
47 The Book of 2nd Corinthians 

2nd Corinthians GSB commentary (Mal & Eng) 

Greeting 

2nd Corinthians: 1 (60 ad) (2nd Chorithians is written after the upror) 

2nd Corinthians: Paul is defending his apostleship 

1-7: He begins by explaining his message and his ministry. 

5: He deals with the issue of his motivation 

Behaiver problems 

2nd Corinthians 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, 
and Timothy our brother, unto the church of God which is at Corinth, 
with all the saints which are in all Achaia:  

2nd Corinthians 1:2 Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  

God of All Comfort 

2nd Corinthians 1:3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort;  

It is as the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ that God is the Father of mercies and the God of all 
comfort.  Do you understand that?  Because he is the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, he can be 
the Father of mercies to you, and he can be the God of all comfort to you.  So, the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, provided all of these things.   

 

2nd Corinthians 1:4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we 
may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort 
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.  

Now there is another matter they needed instruction about.  They needed to know God as the God of all 
comfort. 
 



You have problems and the problems work patience.  They teach you to stick by the Book and go get 
your comfort from the Word of God (Romans 15:4).  Why? - So that you can be equipped to go help 
someone else.  God uses problems that are there to equip you to honor and glorify him.  (2 Corinthians 
4:16-18) 

 

2nd Corinthians 1:5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our 
consolation also aboundeth by Christ.  

2nd Corinthians 1:6 And whether we be afflicted, it is for your 
consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the 
same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is 
for your consolation and salvation.  

2nd Corinthians 1:7 And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye 
are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation.  

Paul was beginning to teach them, and alert them to the fact that there would be some issues of 
suffering they would need to learn about.  They could learn about enduring the suffering by looking at 
him, because he had been given comfort to comfort others.  They were obviously facing that kind of an 
issue.  You find passages about the issue of comfort in II Corinthians chapters 4 and 12, about how God 
operates today in the dispensation of grace in the midst of trials and afflictions.   
 
Rather than living in Israel’s Kingdom program where deliverance is given from all kind of physical 
calamities because of a contract they have with God, now we live in the dispensation of grace when that 
has been postponed.  Yet God has provided something even better.  The second Corinthian epistle is one 
that focuses on the comfort wherewith we are comforted of God in the midst of trouble.  We see the 
consolation we have in Christ.  The introduction lays that out for us. 
 
Come over to 2 Corinthians 1.  You are to be thankful for all things, and here is a passage that will help 
to explain that to you.  2 Corinthians 1:6-7 “And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and 
salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we 
be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation.  And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as 
ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation.”   
 
Notice, when Paul was afflicted, why was he being afflicted?  He had a ministry, and he knew when 
trouble came, it was just a natural result of the work of his ministry.  And when he got comfort, he just 
said, “Bless God, we’re having comfort today”.  And that is the result of the work of the ministry, and the 
issue is the work of the ministry.  And the issue is not what kind of mattress I am sleeping on during the 
night.  2 Corinthians 4:14-15 

 

2nd Corinthians 1:8 For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of 
our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of 
measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life:  
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2nd Corinthians 1:9 But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that 
we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead:  

2nd Corinthians 1:10 Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth 
deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us;  

2nd Corinthians 1:11 Ye also helping together by prayer for us, that for 
the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many persons thanks may 
be given by many on our behalf.  

Paul's Change of Plans 

2nd Corinthians 1:12 For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our 
conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly 
wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the 
world, and more abundantly to you-ward.  

2nd Corinthians 1:13 For we write none other things unto you, than 
what ye read or acknowledge; and I trust ye shall acknowledge even to 
the end;  

2nd Corinthians 1:14 As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we 
are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the day of the Lord Jesus.  

2nd Corinthians 1:15 And in this confidence I was minded to come unto 
you before, that ye might have a second benefit;  

2nd Corinthians 1:16 And to pass by you into Macedonia, and to come 
again out of Macedonia unto you, and of you to be brought on my way 
toward Judaea.  

2nd Corinthians 1:17 When I therefore was thus minded, did I use 
lightness? or the things that I purpose, do I purpose according to the 
flesh, that with me there should be yea yea, and nay nay?  



2nd Corinthians 1:18 But as God is true, our word toward you was not 
yea and nay.  

2nd Corinthians 1:19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was 
preached among you by us, even by me and Silvanus and Timotheus, 
was not yea and nay, but in him was yea.  

2nd Corinthians 1:20 For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in 
him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.  

2nd Corinthians 1:21 Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, 
and hath anointed us, is God;  

2nd Corinthians 1:22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of 
the Spirit in our hearts.  

Notice the issue of “the earnest of the Spirit”.  He is the earnest of our inheritance.  He is the one who 
makes that inheritance a reality in us now.  He is the down payment on the possession.  Galatians 4:6-7 
 
God the Father seals us and gives us the earnest of the Spirit.  The Spirit is two things.  He is the seal 
and the earnest.   
 
Verse 21 – “Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ” is the baptism of the Spirit, putting you in 
Christ.  The part of that verse that says “and hath anointed us” is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Then you have the sealing of the Holy Spirit in verse 22, and God the Father is the one.  God the Father 
baptizes you into Christ by using the instrumentality of the Holy Spirit – by the Spirit you are baptized.  
You are sealed, but not by the Spirit this time.  It is with the Spirit.  His presence is the seal. 
 
So, the ‘sealer’ is God the Father, the ‘sealed one’ is the believer, and the ‘seal’ itself is the Holy Spirit 
himself; his presence is our seal.  Now, a “seal” in the bible represents about eight different things, and I 
am just going to list them for you, and you can study them out. 
 
A seal represents or implies: 
 
A Finished Transaction.  You will see it used that way in Jeremiah 32:10.  (You need the context of that 
passage in Jeremiah.) 
Security. (Matthew 27:66, Revelation 20:3, Esther 8:8, Ephesians 4:30).  Ephesians 4:30 will show you 
the doctrinal implications of the ‘sealing’.   
Ownership. (Haggai 2:23). 
Identification.  Something is recognized by the mark of a seal. (Revelation 7:2-8, 2 Timothy 2:19). 
Secrecy. (Daniel 12:9, Job 9:7, Isaiah 29:19, Colossians 3:3). 
Obligation.  It binds an obligation.  (Nehemiah 9:8, 10:1).  In Ephesians 4, he says, “Grieve not the holy 
Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed.”  The sealing of the Holy Spirit implies obligation to him. 
Authority. (1 Kings 21:8, Esther 3:12, Daniel 6:17). 
Likeness.  It leaves its impression. (2 Corinthians 3:18). 
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Now, those things imply what the seal does, and you are sealed by the Holy Spirit.  The issue in being 
sealed with the Holy Spirit is all of those things listed above.  God the Holy Spirit is your security.  He is 
the guarantee that you are going to be preserved all the way to the rapture.  Look at Ephesians 4:30 

 

2nd Corinthians 1:23 Moreover I call God for a record upon my soul, 
that to spare you I came not as yet unto Corinth.  

2nd Corinthians 1:24 Not for that we have dominion over your faith, 
but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand.  

Paul was trying to cause them to rejoice in what they had in Christ.  Write down beside that verse in your 
Bible, Philippians 1:25, which is the other verse just like it. 
 

Paul wanted to see them make some progress and rejoicing in the Lord, thrilled about all that Christ has 
done for them in Christ.  Rejoicing in the Lord is not just shouting, “Amen! and Hallelujah!”  You can find 
people who do rejoice like that, but that is not what Paul is talking about here.  Rejoicing in the Lord 
means to come to appreciation of all that God has done for you in Christ; how he puts you in his grace.  
 
It’s finding out about all those divine operating assets God has given you by his grace and seeing the 
position you have in Christ where you are free and you are complete in him.  It’s letting God’s life, God’s 

power and God’s character be on display. 
 
I have told you before that this verse, right here, revolutionized my personal ministry.  If you said to me, 
“Rick, give me one verse that changed your whole life and your whole ministry,” that would be the verse.  
“Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand.”  Do 
you understand what he is saying there?  He is saying, “Look I am going to come down there to Corinth, 
but my purpose is not to come to just tell you guys what to do.” 

 
A man said to me the other day, “I wish I was just as sure about one thing, as you seem to be about 
everything.”  And I am sorry if I sound like I believe what I say, but I try to say what I believe and 
believe what I say.  
  
But I am not interested in running your life.  When I realized that the purpose of the ministry that God 
gives us to do is not just to manipulate, and dominate, and control people, my ministry changed.  And 
the purpose is not just so you can tell people what to do, and how to do it, and when to do it, and just 
be able to pop your fingers and say, “Jump.”  And they say, “How high and which way.”  It is not that, 
but it is just to be a “helper of your joy.”  In your bible, in 2 Corinthians 1:24 by that word “joy”, write 
down Colossians 2:7.  
 
Please, when you get off in your ministry in 3 or 4 years from now, or 6 or 8 months from now, and you 

begin to wonder what to do, go back and go over your notes.  I watch some of you preach right now, 
and I think I wish they would go back and read those Preparation & Delivery notes.  Go back and read 
over these notes.  And please write down, in your notes, so it is there to remind you about 2 Corinthians 
1:24.   
 
The way to stir up an assembly is to stir up their appreciation and gratitude for what they have in Christ.  
If you can get those people up on cloud nine (spiritually) every Sunday morning and every Sunday night, 
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and every Wednesday night, and cause them to be so grateful for what they have in Christ, do you know 
what will happen?  The Spirit of God will take that love of Christ, and motivate them. 
 
I am not saying that you never preach about sin.  I am not talking about never preaching about things 
that are wrong.  You cannot do what I am suggesting without teaching doctrine.  But I am talking about 
doing it on the basis of grace, and let grace motivate them – not the law, but grace.    
 
 

 

 

2nd Corinthians: 2 

2nd Corinthians 2:1 But I determined this with myself, that I would not 
come again to you in heaviness.  

2nd Corinthians 2:2 For if I make you sorry, who is he then that maketh 
me glad, but the same which is made sorry by me?  

2nd Corinthians 2:3 And I wrote this same unto you, lest, when I came, I 
should have sorrow from them of whom I ought to rejoice; having 
confidence in you all, that my joy is the joy of you all.  

2nd Corinthians 2:4 For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I 
wrote unto you with many tears; not that ye should be grieved, but that 
ye might know the love which I have more abundantly unto you.  

Forgive the Sinner 

2nd Corinthians 2:5 But if any have caused grief, he hath not grieved 
me, but in part: that I may not overcharge you all.  

2nd Corinthians 2:6 Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which 
was inflicted of many.  

2nd Corinthians 2:7 So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, 
and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with 
overmuch sorrow.  



2nd Corinthians 2:8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm 
your love toward him.  

2nd Corinthians 2:9 For to this end also did I write, that I might know 
the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all things.  

2nd Corinthians 2:10 To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if 
I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in 
the person of Christ;  

2 Corinthians 2:9,10 – “For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether ye be 
obedient in all things.  To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I 
forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ.”  Paul said, “Hey, I’m not holding a grudge.  

I forgive this guy.”  Why?  Verse 11 

 

2nd Corinthians 2:11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we 
are not ignorant of his devices  

 

Verse 11 – “Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.” 
 
Now, notice the context of that.  He is not talking about false doctrine invading you from outside and 
causing you to go into apostacy.  He is talking about the assembly, the believers, harboring animosity 
towards one another and having an unforgiving spirit.  He is talking to them about a problem in their 
midst.  They are motivated to take care of it, but instead of dealing with it, they multiply it by self-pity.  
They develop animosity and resentment against that brother, and, therefore, they are entangled in 

Satan’s trick, and trap, and they are not functioning properly.  Do you see that?  Turn to 2 Corinthians 
10:3-5 

 

Triumph in Christ 

2nd Corinthians 2:12 Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach 
Christ's gospel, and a door was opened unto me of the Lord,  

2nd Corinthians 2:13 I had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus 
my brother: but taking my leave of them, I went from thence into 
Macedonia.  
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2nd Corinthians 2:14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us 
to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge 
by us in every place.  

[Paul says, Everywhere I go, God is making Himself known by my preaching.] 
 
2 Corinthians 2:14 – “Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ.”  I hope 
you see that!  In Christ, you always triumph!  No matter what it looks like, you are a victor in Christ.  
Continuing – “and maketh manifest the savour (the smell, the odor, the aroma) of his knowledge by us in 
every place.”  He says, “Everywhere we go preaching the word of God, the odor (the aroma, the smell, 
the savour) of God’s knowledge (the knowledge of Christ) is made known.” 

 

2nd Corinthians 2:15 For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in 
them that are saved, and in them that perish:  

Verse 15 – “For we are unto God.”  He did not say “unto men”.  If you live your life and you perform your 
ministry for religious organizations, or the religious system, it won’t ever make any difference.  Luke 
16:15  

 

2nd Corinthians 2:16 To the one we are the savour of death unto death; 
and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for 
these things?  

16   To the one we are the savour of death unto death; [The lost man, I mean.  The gospel is a two-
edged sword, folks.  To the lost man, it’s just death.] and to the other the savour of life unto life. [The 
guy gets saved.} And who is sufficient for these things?” 
 
Well, the answer to that is in Verse 5 of Chapter 3.  2 Corinthians 3:4-5 
 
2 Corinthians 2:15,16 says, “For we are unto God (that is the issue – what are you before the Lord?) a 
sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: To the one we are the savour of 
death unto death; (it just kills the lost man) and to the other the savour of life unto life.  And who is 
sufficient for these things?”   
 
As you preach and teach the word of God, and you do it just out of dedication to the Lord, not to get 
anything, not to be anything, just out of gratitude and love for the Lord, the Lord looks at that, and that 
is pleasing to him.  That is a sweet smell going up to him.  And it doesn't make any difference if the lost 
man won’t receive it, or if the saved man does receive it.  It doesn't make any difference what the results 
are.  It pleases the Lord. 
 
There will be plenty of times when you will preach the word, and people will not receive it.  And it is a 
savour of death unto death.  When they hear the gospel, it is just a stench of death in their nostrils.  
They are going to run from it, but it pleases the Lord because you are doing it for him.  You are not 
cutting corners to win friends and influence people.  You are doing it for him.  And when you see people 
get saved, and they rejoice in the Lord, and they are grateful to God and you, it is still just the Lord’s.  
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You are not getting the glory, and you are not hogging the glory or taking the credit.  You are doing it for 
him, and that makes it pleasing to him.   
 
Where is your sufficiency?  2 Corinthians 3:5 says, “Our sufficiency is of God”.  Now, turn back to 
Ephesians 5:2. 

 

2nd Corinthians 2:17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word 
of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we 
in Christ.  

Now notice: "We are not as many" (not as few).  There are a lot of people that do this, folks. This is not 
a characteristic that is limited to a few people.  It’s the characteristic of most people, a great number.  
What do they do?  They corrupt the Word of God.  
 

Now what does he mean when he says they corrupt the Word of God?  It has to do with changing the 
Words on the page before you use it.  Corrupting the Word of God has to do with taking the words that 
you have on the page and changing them before you use them.  
 
Now, if you look over at 2 Corinthians 4:2, you’ll see the other side of that.   
 
Folks, corrupting the Word of God has to do with changing the Bible before you use it.  That is, watering 

down what it says, diluting what it says and changing what it says for one’s own advantage.   You see 
he’s warning them there, "We are not as many …." Do you know what "many" means?  It means a lot.  
There are a lot of people out there doing that, and he says, That’s not us.  There are people changing it, 
and he warns them about that.  
 
Now look at Revelation 22:18-19, and notice the concern that John has for the words he has written 
down in the Book of the Revelation.  

 
There are many, folks; that’s a lot.  We’re not unmindful of that.  We’re conscious of the fact that there 
are people out there who, when they handle the Word of God, their purpose is not to handle it in an 
honest manner - in sincerity before God - but, rather, they take it and corrupt it.   

 

 

2nd Corinthians: 3 

Ministers of the New Covenant 

2nd Corinthians 3:1 Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or need 
we, as some others, epistles of commendation to you, or letters of 
commendation from you?  
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2nd Corinthians 3:2 Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and 
read of all men:  

2nd Corinthians 3:3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the 
epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the 
Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the 
heart.  

Paul uses the comparison method in 2 Corinthians 3 to compare the law and grace.  Then he goes on to 
describe the difference in the ministry that the law produces, (the tables written in stone); and that grace 
produces through the ministry of the Spirit, (written in the hearts of men).  In the verses following, 
verses 6, 7, and 8, you see the differing glories and different principles.  There is a contrast there 
between those two issues.  It is a common method of studying in your Bible.  
 

You have heard people use that verse and say; “Your life is the only bible some people will ever read”.  
That is not what that verse is saying.  “Forasmuch as ye are manifest and declared” (emphasis added).  
Is that word “ye” singular or plural?  It is plural.  He did not say, “You Dick, You Art”.  He is saying, “You 
the church (the local assemblies of believers at Corinth) you people are manifestly declared to be the 
epistle of Christ.  And you are manifesting the word of God, the written word, hence the living word, to 
those around you.”  What do you get out of starting local churches?  You are not just trying to get a 
group of local people so you can say I got fifty this week.  How many did you have?  It isn’t that at all. 

 
There is a spiritual ministry going on, and if you do not conduct it on the basis of divine viewpoint, and 
you do it on the basis of human viewpoint, do you know what is going to happen?  It is not going to 
exist. The results will not be there.  It will be something else.  1 Corinthians 3:16-17 

 

2nd Corinthians 3:4 And such trust have we through Christ to God-
ward:  

2nd Corinthians 3:5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any 
thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God;  

You’re not sufficient in yourselves, fellows, but let me tell you something: God Almighty will give you the 
grace to do the job that he calls you to do.  You write that down, and don’t forget it.  You do what God 
gives you to do, and God will give you the grace to do the job He calls you to do.  “Our sufficiency is of 
God,” folks, not ourselves, so you keep your eye on Him - not circumstances. 
 
Come to II Timothy, Chapter 4, and Colossians, Chapter 4.  I want you to see Paul’s advice here to two 
young preachers.  2 Timothy 4:5, Colossians 4:17, 1 Thessalonians 2:4.     
 
Where is your sufficiency?  2 Corinthians 3:5 says, “Our sufficiency is of God”. 
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2nd Corinthians 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new 
testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but 
the spirit giveth life.  (Testament involve death) (One sacrifice for all = applied to us by grace) (Paul’s 

revelation) (Not by law but by spirit) 

2nd Corinthians 3:7 But if the ministration of death, written and 
engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not 
stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; 
which glory was to be done away:  

2nd Corinthians 3:8 How shall not the ministration of the spirit be 
rather glorious?  

2nd Corinthians 3:9 For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, 
much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory.  

The title of the law is “Death and Condemnation.” 
 
What is he talking about?  The ministration of condemnation is the law.  The ministration of 
righteousness is grace.  If the law was glorious, how much more is righteousness glorious!  Why?  The 
law condemns you.  What does grace do?  It saves you, gives you righteousness, makes you right.  Well, 
hey, if there was glory in what condemned you, isn't there a lot more glory in what saves you?   
 
The law is called “the ministration of condemnation” (2 Corinthians 3:9).  And grace is called the ministry 

of righteousness. 

 

2nd Corinthians 3:10 For even that which was made glorious had no 
glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth.  

2nd Corinthians 3:11 For if that which is done away was glorious, much 
more that which remaineth is glorious.  

You see, the whole chapter is a contrast between the law and grace.  Now we behold the Word of God, 
the glory of the Lord.  What glory?  Not the glory of the law, but the glory of grace—the glory that 
exceeds, the glory of righteousness, the glory of what Christ has done for us today—and what happens?  
We are changed.  We get our word metamorphose from that word.  There is a complete transformation, 
and notice what we are changed into:  “the same image from glory to glory.”  Do you know whose image 
we are changed into?  The image of the Lord Jesus Christ; we are conformed to the image of His Son.   
 
Notice the last few words:  “By the Spirit of the Lord.”  You see folks, as you take in that doctrine about 
what God has done for us today, the Spirit of Almighty God takes us, and matures us, and transforms us, 
and renews our mind in a spiritual process where our thinking capacity becomes different.  That is that 
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renewed mind that transforms our thinking, and we are transformed.  It is a spiritual transformation that, 
by the way, is just like the transformation that takes place in Philippians 3:21.  Philippians 3:21 says, 
“change our vial body”—same word.  Philippians 3:21 

 

2nd Corinthians 3:12 Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great 
plainness of speech:  

“Seeing then that we have such hope.”  And, that “hope”, in the context, has to do with the finished work 

of Christ – putting away the works program.  “Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great 
plainness of speech”.  That is exactly what the translation should be.  “We use great plainness of 
speech.”  The terminology that we use in communicating the gospel message is critically important.   
 
Now, you understand that every time you preach the gospel, you do not just stand up and say, “Christ 
died for our sins.  Christ died for our sins.  Christ died for our sins.”  We communicate that proof in 
words, different words that express it.  And our words should not add to the wisdom of men’s words.  

But rather, we are to take the words of God and say them.  One of the great difficulties, today, is the 
popular appeals, and expressions, and clichés that are used in salvation invitations. Many of them are 
faulty, many are the addition of the wisdom of words that bring about the corrupting and perverting of 
the gospel, because all you have to do to destroy grace is add works.   
 
There is different terminology in communicating the gospel.  And when you sit down and you deal with 
somebody, and you talk to them, you are trying to ascertain what their faith rests in.   
 
Somebody says, “Are you going to heaven when you die?” 
And they answer, “Well I hope so.” 
Well what is their hope in?  You try to find out what the basis of their hope and confidence is.  Well, 
when you are dealing with people or you are hearing people preach the gospel, or you are preaching it, 
you need to be a good ambassador and have discernment in these areas.   
 
Our terminology is faulty if it fails to provide an adequate basis for our faith to rest in.  Romans 3:25 

 

2nd Corinthians 3:13 And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, 
that the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that 
which is abolished:  

He said, “Moses put a vail on his face so they could not see that the law.  The works program, is going to 
pass away.”   

 

2nd Corinthians 3:14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day 
remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old 
testament; which vail is done away in Christ.  
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2nd Corinthians 3:15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the 
vail is upon their heart.  

What does that vail on their heart do?  It blinds their minds.  Do you know how Satan blinds a person’s 
mind?  He puts them under a work system.  The law program is a works system.  Now that is right in the 
context.   
I hope I am not spinning my wheels, and that you are getting the importance of what I am trying to say 
to you, because this is critically important.  You have to understand that the issue of the maintenance 
and of the integrity of grace is your first responsibility.  People, the message that you proclaim (the 
message of grace) must be maintained.  That is your job.  You are to speak (in his behalf) a message of 
grace, and to realize that you are in enemy territory, and the adversary is going to try to assault that 
message and cause you not to speak grace.  And the way you destroy grace is to add works to it.  So he 
is going to try to get you to add works of some kind.   
 
And I am going to give you example, after example, after example, in the following lessons, about how 
that is done to try to put you on guard.  And he also tries to get you to do the same thing in your 
Christian life, and we are going to study that.  2 Corinthians 11:15 

 

2nd Corinthians 3:16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the 
vail shall be taken away.  

2nd Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty.  

2nd Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the LORD.  

Notice verse 18 very carefully, and for time’s sake, I am just going to give you the references.  “we all, 
with open face beholding as in a glass, the glory of the Lord.”  That glass is a figure of speech that refers 
to the Word of God.  If you will write down James 1:22-25, you'll find a similar passage that refers to the 
same kind of a context in the Jewish program.  You will find where the Hebrew saints over there have the 
same kind of a process, and it will work in their program, where the glass is defined as the Word of God.  
James 1:22-25 
 
2 Corinthians 3:17-18 – “Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  
But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed (we are 
transformed) into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”   
 
You see, the Holy Spirit not only establishes the believer in Christ, and he not only makes the positional 
truth a reality.  He is not only the one who executes the mechanics of positional truth by putting you into 
Christ, but the Holy Spirit also is the one that enables each believer to execute that position in his daily 
life.  As you take in the word, (as in a glass behold the glory of the Lord), you look into the word of God, 
and you see all that God has done for you.  As you look into that, God the Holy Spirit creates the mind, 
and the attitude, and the heart, and the thoughts of Christ within you, as you take in that doctrine.  He 
changes you; he transforms you by renewing your mind, by giving you a new way of thinking.  You think 
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like the Spirit of God.  You take the old files out, and you put the new programs in.  You erase the old 
programs and you put the new programs in, so to speak.   
 
Listen, if you want renewal for your people and for your church, and for your life, and for your ministry, 
you will find it.  Let’s say you have a church, but it is dead, and it needs renewed.  You need renewal in 
your life, and you have a group of people that need renewed and rejuvenated.  You will find that when 
you impart the truth of God to the people of God, they will be renewed.  When you impart the truth to 
people and that truth is in their soul, (not just in their head), then it won’t make any difference what kind 
of methods that you use, because you will have a whole lot of renewed people carrying on the work of 
the Lord no matter what the circumstances.  They will be internally motivated.   
 
A lot of people have the idea that the Christian life is just legalism.  It is rights, and rules, and 
regulations, and programs, and methods and manners.   
 
You heard Mr. Stam say that when the emphasis is on methods, the emphasis is off of the message.  And 
that is true because sometime people think that the Christian life is all these different ways of doing 
things.  But, if you will perfect the saints, they will develop the programs, and then they will have the 
internal motivation. 
 
Now some people misunderstand grace, and they say, “Well it isn’t legalism, therefore, it is the opposite 
– no rules, no regulations, no restrictions, no responsibilities, no obligations.”  So, you get both extremes.  
Well, God’s grace does not mean that he isn’t interested in your life.  God’s grace doesn't mean he is not 
interested in the way you live.  In fact, the very opposite is the truth.  God’s grace is his provision for you 
to live freely and successfully for him.  Romans 6:14, Galatians 5:18, Galatians 5:13 
 
2 Corinthians 3:17-18 – “Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  
But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”   
 
As you look into the glass, which James 1 identifies as the word of God, and you behold the glory of God, 
you see all that God has done for you in the face of Jesus Christ.  You see what Christ has accomplished 
for you in Christ.  God the Holy Spirit takes that truth you have stored up in your soul, and he produces a 
change.   
 
The word there for “change” is the same word in Romans 12 “transformed”.  It is the word we get our 
word “metamorphosis” from.  That is not an instant transformation, but there is the caterpillar 
metamorphosis and the butterfly.  And, as you take in the doctrine, God the Holy Spirit produces a 
metamorphosis in your soul.  He is producing a gradual spiritual growth to maturity. 
 
By the way, this is what we call progressive sanctification.  We talked about that before.  It is a 
progressive bringing of your life into line with the position that you have in Christ, and it has to do with 
the maturity that is brought unto your soul by the sound doctrine that you take in.  Now turn to 
Philippians 3:15-16 

 

 

2nd Corinthians: 4 

The Light of the Gospel 
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2nd Corinthians 4:1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have 
received mercy, we faint not;  

2nd Corinthians 4:2 But have renounced the hidden things of 
dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God 
deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to 
every man's conscience in the sight of God.  

That issue of “not handling the word of God deceitfully,” and “not walking in craftiness,” has to do with 
basic principles of honest handling of the Word of God.  When you deal with God’s Word honestly, you 
will get the truth from it; you will manifest the truth; and by the manifestation of the truth, commend 
yourself to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. 
 
To handle the Word of God deceitfully is to use the Bible for your own interests; that is, to take it and try 

to make it prove what you want it to prove and show what you want it to show regardless of what it 
really says.  That’s deceitfully handling the Word.  But when he talks about corrupting it, he’s talking 
about taking that actual text of the Bible itself and changing it to make it say what you want it to say.  He 
says that there are a whole lot of people doing that.  And, there flat are, folks.  
 
Come with me to three passages:  Deuteronomy 4:2, Proverbs 30:6, Revelation 22:18. The Bible tips you 
off, to start with, about what people are going to do to it.  Somebody has said that the Bible has placed 

three guardians—one at the beginning, one in the middle, and one at the end of it—to warn you about 
what not to do to it.  
 
A man comes in with a big whoopy-do kind of a program, and he is promoting this, and he is promoting 
that, and he is talking about what great things he is doing here, and what great things he is doing there, 
and it is your responsibility to determine: Does this man, through the manifestations of the truth, 
commend himself to my conscience in the sight of God?  If he does, does God want me to be a 
participant in his ministry, and support him, and provide the wherewithal so he can go out and do the 
work of the ministry?  And if He does, how much?  It is my responsibility to determine that.  Folks, do 
you know that if the church, the body of Christ, operated that way, there wouldn't be ministries that lack 
financial resources to get the job done?  Do you know why?  Because the God that is indwelling you is 
the God that is providing this ministry over here, and it would work on the basis of the commendation of 
the doctrine back and forth between you.  The supply would be met.  
 
People say that God has the money; but God doesn't have the money just sitting on a yum-yum tree over 
yonder for you to go and pull off.  God puts the financial resources in the hands of His people, and that is 
where they are.  You are out there, and you have the resources, and you have a job, and you make 
money, and so forth; and God expects you and me, on the basis of an intelligent understanding of what 
He is doing, to identify other places and other people who we can participate and communicate with, as 
concerning giving and receiving.  We do it on the basis of knowing how to evaluate a ministry, through 
the commendation of the manifestation of the Spirit, commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in 
the sight of God. 
 
But you know what happens.  Preachers come along and pull a fast one on you, don't they?  False 
preachers steal God's supply from God's men by false doctrine.  I have seen that happen time and time 
again.  They come along and just sort of throw a spell over people.  They are doing it today coming and 
going.  They run little pictures.  Talk to somebody about the need of an African, for example, in Ethiopia, 
to hear the gospel of the grace of God, and to have his soul saved from eternal damnation and you will 
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get a little money.  But you show the picture of a little naked, starving, broken, distorted body, and do 
you know what will happen?  Some dear sister will turn around and look at you and say: “Don't you wish 
you just had twice as much to give?”  You know what I am talking about, don't you?  Somebody will 
come along and put them under a system where they control them, and just steal them blind.  So when 
you come along and preach the gospel, they don't have anything to give you.  Do you know what that is?  
That is the church not being what it ought to be.  That is exactly what happened in Corinth.  Look at 
chapter 11, verse 18.  2 Corinthians 11:18-19 

 

2nd Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are 
lost:  

Do you see the connection there between Romans 1 and what is going on here?  As you go forth dealing 
with people on a day-by-day basis, you need to remember Romans 1:  that the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven, and that men have a negative response against the knowledge that God has given them.  
They try to cover it up to get rid of it so it won’t bother them.  They reject it.  They use all kinds of 

rationalistic techniques to do that, and they begin to function on the basis of their own human viewpoint 
which is positive toward them and what they can do, and negative toward God.  Then they begin to 
develop religion. 
 
If Paul’s message (Paul’s gospel) is hid (if the gospel of grace is not seen by man), it is because the guy 
is lost. 
 
There is one thing about the gospel, folks, it is a set of doctrine.  You believe in the heart that form of 
doctrine, which is delivered to you.  “If our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god 
of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them” (verses 3,4).  Do you know what he blinds?  
Doesn't it say that he blinds “the minds”?  Do you know how you blind people’s minds?  You blind their 
thinking mechanism.  Did he make them where they couldn’t think?  No, they can think, but he comes 
along and gives them some false doctrine to believe.  Look at 2 Corinthians 11 and I’ll show it to you.  2 
Corinthians 11:3   

 

2nd Corinthians 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.  

In whom the god of this world …” Who is that?  Satan.  Notice that he is a god.  Do you know what you 
worship?  People want to worship gods.  God wants to be worshiped.  Just because it goes under the 
name of religion, doesn’t mean that it is God’s religion.  Did you know that man is naturally religious?  
Carl Marx looked out from his humanistic, depraved, atheistic viewpoint and said religion is the opiate of 
the people.  Do you know why he said that?  Everyone has a religion.  They are a dime a dozen.  
Everyone has one. 
 
The god of this world is whom they worshipped, not God Almighty, but Satan.  That’s hard to 
understand.  He has ministers of righteousness, getting people to go out and do good things to try to 
please God.  And he says if our gospel is hid, if they can’t see the fact that salvation is in the finished, 
completed, accomplished redemption that God provides in the person of Jesus Christ at Calvary and in 
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the payment that He made there; if they can’t sing the song “…This is all my hope and plea, Nothing but 
the Blood of Jesus” it is because the devil has their minds blinded.   
 
2 Corinthians 4:3-4, “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:  In whom the god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, 
who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”  Who in the verse is the image of God?  Jesus Christ.  
You don’t need an image to worship.  You don’t need to make an idol or an icon.  When the anti-Christ 
appears you don’t have to fall down and worship the image the false prophet sets up and gives power to.  
You have an image to worship and it is Jesus Christ.  If you worship any image other than the Lord Jesus 
Christ then you are an idolater.   
 
That’s interesting isn’t it?  We have an image.  We have the image of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.  We 
don’t want to substitute anything else for it.  That is why aids to worship (the icons that people put up to 
worship) are blasphemous.  They are not aids to worship.  They are humanly devised, cunning 
techniques to get your mind off the Lord Jesus Christ and on to other things.  If you want an image to 
worship then worship the Lord Jesus Christ.  Then you will be worshiping The One, the right one. 
 
That Christ-like-ness is gone, it has been lost.  We are not involved today in the brotherhood of man and 
the fatherhood of God.  God is our creator.  We were created in the image of God, but sin has changed 
that.  It has not destroyed it, it has effaced it.  What it has done is, the Christ-like-ness is gone.  The 
image of God is defined as Jesus Christ, and that has been lost.  Man is still a trinity; he is still a spirit, a 
soul, and a body, created in the image and likeness of God.  Genesis 1:26. 
 
He is called the god of this world. 
 
“The present evil world” is the system that is under Satan’s control, and Paul is dealing with that.   
 
Number two, the world system is the manifestation of the philosophy of Satan.  It is the expression of the 
philosophy of Satan.  1 Corinthians 2:12 
 
You need to realize, gentlemen, there is a Satanic policy of evil directed against the gospel that we 
preach.  It is directed against grace.  Satan does not care what you believe about Christ dying, and his 
deity, and all the rest of that thing, as long as you do not trust and rely exclusively on that.  He comes in 
there and perverts it just that little bit.   
 
So concerning the perverted gospel: 
 
The source is Satan.  The type is works.  (There is no such thing as works plus grace.  If it’s works, then 
there isn’t any grace.  If it’s grace, then there isn’t any works.  The two cancel one another out, because 
they are mutually exclusive.)  The result is none effect.  (Nothing happens, you believe it, but you do not 
get saved.)   
 
Now let’s look at 2 Corinthians 3.  That verse is talking about how Satan blinds the minds of them that 
believe.  2 Corinthians 3:13: 
 
2 Corinthians 4:3-4 – “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this 
world …”.   
 
Satan is the god of this world.  And do you know where you find gods?  You find them in temples and 
churches.  A temple is a shrine for the dwelling place of a god.  Satan’s sphere of operation is religion.  
And he is called the “prince of the power of the air”.  He is called “the prince of this world”.  But, he is 
also called “the god of this world”.  And he not only has a world system, but he has a religious system.  
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And the religious system is designed to hide the truth that was committed to us through the ministry of 
the apostle Paul.   
 
Paul says, “If our gospel (if that special gospel, the grace of God committed to us through the ministry of 
the apostle Paul, Paul’s my gospel) is hid, it is hid to them that are lost.   
 
Verse 4 – “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not.”  He didn’t 
blind their eyes that they couldn’t see beautiful church buildings.  He didn’t deafen their ears that they 
couldn’t love beautiful music.  He didn’t take away their senses so they had no appreciation for 
intellectual arguments, or aesthetic and beautiful things.  He blinded their minds. 
 
Continuing in verse 4 – “lest (here is what he is afraid of) the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is 
the image of God, should shine unto them.”   

 

2nd Corinthians 4:5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the 
Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.  

Explain why you are giving your testimony   
 
Tell them, “I am glad to be able to share with you the things the Lord has done in my life,” or “I want 
you to know about the things the Lord has done for me.”  Be sure to tell people why you are doing it 
because you will be talking about yourself.  But listen, do one thing: remember  2 Corinthians 4:5: “We 
preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord.”  Center your testimony on Christ, not on yourself, not 
on your church, not on Alcoholics Anonymous.  Center it on Christ and how He made the difference.  
You’ll find that a personal-testimony type message, in certain situations and in the proper setting, will be 
a tremendous blessing. 
 
I could go any Sunday to our church and preach a message that was my personal testimony.  I could 
hold people’s rapt attention. You can’t do it every week, but it is a powerful kind of a message - when 
people don’t know you, and when people know you.  In fact, it is really more potent when people know 
you better because they are getting that insight into those things that you relate to them.   
 

 

2nd Corinthians 4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  

You see, the idea is that light and darkness.   When the gospel comes in, do you know what it does?   It 
brings in light, did you get that?   Do you know where faith comes from?   Romans 10:17. 
 
Your heart (your soul) has received light.  And God has now given the capacity to your soul to receive 
and to store and to utilize sound doctrine.  Your spirit now perceives it, and receives it – takes it in.  Your 
soul has been given light now.  It is equipped by God to store and to utilize sound doctrine.  And the 
maturation process (the process of spiritual perfection) has to do with receiving sound doctrine into your 
spirit, and transferring it over into your soul, and storing it in your soul based on an act of your will 
making it the operating basis of your life.   
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Number two, your soul, as well as your spirit have been cut loose from the old sin nature.  In Colossians 
2:11-12 he says that we have been “circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off 
the body of sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ”.  That is the old sin nature.  You can talk to 
believers from now until dooms day and they will never tell you anything about that spiritual circumcision.  
I do not know why people miss it, or why they do not pay any attention to it, because that is one of the 
most important things that happen to you.   
 
You are made free from this old man.  You are set free:  “For he that is dead is freed from sin” (Romans 
6:7).  You obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine.  Your will is in your heart. and you obeyed from 
the heart that form of doctrine, which is delivered to you.  And the result is that God sets you free.  God 
Almighty cuts your soul loose.   
 
Your soul is chained to your body in an unsaved condition.  That is the reason you find references in the 
Old Testament that says, “Any soul that touches an unclean thing, it shall die.”  You are circumcised, cut 
loose, and free from the body – that old man.  That means you do not have to serve him anymore.  It is 
important to remember that.  The old man is crucified with Christ.  He is now dead.  He is now to be 
considered inoperative (Romans 6).   
 
But you are not going to get rid of that old sin nature until the rapture, because it is genetically resident 
in your flesh.  And you are not going to drop your body until death or the rapture, one of the two.  When 
you drop that body, you get rid of the old sin nature.   
 
There are three terms that the apostle Paul uses to describe what happens to your person when you get 
saved.  And it takes all three of these terms to completely describe what takes place: 
 
Regeneration – your spirit is given new life. 
Resurrection – walking in the newness of life.  This affects your soul 
  and you now have life and are free to walk in the  
  newness of life. 
New Creation – God is forming a new species, a new race of human 
    beings.  And you are going to get a new body one  
    day as a part of that program. 
 
When you get saved what happens to you is so big (so much happens) and that is why one term is not 
adequate to describe all of it.  It takes all three terms to describe what God is doing  with you.  Now we 
have looked at some real basic things in these last two lessons that you have to understand.  It will help 
you in your ministry to understand what is going on.  When we get into the maturation process, and the 
perfecting process, you will understand why I spent so much time first talking to your about grace.  
 
Do you see what Satan is doing?  He is trying to keep their spirit from receiving the information that is in 
the gospel.  How does he do that? He destroys grace!  We have talked about that enough, and you 
better not miss that.  He comes along and he takes grace out of the gospel.  What happens when you 
add works?  You destroy grace and there is no power.  So he takes the life out of the word by destroying 
the grace – where the power is, and where the energy is.   
 
The Spirit of God communicates the gospel and with it comes light.  The light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ shines in.  The gospel is the only thing that is the power of God to salvation.  The word energizes 
the spirit.  To who is the gospel of Christ the power of God unto salvation?  “It is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth” (Romans 1:16).  Now that “will” has to respond positively towards 
the doctrine that its spirit has received.  And when that volition takes that doctrine and transfers it down 
into its soul, there is light.   
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And when that person believes the gospel, God the Holy Spirit does those five things that I told you 
about C.R.I.B.S.  And he does it in an instant.   
 
What happens if the person rejects the word?  Proverbs 29:1 says: “He, that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.”  What happens to a person 
who hears the word and does not believe it?  The word that he hears and does not believe “hardeneth 
his neck.” 
 
Have you ever seen someone in a dark room when the light is suddenly turned on?  There are two 
reactions that you can have.  One is to see and the other is to hide.  When you trust Christ, Christ comes 
in.  And now by his Spirit, the Lord Jesus Christ indwells that believer.  You trust him and you have life 
and light where once there was death and darkness.  So when you go out and preach to people, the 
process is just that simple.  It is not complicated.   
 
Do you remember Genesis 3?  The further you get down in Genesis 3 the more complicated it gets.  But 
it is really simple.  You have the problem and the answer.   
 
In ministering to unsaved people, you have to realize that when you preach the gospel to them you are 
attacking the darkness and the death that is within them, and that is the performance systems that they 
depend on – the reactionary legalism that we studied over there in Genesis 3.   
 
Do not forget that chart that we went through in Genesis 3.  It is the basis of what we will be doing in 
the next few lessons.  You have to remember how that sinful reaction comes, that reactionary legalism, 
that setting up a performance system and a bunch of rules that you can keep and feel good about.   
 
So when you preach the word to unsaved people, the only thing that is going to bring light and life is the 
gospel.  That means that reformation, or clothes, or groceries, or a new place to live, or education will 
not provide the answer.  Now you might have to feed them and clothe them and show compassion for 
their needs.  I am not against that.   
 
I started preaching in a rescue mission.  For years I listened to people say, “You have to feed this person 
and do this and that.”  And when you sit at a table with them, you find out they never did anything for 
anybody.  I have been in the ministry for a long time, and I have been preaching for a long time.  I 
worked at the rescue mission from four o’clock and onward.  At four o’clock I registered the men off the 
street and gave them a bed and they could take a bath and they were fed, and I lived with them until ten 
thirty that evening.  I got them up again in the morning at five thirty and fed them again and got them 
out into the world in the morning every day.   
 
When you get involved in people’s lives, you will see all the needs and your heart will go out to them (if 
there is anything in your heart).  But my point: you can focus on those things (and it is easy and cheap 
to do all the social things) and forget the gospel.  And nothing will happen inside a man’s spirit and soul 
until you give them the gospel. 
 
Okay, now a man is saved and he has a live spirit and he has light in his soul.  He has Christ in there.  
Now what happens?  Now he is a babe in Christ.  Now he needs to have Christ formed in him.  Turn to 1 
Timothy 1:3-4 
 
Verse 6 – “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, (Genesis 1) hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  Satan does not 
want that.  He does not want the light to be turned on, the light of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 
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And as you preach Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery, lost people out there see the 
light of the glory of God in the preaching of the cross.  And, Satan blinds their minds.  And if you look 
back in 2 Corinthians 3:14-15, you will see that the way he does it is with religious works.   
 
Do you know what he does?  They believe the lie.  They believe the lie that the works of righteousness 
will save them.  They are relying on human effort.  They don’t want to have just what God has done 
through Christ.  But he offers works, and he offers law systems, and performance systems to gain God’s 
favor.  And when you put yourself under a performance system, do you know what you do?  You always 
fail.   
 
And, it doesn't matter if it is just the simplest performance system ever.  I mean, what if he just told you 
to always be sweet to your wife?  You would think a guy could do that, wouldn’t you?  (All of you ladies 
are shaking your heads “yes”.)  And ladies, don’t you think you could just be sweet to your husband?  I 
mean you loved him enough to marry him.  (Now the guys are shaking their heads “yes”.) 
 
If you take little simple things like that, you know you can’t do them.  Just think if heaven depended on 
doing something nice for somebody you love, and all you had to do is just do it perfectly.  You would be 
in a mess wouldn’t you?  I would and you would too.  That is the performance system.  No matter how 
wonderful the performance might be, it is not going to work, because Satan blinds the mind to it.   
 
When you are passing tracks out, and witnessing to people, and sharing the gospel, you are not fighting 
the thick-headedness of that individual.  You are fighting spiritual battles.  You are wrestling against a 
spiritual conflict.  While you are trying to turn the light on, the Adversary is trying to keep it out.  And he 
has his doctrines to do it.   
 
If you do not understand grace, and you do not understand how human effort and human performance 
destroys grace, you depart from it.  If you do not understand how to maintain grace clearly, and how to 
maintain grace properly, if you don’t understand how to do that, you depart from.  You do not stand in 
the issues of what grace really is.   
 
And do you know what happens?  He will keep his victim, and he will keep the gospel out because the 
batteries in your flashlight ran out, and the power went out.  There is a real spiritual battle that you are 
wrestling with here.  1 Timothy 4:1 

 

Treasure in Jars of Clay 

2nd Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.  

2nd Corinthians 4:8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; 
we are perplexed, but not in despair;  

2nd Corinthians 4:9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not 
destroyed;  
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2nd Corinthians 4:10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the 
Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our 
body.  

That is it!  As you minister, you have the responsibility to go through the edification process and bring 
that believer (in every facet of himself) to the place of maturity, being grown up, and built up.  His heart, 
his conscience, his frame of reference, his emotions, his will, and all the different essences of the soul, 
must function and operate under the issues of the life of Christ. 
 
Now in your preaching and in your ministry, think about what you are doing.  We will be going through 
passages that talk about reversionism in this lesson.  Reversionism is going back and acting like an 
unsaved person.  
 
People want to have the mastery over the details of life.  They want to be able to control the details of 
their life and they want to have peace and joy.  They want to be able to discern the will of God in the 
details of their life and what God would have them to do.   
 
Most people go around saying, “The Lord led me to do this, and the Lord led me to do that.”  And they 
do not have the first inkling of an idea of how to determine what God Almighty led them to do.  They 
really mean I feel like I want to do this and I am going to blame God for it.   
 
And 98% of the people you know (preachers included) that talk about “God leading me to do this” and 
“God leading me to do that” are doing just what they want to do.  They are doing what they want to do 
because a little voice down inside told them to do it, or they felt led and impressed to do it.  
 
If you find out where they get that leading and those impressions, you will find out it is not the Spirit of 
God, because they do not have any idea how the Spirit of God is going to lead them and how he is not 
going to lead them.  And if you do not believe that – go ask them.   
 
It just had to be the Spirit of God leading me because it was leading me to do something good.  Well 
they need to go back to the nursery and sit down before they fall off the highchair and bust their little 
heads.  And we will find the problem and start feeding them again, because we cannot trust them with a 
spoon all by themselves.  That is where you are going to meet people in your ministry.   
 
And you are going to find believers (rather than building up the doctrine in their soul) involved in a 
performance system – acting like an unbeliever.  Instead of operating of the basis of grace and 
understanding how it operates and what it does, they are going to be off somewhere else.  And you will 
be bringing them back constantly to build that sound doctrine in their soul.  Colossians 1:9 
 
Turn to 2 Corinthians 4:10 – “Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 
also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.  For we which live are alway delivered unto death for 
Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.”  Do you see that?  He 
is saying, “Hey, the purpose (the issue) in my ministry, and in the sufferings, and  in any of the rest of it 
is that Christ might be manifest.”  Philippians 1:20 

 

2nd Corinthians 4:11 For we which live are alway delivered unto death 
for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our 
mortal flesh.  
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There’s God being manifest in the mortal flesh of believers.  Now, how is God going to be manifest in the 
flesh?   Through "the mystery of godliness."  What is godliness?  Godliness is proper worship; that is, it is 
the worship and the approach to serving God the way God says to do it, to look at things the way God 
looks at things (God-like viewpoint and service).  Now, when you’ve done that, do you know what you 
have done?  You’ve manifested the life of the Lord Jesus in your mortal flesh.   
 
Present your body a living sacrifice, do you see that?  His life manifested in you.  1 Timothy 3:16 
 

 

2nd Corinthians 4:12 So then death worketh in us, but life in you.  

2nd Corinthians 4:13 We having the same spirit of faith, according as it 
is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and 
therefore speak;  

Do you see?  You can respond.   
 
That brings you to another step in knowledge, and that is the issue of hope.  Faith is conviction 
knowledge.  Hope is assurance knowledge.  It is that assurance of real godly expectations.  It is that 
confidence in knowing that these things are going to come, and that is where you get assurance; that is 
where you get boldness.  We have already studied those things in Romans 5. 

 
Then there is one other issue of knowledge, and that is the issue of love, agape—the mental attitude of 
value and esteem.  The issue in that esteem knowledge, is to be able to know something’s real worth, 
and to value and properly evaluate it on that basis.   
 

Those four basic realms of knowledge are important for you to know.  I have talked to you about those 
things from time to time, but sometimes I don't always categorize them.   
 

Do you remember the four categories under which Paul uses the term reconciliation?  When we went 
through Romans 5:11, I explained those to you; and I showed you both textually and doctrinally why the 
translators put the word atonement in there.  People have come to me and said they appreciated the fact 
that I categorized the different reconciliations.  People sometimes have them all in their head without 
categorizing them.  It is the same with these various aspects of knowledge. 
 
There is the conscience which is the thinking process, the mental process, whereby you evaluate.  You 
have to work that process out, but it is done of the basis of faith—that conviction knowledge, on the 
basis of assurance—a hope—that assurance knowledge that gives you the ability to endure, and go 
through things, and be bold in the face of circumstances that look contrary.  Then there is agape:  that 
love, that esteem knowledge—the ability to evaluate a thing, and see the value, and the thing that is of 
worth, and highest estimation—God’s estimation.  You need to have that standard of reference, that 
system of norms and standards that values and esteems according to the way that God values and 
esteems.  You have to have the system of hope that rests in what God gives you to expect—the 
expectations that come from God; and faith, of course, has to rest in what God says or it is useless.   
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2nd Corinthians 4:14 Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus 
shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you.  

2nd Corinthians 4:15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant 
grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of 
God.  

2 Corinthians 4:14-15 – “Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, 
and shall present us with you.  For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through 
the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.”   
 
Why are all things for your sakes?  In other words, Paul is not saying that God brings about everything 
that happens to you in life.  He is saying that God Almighty has put you in a program of absolute victory, 
and problems do come your way.  And you have been given a capacity, as a member of the Body of 
Christ, to respond to every detail of your life in a way that brings glory and honor to God.  You’re not left 
in the lurch about how to deal with life.  Every detail of life that comes your way is a means whereby you 
can respond properly as a member of the Body of Christ, so that God can be glorified in the way you 
handle those details.   
 
Doesn’t that encourage you?  Don’t you see how that can give you the ability to say, “Thank you, Lord”?  
You say thank you in the midst of all kinds of things.  Because, the issue is not what’s happening around 
you, but the issue is the way you respond to those things.   
 
I was talking to somebody about how some people were down under their circumstances, and they had 
this kind of a problem in their youth, and this kind of a problem in their upbringing.  People say, “When I 
was a kid, this or that happened to me.”  That is not the issue.  I do not care what happened to you.  
There is not anything that happened to you that did not happen to millions of people just like you.  Who 
are you anyway?   

 
Modern psychology tells you, “This happened and that happened back there, and therefore you are what 
your are.”  No!  The reason you are what you are is the way you responded to those things.  That is what 
makes you.  The same thing happens to five people, and only one gets the victory, the one who responds 
to it correctly.  Also, good things can happen to you, and you respond to them improperly, and the result 
is going to be bad things.  Isn’t this right? 
 

Some bad or negative thing happens to you; and you respond to it in a proper way, like a member of the 
Body should respond, and what happens?  It produces something good.  It produces growth.  It 
produces positive things.  The issue is the response that you have.  “All things are for your sakes, that 
the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many.”   
 
People look at you and they see you respond in the proper way, and what happens?  God gets the glory.  
So we glorify God by being thankful for what he is doing in our lives, for his grace to us. 

 

2nd Corinthians 4:16 For which cause we faint not; but though our 
outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.  
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Why?   He said:  now we have something here:  the glory of God.   This glorification of God out here 
motivates us, and we don't stop; we endure.   If our outward man perishes—suffers—our inward man is 
renewed day by day.   How is it, Paul, that you can be so encouraged? 
 
Do you see how God is going to supply the need?  The outward man can, will, and does perish, but in the 
face of that, the inward man is renewed day by day.   
 
Turn to 2 Corinthians 4.  Here is a passage where Paul is describing his motivation in the ministry – what 
motivates him.  Verse 16 says: “For which cause we faint not; [Here’s why we don’t faint, why we don’t 
quit, why we don’t get overcome and wear out in the ministry.] but though our outward man perish, yet 
the inward man is renewed day by day.” 
 
Now, how in the world can it be that when your outward man perishes, yet your inward man is renewed?  
You go back and you read verses 8 and 9: “We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are 
perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.”  You are 
going to be troubled.  You are going to be perplexed.  You are going to be persecuted.  You are going to 
be cast down.  You are going to have trouble, and pressure, and difficulties.  How do you cope with all 
these physical distresses of the ministry? 
 
Well, Paul says, “Here’s how.”  This is why we do not faint: “though our outward man perish, [no matter 
what the physical distresses might be: illness, persecution, whatever] yet the inward man is renewed day 
by day.”  
 
How is he renewed?  His Spirit strengthens you in the inner man.  Do you remember that in Ephesians 
3:16?  How does the Spirit of God strengthen you in the inner man?  Well, what is the sword of the 
Spirit?  The word of God is the sword of the Spirit.  The Spirit of God takes the word of God (the doctrine 
in your soul) and he energizes it, and that is where the strength comes from. 
 
How is the inward man renewed?  Ephesians 4:23 
 
2 Corinthians 4:16 – “For which cause we faint not (For the glory of God’s sake, we don’t quit.) but 
though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.”  It gets that inward 
strength from the word.   

 

2nd Corinthians 4:17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;  

There is a saying in this world:  “What you see is what you get.”  For the believer it is:  “What you don’t 
see is what you get!”   
 
Notice in verse 17 Paul said our light affliction “works.”  God Almighty not only rewards you in heaven for 
faithful service and suffering on earth, but he rewards you for the fact that he left you here.  If God 
leaves you here for forty years, you are bound to have some problems.  You’ll get bifoculs, bunions, 
bulges and bridgework – problems common to man.  God says you should not worry about those things 
you have to suffer on earth because he left you here on earth for a number of years.  He is going to 
reward you for those things. 
 
Paul had a “thorn in the flesh” which was a sickness.  He prayed about it and God said: (2 Corinthians 
12:9-10) 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=47.4.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.3.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.3.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.4.23|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=47.4.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=47.12.9-47.12.10|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=47.12.9-47.12.10|_AUTODETECT_|


Isn't it wonderful to know that somebody like dear old Mrs. Brown who just died, went to be with the 
Lord?  She endured such a lot of suffering just because God was pleased for her to remain here and live 
for Him.  She witnessed for Him right up to the end.  Doesn't it mean a lot to you to know that her 
patient suffering and trust in Him worked for her a “far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory”?  
The glory of God in eternity will be all the brighter because of it.  Isn’t that replacing healing with 
something far better?  Isn’t that much better than if God had made her well and able to work as though 
she were twenty years old?  Do you realize what would have happened to her in another sixty years if He 
had?  She would have been right back here dying again. 
 
Doesn’t it give you hope to look at that future joy when you have to endure those pressures and 
difficulties as you go through life as a member of the body of Christ?  I sat by her bed and talked with 
her about those things.  Do you know how she looked at death?  She’d say, “Oh, Brother Jordan, I am 
ready to go.  I wish I could go today.  I wish the Lord would take me.”  Do you know why?  Oh death, 
sweet relief.  “To depart and be with Christ which is far better.”  Isn’t that better than just getting your 
toe fixed?  I know, you are thinking about your gall bladder or your kidney or cancer.  But wouldn’t it be 
a lot better just to go and be with Christ?  Isn’t death a dishonorable discharge of the old man?  Sure it 
is.  Isn’t death an enemy that’s been defeated?  Healing has been replaced with something far better.  
Paul said:  2 Corinthians 12:9   
 
17  For our light affliction [But Now] which is but for a moment [it's just temporary] worketh for us [and 
that is that same thing over there in Romans 8:28:  all things work together for good, these light 
afflictions work for us] a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 
 
Paul says:  we know something:  these light temporary afflictions that we have down here are actually 
working for us.   Do you know what happens when somebody works for you?  They are supposed to be 
making you money, providing something for you.  They are supposed to be providing something 
beneficial for you; and if they don't, what do you do?   You fire them, right?   These things are working 
out an eternal weight of glory.   These things are working some rewards up there at the judgment seat of 
Christ.   Two things that you want to notice there:  the sufferings are temporary down here, and the 
inheritance is eternal.  The reward up there lasts forever.   The other thing in the passage is that the light 
afflictions work, they work together for profit and good in that day out over there.   
 
So he says in 2 Corinthians 4:17,18: “For our light affliction which is but for a moment, worketh for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, [I am 
not looking at circumstances.  I am not looking at things around me.] but at the things which are not 
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; [They last for a little while.] but the things which are 
not seen are eternal.”   
 
Well, where do you get the things that are not seen?  How can you know about them?  What does 
Hebrews 11:1 say?  “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”   
 
In 2 Corinthians 4:17 he talks about that “far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”  What is the 
substance, for me now, of what I cannot see yet, or that thing that I hope for?  It is faith.  I believe God.  
I believe what he says, and I walk on the basis of knowing right now the reality, and the future, of what 
God said.  So, Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:1: 
 
Verse 17 says, “For our light affliction”.  How would you like to be thrown in jail, beaten with a rod, and 
shipwrecked 3 times and have to spend a night in the deep, and call it light affliction?  Put your afflictions 
up against Paul’s and your problems will seem insignificant.  And, Paul lists all those things and calls them 
“light affliction.”   
 
What do you say about your own afflictions?  How can I bear up under this?  Do you know why you 
respond this way?  It is because you are not strengthened by his might, by the Spirit in the inner man.  
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Your outward man perishes and so does the inward man, rather than having it renewed.  Now let’s look 
at that word “renewed”.  From where would you get renewed?  Does that ring a bell?  Your mind should 
immediately run to a very important verse.  We are transformed by the renewing of our minds.   
 
Are you following what’s going on here?  Please understand the work of the ministry and how God 
operates in these things, so that when you go out and minister you’re not deceiving people, and always 
looking around at this circumstance and that circumstance, asking what God is teaching you in this 
circumstance.  Does he want me to go through this open door?   
 
A man said on the radio the other day, “A lot of open doors lead to empty elevator shafts.”  And I 
thought, “Boy, that’s good.  I like that.”  You better take a step of faith based on what God says.  If you 
think you’re walking through a brick wall, that’s all right.  You just do what God says.  You should have a 
better way of evaluating things than just looking for open doors. 
 
The depth of our praise to God is going to be based on doctrine.  “For our light affliction, which is but for 
a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.”  Well, what’s not seen?  Faith and doctrine 
are not seen.  Hebrews 11:1 
 
2 Corinthians 4:16-17 – “For which cause we faint not; (And, that is for the glory of God.  We don’t quit.  
For God’s glory, we keep going.) but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day 
by day.  For our light affliction which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory”.  Now, notice what he is saying.  He is saying, “For God’s glory, we are not going 
to quit.  We are going to press on.  We are not going to stop because of circumstances around us, even 
if our outward man perishes.  If our own body just dries up and perishes, the inward man (the real me) 
keeps going”. 
 
Now, let me ask you something.  Who is the “real you” anyway?  Who is the part of you that you are 
going to take into glory and all through the ages of eternity?  Is it your old flesh, or the new man inside 
of you?  Aren’t you looking forward to getting a new body?   
 
Now, your physical body gives you the ability to relate to the world around you.  It is the vehicle, in 
which the new man lives, and is carried around, and does his work in the world.  I understand that.  And 
you are to yield your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.  But what is the real issue with 
God?  The real issue with God is the new man. 
 
Did you ever think about the fact that you are an ambassador for the Lord Jesus Christ?  Did you ever 
think about what part of you is an ambassador?  What is an ambassador?  Isn’t it a representative of a 
foreign head of state or government?  Isn’t it somebody in a foreign country representing their 
government and their king?  Well, we are down here on earth, but where is our citizenship?  It is in 
heaven.   
 
Let me ask you something.  Is your old man at home down here?  Isn’t he of the earth earthy?  Shake 
your head “yes” because that is true.  People, your flesh is not a stranger down here.  This is where he 
came from.  What part of you is the stranger down here?  Is it the outward or the inner man?  It is the 
inner man.  Your ambassadorship for Jesus Christ (your service for the Lord Jesus Christ) has to be 
carried on, not on the basis of the outward man, but of the inner man.   
 
Now, if the inner man is going to serve the Lord, he is going to have to use the instruments of the body.  
Your body will have to yield its members as instruments of righteousness, to bring forth fruit unto God.  I 
understand that!  But the physical activity that you conduct, and the way you use your members (your 
eyes, ears, mouth, hands, and your life) for the glory of God is for the new man to take your body, and 
present your body, as a living sacrifice unto the Lord.   
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And it is not the outward man, but the new man that is to be in control.  It is the Spirit of God resident in 
your heart, working with your spirit, and producing the activity.  And that way, the physical activity that 
you do, and the good works that you do, are the results of the spiritual life inside of you. 
 
Otherwise, you just have religious externalism.  You have the shell and no life in it.  You have the 
outward expressions, but there is no living reality in it.  And do you know what you have then?  When 
you go to be with the Lord, you don’t take all of those outward expressions with you, you just take that 
inner man.  Well, that is what he is talking about.   
 
And that is how you can say, (verse 17) “our light affliction which is but for a moment”.  That might seem 
tough to say, but you can’t say that Paul’s afflictions were too light.  He got beat up, and thrown in jail, 
and he had all kinds of dramatic experiences.  If most of us had even one of those things happen to us in 
our lifetime, would be shook up for the rest of our lives.   
 
And yet, Paul had this long list of things and he said, “That’s just light affliction”.  It is light because he 
says, “The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us”.   
 
You see, Paul has a realm of knowledge and understanding, a doctrinal frame of reference, that causes 
him to look at what is going on around him differently than he normally would, if he thought that what 
was going on was all there was to it.  You see, what is real to the eye of faith is different than what is 
real to the eye of sight.   
 
What the Adversary wants us to do is look around at the things that are physical – circumstances that are 
going on around us.  In this case, it is bodily health because that’s what is real.  He wants us to judge 
what God is doing on the basis of what we see.  But Paul says, “No, no, no that is not what is real”.   
 
Now, that doesn't mean this table is not real.  Plato’s idea of reality is that there is no reality and that 
sort of thing.  Well, that is not what I am talking about.  I understand that this table is real, but it isn’t 
real in the sense of being eternal.  In verse 18, he talks about it being temporal and not eternal.  I just 
mean that it is not the thing that is really lasting. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:17 – “For our light affliction which is but for a moment, worketh for us”.  Do you know 
what the eye of faith says?  The light affliction will work for us “a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory”.  Now, how in the world do you come to that viewpoint?  You say, “Now that is one warped 
viewpoint!”  How do you get that?  Verse 18 
 
He is saying, “I know what is going on.  I understand what is happening because I walk by faith and not 
by sight”.  He is focusing on the doctrine.  He understands, in 2 Corinthians 4:17, that the when 
difficulties and trials come, they don’t come because God is angry with you.  They don’t come because 
God is mad at you and because he is trying to beat you in the head, and teach you some lesson of 
humility, and punish you, and that kind of thing.  Rather, they come out of a different kind of an attitude.   
 
And trouble is going to come in your life because you are part of the fallen creation, which means you 
are going to have trouble.  And if God Almighty leaves you here to serve, and allows you to grow old, 
your body will begin to hurt and to decay, and to wear out.   
 
Now, some of you know what I am talking about.  About six months before I turned 40, I thought Boy, I 
can’t read as good as I used to.  I used to be able to read little tiny print, but not now.   
Then I read a book; and the optometrist in the book said, “When you get around 40, a certain thing 
happens to your eyes.  And you will need bifocals, because your eye begins to harden and all kind of 
stuff.”  And those kinds of things happen.   
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But Paul says, “In spite of all that.”  We know why it is happening.  We know it isn’t some plague on us, 
rather it is the natural course of a fallen creation to begin to wear out.  But Paul says, “We don’t look at 
that and focus on that.  We understand what is happening.  We look at what is real and what is lasting, 
and eternal.  We look not at the things that are seen.  They don’t throw us off, they are not the issue 
with us.” 
 
That thing in 2 Corinthians 4:17 is so precious – “For our light affliction which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory”.  Do you know what they do?  Instead 
of being signs of God’s anger and wrath and unhappiness with us, they become instruments that he uses 
to be productive in our life.  They work for us.  These things work. 
 
When somebody works for you, what do you want?  You want some results, don’t you?  You want 
productivity.  Well, they begin to be productive in our life.  Why?  Verse 17 says they “worketh for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”  They work the very things that are going to produce 
the glory of Almighty God being shined out of us for all eternity future.   
 
And he says, “Do you know why we can keep on in the face of all of that?”  It is because we look not at 
the things that are seen.  We will never get it by looking at the physical.  But we look at the things that 
are not seen.   
 
How do you see something that isn’t seen?  Well I have said that to you a lot of times.  You should have 
Hebrews 11:1 written down by that verse.  “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.”  You do it by walking by faith.  You walk in light of the realm of doctrine that God is 
going to do with us in eternity future.  That is why 2 Corinthians 5:7 says, “(For we walk by faith, not by 
sight)”.  We focus on the doctrine, and we focus on the spiritual understanding of what God is doing. 

 

2nd Corinthians 4:18 While we look not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are 
temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.  

Read that passage carefully, and think about that passage.  Because that passage says, in essence, that 
because of the sufferings that we endure now because he leaves us here as part of a groaning creation—
the undeserved suffering that we experience as the natural result of the degenerative processes around 
us and in our bodies—we are going to get an exceeding eternal reward.  We are going to get rewarded 

for even that.   Do you know what that does?   Roman 8:24.  Romans 8:24 
 
“While we look not at the things which are seen”—in other words, we keep our eyes up there.  That is 
Romans 8:18:  the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with that.  We don't 
pay any attention to this stuff down here, we are looking at that stuff up yonder.  That is where the issue 
is, and that is where our thinking should be.  We have that same spirit of faith, we have that mind of 
believing what God is doing, and understanding what He is doing, so we keep our affection and our mind 

set on that.  As for this stuff down here, we know that what is going on around us isn't going to stop 
what God is doing.   Can you understand how Paul is using this to motivate the Romans and you and me 
to endurance now?       
 
Go to 2 Corinthians, chapter 5.  If you can see what is going on during present sufferings, you can 
actually, (endure is not the right word, and waiting out is not the right word either), you can rejoice in 
the thing.  2 Corinthians 5:1-12. 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=47.4.17|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=58.11.1|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=47.5.7|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.8.24|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.8.24|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.8.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=47.5.1-47.5.12|_AUTODETECT_|


Focus on the spiritual, the eternal, every blessing that the Spirit of God has for you in Christ.  Focus on 
those things!  Don’t focus on getting another meal, or having an automobile, or a big bank account, or a 
nice television and whatever else, but focus on the work of the ministry.  As you go out and do the work 
of the ministry, and that work of the ministry commends itself to other believers and other believers 
begin to gather around, do you know what happens?  There is a spiritual fellowship in the gospel, (in the 
work), and then the needs of the ministry begin to be supplied.  The funds to do the work are supplied 
along with the meeting house and so on and so forth.   
 
You understand how you minister back and forth to one another.  Someone has a need, and on what 
basis do you minister?  The basis is spiritual.  So, we are not promised to be shielded from poverty or 
pain.  Today, the spiritual is much more important than the physical and material.  The physical and the 
material are not an issue with the believer today. You cannot tell whether you are prospering or not 
prospering by whether or not you have physical blessings, or physical prosperity, or physical health. 
 
How is he renewed?  Verses 17-18: “For our light affliction which is but for a moment, worketh for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, but at 
the things which are not seen.”  What is that?  That is doctrine.  That is a reality of future glory out 
there.   
 
There is a frame of reference, a knowledge of some doctrinal understanding in our mind and in our heart, 
that we know about out there, that causes the problems and the difficulties of the present to be as 
nothing.  It makes them like “light affliction” even though they might appear to be great, if you just 
looked at them in themselves.   
 
The issue is that God’s love for you is never measured by, it is never tied to, and it is never proven by, 
your circumstances.  Please do not forget that!  God’s love for you, his value and esteem, his positive 
attitude towards you, is never measured by, or proven by, or tied to your situation and circumstances.   
 
What is the love of God for you measured by?  It is measured by Calvary and nothing else.  Now that is 
operating on the basis of grace – all that God is free to do for you through the cross-work of Christ.  He 
loved me and gave himself for me.  He loved the church and gave himself for it.  Romans 5:8 
 
2 Corinthians 4:18 – “For the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal.”  Do you want to know what some of them are?  2 Corinthians 5:1 
 
Verse 18 – “While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the 
things which are seen are temporal; (temporary, earthly) but the things which are not seen are eternal.”   
 
We are looking beyond this temporary time here.  We know that what is going on here is not going to 
last forever.  We are living with eternity in view.  We are living with the reality of what is out there and 
with the reality of the new man that we are going to have. 
 
In the passage, he is talking about the outward man perishing.  He is talking about bodily afflictions and 
difficulties.  And if you look back in verses 8-12, you will see some tremendous psychological and physical 
and emotional things that he is going through.  He is going through traumas and stresses and difficulties.  
But, he says that all those things are not the issues; and I am not going to be perplexed and disturbed 
and destroyed by all of those things, because they are not reality.  That is just sight, but I walk by faith.  
I know this, right now, is not lasting.  It isn’t reality, so I am going to live, and walk by faith.  I am going 
to focus on the doctrinal reality of what God has told me about.  2 Corinthians 5:1 
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2nd Corinthians: 5 

Our Heavenly Dwelling 

2nd Corinthians 5:1 For we know that if our earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  (We are going to be in heaven eternaly, not 

returning to earth) 

So, Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:1, “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”  And then 
he goes on and says, “I know what is going to happen to me if I die. I am not worried about it.  I have 
something far better coming.”  And, he talks to you about the confidence that he has. 
 
We know what God has for us out there.  We haven’t seen it yet.  We know it by faith in the word of 
God.  So what do we walk by?  We walk by faith.   
 
2 Corinthians 5:1 – “For we know (We have some knowledge and some doctrine here.) that if our earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.”   
 
What are you going to do with a guy like that?  He says, “Do your worst and kill me! It doesn't make any 
difference because I have something better”.   
 
I remember a brother saying one time when he was preaching, “You know your last day is going to be 
your best day”.  And I thought Boy that is the truth.  He said, “On that day, you are going to look the 
best you ever looked”.  When the Lord comes and the rapture takes place, you are going to get that new 
body.   
 
Right now you can primp and fix yourself all up.  You can try to lose a little bit of weight and put on nice 
clothes.  And I appreciate the fact that you are to do the best you can with what you have to work with.  
And I encourage you to keep on doing that.  But you know, when the rapture takes place and you get 
that new body, that is going to be wonderful.  That is what he is saying here.  2 Corinthians 4:17 

 

2nd Corinthians 5:2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be 
clothed upon with our house which is from heaven:  

2nd Corinthians 5:3 If so be that being clothed we shall not be found 
naked.  

2nd Corinthians 5:4 For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being 
burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that 
mortality might be swallowed up of life.  
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2nd Corinthians 5:5 Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing 
is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit.  

2nd Corinthians 5:6 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, 
whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord:  

2nd Corinthians 5:7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)  

I am to walk, not watching this guy over here doing something and then doing what he is doing, or 
watching the circumstance and responding to it.  I am to walk by faith.  I am to walk by that positive 
volition toward sound doctrine.  That is grace’s definition of sin:  anything that you can't walk with God 
in, under grace, is sin.  Don't tell me that living under grace will cause you to live in sin.   
 
Do you know what grace does?  Grace elevates the issue of sin; it doesn't excuse sin; it shows sin to be 

exactly what it is, and it puts you on the spot.  Grace will determine why you are doing what you are 
doing.  In that passage, why you are doing what you are doing won't ever be what it ought to be, unless 
you are doing it for the Lord.  You will never be able to deal with a weaker brother, except you do it 
under the Lord.  As a believer, we are to walk by faith; and anything less than that is failure, missing the 
mark.  That is the way grace looks at it. 
 
So you see, when you have that strong faith, you can look at it that way; and all of a sudden you begin 

to discern the will of God in the details of your life, and you begin to know where He wants you to go, 
and you begin to have a sense of purpose and direction.  His working, and what He is doing begins to 
flow out of you.  Understanding and direction of the ministry comes, because growth comes.  With 
growth comes movement, and with movement comes ministry, and the work of the ministry begins to 
take on some shape.  Then as you get into a relationship with a weaker brother, or the government, or 
society, or opposition, or other members of the body of Christ, what do you do?  You know how to 
respond, and you respond properly. 

 
2 Corinthians 5:7 has got to become a basic text in understanding, in your life, in the days ahead.  When 
you walk by faith, that is walking by an understanding of what is really going on, not what I see, but 
what is really happening.   
 
And then he says in verse 7: (For we walk by faith, not by sight:).  He is just saying, “Hey people, the 
motivation in the ministry is this doctrine – I understand what God’s going.”   
 
According to 2 Corinthians 5:7, grace requires you to walk by faith not by sight.  And the amount of 
praise, the depth of our praise to God will be determined by the doctrine in our souls.  The more doctrine 
that we learn, the more sound doctrine we take in, the more we can expect the Holy Spirit to apply that 
doctrine in our life.  He will energize us by the doctrine, and cause us to experience the reality of that 
doctrine in the details of our life.   

 

2nd Corinthians 5:8 We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be 
absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.  

Where is the Lord?  So, when you die, where are you going?  You will be with the Lord.   
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A fellow says, “Well, when you die, you go to the grave.”  Is the Lord in the grave?  No, he is not.  So, 
you do not go to the grave, and you don’t cease to exist.  The verse says, “to be absent from the body, 
and to be present with the Lord.”  Do you know what the verb “to be” is?  That is a verb that shows 
being, a state of being.  You can’t “be” and cease to exist; and if you cease to exist, you can’t “be”.  2 
Corinthians 12:1-4 

 

2nd Corinthians 5:9 Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or 
absent, we may be accepted of him.  

Well, then you look at Ephesians, Chapter 1, and you find out he is talking about your position in Christ in 
salvation.  When you come to  2 Corinthians:5:9, in the very next verse he is talking about the judgment 
seat of Christ; he is talking about rewards.  See the difference?  So look for the contrasts. 
 
You see, he knows that he is going to get a glorified body.  He knows that though the outward man 
perishes, he is going to get a brand new glorified body.  He knows that there is an eternal glory ahead 

for him, but he also knows that this service down here counts for something.   
 
In other words, that our conduct might be something that pleases Him.  This passage in 2 Corinthians 
deals with our conduct:  how you respond to this brother.  How do you handle the details of your life?  
When the weaker brother comes in, do you receive him just to tear him up?  Or do you receive him to 
edify him?  Your conduct is the issue here. 
 
(1 Corinthians 3 deals with your service.  You are building as a builder.  Corinthians 3 deals with what 
you are building in the guy.  Are you teaching him sound doctrine, or are you teaching him human 
viewpoint?  Are you teaching him things that are going to edify him?  What are you teaching him?) 
 
In 2 Corinthians you have to understand where you are at now.  In 2 Corinthians Paul is defending his 
apostleship. He defends his ministry during the whole book – the whole book is a defense of his ministry 
and his apostleship.  And in the first seven chapters, he begins by explaining his message and his 
ministry. And he does that by talking about the motivation behind it.  What is it that is motivating his 
ministry and his message?   
 
When you get to chapter 5, he deals with the issue of his motivation, being the fact that he has received 
a commission from Christ.  In other words Paul is saying, “The motivation behind my ministry is not just 
to make myself somebody important, but it is to demonstrate the fact that Christ has given me a 
commission.”   
 
2 Corinthians 5:9: “Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, (that is here or dead and with 
Christ) we may be accepted of him.”  That is what I want – I want what I am doing (and my life) to be 
accepted by whom?  Christ (not headquarters) but him!   
 
2 Corinthians 5:9 – “Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, (whether we’re present with 
the Lord or down here on the earth), we may be accepted of him.”  Wait a minute!  Why is Paul working?  
Didn’t Ephesians 1:6 say that you are accepted in the beloved?  Then what is he talking about in 2 
Corinthians when he says that he is working to be accepted?  Is he saying that he is working to get 
saved?  No, you know better than that.  It is the difference between your standing in Christ and your 
state in the world.  One is your position and one is your practice.   
 
The difference between “the standing” and “the state” of the believer is very important.  Turn to 
Colossians and I will show it to you again.  Compare Colossians 2:10 with 4:12. 
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2 Corinthians 5:9-10 – “Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of 
him.”  “Labour” in that verse has to do with verses 1-8, which is basically talking about the confidence 
that the believer has in the future. 
 
Chapter 4 begins by talking about the fact that the outward man perish and the inward man is renewed 
day by day.  We don’t look at the things that are seen, but we look at the things that are not seen 
because our confidence is in the things that are not seen.  We are sure of our home eternal in the 
heavens, and we have confidence. 
 
Verse 9 – “Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him.”  Now 
wait a minute!  I thought we were already accepted in the beloved one.  Didn’t we study that?  That is 
our position, but verse 9 is talking about the fact that we labour, here on earth, to be accepted.  That is 
confusing – I am already accepted, yet I am working to be accepted.  What is he talking about? 
 
That is the difference between your standing and your state.  It’s the difference between the position 
that you have in Christ and the practice of that position that you execute in time, now.  He is saying that 
we labour, and our endeavor is that we might live up to the position that our state might match our 
standing.   
 
God, in that day, is not going to take your life in time as a light thing.  The details of your life are 
important to God Almighty.  They are important to the glory of God.  The glory of God is an issue in the 
ages to come, not here on earth.  Study the passages on the glory of God.  Think about them, and you 
will see that the issue of the glory of God is an issue in the ages to come, not on earth now.   
 
Where does God get glory before the world today?  We are an approach and an offense to the world 
today.  It is the offense of the cross that we preach.  We are not a glory to the world today.  The world 
does not look at us and glorify God, but one day they will.   
 
When he says, “Whatever you do in word or deed, whatever you eat or drink, do all to the glory of God”, 
he is not talking about you eating the right thing and everybody seeing the glory of God in you.  The 
world doesn’t do that, do they?   
 
Sometimes members of the body of Christ do that.  Sometimes they rejoice and glorify God in you like in 
2 Corinthians 4:15 – “through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.”  But that is only 
recognized by the saved people, and most of them do not ever recognize it because they do not see 
much of it in you.   
 
But, we do not live for now, we live for the ages to come.  We have this confidence that in the ages to 
come it is going to be glory.  Folks, my ace in the hole is that in the end it is just glory for me.   
Did you ever sing that song Glory for Me?  That is when the church, the body of Christ, has God’s glory 
before the world.   
 
Now, don’t forget that.  The issue of glory focuses in the ages to come.  The sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us.  We suffer now, and if we 
suffer with him, we will reign with him.  If we deny him in our life, he denies us in the ages to come.  
That is the reward – the reign out there.  There isn’t anything in the ages to come of an experiential 
thing to bring glory to God.  You don’t create glory for God, rather, you reflect his glory.   
 
2 Corinthians 5:9 – “Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him.”  
The idea is that our position, our state in the world, should match up to our position in Christ. 
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2nd Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.  (Christ in you 

doing) 

You see, there is an issue of the inheritance, and he knows that he is going to get it.  But there is also 
the issue of the reward of the inheritance (Colossians 3:24).  That is a reward that goes hand in hand 
with the inheritance that God desires to give to us.  You see folks, in that day, up there, God Almighty is 
not going to take our service down here lightly.  Being saved by grace does not mean that God is not 

interested in how you live, it means that He doesn't save you on the basis of how you live and He doesn’t 
keep you saved on the basis of how you live.  God saved you so you can serve Him down here, and when 
you get to the judgment seat of Christ, your service isn't going to be a light thing to God.   You are going 
to stand before the judgment seat of Christ.   
 
Do you see that word judgment there?  The Greek word is bema.  You hear that word occasionally.  That 
is the athletic contest, it is not the court room scene.  And the reason that I mention that is because with 

judgment, sometimes we think of it as just a court room.  The court room was taken care of in Romans 
3.  The court room, the judicial scene, the justice of God, is satisfied in Romans 3.  In Romans 8, you are 
before the bema seat.  You go into an athletic contest and everybody runs, but just a few get the prize.    
 
Think of the Olympics:  three people:  gold, silver, and bronze medals.  Is everybody that runs honored?  
Sure they are.  They all parade, they are all honored.  It is a fantastic privilege to run in the Olympics, 
isn't it?   Is anybody thrown out on their ear because they don't win?  No, they are all honored 

participants.  But then there are those special ones that run and get the crown, and they are especially 
honored.   
That is the picture of the bema seat, the judgment seat of Christ.  That is the picture that you get in I 
Corinthians 9.  He says we’re in a race, and everybody runs; but only the winners get the crown, and 
they are especially honored.   That is the picture of the crown.  It is a privilege to be in the race and run, 
to be a member of the body of Christ.  You want the crown.  Everyone can get one—one that never 
fades away—but you have to run, you have to take the service down here seriously; because when you 

get up there God is going to review it, and there are going to be special honors given.   
 
It does not have anything to do with getting the inheritance.  You've got that.  It has to do with getting 
the reward.  It is a reward that goes hand in hand with that inheritance.  Paul is aware of that, and Paul 
is talking about that.  What he is saying, in essence, to the Corinthians, is:  “Hey, it is worthwhile to serve 
the Lord down here because it is going to be profitable for us up there, and not profitable just for us, but 
for His glory up there.”  Verse 11. 

 
10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ;  [Why?] that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
 
There are some things that you do that God accepts, and there are some things that you do that God 
doesn't accept; and you are going to receive for the things done in your body.  Your conduct is going to 
determine the rewarding that goes on at the judgment seat of Christ.  Let me show you.  Come to 
Colossians 2, and Galatians 5.  Your conduct as sons is going to be reviewed.  Colossians 3:23-25. 
 
He is the evaluator, not somebody else. 
 
Verse 10 – “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.”  My dear friend, the details of 
your life are important to God, and they are important to the glory of God.   
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Now why are you going to appear before the judgment seat of Christ?  Continuing in verse 10 – “that 
every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad.”   
 
Now, notice what that verse does not say – that everyone may receive for the things.  Do you see that?  
It says, “that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad.” 
 
Now, what are the things done in the body?  That is the key.  You are going to receive the things done in 
the body, whether it is good (godly edification), or whether it is bad (old-nature stuff).  Think with me!  
You have to receive the things you did in your body.  If everything you did in your life down here was all 
old-nature stuff, you will receive for that.  If what you did was the new-nature stuff, you will receive for 
that. 
 
Now, what do you do in your body that you are going to receive?  1 Corinthians 3:9-15 
 

 

The Ministry of Reconciliation 

2nd Corinthians 5:11 Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we 
persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are 
made manifest in your consciences.  

He is saying, “Listen, God knows my heart.  I hope you can see it.”  But God does know it.  That is bold.  
Do you know that?   

 

2nd Corinthians 5:12 For we commend not ourselves again unto you, 
but give you occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may have 
somewhat to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart.  

There were a bunch of people that were glorying in their own appearance, in who is who, and who they 
were, and what they could get people to do, and that kind of thing.   Glorying in your flesh, he said over 
there in Galatians 6—making a fair show, and that kind of stuff—instead of glorying in the heart, and in 
service to God.   That is the idea here.  Folks, Paul is saying to them, in essence:  Hey, it is worthwhile 
serving Christ now because it is going to be profitable in that day up there.    
 
That is the issue back there in Romans 8; and the issue in Romans 8:29 and 30 is the security.  Paul is 
demonstrating the security of God's purpose.  There is nothing that is going to stop God's purpose that 
you are part of.  The sufferings that go on around you aren't going to stop you, so you should not stop.   
Christian people that you are going to minister to are going to be tossed to and fro by circumstances.    
 
I want to get through the chapter, and then come back and deal with the technicalities of the theological 
terms that are used in verses 29 and 30.   We will do that next week.  People that you minister to are 
going to be tossed to and fro by circumstances.   Paul said, get them established in justification, and then 
they have security.  Then they go out and start serving, and they begin to walk consistent with their 
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position, and they are not living under the dominion of sin, and they walk under the grace principle—this 
new program of the newness of the Spirit, not under the law.   
 
Then they learn not to walk in the flesh but in the Spirit and what is going to happen?   “All that will live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution”.   You are going to begin to suffer persecution, you have 
been appointed to trouble, Paul says in Thessalonians.  When that stuff happens, and people begin to 
say: “Well what is happening now?  I am serving the Lord and look at all this trouble that I am having.   I 
am serving the Lord and look at the problems.  I mean, I go out here and I serve the Lord and it causes 
me trouble.   I mean now I have got bills I can't pay.  Before, I had $5,000 worth of camera equipment.   
Now I can't even get a Kodak.”   
 
You know that kind of stuff, and you begin to whimper and cry, and Paul says:  Listen, you need stability 
when that comes, and if you understand the basis of your service, and the inheritance that you have out 
here, that is the thing that ought to motivate you to serve.   Knowing that makes this stuff down here 
easy to endure, it makes you tough.  You can get through it.  You are not always squalling and throwing 
your hands up and wondering why.  You are saying:  “Come on man, I can take it.   This stuff is 
profitable for me and I can endure, and I can wait it out.”    
 
That doesn't mean that you are going to enjoy it.  Nobody enjoys a toothache.   You can wait it out, 
knowing that there is a sure thing coming.   Hey folks, that everlasting consolation through grace—in the 
end it is just glory for you; and there is not anything that can thwart that; there is not anything that can 
stop that.  That is the whole issue in the rest of Romans 8.   It is going to work.  If God's purpose is 
going to endure, and it is going to work, can't you?   Sure you can.  Verse 28:  Romans 8:28 
 
He said, “All these people are out here glorying in appearance, glorying by the world’s standard of 
success and operation and all that kind of stuff.  And that doesn’t mean a hill of beans to me.  I don’ t 
care anything about that stuff, all I want is God’s approval.  I am going on the basis of divine viewpoint, 
and I hope you can see that.”  And if they were spiritually minded, they could see it.  If they understood 
the proper viewpoint of the ministry of being ambassadors for Christ, they would see it. 

 

2nd Corinthians 5:13 For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God: 
or whether we be sober, it is for your cause.  

Verse 13, “For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or whether we be sober, it is for your 
cause.”   
 
And then he goes right on down and begins to give them that commission.  He says that the love of 
Christ constrains us.  Why?  Because he has given us a message and he’s made us ambassadors for him.   
Verse 20 

 

2nd Corinthians 5:14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we 
thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead:  

He doesn’t say, “MY love for Christ makes me serve him.”   It is Christ – HIS love for me.  When I see all 
that Christ has done for me at Calvary and see the marvelous, manifold riches of his grace, it is what 
causes my heart to respond in gratitude.  Grace motivation is the motivation of love, of gratitude.   
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What do we do when we sin?  Instead of producing a false or psychological guilt, grace produces real 
guilt.  What does that mean? 
 
Sometimes people get the idea that the issue of total forgiveness means that sin doesn’t matter.  God did 
not save you just to let you go live any way you want to live.  You were living that way before God saved 
you.  He could have left you in the condition of a lost, hell-bound sinner.  God saved you by his grace – 
not by your works.  But that does not mean that works and your life do not matter.  God set you free so 
you could then serve him.  You could not do that before you were saved.  (Galatians 5:13) 
 
I hope you have noticed that that verse doesn’t say “My love for Christ is what constraineth us.”  Under 
the law the commandment is “Love God.”  (Luke 10:27) 
 
Not my love or your love for Him that constraineth, but His love for us.  What is it that motivates you?  
That is it.  You see, when you understand what He has done for you, that motivates you.  Grace 
motivation, folks, is just to respond with gratitude to a proper understanding of the position that you 
have in Christ.  When you understand what God values and esteems, and how much He has done for you 
in Christ; when you recognize your sonship position, and live on that basis, that is it—that is grace 
motivation.  That is loving Him because He first loved you.  You are not trying to strive and get the thing, 
but are motivated because God has given it to you, and you are just so grateful for it.  You see it, and 
you get excited about it, and what do you do?  You want others to see it.  Romans 12:1 
 
The constraint (the thing that presses you together and pushes you onward) in your ambassadorship is 
God’s love for you.  As you appreciate how much he values and esteems you, and how much he has 
done for you, then you are motivated more and more to live a life of grateful service.  You desire to be 
pleasing to him in everything that you do.   
 
You will want to differentiate between the position that you have in Christ and your sinful activity.  And 
we want to put away that sinful activity and bring the details of our life into line and make it reflect 
consistently who we are.   
 
The result of grace motivation is biblical purity.  It is not religious externalism, but bible purity.  It is what 
the bible calls godliness, and what the bible calls holiness.  It is not externalism but the product of grace 
motivation is biblical purity.   
 
In Titus 2:11-12 Paul says: “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
Teaching us”.  Grace teaches us to “deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world” (2:12).  Grace motivates and teaches you to live a life of 
purity.  It never teaches, or motivates, or leads you to live a life of unworthiness.  It always motivates the 
believer.  And grace is a tremendous motivating and teaching factor, when you understand it properly. 
 
Now in your ministry as an ambassador, your ambassadorship has to operate on the basis of grace – 
whether it is you individually or your ministry.  You are going to be discouraged, and you are going to get 
tired, and you are going to have all kind of opposition against you, and if you are motivated by any of the 
standards of the world, your ambassadorship is not going to operate correctly.  If looking at yourself or 
anybody else motivates you, your ambassadorship will not work.   
 
You have to look to Christ, and let the love of Christ (his value and his esteem, what he has done for 
you) be the thing that motivates you.  You are his ambassador.  And that is what has to motivate you.   
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2nd Corinthians 5:15 And that he died for all, that they which live 
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died 
for them, and rose again.  

Notice what constrains you.  The love of Christ.  Notice that it doesn’t say, “My love for Him.”  We sing 
that song, “Oh, how I love Jesus.”  That is not what the Bible verse says.  Under grace, what motivates 
you and pushes you along isn’t your great love for Him and how much you love the Lord because you 
never love Him enough, do you?  Grace says, “Look how much I love you.”   
 
God says to us, “Let me show you how much I value and esteem you.  Look yonder to Calvary.  If you 
ever doubt my love for you, remember Calvary.  If you ever wonder if I really love you, there is an 
objective demonstration in history of how much I value and esteem you.  Look there.”   
 
Let that motivate you.  “Look at how much I love you.”  The law says, “Love me.”  God, under grace, 
says, “I love you.  Look at how much I love you.  Look what I have provided for you.” 
 
They are two different systems.  They both are perfect systems.  Both have been given by God and both 
are in the Bible.  We don’t live under the law system today.  The demand today is not, “Love the Lord thy 
God!  Love your neighbor!”  The demand today is just “Look at how much I love you and then you 
forgive others as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”  You begin to understand how God loves you.  
You begin to focus on that and get excited about that and you begin to understand that and it begins to 
affect the way you relate to other people.  Rather than reaching down inside yourself and having to pull 
up your own strength, you look to Him.  That is the grace way.  That’s different.    

 

2nd Corinthians 5:16 Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the 
flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now 
henceforth know we him no more. (Paul knew Christ in flush) 

In Time Past the circumcision in the flesh made by hands made a difference. Now, we know no man after 
the flesh.  Do you see the difference in that?  Back in Time Past, what a man was in the flesh made a 
difference.  But Now it does not make a difference.  “Yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh…” 
He was preached in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, in the flesh, as the minister of the circumcision to 
Israel.  But now, that is not the way we know Him.  Something new has come about.  
 
You know what verse 16 says: “know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after 
the flesh.”   
 
And, you know Romans 15:8 – He came as a “minister of the circumcision for the truth of God.”  There 
was a division (a distinction) back there in Times Past.  And yet that division (that distinction) is different. 
When the Lord Jesus Christ came (in the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John – his earthly ministry) 
he would not have dealt with the Corinthians.  And that is not all.  If he had, they would not have 
listened to him.   
 
Do you remember Ephesians 2:11: (You) “who are called the Uncircumcision by that which is called the 
Circumcision?”  They did not like each other, and they still don’t.  And Jesus Christ did not minister to the 
Corinthians.  He would not have, and they would not have paid any attention to him anyway.  There is a 
division.   
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2nd Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become 
new.  (Created x Born) 

God, today, is forming a new creature called the church the Body of Christ. 
 
For a Christian, for a member of the body of Christ, all things are become new.  The old way, the old 
letter, the old law, the things that are material - these are not how we walk.  We don’t walk by sight; we 
walk by faith.  We have a spiritual life in Christ, and all things are new.  
 
That is just the change in the program stated in a real simple form.  And you have to study that, and 
compare all the passages, to get the understanding of all of it.   
 
But Paul says, “Hey that isn’t the way it is, because now things have changed.”  Now he says, therefore 
because of the change “if any man be in Christ, [that is now with the change] he is a new creature” (2 
Corinthians 5:17). There is something new going on here.  There is a new species of humanity being 
formed today.   
 
In Ephesians 2:15 he calls it: the “one new man”.  He says that he has broken down the middle wall of 
partition, that is between them, making peace “Having abolish in his flesh the enmity, even the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man” (emphasis 
added).  That has to do with that new species of humanity being formed today in the Church, the body of 
Christ.   
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 says: “old things are past away; behold, all things are become new.”  The old program 
is gone but that does not mean that your old sin nature has passed away.  It does not mean that your 
old life has passed away.  It does not mean that the “old” you passed away.  Do you know why?  
Because you carry him around with you, don’t you?  You still have him.  If getting saved results in your 
old life passing away, (and never being around anymore) why do you have problems?  Because, you still 
have him around.   
 
It is a reference to the program.  The old program has passed away, and the new one has come in.  All 
things are of God.  In the new program, the issue now is what God is doing.  The issue is not what man 
does.  God has provided everything himself, now, through the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ.  And there 
is nothing for man to be involved in.  God himself has made a full provision, and you are complete in 
Christ (Colossians 2:10).  The completion is there, and there isn’t anything for you to do, or not to do.   
 
The people in Times Past had things to do in order to be saved and delivered into that kingdom.  Now we 
have talked about that repeatedly as we studied Romans, and you understand that.  The men in Times 
Past were not justified, and declared righteous before God on the basis of their works.  But justification 
and salvation are not the same thing.  Today all things are of God - the whole program.   
 
2 Corinthians 5:16,17 – “Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have 
known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.  Therefore (since the distinction 
is gone) if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new.”  There is a new program going on folks.  Today, there is a new creature. 
 
The word “creature” means, “all living creation”.  God is producing a new living creation now, a new man, 
a new species of human beings.  Colossians 1:18 
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2nd Corinthians 5:18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us 
to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation;  

Do you see in verse 20 when he says, “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ”?  When he says, “Now 
then”, that is just another way of saying, this is a conclusion based on what I just told you.  Now then, 
therefore, because of what I just told you, now here is what is true.  Well what was it that he just told 
them in verse 18?  He said, “And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, 
and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation”.  
 
Now who is the “us”?  Well, “us” could be a lot of people.  It could be Paul and Timothy – 2 Corinthians 
1:1: “Paul…and Timothy…unto the church of God which is at Corinth.”  But it could also be “us” – 
members of the body of Christ, couldn’t it?  Look at 2 Corinthians 5:19.  
 
You and I (that are saved) have been reconciled to God in the body.  Now, there are two reconciliations 
in this passage, and we have studied this before, so you understand it.  Verse 18 is our individual 
reconciliation - back to God in one body.  It is our individual reconciliation, and participation in the 
reconciliation program, in the body of Christ.  Individually, we have had our status changed.  God has 
changed the condition and the status of the world before himself.  And you and I, individually, have had 
our status changed with God.  We have had our position moved from being enemies to friends – aliens to 
being reconciled.  We have been moved from being an enemy of God to being a Son of God.  We have 
had our status changed, and that is reconciliation.  Because of that, he has given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation.   
 
Now, let’s look at the ministry of reconciliation.  That is the ministry.  Because we are members of the 
body of Christ (reconciled to God in Christ) God has given us the ministry (the job and the opportunity of 
service) of reconciliation.  And, that is the ministry of offering reconciliation to the world about us, not us 
offering it to ourselves but us offering it to the world.  2 Corinthians 5:19 
 
Now I want you to notice the last part of verse 18.  He says he has given us the ministry of reconciliation.  
Verse 19 says that he has committed unto us the word of reconciliation.  Now when he says, “he has 
committed unto us the word of reconciliation”, and when he says, “he gave you the ministry”, that means 
he has given you the honor of this privilege.  When he has committed it to you, he put it in your trust, in 
your protection, and in your care.  Come on over to 2 Timothy 1, and notice this word “committed”.  2 
Timothy 1:12 
 
Folks, forget about the church, the body of Christ and being reconciled in it.  The basis of the 
dispensation of grace and the way that God could produce the dispensation of grace itself is that cross.  
Do you understand that in the prophetic program the cross is the source of enmity and hatred between 
God and man?  Do you remember what God said his response is going to be because of man’s crucifixion 
of his Son?  Sit here until I make your enemies your footstool; I’ll speak to them in my wrath.  Do you 
remember what Paul says God’s attitude towards the world is today?  It is grace and peace not judgment 
and war.  The only way God Almighty can send out his grace is by the cross.  The basis of it all is the 
cross.   
 
Where does all grace come from?  What is the definition of grace?  It’s all that God is free to do for you 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.  Don’t you forget that, or I’ll disown that I ever knew you!   
 
2 Corinthians 5:18  And all things are of God, …  
 
Well, they would be, considering all He has done. 
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… who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;  

 

2nd Corinthians 5:19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath 
committed unto us the word of reconciliation.  

God has declared a day of grace.  Do you know what a period of grace is on your insurance policy?  It is 
a time when you owe the debt, but you have a little extra time to pay it.  God has said the world owes 
the debt, and they are going to pay it, but I’m going to give them grace, something they don’t deserve 
but need.  He said He is committing to the body of Christ the “word of reconciliation.”  There was an 
amnesty declared during this period of time.   
 
Sometimes you take books out of the library and forget to take them back.  The nickels begin to mount 

up and you owe five or six dollars.  The library in the fall of the year declares an amnesty, a day of grace, 
where on a certain Saturday you can bring the books back, put them on the counter—no questions 
asked, no charge, no fines.  So you take all those books back.  There is no penalty, and it’s all okay.  
That is what God has done:  You owe the debt.  The world is guilty, but God says, “I’m going to declare 
an amnesty.”  That is what is going on there. 
 
The word “wit” means, “know”, so “to wit” means “to know”.  And “to wit” is an old English expression 

that we would say, “that is”, something of that nature.  “To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling 
(Who?) the world.”   
 
Well, is the world made up of saved people?  No the world is the world, isn’t it?  If you are in the world 
that doesn’t mean you are saved.  In verse 18, the “us” is a reference to saved people today.  Verse 19 is 
a reference to the world.  So, when you get to verse 20 (“Now then we are ambassadors for Christ”) who 
is he talking about?  He‘s talking about us, saved people, members of the body of Christ.  We are 

ambassadors for Christ.  He is not just talking about himself or Timothy, but he is talking about himself 
and Timothy, as members of the body of Christ.  And you and I are members of the body of Christ.  And 
you and I have that ministry that is comparable.  We follow the apostle Paul in that, and we too are 
ambassadors for the Lord Jesus Christ.  And you do not want to forget that.  Write it down.  We too are 
ambassadors for Christ in this world of sin.  We are official representatives of God the Son. 
 
Now listen, gentlemen, God Almighty has not left you here on this planet to build big buildings.  God has 

not left you here to build organizations.  God has not left you here to build big churches.  God has not 
even left you here to build “the” church.  God has not even left you here to win people to Christ.  God 
Almighty left you here for one reason (one great purpose) and that purpose is to represent his son.  
Please do not forget that.  Please get the focus of your ministry on the right target today.  Our purpose 
and aim here (and the reason God has left us here) is to represent Christ, and to bring his message to 
the world.   
 

Now if you will do that faithfully, souls will get saved.  If you will do that faithfully, believers will be band 
together and form local churches, and local churches will be built, and “the church” will be edified.  But 
those results of your ministry are not your responsibility.  Your responsibility is to represent God the Son 
as a faithful ambassador – to represent him and to speak his word. 
 
Now, look around you at all that goes on in religion today, and Christendom, and I am not talking about 
modernists and liberals and people that do not have any light and understanding or faith.  I am talking 
about saved people.  You look out among bible believing people, and you see the shallow gimmickry, and 



the emphasis on methods and programs, and this and that and the next thing, and they leave out of the 
message.  And the focus, and the emphasis is on building big things, and big organizations, and big 
programs, and all that kind of thing, to the leaving in the shadows of their ambassadorship.  Let that be a 
warning to you – that you need to keep your ministry focused on the proper thing. 
 
Come with me to 1 Timothy 3.  There is something about being a representative of Christ.  You know 
members of the body of Christ are the official representatives of Christ in the earth today.  And when I 
say that to you, I hope you understand what that means.  It means that you and I, as members of this 
body, are the only representatives that he has.  We are his official representatives.   
 
If I say to you, “Stanley is my official representative.  He is my agent.  He speaks for me.  And then Greg 
comes along, and he begins to tell you that I said something.  And you begin to wonder what brother 
Rick said, so who would you go to?  Is Greg my representative, or is Stanley?  Stanley is, because I 
declared him so.  I gave him that official position.  Now, who then is my spokesman? Stanley is.  There is 
something marvelous about that, in regard to what your ministry is going to do.  1 Timothy 3:14-15 
 
Now, I read you that passage, and I know you are familiar with it.  But that passage is our great 
commission.  That passage describes what God is doing today, and what God holds us responsible to be 
a part of today.  Now I recognize that the Lord Jesus Christ gave other commissions.  We know that.  We 
study the bible dispensationally, and we understand Matt 10: that he took his twelve apostles and he 
gave them a great commission.  And later on, after his resurrection, he took his apostles and disciples 
aside, and gave them an even greater commission – the post-resurrection commission.  
 
But the Lord Jesus Christ has spoken again – this time from heaven through the apostle Paul (and 
through him to us today).  And he has committed a commission that is part of Paul’s “my gospel”.  He 
has committed that commission to us.  And it is our duty to carry it out.  1 Corinthians 9:16-17 
 
“To wit, [What is the ministry of reconciliation?] that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses”.  Now, is he talking about the world or us?  In verse 18, he is 
talking about us.  In verse 19, he is talking about the world.  
 
When Israel fell and they were cast away, it resulted in the reconciliation of the world.  That did not 
mean the world was saved, did it?  Do you remember when I taught you those reconciliations back in 
Romans 5, and I told you how important it was (how basic it was) to understanding everything that is 
going on today?  If you do not understand the distinctive ministry of Paul, (the distinctive, dispensational 
dealings going on today) you are not going to be able to understand the very heart of your commission 
today. 
 
The “Every Man Gospel” is a gospel that goes out to all men without any distinctions or separations like 
those in Times Past.  And when we believe we are reconciled to God individually into the body of Christ, 
he gives us the ministry of going out and proclaiming to the world, the opportunity to be reconciled to 
God also in one body.  In other words, the dispensational reconciliation means that you can go to every 
man now.  Those distinctions, which were in Times Past, no longer exist.  You go with the message: you 
can now be reconciled unto God in one body through the cross.   
 
So he says that he has committed unto us the word – the preaching of reconciliation.  The whole world 
can now be reconciled, by the same message that reconciled us unto God.  And our ministry is to take 
that word of reconciliation out to men. 
 
God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.  That does 
not mean the world is saved, but the world’s condition, their position before God, has been changed from 
that of alienated and ‘unsavable’ and untouchable to that of having the opportunity of hearing the gospel 
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on an equal basis.  That reconciliation is the reconciliation that is being dealt with in Ephesians 2:13-14 
and the first of part of verse 15. 
 
God was personally present in His Son. 
 
…  reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto 
us the word of reconciliation.  
 
For he [God the Father] hath made him [the Lord Jesus Christ] to be sin for us, who knew no sin; … 
 
God Almighty made the Lord Jesus Christ “who knew no sin” to be our sin, personified.  God Almighty 
laid the blame for all those sins on the soul of His Son and He gave His soul as an offering for our sin.  
That is what that cup was all about.  When the Lord Jesus Christ saw it and looked at it and He prayed to 
the Father and He said, “Father, whether I take it or I don’t take it, that isn’t the question.  The question 
is “What is your word on it?  You give me your will; you give me your word.  Tell me what you want and 
that’s where we will go.”  
 
“I am come to do thy will.”  That is His submissiveness.  That was His faith as He committed himself into 
the hands of the Father.  
 
When He came out of that garden having prayed that way, He had no question in His mind: the cup and 
the Father’s will were one.  He came out of that garden with the determination to go there and He does 
go and drink it down to the very dregs and He wrings out the dregs, as Isaiah said.  Please appreciate 
what the Lord Jesus Christ is doing.  You don’t get all the doctrine of it in Matthew.  You have to get it 
revealed later.   
 
But please, appreciate what He is doing as He gives His soul an offering for sin, not just to die as a sinner 
but to die as an innocent one.  He is being pronounced as being innocent, innocent, innocent, and yet 
they kill Him.  He dies for us and He has our sin placed on Him.  He hangs there with His hands 
outstretched and says, “Blame me.”  And, God does.   
 
It is the only time in all of His existence in all eternity that God the Father and God the Holy Spirit ever 
turned their back on God the Son.  And the only broken communion ever between them was in those 
hours of darkness at Calvary when He died and suffered the separation.  The eternal Son of God died for 
your eternal debts, suffering the eternal wrath of God against your sin, suffering your eternal hell and the 
separation from God that you and I should have for all eternity.  As He prays in that garden, that’s what 
on His mind, that’s what He sees, that’s what is in that cup, that’s what He faces and that is what He 
surrenders to without any question. 
 
 

 

2nd Corinthians 5:20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye 
reconciled to God.  

Why would Paul go out and preach to the world to be reconciled to God if the world was already 
reconciled to God?  The answer is, there are four categories of reconciliation in your Bible.  The 
reconciliation of the world is a dispensational term about the change in the status of the Gentiles when 
the fall of Israel took place.  Prior to the fall of Israel, you and I were on the wrong side of the middle 
wall of partition.  Gentiles were outside that wall.  With the fall of Israel, what happened?  The world was 
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put into a position where they are no longer without access to God.  Now God has set Israel aside, and 
treats all men exactly alike—absolute total equality—the changing of the status of the world.  And what 
verses 18 and 19 are talking about is the fact that in Time Past, the world did not have any hope and was 
not savable, But Now the world is savable.  Every man, any man, can get saved today.  In Time Past only 
those that went to and through the Jews went through the middle wall of partition to be saved.  But Now 
there is no wall.  The world now has immediate access to God through faith in Christ.  That change takes 
place, and it is revealed through Paul’s ministry.  It is the basis of Paul’s ministry, and starts in Acts 
chapter 7.   
In Acts 7 Stephen is standing before the Sanhedrin, the Senate Council of Israel, preaching to them 
about their blindness—their rejection of the Messiah—and their need to trust Him.  See what he says to 
them in Acts 7:51. 
 
Can you tell me what an ambassador is?  He is a representative of who?  He’s a representative of a 
government, a foreign dignitary, or a head of state.  Then folks, if we are ambassadors for Christ then 
the Lord Jesus Christ must be a head of state somewhere.  How is it that He can send us out as His 
official representatives of His Kingdom and His government if we have absolutely no relationship to it?  2 
Timothy 2:3 
 
Do you see you would wind up with all people already saved if reconciliation meant justification and 
imputation, etc.?  That is the doctrine that is called “universal reconciliation.”  They use this passage to 
teach that doctrine. 
 
On the other hand there are those that believe in limited atonement – limited redemption.  They say it 
has to be limited and the “world” has to be the world of the saved so that Christ only died for the saved.  
That would mean that redeemed people go to hell.  You can get all kinds of screwball ideas about what 
happened at Calvary if you are not careful about identifying this terminology.  That passage about the 
reconciling of the world, the changing of the status of the world is found in Romans 11:15: (Romans 
11:15) 
 
Are the Corinthians not part of the world?  If the world has been reconciled to God, why do the 
Corinthians then need to be reconciled to God?  Aren’t they already reconciled?  There must be 
something else involved in Verse 20.  The world has had its status changed because of the fall of Israel 
and now individuals of any stripe and hue can come to God and be reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son.  Romans 5:10 is about the fact we can have our enemy status changed to friendship status on the 
basis of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ at Calvary.  That was the basis for the reconciliation of the 
world. In individual reconciliation our enemy status is changed to sonship; we are changed from being in 
Adam to being in Christ. 
 
Notice we are ambassadors for Christ, “as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s 
stead.”  The emphasis: He is telling you that he is an ambassador for Christ.  He is standing and speaking 
in behalf of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The emphasis: He is telling you whom he is speaking for and whom he 
represents. 
 
Whose ambassador are you: The President’s?  The church’s?  Mine?  You are Christ’s ambassador!  You 
do not want to forget that.  Who do you represent?  Who are you speaking for?  You speak for the Lord 
Jesus Christ and you are his representative.  Ephesians 6:19-20 
 
Now let’s look at the term “ambassador”. Turn to 2 Corinthians 5 because we are going to study this 
passage for a few minutes.  2 Corinthians 5:20 says, “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ” 
(emphasis added).   
 
If you looked in a Greek text, it would be “presbeuo”, and the word is a verb.  And when Paul says, “we 
are ambassadors for Christ”, it would be we are “ambassadoring.”  The reason I point that out to you is 
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this: I remember going through and studying the issue of a presbytery – the elder over in Timothy and 
Titus.  (We will get to that later on in the class.)  The “presbuteros” is that same word.  And 
“presbuteros” means “an old man, or an old person, or an elder.”  And it is the term translated “elder” 
over there in Timothy and Titus.   
 
So I began to wonder why they translated that word “ambassador”?  So I began to get some books out 
to look up the word.  And the reason I’m telling you this is so you do not get tripped up, like it tripped me 
up for a little while.  You will hear somebody say, “Well that’s the same word as elder.”  But that isn’t 
exactly true.  When the Greek word is used as a noun, it is a reference to a person who is older – an 
elder.  But the word as a verb has a reference to the role that the individual plays, and the verb means 
“to represent another, and to speak on the behalf of another.” 
 
Now there are two issues you want to understand: 
 
You represent someone else. 
You speak on behalf of someone else. 
 
Now what English word expresses that perfectly?  The word ambassador expresses it perfectly and that is 
exactly why it is translated that way.  And that is exactly why that is the word that describes who we are.  
We are ambassadors.  The English definition of the word “ambassador” means “a diplomatic official of 
the highest rank appointed and accredited as representative in residence by one government to another, 
an authorized messenger and representative.”  In other words, an ambassador is an official 
representative and spokesman of a foreign head of state, or a foreign government.  Do you understand?   
 
An ambassador is the official representative and spokesman from one country and one ruler, to another 
country and another ruler.  The United States has ambassadors to other countries.  You know that.  You 
are familiar with the politics involved and that kind of thing.  Other countries have ambassadors that 
come here.  When those people come here, or our ambassadors go there, first, they are in a foreign 
country, because that is where their job is.  (Aren’t we in a foreign country?) They represent our 
government and our head of state.  They are the president’s ambassadors.  Do you get the idea? 
 You are the official representative and spokesman of the Lord Jesus Christ and his country.  Say they 
have a big party and the ambassador from Canada shows up at the party.  Who does the ambassador 
from Canada represent?  He represents Canada.  When he comes in and speaks, Canada speaks.  Well 
that is the idea with an ambassador.  
 
Now the verse says “we are ambassadors for Christ.”  That preposition “for”, means “in behalf of, or 
substituting for,” and that is the reason the verse goes on and says, “as though God did beseech you 
(how?) by us.”  God is speaking by us.  When we speak, who is speaking?  That is how God speaks.  God 
speaks by us.  Now, does that mean God is speaking when you talk about the Bears winning the football 
game?  No, you take the word of God and preach the word of God, and then God is speaking through 
you.   
 
Verse 20 says “we pray you in Christ’s stead”.  In other words: we beseech you, we ask you.  And 
instead of him standing here, who is standing here?  We are.  Do you get the idea?  We are doing it 
instead of him.  He is up there and we are down here, and he is doing it through us.  We are just official 
representatives.  He’s not here, but as his ambassadors, we represent him and speak for him. I want you 
to get a hold of that truth.   
 
Listen, you need to understand that you are an ambassador for the Lord Jesus Christ.  Every member of 
the Body of Christ is an ambassador.  And as an ambassador, you are the official representative and 
spokesman for the Lord Jesus Christ on this planet.  Now if that doesn’t take the wind out of your sails, 
you have not been listening.  Let me show you how Paul takes this.  Come over to Colossians 1:24. 
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“Now then”, in other words, based on the verses that I just gave you, the conclusion is that we have 
been made ambassadors of the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
Now let me emphasize again to you what I am trying to get across to you, as we begin the issue of our 
ambassadorship.  I want you to see that you are his representative.  You are his spokesman.  The focus 
of the ministry is not building denominational structures, and building this, and building that.  The focus 
is representing Christ.  Now that does not mean we cannot get together, and you cannot build a building 
and have a church in a building. You can, if the building is a tool to help the life and the ministry function 
better.  It does not mean other believers and local assemblies cannot work together in cooperation, if 
that cooperation is something that helps the life function better, and is more effective in its outreach.  
But it means that the representation that you have (that ambassadorship for Christ that you have) has to 
be the most important issue. 
 
And there are two issues in ambassadorship: 
   
1. The issue of representation – you represent him.  The ministry is God’s work. 
2. You speak for him.   
 
Now we’re going to look closely at those two basic aspects of ambassadorship.   
 
Number one, you need an understanding of how to discern the will of God today – how to do the will of 
God today.  How does God work today?  We are going to talk about that in some detail.  Then you need 
to understand the importance of the message that you bear before men from the king, and something of 
Satan’s policy of evil against that message and ministry.  We are going to go through those things and 
then (God willing) we are going to study through the Pastoral Epistles, verse by verse.  And then we will 
have some other things.   
 
But remember you are an ambassador for Christ.  An old preacher said one time, “You are an 
ambassador for Christ, young men, don’t ever stop or stoop to be a mere king on the earth.” 
 
We looked at verse 20 where Paul says, “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ,” and we talked about 
that being our mission.  We are not painters, or mechanics, or bus drivers, or watchmen, or whatever our 
occupation is right now.  We are ambassadors for the Lord Jesus Christ.  An ambassador is not just a 
follower.  An ambassador is somebody who is sent out to represent (and to speak for) somebody else.  
We are not just following Christ.  We are sent out by him to represent him, and to speak for him.  We are 
here to finish the ministry that the apostle Paul started.  And that ministry has to do with explaining why 
Christ is absent from the earth today, and to preach the message and the word of reconciliation. 
 
I was reading a copy of Sir Robert Anderson’s book today – The Silence of God.  And the “silence of God” 
refers to the silent heavens – all the suffering, and the affliction, and the persecution, and the terrible 
things that happen in the world in general (and to God’s peoples, in particular).  And why doesn’t God 
intervene?   
 
Well the explanation for that has to do with the ministry of reconciliation.  And it is a great honor, 
gentlemen, to be able to represent the Lord Jesus Christ during his long absence from this earth.  And I 
say to you again, what I tried to impress on you in lesson one: We are the only representatives that he 
has on this planet today.  If anybody is going to see Christ, they are going to see him through the 
Church, the body of Christ.  If anybody sees or hears Christ, they are going to see him or hear him 
through the ministry that you and I carry on, wherever we are.  That is the issue.  If people come to 
know Christ, it will be because we preach the word, and we preach the message, that he has given us to 
preach.   
 



He works today through his word resident in the Church, the body of Christ.  So when we speak, when 
we act, when we preach, when we teach, when we beseech others in behalf of Christ during his absence, 
we are doing it as his official representatives. 
 
2 Corinthians 5 is a passage that gives us our commission for today.  And in that passage it is very clear 
that an adequate understanding of our ambassadorship is necessary, in order to have the proper 
approach to the ministry.  And it is necessary in order to have the proper thing to govern your activities, 
and what you are doing.   
 
Now the apostle Paul has been explaining his motive for his ministry – the motivation behind his ministry.  
And he says in the first part of the chapter (beginning at verse 9 and down), “I just want to please God.”  
I am his representative.  And I am motivated by the fact that I have received a commission from him, 
and I want to walk worthy and execute that commission.  And my motive is the fact that he has given me 
this commission to do. 
 
“Now then [because of what he just said in verses 16 to 19… Now then… because of that] “we are 
ambassadors for Christ” (5:20).  In other words, on the basis of what he just said, in verses 16 to 19, his 
conclusion is: we are ambassadors.  We are sent out as representatives and spokesmen of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Well, what did he just tell you in verses 16 to 19?  He is talking about the ministry and the word of 
reconciliation.  He is talking about the tremendous change in God’s dealings with mankind.  Now that 
division is that dispensational division that we talk so much about in Times Past (where there is a middle 
wall of partition between the Jew and the Gentile).  There is that division between the Circumcision and 
the Gentile.  He says, “Now that division between men (where there are some advantaged people and 
some disadvantaged people) has been done away with.  And the world has been reconciled to God.  Now 
there is a dispensational change between Times Past and the But Now.   
 
And that change (that reconciling of the world through the setting aside of the Nation Israel) means God 
is dealing with the world in a different way today.  And because he is dealing with the world in a different 
way today, all men are on the same level now.  And because of that (because God has changed his 
dealings today) there is an “Every Man Gospel”.  There is a message for “every man”.  And because of 
that, you and I have been sent out.   
 
Back in Times Past, we would have never been sent out as the official representatives of Christ.  But 
now, we are and we can be.  And as members of the body of Christ, we are.  We had this thing 
committed, and put into our trust, to go out and represent him today.   
 
Israel represented him in Times Past.   
The Body of Christ represents him now.  
 
The reason the Body of Christ can represent him now is because God has changed his dealings with men.  
2 Corinthians 5:16-17 
 
2 Corinthians 5:20 says: “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ.”  Our function is to go out and 
proclaim to the world (and offer to the world) that message whereby they can be reconciled unto God.  
Continuing in verse 20: “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: 
we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.”  What reconciles them to God?  They are 
reconciled through the word of reconciliation. And verse 21 (one of the greatest gospel verses in the 
bible) says it clearly: “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him.”   
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God took his son, hung him on the cross, poured out his wrath against our sin on the body of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and gave his soul to be an offering for sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Christ.  That is a glorious message to proclaim.  That is our ministry – to go out and beseech and pray 
men, and that is to speak in his stead (to speak in Christ’s behalf) and to proclaim the message of 
reconciliation. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:20: “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as thou God did beseech you by us: we 
pray you in Christ’s stead.”  Well whom is he praying to?  He is talking to the Corinthians.  He said, “We 
are asking you, and we are begging you.”  The word “pray” can mean “to ask” and it does not have to 
mean “to ask God.”  It can be “ask” anybody: We “pray” you do this and we “pray” you do that. 
 
 

 

2nd Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.  

When Jesus Christ died at Calvary, God Almighty took my sin and placed it on the body of his Son on the 
cross.  He took my sin and put it on Jesus Christ when he hung on that cross.  Jesus Christ is the one 
who did not have any sin.  He had never sinned.  But God took my sin and placed it on the body of his 
Son, pouring out his wrath on him, and the justice of God Almighty is satisfied in the sacrifice and the 
payment made by Jesus Christ in my behalf.  Through the redemption provided by the blood of Jesus 
Christ shed at Calvary, something happened.  God made him to be sin for us.  Be sure to notice that 
comma after the word, us.  It was Christ who knew no sin.   
 
Now here is why that payment was made: that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.  
THAT is justification.  The redemption is made so that I can be justified.  Now, one more verse: Romans 
4:25. 
 
If you leave that comma out after the first phrase in that sentence you will be dealing in heresy!  If you 
leave that comma out, the “who” can refer to “us” and then be read, “…us who knew no sin.”  With the 
comma in place as intended it reads:  For he [God the Father] made him [Jesus Christ] – who knew no 
sin – to be sin, for us.  Therefore, Christ was uncompromised by our predicament.  When the Lord Jesus 
Christ was born, he was born without an old sin nature. 
   
There is a doctrine in the Bible called the Doctrine of Peccability which is the issue of sin.  (Websters 
1828 Dictionary - State of being subject to sin; capacity of sinning.) 
Jesus Christ was “impeccable,” – that is, he was without sin; there was no sin in him.  That qualified him 
to be able to redeem us.  Nothing could mar his participation in our redemption.  A very important verse 
in this regard comes from Hebrews 4:15. 
 
What did he do?  He was made to be sin for us.  He did not become sin.  (By the way, all the new 
translations say that he became sin.)  He was made sin.  He did not just go do something and thus 
become sin.  He hung there as the holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, Son of God, and God 
the Father imputed our sin to him.  God counted him, put it on him, and then he poured out his wrath 
against our sin in the body of his Son as he hung on that cross.  And, he was made sin.  (Galatians 3:13) 
 
He made Him to be sin.  He made Him sin itself.  He didn’t put it on Him just to carry it.  When you say 
that, you have to be careful because then it says that He didn’t know any sin.  He didn’t have any of His 
own; it was your sin.  Galatians 3:13 
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2nd Corinthians: 6 

2nd Corinthians 6:1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech 
you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.  

2nd Corinthians 6:2 (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, 
and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)  (Is 49:8) (Acts 3:19) 

2nd Corinthians 6:3 Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be 
not blamed:  

[You take the blame, but don’t let the ministry be blamed.  Don’t you do anything to shame the ministry.] 

 

2nd Corinthians 6:4 But in all things approving ourselves as the 
ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in 
distresses,  

But in all things approving ourselves [As what?] as the ministers of God, [Here’s a man who’s a minister 
of God.  See that? Proving himself - demonstrating himself - to be just that.] 

 
Listen, our personal lives and character must “adorn the doctrine of God.”  Out lives must agree in every 
respect with the message we proclaim.  When we say that we have “the righteousness of God,” our life 
had better demonstrate it.  It had better demonstrate His integrity, His holiness, His justice, His 
righteousness, His love, His mercy, His patience and His longsuffering.  We”d better reflect His life. 
   
Listen, fellows, that we fail often is a given.  We know that to start with, but the goal must always be 

before us.  Real preaching is 1) preaching the Book, and 2) it’s going to cost you.  You’ve got to be 
willing to pay the price, and when you are, God will give you the grace to do the job He calls you to do. 

 

2nd Corinthians 6:5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, 
in watchings, in fastings;  

Do you see all those different situations (the details of life) there? “Patience” is persistent faithfulness in 
something.  “Afflictions” are problems – when you get sick, when you are in pain, when you have all 
kinds of difficulties.  “Necessities” meaning you need things; you lack some things.  “In distresses” means 
“troubles.”  “In stripes” is referring to somebody beating up on you.  Imprisonment means they throw 
you in jail.  “In tumults” means there is trouble going on all the time.   
 



Did you ever just wish that life would settle down and be peaceful?  Did you ever read, in the bible, 
where David said, “Oh that I had the wings of a dove that I might fly away and be at rest?”   
 
Sin complicates life.  And the more activity you get involved in, in your life, the more complicated it gets, 
and all of the sudden you just feel like all these things are coming at you.  And he says, “in tumults, in 
labours.”  That word “labour” means, “to strive to the point of exhaustion.”  Nobody outworked him.  He 
was a hard worker.   
 
I honestly believe that one of the baneful things in the ministry is laziness.  I know a lot of preachers, 
and I see a lot of preachers.  And one of the reasons that men, in the ministry, fail the most often is 
laziness.  They will not work.  Now, maybe they will go out and make $100, but that is not what I mean.  
I mean they will not study.  They do not get in that book and work and study.  And you will never make 
a success, in the work of the ministry, if you do not work.  And it is hard work!   
 
And if you are not willing to put in the sweat (spiritually and physically) then get out!  Go make an honest 
living, and quit taking money, and position, and reputation that you do not deserve.  If a man doesn't 
work, don’t let him eat.  That is true spiritually of a preacher just like it is physically of somebody who is a 
busybody.  Labour – it is hard work.   
 
And when it gets to be hard work, do not start griping and complaining I do so much!  Well, big deal!  
Who ever told you it was a job for pansies anyway?  It is not; it is hard work.  And if you are not willing 
to work, and willing to labour, and to spend and be spent, then go do something else.   
 
I have told you all along, “If you are willing to pay the price, and there is a price to be paid, you can have 
a ministry.  And if you are not, then quit damaging and destroying people, and go do something else.”   
Listen, I know people take these courses and they think, You are just being mean and nasty!  But I mean 
that!  We live in a day when you are not going to be able to stand and preach the grace message if you 
are lazy, because if you are, you are going to cut corners to make a living somewhere.  You are not going 
to be consistent and faithful.  And one of the reasons for the lack of faithfulness is just dog laziness – not 
willing to work.   
 
You have ideas for things and visions – I am such a wonderful person.  I should be promoted to this 
position.  And you are just not willing to get in the trenches, and get your hands dirty, and work.   
Back to 2 Corinthians 6:5: “in watchings.”  That is being careful.  Then “In fastings.” 
 
Now here is the character.  Verses 6-8: “By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by 
the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of 
righteousness on the right hand and on the left, By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good 
report: as deceivers, and yet true.”  They are going to look at you and say you are a deceiver, and yet 
you are telling the truth.   

 

2nd Corinthians 6:6 By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by 
kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned,  

2nd Corinthians 6:7 By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the 
armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left,  

Turn to 2 Corinthians 6:3-7 – “Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: But in all 

things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in 
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distresses, In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; By pureness, by 
knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, By the word of truth, by 
the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left”.   
 
You see “the armour of light” in Romans 13, and here is “the armour of righteousness” on both hands.  
“On both hands” means “in every situation”.  That armour of righteousness would be a lifestyle of 
righteousness, that practical righteousness living in your life in order to give armour (protection).  2 
Corinthians 10:3-5 

 

2nd Corinthians 6:8 By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good 
report: as deceivers, and yet true;  

2nd Corinthians 6:9 As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, 
behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed;  (as chasten) 

Verse 9: “As unknown.”  It is going to look like nobody ever heard your name and “yet well known.”  
Nobody comes to hear you preach.  It seems like nobody pays attention to you.  And yet he says, “yet 
well known.”  If you are in a community, and you are preaching the word of God rightly divided, let me 
tell you something.  People know you are there.  They might not pay any attention to you.  They might 
just look right through you when you walk down the street, but they know you are there. 
 

Do you know how they know you are there?  The book says they know you are there.  And you can know 
they know you are there because the book says they know you are there.  You walk on the basis of doing 
the work of the ministry, on the basis of what God says it is.  So, you know what is happening.   
 
Verse 9: “As unknown, and yet well known.”  How would you like to be known in hell?  Didn’t those 
demons in Acts 19:15 says, “Jesus I know and Paul I know, but I don’t know you fellow.”  And they just 
jumped on him and beat the britches off of him, literally.   

 
Continuing in verse 9: “as dying, and, behold, we live.”  That little church out there is just dying.  And 
yet, there is spiritual life out there.  Then, “as chastened.”  God is withholding his blessings.  Then, “and 
not killed.”  I don’t know why he just didn’t kill them, but he doesn't. 

 

2nd Corinthians 6:10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet 
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.  

Verse 10: “As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 
possessing all things.”  That is it!  That is being a partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the 
power of God.  And that is having the ability to look at the work of the ministry, not the way it looks to 
the world, but seeing it for what it really is.   
 
And if you are not willing to be unknown, and considered to be deceivers, and dying, and chastened, and 
sorrowful, and poor, and having nothing, you will not make it.  If you are not willing for the world to look 
at you that way, then you are not going to make it, because that is part of what the afflictions of the 
gospel are all about. 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.13.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=47.10.3-47.10.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=47.10.3-47.10.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.19.15|_AUTODETECT_|


People say, “Well, we do not suffer persecution in America today.”  I say, “Baloney!”  Someone that says 
that does not know what persecution is.  Now maybe they don’t, I don’t know.  Let them speak for 
themselves.  But if they know what it is in the word of God, then they can properly evaluate the ministry 
and then they can know when they are doing the job and when they are not.     

 

2nd Corinthians 6:11 O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our 
heart is enlarged.  

2nd Corinthians 6:12 Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened 
in your own bowels.  

2nd Corinthians 6:13 Now for a recompence in the same, (I speak as 
unto my children,) be ye also enlarged.  

The Temple of the Living God 

2nd Corinthians 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?  

2nd Corinthians 6:15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he that believeth with an infidel?  

2nd Corinthians 6:16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with 
idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will 
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people.  

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?  The answer is nothing to every one of those 
things!   

 

2nd Corinthians 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you,  

Go to the book of Isaiah and notice what that is a quote from.  Paul gives us the same set of instructions 
that Daniel does.  He sets the same pace for us today and it is one of separation and not touching 

unclean things.  See Isaiah 52:11. 
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2nd Corinthians 6:18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.  

Do you want to enjoy God the Father as your Father?  Do you want to enjoy that relationship?  Well, the 
way you do that is to behave like a son.  You come out from among them and be separate.  You be 
identified clearly, and I will receive you unto myself, and be a father to you; and that is a holy temple 
and a holy shrine filled with all the fulness of God. 

 

 

2nd Corinthians: 7 

2nd Corinthians 7:1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, 
let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.  

Turn to 2 Corinthians 7:1: “Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, [that is the two categories of sin – mental attitude sins and overt 
sins] perfecting holiness in the fear of God”.  Now how are you going to do that?  Look at Titus 3:7-8 
 
In 2 Corinthians 7:1 Paul says, “let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit.”  Friction 
develops on the soul in two areas, and it develops that “hardness of the heart.”  First, the friction comes 
from the sins of the spirit – the thoughts.  The false doctrine that is sucked in rubs the soul the wrong 
way.  The false doctrine coming in the mind, and the sound doctrine in the soul, develops friction and 
begins to get a little heat going.  Maybe it is mental attitude sins that are sucked in.  Maybe it is false 
doctrine in the sense of religious things.   
 
Do you remember the “fiery darts” and that verse that talks about the “fiery darts of the wicked” in 
Ephesians 6:16?  1 Timothy 4:1-2 

 

Paul's Joy 

2nd Corinthians 7:2 Receive us; we have wronged no man, we have 
corrupted no man, we have defrauded no man.  

2nd Corinthians 7:3 I speak not this to condemn you: for I have said 
before, that ye are in our hearts to die and live with you.  
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2nd Corinthians 7:4 Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is 
my glorying of you: I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful in all 
our tribulation.  

2nd Corinthians 7:5 For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh 
had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without were 
fightings, within were fears.  (2nd Cor written in Macedonia) 

Now what was Paul’s state?  His flesh had no rest.  The guy could not sleep; he was torn up emotionally.  
He is cast down – he is depressed.  There is trouble, and everywhere he looked, he saw problems, 
trouble, difficulties, and obstacles to his ministry.  “Without were fightings” – difficulties.   
 
Had Paul been up against obstacles before?  You go down to Acts 19 when he was in Ephesus, and he is 
ready to go out there.  But in this point in his ministry he had a different mental attitude.  Rather than 

having the attitude of confidence and “go get him,” he had the attitude of fear – he was intimidated.  He 
was overwhelmed by all of the problems that were coming against him.  And the difference between 
victory and the difference between defeat, practically speaking, was that mental attitude of fear that he 
had succumbed to.  He was depressed; he was cast down.  All he could see were the problems, and the 
result was that he was all torn up – no rest.  He was just out there worrying himself sick.  He could not 
eat; he could not rest; he could not do anything else.  There is trouble on every side “without were 
fightings, within were fears.”  

 

2nd Corinthians 7:6 Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that are 
cast down, comforted us by the coming of Titus;  

And verse 6: “Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that are cast down, [In other words, God that 
comforts the people in the situation that I was in – just depressed.] comforted us by the coming of 
Titus.”   

 

2nd Corinthians 7:7 And not by his coming only, but by the consolation 
wherewith he was comforted in you, when he told us your earnest 
desire, your mourning, your fervent mind toward me; so that I rejoiced 
the more.  

2nd Corinthians 7:8 For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not 
repent, though I did repent: for I perceive that the same epistle hath 
made you sorry, though it were but for a season.  
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2nd Corinthians 7:9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but 
that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly 
manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing.  

Let’s talk about true repentance verses false repentance.  Paul talks to the Corinthians about the man in 
1 Corinthians 5 who was in an incestuous relationship.  And Paul rebuked him and said that if they put 
the man out of the assembly he might learn to mourn and that they would deal with him in a proper way.  
And they were to exercise the chastening of the man.  They were to put the man out of the assembly 
and exercise discipline on him.  And they did. 
 
Paul (in referring to the handling of that man) says, “Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that 
ye sorrowed to repentance” (2 Corinthians 7:9).  Notice sorrow is not repentance.  But they sorrowed in 
such a way that it resulted in repentance – a changing of their mind and hence their activity.   
 
2 Corinthians 7:9  Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: 
 
Please remember, will you, repentance does not mean to be sorry for your sins.  I don’t care how many 
times Billy Graham says that is what it means.  That is not what it means.  I don’t care how many times 
you read it in tracts and in literature and books; that is not what it means in the Bible.   
 
Penance and penitence are religious terms and that is what they mean.  That is not what repentance 
means and it is clear in the verse.  Sorrow leads you to something else.  They are not the same.  
Repentance (metanoia) means a change of mind, to turn around the way you think.   

 

2nd Corinthians 7:10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation 
not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.  

Then there are two kinds of sorrows.  There is a godly sorrow, there is a worldly sorrow.  And the sorrow 
of the world works death.  There is a godly sorrow verses the worldly sorrow.  Godly sorrow produces 
repentance, and worldly sorrow produces death. 
 
What kind of death are we talking about in that passage?  Are we talking about spiritual death, meaning 
dying and going to hell?  No.  He is talking about experiential death, about death in the sense of defeat 
and death in the Christian life: “AWAKE THOU THAT SLEEPEST, AND ARISE FROM THE DEAD, AND 

CHRIST SHALL GIVE THEE LIGHT” (Ephesians 5:14).  He is talking to saved people.  He is talking about 
functional death.   
 
He is talking about a believer acting just like the reverse of who he is.  You are alive in Christ, and you 
are acting like you are not alive in Christ.  Somebody who is dead in the sense of the passage: “For godly 
sorrow worketh repentance to salvation” (2 Corinthians 7:10).  He is not talking about salvation from hell.  
He is talking about salvation from defeat.  Salvation from death in the Christian life in the sense that your 

Christian life does not work.  He is talking about the ability to overcome sin rather than to be overcome 
by sin.  He is talking to saved people here.  And he is describing a situation where there is the worldly 
type sorrow, and it produces a condition of reversion – the reverse activity in the Christian life.  Instead 
of you acting like a believer should act and functioning on the basis of who you are in Christ, and having 
that life of Christ function, you act like you never got saved.  You live like an unsaved person.   
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Let me tell you something.  You are going to deal with people through the years that are just like you.  A 
brother used to say, “Aren’t you glad that God sealed you in Christ so that you cannot lose your salvation 
even when you want to?”  And that is a fact.  Because there are times when you try real hard to lose it.  
And God fixed it so you cannot lose your salvation.   
 
But you have to operate on the basis of grace and godly sorrow, and on the basis of true repentance – 
true dealing with sin.  And the only way you do that is by grace.  But if you act on the basis of 
reversionism, you are going back to the old man’s style, to the old lifestyle – the way of living and dealing 
with sin as you did before you got saved.   
 
Now notice how true repentance, grace motivation, deals with sin.  Grace produces godly sorrow.  Godly 
sorrow (the kind of sorrow that God desires you to have, the sorrow that reflects God’s way of thinking) 
is a sorrow that is concerned with solving the problem.  You want to identify the problem and solve the 
problem and that produces a change of mind in you. 
 
In the passage, he is talking to believers.  He is not talking about salvation from hell.  He is talking about 
salvation from defeat and destruction in the Christian life.  He is talking about overcoming sin and that 
kind of thing.   
 
10  For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world 
worketh death. 
 
You can have the sorrow of the world which will ruin you and kill your Christian experience.  It will just 
wither up and fall apart.  Or, you can have the godly sorrow that works repentance that brings you to the 
place of objectively evaluating what you are doing, doing the right thing in response and properly going 
on.  That is real guilt, real repentance under grace.   
 
Those are the two kinds of repentance.  In Peter, you see godly sorrow working real repentance.  He was 
changed by it.  In Judas, you are going to see the sorrow of the world, a false kind of repentance.  In 
Judas, you are going to see a different repentance, the sorrow of the world.  “I’m sorry I got caught.  I 
made a mistake.”  It’s not the godly sorrow, not an objective recognition of what the real issue is, which 
is, “I’m the one that is wrong.  I am responsible.”   Matthew 27:3 

 

2nd Corinthians 7:11 For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed 
after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what 
clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what 
vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye 
have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.  

Notice 2 Corinthians 7:11: “For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort.”  Now 
notice that there are seven characteristics that he gives to godly sorrow here.  These seven 

characteristics are things that reflect what true repentance is – real repentance.   
 
Continuing in verse 11: “what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what 
indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things 
ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.”   
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You have to look at those seven things carefully, “what carefulness it wrought in you.”  Carefulness is the 
idea of being real watchful.  What are you watching for?  You are watching for problems and sin.  Godly 
sorrow produces true repentance.  Do you know what a real change in mind does?  It starts watching 
every detail of your life to find everything that is unworthy – every sin – every problem.   
 
The Holy Spirit seeks to produce real guilt, not psychological guilt where you just feel shame and 
rejection.  He produces an ability to objectively look at a detail in life and say, “That is wrong!”  That is 
the careful handling of yourself. 
 
Then “clearing of yourself”.  You say,  “Okay that means I’m not so bad after all right?”  No, you know 
better than that.  When you clear out the room, what do you do?  You get rid of everything.  When he 
says, “clearing of yourself,” he’s talking about removing the obstacles, and getting rid of any complicity in 
your life with the problem.   
 
Then “what indignation.”  Anger is a good way to motivate.  Anger is a wonderful emotion.  If God had 
not given you anger you would not be worth anything.  I would not give two cents for a guy who could 
not get upset and angry if there is a cause.  But most of us make “us” the cause, and our anger is 
because of “me.”  I feel injured.  I feel insulted.  The middle letter of sin is “I.”   
 
Anger is a wonderful emotion and you can be angry and sin not.  How?  By never directing the anger at a 
person, but always directing the anger at the problem.  God gave you the ability to be angry to motivate 
you to deal with problems.  It is something that will make you say, “There is something that needs to be 
straightened out and I am going to get it fixed, because I do not want it that way.”  That is indignation 
and it has to do with that motivation to get things straight.  
 
Continuing, “yea, what fear.”  There is alarm – this stuff has to be fixed.  You get a little impatient with 
getting it fixed.  Get on with the program.  Then, “yea, what vehement desire.”  That is a passionate 
desire and affection – a hearts desire.  Paul says, “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
do count them but dung, that I may win Christ” (Philippians 3:8).   
 
Somebody said, “The closer you get to the light the more you see the dirt.”  If you want to clean your 
finger nails, you do not get in a dark closet, but you get up next to the light.  The closer you get to the 
light the more you see the problems in you, and the more your hearts desire is to be done with them.   
 
We sing that song: Rise up oh men of God have done with lesser things.  That is the desire there.  
Continuing in verse 11, “what zeal.”  That zeal is that concern to do justice, and to do what is right.  
Then, “what revenge.”  The word “revenge” means “a readiness to revenge the wrong and readiness to 
see justice done.  Do you know what that means?  It means I want to do what is right.   
 
Now those are the ingredients of true repentance.  The Holy Spirit seeks to produce real guilt – the ability 
to objectively recognize the violation.  And when you objectively recognize the violation, godly sorrow 
takes place.  In other words you look at the thing and your concern is to solve the problem.  You 
acknowledge the guilt and express regret, and seek to quickly set things right by the appropriate 
responsible action.   
 
Godly sorrow always produces true repentance and true repentance always produces true holiness.  Get 
rid of, and deny those things in your life.  The “put off” is true repentance, real repentance.  It is the 
changing of your mind.  The “put on” is denying ungodliness and worldly lusts.  I see the problem and I 
acknowledge it, and I face it and I can handle it because of God’s grace.  You see grace allows you to do 
that.  Under the law system if you acknowledge sin, what happens?  It beats you down, doesn't it?  But 
under grace the only people qualified to come and get anything are sinners.  So while it does not approve 
of the sin, it says, “When you sin there is an answer.”  And you are free to face your sin and your 
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shortcoming and your failure.  And rather than condemn it – acknowledge it and progress away from it.  
Move out of it.   
 
It is just the issue of put off the old and put on the new.  Focus on correct, future behavior with no tin 
cans hung on from the past, no skeletons in the closet, no haunting memories.  Now that is the product 
of grace – real true dealing with sin, real guilt, the ability to objectively face the problem and then 
progress away from it and produce true holiness.   
 
How can you put it off?  You can because Jesus Christ has provided a total victory program for you and 
you are free from that sin (Romans 6-8).   
 
Listen gentlemen, in your ministry believers that you meet (that you know, that you minister too, and you 
yourself) are going to move constantly toward reversionism, if you are not constantly built up in grace.  If 
you are not constantly being built up in the truth of grace and helped constantly to walk in grace, you will 
start to walk by the law principle again.  You are not going to stand still.  You will either be walking in the 
old man (walking in the flesh), or walking in the new man (walking in the Spirit).    
 
And gentlemen, you might prefer for me to show you how to sit in a room and counsel with somebody, 
and I could give you six points on how to get them through their problem.  And I could do that and you 
would go away from here thinking Brother Rick really fixed me.  But after a few years in the ministry you 
are not going to know beans about what you are supposed to be doing.  And then you will be right back 
to the six rules – putting them under a law system that is going to work death in their members.  And 
your people will be living like unsaved people – trying to work to get the blessings of God rather than 
living like a believer under grace who understands the position they have in Christ.   
 
So what we are doing is critically important, and I am trying to point it out to you because the issue in 
your ministry is right here.  And if you are going to have a successful ministry in the days ahead for God’s 
glory and for the cause of grace, this is what you are going to have to deal with.  And you must focus 
your ministry on an understanding of why people do what they do and how they need to be brought to 
where they should be.   
 
Now turn to Genesis 3.  Reversionism is the reverse activity of the believer – rather than walking as the 
new man, he has worldly sorrow.  What is worldly sorrow?  When someone gets caught, they say, “I’m 
sorry.”  Why is he sorry?  He is sorry because he got caught.  Is he sorry because he did something 
wrong and he objectively owns and acknowledges and recognizes his mistake.  No, he blames somebody 
else, doesn't he?  He is sorry because he got caught. When you deal with people, and they blame 
anybody but themselves, they are in reversionism.   
 
A believer has a situation in his life – a problem.  There is an expected way that you are to respond to 
that problem.  So you react to the problem.  You react to every stimulus in life that comes along, whether 
it is the guy who runs the red light in front of you, or whether it’s a big frustration, whether it’s the overt 
sins (outward behavior) or whether it is the mental attitude sins that you keep inside.   
 
Now how do you respond?  You come up to the stimulus and you are going to respond to that stimulus in 
one of two ways.  You are going to respond to that stimulus on the basis of grace, or you are going to 
respond to it on the basis of the law.  There is an expected way that you are to perform.  
 
Let’s look at an illustration.  You have a party going on.  You have guests over and one of the kids 
reaches out to get the bowl of peas and he knocks over a glass of tea on your nice tablecloth.  You 
worked all day getting the wrinkles out of that tablecloth.  And you worked for a week getting this meal 
ready.  And now that dumb kid (of your stupid husband) knocks the tea over.  How do you respond?  Do 
you respond on the basis of the law?  What does the law do?  It condemns, and it shames, and it rejects, 
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because if your performance does not meet expectation, it curses.  Or, do you respond on the basis of 
grace?  Do you understand what I am saying to you? 
 
There is a response.  Do you respond on the basis of grace, on the basis of who you are in Christ?  Or do 
you go back under the old man and respond like him?  And that is the only way an unsaved man can 
respond.  Now how do you respond?  Do you respond like a new man, or like an old man?  When you 
respond like an old man, you respond on the basis of reversionism.  Your Christian experience does not 
operate; it is functionally dead. 
 
Let me show you in Genesis 3 how the old man responds and you will see this and maybe it will help you 
with an understanding, especially when you deal with people.   Listen, I do not care if it is a nuclear 
physicist with a PHD, or whether it is a six year old Eskimo, or everybody in between, they are all going 
to meet the pattern described in Genesis 3.  Notice the behavior response patterns:  (Genesis 3:1-5). 

2nd Corinthians 7:12 Wherefore, though I wrote unto you, I did it not 
for his cause that had done the wrong, nor for his cause that suffered 
wrong, but that our care for you in the sight of God might appear unto 
you.  

2nd Corinthians 7:13 Therefore we were comforted in your comfort: 
yea, and exceedingly the more joyed we for the joy of Titus, because his 
spirit was refreshed by you all.  

2nd Corinthians 7:14 For if I have boasted any thing to him of you, I am 
not ashamed; but as we spake all things to you in truth, even so our 
boasting, which I made before Titus, is found a truth.  

2nd Corinthians 7:15 And his inward affection is more abundant toward 
you, whilst he remembereth the obedience of you all, how with fear 
and trembling ye received him.  

2nd Corinthians 7:16 I rejoice therefore that I have confidence in you in 
all things.  

2nd Corinthians: 8 

Encouragement to Give Generously 

2nd Corinthians 8:1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace 
of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia;  
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2nd Corinthians 8:2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance 
of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their 
liberality.  

2nd Corinthians 8:3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond 
their power they were willing of themselves;  

2nd Corinthians 8:4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would 
receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to 
the saints.  

2nd Corinthians 8:5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave 
their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.  

2nd Corinthians 8:6 Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had 
begun, so he would also finish in you the same grace also.  

2nd Corinthians 8:7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and 
utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, 
see that ye abound in this grace also.  

2nd Corinthians 8:8 I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of 
the forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love.  

2nd Corinthians 8:9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through 
his poverty might be rich.  

2nd Corinthians 8:10 And herein I give my advice: for this is expedient 
for you, who have begun before, not only to do, but also to be forward 
a year ago.  

2nd Corinthians 8:11 Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as 
there was a readiness to will, so there may be a performance also out 
of that which ye have.  



2nd Corinthians 8:12 For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted 
according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not.  

2nd Corinthians 8:13 For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye 
burdened:  

2nd Corinthians 8:14 But by an equality, that now at this time your 
abundance may be a supply for their want, that their abundance also 
may be a supply for your want: that there may be equality:  

2nd Corinthians 8:15 As it is written, He that had gathered much had 
nothing over; and he that had gathered little had no lack.  

Commendation of Titus 

2nd Corinthians 8:16 But thanks be to God, which put the same earnest 
care into the heart of Titus for you.  

2nd Corinthians 8:17 For indeed he accepted the exhortation; but being 
more forward, of his own accord he went unto you.  

2nd Corinthians 8:18 And we have sent with him the brother, whose 
praise is in the gospel throughout all the churches;  

He sent this brother who has a good reputation, who the church has chosen to try.  You see, Paul told 
the churches:  You guys choose somebody to go with us.  He sets up a committee as it were, to handle 
the funds.  Why does he do that?  Verse 20. 

 

2nd Corinthians 8:19 And not that only, but who was also chosen of the 
churches to travel with us with this grace, which is administered by us 
to the glory of the same Lord, and declaration of your ready mind:  

2nd Corinthians 8:20 Avoiding this, that no man should blame us in this 
abundance which is administered by us:  



2nd Corinthians 8:21 Providing for honest things, not only in the sight 
of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.  

The issue in 2 Corinthians is money, and Paul has given them instructions about the collection that he is 
taking up among the Gentiles to take to the poor saints at Jerusalem.  Gentlemen, there is nowhere in all 
of your ministries that it is going to be more important than to be sure that you have the appearance as 
well as the fact of honesty, than in this issue.  You want to provide things honest in the sight of all men, 
and that is what Paul is doing here.  Look back at verse 18.   
 
20  Avoiding this, [Here is what I am after.] that no man should blame us in this abundance which is 
administered by us: 
21  Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men. 
 
He sets up a situation where nobody could possibly accuse him of mishandling those funds.  What is he 
doing?  He is providing things honest in the site of all men.   
 
The apostle himself was not only honest, but he set up a system where nobody could ever challenge the 
fact that he is honest about it.  “Avoiding this, that no man should blame us in this abundance [He is 
talking about the offering that he took up.] which is administered by us: Providing for honest things, not 
only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.”  He said, “As I minister this offering that I am 
taking up for the poor saints at Jerusalem, I have got this thing set up so that anybody can come in and 
check it out and see that it is above board, and that it is honest.”  
 
And you always want to do that, especially in your dealings with your local church, and especially with 
the funds that you take up from God’s people.  I personally believe that a local church should submit a 
written account of the funds that it received and distribute it regularly to the membership.  You have no 
business taking up money from a local assembly of believers without giving an accounting to them, in 
writing, of how that money has been spent (explicit accounting).   
 
In our churches down South, every month, the treasurer posted it on the bulletin board – the financial 
statement of the church.  And the board of directors did not get one and then put a different one on the 
financial statement.  Now I do not mean all the checks were listed, because all of the sudden it gets 
complicated beyond necessity.  But you usually don’t do that kind of thing in a board meeting.  You just 
get summarized statements.  And those things need to be posted, and that is the way you keep people’s 
confidence.  You go beyond what is necessary. 
 
You, yourself, need to be accountable for the money that you spend in your assembly.  You need to be 
accountable to your board about it.  Do not just get the idea that I will go off and just spend money.  
That is not your money.   
 
You can spend the money that they give you (your salary).  That is your responsibility.  That is yours.  
But when you begin to see money come into the assembly, you have a responsibility to account for that 
money.  And do not let them ask you to do, but you go do it without them asking, because that extra 
step always takes away any question.  You need to have an accounting for the money that you spend 
and that you receive.  You need to find out from a church when you go there as a pastor, who does the 
money belong to that comes to me?  People give you money for a funeral or a wedding you did, and you 
need to know whom that money belongs to?  You need to find that out.  Is that money for you?  Very 
seldom will they say, “No.”  Most people give it to the pastor.  But you will find that some people give it 
to the pastor thinking he is going to give it to the church.  
 
I was at a funeral just recently and a lady came up to me and gave me an envelope, and it had cash 
money in it.  And she wanted the envelope to go to the church as a memorial to this person that was 



being buried.  Well, you want to be sure that the money goes to the church.  You want that lady to know 
for sure about that.  So I took that money and wrote her name and address on the envelope, and took it 
to the church and said, “Now I want a receipt for this money.”  And when I got the receipt of the money, 
I sat down and wrote her a thank you letter.  And I sent it to her with the receipt, so she knew the 
money went to the church and that we were grateful for it.   
 
Now you say, “Well, you did not have to do that because you know you gave it to the church.”  I know 
that, but I wanted that lady to know it, and I wanted the board to know that it was done that way.  So, if 
anybody gives me money for the church, they know it will go to the church because I did it that way.  
Well, that is the way you want to be, and you want to establish it.  It is important.  1 Timothy 3:8 

2nd Corinthians 8:22 And we have sent with them our brother, whom 
we have oftentimes proved diligent in many things, but now much 
more diligent, upon the great confidence which I have in you.  

2nd Corinthians 8:23 Whether any do enquire of Titus, he is my partner 
and fellowhelper concerning you: or our brethren be enquired of, they 
are the messengers of the churches, and the glory of Christ.  

You see, he is being careful to provide a situation—he is raising all this money, but someone else is 
handling it.  Go back to 1 Corinthians 16, and notice that he doesn't even presume upon the fact that he 
ought to accompany the money to Jerusalem.  1 Corinthians 16:1-4 

 

2nd Corinthians 8:24 Wherefore shew ye to them, and before the 
churches, the proof of your love, and of our boasting on your behalf.  

 

2nd Corinthians: 9 

The Collection for Christians in Jerusalem 

2nd Corinthians 9:1 For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is 
superfluous for me to write to you:  

2nd Corinthians 9:2 For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which 
I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year ago; 
and your zeal hath provoked very many.  
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2nd Corinthians 9:3 Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boasting of 
you should be in vain in this behalf; that, as I said, ye may be ready:  

2nd Corinthians 9:4 Lest haply if they of Macedonia come with me, and 
find you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) should be ashamed in 
this same confident boasting.  

2nd Corinthians 9:5 Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the 
brethren, that they would go before unto you, and make up 
beforehand your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, that the same 
might be ready, as a matter of bounty, and not as of covetousness.  

The Cheerful Giver 

2nd Corinthians 9:6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap 
also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also 
bountifully.  

What is the rule, Paul?  If you sow a little bit, you are going to reap a little bit.  If you sow a lot, you are 
going to reap a lot.  That is simple enough, isn't it?   

 

2nd Corinthians 9:7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, 
so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a 
cheerful giver.  

Paul is talking about taking up the collection there for the poor saints in Jerusalem, and he said that there 
is a principle.   If you sow sparingly, you are not going to reap a lot, you are going to reap a little.   If 
you sow a lot, you will get a lot—you are going to reap a lot.   That is the principle.   He says:  you 
purpose in your heart how you want to give—if you want to give sparingly, or if you want to give 
bountifully.   It is your responsibility to decide how much God wants you to give.  It is not the 
responsibility of the deacon board, or the elders of the church, or some denominational tradition.  He 
says you are to give, not grudgingly, nor of necessity.  Some ecclesiastical organization isn't to come 
along and demand that you give so and so. 
 
I heard a dear brother on the radio just this past week, who has a national television ministry.   He said:  
“God gets His tithe, and if you don't give it to Him in the collection plate, He'll get His tithe anyway.  If 
you want to steal the tithe from God, He will get it with twenty percent interest—that is why you pay so 
many big hospital bills.” 
 
So you had better put your tithe in the plate, why?  Because they say, if you don't, God is going to get 
you—that is necessity.  Paul said, that isn't the way.  Paul says it is your responsibility to figure out how 



much, and it is your responsibility to do it.  You are going to get the rewards at the judgment seat of 
Christ on the basis of what you do down here.  What you get up there is going to depend on what you do 
down here.  You make up your own mind.  Do you want to buy stuff for yourself and live for yourself?  
Do you want to live for the flesh and live under the law?   
 
You see, what you are going to find in your ministry, gentlemen, is that people don't want to be free.  
They don't want the responsibility of having to determine what God wants them to do.  I have told you 
before:  I don't care who makes the decision.  Everybody wants to take the “chief’s hat” and make all the 
decisions and tell everybody what to do.  I started two churches, and pastored them for years, and told 
those men on our board, I don't care who makes the decisions as long as he is responsible for what he 
decides.  If you want to make a decision, you had better know that you are going to live with the 
consequences.   Do you know what I found out?  I found out that I wound up having to make most of 
the decisions, because people didn't want the responsibility.  So Harry put on his desk:  “The buck stops 
here.”  Why?  That is where the ultimate decision lies.  You are going to find in the ministry, that people 
don't want that, and you have to motivate them to want it, by teaching them the doctrine that allows 
them to be equipped to make the decision.  
 
Now there is an interesting thing at Corinth.  Here is a situation where God is saying:  now look, you guys 
have the doctrine in your heart, you walk led by the Spirit of God, you walk on the basis of what God is 
doing, you look at things the way God looks at them, and you determine things, and you evaluate them, 
and here comes somebody that comes in and wants to take up a collection.  You are to try that man.   
Chapter 4—he has already told them in verse 2…  2 Corinthians 4:2 

 

2nd Corinthians 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward 
you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to 
every good work:  

The Fear of Not Making a Living. 

 
Listen, fellows, if you want to do anything else than preach - if you want to do anything more than more 
than you want to preach - do it, and stay out of preaching.  I mean that.  That has to come first.  If you 
can do anything else, go do it. 
 
I don’t mean you can’t be a lay preacher, and I don’t mean you can’t share the gospel on an individual 
basis - do all that.  I’m talking about God calling you to preach.   

Listen, if you can do something else, go do it because the fear of not being able to make a living is 
something you are going to have to face, tackle and overcome for yourself.  I’ll talk about that a little 
more in a minute, but you are going to have to be willing to work. 
 
I’ve noticed through the years that the big fear that people have about money is not having the security 
of knowing there is going to be a paycheck next week and the week after that.  You have a car payment; 
you have kids; you have clothes to buy; you have tuition to pay; you have a house payment; you have 

bills.  You look down the road and you think, AA”an!  I have to have something so I can pay the bills a 

year from now, not just this week.”   
 
That fear will take the starch out of you.  It will cause you to be more interested in getting the bills paid 
than in getting the word out.  Take my word for it; I’ve been through it.  I know what it will do.  I have 
had to look that monster squarely in the eyeballs more than once and decide who I was going to serve, 
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and you are going to have to, too.  More than one fellow made a good beginning and faced the fear of 
financial need and quit, and you are going to have to face that.  That can ruin you.   
 
I’ll give you a verse:  2 Corinthians 9:8 [a verse that has gotten me through it more than once] “And God 
is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work;” 
 
God will make a special favor abound to you so you can do the good work He gave you to do if you will 
trust Him.   
 

 

2nd Corinthians 9:9 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath 
given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever.  

2nd Corinthians 9:10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both 
minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and 
increase the fruits of your righteousness;)  

2nd Corinthians 9:11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, 
which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.  

2nd Corinthians 9:12 For the administration of this service not only 
supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many 
thanksgivings unto God;  

2nd Corinthians 9:13 Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they 
glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and 
for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men;  

2nd Corinthians 9:14 And by their prayer for you, which long after you 
for the exceeding grace of God in you.  

Prayer produces worship and thanksgiving.  Write down 2 Corinthians 9:14, Philippians 1:4, Colossians 
1:3, 1 Thessalonians 1:2, 2 Timothy 1:3.   

 
Gentlemen, prayer offers the believer the opportunity to express to God our praise and our thanks for 
what he is, and who he is, and what he has done for us, and what he is going to do for us.  It offers us 
the opportunity to express to God our praise and thanks for our understanding of who he is, and what he 
is, and what he is going to do for us, and what he has done for us.  Prayer allows us to get tuned in on 
his wavelength.  It allows you to begin to think like he thinks, and that is godliness.  That is proper 
worship of God today. 
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It is absolutely unimaginable to me that those who have access to the God of heaven and earth, by 
grace, would fail to take advantage of it, and yet it happens.  It happens in your life.  And that spiritual 
activity that transforms doctrine from didactic understanding to living reality is prayer.  That is the thing 
that transforms it, because it allows you to have that activity of God the Holy Spirit that is not had, and 
does not function, in other ways.  We know what God expects of us, and we know what he expects us to 
expect from him.   
 
You are able to worship God, and be thankful to God, and express those things to him (express your 
thanks and worship to him for what he is, who he is, and what he has done for you, and what he is going 
to do).  When you can express to God your appreciation of your understanding of that, that enhances 
your accountability to God’s grace.   
 
I bought a car recently.  We went home, my wife and I, and said, “Thank God for a new car.”  And I did 
thank God for a new car, but you have to remember while I can actually do that, and do it scripturally 
and rightly, I do not mean that God Almighty caused me to ride down the street and pointed out the car I 
was supposed to have.  There was no special revelation involved.  It was not God saying, “Rick, there is 
the car over there, and I chose it for you.  Amen, there it is, stop and get it.”  It was not anything like 
that.  It was not going in and God working that unsaved salesman’s heart so that he can be tender 
towards you.   
 
But it also was not me not caring anything about what God thought I should do with a new car either.  It 
was a purchase of an automobile based on biblical principles of finances, of biblical principles, of a 
spiritual evaluation of what the actual need for the car was.  I am able to evaluate those type of things 
on the basis of my son-ship status – my responsibility that God gives me to make those decisions.   
 
We want God to make too many decisions – decisions that he told us that he equipped us to make.  And 
we are responsible to make those decisions.  And God has equipped me to make those decisions on the 
basis of my son-ship status, and the spiritual perception that he gives me, through the edification of the 
word of God.  He has instructed me to recognize the lust of the flesh. 
 
Someone was telling me about a young couple that went out and leased a Mercedes Benz.  They are 
twenty or twenty-one years old and they leased this car for five years or something.  The lease payment 
and the insurance payment were very expensive.  When they get through with the lease, do you know 
what they have?  They do not have anything because they rented the car; they did not buy it.  What 
could two human beings want with a car that expensive?   
 
Well, now they have gotten their lives straightened out with the Lord, and now they look at that and say, 
“That was a foolish decision.”  
  
You can make decisions in the lust of your flesh.  You can go out and buy things and put yourself in debt.  
You can go out and get in sin, and wreck your testimony, and wreck your life, and put yourself in 
bondage, and thereby hinder your ministry.  Or you can make decisions based on biblical principles that 
allow you to be free of those things.  And when you do that, that is God working. 
 
Today, God works through the influence of the principles of the word of God and your perception to walk 
accordingly.  Are you following what I am saying to you? 
 
Prayer, for the edification of the believer, produces motivation to function properly.  You are praying for 
all men that they might come to the knowledge of the truth.  It produces motivation to know truth and to 
function on the basis of it.  It produces joy and peace.  When you know the truth and you are functioning 
on the basis of it, the prayer produces joy and peace that is independent of circumstances.  It is based 
on what God is doing.  And it produces worship and thanksgiving to God in your heart. 



 

2nd Corinthians 9:15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.  

 

2nd Corinthians: 10 

Paul Defends His Ministry 

2nd Corinthians 10:1 Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness 
and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am base among you, but 
being absent am bold toward you:  

Do you see that?  I request that on the basis of love—by the meekness and gentleness of Christ.  You 
see the meekness and gentleness of Christ, I request you on the basis of that.  2 Corinthians 5:14 

 

2nd Corinthians 10:2 But I beseech you, that I may not be bold when I 
am present with that confidence, wherewith I think to be bold against 
some, which think of us as if we walked according to the flesh.  

2nd Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war 
after the flesh:  

Now wait a minute!  One verse says you are not in the flesh; the other verse says you are in the flesh, 
but you don’t war after the flesh.  One verse says if you are walking in the Spirit you are not in the flesh; 
the other verse says you are in the flesh but you are walking after the Spirit anyway. That is simply the 
difference between being geographically located in your body, which is what 2 Corinthians 10:3 is talking 
about, and the spiritual condition and the issue of walking under the law principle or the grace principle, 
the motivation principle by which you are walking. 
 
We have already discussed at some length how you and I as believers have what we, perhaps 
erroneously, call “two natures.”  We have: 
 
        Old Sin Nature          New Nature 
   Body   Soul   Spirit 
           Body of Sin 
  
I don’t mean it is erroneous to say we have two natures.  We do.  We have a new nature which is Christ 
in you by his Spirit.  The Body of Sin is genetically resident in your flesh just as your new nature is 
spiritually resident with your spirit.  Your soul is in between.  As long as your soul resides in this earthly 
“house of this tabernacle” you are on the planet.  This body is the vehicle that carries your soul and spirit 
around to its appointed duties and destinations on this earth.  Without your body, your soul and spirit 
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would not get around.  It came here tonight in your body.  But, that body is a body of sin and God said 
you are dead to sin; that body has been crucified with Christ and you are free from it.  You do not have 
to live under the dominion of that sin and the law principle that operates in it.  You work on the basis of 
grace which is the new nature walking in the Spirit. 
 
In Romans 12 Paul says (Romans 12:1) 
 
10:3-5 – “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down 
imaginations, [that is vain, empty, useless, purposeless thinking] and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, [you get rid of anything that keeps back your understanding of who you 
are in Christ], and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”   

 

2nd Corinthians 10:4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)  

Now notice what he says in verse 4 – “the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strong holds”.  What are the strong holds?  They are the imaginations and the 
high things that exalt themselves against the knowledge of God, taking our thought life captive.  Satan 
develops strong holds; he develops power bases in your life.  And those power bases are developed 
through mental attitude sins.   
 
How do you develop a strong hold – an area where Satan gets a power base in your life, an area where 
there is defeat rather than victory?  First, there is the thought – you think about it.  Then there is 
consideration of the issue – you don’t just think about it, but you begin to think on it.  You give 
consideration to the thing, and you begin to work on the thing in your mind, and you begin to brood over 
the thing.  Then, as you consider the thing, you will develop a positive attitude toward it.  So, then you 
develop an attitude that justifies it.  When you develop an attitude that accepts, and justifies it, and 
welcomes it, what are you going to do next?  You will go do it – the action.  And once you do it, then you 
do it again, and again, and again.  What do you have then?  You have a habit.  And when you have the 
habit, you have a strong hold; you have a power base. 
 
If you take a piece of thread and wrap it around your fingers, you can bust it apart.  But if you keep 
wrapping it, you will not be able to get your fingers apart, even though it is just a little piece of thin 
thread.  That is what a power base is like.   The way you give Satan a power base in your life is by 
mental attitude sins.  Every sin a man commits always begins with a mental attitude.  One man I know 
used to say, “No man commits a sin without a long process of evil thinking.” 
 
How are you going to put off the old man and put on the new man?  It is by the renewing of your mind.  
It is a thinking process.  You want to detect, and defeat, and destroy the strongholds, and you do that 
with the thoughts.  You bring every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.  You think first 
because that it where the victory is won, and that is where the presentation of your body is.   

 

2nd Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing 
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;  
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“Casting down imaginations.”  An imagination is human viewpoint.  It is something that you dream up, an 
idea, thought, scheme, plan that you develop on the basis of human viewpoint.  If you remember 
Romans 1, where we studied about imaginations, you understand where they come from.  They “became 
vein in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened”.  “Casting down imaginations,” in other 
words, get rid of human viewpoint.  
 
“And every high thing,”—every proud lofty thought—“that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God.”  
We take God's knowledge—the knowledge and viewpoint that comes from God—and anything that exalts 
itself against that, and what do you do?  You throw it away, and bring it into captivity.  Do you know 
what it is to put something in captivity?  You bind it up; you control it.  Bring what into captivity?  “Every 
thought.”  Captive to what?  “To the obedience of Christ.”  Do you see that mental attitude issue there?  
That doctrinal structure in your soul.  And what you are dealing with is mental attitude dynamics.  There 
is a living process that takes place as you renew your mind, as you bring your thinking process into 
captivity to the knowledge of God.  You throw out all the human viewpoint.   
 
When the details of life come—think of a detail in your life.  When it comes at you, that stimulus comes 
from without.  But where does God operate?  Out to in?  No, He works in to out.  Please don't forget 
that, will you?  Boy, I tell you, if you get a hold of that:  God puts His Word in you, and the Word in your 
soul works out.  God's method of operating today is not working from without to within.  It is not leading 
and guiding you by circumstances.  He is not putting things on you.  The Word is inside of you, the Spirit 
of God is inside of you, and you have been given a renewed ability to respond to the details of life from 
His viewpoint.  You can literally get to the place where you think like God thinks.  That is the key.  How 
do you do that?  You take the Word in, and store it up in your soul.  I have talked to you about this and 
when we get over next year into the issue of ambassadorship, we are going to study some things about 
the physiology of this. 
 
Here you have a guy who is sitting there and listening—taking in the Word.  It comes in his ear, and the 
Spirit takes it in, then the man through positive volition toward the sound doctrine takes that doctrine 
and stores it up in his soul.  He lays it up, and Paul is saying to us that as you store that information up, 
you store it up on the basis of the form, the pattern, putting it into proper order.  It is as though you put 
the information in the file cabinet of your soul, but if you don't put it in alphabetical order, are you going 
to be able to find it?  No.  You have to put it in the form of sound words.  You put it in the proper order 
and sequence—the right way. 
 
So you build up that information, and as you build up that information in your soul—as you put it in there 
and store it up—your conscience comes into play.  Remember this definition.  Your conscience is your 
system of norms and standards—the system by which you determine what is normal.  What is the 
standard by which you operate?  It is your conscience.  Often you will hear it referred to as your sense of 
moral blameworthiness.  That is, it is the ability that you have to decide when something is right, wrong, 
acceptable, or unacceptable.  That system of norms and standards is determined by the information in 
your mind.   
 
So as you take out the human viewpoint, take out the vain imaginations, take out things that oppose 
what Gods says, and put God's viewpoint in, what becomes your system of norms and standards?  To 
what do you become conformed?  To God's viewpoint; and you begin to look at the details of life the way 
God looks at them. 
 
Here is somebody, and they do something wrong to you, they offend you.  What do you do?  Smack 
them in the kisser?  That is what the old man did, wasn't it?  Wasn't that what you learned?  But what do 
you do?  You think about that detail the way that God thinks about it.  We are going to read verses in a 
few minutes where he begins to apply this renewed way of thinking to details in life to give you 
illustrations about what do to.  The key is to think about it the way God thinks about it.  
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2 Corinthians 10:3-5 – “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)”.  Notice that 
these are weapons of might.   
 
Now, you are going to read about the details of those weapons in Ephesians 6, and here they are not 
carnal, physical, fleshly things, but they are mighty through God.  They are spiritual weapons.  Verses 4,5 
– “(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds;) Casting down imaginations, (vain thoughts) and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”  It has to do 
with mental attitude things.  It has to do with doctrinal structure in your soul that brings your thinking 
process into captivity – into the obedience of Christ.  So, your thinking obeys what God is having done.   
 
I go through those passages so you understand this.  And there are other passages.  But, the issue of 
armour is not something new.  In Ephesians 6, Paul is talking about the armour that is designed to give 
you protection, not against the flesh and not against the world, but against the Adversary. It is designed 
to give you protection against Satan's policy of evil directed at the body of Christ, and at your ministry. 
Each one of these pieces of armour is a reference indirectly to the Lord Jesus Christ. Let me show you 
this. 
 
Turn to Isaiah 11.  And if you push these things too strongly in this regard, you can’t make them all this 
way.  But, my point to you is that when you are looking through the scripture for some help in 
understanding these things, it is interesting that each one of them is a reference to some aspect about 
the Lord.  Isaiah 11:5 

 

2nd Corinthians 10:6 And having in a readiness to revenge all 
disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.  

2nd Corinthians 10:7 Do ye look on things after the outward 
appearance? If any man trust to himself that he is Christ's, let him of 
himself think this again, that, as he is Christ's, even so are we Christ's.  

2nd Corinthians 10:8 For though I should boast somewhat more of our 
authority, which the Lord hath given us for edification, and not for your 
destruction, I should not be ashamed:  

2nd Corinthians 10:9 That I may not seem as if I would terrify you by 
letters.  

2nd Corinthians 10:10 For his letters, say they, are weighty and 
powerful; but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.  
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2nd Corinthians 10:11 Let such an one think this, that, such as we are in 
word by letters when we are absent, such will we be also in deed when 
we are present.  

2nd Corinthians 10:12 For we dare not make ourselves of the number, 
or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they 
measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves 
among themselves, are not wise.  

2nd Corinthians 10:13 But we will not boast of things without our 
measure, but according to the measure of the rule which God hath 
distributed to us, a measure to reach even unto you.  

2nd Corinthians 10:14 For we stretch not ourselves beyond our 
measure, as though we reached not unto you: for we are come as far as 
to you also in preaching the gospel of Christ:  

2nd Corinthians 10:15 Not boasting of things without our measure, that 
is, of other men's labours; but having hope, when your faith is 
increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule 
abundantly,  

Paul’s rule was that he would reach out with the gospel, only as far as the need was supplied for him to 
reach out, lest he stretch beyond measure.  That means lest he stretch beyond that which God has 
supplied.  Now you are going to see that in the ministry.   
 
Today, some of these ministries that get so gigantically big are always begging for money.  And the 

reason they beg for money, and talk about all the bills they cannot pay, is because they got too big too 
fast.  They saw this thing, and they reached way out to get it, and now they do not have the funds.  So 
they have to start screaming and squawking.  And that is not faith.   
 
And Paul’s rule was that he went and he stretched out as the funds (the means to carry it on) were 
provided.  Now there were a lot of ways that the means were provided.  There were all kinds of supplies, 
and so forth, given as well as finances, but the means had to be there in order to go.   

 
Let me say a couple of things to you about you and your finances, especially in the finances of the 
ministry.   
 
Financial integrity “plus” is a great advantage in Christian leadership.  It is a great advantage for you to 
go beyond the normal.  Gentlemen, we should be physically honest.  We should be honest with the way 
we handle money (take up money) and use it for what we say we will.  We should use it in an honest 

way, and see that it is spent the proper way.  Not only must you be honest, but also you have to give 



unmistakable evidence that you are honest.  You are not only to be honest but also make it very evident 
that you are.  Look at 2 Corinthians 8:20-21 and notice how Paul did this.  

 

2nd Corinthians 10:16 To preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, 
and not to boast in another man's line of things made ready to our 
hand.  

2nd Corinthians 10:17 But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.  

2nd Corinthians 10:18 For not he that commendeth himself is 
approved, but whom the Lord commendeth.  

 

 

2nd Corinthians: 11 

Paul and the False Apostles 

2nd Corinthians 11:1 Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my 
folly: and indeed bear with me.  

2nd Corinthians 11:2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I 
have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste 
virgin to Christ.  (Illustration) (Analogy = comparison, likeness, parallel, similarity) Relating to BOC 

(Israel= Isa 54:5, Jer 3:14) (Jehovah= Christ, Father, HS) (Eph 5: 23, Rom 7:4, 2Cor 11:2)  

 

In 2 Corinthians 11:2, Paul tells the Corinthians that he is jealous over them with a godly jealousy lest the 

same thing happen to you that happened to Eve back there.  Eve was deceived.  She was beguiled by 

the Serpent.  He threw a spell over her and took her away.  She was corrupted from the simplicity of the 

message.  And Paul told the Corinthians that he was worried about them, and that like Eve, they would 

be beguiled from the simplicity that is in Christ – just standing in him and letting that be enough.   

 
When man sinned, the crown went back.  He put himself in subjection to Satan, and Satan got the crown 
back on his head.  And do you know what Satan wants?  Satan’s plan and purpose, his original intent is 
in Isaiah 14:12-14. 
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2nd Corinthians 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent 
beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted 
from the simplicity that is in Christ.  

2 Corinthians 11:2-3 says: “For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to 
one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.  But I fear, lest by any means, as the 
serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, [his trickery] so your minds should be corrupted [that is 
perverted, like in the other passage] from the simplicity that is in Christ”.  That word simplicity means, 
“to be unmixed”.  He said, “I’m worried, and I’m afraid about you, because Satan wants to come in there 
and corrupt you, by mixing something together with Christ.”   
 
Do you remember how he beguiled Eve in Genesis 3?  He did it by: 
 
Questioning the word of God. 

Adding to the word of God. 
Subtracting from the word of God. 
Denying the word of God. 
Watering down the word of God. 
 
Satan questioned the word of God.  Eve added to it and subtracted from it, and then Satan denied it.  Do 
you remember all of those things? 

 
Continuing in 2 Corinthians 11:3: “as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should 
be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.”  That word “simplicity” does not mean “something that 
is simplistic – too simple, too easy.”  The word “simple” means “it is unmixed; it is not a complicated 
deal; it is not a bunch of ideas mixed together.”  “The simplicity that is in Christ” just means what he did 
is not mixed with anything that you do.  You do not add anything.  You do not take anything away.   
 
Satan’s tactic is to corrupt the simplicity that is in Christ, by mixing what Christ has done with a works 
program, with a works message, with a works invitation.  And we saw that in verse 15.  And we also saw 
that in 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 – how Satan seeks to destroy the grace gospel by adding works to it.  The 
issue is faith in the finished work of Christ.  Turn to 2 Corinthians 3:12 
 
Have you been studying about the serpent beguiling Eve through his subtilty?  Haven’t we been talking 
about that in Genesis 3 in another class?  He said, “I fear, lest your minds should be corrupted from the 
simplicity that is in Christ.”  It is a mental attitude sin.  Do you see that? 
 
2 Corinthians 11:2-3 Paul talks to the Corinthians and he says, “I am jealous over you with godly 
jealousy… lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve … so your minds should be corrupted from the 
simplicity that is in Christ”.   
 
He says, “so you won’t be corrupted from the simplicity of just standing fast in the Lord.”  He doesn't 
want them to be beguiled and have a spell cast on them by seducing spirits teaching doctrines of devils, 
that will draw them away, and dislodge them from the position that they have in Christ.  2 Timothy 3:8 
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2nd Corinthians 11:4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, 
whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye 
have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye 
might well bear with him.  

2 Corinthians 11:4 says: “For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, 
[something other than Paul’s message] or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or 
another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him”.  Where does that “other 

Jesus” and that “other spirit” and that “other gospel” come from?  2 Corinthians 11:13-14: 
 
Somebody comes up and says, “Jesus said ….”  Well, you better ask them, “Which Jesus?”  Somebody 
says, “Well, the gospel says …”  You better ask them, “What gospel?”  Somebody says, “I got the Spirit”.  
You better say, “Which spirit; which one?”  You better be careful. 
Just because you are out there preaching in the name of Jesus and all that stuff, don’t think there is not 
a lot of tom foolery going on out there in the world in the name of Jesus.  But, it’s the wrong Jesus. 

 
There’s a verse (Deuteronomy 32:31) that says, “For their rock is not as our Rock.”  That’s it!  In 1 
Corinthians 10:4, our Rock is Christ.  2 Corinthians 11:13 

 

2nd Corinthians 11:5 For I suppose I was not a whit behind the very 
chiefest apostles.  

For I suppose I was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles. 
 
Folks, he had the signs of an apostle that caused the Gentiles to listen to his word, and believe, and get 
saved.  The signs of an apostle are given to establish his apostolic authority.  Mark 16:20 talks about the 
signs of Israel’s apostles.  Mark 16:20 
 
There is an absolute fascinating symmetry between Peter and Paul in Acts.  It’s a standard thing in your 
Bible:  Moses, for example, ministered to Israel.  When he died, Joshua took his place.  Elijah ministered 
to Israel, and his mantle falls off on Elisha.  Elisha is Elijah’s minister.  Joshua is Moses’ minister.  Joshua 
carries on just what Moses does.  Elisha carries on what Elijah does.   
 
Jesus Christ begins His ministry and goes away.  Luke tells you that Peter and the eleven carry on His 
ministry.  He works through Peter and the eleven to carry on the ministry that you read about over there 
in Luke; but the nation Israel refuses it, so the Lord Jesus Christ chooses another minister, the apostle 
Paul, to replace this ministry.  Luke, in his book, demonstrates that so clearly.  He lays out Peter’s 
ministry and Paul’s ministry.   
 
I have twenty-four parallels listed.  If you have J. Sidlow Baxter’s book, he has eight good ones listed.  
Let me give you twenty-four, and you can glean out more than these.   
 
These are parallels that demonstrate that what Peter does in early Acts, Paul does exactly the same.  
Paul said, “I am not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles.” (2 Corinthians 11:5)  Everything Peter 
does, Luke says that Paul does.  Don’t tell me that it is not by design.  Do you know what that tells you?  
You have an absolute equality and independent apostleship over here in Paul, and he completely replaces 
the one before him.   
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Peter received a new name (John 1:42).               Paul got a new name, he was called Saul (Acts 13).  
 
Peter was baptized by the Spirit (Acts 2).        Paul was separated by the Spirit (Acts 13).  
 
Peter was thought to be drunk (Acts 2).               Paul was thought to be mad (Acts 26). 
 
Peter’s first sermon (Acts 2).         Paul’s first sermon (Acts 13). 
 
Peter heals a lame man (Acts 3).             Paul heals a lame man (Acts 14).   
 
Peter strikes with death (Acts 5).        Paul strikes with blindness (Acts 13). 
 
Peter’s first miracle was dispensational (Acts 3).         Paul’s first miracle was dispensational (Acts 13).  
Peter repudiates silver and gold (Acts 3).            Paul repudiates silver and gold (Acts 20). 
 
Peter is arrested (Acts 4).                           Paul is arrested. 
 
Peter stands before the council (Acts 4).            Paul stands before the council (Acts 23). 
 
Peter’s action produces fear (Acts 5).                 Paul’s actions produce fear (Acts 19). 
 
Peter’s shadow had healing virtue (Acts 5).    Paul’s body gave handkerchiefs healing virtue (Acts 19). 
 
Peter benefits by the liberality of Gamaliel (Acts 5)   Paul benefits by the liberality of Gallio at Corinth 
(Acts 18).  
 
Peter communicates the Spirit by the laying on of hands (Acts 8).   Paul communicates the Spirit by 
laying on of hands (Acts 19). 
     
Do you see how that works?  I look at that, and I say, “Wow!”  That fascinates me.  Don’t let anybody 
come along and say, “We’re robbing Peter to pay Paul.”  Horse feathers.  Everything Peter had, God gave 
Paul something else.  When we finish this, I am going to show you a comparison between Luke’s gospel 
and Acts where what Christ does shows up in almost the same words in Paul.  That is why Luke is 
important, you see.   
 
Peter condemned Simon the sorcerer (Acts 8).      Paul condemned Bar-jesus the 
sorcerer (Acts 13). 
 
Peter raises Dorcas from the dead (Acts 9).       Paul raises Eutychus from the 
dead (Acts 20). 
 
Peter’s first Gentile convert, Cornelius, had a Latin name (Acts 10).  Paul’s first Gentile 
convert had a Latin name, Paul (Acts 13). 
 
Peter has a vision at mid-day and hears a voice (Acts 10).    Paul has a vision at mid-day and 
hears a voice (Acts 9).  
 
Peter is almost worshipped by Cornelius (Acts 10).   Paul is almost worshipped by 
the Lycaonians (Acts 14). 
 
Peter is delivered from prison by an angel.            Paul is delivered from prison by 
an earthquake. 
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Peter goes immediately to the house of Mary.      Paul goes immediately to the 
house of Lydia. 
 
Peter said he was ready for prison and death for the Lord’s sake.  Paul said he was ready for 
prison and death for the Lord’s sake. 
 
Peter was not taught by flesh and blood.          Paul conferred not with 
flesh and blood. 
 
Peter winds up in Babylon.           Paul winds up in Rome.   
 
I read that and say, “Bless God!  Hallelujah!”  There isn’t any man you ever met who could write a book 
and do all that and intertwine it together.    
 
Not only is there an equality where Paul perfectly replaces Peter, there is a parallel between the Lord and 
His servant, Paul.  The Lord at work in person in the Gospel of Luke is reflected by Luke.  When the Lord 
writes about His work in Paul, Luke says that the Lord was at work in person back there, but now He is 
working over here in Paul.  I am going to give you comparative quotes from Luke and Acts.   
 
The Lord, as His custom was, went into the synagogue and stood up to read. Paul, as his manner 
was, went into the synagogue and reasoned out of the Scripture. 
 
The Lord healed all that were sick.          Paul healed all that 
were sick in Acts 28.    
 
The Lord enraged all His hearers by referring to the blessing of Gentiles.  Paul enraged his 
hearers by referring to the blessing of Gentiles.   
 
The Lord’s life is plotted against by the chief priests and scribes.   Paul’s life is plotted 
against by the Jews. 
 
The Lord is charged before Pilate with perverting the nation, forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, and 
saying He, Himself, was King. 
 
Paul is accused before Felix and Festus of sedition,   speaking against Caesar; and in Thessalonica, of 
teaching there is another king—one Jesus. 
 
The Lord revealed to the twelve that He had to go up to Jerusalem.  The prophets had foretold His 
delivery to the Gentiles, His shameful treating, His death and resurrection.   
Paul is warned by prophecy that at Jerusalem he will be bound and delivered into the hands of the 
Gentiles. 
 
The Lord is apprehended while in prayer in Gethsemane.    Paul is apprehended 
while in prayer in the temple. 
 
The Lord is smitten by those who held Him.       Paul is smitten in the 
mouth by order of the high priest.  
 
The Lord stands before Herod.           Paul stands before 
Herod (Acts 23).   
 
The multitude cries, “Away with Him!”          The multitude cries, 
“Away with such a fellow!” to Paul.   
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Pilate arrests the Lord but attests to His innocence.    Agrippa attests to Paul’s 
innocence. 
 
One of the malefactors says, “This Man hath done nothing amiss.”   Agrippa says, 
“This man doeth nothing worth of death or of bonds.”   
 
The Lord was forsaken by all the disciples at His trial.    Paul was forsaken by all 
men at his first defense. 
 
Luke talks about “as His custom was.”          Acts says about Paul, 
“As his manner was.”   
Luke talks about Christ being thrust out of the city.       Luke says, “They drew 
[Paul] out of the city.” 
 
Christ [was] delivered unto the Gentiles.         Paul [was] delivered 
into the hands of the Gentiles. 
 
They sought to destroy Christ.           They sought to kill Paul. 
 
“We find no fault with this Man.”          “We find no evil in this 
man.” 
 
Nothing worthy of death.           Nothing worthy of 
death.   
 
What I am saying is, as far as Luke was concerned, you study the life of Christ in Luke when He is there 
in person, and then come over here to the apostle Paul, and you see parallels.  Then you’ve got Peter 
and Paul in Acts.  Luke writes Volume One and Volume Two, so you understand that Peter was the 
minister of Christ, but so was Paul, and these two men were equals in that capacity.   
 

 

2nd Corinthians 11:6 But though I be rude in speech, yet not in 
knowledge; but we have been throughly made manifest among you in 
all things.  

2nd Corinthians 11:7 Have I committed an offence in abasing myself 
that ye might be exalted, because I have preached to you the gospel of 
God freely?  

2nd Corinthians 11:8 I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to 
do you service.  

2nd Corinthians 11:9 And when I was present with you, and wanted, I 
was chargeable to no man: for that which was lacking to me the 



brethren which came from Macedonia supplied: and in all things I have 
kept myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will I keep 
myself.  

2nd Corinthians 11:10 As the truth of Christ is in me, no man shall stop 
me of this boasting in the regions of Achaia.  

2nd Corinthians 11:11 Wherefore? because I love you not? God 
knoweth.  

2nd Corinthians 11:12 But what I do, that I will do, that I may cut off 
occasion from them which desire occasion; that wherein they glory, 
they may be found even as we.  

2nd Corinthians 11:13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.  

They don’t come in saying that the devil sent them, but they say that Christ or God sent them.   

 

2nd Corinthians 11:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed 
into an angel of light.  

“For such [that is the guy that comes in and preaches this other one] are false apostles, deceitful 
workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.  And no marvel; for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light”.   
 
These men come in like they are ambassadors for Christ.  But they are really ambassadors for Satan.  Do 
you see that?  Now these men are saved people, with the wrong message.  Now what is the message?  2 
Corinthians 11:15: 
 
They come in preaching righteousness and telling you that you should do good works.  They minister 
self-righteousness, and they damn people to hell by telling them that they need to do good works.  The 
only thing that God will accept to save a man is the work of Christ at Calvary.  2 Thessalonians 2:9 

 

2nd Corinthians 11:15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also 
be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be 
according to their works.  
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Satan and Christ both have ministers.  Jesus Christ sends out ministers; Satan sends out ministers (2 
Corinthians 11:13-15).  
 
Q:  Paul warns about guys who disguise themselves as ministers of righteous.  These guys are trying to 
disguise themselves as ministers of that kingdom, preaching that kingdom today.  
 
A:  You should be able to understand now what Paul means when he says that they transformed 
themselves into the ministers of righteousness, out of chapter 9:30-32, and the first part of 10.  Those 
guys are Scriptural; they are giving people the works of righteousness.  They are teaching them to go 
about and establish their own righteousness.  You’re right.  They are coming in there putting this messed 
up Jewish doctrine on the people of Corinth.  Jesus said:  you are of your father, the devil, to unbelieving 
Israel.  They are Satanically lead.  They’re ministers of Satan.  They are the children of disobedience in 
Ephesians 2, in whom the spirit of Satan operates—the unbelieving Jews during Paul’s day.  
  
Do you know who they are today?  They are not a bunch of folks in the honky tonks.  They have picked 
up Israel's program, and are sticking it on you today.  If God Almighty doesn't lead a man to follow the 
Matthew 28 commission, who would?  The religious system.  And folks, the guy who runs the religious 
system shows up right over here in the tribulation, as the head of it.   
 
“Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; 
whose end shall be according to their works”.  They come in with a message, and they are preaching 
righteousness.  What is righteousness?  It is good works, isn’t it?  They come in with a message of good 
works.  Do you know what righteousness is?  Isn’t that justification?  Isn’t it being justified and declared 
righteousness?  How are they telling you to be declared righteous?  They are telling you by justification 
by works.  And they come in and preach that stuff, and when they do, they pervert the gospel of the 
grace of God.   
 
Let me show you something.  Keep your hand in 2 Corinthians 11, and come back to chapter 4.  Satan 
understands something about grace that most Christians never understand.  He understands that if you 
add works in any shape and in any form to grace, you destroy grace.  You cancel it out and grace is no 
more grace.  You can believe that Christ died for your sins, and he was buried, and that he rose again.  
But if you just come along with a little twist after that and add works (believe in Jesus plus something 
else), you destroy the value that God has on the cross.  The cross is of no effect for you.  God takes his 
grace out of the message that contains works, and will not let it function.  It doesn’t have any place 
there, and you are going to see verses on that in a minute.  2 Corinthians 4:3 
 
2 Corinthians 11:15 says: “Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers” [Satan’s ministers].  Listen 
people, the guys in 2 Corinthians 11 are not lost people.  They are simply a part of Satan’s policy of evil.  
And hence, they are not ambassadors for Christ.  They are not speaking Christ’s message.  They are not 
speaking a message of grace.  They are speaking a message that reflects Satan’s perversion of the 
gospel of grace.  And when you proclaim a perverted gospel, you are Satan’s ambassador.  Now that is 
serious.  Turn to 1 Timothy 4:1 

 

Paul's Sufferings as an Apostle 

2nd Corinthians 11:16 I say again, Let no man think me a fool; if 
otherwise, yet as a fool receive me, that I may boast myself a little.  
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2nd Corinthians 11:17 That which I speak, I speak it not after the Lord, 
but as it were foolishly, in this confidence of boasting.  

2nd Corinthians 11:18 Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will glory 
also.  

2nd Corinthians 11:19 For ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves 
are wise.  

All these people out here are tooting their own horn, and Paul said, “I will toot mine too, for you suffer 
fools gladly.”  The fools are the ones back in the early part of the chapter who are a bunch of false 
prophets, false teachers, false apostles.  You suffer fools gladly, seeing you yourselves as wise.  You 
think that you are so smart, but you let that bunch of knuckle heads take advantage of you. 
 

19  For ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise. [You guys think you are so smart, you have 
a bunch of fools running you.] 

 

2nd Corinthians 11:20 For ye suffer, if a man bring you into bondage, if 
a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a man exalt himself, if a man 
smite you on the face.  

Notice, if a man brings you into bondage, if a man devours you—this dude just comes in there, and puts 
a chain on you, and eats you out of house and home.  If a man take of you—I mean, that dude is coming 
in there, and taking up offerings, and taking stuff away from you coming and going.  He has you bound 
in the round, and is putting the screws on you, and he is just sucking everything that you have away 
from you.  If a man exalt himself, if a man just kicks you around mercilessly, you just think it is so 
wonderful.  The preacher has them in the palm of his hand, and they are getting offerings, and they are 
getting everything that they want, anytime.  The people allow themselves to be in bondage to this bunch 
of dudes—to the denominational system that these guys are promoting.  Paul came along and showed 
them the truth, and do you know what they did to Paul?  They got mad at him.   
 
Now I know that some of you guys think that all you have to do is go around and show this wonderful 
stuff to people, and they are going to flock to it like bees after honey.  But listen, you have another think 
coming, because you are going to have to fight tooth and nail with the religious system to get it across to 
them.  Those preachers are not going to want you to get this message to people, because you are going 
to take away all those preachers have.  To the Galatians, Paul says, “they zealously affect you, but not 
well; yea, they would exclude you, that ye might affect them.” (4:17).  He said:  they are trying to get 
you under their authority, and out from under my authority.  They want you under their thumb, so that 
they can make a fair show in the flesh, (6:12), and have you build them up—exalt them.  That goes on 
everyday of the week, and every Sunday of every week since Paul came on the scene in the dispensation 
of grace.    
 
The only way that you are going to ever have a ministry that is established, that isn't tossed to and fro, 
and thrown like that constantly, is to get yourself first, and then the people you minister to, built on that 
foundation.  You had better teach them how to walk as sons.  You had better learn to do it first yourself.  
I didn't mean to get off on all that, but I went through the verses in Corinthians, because I want you to 



understand how those books illustrate and amplify what he is teaching you here.  We live in a Corinthian 
age, and this stuff goes on every day.    
 
Now if you go back to Romans 8, we are led of the Spirit.  That is, we are given the privilege, and the 
opportunity, of manifesting the dignity of our position in Christ, and the liberty that is ours to serve Him—
our freedom to serve Him—not freedom to live any way we want to, (we were doing that before)—but to 
serve Him.  Verse 15.  Romans 8:15 
 
20  For ye suffer, if a man bring you into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a man 
exalt himself, if a man smite you on the face. [slaps  you in the face, man, and you just let him get away 
with it.] 
 
You see, these people were in the palms of the preachers’ hands, and they allowed themselves to be 
placed into bondage, and had people take stuff from them, and control them, and run them.  And when 
Paul came in there to try to show them their freedom in Christ, do you know what they did?  They got 
mad at him, and they hated him for his trouble.  They didn't appreciate it.  Why?  You mean they wanted 
to be in bondage?  That's right.  Do you know why?  They are children.  Do you know what children like?  
I have three children, and I know something about raising kids practically, and I know something about it 
scripturally.  Do you know what children want?  Children want lines of demarcation.  They want 
somebody to tell them:  there is the boundary, don't go beyond it.  And if they go beyond it, they want 
somebody to get them and put them back inside the boundary.   
 

There is security in Momma and Daddy's discipline.  You know that if you have kids.  If you are any kind 
of a Momma and Daddy at all, you know that there is security and peace and rest for your little guys in 
your discipline, and in the bounds that you set for them.  But when they get to be 12, 14, 16, and 18 
years old, what happens?  They don't want the bounds anymore, do they?  Why?  They are growing up, 
and you begin to take them through that growing process out of childhood into adulthood. 
 
Paul is saying:  Hey, you guys are adults, you’re not babies.  God just made you a full grown adult.  Do 
you know what you are supposed to do?  You are to decide for yourself if you are going to buy that old 
rusted out automobile or not.  Daddy tried to talk his boy out of buying it, and he went ahead and 
bought it anyway.  Well, your Daddy tried to talk you out of buying one, and you bought it anyway, didn’t 
you?  Sure.  They function as adults.  The Corinthians weren't doing that.  They got mad when Paul came 
in there, and tried to make them function as adults.  People are going to do that to you.  Liberty—you are 
free to function as a son, and nobody but nobody is to come along and put you into religious bondage; 
and when you put yourself under it, you’re outside of the will of God for you.   

 

2nd Corinthians 11:21 I speak as concerning reproach, as though we 
had been weak. Howbeit whereinsoever any is bold, (I speak foolishly,) I 
am bold also.  

2nd Corinthians 11:22 Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? 
so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I.  
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2nd Corinthians 11:23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I 
am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in 
prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.  

2nd Corinthians 11:24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes 
save one.  

2nd Corinthians 11:25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, 
thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep;  

2nd Corinthians 11:26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils 
of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, 
in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in 
perils among false brethren;  

2nd Corinthians 11:27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, 
in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.  

2nd Corinthians 11:28 Beside those things that are without, that which 
cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.  

2nd Corinthians 11:29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is 
offended, and I burn not?  

2nd Corinthians 11:30 If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things 
which concern mine infirmities.  

2nd Corinthians 11:31 The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie not.  

2nd Corinthians 11:32 In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king 
kept the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend 
me:  

2nd Corinthians 11:33 And through a window in a basket was I let down 
by the wall, and escaped his hands.  



 

2nd Corinthians: 12 

Paul's Visions and His Thorn 

2nd Corinthians 12:1 It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will 
come to visions and revelations of the Lord.  

Now, here is guy and he says, “I can’t tell if he is in the body or out of the body, but he is up there in 
glory.”  Why couldn’t he tell if he was in the body or out of the body?  Can’t you tell if you are in your 
body or out?  Couldn’t you tell if you were alive or dead?  Well, the indication is that when you die, you 
are not unconscious.  You know what is going on.  You are not going to hover around the earth and 
watch people cry, and moan over you, and make sure they split up your inheritance right, and all of that 
stuff.   
 
The point is that when your soul steps out of your body, your soul has a bodily shape just like your 
physical body does.  And Paul said, “When I got out of my body, when they stoned me and I was dead, I 
looked and saw a hand.”  But, I said, “My body is down there and I’m here, but look at my hand.”  He 
says, “whether in the body, I cannot tell.”   

 

2nd Corinthians 12:2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, 
(whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot 
tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven.  

Continuing in 2 Corinthians 12:2 – “such an one caught up to the third heaven.  And I knew such a man, 
(whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;).”  He says that twice.  There is 
something there for you.  He was caught up to the third heaven. 

 

2nd Corinthians 12:3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or 
out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;)  

2nd Corinthians 12:4 How that he was caught up into paradise, and 
heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.  

Now what does verse 4 say?  “How that he was caught up into paradise.”  Then where is paradise in 2 
Corinthians 12?   
 
Previously, it was in the heart of hearth.  In Luke 23:43, Jesus, while on the cross, talks to the thief; and 
he says, “Today, you’ll be with me in paradise.”  Jesus went to the heart of the earth after his death, so 
paradise obviously is in the heart of the earth.  Now, Paul says paradise is in the third heaven.  So, it has 
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been moved.  No doubt, it has been moved, but whether or not it was moved on the basis of Ephesians 4 
is the question.  And that is real doubtful.  Hebrews 12:22 

 

2nd Corinthians 12:5 Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not 
glory, but in mine infirmities.  

2nd Corinthians 12:6 For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a 
fool; for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man should 
think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of 
me.  

2nd Corinthians 12:7 And lest I should be exalted above measure 
through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a 
thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be 
exalted above measure.  

2 Corinthians 12:7-9 – “And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the 
revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh (Paul had so much of a privileged position, God 
gave him a thorn in the flesh, a problem.) the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted 
above measure.  For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. (He prayed three 
times for God to take it away from him.)  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness.”   
 
Oh, guys, that is what hurts so bad.  It is okay if we are exalted, isn’t it?  Does it ever hurt your feelings 
to have somebody say something nice about you, or lift you up? 
 
I told you guys, from time to time, that I am a lot more comfortable when people throw rocks, than when 
they applaud for me.  And the reason is passages like this – because that old man likes the accolades, 
and the applause, and the approbation, but he doesn't like to be made to look weak, does he?   
 
By the way, Paul has a thorn in the flesh that was inflicted by God.  He prays three times for God to heal 
him, and God tells him, “No”.  So, somebody says, “See, we ought to pray for God to heal us today 
because God inflicts us with physical infirmities right?”  Well, it is okay if you want to pray and ask God to 
heal you, and expect him to do it.  But what will happen the next time he says to you, “My grace is 
sufficient for you”?  (This is an Acts period experience, when those things were in order.)   
 
Paul is having direct communication with the Lord, and he doesn't write in the bible and say, “My grace is 
sufficient.”  But, he says, “Paul, my grace is sufficient for you.”  See that is direct revelation – 
communication.  And this is still while the sign gifts were in order, and there are some things going on 
here that do not operate today, but the principle of grace still operates.   
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2nd Corinthians 12:8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it 
might depart from me.  

2nd Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me.  

2 Corinthians 12:9 – “Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities.”  Why is he willing to glory 
in his infirmities?  Why is he willing to look at his problems and say, “It is okay, I rejoice in them, and I 
am glad to have them”?  Well, he says, “Most gladly therefore will I do that.”  Well, the “therefore” refers 
back to the statement “My grace is sufficient … my strength is made perfect in your weakness”.   
 
So, if you want to be strong, what do you need to be?  You need to be weak – “Most gladly therefore will 

I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  Therefore I take pleasure in 
infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake.”   
 
Do you know what an infirmity is?  Well, an infirmary is what they call a hospital, a place where sick folks 
go.  An infirmity is a sickness, a bodily illness.  Paul doesn't say that he is going to the healer to get 
healed.  He said, “I take it and I am glad – in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for 
Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.”   

 
Now, he is not saying that he is glad when he gets sick.  It does not mean I am glad when somebody 
gets mad at me and cusses me out, or I am glad when I don’t have any money to spend and that kind of 
thing.   
 
He says, “I am glad when those things happen for Christ’s sake.  I am out here serving Christ; and I am 
going to burn out for the Lord instead of rust out for the devil”, as they say.  If I am serving him, and 
spending and being spent, and that results in some bodily infirmity, he says, “That’s fine”.  If it results in 
me not having any money, that is fine.  If it results in me not having a new set of clothes, that is fine, if it 
is for Christ’s sake and not just for my laziness or my lack of attention to my health and that kind of 
thing.  “For when I am weak, then am I strong.”   
 
Gentlemen, it is not the natural attitude for a man to want to appear to be weak.  We want to appear 
strong, don’t we?  But, folks, grace has fixed it so that when we appear weak, then we are strong.  You 
need to remember, gentlemen, in your ministry (2 Corinthians 5:7) “We walk by faith, not by sight.”  You 
are going to be tempted over and over again, in your ministry, to judge things and evaluate things on the 
basis of sight, but we don’t walk that way.  We walk by faith, by the doctrine in the book, and you don’t 
want to forget Satan’s Plan B.   
 
Do you remember how we talked about that?  
 
Plan A, get the message, destroy the message.   
Plan B, get the messenger – intimidate him, stop him, discourage him, and make him quit operating 
properly.   
 
He will come against you, and intimidate you, and try to cause you to look at circumstances, and 
conclude that God is against you on the basis of circumstantial evidence.  But, if you walk by faith, in the 
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doctrine, you would have confidence to know that what you are doing is right, regardless of its 
appearance, (apparent success or failure in the world). 
 
One time, I was talking to Pastor Dennis Kazonis, and we were talking about why, seemingly, the people 
that understand more advanced truth, (for example the grace message in the scripture), always seems to 
be in such a small minority.  Dennis said something to me and I never forgot it.  In effect it was simply 
this: I believe that the Lord lets it be that way in order to make that passage a reality.  It is because of 
this principle.  It is in your weakness, in the seeming insignificance of who you are, that his strength is 
made perfect. 
 
Gentlemen, do you realize that you will always have an influence in your ministry that far exceeds any 
relationship to the size or proportion that you have.  This ministry, at the Bible Society, has an impact 
across the United States and around the world that far exceeds our physical and numerical size.  Do you 
know what that is?  That is his strength made perfect in weakness.  2 Corinthians 4:7 

 

2nd Corinthians 12:10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in 
reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's 
sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.  

The nature of this age is grace.  Grace says human flesh, human ability and strength is of absolutely no 
value – death to the flesh.  We learned that about justification, didn’t we?  Now that you understand 

that, you realize you strength is not in your flesh. 
 
Did you ever wonder why the Grace Movement is so small?  A little group here – a little group there?  
They seem small and insignificant but there are a great number of them.  Why does it never grow into a 
large monolithic organization?  Remember the nature of grace is that in your weakness and your 
littleness God is made great. 
 

We can rejoice in our problems because we know they don’t come from God’s wrath but that in his great 
love for us, he can work greater things in us through his grace.  The difficulties that come along are for 
the purpose of making us a more accurate reflection of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Spirit of God takes 
his word and changes us from glory to glory. 
 
Notice what these verses say about the value and esteem God has for us. (Romans 5:6-8) 
 

Isn’t that wonderful? God didn’t short-change you when He changed the program.  God fixed you up just 
fine.  Listen, ill-equipped, carnal believers today look in the Bible and look at the earthly promises to 
Israel rather than setting their affection on heavenly things.  All they see is what they can touch and hold 
on to; so they turn in the Bible to where healing campaigns are in effect and say, “That’s what I want 
God to do for me.” 
 
I have told you before that you are not big enough to force God to do something He doesn’t intend to do.  

It isn’t going to do you any good, but will cause you complete, total frustration to try to make Him.  What 
you want to do is to recognize where these things are in God’s program.  The reason why you need to do 
that is because Satan counterfeits them.  These are things God isn’t doing today.  But folks, know that 
Satan can do them, and he will produce them.  He does them to deceive and to ensnare you.  In 
Matthew Christ says that those healers are workers of iniquity.  They might do them in the name of 
Christ; but my friend, it is Satanic, it is evil and wicked.  You need to be prepared today, just like those 
saints in the tribulation need to be prepared so they won’t be caught up in it.  Revelation 16:13-14 
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So prayer produces peace and joy.  We do not have time to look at these passages now, but write down 
2 Corinthians 12:7-10, 1 Thessalonians 3:10, 1 Timothy 2:2.  You study those passages and you will see 
how prayer produces joy and peace in the life of a believer.  It motivates him to function properly, and 
then it produces peace because of that. 
 
Though our outward man perish—and it may if the Lord doesn’t come back for us and rapture us away 
and give us our new body.  Our body is going to perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.  The 
victory of grace is that this light affliction which is but for a moment, works and produces in my life some 
rewards, “a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 
 
So I can say with Paul, “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”  As a child of God intelligently understands that 
realm of knowledge, he is going to walk by faith in the program that God has in operation today.  He 
finds in his heavenly Father all the comfort and the grace from “the God of all comfort” that he will ever 
need, not just to get through the problems, but to minister the same comfort to them which are in any 
trouble wherewith he himself is comforted of God.   
 
In order to bring in the time when everybody has perfect health, He has to bring in the kingdom.  To do 
that, He has to bring in the tribulation, and in order to do that, He has to end the dispensation of grace.  
So if He is going to let the dispensation of grace go longer, then all of that has to be postponed, but 
while God postpones that kingdom age, He doesn’t leave us here without any ministry of comfort.   
 
What God does is take your sufferings, and because of the nature of the age, God is touched with the 
feelings of our infirmities, but the thing is, He has met our needs completely and totally. You don’t have 
to live under the tyranny of fear and shame.  What you can do is bask in the sunlight of God’s rich love 
and grace to you manifest in the face of the Lord Jesus Christ.  That is a wonderful thing.  My friend, that 
doesn’t take anything away from you.  That adds a dimension to your spiritual life that is the answer.  
Many times I have stood by people and have seen them cry bitter, scalding tears about why God isn’t 
healing them, or why isn’t God doing this or that when the answer is clear in Scripture why “we suffer in 
pain together with all creation until now,” Paul says in Romans 8.  You’re going to do it until the Lord 
comes and gives you a new body.  Wouldn’t you rather have an instant healing program with the rapture, 
anyway?  I would. 
 
You know the Lord can minister to you.  That is not the point.  My point is that He does minister to you, 
and what He ministers is grace.  I tell you something folks, when you get that strength in the inner man, 
often times it has real salutary effects on others in many ways, emotionally and physically.   
 
But understand that the prophetic program is not in operation today.  This program is the kingdom 
program, and in that kingdom the lame man is going to leap like a hart.  Have you ever seen a deer 
jump?  Bill goes deer hunting every year.  He has never killed anything yet with that bow.  I killed a 
twelve-point buck one time, the only deer I ever killed, with a sixty-gauge.  Did you ever see a sixty-
gauge?  It is a big old Plymouth with four wheels.  We came down a little incline over a bridge around 
midnight, and the lights came up, and that deer just jumped out of nowhere, and wham!  It scared us to 
death, and it just tore the car in pieces.  
 
That’s the way this guy here was—leaping up like a hart, stood, just what the nation Israel is going to do, 
typically.  Acts 3:8-11 
 

 

Concern for the Corinthian Church 
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2nd Corinthians 12:11 I am become a fool in glorying; ye have 
compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in 
nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing.  

2nd Corinthians 12:12 Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought 
among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.  

2nd Corinthians 12:13 For what is it wherein ye were inferior to other 
churches, except it be that I myself was not burdensome to you? 
forgive me this wrong.  

2nd Corinthians 12:14 Behold, the third time I am ready to come to 
you; and I will not be burdensome to you: for I seek not yours, but you: 
for the children ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for 
the children.  

2nd Corinthians 12:15 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; 
though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.  

I’m willing to invest myself; I’m willing to have people come along and take advantage of me, and you’re 
going to do that with a happy heart unless you keep yourself spiritually right.  The first thing it takes is 
spiritual perception.  You have to be right; you’re going to have to spend some time on your knees 
before God – that’s what it’s going to take.  If you think you can preach, carry on a ministry, go out and 
witness and you don’t have to spend some time on your face before God, you haven’t considered what’s 
going to be going on, but you’re going to learn somewhere down the line that that’s what it takes.  If 
that’s what it takes, then God Almighty will let happen in your life the natural consequences of your poor 
choices, wrong decisions and inability to see things rightly.  That will put you on your face before Him.  
That flat will, and He will be there when you get there, and He will be saying, “See?  I told you.”  You’ll 
learn. 
 
If God is ever going to use you, you’re going to have to learn it because it comes from inside.  One 
Sunday at church at brother said that he was glad when he learned that God isn’t doing things from the 
outside today - circumstances - but He’s working within.  You put that doctrine in your soul and then it 
works out.  That’s how God works today.  He works out through the believers.  He works through the 
doctrine in the body of Christ.  That’s how God works, and if He works through you, it’s going to be that 
way.  Spiritual perception is important.  You’re going to have to be spiritually awake, ready and instant.  
That takes work, diligence and personal discipline. 

 

2nd Corinthians 12:16 But be it so, I did not burden you: nevertheless, 
being crafty, I caught you with guile.  



2nd Corinthians 12:17 Did I make a gain of you by any of them whom I 
sent unto you?  

2nd Corinthians 12:18 I desired Titus, and with him I sent a brother. Did 
Titus make a gain of you? walked we not in the same spirit? walked we 
not in the same steps?  

2nd Corinthians 12:19 Again, think ye that we excuse ourselves unto 
you? we speak before God in Christ: but we do all things, dearly 
beloved, for your edifying.  

2nd Corinthians 12:20 For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you 
such as I would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye would 
not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, 
whisperings, swellings, tumults:  

2nd Corinthians 12:21 And lest, when I come again, my God will humble 
me among you, and that I shall bewail many which have sinned already, 
and have not repented of the uncleanness and fornication and 
lasciviousness which they have committed.  

2nd Corinthians: 13 

Final Warnings 

2nd Corinthians 13:1 This is the third time I am coming to you. In the 
mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established.  

2nd Corinthians 13:2 I told you before, and foretell you, as if I were 
present, the second time; and being absent now I write to them which 
heretofore have sinned, and to all other, that, if I come again, I will not 
spare:  

2nd Corinthians 13:3 Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, 
which to you-ward is not weak, but is mighty in you.  



That is something, isn’t it?  Who is speaking in Paul?  Christ is speaking in Paul.  The words that Paul 
speaks come from Christ.  I hope you are getting the sense that when the writers in the bible write, and 
when the speakers in the bible speak, they have the feel that it is God’s words. 
 
The words of Jesus Christ were coming from Paul’s mouth, and he was conscious of that.   

 

2nd Corinthians 13:4 For though he was crucified through weakness, 
yet he liveth by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we 
shall live with him by the power of God toward you.  

The crucifixion of Christ (the cross work)—there was a boundary fixed by God for that weakness, and 
that boundary was the cross.  And now He is not that lowly Galilean going around being obedient unto 
death.  Now He is the Son of God with power.  The boundary for the weakness is that cross, and then 
the boundary is over; there isn’t any weakness now.  At Christmastime they look at the baby Jesus.  I 

used to have a friend who preached a sermon entitled Jesus Is A Big Boy Now.  After the resurrection 
there is no weakness any more.  He is the Son of God with power. 

 

2nd Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; 
prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus 
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?  

2nd Corinthians 13:6 But I trust that ye shall know that we are not 
reprobates.  

2nd Corinthians 13:7 Now I pray to God that ye do no evil; not that we 
should appear approved, but that ye should do that which is honest, 
though we be as reprobates.  

2 Corinthians 13:7 – “Now I pray to God that ye do no evil.”  I have always prayed for my children and I 
have always told them I don’t want you to do what is wrong.  I tell them what is right, and I tell them 
what is wrong.  I try to show them.   
 
When they are young, you just tell them Don’t touch the stove.  Don’t play in the street.  When my guys 
were little there was one thing they could do that brought instant spankings, and there was never any 
second chance, and that one thing was playing in the street.  I wanted them to deathly fear going in that 

street.  Well, you understand that.   
 
As they grew older, they began to understand why I did not want them to go into the street.  As they 
grow older, they can internalize the motivation and understand it.  Now, there wasn’t any other thing that 
I spanked my children for without warnings and without discussion.  We always had a rule – the spanking 
comes on the third offence.  A spanking only came as the result of direct disobedience, direct defiance.   
With the first offence there was correction – You don’t do that, you do this.  The second time they did it 

there was a warning – You don’t do that, you don’t do this, and if you do it again, you are directly 
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disobeying me.  You are directly defying what I tell you.  It is no longer just “This is right, and that is 
wrong”.  Now, it is a matter of submission to my authority as your parent.  And if they did it again, then 
there was the physical kind of corporal punishment in proportion to the issue.   
 
It is okay to physically restrain a child.  A lot of times, back there in the correction and warning stage, 
you can just put your hand on their shoulder and hold them back, just get hold of them.  Sit them down 
and look at them face to face, and eye to eye.  Take the time and being willing to be inconvenienced.  
Now, that is the key to you as a father and a parent.  Your submissiveness to your family, your 
submissiveness to your children, is not to provoke them, not to deal with them under the law and grab 
their ear and twist it or pinch them, or slap them around in order to get instant obedience.  It is not to 
take away their privileges, summarily, or whatever it would take to get instant obedience.  But, it is being 
willing to be inconvenienced to deal with them under grace, to deal with them so they know you accept 
them.  You are not rejecting them.  You do accept them, and you do love them.   
 
But, here is a matter that has to be dealt with, and you are there to help them.  You want to help them 
learn not to do this again.  And you are willing to enter into the trauma, and into the heartache that is 
caused by what they have done.  You are willing to come and sit down with them, and make that the 
most important thing in your life right then, helping them to understand not to do that again.  And you 
help them to understand what they should do.   
 
When you deal with a kid like that, over the little things in life and the big things in life, you will see a 
tremendous transformation and internalization. It does not happen immediately, it takes time, but it 
happens.   
 
2 Corinthians 13:7 – “Now I pray to God that ye do no evil.”  That is the standard that we set.  We have 
a standard.  Continuing – “not that we should appear approved, but that ye should do that which is 
honest, though we be as reprobates.”  That is the problem with most parents.  Most parents want their 
kids to do what they want them to do so the parents look like good guys.  It is so the parents are not 
embarrassed.   
 
How many times have you driven up to somebody’s house or gone into a restaurant and said this?  You 
turn around and look at the kids in the back seat all dressed up, and you say, “If you get out of line one 
time tonight, if you cause one problem, I will fix you so you won’t be able to sit down for six weeks.  Do 
you understand me?”  You’ve never done that, have you?  I have and you did too if you have kids.  And if 
you don’t have kids, haven’t you seen some kids you wish somebody would do it to?  But, what is the 
problem there?  Is the motivation behind that just keeping you from being embarrassed?   
 
Paul said, “I don’t want you to do any evil.  I want you to meet the standards.  I want you to do the will 
of God, not so that I may appear approved, but I just want you to do what is right.  And that is okay if 
when you are doing right, it makes me appear like a worthless reprobate.  I want the best for you.”  That 
is grace.  Why are you doing what you are doing with your kids?  Are you submissive to them?   
  
2 Corinthians 13:7 is such a good verse.  It is a good verse for all of life.  “Now I pray to God that ye do 
no evil.”  Every daddy that ever lived wanted his kids to do one thing – to do right.  I never met a daddy 
yet that did not want his kids to do right.  I met a lot of sorry, good-for-nothing daddies, but I never met 
one that did not want his kids to do right.   
 
Continuing in 2 Corinthians 13:7 – “not that we should appear approved, but that ye should do that 
which is honest, though we be as reprobates.”  Most people want their kids to do right so they look good.   
 
Let me tell you – it is embarrassing when your kids do not do what is right.  Last Saturday I was in 
Washington DC with my family.  And we were looking around and seeing the town.  We were tourists on 
vacation.  And an army officer, who works in the White House, made arrangements to get us a trip 
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through the White House.  So we went in and saw the place, and he explained it all to us.  And then he 
made arrangements with the Secret Service to take us over into Reagan’s offices (the oval office), and 
the conference rooms, and the private quarters.   
 
So, we were outside, and we came in and went through this Secret Service booth.  They looked us over 
real close.  Then we went out and our younger boy was looking at something, and he stopped right in 
front of his big brother.  And his big brother wanted to go on, so he slapped him like Get out of the way 
kid!  (You know – brotherly love.)  And when his big brother did that, his younger brother turns around 
and slugs him real good.  We are fixing to have World War VI right here in the Secret Service booth, in 
the guard post, right inside the security gate at the White House.   
 
Well, everybody was standing there trying to ignore it, while mama and daddy have to go break up World 
War VI.  They are ready to go at it on the White House lawn.  Now, don’t you think that was 
embarrassing?  Sure it was embarrassing.  So, I go over to the little guy.  He wasn’t the culprit, but he 
was the one reacting in his daddy’s image at the time.  So, I got him by the arm and walked him over to 
the side.   
 
Now, you can deal with that and take the time, and just go on and do what Paul says there.  I want you 
to do right not that we would be approved.  He said, “I don’t care if I look like a reprobate.  I just want 
you to do what is right so you can have the right thing”.  You just have to say, “Excuse me a minute 
brother while I go attend to some family affairs.”   
 
So, I go over and get him, and I walk him over beside a bush.  Then, I get down on my knee beside him; 
and I look him dead in the eye and say, “What do you think you’re doing”?  He says, “Well, Rick pushed 
me!”  I say, “So.”  And you go through the thing, and you hold him accountable, and you deal with it.  
And you have to be willing to be inconvenienced.  And even if you look like a nut, go through it.    
 
Now, you could have run over and grabbed the kid by the ear and pinched real hard and twisted it.  And 
you know you would have gotten instant obedience, and he wouldn’t have fussed, and he wouldn’t have 
hollered, because if he hollered, you just squeeze it a little more.  It works!  I’ve done that.   
 
Do you think that if you get a kid by the ear, and pinch it and twist he will squeal?  If you tell him to quit 
squealing or you’ll give it another quarter turn, he’ll quit squealing.  I got three boys, and I’ll demonstrate 
it any day of week on any of them for you.  But, that quick fix is not the way that gains in the long term. 
 
So, what do you do?  You are going to make plenty of mistakes.  But, one of the things about a child is 
they forget.   
 
Now, sometimes you get so aggravated.  I told you fifteen thousand times in the last two years to do so 
and so!  And the little kid goes three months and he forgets all the instructions, and you have to give 
them to him again.  And you say, “If they would just remember!” 
But, the good thing about that is that they forget the things that you don’t want them to know too.  You 
mess up and you get all under the law.  But if you don’t do that consistently, they forget all about those 
things too. 
 
Now, I grant you, they remember a few of them.  But do you know what they remember the most?  It is 
the thing that you are constantly putting in them.  That is why people say, “What happens to a kid before 
he is five years old is going to determine his whole life”.  That is a bunch of stuff that people say when 
they are trying to make a living off little kids and adults that do not want to be adults, and do not want to 
be responsible for themselves.   
 



I do not think you can put a lot of confidence in that kind of idea.  You can’t blame somebody else for 
what you are.  It does not make any difference what happened to you in the past, you are responsible 
for the way you respond to it. 
 
By the way, don’t ever try to make your kids something you are not, which is perfect.  And, if you will 
remember that, you will have the biggest edge on raising your kids, and parenting under grace, that you 
could ever have.  Grace teaches us to do good works for the right reasons.  Therefore, if you are 
parenting under grace, you do that so the children will see God’s attitudes and his dealings, and he will 
be real and tangible to them.  And they will know how to do good works for the right reasons.   
 
Now there are three reasons to do good works under grace.  And I have talked to you about them time 
and again.  I will give them to you one more time so you understand.  You do it because you are told to 
do it.  Ephesians 2:10 

 

2nd Corinthians 13:8 For we can do nothing against the truth, but for 
the truth.  

2nd Corinthians 13:9 For we are glad, when we are weak, and ye are 
strong: and this also we wish, even your perfection.  

2nd Corinthians 13:10 Therefore I write these things being absent, lest 
being present I should use sharpness, according to the power which the 
Lord hath given me to edification, and not to destruction.  

Final Greetings 

2nd Corinthians 13:11 Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good 
comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace 
shall be with you.  

2nd Corinthians 13:12 Greet one another with an holy kiss.  

2nd Corinthians 13:13 All the saints salute you.  

2nd Corinthians 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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