
48 The Book of 2nd Galations 

GALATIANS 
 
Summary of the issue of the cross work of Christ 

Chapter 1&2 Per sona l  

Chapter 3&4 Doctrinal 

Chapter 5&6 Practical 

 
The Galatian people had taken up some bad doctrine.  They had departed from Paul’s message.  He said 
to them in Galatians 1 that they have departed from God’s grace as it was delivered to them by the 
Apostle Paul.   
 
Galatians and Romans are the great books of the Protestant Reformation.  And the reason is, Romans 
says you are justified by grace through faith plus nothing.  Galatians says you stay justified by grace 
through faith plus nothing.  They are doctrinal books, and the Reformation was a doctrinal struggle. 
 
So you have Romans after which, Corinthians and Galatians are reproof and correction pointing back to 
Romans. 
 
The book of Galatians is in three sections.  The first two chapters are personal, where Paul establishes his 
apostleship.  There are at least 15 different points where he says:  “I certify you brethren, that the 
gospel which I gave you….” and he gives you the certificate of his apostleship.  I used to have a series of 
messages that I taught on that passage, Galatians 1 and 2, and I called it “Paul's ordination certificate.”  
“I certify you brethren…,” and he gives them point, point, point, point, that establishes his apostleship in 
chapters 1 and 2.    
 
Then chapters 3 and 4 are doctrinal.  In chapters 3 and 4, Paul deals with grace versus the law.  The 
issue is his gospel message, the doctrine that he is preaching.  We have studied chapters 3 and 4 in 
some detail, especially when we were back in Romans 4 and Romans 8.   Chapter 3 of Galatians 
compares with chapter 4 of Romans, where he talks about the issue of our being blessed with Abraham.  
That is God's wisdom:  foreseeing that we were coming, and providing for our inclusion in that promise of 
eternal life given to Abraham; because God had previously promised it before the foundation of the world 
to the members of the body of Christ.  So the wisdom of God justifies Abraham in a unique and special 
manner to ensure our inclusion in there.  We studied that in Romans 4, and we saw how that works in 
Galatians 3.   
 
Then in Galatians 4, here is the issue of adoption—the sonship privilege that is ours—and that is the issue 
in Romans 8.  We have been over these things. 
 
Galatians 5 and 6 are a practical section, where he begins to apply the things that he has taught them 
doctrinally, to the practical lives of the Galatians.  We have been over Galatians 5 to some extent when 
we talked about walking in the Spirit in Romans 7.  Do you understand that Romans is the doctrine, and 
Corinthians and Galatians are for reproof and correction about misapplication of the doctrine?  So we are 
studying Galatians piece by piece as we cover the material in Romans.  We did not cover every verse.  I 
wish we could have the time, but we are trying to condense this material.   
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Galations: 1 (58 ad) 

Greeting 

 

Summary of the issue of the cross work of Christ 

Galations 1:1 Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by 
Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead;)  

In Gal 1:1, Paul asserts and demonstrates his apostleship.  Notice some things about the origin of Paul’s 
apostleship.  There was a situation in Galatia where people were questioning Paul’s apostleship.  
Therefore he is very careful, in Galatians 1 and 2 to defend his apostleship and to demonstrate his status 
as an apostle of Jesus Christ.  He begins the book with a parenthesis:  “Paul, an apostle, not of men.”  It 
did not have its origin with men.  A group of men did not sit down and think up Paul’s apostleship.  
“…neither by man...”  Not by man’s instrumentality.  A group of men did not ordain Paul to the ministry.  
In Acts 13 when they send him out, they were not ordaining Paul to the gospel ministry.  Rather, they 
are recognizing what God Almighty has already done.  It’s not of men—not of human origin.   
 
Galatians 1:1 not only says, “…by Jesus Christ,” but also says, “and God the Father, who raised him from 
the dead.”   Notice that Christ’s appointment of Paul as an apostle in Galatians 1 is associated with Christ 
who has been raised from the dead. 
 
He got right to the point here, saying, I am an apostle, authorized by God, not man.  Obviously in the 
epistle to Galatia, Paul’s apostleship is going to be an issue.  He tells you right off that there is a problem 
with his apostleship, and begins defending it right away.   
 

 

Galations 1:2 And all the brethren which are with me, unto the 
churches of Galatia:  

"Unto the churches (plural) of Galatia.”  The book of Galatians was a circular letter.  It was one letter 
written to a number of different churches in Galatia.  Now, you know what would have happened when it 
got to the church in Lystra before they sent it to the church in Iconium, don’t you?  You know good and 
well somebody made a copy of that rascal.  They would not let that epistle get away from them, so I’m 
sure they made a copy.  You know good and well that they were doing that!  Paul intended the book to 
make the rounds and to be a norm and a standard for doctrine in those churches. 

 

Galations 1:3 Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from 
our Lord Jesus Christ,  
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Galations 1:4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us 
from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our 
Father:  

The first issue he brings up is the issue of the cross work of Christ, and that is a summary of what the 
book of Galatians is all about.  You see as you read these things that you are still in the milk.  
 
The will of God for you, my friend, is to be delivered from this present evil world.  If, as a son, I know 
that the will of my Father, is that I be delivered from this present evil world, what will I do as a son?  I'll 
choose to be delivered—choose to be transformed.  Am I going to choose to be conformed to the world?  
Are you understanding what I am saying to you?  If you know what the will of your Father is, and you 
become a son, and you are an adult, and you love your Daddy because you know that He loves you and 
you are grateful, and you respond to your Dad, and you know that your Dad doesn't want you conformed 
to this world, but that He wants you to be delivered from this present evil world and all that is involved in 
that, then what are you going to choose personally, willfully, and joyfully do?  Not be conformed to this 
world.  That's right.  Do you see that?   
 
What he is talking about in Romans 12 is adult sonship.  Now you understand a lot of people that get 
chronologically old never grow up,  they are just big kids.  I mean 30, 40, 50, 60 year old babies.  Why?  
Because they are just like little babies in nursery, always in a snit, wanting their own way—“I’m going to 
do want I want to do.”  “I got a right, I got a right, I got a right.”  All that stuff, you know.  Do you know 
what an adult does?  An adult sits down and says:  “Well, we have so much money coming in, so we 
have to have a budget.”  He chooses where money ought to be spent, and he says, “Well, we need it 
here, it ought to go here, and we ought to do this, and we ought to do this, we ought to, ought to, ought 
to, ought to.”   
 

Do you notice how kids pick up on that?  Kids come to you in K-Mart and say:  “Daddy, I want so and 
so,” “Momma, I want this.”  “Put it back.”  What do they say then?  “I need it.”  Notice how they change 
that.  It begins with, “I want this.”  “No, you can't have it.”  “I want this.”  “No, you can't have it.”  Then 
they listen to you talk a while and then say:  “Daddy, I need it.”  Do you know what that is?  I know if I 

tell them that I need it, I really want it.  An adult makes decisions.  He chooses.  He looks at the details 
of the situation and chooses the best course of action, the proper course of action, the thing that is going 
to be the best, and he takes that course.  And that is what you are doing here.  That is what Romans 12 
is talking about—adult decision making, mature decision making spiritually.  Notice the present evil world.  
Galatians 1:4. 
 
Galatians 1:4 

Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will 
of God and our Father: 
 
Notice he calls it the “present evil world.”  You have to understand, gentlemen, that the Bible takes a 
basically negative view toward man, and a position view toward God.  Do you know what the world’s 
view is?  Opposite:  positive toward itself, negative toward God:  “Throw God out.” “That is just 
superstition.”  “That is just the vestiges of our evolutionary past, the cannibalism, the tribalism,” and all 
the rest of that. 
 
The Bible says:  “You are bad, God is right, you are wrong.”  The Book is right:  a negative view toward 
man, a positive view toward God.  Do you know the one thing that man never will forgive the Word of 
God for is that?  If you go out here on the street corner and you pass tracks, and you hold up that Book, 
and you start preaching that book, men know instinctively that Book is against them.  Now when you go 
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out preaching, you might as well know it.  You are going to have a negative view toward the world and a 
positive view toward God; and the reason that you do is that Paul calls it, the “present evil world.” 
 
He is not taking about the earth there; you understand that.  It doesn't take five years in college and 
three in seminary to figure out that world is not talking about the ground.  We use world in a lot of 
different ways.  When we talk about the world tomorrow, and the world around us, and all that stuff, we 
are not talking about the earth—the planet.  We are talking about the system that is going on around 
us—the cosmos—we call it, that kind of thing.  The present evil world is the system that is under the 
control of Satan.  John 12:31, John 16:11.  
 
He is called the prince of this world.  2 Corinthians 4:4 
 
That we might be delivered from this present evil world.  God's purpose today is to get us out of here; it 
is not to take over the political structure.  Taking over the political structure was His purpose in the 
prophetic program, so he had direct intervention.  Today, he is not directly intervening like that.  Rather 
today, His purpose is to take us out of here, not into it, but out of it.  But that doesn't mean that the 
divine institution of government still isn't His institution.  He set up the principle—the institution of 
government—and He set up the institution for us to be obedient, subservient, and subject to.  So we are 
subject to it because it is the ordinance of God.  It is the thing God set in motion, and it is His purpose 
and program, even if He is not directly intervening in it.  In a minute we will see how we have an effect 
upon it, but it isn't the way it was in time past.  Romans 13:2 
 
Galatians 1:4.  It is talking about the Lord Jesus Christ.  “Who gave himself for our sins, that he might 
deliver us from this present evil world”.  You understand that the word “world” there is not the ground.  
He is talking about the world system, the kingdom of this world.  It is the word “age”.  But, the word 
“age” is not describing a time period.  It is describing the system that is in effect during that time period.   
 
We talk about the Iron Age, and the Stone Age, and the Industrial Age, and all that stuff.  Well, those 
were periods where certain things were happening.  Well, this is the Present Evil Age.  And it is evil 
because the dispensation of grace in which we live is the time period of the official rejection of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  This is the day of his official rejection, hence it is evil.  The basis of the age in which we live 
is the rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is a day of Satan’s policy of evil being put into effect.   
 
Now, we are to put on the whole armour of God that we might be able to stand against this evil day, 
against this time of the rejection of Christ.  And this is not only the rejection of Christ the head, but of the 
body of Christ.  And we are to be able to stand against the rejection of the truth of God in this age.   
 
Didn’t I talk to you about cycles going through history?  There will be a cycle where there will be an 
upswing of revival, and interest in the word, and spiritual growth and prosperity.  People will be 
recovering truth and seeing things that are great and then the declension will set in.  And as the 
declension sets in, it moves from a man with a message, to a machine, then over to a monument, and 
then it is a morgue.  Do you remember how we went through all of that stuff?  And as the declension 
sets in, that is the evil day.  And, Satan’s policies of evil (Plan A and Plan B) are beginning to take effect.  
 
And that is when you have to be sure to be able to stand.  You have to be prepared in getting ready so 
that when the evil day comes, you are able to stand.  There is a general attitude of preparedness that 
you have to maintain all the time, even though at every moment in your life and ministry, you are not 
facing that declension and that onslaught from the Adversary.  You always need to be in a state of 
readiness even if, as individuals, you don’t necessarily live to see the evil day.  You probably will.  But if 
you don’t, you are still charged with the responsibility of keeping the body of Christ itself prepared, and 
each up coming generation, so they will be ready if they are called upon.   
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For example, Pastor O’Hare started out in the 1920’s, and he went through the 1950’s; and he was 
preaching grace.  And there was a great recovery, and they were learning and recovering truth.  All 
through his ministry they were going up, up, up, up and he died in 1958.  Do you know that in 1958 is 
when they first began to have problems at Grace Bible College?   
 
Now, I am using the Grace Movement as an example.  In 1958, the summer after O’Hare died in the 
winter, January, they began to have the first problems at that school that he founded.  He didn’t live to 
see it!  Do you understand what I am saying to you?  That cycle went up and up and up, but he didn’t 
live through the “evil day” side of the thing.  Now, he fought the modernists, and the liberals, and all 
those other battles.  But, he was recovering truth and there was a great movement upward, and then all 
of the sudden evil began to come in and men had to fight. 
 
Take Pastor Stam for example, he lived through the up, up, up, and then he has had to live through the 
down, down, down section.  And he might not live long enough to see the thing bottom out and move 
up.  
 
This is 1986 and these tapes will be watched until I don’t know when.  But, I know this.  I know that in 
the Grace Movement, for example, as well as in the church at large, but especially where we are in it, 
there is a bottoming out.  There is a sifting and a separating out, and people have to decide whether 
they want to be grace believers or whether they want to be something else.  
 
I spoke to a fellow on the phone today and I asked him about a young man that started a church 
recently.  And the fellow I spoke to said, “This brother just doesn't want to make a stand.  He doesn't 
want to offend anybody”.  This brother that started the church said, “I’m not one, and I’m not the other.  
I am just here”.  Well, you are not going to be “just there” – I am not talking about going and joining the 
organization.  But, you are going to have to stand somewhere.  Men have to decide today.  Are they 
going to stand for the preaching of Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery?  Or, are they 
going to believe it, but just not talk about it and not preach about it? 
 
I had a half dozen people this past weekend, at a church in Wisconsin, tell me about going to grace 
churches where they hadn’t heard the mystery talked about, or even the word “mystery” spoken, from 
the pulpit in years.  A man told me that he talked to a young man that had been preaching for six years, 
and in six years he never preached one message about the mystery.  He said, “I believe it, but I just 
don’t preach about it”. 
 
Well there are those people, and then there are people that say, “This isn’t just one little thing that we 
believe, but this is the issue; and it is the point of reference in which we look at everything”.  That 
separation is coming.  You are bottoming out.   
Well do you know what is going to happen?  In your ministry and my ministry, we are going to begin to 
go up again.   
 
Now, O’Hare goes up through the top.  But, Mr. Stam went up through the top also, but he also saw the 
declension.  You and I come in where the declension is there and yet the bottoming out is coming.  So, 
we are going to have that thing going back up again.  Are you following me?   
 
Now, the “evil day” is that declension.  But you want to be able to be ready to stand in that and to 
withstand that day.  So, no matter where you are in the cycle, you need to be prepared.  The body of 
Christ is the pillar and the ground of the truth.  It is your responsibility to see that the truth is 
maintained, and preserved, and passed on to the next generation so they can stand against the wiles of 
the devil, so they can stand in the truth regardless of whether you have to fight all that battle individually 
or not.  You are keeping the body of Christ as a whole in a constant state of preparedness.  And that is 
the issue.  
 



So, when the evil day, when that special time of the satanic assault comes, you are ready to stand.  Are 
you with me?  That is a tremendous responsibility.  Ephesians 6:13 

 

Galations 1:5 To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

No Other Gospel 

Galations 1:6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called 
you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: (Heteros = different kind)  

 

And the one who had called them into the grace of Christ, of course, was the Apostle Paul.  They had left 
Paul’s doctrine.  There is a fascinating passage in Galatians chapter 4:16-17. 
 
God the Father called them into the grace where in they stood. 
 
he calls it in Verse 6: “another gospel.”  It is a counterfeit gospel.  It is not a denial.  It is just a 
counterfeit.  It is different.  Now, it is different in three things:   
 
It is different in its source.   
It is different in its type (the type of gospel that it is).   
It is different in its results.   
 
Its source, its type, and its results are different from the gospel that Paul preached.  Galatians 1:6 “I 
marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you.”  Who called them?  God called them; God 
called them through Paul.  Paul delivers the message, and that is what I am trying to get you to see.  
Paul is the messenger.  He delivers the message, but who is doing the work.  God (through Paul) is doing 
the work.  God is going to beseech them through you.  What is the source of Paul’s gospel? God is the 
source of Paul’s gospel.  
 
Continuing in verse 6: “into the grace of Christ.”  What type of a gospel did Paul preach?  He preached 
the grace gospel, didn't’ he?  Now what is the result of Paul’s gospel?  When you believed Paul’s gospel, 
what happened to you?  You got saved.  You got justified, right?   
 
The source of the grace gospel is God.   
The type of the grace gospel is Grace.  
The result of the grace gospel is Justification.  
 
Now let’s look at this perverted gospel.  Its source is Satan.  Now when I say that, I want you to 
understand, the source of that gospel is Satan’s policy of evil.  That does not mean that the person that 
teaches it is the devil.  It means that the person who teaches it is participating in Satan’s policy and 

program of evil against the gospel.  Can a believer walk according to the course of this world?  Can a 
believer be conformed to the world’s system?  Can a believer be conformed to the religious system?  He 
sure can.  And the religious system is nothing more than Satan’s policy of evil against the grace of God.   
The result of Satan’s gospel (the perverted gospel – taking the gospel of grace and twisting it into 
something else) is to make the gospel of no effect.  Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1:18 “For Christ sent me 
not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be 
made of none effect”.  Do you know what the perverted gospel does?  When it is believed, it has no 
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effect.  You believe that gospel and nothing happens.  You believe that gospel, and you do not get saved.  
It is of “none effect”.  
 
Now look at 2 Corinthians 11 and notice another passage about this.  We will try to identify, a little more 
thoroughly, what is happening here.  2 Corinthians 11:2-4 
 
Notice that Paul marvels that they are so soon removed from Christ.  He did not marvel that they were 
faced with false doctrine.  Do you understand what he is saying?  It did not surprise Paul that somebody 
came along and preached another gospel to him.  He marveled that they were so quickly caught up by 
that false message, that they were so quickly removed from sound doctrine.   
 
You should underline that word “soon” in you mind, if not in your bible.  That tells you something 
gentlemen.  That tells you that Satan does not waste any time making lousy ambassadors out of people 
who have been (or should have been) good ambassadors.  Satan does not waste any time coming in and 
attacking the ambassador, and the ambassadorship that you (or the people you minister to) are 
supposed to be executing.  These people in Galatia started out in good shape.  Look back in Galatians 5:7 

 

Galations 1:7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, 
and would pervert the gospel of Christ.  (Allos = same kind) 

Now that is quite a statement.  And that statement is important, because it lays the foundation for the 
rest of the book of Galatians.   
 
Verses 6,7:  “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto 
another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel 
of Christ.”  These people have left the gospel of the grace of God that Paul preached to them, for a 
counterfeit gospel.  They have moved away from the gospel that Paul gave them to another gospel, 
which he says, “is not another”.   
 
Now I am not going to try to have an exposition of Galatians right here, because it would take a while.  
And I do not have the time.  But he talks about “another gospel, which is not another.”  What is he 
talking about in that verse?    Well, you can read a long drawn out thing in all the commentaries about 
the word “another”.  They say the word “another” in verse 6, is the word “heteros”; and the word 
“another” in verse 7, is the word “allos”.  And “heteros” is supposed to mean, “another of a different 
kind”; and “allos” is supposed to mean “another of the same kind”.  And they say that those Greek 
words, and what he really meant, was that they were removed unto another gospel of a different kind, 
but it really was not one of the same kind.   
 
And, I read all of that stuff and I say, “The only thing I know is that they are as confused as I am when I 
get through”.  What in the world are they talking about?  And usually, what they are trying to prove is 
that there is just one real true gospel in the bible.  And that these Galatians were taken away from the 
true gospel to a false gospel.  However, does the bible contain only one true gospel?  Well Galatians 2 
tells you different than that – the gospel of the uncircumcision, and the gospel of the circumcision.  We 
know better than that, so we know that will not work.   
 
The fact of the matter is, according to the Greek concordance, the word “heteros” and the word “allos” 
are used interchangeably in your bible.  And, if you look those words up in the Greek dictionaries, they do 
not say what preachers say about the words.  “Heteros” is where we get our word “heterodox” from, but 
the word “allos” we get our word “else”.  And when you say “something else”, what do you mean?  
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Something different, don’t you?  Well “heteros”, “heterodox”, is two different things, one thing and then 
something else.  So the words are not that terribly different.  
 
Let’s go back to Galatians 1:6,7 where he says: “ye are so soon removed from him that called you into 
the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another.”  He is saying that you were removed from 
the gospel of Christ, into another gospel.  But, that other gospel was not a spurious one, or a false one, 
or a fake gospel like we might think of Mormonism, or Russellism, or something like that.  It was 
something that was unscriptural. 
 
Do you remember when I talked to you about the difference between being unscriptural and 
undispensational?  Well I read a book yesterday (put out by a professor at a famous Baptist College) and 
he said, “The Charismatic Movement is unscriptural.”  Well, you know that is dangerous.  Because 
speaking in tongues is not unscriptural, is it?  But it is undispensational, and that is the difference.   
In essence, Paul is saying in Galatians 1:6,7: “You were removed to another gospel, but it is not an 
unscriptural gospel”.  Well if it is not unscriptural, what is it?  It is undispensational. 
 
Notice Galatians 1:7: “Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the 
gospel of Christ.”  The word “pervert” (in Webster’s Dictionary) means, “to turn from that which is right, 
to corrupt it”.  That is exactly what the Greek word means.  The Greek word means, “to turn into 
something else, make it something else”.  The Greek word is a compound word, it means, “to give 
something an after twist.” You twist the end of something just enough to turn it into something else.  
And that is exactly what “perverting” means.   
 
Galatians 1:6,7 says: “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of 
Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert 
the gospel of Christ.”  This is what their desires are, and this is what they are willing to do.  And this is 
what you have to look out for – a willingness to allow the gospel of grace to be perverted.   
 
Now again, the issue will not be the source of the gospel, or the result of the gospel, but it will be the 
type of gospel.  The type of the gospel will be the issue with you.  You need to develop in yourself (and 
in the people that you minister to) an ear to pick up the gospel of grace, and an ear to pick up the gospel 
of works.  And you need to develop in people the ability to hear.  When they are hearing grace, they 
must know they are hearing it.  And when they are not hearing grace, they must know they are not 
hearing it.   
 
The most frustrating thing in all the world is to have an assembly of people together who profess to 
understand the grace message, and understand the gospel of grace; and then hear a guy stand up there 
and proclaim it to them, and pervert it, and add works to it.  What would they do if someone preached 
salvation by baptism to them?   They would raise their hand and say, “That is wrong”.  Wouldn’t they?  
Don’t they have an ear to hear that?  See, they would say, “Hey, that’s works, not truth and grace.”   
 
You need to develop the ability in people to recognize when they are hearing the grace message and 
when they are not hearing the grace message.  They must know it is not the grace message when 
someone tells them that salvation includes baptism and keeping the commandments, etc.   
 
But listen, what if someone comes in and preaches: Now you need to make your commitment to Christ.  
You need to repent and turn to Christ, and make your commitment to him.  Now what?  You have to 
make sure your people need to have an ear that says, “Wait! Wait! Wait!  It’s faith only”.  It is not 
commitment.  It is resting in what Christ did for me.  It is not “me” doing anything.  It is me resting in 
what “Christ” did for me.    
 
I heard a grace preacher the other day.  He is a man that I know – a friend of mine who understands the 
word rightly divided.  He is a man who will sit down and demonstrate to you that water baptism has 

tw://bible.*/?id=48.1.6|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.1.7|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.1.6|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.1.7|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.1.7|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.1.6|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.1.7|_AUTODETECT_|


nothing to do with salvation today.  And he will demonstrate that keeping the commandments does not 
have anything to do with getting saved today and right down the line dispensationally and doctrinally.  
And I heard him preaching just the other day, and he got up and told people that they could not get 
saved (they could not be saved) unless they lived the Christian life.  And the congregation of people 
sitting there were just nodding their heads and nodding their heads.   
 
After the service was over a couple of men came over to me and said, “What did you think about that 
message?”  I said, “Well what part are you asking me about?”  And they asked me about that particular 
statement and I said, “Well what do you think about it?”  And they said, “I don’t think he was right, was 
he?”  I said, “Don’t say you didn’t think he was right, say I know he wasn’t right, okay?”  Do you see that 
their ear had been tuned into grace, and they were beginning to pick it up?  That is what you must 
develop in your people. 
 
You are going to get out in churches, and you are going to find that that is what goes first.  And you 
have to keep peoples ears (and your ears) tuned because your ear gets dull.  And if yours will get dull, 
then theirs will get dull.  So you have to keep this issue alive in front of people.  Now how is grace 
perverted?  Turn to Romans 11:6, and I want you to look at this verse.  

 

Galations 1:8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let 
him be accursed. (Paul didn’t preach another gospel) (Rev 14:6) 

If you look at verse 8, you will see what “another gospel” is in verse 6:  “But though we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed.”   
 
Is an angel from heaven going to preach another gospel, in the bible, to Gentiles?  “But though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you” (the Gentiles of Galatia).  Well, is an angel from 

heaven going to preach another gospel to Gentiles, to the nations of the earth?  Yes (Revelation 14) he 
goes out there, and preaches the everlasting gospel to the inhabitants of the earth.  The idea is not that 
an angel from heaven can not, at any time, preach another gospel, to anybody at any place.  But what is 
it?  Now in the dispensation of grace, if an angel does that, God did not send him.  He is not God’s man.  
He is not representing God.   
 
The “other gospel” has to do with putting the Gentiles under a program other than what is delivered to 

them, by the apostle Paul.  And that is exactly what is happening at Galatia.  Look at Acts 15:1. 

 

Galations 1:9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach 
any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be 
accursed.  

In other words, you should just leave him for the wrath of God to get him.  Leave him to God’s 
judgment.  Now that is an important passage.  And I tried to talk to you last time about the gospel, in 
verse 6, that they have been “so soon removed from him [from God] that called you into the grace of 
Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another.”  In other words, they went to another gospel that is 
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not really a gospel message at all, because it destroys the gospel message for today.  And it perverts the 
gospel of Christ.   
 
And I tried to show you, and I tried to discuss with you, the necessity of maintaining the integrity of what 
Paul calls “my gospel”.  And I want to continue with that issue is this lesson.  Now you must maintain the 
integrity of the message that is presented to us, because Satan’s policy of evil is not against the gospel.  
It is not to just wholesale deny the gospel.  His policy of evil is not simply just to come in and deny the 
virgin birth, and deny the bodily resurrection, and that kind of thing.  He does that, if he can get people 
to do it.  But his policy of evil, against the gospel itself, is to come in and to try to pervert that gospel into 
something else.   
 
And the Galatians were being scriptural.  They were taking the bible, believing the bible, using the bible, 
but they were not being dispensational.  They were not rightly dividing the bible.  They were scriptural 
but not dispensational.  And it resulted in them perverting the gospel, and they were preaching “another 
gospel”.   
 
That other gospel was different.  It was a gospel of a different kind.  It was different in its source.  What 
did we say?  We talked about its source, its type, and its result.  The source of the gospel of grace is 
God.  Paul’s gospel came from God Almighty.  The source of the perverted gospel is Satan.  The type of 
Paul’s gospel is grace.  The type that is preached and taught by the perverted gospel is a works gospel.  
The result of Paul’s gospel is that people believe it to the saving of their souls.  The result of the 
perverted gospel is that people believe it to no effect.  They believe it but nothing happens to them.  
When they believe that perverted gospel, they do not get saved, nothing happens to them.  They do not 
have any change.  Nothing positive happens to them. 
 
Now we went over that, and I tried to show you how that “works gospel” is preached. I tried to show you 
how men preach the message of good works – justification by works.  That is a satanic ploy.   
And good men, saved men (you and I) can become a part of that if we are not careful.  We could 
become ministers of Satan: his ambassadors, not God’s ambassadors.  But we want to be faithful 
ambassadors.  We want to be able to represent the Lord, and we want to be able to speak his word 
faithfully.  Therefore, we have to be careful. 
 
First of all, the gospel message that we preach must be kept clear.  You know I talked to you about the 
clarity of the gospel.  You know how often I talked about it, but it is critical.  Because, when you do not 
present the gospel clearly, you take out of the gospel any ability that is there (that power that is there) 
unto salvation.  And then all you are doing is preaching words to no effect.  Now look at Galatians 1:6 

 

Galations 1:10 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to 
please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of 
Christ.  

Paul Called by God 

Galations 1:11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was 
preached of me is not after man.  (The faith=Doctrine) 
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Paul was not appointed as an apostle as Matthias was in Acts chapter 1.  Matthias was appointed by the 
brethren—by the eleven in Acts 1.  Paul got his appointment “by Jesus Christ, and God the Father.”  
Notice verse 11. 
 
(NIV) Galatians 1:11 I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that man 
made up. 
 
It says it is "not something that man made up."  Doesn’t your Bible say that "it’s not after man?”  The 
word there is kata, and it means after or according to.  It never means “made up”.  That’s a made-up 
translation.  What Paul is saying when he says that “the gospel which was preached of me is not after 
man,” is that it was not a gospel that any man had ever preached before him. He’s not saying, “It’s not 
one that I made up.”  

 

Galations 1:12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, 
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.  

This is an example of special revelation.  That is a special manifestation from God of himself to man.  
God has done that at various times in the past either personally or through the prophets.  They would 
speak for the Lord, and he would make his will known.  He has also done it through miracles.  
 
It was not by the revelation from Christ, not just something sent to him, but it was the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.  In other words, the Lord revealed himself to Paul and spoke with Paul face-to-face just like 
he did with Moses.  He put his words in Paul’s mouth, and Paul went out and preached those things. 
 
Just as Peter got the revelation about the person and work of Christ directly from God the Father without 
any flesh and blood intervening, so the apostle Paul received his revelation about the mystery directly 
from Christ without any flesh and blood intermediary.  So, Paul can say in Galatians 2:7:  Galatians 2:7-8 

 

 

Galations 1:13 For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the 
Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of 
God, and wasted it:  

I persecuted [What?] the church of God, and wasted it: 
 
What does Paul say in 1 Corinthians 10:31-32?  1 Corinthians 10:31-32 

 

Galations 1:14 And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals 
in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of 
my fathers.  
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Q:  So all these Jews who wanted to obey God implicitly, when he gave the instructions to them, that 
would be considered the righteousness of faith under the law, by doing it; and not until the revelation of 
Christ, as the fulfillment of the law, could their righteousness under the law be eliminated, right?  What I 
am trying to say is Paul... 
 
A:  Okay, Paul is doing all these things, but why is he doing it?  He is not doing it by faith.  He said, I 
profited in my religion above many mine equals.  He was doing it to establish his own righteousness.   
 

Q:  Was he doing it by faith, believing that is what God wanted to him to do?   
 

A:  Evidently not.  He was religious, but he was lost.  Paul says, I keep all that stuff, I do it all, but his 
motive for doing it was to prove himself right.   
 
Q:  I can see that after Christ, but prior to Christ... 
 
A:  These people back in Time Past, if that man was keeping the law out of faith, doing it because he 
loved God, and wanted to obey God, then when God sent a new message through John the Baptist, what 
would the man do?  Believe the advanced message.  Okay?  That is what happened.  If the man back 

there is doing it just to be zealous of his religion, and you know how it is that people are religious:  They 
don't care what is right and what is wrong; but, “Man, this is what I am going to do.”  “This is who I am, 
and I am profiting in this.”  Those people, when Christ showed up, what did they do?  They killed Him. 
 

 

Galations 1:15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my 
mother's womb, and called me by his grace,  

Paul got his apostleship directly from the Lord Jesus Christ and from God the Father.  God the Father and 
God the Son appointed Paul as an apostle.  Each of those things is very important.  Let’s looks at God the 
Father first. 
 
God the Father appointed Paul an apostle, and immediately upon that appointment, Paul conferred not 
with flesh and blood.  The Bible says that there was a man sent from God, whose name was John in John 
1:6.  When John the Baptist began his ministry to the nation Israel, he didn’t just dream up what he 
would do; rather he was a man sent from God the Father. 

 

Galations 1:16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among 
the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:  

Just as God the Father revealed the identity of Christ directly to Peter, so God the Father from heaven’s 
glory revealed to the apostle Paul a message and a ministry having to do with a new beginning.  Just as 

John’s ministry was a new opportunity and beginning for the nation Israel, so it was that the apostle 
Paul’s ministry is a new opportunity and new beginning for some other people—the dispensation of 
grace.  Both messages came by revelation—direct communication. 
 
The heathen is the heathen.  That is idol-worshipping Gentiles.  You will find Paul ministering to the idol-
worshiping Gentiles in Acts 14 and 17 in no uncertain terms.  Some of them called Paul and Barnabas 
“Mercury” and “Jupiter.”   In Acts 17 he was on Mars Hill with the Athenians (idol-worshippers) who 
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worshiped an unknown god.  There is no doubt of Paul’s Gentile ministry in the book of Acts.  See Gal 
2:9. 
 
Do you know where Paul got his revelation?  Flesh and blood didn’t reveal it to him.  Galatians 1:11-12 

 

Galations 1:17 Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were 
apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto 
Damascus.  

Galations 1:18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see 
Peter, and abode with him fifteen days.  

Galations 1:19 But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the 
Lord's brother.  

Galatians 1:18,19 – “Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him 
fifteen days.  But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord’s brother.”   
 
Now, tell me something: was James, the Lord’s brother, one of the twelve apostles?  No, he was not, but 
that verse indicates that he was an apostle.  It says, “Other of the apostles saw I none, except James.”  
Well that would indicate that James is an apostle, wouldn’t it?  If he is not one of the twelve, and yet he 
is an apostle, he would have to be an apostle in a secondary sense.  In other words, he was not one of 
that group, (of the twelve), but he was still one who was “sent out”.  Turn to Philippians 2:25 

 

Galations 1:20 Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before 
God, I lie not.  

Galations 1:21 Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia;  

Galations 1:22 And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea 
which were in Christ:  

Galations 1:23 But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in 
times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed.  

Galations 1:24 And they glorified God in me.  
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Galations: 2 

Paul Accepted by the Apostles 

Galations 2:1 Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem 
with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also.  (3rd visit) (33ad= crucifixion, 34ad = 

stoning of Stephen, extension of mercy 35= Soul’s conversion) (1+3+14= 18y after the cross) (35+18=53AD) 

Galations 2:2 And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto 
them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to 
them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had 
run, in vain. (Privately to them) 

 

Paul had received a further revelation from Christ from heaven, and it had to do with the gospel—God’s 
good news.  He went up to Jerusalem to communicate it to those other apostles, because Paul had 
learned some things that they needed to know about. 
 
This is an example of special revelation.  That is a special manifestation from God of himself to man.  
God has done that at various times in the past either personally or through the prophets.  They would 
speak for the Lord, and he would make his will known.  He has also done it through miracles.  Paul got 
some information from God that told him to go up to Jerusalem.  It was special revelation. 
 
There would not be any reason for that verse and for what he is saying for them to be anxious if he’s 
preaching the same gospel message that they are preaching.  He goes up to Jerusalem and tells them 
this Gospel of Grace that has been communicated to him.   
 
Paul goes up to Jerusalem and tells the apostles the gospel message that he is preaching.  Verse 9, they 
perceive it; they agree to it.  Come down to verse 14. 

 

 

Galations 2:3 But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was 
compelled to be circumcised:  

Galations 2:4 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, 
who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, 
that they might bring us into bondage:  

Galations 2:5 To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an 
hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.  



Do you think Paul would have allowed those people to put the Gentiles under a law system in light of 
that?  What does he tell them in chapter 5?  Galatians 5:1 – “STAND fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” 
 
Didn’t you read over there in Romans 7:4 where he said, “You are dead to the law; you are delivered 
from the law; don’t function under the law”?  If he had consented and the apostles had placed the 
Gentiles under commandments contained in ordinances, (religious ceremonial observances of a legalistic 
nature), how in the world did he write those things like he wrote in the book of Galatians?  It wouldn’t 
happen, folks.   
 
If that were the case, you would have to say in Acts 15 that Paul consented to the Gentiles being put 
under commandments contained in ordinances.  Then when he wrote Galatians and Romans, he 
repudiated what they were saying.  So, even if you said that, you can’t wait until Ephesians 2 to get rid of 
them.  You have to get rid of them in Galatians and Romans.  Do you see that?   
 
But, you will run into that teaching along the way, and you need to know about it.  I guarantee you will 
see it somewhere, and you need to understand that that stuff is just people taking verses and using them 
without a real clear understanding of what is going on.  You can get verses mixed up!  You know you can 
do that.   
 
You must remember that in the transition of the book of Acts, the departure always comes, not in Acts 2, 
not in Acts 28, but in the middle.  And I don’t care what subject you want to discuss, that’s where the 
departure comes.  That is where it has its beginnings.   
 
Now, Pastor Watson used to tell a story about a guy running across a field, and there was a bull chasing 
him.  And the bull was just about to get him with his horns.  But, there was a tree out in the middle of 
the field, so he ran over to the tree and saw that it was hollow.  So, he jumped in, and that bull was 
running around that tree just snorting and pulling at the ground.  But all of the sudden that man came 
out of that tree running across the field with that bull after him again.  There was an old farmer standing 
at the fence looking out, and the guy finally got over there and jumped the fence.  Then the farmer went 
over to him while the guy was lying on the ground panting and trying to catch his breath. 
 
The farmer said, “Mister why didn’t you just stay in the tree?  You were safe.” 
The guy looked up at him and said, “There was a bear in the tree!” 
 
(Well, neither Acts 2 with the bull chasing you in the field, or Acts 28 with the bear in the tree are safe 
positions to hold.  So, you need to just stay in the field running for dear life!) 

 

Galations 2:6 But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever 
they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's 
person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added 
nothing to me:  

They couldn’t tell Paul anything he didn’t already know.   
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Galations 2:7 But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the 
uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the 
circumcision was unto Peter;  

Paul’s gospel message was called “the gospel of the uncircumcision.”  Peter’s was the “gospel of the 

circumcision.”  We will study those terms later, but for now, note that the gospel of the circumcision and 

the gospel of the kingdom are related.  The gospel of the kingdom is the good news that the kingdom is 

becoming available to Israel; and the gospel of the circumcision is just an expanded version of it that 

says to the nation Israel, “Now you can go out and be a blessing to the nations.”  The nations of the 

earth can be blessed through Israel.   

 
The gospel of the uncircumcision is that God is ready to justify all men without any connection with 
Israel—His blessings to the nations without Israel.  It is comparable to the gospel of the grace of God 
that Paul was commissioned to preach.  Gal 2:9 is very important. 
 
The gospel committed to Paul was the gospel of Christ which he received, which he delivered. It was also 
called the gospel of the uncircumcision.  You can say it either way.  We now know that the basis of all 
God’s purposes in all the ages centered in the cross work of Christ, because that information was made 
known to us through Paul.  
 
“But contrariwise, “ – Now, you tell me, if you can’t add anything to me, but contrariwise, (but the 
opposite happens), what happened?  I told you something you didn’t know.  They could not add anything 
to Paul, but Paul could tell them some things they did not know yet.  
 
The new Bibles have Peter and Paul preaching the same gospel. Instead of the Gospel of the 
Circumcision and the Gospel of the Uncircumcision, they take the genitive case and translate it as a 
dative case and make it “the Gospel to the Circumcision” and the “Gospel to the Uncircumcison.”  The 
New King James Bible does exactly the same thing.   
 
(NIV) Galatians 2:7 On the contrary, they saw that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching the 
gospel to the Gentiles.  Doesn’t yours say “preaching the gospel of the uncircumcision"?  They eliminate 
the term “uncircumcision” every time it appears.  They change it to the word “gentile.”   
 
In Galatians 2:7 Paul talks about “the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the 
gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter.”  In Genesis 12 God calls Abraham out from among the 
nations.   
In Genesis 17 he gives them the sign of circumcision and erects that middle wall of partition between the 
circumcision and the uncircumcision.  And there is a “good news” that is given to the circumcision.   
Peter just verbalizes it in Acts 3:25-26:  
   
Then there is the gospel of the kingdom, which is built upon that message.  The gospel of the kingdom is 
exclusively a Jewish message.  And it focuses on the dynasty and the throne that is to be given to the 

Nation in the land.  The gospel of the circumcision identifies the Nation Israel in her land, and the 
salvation and blessing of God that will go to the nations (the Gentiles) through them.   
 
The gospel of the kingdom (Matthew 4:23, 9:35, 24:14) is the gospel that Christ preaches and trains his 
apostles to preach.  The gospel of the circumcision is based on the Abrahamic Covenant, and the gospel 
of the kingdom is based on the Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7).  And it has to do with the formation and 
the establishment of the government and the throne over the Nation.  In the gospel of the kingdom the 
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Nation Israel is saved from her enemies.  There is no blood atonement preached in the gospel of the 
kingdom.  The salvation in the gospel of the kingdom is a literal, physical, visible salvation in a kingdom, 
through the blessings and so forth.   
 
These messages are exclusively the province of the prophetic program.  They have nothing to do with us 
today.  Baptismal salvation is included in these messages along with “repent for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand”.  Those messages are there and they are exclusively there and you need to know how to 
distinguish those things.   
 
Now, on the other side, there is the gospel of the uncircumcision.  It is not based on the Abrahamic 
Covenant, but it has its basis in the mystery given to Paul.  It goes back and shows how God (foreseeing 
that he would justify the heathen through faith) justified Abraham in a special and unique manner.  He 
did this so that the Gentiles also might inherit the promise of eternal life.   
 
Now the gospel of the uncircumcision is committed to the apostle Paul, and it is based on the grace of 
God (Acts 20:24).  The gospel of the grace of God is committed to Paul – that is salvation without man’s 
works before or after (the whole issue is God’s grace).  And that message is the message that is 
proclaimed in the dispensation of the mystery – the dispensation of the grace of God.  When God is 
dispensing grace, he calls the gospel: the gospel of grace.  That is easy to understand.   
 
When he is dispensing the blessings through Israel’s kingdom, he calls the gospel: the gospel of the 
kingdom.  The kingdom program and the mystery program (the grace program) are two different 
programs.  Now that is not hard to understand, but these messages have to be distinguished.   
 
The gospel message today is a message of absolute total grace.  The program today is grace.  Now 
please understand me.  There is a difference between grace in a dispensation and the dispensation of 
grace.  We learned in Romans 4 that God always saved all men on the basis of the finished work of Christ 
at Calvary.  But in Times Past, they were not proclaiming a message of grace.  Therefore, works 
(baptismal salvation, enduring to the end and those things) were not excluded as an expression of their 
faith, of their saving faith, none the less. 
 
But today we do proclaim a message of grace.  It is a dispensation (a giving out) of a program and a 
system of grace where works are excluded both for salvation and as an expression of the faith that saves 
you.  Today God refuses works of any kind, and the man who is saved today is not the man who says, “I 
can prove I’m saved; look at my works.”  He’s the man, who says, “I can prove I’m saved, just look how 
I do not have any works”.  Do you understand what I am saying?  Look at the work Christ did at the 
cross.  You know how man is saved today, and you get his testimony when he tells you he isn’t working 
unlike the man in Times Past who would point to works. 
 
Now you have to distinguish between these messages.  But on the other hand, there are some gospel 
messages that are inter-related, for example, the gospel of God.  Come with me to 1 Thessalonians 2:2 

 

Galations 2:8 (For he (Holy Ghost)  that wrought effectually in Peter to the 
apostleship of the circumcision, (title)  the same was mighty in me toward 
the Gentiles:) (title) (He= Holy Ghost)   

(NIV) Galatians 2:8 For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was also 
at work in my ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles.   
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What are they preaching?  Peter is preaching the gospel to the Jews, and Paul is preaching the gospel to 
the Gentiles.  Do you see how that waters that down?  Even the New King James does that, instead of 
translating the preposition “to” as a genitive, which it is, they translate it as a dative, which it isn’t. 
 
The New International Version does not translate literal equivalency - to try to find an equivalent word as 
close as possible in your language for the word in the Greek text.  Rather, they read the verse and try to 
get the thought in their mind and then put it into the mind of the guy reading in the language of the 
translation.  They’re taking what they call a “dynamic equivalent”; that is, the thought and the idea rather 
than the word transfer.   
 
These two men, Peter and Paul, are of absolute equal authority.  The apostle Paul could say, “I wasn’t a 
whit [not even a little sliver] behind the very chiefest of the apostles.”  He could say it with regard to his 
appointment as an apostle just as Peter could say it about his.  Their authority is equal.  Paul’s message 
is simply one that comes later; hence, it supersedes the revelation that Peter got.  

 

Galations 2:9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be 
pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me 
and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the 
heathen, and they unto the circumcision.  

 

James, Cephas, and John saw the ministry God had given to Paul.  Those men had previously been told 
that whatever they bound on earth would be bound in heaven, and whatever they loosed on earth would 
be loosed in heaven.  They had been sent out to every creature, beginning with Israel, and then to all the 
nations and take the salvation of God to the nations through the instrumentality of Israel.  When they 
saw the further revelation given through Paul, they loosed themselves from that commission to go to all 
men. 
 
They confined their ministry to Israel until the age of grace is over, and then they will go. 
 
The “Great Commission” of Mark 16 goes out of commission in Acts 15 and Galatians 2.  So the “Great 
Commission does not even function today, by order of the men that it was given to, on the basis of their 
apostolic authority to loose themselves from it.  If you were to ask the 12 apostles who you should 
follow, they would tell you to follow Paul (Galatians 2:9). 
 
Have the twelve apostles been commissioned to go to the heathen?  He had said, “Go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature.”  Did that include the heathen?  Sure it did.  In this passage, 
did they loose themselves from the responsibility of going to the heathen?  The so-called great 
commission, the post-resurrection commission, went out of commission right there based on the 
authority that God Almighty gave the apostles to act officially for Him in His absence.    
 
If you want to get a bloody fight going, you try telling that to some people.  That’s a fact.  In Acts 15, the 
twelve apostles recognized the advanced revelation that had been committed to the apostle Paul and 
they said, “We see it; we recognize it, and we’ll enter into a public agreement to that effect.”   
 
If Peter stood here tonight, he would tell you, “Don’t follow me; follow Paul because he is God’s 
spokesman for today.  Any church built on Peter today ought to be pointing you to Paul.   
 
That’s the way the apostles used the authority that Christ gave them. 
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Okay?  They use their apostolic authority to officially recognize the new dispensation and the new 
message given by that new apostle, Paul.  So they do use it and they use it in other cases, too.  So what 
you have there is really, rather than it being a prayer promise and all that kind of stuff.  You know it just 
gets into terrible extremes, people.  People say, oh, I want to get two or three people to agree together 
with me in praying here and so forth, and if I do that, I can get whatever God says.  Well you know good 
and well, you have seen people get two or three friends to pray and ask God to do something good for 
you?  Sure you do and you pray and it does not come to pass.   
 
I watch that guy on the TV, Jim Baker.  I got a real kick out of that about a year and a half ago.  Tammy 
Sue was in the hospital, you know, had a nervous breakdown, she couldn't sing and she is out there in 
California for about two months, you know, in the ward where they keep them when you have a nervous 
breakdown and all that business.  Getting counseling, getting therapy and I used to think, well don't you 
reckon this guy with all these millions of people that love him so much, don't you think that there would 
be at least two or three of them that would pray for his wife.  I mean, he could do it and all them other 
dudes sitting on the couch everyday, they could do it and pray and ask God and God would get her out 
of that place?  She came back and she sat on that couch, you know, and she was crying, ‘boo hoo’, I 
want to sing so bad, but the doctor says I can't.   
 
Well that verse says where two or three of them agreed and asked, the father was going to do it.  Well 
then, either that verse is wrong or what they are saying about that verse isn't right.  See?  The latter is 
the case!  What that is, is that whole context is a context about the way that local church is to function in 
a time when tremendous problems and controversies are going to be in their midst and their Lord is 
going to be in heaven; and he sets up that government, among his apostles.  Revelation 1, 2, and 3, he 
walks in the midst of the candlesticks, in the midst of those churches and that is how he does it.   
 
 

 

Galations 2:10 Only they would that we should remember the poor; the 
same which I also was forward to do.  

Paul Opposes Peter 

Galations 2:11 But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to 
the face, because he was to be blamed. (Hypocrisy, falseness) 

Galations 2:12 For before that certain came from James, he did eat with 
the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated 
himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.  

Galations 2:13 And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; 
insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation. 

(Hypocrisy, falseness)     
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Galations 2:14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according 
to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, 
being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, 
why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?  

Galations 2:15 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the 
Gentiles, (Godless person)  

Paul, speaking to Peter.  Did you notice the way he used the word “sinners?”  In Romans he said, “all” 
are sinners.  Here he says, “Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles.”  An Old Testament Jew (a 
Jew under his covenant status) used that word sinner as a reference to an evil person living in 
immorality.  He especially used it of the Gentiles; those unworthy, outcast, separated people.  That word 
is used in that Time Past, Law sense in scripture and you need to be conscious of that.   
 

Notice how he uses the word “sinner” there.  In Romans Paul said “all” are sinners, Jew and Gentile.  
Here he says, “We who are Jews by nature, and NOT sinners of the Gentiles.”  An Old Testament Jew – a 
Jew under his covenant status – used the word sinner referring to an evil person living in immorality, and 
he especially used it of the Gentiles (those unworthy, outcast, separated people).  That word is used in 
the sense of the law of the Old Testament and you need to be conscious of that.  Romans 3 is describing 
the way it is now, in the Dispensation of Grace, but there was a time when it was possible to make a 
distinction between the Jew, the Gentile, the Jew by nature and the sinners of the Gentiles (people living 

in abject immorality.) 
 
It is obvious that Paul communicated these issues to Peter, and the context in which he did it is the 
conference in Acts 15, and what Peter is doing…  Acts 15:6-7 
 
I thought a minute ago he said he was an Israelite.  He did, didn’t he?  You see, folks, the issue here is 
those terms in your Bible are used interchangeably.  This nationalistic distinction that people try to make 
just doesn’t work.   
 
Now, the reason he can do that and the reason I can say to you that the ten northern tribes are not lost 
and that all ten tribes of Israel are still in existence even though that Northern Kingdom has been 
deported and gone, is that portions of all of the tribes moved down south to Judah when the division of 
the Kingdom took place.   
 
Do you want me to say that again?  Representatives of all of those ten tribes, the believing remnant, 
moved south to Judah and took up residence in the Southern Kingdom when the division took place.  I’ll 
show you why they did that next week, but I just want you to see that they did.  2 Chronicles 11:5 

 

Justified by Faith 

Galations 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the 
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus 
Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the 
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works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 
(faith of Christ= his faith, faithfulness, trust worthiness) (Believe in Jesus Christ = Faith in Jesus Christ)  

These verses are great verses to meditate on when you are contemplating the faithfulness of God to 
keep his word.  In this Galatians verse we see we are justified by the dependability of Jesus Christ to 
keep his word.  Christ was faithful when he went to the cross of Calvary and died for us and now he is 
faithful to his word to save me – to justify me.  In all these verses we are looking at, both the faith of 
Christ and our faith are indicated.   
 
In Galatians 2:16, Paul says to Peter: We know – we’ve settled this.  We’ve got this thing straightened 
out.  We know that a man is justified by faith.  Peter learned that.  That is part of the Gospel of the 
Grace of God.  It is one of the details of Paul’s Gospel that he communicated to those men [in Galatians 
2].  It is that further revelation about the work at the cross that they get from Paul.  Their program is 
based on that, after that meeting, just like ours is.  It is the basis of everything.  It is that “Now Time” 
revelation about that propitiatory work of Christ at Calvary.  The justice of God is free to impute 
righteousness to those that believe.   That’s always what he has done.  We now know that. 
 

Now that is pretty clear, isn’t it?  It is pretty clear that when you trust Christ as your Saviour, the law is 
done away with so you can get justified.  You could never get it with the law.  So you set the law aside 
saying, the law condemns me, but Christ will save me, so I am going to trust Christ and his grace which 
gives me life.  Paul consented that Peter understood that. 

 

Galations 2:17 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we 
ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? 
God forbid.  

Galations 2:18 For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make 
myself a transgressor.  

Galations 2:19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might 
live unto God.  

Do you know what the law does in your Christian life?  “For I through the law am dead to the law, that I 
might live unto God” (Galatians 2:19).  The law does the same thing in the life of a believer that it does 
in the life of an unbeliever.  The law condemns the unbeliever and it points him out as a sinner.  Every 
time you try to do something it says, “Not good enough.”  Do you know what the law does in the life of a 
believer?  It does the same thing.  It says, “Sinner, sinner, sinner!”  
 
The law is not going to help you bring forth fruit to God.  “For I through the law am dead to the law, that 
I might live unto God.  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me” (Galatians 2:19-20, emphasis added).  He is talking about “my life.”  The only way I can 
live for the Lord, and the only way the Lord can bring forth fruit in me, is for me to live according to the 
position that I have in Christ.  The life I live in the flesh is not me (and me operating) it is the life of 
Christ living in me.   
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Now we studied these doctrines in Romans 6-8, and we spent weeks and months literally going over 
those things very carefully and I expect you to understand the doctrinal framework there.   
I want to take those doctrines and apply them to the issue of your ambassadorship in the next couple 
lessons. 
 
There is a tremendously important issue involved in these verses.  The Galatians were trying (after they 
had gotten saved and were justified by faith) to go back under the law to try to live their Christian life.  
They were justified before God.  They have acceptance before God on the basis of grace.  But now as 
saved people they have to perform and do things in order to perfect their salvation.  In other words, now 
they put themselves under the law as believers. 
 
If Satan cannot get you to work for your salvation (you just trust Christ and what he did and get saved) 
then as a believer Satan tries to get you to put yourself under a performance system.  He gets you to put 
up all these expectations and live up to them, and say, “See I am pleasing God because I am living up to 
this.”   
 
But you should have his word inside of you guide your Christian life by grace.  It is critical that you 
understand that principle – the difference between law and grace – with regard to your Christian life as 
well as in regard to getting saved.  That is a tremendously important principle.  Look at Romans 6:14 

 

48:2:20 ഞാൻ ക്രിസ്തുവിനോടുകൂടെ ക്രൂശിക്കപ്പെട്ടിരിക്കുന്നു; ഇനി 

ജീവിക്കുന്നതു ഞാനല്ല ക്രിസ്തുവത്രേ എന്നിൻ ജീവിക്കുന്നു; (Christian life) 

(Sanctification) ഇപ്പോൻ ഞാൻ ജഡത്തിൻ ജീവിക്കുന്നതോ എന്നെ സ്നേഹിച്ചു 

എനിക്കു വേണ്ടി തന്നെത്താൻ ഏല്പിച്ചുകൊടുത്ത ദൈവപുത്രങ്കലുള്ള 

വിശ്വാസത്താലത്രേ ജീവിക്കുന്നതു (Faith of the Son of God) (Key to our Christian life) 

We are not to live by our faith in him, but by his faithfulness to me to do what he purposed and 
promised.  If we build up his word in our souls, God will use it to motivate us and to produce the 
Christian life.  I don’t have to grunt and twist and push to make Christ live in me.  The life that I live in 
the flesh I live by his faithfulness.  Ephesians 3:12. 
 
Several things we’ve noticed in that is that “I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live,” and the 
source of our new life is the “faith of the Son of God.”  
 
Galatians 2:20 – “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for 
me.”   
 
Who produces the works in me?  Do I, or does Christ?  If there is anything I do on this earth that God is 
going to approve of, who produces it?  Christ produces it; it is not me!  His faithfulness is what produces 
anything of value in me right now.  1 Corinthians 15:9-10 
 
Do you know what it means to give yourself away?  Do you remember Galatians 2:20 – the exchanged 
life?  “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”  That 
is the exchanged life.  It’s not me, but it’s Christ.  Well, that is this – when it quits being your life.   
 
You see, as long as it is you, you can’t do it.  Can you?  But when it is his life, then it is different.  But, 
you see, that is what we are talking about.  We are talking about one of the practical applications of 
being controlled by God’s Spirit. 
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Now, I said to in the last lesson, you have to remember that God the Holy Spirit never points you at 
himself.  All this preaching you hear about being filled with the Spirit, and how to get the Spirit, is not 
ordained, and is not originated by God the Holy Spirit.  God the Holy Spirit never led anybody to pray to 
be filled with the Spirit of God and have all that mess happen to them.  God the Holy Spirit points you to 
Christ, and he points you to your identification with Christ and his death and his resurrection and his 
session at the Father’s right hand today.  He points you to the truth of who God has made you in Christ.  
Because that is what the Spirit of God is doing today.  He is putting people into living union with Christ, 
and he is taking the life that they have in Christ and making that manifest. 
 
 

 

Galations 2:21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness 
come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.  

Paul is just pointing out to Peter that if you are justified by grace and then go back and build up the law 
again, trying to live your life as a believer on the basis of the law principle, you just condemn yourself.  If 
I said I was going to set aside the law and trust Christ and be justified by grace.  Now, as a justified 
person, if I go back to the law and try to operate on that basis I would be building up again that which I 
set aside – that which I destroyed.  That would be condemning myself.   
 
The law will not do anything for a believer that it did not do for an unbeliever.  The law did not stop sin 
in the unbeliever.  The law did not give the unbeliever the ability to please God.  He did not measure up 
to perfect obedience.  The same thing applies in your life.  You cannot measure up to perfect obedience 
and that would condemn you also. 
 
Notice what Paul says: “if righteousness come by the law.”  What is righteousness?  What does it mean 
to be justified?  It means to be declared righteousness.   
 
So Paul says in Galatians 2:21: “I do not frustrate the grace of God.”  Do you know how you frustrate the 
grace of God?  According to the verse, you do it by teaching justification by works.  According to the 
dictionary sitting on my desk “to frustrate” is “to defeat a thing by nullifying another persons 
accomplishment.”  In other words, it means to prevent somebody from accomplishing the purpose they 
have.  It means to nullify it, to do away with it.  I do not frustrate it.   
 
Well, I do not defeat the grace of God by nullifying what Christ did at Calvary.  You frustrate the grace of 
God by teaching justification by grace plus works – by adding something to “faith alone” in Christ.  
Romans 4:16: “Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace.”   
 
Do you understand, gentleman, that you can destroy grace in the offer of the gospel message?  You can 
present the gospel in such a way that there is no grace, and it is no longer a grace gospel, but now it is a 
works type.  And when you do that, you frustrate God’s grace.  So, what must you do?  You must teach 
people to listen for grace.  A man could ask God to save him, and just trust God Almighty and nothing 
else, and by faith cast himself upon God and his mercy, and God will save him, won’t he?  That man 
might not understand about the virgin birth of Christ.  He may have never heard about it. 
 
People say, “How much doctrine does a man have to have before he gets saved?”  Well I have seen 
people get saved without understanding the virgin birth of Christ.  They just knew God loved them, and 
that Christ died for them, and they just rested in him.  And do you know what made the difference?  
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They believed grace.  They did not work.  They just turned their case completely, and totally, and 
forever, over to God Almighty, and trusted what God did.   
 
After they got saved then they got into the details of it.  Then they began to understand all about what 
Christ did, and then they built the doctrine in their souls so they have stability.  And they know why God 
would accept them - they were accepted on the basis of grace.   
 
I know other people who know all about the virgin birth of Christ, and they know that Christ died for their 
sins, and he died for everybody’s sins, and he was buried.  They believe he was raised from the dead, 
and they believe he is going to come back one day.  And, they are just lost and going to hell.  Do you 
know why?  Because they have works involved in it.  They believe Jesus paid a part and I a part you 
know, and the crimson stain, we’re going to wash it white as snow.  Now they would not say it to you 
that way, but that is what they do in their practice.  You have to be careful. 
 
Now, how is it that the Galatians, of all people, could be so quickly subverted?  How is it that somebody 
could come into the Galatians and pervert the gospel, and change it from a grace gospel to a works 
gospel, and frustrate the grace message?  Look at Galatians 3:1 

 

 

Galations: 3 

Turn to Galatians 3, and we want to begin to look at the issue of how grace works in the life of a 
believer.  And we want to look at the principle of grace and how it operates in the believer’s life.  And we 
want to look at Satan’s policy of evil against the dispensation of grace (not only his design to distort the 
grace gospel) but also his design to destroy and distort the grace walk of the believer.   
 
You will find, gentlemen, in your life as an ambassador, that you have to understand the principle upon 
which your ambassadorship operates.  You have to understand the power that operates your 
ambassadorship.  You have to understand the process, so you have to understand how grace functions 
for you as a believer. 
 
We have talked about the message of grace with regard to the gospel, and how Satan attacks it and tries 
to destroy grace and pull grace out of the gospel, and thus make the gospel of none effect.  Well the 
same thing is true with the issue after you get saved.  A person gets saved (they trust Christ) and they 
are a member of the body of Christ.  Well your life as a believer has to operate on the same principle of 
grace.  So you need to understand how grace works for you as a believer.   
 
And Satan’s policy is to make the Christian life empty and useless and vain and defeated by seeking to 
substitute a works program for the Christian life – the law principle instead of the grace principle by 
which you operate.   
 
Your life as an ambassador must be built on an understanding of grace in your walk.  As you minister to 
people, and as you preach to people, your ministry must minister grace to people.  A great deal of the 
frustration that goes on in the church today is because the whole system operates on the law principle.  
And a great deal of frustration in your life comes about because you operate on the basis of the law 
principle rather than on the basis of grace. 
 
Grace allows you to be accountable.  It allows you to be open and honest.  Anytime you are covering up 
things it is the old reactionary legalism.  And you need to understand how to have the life that is in you 
produce that walk that allows the life of the Lord Jesus Christ to be the thing that dominates you.   

tw://bible.*/?id=48.3.1|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.3.0|_AUTODETECT_|


 

By Faith, or by Works of the Law? 

Galations 3:1 O foolish Galations atians, who hath bewitched you, that 
ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been 
evidently set forth, crucified among you?  

Notice they had a clear understanding of the gospel message.  They understood the crucifixion of Christ 

so clearly it was as though they were right there living when he died.  They started out right, but they 
lapsed.  They quit obeying the truth: “who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth.”  They 
were obeying the truth, they were running well, but now they are not obeying it.   
 
They got a good start: “before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently [plainly and clearly] set 
forth, crucified among you” (3:1).   Paul spelled out the issues of the gospel, and so plainly, that they 
saw their position in Christ as though they were actually there with him.  And yet then they lapse.   

 
Well, why in the world did they do that?  The second word in the verse tells you: “O foolish Galatians”.  
That word “foolish”, according to Webster, means “unthinking, a thoughtless person”.  We would say 
somebody is lazy minded.  Did anyone ever say to you that you are not thinking, or you are not using 
your head?  That is what the Galatians were doing.   
 
Look in Luke 24:25.  Jesus is talking to the two on the road to Emmaus: “Then he said unto them, O 

fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken.”  What is a fool?  A fool is 
somebody that is slow of heart to believe.  A fool is somebody that is not thinking about what they are 
reading, and hearing, and what is going on.  These people were just not getting it.   
 
And the Galatians were doing just that.  You see they did not detect the different gospel, when these 
people came in and preached “another gospel which, was not another.”  They come in and pervert the 
gospel of Christ, and remove them from grace, and they do not detect the difference.  What are you 

doing when you do not detect differences?  You are not thinking!  These people got confused and didn’t 
even know they were confused.  (Have you ever met anybody like that?)  These people come in and 
confuse them, and they do not even notice it.  In fact, they just were not listening very carefully, were 
they?  Well what were they doing?  1 Timothy 1:4 
 
“O foolish Galatians, [slow thinking, lazy minded, not thinking about the message, and you have to think 
about the message] who hath bewitched you.”  The word “bewitched” means “to fool somebody with a 

trick or an imitation”.   
 
The only way you will ever be able to tell the true colors of somebody (the only way you will ever be able 
to try them genuinely and tell their true colors) is by the message that they preach.  That is why Paul 
tells them in Galatians 1:8: “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you 
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.”  If anybody preaches anything but a 
grace message (a grace gospel) to you just leave the guy.  Leave him go and get away from him, and 
leave him to God’s judgment.  Do you see?  If any man ”preach any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.”   
 
And the result of that curse is: foolishness, being bewitched, not running well, being excluded from Paul, 
having a big impressive show with no stability in it, biting and devouring one another.  And that was the 
confusion, and the contention, and the ranker that was at Galatia.  It all comes from that one issue: 
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moving away from grace.  Come with me to Romans16 and 1 Corinthians 1.  I want you to see 
something about this “beguiling”.  Romans 16:17-19 
 
Now look at Galatians 3.  We talked about verse 1: “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye 
should not obey the truth.”  They were slow thinkers and they were not keenly thinking.  Their minds 
were not keen and alert and consequently they had become bewitched.  Somebody came along and cast 
a spell on them, and it had deceived them with regard to grace.  We talked about those things in regard 
to them departing from the gospel of grace and perverting the gospel.   
 
But notice the next part: “that ye should not obey the truth” (Galatians 3:1).  They were no longer 
obedient to the truth of grace that had been committed to them.   

 

Galations 3:2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by 
the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  

Tell me something.  Did you get the Spirit by the hearing of faith?   Yes.  The theologian said that you 
got the hearing of faith by the Spirit—it won't work, it just won't work.   Folks, believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt, what?   Be saved.  Brother, if you think you can be regenerated and not be saved, 
you have a different doctrine about that than I do.   
 
Now I want you to understand something, I am not promoting any goodness in man.  Don't go away 
from here and say, “Brother Jordan believes there is something good in man.”  You never heard me say 
that.  The flesh profits nothing.  Your flesh cannot do a thing.  But folks, when that life-giving message 
comes in, it works.  It isn't work when you give up everything that you are doing, and trust something 
that somebody else did.  There is no merit in that—confessing yourself, and acknowledging yourself to be 
a sinner who has no merit, nothing that he can bring.  You just rest in what God did for you in Christ.  
There is no merit.  Where do you see any merit for yourself in that?  Romans 6:17-18 
 
Continuing: “before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?  This 
only would I learn of you” (Galatians 3:1,2).  He said, “Let me ask you some questions.”  And then he 
asks: “Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?” (3:2).  How did you get 
the Spirit?  How did you get eternal life?  How did you receive the Spirit of God?  Did you get it by 
working or by faith?  It was by faith, wasn’t it?   
 
Galatians 3:2 – “This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the 
hearing of faith?”  Which one?  How did you receive the Spirit of God?  You received it by the hearing of 
faith.  You believe and after you believe, the Spirit of God comes in.  That’s the issue there.  There is not 
a second blessing, a second issue down the line, and the way you know that is Romans 8:9.  The way 
you know it is not by retranslating your bible.  The way you know it is by looking for another verse in 
your bible that will explain the doctrine for you.  Romans 8:9 

 

Galations 3:3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now 
made perfect by the flesh?  

"Having begun in the Spirit, [You began in the book of Romans right where you ought to begin.] 
are ye now made perfect by the flesh?"  That was the problem, and it was a head problem.  
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Galatians 3:1:  “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you?”  Somebody came along and 
tricked them into thinking improperly, incorrectly. 
 
He says, That’s a dumb way to think, fella.  If you were made perfect in the Spirit; I mean, if you began 
in the Spirit, what is the flesh going to add to you?  It doesn’t add anything to you.   
 
You were made complete to start with.  What is the flesh going to add to you?   He says: God has done 
something special for us in this age.  Don’t go back under that like a Jew.  You’ve got the blessing.  You 
got it by grace.  It is pointless to go back under the Law.  Let me give you an illustration.  (Galatians 
3:15) 
 
He was saying that we receive the Spirit by grace (the hearing of faith), so why do you want to go back 
under the performance system?  And in Chapter 5 he said to the Galatians they had slipped away from 
the principle of grace to the performance system of the Law.  They had moved away from functioning 
under the principle of grace.  When one does that he puts himself back under the Law and he walks 
under the flesh. 
 
THE WORKS OF THE LAW = THE FLESH! 
 
You see, the flesh can do some good things that give you the idea that you are going to be perfected by 
those good things.  Surely no one thinks they will be perfected by doing evil things.  What are some of 
those “good things?” (Galatians 4:9-10) 
 
They teach that you do not have to work to get saved, but you have to work to stay saved.  That is what 
happened at Galatia.  Galatians 3:3 says, “Are ye so foolish?  having begun in the Spirit, are ye now 
made perfect by the flesh?”  The idea is “live it or lose it!”  You will hear that all your life.  I was raised 
with that expression.  People say, “I believe if you don’t live it, you lose it.”   
 
“Are ye so foolish?” (3:3).  He said, “You have the fact that you got saved by grace figured out and that 
you have eternal life from the Spirit of God by grace through faith.  And then: “having begun in the 
Spirit” (3:3).  I mean if your works could not save you and the Spirit had to do it: “are ye now made 
perfect by the flesh?”  In other words, you could not save yourself – the Spirit of God had to come in and 
save you.  You just quit working and received him by faith.  Now that you are saved (and you know you 
did not save yourself) are you so foolish as to think that you are going to do something that is going to 
perfect your salvation?   
 
The issue here is growing to maturity.  The issue is sanctification.  The issue is if you understand that you 
are justified by faith, then you understand that your sanctification is also by faith.  “Have ye suffered so 
many things in vain? If it be yet in vain”  
 
We have been over this passage before, and I tried to point out to you that Satan’s policy of evil against 
the body of Christ is designed specifically to make the Christian life vain (to make it empty, to make it 
useless) through seeking to be sanctified by works.  It will cause the Christian to try to be sanctified and 
to be perfect (as Paul says here) by the law principle – by a performance system.   
 
And we have talked about what happens when you put yourself under a performance system.  All you do 
is bring condemnation on yourself.  You are seeking to perform in such a way as to please God on the 
basis of what you are doing.  And that is just going to bring havoc to your Christian life. 
  
In that passage above, the “foolish Galatians” is the way you will find most believers in your ministry.  In 
your ministry you will find most believers to be slow thinking – foolish.   
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They will be seeking, not to walk on the basis of grace, but trying to walk on the basis of the law (on the 
basis of the performance system) seeking to get God’s blessing and meet God’s requirements for blessing 
in their life by their performance.  They seek to get answers to prayer on the basis of their intensity.  
They seek to have physical health and well being and prosperity on the basis of their intensity and their 
performance, rather than on the basis of what they have in Christ, totally and unconditionally given to 
them by grace.  And that is the way you are going to find most believers.  Many believers will go back 
toward that legalism.   
 
We studied some time ago how Paul wrote to the Ephesians and how he spent years there with them.  
And then what does he tell Timothy, in 1 Timothy?  They are going back under the law.  They are going 
back under the performance system. 
  
You are going to find that is true in your own life.  Some traumatic event will come along (or maybe it is 
just going to be the drudgery of the day in and day out) and finally pressure builds up and you will 
experience this.   
 
There is a psychological term that is used just as a cop-out for people who want to quit something, and 
that term is “burn-out.”  That is simply another term for “cop-out.”  Burn-out is a psychological term that 
was introduced in the late 60’s and early 70’s to describe more and more pressure building up on people, 
and finally they cave in under the pressure.  Well burnout is not anything new.  And it is not anything you 
have to worry about.   
  
You do not have to worry about living under pressure.  Most people work better under pressure.  And if 
you handle pressure properly (that is without sinful responses but with proper responses) you will avoid 
stress.  And stress is what causes you to burnout.  Stress is simply the result of a sinful response – an 
improper response to pressure.   
 
But if you respond to pressure in a biblical way (and a scriptural way) you will find that it will motivate 
you and enhance your life.  And when you get involved in burnout and that kind of thing, it is because 
you sinfully responded to the pressure that you are under.   
 
Well you are going to find in your ministry, that believers (and yourself) are going to always be moving 
toward the law principle.  When you meet an unsaved person you have to find out whether they are 
saved or lost – where they are spiritually.  Well, when you meet believers you need to do the same thing.  
 
A reversionistic believer is a believer acting in reverse of who he is.  It is the believer going back – 
reverting back to the old lifestyle.  And it is the result of not operating on the basis of sound doctrine – 
not operating on the basis of grace. 

 

Galations 3:4 Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in 
vain.  

(Galatians 3:4).  He says, “Are you just going to take the Christian life and make it all empty and useless 
and worthless?” 
 
Look back at a passage that we went down through when we studied Roman 6-8.  In Galatians 2:17,18 
Paul is talking to Peter about justification by faith and he says: “But if, while we seek to be justified by 
Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin?  God forbid.  For if I 
build again the things which I destroyed.”  What did he destroy?  He destroyed the law.  He put aside the 
law.   
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Justification by faith puts aside the law.  You are not justified by the law, but you are justified by faith in 
Christ.  But it says, “Now that I am justified, and now that we are saved and we are right with God (and 
have his righteousness) if I now build the law again as a principle, I make myself a transgressor”  
(Galatians 2:18).   

 

Galations 3:5 He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and 
worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by 
the hearing of faith?  

How does he do it? - By the hearing of faith.  See, they thought the blessings were going to come by the 
works of the Law, not by the hearing of faith.  They had had somebody come in there and try to put 
them back under the Law to get the blessing.  
 

People always talk about the working of miracles, but nobody ever says anything about the guy 
ministering the Spirit to you - and that’s spelled with a big S: the Holy Spirit.  Do you know what he’s 
talking about there?  He’s talking about a man who has doctrine down in his soul; he has the word of 
God stored up in his heart.  That man’s spirit takes that word of God and communicates it with words 
through the force of his personality.  He communicates those words to his hearer’s spirit, and it’s words 
that are being communicated, folks.  There is a communication of spiritual truths to the spirit of his 
hearer through a spiritual agent which is the Holy Spirit, and it’s done by words. 

 
When I stand and preach (as I’m teaching you now) there is a spiritual communication that takes place 
between us.  When there is just man’s communication, then we understand on a man’s level; but when 
you preach the word of God, you are ministering the Spirit of God to those people because God the Holy 
Spirit doesn’t work apart from the word, nor does the word work apart from the Spirit.  Don’t 
misunderstand me and literalize this, but it is as if the Spirit of God goes out of my mouth, and into your 
ears and down into your heart.  Don’t make it so literal that you say that is the only way the Spirit of God 

works; but if I preach God’s words, and my body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, I can logically assume 
that as I take the words of God that are in my heart and give them out, what goes out with the words?  
Take that in the context of preaching.  Folks, real preaching sends a part of the preacher with it.  Here is 
all this doctrine stored up in this man’s soul.  Listen, people, can you understand the importance of that 
edification complex in your soul - this edifice of sound doctrine down there?  Can you begin to see why 
God wants to build that in you? 
 

I read a book that had A Recipe For a Sermon.  (Man!  I like this.  This is really great!)   
 
Take several theological and moral platitudes. 
Mix with equal parts of dedication, evangelism and stewardship. 
Add several “the Bible says.” 
Stir in a selection of stories. 
Add salvation to taste. 

Serve hot on a bed of scripture verses. 
 
I read that, and I said, “Nuts, man!”  Then I thought about it, and I decided that’s about what the 
average preacher does. 
 
Listen, gentlemen, God Almighty isn’t going to let you preach truths that you don’t know and feel.  Vance 
Havner talks about “trafficking in unfelt truths.”  What he means by that is truth that’s not stored in your 
soul.  That reminds me to say this: if God Almighty is going to use you, He’s going to have to teach you 
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something.  The Lord Jesus Christ learned obedience “by the things which He suffered.”  He learned - 
there was an education value, and He took advantage of it; and listen: you are going to get them, too. 
 
What I’m saying to you is that there are going to be some problems in your life.  There’s going to be a 
paycheck to collect.  God Almighty is going to take the truths that you know and work them into the warp 
and woof of your life.  He is going to make them a part of the fabric of your soul.  It won’t be enough 
that you just know these things.   
 
Somebody said that “it takes twenty years to make a sermon because it takes twenty years to make a 
preacher because it takes twenty years to make a man.”  What that means is simply that the ability to 
get the message across to people is going to cost you something. 
 
Real preaching has to do with communicating a message to people, and real preaching is going to cost 
you something.  It is not just a matter of walking into a pulpit on Sunday morning, standing there, giving 
it out and then just walking away like it wasn’t anything.  That isn’t real preaching.  A lot of that goes on 
in the world, but that isn’t what I’m interested in training you guys to do.  I want you to know that there 
is going to be a price to be paid. 
 
Listen, when the problems, the difficulties and the learning experiences the Lord lets come your way 
begin to come, praise the Lord for them and learn something.  Don’t get bitter; don’t get all bossy; don’t 
get in a sweat about it; don’t quit; don’t get all tangled up in them.  Learn something.  Keep in 
perspective who you are and what you are doing, and never forget that the most important thing that 
you have to do is to preach the word; and if you’re going to preach it, it is going to cost you.  It cost 
Paul.  It cost every man of God that ever lived and served God faithfully in every age, no matter what the 
dispensation, and it is going to cost you.  
 
The privilege of preaching, gentlemen, means that God is going to teach you and put you through the 
fire and put you in that grace factory so that you will be able to say with Paul, I love you people, 
although the more I love you, the less I am loved.  I am willing to spend and be spent for you.  I am 
willing to impart to you my own soul, also.  I am willing to have somebody reach down inside of me and 
just pull out who I am and give it to you.  That is never easy, but you will be a man or woman of God will 
use if you take that attitude about your Christian life.   
 
Gentlemen, you will never be able to preach God’s word as a man of God in the ministry with power until 
you have that settled in your heart.  Come with me to II Corinthians, Chapter 2. 
 
When you talk about those things, you know, somebody says, “Boy!  That’s too tough!  It’s too much for 
me!”  Well, here’s the passage.  Sometimes you are going to get bowed down with the weight of the load 
and the responsibility, and here’s the passage:  2 Corinthians 2:14-16 

 

Galations 3:6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to 
him for righteousness.  

That is the righteousness of faith – Romans 4. 
 
In other words, Abraham was justified by faith.  Now, here is something to understand and grasp. 
 
The issue there is: if justification comes by the law, then it would be works, because the law is a works 
system, it is not a grace system.   
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Galations 3:7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same 
are the children of Abraham.  

Now, they are not necessarily the physical descendants of Abraham but they are the spiritual kindred of 
Abraham.  Why?  They walk in the steps of that (same) faith of our father Abraham.   
 
The word “father” can be used in a lot of different senses.  I have three boys and they look at me and 
they call me “daddy” - father.  They are my physical descendants.  But, you know, we have other fathers.   
We talk about George Washington as the “father of our nation.”  How many of you are physical 
descendants of George Washington?  Well then, how can he be your father?  You understand how that 
can be, don’t you?  He is the one who laid down the principles upon which we function as a nation.  We 
talk about the founding fathers.  Abraham is a father in that kind of sense.  Paul says: Know this.  Get 
this thing straight that the children of faith are the children of Abraham. 
 
We looked at passages last time, did we not, that indicate that just because they were the physical 
descendants did not mean that they were really the children of Abraham?  Do you remember that 
passage in John 8 where the Pharisees say, Abraham is our father; we are the seed of Abraham?  Christ 
acknowledges: Yes, you are the physical descendants of Abraham, but you’re not the children of 
Abraham.  You’re the children of the devil.  
 
The idea is that you could be the physical descendant but all they who are of Abraham (his descendants) 
are not Abraham’s real children because the issue is not just being physical descendants.  Circumcision 
was supposed to tell them that, and Abraham certainly understood it as being death to the flesh.  It is 
not the physical issue – it is faith that is the issue. 
 
“They that are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.”  Verse 7 is the principle in every situation, 
in prophecy as well as it is in the mystery.  In the prophetic program it wasn’t just enough to be the 
physical descendant of Abraham.  In the covenant made to Abraham, you had to be his physical 
descendant to get certain blessings, certain physical rewards, but just being his physical descendant did 
not mean that you were going to get those rewards.  You had also to be first the child of faith.  You had 
to be a child of God by faith first.  If you were not, well then, being Abraham’s descendant did not do 
anything but what it did for the fellows in John 8.  

 

Galations 3:8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 
heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, 
saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.  

Paul gives an attribute of God to the scripture – “The scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 
heathen”.  It has the ability to foresee the future.  You just cannot get around the connection; it is that 
close.  If that book is not that close to God and it is not God’s word, then the whole thing is just a bunch 
of baloney; it’s a lie.  It foresees that God is going to justify the heathen, and therefore it says it 

“preached before the gospel unto Abraham.”  Tell me something – did Abraham have a bible?  No, 
Abraham did not have a bible.  Five hundred years passed before Moses ever wrote any of that stuff 
down.  He did not have a bible.  Therefore, the scripture is doing something that cannot be done.  
Abraham did not have a bible to preach to him.  So, how could the scripture preach to him?  God 
preached to him!  And Paul says that the scripture did it!  Do you know what Paul is saying?  He is saying 
that the scripture and God are one.  They are equal.  Now that is how close that connection is between 
them. 
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Because God knew he was going to justify you, he “preached before the gospel unto Abraham, [saying], 
In thee shall all nations be blessed.”  There is something that God did in regard to Abraham’s justification 
that he did because he knew the Dispensation of Grace was coming.  He did not reveal it but we can now 
look back and see that God had us in mind all along and made provision for us.  Mr. Stam said it over 
and over again:  when you study the rest of the bible in the light of Paul’s revelation, you see that God 
had us in mind all along.  He did keep it secret.  He did not tell anyone about the Body of Christ or the 
Dispensation of Grace, but God knew about it and provided for us.  Abraham therefore was justified in a 
special, unique manner, so that he could be a dual father.   
Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. [That’s Romans 4:3 and 
Genesis 15:6.]  
 
“Foreseeing “- God knew ahead of time what he was going to do.  “The heathen” (that‘s us).  God knew 
that he was going to justify us in the Dispensation of Grace by faith.  Abraham was justified in a special 
and unique manner in order that we might be included in the promise - hence, in the blessing - because 
nobody gets eternal life except the children of Abraham; that is to whom eternal life was promised.  

 

Galations 3:9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful 
Abraham.  (There is not any eternal life outside the seed of Abraham) 

Abraham had a dual justification:  Romans 4 and James 2 sets forth each.  People get really messed up 
about that because they do not understand the unique message committed to Paul. 
 
The apostle Paul “ties the rag on the bush” with that verse.  Verses 7-9 is Romans 4 in a nutshell.  The 
long and the short of it is that the wisdom of God provided so that the Gentiles today who are justified 
through faith can look back to Abraham as their father and claim the blessing of righteousness of faith 
mentioned in Verse 6 just like anybody else can.  God’s wisdom fixed it that way.   
 
You ask, “How is it that Gentiles can be blessed through Abraham?”  That is what Acts 28-ers do with 
that passage. “How can a Gentile – uncircumcised, out-of-the-covenant, on the wrong side of the wall of 
partition - be blessed with Abraham?”  The answer is back in Romans 4:1-12.  How was it reckoned to 
Abraham?  It was not reckoned to Abraham when he was on the right side of the wall of partition.  There 
wasn’t any middle wall of partition at the time.  The middle wall was circumcision.  It was not up yet.   
 
You see, we can be the children of Abraham and therefore be blessed through Abraham in that special 
and unique manner by which Abraham was justified.   We are the children of Abraham in accordance 
with the manner of our justification.  It matches Abraham’s.  That was not true in the prophetic program 
but it is true today because God has changed the program.  

 

The Righteous Shall Live by Faith 

Galations 3:10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the 
curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of the law to do them.  

So what is Israel’s condition back there in Time Past, under the Mosaic Covenant?  It is that they are 
cursed.  God set them apart to be His nation, and to give them the kingdom; but they are cursed.  They 
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have broken the law.  They need a Saviour.  Politically, it was why the times of the Gentiles had begun.  
They violated the law, and God finally dispersed them as He told them He would do in Leviticus 26.  God 
told them if they broke the covenant He would punish them; and if they kept breaking it, He would go 
another step.  There were five courses of judgment that God gave them.  (That will be part of our study 
when we do Old Testament Survey.)  So when John the Baptist showed up, there had been 400 years 
when Israel had been without a prophet. 
 
All of a sudden God sends John the Baptist to Israel.  Matthew 3:1-2. 
 
Now, when you are blessed with Abraham, like Verse 9 says, you are blessed with the same promise 
given to Abraham because of the fact that you are the children of Abraham by faith.  That promise has to 
do, again, with the issue of eternal life.  The way Abraham was going to be heir of the world was through 
that basic issue of eternal life.  If you get the blessing of eternal life, how are you going to get it – by the 
works of the Law or by the hearing of faith?  That’s the issue in Galatians 3.  
 
I read that and I say, “Hmm, that’s interesting.”  Do you know what the Law does to people?  It curses 
them.  

 

Galations 3:11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of 
God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.  

Galations 3:12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth 
them shall live in them.  

There is a performance system there and if you are under the Law, you are under the curse.  If you are 
under faith, then you get the blessing.  If you go back to the book of Deuteronomy and read the 
passages that talk about that, you will find that the curse has to do with death and ultimately with eternal 
death and damnation.  

 
What is the problem there?  No one can keep the law.  
 
The law is to do, do, do, and do!  Now, if justification came by works, (and that is what he is saying – 
that if it was a works principle that got me justified) then Christ’s death was just worthless, useless, in 
vain.  There would have been no reason for it at all.  If justification came by your works, then Christ’s 
work at Calvary was useless.  Now that is a strong statement.   

 

Galations 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree: (Deut 21:23) 

Christ has redeemed us, ransomed us, delivered us by paying the complete price required.  Therefore, 
you want to remember that redemption has to do with deliverance, through paying a price - especially in 
the context of Romans, Chapter 3 and the Pauline epistles.  Going back to the book of Luke, the term is 
used in a slightly different way – in a broader aspect of the idea of deliverance – in a passage like Luke 
21:28. 
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In your notes there, write down 1 Corinthians 12:3.  Paul says that no man “speaking by the Spirit of God 
calleth Jesus accursed.”  And yet, Galatians says that Christ was made a curse for us.   
 
You know folks, a proper description of what took place on that cross is just about as close to blasphemy 
as you can get and still be saved.  What happened there is that penetrating, and that significant.  The 
Lord Jesus Christ was made sin.  What does that mean?  He is made a curse.  That is more than just 
bearing the weight and load of sin.   
 
Look over to John 3 and that will give you an idea.  It is one thing just to get punched out for sin and 
bear the punishment, but it’s another to be made sin and to be made to be a curse. (John 3:14) 
 
In other words, the Lord Jesus Christ went to the cross and bought us back.  He brought us out and 
bought and redeemed us from the curse of the Law.   He redeemed us from eternal death.  Do you 
remember when we studied Romans 3 we looked at this and other passages, and I tried to show you that 
Jesus Christ took your eternal damnation and bought you back from eternal death?  That is the issue.  
Notice carefully the purpose for which he redeemed us: verse 14. 
 
The Law is a curse in your Bible, the way it is laid out.  
 
When they put that crown of thorns on His head and said, “Hail, King,” they didn’t know what they were 
doing but we look at it and we know because in Genesis 3:17, God cursed the ground and the sign of the 
curse of sin on creation was that the ground brought forth thorns and thistles.   
 
There comes the Lord Jesus Christ, the perfect man, the last Adam.  Mankind takes the symbol of the 
curse on creation and places it on His brow and presses it down so it is anchored firmly upon Him.   
 
Galatians 3:13  Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us:  
 
He didn’t just wear the crown of thorns which is a symbol of the curse, He was made a curse for us, “for 
it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:” 
 
A proper description and a proper appreciation of what happened to Christ at Calvary is as close to 
blasphemy as you could ever come without doing it.  The only reason it isn’t blasphemy is because it is 
what God said.  God took His Son, Himself, the second person of the Godhead and hung Him on that tree 
and God made Him to be a curse, made Him the personification of sin.  The Lord Jesus Christ suffered in 
His soul the transformation that is described in the Book of the Revelation as the second death.  Now, 
that is deep water.   
 
Let me encourage you once again to get the tapes on “Eternal Judgment.”  Go through those tapes 
where He talks about the second death and listen carefully to what the scriptures say about it.  Get an 
appreciation for the depth of what your Saviour did for you when He went to Calvary.   
 
He took the cup and He drank it.  By the way, He was innocent.   
 
Tonight coming in, we had a little altercation in the automobile betwixt the children.  (Preachers’ kids, 
you know, are terrible.  They get that way from playing with the deacons’ kids.)  We had a little problem 
develop.  You know, Daddy has to intervene and settle things down and when we get here – “I’ll meet 
with you on the front seat of the car before we go into the building.”  My number three son and I were 
sitting on the front seat and we were discussing it.  After I pronounce the sentence, he swells all up in 
tears, and I ask, “Why are you crying?  Are you crying from a heart of remorse for what you did or are 
you crying because you are not going to get to do what you want to do?”  I knew which one it was, and 
he did too, but he knew which one he was supposed to tell me.  So, he told me that and I said, “Now, 
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let’s not compound this thing by not telling the truth.”  “Well, okay, all right.”  And, that thing all comes 
out.  
 
But you know how it is when you have to bear the fruit of your bad behavior when you are guilty.  I had 
him dead to rights.  There was no question about his guilt.  It was just a matter of bringing him to the 
point of confessing it and then making the thing right and bearing the result of that. 
 
You know how it is when you make a mistake and have to face it and get it right and bear the reproach 
and penalty for it.  That’s bad, isn’t it?  How much more difficult it is when you know you are innocent 
and yet you are bearing the reproach of others, spitefully, hatefully, wrathfully, maliciously given – and 
yet you are innocent and you know it.   
 
That is what your Saviour did.  He was not a transgressor, but He was numbered with the transgressors.  
He went there to Calvary and He was innocent.  He had no death to die and yet He tasted death for 
every man by the grace of God.  That’s fantastic, people.  That’s wonderful.  2 Corinthians 5:18-19 
 
The context is the guy hanging on a tree needs to be taken down as they did Christ.  The city nearest to 
where Christ dies is Jerusalem.  (He dies right outside of Jerusalem.)  The leaders and elders are to go 
outside the city of Jerusalem into the valley of Gehenna, the rough valley.  Deuteronomy 21:4-6 
 
When you look at Calvary and you see what really happens there, you say, “Cursed! is everyone who 
hangs on a tree.”  That’s the reason I say that you get in there so close.  1 Corinthians 12:3 
 

 

Galations 3:14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the 
Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the 
Spirit through faith.  

That [purpose and intent] the blessing of Abraham [of imputed righteousness and eternal life] 
might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; [not through the Law but through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ] that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. (Galatians 3:14) 
 
The purpose for which Jesus Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law simply was so that the 
Gentiles could get the blessing of eternal life through the Lord Jesus Christ - so they could receive the 
promise simply by believing in the Lord as their Saviour.  That is how we get the promise.   

 
Now, the blessing of Abraham, again, is back in Verses 6 and 9 – that righteousness imputed by faith 
when you receive Verse 14 – “that the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus 
Christ that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”  
 
Now there is something I want you to see there in the second part of that verse.  He redeems us that we 
might receive imputed righteousness, “that we might receive the promise of the Spirit ….“  We receive 

imputed righteousness.  We are justified through the Lord Jesus Christ.  When we are justified, then we 
are qualified to receive the promise of the Spirit.  Maybe I can say it like this:  the blessing of Abraham - 
that is, that imputed righteousness by faith - makes it so that we can receive the promise of the Spirit.   
 
Go back to Verse 2:  “… Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?”  The 
promise of the Spirit has to do with our receiving the Holy Spirit.  Now, folks, do you know where you get 
eternal life from?  The Holy Spirit.  He is the giver of life.  Eternal life comes from the Holy Spirit.  My 
dear friend, there isn’t any way to have that eternal life except from the Spirit of God.   
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… for if there had been a law given which could have given life … (Galatians 3:21) 
 
You see, the issue in the passage is life, eternal life.   No man can get that eternal life, folks, except he 
has that righteousness of God imputed to him first.  Justification is the basic foundation on which 
everything else is built.  The basic promise of eternal life is given to people who have that righteousness 
of God through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  God has fixed it so that you and I are included in it.  God’s 
wisdom has planned it so.   
 
In essence, Paul is saying this in Verse 14:  Look folks, this is what God planned for us [Verse 8].  This is 
not the prophetic program.  This is not the kingdom program.  This is what God planned for us.  God 
knew we were coming, and he made some special provisions for us so that we would get in by faith as 
members of the Body of Christ.  You people for whom God made a special provision - you heathen - to 
be justified by faith, and to give you eternal life based on the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Then it’s 
completely and totally wrong for you to go back under the Law system.  There isn’t any point in it.  
You’ve got the blessing of Abraham by faith.  Going back under the Law to get the inheritance isn’t going 
to do you any good.  You’ve already got it all. 
 
I keep telling you that is what grace says.  Grace says to you: You’ve got it all already.  Do you see that?  
Paul says: You guys are just nuts.  God has done all of this for you.  Are ye so foolish? having begun in 
the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? (Galatians 3:3) 
 

 

The Law and the Promise 

Galations 3:15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be 
but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or 
addeth thereto.  

If you enter into a contract with someone, you do not change that contract.  Common sense tells you 
that.  The issue of the promise is real easy to understand.  When I promise to do something and enter 
into a covenant, and I write it down and sign it, it is binding.  I do not disannul it or cancel it out.  You 
don’t come along and add another provision to it.   
 
I have a contract.  I bought a house, and when I went to the closing, the seller’s lawyer was a real jerk.  
(I understand why the Lord said, “Woe to you lawyers.”)  That dude was sitting there and I kept saying, 

“But, wait a minute.  We’ve got a contract here.”  I kept reading it to him.  “Maybe yours doesn’t read 
like mine.  Look at Provision 8 there.  Read that, will you?”  Do you know what he didn’t want to do?  He 
didn’t want to read that thing.  Do you know why?  He didn’t want to do what it said. 
 
You see, everyone knows when you have a contract, that’s it.  Watch what he said.  It might be just a 
man’s covenant yet if it be confirmed (signed and notarized), “no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto.”  
This guy did not want to do what it said.  He wanted to add something else.  Paul says: We don’t do that. 

 

Galations 3:16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. 
He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, 
which is Christ.  
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In Galatians 3:16, notice that Paul does the same thing on the basis of the number, (singular or plural), 
of a noun.  The whole argument of that passage there is that God used the singular, and not the plural, 
of the noun.   
 
God did not say “seeds” (all of them), he said “seed” (singular, not plural).  Now, that word “seed” is an 
interesting word.  Do you know the plural of the word “seed?”  Seed.  So, the word can be singular or 
plural.  Now when you go back to Genesis 22, it is obvious he is talking about it in the plural. 
 
And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, And said, By 
myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son: That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will 
multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and 
thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; (Genesis 22:15-17) 
  
Is that seed in Verse 17 multiplied seed or a singular seed?  It says, “I will multiply thy seed.”  That’s 
“seed” in the plural, isn’t it?   
 
And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 
(Genesis 22:18) 
 
Is that seed singular or plural?  In the context, it is plural.  You can not read Verses 17 and 18 and say 
that the seed is not plural.  Do you see that?  But, Paul comes over here in Galatians 3:16 and says: 
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; 
but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.  
 
Do you know what he is saying?  Paul is saying: Hey, look.  God made some promises out there to 
Abraham’s seed, but do you know who he had in mind all along?  He had in mind all along the Lord Jesus 
Christ.   That passage is like Romans 3:25 that we studied.  (Romans 3:25-26) 
 
Notice the word “promises” in Verse 16.  “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made.”  Do 
you see that that word is plural?  The last few words in Galatians 3:28 are “for ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus.”  “Ye” is the Body of Christ. 
 
16  Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but 
as of one, And to thy seed, [Genesis 22:18] which is [What?] Christ. 
 
You see, salvation isn't in just any people in Israel.  “All they that of Israel are not Israel.”  Salvation is in 
Christ and all of Israel that is identified with Him.  “In the Lord is our righteousness,” Isaiah says.  Now 
look here.  Can you be in Christ according to prophecy?  Yes, if you get the blessing in the seed of 
Genesis 22:18, (the seed in Genesis 22:18 is Christ).  “In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed.”  Then you can be in Christ in the prophetic program.  When they come to God through 
redeemed Israel, they are in Christ, (in the seed), getting the blessing.  Israel and the seed, the Gentiles 
coming through the seed.   
 

Question:  They didn't know they were in Christ?   
Answer:  They don't understand the issue until He comes; but after He comes, He is the issue.  Do you 
see how you can be in Christ according to prophecy?  Do you see how he can say to those disciples in 
John 14:20, “I am in you and you are in me”?  In John 17:23 He says, “I am one with them.”  What is He 
talking about?  That is it. 
 
Then you can be in Christ according to the mystery.  Has there been any promise that a bunch of idol 
worshiping Gentiles like you would get in the promise over there?  How did you get in that promise back 
there in Genesis 22?  How did you get in the seed, and get the blessing that God put in Abraham, and in 
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Christ for you?  “Them that bless thee, I will bless.  Them that curse thee, I will curse.”  Did you get in 
Christ by blessing Israel?  You know better than that; you didn't have anything to do with Israel.  You are 
getting in Christ according to mystery; Ephesians 3.  Do you follow that?  That is the issue there.   
 

So Paul doesn't bat an eye.  Being in Christ is not synonymous with being in the body of Christ.  
Everybody that is saved in the kingdom program, and in the body program are in Christ.  The contrast of 
that is being in Adam.  Romans 16:7-14 

 

Galations 3:17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed 
before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty 
years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none 
effect.  

What comes in with Moses is the Law.  So we know the next dispensation will be the Law.  It comes in 
with Moses and goes to Jesus Christ.  What was there before the law?  The promise. 
 
When God confirmed that promise to Abraham, in God’s mind he was confirming it in Christ.  The reason 
he narrows that down to Abraham is because his seed is Christ.  Folks, you have to be in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, either in prophecy or in the mystery program, to get the blessing.  There isn’t any place for 
blessing outside of Christ. 
 
Now, you and I, as we come to Romans 4 and as we go on down through the passage, are going to see 
how the justice of God has made it possible not just to impute perfect righteousness to us on the basis of 
the righteousness of faith, but he has also made it possible to give us eternal life.  His wisdom has 
devised the plan in such a way that his justice can give us eternal life and be right in doing it or else he 
would not do it.   
 
Now if you get a hold of Romans 4 and Galatians 3 and what is going on with Abraham, people, you are 
going to understand some things about Romans 3 and 4 that are going to keep you out of the garbage 
can, dispensationally.  The Acts 28 position is a complete flop when it comes to these passages.  They 
just do not understand it.   The Acts 2 position is a complete flop when it comes to these passages.  The 
Acts 28 position looks at you and says: You’re not in any of that.  You’re an old heathen, uncircumcised 
Gentile.  These are people getting it through Abraham.  
 
The Acts 28-ers get the part about the circumcision, but they can’t see Romans 4 that Abraham was in 
uncircumcision and that God foresaw he was going to justify the heathen and justified Abraham when he 
was just like they were.  Knowing this keeps you from tearing up your Bible.   
 
The Acts 2 people can’t get it so in Galatians 3, the amillennialists come along and take them to the 
woodshed.  They say, See, God intended it to be Christ all along and confirmed the covenant in Christ so 
there aren’t really any physical blessings.  The New Testament churches are a continuation to the “Old 
Testament community.  (That’s the amillennialists’ expression).  See?  We are spiritual Israel so we take 
all their blessings and spiritualize them and leave all the curses on them and get rid of them.  
 
The Acts 2 position breeds amillennialism.  The Acts 28 position breeds death to the gospel and to your 
opportunity to be an inheritor and receiver of eternal life for the righteousness of faith.  I say that to you 
so you understand the cross-currents that are going to go through here.  I am not going to try to refute 
all the cross-currents.  I am going to try to take you through Romans 4 and Galatians 3 understanding 
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what Paul is saying.  Now, my dear friend, there is something about Romans 4:13 that you might as well 
know right now.  (Galatians 3:29) 
 
God made a covenant of promise to Abraham that the Law Covenant that was added 430 years later 
could not disannul—could not strike out.  The law says, “If you keep My commandments, then I will do 
that.”  And God says, “I added the law to demonstrate to them that they couldn’t get the land, and they 
couldn’t get the throne on the basis of what they did; because I made an agreement that if they did it on 
their own, I would give it to them.”  But what did they do under the law?  They failed.  They didn’t do it.  
So He says, “I will make a new covenant.”  When you make this covenant new, you make that covenant 
(the law) old, Hebrews says.  You strike the Law Covenant out, and you say it is on the basis of the New 
Covenant that I am going to give them this and this.    
 
Israel will never be able to say they obtained the land, or the throne, or the blessings to the world on the 
basis of anything except the New Covenant.  And the New Covenant finds its accomplishment and its 
ability in whom?  Jesus Christ.  That is why the Israel that accomplishes the covenant has to be the Israel 
that is in Christ.  You can be in Christ according to prophecy, just as you can be in Christ according to the 
mystery program. 
 
“For it is in thy seed,” (Genesis 22:18 says).  Galatians 3:16 says that seed is Christ, that all the nations 
of the earth are going to be blessed in Him.  It is not anything Israel accomplishes.  It is what Christ 
accomplishes in Israel and through them. 
 
There is one other thing, and we’ll be through.  I want to be sure you understand.  It may seem strange 
to you that I would go over all this stuff so quickly, and all this information about Abraham.  But if you 
are going to understand the Bible, if you are going to understand the things in the prophetic program 
later on, you need to understand the intricacies of this covenant that is made with Israel, and how the 
Palestinian Covenant, the Davidic Covenant, and the New Covenant all belong to Israel, and all are the 
outworking of the covenant God made with Abraham. 
 
The Mosaic Covenant was added.  It was only to be temporary.  It wasn’t to be permanent, and it has 
been done away with. 
 
All five of these covenants had a sign.  Israel was a sign nation; they require signs.  You understand that.  
With every covenant that God made with the nation Israel, He gave them a sign.  Israel is a sign nation.  
They require a sign. 
 
COVENANT         SIGN      
Abrahamic  Circumcision       
 Genesis 17:10 
Mosaic (the Law) Sabbath Day       
 Exodus 31:14, Ezekiel 20:20 
Palestinian  Regathering of Israel back into the land   
Davidic  Water Baptism (kingdom of priests.  How do you get into the 
priesthood?)  
New   Spirit of God in them, (new heart)       
 Ezekiel 36:26, Jer. 31, Circumcision of the heart, Deut. 30 
 
On the Day of Pentecost when you see the activity of the Holy Spirit being accomplished there with the 
speaking of tongues and all that, what you are seeing is the sign of the New Covenant being executed.  
The water baptism involved there is a sign of those people preparing to be the recipients of the Davidic 
Covenant.  The Sabbath observance and circumcision are signs of what they are doing.  The interest that 
they have in being regathered into the land is all part of what is there.  Don’t let someone come along 
and take these signs—especially the Spirit of God, water baptism, the Sabbath, (those are the big three 
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that everyone wants today)—and confuse you.  Those things belong to the covenants God made with 
Israel. 
 

 

Galations 3:18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of 
promise: but God gave it to Abraham by promise.  

That is the issue of the inheritance there. 

 
Now, Paul is going to make the application.  How are you going to get the inheritance, by the Law or by 
promise?  If God gave it to him by covenant and confirmed the covenant (Genesis 15) and said it was 
going to be by promise, then how are you going to get the inheritance?  The Law comes along, but the 
Law is not going to get you the inheritance.  The promise is going to get you the inheritance because 
that is the covenant God made.   
 

Then, what in the world is the Law for?  If the inheritance be of the Law, it is no more of promise, but 
God gave it to Abraham.  Then, what in the world is the Law for?  Isn’t that interesting you should ask 
that question.  Look at Verse 19.   
 

 

Galations 3:19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because 
of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was 
made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.  

Therefore, if you want to put a name on that dispensation between Adam and Moses, the name would be 
Promise, and it starts in Genesis 3:15 with the promise of the seed of the woman—God’s first promise of 
a Redeemer.   
 
From Adam to Abraham, it is just the seed of the woman – mankind.  That is why, when we study 
Genesis, you will see that the whole issue at the flood is the Satanic policy of evil trying to corrupt 
mankind in order to destroy the seed line.  He does that with Adam and Eve, and their boys, and with 
Noah.  But then God, at the Tower of Babel, sets aside all the nations of the earth.  He calls out one 
man, and gives him the promise.  He narrows the seed line down from the seed of the woman to the 
seed of Abraham.  But it is not just any seed of Abraham.  He had two boys: Ishmael and Isaac.  Which 
one is it?  Genesis 26:1-4 – it is Isaac.  In Genesis 22:15-18 we read the account of Abraham offering 
Isaac in type on the mountain. 
 
The next period is called Law:  from Moses to Christ.  You start out Adam to Moses, and then the law 
enters; or as Galatians 3:19 says, it was added.  The law was added to the Promise.  Notice that 
Galatians 3:19 says that the law was added till the seed should come.  The law was not there to disannul, 
or cancel the promise.  The promise is still there.  The law comes in to make Israel know they need the 
Redeemer.  John 1:17 says that the law came by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.  Go to 
Romans 5:20. 
 
The law did not do away with what was already promised.  It was added.   Notice that it was added “till 
the seed should come to whom the promise was made.”  Until the Redeemer comes, that law is there.  
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That is a limited period of time until Christ should come.  Verse 16 tells us the seed is the Lord Jesus 
Christ.   
 
Just as the Law did not start at Moses’ birth, nor when he first tried to deliver Israel;  it did not start even 
when they crossed the Red Sea.  The Law did not start until Israel came out of the wilderness, and made 
the covenant in Exodus 24.  This Law is not done away with at the birth of Christ.  It is not even done 
away with at the cross of Christ.  We need to understand how it gets done away with.  The covenant 
made with Moses, (the Mosaic Covenant, the Old Covenant, the Old Testament), is done away with 
according to Hebrews 7, 8, 9, and 10, by a New Covenant put into effect at the second coming of Jesus 
Christ.  Jesus Christ makes the New Covenant in His Blood.  When he prepared to die at Calvary he said, 
“This is the blood of the New Covenant.”  Hebrews 8 tells us when he says new, he makes the first one 
old.   
 
When you come into the earthly ministry of Christ, you enter into a very special time in Israel’s history.  
You enter into a time when the steps and the groundwork are being laid for the Old Covenant to be 
replaced.  The Old Covenant condemned them.  It said they were sinners, and cursed them when they 
didn’t keep it.  “If ye keep my covenant, then you get the kingdom.”  They did not keep it, they could 
not; so they were cursed under that Old Covenant.  God promised to send them a Redeemer who would 
redeem them from the curse of the law, and do for them what they could not do for themselves—give 
them their kingdom. 
 
The law fortified the distinction of that middle wall of partition; it codified it.  It made that middle wall of 
partition impregnable.  Deuteronomy 4:1. 
 
When Paul said that the law was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come, it is 
important that you understand what the law did to Israel by regulating all of its activities.  It 
demonstrated to Israel that Israel was a sinner, and needed a saviour.  The law was there in order to 
teach them their need of the Saviour.  See verse 24. 
 
Pay attention to that word till.  The law was added to the promise until a certain time.  It was added 
because of transgression, in order to make sin manifest. 
 
What was the law added to?   It was added to the covenant of promise.  It was added to circumcision.  
The middle wall of partition was built between the Jew and the Gentile with circumcision.  Then along 
comes the law which fortifies that middle wall of partition, making it so strong that no one can tear it 
down.  No Gentile is given the law.  It was given to Israel.  The Mosaic Law made Israel a different kind 
of people.  The purpose of the giving of the law was to point out the transgression and it made that 
nation obviously different from the other nations.  Leviticus 20:22-24. 
 
"Wherefore then serveth the law?"  What was its job? 
 
The law was added.  What was it added to?  The Law was added to the Promise.  So what was there 
before the Law was the Promise.  Then the Law is added to it for a time period, then the whole thing is 
interrupted with Grace, and then over in the Kingdom, the Promise will be fulfilled in the New Covenant.  
 
The point is that there was something there before the law, the law was added to it, and the thing that 
was there was the promise.  The promise was given to Abraham and to his seed, but before God made 
the promise to Abraham He made a promise in Genesis 3:15.  The promise begins in Genesis 3:15.  It is 
the seed of the woman, and the seed of the woman becomes the seed of Abraham.  It is isolated out 
from mankind, and then the seed of Abraham goes on.  As time goes on the progressive revelation about 
the contents of the promise, more and more restricts and narrows the identity of the seed.  It is a 
tremendously important thing to notice that he says in Genesis 3:15 that He’s going to put enmity 
between Satan and the woman—between the seed of Satan and the seed of the woman.  My friend, the 
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conflict of the ages all through the Old Testament and through history has been designed by Satan to 
destroy the seed of the woman.  We will see that more when we get over to Genesis chapters 6 and 7, 
especially chapter 6.   
 
Folks, the Law was not given to you to insure you getting an inheritance.  The Law was given to point 
out sinners.   What does Romans 3 say?  Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, 
we establish the law. (Romans 3:31) 
 
The Law was there to point out: Hey, you had better have faith.  Do you remember that passage we 
studied?  (Romans 3)  Faith establishes the purpose of giving the Law which was to create faith in those 
people, to give them a message to believe and to point out the fact that they were sinners.  It is God 
who is going to give it to them, and they are going to have believe and rest in what God says and the 
provision that God has made.  
 
Was the law added to get one saved?  No.  It points out our sin and our need to be saved.  
 
Galatians 3:19  Wherefore then serveth the law?  It was added [There are three words in this 
passage you don’t want to miss – it was added.  What was it added to?  What was there before 
it?  The Abrahamic Covenant was the only covenant that God had with them at the time.  The 
law was added to the covenant of promise.] because of transgressions, [What is the next word?  
Till.] till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels 
in the hand of a mediator. 
 
The Abrahamic Covenant, the Palestinian Covenant, the Davidic Covenant and the New Covenant are all 
said to be permanent, forever, everlasting.  We have seen that.  The Mosaic (law) Covenant is temporary 
in nature.  It is a temporary covenant for a specific purpose to last only until the seed, the Redeemer, 
should come through whom the promise will be fulfilled.  Galatians 3:17 
 
What was the Law added to?  The Promise.  Then if the Law was added to The Promise, then what was 
that time period between Adam and Moses called?  PROMISE. That is if you want to put a name to it. 
Then you ask, “What was the promise?”  Trace with me the promise from Genesis 3.  God made a basic 
promise in Genesis 3 that is only amplified in passages that follow.  Something new is not actually 
introduced with Abraham.  Rather it is an amplification of something already there. (Genesis 3:14-15) 
 
Please notice the word “till” in that Verse. 
 
You need to remember those three points because they are important.  
 
1.  The Mosaic Covenant was added to the Abrahamic Covenant.  It did not replace it.  It did not subtract 
from it.   
2.  It did not disannul, cancel, abrogate, do away with it or make it meaningless. 
3.  What it did do was to put curses on Israel that kept Israel from being able to get the blessings.  
That’s where the problem was.   

 

Galations 3:20 Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.  

Galations 3:21 Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: 
for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily 
righteousness should have been by the law.  
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People say, "Well, I can't live it."  You are right; you sure can't.  Go down south.  Every time you knock 
on the door you hear, "Preacher, I just ain't ready."  When are you going to get ready?  "When I can live 
it.  I just can't live it right now."  Up here, nobody even has sense enough to think about it much.  They 
don't let you in the door to talk to them.  If you could live it, then you could get there by the law.  You 
see, God's requirement is absolute, perfect, total righteousness, and if you've got it, He'll open the door 
and let you in.  Your problem is that you don't have it.   
 
The idea is that if you've got the absolute, perfect righteousness, come on in.  Do you know what the 
problem is?  The law was weak, not in itself, but where?  Through our flesh.   
 
The giving of “eternal life” is the central promise in everything given to Abraham and to his seed.  When 
he says in Verse 9, “So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham,” the thing they are 
blessed with is the promise of eternal life.  To be blessed with faithful Abraham is to get in on that 
promise of eternal life given to Abraham and to his seed.  
 
Not only does Paul introduce Genesis 15 into the record because that is the place where Abraham 
believes a message of grace and it is imputed to him for righteousness, but Genesis 15 is also the place 
where Abraham’s justification is revealed because it is the place where Abraham believes in the God who 
is able to give life to the dead.  Hebrews 11:12 says, Though he were as good as dead, yet he believed 
God.  That is the issue in Genesis 15 – eternal life.  (Genesis 15:1-6) 

 

Galations 3:22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the 
promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. 
(Faith in Christ) 

The law is given to conclude people under sin.  It identifies people as sinners and is given until the seed 
should come to whom the promise was made.  Then the law, after it did its job, had an end. 
 
It is obvious that verse cannot mean “by faith in Jesus Christ.”  Redemption is by the faithfulness of God 
in Jesus Christ.  That is what is being manifested today.  Now, we know that the whole matter of 
redemption, of our obtaining righteousness (rightness with God Almighty) depends on the cross work 
Christ has provided in our behalf.  That is the marvelous capstone that Paul puts on progressive 
revelation.  Now, in the context of the Christian life: Galatians 2:20. 
 
“Faith of Jesus Christ.”  The word faith there is used in the subjective—in the sense of faithfulness, 
worthiness to be believed.  If you keep faith with me, then you are faithful to what we agree on.  That is 

one way that the word is used.  Then verse 23. 
 
Galatians 3:22 – “But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ 
might be given to them that believe.”  The promise of what?  He is talking about the promise of eternal 
live. 
 
Now, do you remember when we studied Romans 4?  We saw the wisdom of God in providing eternal life 

for us – how that God knew ahead of time what he planned to do with us.  Therefore, he justified 
Abraham in a special unique way in order that he might be our father, as well as the father of the 
circumcision.  The wisdom of God in that is fantastic.  And that is what is being dealt with here in the 
mystery – the hidden wisdom of God.  Titus 1:2 
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Galations 3:23 But before faith came, (Paul’s revelation) (Faith= doctrine of faith) we 
were kept under the law, (Dispensation of law) shut up unto the faith which 
should afterwards be revealed. (Dispensation of grace)   

That is like saying that the law held men in solitary confinement, until “the faith” – the message that Paul 
proclaimed – should be revealed.  So then the law has accomplished its purpose.  It has condemned all 
men.  The law did not provide an answer for sin; it merely condemned men for their sin.  In Time Past 
men had to work under that law program.  The afterwards in Gal. 3:23 is the “but now” in Romans 3:21. 
 
"But before faith came, [the proclamation of justification by faith committed to Paul] we [Israel] were 
kept under the law" 
 
In other words, they were under the law, bound, kept under the law, shut up under the faith—that body 
of information and revelation that was afterwards, (after the law), going to be revealed.   
 
“The faith.”  That is a body of truth and information, a system of doctrine that is revealed.  Then verse 
24. 
 

Galations 3:24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us 
unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.  (doctrine of faith) 

The purpose of the law was to show these people they needed a redeemer.  Isaiah said, Behold, thy 
Redeemer cometh, and will set up the kingdom for you.  You ought to go through Deuteronomy 28 
sometime.  God said, if you keep my commandment, here are the blessings.  In verse 15 and following, 
God said, if you don’t keep them, here are the curses.  Everybody with good sense knows he did not do 
it.  If you keep the whole law, and offend in one point, you are guilty of it all.  That is why Galatians 3:10 
tells you the problem. 

 
The law was our schoolmaster, our teacher, our instructor, our tutor.  It is also a governor, Galatians 4:2, 
“under tutors and governors.”  You know what a governor does.  You have a governor on your 
automobile, don't you?   Maybe you don't; some of you need one.   Have you ever driven a truck with a 
governor?  I drove a truck one time that had a governor set on 50 miles per hour.  The only time it would 
go over 50 was when you were going down hill, and this old truck wouldn't even do that, but the idea is 
that a governor holds you back, and restricts you.  And that is what a governor does with a child—it 

teaches the child, and it restricts the child.   
 
The law, Paul has taught clearly, can't control.  You can't control sin in your life by the law; it isn't a 
governor that is going to work.  It isn't going to teach you how to please God.  He says when you’re 
under the law, (tutors and governors), that is babyhood; that is childish; that is the childhood period.  
But there is coming a time, appointed by the father—folks, it depends on the father's will, not on the 
child's attainment—when the father says:  “Okay, now, you are a son.  Now, you are not under tutors.  

Now, somebody is not going to come along and tell you what to do.  Now, you are not under a governor.  
It is up to you to discern what I want you to do.  It is your responsibility to know what I want you to do, 
and to do it.”  Folks, the privilege of sonship is the privilege of not being told everything to do like a 
baby.  It is to be dealt with by God as an adult on the basis of your understanding of what it is that God 
has done for you, and to be able to discern the will of God in your life.  Hebrews 5.  Hebrews 5:14 
 
What should the law have done if Israel had gotten the proper instruction from the law?  If the law had 

been her schoolmaster, and they had sat in class and made good grades under the law, if they had 
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gotten the instruction that the law was giving them, what would it have done?  It would have led them to 
Christ.  It would have brought them to Christ.  It would have convinced them, and taught them that they 
needed a savior—that they couldn't save themselves, and therefore, they had to go on the basis of faith 
in what God had said.  Do you remember the last couple of verses in Romans 3?  Romans 3:31 
 
“Faith.”  #1. That is your activity when you believe in something.  You have faith which is believing in 
something.  #2. You have faith which is your faithfulness—worthiness to be believed. #3.  And you have 
faith which is a reference to the body of doctrine that you believe.  Each one of those three verses uses 
faith in a different way.  

 

Galations 3:25 But after that faith is come, (After Paul’s revelation) we are no 
longer under a schoolmaster.  

In speaking of his fellow Jews, Paul said, we were literally in solitary confinement, under the law, until 
this “faith” message came.  The law was a teacher.  The law gave them knowledge of sin.  When men 

saw God they feared because it showed their sinfulness.  The purpose of the law was to manifest [reveal] 
sin and was in place until Christ came.   
 
Christ was made under the law.  (Gal. 4:4)  The law did not go away when Christ came to earth.  In Acts 
2, 3, 4 and 5, his apostles were still functioning under the law.  Therefore the law was not gone then.  So 
what does Paul mean by this phrase, after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster?  
He is talking about the message committed to him by the risen Lord Jesus Christ.  First there is the law 
and after that is the faith that should afterwards be revealed.  Look at it again in 1 Timothy 2:4-7. 
 
Folks, that faith comes with the Revelation of the Mystery given to the Apostle Paul.  It is a mistake to 
think that the law was done away with AT the cross.  The law is done away with BY the cross.   Have we 
not gone over the difference between the words “by and at?”   
 
AT the cross = when BY the cross = how 
How is it done away with?  Through the death of the cross. 
When is it done away with?  Not AT the cross. (John 1:17) 
 
The law is done away with; the law isn't in effect any longer.  Now you know that that is true today.  
Romans is dealing with present truth situations.  Colossians 2:14 

 

Galations 3:26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  

We understand now, that the law never was what justified them, but it was their faith.  Understanding 
that, we can look back now and see that the law did its job, and that faith establishes the law.  It doesn't 
do away with it.  It demonstrates that the law did its job and fulfilled its purpose and function properly.  
Romans 3:30 

 

Galations 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ.  (Baptize into the body of Christ, not in the water) (Our identity change) (This 

baptism is spiritual, not physical)  
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In Verse 26 he tells us we are the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  Then in Verse 27 the 

indication is that you have been baptized into Christ because you have faith in Christ in verse 26.  How 

do you get baptized into Christ?  By faith.  Our faith looking yonder to Calvary and saying, “That’s my 

death.”  I identify myself with Him, and God takes me and identifies Him with me.  

Notice the mechanics of the actual transaction:  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, … (1 
Corinthians 12:13-14) 
 
You are one with him.  At the point when you trusted him you were baptized into him you were baptized 
into his death.  How can that be?  You share with him all that he shares.  That means that his death was 
your death because you share it with him.  You are one with him.   

 
Now if that is water baptism that means the way you got into Christ in order to share that death was by 
water baptism.  That is a doctrine called “Baptismal Regeneration” that water baptism puts you in living 
union, gives you the life of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

Galations 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 

(One in Christ) 

You will never find that truth in your Bible until you come to Paul’s ministry.  It is not the way things 
worked in Time Past but it is the way it is now.  So the move from Time Past to But Now happens in 
Paul’s ministry. 
 
“There is neither Jew nor Greek.”  Is there still Jew or Greek?  Are you a Gentile?  “There is neither bond 
nor free.”  “There is neither male nor female.”  Let us ask that question.  Is there still male and female?  
You see the physical distinctions have not been done away with.   
 
So, when he says: “You are all one in Christ,” he is not talking about you being physically one in Christ 
yet.  One day you will physically receive the adoption at the Rapture and you will physically be a member 
of it, but today you are spiritually a member of his family.  Spiritually you are one with him, but baptism 
in that passage has to be spiritual or you wind up with unisex and all that kind of business. 
 
Folks, we have names on the bathrooms for men and women on purpose because there is a difference.  
We have those bathroom names at our church because when the brothers and sisters meet together 
there is a difference between them; physically, not spiritually.  Spiritually we are all one but that is not 
true other ways.  The baptism is not physical.  It is spiritual. 
 
Folks, if that is water baptism you would have to be physically in to Christ. (Colossians 2:11-12) 
 

 

Galations 3:29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and 
heirs according to the promise.  

You are an heir according to the promise and you get everything God promised and gave to the Lord 
Jesus Christ – the kingdom and all.  When you tell Grace people that, they go up the wall.   
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But you see, there is a mystery part of that kingdom that was never spoken about to Abraham.  Do you 
remember that in Ephesians?  There is that heavenly kingdom in the heavenly places.  Those are 
positions of rank and authority in the heavenly government that God is going to use the Body of Christ to 
fill up.   
 
There is a oneness in what God is doing. There is more than just the kingdom on the earth.  We are 
going to have a part in that but all of that is going to be under his headship.  I tell you over and over that 
God is going to restore the earth back over to his authority through the instrumentality of the kingdom 
vested in Israel and restore his authority in the heavenly places through the instrumentality of the 
Church, the Body of Christ.  It is going to have one head, Jesus Christ over all.   
 
Do you see how magnificent God’s plan for us is and do you see how broad the details of the Gospel of 
the Grace of God committed to Paul are?  There is a lot more than saying “You’re saved by grace through 
faith plus nothing.”  It tells you how men in Time Past were justified and how they will be justified in the 
Ages to Come, how God planned for us, and the basis on which he puts all these things together 
perfectly.   
 
About “In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began” – that 
matches Ephesians 1:4 (before the world began).  You see, our part in the inheritance has to do with the 
mystery part that goes back before the world began – the part that is not in prophecy.   
 
Next week when we study Galatians 3 we will learn what Jesus Christ inherited and you will see that the 
basic issue is eternal life, immortality in a glorified body.  There are other things he inherits - part of it is 
the inheritance of the whole universe, the governmental head of the universe.  Now, God is going to 
have the governmental head on the earth through Israel.  How is his kingdom going to extend out in the 
heavenlies?  Through us.  That is what he planned before the world began.   
 
Tell me something.  Is Christ Abraham’s seed?  Are you in Christ?  How can you be in Christ and then not 
be Abraham’s seed?  There no salvation for anyone outside of Abraham because Christ is Abraham’s 
seed.  To be in Christ is to be Abraham’s seed and if you are not Abraham’s seed you are not going to be 
heirs according to the promise and you are not going to be an inheritor of eternal life. 
 
The Acts 28 people – the amillennialists – get all bent out of shape with passages like this.  God is not 
talking to you back in the Old Testament; he is not talking to the Body of Christ, the Church today.  He is 
talking to Israel.  They are in Christ according to prophecy – an entirely different program.  God had us in 
mind; he just kept it hid in himself, but you see he had us in mind. 
 
Mr. Stam, in his book (and in person if you talk to him), says:  You see those things back there, and it’s 
wonderful to see how God planned for us.  He had us in mind all along.  That’s what Paul says.  That’s 
Romans 3.  One of the details of the Gospel of the Grace of God shows you that God in his manifold 
wisdom had us in mind and made provision for us.  God has done those things for us; therefore, "heirs 
according to the promise". 
 
That “promise” is singular.  Did you notice that?  The basic promise is the promise of eternal life.  But 
you know, there was much more promised to Abraham than just eternal life, wasn’t there?  God 
promised Abraham a nation.  Do you remember that?  God promised Abraham a land.  God promised 
that Abraham would be a blessing.  God promised Abraham a whole lot of things.  What he promised to 
Abraham, in essence, he was promising in Christ.  There are other things involved than just eternal life, 
and, folks, we are blessed with all of them.  I know that kicks the socks off some Grace people, but, 
people, we are blessed with everything that Abraham was blessed with and that includes the kingdom.  I 
know what Grace people say, and some of them are ready to fight.  But, my dear friend, you already 
know by now that there are a whole lot of things involved in the Gospel of the Grace of God that most 
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Grace folks never really consider.  You have already learned a lot of them, and there are a whole lot 
more for you to learn.  Look at Verse 29 real carefully. 
 
By the way, let me say this to you: your inheritance goes back before Abraham.  Our inheritance goes 
back before the world began.  We saw those verses last week: Titus 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:9; Ephesians 1:4.  
God takes that purpose and he focuses it in Abraham in order to focus it in Christ because when we 
receive Christ, we become Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise.  Christ receives the 
inheritance of Abraham and we are going to get everything that he gets.  We are heirs of God and joint-
heirs with Christ.  Everything Jesus Christ inherits, we inherit.   
 
Let’s take a minute and consider some of this.  Come over to Hebrews 1.  The Hebrew saints were having 
the same problem that the Galatians saints were having.  They, too, were going back to the Law.  They 
misunderstood where their inheritance was coming from.  They misunderstood, or they forgot, that the 
inheritance comes through God’s Son, not through keeping the Law, and they were doing the same thing 
that the Galatians were doing.  The Galatians, members of the Body of Christ, are Gentiles – a different 
kind of situation – but yet, they had the same problem.   
 
May I say to you gentlemen, in your ministry you are going to find that people are going to have the 
same problem that these two groups of people had.  Here are the religious Jews; they get saved, and 
they see the blessings in Christ and then they forget that the inheritance comes through God’s Son, and 
they go back to the Law.  Do you know what religious people are going to do after they get saved?  They 
say they are going to serve God through religion.  There will always be that tendency. 
 
The unsaved Gentile out here, that old heathen out here in the world who doesn’t have any religion, 
comes in and do you know what he tries to do?  He is going to get under the Law to be made perfect.  
Legalism is something you are going to battle and battle and battle.  The reason is because when men 
walk in the flesh, they walk under the Law.  They put themselves under the Law.  Most of us walk in the 
flesh more than we walk in the Spirit.  When we walk in the Spirit, we put ourselves under Grace as a 
motivating principle and operating procedure.  
 
You need to be oriented to know how to combat that.  The book of Galatians and the book of Hebrews 
are two fantastic books to do that.  Notice the inheritance.  Paul, in Galatians, is dealing with the same 
issue that Hebrews 1 is dealing with – people going back to the Law.  (Hebrews 1:1-2) 
 

 

 

Galations: 4 

Sons and Heirs 

Galations 4:1 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth 
nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all;  

“Now I say, that the heir, as long as he is a child”—in Galatians 3:29, he is told:  “if ye be Christ’s, then 
are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.”  We are heirs because we are in Christ.  We 
have an inheritance in Christ.  Romans 8:17 
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Here is the guy that is going to inherit everything; he is daddy’s heir.  But when he is in that childhood 
state, he is just like a servant.  He is told what to do; he is told when to do it; he is told how to do it.  He 
is under tutors and governors.  Tutors are teachers and they tell him what to do.  Governors stop him 
from doing things.  He is told what he can do and what he can’t do.  He is a child.  He is like a butler; he 
is told when to go to work and what to do when he is at work and what he is not to do.  He is controlled 
by others. 
 
He is a servant until the time when he is heir of all.  But he doesn't differ from a servant.  He is learning 
obedience until the time appointed of the Father.  And at that time appointed of the Father, he is 
declared to be the heir of everything.  You better treat him like the heir of everything.  You don’t tell him 
what to do, because now he tells you what to do.   
 
Now, when was Christ appointed the heir of all things by God the Father?  Hebrews 1:3-5 

 

Galations 4:2 But is under tutors and governors until the time 
appointed of the father.  

This is the time the Jews call their bar-mitzvah.  That is, their adoption.  When that child is in that tutorial 
stage he is just like a servant (a butler, a cook, etc.).  He is told what to do and how to do it.  He is not 
given the privileges of an adult with the ability to think for himself.  But when he becomes a man, he has 
the privilege and the responsibility to think for himself.  Now he is responsible to make decisions about 
what he will do himself.  Now he does not have a law system that commands his every move.  Now he is 
under grace – under adulthood.  He is now expected to discern right from wrong.   
 
Now that is the privilege of adulthood.  The privilege of sonship is not to be under tutors and governors, 
not to be a servant in the house, but to be able to discern on your own as an adult. 
 
The child, though he is the heir of everything, is under tutors and governors.  He has not yet reached the 
position of being the adopted.  He has people telling him what to do, when to do it, how to do it.  He is 
not allowed the privileges of a grown up.  But that time will come when he will get those privileges. 
 
The idea is that the heir goes through a time when he is not the full-grown son—he is not full-grown.  He 
doesn't have all the privileges yet; he is under tutors and governors.  You know what a tutor does, he 
teaches you.  Who is the tutor?  The law, Galatians 3:24.  Galatians 3:24 
 
Galatians 4:1-2 – “Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, 
though he be Lord of all; But is under tutors and governors”.   
 
The child, the heir, is the little kid, and he doesn't differ from a servant.  He is told what to do.  He is 
under tutors and governors.  The tutors tell him what to do, and the governors tell him what not to do.  
He has all this instruction until the time appointed of the father.   
 
Now, the point is that there is a transition from the place where you are under tutors and governors.  
You are told what to do, and you don’t have to worry about responsibility.  The governor takes care of 
everything, and the tutor teaches you and so forth.  But, then there is a progression, a transition made to 
the place where now, the father says, “Now you are an adult.  Now you are responsible to your own self.  
Now nobody is going to decide what you are fed everyday, but you will have to decide.  And, nobody is 
going to buy things for you.  You are an adult and you have to make your own decisions, your own 
choices.  There is a process of moving into self-discipline, and it is a transition.  Just like it is under the 
law, (from the law under tutors and governors to grace), so it is in the life of a child.   
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Let me give you another illustration – Philemon 14.  There is transition to self-discipline under grace.  
And that process is a process that you are bringing your children through, and you are to be submissive 
and give yourself to bringing that child from childhood to adult status.   
Most adults you are going to meet have never made that transition.  Many of you have never made that 
transition from childhood (being dealt with there) to adulthood (being able to carry on that adult status of 
life).  Live under grace.  Philemon 1:13-14 
 
If you use the law as your motivating factor, you are going to teach that child to reject and rebel against 
authority.  He is going to say, “Well, I got caught this time, but when the authority figure isn’t around, I’ll 
do it again”.  When the authority figure is around I’ll do what he wants, but when he isn’t around I’ll play.  
And when you find people that have that attitude of rebellion against authority, getting away with what 
they can get away with, you’re finding people working under the law system, walking in the flesh.   
 
Grace is going to teach them to respect authority and to be submissive to authority and say I’m sorry 
when I do wrong.  It will allow them to identify what they did wrong and be sorry for it and not desire to 
do it, but to want to do the right thing and to have respect for authority.  But, that is internalization, and 
you have to teach that to children.  Remember children are born disobedient.  And they have to learn to 
obey.  And it is the parent’s responsibility to teach them to function under grace.   
 
Now, it starts as it does in Galatians.  It starts with physical restraint and discipline.  And it moves from 
there to an internalized discipline, self-discipline.  But, may I say to you that physical restraint and 
physical discipline will internalize discipline if it’s done right.  You should never use physical restraint or 
punishment on a child just to get even with the child.  The child inconveniences you so you blast him, 
whether it is physical or verbal.  
 
When they are young, you can slap them.  But as they get older, they get as big as you are, and you 
can’t punch them around anymore.  So you heap verbal abuse upon them.  They are stupid, they’re 
ignorant, they’re failures, they can’t get it, and nobody in the world is ever going to think well of them.  
All of those things are heaped on kids and on adults.  You don’t punish the child physically or verbally to 
get even with them.  That is what the law does – it is punishment, getting even.  Grace is not that way.  
With grace, the punishment is gone; it has already been borne.  You are a totally forgiven person.   
 
Do you realize that there is nothing my child can ever do to me that God, for Christ’s sake, doesn't expect 
me to forgive him for?  I am to forgive him as God, for Christ’s sake, forgave me.  There is absolutely 
nothing he, my child, could ever do to me that God does not expect me to forgive him for, just like he 
forgave me everything I did against him.  There is absolute total forgiveness between my child and me.   
 
And, that is difficult.  The most difficult people in the world to forgive are your own family, because of the 
closeness of the relationship.  And the closer you are to somebody, or to people, the more difficult it is to 
forgive them, and the easier it is to hold a grudge and want to get even.  That is why if you learn to do it 
in your family, it’s a breeze everywhere else.   
 
Well, if done properly, physical restraint and physical spanking are very humane forms of discipline.  And 
they can be used to set things straight, especially with children.  They can be used to begin to motivate 
them to internalize the discipline.  It is humane in spite of what people say.  It is very short lived.  Some 
people discipline their children, even small children, with long agonizing things.  But, a spanking is over in 
two or three minutes at the most.  The whole process takes ten minutes.  It is short lived.  It sets 
boundaries quickly.  In other words, it makes clear distinctions about what is right and what is wrong, if 
you are consistent with it.   
 
The most wonderful thing about it, and the most humane thing about it, is that it allows for the 
immediate setting of things right.  The guilt of misconduct is taken care of.  Self-control is immediately 
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regained.  And, reconciliation between the child and the parent is accomplished immediately.  So, even 
under grace, physical restraint is not a bad thing.  But you have to be careful that you are doing it on the 
principle laid down in 2 Corinthians 13:7.  You are doing it to help “you” learn to control yourself and to 
understand these things, not just for me to get even with you.   
 
Turn to the book of Proverbs and notice a few verses back there about physical discipline.  Again, I say to 
you that in small children, physical discipline up to the age of about 10, up to the teenage years, is a very 
effective thing.  The bible doesn't recognize teenagers.  The bible recognizes children and adults.  But 
once a child gets to be in his teens, he is a young adult.  And he should be dealt with that way.  You 
should not spank him.  It is very counter-productive to spank a child once he gets to be the ages of 12, 
13, 14, and along in there.  It is also becoming physically impossible at that age, because in a lot of cases 
they are bigger than you are.  Look at the instructions.  Proverbs 22:6 

 

Galations 4:3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage 
under the elements of the world:  

Then “the elements of the world” in Verse 3 has to do with observing the law.  To get somebody out 
from under the law; “to redeem them that were under the law.”  Why? 
 
…that we might receive the adoption of sons. (4b) 
 
Paul is saying there was a time when we were told what, when and how to do – when we were under the 
law.  BUT NOW, in Christ, we are redeemed.  We are not under the law principle anymore; we are under 
grace.  Now, we are “in Christ.”  We have received the position of adoption; a full-grown sonship 
position. 

 

Galations 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,  

Galations 4:5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons.  (Israel under the law and BOC under grace) (Gentiles get grace) 

(We become able ministers of New Testament) 

You see, we have received this placing into the sonship position; changed from being in the baby status 
of always being controlled by the Law to being under Grace and motivated by grace. 
 
There are three adoptions in the bible.   
 
1. Jesus Christ is adopted. 
2. Israel is adopted. 
3. The church, the body of Christ, is adopted. 
 
It is important to get the three adoptions straight.  Number one is Christ.  Galatians 4:4,5 – “But when 
the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To 
redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.”  Notice that Jesus 
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Christ was made under the law.  Turn to Hebrews 5.  It is important to understand what is going on in 
the passages here.  Hebrews 5:8 

 

Galations 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of 
his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.  (PT) 

Notice how Paul uses the word “sons” in Verse 6 as compared to the word “child” in Verse 1.  That is 
where people use the differences in the terminology.  You must understand the terminology in the 
context.  In Verse 6, there is a sonship position you have after you have been adopted that you did not 
exercise as a child.    
 
If you, as a member of the Body of Christ, as a son, an heir of God and a joint-heir with Christ, if you 
pray in the spirit, what are you going to say?  “Abba, Father.” 
 
He sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts to pray, to claim the position we have in Christ and pray 

“Abba, Father.”  Pray like who you are in Christ.  Isn’t that wonderful?  Now, do you want to see the 
practical demonstration of it?  Look at Matthew 26.    
 
This is our kind of praying.  Now, I know the dispensational setting.  I am not talking about the Jewish 
program that He lived under because that isn’t what He deals with here.  This is God the Son praying to 
God the Father.  He does it three times: in Verses 39, 42 and 44.  This prayer about the cup, about the 
Father’s will:  “nevertheless not as I will, but thy will be done.” 

 
Did you ever sing the song, “’Neath the Old Olive Tree?” 
 
Neath the stars of the night 
Walked the Saviour of light, 
In the garden of dew-ladened breeze, 
Where no light could be found, 

Jesus knelt on the ground, 
There He prayed ‘neath the old olive tree. 
 
 
That’s what He is doing here.  He prays and He does it three times.  You see the deepness of the conflict 
that He was in.  It didn’t drive Him away from God.  It drove Him to the Father. 
 

This is our kind of praying, people.  The conflict, the difficulty didn’t raise a great barrier between Him 
and God.  It caused Him to cast Himself all the more on His Father.  His distress deepens His 
intercession.  It deepens His submission to the Father’s will.  We’ll see that next time as we go through.  
Each time He becomes more committed to be submitted to the Father’s will.  It deepens His reliance 
upon the Father to the place where He begins by saying, “O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. “ 
 

So, when He meets the band that comes to take Him captive (John 18) after He leaves the garden, He 
says, “The cup which the Father has given me, shall I not drink it?”  You will see this distress, the trauma 
and conflict and the agony which He was in.  I want you to see next time what was really in that cup and 
what He really faced and how that, rather than swelling up rebellion in His heart as it did in Peter’s, it 
caused Him to be more dependant upon the Father.  It caused Him to be the more submissive to that 
which the Word of God said.  It caused Him to rely all the more on what God was doing and His part in it.   

tw://bible.*/?id=58.5.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=58.5.8|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.26.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.18.0|_AUTODETECT_|


 
That’s our kind of praying, people, knowing and insisting upon only one thing.  Do you know what Christ 
insisted upon there?   

 

Galations 4:7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a 
son, then an heir of God through Christ.  

Now, do you see who you are?  You are a son, not a servant.  Therefore, you are not to serve sin.  You 

are not to serve the flesh.  You ought to be able to operate under the basis of agape love, to discern 
what God values and esteems. 
 
You are no longer a servant.  You are a son.  You are not just somebody who was born into the family of 
God and put under the law; you have been placed in the position of adult sonship.  Along with that you 
have been given the privileges and responsibilities of adult sonship.  You need no longer be treated like a 
baby having special ordinances and places and celebrations.  Rather, it is adult time now and you are 

expected to develop the ability to discern on your own the will of God on the basis of agape love.  That is 
on the basis of your ability to value and esteem as God does in the details of your life.   
 
You are now expected to function on the basis of an adult.  You are expected to have adult discernment.  
I hope you grasp that God has equipped you to act as an adult, not needing someone to tell you what to 
do in every detail of your life.  When you get into the ministry, you won’t need to develop a system 
where you tell your congregation how much money they ought to give and where they ought to give it 
like the religious system does.  That would be putting them under the law system. You need to develop 
in them that perfection, the maturity, that allows them to be able to discern – to prove what is that good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God.  Teach them to discern the thing that is of greater value.    “That 
their love might abound in knowledge and in all judgment,” that it might grow. 
 
Now that is the activity of faith.  As you see what God has done, it stirs up faith and you begin to act in 
faith.  That is not capriciousness; it does not mean I go out and do just anything I want to do.  I keep 
reminding you of that.  It is not being self-willed.  People believe easily what they hope for earnestly, 
talking themselves into believing what they want to believe.  But that is not being an adult.  It is seeing 
in God’s word that “… strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of 
use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”  (Hebrews 5:14)  It is developing that 
spiritual sense that agape love gives you, the discernment you get from that “house of doctrine” you 
build up in your soul. 
 
You see, you are an adult, and you are to live in that manner.  You are to make your own decisions, and 
control yourself.  You are to control yourself on your own, based on that renewed mind.  You are to 
understand the divine operating assets that you have, God's standard of value—what He values, and 
what He esteems—and you are to act in an appropriate and a responsible manner by your own choice; 
not because somebody is forcing you to, or because they are going to whack you if you don't, but 
because you choose to do it.   
 

I have defined for you people what a good work is.  Do you remember?  A good work is something you 
do because God told you to do it.  He says:  “Do it; I am not going to twist your ear and make you, and 
I'm not going to slap you down if you don't, but this is what I want you to do.”  And you do it because 
you choose to please Him.  Now, you know what that is:  that is being an adult.  Come with me to 
Ephesians 6.  That is maturity, gentlemen, that is maturity.   
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A mature walk is a person who has their conscience, (their system of norms and standards, their system 
of being able to evaluate a thing and come out with the right choices), developed to the point that they 
can live on the basis of the proper standards given to them by their Father.  I'll give you an illustration of 
it.  Ephesians 6:1 
 
You are no more a servant, which means you are no more in the capacity and classification of the 
servant, but now you have the job description of a son.  The issue of adoption means to be brought into 
a place of special relationship.  The word simply means to be placed in the full place of his son, getting 
the full position of sonship.  In other words, the kid doesn't have the privileges of being an adult until the 
time according to the father, then he has a barmitzvah, then he has the time when he is given all the 
privileges of a son.  He comes of age so to speak.  Now he can get a driver’s license and buy a car and 
pay the insurance and all the rest.  So, he is on his own. 
 
Now, the adoption that you and I have been predestinated to has to do with this issue.  God Almighty 
has predestinated the body of Christ to the adoption of sons, to the public attestation of being his full-
grown sons. 
 
Adoption in the bible refers to something that is future from where we are right now.  You and I have 
received the spirit of adoption.  We have been predestinated unto the adoption, but we have not received 
that adoption in its entirety at the moment.  Romans 8:22-23 
 
That is the actual possession of the adoption, the public manifestation where God will publicly declare us 
to be sons – the barmitzvah, if you will, for the body of Christ.  God will publicly demonstrate us to be his 
full-grown sons with all the privileges of Jesus Christ himself at that day of redemption.  It will be a 
tremendous day of God publicly declaring us to be his sons.   
 
That event is future.  Therefore, because it is a guarantee, God sends his Spirit as a seal to guarantee 
our presence.  But also, the Spirit of God who is in us now cries Abba, Father.  In Romans 8, he is called 
the Spirit of adoption.  The one who is going to execute that adoption and redemption at the rapture is 
God the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, we have him indwelling making that inheritance a reality, making that 
adoption, that privileged position of sonship, a reality in our lives right now.  Therefore we are able to cry 
Abba, Father.   
 
Right now we are to live as though we are already in the heavenlies.  We are to live like whom God made 
us.  He made us to be people who have that inheritance, and who have glorified bodies, in whom the life 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, (his life, his actions, his attitude), is manifest.  God is to be manifest in the flesh, 
the life also of the Lord Jesus is to be manifest in mortal bodies (how?) by the Spirit of adoption.   
 
Now “the Spirit of adoption” is the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit who is going to accomplish that is in us now.  
He is accomplishing that now and allowing us to live now like who we are in Christ.  It is the Holy Spirit’s 
function to make all of this real in our life now. 
 
Galatians 4:7 – “Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God 
through Christ.”  I love that!  If you called me up tonight and said, “Hey Rick, your wife died and left you 
two million dollars”, I’d cry because my wife died.  And, I wouldn’t believe the rest of it.  I know her and 
she don’t have the assets.  She could leave me anything she wanted to, but I couldn’t collect.  But, we 
are heirs of God, and he has the assets.   

 

Paul's Concern for the Galatians 
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Galations 4:8 Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto 
them which by nature are no gods.  

The Gentiles have their own gods.  The Gentile’s problem is not that God wouldn’t talk to them, but the 
problem was that they wouldn’t talk to him.  Do you remember Romans 1?  The separation is the result 
of the Gentile’s own choosing back there in Genesis, and God giving them up to walk in their own ways.  
Don’t forget Romans 1. 

 

Galations 4:9 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are 
known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, 
whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?  

The law is “weak and beggarly.”  It has no strength because it is weak through your flesh.  You do not 
have the ability to keep the law. 
 
What are the “weak and beggarly elements?”  Verse 10. 
 
9  But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, [So they don't really know Him.  
They are saved, but they don't understand all that God is doing yet.] how turn ye again to the weak and 
beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? 

 
Turn to Galatians 4:8-11 – “Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by 
nature are no gods.  But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye 
again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire to be in bondage?  Ye observe days, and 
months, and times, and years.  I am afraid of you.”  He said, “You guys got saved by grace, so what are 
you going back to the weak and beggarly elements (the law) for?  The law is a weak system.  It cannot 
give you any strength to please God.”   

 
But he also calls it “beggarly”.  Do you know what a beggar is?  Is he rich?  Well, you are taking people’s 
wealth, when you put them under a performance system and you beat them down.  They are poverty 
stricken.  Can you make someone happy when you take his money and his wealth away? 
 
Paul says, “Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy.”  That is the 
ministry.  I told you, before, that 2 Corinthians 1:24 is a verse that transformed my ministry years ago.  I 

realized that my ministry was not to tell everybody what to do, and be a policeman, and beat them down, 
and shape them out and ship them out; but, it was to show them how wealthy God made them.   
 
And when you show people God’s grace, and how wealthy they are in Christ, then God’s grace will take 
over; and it will do the job.  Godliness with contentment is great gain.  Are you just content to let God’s 
grace do the work?  We are quick to say “sure”, but when our reputation gets on the line, or our desires 
get on the line, we turn around sometimes.  When we are talking about what we want done, you know 

what we do.  We start pushing and shoving and stealing folk’s riches.  But, it is wonderful to be rich in 
Christ. 

 

Galations 4:10 Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.  
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10  Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.  [See, they esteem all these days.] 

 

Galations 4:11 I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour 
in vain.  

Paul said he was worried about them because they were returning to the weak things like observing the 
law.   You know how that a baby has to heed special days (Christmas makes us all look so adult!) – 
special days, trinkets, lights, codes, ordinances, places – special things.  But as an adult that person 

makes up his own mind about things; he sees clearly himself; he stands on his own knowledge.  He, by 
reason of use, has his senses exercised to discern both good and evil.  He is motivated, not from fear of 
getting tapped by his daddy’s “board of education” but by doing the right with appreciation, gratitude and 
love.   
 
The law is weak and Paul was telling them they wanted to go back to the weak – the law.  Haven’t you 
already learned in Chapter 7 that the law lacks any ability to serve God?  Romans 8:3 says the law is 

weak through your flesh.  
 
“The weak and beggarly:”    That word means a poverty stricken system.  The real riches are under 
grace.  Where can you find riches under the law?  The law takes, takes, takes, and takes.  Paul told them 
they had given up their riches for poverty.  They were giving up their sonship position and privileges to 
go back and live in the nursery!  There are two things to remember: 
 
In Galatians Four it is obvious that adoption – the placing as sons – affects those who are already 
children.  Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he 
be lord of all; (Galatians 4:1)  But then the time comes appointed by the Father that the child is adopted; 
he is placed as a son.  The Father gives him the privileges and responsibilities of adulthood.  That is 
different from our usual American English word for adoption where we bring a strange child into the 
family and make him an heir.  The Bible adoption is when your own son is a baby and someone teaches 
him until he reaches adulthood and he begins making his own decisions.  That is the adoption the Apostle 
Paul is saying we have received. 
 
That is a powerful passage.  New Bibles change that “weak and beggarly elements” phrasing.  Paul said 
the law has no capacity to help you stop sin in your life.  The law won’t help you as a believer to please 
God.  Whether the law is in your life as a believer or as an unbeliever it condemns you.  The law is weak 
through our flesh.  We can’t keep the law after we get saved any more than before we got saved.   
 
Aha!  But there is an answer!  Where do you find strength?  We are strengthened by HIS might, by HIS 
Spirit in the inner man.  Our strength is in Christ.  But back under the law you have weak and beggarly 
conditions.  And “in Christ” there are the unsearchable riches.  God wants all his saints to know what is 
the richness, the wealth, of the glory of this mystery.  That compares with the Law which is a poverty 
stricken system where you were always striving “to get.”  In Christ, we are complete.  We have 
everything.  That is the path of victory for the believer. 
 
Now the flesh will always try to go back under that “religious” system.  If the Romans, Galatians, 
Ephesians, etc., who had been established in grace truth having listened to the greatest grace preacher 
ever, the Apostle Paul, had kept going back to the law, you will find the same thing happening in your 
own ministry. (1 Timothy 1:3-7) 
 
The idea there is that the guy hasn't gotten the information.  He is not established yet, and he desires to 
be under the law.  Look in verse 9:  they turned to “weak and beggarly elements.”   
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Galations 4:12 Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am; for I am as ye are: ye 
have not injured me at all.  

Galations 4:13 Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached 
the gospel unto you at the first.  

Galations 4:14 And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised 
not, nor rejected; but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ 
Jesus.  

Jesus is called the angel of the Lord.  Paul calls him the angel of God.  Satan is called an angel of light in 
2 Corinthians 11:14.   

 

Galations 4:15 Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? for I bear 
you record, that, if it had been possible, ye would have plucked out 
your own eyes, and have given them to me.  

Do you see that?  Those folks lost their joy.  They lost their revival.  And they needed to be revived.  Do 
you know what their problem was?  Look down at Galatians 4:21, and you will see the problem.  

 

Galations 4:16 Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you 
the truth?  

“Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?”  Now that’s a good question, isn’t it?  

 

Galations 4:17 They zealously affect you, but not well; yea, they would 
exclude you, that ye might affect them.  

They wanted to exclude the Galatians from Paul’s ministry. They wanted to separate between Paul and 
the Galatians; and put the Galatians back under the kingdom program, under the Law program. And Paul 
says don’t do that; because to leave Paul’s doctrine is to leave Grace, and that is the whole issue.  The 
cross is mentioned in every chapter in Galatians. 
 
Continuing in verse 17: “They [the law teachers in verse 21] zealously affect you, but not well; yea, they 
would exclude you, that ye might affect them.”  They come in there and they zealously affect you.  They 
get you all stirred up, but not well.  They are not getting you established in the doctrine.  What are they 
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doing?  They are moving you away from it.  They are getting you all stirred up, getting the program 
going.  But they are moving you away from grace, and you are getting confused.  And they are throwing 
a spell on you – they bewitched you and they tricked you.  They would exclude you.  They want to 
exclude them from Paul.   
 
Look at the last part of Galatians 4:17: “that ye might affect them.”  They get you all stirred up so that 
you then will be benefiting them.   

 

Galations 4:18 But it is good to be zealously affected always in a good 
thing, and not only when I am present with you.  

Galatians 4:18 says: “But it is good to be zealously affected always in a good thing, and not only when I 
am present with you.”  Well I hope you get the idea there.  Go back to Galatians 3:1 

 

Galations 4:19 My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until 
Christ be formed in you,  

Paul said, Hey, I travailed in birth -.  Do you know what travail in birth is?  That’s labor pains.  Maybe 
some of you have been in the labor room.  There’s a lot of “weeping and gnashing of teeth” in there - a 
lot of screaming and crying.  Do you know why?  There’s some pain in there.  Paul says there’ pain: It 
cost me to see you people get saved, and now I’m going to have to pay the price again to get you 
straightened out.  
  
You see, Paul had evangelized them, and now he’s trying to edify them and claim them back from some 
heresy they’d gotten into.  He said, “. . . I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you,” until you 
become mature in Him. 
 
What I’m trying to say to you by showing you a couple of verses is that real ministry, folks, sends a part 
of you out.  It’s not just something that is casually done.  For example: here’s the preacher, and he’s 
going to preach the word.  Here’s the guy over here who is going to receive what’s preached.  Here you 
are, and you’re going to speak.  Words are going to come out of your mouth, and they’re going to go 
across into that guy’s ears and into his soul and spirit. 
 
Now, what’s going on here is a transfer of a part of this man (preacher) into that man over there.  Turn 
with me to I Corinthians, Chapter 2. 
 
It will be another year or two before we get into the class on Ambassadorship, but we’re going to study 
the mechanics of what happens to somebody when you preach to them.  We’re studying about preaching 
now, so we’ll not get involved in all that, but I want you to understand a little bit of that now so that you 
understand the philosophical background (a nice way of saying it) - understand the approach to 
preaching: what it’s going to cost you.   
 
We’re not just talking about a ninth-grade speech class where you learn to stand up and give little ditties.  
This is not just standing on a street corner passing out tracts and witnessing to somebody.  We’re talking 
about people that God Almighty has given a ministry to communicate God’s word to other people, and it’s 
going to cost you if you do it the way God wants it done. If you’re not going to do it God’s way, if you’re 
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not honest, you’d better get out of the pulpit.  The problem today is that too many people in the pulpit 
are not paying the price to do it God’s way.  1 Corinthians 2:9-13 
 
So this new believer needs to have some sound doctrine built up in his soul.  Galatians 4:19 starts “My 
little children.”  Little children are people you give birth to.  Continuing in Galatians 4:19 “My little 
children, of whom I travail in birth again.”  Notice the “travail in birth again.”  As difficult as it was to get 
the man saved to start with, it is a whole new painstaking effort “until Christ be formed in you.”  The 
issue is not forming Baptists, and Methodist, and Presbyterians, and Catholics, and grace doctrine in 
them.  The issue is forming Christ in them.   
 
Do you know what happens to the average believer?  He will hear the gospel and get saved, and then 
get sucked into a denominational religious system: Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Assembly of God, 
Pentecostal, Charismatic, or Episcopalian.  He gets sucked up into a system and has that system formed 
in him.  And that is not the issue.  The issue is to have Christ formed in him. 
 
How is that accomplished?  First you got the word.  You take the word and you better rightly divide it so 
you know what is going on.  And what is that rightly divided word going to do for that believer?  Is it 
going to reeducate him?  We talked about how the word will reeducate you.  It will renew your mind.  It 
will transform your life and strengthen you.  You begin that edification process – you begin to take those 
divine operating assets for the edification of your soul that God has given to you, and you begin to apply 
that system.  So you take in the sound doctrine into your spirit.   
 
Again there are two Greek words that you hear a lot about, and you need to understand what they are 
talking about.  “Gnosis” is a reference to knowledge located in the spirit, and “epignosis” is located in the 
soul.  “Gnosis” and “epignosis” is the difference between knowledge being resident in your spirit, in your 
mind (the mentality of your spirit) and knowledge being resident in your soul.  “Epignosis” is doctrine that 
has been transferred out of your spirit into your soul hence it is full.   
 
“Epi” means it is thorough – it is full. It is knowledge that controls, hence it is translated “acknowledge” 
many times.  It is not just something you know, but it is something you acknowledge, that you rest 
yourself in.  “Epignosis” is knowledge that is down in your soul and the only way that knowledge and 
information can be transferred from your spirit to your soul is by faith.   
 
Doctrine is transferred from your spirit to your soul (from knowing it and seeing it and perceiving it) by 
faith.  And only doctrine that is in your soul is usable.  The only doctrine that is usable for the 
transformation and the strengthening and the renewing and the activity of your life as a believer, is the 
doctrine you stored up in your soul.  You have made it a part of “you.” 
 
Now you take that believer and form Christ in him.  He is “in Christ” when he got saved and now we want 
to see Christ formed in him.  We want to see him grow up in Christ.  You understand the issue of the 
edification complex.  You understand the issue of how the process of edification goes on.  So we want to 
build this house of doctrine in your soul.  So first, you want to be rooted and grounded and established in 
the faith.  You need to be oriented to grace.  What is grace orientation?  (Romans 16:25-26).  
 
Turn to Galatians 4:19 – “My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you.”  
That is not just the Holy Spirit dwelling in you and it is not just Christ by his Spirit living in your body, but 
it is him dwelling there.  It is Christ being formed in you.  It is his personality, his actions, his attitude, his 
life, himself, beginning to take over you, not having denominational doctrine formed in you, not having 
human view point, but having Christ formed in you.  So what you see operating is not just activity.  You 
see the ministry of the Holy Spirit operating in your life, not just conniving men.  He settles down and 
feels at home in you.  Turn to 2 Corinthians 4:10  
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Galations 4:20 I desire to be present with you now, and to change my 
voice; for I stand in doubt of you.  

Example of Hagar and Sarah 

Galations 4:21 Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not 
hear the law?  

These guys thought the law would sanctify them, but Paul said that was walking in the flesh. (Galatians 
6:12-13) 
 
They are going back under the legalistic system of the law and the law principle.  They are trying to use 
the law to control sin in their life, and to try to help them please God.  You learned in Romans 7 that that 
will not work.  Didn't you?  But the weak brother has not learned that yet.  Romans 14:5 
 
Those folks lost their joy.  They lost their revival.  And they needed to be revived.  Do you know what 
their problem was?  Look down at Galatians 4:21, and you will see the problem.  They quit walking under 
the grace principle and they went under the law principle.  The only path to true Spirit-filled living and 
blessedness in your life, or in the life of a local assembly, or in the life of the church the body of Christ, is 
to walk by grace. 
 
And in Ephesians 4:12 when he talks about “perfecting the saints,”  it has to do with bringing the saints 
into proper adjustment and activity, functioning like they should.  “Perfecting the saints” has to do with 
having them properly adjusted to the way grace operates.  You have to be properly grace oriented, and 
your ambassadorship has to be built on that principle. 
 
Now, in the next lesson we are going to talk about the power that grace provides and how you obtain 
that power.  The old man walks under the law principle.  You understand how he empowers you and 
operates.  Well, it is critical that you understand how God empowers you so that the grace principle can 
be a reality.   
 
The principle of your ambassadorship, and the motivation behind your ambassadorship, and the principle 
upon which it operates, is grace.  And it will not operate on the basis of any other principle.   
 

 

Galations 4:22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by 
a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman.  

Galations 4:23 But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the 
flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise.  

Ishmael, born of Abraham and Hagar, was born after the flesh.  Abraham learned there was no value in 
Ishmael being his descendant alone.  The value was to be the child of the promise – what God promised.  
It was by promise that it might be of faith, not of works.  See verse 28. 
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Ishmael was the son of the bondwoman whose name was Hagar.  Isaac’s mother was named Sarah.  
(You should be reading Genesis along with this study.) 

 

Galations 4:24 Which things are an allegory: for these are the two 
covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, 
which is Agar.  

Galations 4:25 For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to 
Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children.  

Galations 4:26 But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the 
mother of us all. (Metaphor) 

That is the earthly Jerusalem – in bondage, and the Jerusalem up in heaven which is free. 

 

Galations 4:27 For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; 
break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many 
more children than she which hath an husband.  

Sarah (grace) produced more children than Hagar did.  She has more of a lineage and descendancy. 
 
People think that the law will produce greater results than grace will, but they are wrong.  The problem 
with Galatia was that they were being encouraged to be under the law in order to please God.  Paul said, 
no, they should be under grace in order to get more results by being motivated by God’s grace.  God’s 
grace and the love of Christ will produce life.  In your Christian life and your ministry, you must work 
under the principle of grace.  You need to see all that God has made you in Christ and then respond in 
gratitude, loving him because he first loved you. 
 
So, Abraham represents faith and Sarah represents grace.  Abraham is “the father of us all.”  We all 
simply take God at his word and believe him.  Sarah is associated with the Jerusalem which is above that 
is free and is the “mother of us all.”  All of our blessings come from that heavenly ministry, not the 
earthly, and they come by God’s grace. 
 
So what a blessing it is to be able to know that grace is far more productive and is also acceptable to 
God. 
  

 

Galations 4:28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of 
promise.  

We get our blessings today by faith, not by the works of the flesh. 



 

Galations 4:29 But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted 
him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now.  

Galations 4:30 Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the 
bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be 
heir with the son of the freewoman.  

We are not children of the bondwoman, or children of the flesh.  We are children of faith.  So Abraham 
learned something about the works of the flesh and it was embodied in the circumcision.  (Romans 4:11) 

 

Galations 4:31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the 
bondwoman, but of the free.  

Hagar represents the law – the bondwoman.  The law produces bondage and God will not accept that 
fruit.  Sarah is grace.  Sarah’s seed, Isaac, produces more. 

 

 

Galations: 5 

Christ Has Set Us Free 

Galations 5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.  

Parallels between the living Word and the written word - they both liberate you: Galatians 5:1 – “STAND 
fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free.”  John 8:32 – “And ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth (the word) shall make you free.” 
 
Back in Galatians, Chapter 4 we were under the law.  Now, stand in your position as adult sonship, this 
status of absolute, total sonship.  You don’t need tutors and governors to tell you what to do.  God has 
equipped you to do it and given you this position and the doctrine and has given YOU the obligation and 
responsibility to function on the basis of the doctrine resident in your soul – and to function right - and to 
handle the details of your life for his glory.  Not for yourself but for him.  He has equipped you to do it.  
There is not but one choice in it and that’s your will.  You’re either willing or you’re not.   
 
“Stand fast in the liberty.”  Stand in the freedom that grace gives you.  Now, that freedom that grace 
gives you – what is that liberty?  Look at Verse 13. 
 
Stand fast in your freedom and don’t be under the law. (Galatians 5:13-15) 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.4.11|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.5.1|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=43.8.32|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.5.13-48.5.15|_AUTODETECT_|


 
You have no right to go back under legalism.  You have no right to go back, in handling the details of 
your life, under the law principle—the “if you do this, I will reward you with that” deal.  That is the 
performance/reward syndrome.  You have no right to do that.  You are to stand fast where Christ has 
made you free—in grace.  But that standing fast does not mean that nobody tells me what to do.  It 
means now you are free to do something that you could not do before.  We have already studied 
Romans 6, and you saw that before you were saved, you were free from righteousness.  Now, you are 
free to walk in righteousness.   

 

Galations 5:2 Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, 
Christ shall profit you nothing.  

If you saved people are going to walk under the law principle, your salvation – your position in Christ - is 
not going to benefit you at all.  It is not going to produce any practical sanctification in your life, or 
practical living.  Christ living in me won’t be able to live out of me. 

 

Galations 5:3 For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that 
he is a debtor to do the whole law.  

Galations 5:4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you 
are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.  

 
They had fallen away from the grace principle of salvation and sanctification.  They placed themselves 
under the performance system of the law.  (Circumcision)   
 
Today, there is no other way that anyone can ever come to God some other way than through grace.  
Our access to God today is not on the basis of our works.  Access today is still on the basis of grace.  God 
saved us by grace and everyday we function by grace.   
 
The Law says:  “Here’s a precept (commandment).  If you keep the commandment, I will give you the 
blessing.  If you do not keep the commandment, I will curse you.  If you want the blessing you must 

obey the commandment - perform.  The law system is always that “If” – “Then” principle.  People that 
are depressed put themselves under an “if-then” system. They use the Bible terminology and do not even 
know it.  They can identify where depression comes from:  it is that psychological guilt that is the result 
of failure in that “if-then” system.  What they don’t know anything about is grace. 
 
Grace offers the blessing freely.  Unmerited favor.  All that God is free to do for you because of the cross 
of Calvary.  Grace offers it and says, Live up to it.  Walk worthy of that.  You already have the grace.  
You don’t walk to get it – it’s free.  You already have it.  Just live up to it.  Act like the child of God you 
are.  That is grace.  (Galatians 3:2-3) 
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Galations 5:5 For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of 
righteousness by faith.  

5  For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.  [In other words, we are waiting 
to get our glorified bodies.]   

 

Galations 5:6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, 
nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.  

Contrast the Body of Christ with Israel's program - BOC (no circumcision) vs Israel (circumcision).  See 
Genesis 17:10. 
 
Notice the same kind of thing in Romans 13 where Paul deals with our “sonship” walk.   We will get into 
that in Chapter 8 shortly.  Paul sums up some of the details of that walk. (Romans 13:8-10) 

 
Your faith works by love.  Do you know how faith is motivated?  Do you know how faith becomes 
productive?  By responding to an understanding of what God has done for you in Jesus Christ.  How does 
faith work?  It works by agape love.  It works by having an understanding of what God values and 
esteems; and God values and esteems the Lord Jesus Christ above everything else.  Circumcision and 
uncircumcision:  those things don’t count a thing with God.  Do you know what counts to God?  Your 
faith working by love.  Do you know what the motivating factor of grace is?  Love.  We’ve studied that.  

The motivating factor of the law is fear.  The motivating factor of grace is love, and the way grace is 
appropriated is by faith. 
 
Here is what counts with God.  He says circumcision doesn't count with God, uncircumcision doesn't 
count.  Do you know what counts with God?  “Faith, which worketh by love.”   Your faith, when it works, 
when it produces, when it operates, when it responds, when it is motivated by love—agape love—avails.  
And I keep using that term agape because our English word love suffers from a misunderstanding; and 

Paul isn't talking about just a warm, personal feeling.  He is talking about that understanding of what God 
has done for you in Christ—agape love.  When your faith operates, and is motivated, and produces, and 
responds, on the basis of what God has made you in Christ, that is what counts with God.  And the 
privilege of a son is to manifest all of that.    
 
Let me give you an illustration.  Come over to 2nd Corinthians and notice how the Corinthians were 
expected to walk in the same way, and they failed to do it.  Paul instructed the Corinthians about a very 
practical matter.  First go to Galatians 5:18. 
 
Is there any advantage to being in the Circumcision or in the Uncircumcision?  When Paul wrote the book 
of Galatians, Time Past was over with.  That’s before Acts 28.  The departure begins before chapter 28.  
Galatians 6:15 
 

 

Galations 5:7 Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not 
obey the truth?  
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Paul is talking to them about their problem, and he said, “Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye 
should not obey the truth?”  They did run well.  They started out good.  They started out being 
established in the faith.  They started out being straight and established, but soon they were destabilized, 
and they succumbed to a false message and to a perversion of the gospel.  
 
Now, I point that out to you because of this: What was true of the Galatians was also true of the 
Corinthians.  What was true of the Corinthians was also true of the Ephesians.  Come over to 1 Timothy 1 
and let me show you a passage of scripture that to me is utterly shocking to me!  Sometimes you get the 
idea that, “Well I get this salvation in my soul built up (I build this edifice of sound doctrine) and I reach 
spiritual maturity – I am saved and nothing can ever harm me”.  Isn’t that right?  No you are wrong 
about that.  You have stability, but if you do not maintain the integrity of the foundation and the building, 
do you know what is going to happen?  It is going to fall.   
 
You can build a nice beautiful edifice out there, but what happens if you let termites get in it?  They mess 
it up, and the thing will eventually go to pieces.  It will not be of any value.  And you can’t let termites 
eat the building after you have the building up either.  You have to keep the termites out of the structure 
during the building process.  And also after the structure is completed, it must remain pest free.  1 
Timothy 1:3-7 

 

Galations 5:8 This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you.  

Galations 5:9 A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.  (Legalism) 

9  A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. [A little leaven:  a little false doctrine that makes you not 
obey the truth.  What is the doctrine here?  Putting them back under the law system.]  

 

Galations 5:10 I have confidence in you through the Lord, that ye will be 
none otherwise minded: but he that troubleth you shall bear his 
judgment, whosoever he be.  

10  I have confidence in you through the Lord, that ye will be none otherwise minded: but he that 
troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be. [What is the judgment that he is going to bear?  
Doesn't Galatians 1:8 say let him be accursed?] 

 

Galations 5:11 And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet 
suffer persecution? then is the offence of the cross ceased.  

The thing that gives the value to the cross is destroyed if I preach circumcision.  You go back under the 
law, and what do you do?  You fall from grace.  Are you the friend of the cross, or are you the enemy of 
the cross?  Doesn't the law frustrate the grace of God?  Do you see what he is saying there?  These 
people teach doctrine contrary to grace doctrine, and what happens?  They actually become enemies of 
the Lord.  They are not serving the Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly. 
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Galatians 5:11: And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, [the law] why do I yet suffer persecution? 
then is the offence of the cross ceased.”  Hey folks, the flesh and the devil do not like the preaching of 
the cross.  When you preach grace, the world is not going to open its arms and say, “Wonderful, 
wonderful, wonderful!”  And even the believer’s old sin nature will not like it.  There is an offense, and 
there is a constant temptation for you to cut the message – be intimidated by the circumstances, and the 
opposition, and the persecution, and the problems that are going to arise in your life because you 
preached the right doctrine.  There is a constant intimidation to just back off a little bit.  Galatians 6:12: 

 

Galations 5:12 I would they were even cut off which trouble you.  

He is not saying that he wishes they were dead.  He is saying separate yourself from the dudes:  cut 
them off, get away from them, get shed of them; because they are going to ruin you.  A little leaven 
leavens the whole lump.  So when there is bad doctrine being taught, the thing that you do is cut the 
line.  You cut it off, just as when there is bad conduct.  You as an individual are to be separated from the 
world.  When the world begins to come in and entice you, what do you do?  You cut the line; you cut the 
association; you get separated from it.  Send it on down the road.  Don't make any provisions for the 
flesh, the religious system, unbelief, and that kind of thing.  You send them on down the road.  Separate.  
Erring brethren, same issue, cut off.  Come to 1 Timothy 6.  I won't get all the passages, but I will get 
some of them here.  1 Timothy 6:3-5 

 

Galations 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use 
not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.  

Love is the motivation of grace – not the fear motivation of the performance system of the law, but “by 
love” – by grace motivation – “serve one another.”  The only way to serve God effectively today is on the 
basis of his grace, motivated by your gratitude.   
 

Total forgiveness does not mean that your sins do not have an effect.  Sin does a lot of things in your 
life.  Sin interferes with your best personal adjustment.  It interferes with your ability to function properly 
as a member of the body of Christ and it will cause you to be unhappy personally.  You will lose your joy.  
It damages the lives of other people, especially those that are closest to you.  It messes up your 
testimony and your effectiveness as an ambassador for Christ is weakened.  Other people will look at you 
and say, If that is a Christian count me out.  That is why personal holiness is so important rather than 
self indulgence.  It will cause you to lose rewards that you could have received at the judgment seat of 

Christ.  The ultimate natural consequence of sin in our lives is physical death.  So sin does have an effect.  
You can hasten your physical death by constant intemperance in sin because it tears down and the 
natural consequences of sin come into play.   
 
However, when we sin as believers under grace, the Holy Spirit seeks to bring us, not under a system of 
condemnation, but to bring us under a system of discipline and conviction.  God, the Holy Spirit uses his 
Word to bring us to discipline and conviction about what we are doing so that we will think soberly about 

what we are doing, God knowing that if we ever think soberly about who we are in Christ, we will once 
again be motivated to act like it.  He knows that if we can be brought back to sound reasoning and 
thinking, recovering ourselves from the snare of the devil, we will realize who we really are in Christ.  We 
aren’t that old dead sinner in Adam but a live saint in Christ.  Those assets can motivate us to serve him. 
 
There are three methods of conviction: 
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 1. Direct intervention – of the Holy Spirit by the use of the Word of God.  Doctrine stored up in 
your soul.  1 Thes. 2:13; Phil. 2:13  Brings conviction.  
 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof [are] the ways of death. 
(Proverbs 14:12)   
 
There has never been a man that believed that drinking liquor was right.  There has never been a man or 
a woman that believed that looking at pornography, lying, cussing or cheating on their income tax that 
ever thought that was right.  That isn’t what that verse is talking about.  Men know – they have that law 
written in their hearts – “their conscience bearing them witness, either accusing or excusing them.”  That 
is why you need that Word of God stored up in your soul – so the Holy Spirit can draw upon it.  That is 
direct intervention:  the Holy Spirit takes that Word and applies it, bringing you under conviction. 
 
 2. Indirect intervention  - the Word of God being ministered to you through the confrontation of 
other believers. 
 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: (Colossians 1:28) 
 
We come with the Word of God and admonish them.  We say,  Look, I’m warning you that the course of 
conduct you are following is going to bring you unhappiness and ruin, and we take to them the Word of 
God and rebuke them.  We are rebuked by that Word.  The Word is ministered to us by the Holy Spirit 
taking that other believer who through care and love of our soul, and performance of his responsibility to 
other members of the Body of Christ, takes the Word and ministers it to us, and then that Word brings 
conviction.  If ignore all of that, there is then a third one: 
 
 3. The natural consequences of sin – You will reap what you sow, folks.   
 
Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that 
soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting. (Galatians 6:7-8) 
 
He wrote that to saved people.  If you refuse the direct and indirect intervention of the Word of the Holy 
Spirit by the use of God’s word, the consequences of sin will come to bear.  Those things tend to 
discipline us, to bring conviction; they make us think again about who we are in Christ.  Once you begin 
to focus on who you are in Christ, then the love of Christ motivates you to serve him.  That is “grace 
motivation.” 
 
 All of that kind of thing does this:   
 
 GRACE       LAW  (If  -  then) 
(God’s grace – Love – In Christ)    (Performance – Fear  - Guilt) 
 
Godly Fear – Reverential Respect    Fear of Punishment 
 (Eph. 5:21)    
Godly Confidence (by his faith)    Rejection by God 
Godly Sorrow over sin     Shame, Reproach, False Guilt 
 
Under the law there is punishment and fear of punishment.   Sin came between the sinner and God and 
prayer went unanswered.  If a man wanted to be well, there were seven things to do to get healed.   
 
Under grace, rather than fear of being punished there is a godly fear.  Hebrews 12:8 speaks of 
“reverence and godly fear.”  The people being spoken to in this verse are no longer under the law and 
now have reverential respect.  Eph. 5:21:  “submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.”  
That is that godly fear, the reverential respect for God and all that he has done for you. 
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Godly confidence says that I know I can come boldly before the throne of grace because of the faith of 
him.  Not my faith, but his.  Under grace I can look at my sin and have true, open, factual accounting of 
it and say, “That’s wrong.”  My godly sorrow does not debilitate me; it does not keep me from moving 
on.  It reminds me to put off the old man and put on the new man, focusing on a future of correct 
behavior.  I can set things right and get on with my life. 
 
False guilt comes from subject feelings that destroy you.  This is dominion.  Real guilt (under grace) is 
objective facts (looking at things like they really are) and dealing with them in the light of who you are in 
Christ and moving on.  That is liberty. 
 
So you need to understand that the issue of total forgiveness affects the very basic things you do day in 
and day out.  Live under grace as the new man you are – in Christ.  And rejoice in that.  Reap the 
benefits of grace living by walking worthy, motivated by God’s love.  When people criticize you because 
you talk about doctrine, they do not understand the doctrine of grace.  When you extol the riches of 
God’s grace, it produces gratitude and that produces grace living. 
 
God sets us free not just to do what we want to do, not to be our own god, but this freedom is liberty to 
serve him motivated by love.  We are free to respond to his love and to serve him on the basis of that.   
 
For the love of Christ constraineth us; … (2 Corinthians 5:14) 
 
By the proper valuing and esteeming of what God is doing today, be motivated by that grace, and serve 
one another.  You are free.  The first operative principle of grace is that you are free to serve God.  You 
are free to handle the details of your life for His glory, and you, as a son, are responsible to make the 
decision of how that is to be done.  You are responsible, and you are free.  Do you know what believers 
don't want?  They don't want to be free, because with freedom comes responsibility.  The Corinthians 
just loved to be under bondage.  Look at 2 Corinthians 11.  2 Corinthians 11:18-20. 
 
Listen you have been called unto perfect liberty and freedom.  Freedom is the result of grace.  You have 
liberty in Christ: “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free” (Galatians 5:1).  
Look at Romans 6:7.  
 
Go back to Galatians 5:13: “only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one 
another.”  How are you supposed to serve?  You serve on the basis of grace motivation.  You are to be 
motivated by grace.  Do not use it as an occasion to walk in the flesh.   
 
That is why it says in Galatians 5:13 – “Use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh.”  In other words, 
don’t use the liberty just as an occasion to do what you want to do.  God didn’t save you for that.  I have 
said to you time and again, “You were doing that real good before he saved you.”  He didn’t save you so 
you could do what you wanted to do.  You were doing a good job of that before he ever met you, or 
before you ever met him. 
 
And what will grace do? Galatians 5:13 – “For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not 
liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.”   
 
Serve each other by the principle of agape love and understanding of God’s value and esteem for you 
and for others, understanding what God is doing.  And do it with a mental attitude love, a renewed mind 
that thinks like God’s mind thinks.  You see, that is his provision.  That is all that he is free to do for you 
through the cross work of Christ, that is his provision for you to live freely and successfully for him.  Turn 
to Titus 2:11 
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Galations 5:14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  

Every mandate God ever gave is fulfilled in this one thing: “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”  
When you walk on the basis of grace motivation, you produce things that please the justice of God.  You 
do what God wants done. 

 

Galations 5:15 But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye 
be not consumed one of another.  

Well, wait a minute!  “For all the law is fulfilled in one word, etc…”  What is he talking about there?  In 
Verse 1 Paul said, Don’t go back under the law, then in Verse 14 he said we are fulfilling the law.  That 
can become confusing to some.  But in Verse 16: 
 

Galatians 5:15 says: “But if ye bite and devour one another, [and that is the law system] take heed that 
ye be not consumed one of another.”  You “bite and devour one another.”  Do you know what that is 
talking about?  I am going to set up a performance system and expect you to meet it.  And we put unreal 
and unbiblical expectations on one another.   
 
There are responsibilities that God Almighty gives you in the grace program and we are going to talk 
about them.  I am going to show you how this system works.  We are going to forget about the law 

system after this lesson, and I will show you how the grace system works.  I will show you how love 
works and how God has given you (as a person in Christ) certain responsibilities.  Because of who you 
are, God gave you responsibilities.   
 
I am a daddy and as a father I have certain responsibilities.  As a husband I have certain responsibilities.  
As an employer, and as the president of this Bible Society, I have certain responsibilities.  Any time you 
have a privilege, you have responsibilities, and the only way you will ever live up to those responsibilities, 

is to live under grace.  That does not mean it is a free ride.  It does not mean that God is not interested 
in how you live.  It just means that he has equipped you so you can do that which pleases and honors 
him.   
 
But the point is – if you bite and devour one another (meaning if you go over and put these unscriptural 
expectations on people) you are not walking in grace as expected.  And when you go back under the law, 
you begin to impose expectations on yourself.  And they are unreal expectations that you place on 
yourself and on others.  Do you know what happens before long?  You do not live up to your 
expectations, and the other person does not live up to your expectations.  So now what are you doing?  
Now you start whacking them over the head, because instead of getting your approbation they get your 
curse.  Pretty soon your relationship begins to get tense because you are condemning them.  You are 
putting a guilt trip on them.  You are making them feel worthless.  You are pushing them down, down, 
and down.  And maybe you just turned the cold shoulder on them and said, I won’t talk to you anymore. 

(Maybe you just have an unforgiving spirit.)  
 
However, If you operate on the basis of grace, it is a different situation. In the grace principle you forgive 
one another as God for Christ’s sake forgave you.  That is grace.  So when you work in the law principle 
you bite and devour one another. 

 

Keep in Step with the Spirit 
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Galations 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil 
the lust of the flesh.  

The basic operating principle of a believer is to walk over here (in the spirit), and you won’t fulfil the lust 
of the flesh (the old sin nature).  It didn’t say the lust of the flesh won’t be there; he said you won’t fulfil 
them; they won’t be accomplished; they won’t bear fruit in your life.  The spirit of God in you begins to 
give you direction.  The flow of your life is walking in the spirit, and not in the flesh. 

 
The basic operating principle of a believer is to walk in the spirit, so he won’t fulfill the lust of the flesh.  
It doesn’t say that the lust of the flesh won’t be there anymore.  It says that he won’t fulfill it; it won’t 
bear fruit or cause sin to be accomplished in the life of a believer.  The Spirit of God in you reverses the 
flow of your life from being led by your old man’s flesh to being led by the Spirit of God in you.  
 
That verse does not say you will not HAVE the lust of the flesh.  The lust of the flesh will be in you, but 
that verse says if you “walk in the Spirit,” you will not FULFIL the lust of the flesh.  
 
The lust of the flesh is present as long as you walk around in your physical body.  But the lust of the flesh 
need not be operative and will not be operative as long as you walk in the Spirit.  There is victory over 
the death and condemnation found when you walk in the flesh. 
 
Note this:  In Romans, Chapter 7 as well as in Galatians 5, Paul is dealing with the issue of walking in the 
flesh.  Most people think that walking in the flesh is walking in the evil deeds that the flesh produces.  
The reason they think so is because of Verse 19, 20, 21 in Galatians 5, which is dealing with the lust of 
the flesh.  That means the evil desires of the flesh.  
 
Therefore, most people think that means walking in the evil things of the flesh and forget that you can 
also walk in the good things of the flesh and that is what Romans 7 deals with. 
 
The works of the flesh in Galatians 5 are the works that are being dealt with in the light of the context 
which is Verse 15. 
 
If you walk in the Spirit you won’t be out there doing the evil things that the flesh can produce.  But, my 
friend, that is not all that the flesh can produce.  Hold that scripture and go to 1 Corinthians 15 and 
compare with Romans 7:25. (1 Corinthians 15:55-57, Romans 7:25) 
 
You see, it is the law that gives sin its strength.  Just as in Christ we have the victory over the grave, we 
also have the victory over the old sin nature and it is the law [trying to perform the deeds of the law in 
order to please God or to stop sin] that produces death in the experience of the Believer.  The issue in 
Romans 7 is walking in the flesh, and in Romans 7 that is walking under the law.  People often think that 
walking in the flesh means walking in the evil, sinful things of the flesh and forget that you can walk in 
the good things and to walk in the good things is a synonym of walking under the law, trying to perform 
good things to get God’s approval.  Trying to stop sin by keeping the law. 
 
Paul also deals with that kind of thing in the Book of Galatians.  Notice that even in Galatians the flesh 
does not always produce evil.  Many times there it produces good things and when it does, Paul tells 
them they are trying to walk under the law; walking in the flesh. (Galatians 3:2-3) 
 
When you walk in the Spirit – when you walk in grace, not under the law (Vs. 18) – That is if you walk in 
light of what God’s Spirit has made you “in Christ,” then you fulfill the law.  That is not you trying to 
perform the law, but the righteous standard of the law is fulfilled in you. 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=48.5.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.5.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.5.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.15.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.7.25|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.15.55-46.15.57|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.7.25|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.3.2-48.3.3|_AUTODETECT_|


What is the “righteous standard of the law?”  If you offend in one point, you are guilty of all.  Patient 
continuance – perfect continuance in well-doing.  When you are under the law, the justice of God can 
never say you are okay, because it must wait until you get down to the last thing in your life before it can 
say you are okay.  If you get to 98 points on a 100 point scale, you still have two more to go before God 
can say okay.  That is why that under the law program they always lived in fear of bondage of death.  
That is the law principle.   
 
But Grace does not withhold the declaration of righteousness.  Grace gives it to you up front – in Christ.  
We are made the righteousness of God in him.   The law withholds it; grace gives it.  “For all the law is 
fulfilled in one word” – agape love.  “Even this, thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” (Verse 13)  
Agape love produces what the justice of God accepts.  And that is all the law – complete obedience.  
Agape love is the ability to value and esteem as God values and esteems.  When you have an 
understanding and are walking in light of what God values and esteems (the Lord Jesus Christ), then the 
righteousness of the law is fulfilled in you.  It produces the fruit that God’s righteous standard of 
judgment declares acceptable. 
 
Walk in the Spirit and you shall not have the lusts of the flesh?  No, that isn't what that says.  It didn't 
say that the lust of the flesh won't be there.  What did it say?  Walk in the Spirit and you will not fulfill 
the lust of the flesh.  The lust of the flesh is going to be there; because as long as you carry that carcass 
around, you are going to have it.  The old sin nature is genetically resident in your body.  Don't forget 
that.  As long as you have that body of flesh, you are carrying around the body of sin.  The old sin nature 
is not some mystical attitude that runs around somewhere in your cranium that you can purge yourself 
of.  You carry it around as long as you have that flesh, that meat hanging on your bones.  It is genetically 
resident in the nature that you got from Adam.  Paul is saying put off what is akin to the world, and put 
on Christ; and don't make any provisions to fulfill the lust of the flesh. 
 
Do you know what you have to do?  You have to plan not to sin.  You have to plan to live for God.  You 
have to plan to do the will of God, and not to sin; and that is the key to living in society—in the world.  
When you just live in the world, and let it carry you up and down, up and down, do you know what will 
happen?  You are going to be just like it.  Do you know what grace tells you?  You are out there not to 
be carried up and down, but to pay a debt.  You are out there to relate to the world the way God relates 
to it, and see the value that He has in it, and look at people and situations the way He looks at them.  
Pay your debt to the world, and don't be a part of it.  Be who you are.  But it takes planning.   
 

The lusts of the flesh:  I ride past a used car lot every day going to work and home.  That is the 
sneakiest bunch of people that you ever met in your life—car salesmen.  They shine those cars up with 
wax.  A car may have a paint job that has been dead for 5 years, and they shine it up with wax just long 
enough for you to see it.  They put light bulbs over it—not the smoked ones, the clear bulbs—because 
the light ricochets off the shiny surface much better.  You ride past there, and I would swear they go out 
there with a pick ax at night, and dig a pot hole in front of their place.  That way you bounce over it and 
say:  Man, this thing is getting loud, getting rough.  You drive by there going home looking at them, and 
you look over at those shiny cars and say:  Boy, doesn't that look nice.  When you get out of your car 
and the old door goes squeak,  you say:  Boy it is getting old, we will have to replace this thing before 
long; it’s getting bad, getting bad.  After a week or two of that, you say:  Well, I like that one on the end 
there.  I think I will just stop and look at it. 
 
So you pull over, go in and ask if they will give you a good deal on that one.  You say, I'm not buying, 
I'm just looking.  You sit in that thing and you say:  Man, it feels good.  You start it up, vroom, vroom.  It 
has a good exhaust system.  You know, my exhaust system will have to be replaced in not too long, and 
I'll have to put $150.00 dollars in that.  It sure would be nice to put it in a new car instead of an old 
one—just putting money down a rat hole.  And pretty soon you begin to justify your need for that 
automobile, don't you?  You know what I am talking about.  Pretty soon you justify your need for the 
automobile, and pretty soon it just won't do until you own that automobile; because your old car all of a 



sudden becomes a rattle trap.  It won't go, and that new one will fulfill all my desires.   Pretty soon you 
are over there, and you sign on the dotted line, and put your money down, and you are strapped with a 
$300.00 payment for 60 months with 8.8% interest.  Instead of costing you $10,000, that car costs you 
about $18,000 to $20,000 with the interest.  And when you are paying the bills, you have to sit down and 
say, where am I going to get this money from?  Lord, I tell you what; Lord, I love you, and you 
understand that Book says to pay your bills.  I have a bill here that I have to pay, so there goes the 
Lord’s money paying the bill.  It isn't long until the lust of your flesh gets this stuff up around your neck, 
right around your wind pipe and it goes tight; and it isn't long before you are unconscious and you're just 
laid out. 
 
Is there anything wrong with buying a new automobile?  You are going to see in chapter 14 that if you 
couldn't do it in faith—something that was in line with what God was doing—it was wrong.  You are going 
to find in chapter 14 that in everything you do, you are to walk how?  By faith.  Whatsoever is not of 
faith—not based upon something that God is giving you to do, and the perception that you have with a 
renewed mind—is sin.  So discern the details, and know whether or not it is something that God would 
have you to do. 
 
Do you understand why we are getting into these things in Romans 13, and not back in chapter 2?  You 
have gained that renewed mind, and now you apply it to the details of life.  I used the illustration of an 
automobile because that is something that we all deal with.  That is where the lust of the flesh works.  It 
justifies a need for something to cause you to do it without any regard to what God would have you to 
do.  It could be a boat, a color television, a trip to the Bahamas, a lustful look, that kind of stuff.  The lust 
of the flesh works that way—whether it is a bottle, a buck, a babe, or a Buick, it all works the same way.  
With one guy, it may be making money. 
 
The passage says let us walk honest as in the day.  It is easy to cheat, and it looked good, and I can get 
by.  Not in rioting and drunkenness—just going out and carousing—not in chambering.  That word 
chambering is talking about the bed chamber.  What it is talking about is bed-hopping—sexual 
immorality.  Wantonness:  that is just being left to it, man—just going on out, and just lasciviousness.  
Not in strife and envying.  Whatever the sin is, the lust of the flesh works the same way.  So if you can 
understand it on an easy thing like getting an automobile, or something else that you all have to deal 
with, you can understand it.   
 
What is the Spirit of God doing today?  Look at that verse, and “ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  
 
People talk about a new man (spirit) and an old man (body).  And I have heard people talking about the 
confession of sins and they say, “Who is going to confess sins, the new man or the old man?”  Well the 
old man is not going to confess his sin.  Does the new man have any sin to confess?  Then, he is not 
going to confess any sin.  So who is going to confess sin?  That completely and totally ignores the 
makeup of man and makes out like he already has a spirit and a body, an inner man and an outer man.  
And you do not. 
 
You (your soul) confesses sin.  You are the one who identifies sin in your life and you are the one who 
chooses to serve God.  You walk in the spirit – walk by what the Spirit of God is doing and you will not 
fulfil the lusts of the flesh (Galatians 5:16, 1 Corinthians 6:20).  The idea is that it is your will and your 
will is in your soul.  Your choosing mechanism (your volition) is in your soul.   
 
And when you have positive volition toward bible doctrine, it is faith.  Your will is positive toward sound 
doctrine, and that is faith.  When your will is negative towards sound doctrine, that is unbelief.  One is 
walking in the spirit, and one is walking in the flesh.   
 
Your will is a function of your soul.  And the reason those verses read like they do is because they expect 
your will, which is a function of your soul, to either walk in line with what the Spirit of God is doing (in 
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the spirit), or walk in line with what the old man is doing (in the body).  But you are the one who makes 
the choice, and that choice is made in your soul.  Now that should help you.   
 
When you are thinking and working and doing, do not serve God in the mind because there is not any 
victory over sin in the mind (spirit).  The victory comes when you walk in line with what the Spirit of God 
is doing, and that is out of the heart (the soul).  The book says, “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out 
of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23).  The doctrine has to be in the mind and the heart.   
 
People say, “Well, I know this and I know that.”  And they really mean they have it in their mind (spirit) 
but not in their heart (soul).  A lot of you know a lot of doctrine but it is all in your mind (spirit).  And it is 
no more operative in your life than communism would be, because it is all in your mind (spirit).  You 
never took “self” out of the heart (soul).  Proverbs 23:7 (KJV) For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: 
Eat and drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is not with thee. 
 
Now you have a heart, a conscience, a will, and you also have emotions.  Number four – emotions are a 
function of the soul.  Now emotions are very important for you to understand (Matthew 11:29, Matthew 
26:38).   

 

Galations 5:17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that 
ye cannot do the things that ye would.  

Do you remember when we studied Romans 7?  I kept telling you that walking in the flesh is walking 
under the law principle?  And walking in the Spirit is walking under the grace principle.  
 
Who is he talking about there, saved men or lost men?  He is talking about saved men – the conflict of 
the two natures. 

 

Galations 5:18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.  

If you walk in the Spirit, if you are led of the Spirit, you are not under the law.  The old sin nature works 
on the basis of the law.  Your old sin nature works on the basis of reactionary legalism.  It works on the 
basis of developing a lifestyle that seeks to resist God’s efforts to show us that we are sinners and to 
manifest his love and his grace to us through Christ and Christ alone.  The old sin nature works on the 
basis of performing, working, doing.  If you walk in the flesh, you are going to work under the law 
principle.  If you walk in the Spirit you walk under the grace principle.  
 
Walking and being led by the Spirit does not have anything to do with the Spirit of God taking control of 
you and leading you by the hand.  Being led by the Spirit and walking by the Spirit means that you walk 
in line with what he says he is doing today.  When you are filled with and walk under the principles of 
grace, then you are walking by the Spirit.  If you walk under the principles of the law – the “if, then” 
principle, - then you are walking in the flesh. 
 
The law is a performance/fear syndrome.  If you perform you get the blessing; if you don’t perform, I’m 
going to curse you.  That system uses fear as motivation and the result of that is a guilt complex when 
you fail.  (Exodus 19:5) 
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To walk in the flesh is to walk under the law principle.  That is what the flesh motivates you to do.  To 
walk in the Spirit is to walk by the principle of grace; understanding what it is and practicing your position 
in Christ.  Paul is talking about utilizing the access you have into God’s presence.  Use the blessings that 
are yours.  Don’t depart from Grace. 
 
There is a similar thing in Hebrews 10; comparative with Romans.  Just like Romans 3 that presents the 
propitiatory sacrifice in its relationship to Israel and Hebrews 2 thru 9, so this issue about the access in 
Hebrews is dealt with again.  The book of Hebrews is written in light of the Pauline revelation about the 
finished work of Christ.  That is written to Hebrews to update their understanding now that we 
understand all that God has accomplished at Calvary.  Hebrews explains how all that affects them. 
 
Paul tells us in Romans 3 how God, in Time Past, justified men under the forbearance system.  He also 
tells us how God justifies people today – all men in every age by the blood of Christ.  Hebrews goes on to 
explain for those people in the Ages To Come how that relationship fits with them.  (Hebrews 10:1-7) 
 
If you are not walking in the Spirit you are walking in the flesh.  So remember that walking in the flesh 
and walking under the law are synonyms.    When you put yourself under the law, you are walking in 
your flesh. 
 
Now, notice how Paul “ties the rag on the bush,” or, “puts the grease on the squeak.” (Philippians 3:1) 
 
Again:  Being led of the Spirit is not a reference to subjective decision making based on feelings or 
impressions, or circumstances or new insights.  Rather, it is something else.  Look at Philippians 1: 
(Philippians 1:9-10) 
 
The law stands behind you and kicks you and goads you.  Grace holds out in front of you all the great 
things that God has done for you, and it leads you.  Back in Romans 8 – Verses 14 to 17, Paul is dealing 
with the issue of:  Here’s what ought to motivate you to live consistent with your position.  Here’s what 
ought to motivate you to reckon yourself dead to sin, dead to the law, and dead to the flesh, and that is 
that fantastic position you have in Christ, and all the spiritual blessings, and all the wonderful privileges 
that are yours as a child, as a son of God.  We are born of the Spirit, we are in the family of God.  When 
you are led by the Spirit, then you  manifest the dignity of your position in Christ, the dignity of who God 
has made you in Christ.  Then it is manifested.  That is the motive for your service; not to get something 
from God.  You’ve already got it.  Go out and appropriate it, and make it live in your life.   What a 
privilege that we have and we can exercise simply by faith. 
 
How different that is from what the world has to offer.  God help us to understand it and to see it live in 
our lives. 
 
The Spirit never leads you to be under the law.  When you understand what the Spirit of God is doing, 
you know how to walk; you walk on the principle of grace.  You are going to find that grace is going to 
appear in every one of these things.  The law won't justify you, it condemns you.  The law won't sanctify 
you, it condemns you.  Grace is what will justify you, and grace is what will sanctify you.  Sin condemns 
you, sin won't sanctify you.  The law condemns you, the law won't sanctify you.  It does the same thing 
in the life of a believer that it does in the life of an unbeliever.  Therefore, don't walk under it.  Walk on 
the basis of what God has done for you in Christ.  2 Corinthians 9:6. 
 
The Spirit of God never led anyone to walk under the law principle.  He leads them to walk under the 
grace principle.  The old sin nature works on the basis of the law.  It works on the basis of a reactionary 
legalism.  Now you listen to me.  The reaction that you have to the stimulus that comes into life is that 
imposing of that legalistic system.  Legalism is a style of life.  It is a lifestyle.  It is designed to resist 
God’s attempts to show us that we are sinners and to manifest his love and grace through the finished 
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work of Christ.  It is an attempt to exalt ourselves and to avoid God’s attempt and God’s desire to show 
us that we are sinners and that the only thing we have is in Christ.   
 
And your old sin nature will do it in a lot of different ways, but it will always use that kind of a system.  
And there is going to be a constant battle there.  And that is what verse 17 is talking about.  And it is a 
constant battle that you can win.  And as long as you have that flesh, you are going to have the battle.   
 
So the problem that you face has to do with walking in grace rather than walking under the law principle.  
When you desire to earn God’s acceptance in your daily walk the logic is real simple.  I want you to get 
the principle.  Now do not miss it!  If I do such and such then I’m going to please God.   
 
But if I fail to do such and such, whatever it is (go to church on Sunday, give them money, and treat my 
wife right) then God is going to get even with me.  He is going to get angry and he is going to punish 
me.  I will not get my prayers answered.  It will result in financial reversal and ill health or whatever it 
might be.  He is going to get even with me by making me feel worthless, and showing me that I should 
hate myself.  He is going to get even with me by rejecting me, and giving me the cold shoulder and the 
silent treatment.   
 
And those kinds of punitive emotions are a result of the old sin nature – taking and twisting those 
emotions that God wants to use in a positive way.  And the reason for those punitive emotions is you are 
operating under the law principle.   
 
The problems that you face (and that your are going to face) in your own life and in the ministry, are a 
result of people operating under the law system.  And I guarantee you (as you get out among Christian 
people) you are going to face this.  It is going to be one of the things you deal with in a local assembly 
over and over and over, because you are dealing with people that go out into a world that bombards 
them with the law principle.   
 
You see grace as God’s way to get to heaven.  The grace principle is great to get to heaven.   
 
But how often do you sit and talk to believers and they say, “We understand this but we want to know 
how to live the Christian life.”  Do you ever hear people talk about that?  We want to know how to do 
this!  How does this work?   
 
Do you know what the problem is?  They de-emphasize grace in their walk and they are going under the 
law principle and it will not work!  And they get all confused.  And they want little formulas to tell them 
how to do this, this, and this and get the blessing.   
 
You go read the “How To” books: How to get your prayers answered.  How to be happy though married.  
How to overcome depression.  They all say that if you do this and this then you get the blessing.  If you 
do not do this and this then you got the curse.  What do they do for your Christian life?  They put you 
under the law principle.  They de-emphasize grace as a way to deal with the here and now.   
 
And ladies and gentlemen (gentlemen especially) you cannot de-emphasize grace in the here and now 
and have a life that is free and that serves God, and that brings forth fruit that God Almighty will accept.  
 
I spoke with a man just the other day.  He said, “Preacher I understand that it is through what Christ did 
at Calvary and that alone that we have forgiveness of sins and have eternal life.  But now that I am 
saved, now that I am a son of God, certainly I have got to do some things to merit his favor and to earn 
his blessing and to avoid his anger.  I mean, before I got saved I could not do anything to earn his 
blessing.  I could not do anything to merit his favor.  I could not do anything to avoid his anger.  But now 
that I am a son, I can right?  Now that I am a son there has to be something I can do that is going to 
merit his blessing, that is going to help me avoid his displeasure.”   



 
Do you know what that would be like?  That would be God treating a lost man better than he treats his 
own son.  And it would not make any sense.  Why would he take a lost man and treat him by grace, put 
him in Christ and give him everything, and then take his son who has everything and say, “If you do this, 
I’ll give you everything, and if you do not I will not give you everything.”  Do you see that they are 
mutually exclusive, and it does not make any sense? 
 
But your old sin nature wants to be under the law principle because it allows it to have the upper hand.   
 
I remember an example with my boys.  When kids get around 10 to 12 years old you begin to have 
problems with them cussing.  And they would come home with a few cuss words, and I remember sitting 
them on the couch in the living room and asking them, “Have you thought about why you do that?”   
 
Now the words “damn” and “hell” are not terrible words.  We say, “For heavens sake.”  And we say, 
“Heavens yes!”  What do you get all bent out of shape for when somebody says, “Hell no!”  Or, “Hell 
yes!”  Did you ever notice that?  Do you know why that is?  It is not the word.  It is what the person is 
doing with the word.   
 
Do you know why people cuss?  People cuss because they want to put other people down below them.  
Do you know who curses and blesses people?  The only person who can (and has the authority to) is 
somebody bigger than you are.  Nobody in the world can bless you unless they are bigger than you are.  
God Almighty can bless and God Almighty can curse.  And people want to take the position of the higher 
authority.  And if I am cursing you and I am putting you down, I am putting you below me, and I am 
putting myself above you.   
 
People cuss because they have a sin problem.  They got a big old “I” problem.  They are stuck on 
themselves, and they are a bunch of dirty rotten proud rascals.   
 
Wait until you give a lecture like that to your children.  And it is not so much that it will stop them – the 
idea is that they understand why.  You see some poor fellow out here on the corner and he is just 
cussing like a sailor and do you know what his problem is?  I just told you.   
 
So I said, “Son, how do you want to be?  Do you want to be somebody who just slaps people around and 
abuses them just to make yourself look bigger?  (You did not really lift yourself up, you just tried to bring 
everybody else lower than you.)  Or would you rather be someone who reaches out and helps people?  
Now which one do you want to be son?”  And that is how you talk to your children. 
 
Do you know why the old man works on that basis of the law principle?  I just explained it to you.  He 
does it because he wants to curse.  He wants to lift himself up.  That is the performance system, and 
that is the only reason for it.  That is what the old man wants to do.   
 
And when you mix law and grace, people, you are trying to earn acceptance.  That fearful anxiety, and 
all those things that are a part of the law, is not grace.  When you find yourself trying to earn God’s 
acceptance, and when you find yourself all torn up inside with fearful anxiety about God Almighty’s 
acceptance and his attitude about you, recognize that you are operating under the law principle.  When 
you find yourself looking around and considering yourself under the punishment of God, that is all a part 
of the law.  That is not working under grace.  Turn to Romans 6:14-15 
 
Galatians 5:18 – “But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.”  If you walk in the Spirit, he 
won’t put you under the law, but he will put you under grace.   
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Galations 5:19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are 
these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,  

Galations 5:20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
strife, seditions, heresies,  

Galations 5:21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such 
like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, 
that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.  

Do you see that?  When you walk in the flesh, the works of the flesh will cost you positions of rank and 
authority in the inheritance that is ours as members of the body of Christ through Him.  You can walk in 
the flesh, and you can build your ministry on the flesh and the things of the flesh, and the systems of the 

evaluating system of the flesh, and you will come up short at the judgment seat of Christ.   
 
You can build your relationship with the weaker brother, (Romans 14), on the flesh, and tantalize him, 
and please him to get money, and to get his support, and to get his activity, and build buildings, and 
ministries, and monuments, and movements off of him.  But if you don't build sound doctrine in his soul 
that makes him become independent of you, and operate independently of the necessity of you, preach 
yourself out of a job so to speak, then you are building on the flesh. 

 
That brother should be able to go out and reproduce your ministry in him into other men, who produce it 
in others.  If you do produce a successful ministry in that man, it might not look like it is much down 
here.  Up there it will be good, and there will be some reward.  But if you don't, and you do what 
happened in Galatians 6:12-13, do you know what you are going to have out there?  Zilch.  You are 
going to be one of the “every name that is named,” (Ephesians 1:21).  You are not going to be a 
principality, power, might, dominion, and throne.  You will be down yonder, and that will be what your 

capacity is going to be.   
 

It is important that you understand that it pays to serve the Lord Jesus Christ.  Somebody said:  “Wait a 
minute, that is not grace if you are looking for rewards at the judgment seat—if you are just serving 
Christ for rewards.”  Go back to Romans 14.  “That is not grace, that is crass.”  “That is not grace, that is 
trying to get something.”  That is nuts, do you know that?  “He can't be rewarding your service when He 
says He is, because it defies grace.”  That is just a bunch of baloney.  People don't understand grace.   
 
Look here, God Almighty saved you.  Did you do anything to get saved?  No, you didn't.  God Almighty 
saved you by His grace, freely, on the basis of all that He did for you through the cross.  God saved you 
by grace, salvation is a free gift.  Then you go out here, and you want to serve Him, and you say:  “Lord, 
in me, I can't.”  “In me dwells no good thing.”   
 

“It is not me, but it is the grace of God,” Paul says, “that labored abundantly in me,” and Paul gets to the 
end of his life, and looks back, and says:  “All that work out there wasn't me, but God doing it in me.  
That is God working in me, both to will and to do His own good pleasure.  That is God's grace that made 
it possible.  If it were left up to me, I would have never done it.”   
 

So you get to the judgment seat of Christ, and you say:  “Lord, you saved me by your grace.  I served 
you on the basis of grace, and now you are going to reward me?  I don't deserve it.” 
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He says:  “That’s right.  That is grace.”  Sure you don't deserve it.  The nature of grace is to give you 
what you don't deserve.  If you don't see that yet, you need to go back to Romans 1, and start again.  
Isn't grace wonderful?  On the basis of Him showing the exceeding riches of His grace and His kindness, 
the exceeding riches of His grace and His kindness toward us through Jesus Christ in the ages to come, 
he says, deal with this weaker brother with that in view. 
 
By the way, 2 Timothy 2:12 says, if we suffer with Him, we shall also reign with Him.  Write down by that 
verse, 2 Timothy 4:7-8, Romans 8:18, and 2 Corinthians 4:17.  You will see that our sufferings as soldiers 
will be rewarded, our conduct as sons will be reviewed, and our service as servants is going to be 
inspected.  You have three classes of metaphors describing your activity here, and the reward that you 
get out there, and it is all based on grace.  2 Timothy 2:12, 2 Timothy 4:7-8, Romans 8:18, 2 Corinthians 
4:17. 
 
Now, whom is he talking to in that passage?  He is talking to saved people, and he says, “Don’t walk in 
the flesh, but walk in the Spirit”.  And then he lists what the flesh (the old sin nature) does.  He says, “If 
that is what you do, you are not going to inherit the kingdom of God.”   
 
Now, what in the world does that mean?  Does that mean you are not going to get saved?  You know it 
doesn't mean that because you are already saved.  In order for a saved man to quit being saved, what 
was he saved from to start with?  What is the first thing you get saved from?  You get saved from the 
penalty of sin (hell, death).  If you got saved and then you went to hell anyway, did you really get saved?  
No you just had an illusion; you just thought you were saved.  You are either saved from hell (you can’t 
go to hell), or you didn’t get saved to start with.  You just thought you did. 
 
He is saying that the works of the flesh, in a believer, will keep the believer from inheriting the kingdom 
of God.  The believer has an inheritance that he can miss out on by walking in the works of the flesh.  
The works of the flesh will not gain an inheritance and will not allow the believer to have one.   
 
Turn to Colossians 3 and let’s talk about the inheritance for a little while.  Colossians 3: 

Galations 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,  

You stand those things up and the law can not compare to those things.  The law can not produce those 
things.  They are the fruit of the Spirit.  They are your life being made fruitful unto every good work.  
What does grace do?  It produces those things.   
 

I want to try to emphasize to you the fact that there is only one possibility that you are ever going to 
have (in your ministry) of helping people progress out of sin.  And some of you brethren are already in 
the ministry, and some of the people that you are responsible for spiritually have problems.  They have 
marriage problems, and children problems, and family problems, and personal problems.  And all of the 
sudden you want to know what to do.  How do I go about helping?  
 
In the next three lessons I am going to try to show you (from the word of God) exactly what is going on 

when you meet believers who are in reversionism – who reverted back to a lifestyle as if they were not 
saved.  I will show you what they are up against, and what you have to do.  In my opinion this is some 
of the most helpful information (doctrinally) that you can ever obtain.   
 
But you have to understand the whole principle that we are dealing with is the application of grace.  And 
you are not going to help these people a bit by putting them under the law, or a performance system 
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that meets and matches your expectations.  You want to have the life of Christ formed in them.  You 
want to have his attitude (his grace program) living in them.  Notice Titus 2:11-13 

 

Galations 5:23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.  

Galations 5:24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with 
the affections and lusts.  

Galatians 5:24 – “And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.”  Do 
you see that?  That old man has been killed; he’s been put off.  

 

Galations 5:25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.  

Verse 25 says, “If we live in the Spirit, (if you are saved), then let’s walk like it.”  If you are alive in the 
Spirit, let’s walk in the Spirit and not in the flesh.  Let’s walk according to what the Spirit of God is doing, 
not according to what the old man, (the old flesh), wants to do.  That is what Christ has taught us.   
 
Jesus Christ has dealt with the old man.  He has dealt with our old sin nature, and he dealt with it at 
Calvary.  You see, he didn’t just die to pay for our sins.  He did that, but he also dealt with who we are.  
We sin because we are sinners.  We don’t just need somebody to pay for all the wrong things we do, but 
we need somebody to change us in our very nature.  And that is what the Lord Jesus Christ has done.  
He killed that old man.  Now, you say, “That old man is not dead.”  That is right, and it is because you 
are still walking around, and he is going to live until death or the rapture.   
 
I had a guy down South tell me that the only answer to the flesh is a 38.  And he is right.  That is the 
only way you are going to get rid of him.  Can you be influenced by a dead man?  Why you know good 
and well that you can.  A dead man can influence you.  Well, you can be influenced by your old man; but 
God said he is dead, and you walk on the basis of what God says.  You make your experience match 
what God teaches you.   
 
The Christian walk is not our struggling, and our striving, and our efforts.  We don’t try to kill, (shoot), 
the old man, but we just abandon him and turn our back on him.  We put him off.  Colossians 3:8 

 

Galations 5:26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one 
another, envying one another.  

 

Galations: 6 

Bear One Another's Burdens 
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Galations 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering 
thyself, lest thou also be tempted.  

When you realize who you are, it never is easy.  A lot of guys get all puffed up and tell everybody how to 
run their life, and try to be a policeman to the world.  When you can do that without any heart for them 
and sense of your own sin, there is something wrong with you.  Every time you point your finger at 
somebody, your other fingers are pointing back at you.  But you know folks, you have a responsibility in 
the ministry to do it anyway.  You and I as brothers and sisters in Christ have a responsibility to minister 
to one another, but that sense of who we ourselves are ought to keep us from condemning that other 
guy.  Romans 2:1 
 
It is not just going in there, but there is an attitude of But by the grace of God that might be me so let 
me help this person out.  That is real true Christian comradeship, as Mr. Stam calls it.   

 

Galations 6:2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ.  

“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, [you that are properly oriented to how 
God’s Spirit motivates and empowers people today] restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; 

considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.  Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.”  What are you to do if somebody is overtaken in a fault?  You deal with them on the basis of 
grace.   
 
You have a brother with a fault.  Now what should my proper reaction be to him?  It is to go and seek to 
restore him.  You go to him and emphasize the negative consequences of sin.  That is what Paul does in 
Galatians 6:7-8.  And then emphasize the positive consequences of obedience.  Paul also does that in 

verse 8.   
 
You should suggest the biblical and scriptural alternatives – Put off the old man and put on the new.  It is 
warning.  Now that warning is important.  Carefrontation means that you sit down with the issue in your 
life (and the life of others) and you confront the real issues.  You are free to do it on the basis of grace.   
 
Grace takes away the law, and it takes away the wrath, and it takes away the anger, and it takes away 

the rejection, and it gives you the ability to get rid of that, which is unworthy.  And you walk worthy and 
grow toward that ultimate sanctification.  It motivates you to do it because of who you are and not 
because of the fear of rejection.  It is an appreciation for who you are in Christ.   
 
When we study Genesis you are going to find out what happened with Adam and Eve.  Satan came along 
and he says, “You go do these things and God knows you are going to be like gods.”  Do you know what 
happened to Adam and Eve?  She failed to appreciate and be thankful to God for what God had made 

her, and for the freedom that she had.  Adam and Eve were made in the image of Almighty God.  Why 
would someone who was made in the image and the likeness of Almighty God want to go be like 
someone else?  Eve was not thankful for what God had made her and consequently she wanted 
something else.  She began to covet other things.  
 
Well reversionism is just going back and on the old sin nature basis – acting like the old man.  It is 
reverting back. 
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Galations 6:3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is 
nothing, he deceiveth himself.  

Galations 6:4 But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he 
have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.  

Galations 6:5 For every man shall bear his own burden.  

Galations 6:6 Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him 
that teacheth in all good things.  

In the passage, he is talking about communicating financial remuneration as in Philippians 4. 
 
Who do you communicate to?  “Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth”.  
Then where should you give your money?  You should give your money to the guy that is teaching you.  
If someone is not teaching you anything, do not give him anything.  You should give your funds to the 
place where you are getting taught, and getting fed.  Give it to the place that is getting the word out to 
other people.  Do not just keep it all to yourself, but support somebody that is getting it out to other 
people.   
 
But be sure that the people you are supporting are laboring in the word and doctrine.  Just because a 
man says he is a pastor, or a missionary, does not mean a thing.  There are all kinds of pastors and 
missionaries in the world.  You need to know who you are supporting, and what they are doing.  You 
must know that they meet the qualifications.  1 Corinthians 9:11 

 

Galations 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap.  

If you sow to the flesh, you will reap corruption.  But, you have absolute total forgiveness, and you can 
live as a forgiven person, and there are not any short account systems today.  That short account system 
was part of the law.  Israel had a short account system in her program when she was under the law.  
There was always another sacrifice, and another year, and another Yom Kippur, (day of atonement), 
always another sacrifice to be made.  Hebrews 10:1-2 
 
We do good works because of the long-term, positive benefits of the good works.  I sit down here and I 
look at it and I say, “If I sow to the flesh, I am going to reap corruption (Galatians 6:7-9).   
 
If I sow to the Spirit, I am going to get everything out of life there is for me to get out of life.  I am going 
to get the benefits of eternal life.”  He says, “You don’t have to worry about it, God isn’t mocked.  
Whatever you sow, you are going to reap.”  So, isn’t there a good motivation to do good works on the 
basis of the long-term positive benefits from it?  If I know that if I sow to the Spirit there will be a crop 
out there waiting for me, can’t I get through a lot of things?  And I can get through a lot of things 
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because it’s the law of the harvest that I am going to get a positive thing out there.  It is a good 
motivation to do good works.  Ephesians 2:7 

 

Galations 6:8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 
everlasting.  

Now, that is truth for you, brother, as a believer, experientially.   
 
Now, that reaping (life everlasting) has to do with that end but it has also to do with us in the meantime.   
 
I was telling someone earlier tonight that that eternal life you have out yonder started back when you 
first trusted Christ.  Someone says, “I don’t like that pie-in-the-sky, by-and-by religion.”   If your religion 
won’t take care of eternity and doesn’t tell you where you are going to go when you die, it isn’t worth a 

dead horse.  It isn’t worth having.  I wouldn’t have a religion that wouldn’t tell me where I was going 
when I die.  It better have some pie-in-the-sky, by-and-by.  It better have a hope to it.  (1 Corinthians 
15:19) 
 
Paul is talking about believers here, brethren.  I heard a pastor about a year ago trying to explain that 
passage as being written to lost people.  If you walk in the flesh, [sow to the flesh] you will get 
corruption.   

 

 

Galations 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season 
we shall reap, if we faint not.  

He is talking to saved people there.  He is not talking to lost people.  He is saying that, in the life of a 
believer, if you sow to the flesh, you will reap corruption.  If you sow to the flesh, your life will just 
disintegrate on the vine.  If you sow to the Spirit, you will lay hold on everlasting life, and you will reap 
the benefits of all that God has for you in Christ.  But, if you sow to the flesh, your life is going to fall 
apart; and you will have absolute total misery – corruption and destruction of everything that you try to 
build.  And he said, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked.” 
 
That is the principle of sowing and reaping.  It just depends on which way you go.  So, he says, “And let 
us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.”  Let us sow to the Spirit, 
and let’s not get tired and quit. 

 

Galations 6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto 
all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.  

He says we are to do good to all men, especially to those of the household of faith; and it is talking about 
that generosity of heart.  He is not talking about the fact that you have to feed everybody that comes 
along.  That isn't the issue.  The issue is that generous, open-hearted concern for one another.  You go 
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through that passage, and the details of your life will find some answers.  What he is doing is, he is 
practically applying that new way of thinking.   

 

Final Warning and Benediction 

Galations 6:11 Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with 
mine own hand.  

Galations 6:12 As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they 
constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer 
persecution for the cross of Christ.  

We are talking about the boast.  It's gone.  There isn't any boast in the gospel.  Human wisdom won't get 
it.  It isn't your idea.  Get in that Book, and find out what God is doing, and go do it.  The work of the 
ministry is just taking that Book, that gospel, that truth out of that Book that God gave you for today, 
and getting it out to people.  It isn't all of this other stuff out there.  It isn't making a living.  If you have 
to nail nails or paint buildings to preach, then pay your bills, so you can preach.  Paul made tents.  Are 
you any better than him?  I've painted houses for a living for many years.  Are you any better than I am.  
That isn't the issue.  The work of the ministry is that Book.  Preach the Word. 2 Timothy 2:2  
 
Notice what they want.  They desire to make a fair show in the flesh.  If they quit the circumcision, they 
have persecution.  A brother said that nobody talks much about circumcision today.  Do you know what 
they talk about today?  Count your baptisms today.  Go to a meeting with the preachers.  Do you know 
what they say?  “How many are you baptizing?”  That's the first question they ask.  If you quit baptizing, 
do you know what you do?  You suffer persecution.  Do you know what happens?  They won't let you 
into the meetings.  Do you know how I know?  I have personal experience in the subject.  Do you know 
why that guy is doing that?  He's got a brag sheet.  That's what the verse says.  They are not worrying 
about you.  They are not worrying about that man.  Do you know what they have?  They've got a brag 
sheet.  Listen.  All of that external works of the flesh is one of the great snares in the work of the 
ministry.  It's the problem at Galatia.   
 
They desire to have you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh.  They glory in their shame.  Do 
you know what Jesus said in Luke 16:15?  Here is a verse that you ought to memorize.  Luke 16:15 
 
“As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, [They just want to have an impressive show.] they 
constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.”  They 
put you under a works program, and they give you a physical operation to perform, lest they suffer the 
offense of the cross, which is grace.   
 
Do you know what they are doing?  They are making a big show in the flesh so they can avoid the 
problems that are caused by not making a show in the flesh.  They have the enthusiastic crowds to avoid 

the problem of not having anybody show up.  They build big beautiful buildings to avoid the problems of 
people looking around and saying, “Well, what is your ministry amounting to anyway?”  Well you will see 
some of that.   

 

tw://bible.*/?id=55.2.2|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.16.15|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=42.16.15|_AUTODETECT_|


Galations 6:13 For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep 
the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your 
flesh.  

"For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law."  You see, it isn't an issue of the guy 
desiring to keep the law and doing what God wants.  "But desire to have you circumcised, that they may 
glory in your flesh."  Do you know what religion is?  It is designed for the satisfaction of the lust of your 
flesh.  It gives you something good to do, so you can feel good about doing it and make everybody else 
happy.   
 
There Paul shows us people walking in the flesh as they try to impress God with their good works and 
their law-keeping.  I’m trying to help you understand that in Romans 7, when Paul is talking about 
walking in the flesh, he is talking about using the law as a principle to try to please God. (Galatians 5:18) 
 
They desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, why?  That they might gain, see? 
 
Galatians 6:13 says: “For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have 
you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh”.  That is all it is.  It is just the fulfillment of the lust of 
the flesh and it is not going to sanctify you, or help your spiritual life.  That person who is trying to get 
you circumcised, and trying to get you to keep all those things, he doesn’t keep them.  He doesn’t do it.  
It is just show.   
 
Do you know what it is?  It’s a perversion of the gospel of grace.  Do you know what the Galatians were 
doing?  They got all enamored in the big show.  Look at Galatians 4:16-18 
 
They don’t keep the law.  They don’t do it but they want you to do it to keep you under their subjection.    
 
They desire you to be circumcised ‒ to keep the law?  No, “that they may glory in your flesh.”  That’s 
that group back there in Matthew 23:1-7.  They just want to be seen of men. 
 
The people falsely assume that gain (monetary social gain, promoters) is godliness.  These are the 
people in Galatians 6:12,13 that want to make a “fair shew in the flesh.”   
 
He continues, “they constrain you to be circumcised.”  They don’t keep the law.  The issue with them is 
not doing what God wants done.  The issue is just making a “fair shew in the flesh.”  The issue is gain 
and having some profit from it.  They do not understand how God operates today.  So they think you can 
have a fleshly show, and that demonstrates God’s operation.   
 
Now do you see the subtil difference there?  God manifested himself in the flesh, but not through a 
fleshly show.  And they do not have the perception to see the difference.  They do not understand how 
he operates.  They just think if they can get a big hoopla going that it is God doing it.  They do not 
understand how he works through the Spirit in the inner man with the doctrine.  Continuing in 1 Timothy 
6:5: 
 
Religion is just an attempt to cover up sin.   
 
Paul says, “But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,” (verse 14).  He 
says, “I am not going to be involved in all that religion, just covering up.  I am going to glory in the cross 
work.  I am going to glory in God’s grace to me “by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world.” 
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Now folks, you are going to find affliction in the gospel – people trying to make an impressive show in 
the flesh and all kinds of other things.  And they are going to look down their nose and intimidate you.  
 
I talked to a man recently, in the grace movement, and he was talking to me about starting some 
churches.  And he said, “Well, the way you are going about it will not work.  You cannot do it that way.”  
And he was telling me how he (and some other people) did it.  They went and got a couple of folks with 
a lot of money.  And they already made arrangements about getting them a little preacher to come in, 
and they already had his salary paid, and his insurance, and his pension plan.  They got all that stuff and 
they already had a place for them to meet.  And it is a big show, but I know the preacher they are 
getting.  And do you know what that preacher can do?  He cannot preach at all.  He does not believe 
anything about the bible.  I know that man.  And I am not being unkind.  That man does not give two 
cents about the grace message, but they have “a little preacher.”   
 
And I was talking to him about some of the things we are going to do.  I said, “You know I started a 
church with four people.  I just went in a town and got a job and started preaching and teaching.  We 
met in an old rented room in a school.  I used to tell them that I preached the paint off the walls, 
because there was paint falling off the walls in that room. 
 
He said, “You cannot get anybody to come that way.”   
 
I said, “Okay, but we did!  We won some people to Christ, got them in, got them in the bible, and finally 
rented another place.  We rented a place for years.   
 
He said, “Yeah, but you cannot get established if you have to rent!” 
 
I said, “Well, we did.  We didn’t have any money.  We didn’t have any means.  We didn’t have any other 
way of doing it.”  So we just plugged along.  First it was 2, then it was 4, then it was 8, then it was 15, 
then it was 20, then, 4 years later it was 25.   
And you say, “Oh, isn’t that terrible?”   
 
Then at 5 years there was 30, and 6 years there was 40, and 7 years there was 50, and 8 years there is 
60. 
 
And you say, “That is not very many.  Is that all you have to show for 8 years?” 
 
Well if you just want to count heads, yes.  But I would take most of the 60 and put them up against any 
preacher in that town, and watch them walk circles around the man as far as the doctrine, as far as the 
real evaluation of what the real ministry was about. 
If I had an unsaved loved one, I would rather have any of those 60 people get in touch with them than 
most of the preachers I know about.  It is being able to evaluate what the real work of the ministry is 
about.   
 
Now I would like to see us (people in this class) start some churches that have thousands of people in 
them.  I would think in a town like Chicago it would be a shame, all these lost people out here and not to 
reach out.  (I was talking about in a county down there that didn’t have 30,000 people in it.)  But, there 
are 30,000 people every square mile here.  So every square mile we should have a church with about 60 
to 100 people in it, right?  I am for that.  I think there ought to be about 2,000 grace churches here in 
Chicago.  And that would not be nearly enough – 7 million people!  There are 30 grace churches in 
Alabama and there are only 4½ million people down there.  How many should you have in Chicago?  You 
should have about 2,000, right?  All we need are preachers, right?   
 



Do you see what I am saying to you?  There are going to be periods in your life, gentlemen, of ups and 
downs.  Spiritual highs and then spiritual lows are going to come.  It is true of you individually.  It is true 
of a local church.  It is true of a nation.  It is true of movements.   
 
There is a little diagram that I want you to get here about the cycle in which movements progress.  They 
start out with a man, and the man learns a message from the word of God.  And as he, a man called by 
God, learns the message out of the word of God, he begins to preach it and teach it.  And, as he does 
that, he begins to get a group of people that understand it.  And the man with the message becomes a 
movement.  And that movement begins to be a group of people.  Maybe it is a local church gathering 
together and then other people go out from there and they get other things.  And they get more, and 
there begins to be group of people gathering together to begin to preach this truth that this God-called 
man with this God-given message sees.  And they begin to see it, and they begin to move with the thing.  
And when you get this movement, you get this activity.   
 
We talk about the “Grace Movement” and that is exactly what happened.  There was a group of men, the 
most prominent known one would be J.C. O’Hare, back 50 years ago.  He was a man with a message, 
and these men that saw this message went out and paid the price to communicate that message to 
others and developed a group of people following it. 
 
Now as long as you get to the movement, you are safe.  But the next step after the movement is a 
machine.  In order to make the movement work more smoothly, you have to develop organization, which 
it needs to function.  And that is machinery.   
 
Now that machinery is not necessarily bad.  God Almighty has ordained one type of machinery to 
organize the movement.  What is it?  It is the local church.  In a local church you must have organization.  
You must have machinery, or else the people’s activity is going to bump into each other, and it is going 
to collide.  You have to decide certain things.  When are we going to meet?  Are we going to meet on 
Sunday morning at 9 30 and will we have Sunday School (Bible Class) for everybody.  And someone will 
teach this class and someone will teach that class.  And you are going to go to this class, and you are 
going to that class.  And you are going to set up the seats, and you are going to open the building, and 
you are going to pay the light bill.  And you have to get all that done, or you cannot have a meeting.  
There are a whole lot of things that have to be organized.  So you must have machinery (an 
organization) and delegated responsibility to get those things done.   
 
But, the problem develops when you get a movement that is a bunch of Christians in a lot of different 
places, and you get that extended fellowship.  Then what happens?  Well what kind of machinery do you 
have then?  Well the bible does not authorize any machinery then.  So, what you have is a loosely knit 
fellowship, but pretty soon you get all these different churches and preachers and all.  And somebody 
says, “Let’s get together.”  And you develop a machine.  And pretty soon that fellowship out there with 
that message, and this movement, begins to develop a hierarchy and machinery.  And now there are 
some preachers that are more important than others, and some churches that are more important than 
others.  And then there is this organization and that becomes all-important, and you begin to develop a 
machine.  And when that machinery begins to go, pretty soon you are building a monument. 
 
Now this is where you have problems in a local church.  And it is where you have definite problems in a 
denominational and fellowship kind of structure of local churches, because in a local church the 
mechanism can become the issue.  My daddy started that local church!  My daddy built that building!  We 
put that sign up in front of the building as a memorial to my mama!  I dare you to tear it down!   
 
See, now you have a monument to the memory of the machine, and the message, and the movement 
begins to take back seat.  This is especially true when you get outside the context of local churches into 
broad fellowships.  They develop institutions to house and to carry the movement forward, and pretty 
soon the message begins to be cut and begins to be lost.  The movement begins to be perpetuated for 



the purpose of carrying on the machine.  And now the machine, the institution, the school, the whatever, 
is a monument.  Are you a member of our group?  Do you support our school?  Do you support our 
institution?   
 
When you do that, you have a morgue.  Do you know what a morgue is?  That is a place where dead 
people stay and live people only visit.   
 
And when you do that, then the only salvation is to go back to the movement.   
 
Now you are going to experience this kind of a cycle in your own life, and especially in the life of a local 
church, and not just in the life of local churches, but in the lives of groups (movements).  The grace 
movement has gone through this cycle.  The grace movement started with men with a message, and 
they had a real genuine movement.  And they developed a mechanism in which to house that movement 
and to help it function more properly.  But that mechanism that they developed began to develop 
machinery that was something that people wanted to worship.  And they began to hold the machinery 
more important than the message.  And when the machinery is held more important than the message, 
you have a monument.  You are worshipping an institution.  You are worshipping things, and that is just 
a big Ecclesiastical Morgue.   
 
So you have gone around the cycle, and the grace movement, and its organized denominational side, is 
just dead orthodox.  I do not mean they are not orthodox, and I do not mean that they do not believe 
the message.  They are just dead orthodox.  You should not call Evangelicals “New Evangelicals” you 
should call them “Dead Evangelicals.”  They have all kinds of activity, but the purpose is gone.   
 
Now, you and I are men with a message.  And in the next 30 years we can see the thing go right around 
the cycle and develop into a movement.  But you better be careful that it never gets to the machine.  And 
it does not have to.  But you are going to see cycles like that in your ministry, and you need to have the 
spiritual perception to know where you are at in that cycle.  If you get to the machine, you better get 
back over to the movement.  And if the thing will not go back, if it will not reverse itself and go back, 
(And it can be reversed.) you say, “Bye Charlie!”  And you go back with the message and begin to work 
again. 
 
But, who has all the activity and all the organization?  They have it, and you walked away and you left it.  
And you go back to the message, and you get the movement going again.   
 
So if your evaluation system is evaluating things on the basis of Where is the activity, and the benefits, 
and the shelter from the cold, and the heat of the day, and the difficulties along the way?  Well, you will 
find that in the machinery, and that is the wrong place to be.  2 Timothy 3:8. 

 

Galations 6:14 But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I 
unto the world.  

The cross, (the doctrine of Romans), is the focus in Galatians; and the Galatians had quit adhering to that 
doctrine.  That was the mistake they made in Galatians 3:3. 
 
When you come to know the Lord Jesus Christ, you realize what God is doing through the cross work of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  “The world is crucified unto me” said Paul.  That is your position in Christ.  You are 
dead to that stuff.  “and I unto the world.”  That’s your experience.  You see, it completely readjusts your 
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whole life.  Paul said, “That’s why we glory.”  “If any man glory, let him glory in the Lord.”  Let no man 
glory in his flesh. 
 
Do you know why we try to talk about the Lord Jesus Christ all the time around here, not about what 
somebody else is doing or what’s happening about things and organizations and that kind of stuff?  Folks, 
what counts is what the Lord is doing.  The thing that counts in you and in me is what the Lord is doing 
in us.   
 
What we focus on is His word and on His life as it operates through us.  We enjoy seeing it live in each 
other and we enjoy seeing it operate in one another.  We enjoy the testimony of a living demonstration 
of it.  That’s what we want it to be.  As soon as it gets to be that old, cold, dead stuff …  Listen.  You 
take warning, will you? 
 
We don’t have time to get down through those woes tonight because the time is gone.  
 
You take warning, will you?  If the Pharisees could slip into traditionalism, don’t think you couldn’t.  
 
Do something for me for homework for next time.  Start in Verse 13 and read down through the rest of 
the chapter and you will see that there are eight woes.   
 
What is the attitude we have today about the cross?  It’s our glory!  It’s not a shame to us.  It’s our 
boast.  1 Corinthians 1:18 

 

Galations 6:15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.  

All that other business doesn't count for anything.  Romans 3:27. 
 
The religious status doesn't make any difference, but it did before whether you were in Christ or not.  It 
made a difference in Time Past, but it doesn't now.  Therefore I know the book of Galatians fits in the 
But Now section.  The dispensational distinctions are gone.  The doctrinal distinctions are gone.  Romans 
10:12 

 

Galations 6:16 And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on 
them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.  

Galations 6:17 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my 
body the marks of the Lord Jesus.  

Galations 6:18 Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 
spirit. Amen.  
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Galations:  

Chapter:1 (58 ad) 

Greeting 

No Other Gospel 

Paul Called by God 

Chapter:2 

Paul Accepted by the Apostles 

Paul Opposes Peter 

Justified by Faith 

Chapter:3 

By Faith, or by Works of the Law? 

The Righteous Shall Live by Faith 

The Law and the Promise 

Chapter:4 

Sons and Heirs 

Paul's Concern for the Galatians 

Example of Hagar and Sarah 

Chapter:5 

Christ Has Set Us Free 

Keep in Step with the Spirit 

Chapter:6 

Bear One Another's Burdens 

Final Warning and Benediction 
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