.  You are 
dead and He is living—total identification with Christ—and you do it in such a way that it is a reality in the 
practical living of your life.  You are taking all the position, and all the assets that you have in Christ, and 
these things are applied to your body, to your members, to you and all the details of your life. 
 
Your body is the vehicle that carries around your soul and your spirit on this earth.  It is the thing that 
gives you capacity to serve God.  Have you ever heard a spirit shout?  Have you ever seen a spirit 
preach?  No.  Do you know why?  You have to have a body to do all that stuff.  You see the body do it, 
don't you?  You see me standing up here, what do you see?  Do you see my soul?  No.  Do you see my 
spirit?  No.  People say that it is not spiritual, that we don't have anything but spiritual things, and it is 
nothing but spiritual things, and if it isn't spiritual, you know, it isn't real.  A man was telling me just the 
other day how the Lord’s supper is all spiritual, and that there is nothing physical for the body of Christ.  
Well, then I can't use my body to serve Him.  Then we can't talk to each other, because I am using my 
lungs and my vocal cords and my mouth and my teeth, and talking.  And you are using an ear, with a 
tympanic membrane and a vesicular chain and a cochlear nerve and an 8th nerve into your brain to get 
to it.  It is all physical. 
 
Now I understand it is spiritual, but I am saying there is a physical issue in here, and God is interested in 
it.  God starts on the inside with your spirit and your soul, and He works outward.  He puts the Word in, 
and He works outwards; and it isn't physical circumstances that are the issue, and it isn't how good your 
body works that is the issue.  Have you got that?  Your body might get sick, that is alright, it is going to 
die anyway.  It might not work like a Lincoln or a Cadillac, maybe it works like a Volkswagon or a rusted 
out Chevrolet.  But the point is that that body is the vehicle through which the ministry is done, and he 
says:  present me that body now so that I can use it now, just like I am going to use your glorified body 
out over yonder.  That is what is called dedication.  Philippians 3:20-21 
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Heirs with Christ 

Romans 8:12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to 
live after the flesh.  

Romans 8:13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through 
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.  (Sangtification) 

(Functional life vs functional death) 

Do you see that?   Come with me over to First Corinthians 5, and let me show you that there is a 
condemnation for a believer who walks in the flesh.  Now, I want you to understand that when I say 
that, I say it rather guardedly. I’m not trying to explain to you here what the issues of condemnation are, 
but I just want you to see verses that indicate that Romans 8:1, as it stands in your Bible, is true.   
 
When somebody is discussing eternal security using Romans 8:1 and quotes you John 5:24, ask him, 
‘’What about a verse like this - 1 Corinthians 5:5?”  (Begin at Verse 4):   
 
To mortify is to put to death practices of the old sin nature.  Paul said, “By the law is the motions of sin 
in our flesh.”  Those things the flesh wants to do, you put them to death.  Consider them dead.  That is 
how to walk in the Spirit.  Don’t walk under the law; walk under grace because you are dead to sin and 
alive unto God.  Chapter 6 tells us we are dead to sin and alive unto God.  Chapter 7 says you are dead 
to the law and should live under grace.  Chapter 8 says you are dead to the flesh and you are to live in 
the Spirit.  Paul says it three different ways so you know what living under grace is.   Those issues are 
the basic understanding of what it is to live in the Spirit. 
 
When you walk in the Spirit you have the life that is yours in Christ living and manifesting itself out of 
your mortal bodies.  The only way that is possible is by the ministry of God, the Holy Spirit taking those 
doctrines of grace and making them live in you.  That is having the Word work.  
 
In Verses 11, 12 and 13, when Paul talks about quickening your mortal bodies, the issue is experiencing 
and enjoying now that resurrection life that is ours in Christ.  He talks about it in Romans 6:3-4, Romans 
7:5-6. 
 
Do you see the comparison?  Then he gets to chapter 8 and is talking about your life as a believer, 
focusing on what you have in Christ by his grace, that the Spirit of God has made you, and having that 
become a reality.  You died with Christ and you are raised in him to walk in newness of life.  Romans 
6:11-13, Romans 8:30.  
 
Clearly it’s taught here that if you’re going to live or operate in the flesh, there is nothing but sheer 
death; “but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.”  Please turn to 
Colossians, Chapter 3, Verse 5, and we’re going to take a look at this.  Colossians 3:5 
 
Romans 8:13 – “For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die”.  He is not talking about dying spiritually in a 
sense of dying and going to hell.  He is talking about experiential death.   
 
There are five kinds of death in the bible. 
 
1. Physical Death 
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2. Spiritual Death 
3. Second Death 
4. Positional Death 
5. Functional Death 
 
You are dealing with “Functional Death” in Ephesians 5:14.  Romans 4:19 
 
 

Romans 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
sons of God. (Sons of God) (One who is laboring with God) (Will of God)  

Paul continues in Verse 14 and moves from the issue of the Christian walk.  He showed us in Chapter 6 
that we are dead to sin; in Chapter 7 that we are dead to the law and in the first 13 verses of Chapter 8, 
we are dead to the flesh. 
 

Now he will zero in on the reason we are not debtors to the law or to sin or to the flesh.  That reason is 
our “sonship” position. 
 
Rom. 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
 
I want to zero in on those two verses before the time runs out in this lesson.  Notice the issue of “the 
sons” of God in Verse 14.  That is a reference to our “sonship” position.  He is saying we are no longer 
children.  If you are led by the Spirit of God, you are walking in the Spirit.  You now have a new position; 
you are not a baby, you’re not a child, you are a full grown son in the family of God.  Act like a son. 
 
The word for son there is the word, “huios,” meaning literally, a male child, a son. It expresses the 
relationship of a person to his parents and describes the characteristics of the person.  You hear of “the 
“huios” [sons] of thunder.”  “The sons of men.” “The sons of God.”  “The sons of the prophets.”  It is this 
word.  It’s a word that describes the characteristics of the child in relation to the parent. 
 
There is another word spelled, “teknon,” meaning “one that is born” or “a born one.”  One that is born is 
simply the offspring.   This is important.  Write this down.  [I guarantee you will see this on a test.] 
 
According to W. E. Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, according to all of the 
dictionaries that define Greek words, these two words are synonyms:  huios and teknon. 
 
There are two other words for “child” or “infant” that are also synonyms:  “paidion” – and  “nepios.”  
They both mean infant.  
 
Huios  means a male child; a son.  “Teknon” can mean man or woman, male or female. 
 
The reason it is important for you to understand that is that there are Grace people (and others) that say 
that of the two synonyms, one means a child and the other means a son, and that every time that word 
is translated child instead of son it is a “bad translation.”  
 
In Ephesians 2, where it talks about “the children of wrath, that word is the “huios” of wrath, showing 
the characteristic of the child.  He is the child of wrath like the child of the prophet, sons of the prophets, 
sons of thunder, etc.  In fact you will read or hear Grace preachers say it means he is a “full-grown son.”  
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But that word does not mean “full-grown son.”  According to the people that write the dictionaries that 
define Greek words, huios and teknon are synonyms. 
 
 You need to know that because you are going to have people attack your Bible saying it is a bad 
translation when it is not a bad translation.  I know people that are very dear to me, very close to me 
that I work with on a very personal basis that say those things and, I’m sorry.  I’ve told them I don’t see 
how they can say that and they say, Well, but so and so…  Just because somebody said something over 
and over and over again does not make it so.  Those two Greek words are synonyms.  A synonym is 
basically two words that mean the same thing; they are interchangeable in their use. 
 
So one of these does not necessarily mean “a full-grown son.”  So where does that idea come from?  
From Verse 15. 
 
Adult sonship is given to us by the Spirit of God.  Through the Spirit of God we have been given a 
number of things listed in this passage and therefore it is not our flesh that gives us anything.  (Except 
trouble!)  The blessing comes from the Spirit of God and that is who we should walk after. 
 
I think we talked last time about the issue of being a “son of God.”  I tried to show you the difference 
between the terminologies in the Greek text and how people will take those things and try to correct the 
Bible because they think your Bible is wrong.  Because that type of thing has been said for so many 
years, people tend not to investigate those claims.  If they did they would find that those Greek words 
are just like some English words; they are used interchangeably.  For instance, I am my daddy’s child and 
at the same time I am my daddy’s son.  A son is simply a male child.   
 
But there is something else that is different here than just being a son or a child.  It is in that word, 
adoption. 
 
There is something about all that I want you to see in Verse 14.  That verse used to bother me 
tremendously. 
 
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
 
I used to think, “as many as are born of the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”  Why does Paul say, 
“as many as are led?”  Do I have to live a life and produce a lifestyle of obedience in order to gain 
sonship position?  That would be works for salvation.  Is that what it is?  I used to struggle with that until 
I spoke with C. R. Stam about it.  So now I will give you the answer.  Pastor Stamp said, No, Rick.  That 
is a dispensational issue.  Paul said they that are led, rather than forced.  That opened my eyes.  I got it.  
 
In Time Past men were commanded how to follow God.  In Time Past, God said, Thou shalt not …”  
Man’s fellowship with God depended upon their obedience.  If they broke a commandment, fellowship 
went away.  They had to keep a “short account” system by confessing their sin and bringing a sacrifice 
over and over in order to maintain fellowship.  
 
In The Ages To Come we read in Ezekiel 36: (Ezekiel 36:26-27) 
 
That is a mental attitude, a perception that is gained in the ability to discern good and evil.  Let me show 
you how it operates in Galatians 5.  It has to do with developing the ability to discern the will of God 
based on agape love.  That is the position and the privilege that we have as sons.  We have the privilege 
of being able to discern for ourselves what is more excellent on the basis of knowledge and information 
God has given us as adult sons—to discern for ourselves what is more excellent, what the thing of 
greater value is in our lives and service for God.  You are to live your life day by day, and respond to the 
details of life, you are to constantly choose the thing of greater value.  You say:  How can I do that?  On 
the basis of your sonship privilege.  That’s not capriciousness; and just going out and doing things.  You, 

tw://bible.*/?id=26.36.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=26.36.26-26.36.27|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.5.0|_AUTODETECT_|


all of a sudden, can evaluate the details of life and respond to them on the basis of your understanding 
of God’s viewpoint about the details of your life.  Man, that’s wonderful.  That’s a high walk. 
 
I wish we had time to go through the illustrations of that in I Corinthians 8, 9, and 10.  You need to read 
Paul’s commentary that he gives from his own viewpoint as he exercises his sonship privilege.     He looks 
at his weaker brother and sees the things of greater value for the brother, and Paul chooses that.  He 
said he would lay down the rights he was entitled to for something of greater value.  There is a brother I 
can help and make stronger in the faith. The motivation is the position we have in Christ.  That is what 
we are still dealing with in Romans. (Galatians 5:5-6) 
 
in Romans 8, verse 14, he begins to give us a statement about the sonship position that we have, and 
tells us about it—about this wonderful position of adoption—and he indicates here that there are things 
that we have by virtue of the Spirit of God's ministry to us.    
 
We have guidance in verse 14.  Guidance is the mark of sons. 
We have adoption in verse 15.  Adoption is the position, the privileges and the rights of sons. 
We have the witness of the Spirit in verse 16.  That is the Spirit’s acknowledgment of us as sons. 
We have heirship in verse 17.  We are joint heirs with Christ, and that is the inheritance of sons. 
 
Those four things are what we have through the Spirit—this wonderful position, and all these wonderful 
blessings—spiritual blessings in Christ.   Paul says these things are ours in order to motivate us to a 
worthy walk.  We should live consistent with our position, and with our privileges.   Let’s begin reading in 
Romans 8, verse 14 again. 
 
God desires us to walk worthy, in line with, consistent with, this position that He has given us in Christ.  
He wants our walk to be the response to an intelligent understanding of what He is doing.  And when you 
walk that way, that is walking in the Spirit; that is being led by the Spirit.  Being led by the Spirit is not 
having the Spirit of God leading me to go over here and talk to this guy.  That isn't being led by the Spirit 
of God.  That is not what Paul is talking about.  People say that God leads them to do this, and God leads 
them to do that, and what they wind up doing is blaming what they want to do on God.  The way God 
leads you is, you walk on the basis of agape love.  You remember all the discussions that we have 
already had about that, don't you?  If you don't, you had better go back in your notes and get it; because 
that is critically important in order for you to understand how to live under grace.  You walk on the basis 
of developing that doctrinal basis in your soul, where you can evaluate, and you can look at things in life 
the way God looks at them.  You know how God looks at a thing, because you have His viewpoint in your 
heart, and your soul, in the mentality of your soul, and you can respond that way.   Look at verse 14. 
 
Romans 8:14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
 
That is one little statement that capsulizes our sonship position, and the privileges that we have by being 
sons—fully developed and declared, sons.  Adoption—we studied the issue of adoption, and you 
understand that.  Paul says:  as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.   Now 
you remember the difference between being a child of God, and a son of God.  When you are a child of 
God, you are placed into the family, into Christ, you are born of the Spirit.  The word technon means 
born one, child, someone who is the offspring.  You are born of the Spirit, as Galatians 4 talks about.  
When you are born of the Spirit, you are put into the family—into Christ.   
 
But to be led by the Spirit of God, that is the manifestation of the dignity of the position that we have in 
Christ.  That is us manifesting, in our lives, the privilege that we have of being a son—a full grown son of 
God.  And that is why our sonship privilege is exercised in our life as we are led of the Spirit, as we walk, 
and as we progress, on that basis, showing forth what God is doing today.  Then, hey, these are the 
people that walk as sons.    
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Come over to Galatians 4.  Don't forget this passage in Galatians chapter 4, about adoption.  You know 
by now, that we have basically studied through the book of Galatians.  When we get on over in the rest 
of the book of Romans, we are going to be studying through the book of Corinthians.  But we have 
basically studied the book of Galatians.  We haven't done it verse by verse, but when we went through 
Romans 1, the first 17 verses, do you remember what the main issue was?  Paul's apostleship.  The main 
issue in the introduction of Romans, is Paul's distinctive apostleship.   “I have not come to you Romans, 
not because I'm not your apostle, but because I just haven't had the opportunity, but I have an 
unrestricted apostleship, and I am the guy to give you the foundation material that is going to establish 
you.”    
 
You should be able to study Galatians right now, and understand basically what is in it on the basis of 
what we have already gone over in Romans.  If you get these two issues straight in Romans, you will get 
Galatians straight; you will see the error, and the things that he is correcting in Galatians, based on what 
you know in Romans.  As I said, when we get over into the last section, we will see that Corinthians is 
continuously being referred to.  Go to Galatians 4; I don't want you to forget this passage about 
adoption.  Galatians 4:1 
 
 

 

Romans 8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to 
fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father.  (Sprit of adaption) 

We have not received that spirit of bondage unto fear.  Do you remember last week we talked about 
working under that Law principle, that there was that constant fear?  It is that Law-fear syndrome where 
the Law says, “Do this,” and you fear losing the blessing.  You fear the consequences of losing the 
blessing - the curse.  The motivating factor under the Law is fear.  Fear of rejection.  Fear of punishment.  
Fear of shame and reproach being placed upon you by God and others and yourself.   

 
Grace doesn’t do that.  Grace motivates you by gratitude and love.  Do you remember all that?  That is 
what is going on here.  These people are under that Law principle and do not know the glory and 
freedom of Grace that we know today, and yet they had justification as we do.  They just were not able 
to know about it yet.  So, the Law system keeps people under bondage and keeps them bound.  “They 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage” because they had the fear of death coming along.  (Matthew 
24:13) 

 
Now, that word, adoption is huiothesia: huios, "a son," and thesia, "a placing, or a setting."  The word 
adoption there means a placing of a son—the taking of my son, my born one, and placing him in the 
position of adult sonship.  The word huiothesia means a declaring to be an adult son.  Huios does not 
mean that.   
 
Huiothesia means the placing of the son in that condition.  What happens is, people blend those two 

words together and erroneously put the meaning of huiothesia on to huios. 
 
What is adoption?  Adoption is the placing as a son.  This is something you need to clearly understand.  
You need to understand your sonship position—the position that you have been placed into by adoption.  
You are born into the family, but when you are placed into the body of Christ, you are not placed in as a 
baby.  A baby is born into the family, or a little child, a teenager, an adolescent is not a full grown son.  
There comes a time where you are placed as a full grown son.  And when we get into the family of God 
we immediately have that position of full grown adult sonship status immediately in Christ.  Our position 
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is not little babies.  Our position in Christ is full grown sons.  You and I have been given the position of 
sonship status, the sonship position, a position equal with Christ.  
 
Therefore, we are dead to sin, we are dead to the law, dead to the flesh and alive unto God, unto grace 
and unto the Spirit.  All that, because of our position in Christ.  Knowing our sonship position is the 
critical issue in living under grace. We are no longer children, no longer babies.  We have received the 
spirit of adoption. (Ephesians 1:3-6) 
 
Another critical passage on adoption is Galatians 4. (Galatians 4:1-11)   
 
You are the sons of God and have the privilege of our sonship position, the privilege to act as adults.  No 
longer the baby treatment with its ceremonies and ordinances and codes, rights, special days, etc.  Living 
under grace is to live like an adult being led by the Spirit. 
 
Verse 15a:  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; 
 
In other words, we are not under the Law program, 
 
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. (Romans 8:15b) 
 
Notice the capital “S” for the Holy Spirit.  And the word, “cry” in that verse is to cry out “rejoicing.”  Now 
for the word adoption, go to Galatians 4 and notice that word once again.  This use of the word adoption 
is not like our modern English word, “adoption.”  A couple from our church called my wife asking if she 
knew of a Christian adoption agency because they were considering adopting a child.  In this century in 
America, to adopt a child means you take a child born in someone else’s family into your own family, 
making the child your legal heir.  That is not the same as adoption in the Bible. 
 
In the Bible, adoption is a process whereby your physical child is taken and raised under governors and 
tutors for a while – until the time you as a parent determine he is no longer a child.  You plan his “bar-
mitzvah” where you will declare him to be a full-grown son.  He can now have his own bank account and 
his own car.  He can make his own decisions about coming and going.  He is now responsible to act like 
an adult and is placed at the family table as a full-grown son with what is called “adoption.”  It is the 
placing into the position of full sonship in the sense that all the privileges of a son are his with the 
exercise of adoption and therefore is now expected to act and function as an adult.   
 
Now that is the position we have; it is the whole issue in Galatians, Chapter 4. 
 
Come with me to Mark 14 and notice that expression, Abba, Father.  Notice what it is that we are able to 
do.  (Jesus Christ in the garden of Gesthemane) (Mark 14:35-36) 
 
In other words, we are not babies so we have not received the “baby” program.  Fear is the motivation 
under that program.  Bondage, fear and guilt do not motivate us, but instead, we’ve received the Spirit of 
adoption.  The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of adoption whereby we cry, “Abba, Father.”  We respond in joy 
and gratitude to what God has done for us by crying out, “Papa!”  -  Intimate fellowship with God, 
Almighty, himself.  That is the privilege that only the Lord Jesus Christ has and you have it only in him.  
Only by the “one Spirit” are we baptized into one body.  Paul says there is one baptism today, folks and 
that is the baptism whereby the Holy Spirit puts you into the Body of Christ.  The reason that baptism is 
critical is because it is the means whereby we are one with Christ and in Christ we can have this 
wonderful position.  Anything else is the weak and beggarly program and will rob you of your blessings, it 
will rob you of your riches and sap your strength.  Being strong in the Lord is the position God has given 
you in Christ and that is grace. 
 
Before we go on, I want you to see that: 
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Vs. 14 – We have guidance. The mark of a son. 

Vs. 15 -  We have adoption. Privileges of sonship. 

Vs. 16 – We have the witness of the Spirit.  Acknowledgment as sons 

Vs. 17 – We have heir-ship  Inheritance of sons 

 
For you have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear—you are not under the law.  You are bound 
by the system, but you have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba Father.  One day 
folks, he is going to come and get us, and we are going to be manifested as the full-grown sons of God.  
Look at verse 23, there is the adoption. 

 
Our situation is different from Israel’s situation.  Israel is placed under the law in time past, and they are 
under tutors and governors and so forth until the time appointed of the Father, which was the Acts 
period, to receive the kingdom.  They receive the adoption when Christ comes back and he publicly 
demonstrates Israel to be his son, his chosen people.   
 
You and I, as members of the body of Christ, are never placed under the law.  From the time you get 

saved until the time of the rapture, God does not say that that is childhood for you.  He says that you 
immediately go right past childhood to immediate full sonship just as though you were already 
resurrected – present your bodies as living sacrifices, (living dead men), like you are already resurrected.  
Romans 6:13 
 
It is the Holy Spirit who enables us now to begin to claim our inheritance and enjoy our spiritual wealth.  
We can begin to claim all of the wealth and inheritance that we will have out there.  We can begin to 

enjoy it and see it become a reality in our life now through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  Hence, he 
is our down payment on the thing; he is the earnest; he is the first installment of what will be a reality 
out there.  One of the functions of God the Holy Spirit is to make real to us that which will be ours in the 
ages to come.   
 
We think ‘in time’, but God does not think ‘in time’.  It is all done.  He gives us God the Holy Spirit to 
make it real to us now – the Spirit of adoption.  Now, that is a great passage on eternal security, and you 

want to notice and remember that.  Turn back to Ephesians 1.  In the first part of the chapter, he dealt 
with the spiritual possessions that we have in Christ and all these blessings.  He talked to you about what 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit has provided for us.  Now, he is going to pray.  
Ephesians 1:15 
 

 

Romans 8:16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we 
are the children of God:  

The issue here is our sonship position and the Spirit witnesses to the change in our position.  God, the 
Holy Spirit bears witness to the fact that we have had a change in our position from the old program of 
the bondage of fear under the law into the adoption status under grace.  Now the Spirit bears witness 
with our spirit that we are the children of God, under a new system.  And if children, it also bears witness 
to our inheritance (Vs. 17). 
 
The Spirit of Almighty God bears witness to you, His presence in your life bears witness to the fact that 
you are a child of God, that you are going to get the inheritance, that you are a joint heir with the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   The Spirit beareth witness, not to our spirit, but with our spirit.  We have the new nature 
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that bears witness of who we are, but God's Spirit bears witness.  His presence in our bodies, indwelling 
us, bears witness that we are going to get that inheritance.   
 
Now look at verse 16.  There is another textual issue there.  Do you see where it says:  “the spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit”?  You hear it said constantly that “the spirit itself” is a bad or an incorrect 
translation, because of the neuter pronoun “itself”—a reflexive pronoun.  They say that it should be 
translated, “himself.”   The fact is, that the Greek word, pneuma, which is the word for spirit, is a neuter 
noun, and a pronoun has to modify the noun in number, case, and gender.  It is grammatically incorrect 
to translate a masculine pronoun as modifying a neuter noun, it is an impossibility.  So grammatically, it 
is exactly the correct translation to say “itself.”    
 

Now it isn't necessarily the preferred translation by a lot of guys, but it is wrong to call it a “bad” or an 
“incorrect” translation.  It is exact and accurate.   Now understand this, your Bible, the Authorized 
Version, teaches very clearly the doctrine of the personality of the Holy Spirit.  People want to change 
that verse because they don't want the Holy Spirit to be “it.”  They want Him to be a person; and they 
say that “it” cannot be a person.  In our language you might have that problem, but Greeks don't have 
that problem.   In fact, in our language, we don't have that problem.   You talk about a baby:  “Isn't it a 
sweet little thing.”  You are not denying the humanity of the baby, are you?   It is a sweet little thing, 

sure; you are talking about the person.   We use the term that way.   Grammatically here, it is an exact 
translation.  See John 16:13 
 
Come to I Corinthians 12.  The way to answer the issue of the use of the neuter pronoun itself in the 
passage here, when somebody argues with you, is to point out, number one, that it is translated itself for 
obvious grammatical reasons.  In other words, it is a literal translation; it is a correct, an exact, and an 
accurate translation.  When somebody argues for himself, they are arguing not for a translation, but for a 

“dynamic equivalent” accommodation.  When they argue that, you want to point out that the verse is 
discussing, not the Spirit's personality, but the work of the Holy Spirit.  Hence, “itself” is a fine translation, 
and it does not need to be changed.  Let me give you an illustration.  1 Corinthians 12:26 
 
Romans 8:16 is not a denial of the deity of the Holy Spirit or the personality of the Holy Spirit.  The verse 
is discussing the Holy Spirit's work.  Now if somebody does not want to allow that, then just laugh at 
them and say:  “You know, you get all bent out of shape about things that God, the Holy Spirit, doesn't 

get bent out of shape about, because He called Himself ‘it.’”  You need to be familiar with those two 
things; because you will hear those two verses probably as much, if not more, than any other two that 
you run across.    
 
Our spirit bears witness that we are the children of God.  We have that new nature—that 
understanding—but the Spirit of God bears witness with our spirit, not to it, but with it.  That spirit of 
sonship is there also and gives us the ability to walk, and to understand, and to live in that position.  
Verse 17. 
 
Romans 8:16: “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit.”  Who does the Holy Spirit have 
communion with?  Does he have communion with your soul, your body, or your spirit?  He has 
communion with your spirit.  John 4:24 
 

 

Romans 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also 
glorified together. (Joint heirs only if we suffer with him) (Suffer for the truth) 
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Folks, we are going to be glorified together with Christ!  We that are one with him will come up and get a 
glorified body and appear with him in glory.  Notice verse 18: 
 
The idea is that the Holy Spirit bears witness to the fact that we are heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ.   Being heirs of God means that we are going to get everything God has as members of his family.  
But it also means that as joint heirs with Christ, we are on an equal plane with Christ.  He already has 
received the inheritance.  It’s already his and that is why we are joint heirs.  Everything that belongs to 
Christ belongs to us. 
 
Have you suffered with Christ?  Yes, you have.  In Chapter 3 he asked, “Don’t you know that as many of 
you as were baptized into his death…”    You died with him that you might be raised in newness of life so 
you will be glorified together with him.  When you were identified with Christ at Calvary, you were placed 
into him and became a member of the Body of Christ and everything he did belongs to you and 
everything he has belongs to you.  He took your sin out of the way and gave you a new position.  You 
get it all by grace – by being “in Christ.”   
 
How do you get “in Christ?”  By grace through faith plus nothing.  Paul said, As ye have received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him.  You received him by grace through faith plus nothing.  You were 
justified by grace through faith alone.  Chapter 3, 4  and 5.  Now, “so walk ye in him.”  Chapter 6, 7 and 
8. 
 
I emphasize again that the issue here is the effect on our walk that our sonship position should have.  
We should bear the marks of our sonship.  Our sonship should be the motivating factor that causes us 
(Chapter 6) to live consistent with our position in Christ, (Chapter 7) to live under grace, not under the 
law, (Chapter 8) to walk in the Spirit not unto the flesh.  The thing that ought to motivate you to do that 
is this wonderful privilege you have of sonship.  Rejoice in all God has given you in Christ!  See the fruit 
of that and see that grace work in you.  That is the key to an effective ministry for Christ. 
 
What Paul is beginning to do in verse 18 and following is take the knowledge that we have of our 
inheritance and the glories of our inheritance as a motivation, a motivating factor to cause us to endure 
the pressure of this present time; and that the sufferings of this present time, the trouble, the pressure 
that comes upon us in this world isn't worthy to be compared.  In another words, it isn't even worthy of 
being considered; it isn't worthy of equal time with the glories that are ours in Christ.  None of these 
sufferings ought to stop us, if we understand our sonship position in Christ, and the fact that we have 
been made, verse 17 says, an “heir of God.”   
 
But not just that, a “joint heir with Christ,” if so be that we suffer with Him that we may be also glorified 
together.   In other words, if you are a member of the body of Christ, if you have been baptized into His 
body, then you were baptized into His death and into His resurrection.  Everything that belonged to Him, 
belongs to you.   You understand that we have already learned that in Romans 6:  we are one with Him.   
That means that we are “joint heirs.”  You see, we are not just “heirs of God”, we are heirs of God, but 
we are also joint heirs with Christ.  We are not just heirs with Christ.  Do you understand the difference 
between being an heir and being a joint-heir?    
 
Here is an example of being an heir.  There is a father, and he has three sons.  This father has an 
inheritance to give to his boys, and say that inheritance is three million dollars.  These three boys are 
heirs, they are going to get the money.   He says alright, son #1, I am going to give you $2.00; son #3, I 
am going to give you $5.95; son #2, I am going to give you the two million, 9 hundred thousand, 9 
hundred and whatever else the rest is.  Now they are all equally heirs, but they don't get an equal 
amount.  You understand, they are all heirs together of the father's inheritance; they all share in it 
according to the father's will that he writes out. 
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But now say we come along and you and I are joined to son #2—we are joint-heirs with him.  We are 
not just heirs.  The other two sons are heirs with him of the father, but we are made joint-heirs with son 
#2.  Do you know what that means?  That means that we get everything that he gets; we get an equal 
part to his.   That is what is called coparcenary in legal jargon.  That is, it is not just simply joint tenancy, 
it is not just simply being an heir and owning it; it is to have equal shares.  Everything the two million, 9 
hundred and 9 thousand and whatever else that he got, I got it too.  It was as much mine as it was his.   
You see, we are not just heirs of God and get some of the things God is going to give us, we are joint 
heirs:  everything that Jesus Christ inherited from God the Father, we inherited.   
 
Now, whee doggy, that is a real big inheritance.  Do you remember when we were studying Romans 4, 
how we went over there in Hebrews 1 and we saw the inheritance that is laid out?  God the Father gave 
to the Lord Jesus Christ in Hebrews chapter 1, an inheritance, do you remember that?   Shake your head 
yes.  You remember that, don't you?  Go back in your notes and study that.  We have already been over 
that, you ought to know it.  That just gives you a little idea of that inheritance, and that is an inheritance 
just in the prophetic program.  It isn't even clearly identified in that passage, all the things that are 
involved in the mystery program—a wonderful array of categories of inheritance—everything that belongs 
to Him, belongs to me.   
 
Paul says, hey, you take all that stuff when you begin to understand all this wonderful inheritance.  Over 
in Ephesians and Colossians, you see laid out for you on the pages of Ephesians and Colossians, that 
inheritance that Jesus Christ has received from the Father that we share in.  That is what he is saying 
here in Romans 6, 7, and 8.  He is saying, hey, He has given you a position and privileges of sonship, a 
joint heirship with Christ.  Do you know what you should do?  You ought to walk worthy of who you are, 
and the little bit of trouble you have down here, hey man, that isn't even worthy to be compared with 
what you have up there.  It isn't worthy even to be given equal thought with that up there, much less 
sitting around worrying about it all the time.   Occupy your mind with who you are in Christ, and what 
you have in Christ—think about that—and when you do, do you know what it will do?  It will motivate 
you to endure.    
 
Romans 1-5 deals with justification; and talks about wrath and justification.  He concludes that issue of 
justification by demonstrating in Romans 5 that that justification, that position of justification, is 
something that is adequate to keep you secure.  Now if you understand the issue of justification by grace 
through faith plus nothing, and the fact that God's justice will impute eternal life to those who have 
perfect righteousness, which you have in Christ, then you understand the issue of eternal security, and 
you have the ground work and the basis of it, and you are not going to be tossed to and fro.  And when 
tribulation comes in your life—problems and difficulties—it does not throw you off, it works now.  The 
justice of God takes it and produces positive things in your life out of it and you understand that and you 
don't all of a sudden think:  God is against me and God hates me and God is mad at me.  You understand 
what is going on, and you understand your security in Christ, and you are stabilized by that.   
Justification produces stability, and understanding of security.    
 
In understanding our sonship position, Paul is saying:  hey, it isn't just all that pie in the sky by and by.  
That life is yours now and it affects your walk right now.  That understanding gives you the ability as a 
believer to walk worthy and to serve the Lord.  If you go out and serve the Lord, do you know what is 
going to happen?   “Yea and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”  That’s the 
verse.  You begin to get rebuffed, you begin to get negative feedback, and Satan comes against you.  
The religious system comes against you, the world’s system comes against you; your friends, your 
relatives, your neighbors come against you.  Everybody comes against you and tries to make you feel 
ashamed and dirty for serving the Lord, for not being under the law system, for not being under legalism, 
for not doing all that stuff.  That is exactly what they do, and he says:  “hey, that is no big deal.”  In the 
passage here, you begin to suffer pain, you get sick, your old body wears out, and what do you begin to 
do?  Are you going to begin to cry, moan, groan, and squall?  That’s what the average believer does.    
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Listen, God Almighty expects you and me to live in light of who we are.  And when you begin to realize 
just who you are, Paul says, “I reckon,” that is a mental attitude dynamic.  I have a mental attitude—I 
reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall 
be revealed in us.  He is saying:  I understand some things about my inheritance, and I understand some 
things about who God has made me in Christ.   
 
Jesus Christ dies at Calvary, [drawing the chart on the chalkboard], ascends into heaven, sits down at the 
right hand of the Father on high, and is declared to be the Son of God with power, and Jesus Christ 
receives from the Father an inheritance, and that inheritance has to do with the ages to come out over 
there.  Here is the church, the body of Christ in here, [But Now], and we are made members of that 
body.  One day the Lord Jesus Christ is going to come here and catch the body of Christ up, and take us 
out to be with Himself.  He is going to set us in the positions of rank and authority in the heavenly 
places.  Notice if you will, that that verse says in the last part of it, “the glory that shall be revealed to 
us,” right?  No, it says:  “the glory that shall be revealed in us.”  God is going to show the exceeding 
riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus in the ages to come.  We are going to 
have that glorified body that Ephesians,  Philippians, and Colossians talk so much about—that inheritance 
out there [Ages to Come], that Paul is anticipating.  Here are some things that he is going to explain in 
detail over there.    
 
Paul is laying the foundation for our understanding.  Romans explains to you how to walk down here 
now, and how you have been equipped to live here now as a member of the body of Christ, and how God 
has equipped you with divine operating assets that give you stability and success in your service and walk 
for Him now.   Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians lay out that eternal glory for you.  Paul says, when 
I begin to understand who God has made me in Christ, the glory that shall be revealed in us over there, 
the reason God saved us, and the reason that He is forming that body, and what He is going to do with 
us out over there, he said, “I reckon.”  He said, “Here is the way I look at it, here is the mental attitude 
that that kind of an understanding gives.”   
 
When you keep that eternal glory out there in front of yourself, and that privilege of sonship position, 
and joint-heirship with Christ,  here is what it does:  it lets you look at this over here and you say, this 
light affliction is but for a moment and it works for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.   
He said:  this thing down here, is not even worth talking about.  Let’s talk about that up there.  We don't 
want to talk about this and that in the same breath.    
 
Listen to me.  God Almighty wants “tough sons.”  Write that down, will you please?  God Almighty 
expects you and me to be tough, and he has fixed it so we can be.  Get two passages:  2 Timothy 2 and 
Hebrews 12.  Hey folks, when you stub your toe and you go crying to the Lord, it does not mean He is 
mad at you.  It does not mean that He won't listen.  But God has equipped us, and expects us to be 
grown up believers.  And when you understand the issue of your sonship privilege and position in Christ, 
it is going to give you the stability in your Christian life and in your walk to get through the difficult 
places, to get through the hard places, to get through the tough areas of life so God can use you.  2 
Timothy 2:1 
 
In other words, we walk in the Spirit, consistent with the position and the blessing and the inheritance 
that we have in Christ.  We know that that inheritance is secure.  That is the idea here.  We have been 
over all this: even though the realization—the materialization—of our inheritance is still a future prospect, 
it is secure; and that is why he says in verse 18 and following: 
 
Romans 8:17 – “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.”   
 
Read 2 Timothy 1:18, 4:8; Ephesians 6:6; 2 Corinthians 4:17, and you will see passages that describe 
that reward, that eternal weight of glory that is given as compensation for suffering now. 
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Now, that of course has to do with the judgment seat of Christ.  You as a believer trust Christ as your 
Saviour, and you are placed in Christ, and in Christ you are destined for an inheritance in the ages to 
come.  The body of Christ is going to gain an inheritance.  It has an inheritance in the heavenly 
government in the ages to come.  But he then says that the quality of your service, of your building, of 
your workmanship, the capacity of service that you have here, as a member of the body, will determine 
the capacity of service that you have in the ages to come.  If you suffer with him, you will reign with him.  
If you deny him in your service, he will deny you a reign out there in the heavenly places. 
 
Now, I have a question.  If you are saved by grace, how can you square the idea of some people getting 
a reward and some people not getting a reward in the ages to come?  I can understand that I am saved 
by grace through the finished work of Christ, and I get an inheritance in the ages to come on the basis of 
grace.  Grace is free and unconditional, right?   
 
But, then how in the world does he come along with passages and say, “But, there is a reward out there 
for some people, a recompense given to them on the basis of what they do”?  Isn’t that performing to 
get the blessing?  Well, I thought that the Christian life on this earth was lived on the basis of grace just 
like salvation.  Well, then how do you square that?  Romans 4:4 
 

Romans 8:18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.  

He is saying, “When you look at the suffering of this time, and you look at the glory up there that will be 
revealed in us, this stuff down here isn’t even worth thinking about when you look at that.  So just keep 
looking at that.  Look at that glorious inheritance that you are going to have in Him when you get your 
glorified body and you reign with Him.  Occupy yourself with that.”  Hebrews 12:2. 
 
There is an issue here that our suffering for Christ now affects directly the glory we will have over there.  
It is not that we have glory, but it is that we will radiate Christ’s glory.  That is what is called the reward 
of the inheritance.  Christ is admired in all that believe, and the greater the capacity you have to reflect 
his person, his glory, (the greater you develop that capacity now) the greater the glory for him out there 
in the future.  That is all so wonderful that it brings up contradictions in your mind that you can’t handle.  
That is why Paul is saying that we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 
 
Present sufferings are not worthy to be compared with that future glory.  In other words, our inheritance, 
and a proper understanding of our inheritance and our sonship position, gives us the ability and the 
motivation to wait out the sufferings of this present time because we know something.  Verse 28. 
 
Romans 8:18: “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in us”.  The things that are done “now” are glory for God “over there.”  
And that is the point in here.  And he is saying, “Don’t quit because of the sufferings, and the difficulties, 
and the problems, but keep going because the motive is the glory of God, and it is going to come 
through.” 
 
Romans 8:18 – “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in us.”   
 
Do you remember that passage and how we studied through that?  We saw that there is a realm of 
doctrine and information that you need to keep in your mind, and in your consciousness, and in your 
thoughts, about the glorification of the Lord Jesus Christ, and your participation in that glorification in the 
ages to come.  If you keep that realm, that doctrine, that understanding about that future glory that God 
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will have through us, through the church, the body of Christ, you will be able to endure persecution.  You 
keep that realm of knowledge and information, that doctrine in your mind, and you have on, for a 
helmet, the hope of salvation, that hope that you have out there, and that gives you the ability to endure 
through present suffering and to count it as almost nothing because of that out there.   
 
Well, that is what he is saying in Ephesians 3:21 
 
That’s Hebrews 2 in another way.  Just as “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,” He is 
not talking about following the Jewish program that He was under but He’s talking about following the 
same mental attitude and dynamics that He practiced.  It’s the dynamics, the life, the activity of a mind 
that is fixed on the Lord God of truth, the reliability of sound doctrine and going on it.  That is what 
enabled Christ to endure the cross.   
 
Do you want to endure?  Do you want to have victory?  That tells you how, doesn’t it?  After He says, 
“Father, into thy hands I commend my Spirit,”  John 19:30 
 
Romans 8:18 – “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in us.”   
 
You can endure hardness, and pressures, and difficulties, and trouble in the present as you keep the 
details of that glorious inheritance that you are going to have in the ages to come in mind.  You do it just 
like the Lord did.  Romans 8:24-25 

 

 

Future Glory 

Romans 8:19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for 
the manifestation of the sons of God.  (Waiting for the redumtion of our body)= hope 

“The earnest expectation of the creature,” –that is, creation around you—has an earnest expectation.   
The idea there is, it is like a kid with his head stuck out the window, looking for his Daddy to come home.   
He is eagerly anticipating the earnest expectation, the eager anticipation of the creature waits for the 
manifestation of the sons of God.  In other words, creation out here is waiting, for what?  Man is waiting 
for the time when the Lord Jesus Christ comes back from the position of heavenly places up there.   
 
He comes back to the earth and sets up His kingdom on the earth and then the whole shooting match 
out here is brought under the headship of Jesus Christ and is liberated.   Creation, the globe out here, 
the whole universe, is waiting for the time when the Lord Jesus Christ comes back and takes up His 
inheritance, which, as you will recall in Hebrews 1, has to do with universal dominion over the heavens 
and the earth.  
 

Romans 8:20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, 
but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope,   

Who is the one who subjected the creation and the creatures in creation about us to vanity, and made 
the creation itself subject to hope?  God did when he cursed it for man’s sake.  What is the hope?  
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Verse 20, “for the creature;” now this is why the creation waits.  “For the creature was made subject to 
vanity, not willing, but by reason of him who subjected the same in hope.”    
  
Now what is he saying there?  He is saying that the creation is subject to vanity, to emptiness, to the 
nothingness, why?  Well, “not willingly,” they did not volunteer for it.  “But by reason of him who hath 
subjected the same [creation] in hope.”   Creation is going through undeserved suffering, why?  Why 
does creation bear the curse?   Who sinned?  Adam sinned.  Did the cows sin?  No, but they die.   Do you 
remember what God told them in Genesis 3?  Cursed is the ground for your sake.  So God puts the 
creation out here in subjection to the curse of man's sin.   Therefore creation needs deliverance, so they 
are having to wait for deliverance too, because... 
 

 

Romans 8:21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God.  

In the kingdom He is going to take the curse off of creation, both the animal and vegetable creation. 
 
You see folks, one day, when Christ comes back, the whole creation is going to be liberated.    
 
Go back with me to Isaiah 35, just for a minute.  The passages are just too multiple to read back here.  

When you studied through “Things that Differ,” you studied the chapter about the kingdom, universal 
peace, the vegetation life, the animal creation, and all those things being restored into perfect peace and 
harmony.  That is exactly what he is talking about.   He is talking about creation one day walking in 
perfect harmony with itself and with man and with God.   Today it isn't.  Today it has been put in a 
groaning situation.  Isaiah 35:1-10 
 
The creation itself waits to be delivered from that bondage of corruption, sin, and death, into the glorious 

liberty of the children of God.  Paul says listen, you need to realize something:  You live in a creation that 
is decaying and dying, and waiting for the manifestation of the sons of God over there.  By the way, that 
is the condition of the world in which we live; it is held in the bondage of corruption. 

 

Romans 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now.  

The kingdom hasn’t come, so we are all still groaning and travailing.  Do you know why there’s sorrow?  
Do you know why there is tragedy?  Do you know why there is inexplicable difficulty and heartache in 
this world?  You just read it, buddy.  Sin.  It’s the curse of Adam’s sin, that’s why.  When some terrible 
thing happens in the world:  earthquake, or hurricane, and the insurance company says, “Act of God.”  
No, it’s an act of man’s sin; that’s what it is.  You had better thank God it is an age of grace or one of 
those things might be an act of God.   
 
I was reading in Genesis chapter 19 last night about Sodom and Gomorrah.  God sent those two angels 
down there; they rained fire and brimstone on the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and destroyed it.  I was 
reading an article about how they found natural gas pockets over there that have been depleted.  (They 
found the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, the cities of the plains, they know where they are.)  Those 
executioner angels went down there and ignited those natural gas deposits that were in the earth, and it 
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rained that stuff down on Sodom and Gomorrah.  That’s an explanation that is being offered by 
archeologists today about how that could have happened.  They can make it fit.  I don’t know if that is 
what happened or if they just stood up there and shot lightning bolts down at them.  It could have 
happened either way as far as I’m concerned; but I know this:  there was a city wholly and completely 
given over to homosexuality that boasted in it, and its whole community was permeated by 
homosexuality.  If this wasn’t an age of grace, I would be afraid to live in Chicago because of that 
passage.  
 
There was a town in California I was in this past winter that boasts of being eighty percent queers.  They 
have a lesbian mayor, and they brag about it.  If this wasn’t an age of grace, brother, I wouldn’t want to 
live anywhere close to there.  They could have an earthquake and fall right off into the Pacific Ocean out 
there and I wouldn’t know whether God did it or He didn’t.  If we lived in the kingdom age, God would 
have done it.  If we lived in time past, you would figure God sent an angel and just wiped them off, that’s 
what He did.   
 
We live in an age of grace.  God doesn’t do that today.  He’s not imputing their trespasses unto them.  
He has declared amnesty to them and offers them reconciliation through his Son, but you understand 
that isn’t always how it is going to be.  You see, people, today God isn’t out here inflicting judgment on 
men.  The natural consequence of their sin does it though.  That isn’t in the verse.  You see sin, sorrow, 
and all that kind of thing.  Listen, people, the only way to fix the curse on creation is the second coming 
of Jesus Christ—having creation itself delivered into the glorious liberty of the sons of God, and that won’t 
happen until He comes the second time.   
 
Notice several things about the passage.  First, a technical note:  notice how he says in verse 19, “the 
earnest expectation of the creature;” and verse 20, “for the creature was made subject;” verse 21, 
“because the creature itself also shall be delivered;” verse 22, “we know that the whole creation.”  Do 
you see how he uses that word creature and creation interchangeably?  Creature, creature, creature, 
creation.   The word creature in this passage, is the same word as in 2 Corinthians 5:17: 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new. 
 
That word creature is a reference to creation, not just little critters running around, but to the creation 
around us.  People sometimes carp at your Bible, and say:  “Well, it is a bad translation,” and that kind of 
thing.  It is not a bad translation, and it is not an unintelligible one.  That is something that you can 
learn.  There is a passage that demonstrates the interchangeableness of those two words, and the 
recognition of that interchangeableness on the part of the translators. So that is a technical note that you 
need to be aware of when someone throws that at you sometime.  You can just throw that back at them. 
 
“For we know that the whole creation groaneth and traveleth in pain.”  Do you see that?   Folks, when 
somebody comes along and tells you that God doesn't want you to have pain; or if you are walking with 
God and you are serving God and you are pleasing God, you won't have any pain in your life, just blow 
the smoke out your ears and go on down the road.   Paul said, we know something by our experience in 
this life.  The whole shooting match out here groans and travails together in pain.   Notice those last two 
words:  “until now.”   That is “the great until.”  You see, the great promised change hasn't yet come.    
 
Why hasn't it come?   Because in order for the liberation out here to come, Christ has to come back and 
set up His kingdom.  Why hasn't Christ come and set up His kingdom?   The tribulation day hasn't taken 
place.  It has to take place first, right?  Why hasn’t the tribulation taken place?   What is keeping the 
tribulation—the 70th week of Daniel—from happening?  We are not working on the prophetic time 
schedule today, are we?   The tribulation is prophecy.   Today [But Now] is mystery.    
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What has to happen before we can get back in the prophetic time schedule?  The dispensation of grace 
has got to end.  The rapture has to take place.  In other words, the reason that the prophetic program 
hasn't been executed and fulfilled is that it has been interrupted by the mystery program.  As long as the 
mystery program of grace [But Now] is being carried on, and as long as God is forming the Body of 
Christ, He can not do those things over there in the tribulation.  So in order for the Body of Christ and the 
ministry today to be executed, and for the Body of Christ to be completed, the creation’s liberation has to 
wait. 
 
Paul says we understand that the whole creation groans and travails in pain together until now.  It is 
going to come, but it hasn't come yet.  And we know why it hasn’t come.  It is this interruption in the 
program, and we are living in this interruption period here [But Now].   Because of that, the whole 
creation is groaning until now.   The fact that it is still groaning tells you that we are still in the 
interruption, and the prophetic program has not taken up yet.   
 
When you get sick, do you know what you should say about it?  Romans 8:22 – “For we know that the 
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.”  Didn’t I tell you that the two most 
important words in that verse are “until now”?  One day, (in the kingdom), the creation will not groan 
and travail in pain.  Didn’t you just read over there in Deuteronomy 7 that he will take all of that stuff 
away?  He will heal them and take all sickness and sorrow away.   
 
But, it hasn’t come yet because the dispensation of grace is dragging out.  As long as the dispensation of 
grace is extended, the healing program can’t come into effect, can it?  The body of Christ goes out and 
then the healing program comes back in.  We groan and travail in pain together because another day of 
grace has been extended.  Do you know why you groan and travail in pain?  It’s because of sin.  You’re 
part of a fallen creation.   
 
I have been to visit folks in the hospital many times, and you will go visit them also.  You will sit across 
the bed from some dear old saint while they are sick because of old age and infirmities.  And they will 
wonder what they did to make God mad at them and put them in the hospital.  They will say, “What did I 
do?  Why doesn't God have my best interest on his heart anymore?”  They begin to doubt him and 
question him, and they come under a cloud of guilt and rejection.   
 
Do you know something folks?  That is wrong!  So, you have to fortify people to go through rough times 
and pressure and know that if they are sick, it may or may not be because they did something wrong.  If 
you go out and get drunk six or seven nights a week, you will be sick as a dog; and don’t look at me and 
tell me that Adam did that to you.  Don’t look at me and tell me God did it to you.   
 
I used to work with those bums at the Rescue Mission, and they would come in sick.  I don’t have any 
sympathy for a guy when he pours something into his stomach that would start a fire if you lit a match to 
it.  Put that alcohol in a bowl and light a match to it and see what it does.  Go drink some gasoline and it 
will work a little quicker!  The guy says, “Oh, I’m sick”!  Well, quit drinking that hooch! 
 
Now, that doesn't mean I do not have sympathy for the man or that I don’t have a heart for him.  I am 
just saying, “Don’t complain to me about that!  Let’s just fix it.”  I get a little impatient about getting 
things fixed.  If you have a problem, here’s the way to deal with the problem.  If you have a problem that 
is caused by sin, there is a way to deal with it.  If it’s your responsibility; you can handle it.  God has 
fixed you so that you can deal with it, and you need to deal with it or quit squalling about it.  It’s your 
move – either deal with it or quit screaming bloody murder about the consequences.  You obviously 
desire the consequences, right?  Hey, when you stick your hand in the fire, you say, “It hurts!”  Well, 
what is the answer?  You can pull it out, or you can have roasted fingers for supper. 
 
It is that same way with what we are reading.  You have the victory in Christ, and you don’t have to look 
at the physical things.  You look at the things that aren’t seen. 
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You know why we are part of a groaning creation and hence we suffer.  Sometimes we suffer because of 
the natural consequences of our own bad decisions, but a lot of times, we just suffer because we are in a 
groaning creation.  We suffer because we are getting old.   
 
Mr. Stam talked to a man on the phone today who is 95 or 96 years old.  His wife said that he tried to 
leave home yesterday.  He was a railroad conductor for about 55 years, and yesterday he said, “I got to 
go; the train is waiting, and they won’t pull out of the station unless I’m there.”  And, she had to bodily 
restrain him to keep him home.  Do you think that’s much fun?  I don’t reckon that is much fun.  Today 
the man is acting himself and talking to Mr. Stam on the telephone.  Now, where do you reckon that 
comes from?  It happens when that old body just wears out, and if the Lord tarries, someday your body 
will wear out. 
 
I understand that some things just come from the natural consequences of bad decisions, but then some 
things happen just because we live in a groaning creation.  But, the issue isn’t the flesh.  You are going 
to drop that flesh anyway.  God is going to take you out and give you a new body and put you in a place 
where that old body couldn’t go anyway.  It isn’t the issue!  It hasn’t been saved; it will be saved at the 
resurrection.  Romans 8:18, 2 Corinthians 4:16-18. 
 
One day He’ll come back and take over the reins of government but you aren’t going to bring in the 
Kingdom and you’re not going to set up a righteous kingdom on the earth.  It isn’t going to happen.  The 
United States is not a Christian nation, never has been and never will be.  We are fortunate to have 
gained some of the social, economic and political blessings of the social influence of the preaching of the 
gospel that we inherited from the Reformation and we can be grateful for that and thank God.  We can 
fight and contend for the maintenance of those things.   
 
The greatest influence in the country and society is to get out and preach the gospel and build strong 
Bible-believing local churches where the life of the Lord Jesus Christ is clearly manifest and where the 
Word of God is preached and where righteousness is exalted.  That is the greatest thing you can do for a 
country.   
 
Thank God for the privileges we have.  We are blessed people.  Because we have those blessings, we 
don’t want just to think we are something special beyond what we are.  Specialness comes from the 
Lord.  We aren’t bringing in the Kingdom.  The Kingdom isn’t here today; it’s held in abeyance while God 
is forming the Body of Christ.  We are under a different program. 
 
 

 

Romans 8:23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.  

Until then, Romans 8:23:  “we ourselves groan within ourselves.”  We groan right along with creation.  

So don’t get all bent out of shape.  You get sick, and you hurt.  My right shoulder right now hurts, just to 
draw my arm back.  I don’t say, “What is God trying to punish me for?”  I just know it hurts because of 
sin, brother; and if I live another fifty years, I know when I get sick it’s because of sin.  If you hear that I 
died of cancer, don’t say that God struck me with cancer.  I’m a mean ornery rascal, and He ought to 
strike me with a lot of things, but He isn’t going to do that.  You just say its sin.  Somebody’s greed put 
something in the world that gave me cancer.  Somebody stuck something bad in the Dr. Pepper or 
something.  The tragedy in life, and the trials, and the decay, and all that we see about us comes 
because of sin.  There it is; there is a curse on creation.  
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“And not only they,” (the creation), “but ourselves also.”  Ourselves also do what?  We groan in pain 
together with them.  We also groan in pain with them.  We also “which have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves.”  
 
We have the “first fruits of the Spirit.”  What does that mean?  What is a first fruit?  A first fruit is a 
promise of the thing that is going to come over in the future, right?   Farmers would know this.  When 
you get the first fruits of the harvest, the first fruit is the first little crop that you get.  You know:  hey, 
these are the first ripe tomatoes.  I know that there are more coming.  These are the first; it is the 
promise of a bigger harvest coming.  These are the first ripe strawberries.  This is the first ripe corn, or 
wheat, or whatever, of the harvest that is coming.   We have the first fruits of the Spirit.   Hold your hand 
here and come to Ephesians 1:  Ephesians 1:13-14 
 
Get this now.  Don't miss this.  The issue in the adoption is:  God placing you in His family as full grown 
sons, not just positionally now, but in reality—giving you a resurrected body, and putting you in His Son 
literally—physically making you an absolutely perfect reproduction of the Lord Jesus Christ in every sense 
of the word.  Hey folks, there is something fantastic out there ahead for you.  He is going to change your 
vial body according to His working, and fashion it like unto Christ's glorious body.  He will change your 
vial bodies, and give you one like His, according to His power whereby He is able to subdue all things, (all 
those positions), to Himself.   The adoption that you and I have received—the Spirit of adoption—is the 
Holy Spirit, who seals us until that day.  Ephesians 1:5 again:  Ephesians 1:5 
 
We talked about that passage last week at some length, and I tried to show you the issue there:  [see 
Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth chart] Christ comes on the scene, the earthly ministry of Christ, He 
preaches in Matthew to John about his 2nd coming and the kingdom.  In that kingdom over there [Ages 
to Come] the creation will be liberated from the curse that was placed on man and on creation back in 
Adam's time.  That creation curse will be lifted over there.   John the Baptist preaches, the Lord Jesus 
Christ preached, the twelve preach:   “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  Christ is rejected, 
He is crucified, He ascends into heaven, the Holy Spirit comes back on the little flock and they go out and 
minister, offering that kingdom.  Israel rejects Christ, not just in His incarnation, but also in His post 
resurrection ministry through the apostles; and the fall of Israel takes place.    
 
Christ saves the Apostle Paul, gives to Paul a new system of knowledge:  the mystery—about the Church, 
the body of Christ [But Now] the dispensation of grace.  This mystery program in here [But Now] 
interrupts the prophetic program back here [Time Past] and over there [Ages to Come].   In order for the 
kingdom to come, the mystery has to end.   Paul is saying there, in essence, that he is talking to them 
about their sonship privilege and sonship position.  
 
One day, God is going to physically manifest you in the full position of sonship.  Now, in the mean time, 
we have received the Spirit—the Holy Spirit of adoption.  Right now it is the Spirit that is in you, and He 
gives you the ability to cry “Abba Father.”   He gives you the ability right now to live as though that 
actualization is here.  You remember what he said in 6:13 about living as those that are alive from the 
dead.   Take your position, and live it right now.  That is the Spirit of adoption.  Verse 16. 
 
“For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.  And not only 
they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, (what is the adoption?), the redemption of our body.”  That is 
a reference to the resurrection of the body of Christ at the rapture.  Ephesians 1:13-14  
 
A man gets saved, and trusts Jesus Christ as his Saviour.  The bible says that God Almighty predestinates 
you, as a believer, unto the adoption of sons.  The adoption takes place at the rapture when Jesus Christ 
comes back and catches the body of Christ up, and we are given our glorified bodies, and we are sent 
out there into the heavenly places to serve him.  And this is the day of redemption when we get our 
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glorified bodies.  The adoption is said to be “the redemption of the body” (Romans 8:23).  When do you 
receive the adoption?  Well, you get it right there.  You get your glorified body and you are declared and 
placed in a position of full-grown sonship right then.   
 
Just as Christ identified Himself with that suffering remnant in the Tribulation who suffers under that time 
of Jacob’s trouble, so it is that He understands as it says in Hebrews: “To make the captain of their 
salvation perfect through suffering.” (Hebrews 2:10)  He completely understands and identifies with our 
suffering, too, today.  That’s a wonderful thing to know. 
 
The reason that the Psalms so often minister to people in those circumstances isn’t because it is the 
prophetic program that they are under but we see Him identified with us in our suffering in the bondage 
of corruption that even we find ourselves under today.   
 
In the passage I read to you in Matthew 28, the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ is in view.  We 
discussed the issues last time but there is something here that I want you to see about the resurrection.   
 
The Lord Jesus Christ was raised in a literal body.  He was literally, bodily raised from the dead.  His 
resurrection is not simply the liberal and modernist idea that the spirit of Jesus and His teachings, His 
ideas and principles live on among those who follow Him.  That isn’t the resurrection at all in the 
scripture.  That is the resurrection out there at the university with the liberals and modernists and the 
people who are philosophically committed to the principles of Christianity, not to the person of the 
Saviour.   
 
Jesus Christ was stone-cold dead in the tomb and then He was literally, bodily resurrected.  His 
resurrection was different from any resurrection that had taken place prior to that time.  Jesus Christ was 
the first person ever resurrected in an absolutely new and different way.  Colossians 1:18 

 

 

Romans 8:24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not 
hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?  

Now understand that when he says saved there, he does not mean saved from hell and from sin.   What 
he is talking about is that we are saved from despair and depression over our infirmities and sufferings, 
by hope—the blessed hope of getting a resurrection, a redeemed, body.  “We are saved by hope, but 
hope that is seen is not hope.”  If you see it, it is not hope, folks.  It is an earnest expectation now; but 
when we get there it won't be hope anymore, it will be reality.  “For what a man sees, why doth he yet 
hope for?” 

 

Romans 8:25 But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with 
patience wait for it.  

You see folks, because of that prospect out there, Paul says we can wait.  We can wait out this little time 
period down here.   We realize that the reason that we are still stuck in this suffering creation isn't just to 
put us through the torture test.  God put us down here, and gave us something to do to serve Him.  He 
put me in the body of Christ to accomplish something that only I can accomplish in His purpose.  
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In order for that ministry to be accomplished, He has to hold off that liberation process [Day of 
Redemption], and if He holds off the liberation of creation, I am going to suffer the natural degenerative 
process of sin.  I am going to suffer the problems of a decaying world.  I am going to suffer; and when I 
suffer and have tragedy, I have a consolation.  I have a good hope through grace.  I have something 
that tells me I can be tough; I am tough.  I’ve got glory ahead; so no matter what the suffering is now, it 
does not stop me.  I patiently wait.  I can just wait it out.  That doesn’t mean it doesn’t hurt.  It says we 
suffer in pain together.  Hey, pain hurts.  But I recognize that the pain does not mean that God is mad at 
me.  It means that I am doing what God has given me to do, and there is a reason.   
 
I can walk in light of my sonship position, and that prospect of one day receiving the adoption—the 
redemption of the body.  That is what everybody is waiting on, and I am going to get it.  It is going to be 
revealed in me, and God in His grace even takes that little suffering that I get to do here, and is going to 
reward me even for that.  And Paul says:  hey, you see that?  That will give you stability.  
   
Now you listen.  You are going to minister to people in your ministry, who are suffering.  You are going 
to have suffering happen in your life.  There is no way that you are ever going to minister to anybody, 
and be able to give comfort to anybody, and comfort them with the comfort wherewith you are 
comforted of God, unless you have gotten some comfort from God.  You are not going to be able to 
stand at a coffin, you are not going to be able to put a baby into the ground and stand there with the 
daddy as they shovel dirt in the face of his kid; you are not going to be able to stand in the hospital with 
a mother with 6 kids after the doctor has just told her that she has cancer and is preparing to go under 
the knife, she has a drunk husband off somewhere in the ditch and doesn't know where he is at; you are 
not going to be able to stand in those kinds of places and do any ministering unless you have gotten 
some comfort from God firsthand, and know how to give it to them.     
 
We have already been through those verses in Thessalonians about “giving my soul.”  So when you go 
through those things, don't get all bitter and all bowed up against God.   Learn to follow the Lord Jesus’ 
example.  Learn to follow Paul's instructions to Timothy.  Keep that knowledge and that information 
about that glory out there in your mind at all times so you can endure and patiently wait it out serving 
Him.   See the issue.  Here is your service; and the issue is not to be thrown off the track and stopped 
and stymied in His service because of suffering that you are going to endure once you begin to walk 
worthy of the calling that you have in Christ Jesus.    
 
I hope you can see how Paul is building and capping off that higher road.    He is going to go through the 
rest of this chapter, and tell you about the fantastic ministry that God the Holy Spirit has to help you with 
your infirmities.  He’ll tell you about the purpose of God, and how that purpose of God has fixed it so that 
even in these sufferings, and these difficult times you are never separated from Him.  He’ll tell you how 
you can have confidence and boldness and go ahead with it. 
 
The thing that you are waiting for is the manifestation of the sons of God.   Christ is going to come back 
one day in what is called the day of redemption.   We call it the rapture of the church.  He will catch the 
church, the body of Christ, out to be with Himself and take us back into the heavenly places with Him.   
At that point we will receive our glorified, resurrection bodies.   People die today and go to be with Christ. 
They don't get their glorified bodies; they don't go on to their reward as you hear people say so often:  
“Ya know old John, he died, and has gone on to his reward.”   No, he hasn't gone on to his reward.  The 
rewards are passed out at the judgment seat of Christ, which takes place right after the day of 
redemption, in the air when we meet the Lord.   The idea is that we are down here as sons.  We have a 
position.  One day we are going to be placed on display before the universe as the sons of God.   One 
day we are going to be manifested before the universe as joint heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ—that is 
our privilege and our position.   We have the position of sonship.  The Spirit of God that is going to 
accomplish that in us dwells in us now, and gives us the privilege right now of crying “Abba Father.”  We 
now can enjoy this position that we have—this prospect of future manifestation and adoption out there.   
The adoption in the passage is the redemption of the body.  We now can live as those that are alive from 



the dead.  We can take that position that we will have in the Ages to Come, and live right now as though 
it were a present reality; because it is a reality positionally. 
 
We can experientially, day by day, live our lives in line with the position that God has given us in Christ, 
that is, the position of full-grown sons.  As we live down here, we groan and travail in pain together with 
creation until now.   In other words, that promised kingdom, when the creation is liberated from the 
curse, hasn't come yet.   Why hasn't it come?   Because it has been interrupted.  The age of grace has 
interrupted the fulfillment of that prophetic program.  Therefore we groan along with creation, and we 
have a hope just like creation does.  We have the hope of the manifestation of our position in the 
heavens as the sons of God. 
 
He says we are saved by that hope.   He is not talking about being saved from hell.  He is talking about 
being saved from despair over the infirmities of this present time.  The sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared to the glory that shall be revealed in us out there [Ages to Come].   In other 
words, Paul says, when you get into your understanding, when you get into your soul, when you get into 
your mind, a clear grasp and understanding of the inheritance that you have in Christ—of that glory that 
is going to be revealed in us—when you fully understand that inheritance, and you utilize it properly, it is 
going to give you the capacity to endure down here—to wait out the sufferings down here.   Paul said 
that the things that happen to us down here are not even worthy to be compared with that.   That is, 
they don't even take up our time to consider them. 
 
The sufferings that we have down here because Christ leaves us here, the sufferings that we have for His 
sake, oppose us as circumstances befall us.   I mean look here folks, if you get sick and you get decrepit 
from old age and death strikes, has anything uncommon happened to you?  No.   There are hundreds of 
people every moment losing loved ones.  There are thousands of people every hour dying.  There are 
hundreds of people every hour getting in car wrecks, and being told they have cancer, and going under 
the knife, and having heart surgery, and having their kids disappoint them, and having all kinds of things.  
It is the natural course of life.   Do you suffer that?  When you do suffer the natural consequences of 
living in a corrupting society, God says:  “Hey, the reason that this is coming on you isn't that I am 
bringing it on you.  No, no, no.  You understand something, and know better than that.   
 
You are here not because I don't love you and want to take you to heaven.  I left you here to serve me.  
I left you here with something to do, and if you have to suffer a few little things along the way, you can 
wait it out, can't you?”  Sure you can.  Why?   Because you have that information about your inheritance 
out there that says:  Hey man, I can be tough, I can endure this present suffering, because that stuff out 
there just wipes this stuff off the board and makes it look like it is nothing.    
 
That mental attitude is what Paul is dealing with here.  As he concludes this section—chapters 6, 7, and 8 
in Romans—about our sanctification, about our sonship position, by saying:  Hey, our sonship privilege is 
something that ought to motivate you to a consistent walk in your life as a believer.   You ought to be 
consistently walking under grace; not living under sin, not living under the law, not living in the flesh, but  
walking under grace.  When you walk under grace, do you know what is going to happen?  You are going 
to have some problems in the world, individual circumstances are going to come at you, and the 
adversary is going to try to convince you that it would be better to do the other.   
 
When you have an understanding about our inheritance out there, and when you utilize that information 
properly, the sufferings and afflictions that come from either individuals, circumstances, or whatever, 
instead of tossing you to and fro, actually give stability to your life, because you understand why they are 
there.  You understand how God has equipped you to turn those things from burdens into blessings.    
 
Paul is going to go on now.  He has made the point in verse 18, and he illustrated it in 19-25.  Now Paul 
is going to tell you some other things about the helpful ministry of the Holy Spirit who comes along and 
helps us in the circumstances.   We have the information about our inheritance out there to motivate us 



to endurance.   He says, not only do you have that doctrine, but you have the helping ministry of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Romans 8:24-25 – “For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, 
why doth he yet hope for?  But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.”  
And the hope, the thing you are waiting for, is in verse 23 – “the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body.”  

 

Romans 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we 
know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself 
maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.  
(Through the word) 

“Likewise,” you have something that the Spirit of God is going to do.   What does He do?   He is going to 
make intercession with groanings which cannot be heard.  In other words, just like we groan in pain 
together, (verses 22 and 23), likewise the Spirit groans too.  And He is groaning in order to identify 
Himself with us, and to help us in our experience.  Likewise the Spirit also helps our infirmities.    
 
Let's talk about the infirmities just for a minute.   What are our infirmities?  He tells you in the verse.   
The Spirit also helps our infirmities for we know not what we should pray for, as we ought.   The 
infirmities that we have are just that.   You see, we don't know what we should pray for.  We pray with 
limited knowledge, and limited resources; we don't have complete knowledge about everything.   We 
have very incomplete knowledge.  We pray dumb, ignorant, stupid, incomplete prayers—can I say it that 
way?   It is kind of a hard way of saying it, but it is right.  And we have a problem:  we have limited 
knowledge.  The Holy Spirit comes and helps our infirmity, our problem, our weakness.  What does He 
do?   The Spirit itself makes intercession for us, He prays for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.   
 
You see, the groanings that the Holy Spirit prays for us are the things that we are unable to express.  
That helping ministry of the Holy Spirit making intercession for us, ought to tell you something.  
Gentlemen, that ought to tell you how deeply interested, and how personally involved in your life God 
Himself is; because the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Godhead.  God the Holy Spirit who indwells 
you is concerned that you pray correctly.   Gentlemen, God does not just give you a bunch of 
information, and say:  learn it, and go out.  He is there.   He is intimately involved and active in your life 
to the point that He makes intercessions for you when you don't even know what to pray for—with 
groanings that you could not express.  He is active, He is that deeply interested and personally involved 
in your life.  You don't need to forget about that, you need to learn to cry with the Spirit, “Abba Father.”  
You need to learn how to pray as He does.   Notice verse 27: 
 
In Romans 8:26 he says, “We know not what we should pray for as we ought.”  We pray dumb, stupid, 
ignorant, unintelligent prayers, and he said, “That’s okay, because he can do better than what you even 
would have thought about asking for.”  And even if you could have thought about the right thing to pray 
for, he is still going to do better than that.  That is wonderful! 
 
Do you know how you can prove that?  Let me prove it to you.  Here is the illustration – how many of 
you would have ever asked God to have sent his Son to die for you?  Would you ever ask God to do that?  
How many of you would have even thought about it?  Something that wonderful would have never even 
dawned on you would it?  You would have been over here trying to devise this and that and the next 
thing.  The princes of this world never even thought of that, and that is what he says in verse 10 – he is 
manifesting the manifold wisdom of God.  You see, that is the reason he says that he will do exceeding 
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abundantly above all that you ask or think.  His wisdom is just surpassing anything that you could 
imagine, and that is the measure whereby he has provided for you.   
 
Romans 8:26 – “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for 
as we ought.”  Now, is that an infirmity?  You better believe it is!  Do you know what you should pray for 
like you ought to, like you wish you did?  You know better than that!   
 
So, what happens?  You are just left to yourself, right?  No, he says, “The Spirit helps us!”  He comes 
along and pitches in and helps our problem.   
 
Continuing in Roman 8:26 – “but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot 
be uttered.”  That is a reference to the Holy Spirit’s advocacy on our behalf informing our petitions, and 
our prayers.  It reaches to the very deepest levels of our need because he talks there about the things 
that are inexpressible by us.   
 
 

Romans 8:27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God.  

You see, God searches our hearts as we pray, and He knows what in our prayers, is merely the 
expression of our fallible mind and understanding.  He knows what is the expression of the mind of the 
Spirit.  The Spirit prays.  You see, God the Holy Spirit knows why God the Father put you in the body of 
Christ, what He put you in the body to do, and He is down here in you to motivate you, and to empower 
you to do what it is that God put you in the body to do.  He knows what the will of God is, and He knows 
how to pray in tune with it; so He can pray in line with that, and give activity to your prayers.   That 
passage is a description of the mechanics of how prayer operates today.   
 
You have to pray, because it says that the Spirit helps our infirmities, it doesn't say that He does it for us.   
You and I are required to pray.  Help is somebody who comes along and gives aid in what you are doing.  
He doesn't do it for you, He doesn't do it instead of you, He does it with you, He helps you.  As you pray, 
there is that active ministry of God the Holy Spirit both to will and to do in your life, to be operative in 
your life, and to adjust your prayer life to make it match what God the Father is doing in your life.  Come 
with me to Philippians 4:6-7. 
 
Turn to Romans 8.  This is a very important passage in regard to the issue of prayer and edification and 
how prayer operates today.  Verse 26: “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities.”  One of the 
ministries of the Holy Spirit today is to help our infirmities –our weaknesses.  Continuing in Romans 8:26: 
“for we know not what we should pray for as we ought.”  Now you have infirmities and those infirmities, 
in this passage, refer to the issue of you not knowing what to pray for like you ought to pray for it.   
 
Did you ever have that experience?  You have that experience most of the time!  Therefore God the Holy 

Spirit has a ministry in your heart and in your soul: “we know not what we should pray for as we ought: 
but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.  And he that 
searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the 
saints according to the will of God” (Romans 8:26-27).  There is a supernatural operation of God the Holy 
Spirit when you and I pray.  See Ephesians 6:18. 
 
Verse 27 – “And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh 
intercession for the saints according to the will of God.”   
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You see, God the Holy Spirit knows your real needs.  Do you agree with that?  You do not always know 
what your real needs are, so you do not know what you should pray for.  So, lest your prayers be just a 
bunch of dumb, stupid, ignorant, self-directed, selfish prayers, you need to pray in the Spirit.  You need 
your prayers to be the prayers that are a work of the Holy Spirit.   
 
How do you get that?  You pray in obedience to the word of God.  What is that?  Is that walking in the 
Spirit?  You begin to pray, and as you pray, God the Holy Spirit begins to take that doctrine in your 
conscience and evaluate it.   
 
Remember when we studied all of that stuff about the conscience and all of that, and how important it is 
to understand the mechanism there?  Well the Holy Spirit begins to listen as your conscience, that 
thinking process, that system of norms and standards whereby you evaluate things, is fortified by sound 
doctrine and he’s evaluating your prayer.  You pray something and he says, “Wait a minute!  Why did 
you pray that?”   
 
You say, “Well, that is what I want!” 
And he says, “Yeah, but what right do you have to expect that?”   
See the big issue in prayer is What do you expect God to do?   
 
It’s okay to pray about that; he says to pray about everything.  But the reason to pray about everything 
is so that the standard, the conscience can evaluate what you are thinking about and say, “Now wait a 
minute!  That doesn't line up with the doctrine here.” 
 
So, now I have a choice.  I can try to have my own way, or I can conform to the doctrine.  So, I say, 
“Wait a minute!  I’ll bring that in line with the doctrine.”  So, I take that petition out, and I put a right 
one in. 
 
You see, I can‘t give you a concrete example because this is the way it works with every situation.  And 
you get outside of those things that are clearly the will of God that you don’t have to pray about it.  
There are a whole lot of things that you don’t need to pray about.  You don’t have to pray about getting 
drunk tomorrow, do you?  (Shake your head “no” please!)  You don’t have to pray about going out and 
stealing tomorrow, do you?  You don’t have to pray about lying about why you didn’t show up at work, 
do you?  No! 
 
There are certain things you just don’t have a problem with.  You know they are wrong, they are 
unscriptural, and you don’t have to pray about it.  But, then you get into that area where it isn’t quite so 
clear, and all of the sudden you don’t know.  God is not going to make all the decisions for you.   
 
Problems come in life and you have to make decisions, and you don’t know what to do.  So, you begin to 
pray.  And what do you do?  You pray with confidence.  Why?  Because you know that system of norms 
and standards, you know that God working in your soul through that word, is going to help you evaluate 
that stuff.  And as you evaluate it on the basis of the sound doctrine in your heart, you know that God 
the Holy Spirit is doing it.  That is a bold statement!  But, it is not you, or your self-will.  You put all of 
that aside.  It is God the Holy Spirit producing it, and evaluating it.  Then you confidently go through it.   
 
That is praying in the Spirit.  That is prayer being the energizer, putting the energy into that soldier so 
that he can take up that spiritual armour and wear it.  Turn to Philippians 4:6-7 
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Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according to his 
purpose.  

That expression “the called” is a description of people who have believed the gospel.  Come to Colossians 
3:12. 
 
That is our confidence:  all things work together for good to them that love God and to those who are 
called.   Ol’ Henry Grube used to call that the “soft pillow of the Bible” and that indeed is what that is.   
That passage is a very important passage to consider in your life.  It is an abused passage too, so look at 
it carefully.  We  know that all things work together for good—the “all things” in the passage are the all 
things in the context of the passage.   What is the context?  It goes back to verse 18.  The context is the 
present sufferings that we are experiencing as believers because of the grace of God to us.   In other 
words, we suffer; we are experiencing sufferings now because of the grace program that we are a part 
of.  Therefore, those sufferings will come upon us.  All these sufferings that he is dealing with in the 
passage here work together.    
 
Notice that it says that they work together for good, it does not say that they are good.  Notice that.  It 
says they work together for good—they produce good.   That word good there is important.   That word 
good means beneficial, helpful, profitable.  All these things that come into our lives—the various details 
and so forth—God now takes those things, mixes them together with His purpose in our lives, and causes 
those things to produce, or to be beneficial, or to be helpful in us who are called according to His 
purpose.  That is an important part of that verse—the all things become good, helpful, and beneficial 
when His purpose in us is accomplished.    
 
He is not saying, and the idea is not, that every detail that happens in our life, we right now are going to 
get good from them.   He does not say that the things that happen to us are good.   The suffering and 
the tribulation are bad as far as our experience is concerned, but he says they work together with God's 
purpose.  And when His purpose is completed, which is at the rapture, we look back and we say, “Hey, 
this stuff over here worked out for a benefit to us; it was profitable for me when I get out here.”   Do you 
know when you find whether something is profitable or not?  They call it the bottom line.  The bottom 
line is up here at the judgment seat of Christ, not down here in the middle of the walk.    
 
We know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them that are called according 
to His purpose.   God uses the things that happen because He leaves us here, and the things that happen 
in our lives because He leaves us here to serve Him.   A lot of things that happen in your life, you don't 
deserve—like just plain old undeserved suffering.  Just like creation, those things that just come because 
you are here:  the natural degeneracy of age, for example.  But there are other things that come into 
your life that you do deserve:  the natural consequences of wrong choices, wrong decisions.  God can 
take all of those things, (that is the key), and mix those things together with His purpose, so that they 
work something beneficial and profitable for you and for me at the judgment seat of Christ, when His 
purpose is accomplished.    
 
Notice who are called.  “To them that love God, to them that are the called according to his purpose.”  
Those are two ways of saying the same thing.   People that love God, people who are the called 
according to His purpose—two different ways of identifying saved people.  In 1 Corinthians 16:22, the 
Apostle Paul says that if any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, he is none of His.   When he talks about 
those that love God, he is talking about people that are saved people.  Saved people are those who are 
the called according to His purpose.  His purpose is identified for you in Romans 8:29. 
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His purpose there is the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus in Ephesians chapters 1 and 
3.   By the way, prothesis is the Greek word for purpose.  Do you remember another word that I gave 
you just recently like that word?   Do you remember the word uiethesis, the word for adoption?   What 
did it mean?   Uieos—son, thesia—to place or to put.  Put it together:  placed as a son.   Well this word is 
pro—before, thesia, to place.  The word purpose means to place before, and the root in the word is the 
same as the word over there in adoption—to place as a son.   You see, God planned before hand to place 
us as sons, to give us a glorified body, an inheritance with His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, before hand.  
God purposed that, and you are called according to His purpose to give you that position—that 
glorification and that inheritance in the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
You are called according to His purpose.   What Paul is saying is:  “Recognize that about yourselves.  
Recognize, in your service here, that you are called according to God's purpose.  View your present 
suffering in that light, and remember that nobody can damage God's purpose; nobody can stop what God 
is doing.  He is God, and you know what your calling is according to His purpose.”   When you view life 
as that, then you begin to see that all these things, (God lets things happens or takes the things, 
however you want to say it), He takes the things that happen in your life, and He turns those things for 
good.  He works them together for His purpose so that they become beneficial and profitable and helpful 
and good when His purpose is accomplished.   An illustration of this is a sculpture.   In verse 29, he says: 
 
Paul comes down to the end of chapter 8, and he does what he did back in chapter 5 after he discussed 
justification.   Do you remember that he talked about justification in chapters 3 and 4, and then in 5, he 
says:  “Wait a minute, this doctrine of justification, will it stand the test of time and eternity?”  Paul talked 
to you about your security, and he says:  “Yes it will, we rejoice in hope of the glory of God, and we have 
this access by grace, and nothing can bar us.”  And he says:  “By the way, we even rejoice now in 
tribulation.”   Paul talks about this present time not being able to negate justification any more than 
eternity future can.    
 
Well, that is what Paul is going to do here in Romans chapter 8.  He talks about your sanctification—how 
you can live a fruitful Christian life, and walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing—walk worthy of the 
position that you have.  Then Paul gets down to the end, and he says:  “Hey, this glorious position that 
you have in Christ will stand the test of present suffering also.  It will give you the capacity to endure.”  
And that is the issue when you get to verses 28 and following.   
 
You have been dealing with it since verse 18.  “and we know that all things...”  The all things are the all 
things in the context, which has to do with the sufferings of this present time that come from the grace 
that we have received from God.  We suffer because we are a part of the grace program.   The kingdom 
program hasn't come, so we have problems in the flesh now.   We groan and travail with the whole 
creation until now.   Paul says, “we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them that are the called according to his purpose.”   All these things, even the present sufferings, work 
together.    
 
Now, it says that they work together for good, it doesn't say that they are good; please remember that.  
It says they work together for good; that is, they produce good.  They work for good, they produce it.   
It is not saying that when suffering happens to you that it is good to suffer or that the suffering is good.  
It says that suffering is working a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.   
I say to you again, [refer to Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth chart] Christ dies on the cross and He 
ascends into heaven.  We, the body of Christ, are here, and one day He is going to come back over 
there, set up His kingdom, and take away all of the suffering and the groaning and so forth.   Christ will 
call us out, and we go will up here to the judgment seat of Christ in the air when He comes for us, and 
then go back out and take up the positions of rank and authority in the heavenly domain.   
 
This present suffering is not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us.  He says 
“all things”—everything that comes into your life—God mixes together with His purpose, and it produces 



good.  It does not say that those things are good, or that they are enjoyable, but the light affliction which 
is just for a moment, works for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory out there; so they 
work together for good.   
 
That word good is benefit, profit.  These things that happen to us are beneficial, they are profitable, they 
are good, they are helpful.  These things are beneficial when God's purpose is accomplished.  They work 
together for good to those who love God, that is saved people—those who are the called, according to 
His purpose.  You are participating in God's purpose that is being executed today—the purpose of 
forming the church, the body of Christ.   In order to form that body, He had to postpone the kingdom.  
He had to postpone the deliverance of creation from the bondage of corruption.   In order for Him to give 
you the ministry, and use you for His glory here, and form the body of Christ, you are going to suffer; if 
nothing else, just for the fact that He leaves you here.    
 
The bodily suffering that you experience now on the basis of having been left here, Paul says, is just light 
affliction which is but for a moment, and works a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.   The 
sufferings that you take now for Christ's sake, as you are serving the Lord, as you are walking in the 
Spirit, as you are doing what God gave you to do, and you get sick, work for you.  Now I am not talking 
about you getting out of the will of God and going out here and getting drunk, and getting in a car 
wreck, and somebody cutting your leg off.  You didn't get that for Jesus’ sake; you got that as a natural 
consequence of your rebellion and sin.   Now being sick isn't good, it doesn't feel good, and it causes you 
problems, and all the rest of that stuff.  But he says: hey, even that, God rewards you for out here.   It 
works.  It is producing something, so what do you do when sickness comes and you are serving God?  All 
of a sudden you look at it from a different view point.  You don't look at it like:  “Huh?  Why this?   Why 
me Lord?  What did I do to deserve this?”  Oh, don't ask that question, not you. 
 
You begin to say: “Hey, wait a minute, none of this stuff that is happening to me is going to stop God's 
purpose.  I am in God's purpose, and all these things that come on me and against me, trying to hinder 
and thwart what God is doing, none of them can, in fact don't, hinder.  They are going to make God's 
purpose out here even better, even more rich.  You see, your ace in the hole is that no matter what 
happens here, in the end, it is just glory for you.  And brother, if you need anything else up your sleeve, 
you are in the wrong game.  Look with me at 2 Thessalonians 2:16:  2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 
 
He says He calls saved people:  “them who are the called according to his purpose.”  There are three 
things:  foreknowledge, predestination, and calling.  We have not dealt with those things thoroughly, 
except foreknowledge.  Foreknowledge simply means to know something ahead of time, and it is whom 
he foreknew.  Who are the ones that He foreknew?  
 
I want to say something to you about that verse because I want to make sure that you understand what 
is going on here.  We know some things about what is going on in the world.  When we understand what 
it is that we are a part of, and what it is that God is doing that we are a part of, as we go on the basis of 
that knowledge and understanding of what God is doing, we know that all things work together for good.  
God mixes the things, the circumstances of our lives, together with His purpose that He is working in us; 
and as He does that, those things work out for good at the judgment seat of Christ when we get our 
inheritance.   
 
I want you to understand that that verse is not saying, and it doesn't mean, that everything that happens 
in our life is going to be good.  The charismatics sing that song: “Something good is going to happen.”  
Folks, a truck load of bricks might be fixing to fall on you.  The dude that popularized that song had a 
child die in an airplane crash.  I have his book in my office.  He was trying to reconcile that tragedy with 
the song.  Do you know what he did?  He threw his doctrine about “something good is going to happen” 
out the window, and he came to the place where he had to say:  God takes the afflictions and turns them 
to good. 
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But that isn't what the verse in Mark that he keeps quoting says, because those verses don't work today.  
God isn't doing those things today.  All you have to do is look at 1 Corinthians 4, and 2 Corinthians 2, and 
you know that everything that happened in Paul's life wasn't good.  When we discern the will of God 
based on agape love, we know that God is for us, that we are secure in Him, that we are a part of His 
purpose that He is working today, (something that can't be stopped, hindered, or thwarted), we know 
that we are going to endure.  Therefore we can endure, and those things that happen in life don't stop 
us. 
 
We don't know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit helps our infirmities.  Right there is a prayer 
that God the Holy Spirit put in the Book that doesn't come out.  But it is expressing the heart of the 
Apostle Paul.  That is the duality of inspiration:  the human side and the divine side.  The instruction 
there is, we don't know what to pray for as we ought.  But we do know that all things work together for 
good.  The idea is that as we walk, we walk on the basis of the knowledge that we have; and our 
renewed mind tells us that when we don't have the best knowledge.  There are some things that we 
don't know, so we do on the basis of what we know, make decisions, make our plans, and make our 
prayers; and as things come along, and reactions come, even the ones that we don't anticipate, God 
works those things together with His purpose in our lives, and God Almighty isn't defeated.   
 

He says in Romans 8:28, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God.”  
When he says that, he is talking about God taking these things and working them together so that the 
good is out there.   

 

Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren.  (Predestinated) (Destinate before hand)  

He is the first one born from the dead in the line of a whole bunch of people (both  those in the prophetic 
program and those in the mystery program) who are going to be born from the dead like him with 
immortal, glorified bodies – different glories, different stations - but children of the resurrection.    
 
The idea in verse 29 is that we are going to be made conformed to the image of His son.  What is that a 
reference to?   The resurrection—the redemption of the body back in verse 23.  It is a reference to 
getting a glorified body.   You see, when he talks about us being the “called according to his purpose”, he 
is saying that in the day that we receive our inheritance, in the day that we get our resurrected body and 
go stand at the judgment seat of Christ, these things down here that come along have turned out for our 
benefit up there in the heavenlies.    
 
The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in 
us.  God has fixed it so that these things down here in the present time—what would have been a 
hindrance and a problem—turn out to be a benefit, an advantage for us.  Now that puts an entirely 
different kind of a perspective on problems in life.   Do you see?  That kind of an understanding puts a 
perspective on problems here that gives you the ability to endure them.  In fact, you need not just 
endure them, but rejoice in them—thank God as you receive them, and say with Paul:  “Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”     
 
Those who are “the called according to his purpose”—notice the word called there.   We will get into that 
in a minute.    Let's go down through verse 29 and let you see the purpose there.   
 
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son.  That is 
talking about the resurrection body, but there is an issue there in life.   One time I was in Tennessee in a 
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meeting, and there was a wood sculptor in the meeting.   He goes out in the woods and cuts down trees.  
He will cut down a big stump, and start whittling with a wood chisel.  He made some of the most 
beautiful figures and furniture that I had ever seen.  I just couldn't get over that.  I asked him:  “How do 
you do it?” 
He said:  “What do you see there?” 
 
I said:  “Well, I see a piece of stump.” 
 
He said, “No.”  And then he began to tell me what he saw.  He saw the piece of furniture all carved out.   
He said:  “That is what I see.  I just cut away everything else.”   
 
You know, I thought, that is the way the Lord is; and that is the way that we ought to be.   Those things 
just come along, and they just chisel a little away here and chisel a little away there; and we say “Ouch, 
what do you mean by doing that?  Why are you doing that?”  We should say:  “Okay, praise the Lord, get 
rid of a little more.”   Hey man, that is the stuff that is going to be profitable for me up yonder, and you 
can't stop God's purpose.  Suffering and opposition—hey, they just work for me. 
 
Whom he did foreknow—this group of people, the body of Christ—He predestinated these saved people 
to be conformed to the image of His Son.  That is the reference to resurrection; it is a reference to the 
rapture, the conforming to His Son.   That is Philippines 3:20-21,  getting a body fashioned like unto His 
glorious body.  He is talking about a resurrected, glorified body.  Philippians 3:20-21 
 
“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son.”  Did we 
talk about that word purpose last week?   That word purpose is prothesis.  Do you remember the word 
uiethesis?  Do you see that the last part of both words is the same?   That word thesis means to place.   
Uieos is the word son.   When we talked about adoption, the word meant to place as a son.  This word 
means:  to place before.   Folks, God's purpose in the body of Christ is to take a bunch of people and 
place them as sons.  God has determined beforehand to do that with these people who are in the body of 
Christ.   God's purpose is that back here before the foundation of the world, God chose the church, the 
body of Christ, and He purposed to take that group of people, and conform them to the image of His 
Son, and place them in the heavenly places as absolute perfect reproductions of His Son.  God purposed 
to do that, and that is the purpose that God is accomplishing today, and that is the purpose that you are 
part of.  So when he is talking here about the purpose of God, he is talking about what God planned 
before:  to place us as sons, to glorify us, and give us an inheritance with His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
in the ages to come.    
 
You are “called according to his purpose,” in verse 28.  In other words, you and I are to recognize these 
things about ourselves.  We are to know who we are:  we are the called according to God's purpose.   
We are to recognize that about ourselves and we are to view our present situation in light of that; if it is 
suffering or if it is ease, whatever the situation is.   Frankly, in the United States right now, we don't go 
through a lot of suffering.  There may be a day when we do, but we have brethren all over the world 
tonight that are in tremendous straits, physically suffering for their faith.   If it is them in physical 
suffering or if it is us in relative physical ease, no matter what our situation, we are to look at ourselves 
circumstantially in light of the fact that we have been given a position of sons; and that is God's purpose.    
 
God didn't save us just to make us happy and wealthy and all this business down here, or to put us in 
physical comfort.  He put us down here to represent Him in light of what we are going to be up yonder.   
Nothing is going to stop that purpose.  Therefore folks, it pays to serve the Lord Jesus Christ right now, 
no matter what the cost; and if you have it easy right now, as most of us do, then you ought to use your 
liberty and your freedom not to satisfy yourself, not as an occasion to the lust of the flesh, not just to 
gratify yourself, but to equip yourself so that you can go serve Him better, and so that you can serve Him 
more, and you ought to be busy doing that now.   
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Verse 29 is going to demonstrate the security of His purpose—that is the purpose to put you up here as 
sons.   What is going on down here now, He is just going to work out that present suffering, (verse 18-
28).  He is just going to make it better out there, it is not going to hinder it, it is not going to stop it; it is 
just going to be better for us, and that purpose is secure.   Notice how he says it:  “for whom he did 
foreknow [the body of Christ] he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his son, that He 
[Christ] might be the first born among many brethren.”   Nothing is going to stop, nothing is going to 
thwart, nothing is going to hinder God's purpose.  Therefore folks, if God allows us to suffer now; if we 
have problems now; if we have this present suffering that verse 18 and following talks about; then it 
must be for our benefit, for our profit, for our good.  It isn't for our hindrance, because it isn't going to 
stop Him.   Now that ought to be an encouragement.   That is a consolation.  And good hope ought to 
comfort you, it ought to encourage you, and ought to stabilize you in faithful service to Him.    
 
There are some terms in verses 28 and 29:  foreknowledge, predestined and called.   This is some unique 
terminology that Paul uses here that has caused some people to have some real strange and kooky 
doctrines.  And we are going to spend some time next week dealing with some of those strange and 
kooky doctrines.   Tonight I am not interested in getting into the theological wrangling about it.  We are 
going to spend the whole class next week doing that, and “sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”  I 
want you to see what Paul is doing here tonight, because most people get balled up in the theology, and 
forget about the context.   What Paul is doing here, in these terms, is showing the method whereby God 
is going to accomplish His purpose; and He is demonstrating the surety of it.   He says first in verse 28, 
that we are called according to His purpose.   To be called means to be given an invitation.    
 
Come to 2 Thessalonians again.  When you are called, you are called by the gospel; you are called by the 
gospel that Paul preached.  2 Thessalonians 2:13.  2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 
 
Whom He did foreknow—whom He knew ahead of time.  And notice it says:  for whom He did foreknow, 
not what, but whom.   It isn't that God knew things, He knew you.   God knew you.  That ought to 
encourage you to know that God knew you, he foreknew you.   He foreknew that you were going to 
believe the gospel if you heard it.   I know a lot of people who don't like that kind of an idea; but you 
recall, I trust, I Corinthians 1:21, where Paul says “in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not 
God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.”   We will talk about the 
theology next week.  In the Bible, God's purpose is to save them that believe.   God knew you would 
believe if you heard the gospel.   Now that ought to be an encouragement to you in your ministry in the 
future.   God knows if one hears the gospel that he will believe, so do you know what God does?   He 
gets the gospel to the guy.    
 
Whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate.  Look at the word predestinate.  The English tells you, 
it is to set the destiny of something before hand.   Notice it is based on God's foreknowledge, the fact 
that He foreknew that you would believe the gospel when you heard it.   Predestination is based on the 
fact that God knew these people here [the Body of Christ, But Now] would believe the gospel.   There 
isn't any way to be a part of this group, [the Body of Christ], except believing the gospel.  That is how He 
foreknew you would believe the gospel.   These people who would believe the gospel, God fixed their 
destiny ahead of time.  He predestinated them to be conformed to the image of His Son.   That is a 
reference to resurrection.  That is Philippians 3:20-21, that Christ might be the first born among many 
brethren.  Get Acts 13 in one hand and Colossians 1 in the other and Hebrews 1, also.  Acts 13:29-33, 
Hebrews 1:5, Colossians 1:18. 
 
Do you see that word, foreknow?  Do you remember what I told you that word meant?  Progin sk --pro 
is before; gin sk  is just that good old Greek word meaning to know something—to recognize it, or to 
have knowledge of it.  Hense:  to know, to recognize, to regard something before hand; to know it 
before hand.   Progin sk  is exactly what our word foreknowledge means; it means to know something in 
advance.   At the very most it means to recognize or to regard something before hand, to be able to 
recognize it before hand.   
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In Calvinist theology, that word does not mean foreknow in the sense of recognize ahead of time.   Here 
is a book written by Calvinist theologians.  They change the meaning of that word, and they say the word 
means to love something, not just to be able to know it ahead of time, but that you love it before hand. 
The word, know, (ginosco), is often used in the sense of intimate acquaintance.   In fact, in passages like 
Matthew 1, it talks about Joseph and Mary, that he didn't know her, talking about sexual relationships, 
until after Christ was born.   That word there is the word ginosco—to know in that intimate way, to love 
her.    
 
In Matthew 7, He says depart from me I never knew you, the word ginosco.  Well, you know that He had 
knowledge of them.   God knows everybody that is on the Earth, but He didn't know him—He didn't have 
regard for him—that kind of thing.  So they say, okay, then the word foreknow has to mean love because 
the word know means more than just recognize and be acquainted with.  But the problem with that is 
folks, that the word foreknow and the word know aren't the same word.  Come with me to Acts 2:23, a 
verse that will help you kind of tie it down, and you can check other verses.  Acts 2:23 
 
The whole issue regarding Calvinism and Arminianism, by their own admission, boils down to:  Where 
does faith come from?   We talked about that last week, and I tried to show you that faith is a 
nonmeritorious system of perception.   It is a response to God, not a work for God; and as far as the 
Bible is concerned, faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.   Nobody believes anything 
that saves them, unless they believe the gospel, and the gospel comes from God Almighty.   When the 
gospel comes, and the Spirit of God brings the gospel, you can't do what one does, and what the other 
does.   The issue is that Word of God coming in, and, “the words that I speak unto you they are spirit, 
and they are life.” 
 
Now that issue about where does faith come from.  By their own admission, by the books that I had here 
last week and the one I read to you, where he basically said the issue is not:  does God foresee faith and 
choose somebody because He foresees it?  Sure God foresees faith.   The issue is, where did the guy’s 
faith come from to start with?   Now, like I said, there are all kinds of ideas.   I have a doctrinal 
statement here by a Calvinist group that I thought that I would read some of it to you.  I told you last 
time about the Westminster Confession saying that everything that happens on the earth, God did it.   
 
Here is a doctrinal statement talking about irresistible grace.  “On the basis solely of God's sovereign love 
for his elect, the Holy Spirit regenerates the elect, and causes them to believe.”   His work is irresistible 
and sovereign.  That is, God regenerates a person and then causes that person to believe.   Regeneration 
first, then with a new heart, you are able to believe.   Talking about limited atonement:  “This has to be 
taught withn all authority, the work of Christ secured absolutely nothing for the on-elect.”   In other 
words, a non-elect person gets absolutely nothing, no value at all out of the work of Christ at Calvary.  
And as far as God's Word is concerned, that is just pure nonsense.    
 
Now the one that I really wanted to read to you was this thing about sovereignty.   The Calvanists 
believe there is nothing in all of history that has happened, nor can happen, apart from God's explicit 
decree, and in accordance with His secret desire.   There is no detail that ever takes place in your life 
that does not happen except according to what God explicitly decreed would happen.   Everything that 
you do, God determined beforehand that you would do it, and it is all according to God's determination 
and decree.   Rebellion against the doctrine of the sovereignty of God is an evidence of unbelief.   I 
would agree with that if you define sovereignty in terms other than what they define it.   But all of a 
sudden you don't agree with me; you are not saved, and that kind of stuff—and that is where this 
business leads.  Now let’s talk about Romans 8:29. 
 
In other words, He predestined us to be conformed to the image of His Son, that Christ might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. 
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“For whom he did foreknow.”  The whom there, is obviously saved people.  He foreknew saved people.  
He foreknew believers, folks—He knew who would believe the gospel, and He foreknew them; it is that 
simple.   There isn't any argument about the fact that God foreknows who is going to believe, because 
everybody knows that God knows that.  God knows who is going to believe.  Calvinists, Arminians, or 
whoever, all agree with us that God foreknows who is going to believe.    
 
Now, how do you get into these other things?  Let’s talk about predestination.  “For whom He did 
foreknow, He also did predestinate.”   That word predestinate means exactly what it says.   It means 
predestinate:  to set the destiny ahead of time.  Pre—before hand, destination—to set the destiny 
beforehand, before time.  Notice what He says there: “whom He did foreknow,” (saved people), “He also 
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son.” 
 
God has predetermined that every person who is in the Lord Jesus Christ will receive a glorified 
resurrection body.  If you are in Christ, God has preset your destiny so that you are going to receive a 
glorified resurrection body.  You are going to get a brand new body made like unto His glorious body.  
God has determined to give you that.   “Moreover whom He did predestinate.”  He predestined you to be 
conformed to the image of His Son, and the predestined folks are the people in Christ who He 
foreknew—the people who are in His purpose, the people who are in His Son.   
 
My dear friend, God Almighty, in Time Past, looked down out of eternity past, and when God looked 
down, He looked at that cross, and He looked at the work of Calvary, and He saw people in Christ or out 
of Christ.   (God never determined to do anything with anybody that isn't in the Lord Jesus Christ.)  I am 
talking about the saved people.  He is going to work with them through Christ, and when He looks down, 
He sees the cross; and He looks at everything else in the light of that cross.  In Ephesians 1, you see it 
again, and you will see a little more about it.  Ephesians 1:4 
 
It is something that God did with the body of Christ, whom he foreknew.  He predestinated them to be 
conformed to the image of his Son.  He predestinated us to the adoption of children. 
 
At the rapture of the church (the body of Christ) Christ comes back and receives the church unto himself.  
The head of the body comes and receives this body, and when we are united at the rapture that one new 
man is completed – the head of the body eternally joined together in reality.   
 
And a new type of mankind has been created who will inhabit the heavenly places in the ages to come, 
and that is the issue.  That is the reason God breaks down the middle wall of partition between the Jews 
and the Gentiles.  He changes the dispensational structure in “but now” and puts Israel on an equal 
basis, and he does away with the advantage that they had in time past, and he reconciles them together 
through the blood of Christ.  He reconciles the believing Jew and Gentile together in one body, one 
spiritual organism.  He takes the two and makes one new man so making peace.  Ephesians 2:16-17 

 

 

Romans 8:30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: 
and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, 
them he also glorified.  (Glorified)  

Notice that the word “glorified” is in the past tense.  In the mind of God, it is an accomplished fact.  
There is nothing God has done for you, that as far as God is concerned, you can’t enjoy to the fullest 
right now because it is already yours.  That is “living under grace” and that is absolute, total victory. 
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How do we experience it?  How do we make it work?  The answer to that is found in Philippians where 
Paul is saying the same thing at an advanced level that he was saying to the believers in Romans at the 
basic level.  Philippians 3:3-4. 
 
The issue there is that Paul is saying that God has a purpose, and you are part of it.   God has purposed 
to give you the adoption, to put you in the position, and place you as sons.   God is going to do that, and 
there is nothing, not anything, that is going to stop Him.   The present sufferings down here are not 
going to stop Him.  You are in the grace program, a program of absolute total victory; and that is what is 
going to win.  And the purpose that God has for us cannot be thwarted even by present sufferings.  So 
do you know what we can do?  We can not be thrown and tripped up by the present sufferings; we can 
see those things for what they are.   God has turned them into things that we endure and get blessing 
and benefit out of.   Come with me to 2 Corinthians 4:15.  2 Corinthians 4:15-18 
 
“Moreover,” it is not just that He predestined and got the purpose, but He has been working.   “Moreover 
whom he did predestinate,” (this group of people in the Body of Christ), “them He also called.”   Hey 
folks, God predestinated this body of believers to get out there, but they don't just get saved 
automatically, He called them.  Listen people, it was no accident that you heard the gospel.  It was not 
just a lucky break for you that you heard the gospel.   God the Father called you based on His 
foreknowledge and sent the gospel out to you.  He called you by His grace, and whom He called, He 
justified, and whom He justified, them He glorified.   
 
Do you see that the word glorified is in the past tense there?   That is an interesting thing.   God says it 
has already happened.  You are already up yonder.   That is security.  That is why suffering just works to 
our profit, it doesn’t stop anything.   This thing is sure.   The mechanics of how it is going to be done are 
sure; they are all in God's hand, and God has made it sure.  And folks, what shall we say then to these 
things?   Boy, that is a good question!   Just say:  Glory to God, Hallelujah!    
 
Paul begins to ask some questions and give some answers to anyone that is going to object, and try to 
create unrest and discomfort in your mind, and come along and say:  “Yeah, yeah, but…”   
 
He says:  “Okay, lets ask some questions.”  What he does is bring up four different aspects of the 
character and the essence of God, to demonstrate that this thing is settled; so let’s not argue about it.  
“What shall we say then, to these things?   If God be for us, who can be against us?”   Listen man, if God 
is for you, who is going to stop it?   That is a reference to the power of God.   People, if God is for you, 
who is going to stop Him?  You have to get something bigger than Him.   That is like the old argument in 
science:  what happens when an immovable object meets an irresistible force?  That is an impossibility.  
Listen, God purposed; the power of God is there.    
 
Verses 29 and 30 are called by some people the theological links in the believer's security.  That is, they 
take the idea of a chain, and draw a link in a chain, and write in foreknow, (foreknowledge).  Then make 
the next link predestination, and the next link calling or election, the next link justification; and you 
develop a chain that gives security.  They say that each of those links is foreknowledge, predestination, 
calling, justification, and so on and so forth.   Notice in the passage, as I pointed out to you when we 
went through it, that there is the issue here where Paul is using some unique terminology to describe 
God's method of accomplishing His purpose, and the security of His purpose.  We saw that as we went 
through that passage that what He is doing there is, He is just ticking off how secure the purpose of God 
that we are a part of is.  So that thing has taken some time, and a theological system is developed on it.   
Often I have heard it described as the ladder of the believer's security, and the idea is that:   
 
First there is the foreknowledge. 
Second, predestination.   
Third, there is whom he predestinated, he called. 
Fourth, whom he called, he justified. 
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Whom he justified, he glorified. 
 
Who gets glorified?  Them that are justified.   Who gets justified?   Them that are called.   Who gets 
called?   Them that are predestinated.   Who gets predestinated?   Those whom He foreknew.   So the 
idea is, there is a ladder with rungs on it, and you can go from an ascending order or descending order, 
and see the purpose and the flow of what God is doing. 
 
The controversy theologically that develops over all this is called Calvinism and Arminianism.  These are 
unique terms that the apostle uses here:  foreknowledge, predestination, calling or election, justification, 
glorification; especially the issue of predestination, foreknowledge and election.   These things are 
debated by Calvinists and Arminians.   Not Armenians, that are some people from a country in Armenia.   
A man by the name of Joseph Arminius, was a Dutch seminary professor in the late 1500’s, and his 
followers in 1610 brought 5 articles of faith as a remonstrance.  That is a big fancy word for a protest to 
the Dutch church, the state church.  A counsel, (or a synod), was called, and that synod was called in 
order to debate this issue.  What they did in the Synod of Dort is they rejected the 5 points of faith that 
the Arminius followers put forth, and they adopted the 5 points of what they call Calvinism.   So there is 
a 5 point system known as Calvinism.  
 
John Calvin, of course, was one of the reformers.   These systems go way back before Calvin and 
Arminius.   Calvin's system is taught by Augustine, 1000 years before his time.   The Arminian position 
was taught, and goes way back too.  It was not something brand new.    But if you want to understand 
Calvinism, you take the word TULIP—it is called “flower power.”   
 
T Total Depravity, or as we called it a minute ago, and which a lot of the them mean, total inability. 
Now there is a difference between inability and depravity, but the extreme Calvinists use this term:  
 total inability.  The moderates would use depravity.   They both use the term, but they use 
different meanings. 
U The U is Unconditional Election. 
L The L is Limited Atonement, or what is called particular redemption, and that is a bad term.  The 
best term to use is limited atonement. 
I The I is Irresistible Grace. 
P The P is the Perseverance of the Saints. 
 
You can do all kinds of things with the other side.  I have a friend in Buffalo, New York who sent me a 
tape where he was talking about this.  He said that what the Bible teaches is not TULIP, but is ROSE; and 
he had a little thing for the R and the O and the S and the E, and I thought, well, that is good.  That is 
flower power and more flower power.   You get all kinds of ideas, but the point is that you get the 5 
points.    
 
The Arminian view opposed total depravity.  They set forth the idea of free will.   That is, that a man has 
a free will.   The Calvinists say no, he doesn't have a free will; that his will is incapacitated; it is unable to 
function freely.  In answer to unconditional election, the Arminian view is conditional election, the exact 
opposite.   In answer to limited atonement, they propose an unlimited atonement; that is, that Christ 
died for everybody.  Irresistible grace means that when God decides to save you there isn't anything that 
you can do about it, it is irresistible.  The Arminian position is that the Holy Spirit can be effectively 
resisted, so there is resistible grace. 
 
The Arminians believe in falling from grace, that is, losing your salvation.  The Calvinist position on the 
perseverance of the saints is that the saints will persevere, they won't stop, but they will go to the end. 
 
Those are the basic arguing points for Calvinism and Arminianism.  I want to show you how confusing 
this stuff is, and how the debate goes; because what these guys do is they take some of these 
theological terms in the Bible, and develop theological systems around them.  Notice that there is no 



Bible term in TULIP at all, not a one.  The only one that I even read to you was free will—that is a Bible 
term, and falling from grace is found in the Bible.   The problem with falling from grace is that the 
Arminians use it improperly.  But that is as close as you get to any Bible terminology.  T.U.L.I.P. is all 
theological terms; so you get all kinds of ideas and positions.    
 
I am not going to worry too much about the Arminian position, because it was rejected; and I ought not 
worry too much about Calvinism either, because it ought to be rejected.   I want you to understand that 
there are people that are going to watch this tape; (perhaps some of you sitting here), that are going to 
be either a strong Calvinist or a strong Arminian.   I hope you will be neither a Calvinist nor an Arminian.  
That is the proper position to have, because neither Calvinism nor Arminianism is sufficient to deal with 
what the Bible teaches about the subjects.   
 
But fellows, people get real mad about this issue real quick.   If you want to get a fight started, there are 
three things to talk about:  water baptism, where the body of Christ began, and election.  You can get it 
going with equal gusto on any of those three things; I realize that I am talking about fighting information 
here.   I want you to understand that you don't have to believe what I believe.  I have never required 
that.  I do require on exams, that you give me back the information that I give you.   I assume that you 
are in this class because you have some desire to understand what I say.   My purpose is not to just go 
out and assimilate a lot of information, read a bunch of books, and then come in here and tell you what 
everybody in the world says.   You can go read the books, and find out what they say.  Let them talk for 
themselves; I am going to talk for myself.   
 
You may not understand some of this when you get through.  Listen, you can study this stuff for years 
before you come to a conclusion.   Don't just go parrot what you hear somebody else say.  Wait until you 
see it in the Scripture and get enough information, and do what we have talked to you about.   A lot of 
times you get something, and you don't see it, you don't understand it.   Be patient and wait a while.   
You don't have all the information in your soul yet, you don't have all the knowledge that you need to 
get, or all these things worked out yet.   Give yourself the benefit of the doubt, and remember that you 
don't have all the information.  You are going to get it, you are going to store it up, so just get the 
information the best you can now and wait.    
 
I want you to understand this:  I am neither a Calvinist nor an Arminian.  If you are a Calvinist, you 
require me to be a Calvinist or an Arminian.  These theologians require you to be either one or the other.   
I am saying to you that I am neither a Calvinist, nor an Arminian.  That is the way to be.  The reason 
that I am that way is that these things are theological systems. 
 
Let me show you how confusing that can get.   Here is John Calvin's Institutes of the Christian Religion.  
In Volume 3, Chapter 20, Mr. Calvin says this:  “As Scripture then clearly shows, we say that God once 
established by His eternal and unchangeable plan, those whom He long before determined, once for all, 
to receive into salvation; and those whom, on the other hand, He would devote to destruction.” 
 
Do you understand what he is saying?   He is saying that God in eternity past had a plan; and God in 
eternity past chose some people for salvation, and chose some other people for destruction.   He is 
saying that these people up here God chose to salvation; and these people down here, God chose to 
burn in the lake of fire—John Calvin says He chose them for destruction.   
 
“We assert that with respect to the elect,” (and that is these people up here that He would call the elect), 
“this plan was founded upon His freely given mercy, without regard to human worth, but by His just and 
irreprehensible but incomprehensible judgment,” (Listen) “He has barred the door of life to those whom 
He has given over to damnation”—these people down here.  Do you know what he is saying?  He is 
saying that God in eternity past fixed it where these people up here are going to get saved; He loved 
them.  Jesus Christ died at Calvary to save these people.  The Spirit of God came, the Word of God is 
given, and you have the Book just for these people up here.    



 
These people down here, he says, God hated them, and God determined that they would go to hell; and 
He fixed it where these people down here cannot get up yonder; He barred the door and they cannot get 
up there.   Christ didn't die for them, the Spirit of God won't spend any time with them, the Word of God 
won't mean anything to them.  They are just as good as in hell with the door shut; all they’re waiting for 
is the time to come.   God doesn't love them, God hates them.   God loves these people up here.   Christ 
died for these people up here; these are the ones He calls the elect.   
 
Now this is important to understand.  He says all this took place back here in eternity past.   Nothing that 
happens in time, in here, [But Now] has anything to do with changing this back here.   It is all fixed and 
predetermined ahead of time.   That is Calvin, right out of his own mouth. 
  
Student comment:  “You could take the Scriptures that say that Christ died for “many” and use them to 
prove that.  There is Scriptural background, and there are ways that he could twist that.” 
 
That’s exactly right.   The point you are making is that you can take the verses that say He died for 
many, and we have already talked about the Dispensational answer to that, and that is the reason that I 
am not a Calvinist, nor an Arminian.  I am a Dispensationalist.  There is a difference, and you are not 
going to be a Dispensationalist and a Calvinist; or a Dispensationalist and a Arminian, because what these 
guys do, and the way they arrive at their conclusions is by totally and completely ignoring dispensational 
truth, along with the Word of God in general.  1 Timothy 2:4 
 
There are a couple books that I want to recommend to you before we go on.   One is called The Gospel 
and It's Ministry, by Sir Robert Anderson, put out by Kregle.  He deals with the issue of election, faith, 
and so on, in a way that you can understand, and I know you will profit from.  Then there is a book 
entitled Divine Sovereignty and Human Freedom, compiled by Samuel Fische, put out by Loizeaux 
Brothers.  We have both these books, and you can get them here.  Those books will give you a 
compilation of a large quantity of information about this issue.   Divine Sovereignty and Human Freedom 
gives you a great deal of information about verses that you would want to talk about, and it goes 
through them.   If you will have those books, and sit and read them sometime, you will be greatly 
helped.   I don't endorse everything in them, but I just say that they are good for you to read.    
 
Now, what about all this?   Well, there are basically two fundamental issues in the Calvinism/Arminian 
dispute, and those two fundamental issues are right here in Romans 8.  That is the reason that I bring all 
this up.   First of all, there is the issue of depravity; and then there is the issue of foreknowledge.   
Depravity and foreknowledge—the nature of man and the nature of God:  that is very basic, and very big 
and broad subject matter.  But that is where these two issues really find their root, and the debate finds 
its source.    
 
Understand that the issue in glorification is your resurrected, glorified body.   Understand that the issue 
in justification, (heaven knows we have been over that enough in chapters 3, 4, and 5, and we need to 
go back and deal just a minute with this issue about being called), is election.  In verse 28, he says: 
 
The issue in predestination is having your destiny set ahead of time.  I realize that the Calvinist and the 
Arminian thinks in terms of eternity; but there is something important for you to see here.   Usually the 
terms predestination, election, foreknowledge, and foreordination, are used interchangeably.   But to 
have something’s destiny fixed ahead of time, the Calvinist looks at it like this:  he says that God, in 
eternity past, chose certain people for salvation, and certain people for damnation.  He says that that was 
God's sovereign choice, and God made that choice based on things in Himself, not based on anything in 
the person.  God chooses those people for salvation, and these people for damnation.  He loves those 
people, and he hates these people.  In other words, He doesn't love these people, He hates them; and 
he loves those people.   
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Jesus Christ came and died for those people.  The Spirit of God, and the Word of God, are for the benefit 
of all those people up there.  These people down here, according to that doctrinal statement I read a 
minute ago, are not affected one bit by the benefits of that stuff up there.  They are going to go to hell, 
and that is all there is to it.  The people that were not chosen are going to burn in the lake of fire, and 
they don't have any choice in the matter; it is just done, and that is it.  It was all done by God in Time 
Past. 
    
The Calvinists are saying that the destiny of both these people and those people, is predetermined back 
here by God.  It is all predetermined back there in eternity past.  I want to say this to you: what that 
system teaches, and the validity of it is just what I am doing to it on the board.  [erasing]  There is no 
validity in it.    
 
The term predestination in your Bible is used 4 times:  twice in Romans 8, and twice in Ephesians 1.  In 
both passages, it is a term that is used to describe saved people, not unsaved.   Predestination is 
something that involves saved individuals only.   God has determined that saved people will get a certain 
destiny.  God has determined that saved members of the body of Christ are going to get a certain 
destiny.   
 
The people that He predestined, He also called.  In order to get them into Christ, He called them.  He 
invited them to be a part of that program.  That word called—kaleo—is a Greek word that simply means 
to invite, to call.  The church, ekkletos, (ekklesia, is the same word), ek is out and kletos is called:  it is 
called out; and it means to call, to summon, to invite.    
 
In theology, they have all kinds of callings.  They have a general calling that everybody gets, and then 
they have an effectual calling that you can't resist.  I have a book in the study by a guy from the 
Christian Reformed church, where he is calling the Reformed Church guy a hyper-Calvinist; and they are 
arguing back and forth about the “well-meant offer.”  That is their term.  The name of the book is Hyper-
Calvinism, and you are either a hyper-Calvinist or you are not.   Why aren't you?  You are willing to go 
out and give a “well-meant” gospel offer.  That is, you are willing to go tell people without knowing 
anything about them, to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved.  You are willing to go preach the 
gospel to anybody.  The hyper says you can't do that.  You have no right to tell that man that he can be 
saved, because you don't know if he is one of the elect or not.    
 
Well, what is the evidence of the elect?  This doctrinal statement that I read here a minute ago, says the 
evidence of being one of the elect is the regeneration of the Holy Spirit.  In other words, the guy comes 
and evidences a regeneration of the Holy Spirit; they don't say what that is, but I take it to be faith.  Well 
how are they going to have faith if you don't preach the gospel to them?  You can't preach the gospel to 
them until he has the evidence, which is faith.  I mean, I can understand why the guy doesn't preach the 
gospel to anybody.   I'd sit home too if that is what I thought.  The thing is, election is very 
misunderstood.  Now come with me to Mark 13:20, and notice the definition of election.  Get a Bible 
definition here.  Mark 13:20 
 
God Almighty, before the foundation of the world back here, [Time Past] foreknew the body of Christ out 
here [But Now], purposed to call it, and purposed that the body of Christ would share the glory of His 
Son, and the glorification that belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ.  He purposed that these people in here 
[But Now] have that glory.  1 Corinthians 2:7 
 
God Almighty has a purpose to glorify the body of Christ, and He says that we are vessels of mercy, 
which He had afore prepared unto glory.  Folks, just as God Almighty delayed Israel's inheritance in the 
past, because He had foreknown those who were going to come in the future—He foreknew that there 
were some folks in Israel's future that were going to come, (beyond Moses)—and He foreknew that He 
was going to call them, and in order to show mercy to them, he delayed Israel's inheritance until they 
were called; just as God had a purpose in Time Past to make His name great and magnify His name 
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among the Gentiles, and therefore also delayed Israel's inheritance to accomplish that; so it is today, that 
God Almighty has some vessels of mercy, some people who He has foreknown, on whom He is 
determined to show mercy, and who He has determined will share the glorification of His Son.   
 
God has a purpose, so God has delayed the whole thing again.  He has delayed Israel receiving her 
inheritance once again, because He has some Gentiles that are going to be called during the dispensation 
of grace that He has foreknown, and fore prepared to receive the glory that belongs to His Son.  God has 
a purpose.  So the inheritance to Israel is delayed in order to extend mercy and accomplish another 
purpose first.  That principle is in operation today.  It operated back there, and now He is doing it with a 
secret purpose in here.   
 
And Paul is saying:  Hey, God is fair, He is right, and He is only operating on the basis of what He has 
operated on all along.  And today He is showing mercy to some people—the Gentiles—whom He has 
called, not of the Jews only, but also the Gentiles.  He is showing mercy to us who didn't deserve any 
mercy—vessels of wrath—and accomplishing a purpose:  that His name might be magnified among the 
Gentiles as it is today.  One day that purpose will be accomplished, and He will take us out.  In Romans 
9:22-24, Paul deals with the issue of the body of Christ—us.   
 
The people that God determined to do this with, he executed their salvation program in its entirety.  But, 
I want you to understand that it is a term that always refers to saved people, believers.  It is never a 
term that is used to describe God predestinating one person to heaven and another person to hell.  It is 
always a term that is used to describe God’s purposes with saved people.  Ephesians 1:5 
 
Have you been glorified yet?  The verse says that you have.  It is past tense, isn’t it?  Well, you haven’t 
got it yet, but it is as good as already having it.  Do you know why?  It’s because of God the Holy Spirit.  
He is the down payment, and he is the earnest, the guarantee that it is going to be there.  You don’t 
have it yet, but you as good as have it!  And the only reason you don’t have it is because he is 
completing the body of Christ; and because he has to complete the body of Christ first, he delays his 
purpose in taking us out until the whole body is saved and ready to be raptured out.  That last one gets 
in and out we go!  Until then it is in prospect, and that Holy Spirit that we have, (the Spirit of God, the 
Spirit of Christ), is called the Spirit of adoption.  He is the one that guarantees our inheritance and the 
one that makes that a reality in our life is ours now making that future position that we will have out 
there a reality to us right now.  Romans 8:15  

 

God's Everlasting Love 

Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, 
who can be against us?  

Now he says:  “Who is going to be against us?”  If God is for you, it doesn't make any difference who 
else is against you.   Do you know what we do?  We talk ourselves into discouragement and defeat so 
easily.   Paul said: “Hey, you are part of God's program; God is for you.  A little suffering isn't going to 
stop that.”   I learned years ago a formula for depression that I have used through the years in the 
ministry.   Let me give it to you.   You take an obstacle, some kind of an offense:  injury, insult, rejection, 
whatever it is.  You add to that your response, which is always anger.  You are hurt, you are angry, you 
have been injured, you have been insulted, you have been rejected; and you respond in anger.   Anger is 
a good response, it is a healthy emotion, it is not sinful necessarily.  It is how you handle it, where you 
direct it—that decides whether it is sinful.  You respond in anger.   Paul says:  “Be angry and sin not.”  
You can handle anger without sinning.   The way you do that is to channel the anger—it is a motivating 
emotion—you channel it at the problem, not at the person.    
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Now what our sinful nature does is get mad at the person, and channel the anger at the person that has 
insulted or injured or rejected us, and defend ourselves.   So what do we do?  We take the insult, injury, 
rejection, opposition, problem, obstacle, and we add anger; and instead of focusing the anger on the 
problem, we multiple it by self pity; and that equals depression.   If you take self pity out of the formula, 
you won't have the depression, and you will get some answers.   
 
But we put self-pity in there:  “He didn't have the right to do that to me.”  And you begin to feel sorry for 
yourself and you either blow up or you turn inward.  That is the way that people handle anger the wrong 
way.  It is either clam up or blow up, and you either turn inward when you do that, you begin to brood 
and become resentful, and that old root of bitterness gets you, and pretty soon you are not good for 
anything; or you just blow up and splatter yourself all over.  But the problem in that thing is self pity, and 
Paul is saying:  “Hey, let me show you how to get rid of all that self pity.  There is nothing to pity yourself 
about.  Look what you are in for, you have an ace in the hole.  There is glory in the end, and if anything 
happens to you, it is just going to make that glory all the better; it is not going to stop it.” 
 
Folks, every time something good or bad happens, every time you experience suffering or whatever, 
even these things, these difficulties, these undeserved sufferings that he talked about in the passage 
before this verse, all of these things are productive.  They produce in our lives.  They do not produce 
bitterness in our life like they did before we got saved.  They produce a recognition that we are involved 
in what God is doing today.  We are a part of God’s program, and now we can respond to the 
circumstances and the situations around us.  We can respond understanding that we are a part of what 
God is doing, and nothing is going to thwart what God is doing.  Therefore, these things can drive us to 
him.  And they cause us to look at what he is doing and not at the circumstances out there.   
 
When bad circumstances or difficulties come, most people look out there and try to say this or that about 
the circumstance.  And they say that God is working in this and God is working in that. 
 
I heard a guy on the TV or the radio.  This person called the Moody station and asked, “Does God kill 
people in order to teach you a lesson, or is it a trial?”  And I thought, “Oh, what a question!”  God does 
not kill people to try to teach you a lesson.  What kind of a God do you worship?  Imagine God going 
around killing someone.  He kills your daddy so he can teach you a lesson.  Why, good night nurse!  That 
is nothing short of blasphemy.  That is what the heathen believe.  They do not know a thing about God.  
God does not go around making people sick, so they can learn something.  I mean, God wrote a book for 
you to learn something.  God does not go around bankrupting people to make them learn something, or 
test them.  Those things do happen in life.  Don’t they?  Do people die?  Do they get sick?  Do people go 
bankrupt?  Can you die?  Can you get sick?   
 
Those things are the natural calamities of a sin-cursed world.  And when those things happen in your life, 
you can either fall to pieces and go crazy, or you can have those things take your eyes off of 
circumstances and put your eyes on what God is doing, and rest your confidence in what he is doing.   
 
What is he doing today?  He is forming the Body of Christ – raising up a testimony through the ministry 
of the Body of Christ.  Therefore, he can take these things in you and then build an appreciation of what 
God is doing.  And you can see his purpose, and see that the whole issue is his purpose and that nothing 
is going to thwart what he is doing.  And, that can make you grateful.  All these circumstances come 
along, and you mix his purpose in there, and you say, “These things aren’t going to overcome what God 
is doing.”  And that can give you confidence and gratitude, right?  That’s fantastic! 
 
Come over to James 1.  There is a fascinating little set of verses there about thanksgiving.  James 1:2-4 
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Romans 8:32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for 
us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?  

1 Corinthians 1 has an interesting verse in this regard: (1 Corinthians 1:25) 
 
Do you see how the death of Christ demonstrates the power of God?  There is nothing his power cannot 
overcome. 
 
That is a reference to the grace of God.   Folks, if God didn't spare His own Son, but handed Him over for 
you, how shall He not willingly, freely give us all this up here?   Do you think if God turned His Son over 
in order to save you, that He would hold anything back?   What is more valuable than His Son?   You 
know what he is saying; he is saying:  “You have this thing by grace, and brother, you are going to get 
that up there by grace too.”   Your life operates on the basis of grace.   Now watch the justice of God 
come into play.   Verse 33.   
 
When I read that verse, I think of that commercial that they used to have on television about Alkaseltzer 
– the one with the guy sitting on the bed with his head hanging down saying, “I can’t believe I ate the 
whole thing!”  That’s it!  If God “spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him (in Christ) give us all things?”  You have all spiritual blessings in Christ because God did 
everything for you there, and everything is in him.   
 
 Romans 8:32 – God freely delivered him up for us all.  If he did that, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things?  But Christ willingly gave, (surrendered himself), to do the will of the Father.  He 
gave himself an offering. 
 
An offering is something that they had to willingly bring.  It is the thought of yielding – the dedication of 
his life to the will of the work of the Father.  Christ just willingly gave himself.  When you bring an 
offering, that is something that you just freely give.  You don’t have to give it, but you just give it.   
 
I wish there was some way that I could communicate to you the depth of what Paul is talking about here, 
about how much Jesus Christ values and esteems you to the point that he just freely surrendered himself 
up.  He freely offered himself, and he is offering himself to God for us.   
 
His sacrifice for us was not to please us, but it was to please God the Father.  God the Father chose us – 
he fixed his love on you, and he desired you.  But, without the sacrifice to pay for your sins, it couldn’t 
be; so Christ willingly, (freely), just surrenders himself to do the will of God.  He offers himself up to God 
as a sweetsmelling savour; and God takes it in, and it just completely satisfies him.  And the benefit of it 
is mine.  Hebrews 10:5-7 

 

Romans 8:33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is 
God that justifieth.  

The source of justification is God Almighty.  He is the one that declares us righteous.  I can’t declare you 
righteous and you can’t declare yourself righteous.  God is the one who has to do it. 
 
Who is going to charge you with anything?   It is God that justifies.  That is grace.   Who is going to 
charge you?   If somebody comes along and says you are not good enough to obtain an inheritance, he 
says:  “Hey, God justified you.  You know what God says, you can't argue with God.   As far as God is 

concerned, you are just as righteous as the Lord Jesus Christ is.”  Has that sunk in yet?    
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Paul said:  “Let this mind in you which was also in Christ Jesus who being in the form of God, thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God.”  Do you know what Jesus Christ thought?   He said:  “I am as 
righteous as God is, I am God.”   You are not God, but you are in Christ, and you have been made the 
righteousness of God in Him.  You are as righteous as He is, and He tells you to remember that.   Think 
about that.  Before God, you have a completely adequate standing.   God Almighty considers you as 
righteous as Jesus Christ; and therefore you deserve, and are worthy to receive everything that Jesus 
Christ receives.     

 

Romans 8:34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea 
rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who 
also maketh intercession for us.  

Who is going to charge you with anything?   I mean, it is God that settled it; that is how God looks at it.  

The justice of God is not going to listen to any charge laid against you.   Who is he that condemeth?   
Somebody is going to come along and say:  You did so and so, so you don't deserve it; you did 
something unworthy; you are disqualified.   Paul said, “It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen 
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.”   You see, Christ died, 
and is raised again.    
 
The propitiatory sacrifice of Christ settles forever the issue with God, and it is settled.  It is eternally 

effective, folks.   The fact that He rose again and is seated at the right hand of God Almighty making 
intercession, makes His sacrifice at Calvary eternally and forever effective.  How do you know?   As long 
as He stands there, all you have to do is point to Him; because as soon as your payment is not effective, 
He has to die again.   As long as He is up, He is the receipt—paid in full.    
 
When Paul talks about Christ making intercession for us, the idea is that He is eternally committed to our 
cause; and as long as He is there, He is the answer to every accusation that could ever be made against  

us.    If somebody tried to re-condemn you, look at Him.   People you can never be disqualified and 
condemned again.   The justice of God, (I hope you get a hold of that.), is on your side.  Why?   Because 
God has justified you, because Christ has died, because He is eternally effective.   Verse 35.   Now here 
comes the love of God. 

 

Romans 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword?  

He is saying:  “Look how much God values and esteems you.”  Look how much Christ values you and 
esteems you in spite of the various ways that tribulation can come.   Tribulation, distress, persecution, 
famine nakedness, peril or sword:  those are all the different ways that trouble can come.  In spite of all 
that, look how much Christ values you. 

 



Romans 8:36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; 
we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  

Folks, he said we are suffering, but we are not suffering because we are separated from the love of God, 
we are suffering because we are under the love of God.  Do you get that?  For thy sake are we killed.   
This present suffering doesn't mean that God is mad at us.  It means we are in the purpose and God is 
using us and doing something with it.  Come to 1 Thessalonians 3:2.  1 Thessalonians 3:2-3 
 
Folks, he said we are suffering, but we are not suffering because we are separated from the love of God, 
we are suffering because we are under the love of God.  Do you get that?  For thy sake are we killed.   
This present suffering doesn't mean that God is mad at us.  It means we are in the purpose and God is 
using us and doing something with it.  Come to 1 Thessalonians 3:2.  1 Thessalonians 3:2-3 

 

Romans 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us.  

In all these things, in all these problems, in all these sufferings, and all the difficulty, in whatever it is, 
blessings, or whatever; we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us.   Did you know that 
blessings and prosperity can be a curse?  For example, that dude that couldn't quit drinking—put him in 
the penitentiary, and they'll stop him.   There is no victory in that.   The only time that he has victory is 
when he can sit across the table from a bottle of Seagram 7 and a Smirnoff, look them in the face, and 

just turn and walk away—that is when he has victory.  Prosperity sometimes can be a curse.    
 
Paul said, whatever the situation, we are more than conquerors.  We don't just beat it, we rule over it.   
Those things turn into blessings to us.  We didn't just beat them down, we turned them into things that 
turn out to reap blessings and benefits in our lives; and these sufferings get us rewards up yonder.  “Nay, 
in all these things we are more than conquerors.”  We come out stronger because we have been in the 
battle.   How are you more than conquerors?   Through Him that loved us.    

 
You see God's value and esteem for you being confirmed to you down here?  You see who you are?  You 
see the program that you are in?  You see how much He values you and esteems you?  So you know that 
if there are problems and sufferings that come along, and tests and trials, it is not because He doesn't 
love you.  It is not because He doesn't have your best interest at heart.  It is because He does.   They 
are not hindering His purpose.  They are helping it, why?   Because you know the value and esteem He 
has for you; you know the program you are in.  “I am persuaded,” Paul said. 

 

Romans 8:38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come,  

Romans 8:38 – “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come.”   
 
Now, notice what he says.  He is listing some things that cannot separate you from the love of God that 
is in Christ Jesus.  He says, “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
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principalities.”  Then I know something!  I know that an angel is not a principality, and a principality is 
not an angel.  How do I know that?  I know that because he lists them separately.   
 
You say, “I thought angels were principalities.”  No!  A principality is a position of rank and authority.  
Today, the principalities are occupied by angels.  In eternity future, they are going to be occupied by the 
members of the church (the body of Christ) in the heavenly places, and by the saints of the most high 
God (Israel) in the earth.   
 
But, the angels are the creatures that occupy a position of rank and authority known as principalities, and 
these others also.  It is like this – Ronald Reagan is the president of the United States.  Now, if you have 
been watching TV this week, you see a fellow on the news that was also once the president of the United 
States.  But, he is not the president anymore.  But, he was at one time.  He filled the office at one time.  
The presidency is an office, and a man is in the office for awhile, and then he is out of it.  And he does 
not occupy the office anymore.  You have the prestige of having done it (you had the position) but you 
do not have the power anymore.  And when you are in the presidency, you are “Mr. President”.  And 
when you are out of it, you are just “Mr. Whoever You Were”.  The principalities (the top ruler) is the 
supreme commander in a territory, in an area.   
 
Now, the universe is divided up into twelve sections, twelve different spheres of operation.  And each one 
of these spheres has a supreme commander, and each one of those supreme commanders will compare 
with the four and twenty elders in Revelation 4.  The number twelve in the bible is the number of 
governmental perfection.  And it is Israel’s number, because Israel is the nation that produces 
governmental perfection in the earth.  And each one of the twelve tribes will function over one of the 
twelve divisions.  And there are twelve divisions on the earth, politically, in the kingdom.   
 
Deuteronomy 32:8 says that he is going to divide the earth according to the number of the children of 
Israel.  And each one of the tribes will have a section of that earth to rule over.  Each one of the tribes 
will have one of the twelve apostles ruling over them.  It has to do with governing and the authority over 
the planet. 
 
Well in like manner, there is the structure of the heavens.  And each one of those positions in the 
heavens has a principality.  His function is to rule over that area.  One of those areas in the book of 
Daniel was called the “prince of Persia”.  And another one was called the “prince of Grecia”.  Then there 
is the term “power”, and you know that term from Romans 13:1 

 

Romans 8:39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  

Those things that he listed:  death, life, angels, principalities, powers, things present, things to come, 
height, depth, creatures—they are references to those creatures that operate in the heights and the 
depths of the universe, (as in Ephesians 6), that oppose what we are doing, and what our program is 

today.   He is talking about the opposition, and the satanic program against the body of Christ today; and 
he says that none of the opposition shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.  And where are you?   You are in Christ.   How long are you in him?   For keeps!   Then 
can you ever be separated from the love of God?   No way.    
 
God's integrity, His character, His power, His grace, His justice, His love, is on our side.  We shall endure.   
We are going to get there, folks.   You are going to get the inheritance.  We shall endure; therefore, we 
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can now endure.   We can be established in every good word and work.  We can be comforted by that 
everlasting consolation.   
 

 

Romans: 9 
As we go through chapter 9, you are going to see that the reason I went over those things last time, 
while we were in chapter 8, is because they have a real carry over in chapter 9.  In fact, Romans chapter 
9 is one of the battlegrounds, theologically, in the Bible.  The issues that we have already discussed are 
where the theological battleground finds its source.    
 
Remember what we are doing.  In Romans chapter 9, we are going to begin a new section in the book of 
Romans.  The apostle Paul has laid two of the four foundation stones for the gospel of the grace of God.  
To illustrate, draw a foundation where you can look down on it from the top; and divide that foundation 
into four equal sections.    
 
In Romans chapters 1-5, he dealt with the issue of being justified by grace—justification by grace.  He 
began by dealing with the issue of wrath—the wrath of God—and how that the justice of God will give 
eternal life to anyone who has perfect righteousness.  He describes how the wrath of God is something 
that has been revealed from heaven against unrighteousness.  He deals with the issue of wrath and 
condemnation, and how the justice of God operates.   
 
Then he begins in chapter 3 to describe God's remedy for man's sin in the propitiatory sacrifice—the fully 
satisfying sacrifice—that Christ makes at Calvary, and how that God can now give us perfect 
righteousness in Christ by grace through faith.  You have all that down, and you have the understanding 
of that.    
 
Then we saw in chapter 4, how the wisdom of God has provided for our inclusion in that promise of 
eternal life, and that eternal life is given to us because we are in Christ—because we are righteous.  We 
have it by faith, not by the works of the law.   Then we saw how secure we were.  What you deal with in 

the first 5 chapters of the book of Romans is laying that first foundation block—justification by faith.  You 
have to get that one down first, and it has to be securely and firmly set. 
 
Then he moves on after that in chapters 6-8, which is where we have just traversed.  There he lays down 
the issue of living under grace.  Just as the doctrine in Romans 1-5 is called justification, the doctrinal 
name that is given to living under grace is the word sanctification.  He deals with the doctrine of 
sanctification—living under grace.  You are declared righteous—righteousness is imputed to you.  That 

righteousness which God gives to you positionally in Christ, is imparted into your life; and we learned that 
we live by grace.    
 
In chapter 6, you are dead to sin, alive unto God; and he says: walk in newness of life.  Don't walk in the 
old, walk in the new.  Walk consistently, and live consistently with your position in Christ.  Let the 
position that you have, be consistent with who you are. 
 

Chapter 7 says you are not under the law.  You are to serve Him, not in the oldness of the letter, but the 
newness of the Spirit, and the new way that the Spirit of God is operating today.   
 
In chapter 8, you are dead to the flesh, you are to walk in the Spirit.  In other words, you are to be led 
by the Spirit.  Look back there in chapter 8, verse 14:  you are led by the Spirit.  Again, I want to 
emphasize this issue to you about being led by the Spirit.  When you are led by the Spirit, you walk with 
an understanding of what it is that the Spirit of God is doing today—what it is that God is doing that you 

are a part of.  To walk in the Spirit, to be led by the Spirit, (same thing), refers to walking and living and 



progressing through life in light of what the Spirit of God is doing.  It is not talking about something that 
floats down and takes over you. 
 
Having said all that, having laid down these two foundations, Paul is going to go on now in Romans 
chapters 9-11, and lay down the next natural step.   What Paul does in chapters 9, 10, and 11, is to deal 
with the issue of the dispensation of grace, and what has happened to the nation Israel.   Where is Israel 
now?   The reason that it is natural to bring it up after chapter 8 is simply that Israel was once God's 
chosen agency to execute His purpose and program on the earth.   He has just told you that we are a 
part of God's purpose today.  We are a part of the agency, the body of Christ, through which God is 
executing His purpose on the earth today; and that purpose can't be stopped, thwarted, hindered or put 
aside.   
 
Somebody says:  wait a minute, wasn't Israel God's agency at one time?  Yes.  Then where are they 
now?   Have the purposes of God through Israel been overthrown?  What about Israel?  Where are they?  
What is the situation with them now?  Is God through with them?  Did His purpose with Israel fail, so He 
went over to a new purpose and a new agency?  If it did, what assurance do we have that our purpose, 
(the purpose today), is going to be secure?  Do you understand what the idea is?  So it is the next 
natural, logical step.  Once you have the issue of justification and living by grace established, the next 
natural step—the next natural thing you need to get straight in your mind—is, what the situation with the 
nation Israel is.    
 
What about Israel?  So you come to a national and a dispensational section.  Do you know what D.O.G. 
is?  The Dispensation of Grace.  It is a dispensational and national consideration of the status of Israel.  
What is their present condition?  What is that state?  What about Israel, and what has become of them?  
Chapter 9 deals with Israel's past.  Chapter 10 deals with her present, and chapter 11 deals with her 
future.  In chapter 9, you have Israel's past election.  In chapter 10, you have Israel's present salvation.  
In chapter 11, you have Israel's future restoration.    
 
Chapters 9, 10, and 11, of Romans is the national section of the book.  Paul answers the question:  What 
about Israel?  We have seen salvation, justification, and living under grace, and all the divine operating 
assets that we as believers have.  And we have our feet firmly settled on those things.  Now the issue is:  
How about Israel?   Now that God has an agency—the church, the body of Christ—through which He is 
functional, what about Israel, the former agency?  What about their status?  What has happened to 
them?  Have they been treated fairly?  That is what he begins to deal with.  

 

God's Sovereign Choice 

 

Romans 9:1 I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also 
bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost,  

Romans 9:2 That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my 
heart.  

Romans 9:3 For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for 
my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh:  



Mr. Stam has said a number of times that he believes that Christ made Paul the prisoner of Jesus Christ 
for the Gentiles, because Paul had such a passion for Israel that he just kept going back, going back, 
going back, and going back, and God finally had to put him in chains in a prison to get him away from 
doing that.  He wasn't indifferent to them.  His Gentile apostleship wasn't something that caused him to 
forget about his nation.  Romans 9:1-3, has often been called: Paul's passion for Israel.  If you want to 
hear a sermon preached about a passion for souls, this would be the text that would be used.  Notice 
verse 3. 
 
Come back to Exodus 32, and notice that that is exactly what Moses said.  Folks, the apostle Paul loved 
the nation Israel no less than Moses himself loved Israel.  Exodus 32:30-33 
 
That is what Paul is saying.  He is saying: “I love them, they are dear to me.”  Paul loved that nation, 
folks, as much as Moses did; and the reason for his sorrow—continual sorrow—is that Israel hadn't 
entered into the promises, that long promised blessing.  God had promised Israel a land; He had 
promised Israel salvation, blessing, privileges; but what had happened?  The Messiah had come, and 
Israel wasn't saved.  Why?  She had not responded.  What had she done?  She had rejected her Messiah.   
 
Only a few, not many, only a few responded—the little flock, the little nation, the little group, not the 
nation as a whole—and now God set them aside, and He is sending salvation to the Gentiles.  Salvation 
going to the Gentiles didn't make Paul sorry, he is happy about that.  What burdened his heart was to 
see his nation blessingless after their Messiah had come; and they have gone on in rejection.  They go on 
in unbelief, they go on in rebellion, and Paul looks, (much as Christ does), at them, and he weeps and 
says:  I could wish myself accursed. 
 
Now I want you to notice something in that verse:  “I could wish myself accursed,” because it sets the 
tone for what you are dealing with in the whole chapter.  “I could wish that myself were accursed from 
Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.”  Compare Romans 10:1 and Romans 11:26. 
 
Before we quit, I want to go back to the issue of what Paul means when he says, “I could wish myself 
accursed from Christ?”  Number one, he is not talking about losing his individual salvation.  That would 
be an impossibility.  Being justified is to have peace with God.  You can't get out of that.  There are no 
barriers that ever come between you and God.  In Romans 8:39, he says that nothing can separate us 
from the love of Christ.  That is why he says, “I could wish,” he doesn't say, “I do determine.”  He says:  
“I could wish.”  “I love them so much that if it were possible, I'd wish this.”  He understands that he can 
not give up his personal salvation.   
 
So what is he talking about?  Well, if you look at verses 4 and 5, Paul longs for the restoration of Israel, 
(the nation), to the position that they had lost.  Do you see all those things in verses 4 and 5?  That is 
the position that Israel should have had.   That is what belonged to her, and she has lost all of that 
because of her unbelief.  He says:  I could wish myself accursed from Christ if that would mean that my 
nation would get all the stuff that was promised to them.    
 
I take that to be this.  The word accursed, of course, means to be cut off.  I take Paul to be saying that 
he was willing to be cut off from Christ; that is, from the position that he had in the body of Christ—
willing to be cut off from all of the dispensational position of transcendent privilege and glory that he has 
been telling you about in chapters 1-8.  He said, I am willing to sacrifice all these fantastic assets that I 
have by virtue of being in the body of Christ, and I am willing to go over and take that lower, lesser 
position, that earthly position, with my nation in a kingdom on the earth, if that sacrifice would result in 
her responding, and getting her kingdom blessing now.  What a sacrifice that would have been to have 
given up the position that he had in the body of Christ with all of the assets, and all the things that he 
has already written about.  You know, when I read the first 8 chapters of Romans, I get a feeling of 
excitement as Paul writes that stuff.  I don't how you do it, but I sense that he loved to write about all of 
it; and he said: I am willing to be separated from all that I have in Christ.  He doesn't say I am willing to 
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be accursed by Christ, but cut off from all these things that I have in Christ.  I am willing to go and take 
that lower, kingdom blessing—earthly hope—if that meant that my nation would now get that.    
 
Of course, it didn't work that way.  I say that to you because Paul's desire, and his heartbeat is for his 
nation, and the issue in Romans 9, folks, is written by Paul in light of his understanding of the present 
dispensational situation with the nation Israel.  It is a national and dispensational discussion of the 
election and salvation of the nation Israel.  It is not an individual election/salvation discussion.  It is a 
national election/salvation discussion about the dispensational privileges and position that belong to 
Israel, and what has happened to them, and what her state is now.    
 

(4-5 = Israel’s privileged status)  

Romans 9:4 Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and 
the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service 
of God, and the promises 
 
I talked to you last week about Paul's passion, the sorrow that he has and about his desire for his nation.  
He said he loved Israel—as much as Moses did; and we looked at a passage in Exodus where Moses does 
basically the same thing.   When Paul says “I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ,” he is not 
talking about being lost; he is not taking about dying and going to hell.  He is saying:  I could wish 
myself to be cut off from Christ; that is, cut off from the position that he has in the Lord Jesus Christ that 
he has outlined, and delineated, and detailed for you in the first 8 chapters.  He is talking not about his 
soul being lost, but rather, he is saying he is willing to give up this fantastic position that he has in Christ, 
and join his nation in the receiving of kingdom blessings—this lesser position on the earth—if that would 
result in Israel turning and receiving her blessings.   
 
Now we are going to go on tonight in verses 4 and 5, but I want you to see again that the issue in the 
passage has to do with the national status of the nation Israel today.  In verses 3, 4, and 5, he deals with 
the nation's status—Israel’s status—and the fact that it is clearly changed today.  
 
It is obvious that the privileges the nation had that are listed in verses 4 and 5, that they don't have them 
today:  the adoption, the glory, the covenants.  They don't function today.  The status of the nation 
Israel has obviously changed, and he is going to deal with that change, and what is their situation, and 
what is their future in chapters 9, 10, and 11.  That is the issue in these passages here.    
 
Notice the privileges that the nation Israel had in verse 4.  It is very important that you understand that 
Israel was God's chosen people.  They were a special people, and they had some blessings.  To them 
pertained the adoption.  Folks, one day God is going to publicly declare the nation Israel to be His sons.  
One day that nation is going to be publicly declared to be the sons of God and the Old Testament is full 
of that.   Come back with me, for example, to the book of Hosea.  Hosea 1:10 
 
To that nation, (and that is the issue there—the nation), pertains the adoption.  We have learned that the 
nation Israel has been set aside, and we have been given an adoption.  So Paul says, what about 
Israelites?  To them pertains the adoption.  They had an adoption, but now we have one; what has 
happened to them?  To whom pertaineth the adoption and the glory—that is the kingdom glory of the 
Messiah with His presence in their midst.  That is going to be such a glorious kingdom.  In Isaiah 60, he 
says that they are not even going to need the sun in Jerusalem.  The glory of His presence is going to be 
so bright that it will light up Palestine, and  they won't even need the sun, because it will be daytime at 
night, not because of the sun overhead, but because of the presence of the glory of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the King of glory, in that land.  It is going to be a fantastic day.    
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To them pertaineth the glory—that is, the shikinah glory of the presence of the Lord.  To them pertaineth 
the covenants—those legal contracts.  God made a covenant with Abraham, and gave him the land.   God 
made a covenant with David, and gave him the kingdom.  God promised a new covenant with Israel, and 
will give them salvation and blessing.  The covenants belong to Israel; the giving of the law, and the 
services of God belong to Israel.  The law is the Word of God.  God gave them His Word, His written 
Word.  The service of God—the way that God was worshiped, belongs to Israel.  In time past, if you 
wanted to worship God Almighty, you worshiped Him through the instrumentality of the nation Israel, 
because they had the service of God.  The promises—all those exciting predictions about the things that 
were going to come, belong to Israel.   “Whose are the fathers,” that is the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob.  Look over at Romans 11:28, and you will see it again.  Romans 11:28 

 

Romans 9:5 Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the 
flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.  

({InkvXphpw Ah-cnÂ \n¶pÅ Hcp a\p-jy-\m-Wv) 

There is an eight-fold privileged status given to the people of the Circumcision that the people of the 
Uncircumcision, (Gentiles), do not have.  The reason it was given to them is because Israel is to be the 
channel of blessing to the nations.  That explains the middle wall of partition.  Get that in your mind.  It 
is the issue of circumcision in Time Past.  In the next lesson we will study how the Law fortifies that wall, 
and makes it absolutely impossible for someone from the Uncircumcision to get into the Circumcision, 
except that they go through the doors that God put in the wall. 
 
There are two doors that God has placed in the middle wall of partition—two passageways whereby 
someone from the Gentile nations, (uncircumcised), could go to the circumcised, (Israel), and get the 
blessings.  The only way that the blessings from Israel could flow to the Gentiles is for the Gentiles to go 
to that middle wall of partition and knock on one of two doors.  In Exodus 12, God is giving the 
instructions to Israel about the Passover: Exodus 12:48. 
 
Look at all the things they have there:   
 
 Kinsmen according to the flesh 
 Israelites 
 To whom pertains the adoption, 
 The glory 

 The covenants 
 The Law 
 The services of God 
 The promises 
 The fathers 
 Christ 
 
Compare that with Ephesians 2:11-12. 
 
This is a passage where they tend to rewrite it and make it different. (RSV) Romans 9:5 To them [Israel] 
belong the patriarchs and of their race according to the flesh is the Christ.  God who is over all, be 
blessed forever.  Amen. 
 
Do you see the difference in how that reads from the way yours reads?  Yours reads something like “of 
whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever.”   
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That’s a great statement on the deity of Christ.  (Use it with any Jehovah’s Witness.)  But in this new 
version here, it’s no statement on the deity of Christ at all.  It says that Christ came (period).  God who is 
over all, be blessed forever.  “Christ came.”  Praise God!  It makes a difference.  That’s the Revised 
Standard Version.   
 
That’s one that you won’t see consistently translated that way in these new versions. You find that in just 
some of them.  These two I’ve been reading from just because it’s convenient.  The New International 
and the New American Standard agree with this reading of this text down here (the Received Text). They 
got it right.  So just some of them change it.  It’s the kind of thing they do, and that’s what you have to 
watch out for.  That’s punctuation change that makes the verse read differently.   
 
Chapter 9 sets forth God's sovereignty, His sovereign purposes.  Chapter 10 sets forth His righteousness, 
the righteousness of God.  Chapter 11 sets forth God's faithfulness.  So you have God's sovereignty, his 
righteousness, and His faithfulness.  Notice in chapter 9, you run into this immediately, as soon as you 
start the chapter. 
 
Do you see how there is an abrupt subject change?  He has been dealing with things that have been 
logically put together in Chapters 6, 7, and 8—they fit right together.  He came to a climax at the end of 
chapter 8, and then all of a sudden, he radically changes his subject.  What he has done now, is come to 
the point where he is going to start laying that next great foundation stone; and that is the 
dispensational consideration of the present situation of the nation Israel.  Paul is going to deal with the 
reason that God set them aside; he is going to deal with the reason that they are in their present 
situation, and then he is going to tell you their future condition.   
 
I mean folks, is God through with Israel?  If you don't understand the answer to that question, you will 
never get your spiritual life straight.  You will never get straight what God is doing in the dispensation of 
grace, because you will be thinking like most of the church thinks:  that you are Israel.  You will think 
God is through with them, and now you are Israel. Then you will do what the majority of the church 
today does; that is, they take all of the promises of blessing that God gave to Israel and say: that is me.  
And they take all the curses, and say:  that is them.  That is what the church does today.  Up until now, 
Paul has basically ignored Israel.  The natural question would be, what about that nation?  There were a 
lot of Jews in the church at Rome.  There were a lot of Jews in the churches everywhere Paul went.  
What about them?  Not just the Jew individually, but hey, what about the nation?   
 
So in chapters 1-8, you have the doctrines of:  salvation, justification, sanctification, and our future 
inheritance.  Here is how salvation, justification, and sanctification operate today.   Here is what God is 
doing, and equipping us with as members of the body of Christ—how He has equipped us to walk down 
here, and endure, and how His purpose is going to function.  But wait a minute, what about Israel?  So 
Paul is going to begin to deal with that.  Chapters 1-8 were doctrinal, and now he is going to go national.  
Chapters 9-11 are national—what happens to the nation Israel?  Notice how he begins:  “I say the truth 
in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness.”   
 
He says: Listen, I have my right hand up, my left hand on the Bible, and I swear to tell the truth.  The 
Lord knows my heart.  “I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart, for I could wish that 
myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.”  You see, Paul 
wasn't indifferent to the situation, and the position that Israel was in.  In fact, when you go over to 
Ephesians chapter 3, he says:  Ephesians 3:1 
 
Romans 9:5  Whose are the fathers,  
 
Again, a proof text of the fact that when Jesus Christ came in the flesh, He came not to the Gentiles, but 
to the nation Israel.  The reason that He said, “I am not sent but to the lost sheep of the house of 
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Israel,” is because that is who He belonged to.  He was a part of their nation, and one of the privileges 
God gave to that chosen group of people—that nation—is that Jesus Christ according to the flesh 
belonged to them—belonged to that nation.   
 
and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, [Notice.] who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen. 
 
You know, the greatest honor in all of that list is that last one:  that the Lord Jesus Christ came.  “He 
came unto His own,” John says, but the great tragedy is that “His own received him not.”  That is why 
Paul, in the passage here, as he lists this great privilege that Israel has, lists it with great sorrow of heart.  
His lament was because of the blindness of Israel.  All of these privileges, Israel had; they are not barred 
from them.  But they are blind to them all; because when Christ came, they didn't recognize Him, and 
they didn't receive Him.  There is an interesting thing there.  I want you to grasp what he is doing.   Paul 
is saying, my heart is heavy for Israel—Israel, my kinsmen, the people of whom belong all these 
blessings, all these promises, all this privilege, and yet they don't have them—and my heart is heavy for 
them.  I would be willing to lose everything that I have, all these blessings that I have in the dispensation 
of grace, if it would get these people saved and into their blessings; because look at the privileges that 
they have.  That is the way he starts the chapter, focusing on the nation, and the national privileges. 
 
Before we go on in verse 6, and see the rest of the purpose of God in choosing Israel, I want you to 
notice something about verse 5.  This verse is the verse that the new Bibles—the new translations of the 
Bible that are on the market today—mess up.  Do you see where it says:  “Christ came, who is over all, 
God blessed forever”?  That is a clear statement that Jesus Christ is God Almighty.  Do you see that?  
There is no doubt about it in the passage.  If you use the Good News to Modern Man, let me show you 
how they re-translate this passage.  This is how Good News to Modern Man, today's English version, 
reads:  “And Christ, as a human being belongs to their race.  May God, who rules over all be praised 
forever.”  Isn't that slick?  Isn't that a way to get the deity of Christ right out of there?  Just re-punctuate 
the sentence.  Don't let somebody come along and tell you that the punctuation in the Kings James Bible 
is not important.  You can leave the words in there, and change the punctuation, and scratch the deity of 
Christ. 
 
Look at Romans 9:5 in the so-called Living Bible, alias, The Dead Epistles.  “Great men of God were your 
fathers and Christ himself was one of you, a Jew, so far as his human nature is concerned, he who now 
rules over all things.  Praise God forever.”  
 
Isn't that interesting?  They’re going to let Him rule over all things, but stick God in another sentence.  
Don't associate the Lord Jesus Christ with being God.  I mean, old Nebuchadnezzar ruled over all things. 
 
Now here is the Complete Bible, an American translation.  This is the Good Speed translation.  Many of 
you are not familiar with it, but it is a very popular one in some quarters.  Romans 9:5 “And the 
patriarchs, from them physically Christ came.  God who is over all be blessed forever.”  They make a new 
sentence out of it instead of saying He is God over all, blessed forever.  They say, period, now let's praise 
God for who He is.    
 
The Revised Standard Version—the RSV is the official Bible of the National Council of Churches.  In fact, 
its copyright is held by the National Council of Churches, a very liberal communistic, unbelieving, 
modernistic, organization; and so their Bible would be just about like that.  The National Council of 
Churches is an organization that sponsors communist subversion in Africa and Central America.  They 
finance the killing of Christian people, Christian missionaries in Angola, and brag about it on national TV.  
All the denominations and all the major main line protestant denominations are all members of it, and 
they support that with money; so you put money in your church collection plate in a mainline protestant 
denomination—Presbyterian, Lutheran, Methodist, whatever—and it goes there, and they take a hunk out 
of that and put it in the National Council coffers.  The National Council takes a hunk out of that and sends 
it over to the Communists in Angola.  What do they call that country over there now?  What is the new 
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name for Rhodesia?  Beats me, I don't know, see how much I think of that?  But they send it over there 
and finance dudes that kill protestant missionaries.  Isn't that wonderful?  They kill your brothers and 
sisters in Christ in Africa, and not just the missionaries, but the nationals there too.    
 
Romans 9.  This Bible right here is the most popular translation on the market today, as far as new Bibles 
go.  It is the official Bible of the National Council of Churches.  It is the official Bible of every 
denomination that is a member of the National Council of Churches—all of their schools, their seminaries, 
their colleges, their local church schools and every thing.  When my kids went to a school here, this was 
the official Bible text of the school.  The school bragged about it.  This is it.  I want you to hear how it 
reads.  Romans 9:5 in the RSV:  “To them belong the patriarchs and of their race, according to the flesh, 
is the Christ.  God who is over all, be blessed forever.” 
 
Wouldn't you think that the Bible that represents and professes to speak for the majority of protestants in 
the United States could get a simple little verse like that on the deity of Christ, right?  They don't.  Do you 
know why?  Because the people that put those books out don't want it to be right.  They take advantage 
of every opportunity to remove reference to the deity of Christ.  Listen folks, when they had the 
opportunity to translate the verse one way that took it out, or one way that put it in, they took it out.  
Don't give me this business about:  well, it doesn't make any difference if you translate the article a or 
the; or if you take a comma out here, and put in a semicolon or a period over yonder.  Don't give me 
that stuff.  The people that do that, that is what they wind up doing; and you might think you are big 
enough to get away with it, but you aren't.  And what you will do is set some poor guy up along the way 
somewhere, and he will come along and that is what he will take.  You had better be careful. 
 
I want you to be aware of that verse right there.  That is an illustration of the new bibles retranslating 
the verse.  That is not a textual change.  It is a translation change, and a bad one.  It is just the desire of 
the translators, the way that they want to do it.  These aren't the only ones.  There are a lot of others.  
All of them don't, but many of them do.  It is a verse that you can check.  I brought these versions 
because I was trying to bring a few different ones from what I have been bringing in here.    
 
Of course, in chapters 9-11 Paul is describing and going over in detail the issue of the fall of Israel – that 
they have been set aside and so forth and his concern for them in that regard.  But, he starts out by 
describing the exalted position, the honorable position that they have – the position of honour that they 
were given.  And it was to them that pertained first the adoption. 
 
Now, you want to understand the issue of adoption with Israel.  In other words, there is a time period 
with the Nation when they are under tutors and governors; but for them there was a promise that they 
would not always be children under tutors and governors.  There will be a time when God publicly 
declares them and demonstrates them to be his full-grown sons, and they will be able to go into the 
kingdom and function as full-grown sons.  Then they will have all of the inheritance rights and privileges 
of sons.  Now, look at Exodus 4:22 
 
Well look how rich they are, and look at all the advantages they have!  They have the adoption, the 
glory, the covenants, the promises, the service of God, the law, the written word of God, the fathers (the 
patriarchs), and they have Christ!   
 

 

Romans 9:6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For 
they are not all Israel, which are of Israel:  
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You could be a physical descendant of Abraham and not have the faith that Abraham had; therefore, you 
would not be a real one.  You can be a lost Jew as well as a saved Jew.  Paul is not talking here about a 
Gentile becoming a spiritual Jew.  He is talking about a real physical descendant of Abraham, and 
showing that it is essential to be a spiritual descendant. 
 
Romans 9:6.  We are going to start getting into the passage where the stuff hits the fan, so I want you 
to watch carefully what we are going to be doing here, and what the passages say; because Romans 9 is 
a passage that is used by theology to try to trip up the unwary.  If you are not already equipped to 
handle the issues of election and predestination that we went over in chapter 8, you are going to have 
some questions about this passage.  I am not going to spend a great deal of time trying to get every little 
thing straightened out in every verse.  I want you to get the idea and the flow of Paul's thought.  I am 
not so interested in you being able to answer all of the isms and schisms of the world, as I am in you 
understanding what Paul is saying; because if you know and grasp what he is saying, then when people 
come along with bogus ideas about the passages, you can identify them as being wrong.      
 
Israel has all these blessings, and promises and privilege from God, and yet they are not saved.  They 
failed to attain, and to recognize Christ, and to receive those blessings.  What has happened?   Has the 
Word of God been of no value?   Paul says, wait a minute, “not as though the Word of God hath taken 
none effect.”  Don't assume that the Word of God—the promises of God—have failed.  That isn't the 
problem.  The problem is that all they that are of Israel are not Israel.  “For they are not all Israel, which 
are of Israel.”  You understand what he is saying: they are not all Israel—real, true Israel—who are of 
Israel.  To be “of Israel,” that is, to be a physical descendant of Israel, (Jacob), a physical descendant of 
one of the 12 tribes, didn't mean and doesn't mean that you are automatically true Israel.  That is the 
problem.  You say:  then who is true Israel?  Look at verse 7 and notice what he does. 
 
In the last lesson, we discussed, beginning in verse 6, that the nation had fallen.  Why did they fall?  
Well, number one, not because the Word of God was of no effect—“not as though the Word of God hath 
taken none effect.”  What he is going to do through this passage, (and you need to recognize it from the 
start), is to give you several reasons why Israel did fall.  People say Israel has fallen.  Why did they fall?  
What is the problem?   First, he says, not as though the Word of God was of none effect—not as though 
the Word of God couldn't and didn't accomplish its purpose.  We saw last time, in verses 6-13, that the 
exact opposite is true.  The Word of God has done exactly what God intended it to do, and what God 
wanted it to do.  What has it done?   It has called out of Israel those whom He foreknew.  It has called 
out of Israel God's elect—the ones that God foreknew, and thus chose.  So it has done exactly what God 
wanted it to do—the Word of God has been effective.  The issue was never the whole nation.  All they 
that were of Israel are not Israel.  There have always been people in Israel that God foreknew, and thus 
called, and chose; so the Word has produced—it has worked.    
 
In verse 6 he says, is it that the Word of God has taken none effect?  He says no, don't even say that.  
The problem isn't that the Word of God isn't working.  In fact, you see in the answer to that objection in 
verses 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13, that the Word of God has done exactly what God wanted it to do.  The 
Word of God has been calling His elect out of Israel.  Those whom He has purposed in advance based on 
His foreknowledge to call, the Word has called.  There is no problem with the Word of God. 
 

 

Romans 9:7 Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all 
children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called.  

Abraham had a wife by the name of Sarah, but he had another wife by the name of Hagar.  Abraham 
and Hagar had a boy by the name of Ishmael.  Abraham and Sarah had a boy by the name of Isaac.  
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Now he has two boys.  Of course, he has two wives too—he has double trouble.  You know what old 
Barney Miller said:  “Pity the man with soul so tough, to say one wife is not enough.”  Well poor old 
Abraham has two of them, so he has double trouble. 
 
Where did Abraham have Ishmael?  Do you remember chapter 4, where we studied about what Abraham 
found out about the flesh?  Ishmael is a child of what?  The flesh—he is what Abraham went out and did 
himself.    
 
We have already been over that, and we understand that he is saying that it is not that the Word of God 
has taken no effect.  He is saying that there was a calling out of Israel.  God has not cast away the 
people that he foreknew.  The Word of God has taken effect just like it always has.  The Word was 
preached, and there is a remnant.  There is a group of believers called out in Israel, and these people 
that are called out, are people that God foreknew that were going to be there, so he sent the message—
that good news of the kingdom—to them; and they were called out by that Word that was preached to 
them.  Those people are counted for the seed that are going to get the kingdom.  That ministry back 
there was working, and there wasn't anything wrong with it.  Romans 11:2-3 

 

Romans 9:8 That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are 
not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for 
the seed.  

You see, God selected between Abraham's boys.  By the way, which one of these two was born first?  
Ishmael.  Isaac was born second.  Remember that.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, so you must 
be born again.  Don't let somebody come along and tell you that means born from above.  I know what it 
means about being born from above, but that being born again is what that verse is talking about.   
Didn't you read over there in I Corinthians 15, that the first man is of the earth, earthy, but the 2nd man 
is the Lord from heaven?   
 

That is the principle that works all the way through:  Adam and Eve, two boys:  Cain and Abel, which was 
first?  Cain.  Which one was the type of Christ?  Abel.  Do you know where the seed line was?  Abel.  
What about the first guy? Not him.  It will work that way over and over and over and over in your Bible.  
The first one shows up, isn't the one.  It is the second one, and that is because of this: 

 

Romans 9:9 For this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and 
Sarah shall have a son. (Supernatural) 

In other words, God selected Isaac.  God purposed that this one be the seed.  You understand folks that 
the true seed, the true child, is not just a physical descendant.  He had to be a child of the promise also.  
Remember the Pharisees in John chapter 8?  They never did get this straight.  They came and said:  “We 
be Abraham's seed.”   
 
They were, but Jesus said:  if you are Abraham's seed, you would believe me because Abraham's God 
sent me.  I am Abraham's God.  If you were really Abraham's seed, the children of Abraham, the children 
of the promise, you would believe me.  Well, they thought that just because that they were physical 
descendants that they were it, but you know, because we have already studied Romans 3 and 4; that 
they had to be something besides physical descendants.  What did they have to have?  They had to be 
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blessed with faithful Abraham; he is the father of all them that believe—those are the children of the 
promise.  Leave the parenthesis out for a minute, and read verses 10 and 12. 

 

Romans 9:10 And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived 
by one, even by our father Isaac;  

Romans 9:11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done 
any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might 
stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;)  

Tell me something.  What is the purpose of God according to election?  That is a good question, isn't it?  
Everybody is talking about election.  People take this passage and say: okay, this guy is elected to get 
saved, therefore, that guy is elected...  Understand, if God Almighty in eternity past reached down and 
selected one guy to be saved, you know what He did to the other guy?  You can couch it anyway that 
you want to, He selected the other guy not to be saved, didn't He?   
 
Now you may cushion that, or say it any other way you want to; but when you teach that this guy is 
elected to be saved, that means this guy is elected to be damned, and that is what the theology that 
teaches that teaches.  There are a lot of people that get a little squeamish, and a little sick to their 
stomach when they get to that point, and they back off of it; but if that is want you want to teach, that is 

what you better teach, because that is what you teach.   
 
But my point to you in this passage is that this passage hasn't got anything to do with somebody getting 
elected to get saved, and elected to get lost.  It is talking about somebody being appointed into the 
position of being one of the fathers in Israel, the position of dispensational privilege and ascendancy.  
What is the purpose of God according to election, that verse 11 talks about?   Read verse 12.  “That the 
purpose of God, according to election, might stand,” 

 
Aren't you glad that what God has chosen to do is going to be accomplished?  Man that is assurance, isn't 
it?  That is comfort isn't it?  That is something that is a thrill.  But what is it that God has purposed to do?  
What is it that the purpose of God according to election, his choosing.  What is that purpose?  Well verse 
12.  Notice what it says. 

 

Romans 9:12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger.  

I hope you saw the rest of the verse—“shall serve the younger.”   Do you know what the purpose of God 
according to election’s standing was?  Not salvation, but service.  The issue is service, service, service 
over and over again.    
 
Go back with me to Isaiah 45, and notice that the nation Israel is an elect agency, whereby God Almighty 
intends to work.  God chose the nation Israel.  There is a corporate election of the nation Israel, and 
Israel is an agency through whom God intends to operate.  Isaiah 45:4 
 
Here you have another example.  The promise goes from Abraham to Isaac; and now Isaac is going to 
have a seed.  But folks, Isaac had two boys.  Isaac had a boy by the name of Esau, and he had a boy by 
the name of Jacob.  God told Rebecca that the elder, that is Esau, was going to serve the younger, that is 
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Jacob.  In other words, God says that the seed is going to go:  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob.  God is being 
selective in what He is doing.  He chooses Isaac, and He chooses Jacob, in order that the seed, the 
promise, the position of dispensational blessing might go through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Now notice 
verse 11 very carefully. 
 
Folks, God's purpose in the election was to make Jacob’s, not Esau's descendants, to be His people.  The 
purpose of God in election was to take this man's descendants to be the seed line, and the seed line runs 
through this man and that is God's purpose.  God's purpose in election wasn't salvation, God's purpose in 
election is that the elder, not would be unsaved or saved, but that the elder should serve the younger.   
God's purpose in election was to make Jacob's descendants to be His people.   You see folks, God 
Almighty, in His election and His purpose according to election with Israel, is choosing an agency to 
represent Him before the nations of the world.  He is electing a nation—the nation Israel—to execute His 
plan and His purpose in the earth in time. 
 
Why does Paul bring up the issue of election here?  The reason Paul brings up the issue of election in 
Romans 9 as he deals with Israel, is because he has just been telling you that God Almighty is now 
choosing and electing a new agency.  What is it called?  The body of Christ.  No longer is God choosing 
and forming the agency of Israel; but now He has set them aside, and He is forming a new agency, the 
body of Christ, to execute His purpose and program through.  That is why, back in 8:33, he says, who 
shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect?  That is you and me today, that is the body of Christ. 
 
Israel was once God's agency, His chosen agent in the earth, to execute His purpose.  Now He is forming 
the body of Christ, and what Paul is saying to Israel is, wait a minute before you cry it is unfair of God to 
set us aside and to choose a new agent.  Before you begin to cry it is unfair, and that is what they do, 
look at verse 14. 
 
v12  It was said unto her, (In other words, notice what it says.  In order that the purpose of God, 
according to election, might stand, not of works but of him that calleth, it was, in other words, therefore 
it was said unto her.  The elder shall (What?) serve the younger. 
 
Do you know what the purpose of God, according to his choice was?  Yeah.  That the elder, who is that?  
Esau!  Would serve the younger; Jacob.  Which one of them did God choose?  He chose Jacob and so the 
purpose of God, according to his election, his choosing, his desire might stand.  He said, the elder is 
going to serve the younger.  Do you know what the issue there was?  Service!  Now go back to Matthew 
20.  I say that to you just so you understand that often times, verse 16 there, is used out of its context.  
The context, again, is serving in the vineyard of the father.  It is a service issue.  Verse 17...  Matthew 
20:17-19 
 

 

Romans 9:13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.  

(cp PmXn-IÄ) (Mal 1:1-4) (ChnsS hnjbw  hwi§fmWv, Cu hmIy-`mKw  tZio-bhpw  bpK-]-c-hp-amb ]Z-hn-I-tfbpw  ta·-I-sfbpw  Ipd-hp-I-sfbpw Ipdn-

¨mWv. hyàn]c-amb  c£-bÃ Chn-Ss¯ hnjbw) 

Starting out at the beginning of Israel’s history, Abraham has two boys.  God sets one aside, and chooses 
one.  He chooses Isaac, and puts Ishmael aside.  God says, it is not Ishmael, it is Isaac.  In other words, 
God picks Isaac.  Abraham had more than one child.  Just because you were the child of Abraham, didn't 
mean that you were the promised seed.  Then Isaac had two boys:  Jacob and Esau.  God chose Jacob. 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.9.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.20.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.20.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.20.17-40.20.19|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.20.17-40.20.19|_AUTODETECT_|


Israel's history demonstrates that the nation comes about as the outworking of an elective purpose of 
God.  The whole history of Israel demonstrates that that nation is the result of God's elective purpose.  
Folks, if that purpose is satisfied at this moment by the salvation of a remnant, then there is no truth to 
the suggestion that God's Word has failed.  Somebody says:  God's Word has failed because the nation 
isn't going into its kingdom blessings.  Paul says, no, no, no; the Word hasn't failed you; you don't 
understand; you need to remember your history.  The whole history of Israel is the demonstration of God 
selecting out of that nation, and pulling out of that nation, a people to make His name great before the 
nations of the earth.  So there is only a small remnant in Israel at this time that is true Israel, and the 
rest are blinded.  Look over at Romans 11.  Romans 11:5-7 
 
Now isn't that a wonderful verse?   Spurgeon said one time a lady asked him:  “Mr. Spurgeon, I just don't 
understand how God could have hated Esau.” 
 
And he said:  “That is okay, lady, I don't understand how he could have loved Jacob.”  And that is a good 
point; because that statement illustrates and demonstrates what is wrong with the thinking about that 
verse.  That verse is not talking about Esau the individual, and Jacob the individual.  It is talking about 
the descendants of Esau and the descendants of Jacob; and I want you to notice that.  It is true in verses 
12 and 13.    
 
Get Genesis 25 in one hand and Malachi 1 in the other—the first book in the Old Testament and the last 
book in the Old Testament.  Somebody wrote me a nasty letter and said:  that is not the Old Testament.  
But you understand that we grew up a long time ago, and we realize that, and we use the terms of 
accommodation.  So don't get all bent out of shape.  “It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the 
younger,” is a quotation out of Genesis 25:23; and I want you to please notice carefully what the Bible 
says.  Genesis 25:23, Malachi 1:1-4 
 
Verse 13 proves that what is said in verse 12 is true.  “As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have 
I hated.”   In other words, it came through just as God said it would:  the elder serves the younger and is 
put under his feet.  As I said, verse 13 is a famous verse, but it is twisted.  And again, I emphasize to 
you, the issue is the nations; and the passage is about national and dispensational privilege, advantage, 
and disadvantage.  Individual salvation is not involved here, it is national positions, and dispensational 
dealings.  I hope you see that and what Paul is doing is getting to Israel’s objections.    
 
Israel has all this privilege, and yet they are not saved.  What is the matter?  Has God’s Word become of 
none effect?  Paul says:  Hardly, no, no, you misunderstand.  All they that are of Israel—all those people 
you see out there that are descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—are not really Israel.  There is a 
remnant out there—that is real Israel.  That is the way that Israel's history has always been.   God has 
always selected out His people.  God has had a purpose, and that Jew says: wait a minute, it is unfair.  
God is changing His agency, God set Israel aside.  He has a new agency going and they say that is not 
right, it is unfair.  God shouldn't do that, that is unfair to us; and Paul says, wait a minute, that is the way 
your history has always been.  He took Isaac instead of Ishmael.  He took Jacob instead of Esau, it is 
God's business.  Now watch what he says. 
 

(14-22 God dishonor Israel tempererly and honour Gentiles) 

Romans 9:14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with 
God? God forbid. 

You see, that Jew is going to say: wait a minute, it is unfair of God to set us aside and start a new 
agency.  Paul says:  wait a minute, guys, remember how you got where you are.  God chose Abraham.  
Then he chose Isaac, and He set Ishmael aside.  He chose Jacob and He set Esau aside.   
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There isn't anything unrighteous with God.  It is God's business; and God is not unrighteous when He 
does what He chooses and purposes to do.  And if God has a purpose to set Israel aside and form a new 
agency, (and that is His purpose), He is not unfair in doing it.  He is being consistent with what He has 
done all through the history of the nation Israel.  Verse 13 is a very famous verse, and I want you to 
notice it. 
 
Now in verse 14, he comes to the 2nd objection.  I want you to notice the passage very carefully, 
because from verse 14 through verse 23, is probably the most abused passage in the book of Romans.  
That is one messed up passage of Scripture when you get into theology, and the commentaries, and that 
kind of thing.  And the reason it gets messed up is because the commentators and teachers don't 
recognize the change in subject matter of the question in verse 14.  Notice what he says. 
 
Romans 9:14 
14  What shall we say then?  [Notice—what shall we say then—the emphasis is on that word then.  In 
other words, if what he said in verses 6-13, that Israel is cut off not because the Word of God didn't take 
effect; if that is not why they were cast aside, what should we say then?]  Is there unrighteousness with 
God? God forbid. 
 
In other words, if that is not the reason they were cast off, then is the reason that there is something 
wrong, something unfair, some unrighteousness with God?  This is a further objection, a further reason 
why Israel was cast off.   If they weren't cast off because the Word of God was not producing any 
results, if that is not the reason, what then?  What are we going to say?  What are we going to give as a 
reason?  Can we say that there is unrighteousness with God?  It is critically important that you 
understand the answer that you are going to get in verses 15-18, because in verse 19, he raises another 
question based on what he says here in verses 15-18.    
 
The answers to these questions have to be applied to the questions that Paul asked, not to theological 
systems that men have devised.  Most people go right down through this passage without regard to the 
changes in issues.  In verses 6-13 the issue is election—God’s foreknowing and God's choosing, and the 
purpose of God according to election.  That issue changes from God's electing and His purpose according 
to election, to the issue of God's fairness.  Is there unrighteousness with God?  Verses 15-17 and through 
the rest of the passage is no longer dealing with the issue of election, the issue has changed.  Why was 
Israel cast off?  Number one, not because the Word of God is of no effect.  He demonstrates in the 
passage there that the Word of God has produced exactly the results God wanted it to produce.    
 
Okay, if that is not the reason that they were cast off, then is the reason that there is unrighteousness 
with God?  He answers, God forbid.  He protests that idea, and then he is going to give you a two part 
answer.  Notice the first word in verse 15. 
 
So he says in verse 14: What shall we say then?  Is there unrighteousness with God?  In other words, if it 
is not that that the Word of God isn't working, is the reason that God has set Israel aside that there is 
unrighteousness with God?  Is God unfair?  Is there a flaw in Him?  Is He someone that you can't depend 
on?  Is there unrighteousness with God?  Is He not true to what He says He will do?  The answer to that, 
we saw last time in verses 15, 16, and 17 is two fold.  Paul says there that God is not unrighteous in 
cutting off Israel, He is not unrighteous and unfair in delaying Israel's inheritance; but rather the situation 
is like it was back in Moses’ day, and you will recall that Paul uses two illustrations from Moses’ time.  
First, he refers to the time when God told Moses that He was going to have mercy on whom He would 
show mercy and have compassion to whom He would have compassion.  In verse 18 of Romans 9, he 
sums up those two things. 
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Romans 9:15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will 
have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have 
compassion. (1st reason= ദൈവനിർണ്ണയം, കരുണ) 

Let me ask you something.  If God has mercy on whom He will have mercy, and compassion on whom 

He will have compassion; if He has mercy, and He has compassion on people, what does that tell you?  

What did they deserve?  Wrath and condemnation, right?  But He says:  I'll choose to have mercy and 

compassion if I want to choose to have mercy and compassion.  That means that they deserve the 

opposite, if He had to choose to do it. 

 
“For he saith...”, that word for, I have pointed out to you over and over again, is the Greek word, gar.  It 
is a particle of further explanation.  The word for is a word that is going to further explain, define, or 

amplify a reason.  It is going to give you a further argument.  It is the first word in verse 15, and in verse 
17. 
 
He gives a second reason, and he makes two points.  In verse 15, “For He saith to Moses, I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy.  I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.”  “So 
then”—the conclusion, based on verse 15, is in verse 16. 
 

What shall we say then, what is the real reason then, for setting Israel aside?  Is it that there is 
unrighteousness with God?  Paul objects—“God forbid”—God is not unrighteous, He is merciful.  The 
delay of Israel getting her inheritance in the dispensation of grace is not unrighteousness with God; it is 
God choosing to be merciful to some people that didn't deserve His mercy.  Those people happen to be 
us, and he goes back into Moses’ situation, and pulls out an illustration where Moses faced the same 
thing.  He faced the delay in the promise of God based upon the fact that God chose to be merciful to 
some people who were going to come after him.  Now, the second answer—verse 17. 

 

Romans 9:16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.  

In other words, it is not unfair for God to have mercy; it is not unrighteous for God to have mercy.  It is 
gracious for Him to do it.  The issue in verse 16 is very clear: you don't decide how God is going to do it. 
 
Romans 9:16  So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth 
mercy. 
 
Please notice, when he says that “it is not of him that willeth”.  The “will” here is not the will to receive 
Christ as your Savior; you know that the issue is not the doctrine of soul salvation.  Rather the will here is 
you not deciding what God is going to do.  He says I'll have mercy on whom I will, I'll have compassion 
on whom I will, I'm going to decide what I do, guys, not you.  I'm God, remember?  So then, it is not of 
him that willeth.  It is not you willing and dictating to God what He is going to do, it is not of him that 
runneth.  You are not going to set up the course and do it, but it is of God.  You don't decide the terms, 
God sets up the terms.  That is God's business.   
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I want you to notice where the quotation in verse 15 comes from.  Come back to Exodus 33.  Something 
fantastic happened in Israel's history that you have to appreciate in order to fully appreciate what is 
going on here in Paul's quotation.  Exodus 33:18-19 is where the quotation comes from.  Exodus 33:18-
19 
 
Israel has been set aside, not because there is unrighteousness with God; it is not God's 
unrighteousness, it is God showing mercy that has resulted in that.  We will get to that in a minute.  
Verse 17. 
 
Romans 9:16 says, “So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God.”  You do 
not set up the standards; God sets up the standards.  You do not tell God how he has to work and what 
you are going to do.  He tells you how he is going to work and what you have to do. 

 

Romans 9:17 For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same 

purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and 

that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. (2nd reason = to 

make His name great among the nations through Pharaoh) 

Romans 9:17 – “For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up.”  
That is a quote from Exodus 9:16.  If you go back and read that verse, you will find out who said that to 
Pharaoh.  Jehovah God said that to Pharaoh.  The LORD God said that to Pharaoh, but Romans 9:17 
says, “For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh.”  That is an illustration of the power and the authority of the 
written word of God.  It can be used interchangeably with Jehovah God.  And God the Holy Spirit wrote 
that verse.   
 
That’s from Exodus 9:16.  Paul says in Romans 9:17 that "the scripture saith unto Pharaoh."  In other 
words, what God said to Pharaoh in Exodus 9 was written down in the Bible.   
 
Now, Moses talks to Pharaoh in what language?  In Egyptian.  What did he write it down in, in Exodus?  
Hebrew.  Either way you go with it, Moses had to translate the Egyptian into Hebrew.  Paul says that the 
scripture ("All scripture is given by inspiration by God ….") spoke the translation of that Egyptian into 
Hebrew in Exodus, Chapter 9, and has the authentic mark of the inspiration of God Almighty on it.  Now, 
that’s authoritative translating, brother.   
 
I’m just saying to you that God Almighty expected Moses to translate it, and Paul says he translated it 

and indicates here that it is Scripture.  It’s a translation from Hebrew into Egyptian, and it’s still the Word 
of God.  It’s Scripture.  It’s the inspired Word of God in the translation.   
 
Therefore, conclusion, something to write down:  translating can be done in a satisfactory manner so as 
to preserve the Words of God in our language.  Translating is valid.  Translations are valid.  We could go 
on and on with the passages that demonstrate that it can be done in such a way that you have a 
preserved Word of God in the translation in spite of the limitations and language barriers.   

 
Here is a second answer to the objection to the question:  Is there unrighteousness with God?  No, there 
is not; it is God being merciful.  “For the Scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I 
raised thee up.”  In other words, God has a purpose that He is executing.  The reason Israel has been set 
aside is not because God is unrighteous, it is rather because: 
 
God is being merciful to some people, and 

tw://bible.*/?id=2.33.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=2.33.18-2.33.19|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=2.33.18-2.33.19|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=2.33.18-2.33.19|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.9.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.9.17|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=2.9.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.9.17|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=2.9.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.9.17|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=2.9.0|_AUTODETECT_|


God has a purpose that He is executing. 
 
Verse 18 is the conclusion of the matter. 
 
That verse is a real problem for a lot of people, especially because of verse 18. 
 
My dear friend, if you will write down Exodus 15:14, Joshua 2:9-11, Joshua 9:9, and 1 Samuel 4:7-8, you 
will see that it flat worked.  God's name was magnified through all the nations of the earth, on the basis 
of what He did to Pharaoh.  His purpose was accomplished in what he did to Pharaoh.  He is saying:  
Israel hasn't obtained the promise and the inheritance, not because there is unrighteousness with God, 
but because God has another purpose to accomplish.   
 
You know what that other purpose to accomplish is in the context of Romans 9?  It is the purpose of 
forming the church the body of Christ.  So it isn't that God is unrighteousness, no, no, no, not at all.  God 
is not unrighteous in cutting Israel off, and in delaying them receiving the kingdom and their inheritance.  
Rather He uses a couple of similar situations with Moses to show that God is showing mercy to those that 
He is going to call out here, and that God has another purpose to accomplish before Israel gets her 
deliverance and her inheritance.  So he says: verse 18. 
 
God had a purpose.   God had a purpose not just to give Israel an inheritance, but He had another 
purpose; and He delayed Israel's reception of her promise and of her inheritance in order to accomplish 
another purpose first.  That purpose was to make His name great among the nations—“that I might shew 
my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth.”  God says, I am going 
to magnify my name through Pharaoh, and He had that purpose of magnifying His name before Israel 
got their inheritance.  So He delayed the inheritance in order to deal with Pharaoh as He did to make His 
name great.  Back there with Moses, when God delayed Israel's inheritance, it was in order to show 
mercy to some people who were going to come on down the road; and it was because He had another 
purpose to accomplish first. 
 
Paul says that is the same thing that is going on today.  It isn't that God is unrighteous.   The reason that 
He has cut Israel off and set them aside from their blessings at this moment in the dispensation is grace, 
is not that He is unrighteous; it is that He is showing mercy.   There are some people that are going to 
come that He wants to show mercy to, that He has foreknown, and He has another purpose that He is 
accomplishing before the purpose with Israel will come to pass.    
 
We saw that last week, and we saw how that fits what is going on today.  God is showing mercy today to 
us as members of the body of Christ.  God has a purpose to accomplish in the dispensation of grace, 
before Israel gets her inheritance.  So Paul takes those illustrations, and the similar situation in Moses' 
day, and he says:  Hey, do you see how that happened back there with Israel in Time Past?  Do you 
understand how God delayed giving the judgment and the inheritance through Moses in order to show 
mercy on some people coming on down the road?  Do you understand how God delayed His purpose in 
giving Israel her inheritance so that He could make His name magnified among the Gentiles, through the 
judgment on Pharaoh?  Do you understand that?  God had another purpose to accomplish first.  That is 
exactly what is going on today.   

 

Romans 9:18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, 
and whom he will he hardeneth.  

Romans 9:18 
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18  Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, [That is verses 15 and 16.] and whom he will 
he hardeneth.  [That is verse 17.] 
 
So what you have here is a further explanation, reason given, objection given, or whatever you want to 
call it, to why Israel has been set aside.  What has happened to Israel?  They have lost their privileged 
position that we read about in verses 4 and 5.  They have been cut off; they have been cast aside.  Paul 
is willing that he, himself, would be accursed, cut off from Christ—from the blessings that he has in Christ 
as a member of the body—for his kinsmen.  They have had their position radically changed.  The nation 
has been set aside, and the dispensation of grace has begun.  People say:  Hey, is the Word no good?  
No, that is not the issue; and he explains the issue of election.  Somebody says:  Well, if that is not why 
they were set aside, if it is not because the Word of God is of no value, then is it because God isn't fair?  
Is there something wrong with God?  Is He just fickle?  Does He just change his mind, and can't keep His 
Word?  Is there unrighteousness with God?  He says:  God forbid.  Let me tell you two reasons.    
 
Number 1:  verse 15:   “For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy and I will 
have compassion on whom I will compassion”.  There is something that happened with Moses, and I 
want you to go back there with me.  I think we looked at that last week, didn't we?  Go to Exodus 33.  
We won't have to get all that context, but I want you to notice a couple of things here.  Notice how the 
Apostle Paul goes back into the Old Testament, and picks out a similar situation in the life of Moses, 
where Moses confronted the same issue.  Moses, in Exodus 32 and 33 confronts the issue of:  is God 
unfair?  Is God unrighteous?  Is there some basic flaw in God's himself, and in His Word to them? 
 
It fascinates me to see how Paul, when he quotes an Old Testament passage, does not just proof text.  If 
you go back into the Old Testament, and search out why it is Paul quoted these passages, you see some 
fascinating things.  Paul does not just reach in there with disregard, and pull a verse out of its context.  
Paul goes back into two similar situations that took place in Moses' relationship with Israel.  Remember 
how I pointed out to you, when Paul said, “I could wish myself accursed from Christ for my kinsmen in 
the flesh,” a situation in Exodus 32, where Moses says the same thing, in essence?  And I tried to show 
you that Paul loved Israel no less than Moses did.  Moses, in that context, faced the question that Paul 
anticipates:  Is there unrighteousness with God?  In Exodus 33, a very similar question is raised by 
Moses.  Exodus 33:19 is the quotation. 
 
That is the quote that Paul gives in Romans 9, but notice what God is saying to Moses, and why He said 
that to him.  Go back to verse 1.  Exodus 33:1-4 
 
The issue there with Pharaoh is that God has a purpose.  Again I say to you, this is the second 
explanation of why it is not unrighteousness with God that Israel would be cut off.  Come back with me 
to Exodus 9:16 and notice from where this passage is quoted.  Read the whole passage from verse 13 to 
16.  Exodus 9:13-16 
 
I want you to notice that issue there about the hardening of Pharaoh's heart.  Let's go back to Exodus 7 
again, real quick.  Get Exodus 7 in one hand and Proverbs 29 in the other hand.  It takes just about two 
minutes to understand all that.  I know what the theologians do.  They carp, and holler, and blow steam, 
and sweat, and everything else, about the hardening of Pharaoh's heart.  They accuse God of all kinds of 
things, first one thing, then another.  But if you will take your Bible, and believe what you see in it—
believe what you read—the hardening of Pharaoh's heart is no problem at all.   
 
First of all, Exodus 3:19, God foreknew that Pharaoh was going to respond negatively, and that interprets 
the whole issue of the hardening of his heart.   Pharaoh was already negative in his response to God.  
Now notice Exodus 7, and you will see how God hardens his heart.  Over and over again, it says:  “I will 
harden his heart.”  Exodus 7:2-3, Proverbs 29:1. 
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Do you know how God hardens his heart?  God sent him that Word, sent him that Word, and sent him 
that Word, and he got harder, and he got harder.  God sent him more miracles and he got harder, and 
finally God took that continued negative response, that continued unbelief and rebellion against His 
Word, and He used that for His purposes, and He took the wrath of men, and made it praise Him.  The 
way that He hardened Pharaoh's heart was by sending him that Word, and sending him that Word; telling 
Moses in advance that he wasn't going to believe it.    
 
So you don't have to get all bent out of shape about how God hardened Pharaoh's heart, and how unjust 
God is; it just isn't that way.  God didn't override Pharaoh's will.  It isn’t that God wouldn't let poor little 
old Pharaoh believe.  The will was already set.  The verse said, “He will not let you go.”  Pharaoh's will 
was already made up.  The hardening process was just a delivery of that Word, and that hardening of his 
heart developed in such a way as the plagues forced Pharaoh to an issue that just crystallized his 
rebellion and made it obvious, and God pushed that thing; He pressed the issue.  God did not fix it so 
that Pharaoh couldn't do anything about it or that he couldn't do anything else.  Pharaoh did what he 
wanted to do, and God used that negative response for His own glory. 
 
I have told you before, God knows all of the possibilities; He knows all of the ramifications.  He knows 
where you would have been tonight if you hadn't have been here.  He knows what you would have been 
doing tonight if you weren't here.  He knows what you would have been doing tonight if you hadn't been 
doing the thing that He knew you would have been doing, if you hadn't been here.  He knows all the 
possibilities; He knows what you are going to do tomorrow afternoon at 3:00, and He knows what you 
will do if you don't do that.  He knows all of that.  He is God, folks; and He has fixed the thing so that no 
matter what you do, positive or negative, His Word comes out on the money every time.  And when you 
box Him up, and put Him in a little notebook where you can explain everything about Him, and put Him 
in your back pocket, He isn't any bigger than you are.  That is what Calvinism does, and that is what 
Arminianism does.  But the Book doesn't do that.     
 
Is there unrighteousness with God?  God forbid.  No.  Why?  Number one, God is showing that the delay 
in Israel getting her promises—the delay in the judgment of God falling on Israel, and her being carried 
into the kingdom, saved out of that judgment into the kingdom, the delay in the 70th week of Daniel and 
the kingdom coming, and the delay in the prophetic program—is due to, number one:  God's mercy.  God 
is being merciful to whom He will.  Secondly, God has  a purpose in forming the body of Christ, and He is 
going to accomplish that purpose.   
 
Two things:   
1.  He is being merciful to those whom He has foreknown that He is going to be merciful to.   
2.  He has a purpose that He is going to accomplish first, before Israel gets her promises.  
 
The idea is that God is showing mercy to those He was going to call who He knew were coming, and who 
He foreknew that He would call.  God has delayed Israel in the past.  He delayed Israel's inheritance on 
the basis of the fact that He knew that there were some people coming who He foreknew, that He was 
going to call.  Therefore, He delayed their inheritance in order to have mercy on those people that He 
was going to call.  He will have mercy on whom He will have mercy.  He is not unrighteous in delaying 
Israel's inheritance in the past, in that He was going to show mercy to some more people who were 
coming down the road from where Moses was, and Paul said that is similar to what is going on today.  
The second reason is in verse 17.  He says to Pharaoh: 
 

(19-25= explanation, illustration) 

Romans 9:19 Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? 
For who hath resisted his will?  



(19-25= explanation, illustration) 

Romans 9:19  Thou wilt say then unto me,  
 
In other words, you are going to say then, unto me.  What he is going to discuss now in verses 19-25 is 
based upon what he just told you in verses 15-18:  You know that; thou wilt say then.  You are going to 
say to me—because of what I just told you in verses 14-18.  In other words, here is a conclusion that you 
are going to draw based upon the fact that God is determined to show mercy on those that were going to 
come, and the fact that God has said that He has another purpose to accomplish before Israel gets her 
inheritance.  You are going to say to me then: 
 

Why doth he yet find fault? [That is, Why does He still find fault?] For who hath resisted his will? 
 
What is God's complaint now?   Why does He still, at this point, find fault?  Who has resisted His will?  
Who has stood against Him and stopped His purpose and His determination?  Nobody.  Obviously nobody 
has stood against Him: nobody has stopped Him.  In fact, it is quite clear that He has shown mercy to 
whom he determined to show mercy.  The earlier part of the chapter about the election issue is very 
clear about that.  God has shown mercy to those whom He foreknew were coming, and God has 

accomplished the purpose of making His name great among the nations.  I gave you verses last time on 
verse 9:17, how that back in Time Past, with Rahab and others, His name was magnified.  They saw 
what He did to Pharaoh, and their hearts melted before the Lord.  His name had been magnified.  In fact, 
in Romans 2:24:  Romans 2:24 
 
I mean, folks, the name of God had gone out among all the nations, and God Almighty was known 
among the nations through Israel.   That purpose had been accomplished.  What they knew about Him in 

Romans 2:24 was bad, because Israel's testimony had been bad.  But my point to you is that they could 
logically say:  God has accomplished His purpose.  God has shown mercy to whom He has shown mercy.   
So why does He still delay?  What is He waiting on?  Nobody has been able to thwart, or resist, or to stop 
Him from doing what He wants to do.  That word fault there—“Why doth he yet find fault?”  Do you 
know what a fault is?  It is a complaint.  In fact, the Greek word there is a very interesting word.  It is 
only used three times in your New Testament.  It is used in Mark 7:2 where it is a reference to Christ’s 
disciples.  Look over there with me.  Mark 7:2, Hebrews 8:7-8. 

 
The idea there is very clear.  God found a fault with the first covenant.  What was the fault?  The fault 
was the fact that the people couldn't keep it.  God found a reason in the first covenant not to go on with 
it, but rather to change to a new covenant; and the problem was that the people couldn't keep the thing.  
I say that to you so that you understand what Paul is dealing with here in Romans 9:19.  Why does He 
yet find fault?  In other words, the question is:  Why is God still finding a reason?  If God has shown 
mercy to those whom He foreknew, and God has accomplished His purpose of magnifying His name, 

(and it is obvious that He has done these things), then why is He still finding another reason?  What has 
He found now to keep from giving Israel the inheritance?  Who has resisted His will?  Nobody has been 
able to stop Him.  He has accomplished things, so now what has come up?  You have to remember 
where you are dispensationally; and you have to think back into Romans 1, and the things that we 
discussed back there when we were discussing the giving up of the world, and those kinds of things.    
 
Go back with me to Daniel 9, Luke 23, and Acts 7—three passages.  You don't need any long discussion 

on these passages, because we have been over them; but I want to call them to your attention.  Who 
has resisted His will?  No one has.  Gentlemen, that sort of question:  “Hey man, what is going on?” 
indicates some frustration.  He is saying:  Okay, He didn't delay and cut off Israel because the Word 
didn't work.  He cut them off because he had mercy for some people to whom He wanted to show mercy, 
and He had a purpose that He wanted to accomplish.   
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Okay, but He has done all that.  He has shown mercy, He has accomplished His purpose.  Now what is 
He waiting on?  If I tell you that God had mercy that He wanted to show, and He had a purpose that He 
wanted to accomplish, and that is why He had cut Israel off, and that is why He has held up the 
inheritance, you are going to say to me:  Paul says that has been accomplished.  Now what is He waiting 
on?  I want you to understand that those things had been accomplished, and the time was there.  Daniel 
9, the prophetic time schedule, shows that nobody had stopped His will.  Read Daniel 9:22-27. 
 
Paul is confronting the issue of Israel being set aside, and he is responding basically to some objections 
that a Jew might raise.  First, he would raise the objection: What is the matter?  Is something the matter 
with the Word of God?  He answers:  No, there is nothing the matter with the Word.  God's Word is doing 
exactly what He intended it to do.  God has always been saving a remnant out of Israel; and it has 
always been on the basis of a remnant that God has dealt with Israel.   
 
Then he says:  What then, if it isn't that the Word has failed, is it that God is unfair?  Is there 
unrighteousness with God?  He demonstrates that that is not true in verses 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18, on 
the issue of mercy.  “I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy.”  Then there is the issue of delaying 
His purpose, and giving Israel her inheritance because He had another purpose to accomplish first.  Now, 
on the basis of that issue of the mercy, and delay principle in verses 16- 18, he says in verse 19: 
 
Romans 9:19  Thou wilt say then [In other words, because of the issue of God showing mercy, you will 
say then] unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? 
 
They are going to say: Okay, if God has the thing worked out where His purpose is going to be 
accomplished, then why does He always finding another reason to hold back on things?  What is the 
reason here?  Who can stop His purposes?    
 
 

 

Romans 9:20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? 
Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made 
me thus?  

“Who art thou that repliest against God?”  He says no, no, no, no, no.  You have no business arguing 
with what God Almighty chooses, and determines to do.  God is God, and Paul makes it a sharp rebuke.  
He is not just saying no [quietly].  He is saying, “NO!  Who do you think you are arguing with God?”   

The issue in the passage here is the sovereignty of God, and that is why people latch onto this passage—
to try to talk to you about God's sovereignty.  The issue is that God has the right and the free will to do 
as He pleases.  Now I want you to understand, God is sovereign.  God has the free will to do as He 
pleases.   
 
The key in that, that makes God's free will such a wonderful thing, is that God is a God of love, a God of 
grace, a God of righteousness, a God of holiness, and a God of justice.  Therefore His free will is to do 

what His nature chooses and pleases.  God's will always functions on the basis of His holiness, His justice, 
His righteousness, His goodness, His grace, and His love.  You see, the goodness, and the grace, and the 
love, and the compassion, and the righteousness, and the holiness, and the integrity of Almighty God is 
what determines what He does.  He is free to do as He pleases and He pleases to do always what is 
right.  That is the reason that the sovereignty of God is never a frightening thing to the believer when 
properly understood.  It is not some capricious kind of thing where God is being a bully because “might 
makes right.”  That is the average theological view. 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=27.9.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=27.9.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=27.9.22-27.9.27|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.9.19|_AUTODETECT_|


When some talk about God's sovereignty, the idea is that He has to be allowed to do whatever He is 
powerful enough to do.  No, no, no, that isn't the idea.  God's sovereignty is not the idea of just doing 
whatever He has the power to do.  That isn't the idea at all.  It isn't the idea that He is just a bully, able 
to do whatever might would allow Him to do.  That isn't it.  That is Satan's idea of sovereignty.  Satan 
tries to take over by force, but that isn't God's idea.  God's sovereignty is just free will.  He has the free 
will—the freedom—to do that which He pleases—the right to do that which He pleases to do.    
 
That is what he argues here.  “Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me 
thus?”  Can the creature say to the Creator, What are you doing, man? and become the boss?  No.  God 
is the chooser.  God is the sovereign.  God has absolute free will to do what God desires to do.  Verse 21 
is very important. 
 
Exactly what is going on there?  It is important to grasp the context.  Go back to verse 5, and notice who 
that rod and that ax, in verse 15, is.  Isaiah 10:5-7 
 

Romans 9:21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same 
lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 
(illustration) Jer 18, Isa 45:9-11, 64:8 

Hath not [Here is an illustration that would be very familiar to a Jew.  Hath not) the potter power over 
the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 
 
It is important that you understand this issue of the potter taking the vessel and making one vessel unto 
honor and another vessel unto dishonor.  Come back with me to Jeremiah 18, and notice the action of 
the potter.  This is a very familiar thing to the nation Israel, because God used this illustration of a potter 
with Israel to describe her situation.  In fact, He used it to describe her situation in the context of the 
delay of her receiving her inheritance.  Jeremiah 18:1-10 
 
Now God at this time, (Romans 9), has shaped His vessel—Israel—into a vessel of dishonor.  And my 
dear friend, Paul is saying: “If God, who all through Israel's history is the potter, and He can shape them 
into a vessel of honor and dishonor at His choosing on the basis of His standards, they can't argue with 
Him—they are not to reply against Him.  On the basis of their response to Him, He shapes them from a 
vessel of honor, into a vessel of dishonor.   God has shaped His vessel, Israel, to dishonor; and He has 
every right to do what He is doing.  The potter has the right to shape and to reshape the vessel, and that 
is exactly what God is doing with Israel—He has reshaped them into vessels of dishonor.  In other words, 
at this time the nation Israel is not receiving the honor which she previously had.   
 
A vessel of honor—honor is special favor, and it is applied to the Lord's dealings with the nation Israel.   
Honor—Israel had a position of honor.   Go back and look at verses 4 and 5:  the adoption and the glory, 
the covenants, the services, the law, the promises, Christ; they had a position of honor before God, and 
the Gentiles are down here in a position of wrath.  They are cut off; they are in a position of “the times of 
ignorance” Paul calls it.  Go back in Romans chapter 1 in your mind, and remember what you learned 
about where Israel was in Romans 1.  “But now the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
unrighteousness and ungodliness of men...” and he describes how that God has left the nations down 
here to walk in their own ways, in the time of ignorance.  You remember all that, don't you?  He is going 
back to that issue of the dispensational position that you are in at a time when the wrath of God was 
ready to be revealed.   
 
God held back His wrath, poured out His longsuffering, and His grace in the dispensation of grace, over 
here [But Now].  These people down here, didn't have any honor, no special treatment from God, the 
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special treatment belonged to Israel up here, and they were vessels unto honor.  Now, God has reshaped 
them and made them vessels of dishonor.  He has cut them off from that privileged position and status of 
honor and privilege, and they don't have any privileged status before God.  They don't have any 
privileged position before God.  They have been set down here—in the same position that the Gentiles 
were in, in Time Past, a position of dishonor—and they no longer receive special favor and treatment 
from God.   They have been reshaped—that is the point.  Who has resisted God's will?  Nobody has.  
Hey, God has reshaped those dudes, that is what is going on.  Verse 22: 
 
The issue in this passage has to do with the reshaping of the nation Israel.  God has reshaped Israel, and 
that is what Paul is talking about.  He has reshaped Israel from a vessel of honor into a vessel of 
dishonor.  He has taken her from her privileged position of rank, authority, and honor, and put her into a 
position of dishonor with the Gentiles.  The circumcision were in a position of honor, and the 
uncircumcision were in a position of dishonor in Time Past.  The uncircumcision were called vessels of 
wrath.  Israel had a position of honor, and Israel has fallen.  They have fallen, and they no longer occupy 
that position of honor, rank, authority, and privilege before God that they once had in Time Past.    
 
In the But Now dispensation, they have fallen, and they don't occupy that dispensationally advantaged, 
privileged position any longer.  The issue in the passage is the fact that God has the right to reshape 
Israel as He sees fit on the basis of her response to Him.  This is not a new issue.  This is not a new 
phenomenon. It is something that the nation Israel is thoroughly familiar with.  Notice the figure in verse 
21 of the potter.  He doesn't just bring that issue of the potter out of the air.  Last time we went over 
passages in the Old Testament that Israel was familiar with.  God told Jeremiah to go down to the 
potter's house, and see what goes on there; and he sees that the issue is the action of the potter.  Notice 
verse 21. 
 
Romans 9:21  Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto 
honour, and another unto dishonour? 
 
He does not take two lumps and make two vessels.  Jeremiah sees the potter, who has the clay on the 
wheel, he is spinning the wheel, he begins to make the clay into a vessel, and then the clay is marred.  
Remember the passage in Jeremiah 18?  He makes that vessel, and then it is marred.  It is messed up.  
There is a rock or a stone or some problem with it.  So he takes it and squishes it all back down, and 
starts over again.  He applies that in Jeremiah 18 to the nation Israel, and he says:  I will make you a 
vessel of honor if you respond to my Word, and walk in my statutes; but if you don't, then I'll bring 
dishonor on you—I will treat you dishonorably.  I will put the Gentiles in the land, and I will destroy you.   
 
And what happens in Jeremiah's day is, the Babylonians come along and carry them away, and treat 
them with dishonor.  It is not something new that God just did right now.  This issue of Israel being a 
vessel of honor and then a vessel of dishonor is not new.  What is new is the fact that it is the 
dispensational change that had not happened before.  But the issue of reshaping Israel from a vessel of 
honor unto dishonor is something that Israel was familiar with; they understood that issue.  Paul is 
saying: God has a right to do that, He has done it in the past, and He has done it again today.    
 
Not only has He reshaped Israel today, but He has reshaped the Gentiles also.  Verse 22. 
 
 
(22-24 We are included)  

Romans 9:22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his 
power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath 
fitted to destruction:  
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22  What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, [That is Romans 1:18, again—
Willing to shew His wrath and make His power known] endured with much longsuffering [Longsuffering is 
the very heart of the dispensation of grace.  God endured with much longsuffering,] the vessels of wrath 
fitted to destruction:  
 
Here is a different kind of a vessel.  It is not a vessel of honor.  This is a vessel of wrath.  The Gentiles 
have been shaped in Time Past, into vessels of wrath.  Israel was a vessel of honor, a vessel of special 
privilege and position.  The Gentiles were vessels of wrath, shaped that way in Time Past.  What if God, 
willing to show His wrath, and make His power known, endured with much longsuffering, the vessels of 
wrath, fitted to destruction… 
 
Hold your hand there and come back to Romans 1:18, and notice that in the dispensation of grace, God 
is making known His wrath, and showing His power.  We have already discussed this—the very first 
foundation issue that Paul lays down is the issue of the wrath of God.  You will never understand the very 
basis of the gospel, the very beginning points and steps, if you don't get this issue of God's wrath.  It is a 
dispensational issue.  I hope and I pray you understand why we pounded on that when we went through 
chapter 1.  Romans 1:17-18 
 
Didn't we talk last week about the issue of these vessels of wrath being fitted for destruction?  God 
endures these vessels with much long suffering.  Folks, the very characteristic and nature of the 
dispensation of grace in which we live, is the issue of God's longsuffering; and you understand that from 
Romans 1.  We have talked about the issue of the wrath of God.  The time had come when the wrath of 
God was ready to be poured out, and God interrupted that pouring out of His wrath by the dispensation 
of grace; and the age in which we live is an age in which God's wrath is being withheld—the issue of 
longsuffering.  Paul identifies himself as a pattern that Jesus Christ might show forth all longsuffering, in 
him for a pattern to them which hereafter believe.  The longsuffering of God is the pattern for our age.   
Peter writes about what Paul writes, and he says:  “Account that the long suffering of our Lord is 
salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written 
unto you.”  The issue is that this age is an age of longsuffering, and what if God, willing to make His 
power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted for destruction?  Why did He 
do that?  That He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had afore 
prepared unto glory.  You see, He didn't just take Israel and set them aside; He is taking these vessels of 
wrath, and elevating them to vessels of mercy.  Both Israel and the Gentiles have been reshaped.   
 
And the reason for that, Paul is saying, is that He has a secret.  He has a purpose that He purposed out 
here before the foundation of the world—that purpose being the formation of the body of Christ, us 
sharing the glory of His Son, and the glorification of Christ in the ages to come.  That purpose which He 
foreknew, which He planned in the past, is the reason that God has reshaped Israel at this time.  And the 
reshaping of Israel has to do with Israel being set aside from her position of rank, and from her position 
of honor and privilege.  And the Gentiles, the vessels of wrath, become vessels of mercy—vessels upon 
whom God's mercy is demonstrated.  So right at this point, when he talks about the vessels of wrath 
fitted for destruction, he is talking about when the time was right, and ready, when it was fit, when it 
was meet, for the wrath of God to be poured out, God, at that point, withheld His wrath, and 
demonstrated His longsuffering.  God has reshaped, or refashioned, or reconstituted the vessels of wrath 
unto vessels of mercy.    
 

 

Romans 9:23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on 
the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory,  
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23  And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared unto glory,  [Who are they?] 
 
You see, based on foreknowledge, God has prepared and predestined that these people in here [But 
Now] would share the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He has fore prepared them for glory.  The point 
that Paul is making is that the vessels of honor have been reshaped into vessels of dishonor.  The vessels 
of dishonor have been reshaped into vessels of honor; in order that God might now accomplish a secret 
purpose which He had before the foundation of the world—before the world began.  It isn't something 
that hasn't happed to Israel before; that is, being shaped from honor to dishonor.  The secret purpose 
never was involved before; but now it is, and Paul only mentions us, the body of Christ, in passing here.  
Notice verse 24.  Who are the vessels of mercy? 

 

Romans 9:24 Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but 
also of the Gentiles?  

You see, God has chosen us; and He calls us “vessels of mercy” in verse 23.  Why has Israel not received 

her promises?  Why has Israel been cut off in the dispensation of grace?  Is it because God is 

unrighteous, and untrue to His Word, and not going to keep His Word?  Is it because the Word of God 

can't get the job done?  No, it is because God is being merciful, and if God wants to be merciful, that is 

God's business.  God has a purpose today of showing mercy to some vessels of mercy, and He has some 

people who He has foreknown and called on the basis of that foreknowledge, and He is saving them.  Do 

you see that?  To me, it is fantastic to get that.  Now go back to Romans 9:14-15. 

 
Do you see that?  Everything has been accomplished.  There was not anybody to stop him.  What is the 
reason that He hasn't gone on?  Listen: that He might show forth His longsuffering.  Do you remember 
our studies in Romans 1?  The very nature of the dispensation of grace has to do with the fact that God 
is withholding His wrath today, and He is pouring out His grace.  The very nature of the dispensation of 

grace is that it is a dispensation of longsuffering.  I Timothy 1:16, Paul is a pattern of God’s longsuffering 
to them who would hereafter believe on him.  1 Timothy 1:16 
 
24  Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? [The Body of Christ.] 
 
The members of the body of Christ are described formerly as the vessels of wrath; whom He has 
reshaped, and made vessels of mercy.  God is the potter, and it is His business.  He has the right to take 
a vessel of honor and reshape it into a vessel of dishonor.  Israel is being cut off, and set aside—placed 
in a position of no privilege.  And God also has the right to take the vessels of wrath—the Gentiles—and 
make them into vessels of mercy.    
 
What you have in verses 22-24, is a description of the reshaping of the Gentiles into vessels of mercy—
from vessels of wrath, to vessels of mercy.   Why has God found another reason to delay Israel's 
inheritance?  Because He has reshaped Israel from a vessel of honor to dishonor; and He has reshaped 
the Gentiles from vessels of wrath to vessels of mercy.   Notice verse 22:  “What if God, willing to show 
His wrath, and to make His power known, endured with much longsuffering…”  I say to you again, the 
very basic characteristic of the dispensation of grace is that issue of God holding back His wrath when it 
was ready to be poured out.  Longsuffering means withholding the wrath.  Come to I Timothy 1.  1 
Timothy 1:15-16 
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That is all that he says about the body of Christ.  He just mentions the body in passing, and that is all 
that he says on the body, because the subject and the issue in Romans 9 is not the body of Christ.  The 
subject and the issue in Romans 9, 10, and 11, is Israel.  He goes back to Israel being reshaped in verse 
25 and following.  He brings in the issue in verses 22, 23, and 24, about the body of Christ in order to 
explain what has taken place—what the purpose is in here [But Now].  God said:  I am going to have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy.  There are people coming down yonder in the future, (he told Moses), 
after you, that I am going to have mercy on; and therefore, I am delaying Israel's inheritance in order to 
have mercy on those people. 
 
Paul said: that is happening today.  God foreknew that He was going to have mercy on the body of 
Christ, so He has delayed Israel's inheritance in order to have mercy on the body of Christ.   
 
He told Moses in verses 15, 16, and 17, that He was going to destroy Egypt and bring Israel out; but He 
delayed that purpose because He raised up Pharaoh to make His name great.  He had a purpose that He 
was going to accomplish before He gave Israel her inheritance, and that was to magnify His name 
through the destruction of Pharaoh.  He has a purpose that He is executing, and He delays giving Israel 
her inheritance to accomplish that purpose.  What is that purpose?  That purpose is the purpose that He 
had before the world began—the formation of the church the body of Christ.  And they are saying:  Who 
can resist His will?  I mean, the Jews are just throwing their hands up in frustration, and saying:  Huh?  
What does He think He is doing?  He is just going to keep finding a reason, finding a reason, finding a 
reason, not to give us our inheritance. 
 
And Paul says:  Wait a minute, fellow.  Who are you to be talking like that to God?  You know that all 
through Time Past, God has taken the vessels of honor and made them into vessels of dishonor.  He has 
taken you—that vessel that He was making unto honor—and because of your negative response—
because of your failure—He has had to squish it all back down, and make it a vessel of dishonor.  Isn't 
that something that you are familiar with, you Jewish brethren, (brethren in the national sense)?  He 
says:  What is the big deal?  God has a purpose here, and God is accomplishing that purpose.  In the rest 
of the passage, he is going to amplify the issue of the reshaping of Israel.   

 

Romans 9:25 As he saith also in Osee, I will call them my people, which 
were not my people; and her beloved, which was not beloved.  (Little flocks) 

(Issue here is Israel) (Hoe 1) 

Immediately in verse 25, he goes back to Israel, because the context here isn't the body of Christ.  The 
context is Israel; he gets back to the body of Christ later on.    

 
The issue here is Israel.   Why has God set aside Israel?  Why has He cut off Israel?  It is not because 
the Word of God is of none effect, and it is not because there is any unrighteousness in God, and it is not 
because He hasn't got a right to do it.  He is totally consistent with Himself.  We will go on through the 
passage next time, and we will see that consistent principle, whereby God operates. 
 
Verse 25:  “As he saith also in Osee”.  That is Hosea, and of course you understand that the reason it is 

spelled Osee, rather than Hosea, is that there is a difference between Greek and Hebrew.  You are seeing 
the Greek spelling here.  Greek doesn't have the H, so you wouldn’t have the H on it in the New 
Testament.  A lot of times New Testament names will be spelled differently than they will be spelled in 
the Old Testament.  Look at verse 27: Esaias—that is Isaiah in the Old Testament.  The reason for that is 
the difference in spelling in different languages.  For example, the name John in Russian, is Ivan.   How 
can you get two dissimilar names like that?  But that is the same name.  Pierre is French for Peter.  
Richard in English, is Ricardo in Spanish, but they are the same name.  Osee is Hosea. 
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Notice that word as in verse 25.  “As he saith also in Osee.”  That as, is a way of saying:  He has done 
this reshaping of Israel back here in the same manner that He did in the past with Israel.  He is doing a 
similar thing now to what He did in Hosea's day.  Sometimes people will use that against you.  In fact, 
last week Art had somebody try to use that on him.  See verses 25 and 26. 
 
My point to you, and what Paul is getting at here is, God in the past has reshaped the nation Israel; and 
Paul is saying in Romans 9: Hey guys, you understand this, and you ought not complain about it.  In the 
past, God has reshaped Israel from a vessel of honor to dishonor, and from a vessel of dishonor back into 
a vessel of honor.  That is what is going on today, and it is not a permanent situation.    
 
That is important to notice.  They haven't been shaped into vessels of dishonor permanently; and that is 
the reason that Paul quotes that part of the passage in Romans 9.  He does not quote the passage about 
the being shaped into vessels of dishonor, but he quotes the passages in 9:25 and 26 about them being 
shaped from vessels of dishonor, into vessels of honor—being restored back.  Why?  Because God has set 
them aside now, but they don't have any reason to complain about that because God is not unfaithful to 
His Word.  God isn't through with Israel.  God has not set them aside where He is not going to deal with 
them anymore; He is going to regather them.  He is going to reshape them back into vessels of honor.   
 
So they don't have any reason to complain.  They are thoroughly familiar with Him taking them as 
vessels of dishonor, and bringing them back into a position of vessels of honor.  And if God today has 
done something that is like that, if He has done something similar, He has made them vessels of dishonor 
in order to accomplish a purpose that He foreordained before the foundation of the world to accomplish—
forming the body of Christ.  He has delayed Israel's inheritance in order to accomplish that purpose.  God 
is consistent with His compassion.  He is consistent with His own delay/mercy principle—with delaying the 
inheritance to accomplish His purpose.  He is consistent with the reshaping.  He is consistent with 
Himself.   
 
All the complaining and arguing that they are doing, and the objections that they are raising; are 
objections that only indicate that they still aren't seeing what is going on.  That is the reason that when 
we get to verse 30 and following, he is going to deal with the issue of why Israel has fallen.  Right now 
he is dealing with what is going on—what is happening.  When he gets to verse 30, he is going to tell 
them why it is happening.  The reason that it is happening, folks, is that Israel doesn't know what is 
going on, and he is trying to tell them:  “Hey, you already have all this stuff.  It is consistent with what 
God has been doing all along.”  Now look at verse 27, and notice how he again quotes a passage, this 
time from Isaiah, that emphasizes the fact that the present situation with Israel is not permanent.   
 
Now, what he’s saying in Verse 24 is like what Hosea said in Verse 25.  Hosea was a prophet to the 
Northern Kingdom, a prophet to Israel and yet, there Paul doesn’t say “Israel or the Gentiles,” he says 
“Jews.”  Romans 11:1 

 

Romans 9:26 And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was 
said unto them, Ye are not my people; there shall they be called the 
children of the living God.  (Little flocks) (Issue here is Israel) (Hoe 1)  

People will take that and say:  See, that is taking the Gentiles and making them the people of God.  The 
answer to that is the next verse. 
 
Notice, “I will call them my people, which were not my people.”  That is taking somebody who has been 
made a vessel of dishonor and making them a vessel of honor.  “And it shall come to pass, that in the 
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place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people; there shall they be called the children of the 
living God.”  God has taken Israel and reshaped them in the past.  Go back with me to Hosea, chapter 1.  
Again, it is not a new phenomenon—this reshaping of Israel.  It is not something brand new, it is not a 
new issue, it is not a new idea; and Paul is saying that what He is doing over here in the Acts period is 
similar to what He did back yonder.  He has reshaped Israel.    
 
Now again, back in Time Past, He didn't take the dispensational advantage away that they had, but He 
does quit treating them with honor, and begin treating with dishonor by putting a Gentile nation in 
charge of them.  Over here [But Now] they have fallen dispensationally.  They lose their place of honor, 
down to a place of dishonor; and Paul says:  Hey, the reason for that is that God has a right to reshape 
you today, just as He did in the past on the basis of your negative response to Him.  His purpose now in 
reshaping them is to form the body of Christ.  Hosea 1:1-11 

 

Romans 9:27 Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of 
the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be 
saved:  

(sbi-.10: 22-þ23 þ “ bn{kmtb-te, \nsâ P\w ISÂ¡-c-bnse aWÂ t]mse Bbn-cp-¶mepw AXnÂ Hcp tijn-¸p-am{Xw aS-§n-hcpw;) (AXv Ahsc ssZhw am\-]m-{X-

¯nÂ \n¶v A]-am-\-]m-{X-am-¡p-¶-Xn\p kam-\-am-W.v AÈq-cns\ Ab¨v bn{km-tb-ens\ A]-am-\n-¡p-Ibpw ASn-a-s¸-Sp-¯p-I-bpw sNbvXp) 

 

Romans 9:28 For he will finish the work, and cut it short in 
righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth.  

Now notice with me verses 27 and 28, and I want you to stop and think about something.  I want you to 
notice how Paul uses these Old Testament quotations.  That quotation in verses 27 and 28 is from Isaiah 
10, and the one in verse 29 is from Isaiah 1.  A lot of times people give you the idea that Paul just takes 
these Old Testament quotations, reaches back, and grabs something that is sort of a spiritual proof text, 
and pop, just puts it over here.   
 
I hope you have noticed as we have gone through chapter 9 where Paul is dealing with Israel, that he 

goes back into Israel's Scripture, and quotes passages out of Israel's Scripture to prove what is going on.  
He does not proof text.  Rather, they are all contextually important, and quite appropriate.  Paul, each 
time, in verses 15 and 16, 17, verses 25, and 26, and then in 27, 28, and 29, goes back into the Old 
Testament, into a similar situation—a similar context to Romans 9—and brings in an appropriate 
explanatory verse that explains for them what is going on, and places it in Romans 9.   
 
Paul's use of the Old Testament is not haphazard, that is what I am trying to say to you.  Paul's use of 

the Old Testament is contextually consistent and appropriate.  It is important to notice that, because a lot 
of times people will look at these quotes and will say:  See, Paul just allegorized these passages.  And 
this is where the allegorical school of thought comes from—interpreting the Scripture allegorically, not 
literally, but just taking it and saying: “it says this, and therefore, it can mean anything.”  That is where 
that comes from.  It is a lack of appreciation for the quotations that Paul makes from the Old Testament.  
I have read books, and heard grace preachers talk about Paul's use of the Old Testament like it was just 
allegorical, and like it didn't make a hill of sense.  But as I go through here and read these quotes, and 

see what he quotes, and how they fit together, I am impressed every time.   
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Go back with me to Isaiah 10 where this is a quote from, and let me show you how perfectly this passage 
fits, and is exactly what he is talking about.  There is a similarity between the events in Romans 9, and 
what is going on in Isaiah 10:22-23, which is the passage that Paul quotes.  Isaiah 10:22-23 

 

Romans 9:29 And as Esaias said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had 
left us a seed, we had been as Sodoma, and been made like unto 
Gomorrha.  (Issue here is Israel)  

Verse 29, “And as Esaias said before,” is talking about Israel.  He is not taking the thing and applying it 
to the Gentiles.  He is applying it to Israel.  Israel's situation is that they were a vessel of honor and they 
have been reshaped into a vessel of dishonor, and he says: what has happened to Israel—being 
reshaped into a vessel of dishonor—is exactly like, or similar to the situation that happened back in 
Hosea's Day. 

 
“And as Isaiah said before”—before the quote there in verses 27 and 28. 
 
He is saying that Isaiah also cries concerning Israel, and what does he say?  A remnant shall be saved.  
That is just like:  God has reshaped them from a vessel of honor to a vessel of dishonor.  They are not 
always going to be a vessel of dishonor, but He is going to reshape them again into a vessel of honor; 
and He is going to do it on the remnant-seed basis, which is the basis that He has always operated on.  

He dealt with that in verses 6-13.  God isn't through with Israel; that is the point.  And what they ought 
to do is praise God for His faithfulness, and praise God for His righteousness, and praise God for His 
mercy instead of complaining—instead of reproaching God, and complaining, and arguing, and griping, 
and murmuring.  They ought to be thanking God, and understanding God's faithfulness.   
 
See what he says in verse 28:  “For he will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness.”  You see, 
God is faithful, He is not unfaithful.  They asked back in verse 14:  Is there unrighteousness with God?  

And he concludes the answer with:  God is working on the basis of His righteousness, not His 
unrighteousness; and what should they be doing?  Instead of complaining and reproaching God, they 
ought to be thanking God and praising Him for what He is doing.  But what is Israel doing?  They don't 
understand what is going on.  Chapter 10:18, he says:  Romans 10:18-19 
 

Israel's Unbelief (Reason to fall = Unbelief, forknowedge & honour Gentiles ) 

tdmaÀ 8: 29 þ30 þ “Ah³ ap¶-dn-ª-hsc hnfn¨pw hnfn-¨-hsc  \oXn-I-cn¨pw \oXn-I-cn-¨-hsc tXP-kv-I-cn-¨pan-cn-¡p¶p  

1 sI-mcn 2: 7þ “ssZhw temI- kr-jvSn-¡p- aps¼ \½psS tXP-Ên-\mbn ap³\n-b-an-¨Xpw ------ 

tbip ]d-ªXv: \n§Ä A{_m-lm-ansâ k´Xn Bbn-cn-s¶-¦nÂ A{_mlmansâ ssZhw Ab¨ Fs¶ hnizkn¡p-am-bn-cp-¶p.  A{_m-lm-ansâ ssZhamIp¶p Rm³.  \n§Ä 
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(B {InkvXp-hn-s\-¡p-dn-¨pÅ hN-\-§Ä \n§-fpsS hmbnÂ Xs¶ Dv, \n§-fpsS lyZ-b-¯nepw Ccn-¡p-¶p) 
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Romans 9:30 What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed 
not after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the 
righteousness which is of faith.  

In Romans 9:30, Paul is describing the present condition of the nation Israel:  how God has taken them 
from the position of honor which they once had, and placed them into a position of dishonor—vessels of 
dishonor among the Gentiles.  And he is asking a series of questions in Romans 9 about what we are to 
understand seeing that God has done this.  What are we going to say then?  Here is the conclusion that 
he draws based on the reshaping of Israel.  Verse 30-33. 
 
“What shall we say then...,” here is what we are going to say: the Gentiles got it, and the Israelites 
didn't.  What he is doing there is:  this is a conclusion that you and I should be able to recognize.  He 
already told us here about the issue of Israel.  Now he is going to begin in verse 32 and down through 
chapter 10 with the issue of why Israel was cut off.   
 
Why is it that God has reshaped Israel from a vessel of honor unto a vessel of dishonor?  Why is it that 
Israel has been set aside?  Why is it that God has cut them off?  The issue in chapter 10, with it 
beginning in chapter 9, verse 30, is going to be, why was Israel cut off?  Then chapter 11, verse 1:  
Romans 11:1 
 
Right now, you are in chapter 9, verse 30, and he is dealing with the conclusion based on the issue of the 
reshaping of Israel.  I want to emphasize that issue to you, because I want you to understand that Paul 
is dealing, (beginning with verse 14 and following, especially verses 20-22 and following), with the issue 
of the reshaping of Israel:  the fact that God has a purpose—a secret purpose—that He is accomplishing 
today.  The reason that He has cut Israel off and has given this opportunity to the Gentiles is that they 
might attain the righteousness of faith.  He is going to give you the reason in verse 30. 
 
Q:  How would you illustrate the righteousness of faith under the law?  Seeing that Moses said, “the 
righteousness of faith.” 
 
A:  I used the illustration a minute ago:  that the guy is a sinner.  Here is the law.  He violates the law.  
He, by faith, understands that he violates it.  The other guy says:  No, I'm not like these other people, I 
don't do these things.  Jesus says:  Nay, you are two fold more the child of hell than they are.  You do it, 
but you don't recognize it.  See, they reject the council of God against them that tells them that they are 
wrong.  The man admits that he is a sinner, and he admits that he has broken the law, and he does what 
the law tells him to do.  He says:  This is God's Word to me, and it tells me that I am wrong, and it tells 
me what to do when I am wrong, so believing that this is what God wants him to do when he is wrong, 
he goes and offers the sacrifice.   
 

Romans 9:31 But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, 
hath not attained to the law of righteousness.  

(bn{k-mtbÂ Xnc-ªX-v -F-´mWv? \oXn) 

The idea is that the Gentiles have gotten the position; they have gotten the righteousness, and they 
didn't follow after righteousness.  Israel followed after the law of righteousness, and what did they do?   
They didn't get it; they didn't get righteousness.  Verse 30 is very pungent in its way of describing what 
is going on here.  Why did the Gentiles attain the righteousness which is of faith? 
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“That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness...”  What was the Gentile doing?  Was he 
going about trying to be righteous?  No.  What does he do?  He is not trying to be righteous.  What have 
the Gentiles done?  What have you learned in the first 8 chapters?  What did you learn in the first 5 
chapters?  What does the Gentile do?  He just takes his place as a sinner, and does what he is told.  
What is he told to do?  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is told to believe on Him that justifies the 
ungodly.  To him that worketh is the reward reckoned of debt, not grace.  Is the Gentile working?   Not 
on your life.  What is he doing?  He is not working to get righteous; “but to him that worketh not, but 
believeth on Him that justifeth the ungodly.”    
 
That Gentile says:  Hey, I am just ungodly; I need a Savior.  He believes in the Savior, and by faith he 
gets righteousness.  Where does he get his justification?  He gets the righteousness of faith.  Instead of 
working to get righteous, he just believes.  Now the Gentiles have the privilege of attaining the 
righteousness; but Israel, now remember this: “which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not 
attained to the law of righteousness...”  Remember something, would you?  This age in which we live is 
not the first time that God has ever dealt with Gentiles.   
 
This age is not the first time that a Gentile could ever be saved.   A lot of times we are misunderstood 
about this issue, and I don't want you to misunderstand.  A lot of times when we are trying to make the 
distinction between the mystery and the prophecy program, we are misunderstood by people; and 
sometimes grace people misunderstand this issue.  In the prophetic program, Gentiles could be saved.  
In fact, there are whole chapters in the Old Testament that identify and give the details of how it is that a 
Gentile in time past could be saved, and could come in and become a part of Israel, and get blessings.  
There are prophecies, (Isaiah 11;  Zachariah 8, and on and on you go), where it is prophesied that the 
Gentiles are going to have their lands blessed; they are going to receive blessing.  How?  Through Israel.  
 
Gentile salvation is not a secret; it is not a mystery; it is clearly prophesied.  In fact, the promise that God 
gave to Abraham was that “in thy seed, all the nations…” and the word Gentiles simply means the 
nations.   Ethnos is the Greek word, and we get our word ethnic from that.  That is a term that describes; 
it is the word nations in the plural.  The Gentiles is just all the nations of the earth—that is what He told 
Abraham.  In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth—all the Gentiles—shall be blessed.   
 
Gentile salvation is the goal of the fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant.  So don't ever say, don't ever 
feel like, don't ever think that the Gentiles could only be saved in this But Now dispensation.  You need to 
be careful the way you say things, so that people won't misunderstand you to be saying that Gentiles 
couldn't get saved before today.  That isn't true.  The Gentiles could be saved in the kingdom program—
the prophetic program.  They were saved.  God did deal with them, but He always dealt with them 
through the promise that He gave to Israel.  They were proselytes, people that feared God, and came 
through Israel.  So you want to remember that.    
 
Paul says:  “the Gentiles which followed not after righteousness, have attained to righteousness.”  What 
Paul is dealing with in Romans 9 that is special, and makes this different from Gentiles getting saved in 
the past through Israel, is because here, Israel has what?  They have been reshaped.  Israel has fallen, 
and these Gentiles are not getting saved through Israel.  In fact, they don't need any contact with Israel 
at all, because if you have contact with Israel, what happens to you in verse 31?  You don't attain.  What 
did Israel do?  They didn't get the righteousness.  They don't get the righteousness.  So if you are part of 
Israel in the passage, you are on the wrong side.    
 
Who do you need to be like in verses 30 and 31?  Israel or the Gentiles?  Gentiles.  Don't forget that, will 
you?  The thing that is special is that here, the Gentiles are being saved without Israel, without any need 
of Israel.  In fact, they are being saved apart from Israel—through Israel's fall, through her reshaping, 
through her being set aside.  And if Israel is going to get saved, do you know who they have to be like?  
Like the Gentiles.  Hold your hand in Romans and come over to chapter 11, verse13.  I want to read this 
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passage, and you’ll want to notice it carefully; because a lot of times people don't fully grasp what Paul is 
saying here.  Romans 11:13-14 
 
Why did they not attain to righteousness?  Because they didn't seek it by faith.  Look at verse 20, in 
Romans 11, and notice the emphasis on faith.  Romans 11:20 
 

Romans 9:32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it 
were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that 
stumblingstone; (Why Israel did not receive blessing?)   

The idea is that the Gentiles were not trying to be righteous – I mean, they just took their place as a 
bunch of lost sinners that Christ died for and they received the righteousness of faith.  They said: Hey, 
there isn’t anything we can do.  We’ll just trust him.  And, they got it.  The Jew came along - (Romans 
10:3-4) 
 
Israel stumbled -they sought to establish their own righteousness.  Romans 10:2 
 
Do you know where Israel is?  They are cut off; they are fallen.  How did they get that way?  Go back to 
chapter 9.  In Romans 11:13, Paul is the apostle of the Gentiles, and sometimes people say:  I am not a 
Gentile, I am a Jew.  I had a man say that to me recently in a meeting.  He said:  I am a Jew.  Do you 
know what a Jew is suppose to do today?  Be like a Gentile.  Do you know why?  Because that is what he 
is.  He does not have any special status today.  He is just another one of the nations of the earth. 
    
In chapter 9, verse 32 watch what he does here, because he is going to begin to deal with the issue of 
why Israel didn't get it.  In other words, what do we say?  God has reshaped Israel.  They didn't get it.   
They sought it after the righteousness of the law.  The Gentiles have gotten righteousness.  Israel didn't.  
Why? he says.  “Wherefore”—why is it that way?  Why didn't Israel get righteousness?    
 
Because they sought it not by what?  Faith.  We have learned already in chapter 3, that faith was always 
the issue with God, right?  Now you can understand what he is saying there.  They sought it not by faith, 
but as it were, by the works of the law.  In other words, they (Israel) thought they could get saved by 
doing the works of the law, and they trusted in their own ability to perform good works.  The issue is just 
faith versus works again.  And chapter 10, again, is going to deal in greater detail, and  explain the issue.  
Look at verse 2.  Romans 10:2-3. 
 
Listen, Israel missed the law of righteousness, they missed getting righteousness because they weren't 
seeking it by faith.  They were trying to produce it, and trusting what they could do.  You remember over 
in Matthew 6:33, Christ told them: Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all that 
other stuff will be added to you?  Do you know what they did?  They missed Him when He showed up.    
 
Do you know why?  Because they were not seeking righteousness from God.  Had they done that, they 
would have sought it by the works of faith.  They were going about to establish their own righteousness, 

and hence, they didn't submit themselves to the righteousness of God.  Christ is righteous, He is the 
righteous one, He is righteousness.  Do you know why they missed Christ?  They didn't receive Him 
because they were trusting in their own works, trying to establish their own righteousness by the works 
of the law.  Romans 10:4 
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Romans 9:33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and 
rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.  
(Isa 8:13-15) 

The stumbling stone and rock of offence is a person.  There is only one time in history when God 
Almighty laid a stumbling stone and rock of offence for the nation Israel to fall over, and that is the 
person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  They did not believe in Him.  They rejected Him.  I trust you know the 
verses.  They start in Isaiah 8, and are quoted over and over in Scripture about Jesus Christ being the 
stumbling stone and rock of offence.  “As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of 
offence:  and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.”  That is obviously the Lord Jesus Christ 

at His coming.  Where did they stumble at Him?  They stumbled at the cross.  They stumbled, but they 
did not fall at the cross.  
 
You see, folks, Israel considered what was going on in the ministry of Christ, and the call that He was 
making there, offensive.  It was offensive to them that He would go up into Galilee and gather, out of a 
bunch of people who were nobodies, the authority of His kingdom.  That word offense means scandal.  It 
was scandalous to them to think that God was going to use people from Galilee.  Do you know where 
every one of the twelve apostles came from, except one?  Every one of them, but one, was from Galilee.  
Matthew 4:18 
 
What happened to Israel is that they stumbled, and he says that they stumbled in connection with what 
was said through Isaiah.  What did Isaiah say?  “Behold, I lay in Zion a stumblingstone and rock of 
offense: and whosoever believeth on [What is that next word?] Him.”  That stumbling stone and the rock 
of offense is what?  It is a person.  Who is the person?  It is the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is important that 
you notice that, because he is saying that they stumbled at that stumbling stone just like Isaiah said, and 
the stumbling stone turns out to be the  Lord Jesus Christ.  So when did they, (Israel), stumble?  Did 
they stumble way back in Isaiah's day?  Couldn't be.  How do you know?  Because the Stone wasn't 
there.  The stumbling stone is Christ.  Isaiah says that He is coming, and when He comes, you are going 
to stumble over Him.   
 

Zion is another word for the city of Jerusalem.  It's like talking about Berlin.  Who would we be talking 
about?  Germany.  Berlin is the capital city of Germany.  It would be the same kind of thing here.  He 
was talking about Israel, but he uses Zion.  Zion is a section of the city of Jerusalem that was especially 
the hill of Zion where David had his house.  It is a special endearing name for Jerusalem, a section of 
Jerusalem, a certain part of Jerusalem, and that is the issue there.  “Behold I lay in Zion,” Jerusalem—
really you are talking about Israel, but it is just another name for Israel—“a stumbling stone and a rock of 
offense, and whosoever believeth in him shall not be ashamed.”  In other words, if you believed in Christ, 

you would not stumble; but if you don't believe in him, you stumble.   
 
The point that I want you to see is the time element involved.  The time element is when the Lord Jesus 
Christ is here.  Christ is going to be a stumbling stone and a rock of offense.  The Greek word there for 
offense is the world skandalon.  Do you know a word like that?  Scandalous, scandal—that is our word in 
English.  In other words, when the Lord Jesus Christ showed up, He was an embarrassment.  He was a 
scandal to the nation Israel.  They were embarrassed by what He did, and hence, they were ashamed of 

Him.   
 
When He came, what did He do?  Here comes their king, and what does He do?  He dies, doesn't He?  
Doesn't He come in humility?  He comes riding into the city, and what does He ride on?  A royal charger?  
No He comes into the city riding on an ass, a colt, the foal of ass, a little donkey, not even the momma 
donkey, but the little dude behind her.  I mean, He could have taken the bigger one, but He didn't take 
that, He just took the little job behind her.  Humiliation—and they were tripped up about it, they were 
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looking for their Messiah to save them from all their problems.  But He came to save them from their sins 
first.  And they missed Him.   
 
And we are going to see, when we study Matthew, the issue of righteousness, righteousness, 
righteousness.  They miss it, and that is the point here—they, (Israel), miss the One who is righteousness 
when He shows up.   They miss the Lord Jesus Christ when He shows up, and they stumble over Him, 
and He is an offense and a scandalous thing to them.  Why did they miss him?  Why didn’t they believe 
Him?   Because they were not operating on the basis of the righteousness coming by faith; they were 
working on the basis of the righteousness being attained by works.  Romans 9:33 is an important verse 
dispensationally.  Now look at Romans 11:11.  Romans 11:11 
 
Who is the Him there?  That is Jesus Christ.  There is only one time that God laid in Zion a 
stumblingstone.  All those passages that talk about it are talking about the Lord Jesus Christ in His 
earthly ministry; and the nation Israel stumbles at that stumbling stone.  In other words, instead of 
recognizing the Lord Jesus Christ, and trusting Him, what do they do?  They take Him out and hang Him 
on a tree, and say:  “We will have no king, but Caesar.”  They reject Him, and they stumble at Him.  He 
is an offense to them.  It is a scandalous, offensive thing to Israel, to think that their king is going to be 
one that they can hang on a tree.  He comes to them on a donkey; they don't accept Him, they reject 
Him.  The issue that Paul is dealing with is that there is a time when Israel stumbles, but they don't fall.  
The result of the cross is not the setting aside, and the casting away of Israel.  Let me show you.  Come 
to Luke 23 and Acts 3.  Luke 23:33-34, Acts 3:13-17 
 
There was only one time in all history that God Almighty laid in Zion a rock of offense and a stumbling 
stone and that is the Lord Jesus Christ and his ministry that we are reading about back there in 
Matthew.  It is also his ministry through his apostles in the early part of Acts, but specifically here in this 
passage when He is in their midst.  They stumble at him and reject him; He is an embarrassment to 
them.  “Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.”  He was a rock of offence.  He was a scandal 
to the nation.  “It was a scandalous thing that this one would come and profess to be our king.”  And, 
they did away with him and they fell.  Romans 10:1-4 
 
The reason that Israel missed Christ and stumbled at Him is that they weren’t seeking God by faith.  
They weren’t following God on the basis of faith but on the basis of works.  They were trying to produce 
the works of righteousness that would gain them acceptance and their heart is far from Him.  It is 
focused on themselves not on the Lord.  
 
Let me show you a verse that illustrates it.  Talk about religious tradition and bondage and just being as 
blind as a bat flying backwards in a dark room.  Here it is.  John 18:28  
 
If Israel, Paul is saying, had walked by faith, when God laid the rock in Zion, they would have seen it and 
they would have received it.  But you know what the problem was?  They thought they could walk by 
their own self righteous efforts.  Now what he is saying to them here is if you have faith, you people, this 
little flock he is talking to and you don't doubt.  Listen, the issue is faith people and that little nation had 
to believe.  If you have faith and doubt not, you shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree.   
 
You are not only going to see them pass away, but if you shall say unto this mountain, be thou removed 
and be thou cast into the sea, it shall be done.  What is that?  Well, hey, you have seen that passage 
before in Matthew, haven't you?  How many of you remember seeing that verse before.  Okay.  Go back 
to chapter 17.  I am glad some of you remember that.  Matthew 17:18-22 
 
What do you reckon you do with a stumbling stone?  We have a crack in the sidewalk outside the church 
building, where someone is going to stumble and fall.  There needs to be some cement to fill the crack.   
 
33  … whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 
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There is only one time in all of history when God laid in Zion a stumbling stone for Israel to fall over.  
That’s the Lord Jesus Christ.  They stumble at Him when they nail Him on a cross, but they don’t fall as 
the result of it.  The fall of Israel does not take place at Calvary.  So they stumble at the cross, but they 
don’t fall.  But then they do fall.  When do they fall?  That will be with Stephen in Acts 7.  That will be 
when the declaration of Israel’s leaders in Jerusalem is recognized as official, and from that point 
onward, there is no longer a going out to Israel, but rather from that point onward, the nation Israel 
diminishes.   
 
It is important that you see the diminishing there.  It isn’t sudden with the door shut on them 
immediately.  God doesn’t just whack them off and burn them up and get rid of them instantly.  They fall, 
and then they diminish away, becoming less and less and less and less important, until you finally come 
to the close of the book of Acts, and then it is just over with.   
 
Why do you reckon that Luke would have said that Paul stayed in that house for two whole years 
teaching the things pertaining to the kingdom of God and not telling you anything about it?  He knew 
what he did, because he was there two whole years.  You see, the reason that the book of Acts comes to 
an abrupt conclusion is because that is the point at which the diminishing is over, and that is all the story 
is about.  It is over.   
 
The book of Acts covers a time period that leads from the stumble-but-don’t-fall time, a renewed 
opportunity given to them in early Acts, to the point when they blaspheme against the Holy Spirit.  Then 
they fall, and then diminish away.  It is important for you to remember that in time past; and that is what 
this is back here, when there is the distinction between Israel and the Gentiles.  But now, that distinction 
is done away with.  In the ages to come it will come back.  
 
For a minute, think about the time in the Book of Acts between Pentecost and the end of Acts (33 A.D to 
63 A.D.).  When you begin the book of Acts, you have the distinction between the Jew and the Gentile.  
When you close the book of Acts, the distinction is gone.  The fall of Israel takes place in Acts 7.  Romans 
11:15 

 

 

Romans: 10 

(ssZhw Ahsc XÅn-¡-f-ªp. F´p sImv? 10- þ mw A²ymbw AXv hni-Zo-I-cn-¡p-¶p) 

(C¶v kw`-hn-¨p-sIm-n-cn-¡p-¶Xv CXm-Wv: AhÀ PmXn-Isf bn{kmtbensâ kzÀ¤cmPy ]²-Xnsb ]n³XpS-cp-hm-\mWv D]-tZ-in-¡p-¶-X.v bn{km-tb-en-\pÅ 

kv\m\hpw ZuXy-hp-amWv PmXn-Isf ASn-t¨-ev]n-¡p-hm³ {ian-¡p-¶-Xv)   

(tbml-¶m³ 5:46 þ Â  tamsi ]d-ªXv \n§Ä hniz-kn-s¨-¦nÂ \n§-Ä F¶nÂ  hniz-kn-¡p-am-bn-cp¶p ImcWw tamsi Fs¶-¡p-dn-¨mWv Fgp-Xn-bXv F¶v ]d-bp-

¶ntÃ?) \n§Ä {InkvXp-hnÂ hniz-kn-¡-W-sa¶v ]d-bp-hm-\mWv \ymb {]amWw B{K-ln-¨-Xv. \n§Ä  \ym-b-{]-amWw icn-bmbn ]Tn-¨n-cp¶p F¦nÂ 

{InkvXp-h-¶-t¸mÄ {InkvXp-hn-\mbn X¿m-dmbncpt¶-t\, \n§Ä Ahs\ kzoI-cn-t¨t\ ]t£ AXp \n§Ä sNbv-Xn-Ã. 

Romans chapter 10.  Now we are going to pick up in verse 14 tonight and finish the chapter.  Beginning 
in chapter 9, verse 30, we have been discussing the issue here with Paul of the Gentiles having now been 
given the opportunity to have the righteousness of faith and they are receiving it.  Israel messed up; 
Israel failed to receive it because of their misreading of the law—the Word, the message that was given 
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to them—and insisting on going about to establish their own righteousness.  Paul has explained to you 
those issues in verses 1-13, and has laid out here for you the message that he gives to Israel.  Now in 
verse 14, how then shall they call.   

 

(Rom 10:1-13 Now time) 

Romans 10:1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be saved.   
 

He said, the thing I want for my nation more than anything else, is that it be saved.  Paul desired to get 
the nation saved, (10:1, and 9:3), and yet he knows they are going to be saved.  Look at 11:26. 
 
Now somebody says: well okay, if Israel has stumbled and they have fallen and they are being 
diminished away now, put on the shelf, what is the situation with them?  Can any of them be saved?  If 
you were an Israelite at that time, or if you were a Gentile at that time, wouldn’t you have wondered:  

what is the status of a Jew now?  If God set Israel aside, can an Israelite be saved?  Isn't that a logical 
question?  So he is going to deal with that.   
 
And he says here in 10:1.  “My hearts desire and prayer for Israel is that they might be saved.”  He said:  
Man, Israelites can still be saved.   But you know that there is something interesting about that verse.  
Hold your hand there and look over at chapter 11.  Notice in 10:1, he is saying: I want Israel to be 
saved, right?  But look at 11:26.  Romans 11:26 

 

Romans 10:2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but 
not according to knowledge.  

They didn’t learn what God tried to teach them with the Law.  They didn’t learn the lesson of Leviticus 26 
that they couldn’t keep the Law; therefore they had to turn to the Lord and cast themselves on His 
graciousness and let Him do it for them.  They didn’t learn that God, as JEHOVAH, would provide for 
them.  They kept thinking: We’ll do it.  1 Corinthians 10:12 
 
When he says, “I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge,” do 
you know what he is saying?  When you think about Paul in relationship to this nation, couldn't he say 
that same thing about himself?  Paul says:  I bear them record that they have a zeal of God.  He said 
that they need to recognize what I, myself, have already had to recognize about me.  If you want to 
write down a couple of verses, write down Acts 22:3, and Galatians 1:13-14, where he talks about his 
own zeal, his own zealousness, and his own desire to be careful.  Look at Acts 26:4-5.  
 
“Haven’t you read and thought about what your Bible says?  If you just understood what your Bible says 
to you in Hosea.” 
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Romans 10:3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going 
about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of God.  

There’s the problem.  That’s what God has been trying to teach Israel back there, and they won’t learn it.   
 
Do you see that?  They are going about getting righteousness by their own works; and that won't get it.  
In chapter 10, he goes into detail, and explains why it is, and what the problem is with Israel, but before 
you get into that, he says something in chapter 9:32 & 33 that set it up.  Romans 9:32-33 
 
Why didn't they submit themselves unto the righteousness of God?  What are they doing that keeps them 
from submitting themselves to the righteousness of God?  Trying to establish their own, right?  How do 
you submit yourselves to the righteousness of God?  You give up, and you trust Christ.  Faith—that is the 
issue.  What they are doing is that they are trying to produce their own works that are going to get them 
in, and they are trusting in their own works.  Remember what Paul said in Philippians 3.  Look at 
Philippians 3:8-9. 
 
The issue in Romans 10 is in view of the fall of Israel, which Paul has discussed in chapter 9.  In view of 
the fact that Israel has not attained to righteousness, they have been reshaped, and God has set them 
aside, where does that leave Israel now?  Where does that leave a Jew now?  If the nation has been set 
aside, can a Jew be saved?   What about the present situation with the nation, and what is the message 
for them now?  Paul begins with the issue here in verse 1.  Yes, his heart's desire and prayer to God is 
that they might get saved, and Israelites can still be saved, though the nation as a whole is set aside.    
 
The problem is, and Paul bears them record, that they have a zeal of God, but not according to 
knowledge.  The reason that they are not getting saved is that they are attempting to establish their own 
righteousness.  The reason that they didn't recognize Christ when he showed up, the reason that they 
didn't get the righteousness of faith to start with, is that they are not seeking it by faith—they are 
seeking it by the works of the law.  They are trying to go about and produce their own righteousness, 
and verses 2 and 3 are classic verses to use in personal work about people that are trying to establish 
their own righteousness, and work their own way to heaven. 
 
“Being ignorant of God's righteousness.”  They read the Word—they store it up, ignorantly.  They don't 
get what is going on in it, and he says: Hey, it is right there in your mouth, it is in your heart—the word 
of faith—it is available to you.  Listen.  Can you see it?  That is what Paul preached to those guys.  He 
went around, and took their Scripture, and opened and alleged that Jesus was the Christ out of their 
Scripture.  He said: This is the One that I am preaching to you about, the One you are reading about, the 
One that you are looking for, and the One you are talking about.  This is Him, man, this is Him.  Now 
watch verse 9. 
 
Q:  So this way, it comes down to the real issue of the motivation of the heart, and that is why Paul says, 
it was the heart issue? 
 
A:  Right.  We already learned that issue.  That is the reason I don't have to go over it with you again.  
In chapter 3, we already learned that the issue with God has always been what?  Faith.  That has always 
been the issue.  The issue has always been faith, back there as well as now.  Now these people back 
there had faith in a message that told them to do something, and their faith responded by doing what 
God told them, which was a bunch of works that prepared the nation to get ready for its kingdom over 
here [Ages to Come].  Okay?  That is true in Time Past.  And what Paul is saying is:  Why did the nation 
Israel fall?  Why did God set them aside?  Because they weren't operating on faith.  They were ignorant 
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of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness.  They are out here working 
and thinking they can get righteous by doing the works of the law.   
 
You see, when they first got the law, they told on themselves in Exodus 19.  God says:  I have a 
covenant that I am going to give you.  I have some commandments for you.  Moses said:  How much are 
they?  He said:  They are free.  He said:  give me 10.  (Smile)  He took them down there to the nation, 
and the nation said:  “Anything that God says, we will do it.  Nothing is too hard for us.  We can do it.”  
Moses didn't get down off the mountain with the ten commandments before they had broken every one 
of them.  But they never confessed that.  You see, that is why they’ve got that national confession, [Ages 
to Come] the nation has to confess to being a failure [tribulation period] under the law.  When that 
nation confesses it, God says:  I will put you under a cycle of judgment, and Moses wrote five of them in 
Leviticus 26.  And that 5th cycle of judgment comes in right there [tribulation period], and He says, the 
way to get out from under that is confess that you are a sinner.  Confess that you have broken them, and 
do thus and so.  They will do that, and then they will go in to the kingdom.   
 
Israel, Paul is saying, has got to become like the Gentiles in order to get saved today.  Do you see that?  
In prophecy, Gentiles go to Israel.  Today, Israel is diminished away; they are not the issue.  In fact, they 
have fallen.  Israel, in order to get saved, has to come and be like the Gentiles.  What is that?  They must 
quit trying to keep the law, quit trying to go about establishing their own righteousness and their own 
goodness, and just come by faith.  That is all.   
 

People say:  Paul is the Apostle of the Gentiles, what about a Jew?  He tells you in the next verse.  A Jew 
has got to be like the Gentiles, that is the reason that he is exalting his Gentile apostleship—to show 
Israel what they need, that they might envy what the Gentiles have, and come and join them.  Do you 
see what the religious system tries to do today?  They are trying to make Gentiles be like Jews.  They go 
back and get Israel's commission, they take Israel's baptism, and put you in Israel's church—a Jewish 
Baptist church—dearly beloved.  The religious system today tries to put you under Israel's program, 
under Israel's law, under Israel's apostle—Peter, the vicar of Christ—and all the rest, and God says:  “No, 
no, no, you Jews need to be like the Gentiles.” 
 
That uninvited man came in thinking, “I don’t need the king’s garment.  I’ve got mine and mine is good 
enough.”  His own garment, his own self-righteousness, gave him away and caused him to be cast out.  
That’s what will happen.   
 
Christ stood there in the temple and told the leaders three times, in three different parables: “Hey guys, 
you’ve missed it.  You’ve been set aside.  You are not the issue any more.  I have called a little group of 
believers and you need to join that little nation over there.”   
 
“We can make it!  We can do it!” 
 
“No, no, you are going to wind up in outer darkness.”  Do you know something?  That’s what happened. 
 
Outer darkness is a reference to a particular judgment that is for people in the kingdom dispensation. 
Read Isaiah, Chapter 60, and you’ll see the issues there.  Matthew 22:14 
 

 

Romans 10:4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every 
one that believeth.  
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That old Jew is going out with the righteousness of the Law saying: I’m going to work; I’m going to strive 
and I’m going to get it.  Paul says: Hey!  The Gentiles got it because they sought it by the righteousness 
of faith.  The Jews didn’t get it.  Why?  They didn’t seek it that way.  They thought they had to work.   
Now, watch them in Romans 11.  (Romans 11:13-15) 
 
That is what Paul wants Israel to see.  Paul wants Israel to see that Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness; that is, that He is the end of the law as a method of obtaining righteousness.  He is not 
the end of the law for everything, but He is the end of the law as the means whereby they can seek to 
attain the righteousness of God.  Then he goes on in verse 5. 
 
What is it about the righteousness of God that they are ignorant of?  They are ignorant of the fact that 
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believes.  What has happened here is that 
these Jews have missed that point, and they have turned the law into a religious system that they are 
going to use to try to produce good works that are going to get them acceptable before God.  So he tells 
them in verse 4:  Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth.  That is pretty 
clear, isn't it?   Are you going to get righteousness by keeping the law?  You have a verse now to show 
them clearly that it won't work, don't you?    
 
Christ is the end of the law—that is what Paul wants Israel to see.  He is the end of the law for 
righteousness.  That is, He is the end of the law as a means of obtaining righteousness.  Now that 
doesn't mean that He is an end of law for everything, because He isn't.  There are things that the law is 
going to do, and instruct them in the future.  But as far as a means of attaining righteousness, Christ is 
the end of it.     
He is the end of the law in two ways.  Come with me to Galatians 3.  The word end can mean the goal.  
In a football game, what do you call the space beyond the goal line?  The end zone, right?  Do you know 
why you call it that?  Because you stand there, and that is the end, that is the goal to which you are 
trying to go.  To what end are they going?  What is the end of this deal?  What is the goal?  What is the 
purpose?   Where are you going?  Where is it going to wind up?  That is the issue.  Christ is the end of 
the law, and it says that He is the goal of the law.  Now that is one way that He is the end of it.  
Galatians 3:22-24 
 
The problem with Israel was that they did not believe the Scriptures.  They weren’t paying attention to 
what their Bible said.  They were going about trying to establish their own righteousness before God by 
their works and not by submitting themselves to the righteousness of God, which is the righteousness of 
faith.  
  
Because of that, they missed the Lord Jesus Christ when He showed up.  They missed Him because they 
weren’t seeking Him by faith.  They were going about their own works of righteousness.  They were 
focusing on their religious activities and their duty.  That is the issue He presses over and over.  He says 
to them in Romans 9, something He says to them in Matthew and John 8.  “For they are not all Israel, 
which are of Israel” “Just because you are descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, doesn’t mean that 
you are going into the Kingdom when you die.  That doesn’t mean that you have eternal life and are a 
child of God.  You become a child of God by faith, not by being born of the flesh nor of the will of men –
not by personal resolve.  John 1:13  

 

The Message of Salvation to All 

Romans 10:5 For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the 
law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by them.  (Lev 18:5 

obey comandment) 
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Under the law, man had to work and do his own righteousness.  So, it depends on you, when you want 
to have righteousness under the law.  
 
What is it?  “That the man which doeth those things shall live by them.”  That verse is a quotation from 
Leviticus 18:5, and for time sake, and because we need desperately to get down through verse 13 
tonight, I am not going to go back there and look up those verses for you.  But let me encourage you to 
look up Leviticus 18:5, Deuteronomy 6:24-25, Deuteronomy 27:26, (and you can find a dozen other ones 
like them); and notice that those verses are very clear that the righteousness of the law is attained by 
perfect compliance with the law.  Leviticus 18:5, Deuteronomy 6:24-25, Deuteronomy 27:26. 
 
How are you going to get the righteousness of the law?  The man that doeth those things shall live in 
them.  If you keep that law and those commandments perfectly, and you walk in them, and you by 
patient continuance in well doing, keep them—perfect compliance, do you know what you will get?  Life.  
But in those passages, you will see that Moses told them:  Listen, you have already broken the law.  Hey, 
the law would have told them that if you keep these things, and if you live a perfect life, you will have 
righteousness.  Right?  Right.  But the law tells them: You haven't done that.  So what does the law do?    
 
The law makes a provision for the fellow that breaks it.  Do you remember that provision?  Do you 
remember all those sacrifices back there that we studied about when we were in chapter 3, how that God 
had a forbearance system back there under that law, knowing that Christ was coming?  The law made a 
provision for the fact that the people weren't going to keep the law.  If they got the law, if they listened 
to the law, do you know what they knew?   They knew that God set up a standard of absolute 
righteousness, and we can't keep it.  And the guy would break it.  What would he do?  He would go and 
make a sacrifice.  Why?  To maintain the covenant—to get back in right relationship with his covenant.  
He would go confess his sin, and offer the proper sacrifice to get back in relationship with his covenant.  
How would he offer that sacrifice?  By faith, right? 
 
He would have the law, and wouldn't that law tell him what God wanted him to do?  What would faith 
do?  It would respond in obedience.  That is the obedience of faith.  That would have been the 
righteousness of faith.  It would have been what faith would have done.  And what would faith have 
done?  Faith would have said:  there is that law, and I am a guilty, helpless, poor wretch, and I can't 
keep it.  So God has made provision.  Could you imagine what the tabernacle must have been like?  All 
the killing that was done there—they would cut the neck of that little bird, and take the blood in a cup, 
and go pour it on the alter.  Did you ever smell blood?  Have you ever been around a slaughter house?  
Ever been around shambles like that?  Whew, man, and it is hot over there, with bugs and blow flies and 
all that.  Do you know what that was?  That was a testimony to the stench in the nostrils of God that sin 
is. 
 
Oh yeah, they would have learned all about sin if they learned the lesson the law was teaching them.  
Had they learned that, when Christ the redeemer came along and was proclaimed as Israel's redeemer, 
who is going to give them the atonement over here, do you know what they would have done?  They 
would have grabbed it; they would have said: there it is, He is the one; and they would have received 
Him.   
 
But do you know what they had done?  They had cleaned up that stuff, and they said: we are not 
offering this stuff because we are poor lost sinners, like the publican in Luke 18.  They were like the 
Pharisee:  “I thank thee, Father, that I am not like this guy, I am not like that guy.  I don't do this, and I 
don't do that because you tell me not to.”  Ha Ha.  Well, you know what I mean—I can just see the Lord 
looking over there, and watching this, and laughing.  You understand the situation—that is what has 
happened.  Paul says: Hey, if you had learned what the law was teaching you, Israel, you would not have 
stumbled at that stumbling stone, it would not have been a scandalous thing to you when He showed up.   
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The righteousness of the law, (verse 5), speaks; and if they had listened to it, they would have 
understood what the righteousness of faith said, but they didn't.  Now what does the righteousness of 
faith say?    

 

Romans 10:6 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this 
wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to 
bring Christ down from above:) (Deut 30:11-13 it is not hidden, or in heaven or hell,  it is in your 

mouth & in your heart)  

(]usemkv \ymb-{]am-W¯m-epÅ  \oXnbpw hnizm-k¯m-epÅ \oXnbpw X½nÂ Xmc-X-ay-s¸-Sp-¯p-¶p)  

6  But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, [and he quotes Moses’ description of 
that.]  
 

He sets in contrast the issue of the righteousness of the law, and the righteousness of faith.  And he tells 
them:  if you really understood what the righteousness of the law was, you would know that you could 
not attain it.  What is the righteousness of the law?  Who will God's justice give eternal life to?  
Somebody that has absolute total perfect righteousness.  Right?  Well what is the righteousness of the 
law?  Perfect continuance in well doing.  Look at what he says in verse 5.  “The man which doeth those 
things shall live by them.”  How is the righteousness of the law obtained?  Perfect compliance with it. 
 

Well, could they comply with it perfectly.  No.  Did they?  No.  What did Moses tell them?  Moses told 
them:  here is what you have to do: You have to keep all the statues completely perfectly right, and you 
have not done it.  So if they had listened to Moses, they would have known that they couldn't have done 
it on their own.  What would they have done?  We are going to go back next week and get those quotes 
from Deuteronomy, and you will see that Moses says that you have to have absolute perfect obedience, 
and you haven't got it; I'm telling you that you are going to get worse in the future; therefore, God has 
another provision for you, and that is where the quote in verses 6 and 7 comes from.   
 
You see, had Israel really understood the issue, and they weren't going about to establish their own 
righteousness, they could have gotten it.  Paul said, God had reshaped them; and he said, hey, I want 
them to get saved and be a part of what He is doing today, and I want them to see and to learn what I 
had to learn—that that isn't the way to get it.  We get it, not by trusting your own works, but by faith—by 
obtaining the righteousness of God that comes when you just put simple faith in, and respond properly to 
the gospel of the grace of God.   
 
Paul, in this passage, (Romans 10:1-3), is not giving the details of the gospel of grace.  He has already 
done that in chapters 1-5.  What he is doing is trying to explain to these Romans the message that he 
has, and that he wants Israel at the time to receive, and that is:  their need and opportunity and 
necessity to respond properly to the gospel of the grace of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.    
 
Now look back at Deuteronomy 30:12.  Do you see what Moses says?  He says: You don't have to say: 
Who is going into heaven for us, and bring it down to us, that we can hear it.  Moses is saying that you 
are not going to need to say that we need somebody to go yonder and get it for us, and bring it to us.    
 
But Paul does not quote it like that.  Paul says that you don't need anybody to ascend into heaven.  Why 
would somebody go into heaven?  Deuteronomy 30:12.  To get it.  For who?  Israel.  And do what?   
Bring it to Israel.  Okay.  Romans 10:6.  Who goes and gets it and brings it to them?  Christ does.  Do 
you see that?  He is the one.  Deuteronomy 30:12 says: You don't have to say that somebody needs to 
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go get it for us, and bring it to us.  So Paul says, “Say not, who is going to ascend into heaven.”  You 
don't need to say: who is going to go into heaven and get it for us.  Why?  Because Christ has already 
come.  You don't need to send anybody to bring Christ down here, He has already come.  The one that 
Moses is telling them about, that is going to come and provide that stuff for them has already come.  The 
same thing is true in verse 7.    
 

 

Romans 10:7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up 
Christ again from the dead.) (Moses talking about Jesus) 

Look at Deuteronomy 30:13.    
 
Deuteronomy 30:13  Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for 
us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? 
 

What they needed was available to them.  Moses said: It is here, it is available.   This word is here for 
you, and it is available.  Paul is saying to them in Romans 10:  Hey, the one you need is here, and it is 
available to you.  These people back here have preached it, and I am preaching it to you, and we are just 
killing ourselves preaching Him to you.  When they read Moses, they read that promise over there about 
the One that was going and deliver them.  Who were they reading about?  Christ.  That is what Paul is 
telling them.  Verse 8. 

 

Romans 10:8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 
(Deut 30:4-8 obey commandment, 30:11-14 commandment are not hidden, or in heaven or in hell, or across the sea, 

it is in your mouth & in your heart) (The word is Jesus)  

(Cu hmIy-`m-K¯v ]usemkv Ir]-bpsS kphn-ti-j-¯nsâ hnh-c-§Ä \ÂIp-¶n-Ã. Xm³ AXv tdmaÀ 1þ5 A²ym-b-§-fnÂ \ÂIp-¶p-) c£ {]hy-¯n-I-fpsS ^e-amtWm? 

{InkvXp-hns\  Gäp]d-bp-¶Xv Hcp {]hy-¯n-btÃ? XoÀ¨-bmbpw  AtX. 

Here is what Paul preaches to the Jews in the synagogue.  Here is the message that Paul has for Israel.  
If you want to know what he preaches to Israel, it is right here in this passage.  So don't forget that this 
is the context in verses 2 and 3.  But they are good verses to use when you find somebody that is going 
about trying to establish their own righteousness.  Now look at verse 3. 
 
This is what Paul went around preaching to Israel in the book of Acts.  He preached to them:  Hey, you 
fellows missed Christ.  Do you know why He was the Messiah?  He was the one, and you missed him.   
Do you know why?  You sought it by works, not as it is—the righteousness of faith.  You thought that 
you were going to get it because of all those works that you were doing, and you weren't seeking it by 
the righteousness of faith.    
 
Israel, you didn't learn what you ought to have learned from the law; because if you had, when Christ 
showed up, you would have seen that He was the one that the law was going to teach you to trust; and 
you would have quit trusting all the other stuff, and you would have trusted Him.  You should have, but 
you didn't trust Him.  Now verse 5. 
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You see folks, the righteousness of faith is right there available for them.  This thing wasn't something 
that Israel couldn't have gotten.  Come back with me to Deuteronomy, and notice the quote here, and 
what Paul is doing.  It is important that you notice this quotation, and what Paul does when he quotes it.  
Let me encourage you again, to be sure and study these Old Testament quotes, because they are very 
important.  I am not doing you an injustice here in chapter 10, not going over some of these contexts in 
the Old Testament; because you have already had enough information given to you in the first five 
chapters of the book of Romans, that you ought to be able to be equipped to deal with that information 
yourself.  I am just calling it to your memory, and telling you that if you go back over there on the basis 
of what you already know and understand and have stored in your soul, you can get that information for 
yourself, okay?   
 
Now there are some things here in the rest of the passage that I need to go over with you at some 
length, and so I am going to spend the time on that, and not the other.  Deuteronomy 30.  If you look 
back, and let your eye run down through chapter 28, you see all those blessings in the first thirteen 
verses.  Then you get down to verses 15 to 29, and see all those curses.  Do you remember what the 
book of Deuteronomy is?  It is the second giving of the law; and Moses has the children of Israel ready to 
go into the promise land.    
 
They are ready to go in, and he stands up and rehearses all of the history, and all of the law that God 
has given them; and he gives it to them in one big load, in a rehearsal.  And he is talking to them there 
in chapters 27 to 29, and he is telling them about their failure.  He tells them: if you keep the 
commandments you get blessings; and if you don't, you are going to get curses; and you haven't kept it, 
and you are going to get the curses.  He is telling them that they are going to fail.  After he tells them 
that they are going to fail in the first 10 verses of chapter 30, in essence, what he does, is say:  Okay, 
you guys are a bunch a failures.  So the Lord is going to come and do for you what you couldn't do for 
yourself.  For example, verse 4.  Deuteronomy 30:4-8 
 
Romans 10:8  But what saith it? [He is still quoting Moses now.]  The word is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, (they're repeating the words from Deuteronomy but they don't recognize it) and in thy heart:  [In 
other words—the Word—you have got it right in your midst.  Now he quits the quote, and he starts to 
talk.] that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 
 
He is saying: Hey, this Christ that I am preaching to you, that you hear proclaimed, this One that you 
rejected, He is the One Moses is talking about, and you have got it in your mouth already.  You guys are 
reading about it, you have put those words in your heart; and you don't recognize what you are reading 
about, and what you are talking about.  Why?  Because you are not getting faith out of the Word of God.  
You are just looking for something to establish your own righteousness.  Verse 3: 

 

Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.  

(Illustration, Be-¦m-cnI `mj) (What to belive?) (ChnsS hnjbw hyàn-]-c-amb c£-b-Ã) lrZ-bw - sImv \oXn¡mbn \n§Ä hniz-kn-¡p-t¼mÄ AXns\ 

F´mWv hnfn-¡p-¶Xv.?  GXv D]-tZ-i-amWv AXv? \oXn-I-cWw. 1þ 5 A²ym-b-§Ä. hmbv sImvv Gäp ]d-sª-¦nte c£ e`n¡p F¦nÂ kwkmctijn-b-nÃm¯ HcmÄ  

c£n-¡-s¸-Sp-I-bnÃ F¶p- h-cptam? 

hnizmkw  F¶v hm¡v  F´v AÀ°-am-¡p¶p? 
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Kem. 3:23 hnizmkw hcpw aps¼ \s½ shfn-s¸-Sp-hm-\n-cp¶ hnizm-k-¯n-\mbns¡mv \ymb-{]-am-W-¯n³ Iogv AS¨p kq£n-¨n-cp-¶p. 

Kem. 2:16þ tbip {InkvXp-hnÂ DÅ hnizm--k-¯mÂ AÃmsX \ymb{]-am-W-¯nsâ {]hr-¯n-I-fmÂ a\p-jyÀ \oXn-I-cn-¡-s¸-Sp-¶nÃ F¶v Adn-ªn-cn¡ sImpw  

\mapw  \ymb{]am-W-¯nsâ  {]hr-¯n-I-fm-eÃ {InkvXp-hnepÅ hnizm-k-¯mÂ Xt¶ \oXn-I-cn-¡-s¸tSXn\pw  {InkvXp tbip-hnÂ  hniz-kn¨p; 

That is not a verse used properly for you and me today about salvation.  In the book of Romans it fits in 
the section about Israel.  In the paragraph it is a repetition of something that Moses spoke to Israel in 
Deuteronomy 30 that Paul quotes, and interprets for Israel.  The context helps us identify where it fits. 
 
Romans 10:9 
9  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,  [And they were, folks, confessing with their 
mouth.  When were they confessing with their mouth the Lord Jesus?  Every time they read verses 6 and 
7 in Deuteronomy, and every time they read Moses, weren't they confessing with their mouth the Lord 
Jesus?  Doesn't Acts 15:21 say that in every city there would be them that read Moses?  Do you 
remember that verse?  They said:  Hey, there are people in every city that have Moses; and they read 
him.  Didn't the Lord Jesus Christ say in John 5:46: if you had believed what Moses said, you would have 
believed me, because he wrote of me? Wasn't Israel confessing with their mouth the Lord Jesus? You flat 
better believe they were.]  and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved. 
 
He said: Hey, if you guys would just believe what you are reading, you would get it.  The problem is that 
you don't want it by faith.  You are trying to get it by the works of the law, and you are not learning what 
the law is trying to teach you, and that is that you need the Savior.  The law would have told you to have 
trusted Christ.  It would have led you to the place, if you got the real lesson out of the law, Israel, you 
would have been ready when Christ came, and you would have received Him, but you didn't.    
 
Romans 10:14 to the end of the chapter is talking about the early Acts period.  In verses 1-13, Paul is 
talking about But Now.  He said: You guys aren't getting it, because you missed it back over there, [Time 
Past] and you heard it back over there [Time Past].  That is what 14-21 says:  You heard it, and you 
didn't get it there, and you aren't getting it here either.   Do you know why Israel is lost?  Because they 
don't seek it by faith.  And Paul says: Hey, do you know what I am preaching to you?  You read that stuff 
back over there in the Old Testament about Christ, He is the One that I am talking to you about.  He is 
the Savior, and if you would have gotten the lesson from the law, you would have received Him back 
here [in His earthly ministry]. 
 
You are going about trying to establish your own righteousness.  These Jews running around out here, 
do you know why they are lost?  Do you know why God set them aside?  They are trying to establish 
their own righteousness, and they are not paying any attention to what God is saying, and they won't 
listen, and they just go on in their rebellion; and so God set them aside—and well He ought to.  They had 
the Word right there in their mouth, and they wouldn't follow it.  
 
Romans 10:9 says: That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, [And again I say to you: 
that is exactly what they were doing in verses 6 & 7.] and shalt believe in thine heart  
 
That is a reference to verse 8: The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is the 
word of faith, which we preach.  If they would have just recognized that they didn't have righteousness 
by keeping the law, but that they could have it through Christ, they could have it.  Now notice verses 9 
and 10, because these verses are a problem passage for a lot of people. 
 
Q:  The question I have is about the confession issue......it’s a work. 
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A:  What I am saying is, if it is a physical confession with your mouth, that’s you doing something.  Then 
it is a work.  I am saying that the passage is not talking about a physical confession.  You can do what 
this passage is saying, and never open your mouth—that is what I keep telling you.  You hear me keep 
telling people when I preach, and when we witness, and so forth, that you don't have to move a muscle, 
you don't have to do anything.  You don't have to get on your knees and pray; you don't have to do a 
thing.  What do you do?  Your heart believes, and tells God that you want to get saved.  Confession in 
the passage is calling.   
 
It is not profession—profession is a public  statement.  Here, it is confession, it is agreeing; it is the heart 
calling.  That is the reason that he says what he does in verses 12 and 13.  But it is not a physical thing.  
And again, the reason that I pointed that out is that I was trying to set up the problem that people have.  
The reason that the mouth and the heart are involved there is verse 8—this is the Word, it is near you.  
“Hey, you Jews are saying this, and you have this stuff all over you.  You just need to make it real, and 
internalize it, and make it something that your soul is doing.” 
 
Turn back to Romans 10 and look at that verse again.  Not only is that verse used to teach “confessional 
salvation” but it is also used to teach “lordship salvation.”  Romans 10:9: “That if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved.”   
 
The idea of “lordship salvation” is “confess that Jesus is Lord.”  And usually people that do that will 
retranslate that verse and say, “confess that Jesus is Lord.”  And, the idea is – if Jesus isn’t Lord of all, he 
isn’t Lord at all, and you have to make Christ the Lord of your life.   
 
All of Billy Graham’s invitations are “lordship invitations.”  He says that you have to commit your life to 
Christ and promise him obedience (perfect obedience).  “Lordship salvation” simply says that in getting 
saved, you make a deal with God that you are going to trust Christ as your savior.  You are going to 
commit your life to him, and you are going to promise him perfect obedience.  You are going to promise 
to follow him and make him the lord of your life.  Now, frankly that is not what that passage is talking 
about in any way, shape, or form when he says, “thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus.”   
 
In John 8:24 Jesus said, “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that 
I am he, ye shall die in your sins.”  Nobody gets saved, if he doesn't recognize who Jesus Christ is.  Jesus 
Christ is the Lord who died for your sins.  And if you are not going to recognize that the one who died for 
your sins is God Almighty (God Almighty making a perfect sacrifice of himself) you can forget it.   
But the issue is not making him the Lord of your life.  It is recognizing who it was that paid for your sins.  
That is why the emphasis is on the resurrection in Romans 10:9.   
 
He is declared to be the son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead (Romans 1:4).  The 
issue in Romans 10:9 is the finished work of Christ.  That is what the resurrection points to – the finished 
work.  And the work is finished, because it is God making a sacrifice.  So “lordship salvation” will be used, 
in that passage, on you.  That is the verse they always go to.  Turn to Acts 20:21 

 

 

Romans 10:10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; 

and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. (hmbv F¶Xpw lrZbw F¶Xpw 

Be¦mcn-I `m-j-bmWv) (Illustration, Analog, paralel) (The word is Jesus) (Subject is about Israel, not our salvation)  

You believe with your heart.  Faith is a function of your soul.  
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Tell me something.  According to verse 10, how does a man get salvation?  “Confess with thy mouth.”  
“Confession is made unto salvation,” right?  Is that how you tell somebody to get saved?  No.  So you 
see, those two verses are a problem.  Those two verses show up in gospel tracts all the time.   
 
Romans 10:9-10 
9  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
10  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; [There is justification.] and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation. 
 
So what do you do?  “You’ve got to believe, and then you have to walk the isle for Jesus, and make a 
public profession of faith.  Didn't you read in Matthew 10:32-33, where Jesus said if you confess me 
before men, then I'll confess you before my Father which is in heaven; but if you deny me before men, 
I'll deny you before my Father, which is in heaven?   You have to come and walk the isle, folks.  Now let’s 
get going.  I mean, if you are not man enough to step out for Jesus tonight, then don't expect Him to 
step out for you at the judgment day.”   
 
Oh yeah, you have all heard that.  Is salvation really about works after all?  Confessing Christ—isn’t that 
doing something?  It flat sure is.  Folks, many a time I have seen bums in a rescue mission, and bums in 
churches sit there behind the pew with their knuckles as white as can be, scared to walk that isle.  Walk 
over to them and put your arm around them and say:  “Won't you trust Christ tonight?”  And they say:  
“Preacher, I'm just scared, and I can't go down there.”  What has going down to the front have to do 
with trusting Christ?    
 
I know what they say: “You have to get them down to the front to deal with them.”  Isn't that what they 
tell them to get them down there?  Listen.  There isn't anything wrong with walking the isle, and getting 
people to come to the front, if the proposition you make is right.  You tell them to trust Christ where they 
are sitting, and if they have a question that they want to have answered, come down and you will deal 
with them.  But that isn't what people tell them, is it?  “Come down and trust Christ,” is what they tell 
them, isn't it?  Yes, that is what they tell them, and let that guy that tells them that get into a sweat, and 
have about three weeks of nobody walking the aisle; and I guarantee you he will be quoting that verse in 
Matthew 10 to get them down the isle.  So you have to be careful. 
 
You can make an honest proposition.  You hear me do it sometimes.  If you say that there is no merit, no 
attachment, to walking that isle to get salvation, then you’re okay.  But what do you do with those 
verses?  There is a guy that goes around to Shorewood sometimes that says that if you pray and ask 
Christ to save you, then you immediately go off and tell somebody that you did it, or you are not saved.  
Oh yeah.  He doesn't say much about that around there now, because he and I had a run-in about that.  
You know the verses that he uses, don't you?  Those two verses right there.  How are you going to deal 
with that?  How are you going to handle that?  That is the problem. 
 
There are two things that you want to notice, and you want to remember these two things: Number 
one—the context of the passage.  Where are you at?  You are not in the section of Romans where Paul 
tells you how to get saved today.  Who is he talking about?  He is talking about Israel.  He is talking 
about Israel's position, and he is talking about what has happened to Israel.  Chapters 9 to 11 of the 
book of Romans are about Israel.  If I am going to go somewhere in the book of Romans and find out 
how a Gentile ought to get saved, I am not going to go to Romans 9 to 11 first.  That isn't the issue in 
Romans 9 to 11.  The issue there is: telling you what has happened to Israel.  Verses 1-13 in chapter 10 
is Paul's plea to Israel for them to respond to his proclamation to them about the righteousness of faith, 
the Word of faith that he preaches to them.  And the special issue here is Israel.  Now it doesn't mean 
that this passage violates the message of grace, because it doesn't.  You are going to see that in a 
minute; the issue is still Israel.  You need to understand that.     
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Look at verse 9.  “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in thine heart”—see 
that?  Now look at verse 10.  “With the heart man believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made.”  Why did he swap the order?  Why didn't he put it that way to start with in verse 9?  
Why didn't he put believing first in verse 9?  Look at verse 8, and notice that verse 9 is Paul's application 
of verse 8 to what he is saying.  The quote in verse 8 from Deuteronomy is: “the word is nigh thee even 
in thy mouth and heart.”  Paul is saying: that is what I preached to you and he applies, (in verse 9), the 
order of verse 8: “mouth” first, “heart” second.  But in verse 10, what is he doing?  He is explaining verse 
9, isn't he?  So when he begins to explain verse 9, and amplify the meaning of what he said, what does 
he put first?  The heart, and faith. 
 
I am saying that to you so you see that the context of the quote is an explanation of what is being said 
to Israel in verses 6-8.  What does the Word of faith say to Israel?  Paul is explaining it.  The context is 
Israel.  In fact, look at verse 13.  “For whosoever should call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  
Where did you read that before?  Acts 2:21.  Peter quotes it on the day of Pentecost.  Where does he 
quote it from?  Joel 2:32.  That is Israel.    
 
In verse 11, there is a quote again out of Isaiah 28.  He used it in Romans 9:33.  So the context is Israel.  
Again, I don't want you to misunderstand what I am saying.  The passage doesn't violate the gospel of 
grace; the passage tells you the specific issue that Paul is dealing with Israel about.  So you want to be 
careful; and not just grab verse 9 out of its context, and slap it on somebody you meet on the street 
corner; because it doesn't fit like that.  So first, notice the context.  Now how are you going to explain all 
that to somebody that you meet on the street?  You are not.  I want you to understand it though.   
Remember what the context is, and that will clear up some things for you. 
 
Now let’s get the content of the passage; that is number two.  Here is how you go through the verse: “If 
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus.”  Not like the new Bibles say: “If thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth Jesus as Lord.”  That isn't what it says.  What it says is:  “if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus.”  What does that mean?  What is he talking about?  The reason that they change 
it to:  “confess Jesus as Lord,” is that they want to teach lordship salvation.  That is, that you have to 
confess Him as Lord of your life, like Billy Graham says, and like Campus Crusade.  But that isn't 
necessarily what that means even.  Write down John 8:24 by that verse.  What he is talking about when 
he says:  “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,”  he is talking about acknowledging who 
Christ is.  John 8:24  
 
They had to acknowledge who Christ was; that is what Israel needed to do.  They needed to confess with 
their mouth the Lord Jesus.  They were doing that.  They were reading the verses.  And he was saying:  
Hey, the One that you are reading about back there, is Christ; confess it, acknowledge it.  “And shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead”—you see, that is the risen Savior.  Now 
what does the resurrection demonstrate?  It demonstrates who He is.  You learned that back in Romans 
1:3-4, He is declared to be the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead.  Isn't the 
resurrection what the apostles preached to Israel in early Acts?  Isn't the resurrection what Paul preached 
to Israel in Acts?  Didn't he say: “For the hope of Israel, and the hope of the resurrection, I am bound 
with this chain?”  So he is telling them that they need to believe who He is, and be saved.  
 
He is going to explain what it means to be saved in verse 10.  “For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  When you believe unto 
righteousness, what do you call that?  What doctrine is that?  Justification.  Right.  Chapters 1 to 5.    
 

Then you make confession unto salvation.  What in the world is that?  If you have been justified, what is 
next?  What would the salvation be?  Well, do you believe in your heart unto righteousness, and with 
your mouth make confession unto sanctification?  Is that what you want to say?  The problem there is 
when you read that word mouth, what do you think about?  That thing on your face.  You see, that verse 
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is tough if you make that mouth the one on your face.  See how hard it gets to be?  I am believing in my 
heart for justification, but what am I confessing to?   
 

The key to the thing is to recognize this: Do you see where it says mouth there and heart?  Do you 

believe with the muscle inside your ribs that pumps blood?  What is the heart a reference to?  It is a 
reference to a function in your soul isn't it?  Now if the heart is not the pump inside your body, how come 
the mouth is the one on your face?  If you have to confess with the mouth on your face in order to get 
salvation, what does somebody do that can't talk?  What does a mute do?  How does he get saved?  You 
see, those two terms are figures of speech, and where he got them from is verse 8.  They are figures of 
speech that he is using to talk about functions of your soul.  Now look at verse 11.  “For the Scripture 
sayeth, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.”  Now there is what the heart does.  The 
heart says believing is enough.  Believing is sufficient.  When I believe, that is it; I don't need anything 
else, I will never be ashamed.  Verse 13.   
 

Romans 10:13  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
 
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be what?  Saved.  You see, what he is talking 
about is:  the man, with his heart, rests completely in the finished work of Christ, and says:  that is 

enough.  Christ says:  you believe on the One that is raised from the dead, the Lord who died, and is 
raised from the dead.  Doesn't the resurrection indicate the finished work of Christ according to Romans 
4:25?  “Thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in thine heart that God raised him 
from the dead.”  What are you believing?  You are believing in the finished work.  The heart believes in 
the finished work.  Then what do you do?  If you believe in the finished work, what are you going to do?  
You call.  “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord.”  What does that mean?  What is he talking 
about?  Ask the Lord.  Why would you ask him to say it?  Because you want to get saved, right?  What is 

he talking about?  “Whosoever shall call on the name.”  The guy that wants to get saved—why does the 
Lord want him to call?  He wants him to want to get saved.   
 
Listen, folks.  Mark this down: Salvation is a willful personal choice to trust the finished work of Christ 
alone.  There has to be a willful intentional personal choosing to trust the finished work of Christ, and 
that alone.  You don't just grow into salvation.  You don't just sachet into it.  For years before I trusted 
Christ, I knew that He died for my sins, and I believed that He died for the sins of the world, but I never 

trusted Him.  I never by personal choice relied exclusively upon Him.  I never called on Him.  Why?  I 
never wanted to, I never thought I needed to.  But once you recognize your need, then what do you do?  
“Help, Lord, I perish!” (YOU CALL HIM)  And you know why.   
 

Do you know how frustrating it would be to answer:  “Why did the Lord save you?”   
“Well, I asked Him to.” 
 
What makes you think He ought to?  I mean what makes you think He is going to give you what you 
want anyway?  Or… 
 
“I believe, and I won't be ashamed.”  Believe what? 
 
“I believe that Jesus Christ died for my sins and was buried and was raised again as a complete and 
totally satisfying sacrifice”—and that’s the issue.  Now one other thing:  verse 12.  Let’s read verses 11-
13 together.  Romans 10:11-13 
 
Romans 10:10: “For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness [justification].”  The heart is to 
believe.  It is not to give something.  The heart is incapable of doing anything, therefore, he says, “Don’t 
do anything, just believe.”   
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And once again, faith is not a work.  It is a nonmeritorial system of perception whereby you perceive that 
salvation is only in what Christ did, and you rely exclusively upon that.  Sometimes you will need a 
definition of faith.  Here are two passages that will help you define what faith is for people.  John 3:33, 1 
John 5:9-12 
 
Notice Romans 10:10: “For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness.”  If you believe unto 
righteousness, isn’t that justification?  Sure it is!  Well, if you are justified, doesn't that mean, you are 
going to be saved from wrath?  Sure it does!  Well, then if you are justified by faith (“with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness”) what more do you need?  Well, you do not need anything (Romans 3 and 
4). 
 
Roman 10:10 says, “and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  This passage is especially 
designed to teach some things about the Nation Israel.  Notice verse 10, when he explains what the 
doctrine of verse 9 is, he reverses the order.  You believe unto righteousness (You get the justification 
that way) and then, with the mouth, confession is made unto salvation.   
 
Now, that verse is rough, if you take the mouth as being physical.  The heart that you believe with is not 
the physical pump in your chest.  It is the mentality of your soul.  You understand that it is a figure of 
speech.  Well, if the heart isn’t the pump in your chest, in the passage, how say ye the mouth is?  If one 
is a figure of speech, why isn’t the other one a figure of speech?   
 
If you have to confess, with your physical mouth, the Lord Jesus, what happens with somebody that can’t 
talk?  What happens to someone who does not have the ability to communicate physically.  Are you 
saying that you have to physically be able to communicate with people or you can’t be saved?  You know 
better than that.  And that is the kind of questions you should ask people to demonstrate to them the 
problems in the passage.   
 
When he talks about “with the mouth confession is made unto salvation,” he is talking about the fact that 
they have to claim that personal choice.  By their own personal choice, they have to claim the thing.  
That is the way you have to deal with somebody about the passage.   
 
Now look at your soul: your heart – the mentality of your soul.  It is important that you remember this: 
“For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness” (Romans 10:10).  Is believing an emotion or a 
mental process?  Faith is a nonmeritorious system of perception.  It is a mental process.  It is not an 
emotional response.  Now look at Romans 6:17 

 

Romans 10:11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him 
shall not be ashamed.  

I know a man that used to go to the church that I attended in Chicago.  And he believes, on the basis of 
that passage, that if someone prays and asks Christ to save them, they have to then get up and go tell 
someone that they trusted Christ before God will save them.  And he is just reading the verse.   
 
Now, you want to notice the context.  And I say to you again, “You should go back and review your notes 
in Romans 10, if you are still confused about this passage in anyway.  But the context of the passage is 
Paul’s message to the Nation Israel.  And Paul is not describing here how people are to be saved, and 
how the gospel invitation is to be extended to people, in the dispensation of grace.  That is not the 
purpose of the passage and I don’t care how often books about “soul winning” use this passage as the 
invitation.  That is not its purpose in God’s word!  It is no more legitimate than using Matthew 10.   
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Those verses are the application of verse 8.  Verse 8 says, “But what saith it?  [What does the 
righteousness of faith say?] THE WORD IS NIGH THEE EVEN IN THY MOUTH, AND IN THY HEART: that 
is, the word of faith, which we preach.”   
 
Then Paul applies the passage: “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Romans 10:9-10).  
Well where would he get the “mouth” and the “heart” from?  He got it from verse 8.  They were 
confessing, and they were saying these things.  It says it was according to scripture.  Now they needed 
to believe what they were saying.  And it is a Jewish passage about what is going on with regard to the 
nation Israel.   
 
Again, go back to Romans and get your notes, and go through the passage if you don’t understand what 
I am saying.  We have already been through Romans and you ought to understand this passage because 
we spent a lot of time talking about it.  But that passage is not dealing with a presentation of the gospel 
today.  It is dealing with what happened, and why Israel failed to receive her Messiah.   

 

Romans 10:12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the 
Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.  

Could you say that there was no difference between the Jew and the Gentile in Time Past?  No.  Can you 
say there is no difference in the dispensation called But Now?  Yes.  That is how you know that when you 
get to Romans and Paul says there is no difference, you have moved from Time Past to But Now. 
 
Was there a difference in Time Past?  There was!  Is there now?  The verse says that there isn’t.  
Romans 3:29 
 

 

Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved. (Rom 10:1-13 Now time) (Joel 2:32Jehovas name)  

Verse 13 is a quotation from Joel 2:32.  It is quoted twice in the New Testament.  Jesus Christ dies at the 
cross of Calvary; he ascends into heaven, and the Holy Spirit comes  on the apostles and brethren there 
in Acts 2, and Peter in Acts 2 quotes Joel.  In Acts 2 and Acts 3 salvation was for whoever would call, but 
they had to come through Israel even then.  The apostle Paul gets saved, and the fall of Israel takes 
place.  It begins in Acts 7 and extends to Acts 28.  The nation Israel falls at the stoning of Stephen and 
then are diminished away throughout the book of Acts.  You need to keep Romans 11:11-15 in your 
mind.  Through the fall of Israel, salvation goes to the Gentiles.  
 
It is when you come to Paul’s ministry that you are told that through the fall of Israel salvation goes to 
the Gentiles.  So the wall fell not at the cross, not in Acts 2; it fell with Paul’s ministry. 
 
Now there are what are called the Acts 28 people, (E. W. Bullinger, Charles Welch).  Why did they not 
see the wall fall?  Why did they wait until Acts 28?  Because of these Jewish things that are involved in 
here.  They see Paul speaking in tongues, Paul going to Israel, and giving special attention to Israel.  
They say, “See, Israel must not have fallen.”  They were fallen, but there was this special ministry:  God 
extending His hand in longsuffering to His nation during Paul’s Acts ministry to provoke Israel to come 
and be a part of the Body of Christ that was already going on.  
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Again, verse 9 is the application of verse 8.  Verse 10 is the explanation:  what does the Word of faith 
say?  The heart and the mouth are figures of speech that describe what your soul does—not what your 
body does, but what your soul does in salvation.  “Whosoever believes on Him shall not be ashamed.”  
Believing is enough.  The heart believes.  “For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek:  for 
the same Lord over all and is rich unto all that call upon him.”  Everybody that wants to get saved, God 
will save.  “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”   
 

There is one thing about verse 12.  “There is no difference.”  Hold your hand there and come back to 
chapter 3, and get Acts 15.  Paul is pulling a switcheroo here that is really precious.  When he says:  
“There is no difference,” in verse 12, there is no difference in respect to receiving the riches of God's 
mercy and grace to anybody that will call on Him.  Right?  But when that expression, “there is no 
difference”, is used, (Peter uses it once, Paul uses it twice), what he is saying there is that God will now 
save a Jew the same way that He does a Gentile.  You remember I told you He will save a Jew the same 
way He does a Gentile?  You remember how I told you last time that today God wants the Gentile to be 
like the Jew?  Do you see that there is a different program involved today?   
 
There is a different order and a different system now with Paul.  Now, it isn't Gentiles getting saved like 
Jews.  Now it is the Jew that has got to get saved like the Gentile; because God has set the nation aside, 
and taken away his advantage as far as the nation goes.  That individual Jew can get saved like a Gentile 
gets saved, but that is the only hope that the dude has got.  There is no difference.  God will save a Jew.  
He will be merciful to a Jew and save him just like He will a Gentile.  Chapter 3:9.  Romans 3:9 
 
Again, we have talked about verses 9-13, and the context of it being the message that Paul gave to 
Israel, pointing out the fact that the Word of God—the Word of faith which he preached—was something 
which they should have been thoroughly familiar with if they had understood the Word of God that was 
given to them already.  They didn't, so they missed it, but he said:  “for whosoever shall call.” 
 
Romans 10:13 is another verse people use: “FOR WHOSOEVER SHALL CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE 
LORD SHALL BE SAVED.”  Therefore you must pray the “sinners prayer” and ask God to save you.   
 
Now, notice that the passage is a quote from Joel 2:32.  Peter uses that passage on the day of Pentecost 
in Acts 2:21.  So, that is a rather interesting passage, and again we discussed it in Romans.  The issue is 
Romans 10:14. 
 
Verse 13: “FOR WHOSOEVER SHALL CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD.”  Believing is a function of 
the will.  It is a choice of the will.  Faith is a nonmeritorious system of perception.  It is this will choosing 
and perceiving and going for the thing.  And your will chooses to believe.  That comes out of your soul.   

 

(Rom 10:14-21 Beginning of Acts period) 

Romans 10:14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?   

That is a famous missionary passage.  People use it all the time to demonstrate the fact that missionaries 
are necessary, and that they should be sent out.  What you are going to find out in your ministry about 
missionaries is that missionaries use verses a lot of times that don't have anything to do with what is 
going on in the passages.  They just run along and find a verse that helps, it looks like it is going to work 

for them, and they grab it, and use it, and that is what they do with this.  This is not a missionary 
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passage.  Paul is not discussing missionary activity at all, that is not the issue here.  He is not talking 
about sending out people to preach to the heathen somewhere here in the United States or anything like 
that. 
 
What this passage is about is the issue of an objection being raised actually.  There are some questions 
that are being raised about what Paul is saying.  He says:  “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.”  An objection is raised.  “How shall they call on him in whom they have not 
believed?”  Notice the order.  First, here is a guy that is going to get saved.  How shall they get saved 
unless they call.  In other words, call indicates that you want to be saved, you get saved.  “How shall 
they call on him in whom they have not believed?”  Folks, it does not do any good to believe on a 
personal-works basis.   
 
This is important:  if you are going to use Romans 10 to show somebody how to get saved, use verses 13 
and 14, not verses 9 and 10.  Verse 13:  “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.  How shall they call on him in whom they have not” [what?] “believed.”  You have to believe first.  
“How shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?”  Before you can believe, you have to hear.  
Folks, if you don't hear the message, you can't believe.  Why?  “Faith cometh by hearing.”   
 

Before you can hear, what do you have to do?  Somebody has to preach to you and you have to hear 
what?  You have to hear the Word of God.  “How shall they hear without a preacher?”  Somebody has to 
preach, so you have to have a preacher.  Well, before you can have a preacher, what do you have to 
have?  God has to send them.  So somebody has to be sent first.   
 
He preaches, they hear it and then they can believe it and call.  See?  People say:  Can a man believe?  A 
man on his own would never believe, and never have the capacity to believe.  God has to act, and send 
the Word, and the life is in the message that the guy hears.  An unsaved man on his own is never going 
to believe; he is never going to know what to believe, so he needs that message.  Now that is the issue 
in there, and this is true.  As you see a missionary use this or you want to use it sometime in this way, 
you be careful what you are using it for.  You don't say:  this is Paul's missionary challenge, because it 
isn't.  It has not anything to do with missionaries going out, or you going out even, and preaching today.  
But it does illustrate the doctrine of this issue:  a man is sent to preach, they hear, then they can believe, 
then they call, and they get saved.   
 
 God sendsa man preachesa man hearshe believescallsSaved  
 
Man is never going to want to get saved until he believes.  He is never going to believe until he hears.  
He isn't going to hear until somebody preaches it to him, and nobody is going to go preach unless God 
sends them to do it.  That is the doctrine, and that doctrine that Paul is listing there about the hearing 
involved is true; but what he is doing is, he is listing an objection that Israel is going to say.  They are 
going to say:  wait a minute, we hadn't had anybody sent to us to preach this stuff to us.  Look at verse 
15.   
 
Now, you do not have to pray to get saved.  We will look at those verses in Luke and Romans in the next 
lesson.  The bible does not say, “Pray to be saved.”  The bible says, “Believe to be saved.”  There is no 
adequate basis to tell somebody to call on the name of the Lord.   
 
Romans 10:14 says, “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?”   
 
Why would God accept your prayer?  (“I asked him to forgive me.”)  Why would he accept your prayer?  
Why would he be merciful to you?  Would he do it just because you asked him to be?  You know better 
than that.   
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“How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?”  Faith is the issue.  Faith is the issue 
in verse 13.  You are saved through faith, not through praying.  You don’t have to pray to get saved, but 
you do have to make a personal choice to trust Christ.  And that is what verse 13 is talking about.  God 
will save anybody that wants to be saved, and that is the issue there. 
 
He is not talking about praying through and all that kind of business.  The place of prayer, in the gospel 
presentation, is tricky.  People get all confused about it.  Prayer is simply one person verbalizing their 
thoughts to another person.  In this case, one person is a human and the other person is a divine person 
– God.  And you are just verbalizing your thoughts to him – either audibly or silently.   
 
After a person has made the decision in their heart (in their soul) to trust Christ, it is perfectly 
appropriate to pray and to communicate that decision to God in prayer.  God of course knows what they 
decided.  Prayer, often times, brings clarity of thought to the individual by giving an affirmation of the 
decision, giving a testimony both to God and to you, of the decision.   
 
Now, it is not necessary to pray.  Prayer doesn't save people, Christ does.  You have to remember that.  
It is perfectly appropriate to pray, but it is not necessary.  And, you want to be sure that the person does 
not trust the fact that they prayed to save them.  They can pray and tell God what they have done, what 
they did do, or what they are doing.  But, that is all it is. 
 
Turn to Luke 18, and notice the “sinners prayer.”  (That is good Rescue Mission terminology.)  Luke 
18:13. 
 

 

Romans 10:15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is 
written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of 
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!  (Isa 52:7 millinium)(Lk1) 

Now, notice that the issue in Verse 13 is whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be [what?] 
saved.  All right, the guy is going to be saved if he does what?  Calls - okay.  Question:  How shall they 
call on him in whom they have not believed?  So this is the goal: saved.      
  
 
 Saved 
 ^ 

 Call 
 ^ 
 Believe 
 ^ 
 Hear 
 ^ 
 Preacher 

 ^ 
 Sent 
 
In order to be saved, you’re going to have to call; before you call, you have to believe.  How shall they 
believe on Him in whom they have not heard? 
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So before you can believe God’s word:  Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God, Verse 
17 says.  Do you see how he begins to build the issue here?  You have to hear the word, believe the 
word, call and be saved.  
 
How shall they hear [he asks] without a preacher?  And how shall they preach, except they be sent?  Do 
you see the order here?  You see how it works:  the man is sent; the man goes and preaches the word; 
the people hear the word; they believe the word, and because they believe, they know that if they call 
upon the Lord - they desire salvation - God will save them. 
 
You see how God is at work in all of that?  God is behind the whole thing because it’s God who sends out 
the man with the message for people to believe, and when they believe, God saves them.  The whole 
work is God’s work. 
 
What I want you to see is that right down here at the very basis of the process is this:  sent.  It’s God’s 
calling somebody and sending him to proclaim the message.  It’s critical, folks - if there isn’t anybody to 
preach the message, there isn’t anybody going to hear the message, to be able to believe the message, 
to call on the Lord and be saved.  If you want this up here at the top (Saved) to happen - well, it doesn’t 
just happen - it comes about by the process God established. 
 
That’s a great missionary passage.  I guess every missionary who ever lived uses that passage in his 
deputation work; talking about how people need to hear from a preacher.  God sends the man. 
There’s a little ditty I learned in school: 
 
Some are God-called; some are man-sent;  
Some, well, they just packed up and went! 
 
You get all kinds of reasons for the people you see out preaching.  Some people are sent out by the 
devil.  He has ministers and preachers. 
 
Some people are sent out by psychological responsibility.  They get in a position where they feel guilty 
because they’ve got something that some poor, benighted person somewhere doesn’t have, so, because 
of the psychological pressure that’s placed upon them in a missionary conference or something, they load 
up and off they go. 
 
Some of them are man-sent.  People are always putting their hands on their shoulder and advising them 
to do this!  Do that!  Men send them.  
  
Some people just decide for them selves they want to go and just do it on their own. 
 
But then there are some that are God-sent.  We’ll talk later about how to know which one of those you 
are, and I hope it’s the last. 
 
The issue is that God ordained and fixed it so that through preaching His word would go out.  As we’re 
studying about the preparation and delivery of a message, we’re studying about the very basic goods of 
the ministry. 
 
Understand this: everybody is called to preach; that is, everybody is called to proclaim the gospel.  
Everybody - man, woman, boy or girl - is called to get the word out, but now we’re talking about 
someone who is not just called to preach, but called to the ministry.  There’s a difference, you know.   
 
Turn to 1 Corinthians 9 and let me show you, just for an example, the difference.  1 Corinthians 9:14 
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By the way, this passage in Romans 10 is about everybody preaching so that people can call on the Lord 
and be saved.  But we want to focus on the particular issue of sermon-preparation and delivery; the issue 
of standing up - whether it’s on a street-corner or in the pulpit of the First Church in town, in a rescue 
mission or an old-folks’ home, a nursing home, or whether there’s a king or a president in the audience - 
and proclaiming effectively, clearly and with power and authority that gospel message.  
 
Now, the word ‘preach’ means to proclaim  - to cry out, to herald.  
 
They used to have a town-crier years ago.  Do you know what a town-crier was?  They never used to 
have a Huntley and Brinkley or a Walter Kronkite or any of those newsmen. 
   
(I was out in Montana once and ate supper in Chet Huntley’s hometown in a café that had bullet-holes in 
the ceiling from the wild-west days.  A very interesting place.  It’s a little town of about eighty people.) 
 
To return to the town-crier: they used to have a man who would go through town and cry out loudly so 
that everybody could hear the proclamation.  That’s that word to preach, to proclaim, to herald as a 
town-crier. 
 
I want you to compare two passages: Isaiah 61 and Luke 4.  Let me show you the meaning of the 
word ‘proclaim’.   
 
To preach has to do with proclaiming - getting the message out with force and vigor and with clarity.  
When the Bible talks about preaching, it’s not talking about soft-spoken platitudes.  It’s talking about 
really getting that word out, man! 
I don’t want you to misunderstand.  We’re going to be talking about style - developing your own style 
and identifying your style.  We’re not talking about being boisterous and screaming and yelling at the top 
of your lungs all the time.  That’s not style – that’s just ignorance.  Preaching has to do with an 
authoritative proclamation of a message.  That’s what preaching is, and what we’re going to study about 
in this class is how to prepare yourself and the message and how to deliver it in a way that’s clear and 
plain so that it is authoritative and yet it has the power of God the Holy Spirit involved in it.  Luke 4:17-
19, Isaiah 61:2. 

 

Romans 10:16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, 
Lord, who hath believed our report?  

Do you know what the problem is?  They didn't obey.  They shut their ears, they refused the message.  
“For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?”  Do you know where that quote is from?  The 
next chapter in Isaiah.  You read in Isaiah 52:7 that they got the message, and Isaiah 53 says nobody is 
going to believe it.  Isaiah 52—they get the message of peace; the messengers are sent; peace is 
offered.  I have been telling you in our study in Matthew:  notice that all of these quotes back here when 
Christ comes, what are they?  They are all Second Coming quotes.  The Second Coming is available back 
here.   
 
Until Acts 7, folks, the Second Coming was the issue, and could have come.  Don’t misunderstand; it 
wouldn't have come at that split second.  The 70th week tribulation wrath had to come; but it would 
have been like this folded up chart is:  no Body of Christ, no 2,000 years of mystery.  The kingdom was 
the issue back there.  So they are quoting the Second Coming passages, and getting these people ready 
because they are expecting to go into the kingdom.   
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God sent the Messiah to Israel.  He sent Him on the time schedule.  He proclaimed peace.  The apostles 
came; they proclaimed peace through the Messiah, who is right there in their midst.  They talk about the 
good things that He is going to bring, and what happens?  Israel refuses it.  They won't hear.  So he says 
in verse 17: 

 

Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.  

In the final analysis, the word of God, (your bible), is the only ultimate proof that you have for your faith.  
The ultimate proof for your faith is in that book.  I do not know what you would say if someone would 
ask you how you know you are right, but I will tell you this – the one unanswerable argument is your 
own personal copy of God’s word.  You just reach in your pocket, and hold up your bible, and confidently 
proclaim Look at that!  I am right because the author of my faith has given me a book, which is unlike 
any other book of any other religion.  Then you open it up, and you preach it to him. 
 

You’ve heard the old saying, “You don’t defend the lion.  He could take care of himself if you let him out 
of the cage.”  Well, that’s what you do with that book.  Folks, if you use that book right, it is enough to 
overwhelmingly convince any honest and sincere listener.  And that is the answer. 
 
Gentlemen, faith comes from the Word of God.  Are you listening?   The gospel of the grace of God is a 
life-giving message, and no one ever gets saved apart from it.  No one sits down on his own, and grunts 
real hard, and concentrates real intently, and God walks along and says:  “I think I will save you because 
of your much faith.”  No, No, No.   Faith is a non-meritorious system of perception.  There is no merit in 
depending on what somebody else said.   The merit is in the one that said it, not in you.   
 
You have three ways of knowing something:  three systems of perception.   
 
Empiricism—empirical knowledge is knowledge that you get from handling, feeling, and touching things; 
from scientific investigation.  It is the old Missouri mule kind of thing:  show me.   
Rationalism—the ability to rationally perceive, think through, and rationalize the thing. 
Faith—believing what somebody else told you.    
 
Faith is the only one of those in which there is no personal merit.   The merit is in the person that you 
believed, or in the thing that you believed, not in yourself.  When you feel it, or you think it, you are the 
merit.  But when you believe what somebody else said, they are the merit.  So faith is a non-meritorious 
system of perception.   Let me show you a couple of verses that demonstrate that.  Romans 4:4-5 
 
The point here is that you have to hear the call, and they did hear—that is what Paul is pointing out in 
the latter part of verses 15, 16 and 17.  They did hear the message, and they turned a deaf ear to it.  
The problem with Israel isn't that they didn't get the Word, or that they didn't get the message.  He is 
telling them back in verses 1-13, if you had gotten the information that you should have gotten out of the 
law in Time Past, you would have been ready, and you would have received Christ, and the Word when it 
came.  They are saying:  wait a minute, wait a minute.  What Christ?  What word?  What message?  
Nobody came and preached anything to us for us to receive. 
 
Paul is saying:  Hey, wait a minute fellows, you had the gospel of peace preached to you.  Verse 15 
there, when he says:  “how shall they preach, except they be sent?”  Do you know what the word apostle 
means?  One sent.  The Greek word there is apostello, the word we get our word apostle from.  It is 
sent.  What he is talking about there is, how shall they preach it except they have some apostles?  How 
shall they preach except somebody be sent to them?  and some were sent to them.  That is what the 
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word apostle means—one that is sent—and the twelve apostles are the apostles of Israel.  They’re the 
ones sent to Israel.  You see, there was a particular time, and that is the issue. 
 
Go with me to Isaiah 52, and I want you to notice that quote there in verse 7.  There was a particular 
time when God was going to send a message to Israel to declare clearly the issues concerning her 
Messiah, and that is what Paul is referring to there when he quotes, “how shall they preach except they 
be sent?  as it is written, how beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring 
glad tidings of good things!”  That is a reference in Isaiah 52, to a particular time in which God was going 
to send a message to Israel by some apostles, and that message was going to declare to them the issues 
concerning her Messiah.  Isaiah 52:7 
 
He is pointing out again that they could have believed because they had the Word, but they refused.  
Therefore, who is responsible?  They are.  That is the issue.   
 

Now I want you to notice one thing before we go on here.  The rest of the chapter is real interesting to 
me, and I want to get to it.  But I want to spend two minutes on something first:  the issue of the gospel 
of peace in verse 15.  You have to understand what that is.  Go back to Isaiah 52 with me, and notice 
the issue there in Isaiah 52—that whole chapter is the millennium.  Isaiah 52:1-10. 

 

Romans 10:18 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound 
went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world.  

18  But I say, Have they not heard? [The objection has been that they have not heard.]  Yes verily, their 
sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world.  [Where is that a quote from?  
Psalms 19.  Do you remember that?]  Psalms 19:1-4 
 
Do you know what he is doing?  He is saying they have heard, and he compares it to the issue of God's 
glory being demonstrated in the earth.  He is saying, hey, if the message has gone that far, if the 
message is as widely known and as easily understood as the issue of the glory of God, then Israel has 
heard.  If everybody has heard, then hasn't Israel heard?  Sure they have.  Israel has it.  No problem 
with that.  Verse 19: 
 

 

Romans 10:19 But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, I will 
provoke you to jealousy by them that are no people, and by a foolish 
nation I will anger you.  (Acts 1 to 7) (Little flocks) (Issue here is Israel) (Jonah 1,2,3) 

Who is that foolish nation?  It is the little flock of believers in Acts 2 and in the earthly ministry of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  The proper term to describe this remnant of believers that began with John the 
Baptist and extends through early Acts is little flock.  They were given that name by Jesus Christ in Luke 
12:32.  This group of believers were baptized by the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost and are the 
“righteous nation,” as Isaiah 26 calls them.  Deut. 32 calls them “a foolish nation.”  The world looked at 
them and thought it was crazy to call them “God’s chosen people.”  They don’t look like much.  The 
religious leaders looked at them and said they were ignorant, unlearned men.  
 
What is God’s purpose with the foolish nation?  To provoke Israel to jealousy.  Here is the nation Israel.  
Inside the nation He develops a remnant of believers called the little flock, the true nation.  
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The people outside the little flock are apostates.  They’re not seeking God, they are in unbelief.  John the 
Baptist comes and says to the nation:  “Repent.”  Some do repent, and they get the baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins.  They’re identified together in that believing remnant of people, the 
little flock.  Christ comes and says God is going to take away the authority from the apostate nation and 
give it to the little flock—give them the kingdom.  The twelve have been ordained as the political 
authority and governmental structure in the kingdom when it comes.  He has taken the power from the 
apostate group, and the little flock is going out preaching to the nation, trying to get the nation to come 
and join them in faith.  The remnant of believers are part of the nation as a whole, physically Israel, of 
the twelve tribes, but they are the ones who are of faith.  All they that are of Israel are not necessarily of 
faith.    
 
His purpose with the little flock, who are the true believers, is to provoke unbelieving Israel to get 
saved—to get into the little flock.  Israel doesn’t do it, so they were set aside.  The nation falls, not the 
little flock.  They begin to lose their national privileges and status.  That is a diagram of the prophetic 
program, provoking them to jealousy with that foolish nation, that remnant of believers.  
 
In I Peter 2:9-10 you’ll find that remnant of believers called a people that sat in darkness, that were no 
people, but now have seen the light.  They didn’t have any status in time past.  God forsook the religious 
hierarchy and chose the foolish nation.  Matthew 4 talks about people who sat in darkness and saw a 
great light—Christ is up there calling out the little flock.  That is in the passage where Christ is calling out 
His disciples. 
 
God uses that little flock, that foolish nation to provoke Israel, the apostate nation, to jealousy, to action 
to respond in the early Acts period.  Many commentaries say that that foolish nation is the nations, the 
gentiles.  But is doesn’t say nations (plural), it says nation (singular).  What nation among the nations of 
the earth is he talking about?  He is not talking about the gentiles; he is talking about that little flock in 
Israel. 
 
These folks outside the Little Flock, (see illustration), are disobedient; they are gainsaying; they will not 
pay any attention to the Word; so what does He do?  He gathers together a remnant of believers in the 
nation, and He calls them “a foolish nation.”  In other words, another one of the titles for that Little Flock 
is the title there:  “foolish nation.”  The average commentary tells you that that passage is a reference to 
the Gentiles. 
 
Let us look next at three passages: Romans 10, Matthew 21, and I Peter 2.  Look at that verse for a 
moment so you can see what it really says. 
 
Romans 10:19 But I say, Did not Israel know? 
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First Moses said it.  Now Paul is writing over here in the Dispensation of Grace, (the fall of Israel has 
already taken place), explaining to you in Romans 10 why God set Israel aside.  He says, Didn’t they 
know?  Yes, they knew.  Moses had already told them.  See Deuteronomy 32:21. 
 
Paul, in Romans 9-11, is dealing with the dispensation of grace, and the status of Israel today.  In 
chapter 10, he is dealing with the issue of whether or not God was fair when He set Israel aside.  He is 
arguing, and making the point that when God reshaped Israel from a vessel of honor into a vessel of 
dishonor, He was totally fair in His dealings.  He was totally righteous and honorable in His dealings.  
Here he is making his point.  Did Israel understand the message that was sent to them?  He says, “Yes 
they did understand.”  
 
This group of people, the little flock, is considered a foolish nation.  Acts 4:13 
 
That’s Deuteronomy 32, the Song of Moses that we studied last time.  Moses told them ahead of time 
they were going to rebel, they were going to fail, they weren’t going to keep it.  
 
“But I say, Have they not heard?”  “But I say, Did not Israel know?”  They had all that information, but 
they are not paying a lick of attention to what is going on.  They are not getting it.    
 
Well if they heard, did they understand it?  Somebody says:  they heard it but they didn't know it; they 
didn't understand it, they didn't get it.  That word know there is the word gnosis; that is the same word 
for knowledge in verse 2—that is, a thorough, full understanding of a thing.  Did they understand it fully?   
 
Did they understand?  He begins to quote verses.  Do you know what God did?  God told them in 
advance what was going to happen.  Now if God tells you in advance what is going to happen, are you 
without excuse?  You better believe you are.  If God tells you in advance what is going to happen, and 
what you are going to do, what do we say?  “To be forewarned is forearmed.”  You are prepared, aren't 
you?  If you know in advance what is going to happen, shouldn't you be prepared not to be a part of it?   
 

I mean folks, look, everybody is talking about the economy today and they say:  “The stock market is 
going to go up,” or “The stock market is going to go down.”  If you know which way it is going to go, 
wouldn't that be an advantage?  Sure would.  If you have one hundred thousand dollars invested in the 
stock market, and the Lord comes along and says:  “Okay, three days from now it is going to go pfut,  
and you leave it in there; and three days from now it goes pfut, whose fault is it?  Your fault, isn't it?  It 
flat is.  Just because God told them in advance, it didn't mean they had to participate.  He is warning 
them so they didn't have to do it.   
 
Now notice what he said in verse 19.  It is very important.  “I will provoke you, (Israel), to jealousy by 
them that are no people, by a foolish nation,” and that is that little flock of people, that foolish nation.  
That is that group of people He called out of the nation.  “By a foolish nation will I anger you.”  He is 
saying:  I am going to provoke you by a foolish nation.  “I was found of them that sought not after me,” 
and that is the little flock.  “I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me,” that is the same 
people—the little flock.  “But to Israel”—the rest of the nation—“all the day long have I stretched forth 
my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people.”  He said I am going to patiently stretch forth my 
hand. I am going to give you opportunity, after opportunity, after opportunity, Israel; and I am going to 
do it with a people that you think are a bunch of foolish people—a foolish nation.   
 

Now that verse right there—verse 19—is often referred to being Gentiles; and I want you to make note of 
this.  I want you to understand, and be able to explain to me how that foolish nation is not Gentiles.  The 
average Acts 2 dispensationalist says that it is Gentiles, but it is not.  It is that little flock that we have 
been studying about when we went through Matthew 2-4.  Number one, you know it is not Gentiles by 
just looking at the words:  “A foolish nation.”  Is that singular or plural?  What nation among the Gentile 
nations is it?  Gentiles are not one nation.  The Gentiles are the nations—plural.  This is one nation.   
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It is not all the nations, and besides that, what are the Gentiles doing in here?  The Gentiles have joined 
hands with Israel in rebellion, haven't they?  Isn't that what Acts 4:28 says?  It is exactly what it says.  
You see, he isn't provoking Israel to jealousy by the Gentiles in the passage here, because that foolish 
nation isn't the Gentiles at all.  The Gentiles in the early Acts period, (and that is where you are dealing 
with now—the early Acts period), the Gentiles have joined Israel, and they are in total rebellion.   
 
Well then, who is it?  Get Luke 12 in one hand, and Matthew 21, and I Peter 2.  In Matthew 21:43, Christ 
is speaking after interpreting this parable, and He is applying it to the religious leaders of Israel, the 
elders, and the Pharisees.  Isaiah 26:2, Matthew 21:43, Luke 12:31-32, 1 Peter 2:9-10 
 
In the early Acts period, Israel was being provoked to jealousy by who?  (If you say Gentiles, I will throw 
you out the window.)  In the early Acts period, who does Paul say Israel is being provoked to jealousy 
by?  Read the verse.  The foolish nation.  Look at the verse.  That foolish nation.  Is that prophecy?  Yes.  
If Deuteronomy and Isaiah aren't prophecy, what is?  Romans 11:11 
 
We talked last week, that the issue there: “provoke them to jealousy by them that are no people, and by 
a foolish nation.”  That foolish nation is who?  The little flock.  Right.  It is not the Gentiles, (which all the 
commentaries say it is).  In Isaiah 5, the nation Israel is described as a vine that the Lord has planted.  It 
is a vine that the Lord has planted; and the nation Israel as the vine, goes apostate—they bring forth bad 
fruit.  John the Baptist comes on the scene, and calls the nation Israel to repentance, and forms a group 
of people inside of the nation who repent.  They are baptized with the baptism of John.  That group of 
people is called the little flock in Luke, and we have been studying that in the Matthew class.  You ought 
to have that down in your mind.  They join that church by water baptism.  They come and are identified 
as the believing remnant in Israel through the baptism of repentance for remission of sins.   
 
When Christ comes, He identifies himself with those people.  The Lord Jesus Christ is crucified, ascends 
into heaven; the Holy Spirit comes back on this little flock, and that little flock goes out preaching.  In 
Matthew to John, the issue is the formation of the little flock.  The governmental authority of that 
kingdom is being established.  The governmental hierarchy is the twelve disciples.  Christ says:  you are 
going to be put on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel when He comes in His kingdom.  
The seventieth week of Daniel comes—that period of wrath that comes on Israel before the kingdom 
comes in—that wrath will burn up the apostate group, (those outside the little flock).  The wrath of God 
will fall on them; and this little flock will be the ones that go in and receive that kingdom.  In Luke 19 the 
little flock is told that if they are faithful now, they will be given authority over cities.  The governmental 
hierarchy of the kingdom is being established in this little flock.  These are the people that Christ says He 
is going to give the kingdom to.  The authority is taken from Israel, the apostate, unbelieving group, and 
given to a nation that brings forth the fruits thereof.   
 
Paul, in chapter 10, verse 19, is describing that group of people.  The point is, the Holy Spirit comes on 
Peter and the others, and they go out, and are calling Israel.  Peter says:  “Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost.  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many 
as the Lord our God shall call.  And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save 
yourselves from this untoward generation.”  He is telling them to identify themselves together in this 
group—the little flock—who are going to endure that tribulation, and go into that kingdom, and receive 
the kingdom.  The day of atonement comes at Christ's coming.  This generation outside of the little flock, 
is the one that the wrath of God is going to fall on, and destroy.  God is going to purge out His nation, 
purging out the rebel and the unbeliever.   
 
What Paul is talking about in verse 19 is, in the early Acts period under Peter's ministry, and the ministry 
of the  twelve, the nation Israel is being provoked to jealousy, just as God had said He was going to do in 
Time Past.  In Deuteronomy 32, Moses prophesied, and told them that God was going to provoke Israel 
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to jealousy by a people who were no people.  Remember Matthew 4, where we saw that God goes up 
into Galilee of the Gentiles and chooses out some people, and they are considered to be those that sat in 
darkness and saw a great light.  They were the outcasts of Israel, considered to be cut off from Israel.  
God chooses them, takes the kingdom away from Israel, and gives it to these people who looked, in the 
eyes of Israel, as foolish.  In other words, when he says, “with a foolish nation will I anger you,” he is 
saying, they look foolish to you.  They look like a bunch of nobodies to Israel, and yet God makes them 
the people that get the kingdom. 
 
It is important for you to understand:  in the early Acts period, Paul is saying that God is provoking Israel 
to jealousy.  He is provoking the nation Israel to repentance, and to get right through that foolish nation.  
Now watch how he does it again.  Isaiah says exactly the same thing.  Verse 20.   
 

By the way, if you would go back and read Deuteronomy 32, which is the song of Moses that he gives to 
Israel right before they go into the land—right before they go into the kingdom, the land—and possess 
the land.  Moses gives them this song that describes their history; it describes what God is going to do to 
them; and it describes the second coming of Christ, and the antichrist and all those things.  The context 
of what Paul is saying is:  what was happening in the early Acts period is what is going to happen to 
Israel right before the Second Coming.  In the Matthew class, I have been saying this to you all along as 
we’re studying:  these passages in Matthew that are quoted as being fulfilled, are all Second Coming 
passages.  Do you notice how that works?  The reason for it is because, folks, that’s the issue:  the offer 
of the kingdom.  Now, when does the kingdom come?  “The king is here, the kingdom is here.”  Up until 
Acts 7, the issue was the Second Coming of Christ—the kingdom.  That is the reason that those passages 
refer to the kingdom.   
 
They don't see a 2,000 year separation with the mystery age in there.  It was a mystery.  They didn't 
know about it.  They didn't get it.  So Paul is telling us what is going on back there.  It is fascinating to 
read back there in Deuteronomy.  I am not going to take the time to study it with you now, but I hope 
you will.  And you will see that God tells them:  “You went out and served idols, and you sought to 
provoke me with a bunch of idols—a bunch of nobodies, they are just a bunch of blockheads, no 
accounts.  Well, I am going to turn the tables on you, Israel.  I am going to provoke you by a foolish 
nation, a bunch of people that you consider to be nobodies.  I am going to take them, and make them 
somebody; and I am going to throw out all those big shots outside of the little flock, where they are 
working their ceremonies, and they have their Jew’s religion, and they’ve got all the 613 ordinances of 
the law, plus all those hundreds and hundreds of traditions of the elders that they added on to the law to 
make void the Word of God.  They have all that tapestry, and all that good-looking stuff, and I am just 
going to reject all that.  I am going to leave your house desolate, and I am going to go up here with the 
little flock, and I am going to build again the tabernacle of David. 
 
Do you remember the tabernacle of David, Acts 15, Amos 9, Joel 2?  We went over that when we were 
studying Matthew—the tabernacle of David that he built again.  What is a tabernacle?  It is a house made 
of skin with the glory of God in it—and there they are:  the little flock—a nation—a house made out of 
skin with God's glory in it.  That is what they are going to have in the kingdom.  That is what He is 
building in there (before Acts 7).  And the issue in there is going to be:  in early Acts, He provokes them 
with the foolish nation.  Verse 20. 
 
They say that is the reason that He sends salvation to the Gentiles in 11:11—to provoke Israel to 
jealousy—therefore it has to be the same thing.  That is the reason I showed you when we were in 
10:19, that the foolish nation is not Gentiles.  It is that little flock, and you know it is because it says a 
foolish nation—singular.  The Gentiles are nations—plural.  Tell me, what one nation among the Gentiles 
provokes Israel to jealousy?  Even at that time?  It was not one nation; it was the nations, the Gentiles.  
We will get into that issue about provoking them to jealousy when we get into verse 14, and we will go 
back and get that.  Don't lose the thought, now.  The fall of them is the riches of the world.   
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Notice the next part of verse 12:  “and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles.”  They stumble, 
they fall, and then there is something that is called the diminishing of them; and that is something that 
takes place over a period of time.  When something is diminished when you stumble, it will cover a 
space.  When you fall, bang, you know, it is sunny side up, man, right away.  But when something 
diminishes, it takes a period of time, doesn't it?  Alright, they stumble, they recover, they fall quickly, 
then they diminish away; and that is exactly what happens to the nation Israel between Acts 7 and Acts 
28.   
 
Underline it in your mind, and don't forget this.  Acts 28 is not a new thing—a new beginning point.  
Something is diminishing, and going away.  It doesn't say that they are being revived and restored and 
resurrected.  It says that they are diminishing, and going, and they are going, and going, and they’re 
gone.  And that is what takes place in Acts 28.  That is the reason for the abrupt end of the book of Acts.  
When we study Acts next year, you will see all that.  Acts 7-28 is the diminishing, and then they are no 
longer an issue after that.  Why is He doing that?  Well, He just told you back in chapter 10:21:  Romans 
10:21 
 
Those three passages are generally understood to be references to turning over the program to the 
Gentiles and they’re not.  The other sheep is Ezekiel 37.  It is the binding together of the two houses of 
Israel, under the authority of Jerusalem.  Just as he said in Matthew 10, don't go to the Gentiles and 
don't go to the Samaritans.  He is going to bind Israel back together.   
 
In Acts 1, you see him sending them out to Samaria and in Acts 8, you see Samaria receive the word, but 
they don't receive the full blessings of the message until they own the authority of Jerusalem.  There is 
the healing of the nation.  Gentiles are never sheep in the Bible.  Only one time are Gentiles are ever 
called sheep in the Bible and we will see that in Matthew 25, when they come up and participate and 
become a part of the nation Israel.   
 
Romans 10:19, the foolish nation, once again, is a nation, singular, and it is the little flock and it is the 
nation we are going to look at right here.  Luke 12:32.  What nation is it that he gives the kingdom to? 
 
Romans 10:19  But I say, Did not Israel know?  First Moses saith, I will provoke you to jealousy [Here is 
another provoking to jealousy of Israel.] by them that are no people, and by a foolish nation I will anger 
you. 
 
The Scofield Reference Bible and most commentaries say that verse 19 is a reference to provoking Israel 
to jealousy by the Gentiles.  Can you look at that verse and tell me why that is not true?  It says, “by a 
foolish nation.”  What nation among the Gentiles (nations) is provoking Israel?  It’s not one nation.  It is 
in that verse, isn’t it?  It’s a foolish nation.  Who would that be?  That’s the little flock.  Exactly.   
 
Chart:  Here is Israel. You have John the Baptist, who begins to call and identify the little flock together.  
You have the Lord Jesus Christ and His apostles.  He dies on the cross.  He goes away.  He baptizes the 
apostles with the Holy Spirit, and they go out.  The little flock is called a foolish nation.  That is the way 
the outsiders look at them.  They think they are nuts.  They are a foolish, insignificant, little group of 
people that began up in Galilee, and we know “no good thing comes out of Galilee.”  Do you remember 
when we studied about that in Matthew 4?  To them it is foolish, but in Isaiah 8, Christ says,  
 
Isaiah 8:18  Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath given me are for signs and for wonders in 
Israel from the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion.  
 
The purpose of the “foolish nation” is to provoke Israel to jealousy, and to desire what they have:  to 
come and trust the Lord.  But what does Israel do?  They won’t have anything to do with Him.  So Christ 
saves Paul, and now He is going to send him out to the Gentiles.  Now you have the body of Christ, a 
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body of Gentile believers.  The little flock is going out to Israel.  What is Paul’s purpose in the outgoing to 
the Gentiles in relation to Israel?  To provoke them to jealousy.   
 
The provoking by the little flock covers Acts 1-12, and the provoking by Paul begins in Acts 13 and goes 
through chapter 28.  Those are the two halves of the book.  The main figures in the first part are Peter 
and the eleven.  The main figure in the last part of Acts is Paul.  The first part is a provoking according to 
prophecy (Deuteronomy 32).  The second part, Paul’s ministry, is a provoking according the mystery 
program.   
 
That little flock, that righteous nation, that foolish nation, provokes Israel, but they don’t respond, so God 
sets the nation aside, but gives them a further witness and provocation by Paul’s ministry.   
 
When you read and study the Book of Acts, you need to remember that two-fold provoking.  That is what 
you are seeing in the book of Acts.  You are seeing God provoking the nation Israel through the little 
flock, and they refuse it.  Then you see the salvation of God going to the Gentiles in spite of Israel’s 
refusal, and that very salvation going to the Gentiles is once again used by God. 

 

Romans 10:20 But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them 
that sought me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not 
after me.  (Isa 65:1)     

I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me (that’s Isaiah 65). 
 
Go back to Isaiah 65, and get that same context exactly.  Verses 20 and 21 are a quote from Isaiah 65:1-
2.  Isaiah 65:1-2 
 
Hold you hand there and go back to Isaiah 65 with me and see where that is.  Verses 20 and 21 of 
Romans 10 is a quote out of Isaiah 65:1-2.   

 
20  But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not; I was made manifest 
unto them that asked not after me.  [That is, I appeared to these people and they got me—that foolish 
nation—they got me.] 

 

Romans 10:21 But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth 
my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people.  (Isa 65:23) (Issue here is 

Israel)  

What would He do?  He would stretch forth His hands and say: Hearken!  Listen!  I protest your 
rebellion!  Come and obey Me.  And they wouldn’t do it, so that hand of supplication would turn to a rod 
of affliction. 
 
The doctrinal issue that is being pressed throughout the Old Testament is back there in Leviticus 26 
where God says: Here’s what the contract holds when you disobey.  Here it is.  They don’t listen; they 
don’t hearken; they don’t respond.  So He punishes them further.   
 
You’ll see those judgments come and repeatedly call them to learn the lesson of the Law; that is, you 
can’t keep it.  You’re a failure; you’re a sinner.  You have to let Me do it for you.  God seeks to show 
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Israel that they need a redeemer; so that when the Redeemer JEHOVAH Saviour comes, they would trust 
Him.   
 
They didn’t when He came the first time because they rebelled.  The second time, He'll put that new 
heart in them on the basis of the New Covenant and cause them to inherit the Land according to the 
Palestinian Covenant and based upon His being their Jehovah.   
 
Paul is making the point that Israel did know, and have this knowledge about what God was doing here.  
We have talked about the fact that they have had the Word preached to them in verse 15.  The gospel of 
peace was preached to them by the apostles.  Israel refused it; they wouldn't believe it; they said no; 
they chose to refuse.  Israel’s being set aside had nothing to do with God not being fair with them.  God 
sent them the message, and they refused it; and he said:  “Listen, they understood this thing.  They 
knew what God was going to do, because God told them ahead of time through Moses, and through 
Isaiah, what He was going to do.” 
 
Verses 19-21 are very important in this dispensational section.  Paul is describing in chapters 9, 10, and 
11, the dispensation of grace, and Israel's position in the dispensation of grace—Israel’s position today as 
the result of the dispensation of grace.  And he is telling you some things here about what is going on in 
the book of Acts—the Acts period.  If you want to understand what is going on in the book of Acts in 
Paul's ministry, you are going to learn, and you are going to get your frame of reference for that 
understanding out of Romans 9, 10, and 11.  You get your understanding of what God is doing out of 
what Paul writes down.  You don't go to the book of Acts first, and then come and interpret Paul's 
epistles in light of the book of Acts.  You interpret the book of Acts in the light of Paul's epistles. 
 
There are all kinds of screwball ideas.  For example, there is the Acts 2 position that says that the body of 
Christ began in the book of Acts, because:  Look at what was happening in Acts; it has to be the 
beginning of the body of Christ.  But you come to Paul's epistles, and you find that it can't be that.  What 
Paul talks about is the body of Christ, and the mystery can't be back there in Acts chapter 2. 
 
Then you have another idea that is called the Acts 28 position.  They say:  “If it isn't this end of Acts, it is 
that end of Acts, and we'll go over there.”  And they will say that it begins after Acts 28 because Paul is 
doing this, this, and this in the book of Acts, and that is all Jewish, and that is all there is to this, (and 
they say that), and so they say that it has got to be after Acts 28.  What they are doing is, they are 
taking the book of Acts and trying to understand the Pauline epistles in light of that; and that is 
backwards.  Now we have talked to you about that enough that you ought to understand—you 
understand the book of Acts in light of what Paul writes in his epistles, not vice versa.  In Romans 9-11, 
there is some information that you have got to get straight in your frame of reference in order to 
understand the book of Acts; and this verse right here is a critical point.  He has talked to you about the 
apostles that were sent out to Israel, and they have been preaching, and he says Israel knew about that.  
Verse 19.  
 
21  But to Israel [To this group outside of the little flock.] he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my 
hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people. 
 
What is God doing back there?  He is offering Israel an opportunity to do what?  To get it, to get right.  
These people go out as a testimony to the nation.  Christ has been in their midst.  They go out with the 
gospel of peace, and give Israel the opportunity to receive the kingdom.  Paul says:  Do you want to 
understand early Acts?  Do you want to understand what is going on in Matthew-John and Acts 1-12?  Do 
you want to know what is going on back there?  That is it.  God is provoking Israel to jealousy.  He isn't 
starting the body of Christ back there.  Through those apostles, He is trying to get the nation Israel to 
receive her king. 
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Now look at chapter 11, and get the contrast.  Verse 11, a very similar verse, that sometimes people 
assume is also is a quote from Deuteronomy 32, but it is not.  In fact, it has no reference at all to 
Deuteronomy 32.  It has reference to a parallel situation going on in Paul's ministry.  Romans 11:11 
 
What He is doing is demonstrating the truth of verse 8, that He has given them the spirit of slumber.  He 
is demonstrating the truth of that, and the fact that He has held forth His hand to a disobedient people, 
and they refused it; and the responsibility is theirs, not His.  Paul is demonstrating to you, and trying to 
say to you, that God has been fair.  God was not unjust with Israel when He changed the program.  He 
has been more than just with them all through that.  He was not unfair, and He wasn't unjust when He 
changed the program—when He reshaped Israel.   
 
Now I want you to notice that the fall of Israel takes place in Acts 7; and I want to emphasize this.  Acts 
7 is recognized in the Scripture as the place of a final decision for the nation Israel.  The reason for 
identifying that place is because, folks, Jerusalem, and more specifically, Judah, had to first be saved.  
Come back with me to Joel 2.  We went over some of this when we were studying Matthew, but we 
didn't get into it very heavily.  And we are not going to have time to get much of it tonight, but I want to 
remind you about this.  Get Joel 2:32, and Zechariah 12.  There is something you need to understand 
with regard to what is going on in the kingdom program, and the order of places and events.  Joel 2:32, 
Zechariah 12:6-8 
 
God didn’t cut them off and cast them away in just one fell stroke.  He gave them every opportunity to 
respond.  They were to blame.  Even through the new program, He uses it to provoke them, and they 
still won’t respond.   
 
The great truth demonstrated through the dispensational dealings of God with people down through time 
is the total, absolute depravity in the refusal of man to respond to God by the way of faith and faith 
alone.   
 
 

 

 

Romans: 11 

The Remnant of Israel (Restore Israel)  

Romans 11:1 I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For 
I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  

The issue here is:  Has God cast them away forever?  He cut them off; why did He cut them off?  Chapter 
10 explains that.  Chapter 11: Are they cut off forever?  He says, no, in no wise; and it goes on to talk 
about how that remnant is even now being saved, and that this is just a temporary reshaping and cutting 

off, and that God will bring them back in.  They will one day get their promises.  Chapter 11 is full of 
that, and we will get over there and see that.   
 
1  I say then, [Since God has done all of this, and He has been longsuffering to Israel] Hath God cast 
away his people? God forbid. [Notice that question:  Has God cast away his people?  Is God through with 
Israel?  Has he just wadded them up and thrown them away?  God forbid.  No, he says.] For I also am 
an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 
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Then is God through with Israel?  Has he cast them away?  No.  Look at verse 15. 
 
Now, which Kingdom was Benjamin in?  Northern or Southern Kingdom?  He was in the Southern 
Kingdom and yet he calls himself an Israelite.  Galatians 2:14-15 
 
(2,3,4 Elijah & Israel’s history) 

Romans 11:2 God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. 
Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh 
intercession to God against Israel, saying,  

Notice the issue:  There are some people that He foreknew.  That takes you back over to Romans 9:6-13.  
Romans 9:6-7 
 
“Wot ye not”.  That word wot is an old English word that means know:  don't you know—don’t you 
understand.   

 

Romans 11:3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down 
thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life.  

Isn't that a sad way to be.  You need to mark that verse, folks.  Elijah was in a similar situation to what 
Israel was in here.  In Elijah's day, you go back there and study I Kings 17-19, where this is from, 
(chapter 19), and you will see that Elijah was in a situation where it looked to him as though God was 
going to cast away his people.  It looked to him that God was through with them.  Interestingly enough, 
they were under the reign of Ahab, who is a classic type of the antichrist—Ahab and Jezebel.  Jezebel, in 
Rev. 2:20, is mentioned in association with that antichrist church, in the tribulation period, the Baal 
worship and so forth. 
 
Back in Elijah’s day, it looks to him, that God is just going to cast away His people; and he goes out, and 
is making an intercession to God, (verse 2), against Israel.  He says:  “Lord, it is just me; there isn't 
anybody else.  I am left alone.”  You need to write that verse down, and remember Elijah.  You ought to 
study Elijah, because Elijah is one of the greatest encouragements that you will ever have in your 
preaching ministry.  Because, I will tell you, there is always a tendency in dark, difficult days, to feel 
alone, to feel like you are all that there is.  If you are being faithful, and the days are dark, there is 
always a natural tendency to feel like Elijah did.  But I want you to remember what God told Elijah, 
because it is always the truth.  Verse 4: 

 

Romans 11:4 But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have 
reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee 
to the image of Baal.  

Was Elijah really alone?  When you get to feeling like you are all by yourself, don't you forget it, you’re 
not.  And you can take God's Word for it, just like Elijah did.  Elijah didn't know those guys even existed.  
He is the point man out there.  You would have thought that when he fought those prophets of Baal on 
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Mt. Carmel, that all of a sudden, a thousand would have come out and cheered him on, wouldn't you?  
Elijah was out there all by himself.  Imagine having to kill 450 people in one day all by yourself, after you 
had done all that other stuff you did. 
 
You talk about a stroke of lightening, brother, you watch that happened.  They poured all that water on 
all those alters and those carcasses, and he called the fire down on the sacrifice.  The fire came down 
and barbecued them all, and then lapped up the water out of the trenches.  I mean, brother, you talk 
about a victory; and yet there wasn't anybody standing with him.  And Jezebel called him up on the 
telephone, and she said:  “Buddy, I am going to get your hide, you had better head for the hills.”  And he 
did; off he went, man.  Here was a guy—it hadn't rained in 3 ½ years—who calls upon God and it rains; 
and then he runs because he thinks that he is all by himself.  And God said:  “I have my people; my 
Word doesn't return to me void.  I’ve got my people that I foreknew.  There are 7,000 of them that you 
have never seen.   
 
See, what he is saying is that God's Word is working.  It might not look like it, but God's Word has not 
been of no effect; and there is a remnant.  God has reserved to Himself, (verse 4), a group of people.  
The Word has had an effect, and it has called a people.  In fact, He has called out a certain number—
7000 of them—from Israel; and God has preserved those people for Himself.  Verse 5: 

 

Romans 11:5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace. (Issue here is Israles salvation) 

The issue is election by grace, by the grace of God.  The issue here (Rom. 11:5) is Israel’s salvation, and 
we know that salvation is not of works.  Now, there’s a well-known verse that we need to remember in 
connection with this that puts salvation, grace and works together in that one verse.  Can you think of 
the verse?  Ephesians 2:8, let’s look at it.  Ephesians 2:8 
 
In Elijah's day, it looked bad; as though God had cast away the nation, and just Elijah was there.  And 
yet, He says:  “No, no, no, the Word has taken effect, and I have 7,000 people reserved to myself.”  He 
said:  “at this present time”—that’s in the Acts period; that’s not in the But Now period, but in the Acts 
period—there is a remnant according the election of grace.  A remnant of who?  Israel.  Who is the 
remnant in Israel?  The little flock.  Verse 7:  
 
Sometimes you think of a remnant as just what’s left over; like it isn't any good.  It isn't that way in the 
Bible.  That remnant according to the election of grace is the people that God has reserved for Himself.  
Do you know what is going to happen to the people outside of the little flock?  They are the leftovers; 
they are going to get burned to a fair thee well.  The remnant are God's people—they’re called together 
by the Word.  Notice what he says there in verse 2:  God has not cast away His people which He 
foreknew.  Verse 5:  He calls them the election of grace.  Verse 7:  The election hath attained it.  What is 
he talking about?  Again, the election is those people that are called out by the Word.  You see, God's 
Word has been calling out of Israel the children that are to be counted for the seed, and who are to 
receive the kingdom—the Word has taken effect.  
 
There are two groups in Israel in verse 7.  The little flock has attained what Israel sought for.  What did 
Israel seek for?  Righteousness, (chapter 9:30-31).  The little flock has attained the righteousness of 
faith.  They obeyed God's Word to them.  The rest are blinded; and what is going to happen to them?  
They are out.  Notice the blinding:  verse 7.  “What then?  Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh 
for.”  The nation outside the little flock didn't get the righteousness that they sought after.  Chapter 9:31 
says that they sought it by the works of the law.  But the election—the remnant—hath obtained it—they 
have it.  The rest, the group out here, are blinded. 
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Romans 11:6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise 
grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: 
otherwise work is no more work.  (Propheical program postponed because God has to fulill 

another program) (God’s desire to save unsaved Israel:  save them not into the kingdom, (that has been interrupted), 

rather to save them into the church, the Body of Christ) (If you add works in any way, shape, or form (just one little 

bit) you destroy grace) 

The point is, Paul sees in Israel, in these unbelieving Israelites who have been set aside, God’s desire to 
save them:  save them not into the kingdom, (that has been interrupted), rather to save them into the 
church, the Body of Christ.  That is why he says in verse 13. 
 
Grace and works are like oil and water:  they do not mix.  They are completely different.  Grace is 
unmerited favor that God delights in giving without any work on your part.  As it says, “Being justified 
freely.”   

My secretary has a 3-year old grandchild who occasionally visits her office.  All she has to do is turn the 
corner coming into the room and my secretary goes “bonkers.”  The atmosphere in the office changes 
instantly upon the child’s entrance because the secretary is delighted to see her.  She has a drawer in her 
desk filled with things for children.  When this grandchild comes in her delight is demonstrated in giving 
goodies to the child.  She finds the most consummate joy in giving to that grandchild.  That is what grace 
is – the abundant delight that God has in us.  This illustration of the word grace is the way it is used in 
the Bible.  That is favor, but it is happy delight.  God has happy delight to pronounce you righteous.  

Imagine that.  It thrills the heart of God to be able to say, “you are righteous.”  God help us from trying 
to get in the way of that by thinking our own works can earn us his righteousness.  That is the “Gospel” 
of grace.  Genesis 3:1-3. 
 
Clearly the two won't mix.  If it's one, it's not the other.  If it's the other, it's not the one.  They don't 
mix.   

 
The two principles are mutually self exclusive.  It is a natural issue to understand when people see that 
works have nothing to do with their justification through grace, by faith plus nothing, it provokes in them 
the question in Romans 6:1.  That is why you need to take them on quickly in their understanding into 
sanctification as does Paul.  It is the next step and they need to go on to understand all that God has 
done for them.  It does make a difference how we live with respect to grace reigning over us. 
 

That is one of the greatest verses in the Bible to demonstrate that grace and works don't mix.  You can't 
mingle grace and works.   
 
In conclusion, I want you to understand, folks, the essence of what Paul is saying is:  there wasn't 
anything wrong with the prophetic program.  God isn't through with all of that; He is going to fulfill the 
prophetic program.  He has interrupted it to do something special; but the prophetic program is okay.  
He has blinded the nation because they didn't want it—they refused it—just as He had prophesied He 

was going to do.  The little flock got it.  The prophetic program was working okay, and the little flock got 
it; the rest didn't.  It was working.  There is nothing wrong with the prophetic program.  Not only was 
there nothing wrong with it in the past, He is going to fulfill it in the future; and the issue in Romans 11 is 
that the prophetic program is still intact.  It has just been interrupted, and it isn't operating today.  He 
didn't want you to think it is, but also, don't get egotistical, and think:  God just threw that stuff away, 
and never will go back to it, and it never will work again.  It has been interrupted for a secret purpose—a 
special purpose—but it will come through in the end. 
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It is important for you to understand grace.  You need to understand grace, and how you can destroy 
grace, and how you can make grace, no longer grace.  I guess we emphasized this verse when we went 
through Romans, but this verse is so critically important for you.  Now you know the context.  Paul is 
talking about Israel, and he is talking about how God has not cast away his people that he foreknew, but 
that there is an election according to grace.  Then he says about grace in Romans 11:6:  
 
  “And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace.  But if it be of works, 
then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work”.   
 
Now, do you see what that verse says?  Notice it carefully because most people misread it.  If you put 
works into it you destroy grace, then grace is no more grace.  All you have to do is add works, and you 
have canceled out grace.  Do you understand that?  Works in a message cancels out grace.  If it is of 
grace then it is no more of works, otherwise grace is no more grace.  If it is works, then it isn’t grace, 
and if you add any works to the message at all, you just destroyed the grace.  God pours his grace out of 
a message that adds works to it.   
 
Look at that verse and make sure you see that, because you have got to make sure that the message is 
clear, and that it spells out grace – and nothing else.  Because, if you add works in any way, shape, or 
form (just one little bit) you destroy grace; and that is what the verse says.  If it is of grace then it is not 
of works.  It is no more grace otherwise grace is no more.  It doesn’t exist anymore.  It’s canceled out, 
it’s zilch, and it’s gone!   
 
Now this idea that people have salvation, and salvation is grace, and grace is you going out here and 
doing a certain bunch of works, is the Roman idea.  There are seven means of grace, and you former 
Roman Catholics know about that, don’t you?  Get your nine Fridays in, go down and take the 
sacraments.  It always fascinated me.  They have seven sacraments that are means of grace and there is 
no way you can take the sixth one, but you have to take all seven to make sure you are going to heaven.  
(One of them is Holy Orders, and one of them is Marriage)  But if you take Holy Orders, you can not get 
married.  And if you get married, you can not take Holy Orders (Ordination, Priest-hood).  
 
I never have figured out why somebody could say, “We know it is grace, but grace is going over here and 
working”.  When you say that, do you know what you just did?  You destroyed grace.  Please see that in 
that verse.  You have to understand grace.   
 
Romans 11:6 “And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace”.  It doesn’t 
exist anymore.  Works cancel it out, and destroy it, and God pulls his grace out of the message that adds 
works.  So what did you do with the gospel? 
 
You come along and you preach to them how Christ dies for their sins, he’s buried, and he’s raised again 
the third day; and that he died as a payment and a sacrifice for their sins.  And then after you tell them 
all about that, what do you tell them?  How do you get saved?  What is the power of God to salvation?  It 
is he gospel, right?  Who is the power of God unto salvation for?  It’s for them that believe.  What does a 
guy have to do to get saved?  He has to believe the gospel, doesn’t he? 
 
Now, if you tell him to do anything but believe it, what did you do to the gospel?  You destroyed it, and it 
is not a grace gospel anymore.  It’s type is no longer a grace gospel, its type is a works gospel.  And you 
can preach about Christ dying at Calvary, and you can preach about him shedding his life’s blood there.  
And, you can preach about the nails in his hands, and you can cry, and you can squall, all you want to, 
all day long.  But when you go down and give that man the proposition of what he has to do (believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ) and if you tell him that believing is doing something (anything) you know what 
happens when he believes that gospel, when he does what you tell him?  Nothing!   
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Now you understand that you can get a long way from that – you can pervert it.  Can you understand 
from that, how people in religion can believe that Christ died for their sins, and that he was born of a 
virgin, and that he died at the cross, and that he was raised again the third day and so forth?  Have you 
ever been around Roman Catholicism and seen how much gospel, and how much truth, and how much 
light, there could be in that?  But do you know why there is not any light in it?  Because they do not 
preach grace, they pervert it.   
 
Many Roman Catholics are good fundamentalists.  The Roman Catholic believes every one of the five or 
ten things, that the fundalmentalist folks say they have to believe to be a fundalmentalist.  Sure they do.  
They all believe the bible is the word of God.  They all believe the virgin birth of Christ, and the deity of 
Christ.  And they all believe in the godly resurrecting, and in the sinless nature of the vicarious death.  
They believe all of those things!  They all believe in the Second Coming, Christ bodily (literally) coming 
back to this earth.   
 
But do you know what they do not believe?  They pervert it, and put that little twist on it.  And they say, 
“The way you get it, is you work”.  Please, be careful about that, okay?  Turn to Galatians 2, and notice 
another verse about that.  Now here is the apostle Paul dealing with the issue about grace and 
justification by faith alone in verse 16.  Galatians 2:16, Galatians 2:21, Galatians 3:6, Galatians 3:12,  
 

 

Romans 11:7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he 
seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were 
blinded.  

How did salvation come to the gentiles?  Salvation came through the fall of Israel.  How did Sergius 
Paulus hear the word of God?  He saw the blindness, the judgment, the fall of that Jew, and the word of 
God went to him. 
 

Israel has been judicially blinded.  They are dead today, as it were, as a nation—of no standing with God, 
but verse 26 says: 
 
They don't receive the Messiah.  They, as a nation, don't receive the Messiah; just a little group of them 
does; but that doesn't stop the fact that God's Word is effective.  Now watch him demonstrate the fact 
that God's Word can speak to you elect ones, and leave the others in the nation here, and still be 
effective.   

 
Understand, in the passage here, and notice please, that what you are dealing with has to do with 
dispensational privilege and position and advantage.  The issue here is not personal, individual salvation.  
There is nothing in this passage anywhere about the doctrine of your salvation.  That was taken care of 
back in chapters 1-8.   There is nothing in the passage here about election of an individual to eternal life 
and salvation, and the election of some to damnation and hell.   The issue is the nation Israel, and the 
issue is an agency through whom God is going to execute His purpose and His plans in the earth.   That 

agency—that chosen instrument—to go and execute God's purpose, is the nation Israel.  The whole 
history of Israel demonstrates that they are the chosen people of God—just what you learned in Sunday 
School.    
 
First, you see the Word that goes to Sarah in verse 9; then in verses 10 and following, you see the Word 
that goes to Rebecca.  Both times, the Word is effective; it hasn't failed.  God's Word hasn't become of 
none effect.   
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The little flock is who?  They are the elect nation.  They are the nation that is called out.  That is what 
that word elect means.  It’s eklectos—to call out.  We get the word ecclesia for the word church from it.  
It’s a combination of two words:  out, and to call—to call out.  The little flock are called out by the Word, 
they are the election—the people who have the status of having been called out, and called together by 
the Word that was preached to them.  They are identified together by believing the message that was 
preached to them. 
 
The rest were what?  Underline that word blinded, would you.  It doesn't say:  the rest were blind.  It 
says:  the rest were blinded.  That is a judicial response.  God blinded those people.  Why?  Because they 
wouldn't have it.  God's response to their refusal to see and to hear was:  “Okay, if you don't want to 
see, and you don't want to hear, I will pronounce it so.”  And He blinded them at the end of the early 
Acts period, long after they had refused, (during the Old Testament), refused, (during the earthly 
ministry of Christ), refused, (during the ministry in early Acts), and refused. Now there is one thing that I 
want you to notice that I didn't mention.  That is verse 6.   

 

Romans 11:8 (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit 
of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should 
not hear;) unto this day.  (8-10) (Ps 69, Mat 15:27) 

Romans 11:9 And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a 
trap, and a stumblingblock, and a recompence unto them:  

“Their table” – their privileged status turns into a problem for them. 

 

Do you understand what verse 9 is saying?  He is saying that these people back here didn't get it.  They 
are seeking righteousness, but they don't get it, because they are blinded.  They stumbled.  Why did they 
stumble?  Verse 9.  Let their table be a snare.  Do you know what the table is?  That is their blessing.  

That is the alter.  That is the privilege.  Hey, could a Gentile go up there and partake of that table?   No 
way, folks.   
 
Their table is their privilege of going in on the right side of the middle wall of partition and worshiping 
God—that became a snare to them, why?  Because instead of approaching God by faith, they thought 
that they were approaching Him by works.  They thought that their works were going to do it.  You know 
how that goes, don't you?  Haven't you dealt with enough people; haven't you done that enough?  Go 

back to Isaiah 58.  You need to spend a little time reading Isaiah 58, and get a hold of what is going on 
there with Israel.  Isaiah 58:1-2 
 
He puts that quote in there from Psalms 69 in order to emphasize the folly and the foolishness of the 
nation.  What has happened to Israel?  Their table has become a snare to them.  What is their table?  
Their privileges.  Matthew 15:27—that little Syrophenician woman—said:  “The dogs eat of the crumbs 

which fall from their masters’ table.”  Israel had the privilege of sitting down and eating before the Lord—
partaking of the Lord's blessings. 
 
Their privileges had become a snare to them, a trap.  They took those laws and ceremonies, and said:  
“Hey, we can do them.”  And they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish 
their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.  And their 
privilege, rather than learning what they should have learned from the law, (that is, that they couldn't 
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keep it and they needed to trust God for a Savior), they took those things, and they became a snare.  
And He says to them in verse 10: 

 

Romans 11:10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and 
bow down their back alway.  

Let their eyes be darkened—they cannot even see what their condition is. Bow down their back always—
just let them be weighted down under the load of the labor, the futile labor of the religious, self-righteous 

effort. Just weight them down with work.  You see them getting heavier and heavier, trying to do more 
and more, and tote that load of works that he could never do.  And He said:  There they go, poor, pitiful 
people.  Why do they do it?  Look at verse 7, the last part of the verse. 
 

 

Gentiles Grafted In 

Romans 11:11 I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? 
God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the 
Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.  

Romans 11:11 is the outline of the history of Israel. 
 
Here is something that is part of the mystery program: "to provoke them to jealousy."  The ministry 
among the Gentiles has a purpose.  Paul said he was going out to the Gentiles to form the body of Christ, 
to reveal the mystery program that nobody knew about before; but he was also a witness to the nation 
Israel, a provocation to them, and a testimony to them to get saved. 
 
How did salvation come to the gentiles?  Salvation came through the fall of Israel.  How did Sergius 
Paulus hear the word of God?  He saw the blindness, the judgment, the fall of that Jew, and the word of 
God went to him. 
 
Now go back to Romans 11.  I want to give you an outline of the book of Acts as found in Romans 11:11 
and 12, and will teach you how to study all of the New Testament.  We have already learned from 
Romans 15:8 where we are when we are studying the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John in the 
earthly ministry of Christ.  Romans 15:8 told us that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision, so 
we know we are in Time Past.  Christ died at Calvary, ascended into heaven; then the Holy Spirit was 
sent back on the apostles at Pentecost.   
 
You will find the book of Acts outlined for your understanding in Romans 11:11 and 12.  Notice what he 
says.  In relationship to what starts in Acts, there are basically three things you have to identify.  He 
says, “Have they stumbled that they should fall?”  No, they stumble but they do not fall.  But then he 
says, “but rather through their fall, salvation is come unto the Gentiles.”  They stumble but don’t fall, but 
later on they do fall. 
 
They stumble.  The stumbling does not cause them to fall; but later on there is a fall.  Now what is the 
meaning of all that?  Go back with me, if you will, to Romans 9.  When you do not understand a verse, 
remember what we studied earlier about the three basic principles of reading your Bible.  1. The literal 
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method  2.  Compare verse with verse  3.   Rightly Divide  We will now apply the first principle as we 
read Romans 11:11, taking it to mean just what it says. 
 
Sometimes that confuses people to read that verse until they think about it.  Did they stumble that they 
should fall?  No.  They did not stumble that they should fall, but rather through their fall…  Then they did 
fall.  Wait a minute.  That means that they stumbled but didn’t fall, but later on they fell.  I will know 
where I am in time if I can identify the stumbling where they do not fall.  I do that by comparing verse 
with verse, the second principle. 
 
Paul had already told them Romans 9:30.  This is information that they already know about when they 
reach Romans 11.  “What shall we say then?”  What is the conclusion that we are to reach about the 
reshaping of the nation Israel?  See Romans 9:30. 
 
If you have to take a point in history to identify the fall of Israel, the declaration of Israel’s leaders in 
Jerusalem involved in the death of Stephen is recognized in your Bible as official.  After Acts 7 there is no 
further offer of the Kingdom ever made with the nation Israel.  In Acts 7 the nation is considered to be 
fallen.  You want to write this down: 
 
Prior to Acts 7 God dealt with the world through Israel.  God dealt through the circumcision in Time Past.  
But from Acts 7 onward, He no longer dealt through Israel; although He did deal with Israel from Acts 7 
through Acts 28.  In other words, God deals with the nation Israel until Acts 28.  But in the stoning of 
Stephen, they forfeit, (temporarily), the privilege of being the channel of salvation to the nations.   
 
There is a difference between God dealing through Israel and God dealing with Israel.  He dealt through 
Israel because that was the Abrahamic Covenant.  Under the Abrahamic Covenant salvation goes to the 
Gentiles through Israel.  God dealt with Israel during this diminishing period, because there was a 
remnant according to the election of Grace among unbelieving Israel that God wanted to save and bring 
into the Body of Christ.  That is the reason He dealt with them in Acts 7 to 28:  there is a remnant 
according to the election of Grace found among unbelieving Israel.  God wanted those unsaved Jews 
saved.   
 
Therefore, He causes the apostle Paul to conduct his Gentile ministry in such a way as to witness to 
those people about God’s change in the program with them.  That is why tongues, signs, and miraculous 
gifts among the Gentiles were there for a period of time.  But after Acts 28 all of that is over with.  All of 
the things that were there before Paul showed up that were part of the Kingdom program are gone after 
Acts 28.  God kept some of those things in Paul’s ministry while He was dealing with Israel; but after the 
diminishing period is over, only the things that were introduced by Paul’s ministry and Paul’s special 
message continue. 
 
There are a number of dynamic equivalents in a King James Bible.  Any translation is going to have 
dynamic equivalents in it because there are certain expressions that are literal in one language that you 
can’t quite get the same punch in another or sometimes an idiom just won’t transfer over.  It would be 
like the expression “God forbid!”  ”Have they stumbled that they should fall?  God forbid!” (Romans 
11:11)   There’s no term in Greek for "God forbid.”  The term in Greek is “Don’t let it be.”  When we say, 
“Don’t let it be,” that doesn’t convey what “God forbid!” does.  But the expression in Greek means “NO!”  
That’s what it means.  Well, they use a dynamic equivalent and translate it that way.   
 
Notice the last part of that verse that we don’t usually quote.  Do you see that?  Paul says that salvation 
has gone to the Gentiles to provoke Israel to jealousy, to be like the Gentiles.  Paul is telling these 
people: Look, you Jews need to get out here and act like the Gentiles are acting.  That is not prophecy, 
folks.  That is the mystery program.  What are the Gentiles doing?  They are receiving the righteousness 
of faith.  They are being like uncircumcised Abraham in his justification.  They are the children of 
Abraham.  They are walking in the steps of that faith “of our father Abraham.”   

tw://bible.*/?id=45.11.11|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.9.30|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.11.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.9.30|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.28.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.28.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.28.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.28.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.11.11|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.11.11|_AUTODETECT_|


 
Have they stumbled that they should fall?  God forbid.  No.  They stumble, but they don't fall, but rather 
through their fall—then they stumble and they do fall.  In other words, Israel stumbles and does not fall.  
They continue on, and later on they do fall.  Do you see chapter 11, verse 11?    
 
I know something.  I know the stumbling is not Old Testament.  It can't be, because the stone isn't laid 
in Zion.  There is only one time when the stone is laid in Zion, and that is in the person of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  It isn't back over yonder, so I know that is out.  I know that what Paul is not talking about is 
some Old Testament Jew back here looking forward in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ dying at Calvary.  So 
bye bye Covenant Theology; bye, bye Amillennialism.   
 
This is the passage that they will use on you to say (the Covenant idea) that this Old Testament Jew back 
here believed God, and what he was suppose to do is to look forward in faith, believing in the Messiah, 
who was going to come and die for his sins.  And if you went to Sunday School in a denominational-type 
church as a kid, that is what you were taught; because that is what they all believed.  That is what every 
Amillennialist believes.  That is where they get it.  Now I know that that won't work, because they 
weren't stumbling back here; the stumbling takes place when the stone is laid in Zion.   
 
But I also know that the stumbling is not Christ's earthly ministry.  They don't stumble and fall back here 
in His earthly ministry.  In Luke 23, He hangs on that cross, and He says: Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.  So they don't fall back over here either.  In other words, the crucifixion of Christ 
is something that does not result in the immediate dismissal of the nation Israel.  In Acts 3:17, Peter 
says:  I know that through ignorance, you did this.  Through ignorance you did this.  Acts 3:17  
 
Now, in the early Acts period…  What do I mean by early?  Acts 1-7.  Who is provoking Israel to 
jealousy?  The foolish nation, the believing remnant, starting with John the Baptist.  Right?  Right.  Then 
the fall of Israel takes place.  Christ saves Paul, and sends him out to the Gentiles.  And in the second 
half of Acts, (Acts 9-28), who is now provoking Israel to jealousy?  The Gentiles are provoking Israel to 
jealousy.  The first provoking is prophecy.  The second provoking is mystery.  Paul is explaining to these 
people what is going on in the book of Acts.   
 
You want to understand what is going on in Acts.  In the early part of Acts, Israel is being provoked by 
that foolish nation.  In the later part of Acts, listen, they are being provoked by the nations; and that is 
Paul's ministry; it is the mystery program.  Remember that.  We went over that in those tapes on right 
division, you need to have that down.   
 

In Acts 1-7, the prophetic program is in effect, and the little nation is being formed, that foolish nation, 
the little flock is being formed.  Jerusalem is the center, and then they fall.  With the fall of Israel, Paul is 
saved, and the new program—the mystery program—is introduced; and now Paul goes with the message 
of the righteousness of faith.  He goes out and preaches it, and these Gentiles begin to get saved, and 
this has an effect on Israel.  That is why you see Paul keep going back, back, back, back in the Acts 
period to the synagogue.  They fall, and there is never another offer given to them in Jerusalem; but you 
will see in Paul's ministry, that Paul goes to the Jews in the scattered out regions beyond, and he does it 
step by step by step by step.  He tells them the reason for their fall, and tells them about the 
righteousness of faith, and gives them an opportunity once again to receive it in the dispensation of 
grace.   
 
Look at that now.  Paul is talking about his ministry now, he is talking about what he is doing now, and 
he is talking about the ministry that he has among the Gentiles.  Verse 13—he is saying that just like 
God, back in early Acts, provoked Israel to jealousy by the foolish nation; so it is that now, He is going 
out here among the Gentiles, and forming the body of Christ.  He is forming the body of Christ today, 
and He has reshaped Israel, the nation, into a vessel of dishonor; and he is taking the Gentiles, and has 
reshaped them into a vessel of honor.   
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He is forming the body of Christ, (us), out of Jew and Gentile; and is making us His people.  Why is He 
doing that?  In relationship to the nation Israel, what dispensational relationship in the Acts period, does 
the dispensation of grace have to the nation Israel out here?  What is the relationship of Paul's ministry 

to what went on before?  It is a further provoking of the nation Israel to jealousy.  That is, God gave a 
blessing back here to the little flock to make Israel want what they had.  He set them aside, and listen 
people, in chapter 9 we are going to see that there is nothing wrong with the prophetic program.  It was 
working exactly the way God said that it was going to work.  The fall of Israel is prophesied in the Old 
Testament.  When they fell in Acts 7, and blasphemed against the Holy Spirit, God had prophesied that 
they would do those things.  There is nothing wrong with the prophetic program.  That nation was going 
to be done away with, and the little flock was going to take the kingdom.  The little flock isn't who 
blasphemed.  You see, the next thing in the prophetic program was for the wrath to fall on that apostate 
bunch, and Christ to come back, and the kingdom to be set up.   
 
But what did God do?  He interrupted the prophetic program, and reached down and saved Paul; and 
gave Paul a new message to go out and proclaim.  He interrupted the prophetic program on purpose.  
When I tell you that He interrupted it, I don't mean that it just came to a point and fizzled out, and He 
had to do something else, so He just decided that He would put in the dispensation of grace.  No.  The 
prophetic program is clicking along on schedule.  That is what Paul is saying there in Romans 10.  He 
said:  they knew about what was going on.  They had all that information.  God had prophesied it, 
promised it, and the little flock is the bunch that is going to get that kingdom over there.  But God had 
another purpose.  He interrupted the prophetic program on purpose.  What purpose?  The secret 
purpose—His eternal purpose.  He had a secret purpose, whereby He interrupted the prophetic program, 
and introduced the body of Christ.  Acts 1-12 is the ministry of Peter and the rest of the disciples.  And 
Acts 9-28, is the ministry of Paul.   
 

Now I know that some of you are going to get all bent out of shape about starting Paul's ministry back in 
Acts 9, but that is where it starts.  There are some folks that get all wanged around that, but you do the 
best you can with it, and forgive me if you can't ferret the thing out.  But you have the little flock’s 
ministry provoking Israel; and then Paul’s ministry provoking Israel.  The first one is provoking them by a 
nation, according to the prophetic program.  The second one is provoking Israel, not by a nation, but by 
salvation coming to the nations—plural—not one nation like in Deuteronomy, but the nations, the 

Gentiles; and that is the program of the mystery. 
 
It is important that you understand that, because Paul's ministry in the book of Acts, and the mystery 
program that he preaches through the book of Acts, (the body of Christ), does affect the nation Israel.  
Paul is explaining to you in Romans 10 and 11 how it affects Israel, and people get it all screwed up; and 
they wind up back in chapter 2, or they go over to chapter 28.  If you will understand the book of Acts in 
light of the book of Romans, instead of vice versa, you will get it. 

 
Acts 7 is where the fall of Israel takes place, in the blaspheming of the Holy Spirit, and in the sense of 
the judicial setting aside of the nation.  From that point on, the issue is over.  In the prophetic program, 
what was the center?  Jerusalem.  It moved to Antioch under Paul—Antioch is the center in Paul’s 
ministry.  And then the last place you see Paul is in Rome.  But Jerusalem is the center in Israel's 
program—that is the prophetic church back there—and the fall of Israel takes place in Jerusalem.  Judah 
first has to be saved, Zechariah 12:7 says.  Zechariah 12:7 

 
That is a very important passage, especially with regard to dispensational things; because it deals with 
some very important issues that we have to confront on a continuous basis today, especially about the 
ministry of the Apostle Paul.  You need to understand what Paul is doing in this passage, even as he 
brings up his Gentile ministry; it is not just to make that point.  But he is trying to point out the fact that 
God is not through with Israel, though He has reshaped them into a vessel of dishonor—though He has 
set them aside.  In fact, it says He has cast them away.  He just took them and threw them away; it is 
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temporary.  He hasn't done it permanently.  There is nothing wrong with the prophetic program, and God 
is going to see that it is executed.   
 
It says in verse 11, “I say then,” and the “then” is in light of what he has just told you in verses 7, 8, 9, 
and 10, about the judicial blinding of Israel.  We studied last time how that God has judicially blinded 
them.  His judicial response—His judgmental response—to their refusal to see, and their refusal to hear, 
was that He blinded them.  Their special privilege of having the Word of God given to them and so forth, 
turned into a snare; and it turned into the thing that trapped them, and that they stumbled over. 
 
“I say then,” in view of Israel's fall, and in view of Israel's blindness, “have they stumbled that they 
should fall?  God forbid.” No.  “but rather through their fall.”  Now look at the verse carefully.  “Have they 
stumbled that they should fall?  God forbid.”  No.  “but rather through their fall.”  Look at the verse 
carefully.  “Have they stumbled that they should fall?”  No.  When they stumbled, did they fall?  No.  
“God forbid.”  “But rather through their fall, salvation is come unto the Gentiles.”  Then did they fall?  If 
they stumbled and didn't fall, and yet they fall, how do you make any sense out of that?  There obviously 
had to be a time period in there.  Obviously they stumble, and when they stumble they don't fall; but 
later on, they do fall. 
 
You never walked around Chicago in the wintertime if you don't understand that.  You know that.  You 
walk down the road, and you slip, and you stay up—you don't fall.  And you go on down the road a little 
further and whap, right on your backside.  I have walked through that alley behind this office building 
time and again in the wintertime, especially when I first came here.  Man, I used to think that you were 
supposed to look at the sky and slide on your back to work.  I was a grown man and had kids, and you 
don't think about falling down.  You see them fall down, but you walk along out there, and all of a 
sudden, swoom, boom, real undignified position, brother, I tell you.  Well I tell you, you can stumble and 
not fall, and then you can fall.  Obviously that is what is happening, and there is something important in 
these verses here that I want you to get.  I want you to see the three fold outline that Paul gives with 
regard to the dispensational position of Israel, especially during the Acts period. 
 
Romans 11 and other passages like it, are often used by people to try to figure out right where Israel was 
during the Acts period.  We talk about a transition period, and this passage identifies for you the outline 
of the book of Acts, and the Acts period.  First of all he says:  “Have they stumbled that they should fall?”  
No.  But then Israel goes along and they stumble, and they do fall.  There is a point when Israel is said 
to have stumbled, but at that time, they don't fall; they keep going, and everything works out okay.  But 
then they fall.  First they don’t fall, then they do fall.  At the cross they stumble, but they don't fall.  In 
early Acts, they fall.  Come with me to chapter 9, and notice when the stumbling is.  9:31-33:  Romans 
9:31-33 
 
“Have they stumbled that they should fall?”  They stumble at the cross, they don't fall.  “God forbid:  but 
rather through their fall,” (right here in Acts 7); but notice the rest of that verse.  “Through their fall, 
salvation,” (not wrath, but salvation), “is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.”  
Please notice carefully that Gentile salvation—Gentile blessing in the verse—is according to the mystery 
program.  It is not according to the prophetic program.  Salvation has gone to the Gentiles today on the 
basis of a secret program, (the mystery program), not on the basis of the prophetic program.   
 

In prophecy, salvation is to go to the Gentiles through the rise of Israel in kingdom glory.  Today, 
salvation is going to the Gentiles on the basis of a new program.  God withheld His wrath.  Christ 
ascended up far above all heavens, and poured out his grace by saving the apostle Paul, and sending him 
out with a new message—a new apostle with a new message.   
 
Stumble, don't fall.  Fall.  When they fall, the result of their fall is that a new program is put into effect.  
When does the new program go into effect?  Not in Acts 2, but later, with Paul.  Now it doesn't go into 
effect in Acts 28 either.  Look at verse 12. 
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Romans 11:11  I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall?  God forbid: … 
 
Have they stumbled that they should fall?  No.  There is a time when the nation stumbled but did not fall.  
Have they stumbled that they should fall?  No.  They do stumble but their stumbling doesn’t result in 
them falling.   
 
11  … but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.  
 
They stumble, but they don’t fall.  But later on they do fall.  If you stumble and don’t fall, well, you 
caught yourself, so you don’t fall.  But later you do fall.   
 
Notice that the purpose of the ministry of the apostle Paul among the Gentiles is to provoke Israel to 
jealousy.  
 
Romans 11:11  I say then, Have they stumbled that they [Israel] should fall? God forbid: but rather 
through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 
 
That’s not the prophetic way of salvation going out.  That’s different.  It’s like every time Peter says 
something about his message, Paul says the opposite about his, because they are different.   
 
Number 1:  Pentecost was no secret.  Pentecost, rather, was the definite fulfillment of prophecy.  It’s the 
prophetic program, not the mystery program.  There’s no mystery program there.  There is no 
dispensation of grace there.  There is no Jew and Gentile being made one in the body of Christ there at 
Pentecost.  There is rather, the long-prophesied, promised program of God through Israel being 
executed.   
 
Everything going on the day of Pentecost is in preparation for prophetic things that are to come to pass 
afterwards.  In time past, in the Old Testament Scriptures, the coming of the Holy Spirit is a national 
promise to Israel, which holds the prospect of millennial blessing—kingdom blessing.  I want you to see 
what the Old Testament says is going to happen when God pours out His Spirit.  Here is what prophecy 
told them was going to happen when the Spirit came.  See if you can find the body of Christ in here 
anywhere.  Isaiah 32:13-18 
 
How is salvation going to the Gentiles though Paul?  Is it through Israel in preeminence or through their 
fall?  I have to find out where they fall in order to find where the salvation that produces the body of 
Christ begins.  The fall is what produces that body.   
 
In Acts 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, Israel has not been set aside.  They have not been alienated; they have not 
yet fallen.  Therefore, I know that the reconciling of the world cannot take place yet, because Israel still 
has her position of preeminence and prominence.    
 
Christ told His apostles to go out and preach this gospel of the kingdom to all the world, and as they did, 
that is, through the gospel of the kingdom being preached to Israel, Israel is converted, and the gospel 
goes through Israel out to all the world.   
 
Now Paul is saying that there is something different going on.  Now God is setting aside the nation Israel, 
and through their fall and setting aside, salvation is going to the Gentiles.  That’s not what the prophets 
had said.  The Abrahamic Covenant and the prophets that built on it and expanded it said it was through 
the seed of Abraham, through the rise of that nation, that salvation would go to the Gentiles.   
 
Paul comes along and says, “No, I am going to show you that God has a different program that He is 
introducing.  He is going to introduce a mystery, a secret, a new way of dealing.  When He does, He sets 
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aside the nation Israel and introduces a new program, but I want you to notice that He doesn’t set the 
nation aside suddenly.  There is a transition period that takes place.  It begins with Paul’s ministry and 
the revelations that begin to be given to him, but it extends out for a period of time.  You know that in 
verse 12. 

 

Romans 11:12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and 
the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more 
their fulness?  

They stumble; then they fall; then they diminish away.  After Acts 28, they are no longer the issue until 
God turns back to them in the Ages To Come.   
 
They fall, yet God Almighty does not just lop them off all at once.  There is a diminishing away of the 
nation.  They had a privileged status in Time Past, and there are things that they had that were 

withdrawn from them during the period of the diminishing.  There is a slow moving away of Israel being 
the focal point of God’s program.  God saves the apostle Paul, and there is a slow revelation of Paul’s 
message, and there is a slow ascendancy throughout the book of Acts, which covers A.D.33 to 63.  
Through that time period, the books of Romans, I & II Corinthians, Galatians, and I & II Thessalonians 
were written.  In Paul’s ministry there is the diminishing away of Israel, and a simultaneous ascending of 
the Gentiles.  The diminishing process does not end until Acts 28.   
 

In Rom 1:16, when Paul said, “to the Jew first and also to the Greek,” he was recognizing the situation as 
it had been up until that time, and as it is going out during the book of Acts.  He is not giving you the 
order of his preaching, teaching, or commission for the dispensation of grace.  He is recognizing the 
dispensational position the nation Israel held until that, and God is changing that with the dispensation of 
grace that is committed to Paul.  Israel had been first in God’s program.  Turn to Matthew 15:24 and 
Mark 7:27.  There is a woman of Canaan.  Mark says she is a Greek woman, Syrophenician by nation, 
that came to Jesus about her demon-possessed daughter. 

 
The point of it is this:  the fall and then the diminishing of Israel is a gradual thing.  It does not take 
place at one split second.  It is a gradual and progressive thing through the last half of the book of Acts.  
Therefore, from Acts chapter 9 where Paul gets saved, through Acts 28 (the close of the book of Acts), is 
what we call a transition period.  It is transitional in nature—it is changing.  Israel’s program is 
diminishing away, and a new program is being put in its place.  That transition period from the kingdom 
to the body program takes a period of time.  Because of that transition, you will find things in Paul’s Acts 

Epistles that were true when he wrote them, but since that time they’ve passed away.  The advantage 
that Israel had in 3:1 and 2 is no longer an advantage to them today.   
 
Go back to chapter 3.  You see, there are things in Paul’s Acts epistles that you are going to find that 
were true during the transition period, that don’t last in the dispensation of grace.  He baptized some 
people, he spoke in tongues.  He did things during the Acts period that later he didn’t do.  Why?  
Because of the transitional nature.  There is a program that is being diminished, and there is another 

program that is arising.  As it is coming out, more and more of the other things are being set aside.  One 
facet of what God does with the emerging ministry of the body of Christ is to give a witness to the nation 
Israel of the futility of their seeking after the law to please Him. 
 
Then he talks in verse 12 about the diminishing of them.  That is, there is a stumbling, then there is a 
fall, and then there is a diminishing.  There is a stumbling when they don’t fall.  They just stumble, but 
they don’t fall down; they recover themselves.  Then they do fall; and when they do, they fall in a 
gradual manner – a diminishing away. 
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If we can identify in the book of Acts, the timing of these three points, it will aid our understanding of 
how to rightly divide the book of Acts.  Romans 9, 10, and 11 are designed to tell us, from our 
perspective in the Dispensation of Grace, what happened to Israel. 
 
Then they diminish away.  They stumble, they fall, they diminish.  That passage right there will outline 
for you, and enable you to see, what is going on in Acts.  It will help you to rightly divide the book of 
Acts.  In the latter part of Acts under Paul’s ministry Israel is less, and less, and less, and less an issue.  
Acts 13:46 
 
“Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world,” and it is.  They fall.  What is the result of the fall?  
The result of their fall is—riches go to the Gentiles.  That is not prophecy.  There are some folks who try 
to take Deuteronomy 32, which is quoted back in 10:19, and say that that is what chapter 11 is, because 
it says in 10:19:  Romans 10:19 
 
What is the “fullness of Israel?”  That is the kingdom; that is Israel coming into her dispensational 
position of privilege and blessing.  That is the salvation of Israel dispensationally in her kingdom.  Then 
when you go to verse 25, comparing verse with verse to define what “fullness of the Gentiles” is:  it has 
to do with the salvation of the Gentiles.  It has to do with the dispensational position of the Gentiles 
being completed.  What is he talking about?  The “fullness of the Gentiles” is the completion of God's 
program among the Gentiles today; which, of course, is the interrupting of prophecy to form the body of 
Christ.  So Israel is blinded until God has completed the formation of the body of Christ—His purpose 
among the Gentiles.  The body of Christ will go out; and when it does, all Israel shall be saved as it is 
written.  Now that is all Israel there at that time; that is not a universalist verse that says all Israel that 
ever lived would get saved—you can figure that out.   
 
Do you get the idea that Israel has fallen?  Do you get the idea that Israel is blinded?  Do you get the 
idea that Israel is being set aside?  They have been, most assuredly.  
 
They not only fall, but they are diminished.  There are three things:  a stumbling, a fall, and a 
diminishing.  It’s not hard to identify where they are.  The stumbling when they don’t fall is Calvary.  
Romans 9:33  
 
12  Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them … 
 
The nation Israel falls, and then they diminish away, and as they diminish away, their program falls and 
gradually concludes.  God says, “I’m not going to work that way anymore, and I am going to start a new 
way.  I am going to set the nation aside.”  And He gradually moves it aside.  That is what happens over 
the last half of the book of Acts.  Let me show how it changes.   
 
Peter is given instructions to go to Cornelius’ house.  He didn’t want to go.  He said, “That’s not right.  I 
am not supposed to go there.”  The Lord says, “Remember?  Me Lord, you Peter?  You do what I say.”  
So Peter went.  When he got down there, he preached to them.  Acts 10:44-48 

 

Romans 11:13 For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle 
of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office:  

Look at that Romans 11:11-13 carefully.  Paul says that now it is through the fall of Israel, not the 
distinction between Circumcision and Uncircumcision; but the doing away of that distinction, that 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.9.10|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.13.46|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=5.32.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.10.19|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.9.33|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.10.44-44.10.48|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.11.11-45.11.13|_AUTODETECT_|


salvation is available to every man.  Then he verifies his authority:  “I am the apostle of the Gentiles,”  
How did God’s Word get to the Gentiles?  By moving from Time Past to But Now.   
 
Paul is the apostle of the Gentiles. We are Gentiles, so it is easy to understand that he is our apostle. 
 
For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office:  [Why 
does he magnify his office? verse 14]   
 
Now tell me something?  Why did Paul magnify his office?  Look at verse 14.   
 
I have tried to tell you before that the main issue in that passage is not Paul's Gentile apostleship.  The 
reason that he writes that passage is not to tell you about salvation going to the Gentiles through the fall 
of Israel and that alone.  It is not just so he can say:  I am the Apostle of the Gentiles.  Rather, he tells 
you about his Gentile apostleship, and he tells you about salvation going to the Gentiles in order to 
emphasize the fact that God isn't through with Israel.  God has a purpose and a plan and a program for 
the nation Israel and he isn't through with them.  They have been set aside, they have fallen, they have 
diminished away; but God isn't through with them.  Even at this time in Paul's ministry, his Gentile 
ministry was affecting the nation Israel.  Verse 15: 
 
 

 

Romans 11:14 If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which 
are my flesh, and might save some of them. (competition) 

He was trying to provoke them into copying what the Gentiles were doing by trusting God’s Word and 
getting saved.   
 
He says, there are all those unsaved Jews out there, and I am going out here preaching to the Gentiles 
the Gospel of Grace, and I am doing it as hard as I can if by any means I might provoke (cause) them to 
emulation (copying, imitation).  That word emulation in English means to strive to be equal.  The Greek word 
means to make or to provoke to jealousy.  And the word jealousy means the fear of being supplanted by 
another.  That is why it is translated emulation.   
 
He said, “I am trying to provoke my unsaved brethren out there to come and be like the Gentiles:  
recognize that they are cut off, and trust the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.”  God is doing that during a 
period of Paul’s ministry, however that ministry is based on an understanding of the fall of Israel.  
Someone might ask, “When did Paul learn about the fall of Israel?”  He learned about the fall of Israel in 
Acts chapter 9, and he learned that his ministry was based upon the fall of Israel. Referring to his 
conversion on the road to Damascus in Acts 22:1-16, he talks about an event that took place in Acts 9 
(See Acts 22:17-21). 
 
You see, he is talking about unsaved Israel needing to be saved.  And he says, “I am pressing my Gentile 
apostleship, (in the latter part of the book of Acts), in such a way that I might witness to Israel, to those 
unbelieving Jews, that they might come and emulate the Gentiles.”  In Time Past a Gentile had to go and 
be like a Jew.  In But Now a Jew has to be like a Gentile.  The Jew is now in the position of being where 
the Gentile is:  in need of a Saviour.  And Paul is saying there, “I go out among the Gentiles, and I press 
my ministry so that the unbelieving Jews might believe, if by any means I might provoke them to 
emulation.” 
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The word emulation means to strive to be equal.  The Greek word that is translated emulation means to 
make jealous; to provoke to jealousy.  And the word jealousy means the fear of being supplanted by 
another.  That is emulation.  He wants them to fear being replaced.  He wants them to go and begin to 
act like the Gentiles.  How do the Gentiles act?  The Gentiles recognized that they were cut off from God.  
They knew the only place they had any hope was in Jesus Christ.  Paul wants Israel to see they have 
been cut off because of their unbelief, but that there is hope for them in Jesus Christ.  That is what he 
says in verse 30. 
 
If by any means I may provoke [to copy and do the same thing] to emulation them which are my flesh, 
and might save some of them.  
 
Romans 11:14  If by any means I may provoke to emulation [That is, make these people copycats.] them 
which are my flesh, and might save some of them. 
 
Who is supposed to be copying who now?  He said, I am going out here among the Gentiles, and I 
magnify my office of Gentile apostleship, so that I have the goal that some of my Jewish brethren over 
here might see these Gentiles getting saved by faith, and do what?  Be like the Gentiles.  You see, today, 
now, the thing that is unique here is that Paul is trying to get Israel to be like the Gentiles.  In prophecy, 
the Gentiles have to be like Israel.  Now, Paul is saying:  Hey, I magnify my office, if my any means, I 
might provoke to emulation them which are my kinsmen according to the flesh.   He said:  I am trying to 
get Israel to copy, and imitate what the Gentiles are doing.  What are the Gentiles doing?  They are 
following after the righteousness which is of faith.  You see, Paul is trying to get the Jews to see the 
issue of the righteousness of faith that the Gentiles are exercising, and be like that.   
 
Do you know what the denominations do today?   Do you know what religion is doing today?  They are 
trying to make the Gentiles be like who?  Israel.  They have the Gentiles following Israel's kingdom 
program.  They have the Gentiles getting Israel's baptism, they have the Gentiles following Israel's 
commission.  They are trying to take you Gentiles, and put you back in Israel's program.  Can you 
understand why you have to rightly divide that book?  Brother, if you don't rightly divide the Word of God 
you are going to get this thing so screwed up that you are not going to know what in the world to do, 
and you’re not going to please God.  You might quote Scripture, but we already understand that you can 
quote Scripture—be Scriptural—and not dispensational.   
 
You can quote Scripture, and be completely out of the will of God.  I have told you from time to time, 
and I believe it, and I try to drill it in your head, and I want you to say it, and I want you to go tell it to 
people, and I want you to base your ministry on it, and that is: understanding that if you are not 
dispensational, you are on dangerous ground.  The most evil doctrine in any age is to be Scriptural and 
not dispensational.   
 
I have told you before that there are three categories of bad doctrine: 
 
1) Doctrine that is human viewpoint—no Bible at all, just human viewpoint.  It is all things that men 
think:  humanism, communism, dialectic materialism, the Marxist, capitalism, and any kind of ism that 
you want to think of.  The Hindu, the Buddhist, and the Shintoist, voodoo, and whatever.  Those are 
human viewpoint.  Is that any problem to answer?  Just get your Book out and give it to them. 
 
2) Doctrine that is Bible.  The first one has no Bible.  The second one has Bible, but they take the Bible 
and add tradition to it.  They quote Scripture, but they add to it the traditions of men, like in Mark 7.  
That would be Roman Catholicism, Christian Science, Jehovah Witness, Mormons.  They quote the Bible, 
but then they add all this other stuff to it, and the other stuff is what they believe and go by.  Is that any 
problem to answer?  Just take your Bible and show them what the Bible says.   
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3) Doctrine that is Scriptural but not dispensational.  You have Scripture for what you are doing, and do 
it, and quote the Scripture to demonstrate why you ought to do what you are doing—and not be 
dispensational.  The question is:  Is it rightly dividing?  Because you can take verses of Scripture in the 
Old Testament, and get your doctrine from it.  They did that.  Moses wrote the first five books of the 
Bible, didn't he?  You know good and well that there are three different dietary law systems set up in the 
books of Genesis and Leviticus.  In Genesis 1, they eat herbs; they are vegetarians.  In Genesis 9, they 
can eat anything that they catch—any kind of meat that they wanted to eat.  In Leviticus 11, what do 
they do?  They can't eat certain kinds of things.  Some Jew in Israel's camp could say:  “Moses, I love 
you, but I think I am going to follow what you say in Genesis 9.  Did it make any difference to that Old 
Testament Jew, which one of those passages he followed?  He could quote Scripture, Genesis 9, and say 
it is Bible, and say:  I believe I can eat anything.  And he would be completely out of the will of God.  I 
mean, folks, it just won't work.    
 
It is that way today, and today we are not trying to follow Israel's program. 
 
He knows that the nation, as a nation, is going to get its promises, and be saved (Romans 11:26).  He 
knows that the nation has only been set aside and reshaped into a vessel of dishonor temporarily; but 
one day, they will be brought back into the favored position.  The Messiah will come, and they will have 
their kingdom; and he knows that.  He knows that the nation Israel will one day receive her promises.  
What he is talking about in chapter 10 is, he is interested in some individual Israelites, right now, getting 
saved, and becoming members of the church the body of Christ.   
 
You see folks, God has reshaped Israel according to the principles that Paul has explained to you in 
chapter 9.  He has told you in chapter 9 that in Time Past, God delayed His purpose to give Israel her 
inheritance in order that He might have compassion on whom He would have compassion and mercy.   
He has some people coming that He wanted to have mercy and compassion on.  There you are [But 
Now]—application.  He did it in Time Past with Israel, and He is doing it today.  He stopped back there in 
Israel, and He didn't give Israel the fulfillment of her promise of deliverance from Egypt immediately.  He 
delayed the fulfillment of that promise.  Why?  Because He had a purpose that He wanted to accomplish.  
So God is accomplishing today, a purpose; only the purpose today is a secret purpose, not a purpose that 
was made known in Time Past.  He has interrupted the prophetic program, and is having mercy and 
compassion on those on whom He has determined to have mercy and compassion—members of the body 
of Christ.   
 
God is performing His secret purpose today, that has to do with forming the body of Christ in order that 
the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be reconciled unto Himself.  He explains His secret 
purpose in detail when we get over to the book of Ephesians.  But the point here is, as God accomplishes 
that purpose, Israel is set aside.  Can an Israelite, can an Israeli, a member of the nation, be saved?  He 
says: Yes.  In fact, I long for them to be saved, and become members of this body of Christ in here [But 
Now] because then they can come just as any lost sinner comes; not on the basis of being a Jew, but 
just on coming as a lost sinner.    
 
How is Israel going to be saved?  They are going to come, and be like a Gentile, and not claim any 
righteousness of their own.  They are going to come and be responsive to the gospel of the grace of 
God—that’s all.  Now why is it that Israel isn't responding to that opportunity?  Why is it that Israel isn't 
taking advantage of the opportunity to be saved in here [But Now]?  Why is it that the Israelites out 
there under Paul's ministry weren't coming?  What has happened to Israel?  Why is it that Israel has 
failed to respond?  Verse 2.  Romans 10:2-4 
 
Please notice that verse 13 is a very important verse on Paul's unique and distinct apostleship.  His 
apostleship—being the apostle of the Gentiles—is an indisputable fact in the Scripture.  I am not going to 
tarry here and try to demonstrate that to you.  If you haven't gotten that point by the time we have 
gotten here, then I have not been doing my job.  I would recommend very strongly to you that if you 
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don't have a copy of Pastor Stam's book:  Paul, His Apostleship and Ministry, that you secure a copy 
today, and read it carefully.   
 

He says:  “I magnify mine office.”  Why does he magnify his office—not himself, but his office?  Paul is 

like Moses before him.  He is not making anything of himself.  He says:  “I am less than the least of all 
saints, but I’ve got an office—a position.”  Why does he magnify his position?  “If by any means I might 
provoke to emulation them which are my flesh and might save some.”  In verse 11, he says salvation has 
gone to the Gentiles.  Why?  To provoke Israel to jealousy.  What does all that mean?  He is saying:  “I 
am going out here trying to get all these Gentiles saved, and I am pressing my Gentile ministry; because 
one of the results of that is, I want to cause Israel to envy what the Gentiles have.”  What do the 
Gentiles have that Israel needed?  Look at 9:30.  We have already been over this.  Romans 9:30-31 
 
When the apostle Paul thinks about Israel in Romans 9, 10, and 11, he is explaining what is going on in 
the book of Acts.  “If you want to understand my ministry among the Gentiles as it relates to Israel, it is 
to provoke them to jealousy.”  Romans 10:19 

 

Romans 11:15 For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the 
world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?  

Come with me to Romans 11:15.  It is real important to understand this thing about the fall and the 
diminishing.  They stumble at the cross but they don’t fall.  Most of Fundamentalism puts the fall of Israel 
at the cross.  Some of the old-timers put it in Matthew 11 and 12; but most of the Scofield, Larkin, Ryrie 
kind of dispensationalists, the Acts 2 people, put the fall of Israel at the cross.  Again, they do stumble, 
but they don’t fall until later.  They fall after the renewed opportunity of repentance is given to them.  
The ministry of the apostle Paul is based upon the fact of the fall of Israel.  The ministry of Paul is based 
upon God’s setting Israel aside. 
 
The casting away of them, (Israel), results in the reconciling of the world.  The word reconcile means to 
change the status of something from being an outcast, to being acceptable; from being an enemy to 
being a friend.  Paul says if a woman leaves her husband, (I Corinthians 7), she is to remain unmarried, 
or be reconciled to her husband—brought into a good relationship.  The casting away of Israel results in 
the world being put into a position of favor with God. 
 
The world could not be reconciled to God except the nation Israel be set aside.  The Gentiles are in a low 
position of relationship to God; they are alienated.  The middle wall of partition is in the way, and they 
cannot get across.  God has to set Israel aside in order to deal favorably with all the Gentiles.  That is 

exactly what Paul’s ministry is all about.  See 2 Corinthians 5:16-20. 
 
There are four categories of reconciliation in Paul’s epistles. The word reconcile means to be brought 
back into a friendly position; to have your status changed from one of being outcast to one of being 
accepted; from being an alien to being one of the family.  What happens here with the fall of Israel, (the 
casting away), is that God took Israel, and cast them away as it were.  It is temporary.  That is what 
Romans 11 is dealing with:  that God has set them aside, but that He isn’t through with them.  He has 

not abrogated, He has not canceled His purposes with them; because the gifts and calling of God are 
without repentance, (verse 29).   
 
What God had promised in Time Past He was going to do with Israel in her kingdom, to save them from 
the wrath and tribulation period on into the kingdom and so forth, all those things He promised to do, He 
will do.  But right now, (the But Now section), they are set aside, and something different is being done.  
In Romans 9, 10, and 11, Paul is teaching what has happened.  God has cast away Israel, set them 
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aside, and that resulted in the reconciling of the world.  In the Ages to Come God will finish what He 
promised to do back in Prophecy.  He will accomplish His purposes as He stated them in Time Past. 
 
Now that doesn’t mean all the world is saved.  What it means is that the middle wall of partition between 
Israel and the Gentiles is down, and now the world is in a position where they can be saved.  They can 
get to God.  In Time Past the Gentiles were without God.  Now He is the God of the Gentiles also, not 
only of the Circumcision.  Romans 3:29 says, “Is he the God of the Jews only? Is he not also of the 
Gentiles?  Yes, of the Gentiles also.”  The middle wall of partition having been broken down, the world is 
reconciled to God.  The reconciling of the world is a dispensational term.  Paul is not talking about all the 
world being justified, or all the world being made righteous before God.  He is talking about the fact that 
the nations of the world are no longer alienated from Him dispensationally.  In Time Past, the middle wall 
of partition was up, and the Gentiles were on the outside with Israel on the inside. That dispensational 
disadvantage has been done away with.  The middle wall of partition has been broken down, and today it 
is possible for anybody who was on the wrong side of that middle wall, to be reconciled to God.  
 
Being reconciled to God is another category of reconciliation.  To have the world reconciled to God is the 
fact that the world has had its status changed from being outcasts and aliens, to being put where there is 
now access to God by coming directly to Him.  I do not need to go through anybody; I go directly 
through Jesus Christ.  I do not need a priest, I do not need any ceremonies, I do not need a special 
nation, I do not need Israel; I just come straight to God.  
 
 The third reconciliation is individual:  when I put my faith in Jesus Christ.  God takes me when I believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, and places me into the Lord Jesus Christ; puts me into union 
with Himself.  I was an alien sinner, an enemy of God; now I am His son.  That is a change in my status.  
 
Fourthly, we have been reconciled to God in one Body.  That is, I am reconciled not just to God; but I am 
put in union with other members of the Body of Christ.  We are one with Christ by faith.  You do not 
want to confuse the different reconciliations. 
 
The issue here in Acts and in Romans 11 is the fall of Israel, and the diminishing of Israel.  The fall of 
Israel takes place in Acts 7.  The diminishing goes from there all the way to Acts 28.  Prior to Acts 7, God 
dealt with the world through Israel.  With the fall of Israel in Acts 7, they lost their privilege of being the 
channel of blessing through whom God would go to the world; yet God dealt with Israel until the end of 
Acts. 
 
There is a great deal of difference between God dealing through Israel, and dealing with Israel.  The 
diminishing period in the book of Acts is a time period when God dealt with the nation Israel.  The reason 
He did that is in Romans 11:5-6. 
 
It is a reference to the national resurrection and restoration of the nation Israel at the end of the 
Tribulation. 
 
aul says, I’m trying to get these Jews to act like the Gentiles.  I’m magnifying my Gentile ministry and 
trying to get all Gentiles saved everywhere “if by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are 
my flesh [Israel], and might save some of them.”  (Romans 11:11) 
 
In Time Past (in your Bible) there is a division between the circumcision and the uncircumcision – 
between Israel and the Gentiles (between the Jew and the Gentile).  God made that division, putting a 
barrier between them called the “middle wall of partition.”  Romans 11:15 says, “If the casting away of 
them – Israel – be the reconciling of the world,” i.e. through the fall of Israel “salvation is come to the 
Gentiles.”  Through the fall of Israel, God has taken away the dispensational barrier that cut off the 
Gentiles and made them unacceptable and un-savable.  Do you realize that in Time Past that Gentile had 
no hope?  He was an un-savable man.  He could not go to God because of the barrier that kept him out – 
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a dispensational barrier.  If that Gentile wanted to go to God he had to get on the right side of that wall 
of partition.  But that is gone now; that wall has been done away with.   
 
The reconciling of the world has to do with the world having its status changed when Israel went out of 
divine favor with God.  It has to do with the dispensational barriers being broken down.  You and I today, 
in this Age of Grace, live in a time period when the world has had its status changed before God.  Today 
the world is savable because Israel’s condition has changed.   That is a dispensational change. 
 
In Time Past, God’s purpose was to save the nations through the nation Israel.  The Abrahamic Covenant 
always had the nations in view, but through Israel. 
 
Are you being saved through Israel today?  No.  The world has had its state changed.  Now there has 
been a dispensational shake-up.  The Abrahamic Covenant is not the issue today and getting saved 
through Israel is not the issue, and being preached to by Israel and blessing Israel, and taking care of 
Israel is not the issue today.  Israel does not have any national condition or position or status before God 
today.  God Almighty has no regard toward a nation Israel today in a dispensational situation.  You and I 
are to react toward Israel today as we do any other nation on the basis of the divine operating principles 
found in the Word of God – not on the basis of the Abrahamic covenant.  We are not to try and get a 
blessing on the basis of Matthew 25.  There has been a dispensational change. 
 
2) Individual Reconciliation:  In the Ages To Come that change will reverse and that program will go back 
into effect.  Right now, it’s different.  Right now the world has been reconciled to God.  There is also not 
only the world having its condition changed, but there is what is called an individual reconciliation.  That 
is what Paul is talking about in 2 Corinthians 5:20. (2 Corinthians 5:20) 
 
You see that they are cast away, fallen, and diminished.    
 
The fall of Israel and salvation going to the Gentiles—that is the mystery program.  The casting away of 
Israel, and the reconciling of the world—that is the dispensation of grace, the mystery program that we 
are involved in.  That is the very basis of it.  Paul understood it, and that destroys and eliminates the Acts 
28 idea that Paul does not know the mystery at this time, or that the mystery that Paul knows isn't the 
mystery that is over in Ephesians.  No, Paul knows the issue of the dispensation of the grace God that is 
delineated in the book of Ephesians chapter 3.  He understands what is going on.    
 
It also kills the Calvinist ideas, because John Calvin and his followers take this passage, and apply 
Romans 9, 10, and 11 to individual salvation, and individual election.  Folks, that passage right there, in 
Romans 9:3 is clear that Paul is dealing with national and dispensational issues of privilege and position.  
Chapters 9, 10, and 11 are not dealing with individual election and individual salvation; they are dealing 
with national election and national salvation. 
 
The issue involved is the issue of agency.  God had elected the nation Israel as His agency to execute His 
purpose and plan.  Now, God has chosen another agency, a new agency, the body of Christ; and the 
question is:  If God chose Israel in the past, but now has chosen the body of Christ, what is going to 
happen to Israel now that He is doing this new thing?  What is Israel's situation?  Is it fair for God to 
chose Israel, and then to turn away from them and chose the body of Christ?  Where is Israel going, and 
is it fair for God to do that?  You are going to see Paul deal with those issues in the rest of the chapter.  
 
Did he cast them away there?  Well, now wait a minute.  If in one place he says He hasn't cast them 
away, and then 15 verses later he says He has cast them away, isn't that a contradiction?  Sure it is.  If 
in one place you say no, and the other place you say yes, didn't you contradict yourself?  Sure.  Well then 
is it a mistake?  No.  You know that.  What is it?  There has to be an explanation for the thing.  Can't you 
say no and then a few minutes later say yes about something if the context in which that issue is being 
discussed has changed?  Can't you do that?  Sure you can.   
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If you say:  “What kind of car do you drive?”   
And I say:  “When do you mean?”   
You say:  “Every day you go to work.” 
And I say:  “I drive a Pontiac.”  
And you say:  “Well, what kind of car did you drive to church?” 
I say:  “A Chevrolet.” 
 
Did I contradict myself?  Sure.  I said I drove a Pontiac, and then I said I drove a Chevrolet.  But you 
understand that I didn't really contradict myself.  It is two contexts, two different situations.  That is what 
the deal is here.   
 
When you look at verse 1, obviously what he is asking is:  Has God completely and totally thrown Israel 
away?  Has He just totally and completely thrown all of them away?  God has set the nation Israel aside, 
right?  Right.  He provoked them; they knew it; they chose willfully to reject it; He has reshaped them 
into vessels of dishonor; and He has cast them aside.  Now, does that mean that He is through with them 
forever?  No.  He is not through with them.  Has he set them aside today?  Yes.  But does that setting 
aside mean that none of them can ever get saved?  He says:  “Don't say that, I'm saved.”  A Jew can still 
get saved today.  God has not cast them away permanently, and He has not completely thrown them 
away.  Paul is saved; and not only is Paul saved, he says in verses 2-5 that there is a remnant according 
to the election of grace.  There are others that are saved.   
 
So what he is talking about is that it might look like God set Israel aside completely and totally.  You see, 
God has so changed the program today, and has so fixed this thing today with the reshaping of Israel 
into a vessel of dishonor, and the body of Christ into a vessel of honor, that you might think that He is 
completely through with Israel.  You know, that is what most people think today.  Chuck gave me a 
brochure a while ago, where some fellow is trying to teach him that saved people today are spiritual 
Jews.  Do you know why they teach that?  They think God is through with Israel.  That is the basis of 
Amillennialism.  That is the basis of Covenant Theology.  That is the basis of Calvinism.  That is the basis 
of Arminianism too.  That is the basis of all the tremendously large theological systems of our day. 
 
Some time ago, we saw it taught that dispensational theology is a real hybrid; it is out of place.  It is 
unrecognized.  Why?  They all think we are Israel.  We are going to keep the blessings, and what are we 
going to do with the curses?  Give them all to Israel.  That is why Israel is set aside, and cast away, and 
isn't anything anymore.  So we take Israel's program and put the blessings on us—all the wonderful 
things—and all the bad things, let them have.  We Gentiles have that thing figured.  Paul says:  No, that 
is not what has happened.  Again, let me say:  what he is going to tell you is that there isn't anything 
wrong with the prophetic program.  There isn't any problem with the little flock.  Where is the problem?  
The nation that is outside of the little flock.  God interrupted the program, not because there was a  
problem with the foolish nation, (the little flock); but because God had a secret purpose back yonder 
before the world began, to form the body of Christ, and the time came to do that. 
 
God, from before the foundation of the world in Time Past, purposed to form the body of Christ, and 
when the time came for that eternal council of God to be instituted, He instituted it.  He interrupted the 
prophetic program right at the point when the wrath was going to fall, and put in the dispensation of 
grace.  That doesn't mean that there is anything wrong with the prophetic program.  That doesn’t mean 
that He just discarded the prophetic program as worthless and useless and no good.  That doesn't mean 
that He is mad with it, and not going to do it.  It is perfectly in order; and will be taken up again one day 
after the body of Christ goes out.  Verse 2.   
 
He is concluding the contrast that he makes in verses 11 and 12—the fall of them is the riches of the 
world.  They are set aside today, and the world is rich because of it.  The diminishing of them is the 
riches of the Gentiles.  “How much more their fullness?”  In other words, how much more is the world at 



large going to benefit when Israel is placed back into the position of privilege and honor, and her fullness 
is brought in?  That is going to be a day of world-wide revival.  Is there world-wide revival today?  
Hardly.  Is there going to be?  Hardly.  Is there opportunity for all men to be saved today as there never 
has been before?  Yes, there is.   
 
When Israel fell, did all the Gentiles get eternal life?  You know better than that; that’s crazy!  
Reconciliation does not have anything to do with getting eternal life.  That is not the issue!  
“Reconciliation” means, “to change the status, to bring together again”.  Israel is cast away, now Israel 
and the Gentiles are both in unbelief.  Now the world has been reconciled.  How?  It’s because the 
distinction is gone.  Now, does anybody have any privilege over the other regarding salvation?   
 
He is saying, “You that once were far off, you now are made near.”  Now there is ‘a nearness’.  Now 
there is a dispensational reconciliation – Romans 11:15, 2 Corinthians 5:18-19.  I told you when we 
studied Romans that you must understand those reconciliations, or you will never get through these 
things. 
 
Salvation today is offered to all men without distinction.  The world has been reconciled.  It doesn't mean 
that the world has been saved.  We have studied that reconciliation before.  Go back in your notes if you 
don't remember.  There are four different types of reconciliation.  You need to have that indelibly 
imprinted in your mind.  If you can remember who the first president of the United States was, and who 
Abraham Lincoln was, you can remember what those four reconciliations are; and you need to know 
them just as well as you know A, B, C, and D.  You need to be able to bring them up into your frame of 
reference and memory, and know them.  They are that important.   
 
The reconciling of the world is that dispensational removal of all of the barriers between God and the 
world.  The middle wall of partition is down, and the world has been reconciled to God.  That is, they 
have been placed in a position where they now have total access to God, and all the barriers are gone.    
 

        
 
The barrier—the Middle Wall of Partition—is up.  Christ came and died on the cross.  The Holy Spirit 
came, and the ministry to Israel went out.  Then the fall of Israel took place, and the diminishing away; 
and the world now has been reconciled to God.  The barrier is gone; hence, the reconciling of the world.  
The world out here, the Gentiles, have been reshaped into a vessel, (a position), of honor.  Israel has 
been reshaped into a vessel of dishonor.  If the casting away of them results in the reconciling of the 
world—they fall, and the world is advantaged by it—what shall the receiving of them be but life from the 
dead?  That is, if the world today has reconciliation and is advantaged because of their fall; when the 
body of Christ goes out, and the distinction takes place again, and Christ comes and sets up His kingdom, 
how much more glorious will the receiving of them be?  When that Kingdom comes—Israel’s fullness—
and their receiving comes in, there is going to be life for the world like there has never been before!  The 
whole world is going to be filled with His life and His goodness! 
 
So what he is saying is:  Hey, if this is an advantage, and if God's delaying His purpose with Israel has 
worked out for an advantage for the world today, how much more advantage is the world going to get 
over in the kingdom?  That is important for you to see.  He is emphasizing, in Romans 11, that if you 
properly understand what God is doing today with Israel, and has done with Israel, and is doing with the 
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Gentiles in the dispensation of grace, you will never make the mistake of believing that God is through 
with Israel.  But you will see that what God has done today with Israel is wonderful, and the Gentiles 
have benefited.  How much more will it be out over there in the kingdom?!  God isn't through with Israel.   
 
Now there is something to notice in verse 15 as a side light.  The casting away of Israel results in what?  
The reconciling of the world.  Could the world be reconciled until Israel is cast away?  No, then I know 
something.  That passage shows me when and why the Lord Jesus Christ committed the ministry of 
reconciliation to the apostle Paul.  The ministry of reconciliation, which we are a part of today in the 
dispensation of grace, could not have begun without the casting away of Israel.  The dispensation of 
grace—the dispensational reconciliation, the reconciliation of the world—has to do with all the barriers 
that kept the nations at a distance being removed.   
 
The dispensation of grace—the ministry of reconciliation—couldn’t begin until the fall of Israel took place.  
It had to take place after the fall of Israel.  The reconciliation is sent to the Gentiles when Israel is set 
aside.  That isn't in Acts 2, it isn't there; and it isn't in Acts 28.  We have already studied sufficiently for 
you to understand that the nation Israel, (from Acts 7, the passage says), is falling, and is diminishing 
away.  The ministry of reconciliation is already in effect when Romans is written in Acts 20.  So the 
dispensation doesn't begin after Acts 28, and it doesn't begin in Acts 2.  So that verse right there, 
(incidentally), is another one of those verses in Romans that helps you understand that the dispensation 
of grace begins with the raising up of the apostle Paul.   
 
By the way, some of the brethren that watch the video that like to contend about the issue of where 
exactly in the book of Acts did the body of Christ begin, (Did it begin in Acts 9, 11, or 13?), were asking 
me about this middle wall of partition—the indication being that in Acts 10 and 11, that the middle wall of 
partition is still up.  And therefore the body of Christ could not have begun in Acts 9, because this 
reconciliation ministry hasn't begun yet.  But the thing that you have to look at in Acts 10, is not that the 
wall is still there.  The wall comes down in Acts 10.  God told Peter:  “Don't call Cornelius common and 
unclean.”  Peter goes back in Acts 11 to the Jerusalem church, and they crawl his frame about going to 
the Gentiles.  Do you remember that?  And Peter says:  “Who was I to withstand God?  God told me to 
go do it.”  God had set Peter up to understand that that distinction has been removed. 
 
We use the verse in Acts 11:19—“they went about preaching to none but the Jews only”—that is true, 
and you want to understand that.  That Jerusalem church went out there, and that is all they did; but the 
fact is, beginning with the raising up of the Apostle Paul, things began to change.  The fall of Israel takes 
place in Acts 7, and the diminishing of Israel begins then, and extends on out.  It takes a while for it to 
become obvious to you in the Scripture, but you don't interpret Paul's epistles in the light of the book of 
Acts.  You interpret the book of Acts in the light of Paul's epistles.  If you are going to argue and fuss and 
wonder about where the body of Christ began in the book of Acts, you better get some verses in Paul 
epistles that explain that to you, or quit.  That is a good, sound approach and principle:  get some verses 
in Paul epistles.  There are verses in Paul's epistles that tell you where it began.  You don't need to argue 
about things over in the book of Acts that you can't understand unless you have Paul's epistles.  If you 
don't have Romans 11, you can't understand the book of Acts.  That is a fact. 
 
Romans 11:15  For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, … 
 
That’s a reference to the change of status that the world has experienced because of the fall of Israel.  
The nation Israel is being diminished in the last half of the book of Acts.  They are not being restored.  
They are not being revived or resurrected.  They are being set aside—diminished, less and less 
important.  That is why you find Paul coming and saying “Lo, we turn to the Gentiles.”  The outgoing to 
the Gentiles comes through the ministry of the apostle Paul.  Just as Israel is being set aside, the 
outgoing to the Gentiles is coming in.  It is through the fall of Israel that salvation is going out to the 
Gentiles.    
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The reconciliation of the world, of both Jew and Gentile on an equal basis, cannot begin, and the one 
body in Christ cannot begin, until that middle wall of partition—the separation—is officially done away 
with.  Historically and practically, it takes that period of diminishing to do away with it.  But judicially, as 
far as what God was going to do is concerned, it’s done away with in Acts 7, and they fall. 
 
15  For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, … 
 
Paul’s ministry is the ministry of reconciliation.  There are four Pauline reconciliations:  the first one is 
that time past distinction.  “But now in Christ Jesus, you who sometimes were far off are made nigh by 
the cross”—that distinction is gone.  Therefore believing Jews and Gentiles can be reconciled to God in 
one body by the cross.  It begins with Paul’s ministry.  
 
All that is important, because you will find that the Acts 2 people will try to say that it started at 
Pentecost.  You know that Pentecost didn’t start it, because the distinction between Jew and Gentile is 
still there.  You can’t have the body of Christ until that distinction is done away with.   
 
Then somebody will say that it didn’t start until the close of the book of Acts, but that is too late, because 
by the time you get to the end of Acts, that reconciliation of the world has long taken place, and the 
body of Christ has been going on there since Acts 9.   
 
If you will see these issues here, then you won’t get caught and bound when it comes to the individual 
details of arguments.  You know, I have told you repeatedly that if you see the broad overview of the 
thing, with the lay of the land, you might not understand every little verse that you read, but you will 
know where they fit.  That’s the answer to that.   
 
They fall; they diminish; they are cast away.  I have to find the point where those things take place.  I 
am saying to you, in your Bible, that point hasn’t been reached yet on the day of Pentecost.  The fall of 
Israel has not taken place.  There was the crucifixion of Christ, His ascension, the coming of the Holy 
Spirit in Acts 1 through chapter 7, and the fall of Israel has not yet taken place.  The distinction is still 
there at Pentecost.  Acts 3:25 
 
The boundary line between the old program and the new, between the kingdom program and the body 
of Christ program, between the prophetic program and the mystery program is the fall of Israel.  That is 
the boundary.  The fall of Israel was an absolute requirement before the dispensation of grace could 
begin.   
 
“If the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world…”  Before you could have the reconciling of 
the world, you have to have the casting away—the fall—of Israel.  That’s why Paul says that through the 
fall of Israel, salvation has come to the Gentiles.  
 
Romans 11:15  For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world,…  
 
You don’t have the reconciling of the world yet, because they aren’t cast away.  Acts 3:25 

 

Romans 11:16 For if the firstfruit be holy, (little flocks)  the lump is also holy: 
and if the root be holy, (Abraham)  so are the branches. (Israel) (Num 15:17-21= First 

fruits are set apart)  
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Verse 16:  He is going to extend his argument here a minute.  He is getting ready to illustrate what he 
has just told you:  that God still has a purpose for Israel—He still has a plan for Israel, He is not through 
with Israel.  Paul is going to demonstrate and illustrate that.   
 
Now what is he saying?  If you start out with the right thing, what happens?  The rest of it is good.  
Come to Numbers 15, and I will show you the illustration.  “If the firstfruit be holy.”  The word holy is not 
a reference to sinless perfection.  The word holy means to be set apart for the Lord.  If you take the first 
fruit and you set it apart to the Lord, that is an indication that all the rest is acceptable to the Lord.  If He 
accepted a part, then He accepts all of it.  Numbers 15:17-21 
 
Romans 11:16,  “... and if the root be holy, so are the branches,” same principle.  Some questions are 
debated by the Bible teachers:  Who is the lump?  Who are the first fruits?  Who is the root?  Who are 
the branches?  You get all kinds of ideas about it.  There is no doubt that if the first fruits be holy, the 
first fruit is that little flock, and if the first fruits be holy, then the lump—the nation that goes in to the 
kingdom—is going to be holy.  The apostate nation isn't going to get into the kingdom; so that first fruit 
is the little nation, the little flock.  James 1:18. 
 
Romans 11:16  For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump [That would be the nation that comes out of the 
tribulation and goes into the kingdom—is holy, it is right.]  is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the 
branches. 
 
Who is the root?  When you read verses 17 and 18, it becomes pretty clear who the root is.   

 

Romans 11:17 And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, 
being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them 
partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree; (Jer 11:16)   

(Wild olive tree= Gentiles grafted in) (Israel is fallen) (Paul explain casting away is temporal)  

Who would they be?  That would be the nation Israel during Paul's day.  Notice it says some of the 
branches, it doesn't say all of it; it doesn’t say that the tree is uprooted.  It doesn't say that God 
withdraws the opportunity for spiritual blessing.  It doesn't say that the whole nation is lost, and none of 
them ever get saved.  He says some of the branches—the branches that were there at Paul's time in the 
Acts period.  Those branches—the nation in Paul's day—have been broken off.   
 

By that verse, write down Jeremiah 11:16.  There are two olive tree prophecies in the Old Testament.  
The first one that Paul refers to is Jeremiah 11:16.  It refers to the breaking off of the olive branches, 
and it is a picture of Israel nationally today—the judgment.  I have told you over and over that the fall of 
Israel in the Acts period was prophesied.  It is a subject of prophecy.  What wasn't a subject of prophecy 
is the fact that God was going to set them aside, and do something else because of that setting aside.  In 
prophecy, their fall was to result in the tribulation period, the coming of the wrath of God, and the 
millennial kingdom.  The mystery is that through the fall of Israel, salvation goes to the Gentiles, instead 

of wrath coming on everybody.  The breaking off is the fall and diminishing of the nation Israel.   
 

Romans 11:18 Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou 
bearest not the root, but the root thee.  (God will fulfill the covenant with Israel later) 
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God broke some of these people off—He broke the nation off—and put you in a position of privilege.  
Don't get proud about that.  Don't boast against those people, and act like God isn't going to ever do 
anything with them.  Why?  Look at verse 24. 
 
The root is the thing that is bearing all the branches; the root is the thing out of which all the branches 
grow.  If the branches are the nation Israel, then where did the nation Israel come from?  Who is the 
root of Israel back there?  Abraham.  Who did they grow out of?  They came out of Abraham, and folks, 
all the blessings and the promises that Israel has out here, where did they come from?  Don't they come 
from a covenant that God made with Abraham?  He confirms it with Isaac, and Jacob, and the twelve, 
but He makes it with Abraham.  That is the covenant—the root back there—Abraham, or the promises 
that God made to Abraham. 
 
“If some of the branches be broken off, and thou being a wild olive tree were grafted in among them.”  
Notice he says:  “If.”  You have the principle in verse 16; alright, here is something else.  If some of the 
branches be broken off, and you are grafted in, don't boast, (verse 18).  He illustrates in verse 17, and 
then he applies the point of the illustration in verse 18:  boast not against the branches.  That is the 
whole point of the illustration.  He is giving you an illustration of an olive tree—a good olive tree and a 
wild olive tree.  The good olive tree has some branches that are plucked off, and the wild olive trees are 
grafted in.  And he says to those wild olive trees, (who turn out to be the Gentiles):  “Don't boast against 
the branches that are cut off.  Don't get proud like God is through with those people, and never going to 
deal with them anymore.”   
 
The whole point of the illustration is the application in verse 18, because 19-24 further explain the 
application.  So let’s get verse 17 now.   
 
18  Boast not against the branches.  [Notice the olive tree.  There are two of them, in fact, if you look 
down at verse 24.]  But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. 
 
In other words, the Gentiles now partake of the root and the fatness of the olive tree.  They go back and 
partake of the root.  They are not partaking of the branches, they are partaking of what the branches 
partook of—the root.  God made promises to Abraham, didn't he?  Haven't we already studied, (in 
chapter 4), that we have become participants in the promises that God made to Abraham?  Don't we 
inherit eternal life that God promised to Abraham?  Aren't we the children of faith, the children of 
Abraham, because we have the imputed righteousness that God gave to Abraham?  Haven't we already 
studied that in Romans 3 and 4, and Galatians 3 and 4?  Sure we have.  So we partake of the root and 
the fatness—the blessing that comes out of the root.  We get the spiritual privileges that God has 
promised to us in Christ.   
 
Now there is one thing that I want you to notice here of a dispensational nature, because there is 
something important for you to see that is going on in the Acts period. And this is where the Acts 28 
position comes from, really.  There is a failure among grace people and dispensationalists who recognize 
the mid-Acts position to deal with the issue of what is going on between Acts 7 and Acts 28—between 
the raising up of the apostle Paul, and the formation of the body of Christ, (during the diminishing of 
Israel).  What is actually taking place in here, dispensationally?  You gentleman are aware of the fact that 
there is a great deal of contention among grace believers as to exactly what is happening. 
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I want to try to illustrate this to you.  This little nation, this little flock is going out; and in Acts 7, the 
nation is concluded in unbelief, and the opportunity for them, basically, is over.  The Lord saves the 
apostle Paul, and He gives to Paul a new system of knowledge and information.  The little flock, out here, 
had previously witnessed to the nation.  The nation refused their testimony, and that kingdom offer is 
held in abeyance.  God changes the program, casts off the good olive tree up here and casts off the 
nation, starts the body of Christ, sends them out, with the Gentiles getting saved in the body of Christ.  
They go out, (we have already studied), as a witness.   
 
In the first half of Acts, the little flock witnesses to Israel.  They provoke Israel to jealousy.  In the last 
half, who provokes Israel to jealousy?  The body of Christ, the Gentiles.  The foolish nation and the 
Gentiles both have a provoking ministry.  When the Gentiles begin to get saved, what is that going to do?  
The desire is to make Israel jealous and want to get saved too.  Paul goes out there in the book of Acts, 
and tries to provoke Israel to want to get saved.  Verse 24. 
 
That is, the root is out of Abraham.  Without Abraham, you wouldn't get a thing.  How did you get to be 
Abraham's seed?  You got to be Abraham's seed because you are in Christ, didn't you?  Have you got 
that?  Because you’re in Christ.  Imagine that:  Gentiles being Abraham's seed.  We have already studied 
that—the unique way God has planned and purposed for us to become Abraham's, and get those 
promises in Christ. 
 
Ephesians 2:  I will show it to you in the book of Ephesians—same way.  Ephesians 2:11-19 
 

18  Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. [That 
is, because you are in Christ, you get the blessing.] 
 

Romans 11:19 Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I 
might be graffed in.  

Romans 11:20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou 
standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear:  
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These people, (the body of Christ), stand by faith, and they are a testimony to Israel that the reason they 
missed the promise, and the reason they failed to get the blessing is they didn't seek it by faith.  Now, 
(during the rest of the Acts period), they need to come by faith; and there is that extending the hand out 
again to that nation a little longer.   
 

When we study the book of Acts, we are going to study the issue of rightly dividing Paul's epistles.  I will 
go through these books and I will show you that there are things in Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, and 
Thessalonians that do not operate today:  speaking in tongues, for example.  We are going to see Paul 
tell them in Romans 12-16:  “You have to have the ability to operate on the basis of agape love, the 
ability to value and esteem what God values and esteems, and have that abounding capacity to know 
what is best.”  Paul says:  “Hey, (I Corinthians 13, the issue about the passing away of tongues), you can 
speak with tongues.  You can have all these sign gifts, but if you don't have charity—agape love—what 
good is it?  Do you know why?  Because those things are going to pass away.  And what is going to last?  
The love, the charity—what God is doing today.”   
 

He is saying:  “Hey, don't be dumb and childish and caught up in things that are not going to be there 
any longer.  Recognize what is permanent.”  They are to have that doctrinal framework in their soul to 
value what God values.”  You need to understand, the norm is reached over in the prison epistles, (after 

the end of Acts).   
 
Romans chapter 11 is a reference to what is going on during the diminishing period, and he is saying, 
don't you think because God has changed that program, that the little flock is out.  They aren't out.  Just 
because you Gentiles are getting some privileges right now doesn't mean that God is through with those 
people.   
 

So understand that about the book of Acts.  The whole point in the olive tree illustration is the purpose 
for which the wild tree is grafted in; and that purpose is to provoke Israel to jealousy.  It is to provoke 
Israel to bear fruit.  The Gentiles receive spiritual blessing; and Israel isn't receiving any spiritual blessing.  
The Gentiles are getting it, and Israel isn't getting it.  Why?  Because Israel refused to believe; not 
because God is through with them, and isn't ever going to give it to them; but because Israel refused to 
believe.  That is why they are not getting their promises.  They will get them over in the millennial 
kingdom.  Verse 18:   
 
20  Well; [Well—Yes, that is the right thing.  They were broken off so you could be grafted in.] because 
of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith.  [Emphasize that issue in your mind.  That is 
what he is teaching them.  Why didn't Israel get the promise?  Not because God is through with them 
forever, but because they refused to believe, and that is the testimony that the Gentiles bear before 
Israel.]  Be not highminded, but fear:  
 
Don't get all puffed up, but fear.  Don't get proud and do what Israel did, and think that you are the 
object of God's mercy and blessing and concern and He can't do without you; that is what happened to 
Israel.  Don't be high minded, but fear. 

 

Romans 11:21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed 
lest he also spare not thee.  

Romans 11:22 Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on 
them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue 
in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.  (Loose salvation???) 
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22  Behold therefore the goodness and brutality of God: on them which fell, cruelty; but toward thee, 
goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. [Do you see that 
warning there to the Gentiles to keep on keeping on in faith?  He is telling Israel: don't go out there and 
try to pick up that stuff back there and go by the works of the law.  You keep going by faith.] 

 

Romans 11:23 And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be 
graffed in: for God is able to graff them in again. (God will fulfill the covenant with 

Israel later)  

23  And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is able[God is able—that’s 
an interesting expression.] to graff them in again. [God is going to get them, folks, God is going to bring 
them back.  He is not through with them.]  

 

Romans 11:24 For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by 
nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how 
much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be graffed into 
their own olive tree?  (Hos 14:5-6 restore olive tree) 

God took you people that were uncultivated, that He never messed with, that were not treated, and He 
cut the people off that He cultivated, and that He worked with, and that He gave special attention to—He 
cut them off, and He grafted you in.  He gave you the privileged position, and He did that contrary to 
nature—contrary to the dispensational order of events.  Gentile salvation used to be through Israel’s rise 
in the prophecy program.  If He did it contrary to nature, how much more shall these which be the 
natural branches be grafted in to their own olive tree?  If you have some blessing over here now, how 
much more is God going to give it to them?  He never promised it to you, did He?  No.  Did He promise it 
to them?  He flat did.   
 
If you’ve got it, and He didn't promise it to you; how much more the people that He promised it to are 
going to get it?  Do you see what he is doing?  He is making the point, and he is illustrating what is going 
on here.  The conclusion to the illustration is in verse 25.  Sometimes we read this verse—often we 
read—without any regard to the context.  This is the conclusion of the illustration that he has given you, 
and of the argument that he is giving in the passage, that God isn't through with Israel. 
 
Then there are two olive trees.  There is a wild olive tree, and a good olive tree.  What do you mean 
when you talk about a wild olive tree and a good one?  Well, it is obvious that he is talking about a wild 
tree.  If something is left to run wild, what do you do with it?  It is just out yonder in the field.  Did you 
cultivate it?  Did you give it any special attention?  Did you give it any special care?  Did you give it any 
special treatment?  No.  In time past, did God leave the Gentiles out there to walk in their own ignorance 
and in their own ways?  Did He give them any special cultivation?  Did He give them any special 
attention?  Did He give them any special care?  They were vessels of dishonor, weren't they?   
 

How about Israel in Time Past?  Did He give them special attention?  Did He give them special care?  Did 
He give them special treatment?  Were they vessels of honor?  So you have a good olive tree, and a wild 
olive tree.  Do you see the difference?  That is what he is talking about.  A wild olive tree—that word 
there, literally uncultivated—is the issue.  It is uncultivated; it is one that hasn't received any special 
attention.   



 

Now there is something that you want to notice.  That issue of the olive there is a special issue, and you 
need to be aware of the fact that there are four trees in the Bible that represent the nation Israel.  You 
want to write down Judges 9, and study that parable of Jotham.  You want to get about the first fifteen 

verses, and especially verses 7-15.  There is an olive tree, Judges 9:8; there is fig tree, Judges 9:10; 
there is a vine tree, Judges 9:12; and a bramble—a thorn bush, Judges 9:14. 
 
The olive tree represents Israel's spiritual history.  Israel is represented spiritually in the olive tree.  Let 
me read what he says.  Judges 9:7-15. 
 
Judges 9:9  But the olive tree said unto them, Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honour 
God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees? 
 
In Romans 11, he talks about the root and the fatness of the olive tree.  Do you see that connection 
there?  It is obviously a reference to the parable in Judges.   
 

 The olive tree is Israel’s spiritual life. 
 The fig tree is Israel religiously—the religious life of Israel.   

 The vine tree is Israel's national history—the national life of Israel. 
 The bramble is Israel in apostasy and idolatry, especially under the antichrist.   
 
So you have four of them.  Let me tell you something.  When you read the commentaries that talk about 
this—Bullinger, for example, and Larkin—they define those things differently than the way I just did.  
They define the olive as the religious life of Israel; the fig tree as the national life of Israel; the vine as 
the spiritual life of Israel.  But that won't work in the passages.  Psalm 80 is very clear that the vine is 

representative of a nation God brought out of Egypt—the nation.  In Isaiah 5, it is the nation that He 
plants in Israel, in Judah.  A fig tree is what?  Where is the first time that the fig tree showed up?  In the 
garden of Eden. 
 
Those four trees are in the garden of Eden.  The olive tree is there, the fig tree is there, and the vine tree 
is there.  The olive tree is the tree of life.  The fig tree is there, because Adam and Eve make aprons out 
of the leaves—that is man's attempt to cover himself before God.  What is that?  That is religion, brother; 

that is religion.  The vine is the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Now we don't have time to get 
into all that, but I have taught you all that before, and you can get the tapes and listen to it if you are 
not familiar with it; but those four trees represent the nation Israel. 
 
So when you come to Romans 11, a great deal has been, and is often made of the fact that he is talking 
about the olive tree—the good olive tree.  And then the wild olive tree is grafted in among the privileges 
up here, (the Jewish program in Time Past).  So people say:  What he is doing is making a bunch of Jews 

out of the Gentiles.  The Acts 28 folks take this passage, and try to amalgamate a situation where these 
things militate against the distinctiveness of Paul’s message, and the reconciliation program in But Now, 
where there is neither Jew or Gentile in the body.  But that just won't work when you understand what is 
going on.  Again, remember those four trees.  You need to get that straight. 
 
The olive tree represents the spiritual life.  It represented spiritual life before there was an Israel.  That 
spiritual life represented by that olive tree was given to Israel in Time Past, not to the Gentiles who are 

on the wrong side of the Middle Wall of Partition.  So when there is no Israel, it still can represent 
spiritual life.  It does not have to represent Israel per say.  It doesn't represent the nation; it represents 
the spiritual privileges given to the nation.  Those spiritual privileges are taken away from the nation after 
their fall, and given to some Gentiles, (in the mystery program).  And what you literally have here is, the 
good olive tree is taken down and is broken off.   
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The good olive tree is put down here and is broken off and the wild olive tree is put up here and is 
grafted in, and now the wild olive tree is in the position up here of honor and blessing, and the good 
olive tree has branches thrown off down there.  Now look back at verse 17. 
 
You see, there is the issue of these Gentiles being grafted in, and being placed into some things, and 
Gentiles with Israel, are partakers of the root and fatness of the olive tree.  I wish we had a lot more 
time to deal with this, but we will get it when we get to the book of Acts.  But I want to point it out to 
you here, because this passage is woefully abused.  The long and the short of it is there are two 
programs to provoke Israel to jealousy in the Acts period.  At the time that Paul writes Romans 11, both 
of these programs are going on, and they are running side by side in Acts 20, when Paul writes it.   
 
They run side by side until the conclusion of the book—Acts 28.  I have told you over and over again, 
something stopped in Acts 28; not that something started.  Gentleman, just like you must rightly divide 
the Word of God, you also must rightly divide Paul's epistles.  His Acts epistles contain things in them that 
do not continue on as the normal standard for the body of Christ in the prison epistles, Ephesians, 
Colossians, Philippians.  Compare those books with Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, and Thessalonians, 
and you will find things that are not in the prison epistles—speaking in tongues, and spiritual gifts, for 
example.  Get Romans 15, and I Corinthians 14.  Romans 15:27, 1 Corinthians 14:12 
 
Do you see how verse 24 matches verses 11-15?  If you have it, how much more will they get it?  Over 
and over and over, he emphasizes that.  By the way, that passage there in verses 23 and 24, is the 

second reference of the olive tree prophecy.  Hosea 14:5-9 is the reference.  You will see that that is the 
prophecy of the restoration of the olive tree; and that is the issue in verses 23 and 24.   
 

Also, Job 14:7-9 is a very interesting passage where he talks about:  if a tree is cut down and the root 
catches the scent of water, it will come forth again.  When the root catches a scent of water and comes 
back to life—what is water a type of?  The Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit comes; and that nation comes into 
the millennium; and that nation comes to life, and goes again.  The coming of the Holy Spirit is a 
foretaste—one of the blessings of the millennium.  So there are some interesting parallels there that we 
don't have time to get into, but you can work on them.  Verse 25: 
 
 

 

The Mystery of Israel's Salvation 

Romans 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of 
this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness 
in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come 
in.  (Paul: Israel is not fallen permanently) (3

rd
 blinding of Israel=Sign#3)(How long?) 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.11.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.20.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.28.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.28.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.15.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.14.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.15.27|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.14.12|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=28.14.5-28.14.9|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=18.14.7-18.14.9|_AUTODETECT_|


See that blindness.  The political fall of Israel begins with a blind, Jewish king carried away, in bondage, 
into captivity in Babylon.  The times of the gentiles spiritually begins with another blinded Jew and left to 
wander helplessly, not seeing the sun, for a season.  Demonstrative of the fact that, just as the political 
authority had been given to Israel, today the political authority goes to the gentiles.  The spiritual 
ministry and the message today is that Paul says “for this cause I, Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, for 
you gentiles”.  He is the apostle of the gentiles.  We have today, a special apostle from God without any 
association with the nation Israel. 
 
There are three stages in the fall politically.  There are three stages in the fall spiritually.  Both of these 
result in the blinding of a representative of the nation Israel. 
 
The fulness of the gentiles is not the same as the times of the gentiles.  Look back in Romans 11:12 for 
the word fulness.  Their fulness is speaking of their salvation. In verse 15, “For if the casting away of 
them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?”  The 
word “fulness” is a reference to salvation and life.  When Paul talks about the fulness of the Gentiles in 
verse 25, he is talking about something that is a reference to the mystery.  Paul doesn’t want you to be 
ignorant of this mystery.  Blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fulness of the gentiles.  He is 
talking about the completion of the body of Christ.  The fullness of the Gentiles to come has to do with 
the completion of the church, the body of Christ today.  When the church, the body of Christ, is 
completed, it will be raptured out.  After the church is raptured out, the times of the gentiles and Daniel 
will start again.  Please don’t mistake the times of the gentiles for the fulness of the Gentiles.  They are 
two different terms and they are two different programs.  One is prophecy and one is the mystery. 
 
"For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, [that issue of the separation and 
the fall to the same level of the Gentiles]" 
 
You know what happens?  Gentiles don't understand the mystery!  They see God set Israel aside and 
they say, "ah ha, he is through with them".  And they get wise in their own eyes.  They begin to develop 
their own wise plan about how God is through with Israel and they decide to do all this and that, but one 
day God Almighty is going to dump the gentiles and save Israel.  The greatest danger for any gentile on 
the face of the earth is to become wise in your conceit about that nation.  You have to realize that God is 
not through with them, God has just temporarily blinded them in order to form the church the Body of 
Christ.  Then he is going back to Israel.  Don't do something foolish. 
 
In verse 25 he talks about the mystery.   
 
25  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your 
own conceits;  [The problem that a Gentile is going to face is getting puffed up, getting proud.  Israel 
faced that problem.  They got proud and puffed up, and they fell because of it.  They wouldn't go in 
faith.  So Paul is warning the Gentiles, so they don't do the same thing.  “I would not have you to be 
ignorant of this mystery.”  What is it?]  that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of 
the Gentiles be come in. 
 
Something has happened to Israel, and it began right back there in Acts 7; then, they fall away through 
the rest of the Acts period.  The wrath of God is already on them.  It isn’t delayed until Acts 28.  1 
Thessalonians 2:14-16 
 
Israel today is blinded during the mystery program until the fullness is come in—the fullness that God 
needs to accomplish, Ephesians 1:22-23 where he talks about the body of Christ being “the fullness of 
Him that filleth all and all.”  So when this fullness that He is going to fill up the heavenly places with is 
complete, “all Israel shall be saved.”   
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Romans 11:26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There 
shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness 
from Jacob:  

In verse 26 he talks about all Israel being saved.  
 
Israel shall be saved.  Now what do you make out of that?  He is saying, I could wish myself accursed 
from Christ if that would help get them saved; my heart's desire and prayer to God is that they would be 
saved; and so all Israel is going to be saved.   I mean, I read that, and I say:  What in the world is that?  
Do you know what that is?  Paul has to be speaking with the dispensation of grace in view.  Paul knew 
the mystery—“lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, 
until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in,” (11:25)—until the body of Christ is completed.   
 
So after that, all Israel is going to be saved.  But Paul is saying, I would be willing to sacrifice this so that 
they would get saved now.   You see, Paul knows that they are going to be saved in the Ages to Come 
one day, but he is praying that they would be saved now.  He understands the mystery.  Paul knows the 
truth of the mystery, and the issue of the dispensation of grace, and the postponement of the kingdom at 
this time, and that kicks in the teeth, the Acts 28 position.    
 
Now that is a verse that people don’t know how to respond to.  Paul flat knew about the dispensation of 
grace.  He flat knew that the kingdom program wasn't coming in, and his desire was that that nation be 
saved.  They are going to be saved Paul, so why don't you just wait until then?  No, he knows something 
else is going on, and he is speaking in light of the dispensation of grace.  And the issue in chapters 9, 10, 
and 11, is the issue of what the mystery program has done to the status of the nation Israel.  It is 
important that you understand that Paul knew then, what the mystery was.   
 
Is Israel going to be saved?  Is she?  It says she is, doesn't it?  Does Paul know that she is going to be 
saved one day?  Since Paul knows that Israel is going to be saved—“so then all Israel shall be saved”—
what does he mean in chapter 10 that he wants some of them to get saved?  He is talking about 
individuals.  Look at 11:14.  
 
Romans 11:26  And so all Israel shall be saved: … 
 
In other words after the mystery program is completed, and the fulness of the Gentiles is come in, the 
blindness that is on Israel now will be taken away, and all Israel shall be saved as it is written.  The 
prophetic program is going to go back into effect.  Acts 3:19-20 

 

Romans 11:27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take 
away their sins.  

God’s purpose has always been the redemption of the world.  The nation Israel were to be a channel of 

blessing to the world.  It is not to be ultimately theirs alone, but will include the whole world but it was to 
be them first so they could take the blessing to the world. 
 
So when Christ came to earth, he came as their redeemer, because it is redeemed Israel, in The Ages To 
Come that will take the salvation message out to the nations of the Uncircumcision.   
That is jumping ahead and we want to show you how that transition is made.   When Christ came to 
earth, he came not as redeemer for you but he came explicitly as the redeemer for Israel.  Then, those 
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people who were redeemed took the blessing to the Gentiles.  That will change we when get to The Ages 
To Come. 
 
Israel was looking for a physical redemption from bondage as well as a spiritual redemption into their 
kingdom – the forgiveness of their sins, etc.  So Christ was Israel’s kinsman redeemer.  Let’s look at a 
verse now about when that program changed.  The middle wall of partition separated the Gentiles out 
from the nation Israel.  That is the reason that in the gospel accounts there is a limited redeemer with a 
limited redemption.  You had a situation where even though John would say, “God so loved the world,” 
Jesus told his disciples, “Don’t go to the Gentiles.”  Jesus said, “I am not sent but to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.”  There was a division between those two entities that God established and God’s 
purpose in the Abrahamic Covenant was to provide redemption for Israel through their kinsman 
redeemer and then, for the blessing of God to go out to the Gentiles through the instrumentality of that 
holy, redeemed people.  That does not change until you get to the But Now with the ministry committed 
by Christ to the Apostle Paul.  That is the time of the Body of Christ in the Dispensation of Grace in part 
of what the Word of God calls, The Mystery (the secret).  That is, something that was not made know 
prior to Paul’s appointment as the Apostle to the Gentiles.  1 Timothy 2:4-6. 
 
When is that?  In verse 26, "There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness 
from Jacob:" Right there! 
 
You are familiar with the passage.  It is a great passage on the future conversion of Israel and fulfillment 
of prophecy, (verse 26); and God's covenant with them, verse 27).  Mr. O'Hare used to say that verse 25 
indicates that He set Israel aside for a season, (temporarily, and partially), and for a reason.  For a 
season—for now—and for a reason—what is the reason?  That the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.   
 
“The fullness of the Gentiles”—get a definition here, carefully please, because, boy, there is controversy 
about this.  The fullness of the Gentiles is not “the times of the Gentiles,” as in Luke 21:24.  You know by 
now, from Daniel, what “the times of the Gentiles” is.  “The times of the Gentiles” is the political rulership 
of the Gentiles over the world governments—the Gentile rulership over the world government.  That is 
“the times of the Gentiles.”  The “fullness of the Gentiles” has nothing to do with that.  Most people take 
that passage, and refer to that; and that would mean that the body of Christ is going to go on into the 
millennium.  “Until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.”  Go back to verse 12. 
 
27  For this is my covenant unto them,[That’s the new covenant.] when I shall take away their sins.  
 
There is something that you need to notice about covenants.  All of the covenants that God made with 
Israel are based on the Abrahamic Covenant:  Genesis 12, 13, and 15.  The Abrahamic covenant has a 
number of conditions and provisions:   
 
1) He is going to make them a great nation.  He says:  “I will make of thee a great nation.”  So they are 
going to be a great nation. 
2) Then he says:  I will give you the land that you see.  And He gives them, not just the land, but He 
gives them the perimeters of the land.   
3) Then He said:  I will bless thee, and make you a blessing. He promises them redemption.   
 
Those three provisions are echoed in the three great covenants that God makes with the nation after 
Abraham: 
 
First is the Davidic covenant in 2 Samuel 7:12-13.  The Davidic covenant promises Israel a dynasty, and a 
nation with a throne and a government over it—the throne of David. 
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There is the Palestinian Covenant.  That is in Deuteronomy 30:5.  The Palestinian covenant assures Israel 
her possession of the land.  God gives the title deed, and the promise that Israel will get the land, get a 
nation, and a throne to dwell in that land. 
 
Then he gives them a New covenant, Jeremiah 31:31-33.  The New covenant is a covenant that provides 
spiritual blessing and redemption that is necessary for them to receive the land, and to have the throne 
and the nation in the land.   
 

So in order to fulfill the Davidic covenant and the Palestinian covenant, the provisions of the New 
covenant have to go into effect.  And when these provisions go into effect, He circumcises their hearts so 
they are qualified to receive the land, and He gives them the forgiveness of sins so that they can be His 
people, and dwell as a dynasty before Him.  So when he says there, “This is my covenant unto them, 
when I take away their sins,” the reason He is referring to the New covenant is that it is the covenant 
that allows the other provisions to be fulfilled.  And all of those things are necessary to fulfill the 
Abrahamic covenant to Israel.   
 

The reason we can go so quickly over these passages is that you are familiar with them.  We have been 
over them and over them, in all kinds of different classes, and you are thoroughly familiar with them.  

Verse 28:   
 
When will He take away their sins?  When the Deliverer comes out of Zion.  There is no doubt about it.  
We can go back in the Old Testament.  Both Peter and Paul are just following the new covenant laid 
down in the Old Testament.  You can go through fifty verses back here, but we don’t have time, so we’ll 
just get one.  Zechariah 12:10-12 
 

 

Romans 11:28  As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your 
sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers' 
sakes.  

"As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes:" That is today.  "…but as touching the 
election," (the purpose of God in the nation) "…they are beloved for the fathers' sakes."  God made 
promises to their fathers that he is going to keep because the gifts and the calling of God are without 
repentance. 
 
God's purpose for Israel has not been cancelled; it has just been postponed for a while.  So a bunch of 
dumb gentiles don't need to get wise in their own conceits and think that God is through with Israel and 
that is what is going to happen.  That is what is happening today.  That amillennial system will go right 
on out to the tribulation and the church of the anti-Christ will preach it. 
 
Now, that’s not God the Father - that’s Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Always, when you read back there in 
the Old Testament, “I’m the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob,” understand that those 
men are the fathers of the nation.  That’s who Genesis 12 through 50 is all about.  It’s about Abraham, 
about Isaac, and about Jacob and his sons.  So it’s important to understand that what we are dealing 
with here in Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and his boys, is the origin of the nation Israel.  It’s the source from 
whence they came.   
 
Now, if you go back to Genesis 12, you’ll also see that's the focus of what is going on here.  Genesis 12:3 
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Romans 11:28  As concerning the gospel, they [Israel] are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the 
election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes.  [That is the covenants and promises that God has made 
to the patriarchs.] 
 
As touching the gospel, they are enemies for your sake.  Down to verse 27, he has been dealing with the 
future conversion of Israel.  He has been dealing with the fact that God isn't through with Israel;  He is 
going to restore them.  Beginning in verse 28 and going through verse 32, he shifts his attention from 
the future, to the present.  These verses look at our present responsibility and thinking about Israel.  
What is our responsibility to Israel?  As concerning the gospel, they, (right now), are enemies for your 
sakes.  They are cut off, and cast away.  Why?  For the benefit of the Gentiles.  
 
but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. 
 
Write down by that verse, Romans 9:11—the purpose of God according to election.  As touching God's 
election—God’s purpose for the nation—they are beloved for the fathers’ sake—not the sake of God the 
Father, but the fathers:  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the patriarchs.  That word fathers is plural.   
 

 

Romans 11:29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.  

Notice that!  God's purpose in the nation, His promises to Israel, His gifts and calling, the position and 
status of the special privilege that He gave them, is without any change.  God is going to do it.  He has 
postponed it, we learned that in Roman's 9.  He has held it up, because He had another purpose that He 
was going to accomplish; but He hasn't abandoned it.  They haven't been abandoned, they have just 
been postponed for a while; and that is the point of what we are reading here.  You need to get that 
context of Roman's 11; because without it, you are never going to get through this passage; because 
there are folks that take Romans 11 and abuse it.   
 
There are people that go to verses 22 and 23 and say:  See, you can loose your salvation if you don't 
continue in faith.  The Acts 28ers take it, and say:  See, you people have all been grafted in, and you are 
all really a part of Israel; and all that stuff back there is all Israel, and the Gentiles down there—who are 
on the wrong side of the Middle Wall of Partition—really come up to be a part of Israel; when the 
passage says that Israel has been put down there with the Gentiles.  And people get it all tangled up.  
Remember the context.  The context is Paul demonstrating that God isn't through with Israel, all though 
right now, they have been temporarily set aside.  Verse 16: 
 
29  For the gifts [That will be chapter 9:4, 5, all those spiritual privileges and offices that they held.] and 
calling of God [Exodus 19, 1 Peter 2:9, and passages like that, about what God called them to be.] are 
without repentance.   
 
God's purpose for Israel hasn't been canceled, hasn't been changed, hasn't been aborted.  It has simply 
been postponed for a while.  God's purposes aren't changing.  So what do we know about Israel?  God 
isn't through with them.   
 
They might not be getting it today, but they will get it one day.  Well, then what is God doing in the 
interval?  He is forming the church, the body of Christ and we too have been made participants in an 
adoption.  We too have an adoption. 
 
And again, Jesus Christ in his resurrection is given that adoption.  He is given a name and is declared to 
be the Father’s Son.  He is appointed heir of all things, not just the things on the earth but all things.  
You know in  
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Colossians 1:16-18 that he is made the head of the body that he might have preeminence in all things, all 
the positions of rank and authority in the heavens not just on the earth.   
 
So, Israel receives her adoption.  The Nation is resurrected; the saints in time past are physically 
resurrected to go in – Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and so forth sit down in the kingdom of heaven with 
the nations.  And the nation Israel is resurrected, and the nation Israel sits on that throne.  The Nation’s 
resurrection is not a physical resurrection like an individual being dead and coming to life, but it is the 
resurrection of the Nation – the national resurrection. 
 
We studied in Daniel 12 that the Nation is resurrected and appointed heir of all things.  All of the saved 
Israelites and so forth that receive the reward of the inheritance are in the kingdom.  His inheritance in 
the earth is gained through Israel.   
 
Now, the body of Christ will be declared to be his sons and share in his inheritance in the heavenly 
places.  The time appointed of the Father is the resurrection of the body.  Romans 8:23 – “… waiting for 
the adoption.”  That is the public attestation that we are the sons of God and if sons then heirs of God, 
with Christ Jesus according to Galatians 4.  We share his inheritance.  Notice Romans 8:15 
  

 

Romans 11:30 For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have 
now obtained mercy through their unbelief:   

How?  The Gentiles got mercy through Israel’s unbelief.  God set Israel aside, and the Gentiles got 
mercy. 
 
In Time Past, the Gentiles did not believe God.  In Time Past God had called out a nation (Israel) and 
then set them aside because of their own unbelief.  So now, the called-out nation was in unbelief just as 
were the Gentiles.  This is Ephesians 2 repeated. 

 

Romans 11:31 Even so have these also now not believed, that through 
your mercy they also may obtain mercy.  

God set Israel aside in the position of any other Gentile nation—any other nation of the earth.  Why? 
That He might have mercy on everybody on an equal basis.  The point is, that God did not set Israel 
aside out of spite and vengeance and anger.  He did not put them in a place where they could not get 
saved.  What He did is this:  just when it was time for the wrath to fall on them, (which would have 
destroyed them), He interrupted the wrath; and put in a program where unbelieving Israel could get 
saved.  They were not going to be saved in the Great Tribulation.  They were going to be destroyed.  
Even for unbelieving Israel, the Dispensation of Grace is a boon.  It is a blessing, and they should have 
recognized it as such.   
 
Go back to Romans 11:11, and notice the last part of that verse:  “but rather through their fall salvation 
is come unto the Gentiles, [Notice this:] for to provoke them to jealousy.” 
 
I want you to understand this thing about provoking Israel to jealousy.  Paul conducts his ministry in the 
last half of the book of Acts with a view.  One of the things he was trying to do was to provoke 
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unbelieving Israel to jealousy.  That will help you to understand something about Paul’s ministry during 
the Acts period.  In the book of Acts, Paul speaks in tongues.  See 1 Corinthians 14:21-22. 
 
God concluded the Gentile in unbelief, then in the Book of Acts he concluded the Jew in unbelief.  They 
both are fallen and now God can have mercy on all men without any distinction between them.  We have 
before proven that both Jew and Gentile are under sin.  
 
The books of Matthew to John describe the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ to Israel only.  Therefore I 
know that those books are in Time Past.  The distinction between the Circumcision and the 
Uncircumcision is still there in those books.     
 
Time Past      But Now  Ages To Come 
 

Genesis  ……………..>M,M,L,J, Acts      Rom – Philemon Heb – Revelation 
 
In the Book of Acts, salvation goes to Israel first.  The distinction between Jew and Gentile is still there.  
It is not until you come to Paul’s epistles that you read of no difference between them. 
 
In Hebrews through Revelation, the very first book tells you the distinction is in place again.  Those 
books fit in the Ages To Come.    
 
The index in your Bible lays out a dispensational understanding of exactly how God operates.   The 
earthly ministry of Christ is clearly in Time Past.  The Book of Acts is transitional in nature in that it starts 
out with the gospel going to the Jews and then including the Gentiles and then, when the nation fell, to 
both Jew and Gentile in like manner.  Romans through Philemon is the dispensation of Grace and 
Hebrews through Revelation, the Ages To Come.  That is right division of the Word of God as described 
in Ephesians 2.  That is taking Paul’s viewpoint of God’s program and how it is laid out.  That is verse 
with verse, scripture with scripture, rightly dividing the Word of God.   
 
32  For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, [Everybody is concluded in unbelief today.  Gentiles 
were in Genesis 9; Israel is in Acts 7.  So everybody is in unbelief.  Why?]  that he might have mercy 
upon all.  [That he might have mercy on everybody, without any distinction.] 

 
Now that passage right there gives you the true motive for Jewish evangelism.  They come along today 
with all this business about evangelizing Jews, with the idea that you go out and tell that Jew that he is 
something special in God's program.  No, no, no.  You go and tell him that he is something special, and 
he will accept you, but he will still turn your Savior down.  You are just appealing to his carnality and his 
pride.  What you do, Paul is saying there, is show Israel why they are in their present condition.   
 

Why is it that they are forsaken by God?  Why is it that they are in the woeful condition that they are in 
today?  God has concluded them in unbelief.  He set the nation aside, but what does that do for the 
individual Jew?  Doesn't that work out for his supreme benefit?  Can't he now simply by faith become a 
member of the body of Christ, have a position in heavenly places, and receive mercy along with all other 
men?  Can't he stand in a high and heavenly and wonderful position today?  Oh yeah!  That is what you 
do—go explain the situation to him, and give him the truth.  Then he finishes:  listen to this.  Romans 
11:33-36 

 

 

Romans 11:32 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he 
might have mercy upon all.  
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Romans 11:33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways 
past finding out!  

Romans 11:34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath 
been his counsellor?  

Romans 11:35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be 
recompensed unto him again?  

Romans 11:36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: 
to whom be glory for ever. Amen.  

What more could you say than that?!  Paul turns around, and he looks at the dispensational dealings of 
God with Israel and the Gentiles, and he says:  Wow!  Bless God!  Look at the manifold, unsearchable 
wisdom of God!  And when you understand what God is doing dispensationally today, you will have that 
appreciation too.  
 
All things—our salvation, the dispensation of grace—were planned by Him, it is wrought through Him, 

and it redounds, one day, to His eternal glory.  I hope you understand some things now, and can have an 
accurate understanding and appreciation of the dispensation of grace, and how God's purposes today are 
working; and what the present situation is dispensationally in light of the gospel that Paul 

 

 

Romans: 12 

Romans 12 begins a new section in the book of Romans.  The issue is that the believer is to respond to 
the mercies of God that we have studied about in the first eleven chapters, by offering our lives to the 
Lord, and living in a way that is well pleasing to Him.  We have been over the doctrinal sections—the first 
8 chapters—and we saw the two basic doctrinal issues:  justification, and then being filled with the 
Spirit—the issue of all that God has done, and how He has equipped us to live and function as members 
of the body of Christ on the planet, in our lives here.  We saw all that He has done for us to make us 
acceptable before Him, and the way that He has equipped us.  We saw all the assets that are ours that 
allow us to be able to live for Him, and to be all that He wants us to be. 
 
Then we saw the historical and dispensational issues in chapters 9-11:  how God has a purpose today 
that has caused Him to interrupt the prophetic program, hold up that prophetic purpose in order to 
execute the purpose that is involved in the dispensation of grace.  God isn't through with Israel, you’re 
not spiritual Israel.  He will take up with them in the Ages to Come, but right now He has something else 
that He is doing.   
 
And then we begin chapter 12 with:  “I beseech you therefore, brethren”—on the basis of all these other 
things, “I beseech you.”  Again, I call your attention to the fact that to be beseeched is to be requested 
to do something motivated by grace.  The whole issue in the rest of this passage is going to be the issues 
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of grace motivation.  The operative principles of grace motivation are going to be dealt with here, and 
the issue of walking as sons, and the motivational framework that gives us the ability to be empowered 
by grace in the details of our lives on a daily basis are what he is going to deal with now.  It is just the 
issues of practical living under grace, and letting grace live and function. 

 

A Living Sacrifice 

(12:1,2 principle of liberty and freedom) 

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service.  

Any time you see the word therefore, always ask yourself the question:  What is it there for?  Therefore 
always points you back to what he has just said previously.  On the basis of what he has just taught in 
chapters 1 through 11 about the mercies and goodness of God to us through Calvary, he said, “do this.” 
 
Why would God want your body if it is a body of sin?  God has killed that thing as far as the spiritual 
condition of it dominating your life.  But as far as it being an instrument and a vehicle through which your 
soul can operate, and in which it is geographically located, and by which you can walk in the Spirit and 
use it, that is a different story.  It is the difference between those two things. 
 
“I beseech you therefore...”  Based on everything that has gone before.  He opens up a new section in 
Romans here, and it is the last great foundation pillar of the book.  You will remember that we studied 
and saw that the book of Romans is divided into three basic sections.  The first 8 chapters deal with the 
issue of salvation and how the gospel saves us.  Chapters 9-11 deal with the gospel’s relationship to 
Israel—what has happened to Israel now that the gospel of grace is in effect.  Chapters 12-16, deal with 
how to live—practical living in an age of grace—and it is the fourth great foundation pillar to Paul's 

gospel.   
 
First, there is the issue of justification by grace through faith, plus nothing.  It is the issue of our 
justification through the crosswork of Christ, and how God has given us eternal life, and made us secure 
in Him, and the absolute completely acceptable position that we have in Christ through the work of 
Calvary in chapters 1-5. 
 
Then we see in chapters 6-8, the issue of living under the control of grace.  We are not only justified by 
grace, but we are living under grace.  We are dead to sin, we are dead to the law, and we are dead to 
the flesh; and we live under the control of grace.  God has equipped us to live on the earth, to live our 
lives now.  We have all these assets and we have all this position and all these things that God has given 
us that have equipped us to live for Him.   
 
Then he turns to the dispensation of grace in chapters 9-11, and you have to understand that we are not 
spiritual Israel.  God is not through with Israel.  God is going to bring them in to their promised kingdom.  
He has interrupted His program with Israel.  He has held up His purpose and plan and program with 
Israel to give them their kingdom and to restore the earth back under the authority of God through the 
kingdom that is committed and given to Israel.  He has interrupted that program and that purpose, to 
execute another purpose first; and that is the purpose of forming the body of Christ.   
 
Now after he gets through all of that, he comes to chapter 12, and he says:  “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren.”  In other words, he is going to add one last thing.  You see all these wonderful things God has 



given you—all these mercies—you see justification by grace, you see the issue of living under the control 
of grace and being under the grace program.  You see the issue of the dispensation of grace, what has 
happened to Israel.  Now, I beseech you on the basis of that…by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
 
He is going to deal with you about some practical instructions about how to take all that other stuff that 
he has discussed and identified, and apply it to the details of your life.  If you go back in your frame of 
reference and think through Romans, you should have a solid understanding of your sonship position in 
Christ and all that that encompasses.  And now he says:  you see all that, now I want you to walk like a 
son.  I want you to handle the details of your life as a son, not as a child under bondage like Israel's 
program was; but as a son, an adult.  He says:  “I beseech you therefore, brethren, that ye present your 
bodies.”  There is something interesting about the passage in this regard.  The verse will fit either after 
chapter 11, where it is—with the mercies of God there, where it talks of the depths of both the wisdom 
and knowledge of God in verse 33, how unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out.  
He gives a great doxology.  It also would correspond to chapter 8:38-39, the issue about nothing 
separating you from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  But there is a real interesting thing the way the 
book is laid out. 
 
If you go to chapter 8, when you get into chapter 8, beginning at verse 18, where he says the sufferings 
of this present time aren't worthy to be compared to what?  The glory that shall follow.  When does that 
glory come?  When you go out at the rapture.  Chapter 8 ends with issues about going out, our 
glorification, and that inheritance that we are going to have in the future.  In chapter 8, he ends with the 
issue of our sonship inheritance, and because of that inheritance we are going to have as sons, we can 
endure down here.   
 
Then you have chapters 9-11, where he deals with Israel, with the Jewish question.   
 
Then you have chapters 12-16, and in 12:1, he says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that ye present your bodies.”  As what?  Living sacrifices.  Now what did you do with a sacrifice 
in Time Past?  They killed it, but is this a dead sacrifice here that he is talking about?  No.  It is a living 
sacrifice.  Well, how can you be a living sacrifice?  You have to be a living dead person.  Are you a living 
dead person?  You are crucified with Christ back here.  “Nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me:  and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me.”  Don't you understand that the issue of Romans 6 is that you have been identified 
with Christ in His death, His burial, His resurrection?  You understand how that can take place when you 
get to chapter 12, because you have come through chapters 1-8, haven't you?  What do you do when 
you get over here?  He says, now, “present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service.”  He is talking about presenting your body to the Lord now, in the same 
manner that you will when you get your glorified body over there. 
 
We are here in the dispensation of grace.  [See Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth chart.]  At the rapture, 
we go out.  There is Israel in the tribulation period, and we come back with Him, and Paul says:  hey, 
right now, I want you to present your body, just like you are going to present your glorified body to Him 
out over there.  Let me show you how that works.  Come back to chapter 6.  I pointed this out to you 
before.  Get chapter 6 in one hand and Philippians 3.  Folks, the issue of presenting your body a living 
sacrifice has to do with having the resurrected life of the Lord Jesus Christ being manifested and living—
demonstratively on display—in you right now.  Romans 6:13 
 
“I beseech you therefore, brethren.”  Now you understand that the issue of beseeching is the issue of a 
son's response.  Have you ever noticed that children don't very often operate on the basis of gratitude?  
Who do you expect to operate on the basis of gratitude?  A wife.  Do children get married?  Adults get 
married.  He says, I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you what?  That you 
present yourself.  You see, it is an act of personal choosing.  When he says I beseech you that you 
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present your bodies, that presentation is an act.  You are to act as a responsible son, as a responsible 
adult, on the basis of His goodness to you.  You don't act out of legal constraint, but you make a 
personal choice to a certain course of action based on your own choosing:  I see all that God has done 
for me, and that creates gratitude and love in my heart, and I choose to present myself to Him in 
response to that.  That is adult sonship.  That is maturity—a mature understanding and walk. 
 
It is children that you put under constraints, and make them do.  It is an adult who stands, and out of his 
own free choosing, chooses to serve and present himself. 
 
And then we begin chapter 12 with:  “I beseech you therefore, brethren”—on the basis of all these other 
things, “I beseech you.”  Again, I call your attention to the fact that to be beseeched is to be requested 
to do something motivated by grace.  The whole issue in the rest of this passage is going to be the issues 
of grace motivation.  The operative principles of grace motivation are going to be dealt with here, and 
the issue of walking as sons, and the motivational framework that gives us the ability to be empowered 
by grace in the details of our lives on a daily basis are what he is going to deal with now.  It is just the 
issues of practical living under grace, and letting grace live and function. 
 
Before we go on into chapter 13 tonight, I want to go back into Romans 12 and comment on two things 
that we didn't get to last time.  The first thing is regarding service. 
 
Romans 12:1 
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
 
It is not until now, not until you get to Romans 12, that Paul ever really focuses on the issue of service.  
You see how all of a sudden in chapter 12, he has gotten involved in the doing, doing, doing:  relate to 
this, do this, do that, and all that stuff we have been through.  It is not until you get to chapter 12 that 
he focuses on your individual function in the body of Christ; and the reason for that is that it takes the 
maturity that you have gained up to this point in order to identify the position that you have in the body 
of Christ.  Paul knows that you have to get that design; you have to get that foundation laid.   
 
Gentlemen, the issue in these last few chapters is:  now that you have gotten all this information, this 
stuff applies to your life.  To go out and to execute the sonship walk, here are some practical instructions 
for living under grace.  He begins to do that, and he begins to deal with the issue of service.  Let me say 
this to you.  We have come this far in Romans, and we have the doctrines and so forth down, and you 
need to right now start praying much about a particular direction in your life.  You need to start 
watching, and observing yourself.  You need to begin now, because you are ready now.  Up until now 
you haven't been ready, and I haven't encouraged you to really begin to try to say:  this is exactly what 
the Lord wants out of me in the body of Christ.  But I am going to encourage you to do that in the 
future, because you have now come through the basic information that gives you the foundation.   
 
If you haven't got the information, that is one thing; but you brethren sitting here in the class week after 
week and on the video, are getting the information.  You know whether you have gotten it or not; and 
once you have gotten the information—the first three foundational footings—then he goes to the fourth 
one. 
 
The fourth one has to do with being able to know what you are in the body of Christ for, and getting on 
with your service.  Service doesn't begin for the Lord until you get to Romans 12:1; and after that it 
begins to go at a fast clip.  In the next year or so, these things are going to solidify in your mind and 
heart.  It is not going to be long before these things begin to put themselves in place, and you need to 
be watching, and praying.  Be aware of these issues:  the position that you have in Christ, and what it is 
in the body of Christ that you are there for, and being able to be a perfected saint who can identify what 
it is that the Lord is doing in his life.  These things will begin to come into place.   
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Some of you have already gotten ministries going, others have not.  But regardless of that, the issues are 
here, and that level of maturity has to be reached.  Once you reach it, then the Lord will give you the 
capacity to discern in the details of your life what it is that He put you in the body for—what function it is, 
and where you ought to exercise that position that He has given to you.  So I encourage you to be 
thinking on those issues.  In our third and final year, our class is going to focus, and be geared on things 
that are going to bring you to the place where you ought to be able to identify these things.  It is not on 
the basis of self will or self importance or personal desires, but on the basis of an adequate and proper 
understanding of what it is that God has given you, and where you are spiritually.  The spiritual maturity 
level soon will be there, and the information will have been placed into your soul to give you that edifice 
of sound doctrine out of which you can function.   
 
The foundation is being laid in Romans, and we are almost finished with it.  So you need to become 
aware of these things, and begin to pray earnestly that the Lord will stir up the things in your heart to 
give you the discernment.  Begin to observe yourself.  Think about what the Lord is doing in your life, 
and be ready to respond to those things as they come up.  That was the first thing that I wanted to say. 
 

 

Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  

The ability to think soberly comes from where?  It comes from sound doctrine.  It comes from the 
renewed mind in verse 2.  “Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  That renewed mind gives 
you an ability to think differently.  Now you can think about things as they really are, and that renewed 
mind and that renewed thinking has to do with thinking as an adult, and walking as an adult.   
 
What Paul is going to do through chapters 12-15, is to describe to you how it is that you and I, under 

grace, are to walk as adults—mature sons.  And he is going to talk about your sonship walk—not just the 
position and inheritance; but the fact that right now, God has equipped you to walk, and to handle the 
details of your life as a mature adult.  Remember what we talked about before about maturity and 
adults?  Do you remember Galatians 4?  (We will get over there in a minute and look at that when we get 
in verse 3.)   
 

The heir, when he is a child, doesn't differ anything from a servant, but is under tutors.  He has 
somebody telling him what to do and when to do it; but when he comes of age and becomes an adult, 
what does he do?  Does anybody tell him that he has to do this and do this and this?  No.  He makes up 
his own mind that this is the right thing to do.  He has to decide.  Nobody is going to come along and tell 
him what is right and wrong now.  He has to discern on his own what is right and wrong, doesn't he, and 
he has to choose to do it.   
 

Paul is going to tell you in the rest of these chapters, the standards—here are the ways, here is the 
mechanism, here is the procedure to go about living as an adult.  Here is the thinking process that you 
are to have.  Verse 2. 
 
Romans 12:2 
 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
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You are to be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Now first, he says, don't be conformed to the 
world.  What is he talking about?  He is saying, as a child of God, don't be pressed into the mold, 
conformed to something.  That is, pressed in the shape of something.  Don't be conformed to this world.  
What does it mean by “this world”?  Come over to Galatians 1.  You want to understand some things 
about the world now, so that you understand what worldliness is.  Galatians 1:3-4 
 
Comment:  You know, outside of the classroom environment, this is real rough to put in practical use 
when you get out there in our world.  I find it real difficult for me.   
 

A:  Well, I'll go through that with you next time, that is why I was wanting to get down through verses 3 
to 5; because when we get there, we are going to go over in I Corinthians, and I will show you how Paul 
takes the Corinthians through that.  Corinthians is going to be a commentary on this part of Romans, just 
as Galatians was in the first part.  He takes the Corinthians through the process.  He says, here are some 
details in your lives that y'all don't know how to figure out what to do with.  Let me show you how to 
apply Romans 12 to these details; and he gives them two standards that you can apply to any situation in 
your life that will determine for you what the will of God is.  He shows them how to think it through.  We 
are going to go over that in detail next time, and you’ll see that.  I understand what you are saying about 
it being difficult sometimes to know exactly how to apply all these things.  The reason for that is that we 
are looking for ways to apply it.  We are looking outside of us, rather than letting it come out of us from 
the inside, and you will see that next time.  I hope it will be clear to you.  You have to get this foundation 
in verses 1 and 2:  this is the thinking process whereby you get a renewed mind.  There is a way to think 
that produces the transformation, that is what he is saying; and First Corinthians is a whole book of 
practical illustrations of it. 
 
Q:  Will the renewed mind generate a will that will overpower the will of the flesh? 
 
A:  No.  You have the body of sin.  Then you have your soul, which is who you are.  Then you have your 
spirit.  You are your soul, and your will is a function of your soul.  Sin dwells in your body. The new 
nature, the new man—is in your spirit.   
 

 
You store up this sound doctrine in your soul, and you get that information in there, and then on the 
basis of this divine viewpoint—not the old human viewpoint, but the divine viewpoint—your will is 
strengthened, fortified by this doctrine to choose to walk in your new man rather than in your body of 
sin.  Now that doesn't mean that you won't walk in line with what the world does—to walk in the flesh is 
just to walk in line with the dictates of the world system as given to you by the flesh.  To walk in the 
spirit is to walk in line with what the Spirit of God is doing.  You are in the middle, (the soul), so to speak. 
 
We have already studied Romans 6, 7, and 8, how you are free from sin.  You remember that you are 
alive unto God, but if you don't renew your mind, if you don't have that new way of thinking that 
matches the way the Spirit of God thinks, then you’ll be walking in the flesh.  If you don’t have the mind 
of Christ through that doctrine, then you are never going to walk in the spirit; you are never going to 
have the capacity. 
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Now, what the Spirit of God does is work in you through the Word, as you put that information in there, 
and you by faith—by a conscious act of your choice—choose to walk on that basis.  Let me say it like this.  
Say you have this filing cabinet, and that two thirds of it is filled with old human viewpoint.  One third of 
it is new divine viewpoint.  So two thirds of it is human view point, and you have replaced one third of it 
with divine viewpoint.  When you walk in this way of thinking, (human viewpoint), what are you walking 
in?  In the flesh.  When you walk in this way of thinking, (divine viewpoint), what are you walking in?  In 
the Spirit.  You determine which way you walk on the basis of what you are thinking, and the way you 
are going; and that doesn't mean, “Oh, I just wish I was walking in the spirit,” because we make fleshly 
our desires for sanctification, because the religions of the world tell you to do right. 
 
The way you think, and the way God thinks is when God says be kind one to another, then you know 
how God thinks and you know what God wants, and so you know what to do.  But what your flesh says 
is, “I have a right to be mad.”  Then you say, “Yeah, but I got a right not to be.”  Why?  Because God 
told me that I can.  So it is a thinking process and you have to think.  It is a mental process that you go 
by.  What we do is react, and the sin nature is what reacts.  As soon as you are conscious of what you 
are doing, (that is thinking), what do you do?  Stop, and say, “I don't have to walk in the flesh, I'll walk 
in the spirit,” and the more that you put sound doctrine in there—the more you build it up—the more you 
take out of that filing system the idea that “I can't stop, I can't not do it, I can't, I have to react.”  The 
more you take those old ideas out, and you put in, “Hey, I can stop,” the more you’ll be walking in the 
spirit.  See, I am running through something and I react, and I blow my stack, or I do whatever I'm 
going to do, you know, and then I come across the little thing in my file system that says I can stop.  
Well, the closer I move that to the front, the quicker I stop.  How do you move it closer to the front?  
Throw some of the other pages out, so you walk more on the basis of the divine viewpoint.  I am going 
to try to show you how that process works next time. 
 
We have talked about the passage down to that point, and we have talked about the issue of presenting 
your body a living sacrifice, and that your life is to be holy and acceptable unto God in the details, and 
that your service for the Lord begins with the execution of what is involved in this passage.  Verse 2 is 
very critical.  “Be not conformed to this world.”  Last time we went over I John 2, and I tried to show you 
those three categories in which the things of the world fall.  The world evaluates and esteems things on 
the basis of three categories:  the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.  And you 
are not to be conformed to that value system; that is not to be the system whereby you value and 
esteem things.  That’s the system of the world, and the love of the Father—the Father's value system—
isn’t in that kind of thing. 
 
“Be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed.”  How?  By the renewing of your mind.  
Transformation in this age—in the age of grace, in the dispensation of grace—comes through a renewed 
mind.  That is, a new mental process, a new way of thinking.  You get rid of the old way of thinking.  
What is the old way of thinking?  That is the old man, the old human viewpoint that you were trained 
with from the time that you were an infant.   
 
That is one of the reasons that it is important for you, as a believer, to raise your children in the things of 
the Lord.  Do you understand?  If you can take a child and teach him Christian principles and ways of life, 
when he gets saved, he has a head start on some of you, doesn't he?  Sure, he does.  Why?  Not that he 
learned it from the Spirit of God.  He wasn't saved.  But he learned habits of living that are in line with 
what they should be.  His thinking is already oriented in the right way.  It is a great advantage to have 
been raised in a Christian home.  Most of us don't have that advantage. 
 
That is one of the joys at the church.  Friday night, we are going to have another 50th wedding 
anniversary, and it is a joy to go to those things, see 150-200 people gather together, and see godly 
generations:  people who have raised their kids, and their kids are saved, and their grandkids are saved.  
Friday night, I am going to speak.  They asked me if I would preach—no problem.  But Alice told me:  “I 
have got a niece and a couple of cousins that aren't saved.”  How would you like to get your family 
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together, and say I have a niece and a couple of cousins that aren't saved?  Wouldn't that be wonderful?  
It sure would, brother.  I can't do that.  That is a great thing.  Well, let's pass that thing down; and you 
have the opportunity.  Maybe you can't look back at it, but you can look forward to it, can't you?  Could 
you see your kids like that?  Your grandkids, and your great grandkids, and let your kids be able to say 
that?  So when you hit your 50th anniversary, and we all come and ding on the glasses for you, then we 
can say that about you.  That's great.   
 
That renewed thinking, that renewed way of thinking, is important.  It is critical that you understand that, 
because when you renew something, you take out the old material, the old worthless, valueless, worn-
out, no-good stuff, and you throw it out.  And you replace it with the new material.  We talked about 
that, and I tried to show you in II Corinthians 3 how that process works as you take in the doctrine—the 
divine viewpoint, the sound doctrine—and the Word of God works.  God the Holy Spirit gives you a new 
mental process, a new way to think.  So he says you develop this new thinking process.  Come over to II 
Corinthians 10.  There is a passage that I wanted to look at with you, and we haven't done it yet.  There 
is a term that I want to give you so that you understand it.  2 Corinthians 10:3-5 
 
There is something in the rest of Romans 12:2 that I want you to see.   
 

“Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  Someone asked me last week, how you get the 
transformation.  You get it by that renewed thinking process.  That is why he says in verse 3, to think 
soberly.  How many times have I told you, the hardest thing that you are ever going to do is to try to get 
people to think?  I told you about the guy that used to come to our church in Selma, who finally told me:  
“I'm not coming here anymore.” 
I said, “Why not?”   
He said, “You have to work too hard to come here” 
And I said, “Good night nurse, you don't have to do anything to come here.  What do you mean, you 
have to work?” 
“You make us think too much,” he said. 
I just opened the door for him.  There wasn't anything else to do for a fellow like that.   
 
No sin ever creeps up into your life, no failure, no short coming, no operating on human viewpoint ever 
comes up into your life, except first there is a long slow process of bad thinking.  And you can tell me 
what you want to, and you can blow smoke at me or yourself or anybody else, and say that isn't so.  It is 
a fact.  That is what the book says.  I don't care what you say.  That book can go right inside of you and 
tell you what you are doing when you are not even conscious of doing it.  You see, “the heart,” (what 
does that verse say?), “is deceitful and desperately wicked, who can know it?”  (Jeremiah 17:9)  “I the 
Lord search the heart, I try the reins.”  That is what the next verse says.  Let God tell you about it.  So 
what do you do?  You operate on the basis of what He says.  Go back to 12:2.   
 
Romans 12:2 
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind,  
 
With that renewed thinking, we have replaced the human viewpoint with the define viewpoint; and the 
Holy Spirit takes that divine viewpoint, and uses it to empower us in our service for Christ.  The more of 
that divine viewpoint that we have stored up, the more He uses it in our soul.  That is where the power 
comes from—the Spirit of God taking His Word, and empowering and motivating us.  Philippians 2:13 
 
Alright, I begin to operate on the way that God thinks about the details of my life, I get rid of the 
unworthy, and I get rid of the sinful practices—the overtly, easily determined-to-be-wrong things:  
adultery, drinking, smoking, cussing, gambling and all that kind of stuff.  Those things are just easy to 
determine; they’re things you grew up knowing were wrong.  You get rid of those unworthy things.  Then 
you begin to look at the details of your life, and have a choice about what you ought to do.  Didn't you 
gentlemen have to choose whether or not you were going to go to school?  Would it have been wrong for 
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you not to have gone to school?  Could there have been something good that you could have done 
instead of gone to school?  Sure.  Didn't you have to sit down and decide what was best?   
 

Aren't you having to decide that right now?  Some of you are getting some conflicts in your schedule 

because of timing, you are beginning to grow, and you have ministry beginning to go, and you are 
having to say:  wait a minute.  Don't you have to sit down and deal with things like that?  I do it on a 
daily basis.  Here are priorities, and none of my choices are bad things.  I could do any of the things, and 
they would be good things; but some will be better than others, and then there are a few of them that 
will be the best and wisest use of my skills and abilities and time.  So what are you looking for?  You are 
looking for that ability to discern them, and to choose what?  To choose what is perfect.  That is what he 
is after.  The way you get that is that renewed mind.  Do you follow what he is saying? 
 
“Be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed…”  He is not talking about you just getting rid of 
a few little problems.  He is talking about you developing an ability to discern the will of God in every 
detail of your life; not just between the bad and the good.  Most of us begin struggling with the bad and 
the good, don't we?  But Paul is talking about being able to take a whole bunch of things that are good, 
and sorting them through, and seeing what is the best, the excellent, the perfect. 
 
Here is an example:  you are going to face an issue some time about where to have your ministry—
where to go preach, and that kind of thing.  Is it right to preach the Word?  Three places want you to 
come and preach, to come and be their pastor.  Are any of them bad?  That is a good opportunity, isn't 
it?  All of those are good choices, but you need to have the ability to discern.  You need to be able to 
figure out the details, and be able to discern on your own through the knowledge and information that 
you have stored up, what the will of God for you is.  You are not looking for some divine extra-Biblical 
revelation coming in and knocking you on the head, or knocking you down.  You are not looking for some 
circumstantial thing.  You are not looking out, but you’re looking in. 
 
When I say you need to decide on your own, I don't mean independent, and self-willed.  I mean, have 
your will conformed to His will, and have the capacity to discern as an adult son—to act like an adult.  My 
Daddy used to say:  “Make up your own feeble mind.”  Or:  “Can't you make up your feeble mind?”  
That's it; choose the right thing.   
 

Folks, that is a fantastic privilege—to act as adult sons.  I hope that you will remember right here, 
Galatians 4, the passage about not being under tutors and governors, but He has made us sons, and we 
have that privilege.  Galatians 4:1-7 
 
Let's go back to Roman's 12.  What I am trying to get you to comprehend is the issue of proving, 
because on the basis of that renewed mind, you determine what is the good, acceptable, and perfect will 
of God.  That is why when you read all these “how to” books:  how to do this, and how to do the next 

thing, and how to do the next thing, and how to do the next thing, and they give you these six steps.  If 
you will do this, you will get this result.  That is the reason that they don't work.  Because it is your 
responsibility to learn the principles and then to apply them on the basis of your proving; you make up 
your own mind.  You determine on your own what is right; and again, I am not talking about self-willed.  
What are you bring every thought into captivity to?  The obedience of Christ.  
 
So it is not just going out with the attitude:  “I'll just go out and decide what I want to do.”  It isn't that 

at all.  Why?  Because you have to properly esteem what you should do.  What should you do?  What 
you want to do?  No.  See.  Your conscious says no—no to self will.  That is the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eyes, the pride of life.  “I am not going to do it,” or “I am going to do it on the basis of what God 
values and esteems.”  That is different.  “I am going to choose to act in a proper and responsible manner 
based on that doctrine that I understand about what God is doing today.” 
 
That is why I keep harping at you about: 
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1.  Your identification in Christ—your oneness with him, and   
2.  The fact that you have to find out what God is doing today and do it. 
 
You know how I use terminology like “stuff.”  Alan and Nancy are telling me about a fellow who doesn't 
like to hear me talk about “stuff.”  He says, don't say “stuff” so much.  Leave all that “stuff” out, you 
know, and I talk about “stuff:”  “That is the “stuff” that life is made out of.”  Okay?  That is a good Bible 
word.  Back in the Old Testament, they “stayed by the stuff.”  So you are going to be conscious of me 
saying that now.  That is alright, but remember where it comes from.  That is where the issue is.  Verse 
3:   
 
The issue in Romans 12 is, let's take this doctrine that you have, and let's see it applied to the details of 
your life.  So he starts out by telling you: 
 
Romans 12:1-2 
1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
 
“Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”  And 
don't be conformed to this world.  How?  Isn't that what the brother asked here one night?  He said:  
how do you do all that?  The way that you do it is by the renewing of your mind—by thinking along 
different principles, in different ways, in different patterns of thought.  Number one, your liberty in 
Christ—you are free—you are now free to do these things.  In Christ, you have liberty.  In verse 3, the 
issue is, don't think that way, think this way.  Think soberly. 
 
The word of God renews the believer’s mind by reeducating it (Romans 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 3:18; and 
4:16-18).  Now referring to (1), do your remember when we studied Romans 12 and I talked to you 
about those operative grace principles?  They were the principles by which grace operates in the details 
and practical living.  It was that new thinking process – you take out the old thoughts and you put in the 
new thoughts.  You begin to think like God thinks.  That is what “taking in the doctrine” means.  That is 
saying, “No, that is not the way God thinks.  Yes, this is the way God thinks.”   
 
The word transforms the believer’s behavior by the renewed mind (Romans 12:1-2; 6:11-13; Colossians 
1:9-11).  Referring to (2), that passage, Romans 6:11-13, you want to remember those three words: the 
fact, the faith, and the fruit.  The fact is “for we know”, and then faith “reckon” (believe it to be so, count 
it so), and then “yield ye your members as instruments.”  If you want the yielding and you want the fruit, 
and you want your body to be instruments of righteousness, first you have to have the facts.  You must 
have the knowledge, then you must have the faith, and you have to yield.  And you must understand and 
believe those things, and make them a part of your soul and then you see the fruit.  And that is the 
transformation (Colossians 1:9-11). 
 
Romans 12:2 – “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind.”  It has to do with the word of God renewing, re-educating your mind.  We talked about it awhile 
ago in reference to prayer. 
 
Circumstances in life come along and the outward man perishes (2 Corinthians 4:16).  Circumstances 
(difficulties) in life come along, and yet the inward man is renewed.  What happens?  The circumstances 
cause you to rest in the doctrine, in the word, in what you know God is doing today on the basis of the 
edification of sound doctrine.  And that renews your mind.  Hebrews 4:12 
 
Romans 12:1-2 – “I BESEECH you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not 
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conformed to this world: but be ye transformed.”  He is saying, “Don’t be conformed to the world system 
out there of which the old man is a part, but be transformed.”   
 
Well, how are you going to be transformed?  Verse 2 – “… by the renewing of your mind.”  
Transformation comes through the mind, through the renewing, the re-educating of the mind.  It comes 
through a thinking process.  It comes through the intake of sound doctrine into the soul that boosts your 
conscience and allows your conscience to think in a new way, and to evaluate things in a new way, and 
to perceive things in a new way.  It is a renewing of your thinking processes based on the doctrine. 
 
Now, remember if you will, when we studied Romans 12, we saw that there were four operative 
principles of grace that Paul sets forth for the sonship walk of the believer.  Those four operative 
principles of grace are going to be repeated in Ephesians 4.  They will be referred to, not technically, but 
you are going to see them work again.  So, remember those things.   
 
I am sure you remember what they were. 
   
The freedom principle. 
The replacement principle. 
The one-anothering principle (the mutual consideration for one another). 
The grace motivation principle.   
 
I say again, Ephesians 4 assumes your understanding of Romans, and that you have been taught that 
foundational information in Romans by Christ.  There is not any way to get around that.  2 Corinthians 
3:17-18 
 

 

Gifts of Grace 

Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man 
that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to 
think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man 
the measure of faith.   

“Soberly.”  Think clearly, soberly, don't be like some drunk out here that can't think, that slurs his speech, 
and that kind of thing.  When you think soberly, you think responsibly, you think clearheadedly, you think 
about things the way they really are.  You need to know who you are in Christ.  You need to be oriented 
to the grace of God that you learned about in the first 8 chapters of the book of Romans.  And you need 
to be oriented to the plan of God that you learned about in chapters 9-11, the dispensation of grace.  You 
need to be oriented to those things so that you can have a renewed mind, you can know what God is 
doing, and you can deal with the details of your life on the basis of who you are in Christ, and what God 
is doing. 
 
Think right.  Don't think about yourself above that which is written.  Isn't that the problem that most of 
us have?  Yes, that’s right.  We are not to think of ourselves above that which is written.  Come over to I 
Corinthians 4.  There is something to remember about that verse:  The standard of grace is objectivity.  
The standard of grace is total objectivity—being able to look at the thing like it really is, and get the 
skinny on the thing, being able to get right down to the place where there isn't any sugar coating on it at 
all.  You know who you are.  That is what he is saying.  Know who you are in yourself.   
 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.12.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.4.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.4.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=47.3.17-47.3.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=47.3.17-47.3.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.4.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.4.0|_AUTODETECT_|


Didn't you learn that in chapters 1-3 in the book of Romans, and then learn who you are in Christ?  And 
don't forget that God put you in Christ permanently—for keeps—and you can't get out.  That is who God 
sees you to be, and you learn that in Chapters 3-8.  He said, now, you operate on the basis of that.  That 
is how to think.  1 Corinthians 4:5-7 
 
Romans 12:3.  For I say, through the grace given unto me   
 

Please notice that this is instruction that Paul has as part of his special message.  When he talks about 
“the grace given unto me,” that will compare with Ephesians 3:7, where he says, “…according to the gift 
of the grace of God given unto me… who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I 
should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.”  This is as much a part of Paul's 
special revelation for today as the issue of the one baptism, the one body, no speaking in tongues, and 
all the other things that people like to holler about, and forget about this.  I look at the camera when I 
say that, but I'm talking to y'all.  So don't forget that. 
 
I call your  attention again to verse 3.  You are not to think in an improper manner.  You are to think 
clearly, soberly, according as God has dealt to every man the measure of faith.  Every believer has been 
given the measuring stick of the faith whereby to evaluate things; and our conscience, and our frame of 
reference is to be “the faith.”  We are to look at things—we are to view things—the way God views them; 
and we are to measure the details of our lives on the basis of that, not on the basis of our own 
viewpoint—the old life.  So we are to put off the old way of thinking, and we are to put on the new way 
of thinking.  And that new way of thinking is that measure of faith—that measuring stick of doctrine, 
sound doctrine—that God has given to us that we build up in our soul.  We build it in our soul, and we 
build that house of doctrine, and we operate on the basis of that.     
 
There is another principle.  Romans 12:3.  Think not of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but 
think soberly.  Don't think that way, but think this way.  What is that in Paul's epistles?  Put off this, and 
put on that, isn't it?  That is that replacement principle that we have talked about so much.  You put off 
this way of thinking, and you put on the new way of thinking.  Put off the old way—the old viewpoint, the 
old way that you used to think—and put on the new way of thinking.  Put off the old man, and put on the 
new man.  It is simply that replacement principle that is so predominate in Paul's epistles.   
 

I have told you before that that replacement principle is the Pauline method of repentance.  Repentance 
in Paul's epistles is the issue of putting this off and this on; and change is never effected in your life until 
you have put on the new man—the new activity.  When you recognize the harmful, you are free to 
replace it.  Freedom leads you into the ability to function with this replacement principle, this exchange 
principle.  You are free to recognize the things in your life that are unworthy—that are to be done away 
with, the things that violate the standards of who you are in Christ.  You are free to recognize those 
things, and then choose to replace them with proper behavior. 

 
What does he tell Timothy?  Flee these things and follow after…  That is the issue in Romans 12:3.  Don't 
think that way, think this way.  Think with a renewed mind.  In Ephesians 4, he says, put off the old 
man, and put on the new man which is renewed in the spirit of your mind.  It is that renewed mind and I 
am reminding you about, these because we have studied these verses. 
 
Liberty – the freedom principle. 

The replacement principle. 
 
Think soberly.  Put off the old way of thinking, put on the new way of thinking—the replacement issue. 
 
You develop the ability to have the “measure of faith” in your conscience, and to have peace and joy.  
That relaxed mental attitude controls your emotions.  You have the ability to produce the fruits of 
righteousness with your will.  You choose to walk in true holiness.  You have the ability to evaluate and 
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esteem things the way God values and esteems things.  Your heart operates on the basis of agapé love 
as that edifice of doctrine is built up in your soul. 
 
(2) You have to have humility.  That is a real problem in the ministry.  Do you remember what Paul says 
in Romans 12:3: “to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to 
think?”  Well you are going to find that the tendency is to think of yourself more highly than you ought to 
think.  Now I know right now you probably think you cannot do that, but you will.   
 
You will get to the place – to the temptation of your flesh and the temptation of a novice (1 Timothy 3:6) 
“being lifted up with pride.”  And that is something you have to learn to deal with and you better deal 
with it quick because it is a problem you are going to have.   
 
Do not tell me you won’t because the book says that you will.  And you will have to know the word and 
you must have humility.  You have to learn how to have humility.  Remember “Pride goeth before 
destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18).  If you get lifted up in pride, you will 
learn some humility real quick.  Learn humility.  1 Corinthians 3:5 
 
It is lowliness of mind (humility).  It is not thinking of yourself more highly than you ought to think.  You 
have this wonderful sonship position.  You have this wonderful status in Christ that you are to live up to, 
and you are to be who you are in Christ.  But you are not to be puffed up about it and you are not living 
it and doing it on the basis of “you”, but you are doing it on the basis of grace.  Knowledge puffs up, but 
charity edifies.   
 
And you have to be careful to operate on the basis of charity, because charity produces lowliness of 
mind.  It teaches you not to think of yourself above that which is written.  You are to think soberly, 
accurately, and rightly realizing who you are. 
 
What is the issue?  It is not who I am in me, but it is who I am in Christ that is the issue.  Ephesians 4:2 
 
God has given you the measure of faith.  You know how to measure what is going on today.  We have 
talked about the measure of faith and the fact that God has given it to you. 

 

Romans 12:4 For as we have many members in one body, and all 
members have not the same office:  (Analog, Parallel, Comparison, Similarity, Equivalent) 

That is the first time one body is mentioned in the Bible.  Although there are three separate assemblies 
(local churches) at Rome, Paul in this epistle teaches the unity of the body—many members, one body.  
So the basic truth of the one body in Christ is in evidence in the book of Romans. 
 
Now verse 4: “for as we have many members.”  The idea is, don't think more highly of yourself than you 
ought, but think soberly.  Think according to what God is doing, “for,”—that is a particle of further 
explanation.  “For”—here is why you want to do that:  “As we have many members in one body, and all 
members have not the same office:  So we being many are one body in Christ, and every one members 
one of another.” 
 
Just a dispensational note here:  That is a clear reference to the body of Christ.  It is a clear reference to 
the functioning of the body of Christ, and the fact that the Romans, and the believers at that time, were 
expected, to function as body members.  So when somebody comes along and says the body of Christ 
doesn't begin until after the close of the book of Acts, and these things in here are all something else, 
you understand that is just that they have an ax to grind, and they are grinding it.   
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Now notice what he is saying there.  “As we have many members in one body.”  In other words, my body 
and all members have not the same office.  I have a physical body and it has a lot of different parts to 
it—a lot of different members—and all the members don't do the same thing, but they all make up the 

one body.  “So we being many,”—a lot of different members—“are one body in Christ, and every one 
members one of another.”  In other words, in the body of Christ, (just as it is in your human body), there 
is unity—one body amidst great diversity.  We are all different, yet we are all one in that body.   
 
Now that body relationship is the relationship we have, and that is the basic relationship that exists in the 
dispensation of grace.  God places us in that body relationship, and Paul brings that issue up here, 
because the body relationship is that relationship that allows God to treat us, and for us to treat one 
another, as sons.  We’re not just born into the family of God; but we’re full-grown sons, placed in the 
position of adult sonship.   
 

We have already learned that the issue in Romans 12-16 is the issue of walking as a son—that adult walk 
of a mature son in the family, able to discern the details of your life, and the will of God in those details, 
and know what God wants you to do, not thinking of yourself more highly than you ought, not taking 
yourself and exalting yourself to the place where other people are put down, but then not with a false 

humility either.  False humility is when you feel inferior to everybody else, and you exaggerate the worth 
of other people.   
 
Rather we walk in what he calls “lowliness of mind”—that ability to value and esteem yourself in Christ, to 
see the value and the esteem that God has for you in Christ, and the esteem and value that He has for 
other people in Christ, and even for those that aren't in Christ—the value that He has for them to get 
them into Christ, and to be able to walk that way.  As believers, we walk in this body relationship, and 

that is what allows us to exercise that sonship position and walk that we have.  We got down to this 
point last time, and went over to I Corinthians 8 which exemplifies this.  This is the issue of “being many, 
are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.”  We are one body, and yet there is 
diversity.  
 
Romans 12:4 – “For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office.”  
There is one body with a lot of members, but every member does not do the same thing. 

 

 

Romans 12:5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one 
members one of another.  

Well, if we are members, one of another, who are we supposed to live for?  One another.  Have you got 
that?  That is what you live for.  Hey, I can sit down to eat, and my right hand feeds me.  My mouth 
chews it up.  My stomach digests it.  Who is it digested for?  Just itself?  Does my right hand just feed 
itself?  You're laughing at me.  But that is just as silly as some member of the body of Christ living for 
himself.  What if my right hand says, “I'm going to keep all this food for myself,” and he is going to hold 
it over there, and none of it is ever going to get to my mouth.  It is just going to hold it, and keep it all to 
itself.   
 
Now, what is going to happen?  The rest of me is going to die, and you know what that hand is going to 
do?  It is going to die with the rest of me.  We live and breathe together.  We are members one of 
another—responsible, and obligated one to another.  So he says, think straight.  Thinking straight allows 
us to appreciate the importance of that body relationship that we have, and it allows us to live for one 
another. 

tw://bible.*/?id=46.8.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.12.4|_AUTODETECT_|


 
Now I don't want you miss that last part of verse 3.  We are to think soberly.  How?  “According as God 
hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.”  What is the measure of faith?  The idea with that word 
measure, is a thing that you measure something by.  You take a measuring cup, put the stuff in, and you 
measure it:  a cup, 8 ounces, 12 ounces, or whatever it is going to be.  In my office is a measuring 
stick—a yardstick.  That is the idea.  In fact, that word there, you could say, “as God has given to every 
man the yardstick of faith,”—same thing.  “The measuring stick of faith.”  He is talking about the 
standard, the ruler of faith.  “The measuring stick of faith.”  What is the measuring stick of faith?  It is 
sound doctrine.  What do you measure the details of life against? 
 
You see, it is given to everyone in the body—every man—every person in the body of Christ is given the 
measuring stick, and we are to have that measuring stick in our soul; and we are to be able to use that 
measuring stick to discern the will of God in the details of our life.  And until we have reached that 
capacity, we are not ready for service—we are not perfected saints who can go out and do the work of 
the ministry.  Your ministry as a pastor and a teacher is to get that measuring stick of sound doctrine 
stored up in their souls; and then to teach them how to use that measuring stick in the details of life so 
they can discern the will of God for themselves.  They need that measuring stick in order to know what it 
is that God put them in that body to do, accept all the other members of the body where He put them, 
and all work together in total absolute unity. 
 
Do you know that my right hand never has gotten angry at my left hand because it had to do all the 
writing?  Isn't that funny?  There are some of you people that get mad at your brethren in Christ when 
you have to do all the work, don't you?  “I have to do it all.” “Nobody is ever going to do anything.”  
Yeah.  Don't some of you get jealous when you see the other guy doing everything?  My left hand never 
has been jealous because my right hand does all the writing.  Do you know why?  I have never gotten a 
complaint at night from my left hand that said, “All I ever do is just hang around; I mean the best thing 
that you could do with me is to put me in your pocket and play with your keys.  That other hand gets all 
the glory over there.  Do you know why it doesn't do that?  Because it is in a body, and it thinks properly, 
it relates properly, it has the capacity to do what it is put there to do; and that is us.  We are one body in 
Christ.   
 

You see, you are in that body relationship in verses 4 and 5, and it is in that relationship that God treats 
us like sons, and it is a perfect relationship to express our sonship.  In Time Past, the nation Israel was 
never able to walk like we can walk.  They were under bondage under that other system, but not you.  
We have God in an intimate relationship with us, He is near, and we have a situation that they never 
dreamed of.  We have what Paul calls, “the mind of Christ,” and we are to operate on the basis of it.  Go 
with me over to I Corinthians, if you will; and let me show you a passage that illustrates this.  (We’ll get 
into this more when we get into chapter 14.)  We only have about 7 minutes left in the class, and Brother 
Leach is here tonight, so he will holler at me if I go over; and if he doesn't, the tape will run off anyway.  
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 
In Romans 12:5, he tells you about the one body, (all members of one body).  He doesn't explain it or 
deal with it in any great detail.  He assumes you will get that later.  He just introduces it because he 
knows you are going to get it in detail in Ephesians.   
 
Verse 5 – “So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.  Having 
then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us.”  And again, you see that issue of grace.  
When we went through Ephesians 3, I showed you how Paul says, “Unto me, who am less than the least 
of all the saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles.”  This grace, this special 
favor that is given to Paul, is the ministry.  This verse, “according to the grace that is given to us”, is a 
reference to the ministry.  The special privilege of having a ministry, as a member of the body of Christ, 
is given to us. 

 

tw://bible.*/?id=46.8.1-46.8.13|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.12.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.3.0|_AUTODETECT_|


(6, 7, 8 the issue of unity and diversity) 

Romans 12:6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the 
proportion of faith;  

When he says in Romans 12:6, “having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us,” has 
it ever sunk in that it has been a special favor that God has given you a ministry to perform in the body 
of Christ?  God, by His grace, put you in the body of Christ as it pleased Him, I Corinthians 12:18.  He put 

you there with a ministry to perform.  That is fascinating, isn't it?  I mean, you can say:  “I am 
somebody,” and you can mean it, and it be true.  Right?  That's right.  He put you in the body for a 
reason, and each member of the body should do his job.  And if you do your job, the body is going to be 
healthy, and it is going to be built up.  Don't forget that, will you?  You’re responsible to do your job for 
your best, and for my best.  That is the issue there.   
 
Continuing in Romans 12:6 – “whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; or 
ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; or he that exhorteth, on 
exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth 
mercy, with cheerfulness.”  The idea is that there is that mutual consideration one of another.   
 
Now, we talked about all of these things, and the principle whereby grace operates in here, when we 
studied Romans.  But, there is a mutual consideration.  There is oneness – we are all one in Christ, and 
we are all absolutely completely equal in Christ.  God is as rich to one member of the body as he is to 
another, and one member is not more important than the other.  1 Corinthians 12:13-27 

 

Romans 12:7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that 
teacheth, on teaching;  

Romans 12:8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let 
him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth 
mercy, with cheerfulness.  

The idea is, hey, you see all the different positions that we have in the body, we are all one in Christ; and 
you have this position—this job—and someone else is this part, and someone else has this part, and 
someone else has this part, hey, get on with the program.  Get on with being what it is that God put you 
in the body to be.  Why?  For your own benefit?  No.  For who else's benefit?  For the rest of the body's 
benefit. 
 
You will recall that when we studied the first 8 chapters of Romans, we studied almost verse by verse 
through the book of Galatians in comparison passages.  The books of 1st and 2nd Corinthians can be 
done the same way through this section of the book of Romans, chapter 12 through the end; and the 
issue in the Corinthians epistles is that the Corinthians are not walking as adults, they are not walking in 
that mature judgment and lifestyle that they should have had, had they assimilated and stood on the 
doctrine that they would have given from the book of Romans.  Paul deals with a number of different 
things with them in Corinthians and he shows them how they ought to respond and how they ought to be 
able to school and discern the will of God in their live and walk on in it.   
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In 1 Corinthians 8, you see the application of that renewed mind—discerning the will of God in the details 
of life among members of the body of Christ.  In 1 Corinthians 8-10, he gives them some information that 
they needed in order to make some decisions on their own (as adult sons) in regard to some things that 
were happening in the life of the assembly.  1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 
What am I supposed to do with my gift of prophecy?  Prophesy, man.  I am supposed to know what it is 
that God made me and put me in the body to do, and I am supposed to get on with it.  Whether 
ministry, let us wait on our ministering; teaching, exhortation, giving, ruling, whatever it is; whatever it is 
that God put you in that body to do, get on with it, fellow.  Why?  Number one:  keep yourself in proper 
adjustment.  1 Corinthians 6:12.   
 
Make proper decisions that cause you to function properly, because you are responsible to me and for 
me.  We are responsible for one another.  We are in a body relationship, and we are to work together.  
The hands are to do what the hands do.  What if your hands just went on strike and said, “I am going to 
do something else,” or “I'm not going to do anything, I am just tired of this.”  It would be a mess to try 
to eat, wouldn't it?  Do you think if your hands went on strike, it might eventually effect your feet?  Your 
back says, “Well, I don't care if the hands go on strike, I am just hanging around anyway.  I'll be here.”  
Listen, it wouldn't take but about 6 weeks of that, and it would be a mess, wouldn't it?  Have you tried to 
eat without your hands lately?  It gets a little messy, doesn't it?  You get the gravy and the rice all stuck 
up your nose, and you can't wash your face—you understand.  The body all works together, and you 
affect one another.  That is it; that is what he is doing here. 
 
Now the issue in verses 6-8 is the issue of:  there is diversity but there is unity, and we are all 
responsible to one another and for one another.  I am responsible to you to be everything that God has 
made me to be, and to walk worthy of the calling that I have—walk worthy of my sonship position.  But I 
am responsible for you also to make sure that I do everything that I can to help you walk that way also.   
 
What we are doing here as we go through these passages, is discovering the operative grace principles 
that help us walk as sons.  We have been through three of them now.  Verses 1 and 2 of chapter 12 is 
the principle of liberty—the freedom principle.  There is liberty.  “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present.”  Present.  See, it is not commanding, or forcing you.  There is 
liberty here.  You have the liberty now to present your body to God and to serve Him.  You are free to 
serve the Lord in the details of your life on the basis of the sonship position, on the basis of who you are 
in Christ.  Galatians 5:1 
 
Then in verses 4-8 is what I guess you could call, (from those verses in Corinthians), the expediency 
principle, or mutual concern.  There is to be a mutuality of concern among members of the body of 
Christ.  We are all equal members of the body.  No matter what we do, we are all equal members one of 
another; and we are free to choose the things that are advantageous, profitable, and appropriate to the 
purpose of God.  And we are to choose those things for:  1.  my own best personal adjustment; and 2.  
the building up of others. 
 
We have that mutual ability—consideration for one another—to exercise expediency.  The word 
expediency means something that is profitable, advantageous, and appropriate.  Expedient for me and 
for the brethren—there is that oneness that we have in Christ that allows us to function that way. 
 
There are seven gifts in Romans 12:6-8.  He could have listed a lot of other ones, but he listed these 
seven.  The point is not to list all the possible gifts, the point is:  “Hey man, get on with the program.”  
The point is just to say:  Okay, we have all this diversity among this body, so let’s get on with it.  
Whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; Or ministry, let us wait on our 
ministering:  Or he that teaches, get on with teaching.  I mean, get on with it, man.  If you are a 
teacher, get on with it.  If you are a prophesier, get on with it.  If your gift is serving, then get on with 
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serving.  If your gift is exhortation, get people stirred up.  He that giveth, let him do it with simplicity.  I 
mean, don't make a big deal out of it, just get on with it.  He that rules, with diligence.  Whatever God 
put you in the body to do, get on with it; get on with the program.  How many times have y'all heard me 
say that?  Over and I over I keep saying it.  Why?  It is an operative principle under grace.  God didn't 
put you there so you could run around trying to find out what you want to do, and sit around wondering, 
and go to school 90 years, and say, wouldn't it be wonderful…, you know, swing your leg over the arm of 
a chair.  He put you in there for service, and said go after it; go do it.   
 
There are three passages on gifts in Paul's epistles that I gave you last time, and we didn't get to it.  I 
want you to have this sheet.  One side is called Spiritual gifts and the other side is called An introduction 
to spiritual gifts.  This comes out of a series on the charismatic movement.  You need to get those tapes 
and listen to them; because we are not going to have time in this class to go through a detailed 
exposition of the people, or the program, or the purpose, or the passing of the sign gifts.  That is all in 
those tapes.  There is also an exposition of I Corinthians 12-14 in those tapes.  I gave you this just to 
give you a couple of things with regard to three major Pauline passages.  You see them listed there:  
Romans 12, I Corinthians 12-14, and Ephesians 4:7-16.  Each of these passages is important.   
 

In Romans 12:6-8, these gifts that are listed are all edifying gifts.  The issue in these passages is, 
building up the other brothers.  These are what I call the motivational gifts that contribute to the 
functioning of the body of Christ.  It isn't a complete list.  In fact, if you go through this list, (you can 
take other passages of Scripture in Paul epistles), and you can see that every one of these gifts are 
things that are required of every member of the body of Christ.  Is every member of the body of Christ to 
show mercy?  Is every member of the body of Christ to serve other people?  Is every member of the 
body of Christ to preach?  Is every member of the body of Christ to teach?  Is every member of the body 
of Christ to exhort other brethren?  They are all things that every member is to do.  These are the 
motivational edification gifts that are there to motivate the body of Christ.  He picks out some gifts; he 
could have picked out others.  He picked out these, and he says:  see all these functions God has put in 
the body?  They are there to edify other members of the body, just as we have been talking about. 
 
Look at Ephesians 4.  These gifts are really offices for the perfecting of the saints.  In verse 8, he says 
that he gave gifts unto men.  Skip the parenthesis in 9 and10.  Ephesians 4:8, 11-12 
 
I don't want you to miss what he is doing here in Romans 12.  He is giving you the operative principles 
whereby grace works:  Liberty—freedom to choose to serve Him;  the replacement principle; the 
expediency principle.  We will go through the rest of the chapter next time.   
 

Please study over that hand-out so that you will be able to have the information about the gifts.  Also, I 
highly recommend to you that you get those tapes on the charismatic movement and study through 
them; because we are not going to have time in class.  The proper thing for us to do right now would be 

to stop, and go over in Corinthians and study those details; but we just don't have time.  We only have a 
few more classes and we are going to be through, so we are going to have to hurriedly go through the 
rest of the book of Romans. 
 
By the way, when you are pastoring a church, if you are teaching the book of Romans, right now would 
be an excellent time to teach the book of Proverbs, because Proverbs is written by a Daddy to his son to 
teach his son how to live as a son.  It is exhortation.  Hebrews quotes it and says:  I speak unto you as 

to a son.  He speaks unto us as to sons.  If you haven't read through the book of Proverbs enough to be 
familiar with it, now would be a good time for you to do that.  You will be able to discern those 
dispensational-oriented instructions, because we have already studied enough dispensational things.  
Most of the instructions in Proverbs are not that way though; most of them are clear basic principles of 
sonship living. 
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Then in verses 4-8 the issue is that there is a mutuality of consideration between equal members of the 
body of Christ.  I have to realize who God has made me, not just in Christ, but in union with each other; 
and everything I do I have to do on the basis of expediency.  Remember those two verses in Corinthians:  
All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient.  All things are lawful for me, but I won't be 
brought under the power of any of them.  It has to be to my best personal long-term adjustment, both 
for me, and for the other guy’s edification.  Because if I am not bringing myself into proper adjustment, 
can I be of any value to the other members of the body?  I am a problem, not a benefit; so I look after 
myself, not just for my good, but I see that my proper functioning is for the other man's good.  Have you 
got that? 
 

 

Marks of the True Christian 

9-13: how to apply the renewed mind in your relationship to other believers 

9: love be without dissimulation (dishonesty) principial 

Romans 12:9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is 
evil; cleave to that which is good.  

Now the fourth principle is in verse 9, and that is the principle of:  let love be without dissimulation 
(dishonesty).  That is the empowerment issue of grace motivation—let the love of Christ constrain us—the 

issue of it moving us out and going on.  We will get there in a minute, but I want to go through verses 6-
8, because there are some issues here that you need to be clear about. 
 
He says that they have different gifts in the one body, in Romans 12:6, and they differ according to the 
grace that is given to us.  The word grace is used in a lot of different ways in your Bible.  In this context, 
it is a special favor—a special favor with regard to a ministry.  It is a special arrangement by which you 
and I have a ministry—a special kind of ministry that God has for you.  It is a special favor that you have 
been given a ministry.  That grace given to you is like the grace in Ephesians 3.  Ephesians 3:7-8 
 
We are going to begin in Romans 12:9.  We are in the section of Romans that is practical instructions for 
practical living under grace.  I talked to you last time about how he begins the chapter by dealing with 
the issues of the practical operative principles of grace.  The freedom principal in verses 1 & 2.  The 
replacement principal in verse 3.  The expediency principle/the mutuality of consideration in verses 4-8.   
 
In verse 9, he starts out:  “Let love be without dissimulation.”  We have talked about love in the past, 
and this concept of agape is important.  Understand that there are different categories of love.  If you are 
a Greek, there are several different Greek words for love.  You are not Greek, so it doesn't mean a lot to 
you, but if you look in verse 10:  “Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love.”  That is a 
different word.  The word there is the word from which we get our city name, Philadelphia.  Philos is 
love; and then they put the word for brother on there—delphus, and you have brotherly love:  
Philadelphia.  Or if you live in a town in Mississippi, it would be Delphia.  They did the thing backwards 
for some reason. 
 
But the point is, there are different words for love:  agape, philos and eros. The word erotic comes from 
the Greek word eros.  Phileo is just a warm personal kind of relationship; it basically means what our 
English word love means—a warm personal feeling, a warm relationship between people.  The word 
agape is more of a mental attitude love; the Bible sometimes translates it charity.  It is the word for 
cherish, or charity.  That is a mental attitude type of a thing—an ability to evaluate, value, and esteem, 
and see worth and value in something on a mental basis, not on an emotional basis.  When you see it 
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translated charity in your Bible, don't you let somebody come along and say that is a bad translation.  
That is a perfectly good translation, accurately reflecting what the word agape means.  Agape is a mental 
attitude love; and from here on, you are going to see practical instruction about how to practically apply 
the renewed mind that you are to have based on chapter 12, verse 2. 
 
The doctrine that you have already assimilated going through the book of Romans gives you the capacity, 
(as you take that information in, and take out of your  frame of reference the old human viewpoint, and 
put in the divine standards, and renew your mind), to develop a conscience that matches God's 
conscience.   
 
Remember, we talked about the conscience.  There are several words that Paul uses to talk about 
knowledge—knowing things.  Number one is the conscience.  Your conscience is that system of norms 
and standards that you use to determine if your conduct and performance is meeting, or if it is 
exceeding, or if it is falling short of an expected standard.  You have a system of norms and standards, 
and the conscience is a thinking process.  It is a way of thinking through a situation where by you take 
this norm and standard that you have, and take your performance—your conduct, your activity, your 
responses, whatever it might be, the details of your life—and measure it by that standard.  Your 
conscience is a description of that thinking process—that mental process—whereby you evaluate your 
performance, (or the performance of other people, but yours especially).   
 
Now the conscience it is that system of norms and standards that you have; and when you have a 
conscience evaluating your performance, and it says that your performance exceeds the expected 
standard, what do you do?  Approbation, right?  When your performance meets it, what do you do?  
Satisfaction.  When your performance fails to meet it, what do you do?  Guilt, frustration, shame, 
rejection, low self esteem, and all those psychological hang ups that people get.  A conscience does that. 
 
In Romans chapter 2, he talks about their conscience:  “the meanwhile, accusing or else excusing:”  
saying, this is right, or huh huh, this is wrong.  That is your conscience; it is that evaluating system.  It is 
that mental process of thinking and knowing whether or not you meet the standard, exceed the standard, 
or fail to meet the standard.  What is the key in that?  What would be the key to having real confidence, 
and approbation, and real guilt, as opposed to having a false confidence and false guilt?  Having the right 
standards and norms in your conscience, right?  Over there in 1 Corinthians, we read the passage that 
said that they had a defiled conscience; it wasn't any good.  Why?  It had the wrong norms and 
standards in it.  It was weak; it wasn't fortified with sound doctrine. 
 
So as you take in this renewed mind, you are taking in a system with which to evaluate things.  You are 
gaining the ability to evaluate things.  You are putting the norms and standards that match God's norms 
and standards into your soul.  Then your conscience can use those things to properly evaluate.  The way 
you get rid of false guilt and frustration, or pride, and all those things that go with it is by putting the 
proper norms and standards in your soul; and doing what he says in verse 3:  think soberly—think 
according to what the standard really is.  That is conscience knowledge—you are evaluating your 
performance. 
 
Then there is another kind of knowledge:  faith.  Faith is a positive mental attitude.  It is simply, 
believing—having a positive mental attitude, or positive volition toward Bible doctrine, toward the 
doctrine of God's Word.  You can not believe something that God does not tell you, so faith is based on 
the Word of God; and it is a positive volition toward sound doctrine in the Word of God.  I emphasize 
sound doctrine because if it isn't sound doctrine, (the Word rightly divided—what God says to you), you 
can't have faith in it.   
 
You can not have faith in something that God didn't tell you, because He didn't tell you to believe it.  
Faith is your positive volition toward your conviction that that sound doctrine is true, and right.  Faith is 
basically what we call conviction knowledge—the conviction that this thing is right.  I am convinced; I am 



convicted; I believe it is right; and I am believing God's Word.  If you have conviction that something is 
right, then you can rest in it.  Now if you rest in it, then you can have confidence in it.  “Having the same 
spirit of faith,” he says in 2nd Corinthians 4, as the Psalmist says: 2 Corinthians 4:13   
 
Go back with me to Romans 12, and try not to forget those principles; because what you are going to see 
in the rest of Romans, is the application of these things.  What you are going to begin with now in verse 
9, is the practical application of the renewed mind that you have.  The renewed mind works on the 
principle of freedom, on the replacement principle, on the expedient principle, and on the grace 
motivation principle.  Grace motivation is the issue of taking the position that you have in Christ, and all 
the wealth that you have in Christ, and valuing and esteeming what God has done for you, and what He 
has made you in Christ, and having the love of Christ for you motivate you and empower you and be the 
thing that compels you in your Christian life.  That is love motivation, that is the motivation of love and 
gratitude; we call it grace motivation because it is the motivating factor.  Paul says you are not under the 
law, but under grace—the system of grace. 
 
There is the law system, and the grace system.  The law has a motivating mechanism:  the if/then 
mechanism—the performance/reward mechanism.  Grace has a system of motivation, and it is the love 
motivation.  It is the ability to value and esteem yourself, and circumstances, and others the way that 
God values and esteems them—to see the worth that He has placed there, what He has made you in 
Christ, and let that be the thing that empowers you. 
 
Once you get all that straight, then he begins:  “Let love be without dissimulation.  Abhor that which is 
evil.  Cleave to that which is good.  Be kind.”  He begins to tick off commands like that:  boom, boom, 
boom.  The reason he does that is that he is going to begin to practically apply that renewed mind.  Here 
are the principles by which you think, but don't you want to see some of them applied to details?  Okay.  
Let love be without dissimulation—hypocrisy.  Abhor that which is evil—something bad comes along, 
what is my attitude supposed to be?  I am to hate it.  The word abhor means hate the thing.  I am to 
cleave to that which is good.  Something good, what am I to do?  Stick to it like glue, man.  Wouldn't 
that take care of a lot of things in your life?  You come along and something happens and your response 
to it?  Did you ever sit down and say, hey, that is a good response or bad response.  Most of the time we 
just say, “I have a right to feel that way.” 
 
Here is the way to evaluate things.  And he is going to deal with the details of life this way.  Let me stop 
right here, and let’s go to 1 Corinthians; and I want to show you something that we are not going to be 
able to do because time is going to catch us; but I want you to be conscious of it.  In Paul's two epistles 
to the Corinthians, he deals with the issue of the application of the renewed mind of the believer—
walking under the grace principles, walking under those four principles of how grace operates and 
motivates in my life and your life as members of the body.   
 
He takes those principles, and applies them to the details and practical problems that are at Corinth; just 
as he did in the first 8 chapters when he took Galatians, and applied those issues back there.  We studied 
Galatians as we studied the first 8 chapters of Romans.  You can study Corinthians as you study the last 
chapters of Romans.  We are not going to have time to do that, but I want you to see how he is dealing 
with the Corinthians on the basis of:  “Hey, what you people need to do is function on the basis of a 
renewed mind.  Think about what is happening on the basis of your liberty in Christ, on the basis of put 
off the old way of thinking and put on this new way of thinking—the replacement principle.  Think of 
what is happening on the basis of what is expedient for the other brethren in the body, and on the basis 
of grace motivation.  Quit living and acting like you aren't saved, and like you are doing it all on your 
own, or that you are under the law or some other program.  Operate like you are living under the control 
of grace.”  Watch what he says:  1 Corinthians 1:10-13 
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Let love be without dissimulation.  [That word dissimulation means hypocrisy.  Love is to be without any 
kind of hypocrisy.  You are to speak the truth.  You are to be the genuine article.]  Abhor that which is 
evil; [Put that away.] cleave [Stick to.  Cleave means to stick to it like glue.] to that which is good. 
 
Do you see the put off and put on principle there?  Put this away; but put this on.   

 

Romans 12:10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; 
in honour preferring one another;  

The value and esteem that you are to have one for another is what the verse is talking about.  You are to 
be kindly affectionate.  People, we have a kinship among ourselves as believers, and we ought to treat 
each other like kinfolk on the basis of brotherly love.  I have three boys, and if you looked at them for 
brotherly love, you know they fight like cats and dogs—sibling rivalry.   
 

When he talks about brotherly love, he is talking about kind affection.  Because we operate on the basis 
of agape doesn't mean that we can't have phileo.  Because we operate on a mental attitude love doesn't 
mean that we can't have warm personal feelings among ourselves.  We can.  You can learn to value and 
esteem your brethren in Christ, as who they are, (even the fellow who is a stinker and makes you apply 
the principles of dealing with stinkers that you don't like to apply—forgiveness, and all those things.  
“Forgiving one another.”—and he makes you forgive him because he keeps stomping all over your feet).   
 

I have told you this before:  unless he wrongs you, or offends you, you can not forgive him.  That is the 
thing that has to happen before you can forgive him.  So he just keeps on making you forgive him, but 
when you learn how to do that, the joy of forgiveness can make you appreciate that guy, and change 
your attitude.  That is the renewed way of thinking.  Do you see how that works?  That is it.  Be kindly 
affectioned one toward another in brotherly love, in honor preferring one another.  Put the other guy 
first.  Honor the other brother.  Don't just tolerate him.  Give him a place of honor.  Write down by that 
verse, Philippians 2:3-5, and put down by that reference:  Put the other first as Christ put us first.  
Philippians 2:3-5 
 
If there be an erring brother, can I be kindly affectioned one toward another?  Can I be kindly 
affectioned toward that guy, as a brother in Christ?  Can I love him and esteem him as my brother, and 
deal with him on the basis of brotherly love, and still seek to correct him?  Sure I can.  Can I, in honor, 
prefer him above myself?  I sure can, while I am trying to correct him, while I am ministering to him.  
Verse 15: 
 

 

Romans 12:11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the 
Lord;  

Romans 12:11 
Not slothful in business; [The business there is not your job.  Look at verses 11-13.  He is talking about 
your Christian duties.  Don't be slothful in your Christian activities—the business that God has put you 
in—as far as your Christian walk goes.] fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 
 
Folks, Satan would use grace to make you lazy if he could.  You don't ever want to forget that.  Always—
don’t give any place to the adversary.  Spiritual laziness is the cause of defeat.  Remember that.  Spiritual 

laziness is the cause of defeat.  You never go down to defeat to the adversary, or to the flesh, or to the 
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world, except you were spiritually lazy—you weren't applying the renewed mind, you were slothful in 
business, and in your Christian duties, you were not fervent in spirit, you were not serving the Lord.  
Therefore you went to defeat.   

 

Romans 12:12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing 
instant in prayer;  

Romans 12:13 Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to 
hospitality.  

Wouldn't you love to have a church member who did all those things?  Wouldn't you like to be a church 
member that did all those things?  In the details of your life you are going to find their answers right 
there.  Rejoicing in hope.  Do you know how many problems and hard spots in your life on a day by day 
basis that verse can get you through?  Three words:  Rejoicing in hope. 

 
Patient in tribulation.  How many spots would that get you through today?  That would take care of some 
of them, wouldn't it?  We say we want to believe what God says, so we don't practice water baptism.  
How about practicing that one?   
 

Given to hospitality.  Distributing to the necessity of the saints.  I want you to notice that one.  
Gentlemen, the body of Christ is to meet the needs of one another.  That is how God works today.  He 
works through His Word resident in the body of Christ, motivating the body of Christ to go out and meet 
the needs of other members of the body, and of people in the world.  Galatians 6:10.  
 
You need to learn to appreciate people.  You need to learn to be hospitable to them.  Paul says, “given to 
hospitality” (Romans 12:13).  You need to learn to be grateful for them. 
 
I will give you an example of this.  I love the people at our church.  I love them because we fellowship 
together.  We love one another.  And when you go preach in some other state you wind up talking about 
your church or whatever.  And when I was preaching recently in another state, a man came up to me 
and said, “You sure do brag about those people a lot.”  And I said, “What do you mean, brag about 
them?”  He said, “Well you have not said one nasty thing about anybody in that church in three days.”   
 
Now that does not mean they are perfect, but it means I love them.  And love covers a multitude of evil.  
That does not mean it covers up evil, but it gets you beyond it.  And if that offends you, will never be 
able to minister to people who are not doing everything they should be doing. 

 

Romans 12:14 Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not.  

That heaps coals of fire on their head.  Did you ever see anybody rejoice about that?  A long time ago, I 
learned that you cannot change people.  God can change them, but you are not going to change them.  I 
learned that if I beat my head against the wall, after a while I’ll give up.  I’ll not knock out all my front 
teeth just to get my way about something.  I have learned that if you can’t get it done, well, just praise 
God, and go on.  Don’t get mad.  Glory to God.  Hallelujah. 
 
A guy called me on the phone not too long ago, and he said, “I think I am going to quit.”  He was all 
discouraged.  After about the sixth time he called and told me he was going to quit, I said, “Praise the 
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Lord.  I believe you ought to quit.”  He got all upset with me because I agreed with him.  Folks, if that’s 
the way you feel, just quit.  God’s work isn’t going to suffer because of you.  Do you think God needs 
you?  He doesn’t have to have you.  He doesn’t have to have me.  
 
Isn’t it a privilege to serve God?  Isn’t it a joy to serve God?  Isn’t it an opportunity to be sought after?  
Sure it is.  Get up off your bed of tears and get going; and rejoice.  We tend to hang on to it.  Let it go!  
If you can’t do anything about it, forget it.  That’s the attitude.  Don’t be flippant, crazy, and nutty.  Most 
of you have trouble not sticking your head out far enough.  You get some of these young guys who want 
to preach, and sometimes they get a little radical, and will be out trying to make trouble “for Jesus’ sake.”  
I don’t mean to be foolish, but if you get the persecution, take it.  Praise God for it, and don’t get all 
upset.  
 
People tell me, “There isn't persecution today like there used to be.”  Well, where have they been all their 
life?  The average Christian isn’t doing anything to be persecuted for.  If you want to know if there is any 
persecution going on in the world today, you go to work tomorrow and for twenty-four hours you do 
everything right.  Just imagine doing that.  Don’t leave one thing undone that ought to be done, and 
don’t do one thing that ought not be done.  Say everything right.  Don’t fail to say everything that ought 
to be said, and don’t say anything that shouldn’t be said.  Do everything right for one twenty-four period, 
and see if you don’t get opposition.  
 
I said that to a guy one time, and he said, “You’re not talking about a working man, are you?  I wouldn’t 
have a job by noon.”  Try it; you'll see.  Persecution is there.  You see, most people just aren’t doing 
anything.  I am not worried about you people getting too radical; because, as I said, most of us don’t 
stick out our neck far enough for it to count anyway. 
 
The reason the teaching about persecution will fit us today as it does, is because you and I have a very 
special relationship to the rejection of Christ.  The age in which we live is the official age of His rejection.  
Paul says in Colossians 1:24, that he is filling up “that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ for his 
body's sake.”  That is, Paul is suffering.  This is the age of Christ’s rejection, and we bear His rejection in 
the world.  As we go out as His body, and live as His representatives/His ambassadors here, the world 
will react to Him in us as they reacted to Him.  They are going to treat us the way they would treat Him.  
Paul calls it “the fellowship of His sufferings.”  2 Timothy 3:12 
 
There it is again.  Ephesians 4:22-24.  Do you remember that passage?  Ephesians 4:22-24 
 
Notice this, he brought up an interesting subject.  Bless them that persecute you.  Has it dawned on you 
that there are some people that are not going to like you?  The idea is, when you go out and begin to 
produce this new lifestyle, this renewed mind, it begins to affect the details of your life.  You think 
everybody is going to appreciate that, don't you?  But do you know what is going to happen?  They are 
not all going to appreciate you.  In fact, a whole lot of folks are not going to appreciate you.  So he says, 
“Bless them which persecute you.  Bless, and curse not.”  Now that is grace.  You want to walk under 
grace.  That is how you live under grace.  You deal with the other guy on the basis of grace.  Bless them 
that persecute you.  Bless, and curse not.  It’s hard to do that driving down the expressway, isn’t it?  
Well, that is true.  There is a good practical application in the details of life.  Bless, and curse not, 
brethren. 
 
What is going to follow here, are some details about the Christian’s personal response to evil.  There are 
three responses you are to have to evil when it comes your way.   
 

Number 1 is, don't be conquered by evil.  Romans 12:21 

 

tw://bible.*/?id=51.1.24|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=55.3.12|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.4.22-49.4.24|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.4.22-49.4.24|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.12.21|_AUTODETECT_|


Romans 12:15 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them 
that weep.  

Is Christian sympathy going to cause bitterness on the other guy’s part?  Is he going to respond to you in 
a good way or a bad way?  You know the answer to that.  Do you know how to keep peace?  Rejoice 
with the guy that rejoices, and weep with the guy that weeps.  Verse 16 is important. 
 
Can I weep over the guy's mistakes?  I sure can.  Verse 18: 
 

 

Romans 12:16 Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high 
things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own 
conceits.  

Be of the same mind one toward another. [In other words, no partiality.  Love, trust, sympathy, interest 
is to be mutual among others.  Don't make one guy better than the other; no partiality between people.  
You know folks, when you show partiality between people, what do you do?  You are going to have 
problems before long.  There are going to be hurt feelings, and mad feelings, and all that kind of stuff.  
Are you making for peace?  No.  Are you denying the oneness that you have in Christ?  Are you denying 
the fact that the middle wall of partition is down?  Yes.]  Mind not high things, [Man, that is tough.  We 

are prone to be self-centered, aren't we?  Mind not high things.  Go back to verse 3 on that one.] but 
condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. 
 
By that verse you want to write down Proverbs 26:12.  Proverbs 26:12 

 

Romans 12:17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things 
honest in the sight of all men.  

Don't give a man back evil for evil.  By that verse, write down 1 Thessalonians 5:15.  1 Thessalonians 
5:15 
 
There is something here that is so essentially important to the ministry and to your ministry that I can't 
go beyond it without dealing with it.  “Provide things honest in the sight of all men.”  Do not give 
anybody any reason to question you about anything.  Don't give anybody reason to question your 
honesty, your integrity.  Some people are going to do that, you understand that; some people are going 
to falsely accuse you; some people are going to get after you, and you are going to have enemies.  1 
Thessalonians 5:22 says it another way:  1 Thessalonians 5:22 

 

Romans 12:18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably 
with all men.  

Do you see all those things in there?  If you do those things, are you going to be fighting very often?  

Look at verse 15. 
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If it is going to be a problem don't let it come from you.  Don't let your conduct, your action, and your 
attitude be responsible for the fuss.  Sometimes you can't stop it. Sometimes the guy is just bound and 
determined that he is going to get you.  But don't let it be because of you.  Verse 19. 
 
Can I life peaceably with the guy, even though I disagree with him?  As far as I am concerned, I can.  If 
he won't let me, that is tough apples.  We went through the passage.  Don't let the conflict arise from 
your side.   

 

Romans 12:19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give 
place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith 
the Lord.  

Avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath.  Why don't you want it to be from you?  You 

want to always be dealing with him on the basis of grace not wrath, and then if it comes, well, then it 
just comes, and you deal with it on that basis.  “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves.”  That is 
something to remember, fellows.  You need to underline that one.  You are not in the business of 
avenging yourself.  What are you supposed to do?  “Give place unto wrath, for it is written, Vengeance is 
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.”   
 
Listen.  The old saying, “I don't hold a grudge, I just get even,” is not meant for the believer.  I am sorry.  

You know when that fellow cuts you off on the expressway, do you know the only reason you get mad?  
You want to get even.  Do you know how many of your problems on a daily basis could be taken off, if 
you quit trying to get even?  Just sit and think sometime about the details of your life.  How many of the 
agitations are caused just by you wanting to get even?  He says, hey just leave it with the Lord.  The 
Lord is going to take care of it.  Is wrath the issue today?  What is the issue today?  Grace.   
 

 

Romans 12:20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, 
give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.  

Number 2 is:  Conquer evil with good.  That is verse 20.  In other words, if you do good to the guy that 
is doing bad to you, that is more effective than going out and dumping a bunch of coals of fire on his 
head, trying to get him to repent, or to pay him back.  So the second thing that you do with evil is that 
you go out and conquer evil with good.   
 

Number 3 is:  seek to always be in a condition of peace with all men.  As far as your side of the 
relationship goes, you always seek to be in peace with the other folks.  Verse 15. 
 
20  Therefore if thine enemy hunger, [What are you supposed to do?] feed him; [Feed the rascal.  Oh 
man, you know what that means?  That means if he has a need, and I can meet it, what am I supposed 
to do?  Meet it.] if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 
 
That is a quote from Proverbs 25:21-22.  
 
There are a lot of different ideas about what that means.  Obviously heaping coals of fire on his head 
would cause him some mental misery.  But the point is, Paul is not saying, if you do good to the guy, you 
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are really getting even with him.  He is not giving you a sneaky way to get even with the guy.  That isn't 
the idea.  That is the way that most people expound the passage.  Here is what he is saying.  Here is a 
guy, (either he is a brother or he is not), value and esteem that guy the way that God values and 
esteems him.  Deal with him on the basis of how God deals with him.  Think about the relationship the 
way that God thinks about it, and you be God manifest in the flesh to that man.   
 
Do you want me to say that again?  You let the actions and the attitudes of God Himself be what that 
man sees in you, and you be sure and tell him why you are doing it—not because you are somebody.  
When you do that, it is going to be more effective than if you were to heap big old coals of fire on that 
guy’s head, and burn him up.  Now isn't that what you are trying to do to him?  That guy cuts you off, 
and he burns you up.  What do you want to do to him?  You want to burn him up, don't you?  I want to 
make him as mad as he made me.  No.  If you want to see human nature, if you want to see your 
nature, get behind the wheel of an automobile.  The Dan Ryan Expressway is the best example that I can 
think of.  But watch people when they do that.  They become different people.   
 
By the way, do you know how to destroy an enemy?  Make him a friend.  You destroy an enemy.  If you 
go and kill an enemy, did you destroy an enemy?  He is in hell; isn't he your enemy?  Did he go to hell 
and love you?  Forget it.  Do you know how to destroy an enemy?  If you make him your friend, didn't 
you destroy him?  Isn't that what God did with you?  When you were an enemy, He reconciled you 
through the death of His Son?  Didn't He give you what you needed?  Didn't He deal with you on the 
basis of grace?  Didn't He change your status from an enemy to a son on the basis of His grace?  Isn't 
that what He is saying to do with your enemies in the details of your life?  Apply the renewed mind.  Are 
you getting that? 

 

Romans 12:21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.  

Don't let evil conquer you when it comes.  When that guy cuts in and waves his fist out the window at 
you, don't wave it back.  Back off and give him a little room.  Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil 
with good.  Don't be conquered by evil.  Now listen.  That takes planning, you know that?  Are you 
listening to me?  You have to plan to do that.  When that fellow cuts in front of you, what is your natural 
response?  What does you heart do?  Growl.  So what do you have to plan?  You have to plan to 
overcome evil with good.  You have to train yourself, you have to put off and put on.  Okay?  It takes 
planning, folks.  It takes work.   
 
There is plenty for you to do in learning to apply the principles of grace to the details of your life.  If you 
don't think that there is plenty to do to make your life exciting, you haven't thought about it very much.  
People say, if you live under grace, that just teaches people that they can just go out and live any way 
that they want to.  Gee whiz, they haven't thought about it.  What have they been reading?  Do you see 
what he is saying here?  Grace puts you under an obligation.  Grace puts you in a position where you are 
free, and it obligates you, doesn't it?  The debt of love.  Number one is, don't be conquered of evil. 
 
In verses 9-13, he is showing you how to apply the renewed mind in your relationship to other believers.  
In verses 14-21, he is showing you how to apply that renewed mind to your enemies.  Next time we will 
go on in chapter 13 and see how you apply it to government—the principles of divine establishment—and 
to society around you.   

 

 

Romans: 13 



Romans 13; I say to you once again that we are covering these verses and this material in much too 
rapid a pace for me to be giving you all of the information that is there; and yet I am comfortable doing 
that knowing that you have been thus far instructed in the information and the doctrine.  We have been 
through the first 8 chapters of Romans where we got the foundation stone of justification; and then the 
issue of walking in the Spirit in chapters 6-8; and then in chapters 9-11 we saw the issue of the 
dispensation of grace.  Now we are studying that last issue, that last foundation stone that you have to 
get clearly established in your life, and that is the practical application of the doctrines that you have 
learned—the practical instructions for living in the age of grace.  The law has been removed, and you 
have been placed under the principal of grace; and now Paul gives practical instructions as to how to 
take all of this position, this standing, this working of God that you have learned about, and put it into 
effect in your life.   
 
I mentioned to you once before, if we were to write the book of Romans, we would probably go 
immediately from the end of chapter 8 into chapter 12; but Paul does not do that.  He sticks his 
dispensational setting in there in chapters 9-11.  The reason for that is that you have to get all that stuff 
straight in your mind before you get into the practical aspects.  You need to understand what He has 
made you in Christ, and how He has taken care of the past, and how He has equipped you for the 
present, and how He has made you to walk, and how God deals with His other purposes.  In other 
words, you have to grasp that we are involved in is what God is doing today. 
 
So he gives you practical instructions.  Your service begins in chapter 12, and I encourage you, as I have 
mentioned before, to be praying earnestly in the days ahead that God would give you wisdom and 
understanding as you apply the principles and information that you are learning; and begin to give you a 
grasp and a perception—that renewed mind—so that you will be able to identify in your life just what it is 
that the Lord would have you to do, and where He would have you to serve.   
 
Now you have come to the place where you are ready to begin to think about those practical things, and 
to move in those directions.  Too often we try to get the cart before the horse, and we try to serve the 
Lord when we are not yet equipped, we are not stabilized, we don't have the empowerment information 
inside of us to be motivated properly. 
 
Not having the doctrinal foundation, we aren't able to have the proper motivational foundation in our 
soul; and we get frustrated.  One of the most difficult things that you will ever deal with in your life is the 
issue of frustrated ambition, and too many of God's people are plagued with the bitter fruits of that root 
of bitterness that sinks down and grows deep into their heart.  That comes about simply from frustrated 
ambition.  Jeremiah says:  desire thou great things for thyself, desire them not.  And yet there is a 
temptation in all of us to do those kind of things.  We want to serve, and we have that initial motivation, 
and because we don't get that stability in our soul—that doctrinal basis upon which we can stand and 
thus be motivated properly—a lot of believers never get to the place where they are able to serve, not 
because God hasn't given them the assets, but because they haven't learned the information.  They 
haven't gotten that house of sound doctrine—that edification complex—built up in their soul so that they 
can properly serve Him motivated by the right things.   
 
Last time we went through the first part of the chapter, and I tried to show you the issues of your 
relationship to the government.  Beginning in verse 8 through the end of the chapter, he deals with how 
you should relate, not simply to the government, but to society in general around you.  The issue here is 
how you relate to the world around you.  First he deals with your relationship with the government in the 
world, and that fourth divine institution for the establishment of the race.  You need to understand those 
institutions, especially that issue of nationalism, and how we relate to that.  You need to understand the 
proper viewpoint of a nation, and the nation's national relationship, so you know what to expect out of 
the government, what the proper functions of the government are, and how to be involved in that.  But 
society is also made up of society itself—not just the government, but all the other things in society.  So 
how do you relate to that?  That is in verse 8 through the end of the chapter. 
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Submission to the Authorities 

1-7: Relate to government  

Romans 13:1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For 
there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.  

He moves on from the topic of opposition, to the issue of government.  He has talked about how to apply 
the renewed mind—that proper viewpoint—toward opposition, and now governments, verses 1-7.  Then 
verses 8-14, deal with the issue of how to relate to society.  At first, it might seem out of place for Paul 
to fit the government issues in here, but there is a tremendously important issue involved here that is 
often misunderstood and generally overlooked.  I want you to see that there is a real important reason 
that he sticks the government in here.  It might at first seem not to fit, and not to be so important; but it 
is important, once you begin to understand what this passage is talking about.   
 
Go back to Romans 13.  The reason nationalism is so important is that basically it is the institution that 
provides protection for the family, for marriage, and for the individual.  What you are dealing with in 
Romans 13:1-2 when he says:  “the powers that be are ordained of God,” is the authority in the divine 
institution.  He is not talking about how God is setting this nation up and that nation up or this guy as 
president.  He is talking about the institution—the ordinance of God—this divine institution of nationalism 
and government that God has established. 
 
Romans 13:1 
1  Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that 
be are ordained of God. 
 
“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.”  There are certain laws and principles that are for the 
operation of government, and we need to go by those, and be subject to the authority.  By the way, each 
one of those institutions has an authority.  Volition is the authority of the individual—the person—to make 
decisions in his life.  Then there is marriage—the authority of the husband over the wife.  Then there is 
the family—the authority of the parents over the children.  Then there is nationalism—the authority of the 
rulers over the citizens.  Each one of them has power.  There is power in each one of those institutions.  
Here, he is talking about the delegated authority involved in nationalism.  Each one of us is to be subject 
to the higher powers—to the powers that God has placed in that institution, in that position of 
governmental authority.   
 
The reason that we are to be subject is due to the fact that God has established the institutions.  Write 
down by that verse, Titus 3:1 and I Peter 2:13-17.  (I Peter is a tribulation epistle.)  In those passages 
you will find that the same thing is enjoined.  Understand that doesn't mean that everything that the 
ruler does is right.  It does mean, however, that no matter the character of the ruler, he represents the 
ultimate human authority in the nation that he governs, or in the position that he has.  Whether it is 
local, government, state government, or national government, he represents authority.  Titus 3:1, 1 Peter 
2:13-17. 
 
In other words, the ‘powers that be’ are ordained of God.  God Almighty set up a system of governmental 
authority to control the universe.  The universe is not left without order; it is not left without authority; it 
is not left without a system of government.  God established positions of rank and authority in 
government both on the earth and in the heavens.  There are positions of rank and authority that you 
can see (on the earth), and there are positions of rank and authority that you can’t see (in the heavens).  
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Colossians 1:16 says that there are principalities and powers, positions of governmental authority, 
(thrones, dominions, powers). 
 
Romans 13:1 – “the powers that be are ordained of God”.   
 
What is he talking about there?  He is talking about government.  The word “power” there is the word 
“exousia”.  That is the word power, in the sense, of the authority to do it.  Do you understand that you 
can use the word power in several different ways?  You can say, “He can pick up a hundred pounds.  He 
is powerful because he can pick it up”.  That means he has the ability to pick it up. 
 
Or, you can say, “He has the power of attorney for someone”.  That means he has the authority to act in 
their behalf.  You have the power to go and get $100.00 out of his bank account.  You may have the 
physical prowess to be able to go and take it out, but do you have the authority?  That is a different 
question?   
 
The word “exousia” is the authority aspect, not so much your physical prowess or your ability, as far as 
being able to perform is concerned.  The word has to do with delegated authority.  Turn to Luke 4:6 

 

Romans 13:2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the 
ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves 
damnation.  

Notice:  The powers that be are ordained of God.  If you resist them, you are resisting what?  The 
ordinances of God—the rules, the things that God set down.  He is not saying that God elected Ronald 
Reagan, or God elected Jimmy Carter, or that God elected whoever is president now.  He is not saying 
that God put FDR in office.  He is not saying that he put Hitler in power.  He wasn't saying that he put 
Nero in power in his day.  That is not the issue.  The issue in the passage is the divine laws, and the 
divine institutions for the establishment of the human race; and they take us back to Genesis 1-11. 

 
There are 4 institutions in the Bible that are divinely established, and their purpose is the establishment 
of the human race.  In order to get them, you need to study the first 11 chapters of the book of Genesis.  
The institutions in Genesis 1-11 are still in effect today, not because those chapters are dispensationally 
operative today, but because they contain principles that were set down for the operation of the world.  
Most people put the dispensation of conscience and human government in there.  I don't do that; I think 
conscience is a system of knowledge, and we talked about that in class.  Human government is one of 

the divine institutions for the establishment of the human race.  But there are four of these institutions 
that are given.  They are permanent divine institutions for the establishment, protection, orderly 
functioning, survival, perpetuation, and blessing of the human race.  You need to know what they are.   
 

The first institution is volition.  It was established when God created man to operate rationally under the 
volition that is in his soul rather than by his instincts.  Volition is the first institution, and that volition is 
the key to the functioning of divine establishment.  The key for the functioning of the establishment of 
the human race is the issue of volition.  You have a will—a volition, a freedom to choose and make 
decisions in the details of your life.  God established volition as the very basic issue, and the most basic 
of all authority in human life.  Volition is the basis of all authority.  It is that freedom, that authority, that 
right of the individual to make decisions in life.  Volition is the basis of all accountability.  You have a 
will—a volition—therefore you are accountable.  You are responsible.  Why?  Because you can respond.  
You don't operate on the basis of instincts like an animal.  You have a volition—an ability to rationally 
respond and operate on volition.  That is part of the essence that God placed in your soul.  The first 
institution is volition. 
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The second institution is marriage—Genesis 2.  Marriage is structured to form the basis of stability in 
society.  It gives the basic stability to society, and it also forms the foundation of the third institution; and 
that is family. 
 
Family is the third foundation unit.  The institution of the family is for the safeguarding and the 
perpetuation of the human race.  The first institution is volition.  The second institution for the 
establishment of the race is marriage.  That gives the basic stability.  The third one is the family.  That 
gives the ability to safeguard, and to perpetuate mankind.   
 

The fourth institution is nationalism.  Nationalism is real important.  God divided the world into nations—
national entities with geographic boundaries.  That was done back in Genesis 9, 10, and 11, and 
nationalism is critically important.  That is what you are dealing with here in Romans 13—that fourth 
divinely established permanent institution for the establishment of mankind.  Nationalism is adherence to 
the laws of divine establishment. 
 
Each one of these institutions:  volition, marriage, family, and nationalism has laws in the Word of God—
principles whereby they operate.  You need to understand and know the principles whereby volition 
operates, whereby marriage operates, whereby family operates, and whereby nationalism operates.  
Adherence to the divine laws of establishment is under the institution of nationalism.  In other words, 
adhering to the principles and the laws of nationalism as set forth in the Word of God by a maximum 
number of people in a national entity, (a nation), guarantees some things.  It guarantees human 
freedom.  It guarantees privacy for the individual.  It guarantees the exercise of the first three 
institutions; and it also furnishes protection for the nation itself.  So it is very important that these things 
operate.   
 

With the creation of man in Genesis 1, the first institution is established—volition.  God made a rational 
creature.  He made man.  Man is able to rationally operate on the basis of his volition.  In Genesis 2, 
marriage is established.  It is a divine institution.  Genesis 2:22-24 
 
In Genesis 4, the family is established when Adam and Eve began to have children.  When you get to 
chapter 9, when Noah walked off the ark, human government was established.  Genesis 9:1-2.  Noah 

comes off the ark, and he is to go out and do what Adam was to do—to have dominion over the earth, to 
be fruitful, multiply, and replenish the earth.   
 
Genesis 9:5-6.  That is the institution of human government.  God said if somebody kills another man, I 
am going to require the murder's blood.  How is he going to require it?  Verse 6.  He is going to require it 
at the hand of another man.  In other words, men are established by God to execute His justice, and His 
judgment, and His principles in human relationships.  When you give a man the authority to do the 

ultimate in government, you give him the authority to do everything that comes up to that point.  
Generally speaking, dispensationalists say that the dispensation of human government begins right there.   
 

As I said before, I don't believe human government is a dispensation.  The dispensation that is effect in 
Genesis is the dispensation that Paul calls promise—from Adam to Moses.  That is the dispensational set 
up using Paul's terminology.  Human government, rather than being a dispensation, is one of the divine 
institutions that is permanently fixed from here on, in the life of men.  It is in effect today, and it is what 
he is dealing with in Romans 13.  Look at chapter 10, and watch the nationalism issue.   
 
Genesis 10:1-5.  God divides up the sons of men after their families, after their nations, and after their 
tongues. 
 
Genesis 10:31-32.  When God divides up the sons of men in Genesis 10, He divides them up 
geographically.  Those divisions become geographic divisions, racial divisions, and language divisions.  He 
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divides up national entities—national groups—basically with geographic boundaries.  The issue is 
nationalism—national entities being gathered together who identify together.   
 

Here is an individual—first institution, volition.  Then he gets married.  Now there are two of them—

second institution, marriage.  There are laws and principles for the individual to operate, and laws and 
principles for the husband and wife to operate.  Then a family comes along—propagation of the race.  
There is the third institution—family, and there are laws and principles whereby it operates.  But what 
happens when you get a family?  Another family always moves in next door, don't they?  Now you have 
more than one; now you have a community.  Just as God separated the husband and wife into a unit, 
and then separated parents with the kids into a family unit, He separates people into national entities.  In 
those national entities, there are certain rules and laws that He sets down for the operation of that 
nation; so that the nation can be perpetuated just like the family perpetuates the marriage, and 
perpetuates the individual, and so forth.  Each one builds on the other, and nationalism is the top one 
that God established.  Acts 17:24-27 
 
Understand again, that is not a blanket statement of obedience.  It is not just a statement of blanket 
obedience to everything that the government tells you.  I get a letter from somebody, and they say:  
“Ahh, what you are saying is that you have to go be obedient to the government.  You should have 
backed having the Jews in the concentration camps because Hitler said to do it.”  I am not making a 
blanket statement.  If it were a blanket statement, a statement of blanket obedience to everything that 
the government said, then that would be God in this passage, telling you to disobey him in another 
passage, wouldn't it?  Have common sense enough to understand that if the government tells you to do 
something that is disobedient to God, who should you obey?  God.  Right.  Why?  Because the 
government isn't functioning; it isn't telling you to do anything right. 
 
God isn't going to tell you to do something that is wrong in order to be obedient.  He isn't going to tell 
you to disobey Him in order to obey Him.  That wouldn’t make a lick of sense.  It isn't what He is talking 
about at all.  We are talking about the principles of the institution of government here.  The only 
exception to obedience and subjection to the government is when the government or the nation violates 
the Word of God.  In other words, when the government violates the other three institutions:  family, 
marriage or your  volition—personally and individually—to be obedient to what God says, then what do 
you do?  Acts 5:29, Acts 4:19-20 
 
In other words, God established laws for the human race, these positions of rank and authority in 
government on the earth.  When he established the universe, he set stations of rank and authority, 
(divine laws of establishment), out through the universe, and the earth is a part of that.  So where we 
are is a part of the program and the system of governmental authority that God established.  In 
Colossians 1:16, Paul describes that governmental authority.  He uses terms like that, and you look out 
and you see thrones, dominions, powers, and principalities.  Titus 3:1 

 

Romans 13:3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. 
Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and 
thou shalt have praise of the same:  

3  For rulers are not a terror to good works,  [Rulers—that is people that hold delegated authority in the 
echelons of government, whether local, state, or national government.  They are not a terror to good 
works.  If good works are able to be identified, then there has to be the existence of a common law in 
the national entity.  There are some common things that are described as good works and bad works.  
That is one of the characteristics of a nation with a common law; it provides a structure of common law 
for it's citizens.  They are not a terror to good works, but to what?]  but to the evil. [Evil works—people 
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that violate the law.]  Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt 
have praise of the same:   
 
What is the government going to do?  What is the legitimate function of the government when you are 
doing good works?  To interfere with you?  No.  To leave you alone; and say, “Hey man, good going, 
good going.  You're doing good.”  If you see somebody over doing something good, do you stop them, 
and tell them how to do it differently?  No.  They are doing it okay.  “Hey, that is great.”  The legitimate 
function of government is to provide as little interference as possible.  You see, as you go through here,  
you can see the principles involved in these things—not interference by the government, but what?  
Support of the other institutions:  family, marriage, and the individual.   
 

“Do that which is good and thou shall have praise of the same.”  Do you see that?  What are you 
supposed to do in society?  Under nationalism, the believer is responsible to participate in civic affairs, 
isn't he?  Aren't you supposed to do what is good?  You, as a believer, are expected to participate in the 
affairs of the society that you live in—to vote, to have jury duty, pay tax, obey the laws, defend your 
country, be a participating part of the community that you life in, resisting evil and doing good.  Do you 
know what you ought to be?  Christian people ought to be the best citizens in the country.  You ought to 
be the people that do good.  You resist evil and you do good.  Let me tell you something.  When you go 
out and participate in the community that you live in, and do what is good, you will have an effect.  It will 
be effective.   
 

 

Romans 13:4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou 
do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for 
he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that 
doeth evil.  

 (The issue is capital punishment)  

4  For he [the man who is administering the governmental authority] is the minister of God  [It 
is a divine institution.  It is something that God has established.] to thee for good.  But if thou 
do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain:  for he is the minister of 
God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.   
 
4  For he is the minister of God to thee for good.  [Did you notice that he is the minister of God?  This 
thing is a divine institution.  This is what God set up—the institution of nationalism.  He is the minister of 
God to thee for good.]  But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: 
for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.   
 
Nationalism is the basis of protection—externally and internally.  Externally it protects your house through 
military defense, and military victory.  Internally it protects you through proper enforcement, and 
administration of laws.  “If thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain.”  
There is the issue of laws that are executed, administered, and enforced; and evil doers are restrained.  
If you are doing good, we will leave you alone.  We praise you.  We say, get on with it man.  But if you 
are going to violate the law, potential violators, and actual violators have to be restrained.  How are you 
going to restrain them?  By effective enforcement:  fair, skillful administration and enforcement of laws.  
That is what he is talking about. 
 



“If thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain:  for he is a minister of God, 
a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.”  He bears not the sword in vain—that sword 
brings wrath upon people.  The issue there is capital punishment.  Listen to me:  you can't fulfill the 
function of keeping law and order without enforcing capital punishment.  It is impossible.  Capital 
punishment is a function of the state.  Is it a function of the individual?  The family?  Marriage?  No.  It is 
a function of the state.  Don't forget that.  Personal vengeance is out.  Chapter 12 told you that.  But the 
function of the state in executing criminals is that just and proper administration of the laws.   
 

In order to have capital punishment function properly in a society, you have to have justice.  You have to 
know the person that is being punished is guilty.  You have to have the skillful administration of the laws.  
It has to be properly done so everybody has confidence in it, and then it has to be done.  The good 
people have confidence in it, and the bad people say, well I think I'll be good next time.  It is a deterrent.  
The reason that it is a deterrent is because every time justice is violated.  Justice responds with 
execution.  If you only half- way administer the law, what happens?  It is a joke, and it is no deterrent.   
 
There are three types of killings that are authorized in the Bible.  Number one:  You are authorized to kill 
your enemy in battle that is fought for the preservation of a nation's freedom.  If you are fighting a battle 
for the preservation of your national freedom, that is a legitimate war; and you are authorized to kill your 
enemy because your enemy is threatening your national freedom.  Number two:  You are authorized to 
kill in personal defense.  If somebody is going to kill you, you have a right to defend yourself.  Number 
three:  There is the function of the state in executing the criminal, and that is what we call capital 
punishment.  Verses on that are Romans 13:4 and Deuteronomy 19:18-21. 
 
I want you to read these verses on your own.  We are not going to get to them, and I want to get 
through this governmental section during this class.  Capital punishment is authorized before the law:  
Genesis 9:5-6.  Under the law:  Leviticus 24:17.  Under grace:  Romans 13:4, and Acts 25:10-11.  Paul 
said if I have done anything worthy of death, I don't object to dying; you can go ahead and kill me.  
Under the kingdom, reign of Christ:  Isaiah 11:4.  Capital punishment is authorized before the law, under 
the law, under grace, and under the kingdom.  The intent of capital punishment is the preservation of 
human life.  It is a deterrent.   
 

Write down Deuteronomy 21:18-21 in your notes, and put a note beside it:  that will take care of the 

gang problem on the streets of the city of Chicago.  If you do what that passage says to do with a 
rebellious kid, you will take care of the gang problem in about two hours.  It says if Mommy and Daddy 
have a rebellious kid that they can't handle, take him down to the elders of the city—the authority of the 
city—and they take him out and publicly execute him.  There won't be any more sass in high school.  
Kindergarten kids would get straight real quick.  Do you know why?  It is a deterrent.  The reason for it is 
the preservation of human life—protection for other people.  Violators have to be stopped by the 
execution, by the carrying out of laws.  Now verse 5. 

 

Romans 13:5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, 
but also for conscience sake.  

I think the passage is rather obvious.  The ruler’s purpose is to put down evil works, to establish just 
laws, and see that they are skillfully administered and so forth.  The issue of human government finds its 
basis in the issue of capital punishment. 
 
I realize a lot of people get bent out of shape about capital punishment and that kind of thing.  I don’t 
blame them for doing that in a lot of cases, because the way it is executed today is a shambles and a 
farce.  But that doesn’t mean the institution is bad.  It just means that the way men manipulate it, the 
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way men use it, and the way sinful men connive to get around it, that is what is bad, and that is what 
makes it bad. 
 
Believers need to be subject to the law, not only for wrath sake.  You need to be motivated to avoid 
criminal behavior and to be good citizens, not just because you are going to get into trouble when you 
misbehave, but also for conscious sake.  You ought to be motivated to be a good citizen—the best citizen 
in the country—by the system of norms and standards of sound doctrine that are stored up in your soul.  
You are to have sound doctrine as the basis of operating your life, and your relationship with the 
government is to be stabilized in these things.  You are not always to be confused, anxious, defeated, 
and distracted by what is going on in the government.  We live in a day where you ought to be able to 
appreciate that.  You need to have the sound doctrine in your soul to understand the issues of 
nationalism; and understand what internationalism is; and understand how to properly relate to the 
government under which you function, (no matter what form of government it is), on the basis of the 
sound doctrine that you have in your soul.   

 

Romans 13:6 For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's 
ministers, attending continually upon this very thing.  

6  For for this cause pay ye tribute also: [Taxation is a legitimate function of the government, and it 
doesn't say if the tax is unjust or if it is burdensome, you have a right not to pay it.] for they are God's 
ministers, attending continually upon this very thing.  [Listen.] 

 

Romans 13:7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom 
tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to 
whom honour.  

My dear friend, the same system that was in effect in Jesus' day and in Paul's day is in effect today.  Do 
you remember the beginning of our study?  We are under the times of the Gentiles, aren't we?  Isn't the 
same system still going on today in the government of the world?  It sure is; it is the same system that 
Christ operated under when He said:  Render to Caesar the things that are Caesars, and to God the 
things that are God’s—that’s separation of church and state, but responsibility to both.  The same system 
that Paul was under is in operation today, and you and I are obligated to function on the basis of it.  
Render to every man their dues.  We are responsible to our nation, folks.   
 
The body of Christ supports good government.  How?  By teaching the Word of God, and by properly 
functioning in society.  We are going to get into society in just a minute, but folks,  never try to become 
the government.  Let me say this to you so that you understand.  Every system of government contains 
the elements within itself by which it eventually is going to be destroyed.  What are those elements? 
 
1.  Negative volition toward sound doctrine on the part of the believer—the believer not functioning 
properly.   
 

2.  Rejection of the principles and the laws of divine establishment for your nation by the believer and the 
unbeliever.  Then what happens?  Leviticus 26.  There are five cycles of judgment for a nation listed.  
The 5th cycle is destruction by war, because of the rejection of those principles.  When you reject the 
principles, light rejected because lightening.  Be sure your sins will find you out.  The only way a nation 
can last for a long span of time is adherence to these rules and these laws of divine establishment for 
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nations.  Understand that conflicts are always going to be there.  There will always be that constant 
conflict, because Satan's policy of evil is to destroy the things that God has set up.   
 
Do you remember what evil is?  Evil is the title of Satan's policy.  It is Satan's modus operandi.  Evil 
includes human good as well as human bad.  The tree of the knowledge of good and evil—remember the 
very first evil thinking in the garden of Eden after the fall?  It was the production of human good—
operation fig leaf.  The first time that Adam and Eve tried to put their hand forth with evil thinking, they 
produced something good.  Every attempt to solve the problems of life apart from God—human good—is 
evil.  Socialism, Communism, Internationalism, Altruism, Reformation, Humanitarianism, public welfare, 
government intervention, government coercion, religion, Liberalism, organized Christianity—name it; they 
are all attacks on the divine institutions.  You have to have sound doctrine in your soul, and understand 
that issue so that you can operate properly and orderly in society.  That is why that is there and it is 
critically important. 

 

Fulfilling the Law Through Love 

8-14: Relate to socity 

Romans 13:8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he 
that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.  

Romans 13:9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not 
kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt 
not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly 
comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself.  

The new Bibles omit the statement:  Thou shalt not bear false witness.  If you were in the business of 
doing that you wouldn't want a command telling you not to do it.   

 

Romans 13:10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law.  

Our sonship walk, as believers, is walking and living under grace, under agape love, walking in the Spirit 
with an understanding of what God’s Spirit has made us in the position we have in Christ, esteeming—
walking in—what God values and esteems.  All those things work together.  When you do that, the 
righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us, and we have it on demonstration. 
 
That is why there is no condemnation.  When you are walking in the Spirit you are not being condemned 
because the righteousness of the law is being fulfilled in you.  That is what we have “in Christ.”  But 
when you walk in the flesh, in your own efforts and abilities to perform, God’s justice will not accept that, 
because it can’t make it. 
 



Notice the emphasis on your neighbor, on any man, and on other people.  He is beginning to deal with 
the issue of your relationship with people around you in society and how you should relate to the world 
around you.  The way you relate to it is the issue of having a love relationship.  You understand by now 
what love is; we have talked about it over and over again.  Love is a mental attitude of value and 
esteem—a mental attitude.  It is not the emotional warm personal feeling, but it is agape—that 
relationship where you can properly relate to the world.  You see the value and the worth that God sees 
in the world.  You see proper value, and you have the proper esteem for other people; so that you can 
acknowledge their real value, and their real worth before God.  
 
When you look at the world around you, you need to have the capacity to look at it in a love relationship.  
Don't be in a relationship in the world where you forget to pay that debt of love that you have to the 
world.  Back in chapter 1, Paul says:  I am a debtor, therefore I am ready to preach the gospel to you 
that are at Rome also.  Having been given so much from God, you and I owe a debt; not just to Him, but 
we have a responsibility to other people around us to share with them the life-giving message that we 
have—God’s great love for us and for them.  So we are to owe no man anything, but to love one another.  
In other words, you owe them a debt of love; and again, love is the ability to properly value and esteem 
them so that you can acknowledge and recognize their worth before God—the value that God places on 
them.   
 
Grace doesn't lead you to sin, folks, that is very obvious here.  Understand how God operates today in 
grace.  He isn't imputing the trespasses of the world against itself, but there is value and there is esteem 
for the world, there is worth that God sees in the world.  When you see the worth that He puts there, 
you are going to be able to deal with your fellow man on the basis of the value that God sees in him.  
The value that God sees isn't a dollar sign.  Do you want me to say that again?  The religious system 
sees people, and do you know what they see?  Money, influence, prestige, and that kind of thing. 
 
I was in a place just last weekend preaching, where there were a bunch of preachers, and churches—
grace churches—in that area.  The pastor of the church is really carrying on a work, preaching the Word 
rightly divided.  He took me around to visit 5 or 6 different grace churches, (so called).  We sat and 
talked with some pastors, and I got stirred up, and the preacher that I was visiting was a little surprised 
that I would get so stirred up.  I talked to some of these grace men, and they aggravated me.  I mean I 
got aggravated, and I said, I don't want to go see any more of these guys.  I am getting nervous here; I 
am just about to walk out on the hayfield a while just to get some steam off.  I don't want to go talk to 
these guys who only see money in a congregation.  “I mean to get 250 people in a building and build a 
big building to hold 250 people.”—it was a church of 50, but they would build this big building.  Why?  
Visitors would come in from a certain denomination, and you get their money, and their attendance, and 
one of you builds this building. 
 
What do you do when you preach?  Do you see the real value and esteem that God places in those 
people, and preach the gospel to them, and try to help them grow, and try to get the truth to them?  
Well this guy wasn't thinking that way.  Do you know what he was doing?  “Well let's not say anything 
that makes them mad; because they give real well, and it is nice to be able to say that you had 250 this 
morning,” and that kind of stuff.  Listen.  Do you know what that preacher was doing?  He is in debt and 
he isn't paying his bills.  Do you get what I am saying to you?  In your relationship to the world out 
there, you owe them a debt of love; and God Almighty expects you to love them enough to do for them 
what He wants done; and don't fail to discharge that debt.  He that loveth another hath fulfilled the law—
that is the issue.   
 
Romans 13:9-10 
9  For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear 
false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended 
in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
10  Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
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Listen people, grace sets you free to love and to live on the basis of what God values and esteems, and 
grace won't lead you to sin.  If you live in sin, it isn't because you are following grace.  Grace teaches you 
to deny ungodliness and worldly lust, and to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this world.  Grace 
teaches you to do what those verses are saying.  Grace teaches you not to steal.  Grace teaches you not 
to commit adultery.  Grace teaches you not to lie.  Grace teaches you not to covet, and if there is any 
other thing that is good for people, it will teach you to do that; because grace never does something that 
is going to harm somebody else.  What does it always do?  It does good,that is the issue here.  It 
enables you to properly relate to others in the most wholesome and honorable way.   
 
Those verses are talking about clean living, and honest and honorable living.  And my dear friend, clean 
lives honestly and honorably lived is the fruit of grace; and that is the kind of conduct, and lifestyle, and 
relationship that you are to have with society around you.  You are to go do them good.  Don't forget 
that.  And when you teach your people in your church, you are to teach them to do society good; and to 
be good people living honestly and honorably in a community, and doing good in the community.  Teach 
them to do what is right, because you know what grace motivates you to do:  what is right.   

 

Romans 13:11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to 
awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we 
believed.  

“And that, knowing the time, that it is now high time to awake out of sleep.”  So I have Know the Time 
up here.  Paul says there are some things we ought to know.  The context of the passage is about our 
functioning on the basis of our sonship status - our position that we have in Christ.  The entire context is 
dealing with our walk in the world and how we should live as citizens in the world, so Paul says that we 
have sound doctrine down in our soul that teaches us some information.  I want to try to communicate to 
people that we know some things: we know the time.   
 

Can you think of some verses from the Book of Romans that are like this?  Remember Chapter 6 where 
Paul says, “Know ye not . . .?”  Don’t you know?  Paul keeps saying, Don’t you guys know . . .?    
 
You know some things, so I am going to start out - and it might be very possible that my introduction will 
work right into this point (I.) easily because the context has to do with your knowing who you are as 
sons.  We know some things; we have some good information.  I’m not going to spend much time here, 
but I want to make my point: Paul says we know something; we know the time.   

 
What time is it, then?  I am going to need a transition sentence: we know something.  
 
What do you know? 
 
We know the time. 
 

What time is it? 
 
We know that now it is high time to awake out of sleep.  Hey, man, Paul says, We know something. 
 
What do you know?  (Ask the question.) 
 
We know it’s time to wake up!  It’s time to get up. 
 



Did you ever hear the alarm clock ring?  Paul says the alarm clock is ringing in your ears.  Do you see the 
illustration?  Isn’t that how you wake up in the morning when the buzzer rings?  Some of you have 
watches beeping here now.  Every time they beep, I jump.  That’s that alarm.  It’s to awake you up.  So 
Paul says, We know the time.  Hey, man, it’s time to wake up!  You can use one sentence to illustrate it, 
and do you know what it does in people’s minds? 
 
“I got it!”  Now, you don’t know what the picture is in their minds; you don’t know what their alarm clock 
looks like or sounds like, but they think, “I got it!  I’m supposed to be getting up.” 
 
What do you do when you get up in the morning?  Why do you get up?  Hey, man, if you don’t have 
anything you have to do, what do you do?  You sleep in.  You get up because you have somewhere to go 
- some job, some obligations, some responsibilities to fulfill.  So Paul says, We know something.  We 
know the time. 
 
What time is it? 
 
It’s time to wake up.  It’s high time!  Hey, the alarm clock has gone off, and I reached over and pushed 
the “snooze” button; now it’s gone off for the second time. 
 
When I was a kid, I hated to get up.  My mother had a routine in the morning.  My dad would get up, go 
into the bathroom, come out and go down to the breakfast table.  My dad never sat down a day in his life 
at the breakfast table until breakfast was on the table.  He didn’t come to the table and wait for it to be 
served.  He came when his plate was already on the table.  My mom had it all timed.  She would call my 
brother and me, and we would lie in bed.  She called the second time, and this time she came to the hall 
door.  The third time, she was coming with the bolo paddle; it was high time to get up, brother!  I 
learned that I could wait two times, but I had better not wait for that third one.  It was high time to get 
up! 
 
Are you telling me that a Christian can be asleep?  Do you see what I have done?  I am explaining the 
passage, and I have movement, amplification, and explanation down through here.  In a minute, I am 
going to start pouncing on some doctrine because the doctrine that I want to get into is down under the 
third point.  What’s my purpose?  It’s to motivate people to walk in the light, and here is my doctrine 
about walking in the light.  But I want to get them into the passage, and I want them to get some 
understanding about what’s going on so I’m going down through the passage.  But I am thinking about 
this as I write these illustrations down.  Think your way through the passage like that, and write these 
things down. 
 
Then “it is high time to wake out of sleep.”  Wait a minute!  Do you mean a believer can be asleep? 
You’ve heard me do that when I’m preaching, haven’t you?  That’s an effective way to say it.  Well, can 
they? 
 
I don’t know. 
 
Now you have to answer the question.  How are you going to answer the question?  Well, let’s expand 
the idea for a minute.  Come over to Ephesians, Chapter 5.  In your gathering of information, you ran 
across some passages that told you a Christian could be asleep.  Ephesians 5:14 
 
“Now it is high time to awake out of sleep . . . “    
 
“Why should we wake up?” 
 
“Wake up!” 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=49.5.14|_AUTODETECT_|


“Why, Paul?” 
 
“For now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.” 
 
Are you saved out there today?  Well, if you are, how in the world can your salvation be nearer if you are 
already saved. 
 
It’s important that you understand sound Bible doctrine.  That’s a transition statement to get us into a 
study of what the salvation here is.  It’s important that you understand sound Bible doctrine.    When he 
says, “Now is our salvation nearer than when we believed,” you need to understand that salvation in the 
Bible comes in three tenses, and you want to explain to them quickly the issue of salvation: past tense - I 
was saved when I trusted Christ; present tense - I am now being saved, and there is a future tense - I 
shall be saved. 
 
Get two passages with me: Romans 5:9 and 1 Thessalonians 5:9. 

 

Romans 13:12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore 
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.  

Cast them off!  I mean, fellows, get up out of that bed!  Get your feet up over your head and kick those 
bed covers off, man!   
 
There are all kinds of illustrations you can use.  I gave you one about a lady getting a bug on her and 
throwing it off and having the heebie-jeebies, you know.  Get an illustration.  I’ve given you a bunch of 
illustrations, trying to impress on you that you don’t have to use long stories.  The majority of illustrations 
that I use are not stories.  They are little sentences or phrases or descriptive things.  That’s not to say 
that stories are not good; stories are excellent, but you have to spend a great deal of time collecting 
them.  We’ll talk more about that later.  But you see, you fill your message in like that. 
 
So we know the time - it is time to awake.  The night is far spent; the day is at hand.  A sleeping 
Christian looks just like a lost man.  Paul says, Hey!  It’s time to get up.  You have no business being 
asleep at the switch.  Get up, man!  The alarm clock is ringing.  Why?  The night is over. 
 
Did your wife ever come and shake you and say, “Get up!  It’s time to get up!”  There’s a job to do.  
That’s a transition sentence.  There’s a job to do.  Look at what he says next: 
 
Let us therefore [because it is time to get up] cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the 
armour of light.  Do you see that?  It’s time for you to take action. Let us cast off the works of darkness - 
personal action is called for here: let us cast off; let us put on.  What are we going to cast off?  The 
works of darkness.  What are we going to put on?  The armour of light.   
 
Darkness and light are opposites, like day and night.  Do you remember studying contrasts?  Folks, you 
couldn’t beat this passage with a stick.  Now, I just used a very poor term to describe the connections in 
the verse.   
 
Now, what is darkness?  We are going to expand on it.  Let’s run a verse or two on darkness.  Let’s go to 
Colossians 1:13, Ephesians 6 or Romans 1:21, 22 and talk about being delivered from the powers of 
darkness, the rulers of the darkness of this world, their foolish heart was darkened.  Darkness in the Bible 
is a reference to Satan’s program.  It’s what is done in the night, you see.  “Put on the armour of light.”  
Light is God’s program.  God is light.  You can go on with that issue.   
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We are to cast off the works of darkness.  What are the works of darkness?  Ask the question.  What are 
we going to do when we get down to this last point at the end of the outline?  When I get down to 
amplifying it, I am going to revise my outline a little bit.  I am filling in my outline, writing notes and 
getting it all together. 
 
The first thing I am going to do is to make  3.  A.  Darkness vs. Light.  I am going to explain what 
darkness is; I am going to explain that light is God’s program.  Hey, you’ve been saved from the night 
and placed into the day - from darkness into the light.  You are “children of light,” Ephesians 5:8 says.  
What are you supposed to do, then?  B.  You are to cast off the darkness and 
 
put on the light.  You know what casting it off is, don’t you?  That’s getting shut of it.  But wait a minute!  
I have another problem: I have some information in Verse 13 that tells me what the works of darkness 
are, so I say, “I am to cast it off.  I am to take the works of darkness and get shut of them.  I don’t want 
them around me.  I get the heebie-jeebies when they are close by.   
 
You let a mouse run down the church aisle Sunday morning and see what happens.  We have a mouse in 
the church, and if he goes running down the aisle, the ladies will all go, “Eeeek!”  Some of the men might 
even shy away.  Get an illustration.  Make fun of yourself if you can.  If you can tell a good, juicy 
illustration about somebody’s wife, she wouldn’t get mad at you.  I don’t mean embarrass her; just 
something silly like that.  People remember that and it jollies them up. 
 
I.  KNOW THE TIME 
 
II.  TIME TO AWAKE 
 
A.  Can a Christian Be Asleep? 
B.  Night Far Spent 
C.  Day Is at Hand 
 
III.  THEREFORE - TAKE ACTION 
 
A.  Darkness vs. Light 
B.  Cast Off Darkness; Put On Light 
C.  Put On Christ  
 
Now, you are down this far in your message, and you are two-thirds of the way home.  Folks are 
mentally going to get a little languid, but you are making hay right now.  A little humor doesn’t hurt.  This 
is a good place to use a little humor.   
 
Cast off - get shut of it.  Put on the armour of light, just like putting on clothes.  Clothe yourself in it.  
Have you ever seen a woman get a mink stole?  She’ll put it on and look at it in the mirror and turn this 
way and that.  Make a big deal out of it. 
 
Have you ever seen a man get a new suit?  I saw a guy one time (you see, the illustration just comes to 
my mind) down in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, go into a store and buy a bathing suit.  That’s about the 
silliest thing I ever saw in my life, and it would make a great illustration.  Get your mind working, and 
these things will come.  Don’t spend a long time on it; just get it.  Illustrations to explain and amplify 
don’t need a lot of time.  An illustration to convince when you really have to get into it, that’s something 
else, but just to illustrate a point, make them as quick as you can.   
 
Are you a part of the night or of the day?  The day.  What do people do in the night?  Come over to 1 
Thessalonians 5.  1 Thessalonians 5:4-8 
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Let's not live like unsaved people.  Let's not live like the world.  Let's put on the armor of light.  Paul says 
don't go to sleep.  Going to sleep is just living like the unsaved world out there.  Look at 1 Corinthians 15, 
and Ephesians 5.  1 Corinthians 15:33-34 
 
Hey folks, what we are involved in here is the issue.  Don't let the world put you to sleep.  What happens 
when you go to sleep?  Are you conscious?  No.  If a believer is asleep is he conscious of all that he has 
in Christ?  Isn’t he going on human viewpoint, not on divine viewpoint?  Is he dreaming?  Don't you 
dream when you sleep?  They say you do whether you remember it or not.  Are you living in a dream 
world?  How many believers do you know, and how often do you get in a dream world, where what you 
are doing has absolutely nothing to do with what God is doing.  How many Christians do you know whose 
Christian life is nothing but a dream, a fantasy world, with no reality in it at all? 
 
Do you want to preach?  Think about what you do at night, and you will figure out some things.  Are you 
very active when you are asleep?  Are you getting any work done?  Is that time productive?  No.  You 
thrash around in the bed at night, and pull the sheets all out, and in the morning what do you have to do 
to the bed?  You have to make it up again.  You have to straighten it out.  Your activity would have been 
better if you didn't have it.  It wasn't of any value.   
 

The adversary wants you to be an inactive believer, he wants to put you to sleep, put you out of the 
battle, put you out of commission.  When he says:  The night is far spent, the day is at hand,” he is 
saying that the world is soon going to pass, so don't be seduced into being a part of it; because it is not 
going to last.  It is not our thing and it is not who we are.  The idea is, don't be a part of it.  Separate 
from it, just as light separate from darkness.  The night is far spent, and the day is at hand.   
 

By the way, those are great good passages on Paul's expectation of the rapture in his own lifetime.  He 
didn't expect 2000 years.  When you compare that to I Thessalonian 5, he is talking about the rapture, 
the day of the Lord, and the tribulation.  So he expects it to happen sometime soon.  Because the night is 
far spent, and the day is at hand, because the world is soon going to pass; let us therefore cast off the 
works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.   
 
There is that replacement principle that we talked about back in chapter 12—put off/put on.  That is one 

of the operative principles of grace, and Paul is saying:  Hey, let's go out here in the world, and pay our 
debt of love to the world, but let's not be a part of it.  Let's put off the unfruitful works of darkness, and 
let's put on the armor—protection.  Jesus told his disciples:  I send you out a sheep among wolves; be 
wise as serpents and harmless as doves.  That is, have a mental attitude of preparedness.  Mr. O'Hare 
used to say you have to have the heart of a dove, and the hide of a rhinoceros.  There is a lot of truth in 
that.  
 

 

Romans 13:13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and 
envying.   

“Cast off the works of darkness”: what do you mean by “the works of darkness”?  Did you notice that he 
says “the works of darkness,” but he doesn’t say “the works of light”; he says “the armour of light.”  
Here’s a real point.  The works of darkness are described in Verse 13: rioting and drunkenness, 
chambering and wantonness, strife and envying.  Do you know that when you do those things, they are 
the works of the night: the unfruitful works of darkness.  That is what they are.  John 3:19 says that men 
to them at night because their deeds are evil.  What are the works of darkness?   
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Rioting: carousing and partying; orgies.    
 
Drunkenness: that’s pretty plain, isn’t it?  God doesn’t call it “alcoholism”; God calls it “drunkenness.”   
 
Chambering and wantonness: Look the words up.  Get a dictionary and look them up.  Chambering 
literally means bed-hopping.  It’s talking about sexual immorality.  It’s talking about a man and a woman 
in the chamber, and then he (or she) goes over to another chamber and another partner, etc.  Like Peter 
says, “Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin.”   
 
Strife and envying:  Hey, did you notice those last two?   Strife (that’s dissension) and envy (that’s 
jealousy) - he calls those things as bad as sexual immorality.   Do you ever get mad at the folks down the 
street for partying all night?  God says envy and dissension - sins of the spirit - are as wicked in His sight 
as their partying.  Just look at the audience, and let silence make your point for you.  See how that 
works?  Work at this; get those ideas in your message, and think about what you are doing.   
 
Let us walk honestly, as in the day; [What kind of walk should you have in the world?  In society?  An 
honest walk.] not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and 
envying.  [That is the way that the world walks, and he says don't do those things.] 
 
Let me ask you something.  Did you put on the Lord Jesus Christ when you trusted Him?  Positionally you 
did, (Galatians 3).  Then what does he mean when he says put on the Lord Jesus Christ?  Put off that 
conduct in verse 13, and put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh.  He is talking 
about taking the positional truth that you learned in chapter 6, and making it part of the daily activity and 
conduct of your life.  Make your walk match the position that you have in Christ.  Live like who you are.   
 

Experientially, in the details of your life, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and don't make any arrangements 
to fulfill the lusts of the flesh.  Do you know what that verse is saying, gentlemen?  It means that you 
have to plan to do the will of God.  When you get out there in the world, and you are living in society, 
and you are working on the job, or you are living in a neighborhood, or you are going to the ballgame 
with the kids, or you are just trying to make ends meet and pay the bills and make it through the world, 
or you walk to Sears and look at that brand new color television, or you ride by the automobile dealership 
and look at those shiny automobiles, or whatever it is, make no provision for the flesh to fulfill the lusts 
thereof.  Galatians 5:16   
 
 

 

Romans 13:14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not 
provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.  

Romans 13:11-14 “And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is 
our salvation nearer than when we believed.12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand; let us therefore 
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.13 Let us walk honestly, as in the 

day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.14 But 
put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.” 
 
Now, what do you have?  What can you say about that passage? 
 
1.  Knowing the time     8.  The day is at hand 
2.  Now is the time     9.  Put on Christ 
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3.  Awake from sleep     10. Walk honestly 
4.  Salvation is near                11. Walk in the day. 
5.  Night and day     12. No provision for the flesh 
6.  Cast off      13.  Armour of light 
7.  The night is far spent 
 
Now, how can we link these things up?  We know the time: now is the time (one and two).  Those two 
link together.  Arise from sleep; when do you sleep?  At night, so those two link (three and five).  There 
is information about the night and information about the day.  What can we put together about the 
night?  The night is far spent; casting off the works of darkness; put on the armour of light (six, seven 
and thirteen).  The day is at hand and the night is far spent (seven and eight).  Do you remember when 
we studied about looking for contrasts and comparisons?  There is a contrast.  Maybe you can do 
something with that. 
 
We know the time.  What time is it?  The night is far spent; the day is at hand.  We know some things, 
folks.  We’re not just a bunch of dummies that don’t know anything.  We have information from the word 
of God.  The Bible tells us what time it is: we know the time.  There’s a point.  We’re just putting 
information together now; we are trying to link up some parts.  We might make a lot of link-ups that we 
don’t use, but let’s put it down like this: 
 
I.  We Know the Time 
 
A.  The night is far spent 
B.  The day is at hand 
 
II.  Time to Awake 
 
The night is far spent; the day is at hand.  That means the Lord Jesus Christ is fixing to show up 
sometime soon. So we know the time.  Is there anything else there about knowing the time?  All right, 
we know something else: we know it is time to awake out of sleep.  Why should we awake?  Because the 
night is far spent and the day is at hand.  Those things ought to be under Roman  2, shouldn’t they?  
These are supporting reasons as to why we should awake.  Look at Verse 11:   
 
And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation 
nearer than when we believed. 
 
Let the verse tell you how to put the thing together. 
 
I.  We Know the Time 
 
II.  Time to Awake 
 
A.  The night is far spent 
B.  The day is at hand 
 
III.  Therefore 
 
A.  Put off works of darkness 
B.  Put on the armour of light 
 
IV.  Put on Christ 
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(I.) We know the time.  Hey, folks, we are not walking in darkness without any information.  We know 
the time.  God tells us: You people know what time it is. 
 
“Well, what time is it, Lord?” 
 
It’s time to wake up!  So, I’m going to put A and B under the second point: it’s time to awake because 
(A) The night is far spent, and (B) The day is at hand.  Therefore, do what?  Cast off the works of 
darkness and put on the armour of light.  Roman  3: therefore we should do something.  Therefore: 
because of something we know that tells us what to do, what should we do?  Cast off the works of 
darkness and put on the armour of light.  There is that put off-put on principle involved there.  So, I have 
a third point that says therefore: put off the works of darkness and put on the armour of light. 
 
Now, what is darkness?  Well, Verse 13 says, “Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.”  Then if I want to define 
light and darkness, where do I go?  Verse 13.  “Put off the works of darkness”; what are the works of 
darkness?  “Put on the armour of light.”  Verse 13 gives me the explanation, and then Verse 14 says, 
“But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.”  
There is a command in that last verse that tells me to put on Christ - to be occupied with Him. 
 
Now, you see I am trying to link these things together.  Awake from sleep: there’s a main point.  
Salvation is near; night and day - those two things link together.  Cast off darkness; put on the armour of 
light.  Day is at hand; night and day - I’m going to link those together.  Salvation is near; the day is at 
hand - those two link together.  Put on Christ fits with armour of light.  At the same time, I am making 
some divisions. 
 
Now, let’s take those divisions and try to work an outline from them.  Do you see a purpose running 
through all that information that we can use as a unifying factor?  What do you see in that information 
that we have put on the table that we can use for a purpose statement? 
 
No excuse for ignorance?  No excuse for ignorance about what?  About salvation?  You have to be 
specific.  You have a general statement there, but you also have to be specific.  You start with the 
general and work to the specific.  What’s the specific issue about salvation in that passage?  Are we 
talking about “by grace are ye saved through faith”?  It’s time for Christ to come.  Doesn’t it have to do 
with our life in relationship to the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ is coming back?  In view of Christ’s 
coming, we ought to live a life that honors Him down here.  Isn’t that logical?  We want to talk about 
salvation.  When Paul says that “now is our salvation nearer than when we believed,” nearer goes with 
the day is at hand.  He is talking about the ultimate salvation at Christ’s coming.  He is not talking about 
initial salvation; he is talking about the ultimate salvation when Christ comes. 
 
Now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.  The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us 
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 
Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, 
not in strife and envying.  But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to 
fulfil the lusts thereof. 
 
All right, we know the time.  Write me a purpose statement.  I want to inform, convince, motivate - what 
do I want to do?  What’s Paul doing here?  He’s trying to motivate some people, isn’t he?  Get your 
purpose from the passage.  You don’t want to go to the passage and try to thwart what Paul is doing.  
He is trying to motivate some people.  I want to motivate my congregation to walk in the light.  Paul says 
it in Verse 14: “But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Walk in the light.  That is the same thing. 
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I want to motivate my people to awake from sleep.  I want to inform them and convince them, but my 
goad is to motivate them to do what?  To walk in the light.  That’s a little nebulous; what does that 
mean?  Well, explain what that means as you preach. 
 
Now, we have a purpose.  How can we take that information and put it together?  We have basically four 
points: 1) we know the time, 2) it’s time to awake.  Why?  The night is far spent; the day is at hand; our 
salvation is near.  3) Therefore there is a certain type of conduct we should follow.  We should put off the 
old and put on the new.  4) Then he says to “put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ.”  That is a statement and a 
sort of conclusion all together. 
 
When you want to motivate somebody, you are not very interested in making the points: one, two three.  
What do you want to do?  You want to get them there.  You are not going to be worried about saying 
“one, two, three” to people, so when you make your outline, you don’t worry about getting an alliterative 
outline with every word beginning with the same letter, etc.  You’ll have a mess if you try to make that 
kind of outline with this because what you are going to have is point one leading into point two, and 
point two is going to be your purpose statement.  You’ve given them your purpose - you’ve told them 
what to do.  You’ve given them the reason.  Now you are going to tell them how to do it.  You are going 
to give them specific information about what it means to walk in the light. What does that mean? 
 
There are two ways to walk: put off the old man, and put on the new man.  Do you know what Paul 
teaches about Christian conduct?  You see, all of a sudden you are in a great lesson right here about a 
doctrine that you understand because you have that reserve power: the put off-put on principle. 
 
What we want to do now that we have our information, our parts linked together and our outline, is to fill 
in the outline.  Do you see how we have the points, but they are not really stated very well?  So we need 
to write out the points in a way that, when we read it, it is going to make some sense to us.  We have a 
logical flow.  Of course, we are going to introduce the message.  Paul is writing to the Romans.  Point 
number one; what do we want to make point number one? 
 
Paul says, “Knowing the time.”  We have some information.  We know the time.  You don’t have to spend 
a lot of time on that.  Some points don’t require a lot of time.  He just makes that one statement, but it’s 
something you have to say.  Now, later on, when we get to working on the introduction, we might want 
to make that the introduction.  Probably not, but maybe we will, but now we are trying to get the body of 
the message together.  Later on, we will think about it.  If we want to take one of the “Romans” off, we 
can do that.  We want to take the main thrust of your message - the main statements, the main divisions 
- and make them your main points.   
 
Number one, we know the time; we know something.  We have some information, folks.  You don’t need 
to walk around not knowing what’s going on.  God has equipped you with understanding.  You’ve heard 
me say this a thousand times: your Christian life doesn’t operate on the basis of ignorance.  You have 
some knowledge and information.  Number two, we know what time it is.  Hey, people!  It’s time to 
awake!  God says to wake up. There is an awakening cry here.  He says, Wake up!   
 
Are you telling me that Christians can be asleep?  Now, can you think of any contrasting verses on that?  
Sure, you can.  You see, the focus is the passage.  Now is the time; we know the time - it is time to 
awake out of sleep.  In other words, Christian people have a tendency to go to sleep.  There is a 
tendency that Christians have to get drowsy.  Do you understand how you can use that point?  I can 
think of three verses right off: I Corinthians 15, Galatians 6, I Thessalonians 5.  Christians tend to get 
drowsy; therefore (because of the critical nature of the situation, because of the time element involved) 
“cast off the works of darkness.”  He says “cast off” - throw away - the works of darkness.  He is very 
clear about what kind of conduct we should have.   
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It is time to take action.  What action?  Cast off!  Hey, folks, it’s time to wake up and take action!  Now, 
that is a transition statement.  When I make my outline, my transition statements are going to be just 
before point number two ( 2) and just before point number three ( 3).  In my first transition statement, I 
am going to say, “We know the time, and it is time to wake up.”   
 
“What does that mean?”  
 
“It means it is time to take action.”   
 
“What are we supposed to do?” 
 
“Cast off the works of darkness.” 
 
Now, those words “cast off,” do you notice what he said?  Do you see how you can take “cast off?” and 
then he says “put on.”  Do you sense the urgency in that?  Do you see how you can explain that?   
 
I have on an old coat, and I fall in the mud.  I cast off the coat.  Have you even seen anybody cast 
something off?  Think of an illustration. Have you ever seen somebody have a spider fall on him, or have 
you ever seen a lady have mouse drop down from a rafter on her?  I saw something like that happen 
once.  There is an illustration that everybody understands, and they understand the compelling revulsion 
to throw it off - cast it off.   
 
Put it on: have you ever seen a woman take a diamond ring and put it on and hold it out there and look 
at it?  You know, illustrate the action of putting off and putting on. 
 
Now, what is it that we are going to cast off and put on?  You are going to put something off and put 
something on.  That is point number one (A) and point number two (B).  What is it we are supposed to 
put off, and what is it we are supposed to put on?  It is important to notice that.  Look at Verse 13: you 
are to “put on the armour of light.”  What’s that?  Verses 13 and 14.  Do you see how you work through 
that?   
 
Now, you have your outline together, but when you preach that, you are not going to say, “My first point 
is this, and my second point is this, and my third point is this.”  That’s nonsense.  Your problem isn’t to 
announce your points; your problem is to have order so that you have points and have movement so that 
you get somewhere.  Where are you trying to get?  You are trying to make them see how important and 
how compelling the moment is to get rid of the works of darkness - everything unworthy in your life - 
and put on Christ.   
 
Now, what we just did is to get a loose outline; we linked up the parts, we arranged them and then we 
made an outline.  Then we began to fill it in.  We will go into that next time.  What we did here was to 
take the things out of the passage.  The passage gives you order, you see.  A sermon is not a literary 
analysis of a passage.  That’s why it’s okay, when you are in Verse 12 (cast off the works of darkness, 
and put on the armour of light) to go down to Verses 13 and 14 to explain what the works of darkness 
are and what it means to put on the armour of light.  You see, you are using the passage to teach itself, 
and you are drawing information out of it.  So you follow the order of the passage.   
 
There are many ways of doing that passage.  What we just did with it, I never did before.  I wrote an 
outline on a passage that had seven points.  I read the passage five times, and I divided it up into seven 
sections and wrote seven points down.  What I would have done with this passage is entirely different, 
but this is fine.  This will preach, fellows.  Somebody ought to write that outline down.  That will work. 
 
This is basically the way we are going to go with the message: main points: 1) Know the time.  In other 
words, you, as a believer, know some things.  You are not just in the dark.  The time is:  2) It is time to 



awake.  3) Therefore (because we know the time, and it is time to awake), we need to do something.  
We need to take action.  We need to cast off; we need to put on, and then the last statement in the 
passage is 4) “put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ . . .”  
 
I’m going to redo this outline.  III. B. is going to be Cast Off Darkness - Put On Light, and then I’m going 
to describe the works of darkness.  Instead of point IV., I am going to make it  III. C.  PUT ON CHRIST.  
What does it mean to put on Christ?  I thought you put Him on when you got saved.  Doesn’t Galatians, 
Chapter 3, say “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ”?  What do you 
mean “put on Christ”?   
 
Colossians 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him. 
 
What do you do?  You put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh.  You don't make 
arrangements to fulfill the lusts of the flesh.  You put on Christ experientially.  Putting on Christ, (back in 
verse 12), is putting on the armor of light.  He is talking about reflecting Him in your life—reflecting Him 
with your lips.  That is what is going to protect you from sin.  If you live for the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
details of your life, do you know what it is going to do?  It is going to protect your life from sin.  You 
might get opposition for your testimony’s sake, because you share the gospel and preach the Word, but I 
tell you what, it will put a pressure on you that will keep you right—that will help you stay right.  It will 
help you in your sanctification.   
 
Remember these two words:  service sanctifies.  If you will serve the Lord openly, as in the day—like a 
bright light in the midst of darkness—do you know something, folks?  There will be a pressure put upon 
you just naturally to stay right for Him, and you will be more conscious of what you are doing, and you 
won't be able to sleep at the switch.  How do you relate to society?  Separation from the world, and 
personal holiness is a must.  What is my relationship to the world to be?  It is to be one of personal 
holiness, and separation from the system, and going out there and preaching that message, and sharing 
that value and esteem that God has for them—a positive ministry, not contaminated.   
 

Separation has nothing to do with not having any contact with the world.  It has to do with not being 
contaminated by it, or dominated by it.  That is the only way that you can protect yourself and the 
message that you have to proclaim.  If you have not realized it yet, you are going to realize it:  there is a 
battle on, and that is the reason that it is the armor of light.  If Satan can't get you to cut the corner on 
the message you preach, he will try to contaminate the messenger so that the message isn't listened to.  
Titus 2:7-10 
 
Look at Romans 13:12-14 – “The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works 
of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.”  Now, what is the armour of light?  It is obvious what 
it is when you read verses 13 and 14.  It is “put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the 
flesh.”  It is the opposite of the works of darkness.  He is talking about your walk.  You are to put on a 
certain kind of walk – a lifestyle that reflects the life and the light of the Lord Jesus Christ.  And that is 
protection!  It is armour against the flesh. 
 
Do you want some protection against the works of the flesh?  Then put on the armour of light as per 
Ephesians 5:8-14.  We already discussed that in some great detail.  Turn to 2 Corinthians 6:3-7 

 

 

Romans: 14 
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We are going to continue in Romans 14 where we left off last time.  I want to point out to you that we 
are going rather quickly through these passages, and you need to study them more in depth.  Generally 
speaking, all of the books that we have studied so far, and everything that we study in this class, we’ve 
gone through too quickly.  But if you get the overview, and the general sense of what is going on, you 
can ferret out the particulars.   
 
You have come to the place now in the book of Romans, where spiritual maturity is being attained.  You 
are getting that foundational information about what God has given you in Christ, and who you are.  You 
understand that simply the intake of Bible doctrine doesn't do it.  You have to also have that combination 
of the Spirit of God's activity in your soul; and building and storing this information in your soul.  I trust 
that you are doing that prayerfully and by faith—taking this information, and making it a part of the 
operating procedures and principles, making it a part of the conscience of your inner man, storing it in 
your soul, and operating on the basis of it. 
 
That is what we are doing in Romans 14.  We have come to the last section of the book of Romans 
where he demonstrates practical instructions for living under grace.  He demonstrates the renewed mind 
that we are to have, and that renewed outlook.  Here in chapter 14, he is dealing with the issue of the 
weaker brother. 

 

Do Not Pass Judgment on One Another 

Romans 14:1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to 
doubtful disputations.  

Here is a rule of interpretation by Cornelius Stam:  Everything that comes in by Paul’s special revelation 
remains until the rapture.  That is, everything that Christ by His special revelation committed to Paul and 
Paul wrote down, remains until the rapture.  Those things that were here when Paul arrived that 
pertained to the kingdom program are discontinued after Acts 28.  Things that were practiced in the 
kingdom program like water baptism, speaking in tongues, circumcision, keeping the Sabbath are 

discontinued after Acts 28.  Here is an illustration: John 3:6. 
 
He has changed gears now, and gone into another issue.  Chapter 14, verse 1 through 15:7 is the last 
issue that he deals with—the issue of how to relate to weaker brethren.  You have to understand what he 
is doing here.  There are two extremes that create an artificial atmosphere for the Christian life.  One 
extreme is the issue of no separation from the world:  just go out and be like the world.  Live like the 
devil, like you are a child of the night, like you are asleep as far as who you are in Christ, like nothing 

ever happened to you.  That is an artificial atmosphere because that is not who you are.  He just dealt 
with that in 13:8-14.   
 
The other extreme goes the other way—the opposite.  Those people reduce the Christian life to a list of 
do's and don'ts:  We do this.  We don't to that.  We wear this certain kind of clothes.  We don't wear 
those certain kind of clothes.  We listen to this certain kind of music.  We don't listen to that certain kind 
of music.  We do this.  We don't do that.  We have a list of “touch not, taste not, handle not,” and so on.  

Those people are trying to reduce the Christian life to a life of complete separation, and it is an artificial 
kind of thing that doesn't reflect the way that the Christian life really operates. 
 
When you get off on one extreme—no separation—you are just like the world.  When you get off on the 
other extreme, you begin to get self-centered; and you begin to be real critical; and you get real proud; 
and that is why he calls them here in the passage weak brethren.  These people are weak in the faith.  
Colossians 2:20-23 
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Receive him—embrace him warmly—but not to doubtful disputations.  A disputation is an argument.  
Receive the brother, but not just to argue with him, and tear him up, and show him how smart you are, 
and how much you know, and how much better you can talk, and how much smarter you are.  Receive 
him to do what?  To help him.  Look at verse 19.  Romans 14:19 
 
Now in Romans 14:1, “he that is weak in the faith,” what is he talking about?  He is weak in doctrine.  He 
hasn't got the information stored up in his soul that he needs to have.  He has a weak conscious.  His 
faith hasn't been fortified with sound doctrine.  He hasn't arrived at the level of Romans 12-14 yet.  He is 
not stabilized yet; he has not gotten through chapters 1-5, much less 6-8, because he is still thinking that 
works, and some kind of doing and not doing has something to do with his basic justification, his right-
standing, and his pleasingness to God.  In the first 8 chapters of the book of Romans, we learned that all 
of that is not the way God operates today.  So here is somebody who doesn't have that information 
stored up in his soul:  he is weak in the faith.   
 

So what are you to do?  You are to receive him, but not to doubtful disputation.  You are to welcome 
him, but not just to tear him up, or to show him that you can outthink him, or outsmart him or outtalk 
him.  Receive him in order that you might edify him, build him up;  your motive is to be right.  There is 
that mutual concern, consideration, and care—that expediency principle from chapter 12—one of the 
principles on which grace operates. 
 
By the way, if you take the weaker brother principle that you learn here, you can apply that to everybody 
else; and if the strong brother applied it to the weak brother and the weak brother applied it to the 
strong brother, would there be peace?  There would.  The problem is when we don't do that.  Look down 
at chapter 15, verse 5.  Romans 15:5-7 
 
He that is weak in the faith—that body of truth that we believe—has not come to the place of maturity.  
He has not come to the place of having assimilated and built up in his soul, the first eleven chapters of 
the book of Romans.  The brother that is weak in the faith, receive.  Don't put him out; welcome him.  
Heartily and happily receive him, but not to doubtful disputations.  Do not receive him just to tear him 
up, and show him how smart that you are, and how much you know, and how dumb, stupid, and weak 
that he is.  Rather, receive him happily and joyfully.  Why?  That you might edify him—that you might 
build him up—not that you might tear him down.   
 
There is a problem when you receive the weaker brother, and he comes in.  He is weak, and you are 
strong, and there will be some problems when you receive him.  You have to recognize that; and what is 
your attitude to be toward those weaker brethren who come in, who by their very presence cause 
problems.  You have to change their diapers.  You know why you change diapers—they made a mess, so 
you have to go behind them, and help clean up the mess.  And you have to work toward bringing this 
brother to maturity—to perfection.   
 
What is your attitude to be toward this weaker brother?  In contrast, what is your attitude toward an 
erring brother, (a brother who is in sin or in bad doctrine and so forth)?  There comes a time when you 
have to separate from him.  But what about somebody who is weak in the faith?  Doesn't he have bad 
doctrine?  Doesn't he have some bad viewpoints?  Sure he does.  As we go through the passage, you will 
see that he has some real bad doctrine hooked up in him.  But what is your attitude toward the guy to 
be?  That is the thing.  You are to have this renewed mind and attitude.  You are to be able to look at 
him with the value and esteem that God does, and here is how grace reacts.  Watch.  
 
“Him that is weak in the faith.”  Isn't that what the guy is?  What do you do?  Receive you, but not to 
doubtful disputations.  Don't just deal with the guy to tear him up and show him how much you know.  
That isn't the issue.  Verse 10: 
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Romans 14:1: “Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations.”  In other 
words, receive him but not just to argue and tear him up and prove you are right and he is wrong.    
 
Romans 14:1: “Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations.”  In other 
words, it is not doing doubtful things – disputing.  He is talking about men who have spiritual minds, and 
they have a good relationship with each other.  These men have a holy life, and they have unity, and 
oneness among them. 
 
Now he is going to amplify those things later on, but I want you to see that a dedicated group of men 
banded together in a united focus on what God is doing today.  And that is the basis of the local church.  
Without that, you do not have a local church.  And until you have “men praying everywhere lifting up 
holy hands, without wrath and doubting,” you do not have a local church.  You might have a group of 
people gathered together, but until you have that spiritual light, you are not ready to go on. 
 
So what do you do?  If you go out and start a group, or you takeover an existing church as the pastor, 
what is the first thing you are looking for?  You are looking for the doctrine – chapter one.  What are you 
to do about “the first issue” in the assembly?  The thing you have to wait for, and work for, is that 
dedicated band of godly men who work banded together in a united focus on what God is doing today 
and see the outworking of what God is doing today – spiritual life and activity.   
 
Now, the first practical issue in that local church (in the pastorate) is gathering that group of people 
together.  You must have the spiritual life in evidence, or there is not a work.  You can have all kind of 
organization, but it is the spiritual life that is the first issue.   
   
   

 

Romans 14:2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who 
is weak, eateth herbs.  

2  For one believeth that he may eat all things: [Who believes that?  The strong guy.] another, who is 
weak, eateth herbs.  
 
There are the two viewpoints; one is right, one is wrong.  But the argument in the passage is not who is 
right and who is wrong.  You need to remember that right now.  He never deals with who is right and 
who is wrong.  He does that in other places, and if you have the doctrine, you know who is right and who 
is wrong.  He is not dealing with who is right and who is wrong about this stuff, but how you as a strong 
believer are to relate to the guy that doesn't have all the information yet. 
 
2  For one believeth that he may eat all things: [That is the strong man.  He knows that it is okay to eat 
anything.] another, who is weak, eateth herbs. [He thinks that you can't eat anything but herbs, and 
doesn't understand all the doctrine that is applicable today.] 

 

Romans 14:3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and 
let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath 
received him.  
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3  Let not him that eateth [Who is that?  The stronger guy.] despise him that eateth not; [Who is that?  
The weaker guy.  The stronger guy is not to despise the weaker guy.] and let not him which eateth not 
judge him [Condemn him.] that eateth: for God hath received him. 
 
3  Let not him that eateth [The strong guy.] despise him that eateth not;  [Don't look down at him; don't 
despise him.  The Pharisee in Luke 18, looked around, and despised the publican.  He had that “holier 
than thou,” righteous, “better than thou” attitude.  Don't despise, look down on, cast disparaging things 
on the guy, or throw him out.  Don't be proud and lifted up against him.] and let not him which eateth 
not judge him that eateth:  [In other words, the guy who is weak, and has all these don't do’s and do’s—
do this, and don't do this—don’t let that guy judge him that eateth.  Don't let him condemn the guy.  
That is the problem.  You get that legalism going, and that list of do’s and don’ts; and you are doing it 
from a weak, unfortified conscience not built up with sound doctrine.  The critical spirit begins to come in, 
and he said, don't do that.] for God hath received him. 
 
You know how to have the right attitude toward your brethren.  God received him, can't you?  You see, 
under grace we understand that that man is one with Christ, and with us, (with Christ first).  Didn't God 
receive the brother?  Isn't God at work in his life?  Isn't God trying to build him up?  Then can't you 
receive something that God receives?  I mean, who are you anyhow?  That is the attitude here.  That is 
what the renewed mind tells you.  God has received him. 

 

Romans 14:4 Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his 
own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God 
is able to make him stand.  

You see, the problem in the thing is that pride gets involved.  Pride gets in the way of the brethren.  It 
gets in the way of the stronger brother—he gets proud, and his pride takes the place of the love that he 
ought to have.  Then rather than by love serving one another, he uses his liberty as an occasion to the 
flesh.  Rather than by love serving one another, they wind up biting and devouring one another, fighting, 

and fussing.  No edification for the weaker brother, and no proper functioning for the stronger brother.   
 
The weak brother gets proud because he feels that he is more scrupulous, more responsible; and that he 
is doing right, and the other guy is just lackadaisical—he doesn't care that he is eating things that are 
sacrificed to devils and that kind of thing.  And both of those positions can become Phariseeism—that 
“holier than thou” kind of thing.  And he says, “Who aren't thou that judgest another man's servant?  to 
his own master he standeth  or falleth.  Yea, he shall be holden up, for God is able to make him stand.”  

Don't forget that.  Folks, sometimes, you can get so hard-nosed against error and against evil that you 
just get to stomping around on things that God loves, and you don't ever want to do that.  There is an 
old saying that says, you can be disagreeable, or you can disagree agreeably.  That’s it.   
 

Those who have come to the place where they understand the doctrine are stronger.  We who have the 
doctrine are the ones who have to disagree agreeable.  Is the weak brother going to do it?  Is he capable 
of doing it?  No.  Is he responsible to do it?  Sure he is.  But you and I have the opportunity to teach him 
how.  You and I have the responsibility of edifying him.   
 
4  Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? [Who do you think you are anyhow that judges 
another man's servant?] to his own master he standeth or falleth. [Who is his master?  God Almighty is.  
God never called you to be a policeman.  Isn't that wonderful to know?  That has helped me, brethren, in 
the ministry through the years.  God never called me to be a policeman who tries to run and correct and 
dictate to the world; and that will help you in your ministry.  Sometimes I will deal with something, and 
deal with it a little while, and then I just quit.  Sometimes folks say:  Well, he just has a heart attitude; or 
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he just doesn't care, or whatever.  But do you know what I know?  I know that verse.  Who are you to 
judge, to condemn another man's servant?  To his own master he stands or falls.] Yea, he shall be 
holden up: for God is able to make him stand. 
 
God Almighty will take care of him.  He is God’s.  You might let him go, but God won't.  So instead of 
condemning him, and dealing with him that way, build him up.  Edify the guy.  The issue in the passage 
is the issue of eating and not eating.  Debatable things are the issue.  Important doctrinal things are not 
the issue here.  He is talking about things where the Scriptures don't spell out the issue clearly, areas 
where it takes that renewed mind’s discernment to properly evaluate and understand what to do and 
what not to do. 
 
The weaker brethren are those who have not yet reached maturity about matters of conscience.  They 
don't yet have that renewed mind to be able to look at an issue, (like meat sacrificed to idols); and to 
understand that the idol is nothing, therefore it didn't contaminate the meat.  He can't understand that, 
because he hasn't got that strong fortified conscience yet.  That system of evaluating isn't there yet.  His 
norms and standards still have human viewpoint, and paganism, and whatever, in his conscience; and so 
he is a weaker brother, and that is the issue here.   
 

The issue is not the issue of doctrine that is clearly stated in the Word of God, and tolerating violations of 
that.  He is talking about those areas where the Scripture doesn't spell it out, and where you have 
thorough discernment.  “Who by reason of use,” (of the Scriptures), “have their senses exercised to 
discern both good and evil.”  You have that discernment, that exercising of the Word in your soul, that 
gives you that sense to know what is right and wrong.  The weaker brother doesn't have that sense 
worked out in him yet.  He needs to be edified and matured. 
 
So instead of condemning him and tearing him up, help him by bringing him to maturity.  And you weak 
brethren, instead of condemning and tearing up the strong brother, don’t judge him; let God do that.  It 
is the strong brother who has to look out there and say:  “He is weak, and needs edification,” and it is 
only the strong that will do that.  The weak brother never will, and you have the responsibility as a 
mature believer to help perfect the immature believer; and your attitude is exemplified here.   
 

 

Romans 14:5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another 
esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own 
mind.  

There is the thing.  One man, (the weak guy), esteems one day above another.  Another, (the strong 
guy), esteems every day alike.  When he is talking about esteeming days, he is talking about holy days.  
The weaker brother hasn’t gotten the truth of Colossians 2:16 down yet.  Come over to Galatians 4:8-10, 
and Colossians 2:16-17.  Galatians 4:8-10, Colossians 2:16-17 
 
The issue in Romans 14 is the proper viewpoint of those people with the renewed mind.  What is the 
renewed mind’s viewpoint toward these brethren who are not yet established in the faith?  Remember 
this:  Romans 14 is not a passage, and Romans 14:5 is not a verse, written to excuse the using of days.  
It is not a verse written to tell you that it is okay for you to esteem one day above another, and thus 
follow holy days and Sabbaths and new moons and all those things.  He is not saying that.  He is saying 
that this passage is describing the attitude that someone with a renewed mind is to have toward those 
who are weak and not established in the faith.  Please don't forget that, because people will use this 
passage to try to say it is okay for one person to esteem one day and another to not esteem any.  He is 
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not saying it is okay for you to do it.  He is saying that this is the attitude that you are to have toward 
those who do this.  Verse 5: 
 
Romans 14:5 
One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike.  Let every man [I love 
this next thing.] be fully persuaded in his own mind. 
 
In other words, let every man stand on his own feet, so that he will be able to stand.  You are to have 
that renewed mind:  stand on your own convictions, on your own feet.  You know my friend, you and I 
as believers should do only what we can give ourselves fully and wholly to without reserve.  This verse 
right here will help you to decide about uncertain and questionable things.  If there is any uncertainty in 
your mind about it, you know what you do.  Don't.  If you can't do something, what do you do?  If 
somebody says:  What about television?  What about the movies?  What about playing cards?  What 
about this and that and all the questionable things that people do?  What about some types of 
associations that you could have?  “Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.” 

 

Romans 14:6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and 
he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that 
eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth 
not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks.  

6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord 
he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; [You ought to pray 
over your food and tell God thank you for it.] and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and 
giveth God thanks. 
 
They both thank God for the food.  In their hearts, both sincerely desire to do what most pleases the 
Lord.  One of them has more understanding of what pleases the Lord; the other one doesn't understand 

much about what pleases the Lord.  But they are both trying to focus on what pleases the Lord; their 
heart is doing it for the Lord.  The weak brother doesn't have all the details, but his heart is aiming 
toward the Lord.  By the way, in verse 6 when he talks about doing that, the sincere believer is always 
going to want to do one thing, and that one thing is the thing that most pleases God.   
 

Now here is one of the greatest passages in the Bible on the Lordship of Christ:  

 

Romans 14:7 For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to 
himself.  

Romans 14:8 For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether 
we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are 
the Lord's.  
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Romans 14:9 For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, 
that he might be Lord both of the dead and living.  

The Lord Jesus Christ is your Lord; and that is why He saved you.  That is why He went to the cross and 
died for you.  That is why He was raised from the dead.  That is the reason that He saved you.  He is 
author of eternal life to you.  When you trust Him, He gives you His life, and the reason that He did it is 
so that He could be your Lord.  Jesus Christ is Lord in the life of a believer; not the denomination, not 
some preacher, not some elder, not your mother, not money, not you, but Christ.  And you need to take 
your stand for the Lord.   
 
You need to hold to your convictions for the Lord, not because some preacher gave them to you, not 
because some denomination gave them to you, not because your Mom and Dad gave them to you, not 
because you just decided that it was something that you thought you ought to have a right to do, but 
because God has given it to you to do.  Operate on the basis of that renewed mind, and my friend, you 
and I can't live apart from the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are one with Him.  You can't live apart from Him.  
That is what he is saying here.  Now watch him ask some really penetrating questions.  Verse 10: 

 

Romans 14:10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou 
set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ. (Judgement seat of Christ) 

(NASV) Romans 14:10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or again, why do you regard your 
brother with contempt? For we all shall stand before the judgment seat of God.   
 
Does your Bible say the “judgment seat of God?”  “No, it says "of Christ.”  That’s a great statement on 
the deity of Christ for the next verse says, “As it is written, ‘as I live’ saith Jehovah . . .” (Isaiah 45:23)  
Christ is Jehovah in the passage.  If you take “Christ” out and put “God” in, you lose a verse on the deity 

of Christ.  Ephesians 3:9. 
 
He asks these questions, and they are searching questions indeed, to try to make them think.  Why?  
Because you are supposed to be using the renewed mind that you have, and he wants them to think 
especially in view of the judgment seat of Christ.  We shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 
 
There is a technical point that I want you to notice about Romans 14:10 before we get out of it.  It says 

we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  The new bibles change that, and say that we will 
stand before the judgment seat of God.  The reason they change Christ to God is because of verse 11. 
 
Do you try to tear the guy up, and make nothing out of him?  That isn't the issue.  What do you want to 
do?  You want to restore him.  Verse 15: 
 
That expression, (the judgment seat of Christ), is the issue that we are talking about.  Verse 12:  

 

Romans 14:11 For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall 
bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.  
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Romans 14:12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to 
God. (Personal account) 

12 So then every one of us shall give account of [What is that next word?] himself to God. 
 
You are not going to give account of me, and I am not going to give account of you.  You are not going 
to give account of the weak brother, and he is not going to give account of you.  You are going to give 
account of yourself.  Therefore when that weak brother comes in, your responsibility is to respond to him 
in the proper way.  Christ is your Lord, not all the stuff:  the baskets, bottles that he is shaking up, the 
denomination, the church, Mom and Dad, money, tradition, position, circumstances.  Christ is the Lord.   
 
He is my Lord, and He is his Lord, and the Lordship of Jesus Christ is to determine my attitude toward 
that weak brother; because He is the one that I am going to give account to.  He is the one who is Lord 
and Master to whom I am accountable.  The Lord has given me everything that I have, and I am to 
respond to that weak brother before the Lord.  I am going to do what the Lord wants done with the 
weaker brother.  That is what he is saying.   
 
The issue of the judgment seat of Christ is very important.  We are going to give account of our conduct 
and our service as sons and His servants.  We haven't been through much of a detailed study of this yet, 
so we are going to take about 15 minutes on it.  Come with me to 1 Corinthians 4:5 and 2 Timothy 4:8.  
The judgment seat of Christ takes place after the rapture.  We are the body of Christ in the dispensation 
of grace in a parenthetical period between Time Past and the Ages to Come. [See Rightly Dividing the 
Word of Truth brochure.]   
 
One day the Lord Jesus Christ will come from heaven with a shout, catch the body of Christ up to meet 
Him in the air; and that meeting is not just to gather the body together.  There is also a planned meeting 
there, at which time we face the judgment seat of Christ.  After the judgment seat of Christ, we go back 
into the third heaven to be presented to God the Father.  But the judgment seat of Christ takes place at 
the rapture.  The rapture is called the day of redemption, (Ephesians 4), and at that time when we meet 
Him in the air, we face the judgment seat of Christ.  2 Timothy 4:7-8, 1 Corinthians 4:5 
 
It says that every tongue shall confess to God.  So everyone will give account of himself to God, so they 
change verse 10 to match verse 11 and 12.  But when they do that, they do two things.  Number 1, they 
knock out a verse on the deity of Christ.  If you stand before the judgment seat of Christ, and you are 
going to confess to God and give account to God, who does that make Christ?  It makes him God.  So 
that is a great text on the deity of Christ.  But wait a minute.  The Authorized Version exalts Christ, and 
secondly, is also dispensationally correct.   
 
Satan is bound in the bottomless pit after the tribulation when Christ comes.  The Great White Throne 
judgment occurs in the Ages to Come after the Millennial Kingdom, the thousand year reign.  [See Rightly 
Dividing the Word of Truth brochure.]  Every man faces God there.  So what they do is make verse 10 
the Great White Throne judgment by changing it from Christ to God.  Dispensationally, the new Bibles 
are incorrect, and the Authorized Version is correct.  It is a great doctrinal verse on the deity of Christ if 
you leave it like it is.  So you need to be aware that the new Bibles change that without any reason.  
When I say without any reason, I don't mean they don't have reasons for what they do, you know that 
by now.  You had better stick with the text that you have.   
 
Verse 12 – “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.”  In other words, grace allows 
you to be accountable to God for yourself.  I have taught you over and over again that grace allows you 
to be accountable.  The only way you can be accountable to God is under grace, in a positive sense.  2 
Corinthians 5:8-10 
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Do Not Cause Another to Stumble 

Romans 14:13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but 
judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to 
fall in his brother's way.  

13  Let us not therefore judge one another any more:  [“any more:”  how prone we are down here to 

respond to others on the basis of our old human viewpoint, and condemn them; rather than on the 
viewpoint of remembering who we are in Christ, and Who it is we serve.  With God's program in view, 
let's not judge one another; let's not condemn one another any more.] but judge this rather, [Discern—
judge in the sense of discerning there—and figure it this way.] that no man put a stumblingblock or an 
occasion to fall in his brother's way. 
 
Here is how to look at things.  Don't just look at that guy and condemn him because of what he is doing, 
but think about yourself.  In other words, don't judge him, judge yourself.  Be responsible to react to him 
the way the Lord would have you react, because the Lord is your Lord.  “Judge this rather,” and again, 
we are so prone not to do this, and we constantly have to be reminded.  That is the reason that it says 
“the renewing of your mind.”  “Judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling block or an occasion to fall 
in his brother's way.”  He is talking about this renewed mind toward the weaker brother.  Judge yourself.  
Don't judge your brother.  Don't put a problem in the guy’s way.  People, you can cause offense to others 
just by trying to have your own way.  And you can avoid some of that by being thoughtful of the other 
guy.  The renewed mind tells you to think of whom?  Others.   

 

Romans 14:14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there 
is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be 
unclean, to him it is unclean.  

14  I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, [He is talking about what he knows.  He says, here is 
my renewed mind speaking.] that there is nothing unclean of itself: [I have this understanding:  I know 
that there is nothing unclean of itself.  He is talking about things in the context.  He is not talking about 
adultery, liquor, fornication, robbery, and rape being unclean.  In the context, he is talking about eating 
and drinking, (verse 2, and 21).  Eating and drinking is the context.  A text out of context is a pretext.  
So you want to keep it in the context.] but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is 
unclean. 

 

Romans 14:15 But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest 
thou not charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ 
died.  

You see, that passage is talking about living by the other man's conscience.  Live by the other man's 
welfare.  I realize, and I have told you before, that is high ground.  The average believer today, you and 

I, are so far away from this kind of a standard that if Paul showed up today, he wouldn't even know what 



we were doing.  But that is the standard:  living by the other's conscience, for the other's welfare.  “If thy 
brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably.”  Walk with the proper value and 
esteem for what God is doing, walk with that renewed mind.  Over in 1 Corinthians 13, he says love 
seeks not her own.  1 Corinthians 13:5, Romans 13:10 
 
Walk charitably, walk looking out for the other guy's best interest.  Destroy not him with thy meat—with 
our liberty to eat meat—for whom Christ died.  What does he mean, “destroy him”?  He is not talking 
about sending the guy to hell.  He is talking about destroying that edifice of sound doctrine that God is 
building up in his soul.  He is talking about destroying his faith, destroying him experientially.  Notice 
verse 20, “Destroy not the work of God”—that work of building up this brother, edifying the brother in 
verse 19.  Don't destroy that edification process just to have your way, just to have what you want.  For 
meat sake, destroy not the work of God for him for whom Christ died.  Don't value your food, your self 
will, or what you want to do more than Christ valued his life.  Don't value what you want in your life more 
than Christ valued his life.  What should you value?  You should value the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

Romans 14:16 Let not then your good be evil spoken of:  

What a disgrace it is when our liberty becomes license.  Liberty doesn't mean license.  We are to use our 
liberty, not to abuse it.  By self will—pleasing ourselves rather than looking out for the other brother's 
best interest—we can abuse them.  The point in the passage, of course, is our attitude toward the 
weaker brother.  That attitude is to be one of:  lay down my liberty, and do for them what is necessary to 
do for them.  Receive them so you can edify them, and put up with all the shenanigans, and all the 
crying, and all the squawking, and the carrying on that they do, and respond to that in a proper way.   
 

If they teach false doctrine, what do you do?  You take the Word of God, go to them, and edify them.  
Most of the time what they are doing is like the Corinthians, and they need to be reproved; or the 
Galatians, and they need to be corrected.  But my attitude toward them is to be one of charity:  one 
where I walk valuing and esteeming what God is doing; having that renewed mind; seeking not my own, 
but every man his neighbor's profit. 

 
Romans 14.  We are going to begin at verse 16.  The context is discussion about the weaker brethren; 
and the heart attitude, and the heart motive that you and I have as believers, especially the believer who 
has the renewed mind.  He is giving instructions about how the believer with the renewed mind is to 
react, to respond, and to handle the details of various situations. 
 
One of them is the issue of weaker brethren, other brethren who are not yet established in the faith.  

They do not yet have their feet established on that foundation.  Therefore, they do kooky things; they do 
unscriptural things sometimes:  for example, esteeming one day above another, or refusing to eat.  He is 
dealing with areas where the Scripture doesn't plainly and clearly say what is to be done.  He is dealing in 
those areas where the things are not clearly spelled out.  What about smoking, watching TV, or driving 
Cadillac automobiles, and that kind of thing?  What about bell bottom pants, or this kind of hair cut, or 
that kind of suit, and all the different things that are involved? 

 
People have questions about those things; and until you have that renewed mind, until you have your 
senses exercised by reason of use of the doctrine of the Word, your senses exercised to discern on your 
own the details of your life, (what is good and bad), you are going to have those questions.  What is your 
attitude to be toward those kinds of people?  That is what he is dealing with here.  We have gotten to 
verse 16, so we are going to pick it up in the context, and continue. 
 

Romans 14:16-19 
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16  Let not then your good [That is your strength in the faith.] be evil spoken of: [You are strong in the 
faith, but don't give occasion for this brother that is weak in the faith to speak evil of you.  Too often we 
despise them, and cause contention.  He said think about that guy’s good.] 

 

Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.  

The verse in Luke says, Blessed is he that eats bread in the kingdom.  How can you eat bread in the 

kingdom if the kingdom is not meat and drink?  Do you see the difference in the nature of the kingdom:  
between the earthly sense and the heavenly sense? 
 
That is that moral, righteous, spiritual kingdom where God’s Spirit rules.  That’s a little different thing, but 
it isn’t always that in the Bible.  In Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, the kingdom of heaven and the 
kingdom of God are the issue at the same time.  
 

So Matthew uses that term the kingdom of heaven with a reference to the time when the God of heaven 
would set up a kingdom on the earth.  When the God of heaven sets up a kingdom on the earth, what 
would you call that kingdom?  You could call it the kingdom of God, because the God of heaven set it up, 
couldn’t you?  But couldn’t you call it the kingdom of heaven, because the God of heaven set it up, and 
heaven is ruling?  
 
When it talks about the kingdom of heaven, it’s saying that the kingdom comes down from heaven.  It is 
not the kingdom in heaven, it’s the one down here that heaven sends down.  It’s like Deuteronomy 11, 
it’s the days of heaven on earth.  
 
17  For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; [Eating meat and drinking drink is not the issue in the 
kingdom of God.] but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. [That is the issue today.  That 
is what God focuses on today.  That is what is of interest to God.]   
 
That is an important passage about the kingdom of God; and it is a great verse to use in contrasting the 
program today and the prophecy program.  Come back to Luke 14, and let me show you a direct 
contradiction.  Romans 14:17 says the kingdom of God is not meat and drink.  Compare Luke 14:15 with 
Romans 14:17.  Luke 14:15 
 
Now the kingdom of God is a moral, spiritual, righteous kingdom.  That is different.  Do you know that?  
If you read one passage that says, “Blessed is he that eats bread in the kingdom of God,” and another 
passage that says, “The kingdom of God is not eating bread,” they are not the same thing.  Do you know 
that seminary professors couldn’t figure out that they weren’t the same thing?  They are not.   
 
You see, something has changed between Acts 1:3 and Acts 28:31.  That change begins with the 
ministry of Paul, and the change is contained in the message that is preached by the apostle Paul.  
Prophecy gives way to mystery, and Israel’s kingdom program gives way to the church the body of 
Christ—the kingdom of God’s dear Son, the heavenly aspects of His kingdom.   
 
Let me give you an outline of the book of Acts for you to put in your mind.  It is interesting to me that in 
the book of Romans you find passages that identify for you everything that is going on in Matthew to 
Revelation.  If you want to understand Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, read Romans 15:8.  If you want 
to understand Romans to Philemon, read Romans 11:13.  If you want to understand Hebrews to 
Revelation, read Romans 11:25-27.  If you want to understand the book of Acts, it is outlined in Romans 
11:11 and 12. 
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Romans 14:18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to 
God, and approved of men.  

18  For he that in these things, [in righteousness, peace, and joy] serveth Christ is acceptable to God, 
and approved of men. 
 
For he that in these things [The things in verse 17.  If you properly recognize what it is that God is doing 

today…] serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men. 
 
The passage has to do with the details of our walk.  Christ isn't served by eating and drinking today; but 
He is served by righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.  The only way that you can serve Him is 
by serving in the Spirit. 

 

Romans 14:19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for 
peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.  

Edify another.  What do you receive the guy for?  If he is weak in the faith, what does he need?  Does he 
need you to straighten him out?  No.  He needs to be built up in the faith.  So he says, receive him.  
Follow after things that make for peace.  Receive him, and live by his conscience.  If eating meat offends 
him, have peace, don't eat meat.  Remember 1 Corinthians 8-10?  If drinking this stuff bothers him, what 
do you do?  Follow things that make for peace.  You live your life in consideration of him, and not 
yourself.   
 
Do you have a right to eat the meat offered to idols?  Sure you do.  Do you have knowledge that lets you 
know that there is no problem, that the idol is nothing, that beef steak is good, then eat it.  But if this 
brother has a rule that says:  “Don't eat things sacrificed to idols,” what are you going to do in your 
assembly?  You are going to live by that brother's conscience.  You are going to do things for his good.  
You are going to think about him, not yourself.  You are not going to do what you want to do, just 
because you want to do it and have a right to do it.  You are going to let go of your rights, and do for 
him.  Why?  So you can edify him.   
 

How are you going to edify him?  With sound doctrine.  You are going to edify him by going through that 
design that he needs in his soul.  Your ministry is not going to be self-pleasing, because you are going to 
be able to see the value that God sees in him.  We have no right to give up our dearly-bought liberties, 
but we do have liberty to give up all these rights that we have.  I am going to receive him, but not just 
so I can puff up myself.  I am going to receive him to help him.   
 

That brother is weak in the faith.  There are three different issues involved in that expression—faith.  
There are three different ways that faith is used in the Bible, and they are exemplified in Galatians 3:22-

24.  I want you to be able to identify these three types of faith.  Galatians 3:22-24 
 
Again, the issue in the passage is edifying the guy.  Do you understand how you serve Christ today?  Is it 
by meat and drink?  Don't eat this, don't drink that, a list of do's and don'ts?  No.  You serve Christ in the 
Spirit, you walk in line with what the Spirit of God is doing, understand what the program of God is 
today:  righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.  Those are things that the Spirit of God is 
interested in.  When you understand how to serve Christ today, then you have the ability to follow after 

peace, and pursue the things that make for edification. 
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You see, it is not by exercising my rights to do this or that; but by yielding my rights, God is going to use 
me to edify, and to build up my weak brother; and not only the weak individual, but the whole assembly.  
How often do I share with you, (especially at communion time), the fact that what we do there is 
demonstrate our oneness.  We submerge our self, and exalt the Lord Jesus Christ.  We make Him the 
object of all of our activity, and by all of us focusing on Him, we are one.  There isn't any other way to 
have oneness, because we are all different.  There is diversity among us, but oneness, in that we all 
point toward Him; and that is the issue.  There isn't any way to do that except to put my rights down. 
 
Somebody said:  “We have no right to give up our dearly bought liberty, but we do have the liberty to 
give up our rights.”  The whole issue here is, don't be self willed.  Again I point out to you that the 
context of the passage is Christian liberty among brethren:  things that I have liberty to do.  All things 
are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient.  Do you remember those two verses in Corinthians?  
These are things that I have liberty to do. 
 
I want you to understand he is not talking about doctrinal issues.  Colossians 2:16.  He is not saying it is 
okay to go eat meat, because it isn't; it is detrimental, it is hindering to your spiritual growth.  When this 
weaker brother observes days, and months, and meats, and all these things, it is retarding his spiritual 
growth.  What he is doing is not right; and he is not telling you that it is right.  What Romans 14 is urging 
is not doctrinal defection, or tolerance of wrong doctrine.  He is urging your self denial, rather than a 
refusal to be judged in matters of liberty.  Rather than slapping the guy down, he is saying I am going to 
be patient with the guy.  He is saying I'll not do something that I have liberty to do if it is going to help 
the assembly to have peace, and be edified.  You see, it is your heart attitude, not doctrine. 
 
This passage is not doctrine about days and meats.  It is doctrine about the weaker brother who does not 
yet know how to handle these issues properly.  Art asked me the other evening, what the difference is 
between when you do this and it looks like you are striving with people, and the verse in Timothy that 
says a servant of God must not strive.  That weaker brother might consider it to be striving.  But do you 
know what I have learned about that?  The verse in Jude 1:3 says earnestly contend for the faith.  In 
Galatians 2:5, Paul said we gave place by subjection, no not for an hour that the truth of the gospel 
might continue.  He is contending for the faith.  How do you tell the difference between when you are 
contending for the faith, and when you are striving? 
 
The difference is the heart attitude and motive with which you are doing it.  You are to have a renewed 
mind.  You are to have perception so that you do it with a right attitude, and the right motive; and the 
motive is not to prove me right and him wrong.  It is not to put him down and me up, and it is not to be 
impatient with him.  It is to preach the Word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 
 
Again, the context has to do with not exercising my rights, with not doing everything that I have a right 
to do.  I have a right not to do something if I don't want to do it; and I can choose not to do something 
that I have a right to do, if my doing it is going to cause contention with my brethren.  That is what he is 
talking about. 
 
“The things which make for peace.”  He is not talking about compromising doctrine.  He is not talking 
about putting doctrine out, and compromising doctrine.  And that is a verse that people will use on you to 
tell you that you ought not teach doctrine:  you ought to follow things that make peace, compromise.  
Listen, he is not talking about this lily-livered soft-soaped sellout, this old saccharine-sweet sob sisters 
that don't care anything about truth.  That isn't what he is talking about.  He is saying I can let go of 
things that I might like to do if they are going to cause a problem, and I won't press the issue.  I'll give 
up my right to eat something if this brother thinks that I can't, so that I will have the opportunity to sit 
down with an open Bible, and teach him truth that is going to edify him, and build him up in the faith. 
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Romans 14:20 For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed 
are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence.  

For meat [For meat:  for what I have a right to do, insisting on having my own way, self indulgence, self 
will.]  destroy not the work of God.  [I tell you again, that is a rough passage.  1 Corinthians 8 & 10, 
study it closely.  He said if meat make my brother offend, I won't eat meat as long as the world stands, 
lest I sin against Christ—against another member of the body, or the body at large.  That is rough, 
brother, that is a rough passage.  Christianity today is so far removed from Paul and his instructions.  
Grace believers are so far away from where Paul tells us we ought to be, that if he showed up today, he 
wouldn't recognize any of us.  He might hear some of the things we say, and say:  “Well they got that 
from me.”  But he wouldn't watch the way most of us act, and know who we were.  Do you know how he 
says to act?  There it is.]  All things indeed are pure;  but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence. 
 
The context of all things is identified in verse 21.  A text without a context is a pretext.  I say that to you 
because I have had people use the passages to say homosexuals are okay, and getting drunk is okay, 
and smoking cigarettes is okay.  I had a guy do that to me not too long ago.  He said, it says in Timothy 
that He gave us all things richly to enjoy, and that means tobacco.  I can quit anytime; I have quit ten 
times. 
 
I said, doesn't that verse in 1 Corinthians 6:12 say “All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not 
expedient:  all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.”  Hey, brother, 
if it has it's bony little fingers around your throat; and it's choking the life out of you; and has you 
coughing, and spitting, and sputtering like a twelve cylinder car with 8 valves out on it, listen, for you it's 
sin.  You are going to find out in a minute that if you can't do it, and do it before the Lord with a 
conviction that God says is right for you to do, it’s sin.  It is something that you had better leave alone.   
 

The context is meat and drink.  He is not trying to excuse anything.  He is saying, I know that I can do 
whatever, and God isn't going to hold it against me, but it is evil for the man who eats with offense.  If 
he thinks it is a shameful thing to eat it, then it is a problem for him.  The strong guy has the knowledge; 
the other guy is weak.  There is a strong man, and a weak man in verse 20. 

 
Don't destroy.  What is he talking about:  destroying the guy?  We talked about that.  It has to do with 
tearing up that edification complex going on in his soul.  Don't destroy what God is doing in his soul.  You 
understand that.  God wants this edifice of sound doctrine built up in him.  He doesn't yet have a 
foundation laid, he doesn't yet have the things in order.  Don't go out there and jerk out what is there, 
and destroy the work of God.  Build him up, and help him build that edifice in his soul.   
 

We studied Romans 14:20: “For meat destroy not the work of God.”  And I told you then that the “work 
of God” is not talking about destroying someone and putting them in hell.  He is talking about destroying 
that edification complex.   
 
Well do not destroy the edification of the believer’s soul just to get your own way.  Too often, that is 
exactly what we do.  Too often, that is what is done in the ministry to build my church, to build my 
reputation, to build my fame, to build my desires.  In order to accomplish those desires, you destroy the 

work that God is doing in the souls of the believers in the local church.  The issue in a local church is 
“godly edifying which is in faith.” 
 
What is the essence of a man’s soul?  It is heart, conscience, will, and emotions.  You have to bring those 
things into conformity to Christ.  His heart, his mentality, his thinking process functions on the basis of 
the faith.   
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How does his conscience operate?  What is the standard by which the conscience of a person operates?  
Shouldn’t the standard by which you measure everything be “the measure of the faith?”  Shouldn’t the 
outward conduct that you produce and the details of your life be “the fruits of holiness, fruits of 
righteousness?”  Shouldn’t your emotions be under the control of peace?  Shouldn’t joy dominate in spite 
of circumstances?   
 
You should have a relaxed mental attitude and have true happiness.  That is agapé.  That is the ability to 
value and esteem the thing God values and esteems – to see the thing that is of greater value and 
choose that.  And that is to have the mind of Christ.  There are all kinds of ways to say it.  Another way 
of saying it in the bible is “to be filled with the Spirit.”  Colossians 1:9, Ephesians 5:17-18 
 
Paul says in Romans 14:20, “For meat destroy not the work of God.”  Do you remember that verse?  You 
can destroy the edification complex.  You can take a wrecking ball and dynamite and destroy that 
foundation that you have built in your soul or that edifice that you have been building up by walking like 
Ephesians 4:17-19.  And that is what Paul is talking about.  He says, “Hey, we got this edification 
function going, Ephesians 1:1-16, we got the body being edified.  Now, don’t wreck this thing by going 
out and walking in the vanity of your mind, because you can destroy it.”  If you continue in it long 
enough, you can actually lose and destroy the capacity that you have built into your soul through godly 
edifying by walking in the flesh and walking by this system.  Now, that should frighten you and show you 
the seriousness of the proper walk in the life of the believer.   

 

Romans 14:21 It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any 
thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak.  

If what you are doing is going to cause your brother to stumble; that is, if it is going to impede his 
progress, or slow his growth, or cause him to be offended, or if it is going to be an embarrassment to 
him, or put him on the spot, or if it is going to make him weak, or if it is going to shake him, or if it is 
going to make him less stable, it is good not to do whatever that thing is.  It is easy to disrupt the 
spiritual life of young, weak believers by our example.  That is the reason that your life ought to be an 
example of holiness; absolute, total, complete personal holiness in conduct, in conversation, in spirit, and 
in word.   
 
You see people, you are an adult.  When you get to Romans 14, you are an adult with a renewed mind.  
You are to operate on the basis of your adult position; and adults are to have some sense of 
responsibility for others.  An adult is to feel responsible for weaker brethren.  If you really are an adult, 
you are not going to have so much trouble with self indulgence; because you will have a natural sense of 
responsibility for those who are weak, and less fortunate than you.  1 Timothy 6 says they are destitute 
of the truth.  They are just like some less-fortunate family down the street that hasn’t got a job.  They 
get out of work, and they can't pay their bills, and they can't buy groceries; and we say that they are 
destitute.  This weaker brother has the same situation with regard to truth, and the edification of his 
soul.  An adult is going to have that same kind of responsible attitude toward him.   

 

Romans 14:22 Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is 
he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth.  

22  Hast thou faith? [Question] have it to thyself before God. [Are you strong?  Well, he says, okay, if 
you have faith, have it before God.  Don't go out here and flaunt your strong faith.  Have it before God.  
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Do you know what you would do if you have your strong faith before God?  You wouldn't call it very 
strong, you know that?  You might be strong in comparison to another, but they that compare 
themselves among themselves are not wise.   
 
When you compare yourself with the Lord, what are you?  You have to confess that you could never 
compare to Him in His weakest moment.  That keeps a proper perspective.  Do you have faith?  Then 
understand what is going on; you have reached maturity; you’re an adult.  Just have it before the Lord.  
That will keep you humble, and keep you in a right place.]  Happy is he that condemneth not himself in 
that thing which he alloweth.  [This brother over here can be happy; he can be assured if he doesn't 
condemn himself in the thing that he allows himself to do.] 

 

Romans 14:23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he 
eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.  

The last verse in the chapter says that whatsoever is not of faith is sin.  That is:  when in doubt, don't.  

We should do only what we can give ourselves to fully, positively, without reserve; and anywhere there is 
any uncertainty in a thing, the standard is don't do it.  That is something that you want to remember in 
the details of your life.  Watch this passage carefully:  verses 6 through 9. 
 
23  And he that doubteth is damned [That word damned just means to condemn.  Look it up in the 
dictionary.] if he eat, because he eateth not of faith:  [If you can't do the thing because you have a 
conviction that it is right, do you know what happens?  You are always wondering if it is right, or if it is 
not right.  And if you don't do it of faith, you do it on the basis of presumption.  You do it on the basis of 
self will, and he says] for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. [Whatsoever you do on the basis of 
presumption, or your own self will and indulgence is sin.]   
 

When a weak brother looks out and sees a strong brother doing something—eating the meat sacrificed to 
idols, (or whatever that would be in our context in the details of our life)—and he wants to be strong; so 
he says I know how to be strong:  the way to be strong is to eat meat.  So he goes and gets himself 
some meat at the meat market that has been offered to idols; and he says, I saw John do it, so I'm going 
to do it.  The only thing that he has to base his actions on is the example of the guy that he is following.  
So he gets going, and then all of a sudden doubt arises, and the guy stands condemned.  Why?  Because 
his faith doesn't stand in the power of God; he is looking at a man.  So the guy is torn up inside, and 
tossed to and fro.  Listen gentlemen and ladies, any line of conduct, any action that doesn't flow out of 
faith, becomes sin for the believer.  That is the Holy Spirit’s answer for your life to the questionable 
things.  As a believer, how are we to walk?  Remember this:  2 Corinthians 5:7.  2 Corinthians 5:7 

 

 

Romans: 15 

He says in Romans 15 that he has been through Macedonia and Achaia, he is ready to go to Jerusalem, 
and he has the offering in his hands.  He is evidently in verse 3 there, where he has already been 
through Macedonia and Greece. 

 

The Example of Christ 
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Romans 15:1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of 
the weak, and not to please ourselves.  

We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, [What is “the infirmities of the weak”?  
The guy doesn't know what he ought to do; he has the problem in verses 20 and 21.  He will do 
something not by faith, and it condemns him; it tears him up.  So you and I ought to bear with that 
weakness.] and not to please ourselves. 
 
Notice what he says:  “we then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak.”  Underline that, 
would you?  We ought to do this.  We should be conscious of a profound obligation.  If you have a 
renewed mind, you will gain that sense of obligation to your fellow brethren to bear with them; to bear 
them up.  “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”  Have the value and esteem 
for them that He has for you.  See it live in your life.  “and not to please ourselves.”  You see people, we 
shouldn't just merely tolerate the guy; we should be interested in helping him.  Notice the example. 

 

Romans 15:2 Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to 
edification.  

The edification there is not just the edification of the believer.  It is that, but it winds up being the 
edification of the whole assembly.  In verses 6 and 7, you will see that the whole assembly is in view.  
Folks, when you have that kind of thoughtfulness for other believers, the work of the Lord, as well as the 

individual in the work will be built up. 
 
That doesn't mean just go out and do what the neighbor wants to do.  If he wants to go out and get 
drunk, are you going to go out and get drunk with him?  I mean, grow up.  He is talking about going out 
and doing what is going to be for the good of that guy’s edification.   

 

Romans 15:3 For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, 
The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me.  

Do you know how Christ thought?  He thought of others first.  Didn't He think of you ahead of Himself?  
If you think like He thought, do you know what the result will be?  You will receive one another as Christ 
also received us to the glory of God.  When this weaker brother is contentious, when he is a problem, 
when he imposes upon your liberty, when he imposes in your life, when he gets in the way in the details 
of your life, what are you to do?  You are to respond to him like Christ responded to us, and deal with 
him on the basis of that mutual care and consideration that we have as members of the body of Christ.   
 

Next time we are going to go through chapter 14, and you will see the principles of grace operation.  All 
of these things are things that are giving you the capacity to take all these principles of grace, and apply 
them to details in your life.   
 

Let's read Romans 14:2-4.  Now here is the contention.   
 
“Christ pleased not himself.”  There is an absolute absence of self pleasing in the Lord Jesus Christ.  He 
says, nevertheless, not my will, but thy will be done.  He tells the Father what is on His heart:  Let this 
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cup pass, but not my will, but yours be done.  Don't please me, please yourself, Father.  We should take 
our place with our Savior.  Beside that verse, write Philippians 2:1-8.  Philippians 2:1-8 

 

Romans 15:4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope. (Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our 

learning) 

 
Paul inserts a statement about the principle of the Old Testament’s application to the believer.  He does it 
because of the illustration that he quoted in verse 3 from Psalm 69 about Christ.  He says those things 
that were written aforetime were written for our learning.  By that passage, write down 1 Corinthians 
10:11.  1 Corinthians 10:11 

 

Romans 15:5 Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be 
likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus:  

Do you know where the patience, joy, peace and consolation all come from?  They come from the God of 
hope; they come out of the Book (verse 4).  Preach the word. 
 
Let me say one thing about that: when He says, “Preach the word,” you notice that he doesn’t say, 
“Preach from the word.”  He says, “Preach the word,” and that’s important.  Listen, people, the most 
basic thing you’re ever going to do in your ministry is preaching the Bible.  That’s what your ministry is 
about, and without that you don’t have a ministry.  It’s not preaching about the Bible; it’s not just telling 
people about it. 
 
I used to have a friend who would give you this long doctrinal talk , and he’d say, “. . . and that’s Bible!”  
He’d be preaching about what’s in the Bible, but he never opened up the Bible.  If it was Bible - and a lot 
of the time it was - nobody would ever have gone away from there knowing it was Bible unless he told 
them.  That’s not adequate.  You don’t want them to believe it because you said it even if it’s right.  
Show them the verses.   
 
It isn’t just preaching from the Bible - and here’s where the great inadequacy lies in all these books I’ve 
been reading about homiletics and how to outline and speech and all that.  They teach you how to 
outline a passage and then teach your outline.  Your outline is about the text you just read, so you’re 
preaching an outline that’s about the Bible.  You’re preaching about what Paul said; you’re preaching 
about what David said; you’re preaching about what Peter said, but you’re not preaching the word.  God 
wants you to teach people what the word of God says - not talk about it or from it, but to say what He 
says. 
 
That means that you have to analyze the passage; you have to know what it says and to communicate it.  
That’s not to depreciate the skills you learn, but it’s the purpose, the intent, the motive, the goal that 
you’re after.  It’s not having a nice outline to preach, but it’s to communicate the truth that’s on the 
page, so you want to preach the word.  That’s the crying need of our hour.   
 
There are all kinds of preaching available today, and preaching has fallen on hard times.  Largely, it’s our 
own fault because preachers are preaching all kinds of other things and using all kinds of communication 
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techniques instead of just taking the simple issue of her’s a message from God:  let me communicate it to 
you.  Preach the word.  Folks, the issue in preaching is that you must keep in that Book. 
 
2.  Real preaching is going to cost you. 
 
What the Bible says about preaching is that there are two key issues: first, you have to preach the Book; 
and when you’re doing real preaching, it’s going to cost you. 
 
Come with me to 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 2.  1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
 
You are to have the mind of Christ toward each other.  That is what Philippians 2:5 says:  “Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.”  You are to have the mind of Christ toward others.  Notice 
“the God of patience and consolation.”  The patience and comfort of Scripture, (verse 4), gives you hope.  
“The God of patience and consolation” is the same issue.  The God of the Scriptures grant you to be 
likeminded.  Think about “the God of patience and consolation.”  Look back in the Word, and see how 
patient God was with Israel.  Read and see how patient He was with Gentiles, and contrast that with 
what little patience we exercise one with another.  He says “the God of patience”, the God who Scripture 
declares to be a God of patience and consolation—Paul prays that as you see God’s character in the 
Scripture, that He would grant you to be likeminded.  He prays that as you store up that understanding 
of how He views things, you will have His mind one toward another.  
 
Think about that guy the way Christ thinks about him.  That is it.    

 

Romans 15:6 That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, 
even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

How are you going to glorify God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ?  Be of one mind and one mouth.  
He is talking about the assembly being likeminded one toward another.  He is talking about the oneness 
of that assembly in action; in fact, it is the fellowship of the mystery in action.  It is God being manifest in 
the flesh of the body of Christ; and in that one mind and one mouth all speaking the same thing, and all 
having the same viewpoint in our relationships one with another.  In responding to one another the 
same, and preaching the same doctrine, we glorify God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

Romans 15:7 Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received 
us to the glory of God.  

That is putting it pretty clear:  think like the Lord Jesus Christ thinks.  Do you know how he thought?  
Look back at verse 3.   
 
That is some statement; but that is the issue.  Receive ye one another, as Christ also received us.  How 
does He forgive us?  Forgiving one another as God for Christ's sake forgave you.  Are we to receive one 
another just to make the other measure up to our standard, to make him perform, or put our expected 
performance level on him?  No.  We receive him as Christ received us.  Let me ask you something.  Does 
your church do that?  Do you know what you are going to find?  You are going to find that carnal 
brethren won't receive you as Christ received you for the glory of God.  They are going to put their 
performance systems on you.  How about your association?  Did they receive other brethren that way?  
Do you?  That is the point; that is the way that the renewed mind looks at it. 
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He is going to go on into a great passage on the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ; and the reason he 
does this is the context that he just came out of.   
 

 

Christ the Hope of Jews and Gentiles 

Romans 15:8 Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the 
circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto 
the fathers: (Promice to fulfill) 

When we get to Romans 15:8, things get a little tense.  Where does Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—the 
earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ—fit? 

 
That verse says, “Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision.”  The New King James Bible and the 
New International Version say that Jesus Christ has become a minister of the circumcision.  If that is true, 
then that ministry has to fit back in Time Past.  You can not trust the New King James Bible or the New 
International Version to tell you the truth.  In His earthly ministry, Jesus Christ was a minister of the 
circumcision.  In His earthly ministry, did He make a distinction between the circumcision and the 
uncircumcision?  Yes, He did.  In Matthew 10:5 He said, “Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into 
any city of the Samaritans enter ye not:  But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  In 
Matthew 15:24 he told his disciples:  “I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
 
In Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John there is the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ to the nation 
Israel only.  Now when you have God’s dealings with man based on the distinction between the 
Circumcision and the Uncircumcision, where are you in Scripture?  You are in Time Past.  How do we 
know that?  Because that is what Ephesians 2 told us.  How do I know Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 
are the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ in Time Past?   How do I know it is not what God is doing 
today?  Because I can take God’s Word, and read in Ephesians 2 that in Time Past God deals with 
Circumcision and Uncircumcision.  I can read in Romans 15:8, Matt. 10, Matt. 15, and Luke 13, etc., that 
Jesus Christ, in His earthly ministry dealt with people on the basis of that distinction being in order.  
Therefore, Matthew, Mark,  Luke, and John fit in Time Past.  Jesus Christ dies on the cross at the end of 
each one of those books.  He is resurrected, and ascends into heaven, and the Holy Spirit comes on that 
Little Flock in the early part of the Book of Acts.   
 
Jesus Christ’s ministry, as recorded in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, is that of a minister of the 
Circumcision. 
 
In order to understand the Book of Matthew and understand what is going on in it, you’re going to have 
to come over to Romans 15:8.  If you want to understand what is going on in the Books of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, Romans 15:8 is a verse you are going to have to master, understand, and put in 
your frame of reference.  Don’t forget it, and operate on the basis of the doctrine and understanding that 
is there.  People, we recognize He was a lot of different things.  He is our Saviour.  He is God manifest in 
the flesh, but in the passage here, the issue is His ministry.  He is a minister of the circumcision. 
 
That passage is clear that the ministry of Christ was limited exclusively to the nation Israel.  Right?  It is 
certainly focused on His ministry to Israel only.  According to His own statements, He was a “minister of 
the circumcision.”  Notice specifically in Matthew 10, He says, “Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and 
into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not.” 
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When you point that out to somebody and show them Matthew 15:24 and Romans 15:8, what is the 
immediate reaction that you usually get?  They say, “I don’t believe it.”  You can say, “Show me a verse 
for not believing it.”  
  
Come over to John 3 and 4, and notice some verses that seemingly contradict Matthew 10.   This is 
Christ speaking to Nicodemus, or it is possibly John’s commentary.  I personally believe that these are the 
words of the Lord Jesus.  Some people believe that John’s commentary stops at verse 13 or 15.  Either 
way, (whether you believe that they are Christ’s words spoken to Nicodemus, or if you believe that it is 
John’s commentary on the purpose of Christ at that time), you are dealing with the earthly ministry of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  John 3:16-17 
 
Do you see that expression the fathers?  That’s somebody who begets children.  Look back in Romans 
11:28.  Romans 11:28 
 
In the Book of Matthew, in Christ’s ministry, of whom is He the minister?  The circumcision.  Why?  To 
confirm the promises made unto the fathers. 
 
You see, Christ wasn’t being reluctant, but He was simply saying - as He goes on to tell the woman - that 
the children (Israel) have to be dealt with first.  They have to get right first and then it will be through 
them that the blessings go out to the nations. 
 
Jesus Christ came to show that God keeps his promises, and he came as a minister to Israel.  In His 
earthly ministry, (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John), He is the minister of God to Israel to confirm the 
promises, to show that God Almighty keeps His promises.  The promises are made unto the fathers.  We 
have studied these passages dispensationally, and you know how they relate. 
 
Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision.  In verse 16, Paul is a minister of Jesus Christ to the 
Gentiles.  Look here, folks, God laid the Gentiles on Paul just as He had laid Israel on the Messiah, on 
Christ.  Colossians 1, Ephesians 3, Romans 11, 1 Timothy 2:7, 1 Corinthians 3:  you know the passages 
about Paul's ministry, being the apostle of the Gentiles, being sent by God as His representative to the 
Gentiles with a message of grace. 
 
Somebody says, why does he use the term “the gospel of God” there?  “The gospel of God” is a general 
term, a term that can be used to cover all of the ages, and Paul uses it here to show these people that all 
men are now acceptable to God.  “That the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable.”  It is.  God 
takes anybody from any place.  The middle wall of partition is down:  there are no big ones, no little 
ones; everyone is acceptable.  “Being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.”  They are accepted on the basis of 
the way God does it today—through the gospel.  There isn't any acceptance today except through the 
finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

Romans 15:9 And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it 
is written, For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and 
sing unto thy name. Psa 18:49 

“That the Gentiles might glorify God…as it is written,” not according to the mystery program, but for His 
mercy to them in the prophetic program.  Gentile salvation has never been a secret in the Bible.  In 
Romans 15 Paul says, “that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy… with his people.”  That’s 
exactly what the prophets had promised.  That’s exactly what is in view.  We have seen this over and 
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over in the earthly ministry of Christ:  He is focusing on gathering together that little flock who would 
receive the kingdom and go out to the uttermost parts of the earth. 
  
So you want to remember that the ministry in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John was dealing exclusively 
with the nation Israel, the reason being that that was the order in the prophetic program.  
 
Folks, gentile salvation has never, ever, been a secret.  The very purpose, the very intent and goal of the 
Abrahamic covenant, the reason God saved Israel out from among the nations was so that He could send 
salvation through them back to the nations.  Through Israel all the nations of the earth were to be 
blessed.  Christ comes to call that nation and to form that believing nation through whom the testimony 
would go out.  He brings the victory and then the gentiles trust Him.   
 
That is what the woman cried for.  She said, “Lord, I need mercy, thou son of David.”  But, as the son of 
David, He couldn’t yet grant her mercy, because Israel wasn’t ready to be the channel of blessing to the 
gentiles.  Notice how the mercy will come: verses 9-12. 
 
And that the Gentiles might glorify God [Notice.] for his mercy; [There hasn't been any promises made 
directly to the Gentiles.  What they get is not the promises.  They get mercy, and mercy came as a result 
of the promises made to Israel.] as it is written, [In other words, God has written this down, and He is 
going to do it.] For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. [That is 
Israel talking.] 

 

Romans 15:10 And again he saith, Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his people. 
Deut 32:43 

What is that next word?  “With his people.”  Is that how you get saved today and rejoice?  Israel is fallen, 
aren’t they?  Today we rejoice in spite of their obstinacy and in spite of their being set aside. 
  
Here in the prophetic program, the focus of Christ’s ministry is to bring the nations to Himself through the 
ministry of the nation Israel. 

 
Is that happening today?  No.  Israel is fallen.  We are rejoicing in spite of Israel, in the absence of Israel 
today.  But during the ministry of Christ, He had the Gentiles in view in that they would be brought to 
God through Israel.  That is the prophetic program.  Here is another quote. 

 

Romans 15:11 And again, Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud him, 
all ye people.  Psa117:1 

Folks, the Kingdom age is going to be the time of world wide, gentile salvation. 
 
Folks, never let anybody say that the kingdom won't include the Gentiles.  The day of great Gentile 
salvation is the kingdom, but it is always through Israel. 

 



Romans 15:12 And again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, 
and he that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; in him shall the 
Gentiles trust.  Isa 11:10 

Notice the verb.  There is a root out of Jesse—that is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah.  He’s going to 
rise to reign over the Gentiles, and the Gentiles are going to trust in Him.  The issue in the passage is the 
fulfillment of the prophetic program.  As we studied through the Book of Daniel, we saw that the goal of 
prophecy is when the God of Heaven establishes His Kingdom on the earth.  That’s why it’s called the 
Kingdom of God, because the God of Heaven establishes it on the earth.  That’s why it’s called the 
Kingdom of Heaven, because it is the rule of Heaven over the earth.  So that is the goal of prophecy, and 
Jesus Christ in His earthly ministry came as a minister of the circumcision, dealing with the promises that 
God had long made to the nation Israel.   
 
You remember the chart of Paul’s view of dispensational truth:  Time Past, But Now, The Ages to Come.  
In Time Past there is a basic distinction:  there is the Circumcision and the Uncircumcision.  Jesus Christ 
comes as a minister of the Circumcision to confirm the promises made unto the fathers; that is, to 
establish them as so, and to bring them to pass.  He comes in Time Past.  The issue in Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John is not Now; it is Time Past.  It’s the issue of His ministry with the nation Israel.  We are 
going to find as we go through the Book of Matthew that the earthly ministry of Christ is to the nation 
Israel exclusively, at that time.   
 
You say, Why does Romans say the Gentiles will glorify God with them?  That’s the promise of the 
Abrahamic Covenant.  The promise of the Kingdom is that through Israel’s rise to Kingdom glory the 
Gentiles will thereby gain the blessing of God.  The blessing is in Christ; Israel comes to Christ, is 
converted; Christ is her Redeemer; He dwells with them as Emmanuel, God in their midst, and then the 
blessings of God go out through the nation to the Gentiles.  God’s prophetic purpose and program has 
always included the nations.  God’s purpose has always been to save the Gentile nations.  The day when 
the Gentile nations of this earth find their salvation—revival and global salvation will be in that Kingdom.  
Never think, never put into your frame of reference, never come to the Scripture, with the idea that God 
doesn’t intend to save the Gentiles.  He does. 
 
The reason Christ’s ministry is exclusively to Israel in the gospel accounts, in His earthly ministry, is 
because in prophecy and in the Covenants of Promise it is through the instrumentality and the channel of 
Israel that the nations are going to get their salvation.  So the goal of God coming and calling Israel to 
repentance, and seeking her acceptance of the Kingdom, is worldwide revival.  It is important that you 
understand that.  You are going to see from the very beginning of the Book of Matthew that that is the 
heartthrob of God as He deals with Israel—it’s to get Israel to be the blessing that God intended her to 
be to the nations of the earth. 
 
When Christ comes on the scene, in essence He says, “Come on, let’s get on with the program.”  That’s 
the idea.  You want to avoid the mistake that sometimes grace people make, and dispensationalists 
sometimes make, of thinking that it is all Jewish in the sense that it is exclusive of Gentiles ever getting 
in.  It’s not exclusive, but it is through Israel that the Gentiles are to get in.  Knowing the program in 
prophecy, Christ focuses on Israel so that the Gentiles can get their blessing.  “As it is written,” in other 
words, the Gentiles are to get the salvation that God, through Israel, has promised to give to the nations.  
“In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.”  That’s the promise God gave Abraham.   
 
So Christ comes as a minister to the circumcision.  He knows what is going on.  It is not a “no distinction” 
ministry.  The distinction is there between Israel, (the Circumcision), and the Gentiles, (the 
Uncircumcision), and the ministry focuses on Israel.  It is not hatred of the Gentiles on God’s part.  It is 



recognizing that it is time for His Covenants to be executed, and His promises to the nation Israel to be 
accepted, and then to operate so that worldwide salvation will go out. 
 
Notice what He is going to do:  He is going to rise to reign over the gentiles.  “In him [Christ] shall all the 
gentiles trust.” 
  
Folks, that is the issue in the kingdom program.  Paul knew it.  You and I know it if we believe what God 
says.  That is the focus in the Book of Matthew in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ.  That’s the issue 
in Matthew 12.  
  
God the Son looks out there and desires to see the nation be who He chose them to be so that they 
could reach out to the nations.  That won’t happen until He has sent forth judgment unto victory.  When 
that day comes, He will certainly bring victory.  
  
We live in the interval between His rejection and the time of “judgment unto victory.”  We live in the 
marvelous day of God’s amazing grace when He has withheld the wrath and extended grace in spite of 
the obstinacy of man, in spite of the rebellion of the favored nation, Israel.  Through their fall, through 
their unbelief, He had made an opportunity to extend that salvation to you and to me.  
  
At that time, gentiles couldn’t say, “Today is the day of salvation,” because there wasn’t any salvation for 
gentiles apart from Israel, and Israel wasn’t even saved yet.  Now you and I can say, “Today is the day 
of salvation for us.”   
  
If you are not saved, this is the day for you to trust the Lord Jesus Christ and get saved.  I hope you can 
see that if you study the Bible.  There is more to it than just reading a few little devotional verses.  There 
are a lot of important things in the Bible that God desires for you to know and understand.  If you have 
never trusted Him, you need to do that right now. 
  
Don’t be like those Pharisees who trusted their self-righteous works, their religious ceremonies, their 
ceremonial correctness, what they were going to do and do and do and offer to God - keeping the 
commandments - because that caused them to stumble, die and go to hell.  The wrath of God is on 
them.  
  
What you need to do is to come by way of faith, understanding that Jesus Christ went to Calvary and 
paid for everything that is wrong with you and rest yourself just in Him - not in religion - but in the 
person of God’s Son.  
  
Those of you who are saved, this is the day of our salvation.  This is the day that salvation works.  How 
we ought to be careful to be redeeming the time because the days are evil.  
 
Do you see the prophetic program laid out there by Paul?  The blessings of God will go to the gentiles 
through Israel’s rise to kingdom glory.  In Matthew 15, Christ is saying that if you want to get that 
woman off your back and get the blessings going to the gentiles, you’d better get Israel’s program 
moving.  Israel has to get right.   
 
Is He reigning over the Gentiles today?  Is Israel reigning as the salvation of the world through the rise of 
Israel?  That is the Abrahamic covenant in Genesis 22:18, and those are the promises God made to 
Israel, and when Israel gets her promises fulfilled, the Gentiles can glorify God for His mercy to them 
based on the promises He made to Israel.  Christ came to confirm that God keeps His promises; yet even 
in exalting Israel, the Gentiles were going to get mercy and be received.  Then can't you receive the 
weaker brother?  Sure you can. 
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Romans 15:13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy 
Ghost.  

Notice: “the God of hope” is going to fill you with joy and peace - how?  In believing.  In believing what?  
Well, you have to believe the message that’s been given to you - the word of God.  Look back at Verse 4. 
 
That verse, if you put it with verse 4, shows the whole thing to be one context.  The point in bringing up 
the ministry of Christ here is not simply to point out that the Lord Jesus Christ was a minister of the 
circumcision.  He also had the purpose of receiving Gentiles to the glory of God.  Israel was God's people, 
but the Gentiles were going to be included.  Then you can receive the weaker brethren, and thus be filled 
with abounding hope.  If Christ could receive him, you could receive him.  If Christ could receive them 
when there was a barrier between them, and the Gentiles were on the wrong side of the middle wall of 
partition; you can receive everybody now that the wall is gone, and we are all one, can't you?  Notice 
verse 8, and again, this is a great passage on the ministry of Christ. 
 
13  Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace [You learn some things from the Scriptures that 
give you the capacity to have patience, comfort, and hope:  know how to walk.] in believing, [In 
believing what?  In believing the doctrine taught to you in the book of Romans.] that ye may abound in 
hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. 
 
 

 

Paul the Minister to the Gentiles 

Romans 15:14 And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, 
that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to 
admonish one another  

 
14  And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all 
knowledge, able also to admonish one another.  [You are able to deal with one another.] 

 

Romans 15:15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly 
unto you in some sort, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that 
is given to me of God,  

15  Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you in mind, 
because of the grace that is given to me of God, [He said I have a right to instruct you because of who I 
am, the position that I have, the special ministry and favor that God gave me to make me a minister.   

 



Romans 15:16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the 
Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the 
Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.  

Paul ministers to those people the information about the preaching of the cross that he received from the 
risen Lord Jesus Christ, and he calls that the “gospel of God”—God's good news.  He uses that term 
“gospel of God” in verse 16 because it’s a general term that covers all the ages and all men.  But in Rom 
15:19, he said: 
 
Verse 16: here is a great passage on the ministry of the Apostle Paul.  Notice verse 8. 

 

Romans 15:17 I have therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus 
Christ in those things which pertain to God.  

17  I have therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to God. [He 
has a position, and a status that God gave him.] 

 

Romans 15:18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which 
Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word 
and deed,  

18  For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, [That is 
better than a lot of preachers do.  He said I am not going to tell you that God did something, when He 
didn't do it.  I am just going to tell you what happened.] to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and 
deed, 

 

Romans 15:19 Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the 
Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I 
have fully preached the gospel of Christ.  

Now he changes the term from the “gospel of God” to the “gospel of Christ,” and obviously there was no 
different message intended.  What Paul calls the “gospel of Christ” in Romans 1:16 he also in this 
passage calls the “gospel of God.”  In I Thessalonians 2 he used the term three times in the passage. He 
also said in I Thes 3:2: 

 
Notice that the Gentiles were made obedient by word and deed “through mighty signs and wonders.”  
They were made obedient, not just by the preaching of the Word, but by the signs and wonders that Paul 
did.  Wait a minute, you say, I thought signs and wonders were for Israel, and the passage says that 
they are for the Gentiles.  What is that?  2 Corinthians 12:12.  Watch what he says in chapter 11.  2 
Corinthians 11:5. 
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19  Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and 
round about unto Illyricum, [From Jerusalem, all the way up through Palestine, Turkey, and Greece.  So 
from there all the way through Asia, Macedonia, and Illyricum, which is the last Province next to Italy:  all 
the way over to Italy.  In other words, he had not quite gotten to the Romans, but that is next.] I have 
fully preached the gospel of Christ. 

 

Romans 15:20 Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where 
Christ was named, lest I should build upon another man's foundation:  

Verse 20:  “lest I should build upon another man's foundation.”  The indication is that the church at 
Rome didn't have apostolic foundation.  It wasn't established by an apostle, or he wouldn't have gone 
there.  The idea is the church at Rome evidentially was established by Christians that migrated there and 
got going.   

 

Romans 15:21 But as it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they 
shall see: and they that have not heard shall understand.  

He is not saying there that it was wrong to preach where somebody else had preached.  He did that 
again and again.  The point is that he desired to preach, to reach out to as many people as possible; and 
to do it in the spirit of Isaiah 52:15, which he quotes in verse 21.   

 

Paul's Plan to Visit Rome 

Romans 15:22 For which cause also I have been much hindered from 
coming to you.  

In verse 22 when he speaks of being “hindered from coming to you,” we see the fourth element of 
prayer:  sometimes God told him, “no.”  He is praying for a prosperous journey.  He had a journey, but it 
wasn’t what he expected; it wasn’t “prosperous.”  It is also important that he adds, “by the will of God.”  
Sometimes Satan manipulates circumstances to make it appear that you are not being blessed by God, 

and that God is not interested in what you are doing.  Come to I Thessalonians 2:18.  There is something 
real important in this passage, and you’d spend some real profitable time if you’d sit and think about it.  
 
“Boy, look at this!” and I begin to compare the two verses.   What would you decide from the comparison 
of Romans 15:22 and Romans 1:13?  Can you see how you would figure out that let means hinder by 
comparing the two verses?  If you figured it out in Romans 1, then you remember that you were looking 
for that over in Second Thessalonians, so you draw a circle around the word let and run a line up to the 
margin, and you write “Romans 1:13; 15:22 equals hinder.”  When somebody wants to know what it 
means, you show him the verses.   
 
Do you know what you can do?  You can spend some time studying your Bible and figure out what some 
of these words mean.  Do you know what you’ll do when you do that?  You’ll come away saying, “Praise 
God, from whom all blessings flow.”  You will.   
 
You say, “Man, that takes too much time.”  What else do you have to do with your time?  
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“Well, I’ve got more profitable things to do.”  Like what?  Watch the ballgame on TV or maybe watch 
something else on TV?   
 
I mean, folks, if you’re studying your Bible, do you know what it’s doing?  It’s keeping you from sin.  It’s 
keeping your mind on the right thing.  We all have problems with besetting sins, don’t we?  And we want 
to get rid of those besetting sins, and we want to get through the day without falling.  Well, start to 
figure out some of these things.  Listen, there are enough knots in here to bug you long enough so that 
you can get through two or three weeks without any problem if you’ll spend your time thinking about the 
verses.  There are answers there.   
 
Verse 22:  “For which cause also I have been much hindered.”  In other words, taking care of the 
ministry from Jerusalem to Illyricum has kept me from getting there.  I have taken care of the immediate 
territory where I was first, gotten this obligation down, and taken care of this before I move on.   

 

Romans 15:23 But now having no more place in these parts, and having 
a great desire these many years to come unto you;  

Romans 15:24 Whensoever I take my journey into Spain, I will come to 
you: for I trust to see you in my journey, and to be brought on my way 
thitherward by you, if first I be somewhat filled with your company.  

I am not going to stay with you.  I am going to be there for a little while, and I am going to let you help 
me go on; but I still want to meet you.  I want to be filled with your company, and fellowship with you a 
while.  Somebody said, did he get to Spain?  The scholars say no.  But you know 2 Timothy 4:7, where 
he says I finished my course; and he has Spain on the itinerary.  So I wouldn't put it past him to have 
gotten there.   

 

Romans 15:25 But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints.  

 
Notice in verse 25 that he was on his way to Jerusalem while he is writing.  “But now I go unto 

Jerusalem…”  He has been through Macedonia and Achaia, has collected the contribution; and in verse 
28 he has it in his possession (he talks about “this fruit”).  In another passage he tells the Corinthians he 
is coming to collect it from them.  Now he tells them he has it:  “I’ve been through Macedonia and 
Achaia; I have it, and now I’m going to Jerusalem.  When I get to Jerusalem and give them this 
contribution, then I am going to Spain; but I am going to stop by and see you (Romans) on the way.”  In 
this passage he already has the collection in hand. 

 

Romans 15:26 For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to 
make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem.  
(Promises of kingdom blessings)???? 
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See where it says in verse 26, “it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia.”  Go to Acts 19:21 and 
we’ll see where he is in the book of Acts. 
 
26  For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints 
which are at Jerusalem. 
 
The ministry to the saints was to take a collection to them that Paul had gone out among the Gentile 
churches and taken up.  The program that was in Acts 4:34, where there was a supernatural provision for 
their needs and nobody had lack, all of a sudden that program wasn’t operating anymore.  The departure 
from the kingdom program to where we are today doesn’t come in Acts 2, and it doesn’t wait until the 
end of Acts, Acts 28, it takes place in the middle of the book of Acts, because by the time you get to 
chapter 11, this program has broken down.  By the time you get to Acts 20, you see Paul taking up a 
collection and sending it back to the poor saints in Jerusalem.  Do you know why a guy would be poor?  
If you sold all your investments and gave them all away, it wouldn’t take long before you would be in the 
poor house.   
 
There is a problem:  they are expecting that kingdom to come, and it doesn’t come.  Peter had to write 
to them in 2 Peter and say, “We didn’t preach cunningly devised fables to you.  We weren’t lying to you, 
we weren’t deceived; but God has delayed His coming, He has delayed our program.  He has interrupted 
it, and if you want to understand the interruption, go read what Paul wrote.”  That’s fascinating.  Read 2 
Peter sometime, and notice that. 
 
What has happened is that a great dispensational change has taken place, and this program that has 
been going on in Acts 4 as the result of being filled with the Spirit is not what is happening today.  1 
Timothy 5:8 

 

Romans 15:27 It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. 
For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, 
their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things.  

Recall why there are poor saints in Jerusalem:  because of the change in the program.  Luke 12:33 - sell 
what you have and give alms, seek the kingdom of God, and all that stuff will be added to you.  In Acts 2 
and Acts 4 they sell out, and they have all their needs met.  In Acts 11:28-30 there is a great famine, and 
there is relief having to be sent.  The program is already breaking down.  It begins to break down in Acts 
7; and in Acts 11 you see Paul out among churches taking up offerings on the basis of what he does in 2 

Corinthians 8 & 9, on the basis of grace giving, according to the way God has prospered.   
 
He is out there taking up offerings from Gentile churches; and in Romans 15 he has the offering, and is 
going to take it to the poor saints at Jerusalem.  There has been a tremendous change in the Pentecostal 
program; and Paul says, you Gentiles have benefited from that change.  God has turned from Israel to 
the Gentiles, and you people who have benefited from the change in the program owe an obligation to 
help those people out.  They have lost out, and we have benefited; so we have an obligation.  It is our 

duty to minister unto them in carnal things.  It is our duty to contribute to them. 

 

Romans 15:28 When therefore I have performed this, and have sealed 
to them this fruit, I will come by you into Spain.  
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There is something that we didn't get last time in chapter 15 that I want to call to your attention.  When 
you read through that passage, especially the last part of that chapter, notice how Paul was aware that 
God was involved in directing his ministry.  He is aware of the fact that he is going to go there by the will 
of God, and go over here by the will of God.  You want to notice that, because by the time that you get 
to this point in Romans, you should be able to begin to have an understanding, and a level of maturity, 
where you are able to discern the will of God in directing your ministry.   
 
I want you to understand something about God directing your ministry, and God directing Paul’s ministry.  
First, Paul's journeys to Spain, Rome, Jerusalem, here, there, or where ever he went, were not just 
random wanderings.  Paul was not just by chance going from here to there, wandering randomly.  He 
didn't just decide, I think I would like to minister in Hawaii, and went to Hawaii.  He didn't just decide, I 
am in Berea today, I think I will go to Philippi.  Paul was conscious of the fact that what he was doing 
was directed by God.  The way that God directed him is the issue; not did God do it, but how He did it.  
His ministry was not the random wanderings of personal viewpoint, or human desire.  It was God’s 
ministry, and God was directing it. 
 
Secondly, it was not hyperpredestination.  That is, Paul was not ordained and fixed before the foundation 
of the world to be in such and such town, at such and such time.  God, before the foundation of the 
world, did not decree that Paul was going to be in such and such place at such and such a time at such 
and such day, and say so and so words to somebody else.  The hyperpredestination idea is that 
everything is predestined.  It is the old idea that that wasp was predestinated before the foundation of 
the world to fly around that light at this time.  It wasn't that God was fixing everything ahead of time.  It 
was neither of those two extremes.  Do you understand what I am saying?   
 
What it is, and please understand this, is the proper functioning of that adult sonship walk as an 
ambassador for Christ.  It was the ability to discern the will of God in the details of Paul’s life and 
ministry.   
 
Again, there are two hyper tendencies:  two extremes that people get in to.  One is that God controls 
everything, and that there is nothing that you can do; all is controlled.  The other extreme is that God 
doesn't do anything.  The problem is that both of those are wrong.  God does work, and God does direct.  
The issue is how He does it; and by now you understand that He works through your adult sonship 
status, your walking by grace.  There are no extra blessings for extra effort; you all have the same 
status.  You have gained, by the residence of the doctrine in your soul, the capacity to discern the thing 
that God approves in the details of your life.  The details of life are circumstantial things; and you are 
equipped through sound doctrine, to know how you can go and serve Him. 
 
We are going to study that issue more in detail next year in our class on ambassadorship.  Remember in 
the last class that I was going pretty fast trying to get through, and there was no way to cover all of that 
now.  We will cover it in just a few weeks in the Ambassadorship class, but I wanted to point it out to 
you here.   
 
When I tell you that this level of understanding is reached now that you have this information, I am not 
expecting you to be able to function with a complete instinctive awareness and activity of all these 
doctrines.  What I am saying to you is that when you get to the Romans 15 level, if you have gotten the 
doctrine in your soul as you should have, you have the foundation for the super structure.   
 
What you have to do is let the things work, and function, and operate; and become familiar with how 
they work, and function, and live.  The more you do that, and the more you serve, and the more you 
function on the basis of the doctrine that you know, the more familiar you will be with these things; and 
the more skill there will be.  But now the capacity, the equipping, the information, and the knowledge is 
there.   
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Where do you think the poor saints which were at Jerusalem came from?  Paul is out among the Gentiles 
taking up an offering to send back.  It is interesting to me that in Acts 11 he is taking up an offering 
according to the principles of 2 Corinthians 8 and 9.  This dispensation of grace is already going.  He 
already understands some of that stuff and knows what is going on there. 
 
There is a tremendous dispensational change taking place between the economy and the order in Acts 2, 
having all things common with nobody needing or lacking anything, and once you get over in Acts 11 it’s 
different.  With the raising up of the apostle Paul there begins to be a departure from the old program to 
a new program.  A tremendous dispensational change takes place. 
 
Today my friend, if you try to practice that economy of Acts 2, or Luke 12:33, or Acts 4, it won’t work.  It 
won’t be a God-honoring thing.  In fact Paul says, “If a man doesn’t work, don’t let him eat.”  And “if a 
man doesn’t provide for his own house, he is worse than an infidel.”  That’s quite a different thing.   

 

Romans 15:29 And I am sure that, when I come unto you, I shall come 
in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.  

That is a touching term:  “The fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.”  He said I'm sure that I 
will be able to come there; and all this stuff in Romans that I have been telling about is going to live, and 
is going to be in full bloom in your midst.   

 

Romans 15:30 Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's 
sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in 
your prayers to God for me;  

30  Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye 
strive together with me in your prayers to God for me; [He said I want you to pray for me.  But don't just 
pray; I want you to strive and agonize with me; I want you to press hard in yours prays to God for me.] 
 
He says, “Labor together in your prayers to God for me.”  Why?  Look at verses 31 and 32: 

 

Romans 15:31 That I may be delivered from them that do not believe in 
Judaea; and that my service which I have for Jerusalem may be 
accepted of the saints;  

31  That I may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judaea; and that my service which I have 
for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints; [His intention is to go up there, and hand deliver that gift to 
the saints at Jerusalem.  What Paul wants to do is demonstrate the value and the esteem that he and the 
Gentile churches have  for God's people, even through they have been set aside.] 
 
“That I may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judaea.” 
“And that my service which I have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints.” 
“That I may come unto you with joy by the will of God, and may with you be refreshed.” 
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He is praying for opportunity, for courage, and for the message.  That is the issue there.  2 Thessalonians 
3:1-2 

 

Romans 15:32 That I may come unto you with joy by the will of God, 
and may with you be refreshed.  

32  That I may come unto you [Three things:  That I be delivered from wicked and unreasonable men, 

(he says in Thessalonians), that my service maybe accepted; and three] That I may come unto you with 
joy by the will of God, and may with you be refreshed. 

 

Romans 15:33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.  

Come over to Philippians 1.  Remember that Paul went to Jerusalem, and what happened to him.  He got 
put in jail.  He tried to preach to the Jews there, and they let him talk a minute; but then they pounced 
on him, and he wound up in custody, then he wound up in Rome in jail.  Philippians 1:12 

 

 

Romans: 16 

Now we learned about the doctrinal edifice (Romans 16) time and again.  So I assume you understand 
that.  But how is that doctrine built up in your soul?  How is the Spirit-filled life produced?  How do the 
mechanics of Christian growth and living operate?  How do the mechanics of being filled with the Spirit 
operate?   
 
You have to find out what the facts are from the word of God and then you face them – you reckon them 
to be so.  You recognize them and you believe them, and then the fruit is the natural response.  Your 
faith rests in the facts from the word of God and rejoices in them – resulting in fruit.    
 
In Romans 16, he talks about you being established according to “my gospel” and “the preaching of 
Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery”.  It is the mystery program.  He expects you to 
get the gospel, the foundation laid, and then go on to Ephesians.  When you get to Ephesians, he 
immediately addresses people whom he assumes have already been through Romans. 

 

Personal Greetings 

Romans 16:1 I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant 
of the church which is at Cenchrea:  

The book of Romans was delivered to the Roman church by a Christian business woman by the name of 
Phoebe. 
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Cenchrea was a harbor, the harbor of the city of Corinth.  Phebe is from Corinth, and she is a servant of 
that church.  There are twenty-seven people named in this closing chapter of the book.  Twenty-seven 
people are named, and nine of them are women.  The first one is a woman.  You are going to find in 
your ministry that women are going to play a tremendously important part in the work of the ministry.  I 
have heard people say that Paul was a chauvinist, and a woman hater, and all that kind of business. 
 
I tell you Gentlemen, you will never get the work of the ministry done, if not for good, faithful, godly 
women.  It will never get done; and the minute that you depreciate them, or their place in the ministry, 
you are outside of the realm of proper understanding of how God's work is carried forth.  God doesn't put 
them in the position of leadership and responsibility.  That is where you are supposed to be; and if you 
will take that position, I will guarantee you that they will give it to you.  I have seen ladies do what the 
men wouldn't do, and then they would get into it, and get going that way.  But I have also seem them 
have to do it, and if you will go and be who God wanted you to be, and who He gave you to be, then you 
will find the ladies that work with you are a tremendous asset.  He put this letter into the hand of a lady, 
and she took it to Rome.  By the way, six of the people listed here are Paul's relatives.  Romans 
16:7,11,21 

 

Romans 16:2 That ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and 
that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of you: for she 
hath been a succourer of many, and of myself also.  

She was evidently going there on business, so he gave her the book, and he commends her to the 
assembly there.  She brings the book with her. 
 
2  That ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she 
hath need of you: for she hath been a succourer [a helper, somebody who comes along and helps] of 
many, and of myself also.  [She has shown hospitality, and has been helping people out, and she helped 
Paul out.]  

 

Romans 16:3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus:  

Priscilla and Aquila are Jews, and they are at Rome. 
 
As you read through this passage, it is interesting to identify the things that people did, the different kind 
of ministries that people have that get commended here.  Here is a lady that is helping folks out.  
Sometimes you get the idea that the ministry of a local church is what?  All preaching, and passing tracts, 
and giving money, and writing to the missionaries, and all that kind of stuff.  But there are all kinds of 
ministries, and things that have to be done to make that local church grow, and Paul commends all of 
those things here.   
 
If a guy is good at witnessing, and good at passing tracts, and the Lord gives him a real avenue and an 
opportunity that way; then he goes with that because he has those capacities.  That fellow shouldn't 
vaunt himself, and boast himself against the guy that is sweeping the floor.  That fellow usually is the 
fellow who can't sweep the floor very well.  Did you ever think of that?  There are some things that I am 
real good at.  There are some things that I am terrible at.  What is the best thing to do?  The things that 
I am terrible at?  No, I appreciate the guy that is good at them.  Boy I do; because brother, I appreciate 
somebody who can do something that I can't do.  That is the idea. 
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Romans 16:4 Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto 
whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles.  

That is an important statement, very significant.  The churches of the Gentiles:  Paul's Acts ministry.  A 
little verse like that comes along and whacks the 28ers in the head.  Paul's ministry isn't just among 
Israel.  He is out with the churches of the Gentiles.   

 

Romans 16:5 Likewise greet the church that is in their house. Salute my 
well-beloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia unto Christ.  

5  Likewise greet the church that is in their house.  [Notice:  the church that is in Priscilla and Aquila's 
house.  A house is the only place that you ever see the church meet in the Bible; they don't meet in 
church buildings.  They don't own property.  Notice too that there are several local assemblies at Rome.  
There is one in verse 5.] Salute my wellbeloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia unto Christ.  
[verse 14]   

 

Romans 16:6 Greet Mary, who bestowed much labour on us.  

Romans 16:7 Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my fellow-
prisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were in Christ 
before me.  (In Christ =redemtive term) 

You are reading along, reading all these nice personal things, and then you hit a verse that just goes 
wang.  That verse right there is a verse that the brethren that want to try to prove the body of Christ 
began before Paul are going to use on you.  They were in Christ.  Who is the they?   
 
Romans 16:7 
Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my fellowprisoners, who are of note among the apostles, 
who [Who is the who?  It could be Andronicus and Junia, or it could be the apostles.  Do you see that?  
It could be that Andronicus and Junia were “in Christ before me,” or it could be the apostles who were “in 
Christ before me.”  Either way, it doesn't help you out a bit.]  also were in Christ before me.  
 
There is somebody in Christ before Paul, right?  Well, that isn't the half of it.  Come over to 1 
Thessalonians 2, and Galatians 1.  Listen, I have told you time and again that if you want to believe 
something in the Bible, if you want to believe you are right, and prove your doctrine, God has a verse 
written down in your Bible.  You can break your theological neck on it, and go around and quote 
Scripture, and prove you are right, and be just as wrong as if you claimed the sun came up in the west.  
You need to remember that. 
 
I'll show you the explanation for the passages if you want to see it; but if you want the church to start in 
Acts 2, here is how you can demonstrate conclusively to anybody who wants it to begin in Acts 2, that it 
begins in Acts 2.  Or if you want to prove conclusively to somebody that just wants to know what God 
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says, that is something else.  But if you want to prove it begins conclusively, positively, to anybody with 
an open mind to the Acts 2 position, here you go.  Romans 16:7.  They are “in Christ before me.”  They 
are in Christ before Paul.  1 Thessalonians 2:14-16, Galatians 1:13 
 
There was a time in Paul’s life when he was not in Christ.  There came a time when he, by faith, trusted 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and God the Holy Spirit took him and placed him into Christ.  The mechanics of 
positional truth is the Spirit baptism (1 Corinthians 12:13).  “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
body.”  That means we are baptized into living union with Christ. 
 
How do you get into Christ?  You get into Christ by the Spirit of God putting you into Christ, and the Spirit 
of God does that when you believe the gospel of your salvation.  (We will see that when we get to 
Ephesians 1:13.) 
 
There is somebody that trusted Christ before Paul.  Acts 26:18.  I already talked to you about Romans 
16:7, how that being in Christ is not synonymous with being in the body of Christ.  That is a redemptive 
term, and everybody from Adam on, that gets saved, is in Christ ‘redemptively’.  Every saved person is in 
Christ.  People in time past are in Christ, and people in the kingdom are in Christ.  We looked at verse 
after verse about that.  So, Romans 16:7 isn’t any help.   
 
Look at Romans 16:7.  I wouldn’t force you to believe that these two men are apostles, but here is an 
interesting verse.  “Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my fellow-prisoners, who are of note 
among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me.”  They were of note among the apostles.  The 
indication is that they were noted apostles.  Now, you could read it and say, “Well, the apostles took note 
of them.”  But you could also read as though they were especially standing out in the group of apostles.  
So, that is another set of possibilities.  Ephesians 4:11 
 

 

Romans 16:8 Greet Amplias my beloved in the Lord.  

Romans 16:9 Salute Urbane, our helper in Christ, and Stachys my 
beloved.  

9  Salute Urbane, our helper in Christ, and Stachys my beloved. [Urbane:  do you see the word urban in 
there?  Do you know what urban means?  It means city.  Mr. Stam says that they might have been 
calling him a city slicker.  He is a city dweller, a guy that lives in a city.  I have talked with some of you 

guys that say you are city people.  You understand the city; you live in the city.  That is what kind of guy 
Urbane was.  He was a city man; he lived in town, a city slicker.] 

 

Romans 16:10 Salute Apelles approved in Christ. Salute them which are 
of Aristobulus' household.  

10  Salute Apelles approved in Christ. [Notice what he called these guys:  approved in Christ, my beloved, 
our helper, my beloved, my fellow prisoners, my well beloved.  What titles!  How would you like Paul to 
call you something like that?] Salute them which are of Aristobulus' household. 
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Romans 16:11 Salute Herodion my kinsman. Greet them that be of the 
household of Narcissus, which are in the Lord.  

Romans 16:12 Salute Tryphena and Tryphosa, who labour in the Lord. 
Salute the beloved Persis, which laboured much in the Lord.  

Romans 16:13 Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord, and his mother and 
mine.  

His mother was very dear to Paul.  Rufus is an important guy.  Do you remember when Jesus was going 
to the cross, He fell, and a fellow picked up his cross?  Come to Mark 15:21.  Mark 15:21 
 
If this Rufus is the same one, and the probability is real strong that it is, his mother is Simon’s wife.  They 
were very dear to the apostle Paul because he calls her “his mother and mine,” someone who was like a 

mother to Paul.  The indication is that this Simon in Matthew came to know the Lord Jesus Christ, not 
just as one for whom he bore His cross, but one who became his Saviour as well as His family and even 
became faithful followers and ministers together with the apostle Paul at a later date.  That is just a little 
sidelight but it has always been a touching thing to me to see the fallout there of these events.   

 

Romans 16:14 Salute Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes, 
and the brethren which are with them.  

Romans 16:15 Salute Philologus, and Julia, Nereus, and his sister, and 
Olympas, and all the saints which are with them.  

Do you see that there is an assembly in verse 15, an assembly in verse 14, and an assembly in verse 5?  
In the city of Rome, there are at least three local churches.  There is one body of Christ, but it manifests 
itself in different localities.  So when Paul writes the book of Romans to the saints that are at Rome, he is 
writing to at least 3 local assemblies.  You want to remember that.  Verse 5. 
 
I get to reading those chronologies back in the Old Testament and I tell you, honestly as the day comes, 
one after another, if I had a name like those, I'd change my name.  The classic illustration about name 
changing is, Willy Stinks.  You know the joke about Willy Stinks.  He went to the court and told the 
judge:  Judge, I want to change my name.  The judge said, what is your name?  He said, Willy Stinks.  
The judge said, I can understand wanting to change that; what do you want to change it to?  He said, 
Joe Stinks.  Some people just don't do enough good with their good intentions.  Verse 16. 

 

 

Romans 16:16 Salute one another with an holy kiss. The churches of 
Christ salute you.  
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Now that issue of a holy kiss:  come over to 1 Corinthians 16, and notice it again.  He is not talking about 
necking in the parking lot, or on the front lawn of the church, or in the vestibule.  What he is talking 
about there is a custom in their day, and men kissed men, and women kissed women.  It wasn't a wife 
swapping, and husband swapping kind of routine.  If you go to France or a lot of the Eastern European 
countries, they do that.  If you ever see the news reels, you know they play up the Russians, and the 
Cubans; and they put a big smacker on each other.  And you go, yuck, because it is not our custom; and 
it doesn't look real clean and appetizing to me; but with these people, it is their custom.  It is something 
that they did; they understood that.  You go over to Italy today, and Turkey, and Greece, and that part 
of the world; they still do that, and that is what he is talking about.  1 Corinthians 16:20 

 

Final Instructions and Greetings 

Romans 16:17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause 
divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; 
and avoid them.  

The issue of contrary doctrine, (teaching things that are contrary to what Paul taught), is the way of the 
adversary to attempt to neutralize what God intends.  The Apostle Paul describes the details of how that 
works in the following verse: Colossians 2:4, Colossians 2:8, & Colossians 2:18-19. 
 
Verses 17 and 18 are very important verses about the doctrine of separation, and the warning.  “Now I 
beseech you, brethren.”  Do you see how he does that?  Now look guys, I beg of you, mark them which 
cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.  He said:  I 
have given you all this information; I have laid the foundation for you; now I want to tell you something.  
I want you to be motivated on the basis of grace to do something.  And he warns them; because 
gentlemen, Christian love is not the saccharine sweetness of sob sisters.  It is not just a bunch of soft 
compromised sell out.   
 

Christian love is dedication to the Lord Jesus Christ, and to the standards and the values that he sets.  
And when you understand how much He values individuals, enough to die for them; then you are willing 
to value them as much as He does.  He is willing to sacrifice Himself for them.  You will be willing to 
sacrifice yourself for them, and not use them.  Some use good words and fair speeches just to get 
something for their own belly.  But you be willing to spend and be spent for them.  Paul said to the 
Galatians:  “Am I become your enemy because I tell you the truth?”  You know what is going to happen:  
you tell people the truth, and you are going to become their enemy at some point.  What he is doing 
here is he wants them to understand some things about bad doctrine.   
 
Notice what verse 17 says, and you want to write this down.  These two verses are about divisive 
brethren.  There are things that you need to understand about divisive brothers, so that you know how 
to deal with them.  These are not people who are unsaved people.  These are brothers in Christ who 
cause division and offense—scandal.  
 
“Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them.”  That word mark simply means to openly identify them so 
that you can easily see who they are.  Take a magic marker, and put a mark on their forehead.  It is a 
verb.  Mark them.  Identify them.  Make it easy to know who they are.  How do I know who he is? 
(Pointing at a man.)  Who is he?  That is Mary's husband.  That is the fellow in the blue shirt.  Does that 
help you?  Well, he is Mary's husband.  Now I have a problem.  You give him a name, don't you?  You 
give him a mark.  That is Greg.  Mark them.  Identify them.  Name them.  Make it clear who they are.  
Paul names some guys.  1 Timothy 1:20, 2 Timothy 1:15, 2 Timothy 2:17-18, 2 Timothy 4:14 
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He names people, identifying them.  We have studied the issue of separation thoroughly, and you have 
seen how you are to do that kind of thing.  You want to understand that.  Notice:  mark them which 
cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which you have learned.  Who is it that causes the 
division?  The guy that marks the fellow, or the guy that teaches bad doctrine?  The guy that teaches the 
bad doctrine.  You need to remember that on the basis of that verse.  Somebody will come up to you and 
say:  You are just causing  trouble, making division.  Please point out that verse of Scripture to them. 
 
I sat in a cafeteria in New Jersey one day with a preacher.  He sat down, and the first thing that he said 
was, I want to know why you are trying to divide the brethren all the time?  I said:  I'm not.  He said:  
yes, you are.  I said:  how do you mean that?  He said:  Here.  And he showed me a couple of articles in 
the Searchlight.  I said:  Brother, don't you know who is causing the division?  He said:  yeah, you are.  I 
took that verse of Scripture, and turned his Bible around, and set it in front of him.  I said:  read to me 
Romans 16:17, and on the basis of what God says, tell me who is causing the division.  That fellow took 
that Bible and read it.  Then he took that Book and shut it, and went to eating his eggs and sausage, and 
the conversation was over with. 
 
The thing is, you want to know who is doing it, and not be intimated by those people.  When people 
come in and bring in divisions and offenses by teaching contrary doctrine, what are you supposed to do?  
Mark them, and avoid them.  Identify them.  See who they are.  Say who they are, and then stay away 
from them.  That is the issue of separation.  Avoid them. 
 
We have studied this, but I want this to be in this lesson.  There are basically three areas of separation in 
this context.  (There is a fourth, but not in this context.)  There is separation from the world.  Romans 
12:2 
 
Then there is separation from the religious system in 2 Corinthians 6:14-18.  That is a passage about 
separation from the religious system around us.  Another verse you can write down by that is 2 Timothy 
3:5.   
 
The third category is separation from erring brethren.  Separation from the world, from the religious 
system, and from erring brethren.  There are two categories of error that brethren fall into that you are 
to separate from.  The first one is errors of deportment; that is, their behavior.  1 Corinthians 5:1 
 
That is, there is open, known, public sin—deportment—immorality in this case, and that open sin is to be 
separated from.  We have been studying this, and we studied it at the retreat.  Get the tapes on that, 
and study them.  In verse 11, he lists a number of different sins, he isn't just talking about immorality, 
but sinful erring conduct, sinful habits, and that kind of thing:  open sin.  It is open sin, not the private 
things, and it isn't yours to bring the private into the public to begin with.  If it is private sin, you deal 
with it on the basis of Galatians 6:1-2, (going and restoring their brother).  You can be sure that it will 
become open, if it isn't gotten right.  Be sure your sin will find you out.  The passage in Galatians said: 
 
Galatians 6:7 
Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
 
It is going to get out if the guy doesn't get it right.  But erring brethren are to be separated from.  They 
are to be put out of the assembly.  1 Corinthians 5:1-13.  You are to excommunicate them, withdraw 
fellowship from the assembly, put them out of the assembly that they might be ashamed, and they might 
change their conduct. 
 
The second type of erring brethren is doctrinal error, and that is Romans 16:17, contrary doctrine, 
somebody that teaches false doctrine and refuses correction.  Now you don't separate from somebody 
just because he is teaching something wrong, because the guy who is teaches something wrong might 
learn what is right if you will teach it to him.  Understand I am not talking about just running around 
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head hunting, looking for somebody that is wrong, and saying, I have to get away from you.  That is not 
the issue.  That is not the issue with the other type either.  You are to go to the guy, and on the basis of 
grace seek to correct them.  Seek to restore them.  Seek to work the thing through.  You work it 
through, and if he refuses to get right, he refuses to correct it, there comes a point where you can't go 
anymore.  You have gone as far as you can go, and you can't go anymore.  It isn't that you are going 
around on the basis of a rumor or something just throwing the guy off the cliff.  You shouldn't separate 
from somebody like that. 
 
Now I am talking about in the local church.  This is local church instructions.  He is talking to three 
assemblies in Romans 16.  When you are in a local church, you have a system of authority.  Pastor and 
elders.  You have ways to work through these things, and they should be worked through.  You don't just 
throw people out.  When you get outside of the local church, when you get into larger categories than 
the local church, the same principles apply, but they are more difficult to apply. 
 
You go by the same principles, but it is more difficult to apply principles when you are in the broader 
scale outside of the local church; because outside the local church, in that broader fellowship, there 
aren't any authorities to help you work through the thing.  In the local church, you have the pastor and 
the elders to confront, and to deal, and to work through the thing.  Outside of that, in fellowships and 
associations, you don't have any authorities like that, scripturally established.  So it is a little more 
difficult to work through the things, but the same principles apply.  You go to the guy, confront him, deal 
with him, and show him.  You deal with him, identify the problem, and work through it; and when the 
point comes where there isn't any reception, any desires for correction; then there isn't anything to do 
but to move away from him.   
 
Now I want you to notice some passages.  “Mark them and avoid them.”  Again I say to you, marking 
them has to do with identifying them; and when you have to separate from them, you have to identify 
them, publicly, and clearly, both who they are, and what they have done.  That is the reason that John 
said to you over and over, the other day, you better have the information.  First, so that you know you 
are correct.  Second, so that you can prove that you are correct in the public forum.  Do you understand 
that?  That is all involved in marking them.  Come to Galatians 5:7.  Galatians 5:7-12 
 
The idea there again is separation.  You are to mark them.  You are to identify them.  You are to know 
who the divisive brethren are.  You are to mark them, and avoid them, and come out from them, and 
reprove them.  Identify them, withdraw from them, turn away from them, rebuke them, don't receive 
them, purge them, and cut them off.  That is a list of eleven different things that I wrote down.  I went 
over most of the verses with you earlier, of things that you are to do.  The idea in all those things is 
separation.   
 
Look, gentleman, sound doctrine produces healthy believers.  It produces well-rounded, stable believers.  
It produces godly living.  Anything less than sound doctrine is going to produce the opposite:  unhealthy, 
sick, weak Christians, unstable, tossed to and fro.  Anything less than sound doctrine is going to produce 
bad behavior.  So you want to be careful, and you want to be jealous of these issues.   
 
Now the attitude with which you conduct this is very important.  Look at Titus 3 with me.  Here is a 
passage that to me is very interesting in this regard, because of what it says.  Titus 3:9 
 
Don't forget the context of Romans 16:17.  Go back to Romans 12, and notice how he says that you are 
to deal with one another.  Romans 12:10 
 
You see, the issue in the passage here about separation, is a context of you doing everything that you 
can as a member of the body of Christ for another brother in the body of Christ.  And only when it comes 
to the place where they won't, and even when you have to separate from them, you do it out of a heart 
of love and compassion and brotherly affection.  Did you notice when we had the retreat, how much 
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emphasis Pastor Beckemeyer placed on that issue?  Do you remember the letters that he read to you, 
and how often in those letters that he expressed the affection of brethren?  Have brotherly love, and call 
them Brother or Sister.  I have an opportunity to write a lot of letters like that, and have read dozens of 
letters like that, that Mr. Stam wrote.  One of the things that I have noticed in his correspondence, and 
that has to be true in mine, when you take that approach of brotherly affection for an erring brother, it 
takes the bitterness and the sarcasm out of even the hardest things that you have to say. 
 
I talked to a fellow one time about some problems, and got through them, and went away, and his wife 
called up my wife and said:  Brother Rick was being so sweet when he was being nasty.  You know that?  
Do you know what I found?  When I sit down and just get mad and angry in the flesh, and bang out a 
letter, and shoot it off, you know what happens?  I guarantee you I am going to get the same kind of 
response back.  I guarantee it.  I have never sent a mad letter off to anybody that I didn't get a mad 
response back.  But I have gotten mad letters, (just in the last two weeks, I have gotten a mad letter), 
and if I or you send back a response that indicates hearty warmth toward them personally, 
uncompromising about the issue and the doctrine, do you know what you get?  You get a similar 
response.  So you want to remember that. 
 
A doctrine of separation is a doctrine that you have to maintain.  You can't let the guard down, but you 
have to exercise it from a heart of love and appreciation for the brethren. 
 
If you want divisions, Romans 16:17 will give you some – “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them 
which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.”   
 
The man that causes divisions is the man that teaches doctrine contrary to the word rightly divided.  He 
teaches doctrine contrary to what Paul teaches.  He comes in with bad doctrine and causes division.  If 
you want to have unity, get the bad doctrine out, and have the unity of the faith. 
 
Now, you can have union (people all together).  They are not together around doctrine but just let’s get 
along and maintain the organization.  But, you will not have spiritual unity.  You will have union by 
compromise. 

 

Romans 16:18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the 
hearts of the simple.  

Verse 18:  “For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly;”  They are just 
serving their own self interest.  Galatians 6:12-13 
 
18  For they that are such [The people that are causing division and offenses contrary to the doctrine.] 
serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, [If they served the Lord Jesus Christ, what would they be teaching?  The 
truth.  So what is their problem?  They are serving themselves.  They have their own self interest in 
mind.] but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. 

 
People can be deceived, folks.  Gentlemen, your people, when you preach to them, can be deceived; and 
by the way, you can deceive them; and by good words and fair speeches, they are going to be deceived.  
You are going to find, (it is going to be the strangest thing that you ever saw), some slicker will come in, 
and put on a good show, and they will just go for it.  And you will say, how could they go for that?  But 
they will.  Paul says, Oh foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you?  Do you know what you do when 
you bewitch somebody?  You cast a spell over them.  1 Corinthians 2:1,4-5 
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Don't forget that.  “For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly.”  Come to 
Philippines 3, and notice a comparison passage that is a contrasting passage to the one in Romans.  
Romans 16 says mark them that cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine.  You are to be 
able to identify people that teach things contrary to what Paul taught you.  But there is another group of 
people that you are supposed to identify.  Philippians 3:17 
 
These folks come in, and with good words and fair speeches, deceive those people, (people that are 
unmixed, people that are just going on grace) and move them away from grace.  

 

Romans 16:19 For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am 
glad therefore on your behalf: but yet I would have you wise unto that 
which is good, and simple concerning evil.  

Underline that verse, would you.  Be wise concerning that which is good, and simple concerning that 

which is evil.   
 
19  For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. [They are being obedient to the doctrine, and this 
has come abroad to all men.] I am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet I would have you wise unto 
that which is good, [Be informed about sound doctrine.] and simple concerning evil. [Don’t be 
contaminated by bad doctrine and bad conduct.  Be separated.] 
 

Don’t be all mixed up, and get all this other stuff.  Just keep your focus on right doctrine.  And believe it 
gentlemen, your ministry is going to be affected.  You are going to be affected, and your ministry is 
going to be affected by good words and fair speeches, and people that want to make a fair shew in the 
flesh, and all the rest.  And you have to stay and keep your focus (and train your people to keep their 
focus) on that message.  You have to develop an ear to hear grace, and to know when you are not 
hearing grace.  And you have to be able to identify it when you are not hearing it, and to mark it when 
you are not hearing it, and say: “That isn’t grace”.   

 
And you must develop that ability in your people.  You are going to minister to people who do not have 
that ability, and you are going to have to instill it in them.  And you do that by calling it to their attention, 
and teaching it to them, and instructing them, and slowly building that perception in them.   
 
Turn to 1 Corinthians 1.  Here is a passage that we are not going to have time to really deal with, but I 
want you to see this issue in regard to what we are talking about – good words and fair speeches.   

1 Corinthians 1:17-18 
 
Do you know what is attractive to saints?  Look at Romans 16:19 and you will see what is becoming to 
saints and what reflects God’s attitude.  “For your obedience is come abroad unto all men.  I am glad 
therefore on your behalf: but yet I would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning 
evil.”  Do you know how much you should know about evil?  Nothing!  Zip!  You shouldn’t know anything 
about it. 

 
When somebody comes up and starts talking about the movie stars of this world, you should not know 
near as much as you do.  That’s right.  When somebody comes up and starts talking about the things of 
this world, you should know nothing about it, but – “wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning 
evil (Romans 16:19).”   
 
Now, I understand that you cannot get rid of your past.  Some of you people have been involved in all 
kinds of things in the past, and you can’t get rid of that.  I am not saying that you have to forget 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.16.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=50.3.17|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.1.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.1.17-46.1.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.16.19|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.16.19|_AUTODETECT_|


everything that you ever knew.  I know if we took a poll here about who knows more about this, that, 
and the next thing, we would get all kinds of different levels of understanding about different things; but 
you should not brag about those things from your past.   
 
You hear some guys giving a word of testimony, and it is just a litany of all the sinfulness that they had 
been through in their life.  You find out all the rotten things they did, and at the end they tell you how 
they trusted Christ and now what they are going to do for Jesus.   
 
Your life ought to be a litany of the things that God has done for you.  And you should be ashamed of all 
that other stuff in the past, whether it is human evil or human good.  Maybe some of you talk about 
human evil that you do, but I have to talk about human good that I did.  Both of them are an 
abomination in the sight of God.   
 
I haven’t done a lot of things.  I never smoked a cigarette, and I never drank liquor, and I never tasted 
beer.  I never did any of those things.  So what?  I tasted a lot of stuff on the other side of life, a lot of 
religious pride and ceremonialism, and that kind of stuff.  
 
Maybe your sin is not the same kind as mine, but both are unacceptable.  You get the idea.  You can get 
just as attracted by the beautiful pictures of big cathedrals.  Did you ever think about that?  The other 
night I was looking at some pictures of the Vatican in National Geographic.  The pope was lying down on 
his face, and they were crowning him or whatever they do to him.  You talk about opulent wealth, and 
beauty, and splendor.  And, those are things people would like to have. 
 
Do you know the difference between Ted Kennedy, John Kennedy, their father and Al Capone?  The only 
difference in the world is one was born rich and one wasn’t.  But they all had a lust for greed and power 
and a reckless disregard for humanity and how they made their money and how they got their power.  
Ephesians 5:3  

 

Romans 16:20 And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet 
shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.  

“The God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly.”  Where is that a reference to?  There are 
two ways to take that passage, and I tell you how to do it.  If you obey verses 17 -19, then verse 20 
takes place.  If you have practiced separation, and have a wise concern to that is good, and simple 
concerning that which is evil, is Satan's policy of evil against the body of Christ destroyed?  Does it work?  
No.  It does not work; it is destroyed, isn't it? 
 
Prophetically, it is Colossians 1:15-20, that issue of the reconciliation of the heavenly places, and that 
future reconciliation program that we studied so much about.  Colossians 1:15-20 
 
Ephesians 3:9-10 says that right now, as the fellowship of the mystery functions, the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places see the manifold wisdom of God.  Ephesians 3:9-10 
 
Romans has been getting you equipped to understand all that God has done for you, placed you into this 
body, made you an adult son in His family, equipped you to function here on the planet, in time, right 
now, in an encapsulated environment where you are self-sustained and self-sufficient; and you have 
everything that you need in the Lord Jesus Christ.  You are spiritually equipped with all the divine 
operating assets that you need, and you learned about that in Romans.  You get your feet on the 
foundation, and he says, now if you will be separated from anything that is going to move you away from 
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that, and just stand here on the doctrine, and stick with the doctrine, and don't be deceived, and don't be 
mixed up with all that other stuff, Satan's attempt to destroy you won't work. 
 
All of a sudden he begins to bring up subjects that he hasn't covered with you very well yet.  So you 
don't really understand, if all you have is Romans, the issue of the reconciliation of the heavenly places, 
do you?  So that tells us that here is more for us to understand, and learn, and that is what he does in 
the rest of the book.  He sets you up now to move from Romans, the foundation, to Ephesians, the 
super-structure. 
 
Notice verse 20:  “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  Amen.”  What does that sound like?  
It sounds like he concluded the book, doesn't it?  Now he adds another couple of things. 

 

Romans 16:21 Timotheus my workfellow, and Lucius, and Jason, and 
Sosipater, my kinsmen, salute you See, he has some relatives there, and, that is good.  It 

is always good to have some of your relatives in the work of the ministry, and in the work of the Lord.  
There is one famous fellow in verse 13. 

 

Romans 16:22 I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord.  

The Book of Romans was dictated to a man by the name of Tertius. 
 

I’ve been saying Paul wrote it, but why does it say Tertius wrote it?  I write letters all the time, but I 
don’t personally write the letters; my secretary does it.  Paul dictated the letter to Tertius who was Paul’s 
secretary, his amanuensis.  You may see that word sometime in a commentary, and all it means is that 
Tertius was a secretary.  Remember that Paul’s habit was to dictate his letters to others, but he always 
signed them himself. 
 
22  I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord.  [Who wrote the epistle?  Tertius.  I thought 
Paul wrote it.  We have been over that passage.  Do you see how important that is?] 

 

Romans 16:23 Gaius mine host, and of the whole church, saluteth you. 
Erastus the chamberlain of the city saluteth you, and Quartus a brother.  

That man, Gaius, is a resident of the city of Corinth.  Gaius is a Corinthian.  Evidently in Romans 16:23 
Paul is there with Gaius at Corinth.  It is evident that Paul is living in the home of Gaius at the time.  That 
isn’t all.  Notice that Erastus is the chamberlain of the city. 
 
23  Gaius mine host, [1 Corinthians 1:14] and of the whole church, saluteth you. Erastus the chamberlain 
of the city saluteth you, and Quartus a brother.  [What he is doing here in verse 21-24?  See Verse 24.] 

 

Romans 16:24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.  
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He quit one time in verse 20, and then the Corinthians, (that is all those people in verses 21-23 are 
Corinthians).  They say Paul said goodbye from us, so he says goodbye again from them.  Now verse 25: 

 

Doxology  

Romans 16:25 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to 
my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the 
revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began,  

Romans 16:26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the 
prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made 
known to all nations for the obedience of faith:  

God has a purpose that he has kept secret since before the beginning of the world.  In other words, 
before Genesis 1:1, God had a purpose and the purpose that he had before Genesis 1:1, he did not 
speak about, preach about, predict about, talk about all through the prophesies (time past).  It has to do 
with the mystery program (now).  You can have prophetic events; you can have predicted events happen 
in the mystery program.  You can have predicted events happen in the prophetic program, but you must 
constantly remember that there is a difference between the prophetic program and the mystery program. 
 
Contrast the Body of Christ with Israel's program - BOC (mystery kept secret since the world began) vs 
Israel (preached since the world began).  See Acts 3:20-21. 
 
That’s the purpose of the passage: to tell you how to plan.  Plan according to the divine viewpoint.  Take 
that pattern of perfection that Paul gives you for the edification of the believer and plan your preaching 
according to that.  Plan your teaching ministry, if you’re teaching a Sunday School class or a Bible class - 
whatever you’re doing - toward the aim of the perfection of the saints.  You want to preach in each of 
those areas of doctrinal emphasis. 
 
You have to be oriented to the provisions of God – what God has done for you and whom he made you.  
You have got to get the foundation laid.  You have to be oriented to the program of God.  You have to 
get that doctrine built up in your understanding.  You have to be oriented to the overall plan of God.  You 
have to understand how it all fits together.  And you begin to get that stability built into your soul.   
 
Now once you have that stability built into your soul, the next step is the measure of faith.  We learned in 
Romans 12:3 that the “measure of faith” was that intelligent application of the operating assets that God 
has given you – all the sound doctrine.  And you take the understanding of that doctrine and you apply it 
according to the principles of grace.  The information takes root in your life and it becomes the measure 
whereby your faith operates.   
 
When these things become the value system whereby you operate then comes “the fruits of 
righteousness” (Philippians 1:11). 
 
Romans 16:25 – “the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was 
kept secret since the world began.”  What is the mystery?  It is something, which was kept secret since 
the world began but now is made manifest.  Well it is not a secret anymore then, is it?  Do you see how 
that verse defines the mystery for you? 
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Paul comes along and says, “I am preaching to you some information that was never preached about, 
never talked about, never prophesied about, never made known until now.”   
 
It looks to me like a six-year-old kid could figure this thing out.  Really!  If something has been talked 
about, preached about, and made known since the world began; and something else has not been 
preached about, talked about, and not made known since the world began, I am just dumb enough to 
believe they are different.  I know people say, “You’re dumb to believe that stuff.”  Well, okay, I’m dumb, 
but I am going to stand before God Almighty and tell Him that there are some verses in the Bible that are 
different and ask, “Why did You say they were?”  I’ll get along a whole lot better than you will if you can’t 
say that.  People, this is important.  You’ll get so used to hearing it, that you won’t think it isn’t important 
any more.  You listen to the TV tonight, and watch those folks fighting.  You know that whole fight could 
be stopped if they would just recognize these simple, clear, easy-to-see verses.   
 
“Well, it can’t be that easy, because certainly the scholars would see it.”  Would they?  Some people 
never see anything, because the glasses they read through are so tainted with denominational distortions 
that they have an astigmatism, and they can’t read the words on the page straight. 
 
Compare Acts 3:24 and Colossians 1:25.  It just builds and builds and builds.  It’s just like everything 
Peter says, Paul comes along with his message and says it’s the opposite.  Acts 3:24, Colossians 1:25  
 
Romans 16:25  Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, 
 
If what Peter was talking about was spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began, 
and what Paul was speaking about was kept secret since the world began, there isn’t any way under 
God’s heaven they can be the same, can they?  No.  It’s just as clear as the Word of God can say it, that 
the dispensation of grace, the mystery program, is not what is going on here, but rather that which God 
has been preaching about, talking about, and making known by the mouth of all his holy prophets since 
the world began.  Acts 3:22-25  

 

Now it is made known.  The nations are no longer ignorant, because they can get the Bible; they can get 

the Word of God; it has gone out now. 
 
We discussed this passage in regard to the fact that this passage gives evidence of Paul’s design for the 
perfecting and the maturing of the believer.  But, I want you to notice something without that thought in 
mind.  Notice the expression “the scriptures of the prophets.”  What are the scriptures of the prophets?  
If you take the books in my library, you will find out that they do not explain that.  You will not find the 
answer to that question in the commentaries, because they do not deal with the issue.   

 
Now, let’s try to define what is happening here.  In Romans 16:26, we are talking about “the scriptures 
of the prophets” and we will try to identify and locate this.  First of all, we must find out who these 
prophets are.  You have two choices.  They are either Old Testament prophets or New Testament 
prophets.  Which one is it? 
 
Look at verse 26 – “But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the 

commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith.”  Which of 
those two prophets are made known today to all nations for the obedience of faith?  Is the obedience of 
faith today found in the Old Testament prophets?  The answer is “no.”  The obedience of faith today is 
found in the ministry of the apostle Paul.   
 
Then, the prophets in Romans 16:26 are not Old Testament prophets, but they are New Testament 
prophets.  That is important for you to understand.  The Old Testament is made known to all men today.  
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People will say, “These prophets have been made known to all men according to the commandment 
given to Paul.”  That is fine, but the scriptures of the prophets are not made known to all men “for the 
obedience of faith” – for men to take the instructions and obey them today.  It is out of order today to 
offer an animal sacrifice for sins.  It is out of order today to look for the kingdom and the millennium and 
to try to bring it in as the prophets in the Old Testament tried to do. 
 
Now, if the prophets are not Old Testament, then they are New Testament prophets.  Well, what is the 
deal with New Testament prophets?  Look at the book of Ephesians, and notice a few passages about 
prophets in the New Testament.  Ephesians 4:11. 
 
I am saying to you that “the scriptures of the prophets” are the scriptures that the prophets copied down.  
Those prophets in those New Testament churches (the Pauline churches) collected the word of God 
together.  Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, Peter, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, 
Jude, Revelation were the books that these prophets collected together.  They said, “These are 
scripture.”  They identified them as what God Almighty said, and they authoritatively said, “This is the 
scripture.” 
 
According to 2 Peter 3, Peter had all of Paul’s epistles.  All of those people in Galatia that Peter wrote to 
had Paul’s epistles.  They had them because of the functioning and the activity of these prophets, who 
Christ gave as foundational ministries to the body of Christ to produce that book and to authoritatively 
identify it. 
 
Those prophets collected together more than just Paul’s epistles.  They collected together “the whole” of 
our New Testament.  In 1 Timothy 5, Paul has the book of Luke, and he quotes it as scripture.  There is 
an identification process, and they collected all of the bible together using this process. 
 
Regarding Romans 16, I am saying that “the scriptures of the prophets” are the scriptures that the 
prophets copy, collect together and get ready for distribution.  They identify them as scripture; they copy 
them, and they collect them together.  Your New Testament was collected together according to the 
commandment of the everlasting God made known to all nations for the obedience of faith. 
This process is God’s design.  It was His idea.  It is the “commandment of the everlasting God.”  We will 
be able to get the preserved copies, or God will not be an everlasting God.   
 
That is the design for edification and establishment of the believer.  If all you ever read was  Paul’s 
epistles, you would learn that.  If you will just read your Bible the way it is laid out, you will get exactly 
what you ought to get.  It is line upon line, precept upon precept.  The Word says, “the wayfaring men, 
though fools, shall not err therein,” (Isaiah 35:8).  Just read it and believe it instead of trying to adjust it 
and change it and try to out-figure it.  Give it the benefit of the doubt.  I think that is probably one of the 
most important things I could ever say to you about how to study your Bible:  Come to your Bible and let 
it tell you what to believe.  Do not come to it and say why can’t it be this way?  Why can’t it be that way?  
Why didn’t He put Galatians next to Romans, and put Corinthians over here?  Don’t do it that way.  Sit 
there and look, and see what He did do. Find out what God has accomplished.  It is fascinating.  
 
There is no degree of knowledge suggested in this passage.  It was not revealed at all, and now it is. 
This shows a contrast rather than an issue of degrees.  So Mystery truth does not belong in Time Past.   
 
Matthew 13 talks about the mysteries of the kingdom.  To find out what those mysteries are, read about 
them back where they are taught in Time Past.  Gentile salvation was never a mystery.  God told 
Abraham, “In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.”  The promise back there is that 
Gentile salvation would come through the instrumentality and channel of the nation Israel.  The Mystery 
in the But Now dispensation is the Body of Christ:  how God sets aside the nation Israel, and in spite of 
Israel’s rebellion, saves the Gentiles in a new way.  Now there is neither Jew nor Gentile.  The secret, the 
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mystery, was that God would place a Jew and a Gentile together in one spiritual unit of believers where 
there was absolute total equality by simple faith in the gospel.  
 
1.  Never back in Time Past was there absolute equality between Jew and Gentile. 
2.  Never back in Time Past did people ever believe the gospel that Christ died for their sins.  Gentiles did 
not even know He would die for their sins.  They did not preach that to the Gentiles in Time Past. 
 
[Here’s Paul’s closing postscript.  I don’t know about you, but I generally put postscripts in my letters 
after my signature when I have something to say that I don’t want my reader to forget.  I say that last 
and say it separately, and they’ll remember it best.  I think that’s what Paul did here.]  Romans 16:25-26  
Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel [not the gospel - my gospel], and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the 
world began. 
 
But now is made manifest . . . [And on about the “scriptures of the prophets.”  Certainly that’s not the 
Old Testament prophets, because then it wouldn’t have been a secret, but is made known] by the 
scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all 
nations for the obedience of faith.  
 
This is what he says that the Romans should not forget: 
 
Now to him that is of power to stablish [us and make us strong like a rock that can’t be overthrown] 
according to my gospel, [I don’t know why it is that people miss this.  There are at least three places 
where he uses the term “my gospel” and repeatedly “that gospel which was preached by me” and similar 
phraseology.  He says that is what will stablish you.  That will stablish your hearers.  The preaching of my 
gospel,] and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery . . .  
 
This is how we get established.  You won’t have to write letters like the letters I get from ministers 
apologizing - really, they’re not established in the Word yet.  That’s too bad.  God would have us 
established in the message proclaimed by Paul.  He wasn’t riding a hobby, and he wasn’t trying to get us 
to ride a hobby.  This is the message for today; this is God’s message for the dispensation of grace. 
That’s why he saved the “chief of sinners” and made him the apostle of grace - so that everybody would 
know He had saved the chief of them all, the leader of the rebellion against Christ.  Surely, he’ll save me, 
and that’s how we ought to preach it, too.  Turn to 1 Timothy 6:20 

 

 

Romans 16:27 To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. 
Amen.   

We have studied that passage in detail about the stability of the believer.  What he does there, in 
essence, is he says okay guys, go on to Ephesians now.  So we are going to do is that.  We will study the 
book of Ephesians, and what you are going to see is that Ephesians takes up where Romans leaves off.  
Romans lays the foundation, and we have been through that.  You have had the four foundation stones 
laid for you, and you have the foundation, the interchange, and the interplay established. 
 
Now we are ready to build up that super structure of Ephesians, and go up and build us a little look out 
up here so that we can see the overall dispensational program of God.  We have not come to the place 
where you have got the information that equips you to understand who you are in Christ, and how God 
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has equipped you to live and serve Him, and how God works on the basis of grace in an age of grace, 
and that is for the purpose of stabilizing you.  
 
As I thought about how to conclude the class, and I looked in Mr. Stam's book.  At the end of every 
chapter in the book we had some space left, and Rick Kurth had the idea of putting a poem at the end of 
each chapter.  So Mr. Stam went back and did that, and that is how every chapter in his book ends:  in a 
poem.  Let me read to you the poem with which he closes the book of Romans.  It is written by Isaac 
Watts. 
 
Great God, my eyes with pleasure look on the dear volume of this book. 
There my Redeemer's face I see and read his name who died for me. 
Let the false raptures of the mind be lost and vanished in the wind. 
Here I can fix my hope secure.  This is Thy word and must endure. 
 
Thus far the book of Romans demonstrates that to be an eternal truth.   

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Romans:  

Chapter:1 60ad 

Greeting 

Longing to Go to Rome 

The Righteous Shall Live by Faith 

God's Wrath on Unrighteousness 

Chapter:2 

God's Righteous Judgment 

God's Judgment and the Law 

Chapter:3 

God's Righteousness Upheld 

No One Is Righteous 

The Righteousness of God Through Faith 

Chapter:4 

Abraham Justified by Faith 

The Promise Realized Through Faith 

Chapter:5 

Peace with God Through Faith 

Death in Adam, Life in Christ 



Chapter:6 

Dead to Sin, Alive to God 

Slaves to Righteousness 

Chapter:7 

Released from the Law 

The Law and Sin 

Chapter:8 

Life in the Spirit 

Heirs with Christ 

Future Glory 

God's Everlasting Love 

Chapter:9  

God's Sovereign Choice 

Israel's Unbelief 

Chapter:10 

The Message of Salvation to All 

Chapter:11 

The Remnant of Israel 

Gentiles Grafted In 

The Mystery of Israel's Salvation 

Chapter:12 

A Living Sacrifice 

Gifts of Grace 

Marks of the True Christian 

Chapter:13 

Submission to the Authorities 

Fulfilling the Law Through Love 

Chapter:14 

Do Not Pass Judgment on One Another 

Do Not Cause Another to Stumble 



Chapter:15 

The Example of Christ 

Christ the Hope of Jews and Gentiles 

Paul the Minister to the Gentiles 

Paul's Plan to Visit Rome 

Chapter:16 

Personal Greetings 

Final Instructions and Greetings 

Doxology 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Design of Paul’s Epistles 

 

 

 

Roman Catholics vs Protestants Vs Grace (mid acts dispensation)  

 

 

Catholics + Orthodox 

 

1 Faith        + Works 

2 Grace       + Merit 

3 Scripture  + Tradition  

4 Christ       + Church teachings 

5 No 

 

 

Protestants= Reformers 

 

1 Faith alone  

2 Grace alone 

3 Scripture alone  

4 Christ alone 

5 No 

 

   

Grace= BOC 
 

1 Faith alone 

2 Grace alone 

3 Scripture alone (Right division) 

4 Christ alone 

5 Paul alone 

  

 
Paul’s  
Epistles 
 

Faith 
 

Love Hope Fellowship 

Cross – Grace Church – Goal Coming – Glory Congregation – 
Godly Order 

Doctrine  
(Body of Truth) 

Romans Ephesians 1&2  
Thessalonians 

1&2 Timothy 

Reproof 
(Bad behavior) 

1&2 
Corinthians 

Philippians ---- Titus 

Correction 
(Bad Doctrine) 

Galatians Colossians --- Philemon 



 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
Acts 16 --- Gal 
Acts 18 --- 1&2 Thes 
Acts 19 --- 1 Cor (from Ephesis) 
Acts 20 --- Rom, 2 Cor (from Masidonia) 
Acts 28 --- Phil, Eph, Col, Titus, Phile, 1&2 Tim 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

Signs and winders given to conferm the message and the messenger 
1 The Law   -    Moses 
2 Prophecy -   Elijah and Elisha 
3 The gospel of kingdom – Jesus, the 12 + (Philipse & Stephen)  
4 The gospel of grace of God – Paul  

1Cor 1:22 The Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom 

Jn 4:48 Jesus: Except ye see a sign & wonders, ye will not believe 
Ps 74:9 Our signs 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
 


