
49 The Book of Ephesians 

Our Church is a body (their church is a nation) 

Eph 1-3 Doctrine of the cross (the wealth that we have in Christ), (our position)( your calling) 

(Standing) 

Eph 4-6 Walk of the believer (our practice on the earth) (Your Duty, conduct) (state) 

Three divisions: Wealth in Christ, Walk in Christ, Warfare 6:9-624 (conflict) 

  

Ephesians is built upon the truth of Romans.  When Paul wrote Ephesians, he assumed that the 
Ephesians already knew what was in the book of Romans.  The book of Romans is the foundation leading 
to Ephesians, yet there is a unit.  You can’t divide them apart.  They are one.   

 
EPHESIANS 

 
Ephesians deals with the Church over which Christ is the Head.  Here you have the Body of Christ in the 
Dispensation of Grace.  I want you to notice that Ephesians assumes that you already know the doctrine 
in Romans.  Paul reveals to us the mystery that was revealed to him.   
 

Ephesians 3:6  That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and 
partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: 

 
You can look over the book of Ephesians, and you will never find the gospel explained.  That is what 
happens to the Acts 28 brethren.  They say it is just Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians that are for 
us; most of them will even take out Philippians.  The Acts 28 people say that only the Prison Epistles, and 
sometimes just two of them, (Ephesians and Colossians), are for us.  And if they are, they have a 
problem; because the gospel is explained in Romans, Corinthians, and Galatians; but it is not explained in 
Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians. 

 
When you believe the gospel in Romans, what happens to you?  You become a member of the agency, 
the church, which is explained in Ephesians.  The book of Ephesians explains that agency to you.  It 
makes known to us, (chapter one verses 9 to 11), the mystery of the Father’s will, the eternal purpose 
that God had in Christ.  
 
The eternal purpose of God in all of its fullness has been revealed in the book of Ephesians; you see 
there the church over which Christ is the Head.  Ephesians is advanced truth.  Romans, Corinthians, and 
Galatians are basic truth, foundational truth.  Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians are building the 
super structure for the edification—the edifice of doctrine that you can store in your soul, and builds you 
up.  The information in Ephesians is about the agency of the Body of Christ, the agency of which we are 
a part today.  God once had an agency called the nation Israel.  Now He has an agency called the 
church, the Body of Christ. 
 
The foundation of Israel’s program was the covenants and the promises that God gave to Abraham. The 
foundation for us is the Grace of God available to us, as Romans explains it in the crosswork of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  The agency that is built on the foundation in the book of Romans is explained to you in 
Ephesians.  In chapters one to three of Ephesians you get the doctrine, the calling.  You have the wealth 
that is ours in Christ.  Then in chapters four to six, you have the walk.  The doctrine produces impact in 
the local church in the members of the Body.  You have your calling, then your conduct. So the book of 
Ephesians is a balance between the two. 
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We are beginning the book of Ephesians.  There are 6 chapters, 155 verses, and 3039 words in the book 
of Ephesians.  It is not a very big book, as far as verses and words, and yet there is a tremendous 
amount of information.   
 
The word “Ephesians” means “desirable ones”.   
 
It is important to recognize where you have come from, when you come to the book of Ephesians.  We 
have studied the issue about how the Pauline Epistles lay themselves out on a comparison chart with 2 
Timothy 3:16.  We studied that Romans is a book of doctrine, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians and Galatians 
are books of reproof and correction in relation to the doctrine in the book of Romans.  Then you have the 
book of Ephesians, which is the next great book of doctrine.  Then you have Philippians and Colossians, 
which reflect the reproof and correction in regard to the doctrine taught in the book of Ephesians.   
The doctrine in Romans focuses on the crosswork of Christ, while the doctrine in Ephesians focuses on 
the church, the body of Christ.   
 
Then after Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians, you have 1 Thessalonians and 2 Thessalonians, which 
are two epistles that focus on the doctrine of the coming of Christ – the revelation of the rapture.  There 
are no more church epistles after that, because after the coming of Christ reproof and correction are not 
necessary.   
 
So, the next epistles are the Personal Epistles – we call them the Pastoral Epistles, (Timothy, Titus, and 
Philemon), which focus on the congregation, the gathering of the church together in local assemblies of 
believers, and how they should organize and function and those kinds of things.   
 
Now, when you come to Ephesians, you have gone the first step.  We laid the foundation of the 
establishment truth back there in the book of Romans.  We laid the foundation of “my gospel”, and we 
now come to “the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery”.  Ephesians 
focuses on the mystery program.  It especially focuses on the issue of the church, body of Christ.  
Somebody said that the book of Ephesians talks about the body of which Christ is the head.  Colossians 
talks about the Head of the body.   
 
Well, how about the book of Philippians, in-between Ephesians and Colossians?  Well, if Ephesians 
focuses on the body of Christ, (the body of which Christ is the head), and Colossians focuses on the Head 
of the body, then Philippians focuses on the mind of Christ in the believer.   
 
Now, let me show you how that works.  In Ephesians, the issue is the body of Christ.  And again, that is 
the agency that God is forming today in order to use in the ages to come to reconcile the heavenly places 
back under the authority and the headship of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We will see those issues as we study 
Ephesians carefully. 
 
Remember where you are when you’re in Ephesians.  The church, the body of Christ, which Christ is the 
head is the issue.  It is the body in the sense that it is the agency that God is forming today, and going to 
use in the ages to come, to restore the heavenly places under his authority. 
 
Now, if you remember Romans 16:25,26, we are moving from “my gospel” to “the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, But now 
is made manifest.”  We understand that.  We understand what the mystery is in the sense of its special 
revelation to Paul.   
 
Well, now we are going to move away from just focusing on how we’ve been equipped to live on the 
planet earth as members of the body (Romans) to how he has equipped you to function down on earth.  
You have been completely, totally, justified, and the sin question has been taken out of the way.  You 
have been filled with the Spirit of God, and you have been empowered, and you have been equipped 
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with divine operating assets.  Now, you are to function in an absolute total victory program.  You are to 
live a complete, total, victorious life for his glory.  You are to live for him on this earth, as a full-grown 
adult son. 
 
Please understand that you never get to the place where you do not have to apply these things.  Think 
back two years ago and realize how far you’ve come in your understanding and the capacity that you 
have been gaining to function as a full-grown adult, knowing who you are and what God put you here to 
do.   
 
Paul says, “I have some things to show you about what God put you here to do.”  You are in this body; 
you have all these assets; you have this special purpose of God.  Paul says, “Now, God has something he 
is going to do with that that is so fantastic, and you are in such a wonderful program, and there is a 
special opposition against you today like you never dreamed of.”  He says, “I want you to know about 
that.”   
 
So, now we are going to get involved in the details of the mystery program, the agency, the body of 
Christ, and its purpose and its plans for the body of Christ.  This is advanced truth.   
 
Colossians and Ephesians are comparisons.  There are some handouts with this class that lists some of 
the passages that I just gave you and a bunch of other passages.  There is also a table of some of the 
doctrines that are comparable in the two books.  You want to be aware of those comparisons between 
Ephesians and Colossians.  There is a tremendous camaraderie between the two books.   
 
One book is not a condensation, and one book is not an expansion of the other.  They are two 
completely independent epistles.  And yet, they are not identical twins, but they are twins.  There is a 
tremendous commentary back and forth. 
 
Remember when I tried to show you how Paul said things in Romans and Galatians that were almost 
verbatim?  Well, when you study Ephesians, you are going to study Colossians almost verbatim.  When 
you study Romans, you get the understanding of how you can go to Corinthians and understand what is 
going on there.  And, the same thing is true with Philippians.  So, the great commentary on Ephesians is 
Colossians just like the great commentary on Romans is Galatians and Corinthians. 
 
I introduced the book of Ephesians in the last lesson.  I gave you some information about the writer, the 
time of the writing, and the companions to the book.  I talked a little bit about the people to whom it was 
written – the Ephesians.  I tried to show you how the book of Ephesians is like all of Paul’s other epistles 
– it is a circular epistle.  It was not meant just for the Ephesian church, but then none of Paul’s epistles 
were meant singularly for the church that they were sent to.  (When I say that, I don’t mean it the way it 
sounded.)  He wrote it to them, but then copies were made and distributed all around and collated 
together into the New Testament as we have it today.  So, that information is important for you to 
understand. 
 
The book of Ephesians outlines itself basically into two sections – chapters 1, 2, and 3, and then chapters 
4, 5, and 6.  The first three chapters follow Paul’s standard procedure.  First, there is doctrine (1-3), and 
then the second part has to do with duty (4-6).  The first part has to do with how you believe, and what 
you understand.  The second part has to do with the duty that comes naturally out of the doctrine.  
Doctrine always produces duty.  It always produces responsibility and responsiveness from the people.   
 
The first three chapters deal with our wealth, the wealth that we have in Christ.  The key verse (1:3) – 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ.”  In the first three chapters, Paul deals with how rich we are in Christ, and 
what our calling is in Christ – the calling of the church the body of Christ.   
 



Then in chapters 4-6 you have the walk of the believer – the walk of the body in particular.  You have the 
conduct of the body in these chapters – the conduct that the body should reflect.  It is our walk.  The key 
verse (4:1) – “I THEREFORE, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called.” 
 
In the first three chapters, you have “our position” in the heavenlies in Christ, and then in the last three 
chapters you have “our practice on the earth”.  In the first three chapters you see your riches in Christ, 
and in the last three chapters you see your responsibilities for Christ.   
 
In the first section, Paul prays, in 1:15 and following, that the saints might be enlightened, that they 
might understand this information.  Then right before he begins the second section (chapters 4-6), he 
prays for them to be empowered – that this information, (the doctrine), would be stored in their soul in 
such a way that it energizes and empowers them, according to grace motivation, to walk worthy. 
Now, any of those outlines are okay as long as you understand that chapters 1-3 are concerning the 
doctrine and chapters 4-6 are concerning duty.  Chapters 1-3 deal with your calling, and chapters 4-6 
deal with your conduct. 
 
Some people like to make three divisions.  They will talk about your Wealth in Christ, your Walk in Christ, 
and then your Warfare (the armour 6:9 – 6:24).  Then they would have and outline with Your Calling, 
Your Conduct, and Your Conflict.  You will see all kinds of different outlines. 
 
One of the most popular books ever written about the book of Ephesians was written by Watchman Nee.  
He has the most ingenious outline of the three-fold nature – Sit (you sit with Christ in heavenly places), 
Walk (with Christ), and then Stand.  Now, that is a good outline. 
 
But, frankly, if you will stick with the two-fold outline, you will be better off because your warfare is really 
a part of your walk.  In Ephesians 4, he starts off with your walk, 4:1 – 5:17 – “…walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith ye are called …walk not as other Gentiles walk …walk in love…walk circumspectly … 
walk as children of light.”   
 
Then he begins to talk about your witness.  Beginning in 5:18 he talks about being filled with the Spirit, 
and the social order, and the result that comes out of that.  He is talking about the witness that you 
have.  Then he talks about your warfare.  And all of that is really under the classification of your walk. 
 
You have “the calling” in chapters 1-3, and then you have “the walk” of the local church in the earth, (on 
this planet), representing or demonstrating his heavenly position.  Your conduct is to reflect your 
position.  And the issue in Ephesians, over and over again, is the local assembly.  He sees the local 
assembly as a reflection of the church the body of Christ as a whole.  But, the one body is, of course, 
paramount.   
 
One man labels his outline “Seated Together” and “Growing Together” – seated together in Christ and 
growing together in Christ.  I’ve seen another outline labeled “Exposition” and “Exhortation”. 
You’ll see all different kinds of outlines.  There is one outline I want to give you as a handout.  I think it is 
one of the most fascinating that I ever saw.  How a man ever came up with something like this, I will 
never know. 
 
But I don’t like to give out a lot of outlines, because I am afraid people will stop reading he bible and 
stop thinking for themselves and just rely on the information in the outline.  
When I was just a teenager I used to have a habit of going out every now and then on Saturday and just 
spend the day reading the word.  I would take a hammock and tie it between two trees, and I would 
spend the night.  I would hang a lamp up in the tree and spend the night out in the woods all by myself.  
I would spend an evening and a day just praying and reading my bible.  I liked to get away – just me 
and the Lord.  There is nothing tremendously sanctimonious about that, but it is a good exercise for a 
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young man.  It was especially good for me because I was working in the Mission and it was a routine – 
everyday and everyday with no days off, unless you took a day off.   
One time I went off to the edge of Mississippi to a man’s farm.  I sat in his field one morning and read 
the book of Ephesians seventeen times, one time after another.  And I remember doing that because that 
is when the book of Ephesians got hold of my heart like it never had before.  And it has never let go!   
It is a short book.  It is just 3,039 words, and 155 verses.  It is an easy book to read over and over again 
because it is short.  Romans is a little more difficult because it is longer.  You can still do that with 
Romans but maybe not as often. 
But, I read Ephesians over and over in just a few hours, and I remember the division.  When you read it 
like that, and you get it in your mind, everything is so clear – the doctrine, (what you are and who you 
are), and what you are to do about it, (how you are to live).  That really gripped me.   
I talked to you before how a book flows.  If you read it over and over, you will see that those two 
divisions we just talked about are basically it.  

 

 

Greeting 

Ephesians: 1 (64 ad) 

Ephesians 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the 
saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus:  

These people Paul is writing to are not just saints on milk, but they are the faithful in Christ Jesus.  You 
know that I Corinthians 2 said I know nothing among you save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  Why?  
Because that was all they could bear.  He had more to tell them, but he said they were not able.  In I 
Corinthians 2:6, “Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect.”  In other words, there is some 
growth to be grown into, and when you get to Ephesians you have moved from milk to meat: advanced 
doctrine.   
 
Made meticulous reproductions - There are other ways that you know they were producing accurate, 
reliable copies.  If they wanted to know whether Ephesians 1:1 has "to the saints which are at Ephesus" 
in it, do you know who they called?  ‘They'd get on the telephone’ and call the church at Ephesus and 
say, "What does your manuscript have in it, over there?"  And do you know what they’d do? They’d look 
it up and tell you what it had in it.  They’ve got the originals for the final authority. They’re making 
copies, but the originals are still available.  
 
This epistle is written, not just for saints, but for the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus.  It is written for 
saints who are established believers.  It is written for saints who have had that edification of their soul, 
that basic foundation.  They have been faithful to establish the foundation in their soul.  The foundation 
truths are there, and they are faithful in the edification of their soul.  They are ready to go on into some 
more things and to build up a super structure of understanding on that foundation.  So, Ephesians is 
advanced truth for established believers.  
 
Now, I have several things, just by way of introduction, in this lesson.  Number one, the writer of the 
book is the apostle Paul.  Ephesians 1:1 – “PAUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God.”  There 
are some names that you recognize instantaneously when you hear them, and Paul is one of those 
names.   
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Paul is our apostle (Romans 11:13).  I am not going over a long dissertation, in this lesson, about who 
Paul is; because if you don’t have that straight by now, me going over it is not going to get it for you.  In 
Romans 11:13, Paul said, “For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I 
magnify mine office.”  (If, by chance, you have not taken the preceding courses, I encourage you to go 
back and to carefully study.  You can either get Mr. Stam’s book Paul’s Apostleship and Message, or go 
back and study through some of the previous classes.  I want to mention that because there is a 
possibility that someone might be taking this class without taking the previous classes.) 
 
But you must understand that Paul is our apostle.  That means that the book of Ephesians is particularly 
and especially our mail.  Now, not only is Paul an apostle, but look at Ephesians 3:1, Ephesians 4:1, 
Ephesians 6:20. 
 
So, the book of Ephesians is called a Prison Epistle.  You need to understand that term.  Ephesians, 
Philippians, and Colossians are called Prison Epistles, because Paul was a prisoner when he wrote them.  
That helps you to understand something about the time in which the book was written.   
 
Paul became a prisoner in Acts 21.  In Acts 21 through Acts 28, he is a prisoner.  Basically, he spends 
two years as a prisoner in Caesarea, and then he is a prisoner in Romans (Acts 28) for another two 
years.  So, there is at least four years plus that he is a prisoner in the last few chapters in the book of 
Acts.  So, sometime during that period Paul wrote these books.  He probably wrote it at the very end, 
and I am going to show you why I say that.  Acts 28:29-30 
 
That is the assembly at Ephesus.  Now, the last thing I want you to notice by way of introduction is that 
there is a problem, in verse 1, in the text.  It is a textural problem.  If you have a new bible, (New 
American Standard, or New International, or any of the new bibles on the market today), that has a 
footnote by “at Ephesus” at the bottom, it will say, “In some ancient manuscripts, or in the best 
manuscripts, the words ‘at Ephesus’ do not appear.” 
 
Now, according to the note, the words “at Ephesus” do not appear in the two best manuscripts.  Guess 
what manuscripts they are talking about?  They are referring to Siniaticus and Vaticanus, (‘Aleph and B), 
just like clockwork.  To call them the best is a highly subjective, bias, bigoted, prejudice opinion.  They 
are the oldest, but brother, they are a long way from the best.  Three cursive manuscripts, (P47, 427, 
1739), left it out too.   
 
By the way, Origen left it out too.  Isn’t that interesting?  I wonder what his reason was for leaving “at 
Ephesus” out?  I don’t know if Origen did it to start with or not, but he was in favor of leaving it out. 
Anyway, there is another handout in this class that discusses reasons that demonstrate that the epistle is 
written to the church at Ephesus.  The first one is that all the known manuscripts, (both Uncial and 
Cursive), except Siniaticus and Vaticanus and these other three, have the word “at Ephesus” in them.  In 
other words, all the manuscripts that have ever been discovered, except ‘Aleph and B, have “at Ephesus” 
in them.  So, you are not talking about much evidence for leaving it out.  And without any exception, all 
the known manuscripts, (including Vaticanus and Siniaticus), had the words “at Ephesus” in them at 
some time.   
 
Now, every version, and every manuscript, has a title to the book.  Do you know what they call the book 
of Ephesians?  They call it “The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Ephesians”.  Every one of them do that.  
Isn’t that interesting?  You can read down through the things on the handout.   
 
Usually, it is taught that the words “at Ephesus” were left out because Paul intended the book to be a 
circular letter – a letter that traveled around to a lot of different churches or to all the different churches.   
Now, what is the basic problem with that?  The problem is that all of the books were intended to be 
circular letters that traveled around to all the different churches.  If you know anything about how the 
New Testament is put together and what the bible says about the epistles, you know that they all were 
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circular epistles.  So, you don’t have to leave out “at Ephesus” to make it circular.  The title and the 
destination of the church that it was written to, would do what for you when you made a copy?  It would 
help identify and discriminate it, between all the others, just like it does for you.  So, they are all circular 
epistles.  That is one of those things that just demonstrate how foolish scholarship can sometimes be.  
The circular epistle idea is based on the idea that the words should not be there to start with, which is a 
very bogus, suspect concept and basis upon which to base bible doctrine.  In a nice way, I am trying to 
say that it is nuts!   
 
People say, “Well, maybe it shouldn’t be there.”  Then all of the sudden doubt sets in, and then they 
begin to get all kinds of ideas.  Usually people point to two things.  Number one, Colossians 4:16. 
 
Now, there is another reason that is given.  They say that the book of Ephesians wasn’t written to the 
Ephesian church because Paul spent three years there; and when you read through Ephesians, he talks 
to them like he doesn’t even know them.  There is nothing real personal written to the people in 
Ephesians.  Ephesians 1:15 
 
Now, go back to Ephesians 1:1 – “PAUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which 
are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus.”  What in the world does that mean?  It doesn't mean 
a thing if you leave “at Ephesus” out.  It would read “to the saints which are, and to the faithful in Christ 
Jesus.”  Which are what or where?  It doesn't make any sense.   
 
If you are interested in Paul’s style, and being consistent every time and in every epistle, you check it.  
Romans, Corinthians, Philippians – check them all.  Every time Paul identifies the saints “which are”, he 
always tells you where they are.  Ephesians would be the only place that he didn’t do it.  It would be very 
inconsistent.  I know who is inconsistent.  It is the guy who takes it out.  That is who is inconsistent.  
 
Let’s look at Acts.  Paul establishes the church at Ephesus.  Acts 19:9-10 
 
Notice what it says in Ephesians 1:1.  It is written to the saints which are at Ephesus and to the faithful in 
Christ Jesus.  It is written to the saints and faithful.  Now that’s two things – the standing and the state. 
 
By the way, you can divide the book of Ephesians – chapters 1-3 is your standing in Christ, and chapters 
4-6 is your state in the world, on the planet.  What is your standing?  You are a saint, a saint of God.  
The word “saint” means “somebody who is set apart”.  The religious system says that somebody who 
lived a good life and then died can be canonized.  They say, “These people were saints and they did a 
few miracles”, but that does not have anything to do with it. 
 
The saints mentioned in Ephesians are living people.  A saint is someone who has been sanctified, and 
set apart.  God sets them apart and says, “These are mine, so don’t anybody mess with them.  These 
people belong to me.” 
 
Ephesians 1:1 says that they are not just saints, (saved people), but they are faithful in Christ Jesus.  
Their walk is reflecting who they are in Christ.  Now when he calls them faithful in Christ Jesus, that 
reflects the fact that they have established souls.  They have the Pauline design, (the divine design for 
the establishment of their soul), functioning in their life, and the foundation has been firmly laid in their 
soul.  They have been through the book of Romans.  They have gone through the foundation material, 
and now they are ready to build upon that foundation.   
 
The book of Ephesians assumes that you have been through the book of Romans.  Do you remember 
when we started studying Romans, and I pointed out to you that there are only two of Paul’s epistles 
where his name stands alone in the very first verse?  In every other Pauline Epistle his name is 
associated with somebody else – he is writing to that church.  Romans and Ephesians are the only two 
epistles that Paul wrote where Paul’s name stands alone in the very first verse.  They are the two 
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tremendous doctrinal epistles, one lays the foundation and the other builds the superstructure for the 
edification of the believer, for the house of doctrine that is to be in your soul.  Romans expects you to 
move on to Ephesians. 
 
Turn to 1 Corinthians 3.  Paul would never have said about the Corinthians what he said about the 
Ephesians.  He would never have said that the Corinthians were faithful.  They were saints, right?   
1 Corinthians 1:1. 
 
Ephesians 1:1 – “PAUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, 
and to the faithful in Christ Jesus.”  Now, our standing (we are saints), and our state, (our walk), are to 
match.  We are to faithfully represent who we are and what God has made us in Christ.   
 
I call your attention to the fact that the first thing that you read in Ephesians is that these people were 
faithful.  The great Epistle of grace is Ephesians.  Grace does not do away with responsibility, rather the 
standard of grace is objectivity, accountability.  You are now able to be responsible when before you 
were not.  You are now able to be objective and deal with the details of life objectively for God’s glory.  
You now can be accountable for who you are and what you do.  And, that is the wonderful position of 
grace.  Grace holds you accountable and allows you to be accountable.  Grace does not just excuse 
everything that goes on in the world.  Grace does not mean you are not responsible.  Just because God 
gives you everything on the principle of grace, it doesn’t make you irresponsible.  It allows you to be 
responsible.  That’s what grace does for you.   
 
Look at Ephesians 6 so that you understand that this is the expressed teaching of the Ephesian Epistles.  
In fact Ephesians, Colossians, and 2 Timothy, (the three Prison Epistles), deal specifically with this.  
Ephesians 6:8 
 
Ephesians 1:1 – “PAUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, 
and to the faithful in Christ Jesus.”  Notice that expression “in Christ Jesus”.  It occurs some ten times in 
the first fourteen verses of the book, and some twenty seven times all total in Ephesians.  That is a key 
expression in the book.  It is a key to everything.  Everything starts in Christ Jesus.   
Look at Ephesians 1:3. 
 
By the way, you want to notice when Paul says in Ephesians 1:1 – “… to the saints … and to the faithful 
in Christ Jesus.”  That is where both your standing and your walk find their basis. 
 

 

Ephesians 1:2 Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Now, I talked to you about the fact that the book of Ephesians was written by Paul, an apostle of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  He is an apostle by the will of God.  And if at this point, you still need me to explain to 
you and spend a lot of time talking to you about whom Paul is, then we have a little problem here; and I 
think you might be in the wrong class.  So I am not going to spend a lot of time on that. 
 
But I would like to remind you and say to you that Paul is an apostle by the will of God.  And the one 
question that the church has never asked (so they would never come up with the answer) is: Why Paul?  
They just seem to ignore that question.  So, they never get around to answering the question, which 
would liberate them from the shackles of the satanic policy of evil, against the gospel of grace today.   
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Satan’s policy of evil against the body of Christ is to destroy, to pervert, and to take grace out of the 
gospel message and out of the practical message of Christian living also.  You are saved by grace, and 
you walk by grace.  Satan wants to pervert grace so grace is not grace anymore either when you offer it 
to a saved man or when you, as a believer, try to walk on the basis of grace.  He wants to destroy your 
motivation and destroy your empowerment and so forth.  
 
So, if the church asks, and if you properly answer the question about who Paul is, then you have those 
things taken care of.   
 
Ephesians 1:2 – “Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.”  
Now, I am not going to say anything about that verse because I have talked to you repeatedly about the 
tremendous importance of that salutation.  (Go back and review your notes from Romans 1, if by chance 
you possibly don’t remember, even if you don’t want to admit it.)   
 
Notice that statement, “Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  Grace and peace are the official proclamations.  That is Paul’s opening statement in every epistle 
that he writes.  And that is Paul’s (the apostle of the Gentiles for this age) official statement of the 
attitude of God Almighty and his son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  That is the official attitude of God today 
toward the world and especially toward us.  So, there is a tremendous dispensational thing there, and 
you do not want to miss that. 

 

Spiritual Blessings in Christ 

(Father 3-7) 

Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ: (Reverse the law system = walk based on gratitude)  

ALL spiritual blessings IN Christ Jesus.  We have an absolute, perfect standing in Christ.  (Colossians 
2:10) 
 
In Ephesians 1:3, when he says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ”, that word “blessed” is the Greek word 
that we get our English word “eulogy” from.  When you go to a funeral someone gives a eulogy – they 
speak well of the dead person.  The English word is just an Anglicization of the Greek word.  It just 
means to speak well of somebody, to say good things about someone. 
 
Now, one man took the word EULOGE (he spelled it with an “E”), and he gave a title to each one of the 
letters.  He divided the book according to the title.  That way he has a smart way of doing it that looks 
real nice, and it is easy to remember.   
 
E – Eternal Foundation (Ephesians 1) 
U – Universal Scope (Ephesians 2) 
L – Lofty Goal (Ephesians 3 – wisdom of God and the principalities and  
   powers in heavenly places) 
O – Organic Unity (Ephesians 4:1-16) 
G – Glorious Renewal (the walk of the new man  Ephesians 4:17 – 6:9) 
E – Effective Armour (Ephesians 6:10 – 6:24) 
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Now, that is an interesting outline, and I like it.  I forget the man’s name that I picked that up from.  But, 
it is interesting to me. 
 
Now, the reason I do not give you a lot of outlines is not because I don’t make them every now and then 
and use them.  But, too often, when you give someone an outline, ten years from now, they never think 
about the book except the way that you outlined it.  It is okay to take an outline like the one above and 
think of the book that way. 
 
The outline above divides the book in half – Adoration and Exhortation.  He says there is “Adoration” for 
the Eternal Foundation, Universal Scope, and Lofty Goals.  Then there is “Exhortation” with regard to the 
Organic Unity, Glorious Renewal, and Effective Armour.  He recognizes the divisions, and then he just 
gives a title to each of the sections.   
 
I think he has the sections clearly identified without dividing them up, but he had to divide this up in 
order to make his outline.  It would be easier to divide it according to the way the word “walk” occurs in 
there.  It starts in 4:1 and goes through 5:17, rather than the way he did, but there isn’t anything wrong 
with his way.  It’s okay.   
 
When you get these outlines, they tend to be forced and arbitrary, and then the students do not think for 
themselves.  Now, it is good to use outlines if they help you, and if you have a purpose in them.   
I want you to know how to divide the book, and that outline above is a good outline.  It stands out bold 
because there’s a purpose.   
 
If you are good at alliterative outlines, use them.  When I first started preaching, every message I 
preached for the first eight or ten years was alliteration, either the first letter was all the same, or there 
were words that were the same.  Some of my friends would bring their messages over and let me 
alliterate them because I was good at it.   
 
Then, one day I just decided that I was tired of preaching outlines that made it hard for me to preach the 
bible.  So, I quit that and started just preaching the bible and not the outlines.   
Now people say, “Your messages don’t have any point to them.”  I say, “Well, that’s just from your point 
of view.” 
 
The whole thing starts in Christ.  But, the whole thing ends in Christ too.  Ephesians 1:10 
 
Now I want to define a few words there for you.  The Greek word for the word “blessed” is “eulogetos” 
and it is where we get our word for eulogy.  (That is where that outline came from that we discussed E-
U-L-O-G-E.)  But, the word as a verb, according to Webster’s dictionary, means “to confer well being or 
prosperity upon someone or thing.”  When you bless somebody, you confer well being on him or her.  In 
other words, you say good things about him.  I am giving good things to you.  As an adjective, the word 
means, “enjoying happiness”, and that is usually the way we think about it.   
 
But, in this verse, it is not an adjective.  It is a verb, and as a verb the word means “to speak something 
good and kind and prosperous to, or about, somebody”.  So the word is a eulogy.  It is giving high praise 
to somebody – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”.  Let’s speak well of God; let’s 
praise God.  It is that kind of a thing.  Remember that the word “blessed” means to speak well of, or to 
bestow high praise upon.” 
 
Now, you want to notice the term “all spiritual blessings”.  What does the expression “spiritual blessings” 
mean?  A “spiritual blessing” is a blessing of the Spirit.  In other words, it is a blessing given by the Spirit.  
A “spiritual blessing” is a blessing of the Spirit, something that comes by way of the Spirit.  When he talks 
about “all spiritual blessings”, it means “every spiritual thing that God the Father can speak well of”.  
Wouldn’t that be all spiritual blessings?   
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Now, you are probably thinking why would he say it that way?  There are some spiritual things that God 
cannot speak well of.  You do understand that, don’t you?  Ephesians 6:12 identifies one of them – 
“spiritual wickedness in high places”.  Did he speak well of that?  No!  But, you possess every spiritual 
thing that God the Father can speak well of.   
 
Then he uses the expression “heavenly places”.  Now, notice that the word places is in italics.  A word in 
italics represents a word that really isn’t in the Greek text, but it is supplied by the translator because it is 
necessary in order to carry the meaning over in the translation.  The Greek just says, “who hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies”.  Heavenlies is an adjective (a word that describes a 
person, place, or thing).  The Greek language has a way of using an adjective and omitting the noun.  
They omitted the noun or the pronoun that the adjective described.  In their thinking, it would be 
understood. 
 
For example, if I say, “Close the door”, what is the verb in that sentence?  It is “close”.  What is the 
object in that sentence?  It is “door”.  Well, where is the subject?  Doesn't a sentence need a subject?  
The subject is understood.  You don’t have any problem with that, do you?  Do you know what a Greek 
would do if he had to diagram that sentence?  He would pull his hair out!  Why?  You just omitted the 
rule because you are supposed to have a subject.  You can’t have a sentence without a subject and a 
predicate.  You have a predicate and an object, but no subject.  We know the subject is understood.  
Well, the Greeks did that too in their language; they had those kinds of rules too.   
 
So, you have the adjective, heavenly, but no noun to modify it.  You have to put the noun in there so it 
makes sense in English, so the translators put it in.  Let me give you an illustration.  I will show you 
another place where that same thing happens.  (There are a lot of passages like that.)  1 Corinthians 
12:1. 
 
You want to remember those three definitions: blessed, all spiritual blessings, and heavenly places.  I 
gave you those definitions so that now when we go through the verse, it will make it a little easier for 
you. 
 
Ephesians 1:3 – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.”  Notice that we bless him – “Blessed be the God and 
Father”.  We speak well of him because he has blessed us.  Do you know what that is?  That is grace.  It 
is grace motivation.  Do we speak well of him because we are so wonderful and good?  No, we’re just 
responding to all of his blessings to us.  We love him because he first loved us.  That is grace motivation, 
and don’t forget that.  If you want to be motivated to praise God, then get hold of the spiritual 
possessions, and blessings, and riches that you have in Christ.  Do you know what that will do?  If you 
get hold of those things, it will cause you to praise God.   
 
Do you want to go out and minister to people, and get them back on the foundation, and get them 
stirred up and motivated to serve God properly?  Well, that’s what you want to do.  If you want them to 
have grace motivation, you need to make them see how wealthy they are in Christ; and if that won’t 
excite them brother, your puny little efforts to do otherwise won’t help.  If you percieve how wealthy you 
are, you will get excited and so will the people that you minister to. 
 
Ephesians 1:3 – Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.”  The source of our blessings is the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  God the Father has made us rich in Christ.  That verse says, “who hath blessed us”.  
The source of our blessing is God the Father.  He made you rich in Christ.   
 
Look at Ephesians 1:7 – The end of the verse talks about “the riches of his grace”.  If you look at verse 
18, he talks about “the riches of the glory”.  In verse 11, he talks about “in whom we have obtained an 
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inheritance”.  The terms “inheritance” and “riches” are financial terms.  We talked about that in another 
class.  They are terms that describe wealth.  Do you know what he is saying to you?  He is saying, “Hey, 
God the Father has made you rich.”  Is your daddy rich?  He sure is rich.  
  
Our father is rich in houses and lands 
He holds the wealth of the world in his hands 
Of rubies and diamonds and silver and gold 
His coffers are full of riches untold 
I am a child of the king, a child of the king 
With Jesus my Saviour I am a child of the king 
  
Please understand that the riches and the rubies and the diamonds that he has for us are not just 
material things.  The scope of our blessings is not just the material.  God has taken every spiritual thing 
that he can say something good about, and it is ours.  (We are going to get to that in a little while.)  You 
are rich people, and the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ made you so. 
 
Did you notice what he calls him?  He calls him “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”.  The God 
of Christ is a reference to Christ’s humanity – “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”  He 
emphasizes both sides of who Christ is – the God (that emphasizes Christ’s humanity) and the Father 
(that emphasizes his deity).  He is “the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us.”  Christ is 
the channel through which the blessings come to us, and it is as the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ that he blesses us.   
 
That is the full, complete title of God – God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  If you want to see the 
reason for that, look at 2 Corinthians 1:3. 
 
Do you see in Ephesians 1:3 how it says that he is yours – the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
It is through Christ that every spiritual blessing flows from the Father, through the Spirit, to us.  Now that 
is important for you to remember. 
 
Ephesians 1:3 – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.”  Notice, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, (all 
three), are all involved in this.  God the Father is the source of the blessing.  God the Son is the channel.  
God the Holy Spirit is the one who ministers our riches that come from the Father through the Son. 
 
You want to notice that the Trinity is mentioned repeatedly in the book of Ephesians.  He mentions God 
the Father in verse 3.  Then he mentions God the Son in verse 7.  Then he mentions God the Holy Spirit 
is verses 13 and 14.  Then you have another statement of the trinity in Ephesians 2:18.  In Ephesians 
3:14-17, you have another reference to the three of them.  In Ephesians 4:4-6, you have another 
reference.  In Ephesians 5:18-20, you have another reference.  So, in the book of Ephesians, Paul 
focuses on the triune God sending out all of these blessings to us.   
 
My uncle used to say that if you take Ephesians 1-14, it divides it itself up.  First there are the blessings 
from God the Father, then there are the blessings from God the Son, and then there are the blessings 
from God the Holy Spirit.  My uncle used to say something that I always give him credit for, but it almost 
sounds sacrilegious.  He said, “God the Father is the brains, God the Son is the showboat, and God the 
Holy Spirit is the workhorse of the trinity.”  I always remembered that because it is kind of catchy.  The 
Father is the brains, the Son is the showboat, (he’s the one that is always glorified and magnified), and 
God the Holy Spirit is the work horse, (he’s down here getting it done and applying it).  
 
But, God the Father is the source.  God the Son is always the one who makes the payment and provision.  
The Father plans it, and the Son pays for it and provides it, and the Holy Spirit allows you to partake of it 
by coming down and applying it to us – by indwelling us down here.   
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God the Father and God the Son are there in heaven, the Son rejected, at the Father’s right hand.  The 
Holy Spirit is down here indwelling us, making us worthy ambassadors.  It is through the Holy Spirit’s 
instrumentality that we now possess all of these spiritual blessings. 
 
In the last lesson, we talked about the source of our blessings coming from God the Father, and the 
scope of the blessings and the riches that we have in Christ being all spiritual blessings – all the blessings 
that the Spirit has for us in Christ.   
 
Ephesians 1:3 – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.”  That begins a long section (verses 3-14) where Paul just 
lays out, one after another, the tremendous blessings that God the Father has provided for us in Christ by 
the Spirit of God.  All spiritual blessings are ours.  “All spiritual blessings” is just another way of saying 
“all of the blessings of the Spirit”.  The Holy Spirit is the one who channels our riches to us from the 
Father through the Son.   
 
If you go down through the list in verses 3-14, you will see an initial listing of these things.  He lays these 
things out in quick, rapid secession.  It is as though he is just reminding you of things that you basically 
already know – things that you already have in your understanding from having studied the book of 
Romans where the foundation was laid. 
   
The blessings come from: 
The Father (verses 3-6). 
The Son (verses 7-12). 
The Holy Spirit (verses 13, 14).   
 
They are: 
Past blessings from the Father. 
Present blessings from the Son. 
Future blessings from the Spirit.   
 
They have to do with: 
Election from the Father. 
Redemption through the Son. 
Certification through the Spirit.   
 
There are all kinds of ways that you can classify them, but that is just a categorization of them.  “All 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.”  It is important that you notice that Christ is where they 
all are.  Romans 8:32 and Colossians 2:10 are two verses that you need to memorize in connection with 
Ephesians 1:3.  Romans 8:32, Colossians 2:10. 
 
They are spiritual blessings.  Someone will say, “Well what about Philippians 4:19”?  Phillipians 4:19. 
 
The scope of the blessings is spiritual blessings.  The sphere of the blessings is heavenly places in Christ.  
That is important!  You understand that the sphere of our blessings is the heavenly places.  1 Corinthians 
15:42-44. 
 
Ephesians 1:3 – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.”  Now, that verse sets the tone for the book.  The issue in 
Ephesians is being blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.  It is important that you 
understand that – you have been blessed with all spiritual blessings.  You are complete in Christ. 
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Gentlemen, God is as rich to you in Christ as he is to me in Christ.  He is as rich to that sinner that just 
trusted Christ and got saved, (the second he trusted Christ), as he is to you.  God is as rich to that 
newborn believer as he is to a believer that has been saved for 50 or 60 years.  There is a total equality 
of blessing in Christ.  You have to understand that – nobody is ahead of the other as far as blessing and 
standing before God.  We all have been blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ.  God is as rich to one 
in Christ as he is to another. 
 
Now, you understand that the level of our enjoyment of those riches is different, don’t you?  You 
understand that the level of enjoyment that you have of your riches in Christ is based upon your 
appropriation and your appreciation, by faith, of that grace wherein you stand.  In Romans 5:2, Paul 
says, “We have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand.”  We can appreciate our blessings by 
studying the word of God.  You will never appreciate what you have in Christ until you get in the word of 
God.  You will never enjoy the assets that you have in Christ until you get in the word of God.  He has 
given you every divine operating asset that he has for you and that you will ever need.  It is yours; it 
belongs to you; you possess it.  It is yours in Christ. 
 
Now, the Christian life is made up of getting in the word of God and finding out what God has done for 
you – studying it, understanding it, and letting it take root in your life, and appreciating it, and seeing it 
go to work in you.  That is the issue in the Christian life, and that is the issue of serving the Lord.  It is 
taking the blessings and appreciating them, and understanding them, and believing them, and letting 
them operate in your life.   
 
So, I want you to understand that the level of your enjoyment of the blessings might differ, and it will 
differ on the basis of how much time you spend in the word learning the things and then how much you 
allow the word to renew your mind.  We studied Romans already and you understand that you can take 
in information, but the issue is not just throwing out a bunch of verses.  The issue is developing that 
renewed mind, gaining that godly outlook, getting to the place where you think like God thinks about you 
and about what you are doing.  That is important; and as you do that, your level of appreciation and your 
level of spiritual maturity, your ability to walk worthy and live up to the position that you have in Christ, is 
more and more of a reality in your everyday life.   
 
You are blessed with all spiritual blessings.  The purpose of the blessings is to make us spiritual-minded 
people, and faithful saints.  That is the purpose of the blessings.  The purpose of the blessing is not to 
make you carnal.  You already are carnal.  The purpose of the spiritual blessings is to make you spiritual 
people, and the focus is on the spiritual blessings. 
 
Now, I want you to understand this, and I want to be careful to say this to you clearly and forcefully.  I 
talked to you in the last lesson about how God in time past promised Israel physical blessings as a 
reward for their faithfulness.  Today, God doesn't promise physical blessings to us.  He doesn't promise 
to shield us from either poverty or pain.  He doesn't promise to give us prosperity and health and those 
kinds of things.  The focus is on the spiritual.   
 
But, that does not necessarily mean that nothing physical is involved in what God is doing today.  It does 
not mean that nothing physical necessarily will follow the spiritual blessings.  That is not the idea at all.  
Being blessed with spiritual blessings does not have anything to do with the idea that God does not work 
today.  Sometimes the concept is that God is not working at all as far as material blessings, but he is 
working in the spiritual realm today.  Sometimes the misunderstanding develops that God doesn't do 
anything that is physical – there is nothing physical accomplished by God today.  And you know that is 
not true.   
 
You have a bible don’t you?  God Almighty wrote his word, and through a design that he himself 
developed, (providential preservation), he preserved his word.  Providence is the foresight of God to 
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superintend and care for something.  God designed a plan whereby his word would be preserved, and he 
saw that that plan was executed.   
 
How is God’s word preserved through the dispensation of grace?  It is preserved through the church, the 
body of Christ.  God works through the body of Christ today.  God does not work in outward 
circumstances in your life, but he works with the word within you.  You don’t need to look at this 
circumstance and that circumstance and say, “Well, God did this and God did that, therefore I can 
conclude his will is so and so.”  You look into his word.  You never have a right to say that God wills 
something unless you can look in the word of God and determine on the basis of a renewed mind out of 
the word of God that that is what God said he wanted done.   
 
Too often we cop out – just like we blame the devil for stuff, we blame God for too much stuff.  God 
expects you to operate as an adult son with a renewed mind, with a mental attitude of godliness – the 
ability to perceive and to think and to look at things the way God looks at them, and to discern the will of 
God.  You are to discern what God would have you to do.  Then you operate on that spiritual minded 
basis and you are focused on the spiritual issues.  
 
People, physical things that happen are accomplished in the world today as a result of the flow and the 
working of the spiritual activity of the body of Christ.  Do you understand what I am saying to you?  As 
you walk in the Spirit, as you mind the things of the Spirit of God, as you do that which you know is the 
will of God in your life, then things are accomplished.  That is how God works and gets things done.  As 
you are sensitive with that renewed mind, then the things of God get accomplished, and the purpose of 
God, (that overall will of God that he has accomplished), is carried out. 
 
For example, you have a bible.  That is a physical book, yet it is a spiritual book.  The word working in 
the body through history has preserved the book – physical results.  1 Corinthians 9:14 
 
Ephesians 1:3 – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.”   
 
Now, where are the spiritual blessings located?  They are located in Christ.  Well, how do you get them?  
You get them by being in Christ.  But, it is not just a spiritual location.  There is a geographic location 
where these spiritual blessings will be executed, and where they are designed to function.  They are not 
designed to function in all of their fullness on this planet.  They are given to us now for the purpose of 
functioning in all of their fullness in the heavenly places. 
 
So, then you need to know something about he heavenly places.  You are a “heavenly people”.  God has 
an earthly people.  They are earthly in their hope, in their ministry, and in their agency.  And, it is the 
nation Israel.  But God also has a heavenly people, a people whose hope is not simply the planet, but it is 
the heavenly places. 
 
Do you see those words in Ephesians 1:3 where it says, “heavenly places”?  The word “places” is in 
italics.  And, people often times say, “The translators erroneously put it there.  It should be the 
heavenlies”.  And that is what it is in Greek.  It is the heavenlies.  But the Greek language had a very 
interesting way of conducting itself.  They didn’t always need a noun for an adjective to describe.  But 
you and I, in our language, need a noun for the adjective to describe.  The “heavenly” what?  They didn’t 
need that, but we do.  So they translated it heavenly “places”.   
 
Some people say, “It shouldn’t be heavenly places, it should be heavenly something else – heavenly 
ideas, heavenly spheres, and that kind of thing.”   
 
Well, my friend, that will not do at all.  He is talking about geographic locations that you and I, as 
members of the body of Christ, are going to have an impact, and an effect on, in all eternity future.  And 
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if you do not understand that and how that is going to operate, you will never understand why Satan is 
after you.  And you will not understand what he is after you for.  You will think he just wants to make 
you take a drink or puff a cigarette.  Look at Revelation 12:7-8 
 

Ephesians 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love:  

To choose, in this sense, means to select or to pick out something especially for oneself.  Now, election in 
the Bible is not new to the dispensation of grace.  I’ll give you two verses to illustrate that.  Come to 
Deuteronomy, Chapter 7, Verse 6 and Psalm 135.  Deuteronomy 7 is talking about the gentiles in Verses 
1-5 and Israel in Verse 6.  Deuteronomy 7:6 
 
In Ephesians 1:4, we read “ . . . according as he hath chosen us before the foundation of the world.”  In 
Time Past, Israel had an election, and now we see that our election was not just from Time Past, but 
before the foundation of the world.  God chose us in Him before the foundation of the world. 
 
Israel’s election was lodged in Abraham.  Our election is in who?  In Christ.  In Time Past, it was in 
Abraham for Israel; for the body of Christ, it was away back before the foundation of the world. 
 
Election is just to choose out something especially for oneself.  There is individual election (and this 
greatly helped me to understand the concept of what we’re talking about here), and there is also a 
corporate election.  Here we are looking at the corporate aspect where God chooses a group of people 
collectively. 
 
There is an individual election, as with Stephen in Acts 6:5.  It’s not about salvation; Stephen was chosen 
for a specific purpose.   
 
There is a salvation aspect of it.  In Romans 16:13, Rufus was “chosen in the Lord”; there’s an individual 
aspect of it, too.  Acts 13:17 
 
What is election?  It’s the sovereign act of choosing out for oneself.  Election is conditional in the sense 
that it is conditioned upon the faith of the individual.  The corporate choosing is based upon the 
sovereignty of God.  God has selected out the nation Israel to be His agent of blessing to the world.  It is 
the same with the body of Christ: we are a collection of people whom God has sovereignly chosen to be 
His agents - His instrument.  But the individual election is conditioned upon the individual’s faith.  We are 
saved by grace through faith in the shed blood of Christ. 
 
How did God elect?  On the basis of His grace, His kindness, but it’s through faith in the shed blood of 
the Lord Jesus Christ that we become chosen in Him before the foundation of the world. God looked into 
the future and saw, I believe, the faith of the individual who will trust Him as his personal saviour. 
 

Now, why did God elect?   
 
Ephesians 1:4: “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, . . .” Why?  “ . 
. . that [purpose, intent] we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 
 
“According as he hath chosen us in him.”  You were chosen in Him.  Notice that the verse doesn’t say 
you were chosen to be in him.  The word is not the preposition ice, which is into.  The preposition is aim, 
which is in.   It is in; it is not ice.  You were not chosen into Christ.  You weren't chosen to get into 
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Christ.   You were chosen in Christ.  In Christ you were chosen.  Do you get that?  That is critical to see.   
When you got into the Lord Jesus Christ, how did you get into Christ?  You got into Him by faith, folks.  
You believed the gospel that Christ died for your sins, and when you believed that gospel, God the Holy 
Spirit put you into Christ on the basis of the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ, and your acceptance 
of it.    
 
Now that burns a Calvinist up, I know that, but the other things that I am saying burn up an Armenian, 
so I am in good shape.  I'm neither/nor.  Verse 5. 
 
God the Father has chosen, He has elected, He has called us.  How did He do it?  Get 2 Thessalonians 2 
in one hand, and John 6 in the other.  This is what is called, in the system of Calvinism, the irresistible 
call.  On the basis solely of God's sovereign love for His elect, the Holy Spirit regenerates the elect and 
causes them to believe.  No man is able to come to Christ unless he is sovereignly drawn by the Spirit of 
God.  I believe that.  I believe that absolutely, on the basis of the verses that they gave there.  John 6:37 
and 44.    
 
I believe that nobody ever comes to God Almighty for salvation.  The Bible teaches clearly that men don't 
come to salvation, in the Dispensation of Grace, where we live, except God draws them.  I mean, that is 
how you get there.  But the issue about drawing is that we don't live in the Pentecostal program, or in 
the Kingdom dispensation where these brethren get all their verses.  We don't live in that program.   God 
doesn't just reach out here, and put a lasso around somebody, and pull them over here, and then the 
Word of God gets involved.  He draws them by the gospel.  John 6:35-37, 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 
 
Notice again, He has chosen us where?   In Him.  He didn't choose us to be in Him.   He didn't choose us 
into Christ.   He chose us in Christ.   He didn't choose us unto salvation—unto being in Him—but He 
chose us in Him.   In other words, those who are in Him are the ones that He chooses, because you are 
in Him.  Because you are in Him, you are one of the chosen.   I say again to you, the term is a reference 
to a position, it is a title, a status thing.  And it is not directed toward unbelievers, it is directed toward 
believers.    
 
Let me ask you a question.  Can one of the elect ever be lost?  A Calvanist will automatically say, no.  
Well if one of the elect cannot be lost, then can a lost man be one of the elect?  Were you elected before 
you got in Christ?  And by the way, Romans 16:7 is very clear—Paul talks about they who were in Christ 
before me.  There is a time in your life, before you trust Christ as your Savior, when you were not in 
Christ.   God did not put you in Christ back yonder.  God placed you in Christ by His Spirit the moment 
that you trusted Him.  December 31, 1962, for me, about 8:10 in the evening, I was placed into Christ; 
and by virtue of being in Christ, I became one of the chosen.  Why did he choose me?   Ephesians 1:4, 
2nd part of the verse: "that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:" 
 
Turn back to Ephesians 1:4.  Paul is talking about all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ – the 
blessings that he blessed us with.  Verse 4 – “According as (our blessing is according as) he (the Father) 
hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love.”  In other words, the blessings that we have, (all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places), are according to a purpose that God had before the foundation of the world.   
 
Back before the foundation of the world, God (God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit) had 
a purpose.  The world was formed, and man was put on it.  Later man falls and the seed of the woman is 
promised to be a redeemer.  God sets the Gentiles aside and takes Israel, and the seed of the woman 
becomes the seed of Abraham and then you have the seed of David who is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Christ 
is crucified, and he is resurrected and ascends back up into heaven.  The Holy Spirit comes on the 
believers in Acts 2, and then the fall of Israel takes place.  When the fall of Israel takes place, God 
reconciles the world to himself.  He saves Saul of Tarsus and reveals to Saul a system of knowledge and 
information that he kept secret since the world began.   
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So, you have a Prophetic Program that goes on until the Mystery Program comes in.  And when that 
Mystery Program comes in, he says that he has blessed us, (people in Christ), with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ.  Israel will get the earth in the Kingdom (material earthly people).  We, the 
body of Christ, will be in positions of rank and authority in the heavenly places.  God has blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ according as he hath chosen us in him (in Christ) before 
the foundation of the world.  In other words, God had a purpose before the foundation of the world that 
we are now a part of that is going to extend out in the ages to come.  And our blessings, our riches and 
wealth, are according to the purpose that he had before the foundation of the world.  Before the 
foundation of the world, the father chose us in Christ.   
 
Ephesians 1:4 – “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world.”  I am going 
to read a verse shortly that talks about from the foundation of the world.  The difference between the 
mystery program and the kingdom program is that one is made known from the foundation of the world, 
and one is kept secret from the foundation of the world but was purposed in God before the foundation 
of the world.  Our blessing is according to the purpose that he had before the foundation of the world.  
Paul says, “According as he hath chosen us”.   
 
Now, Paul will list the blessings that he has given to us in Christ, and the first blessing is the fact that we 
are a part of a program that God planned from eternity past.  He is going to list your blessings, and then 
it’s like he says, “See them!  Well, go get them; they’re yours!”  There is an old expression that says, 
“Possess your possessions”.   
 
Here is an interesting thing – a parallel.  Israel comes to the Jordan River, Moses dies, Joshua takes them 
across into the Promised Land (the book of Joshua).  He says, “Go in and possess the cities which the 
Lord thy God hath given thee”.  Did God give the Promised Land to Israel?  Was it theirs?  Yes, it was 
theirs.  Did they possess it?  No, they had to go in and take it over, didn’t they?  It belonged to them, 
‘positionally’ it was theirs, but they had to go in and possess it.  The book of Joshua describes the Nation 
Israel going in and possessing its possessions.  
 
Joshua is the Ephesians of the Old Testament, and Ephesians is the Joshua of the New Testament.  Let 
me give you a hint in your bible study.  You can spend some real profitable study in Joshua studying how 
they possess those possessions, and then compare that with the book of Ephesians.  It will work, and it is 
fascinating.  It makes good preaching too! 
 
Anyway, in Ephesians, he is going to list some of your spiritual blessings.  The first one has to do with the 
body of Christ being chosen.  Now, Ephesians 1:4 – “According as he hath chosen us.”  Who chose you?  
Who did the choosing?  God the Father did the choosing.  That should comfort you.  God the Father 
initiated his own plan.  It wasn’t left up to you.  Aren’t you glad it wasn’t?  You better be!  God is the 
initiator of his plan and his purpose.  We do not have to seek him, but he sought us. 
 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger 
 Wandering from the fold of God  
 He that rescued me from danger 
 Interposed his precious blood. 
 
He did it.  You did not have to seek him; he sought you.  If he hadn’t sought you, you would have never 
found him.  Do you understand that?  God is the initiator.  He is the one that takes the action.  Without 
him, there would not be any going.   
 
And, in the passage here, he is going to tell you what God is doing.  You are blessed with all spiritual 
blessings in Christ.  He is about to tell you what God has provided for you.  You have been made a part 
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of what God Almighty has purposed and planned and is doing, and it’s God’s activity.  I have said to you 
before, if understanding that truth can’t get your blood circulating, I don’t think anything can.   
 
Something happens in a person’s life, and they go all to pieces, like God doesn't have a program, like God 
doesn't have a plan, like God isn’t doing anything in the world today.  He is!  What is he doing?  He’s 
forming the church, the body of Christ.  Look what you are a part of!  When you get hold of that, and 
that grips your heart, it changes your whole attitude about life. 
 
Ephesians 1:4 – “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world.”  Who did it?  
God did it; it’s God’s program; it’s God’s choosing; it’s what God did.  What did he do?  He chose us. 
Turn to Mark 13.  “Chosen us” is the definition of the word “election”. 
 
Mark 13:20 – “And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved: but for the 
elect’s sake, whom he hath chosen.”  Who were the elect?  What is the definition of “the elect”?  It is 
those “whom he hath chosen”.  Do you see that?  Don’t worry about the context.  I just want the 
definition of the word “elect”.  Elect = Chosen.  The elect are those whom he hath chosen.   
 
So, in Ephesians 1:4, you have the doctrine of election.  “According as he hath chosen us in him.”  Do 
you know what you do when you choose something?  You say, “It’s mine!”  You choose it; you pick it 
out; you select it.  You choose something, which makes it something very special.  When you are a 
“chosen one” that has to do with a position of honor and privilege and position.  To be a member of the 
body of Christ is to be in a position of honor.  That is a privileged position.  And that is what it means to 
be chosen.  
 
Notice who he chose – “he hath chosen us”.  Who are the elect?  The elect are “us”.  Who are the “us”, 
saved people or lost people?  The “us” refers to saved people, members of the body of Christ.  The elect 
are not lost.  The elect are never lost.  The term “elect” is a term that is used in the bible to refer to the 
status of the believer, and it is a position and a status that is not true of unbelievers.   
 
Now, what does that mean?  That means that you are one of the elect.  Let me ask you something.  
Were you one of the elect before you were saved?  He says, “before the foundation of the world he 
chose us in Christ”.  Well, were you one of the elect before you were saved?  Were you lost before you 
were saved?  Can one of the elect ever be lost?  Then, were you one of the elect before you got saved?  
You must not have been.   
 
Before you trusted Christ and got saved, where you “in Christ”?  Doesn't Paul talk about those who were 
in Christ “before me” in Romans 16:7?  Wasn’t there a time in Paul’s life when he was not in Christ?  
Well, if you are not in Christ, are you one of the elect?  You are chosen “in him”, aren’t you?  How do you 
get to be one of the elect?  You get in him!  Are you following that?  The term “elect”, (the chosen one), 
is a reference to the position that people have in Christ.  Colossians 3:12. 
 
Now, the standard of God’s working, and the standard of the blessing, is the Spirit, and the standard of 
the spiritual blessings is in verse 4.  It is God working according to his purpose in verse 4.  He has 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings according as he hath chosen us in Christ before the foundation of 
the world.  In other words, God had a purpose that he determined to accomplish in Christ before the 
foundation of the world.   
 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit had a purpose before the foundation of the world.  
Jesus Christ dies and the church the body of Christ is formed.  God Almighty before the foundation of the 
world had a purpose in Christ in forming the church, the body of Christ.  And you are blessed today in 
Christ according to the purpose that God had back before the foundation of the world, before anything 
material or physical or visible was ever created.  So the source of your blessing does not have anything 
to do with outward circumstances.  It does not have anything to do with blessing.  It does not have 
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anything to do with cursing, but it has to do with what God Almighty determined to do before the 
foundation of the world.  That is the measure and the standard by which you are blessed.  Oh yes sir!  
That is some blessing!  
 
Now, I talked to you about verse 4 already, but I want to continue with it.  Ephesians 1:4 – “According as 
he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world.”  He chose us; he elected us.  How did he 
do it?  He did it in him.  Who did it?  God the Father did it.  When did he do it?  He did it before the 
foundation of the world.  I want you to notice that expression.  
 
The issue of our election before the foundation of the world is a disheartening, divisive, degrading 
doctrine to many people.  It is something that bothers many people, and yet it is a glorious truth when 
you properly understand it.   
 
Some time ago, I had a young lady come to visit me.  She sat in my office and she said, “Preacher, you 
got to explain this issue of election to me because if it is true what I have been told, God is a monster, 
and I can’t love him, and I can’t believe in him!”  She was just physically distraught and spiritually 
defeated and disheartened by the issue of the election that we have in Christ before the foundation of 
the world.  And, her problem was that she had been taught things that were not scriptural.  She 
misunderstood the issue.  She did not properly understand it. 
 
Now, I am going to try to show you some things about election, and I want you to understand that there 
are a lot of folks that are not going to agree with what I am going to say.  That shouldn’t surprise you.  
There are a lot of folks that do not agree with a lot of things I say.  But, I want to try to show you some 
things in the bible and give you a biblical perspective about them.   
 
There are two theological systems that we have talked about often.  One is called Calvinism, (founded by 
John Calvin), and the other is called Arminianism, (founded by Joseph Arminius).  Their followers 
developed great theological systems, both of which focus on the issue of election, both of which seek to 
defend the honor of God Almighty.  The Calvinist wants to defend the issue of the sovereignty of God, a 
non-biblical term but certainly a scriptural idea that God is God and free to do that which he chooses to 
do.  The Arminian wants to defend the responsibility of man, the integrity of God to hold man responsible 
for his activity.  And they develop theological systems, both of which have parts of the truth, neither of 
which have the thing laid out.   
 
The issue about election cannot be understood unless it is understood in light of dispensational truth.  
Calvinists and Arminians are both non-dispensationalists.  Even if the Calvinist or Arminian himself is a 
dispensationalist, when he discusses the issue of election, he jettisons his dispensational position and 
becomes a non-dispensationalist because to maintain his position, he has to be non-dispensational.   
Now, I am not a Calvinist, and I am not an Arminian.   
 
I was in a restaurant one time down in Florida.  I was going through the cafeteria line, and a preacher 
asked me, “How many points are you?”  I did not know what he was talking about.  He said, “What point 
Calvinist are you?”  He meant are you a ‘four pointer’ or a ‘five pointer’?  I turned around and grinned a 
little sheepishly at him and I said, “I’m a ‘no point’ Calvinist”.  He did not talk to me the rest of the meal.  
He got all upset and bent out of shape.  He probably went away and said, “Well, Brother Jordan is an 
Arminian.”  But, if he would have asked me how many ‘point Arminian’ I was, I would have said that I am 
a ‘no point’ Arminian.   
 
I listened to a tape one time, and the man on the tape said, “I’m not either or; I’m neither nor.”  A 
Calvinist says that you are either a Calvinist or an Arminian, and an Arminian says that you are either an 
Arminian or a Calvinist.  Well, I am neither a Calvinist nor an Arminian.  I am a dispensationalist.  We 
should call ourselves bible believers, not theologians, not involved in theological systems, but bible 
believers.   
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Now, this issue about being chosen in him before the foundation of the world clearly relates this choosing 
to the Mystery Program.  In Ephesians 1, you have the mystery truth of election.  Please notice that this 
is a dispensational truth in a dispensational timeline.  There is no way to get this thing outside of the 
context of dispensational understanding.  Ephesians 1:4 – We are chosen in him “before the foundation 
of the world”.  Compare that with Matthew 25:31-34 
 
Now, the kingdom program, the prophesied program, deals with issues that have been made known from 
the foundation of the world.  But, if you look in Ephesians 1, you see something quite different from that.  
We are chosen in him according to a different program, one that was chosen in God and purposed in God 
before the foundation of the earth, and that program is called the Mystery Program.  You have prophecy 
and you have the mystery, and those two programs are different.  It isn’t too hard to understand that.   
 
The Abrahamic Covenant related to the earthly people, Israel, and God’s earthly purpose and earthly 
program through them.  And as he set the nation Israel aside, he introduced a new program.  He raised 
up Paul and gave him a new revelation.  And this election from eternity past has to do with the formation 
of the church, the body of Christ, during the dispensation of grace.  The election that we are involved in 
today, the mystery truth of election, refers specifically to the present age in which we live.  It has to do 
with God’s purpose before the foundation of the world to form the church, the body of Christ.  2 Timothy 
1:9. 
 
Now, there are four different elections in the bible: 
   
First, there is the “election of angels” (1 Timothy 5:21).  I am not going to get into that right now, but 
there is an elect company of angels.  
  
Second, is the nation Israel.  Isaiah 45:4, Isaiah 44:1, Isaiah 41:8. 
 
Third, is the body of Christ – Ephesians 1:4, 2 Timothy 1:9, and Colossians 3:12. 
 
Fourth, is the election of Jesus Christ.  Isaiah 42:1, Matthew 3:16-17. 
 
The body of Christ is the elect because we are one with Christ.  Listen people, when you get placed into 
Christ, you are just sharing his election, okay?  You are not getting something of yours, on your own, on 
the basis of you, but you are sharing his election, his destiny, what God has determined to do in Christ. 
You simply become a part of what God determined to do in Christ.  Do you see how that makes him 
everything?    
 
Now, your individual participation in what God has determined to do in Christ is based upon you believing 
that Christ died for your sins and then God the Holy Spirit taking you and placing you into him.  And, in 
Christ, you share all of the blessings, one of which is participation in this program that God has ordained 
before the foundation of the world to accomplish in the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
You are chosen according to Ephesians 1:4 – “According as he hath chosen us in him.”  It doesn't say 
that he chose you to be in him.  Do you see that?  It says that he chose you in him.  When you get in 
him, he is God’s elect, so who are you?  You share his election, his privileged position.  You share a part 
in everything that God has for you.  You want to remember, people, the elect are always those who are 
in Christ, whether it’s Israel or whether it’s the body.  You are sharing in God’s purpose that he is going 
to accomplish in Christ.  You get your election in Christ, not in yourself.  That is what I am trying to 
emphasize.  And if you see that, you will see that you do not, in any way, base your election on what you 
are or anything in you.   
 

tw://bible.*/?id=49.1.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.1.4|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.25.31-40.25.34|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.1.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=55.1.9|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=55.1.9|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=54.5.21|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=23.45.4|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=23.44.1|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=23.41.8|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.1.4|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=55.1.9|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=51.3.12|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=23.42.1|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.3.16-40.3.17|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.1.4|_AUTODETECT_|


If you don’t yet know that faith is not a work, then you have not come far enough to understand the 
issue of election.  You need to go back and get that straight.  Now, there was a time when the apostle 
Paul was not in Christ.  Romans 16:7  
 
Now, the elect are those in Christ.  Lost people are never described as the elect.  It is a term that doesn't 
have anything to do with lost people.  Can the elect ever be lost?  No, they are never going to be lost.  
Then were you one of the elect when you were lost?  No, you were not.  Where are you chosen?  You 
are chosen in Christ.  Before you were in Christ, were you one of the chosen?  Now, if you get that 
through your thick skull, it will help you. 
 
Ephesians 1:4 – “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, (why did he 
choose us?) that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.”  Our position before God is to 
be that which is holy and without blame before God in love.  “In love” is just synonymous with “being in 
Christ”, in his dear son, in the beloved one (verse 6 says).   
 
Now, when he talks about being “holy and without blame”, he is talking about the climax.  God has 
chosen us in Christ before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and without blame.  That is 
talking about the position that we are going to have in the heavenly places before God.  He is talking 
about this being the purpose for which God has us destined in the heavenly places. 
 
Turn to Ephesians 5 and notice the issue about being holy and without blame before him.  (Notice that 
the purpose of the choosing looks forward to the climax and the final consummation in the heavenly 
places, the final positions that we have.) Ephesians 5:25-27 
 
Now, I want to look at one other thing about verse 4.  When he talks about being chosen in him before 
the foundation of the world, I can’t overemphasize the importance of that as a dispensational issue.  In 
the bible, Jesus Christ is the Son of David.  Then he is described as the Son of Abraham.  Then he is 
described as the Son of man.  Then he is described as the Son of God.  He has those four positions.   
 
As the son of Abraham, he preaches the gospel of the kingdom, and he preaches that message 
exclusively to the nation Israel in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  As the son of Abraham, he preaches 
the gospel of the circumcision, and he preaches about the blessings of God first to Israel and through 
them to the nations.  The blessings are going out to the nation through Israel.  He preaches that to the 
nation Israel first, in the Acts period.   
 
As the Son of man, he preaches the gospel of the uncircumcision, and he preaches that message of 
reconciliation through the apostle Paul in Romans through Galatians.  Then, as the Son of God, he 
preaches the gospel of the grace of God.  He preaches the eternal purpose of God in Ephesians, 
Philippians, and Colossians.  As the Son of David, he goes back and talks about the covenants, and he 
bases the gospel of the kingdom on what was promised to David.  As the Son of Abraham, he goes back 
and talks about that circumcision hope.  As the Son of man, he goes back to Adam in the book of 
Romans.   
 
Remember when we studied Romans and I showed you how he goes back to Adam?  What came in with 
Adam?  Sin did, and forgiveness of sin, and dealing with sin, taking care of the sin issue.  The sin issue is 
settled forever in the book of Romans.   
 
Then there is the Son of God, when you come to the book of Ephesians, and you have gone back now 
before the foundation of world.  You have gone back before the fall, and you’re looking into the counsels 
of the Godhead; and when you come to the book of Ephesians, you are no longer looking at God’s plan in 
light of the fall.  That has been taken care of in the book of Romans.  You have been equipped to live as 
a child of God and overcome the fall, and overcome sin, and overcome all the ramifications of sin.  Now 
you have been equipped to live in an absolute total victory program over sin, haven’t you? 
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In Ephesians he says, “Okay, let’s go one step further back.  Let’s go back and focus not on God’s 
program in light of sin, but let’s go back and see what the Father intends to do and to realize in his Son 
before all this stuff got messed up out here.  Are you following what I am saying to you?  We are going 
back before the foundation of the world, and we are going to see God’s eternal purpose.  Sin has been 
dealt with, and all these things have been accomplished. 
 
Now, let’s look at God’s eternal purpose.  What does Ephesians 2:8-10 say?  “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.  
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them.”  Where did he ordain them?  He ordained that we should walk in them 
before the foundation of the world.   
 
Today, we are walking according to a purpose, and a will, and a plan of God that he had before the 
foundation of the world.  And he fixed it so we can walk in light of what he purposed to accomplish in 
Christ before Paul, before any problems.  We’re walking according to his eternal purpose. 
 
God’s original intention was to populate this universe with a perfect creation that gave honor and glory 
unto himself, and that is what we are a part of, and our blessings today are according to that purpose.  
That is something!  And, that is why it is important for you to appreciate that.  You have to understand 
the dispensational issues involved in the election, and that is why I keep emphasizing those things. 
 
Now that gives you a lot to think about.  But, before we get into that notice something in Ephesians 1:4 
that I did not mention when we studied that verse.  “According as he (the Father) hath chosen us in him 
(Christ) before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in 
love.” 
 
He has chosen us in Christ.  He made us accepted in Christ, and he did it before the foundation of the 
world that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.  Notice Jesus praying to the Father, 
in his high priestly prayer, in John 17:24 
 
You are chosen in him before the foundation of the world that you should “be holy (without any spot or 
problems) and without blame.”  Do you understand that God Almighty has identified you so closely with 
the Lord Jesus Christ that what he says about you in Ephesians 1 are the same things that he says about 
his son?  Now, that is fantastic!  That is being unconditionally accepted by God Almighty in the person, in 
the merits, in Christ, and that is our standing.   
 
Now, when you understand that unconditional acceptance that you have, you can begin to understand 
how to operate as a believer because God is never mad at you.  How does God treat you?  He treats you 
the same way he treats the Lord Jesus Christ.  Is he ever mad at Christ?  No, and he sees you in the 
merits, not of yourself, but in the merits of his Son.  And when he says, “Walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith you are called”, where are you called?  You are called in Christ.  What do you have to live up 
to?  Who are you?  You are in Christ!  You are like him!  He is the issue, and that gives you security, 
doesn't it?  It sure does! 
 
Also, it should give you some sanity.  In Romans 12:3 he says that man should “think soberly”.  Don’t 
think above yourself, but think soberly, think right.  Who are you?  You are a member of the body of 
Christ.  You are a part of what God is doing, and you should act like it.  That will add some sanity into 
your life.   
 
People talk about needing a better self-image.  Well, that would be hard to get, wouldn’t it?  The closer 
you get to the light, the more you see the dirt.  Did you ever notice that?  You need to stop trying to 
have a self-concept and see yourself in Christ, see Christ and everything God has made you there.  Focus 
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on that, and find the purpose for which God has put you in the body of Christ to do and then do it.  That 
will add some sanity to your life.  It will also add some sanctity to your life.  2 Corinthians 5:9 
 
God the Father chose the church, the body of Christ, to stand before him holy and without blame, to 
stand before him in love.  And he did it before the foundation of the world.  In eternity past, God 
Almighty loved the church.  And, Christ gave himself for the church according to that love and that 
purpose that God had before the foundation of the world.  Then you come to the cross (Ephesians 5:25) 

 

Ephesians 1:5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by 
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 
(Predestinated unto adoption– by father) 

God, when He put us in the body of Christ, predetermined—predestinated—you  and I as members of the 
body of Christ, to that adoption—to receive that redemption of our body.  Therefore, He gave us the 
Spirit of adoption, the Holy Spirit, who seals us and is the pledge that we one day will receive that 

position in reality.   We have it now spiritually, and we have now, over here [But Now] the privilege of 
living as those who are alive from the dead.  We have the privilege now of living as though we were 
already in the inheritance.   
 
One day we are really going to be there, but right now we have the fantastic privilege of living like we 
already are—resurrected from the dead, and living up to our position in Christ.   Do you know what God 
is going to do with you?  God is going to take you out of here one day, and put you in the positions of 

rank and authority out  there [Ages to Come].  He’ll say:  there is my Son, and you are going to be a 
joint-heir with Jesus Christ, and He is going to use you as members of the body of Christ to extend His 
authority throughout the whole universe.  No doubt He’ll extend it by using you to actually do that 
extension work.   
 
I teach that, and I get frustrated because I don't see you jumping up and down and shouting:  GLORY!  
But it makes my heart beat 90 miles an hour when I begin to contemplate the wonder of that.  Then it 

frustrates me so when I see how few believers ever see the reality of it.   Paul says:  Do you see all that?  
Look man, we are groaning along here right now with all of creation; but you know that what the whole 
creation is waiting for—what we already have.   
 
Hey man, the whole creation out there is waiting for us to be declared, publicly and openly, as who we 
are.  One day God is going to take you and declare you to be His son, a joint-heir with Christ with power, 
by the resurrection from the dead.   You have the Spirit of adoption right now.   You have the privilege of 

not living under tutors and governors, of not having somebody be your boss and run your life, but living 
under His grace—living now as though you are already there.  One day you are going to be up there.   
Hey, all there is for you isn't just dying and going to heaven, folks.   
 
Paul says:  here is how I look at it:  I understand what God has made me in Christ.  I understand how He 
has equipped me, how He has fixed me as a member of His body to live right now, down here consistent 
with my position in Christ.  I reckon that the sufferings of this present time, they are not even worthy to 
be talked about in the same breath with the glory.  There isn’t any comparison.   Man, there is not any 
reason to quit because you get sick or because you suffer a little pain and trouble along the way.   You 
write down by that verse, 2 Corinthians 4:16-18.  2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
 
God's will is that people in Christ, members of the body of Christ, get the adoption of children.  What is 
the adoption of children?  Romans 8:23:  “waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.”   
Folks, the adoption of children is for you to be placed on display before the universe as the complete 

tw://bible.*/?id=47.5.9|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.5.25|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=47.4.16-47.4.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=47.4.16-47.4.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.8.23|_AUTODETECT_|


total son of God in a glorified, resurrection body, conformed to the image of God's own Son; a joint heir 
with Jesus Christ—a full grown son, literally—in the family of God.   That is our position, one that is going 
to be a reality; and God has predetermined and decreed that it would happen.   Verse 11 in Ephesians 1:  
Ephesians 1:11 
 
Folks, there is an unconditional election, and that is a reference to the purpose of God being 
unconditional.  God has chosen to form the body of Christ, (verse 11, Ephesians 1), and there isn't 
anything that is going to stop that.   But then there is also a conditional election.  That is, you and I have 
the opportunity of answering the call of the gospel on an individual basis, and becoming participants in 
His program and plan.  I Corinthians 1:21—you have to get this verse down folks; it will save your neck.  
1 Corinthians 1:21 
 
Now, verse 5 is a continuation of the issue that he begins in verse 4, and it gives you the climax of the 
election that he has described in detail for you in verse 4.  In verse 4 he talks about God’s choosing, 
God’s elect purpose, the election that we are participating in.  He talks about God’s purpose in forming 
the church the body of Christ, a chosen group of people, a body of believers that he purposed to use in 
the ages to come in the heavenly places for his honor and glory.  He talks about becoming a part of this 
election that God purposed before the foundation of the world.   
 
The climax, the thing to which this group of believers is going to be used, is described in verse 5.  He has 
chosen us before the foundation of the world “Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by 
Jesus Christ to himself.”  We are predestinated to the adoption of children.  The body of Christ was 
chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world.  God had a purpose before the foundation of the 
world to form the church the body of Christ.  That body of believers is predestinated unto the adoption of 
children.  
 
Now the word “predestination” is a word that gets a lot of emotional response from people very quickly.  
It is a word that is used in theology, and often times it is used as a synonym with election.  But, it is not 
a synonym of election, and it is not a synonym for something that God has worked out in that kind of a 
way.  The bible use of the word is very different from the loose theological use that is often in vogue.  
The word “predestinate” means “to be marked out beforehand.”  Do you see the word “destined, 
destination” in that word?  Then you put the prefix “pre” in front of it; you have a destiny; there is 
something that you are marked out for; he has destined to do something.  Then “pre” is before.  It is to 
be marked out beforehand for a particular purpose. 
 
Now, the word is used four times in the bible, in Paul’s epistles.  It is used twice in Romans 8 and twice 
in Ephesians 1 (verses 5 and 11).  Verse 11 – “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestinated.”  Notice, we are predestinated, and every situation concerning predestination refers to 
saved people.  It refers to believers every time Paul uses it – “Having predestinated us (saved people)” 
Ephesians 1:5.  It does not refer to God ‘predestinating’ somebody who is unsaved either to heaven or to 
hell, but it refers to something that God does with people who have trusted the Lord Jesus Christ during 
the dispensation of grace.  Romans 8:29-30 
 
Ephesians 1:5 – “Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children.”  We are not predestinated to 
heaven or to hell, but we are predestinated to the adoption of children.   
 
Now, it is important that you understand the issue of adoption because many people do not understand 
what adoption is in the bible; and they do not allow the bible to set up its own definitions for its own 
terms.  How many times have I told you that the bible defines its own terms?  You don’t go to theology, 
and you don’t go to the world to define the terms of the bible, because the bible defines its own terms.  
It sets up its own terms and the definitions thereof.   
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We are predestinated unto the adoption of children.  That does not say that we are predestinated to 
heaven or hell.  It does not say that we are predestinated to be justified and saved, in the sense of 
justification, to be born into the family of God.  You do not get into the family of God by adoption.  
Sometimes people say that they trusted Christ and they were adopted into the family of God.  No, they 
were not.  They were born into the family of God. 
 
You are a son because you are born into his family.  You are a child of God by faith in Christ Jesus; and 
when you trust Christ as your Savior, God the Holy Spirit regenerates you, he imparts life to you, and you 
are born into the family of God.  You are a ‘born one’ and that is what the word “child” means.  You have 
been regenerated by the washing and the renewing of the Holy Ghost (Titus 3:5).  That is how you 
become a member of the family of God, and you are a member of the family of God according to 
Ephesians 3:15. 
 
Now, we have been predestinated unto adoption, and adoption is a reference in Paul’s epistles to a 
special place of blessing.  It is not a reference to becoming a member of the family, but to having a 
special place of blessing in the family.  The only person who could be adopted was someone who was 
already in the family, already a son or child of the father.  Then this father’s son gets the privilege of 
being placed into the capacity of adulthood, in the place of a responsible position.  Galatians 4:1-7. 
 
All this stuff is according to the good pleasure of his will.  It is not according to our apparatus; it is not 
according to our comprehension (understanding of it); it is not according to the strength of our faith or 
how devoted we are in our lives.  It is not according to our mental capacity or our intensity of service, 
but it is according to the good pleasure of his will. 
 
Please notice the issue of the will of God.  You will struggle through life sometimes wondering what God’s 
will is, and where he wants you, and this and that and the next thing.  But, the will of God, in the bible, is 
not a reference to where you are going to be at 3:00pm tomorrow.  (You have heard me say that a 
hundred times.)  The will of God, in Paul’s epistles, is describing God’s plan and God’s purpose.  
Ephesians 1:9 
 
Ephesians 1:5 – “Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself.”  That 
adoption that we are predestinated to has to do with “the adoption, to wit, the redemption of the body” 
(Romans 8:23).  We already studied that.  You receive your adoption at the rapture, and when you get 
your sonship status in reality, you have the proclamation of adoption. Then you get the inheritance – 
joint heirs with him in the ages to come.  So, it has to do with that future glory that is ours in the ages to 
come.   
 
Look at Ephesians 1:5 – “Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will.”  Sonship (adoption) is our special function.  That is 
that special thing God has fixed and marked us out for – the position of sonship.  And Paul is saying, in 
Ephesians 4, to conduct yourselves accordingly. 
 
God has marked you out to be sons.  He has given you the adoption of children by Jesus Christ – full-
grown sonship.  Now he says, “Hey, walk like it, act like it.”  That is who you are supposed to be.   
 
We’re talking about the matter of prayer.  Don’t be children in the matter of prayer, but be sons and 
operate on an understanding of what is going on, and be able to make the decisions that God requires 
you to make in order to function properly.  Do you see the wonderful privilege that God has given to you? 
 
But, most of us want to be little children under tutors and governors.  We don’t want the responsibility, 
and we don’t want the position of having to choose and do for ourselves.  We want to have somebody 
run us all the time.  Isn’t that the way most believers are?  And, Paul says, “Hey that isn’t what God 
called you for, that is the flesh.”   
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Do you know why people want somebody to run them?  They just got something that they want to do.  
Let somebody else be responsible.  I am going to do what I want to do, and then we can blame them.  
That is the flesh.  We have this thing about blaming God.  We do our own thing, and then who gets 
blamed?  We don’t want to be responsible!  But God says, “Hey, I made you full-grown sons, and that’s 
how you are supposed to live and that is how you are supposed to walk.”   

 

Ephesians 1:6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath 
made us accepted in the beloved. (Father) 

I’ll give you an illustration that shows what I’m talking about.  Ephesians 1:6 says that we have been 
made “. . . accepted in the beloved [one].”  We are accepted in Christ, right?   2 Corinthians 5:9 says, 
“Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him.”  Now, how can you 
be accepted and yet you are working to be accepted?  What are we talking about?  When you look at 
these two verses, you say, “Well, do they fit together?”  No. They are talking about different things. 

 
You see, folks, we’ve not only been justified but we have been accepted as the Father’s full grown sons.  
We have been predestinated to the adoption of children.  That is, being publicly declared to be the full 
sons of God with all the privileges that holds.  
 
And Verse 6 says, “To the praise of” His glory . . . It’s so that the grace of God can be praised, can be 
honored and glorified - the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ - that He might be praised to His glory. 
 
Now, when we went over verse 6, in the last lesson, I remember talking to you about the phrase “To the 
praise of the glory of his grace”.  We have been predestinated to the adoption of children; we have been 
destined to receive the status of full-grown sons, and it is according to the good pleasure of his will.   
 
Our predestination, what God is doing today in the body of Christ, is according to God’s plan and 
purpose.  Our adoption is to the praise of the glory of his grace.  God has predestinated us to such a 
future – we are going to be monuments to the manifestation of the glory of his grace through the ages to 
come.  Israel will manifest it on the earth, and we’ll manifest it in the heavenly places. 
 
Isaiah 43:21 is a verse you want to write down in relation to Israel manifesting God’s glory.  Ephesians 
2:7 is a verse about the body of Christ manifesting the glory of his grace. 
 
Do you see that phrase in Ephesians 1:6 “To the praise of the glory of his grace”?  Verse 12 is a verse 
like verse 6 – “That we should be to the praise of his glory.”  Verse 14 – “unto the praise of his glory.”  
Verses 3-6 focus on the work of God the Father.  The Father’s work and His activity in our age is for the 
praise of the glory of his grace.  Verses 7-12 focus on the things that we have and the work of God the 
Son.  It is for the purpose of the praise of his glory.  Verses 13-14 focus on the work of God the Holy 
Spirit, and it is for the praise of his glory.  The whole issue, the whole ball of wax, the whole activity has 
to do with God’s glory and his praise being manifested through the church, the body of Christ. 
 
Ephesians 1:6 – “… wherein (in his grace) he (God) hath made us accepted in the beloved.”  God’s grace 
has given us a place of absolute total acceptance before God Almighty.  And that acceptance is in the 
beloved – in Christ.   
 
That title, “the beloved”, is important.  Matthew 3:17 – “And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  Well, if you stand in Christ and you are accepted in the 
beloved, what is God’s attitude towards you?  He is well pleased with you, isn’t he?   
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Matthew 17:5 – “… This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.”  Well, if you are in 
Christ and you are accepted in the beloved, who is the one you should listen to?  Who should you focus 
on?  You should focus on Christ because he is the issue.  Colossians 1:13 
 

(Son 7-12)  

Ephesians 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; (Col 1:14) (1st 

redemption= spiritual)  

I want you to understand something about the payment that Christ made for your sins.  He didn’t just die 
– and that’s it.  Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, and as such, he suffered your eternal damnation.   
 
Now, I want you to get a couple passages and just look at what the Bible says.   We are talking now 

about the fact that Jesus Christ paid the price - he endured the full penalty for sin.  When it says that he 
was made “a propitiation” through faith in his blood, that word “blood,” especially when Paul uses it – “in 
whom we have redemption through his blood” – is one of those category terminologies.  That is one of 
those terms that represent a whole category of doctrine.  The doctrine that word represents is the 
doctrine of a sacrifice.   
 
In your notes, write down by Leviticus 17:11 that word “blood.”  I have given the blood for an atonement 
for the soul.  The blood represents the sacrifice, the sacrificial nature of His death, not just dying.  That is 
why Good News For Modern Man is completely wrong.  Every time that word “blood” appears, they 
translate it “death” or “died” and that is completely wrong.   
 
… and without shedding of blood there is no remission. (Hebrews 9:22) 
 
It takes a sacrifice to remit sins. (Leviticus 17:11)   

 
It is the blood that makes the atonement for the soul.  It is that sacrifice – the blood on the altar.  It is 
not just a man dying, but you take the blood and put it on the altar – a sacrifice for sin.   
 
Israel has no Temple, no altar, no sacrifice, today.   
 
When you see that term “blood” – We sing that song:  

 
Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing power? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 
Are you fully trusting in His grace this hour? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 
 
How do you get washed in the blood?  It is a propitiation through faith in His blood.  That’s how you get 

washed in the blood - by faith. The blood is the sacrifice.  
 
People get all bent out of shape sometimes.  They say, “Jesus Christ died on the cross. Now, where did 
his blood go?  If that is God’s blood, where did all that blood go?”  It went into the ground.  People get 
all upset about that.  But see, the issue is not that people are able to go get a splinter off the cross or a 
molecule of his physical blood.  The issue is what that word “blood” stands for.   
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In the Bible that word is describing the nature and character of the death Christ died.  He didn’t just die a 
tragic mistake and hence, a martyr.  He did not die like Albert Schweitzer said:  “He threw himself upon 
the wheel of time to try to force God’s hand.”  No, no, no.  He died as a payment, a sacrifice for your sin, 
and as such, he died for your sins.  
 
There is something about that in the Bible when you begin to enter in to what it means to endure, and to 
completely and fully pay the penalty of sin.  He endured the penalty of sin that you ought to endure in 
hell and the lake of fire for eternity.  That’s something!  That’s more than just dying.  That’s suffering the 
second death.  (2 Corinthians 5:21) 
 
Now, Ephesians and Colossians are especially kindred books.  I want you to compare a couple of 
passages with me.  Colossians 1:14.  Do you see how those verses are almost verbatim?  Now, look at 
Ephesians 1:10. 
 
Now when you are accepted in the beloved one, all alienation and all separation are gone.  Your 
separation from God is over with.  But more than that, you were alienated from the purpose and program 
of God, (Ephesians 2:11-12).  But now in Christ Jesus you are made near (Ephesians 2:13).  In verse 16, 
he reconciled us both unto God in one body.  There is a dispensational acceptance, but there is also that 
personal, individual acceptance before God also.  So, we are completely and totally accepted.  Look at 
Ephesians 3:12 
 
Ephesians 1:7 – “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of his grace.”  You not only have redemption through his blood, but you have the forgiveness 
of sins according to the riches of God’s grace.   
 
Do you know where hostility comes from in people?  I don’t know if you ever thought about that very 
much, but there are verses in the bible that tell you how to deal with anger.  There are two ways that 
people deal with anger, and I am talking about anger within yourself.  Anger is a natural emotion.  When 
we study Ephesians 4, you will see that anger is an emotion that God gave you as a motivating factor.  
 
Anger is good and can be handled in a proper way; and if it is handled in a proper way, it is right and 
good and a fantastic motivating factor to help you become motivated to do things you ought to do.   
There are a lot of instructions in the bible about how to handle other people’s anger that’s directed at 
you, but there are also a lot of instructions telling you how to handle your own anger. 
 
There are two simple reactions to anger.  One is to blow up, and the other is to clam up (repressive).  
Most people clam up and push it down inside, and the result is bitterness, resentment, hostility and that 
kind of thing.  You find yourself getting hostile and bitter and resentful, and the root of bitterness wells 
up in you.   
 
Have you ever been in a situation where somebody did something to you, and it was just a little thing, 
and yet you just blew up all over them?  Do you know why you do that?  You build a damn there, and 
you start repressing the anger and the hostility, and the hurt.  That comes from something happening to 
you that is an injustice.  It was wrong, and it shouldn’t have happened.  Then you feel sorry for yourself, 
and you begin to claim your rights.   
 
You never get angry in a sinful way except when you exercise self-pity, and then your conscience smites 
you and now you are guilty.  So, you repress that and you put it down, and pretty soon you have all this 
guilt, and repression, and bitterness, and hostility, and an unforgiving spirit, and all the rest.  And that 
comes from handling anger in an improper way.  You hold all that down, and it is like a kettle boiling with 
the lid jiggling, and you are hanging onto the handle trying to keep the lid from blowing off.  Then pretty 
soon you have to blow up.   
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You say, “Well, I know what I’ll do.  I’ll just go off where nobody can hear me and I’ll scream and 
scream.”  Or, you blow up at somebody.  But, you should take that anger, and use it as a motivating 
emotion that causes you to focus it the right way, which is to focus it at the problem, not at people.  
Focus your motivation and your energy at resolving the problem.  You say, “Well, how am I going to 
resolve all of that?”  Ephesians 1:7 says that you have “the forgiveness of sins”. 
 
Unresolved guilt, which is just simply the improper handling of your sinful responses, is one of the 
greatest emotional drains you will ever experience.  Most of the time, you will find out that the sins of 
your spirit go back to that issue.  Wrath, and malice, and evil speaking, and resentment, and bitterness 
all go back to that unresolved guilt.  Hebrews talks about that root of bitterness springing up in their 
hearts.  All of those things come from that issue of the unresolved guilt – the improper handling of your 
sinful responses. 
 
Now, you have other responses like covetousness and that kind of thing, but they are different.  You 
have forgiveness of sins, and the issue of forgiveness of sins allows you to take care of that unresolved 
guilt.  You do not have to leave it unresolved, but you can deal with it because you realize that Jesus 
Christ died for that guilt.  He said, “Blame me; I’m guilty!”  And he died.  So, do you know what you can 
do with all of those things?  You can let them go!  And when something happens to you, or when 
somebody does something to you and it is wrong and you get offended, you don’t have to pity yourself, 
and you don’t have to allow that sinful response of self-pity to dominate you.   
 
You can say, “Wait, I choose to be free from that, and I choose to live under grace, and I have been 
forgiven.  Jesus Christ, (an objective demonstration), paid for that, and I choose not to live under it.”  
That is freedom, and that is redemption, and that is why he said that we have redemption and 
forgiveness of sins.  He has taken care of everything that’s wrong with us.   
 
In the dictionary, the definition of “forgiveness” is “to release without harboring resentment”.  Isn’t that 
wonderful?  I would say, “He doesn't hold it against me anymore.”  Do you understand?  God has 
forgiven you. 
 
How do you forgive other people?  If you understand that God Almighty doesn't hold your sin against you 
anymore, (Ephesians 4:32 – “…forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”), 
can’t you then understand how to forgive?  If you understand that God doesn't hold your sin against you, 
can’t you be motivated not to hold other people’s sins against them?  Focusing on Christ makes the 
difference. 
 
Ephesians 1:7 – “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of his grace.”  Notice that the forgiveness of sins is according to the riches of his grace. 
 
Let’s go back a minute - there are two sinful responses, claming up and blowing up.  If you have to do 
one of them, then blow up!  It is a wrong sinful response, but at least it lets the pressure off.  You will be 
guilty about blowing up but then that is all you have to take care of.  They are both wrong; they are both 
sinful; but it is better for you to blow up than to clam up.  The guy that blows up might get a bad 
reputation, but he will never get an ulcer.  But, you do not have to do either one.  You can be angry and 
sin not.   
 
When we get to Ephesians 4, we will see a fantastic issue over there of taking what God’s done for you 
and allowing that to live in your life, in your relationship with others and with yourself. 
Turn to Colossians 2 regarding the issue of “forgiveness of sins”.  Colossians 2:13  
 
Ephesians 1:7 –“In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of his grace.”  It is unconditional forgiveness!  Well, then don’t come along and add conditions 
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to it!  The basis of our forgiveness of others is the same as the basis of our forgiveness by God.  Grace 
and love are by their very nature unconditional.   
 
Now, the doctrine of total forgiveness does not mean that sin doesn't make any difference in your life.  
We talked about that.  Sin affects your best personal adjustment.  It will destroy your testimony.  It will 
cause you to reap the consequences of bad decisions.  But listen, gentlemen, total forgiveness gives you 
the ability to do something that you could not do any other way, and that is to look at your sin and face 
it!  You don’t have to cover it up because God has already dealt with it, therefore, you can deal with it.  
You can admit it, and acknowledge it, and identify it, and deal with it, and progress away from it.  Why 
can you do that?  You can do that because you are forgiven! 
 
You don’t have to come to God as a daddy who is just waiting to whip you.  Have you ever seen a kid 
come to his daddy when he knew his daddy was ready to whack him?  I’ll tell you what you do in that 
situation.  You let that kid know that you love him, and that you are his daddy, and that it doesn't make 
any difference what he did.  You are his daddy, and you are the one to call if there is trouble.  Then do 
you know whom he will call?  He will call you!  Then, you go stand with him when there is trouble and 
you affirm that relationship.  Then, do you know whom he will call when he is in trouble?  He will call 
you.  Do you know whom he will love?  He will love you.  Do you know whom he will want to please?  He 
will want to please you.   
 
Well, if a kid will do that for his daddy, what do you think a believer will do for his God?  That’s it!  Total 
forgiveness is a tremendous ‘motivator’ when it is properly understood and properly appreciated, and 
recognized that it is according to the riches of his grace.   
 
Ephesians 1:7 – “In whom (the Lord Jesus Christ) we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, according to the riches of his grace.”  God set us free through the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus 
Christ at Calvary.   
 
I will point out to you again that the term “blood” in that verse is a reference to the sacrificial nature.  It 
is sort of a “coin of the realm” term in the bible that describes the nature of his death, and it has to do 
with the fact that his death at Calvary was a sacrifice.  It wasn’t that he just died, but he died for a 
specific purpose of paying the ransom for sin, paying your debt.  He died as your kinsmen redeemer. 
We studied those issues back in Romans 3. 
 
He also provides forgiveness of sins for you – absolute, complete, total forgiveness.  That is something 
that is wonderful to know about.  God does not hold our sins against us any longer.  The consequences 
of our sins have been sent away; they are completely gone as far as the justice of Almighty God is 
concerned.  That doesn't mean that sin doesn't have consequences in your life and in the effects that it 
produces, and the activities, and your testimony and that kind of thing, but it means as far as the justice 
of God is concerned, it is no longer offended with you.  And he says that the measure of it is according to 
the riches of his grace.   
 
Now, those words “according to” are used a number of times in the book of Ephesians, and they refer to 
a measurement.  Let’s say that I was downtown walking down the street panhandling because I didn’t 
have any money.  I asked a man to give me five dollars, and the man is a millionaire with untold 
resources.  Out of his wealth, he could give me five dollars.  But if he gave me “according to” his wealth, 
(proportionately to his wealth), I would get more than five bucks.  The point is that it is “according to the 
riches of his grace”.  There’s that financial term in here again that I pointed out to you before.  Paul uses 
those terms in these books.  The “riches of his grace” means God wants you to know the wealth that is 
yours in Christ.  He has blessed you according to the immeasurable, unfathomable riches of his amazing 
grace. 
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In Romans 5:20 he said, “But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.”  That shows you the 
security that you have in Christ.  No matter how much sin abounds, what does grace do?  It exceeds it; it 
meets the need and goes beyond.  It abounds; it goes beyond the need – absolute security in Christ and 
in his grace.  And, that is what you rest in, not what you did but what he has done for you.  Ephesians 
1:8-9  

 

Ephesians 1:8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and 
prudence;  (Son) 

Ephesians 1:9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: (God’s 

will for the universe) 

This revelation of this Mystery given to Paul takes us all the way back to Genesis 1:1 to tell us what God’s 
original plan was that He kept secret.  Here it is: Ephesians 1:10 
 
I get to reading these things, and I will tell you that these verses give me the ‘heebie geebies’.  I get 
excited when I read these verses because these things indicate that God has made us in Christ.  He has 
made us a part of his inner circle, and he has revealed things to us and given us wisdom.  He revealed 
his ultimate purpose to us.  God has taken his genius and he’s revealed that to us, and he wants us to 
rejoice in it with him!  In his grace, he has abounded toward us in all wisdom. 
 
Knowledge and wisdom are different in that “knowledge” is “knowing something”, but “wisdom” is 
“knowledge plus the ability to use that knowledge to the best advantage”.  And “prudence” is “insight, 
understanding”.   
 
God has given us wisdom and prudence, (how?), “Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fulness 
of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on 
earth; even in him” (Ephesians 1:9-10).  God has taken the mystery, the secret of his own genius, and 
he’s laid it out here for us.  He has made us a part of a special group of people, his inner circle, who have 
access; and we share the counsels of God. 
 
Ephesians 1:9 – “Having made known unto us the mystery of his will.”  We have been instructed.  Look 
at the blessings that you have.  He said, “We are blessed with all spiritual blessings.”  Then he starts in 
verse 3 and talks to you about being chosen in him.  You have been given a special position, chosen out, 
especially given this position, a special status, as members of the body of Christ.   
 
You have been predestinated, and given adoption, and given acceptance, and given freedom, and given 
forgiveness.  Now, you have been instructed.  You have been given inside information about the very 
purpose of God Almighty.  Folks, that motivates me, and I appreciate that.  I appreciate someone having 
such intimate contact with me that He will do that, and I don’t want to betray that confidence for 
anything and neither should you. 
 
I want you to look at a couple of verses about wisdom and prudence.  Ephesians 1:8-9 – “Wherein he 
hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; Having made known unto us the mystery of his 
will.”  Philippians 1:9, Colossians 1:9-10 
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Let’s go back and look at Ephesians 1:9-10 carefully now.  “Having made known unto us the mystery of 
his will.”  That “will” is the will of God the Father.  You want to compare that with chapter 3 because 
there is a different issue in chapter 3.  Ephesians 3:3 
 
Ephesians 1:9 – “Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 
which he hath purposed in himself.”  Well, if he purposed it in himself before the foundation of the world, 
that will match verse 4 – “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world.”  It 
will match 3:11 – “According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.”   
 
God’s original purpose was to populate an infinite universe with a people made in his own image that 
would be subject to Him as head, as Almighty Sovereign.  He purposes that in Christ, and he is going to 
accomplish that in the dispensation of the fulness of times in the ages to come. 
 
Notice that he calls it “the mystery” of his will.  That means nobody would ever have guessed this 
purpose if it hadn’t been revealed.  A mystery is something that you wouldn’t know about unless it was 
revealed to you. 
 
Ephesians 3:20 says, “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
think.”  You would not have even thought about this if he had not revealed it to you.  There are a lot of 
things you wouldn’t have thought about, and this is one of them.  You would never even have dreamed 
about doing it this way if God had not revealed it in his word.  And God has opened up his counsels and 
laid it out there for you and given it to you.  
 
Can you understand how Ephesians takes you up into some high and lofty territory?  Can you now 
understand why he started in Romans and laid the foundation, and made you become oriented in how 
grace operates today?  Do you understand the edification doctrines?  He lays that foundation in Romans, 
and he lays those four foundation stones, those footings, so you are oriented to how God’s grace has 
equipped you to operate as a member of the body of Christ.   
 
Then in Ephesians, he begins to build a super structure and he says, “Look at this house God is building 
and look what he is going to do with it in the ages to come.”   

 

Ephesians 1:10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth; even in him:  (Col 1:20)   

The thing that makes you and me one, that joins the body of Christ and makes us one with God’s 
purpose through the nation Israel is that cross.  God is going to use His earthly people and His earthly 
purpose to restore the earth back under His authority through that kingdom vested in Israel.  He will use 
His heavenly people and His heavenly purpose to bring the heavenly places back under His authority and 
headship through the body of Christ.  In the dispensation of the fullness of time, He will gather them 
together in one in Christ.   

 
What will make us one is not changing our status from body members to kingdom members, or from 
kingdom members to body members.  What will make us one is the cross. It is the fact that we are all 
going to get everything we have from God based upon what was done for us on that cross.  The cross of 
Calvary is the center of everything God does in both programs.  Paul called it “the preaching of the cross” 
- the proclaiming of all that was accomplished there at Calvary.  
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Think about the expression, fullness of times.  That is when time will be brought to its fullness, when the 
purpose for which God created time will have been accomplished.  That will occur in the Ages to Come.  
 
From Adam to the end of the millennium is a period of seven thousand years.  The Dispensation of the 
Fullness of Times will be a period of thirty-three thousand years.  That adds up to a period of forty 
thousand years to fulfill time. The number 40 in your Bible is the number of testing.  The purpose for 
which time was created was to fill the universe with a perfect creation that willingly chose, (voluntarily, of 
its own free will), to serve, worship, love, and honor God Almighty because of who He is—to look at Him, 
and say, I love you because you love me.  That is the purpose for which creation was established.  There 
is a period of probation, (testing), in which that purpose is brought to fruition.  At the end of that 
Dispensation of the Fullness of Times in the Ages to Come, eternity will begin.  
 
In Deuteronomy 7:9, Israel is promised one thousand generations of possession and rule of their land.  A 
perfect generation in the Bible would be the age of the Lord Jesus Christ—thirty-three years. 
 
Leviticus 12:2 speaks of a woman having a man-child after which she will be unclean for forty days:  
seven days, a division, then thirty-three more days.  This is based on using types, and I don’t demand 
that you understand that, or believe it.  I just tell you what I think about it.  You don’t have to get into 
that if you don’t want to.  However, the key to the Dispensation of the Fullness of Times is that that is 
when God is going to establish His authority in the government of the universe.  See Colossians 1:20. 
 
In the Dispensation of the Fullness of Times, the eternal purpose that God the Father purposed in His 
Son will be brought to pass. 
 
1.  Adam to Moses   Dispensation of Promise 
2.  Moses    Dispensation of Law 
3.  Paul     Dispensation of Grace 
4.  After Rapture   Dispensation of the Kingdom 
5.  After Kingdom   Dispensation of the Fullness of Times—Eternity 
 
Each one of these dispensations is introduced by an introductory period in which there is a transition.  
For example:  Before Adam gets the promise, (before the fall), he was in the Garden of Eden.  Before the 
dispensation of Promise starts, there is a transition into it—an introductory period.  Promise is introduced 
by the time man was in the garden fellowshipping with God. 
 
The Dispensation of the Fullness of Times is introduced by the Millennium.  Have you ever thought about 
the fact that the first chapter of Luke says that Jesus Christ is going to reign for ever and ever?  Scripture 
says, “Of His kingdom there shall be no end.”  Does the one thousand years come to an end?  Sure it 
does. Of His kingdom there shall be no end, so it will not last just a thousand years.  The thousand years 
is just the beginning.  After the thousand years, the Great White Throne Judgment takes place where all 
of the lost and the damned of the ages are thrown out of the kingdom, and put into hell.  Only the 
redeemed go into the new heaven and the new earth.  Paul talks about the Ages to Come in Ephesians 
2:7.  It is plural:  ages.  The Dispensation of the Fullness of Times is one of those ages to come.  Then 
comes Eternity.  
 
Repeatedly Paul does that:  (Ephesians 3, Colossians 1), “heaven and earth.”  He keeps going back over 
to Genesis 1:1, and says God was doing something before that; and it affects the whole thing.  When you 
come to Genesis 1:1, you will begin to have God reveal to you what His purpose and His plans and His 
intents, and His goals, and His program is.  You read about His program for the earth until you come to 
Paul; then you read about His program for heaven.  You find out why He kept it secret until then. 
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Now, let us think about this.  This is the last dispensation out here in the future, and it’s called the 
“fulness of times.”  Here’s a dispensation in which God's purpose for time is going to be brought to 
fulness.  You see, we’re learning something here in Ephesians  from Paul about Genesis 1:1.   
 
All right: what are the things He put in heaven?  Governmental authorities.  What are the things He put 
on the earth?   Governmental authorities.  And He’s going to gather them all under one Ruler, Jesus 
Christ, "… even in Him.“  You see, He created all these positions so that Christ could be the supreme 
Head over a government.  Now, you want to write this down: 
 
The main issue, the main theme in the Bible is the authority of a throne over the universe. 
 
You hear talk about the “conflict of the ages,” what the devil is trying to do; what God is doing.  The 
ultimate, bottom-line issue from Genesis 1:1 and after has been the authority of a throne over the 
universe.  You know that’s the issue today in human relationships: who is going to run things. You know 
that.  That characterizes the struggle between husbands and wives; parents and children; employers and 
employees; neighbors and neighbors.  People act like God wouldn’t have anything to say about any of 
that.  That didn’t catch Him by surprise.  
 
But in this universe that God made there’s a problem with this government in the heavens and in the 
earth.  You know what the problem is?   Look at Ephesians chapter two.  Ephesians 2:1-2 
 
Everything begins in Christ, and everything ends in Christ.  He is the foundation of everything that is 
going on.  (That is why the man put the “Eternal Foundation” as the first point in that outline we just 
discussed.)   
 
Everything that you will find out about your wealth and your riches will be that you get them all in Christ.  
The spiritual position of the believer today is in union with Christ.  You have been totally identified with 
the Lord Jesus Christ, so much so that we are going to see passages where he talks about Christ, and he 
is really talking about the body of Christ.  Do you understand how that works?  You are in such living 
union with him. 
 
Ephesians 1:9-10.  “Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 
which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fulness of times (what is the mystery 
of his will, his purpose?) he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth; even in him.”  Do you see that?  The mystery of God the Father’s will has to do 
with the fact that he is going to gather together all things in one.  He is going to head up all things under 
one head, and that head is the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
How will he do it?  He will take all things on the earth and head them up under Christ, but also all things 
in heaven.  Now, how is he going to head up all things on the earth in Christ?  You know that!  Doesn't 
he have a kingdom nation, an earthly people to do that?  Yes he does.   
 
But now, he also has a heavenly people, a new man, a new creation, a different kind of humanity, (that 
never was even dreamed of before), to take his place in the positions in the heavenly places.  They will 
reign in the heavenlies and establish the authority and the headship of Jesus Christ up there just like 
Israel will on the earth.   
 
God the Father’s will is to make everything, in the ages to come, centered in one thing, and that’s his Son 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  That is fantastic to me!  That is something that God the Father has planned all 
along and something that we are given the privilege to understand, and to appreciate, and to be a part 
of. 
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Now, let’s look at something regarding the dispensation of the fulness of times.  Verse 21 – “Far above all 
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, 
but also in that which is to come.”  He is talking about the “but now”.  Then, when he talks about the 
“ages to come” (2:7) there is the millennium, the Great White Throne Judgment (the heaven and earth 
flee away).  After that, there is a new earth and a new heaven out here wherein dwelleth righteousness.  
The dispensation of the fulness of time brings time to an end.  It accomplishes the purpose of God in 
time, and it has to do with the millennium, and after that, the dispensation of the fulness of time. 
 
Now, I don’t know how long that is going to last.  I do know some things about it though.  Maybe I 
should say that I don’t know much about it.  We talked one time about the nature of the universe, and I 
tried to show you some things about how the bible takes the tabernacle in the Old Testament and 
describes the shape and structure of the universe based on that pattern.  There are things involved in 
that tabernacle that are patterns for the universe.  Leviticus 12 is a very interesting ordinance with regard 
to a woman that bears a man child.  Leviticus 12:1-4 
 
He is going to make everything center in Christ.  That is the key for you to understand.  He is going to 
gather all things together under the headship of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Look at verses 20-22 and notice 
something about all things being gathered together in one.  He is talking about his mighty power.   
 
Compare Colossians 1 with Ephesians 1:10.  In Ephesians 1:10 he says that he is going to gather 
together all things which are in heaven and which are in earth. 
Can you quote Genesis 1:1 for me?  “IN the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”   
 
Do you remember Mr. Stam’s book The Twofold Purpose of God, where he says that there is a purpose in 
heaven and there is a purpose in earth?  Years ago, that started me thinking.  He said, “At the that cross 
there is a twofold purpose, one is the mystery purpose and one is the prophetic purpose.”  One is the 
purpose that has to do with the heavens, and one is the purpose that has to do with the earth.  And the 
cross, and the resurrection, and the ascension, and the coming of the Holy Spirit, and everything Christ 
did back there had a purpose that had to do with the body of Christ and a purpose that had to do with 
the earth.   
 
Here’s another passage.  They all tie together.  Colossians 1:16 
 
If they have to be gathered together, that implies that there has been a scattering.  It implies that there 
is disorder among the “all things” today, and so there is.  So, Christ is going to put everything in order 
and gather it all back together in an orderly fashion. 
The end of verse 10 says, “even in him.”  It is the design, the eternal purpose of God the Father to make 
everything center in Jesus Christ. 
  
In Philippians 2:5-8, he tells you about the cross, Christ dying in shame and disgrace.  Verses 9-11 – 
“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  It 
will be a great day!  So, we get our inheritance in Christ.  We have obtained the inheritance due to our 
sharing his sonship status. 
 
There is a oneness that God is going to affect in the creation.  Turn to Acts 20.  That’s going to explain a 
couple of verses for you.  God is going to take possession of a redeemed universe through his saints.  
Now all of the saints are not ‘body saints’.  Some of the saints are ‘Israel saints’, ‘kingdom saints’.  All of 
the saints are not ‘kingdom saints’, some of the saints are ‘body saints’.  Do you understand?  But, we 
are all part of his one kingdom.  Do you got that straight in your mind?  That is something that a lot of 
dispensationalists, a lot of grace people, never understand.  They get all bent out of shape when you 
mention Christ as king today.  If you sing a hymn that has “Christ as king” in it, some people get all bent 
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out of shape.  Well, if he is not the head of the heavenly government and you are not a participant in it, 
brother, then you can’t be an ambassador because an ambassador is a representative of a foreign head 
of state.  So, he is the rightful king of the universe. 
 
The term “headship” (head over the heavenly government) is a term that speaks of ‘rulership’.  The 
position that a king holds is the position of the head of a government.  So, we are participants in his 
heavenly kingdom.  Now, that being true, we participate with the saints of the ages in that activity.  Acts 
20:32 

 

Ephesians 1:11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will: (Predestinated) 

Ephesians 1:11  In whom also we have obtained an inheritance,  [That inheritance out there, a joint 

inheritance with Christ.] being predestinated [Having that inheritance and that destiny already 
predetermined.] according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 
 
That is that purpose that He had in eternity past—to form that body, and to use it out there in the ages 
to come.  God has a purpose for you.  You are involved in the plan and purpose of God when you get in 
Christ.  You have all that; in Christ you have it.  Predestination, don't forget it, is something that applies 
to saved people; and it talks about what God is going to do with saved people.  It is not talking about 

God in eternity past predestinating and predetermining a bunch of events to take place in the world.  It is 
talking about people that He predestinates according to a purpose.  Romans 8:30. 
 
When you read, in the bible, about the will of God for your life, it has to do with what God is doing in the 
world today.  What is God’s purpose today?  His purpose is in forming the church, the body of Christ.  As 
you by faith trust Christ, he puts you into the body of Christ, and now you are a part of what God is 
doing, and you need to find out what the purpose of the body of Christ is on planet earth.  

 
What is the purpose that God has for the body of Christ?  How should a member of the body of Christ 
function and live in the circumstances of life?  How should he function and live as a father, or a husband, 
or an employer, or a pastor?  Find out, and then you function that way.   
 
You see, he doesn't say that a member of the body of Christ shouldn’t live in Chicago.  (I wish he had!)  
The issue is not that!  God is forming the body of Christ, but he is not manipulating circumstances.  The 

doctrine that is in us lives out of us.  Colossians 1:9-10 
 
In verse 11 he says that in Christ “also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according 
to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.”  The phrases “the counsel 
of his own will”, “his good pleasure which he purposed in Christ”, and all those things are talking about 
the counsel and the wisdom and the will and the plan and the program of God.  We have had the 
counsels of God opened up to us.  Does that thrill you?  That is what God’s grace has done for you.  You 

have special knowledge and wisdom that nobody else ever had in the bible. 
 
Remember what wisdom and prudence are in Ephesians 1:8.  Wisdom is knowledge plus the ability to 
use it to the best advantage.  Have you ever heard of a prudent man?  He has insight in the situation; he 
has insight and understanding of things, not just knowing something and not even just wisdom, but he 
has real insight to look to the heart of things.  God has abounded to us in all wisdom.  He has given us 
the ability, not just to know something but to take these things that we know and use them to the best 
advantage.  Do you follow that?  He has given you insight.   
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Look at 1 Corinthians concerning God making known to us the secret of his will, God taking us into his 
innermost circle and opening up his counsels to us and saying, “Hey fellows, this is what my plan is.”   
1 Corinthians 2:6-7 
 
I talked to you about “the mystery of the Father’s will” having to do with that large overall purpose that 
God has in bringing the heavens and the earth back under his authority and his headship by making the 
Lord Jesus Christ the head of all things.  In verse 10, in the dispensation of the fulness of times he 
gathers together in one all things.  That means he gathers all things together that are in heaven and in 
earth under one head, and that head is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
We went over the “all things” in the last lesson, and I tried to show you that those “all things” in heaven 
and earth go back to Genesis 1:1 and Colossians.  The comparison passage is Colossians 1:16-20.  It is 
very important that you understand this passage, so we will go through it.  Then when we go back to 
Ephesians, you will see how it matches up.  The “all things” in Ephesians 1:10 is amplified in verses 21-22 
as being the principalities, powers, might, and dominions, and every name that is named in the heavenly 
places. 
 
Notice that it says, “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance.”  In other words, this is an additional 
blessing.  Not only do we share his election, not only have we been predestinated, not only do we have 
the adoption of children, not only do we have acceptance, not only are we free and forgiven and 
instructed and been made part of the inner circle of God’s counsel and will, but we have been enriched.  
We have been made rich and given an inheritance.  He has given us all this wealth – also an heir of the 
universe.  You are a joint heir with Christ, and Hebrews 1:2 says that he is heir of all things.  That’s 
pretty good!  That is some status that God has given you.  So, can’t you act like that?  You go around 
acting like a moral pigmy and a spiritual pauper.  Your God is the righteous God of heaven and earth. 
How dare you be anything less.  How dare you act like a son of Adam.   
 
Ephesians 1:11 – “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, (in Christ), being predestinated 
according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.”  This 
inheritance is something that we have been predestinated to, and it has to do with adoption. 
 
Notice, the counsel, his will, the purpose of him who works, is talking about God’s sovereign free will, 
God’s volition.  God has a program.  He has a purpose, a plan, a work.  We have a pre-planned salvation.  
The salvation that we are a part of is a salvation that God Almighty pre-planned in eternity past back 
there.   
 
Now, verse 11 is sometimes misunderstood.  Some people imply that everything that goes on in the 
world today is predetermined, prefixed, and is the absolute will that God in eternity past determined 
would happen.  Some people read that verse like this – God in eternity past, in the counsel of his own 
will, determined everything that was going to happen; and nothing happens in time that God Almighty 
didn’t determine and predetermine and cause to happen.  Not only that he foreknew it was going to 
happen, but he determined everything that happened.  He purposed it all, and nothing happens that isn’t 
exactly what he wanted to happen.   
 
People will say, “Do you see that fly flying around the building?  Well, God determined before the 
foundation of the world that that would happen, and there is nothing you can do about it.”  And that is 
just a bunch of bunk!  As soon as you say that God predetermined everything that was going to happen 
in this universe, and nothing happens except what he purposed would happen, and that he is working 
every detail out in the universe, and every single detail and decision that you make is something that God 
determined and that he is working in you after the counsel that he determined in the ages past, then you 
are saying that every time you sin, God’s sins.  If that is true, who is responsible for your sin?  God is.  
Let me tell you something – there isn’t anybody responsible for your sin except you.  God never 
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determined, planned, or purposed that you sin one time.  God has made you a part of a total victory 
program over sin.  If it had been his will for you to sin, he wouldn’t have done that.  If that were the 
case, you would have been “in his will” all along, and he would never have rejected you.   
The counsel of his will is not something that is irresistible and all pervasive.  The counsel of God’s will is a 
description of God’s plan, and his purpose, and his program, and what he’s doing.  Somebody might say, 
“Does that mean everything else is left to chance?”  Without that, it would be.  But, folks, when God is 
working, it isn’t chance.  You have a sinful creation, and God is at work with a restoration program. 
 
Acts 20:27 – “For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.”  Now, tell me 
something – did he tell them every detail about what they were going to have for lunch the day after 
tomorrow?  Did he tell them anything about you and me in 1986 at Berean Bible Society studying the 
book of Acts and reading that passage?  Well, if all the counsel of God encompasses every detail of life, 
wouldn’t he have had to do that?  The counsel of God is a description of God’s plan, and purpose, and 
work, and activity, and program.  It is not a prefixed determination about every little detail that you are 
doing.   
 
There are some theologians that want to box God up and make him a little ‘bitty’ thing and put him in 
their back pocket and sit on him, but you are not going to do that with the God of the bible.  Everything 
that happens in your life isn’t something that God is responsible for.  The brethren that say that God 
Almighty predetermined every detail in your life, and God is working according to the counsel of his will, 
have a good motive.  They are trying to make God big.  They are trying to make him so big that nothing 
can happen except what he determines is going to happen.  But there is a big difference between God 
determining that you are going to sin and his being responsible for the sin because he fixed it so you 
couldn’t do anything but sin.  There is a big difference between that and God, in his free will and volition, 
setting up a system that gives you the ability to determine what your destiny is, and what you are going 
to do, and whether you are going to sin or not sin, and giving you an ability to have that liberty and 
freedom.   
 
If God chose to set the system up that way, he is just as big as if he did it the other way.  In fact, he is 
bigger if he didn’t make you a robot than if he did.  It doesn't take any genius to control a robot.  You 
just set it on its course, and then you go to sleep, and it does what it’s supposed to do.  But, God 
Almighty is not that way.  He knows all the possibilities, and he knows everything you would have done if 
you hadn’t done what you did.  He fixed it so that no matter what you choose to do, and no matter how 
you make it work out in your own mind, his word comes through right on the money.  His plan works 
right on through, and he works what he does according to the thing he determined to do back there.  He 
is going to do what he determined to do.  That’s important! 
Turn to Luke 7.  The counsel of his will is not irresistible.  Luke 7:30 
 
I am trying to say to you that the issue of the counsel of God isn’t what theologians try to tell you that it 
is.  Now, I hate to keep harping about that, but I know you will run across it.  In your ministry, you will 
hear people say the following, and you said it a thousand times yourself.  You rode down the street and 
something happened – you got a flat tire, or you stumped your toe, or you did some foolish thing in life.  
Then you said, “I wonder why God let that happen.  I wonder why God did that to me.  I wonder why 
God put that across my path.”  And all you are doing is just blowing smoke out the window when you say 
that.  Your assumptions are that God has predetermined every individual event in creation.   
 
He foreknew it all, and he fixed it so that he is so wise and omniscient and omnipotent that it doesn't 
make any difference which one of them come to pass, his word is going to come out right.  If you want 
to respond to the details of life that come your way according to the counsel of God, you get in that 
book.  You respond to them on the basis of sound doctrine, not on the basis of superstitious heathenism 
that attributes every evil act in the world to God Almighty and goes out and tries to placate him by self-
sacrifices.  Do you understand that?   
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When someone is ill and we pray for them and ask for God’s will to be done, we are praying that His 
purpose in the church, the body of Christ, will be accomplished and that the individual’s participation in it 
will be accomplished.  How is God going to heal the bodies of the church, the body of Christ?  He is going 
to heal them in the rapture, isn’t he?  Why would he heal them sooner?  There isn’t any reason.  Is he 
going to validate his word?  What verse is it going to validate?  What verse is it going to make “more 
sure”?  
 
Back in the kingdom program there were verses that said that when that kingdom comes in they are 
going to get a physical body on a physical earth in a physical planet racked with sickness, and my people 
are not going to be sick.  I am the Lord God that healeth thee; you keep my commandments and I’ll take 
your sickness away.  He does it back here; he demonstrates that he’s the one who will bring the kingdom 
in.   
 
Well, what demonstration would there be like that today?  There wouldn’t be any.  There is not a verse in 
Paul’s Epistles that ever tells you that God is going to heal your physical body short of the rapture.  When 
you pray for people, you don’t need to pray that God would heal them and take their illness away.  But, 
when you pray for them, you want to pray in line with how God prays.  He doesn't pray God make them 
well, or God keep them from poverty.   
 
God never promised to shield you, as a member of the body of Christ, from pain or poverty.  He did 
promise to give you spiritual perception and to build real Christian character from his word resident in 
your soul.  2 Corinthians 4:16 – “ … but though our outward man perish, yet the inner man is renewed 
day by day.  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory.”  If you got your body healed, do you know what would happen?  God would be 
stealing rewards from you at the judgment seat of Christ, and that doesn’t make sense, does it?  You 
know God would not do that to you.   
 
Folks, the programs are different.  The program in time past is one program, and now we have a 
different program.  Our physical healing comes at the rapture when we get a new body that will be 
different from anything we ever saw before.  And God, in the meantime, withdrew the healing program 
and replaced it with something far better because he takes even our bodily afflictions that we suffer now 
and rewards us for them in the heavenlies.  He says, “We groan and travail in pain with creation until 
now.”  The reason the healing hasn’t come is because the kingdom hasn’t come.  In order for him to 
extend the day of grace a little longer and for us to serve him, our outward flesh, our old man, begins to 
wear out and it experiences pain.  It gets sick and it degenerates.  The natural degeneration of sin and 
the natural consequences of sinful behavior and bad choices get you.  He says, “But, you know I will take 
even that bodily suffering that you suffer just because I leave you here, and I will reward you for that at 
the rapture.”   
 
Do you know what that does?  That changes all that stuff.  You look not at the things that are seen, but 
at the things that aren’t seen – heavenly things.  Then all of the sudden you get a different perspective 
on all of that.  Do you see how that changes?  You get that mind of Christ, and you think like God thinks.  
It is a different kind of thing today.   
 
Ephesians 1:11 – “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the 
purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.” 
 
By the way, if anybody gets sick today and doesn't die, can’t he praise God for having mercy on him?  He 
can because the wages of sin is death; and if you got what you deserved, you would die.  When you get 
a cold, you ought to die from that cold.  You ought not to get well.  But, both the saved man and the lost 
man get well from a cold.  Rain falls on the just and unjust alike today.  Those are indiscriminate 
provisions that God has put in creation.  And, you can thank God for his blessing; you can thank God for 
the flowers, and the food, and the blessings of living where you live, and for the blessings of life.  You 
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can thank God for your getting well.  And that old unsaved man ought to thank God for it because every 
good and perfect gift comes from above; and if Satan had his way, you would all be dead.   
 
So, God put those divine laws for the establishment of creation in the race into action, and you can thank 
God that they operate and work.  You can thank God that righteousness exalts a nation.  And you better 
be sure that sin is a reproach to any people, and it will destroy a nation.  You will live to see that in the 
next fifty years, if you live that long.  That’s how God’s principles reward and judge nations – the natural 
consequences of their actions.   
 
In Ephesians 1:9-11, he says that he now made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his 
eternal counsel.  In other words, there is an advancement in information.  Paul has gotten some 
advanced information, now, in the book of Ephesians that brings to a conclusion the revelation of the 
mystery truth.   
 
The book of Acts begins in about 33 AD and extends over to about 63 AD.  In Acts 2, you have 
Pentecost.  You run up to Acts 7 and then the fall of Israel takes place and the diminishing of Israel goes 
from Acts 7 to Acts 28.  The book of Ephesians is written at the close of the book of Acts.    
 
We have the Prison Epistles and what we call the Acts Epistles – Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, and 
Thessalonians.  We call them the “Acts Epistles” because they were written in the Acts period.    
And the Prison Epistles, (Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians), were written after the book of Acts. 
 
Paul gets saved in Acts 9, and from that time onward, as Israel diminishes away, the Lord Jesus Christ 
reveals to Paul new information, mystery truth.  That revelation begins to be given to Paul and that 
revelation covers a period of time.  It does not come instantaneously.  He comes to visions and 
revelations of the Lord between Acts 9 and Acts 28.  And just as Israel is falling and diminishing away, so 
the mystery information is advancing.  And just as Israel is going away and Israel’s program is being set 
aside, so mystery truth is coming on the scene.   
 
So, when you come to the end of the book of Acts, you not only have done away with the nation Israel 
as an entity before God, and as any issue before God, (as demonstrated in the book of Acts), but you 
also come into some advancement in truth, understanding, revelation.  Paul has more information over 
here because at the time he gets through the book of Ephesians, the completion of the mystery of the 
revelation has been given.  He has some details about what God is going to accomplish with the body of 
Christ in the ages to come that he didn’t have back in Acts 19 when he was with them. 
 
He was there in Acts 19, but now, over here, he has some information about what God is going to do 
with the body of Christ.  The body of Christ starts with Paul, and it goes over here.  In 1 Corinthians 
13:10, he says, “But when that which is perfect come, then that which is in part shall be done away.”  
The completion of mystery truth is here.  Now we have advanced information about what God is going to 
do with the body of Christ in the ages to come that he didn’t have back here. 

 

Ephesians 1:12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first 
trusted in Christ.  (1st group trusted= first trusted) 

“ . . . As he hath chosen us” in Christ “before the foundation of the world,” and the context says, “ . . . 
that we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.”  There’s the issue: trusting in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Verse 7 of Chapter 2 gives another reason why we have been chosen in Him before 
the foundation of the world:  Ephesians 2:7 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=49.1.9-49.1.11|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.2.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.7.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.28.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.9.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.9.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.28.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.19.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.19.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.13.10|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.13.10|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.2.7|_AUTODETECT_|


That is the purpose for which we are made an inheritance – “that you should be to the praise of his 
glory.”  The end of the verse says, “who first trusted in Christ.”  That is a verse that will be used on you 
from time to time to try to prove that the body of Christ began before Paul.   
 
Romans 16:7 and Acts 26:18 are two verses that people try to use on you sometimes in conjunction with 
Ephesians 1:12,13 – “That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.  In whom 
ye also trusted.”  In other words, these people trusted Christ, and then the Ephesians trusted Christ later 
on.  Do you see that?  People will say that “we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in 
Christ” refers to the Acts 2 bunch.  “In whom ye (Ephesians) also trusted”, and you all came in later on.   
Romans 16:7, Acts 26:18 
 
Ephesians 1:12 – “That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.”  Look at the 
“we” there.  Was Paul one of the people who first trusted in Christ?  Well, what does the verse say?  The 
verse says that he was – “That we should be to the praise of his glory, who (we) first trusted in Christ.”  
Then what is Ephesians talking about?  Is it talking about somebody that trusted Christ before Paul or 
after Paul?  It is talking about somebody who trusted Christ after Paul.  He is talking about a bunch of 
people, and he says, “We trusted in Christ over here, and you guys trusted him later.”  He is not talking 
about somebody who trusted him before Paul.  He is saying, “In whom we first trusted.”   
 
Paul was a pattern to them, which should hereafter believe on him, (trust Christ).  There are some 
people at Ephesus, in Acts 19, that trust Christ, right?  Paul spends two years with those people, 
preaching to them and teaching them in the school of Tyrannus.  He ministers to those people for two 
years.  They trusted Christ and got saved and established a church, and they are out witnessing; and the 
word of God goes all over Asia Minor from that assembly.  They first trusted in Christ. Now, there are 
some people at Ephesus who trusted Christ after those people did, after Paul left.  Ephesians 1:15  
   
Ephesians 1:12 – “That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye 
also …”  He said, “We are all a part of the same thing.  We got saved first, and now you guys are in it.  
Now we are all in one body.”  He is not talking about people back over yonder.  You don’t need to run 
over to Roman 16, and Acts 26, and Acts 20 and pick up a couple verses over there that you don’t 
understand anyway, and try to make out like they fit Ephesians 1:12.  They don’t fit! 
 
Ephesians 1:12 is talking about when Paul was there.  He is not talking about the twelve apostles and all 
those dudes back yonder.  He is talking about Paul, (who we first trusted Christ), Paul and the people 
that believed in Christ at Ephesus when he was there preaching to them.  And now these Ephesians that 
he is writing to now, later on, got saved.   
 
 
 

(Holy Spirit 13-14) 

Ephesians 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, 
ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,  

 (believed & trusted) (2nd group trusted) 

Notice:  There is an order in that verse.  By the way, new Bibles re-translate this verse for textual and 
translation reasons.  They say that it should not read, “after that” but “upon believing.”  There really is no 
difference in the meaning.  The reason the King James translators say “after that” is not because they 
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were trying to make a long time lag (i.e. you believe here and then it happens over there) but they are 
trying to emphasize that the sealing of the Holy Spirit takes place on the basis of faith.  Those that re-
translate that phrase do not believe that.  They believe in a doctrine that says you must be regenerated 
and then have faith, etc.  That is typical Calvinistic doctrine of irresistible grace, etc. This passage is very 
tough on that kind of thinking. 
 
You trust Christ after you hear the Word of the truth – the gospel of your salvation.  You first hear the 
Word.  Do you remember Romans 10? (Romans 10:14)  You hear the gospel; then you believe the 
gospel.  After you believe the gospel, the Holy Spirit seals you.  The way a person is baptized into Christ 
and when a person is baptized into Christ:  after he hears the gospel – after he believes the gospel, then 
God the Holy Spirit baptizes him and seals him (puts him into living union with Christ) so that union is 
permanent.  It cannot be altered.  It happens after you believe in Christ.  It does not take three years to 
happen, it happens right after you believe.  Romans 8:9 says if you don’t have the Spirit of Christ you are 
none of his.  It does not take three year or six weeks; this teaches an order.  You believe and then you 
are baptized into the one body of Christ. 
 
You believe the gospel.   For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it 
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. (1 Corinthians 1:21)  God justifies 
you and when he justifies you, then he imputes eternal life to you, then he is free to baptize you into 
Christ, then he is free to seal you permanently there.  All that takes place when you trust him. 
It doesn’t mean that before the foundation of the world it took place in you.  At the point I trusted Christ 
as my Saviour (that night) I began to be one with him.  Prior to that I was lost; prior to that I had no 
association with Calvary.  But when I got in Christ, then I began to share and participate in everything 
Christ ever did. 
 
Did you get the order there?   First you heard the Word.  After you heard the gospel, what did you do?   
You believed the gospel.  And after you believed the gospel, God the Holy Spirit sealed you.   Can it be 
any clearer what the order of activity there is?   I don't think so.  Galatians 3:2 
 
Couldn’t it be that there were some people at Ephesus that got saved after Paul left in Acts 19 – people 
that he hadn’t met, but that he heard about?  Wouldn’t that make sense?  Sure it would.  Do you need to 
take “at Ephesus” out and have a circular epistle running around with no name on it?  No, you don’t need 
to do that.  Somebody may say, “Yeah, but Paul doesn't give them any personal greetings.”  Yes he does.  
Ephesians 6:21 
 
Now, notice verse 13 – “In whom (in Christ) ye also trusted…”  They trusted in Christ; they got saved.  
How do you get saved?  You trust in Christ.  That is a great gospel verse.  Continuing – “ … after that ye 
heard the word of truth.”  You will never trust Christ until you first hear the word of the truth of the 
gospel.   
 
“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom 
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” First, you heard the word, 
then you believed the word.  After you believed the word, then you were sealed by the Holy Spirit.  Hear 
the word, believe the word, and then get sealed by the Holy Spirit. 
   
“ … in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.”  Often times 
you hear people complain about the translation of that phrase “after that ye believed”.  They say, “It 
should be in whom also when you believe, you were sealed.”  Well, when he says “after that ye 
believed”, he’s not implying a long time lag as if at one time you believe, and then six months later you 
get sealed.  That isn’t the issue at all.  He is emphasizing the fact that the ‘sealing’ takes place on the 
basis of faith.  You receive the Spirit of God on the basis of faith.  Galatians 3:2 
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Ephesians 1:14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. 
(Sealed until the day of resumption) (2nd redemption= body) 

“Which is the earnest”—the down payment.  In Romans terminology, the earnest is the first fruits.  The 
Spirit of God by which you and I are sealed into Christ in Ephesians, is called in Romans 8, the Spirit of 
adoption, the Spirit of Christ.  He is the first fruit. He is the earnest.  He is the down payment.  He is the 
foretaste of our inheritance.  He is the promise given to us that God is going to make good on us getting 
the inheritance.   
 

If I buy a piece of property and make a down payment, I have put down earnest money.  It is called 
earnest money in the contract that is used today to buy a house.  It is not an archaic word that nobody 
understands.  Some people will tell you that it is.  They just never bought any property or they never 
used a sales contract in DuPage County, Illinois.   It is a down payment.  We put that money down and 
we say:  this is earnest money; it is our pledge to come across with the rest of it at the appointed time. 
 
God puts His Spirit in us, and He seals us with His Spirit into Christ.  He puts His Spirit in us and He says:  
my Spirit is the earnest—the down payment—of the inheritance that will be yours.   
 
Notice what it says:  “which is the earnest of our inheritance, until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, unto the praise of his glory.”  The rapture is called the day of redemption.  That is the day 
when He comes back and takes His body out of this world, and takes it up there to be with Him.  The 
Holy Spirit is God's pledge that He is going to keep you and take you up there.   Romans 8:16 says:  
Romans 8:16 
 
Here’s the purchased possession, the church the body of Christ.  That purchased possession, according to 
verse 11, is predestinated “according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of 
his own will” unto an inheritance.  We do not have the inheritance yet; we are predestinated; we are 
marked out as those who are going to receive the inheritance.  The Holy Spirit of God is given to us as an 
earnest, as a down payment, as a promissory pledge, as a guarantee that we will get that inheritance, 

which we have not received as yet.   
 
But, we’re as good as having received it because we have the Holy Spirit who makes that a reality in our 
life now.  The Holy Spirit is the earnest, the down payment of the inheritance in the heavenly places until 
the redemption of the purchased possession, until the redemption of the body of Christ, that is until the 
redemption of our body – a future reference to the resurrection of Christ.  Ephesians 4:30. 
 

Ephesians 1:14 – “Which is the earnest of our inheritance (the Holy Spirit) until the redemption of the 
purchased possession.”  The body of Christ is the purchased possession.  You are the purchased 
possession.  The redemption of the purchased possession is future; that is the future aspect of the 
redemption of our body that we studied about in the last lesson – going out (the adoption).  That 
redemption of our body is assured; it is a sure thing.  That is security, gentlemen.  When he says in 
Ephesians 1:7, “In whom we have redemption”, we right now possess the freedom and the liberty, where 
over there it will be taken out. 

 
Now, you are free from the law.  You have been redeemed.  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the 
law.  He said, “Stand fast in the liberty where Christ had made you free.”  You have been redeemed from 
the law program, and he has put you under the grace program.  You are free from Satan, translated out 
of darkness into the kingdom of God’s dear Son.  You are free from the world; you have been delivered 
from the world, but you are also free from sin, personal individual sin.  You do not have to sin anymore.  
People say, “Oh, you are a heretic!”  I’m not!  When you have an evil disposition, it is because you want 
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to have one.  You don’t have to have one.  You have been redeemed!  You have been set free because 
Jesus Christ paid the price!  Ephesians 1:7 
 
In the last lesson, we talked about that verse down to the issue about “after that ye believed, ye were 
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.”  The verse says, “ … after that ye heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation.”  The “word of truth” is the word rightly divided.  The “gospel of your salvation” 
is the gospel of grace for today.  And when you believe that, God the Father seals you with the holy Spirit 
of promise. 
  
Now, you want to learn that there are five things that happened to you when you trusted Christ, five 
things that the Spirit of God did the instant that you trusted Christ as your Savior.  Do you remember 
when I pointed out to you, in the last lesson, that when he says, “after that ye believed, ye were sealed”, 
he is not talking about a time lag?  But, he is emphasizing that the ‘sealing’ takes place on the basis of 
your faith.  When you believe, God the Father seals you in response to your faith with that holy Spirit of 
promise. 
 
Now there are five salvation ministries of the Holy Spirit, and they spell the word CRIBS.  That helps you 
to remember what they are. 
 
You were Circumcised (Colossians 2:11-12). 
You were Regenerated (Titus 3:5 – the washing of regeneration by the Holy Spirit; that is what we call 
the new birth). 
You were Indwelt – the indwelling of the Holy Spirit; your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 
Corinthians 6:19, 20). 
You were Baptized by the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13, Romans 6, Colossians 2). 
You were Sealed with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13, 4:30). 
 
Now, with circumcision, the body (the sins of flesh) is cut off by the circumcision of Christ.  You are set 
free from your old sin nature and its control and dominion.  With regeneration, your dead spirit is given 
life.  With indwelling, God the Holy Spirit comes in and indwells you.  He takes up permanent residency 
inside of you as the empowering and enabling agency.  The fact that you were baptized by the Spirit is 
important to you because that is the mechanics of positional truth.  The way you get into Christ is this 
baptism of the Spirit.  Then you have the sealing, which is for permanence.   
 
The ‘sealer’ is God the Father.  Notice it says, “ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.”  It does 
not say you were sealed by the Holy Spirit, but with him.  He is the seal.  The ‘sealer’ is God the Father.  
2 Corinthians 1:21-22 
 
Folks, we got an inheritance.  That is great!  Galatians 3:29, Galatians 4:7  

 

Thanksgiving and Prayer 

15-23 First prayer for enlightment 

Ephesians 1:15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord 
Jesus, and love unto all the saints,  

Is he saying, “After I heard of you people getting saved”?  Well, why would he say that when he was 
there for three years when they were establishing the church.  Ephesians 3:2  
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Ephesians 1:15 – “Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith.”  There are two ways to take that 
passage.  It doesn't say, “When I heard of you getting saved.”  He said, “When I heard of your faith and 
love unto all the saints, Cease not to make mention of you and so forth.”   
 
You can take passage after passage where Paul said, “I heard of your faith” – talking about it being 
spread abroad unto all the world.  If Paul heard of their faith, he had to hear of their ministry, didn’t he?  
He said, “Hey, I heard of the ministry that God has given you people down there, and I’ve been praying 
for you.”  It is not necessarily talking about them getting saved.  Beside that, look back at verses 12 and 
13 
 
Ephesians 1:15 – “Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the 
saints.”  He said, “After I heard about it.”  Did he hear about the people’s salvation in Acts 19?  He was a 
part of it, wasn’t he?  He spent years there with them.  Well, here are some people that, later on, he kept 
in contact with them; and he heard about them getting saved. 
 
Ephesians 1:15 – “Wherefore, (because of all this above), I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord 
Jesus, and love unto all the saints, Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my 
prayers.”  Now, the rest of this chapter is a prayer.  It is not really a prayer, but it is the contents of 
Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian saints. 
 
There are two prayers in Ephesians.  This is one of them, and the other one begins in Ephesians 3:14 
and goes through the end of the chapter.  The one in chapter 1 is a prayer for the Ephesian’s spiritual 
perception, that they might fully realize the privileges and the prospects that are theirs in Christ.  The one 
in chapter 3 is that they might practice the reality of those possessions in their daily lives.  So, in chapter 
one, you have a prayer for enlightenment and understanding.  In chapter three, you have a prayer for 
empowerment and usefulness. 
 
Those verses give some people problems where it says, “after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and 
love unto all the saints.”  People say, “Well, Paul spent three years there at Ephesus, warning them 
everyday and teaching them everyday.  So, why didn’t he know about their salvation?”   
Well, we talked about it in relationship to verse 12.  It is obvious that Paul kept in touch with them and 
knew what was happening.  It is obvious that Paul had a care for the churches.  He hears about them, 
and he has watchcare over them. It is obvious, at least to me, that the people that he is writing this 
letter to are people that got saved after he left Ephesus.  In other words, when he says in verses 12,13, 
“That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.  In whom ye also trusted”, he is 
making a distinction.   
 
There were a group of people that got saved when he was there, and he had a big ministry.  Paul did not 
know everybody.  People from there went to Colossi, and the Colossians got saved, and Paul had never 
seen the Colossians.  He did not necessarily personally know everybody.  The ministry was too large.  
But, after he left, that ministry carried on.  And now, evidently the great part of the Ephesian church 
were people that got saved after Paul left.  Evidently, he writes this after the book of Acts, and a great 
multitude of people had gotten saved.  Paul heard of their faith and their love for the saints.  He heard of 
their functioning. 
   
Notice when he says, “I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints.”  Those are 
the two aspects of a full Christian life.  Then, you have “hope” down in verse 18.  Those three things 
(faith, hope, and charity) are the three things that make a full church.  When a church is full of those 
things, it is full and vibrant.  Well, these people were fully functioning saints.  When Paul left, they were 
pagans.  And as pagans, they came to trust Christ as their Saviour.  There was a great change that took 
place in their lives.  They were now functioning as believers.   
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Ephesians 1:15 – “Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the 
saints.”  Notice that it doesn't say, “Your love for the Lord Jesus, and your faith in the saints.”  You don’t 
put your faith in the saints.  You put your faith in God.  You love the saints, and when you go on the 
basis of grace motivation and love the saints, then you don’t get disappointed in them.  You love them, 
and love doesn't have blowouts.  Love suffers long, and is kind, and is not puffed up, and those kinds of 
things.   
 
If you want to see how love acts, read 1 Corinthians 13:4 and see what love ought to act like.  That 
should be the way you love.  Don’t look at somebody else and say, “You need to love that guy.”  You 
look at them and say, “I love both of you.”  You don’t put your faith in people.  Don’t ever put your faith 
in people, but put your faith in God.  Love the saints and put your faith in Christ. 
 
 

 

Ephesians 1:16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you 
in my prayers;   

Paul thanks God for the saints at Ephesus, and he prays for them.  As we go down through the chapter, 
you are going to see that he emphasizes spiritual perception and the development of real Christian 
character in his prayer.  And he always does this.  Paul does not pray for material things.  He does not 
pray that they will have things that they don’t have.  He never prays that they will be well and healthy.  
Did you ever notice that? 
 
You should listen to yourself sometime in your prayer life as you audibly pray or pray to yourself.  One of 
the things you do is verbalize your thoughts.  You make what you are saying accountable.  You become 
accountable to your thoughts godward.  You talk to the Father, and you hear yourself talking to Him, and 
he hears you, and you are accountable for what your mind is on about the things of the Lord.  You watch 
yourself and see how often you pray for something physical.  You ask God to move something over here 
and move it over there, move about six zeros off that bank account and put them on mine over here, and 
those kinds of things.  But, Paul never does that. 
   
You say, “Can I do it?”  You can tell God anything you want to tell him.  He wants to hear everything you 
say. 
   
We were talking the other night about a fellow in a congregation who was praying.  Right in the middle 
he stopped and said, “And Father, if we have sinned, forgive us, forgive us, forgive us!”  Do you know 
what that is?  That is an unintelligent prayer.  That is a dumb prayer.  Do you know why it’s dumb?  It’s 
dumb because you have already been forgiven.  You don’t want to stop right in the middle of a prayer 
and ask God to forgive you.  You need to get saved so you can start your prayer right.  When you get 
saved, you can pray; you’re on praying ground then. 
 
But, that man can ask God to forgive him.  He’s already been forgiven, but if he asks again, God doesn't 
get mad at him.  Some of the brethren might, but God doesn't get mad at him.  There is something 
supernatural about your prayers.  God the Holy Spirit takes those things, and he adjusts them; and when 
they get to the throne room of God, they are okay.  That is Romans 8. 
 
But, it allows you to be accountable.  God is not going to get mad at you.  No matter how dumb, and 
stupid, and unintelligent your prayers are, God the Holy Spirit takes care of them when they get up there.  
He puts them in line with groanings and words.   
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But, when you pray those unintelligent prayers, do you know what happens?  You verbalize your 
thoughts to godward, and all of the sudden you run across a verse that says, “I am forgiven”; and you 
say, “Wait a minute.  I’m asking God to forgive me so there must be something wrong.”  Do you see how 
that works?  You can learn to pray in the Spirit by putting the sound doctrine in your heart, and then God 
the Holy Spirit takes that doctrine that is in your heart and confronts you when you verbalize your 
prayers.  You are verbalizing your thoughts godward.  Or, maybe some of the brethren would hear you 
praying a dumb prayer like that and come up and put their arm around you and show you Colossians 
2:13.   
 
We pray Oh God, heal this and that.  We pray for physical ‘healings’ and ask for this and that.  And, it is 
okay to pray those things if you can understand that God never promised you any of that and that those 
are not intelligent prayers.  God is not angry with you when you don’t pray intelligent prayers, but he 
wants you to bring your prayer life into conformity with the way he thinks.  And when you do, you pray 
like Paul prays and those unintelligent prayers begin to go away.  You begin to pray for spiritual 
perception and the development of real spiritual Christian character in yourself and in others on the basis 
of the doctrine. 
 
Now notice what Paul says – how he prays and what he prays for.  Ephesians 1:17 

 

Ephesians 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him:  (attitude) 

In Ephesians 1:17 Paul is praying for them.  Why?  “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him”.  Paul says, “I 
want you to know God.”  How are you going to know him?  You will know him through the doctrine, and 
through the understanding of what he is doing today.  Knowing God comes through his word as you take 
that word and you pray it into your soul.   

 
Gentlemen you have to know how God thinks, and how he plans, and how he reacts, and how he feels.  
You have to gain his viewpoint.  The first thing you must have in the ministry – you have to know him 
intimately, personally, directly.  You have to spend time with him in his word.  Take that bible and get it 
in your head and pray it down into your soul and into your heart.  Make it you.  And make that book 
become your thoughts and know it.   
 

And when you get out in the ministry, there is nothing you will ever need that will be more important 
than that.  Without that you do not have anything to give anybody else because everything else you have 
comes from people.  And it is not worth anything more than what somebody else has, and they are 
smarter than you are, so what they have to give is probably better than what you have to give, unless 
you have something from God.   
 
Do you see what he is praying for?  Ninety-nine percent of the fundamental preachers in this country 

pray keep us from temptation; keep us standing true; give us wealth; get us through; pay the bills.  But 
you don’t find one out of a hundred that prays the prayer Paul prays in verse 17.  You don’t find one out 
of a hundred that prays Father I pray that you help my congregation that they might seek Pauline truth.  
When you guys begin your ministries and start to preach, pray for your people.   
 
Paul said, “I am praying that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, (the glorious Father), 
may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him.”  He says, “I want you 
folks to know God, and I want Him to give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
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him.  I want you to be able to recognize his way, his will, his working.  I want you to be able to 
apprehend and to appreciate what God is doing.  I want Him to give you the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of Him.” 
 
When he says, “to give you”, he is not talking about God giving you the Holy Spirit.  (You already have 
the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit seals you.)  But, he is talking about giving it to you in the sense of being 
able to have an appreciation for what you have, having an apprehension of the teaching ministry of the 
Holy Spirit in relationship to advanced mystery truth.   
 
What is “the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him”?  There are two ideas about that.  
One says that he is praying that God would open their eyes that they might have an attitude of wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of Him.  The other side says that the spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
the knowledge of Him is God the Holy Spirit, because it is God the Holy Spirit who is the spirit of wisdom, 
and it is God the Holy Spirit who reveals things.   
 
Personally, I believe the latter of those.  I believe that when he says, “That the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
him”, he is referring to a function of God the Holy Spirit.   
Now, I don’t require you to believe that, but that is what I believe; and there are four reasons that I 
believe it.   
 
Number one, the Holy Spirit is called the spirit of wisdom (Isaiah 11:2). 
Number two, the Holy Spirit is said to be the spirit of revelation (Ephesians 3:5 – the mystery is “revealed 
unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.” 
Number three, you will see that you have references to God the Father in verse 17, and you have a 
reference to the Lord Jesus Christ in verse 15, and if that is the Holy Spirit, you would have a reference 
to God the Holy Spirit.  That would be a Trinitarian prayer.  Paul has already mentioned God the Father in 
verse 3, and God the Son in verse 7, and God the Holy Spirit in verses 13 and 14.  And, he does that 
repeatedly in the epistle.  Look at Ephesians 2:18. 
Number four, where does enlightenment and illumination come from?  Do they come from man’s spirit or 
God the Holy Spirit?  They come from God the Holy Spirit.  You do not get wisdom and revelation from 
your spirit, but you get it from God the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:9-16, John 14:16).   
 
So, I personally believe that the reference there is the Holy Spirit.  This prayer is Paul’s prayer for 
Ephesian-level saints.  He is praying that they would have an apprehension and an appreciation for the 
teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit in relationship to the advanced mystery truth, just like the Romans 
had an appreciation for the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit in relationship to basic mystery truth. 
 
Do you remember our diagram in Romans 16 where you had the foundation truth, which was “my 
gospel”?  Then there was the advanced mystery truth, “the preaching of Jesus Christ according to the 
mystery program.”  And when you come to Ephesians, you get off of the foundation and move over into 
the advanced mystery truth.  We are studying the issues here, and Paul is praying that the people at 
Ephesus, (and you people that read this book), would be properly oriented and appreciative of God the 
Holy Spirit’s teaching ministry with regard to this advanced mystery truth that we have here. 
 
Let me show you why he would pray that for them.  Acts 20:27 – “For I have not shunned to declare 
unto you all the counsel of God.”  Do you see that?  I have not shunned to declare unto you everything 
God has given me.  Paul is saying, (Acts 20 at Ephesus), “When I was down there with you people, I 
didn’t hold back.  I gave you everything I had about the counsels of God, about the program, and the 
purpose, and the will of God.”  Now, look at Ephesians 1:9-11 
 
Paul is praying for these Ephesian saints.  He says, “I have some advanced information to tell you people.  
I have some information about the counsels of God that deals with the secret eternal purpose of God 
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Almighty.  And this stuff has been laid out, and it’s fantastic, and I want you to percieve it!  I want you to 
see it, and I am praying that God the Father will give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation.  I am 
praying that you will be appreciative and apprehensive and understand the teaching ministry of the Holy 
Spirit in relationship to this advanced truth just as you have in relationship to the basic truth.”  Paul is 
praying that they would go on as perfected saints into a thorough understanding of the advanced 
mystery truth, and by doing that “in the knowledge of him” (Ephesians 1:17).   
 
In your bible, beside Ephesians 1:17, you should write down Philippians 3:10.  Paul says, “That I may 
know him.”  Paul had been serving him for 35 years.  But, Paul wants to know him more and more, and 
better and better.  Has it ever dawned on you that God Almighty is a person?  God Almighty has a 
personality.  He has a way of thinking, a way of acting, a way of planning, a way of reacting to situations.  
He has humor.  He is a person.  And Paul said, “I want you to know him.”  You understand what that 
would be, don’t you?  Paul wants you to get to know his personality – how he thinks.  Paul says, “I want 
you to get to know how he reacts.  I want you to get to know how he plans.  I want you to get to know 
him so well that when you get into a certain situation in your life, you know exactly what he would think 
about those details.”   
 
Do you know how you do that?  You get that advanced mystery truth down. You got the foundation 
(Romans).  Now he says, “Come on!  There are some things about what God is planning out there, and I 
want you to know him.  He is a fantastic fellow.  I want you to recognize his will, his working.” 
 
How is he expecting God to do that?  Does he expect lightning to fall down, and singe down the back of 
their hair down to their spine, and all of the sudden they have it?  You know better than that.  He did not 
expect God to energize the doctrine in them, and give them eyes to see, and hearts to understand apart 
from hearing the doctrine.  He knew Epaphroditus was down there at Colosse teaching.  You are not 
going to learn doctrine, and you are not going to have your understanding enhanced unless you get the 
instruction.  God does not just bore a hole in you and pour in information.  You get the information out of 
the word.   
 
But can you understand that if you are in the context of an assembly of believers, it will be much better 
than if you are out over there all by yourself?  There is a spiritual benefit to being in a local church as 
opposed to being isolated.  And one of those benefits is the issue of collective prayer – one for another.  
Now that does not mean that if I got fifty people out there praying for me, I have more weight and clout 
before God than if I only had two.  The issue of collective prayer does not have to do with that.  I have 
one hundred people praying for me, therefore, because of their intensity I have more clout before God.  
That is not the issue at all.  The issue of the collective prayer has to do with that assembly, and as the 
assembly works together, and as they pray, they have sensitivity for one another.  
  
Let’s say I have a gap of understanding in my mind and there is something that I do not understand 
about the application of some doctrine in my life.  And I am in an assembly, and I begin to pray.  And 
some other brother hears me pray.  And when I pray, my doctrine is not right, or my practice is not right, 
or my goals are not right, or my focus is not right.  What can the other brothers in the assembly do for 
me?  They can come and edify me, right?  If I am off over there on a stump by myself, and nobody hears 
me pray but God, I will not get any help from the brethren.  
  
One of the three ways God intervenes and corrects a believer: 
 
Doctrine in his soul. 
The intervention of other believers with the word of God. 
The natural consequences of wrong decisions. 
 
Do you remember those three things?  Well that is how God intervenes, and corrects, and chastens the 
believer today.  Can you see how those things work in your prayer life?  Can you see the value of being 
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around other believers so that the 2nd and the 3rd one can operate? I hope you understand what is 
going on here.   
 
There is tremendous ministry in prayer that produces motivation to function properly as a believer, 
because it allows you to be accountable.  And it allows you always to: read your meter – check yourself 
out – see where you are as opposed to the standard.  And gentlemen, you must have a group of people 
with that spiritual mind that is produced that way, because that is how prayer promotes maturity and 
perfection (when they pray properly – that spiritual ministry).  And there is a supernatural ministry of God 
the Holy Spirit that operates in our prayer life that promotes those things.   

 

Ephesians 1:18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that 
ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the saints, (His calling (his hope) vs our calling) 

He has been appointed heir of the heavenly government, and he is going to inherit it through us.  You 
are a part of, and you do have a part in, that heavenly kingdom.  That aspect of that kingdom is the 
mystery kingdom in the heavenly places.  That is a part of the inheritance that God never told Abraham 
about (that he never told anybody about until he told Paul), and the average Grace believer does not 
know anything about it, either, but it is there.  It is some of that advanced information that we will get 
into when we get in the book of Ephesians.   
 

My point is that the way you get over to Ephesians is to go through Romans 4.  Ephesians goes back 
before the foundation of the world, but, folks, as we walk back there we walk through Abraham; we don’t 
go around him, we go through him.  In Romans 5, we have to go back through Adam and then we will 
go back before the foundation of the world.  
 
Paul didn’t cease, he continually prayed that God would give these people the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation and that the eyes of their understanding would be enlightened.  He prayed that God would 

open the eyes of these people to see the truth.   
 
Now, there’s a securing of spiritual benefit for the objects of prayer like that.  Folks, God isn’t working 
today in physical operations.  When you pray, you don’t need to think that God will move the storm 
clouds out of the sky and all that kind of thing.  That isn’t what God is doing today.  Don’t pray that He 
will keep the fire engines from sounding their sirens if there’s a fire [because it might disrupt the service].  
Good night!  If somebody’s house catches on fire, the fire engines had better get there.  You don’t want 

to be praying against something like that.  That isn’t how God operates today.  What you ought to be 
praying for is the right thing.  Colossians 1:9  
 
Turn to Ephesians 1:18.  Paul is praying that “The eyes of your understanding (your soul) being 
enlightened.”  He is saying, “I want you folks to have the ability to take the doctrine and think it through 
down into your soul.  I want you to get the light, and see light – spiritually and mentally.  It has to do 
with understanding.  A vacuum develops and it pulls in false doctrine, and it results in a blackout in the 

soul.  It results in an inability to see or to operate on the basis of sound doctrine.  Ephesians 4:18 
 
In Ephesians 1:18, he calls it “the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.”  That means God 
Almighty is going to inherit the universe out there.  He has an inheritance that he is going to take 
possession of in you, and that is that universe out there.   
 
Ephesians 1:17,18 – “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being 
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enlightened.”  In other words, I want you to be properly oriented to the teaching ministry of the Holy 
Spirit.  He says in verses 18 and 19, “The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may 
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, And 
what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe.”  Wisdom, revelation, knowledge, 
understanding, enlightenment, and knowledge are things that are important to Paul.  And they are 
important to us because that is how you gain that stability and that usefulness. 
 
I point out to you again that Paul is praying for these Ephesians that they might have an appreciation 
and an apprehension of the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit in relationship to the advanced mystery 
truth that he is laying down here.  He prays specifically about three issues: 
 
That they might know the hope of his calling. 
That they might know the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints. 
That they might know the exceeding greatness of his power, which he wrought in Christ, when he set 
him as the head of the heavenly government. 
 
Those three issues carry you into the super-structure of the mystery program – what God is doing today 
and what God purposes to accomplish in the church, the body of Christ.   
 
He is going to lay this information out in Ephesians.  He is going to tell you about it in chapter one – 
praying about it and how he wants you to see these things.  In chapter two, it’s sort of like he says, 
“Here is one of the things he’s going to do with you, but before he can do that, look at the predicament 
you were in.  And he deals with your personal predicament and then with your dispensational 
predicament.  And then in chapter three, he says, “Now, this wonderful thing that God is doing was a 
secret that was revealed to me, and I want you to see it because it is going to empower you.”  And he 
prays for their empowerment in chapter three.  Then he begins in chapter four and through the rest of 
the book describing how this truth, this understanding, this life of the body of Christ is to manifest itself 
in the local assembly.  And he describes how that local assembly is to be a manifestation of God’s 
purpose in the body of Christ and to be a living demonstration of God’s eternal purpose through the ages.  
It is a marvelous thing as we get on over in the book of Ephesians how that is effective.   
 
Someone mentioned to me that people tell him that they learned more about the practical life as 
believers, (how to handle the details of life as believers), from non-grace people than they have from 
grace people.  That is only true if the grace believer didn’t follow grace information.  You don’t learn a lot 
from Baptists, or Methodists, or Presbyterians.  I have been around those folks all my life.  That same 
fellow probably wouldn’t have learned much anywhere he’d been.   
 
And I realize that you can take grace information and teach it incorrectly.  I know people that harp about 
speaking in tongues, and they get mad at people who speak in tongues.  Yet, they use their tongue in 
such a vicious and vile way that they violate more Pauline admonitions than the ‘tongue speaker’ would.  
Do you understand what I’m talking about?  That is a common thing.  Grace people are human like 
everybody else, and they walk in the flesh on the wrong side of the thing just as much as anybody else.  
You don’t know the grace message just because you know a couple little technicalities of doctrine.  A lot 
of people that say they know the grace message don’t know anything about it.  And they never got that 
foundation in Romans laid in their heart, and in their soul, so they don’t operate on the basis of it.   
 
Christ isn’t formed in them; grace isn’t the basis of their operation.  They are just a bunch of legalists, 
and they are just as bad as somebody would have ever been back under the law of Moses.  And the issue 
is different performance systems, and they make up their own.  They are worse than anybody would 
have been under the law of Moses, because under Moses’ law they would have been following God’s 
performance system.  But, they are just following their own self-imposed expectations and performance 
systems today; and that is just as ungodly as anything could be, and please don’t hang that on the grace 
message. 



 
Now, I am not mad.  I am just getting all that off my chest and out of my system for a minute.  But, you 
need to understand God’s purpose for the body of Christ, and how that is going to work, and how it is to 
manifest itself in the local assembly in the issue of godliness; and we are going to see that in Ephesians.  
Listen, it is marvelous!  In Ephesians 1, Paul is praying that they would apprehend, that they would 
know.  He talks about wisdom, revelation, knowledge, understanding, enlightening, knowing how 
important it is that they understand. 
Look at Ephesians 5:16-17. 
 
Now, there are three issues here that describe, in a nutshell, the advanced mystery truths that Paul is 
interested in them understanding. 
 
First, you have the hope of his calling.  It is a hope that belongs to our calling and that is inspired by our 
calling.  That hope has to do with the positions on high, in the ages to come, which we are going to 
occupy.  The hope of his calling specifically has to do with the things that belong to us.  First there is 
resurrection and immortality – a resurrected glorified body, an immortal body, a body that is perfectly 
transformed in the image of Christ.  There is an eternal inheritance in the heavenly places.  That is a 
fantastic thing.  When he shall appear, we shall appear with him in glory.  We will have a fantastic 
inheritance and ministry out there.  And Paul says, “I want you to understand that there is something 
promised to you, and you need to grasp it.”   
 
Second, you have “the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.”  He is talking about his wealth, 
his riches, the splendor and riches that belong to these positions.  He says, “I don’t want you just to 
know that there are some positions out there, but I want you to see the wealth and the splendor and the 
riches that belong to all of that.  I want you to see how wealthy God is going to be because of all that – 
his inheritance in the saints.  Turn to Hebrews 1:1 
 
It is not God intervening over here with a special revelation and that kind of thing.  Special revelations 
have ceased.  When Paul prays (Ephesians 1:18)  “The eyes of your understanding being enlightened” 
and so forth, he is not praying for some special revelation like Noah got, or like Daniel got, or like Phillip 
got.  Those things have ceased, and we understand that.   
 
Now, if you hear somebody praying like that for people, what should you do?  You know they need 
instruction in those areas.  You know that somebody needs to sit down with them and give them 
confidence in the word of God.  In your ministry, as a pastor, when you hear your people pray that way, 
then you begin to know where you need to focus your preaching and your instruction.   
 
Do you remember in Preparation and Delivery we talked about “Planning your Preaching” and about 
“Preaching for Perfection?”  One of the ways you know what to preach about, or what is needed, is 
during the public prayer.  And that is why the public prayer ministry is so vital and so important – it 
allows one another to be accountable.   
 
Prayer produces:  
 
Motivation to function properly. 
Joy and peace. 
 
Philippians 4:6: 
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Ephesians 1:19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-
ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,  

He says in verses 18 and 19, “The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what 
is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, And what is the 
exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe.”  Wisdom, revelation, knowledge, 
understanding, enlightenment, and knowledge are things that are important to Paul.  And they are 
important to us because that is how you gain that stability and that usefulness. 
 
Now in verses 18 and 19, he says “ … that ye may know” three things: 
 
The hope of his calling. 
The riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints. 
The exceeding greatness of his power to usward. 
 
Now, if you know those three things, you will get to know him.  By knowing those things, you will come 
to know what he is planning. 
 
The first one is “that ye may know what is the hope of his calling.”  “His calling” is the hope that belongs 
to the calling that he gives to you.  Nobody is calling him anywhere, but it is “his calling” that he has 
given to you.  What is the hope that belongs to the calling that he extended to us?  What is the ultimate 
hope of our heavenly calling?  That is what he is talking about. 
 
In Ephesians 4:4 he says, “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 
calling.”  Titus 2:13 talks about that blessed hope and glorious appearing.  What is the hope associated 
with our calling up there?  Well, there is a resurrection, isn’t there?  And there is immortality, isn’t there?  
Isn’t there a resurrection body (1 Corinthians 15)?  That is quite a hope, isn’t it?  Well, he wants you to 
understand about that resurrection body.  1 Corinthians 15 is full of it. 
 
There is an eternal inheritance in the heavenly places, isn’t there?  Colossians 1:5 – “For the hope which 
is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel.”  Colossians 
3:4 –“When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.”  There is an 
eternal inheritance for us up there in the heavenly places.  That isn’t all!  Look at Philippians 3:20-21 
 
This is the third thing that he wants you to know.  First, he wants you to know the hope of his calling.  
Second, he wants you to know the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.  He wants you to 
see the riches of his glory in his inheritance in the saints, all this wonderful splendor and wealth and 
riches that will belong to him because they are involved in those positions.   
 
Ephesians 1:19 – “And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe.”  That is a 
reference to the power that actually transforms the hope into the actual possession of the inheritance.  
He says, “I want you to understand this power that is going to take this thing that you are hoping for out 
there, and it is going to transform it into a reality.” 
 
Paul says, “And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe.”  Now, he uses five 
synonyms for “power” down through this passage to describe the power.  He uses the word “power”, the 
word “working”, the word “mighty”, again the word “power”, and then “what he wrought in Christ”. 
   
“And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the working of 
his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places.”  In other words, the demonstration of this is that Jesus Christ dies at 
Calvary; God raises him from the dead; then he ascends up into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
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of the Majesty on High.  At that time, God declares “this is my son, this day have I begotten thee”.  Jesus 
Christ receives the inheritance by way of adoption. 
   
Remember when we studied that in Hebrews 1?  Please shake your heads yes!  Fellows, I am going to 
say this to you again.  I expect you to remember those things because I remember them; and if I can 
remember them, you can remember them.  You don’t have nearly as much to remember as I do.  I 
remember things that you never even heard me say.  All you have to remember are the few little things 
that you hear me say.  You don’t have to worry about all the other things that I don’t say.  And I have to 
remember all of them!  And if I can remember it, you can remember it, right? 
 
That passage in Hebrews 1 is important because it tells you when and how Christ received his 
inheritance, and it tells you what that inheritance is, and that you and I participate in that inheritance.  It 
doesn't just belong to Israel.  We have a participation in that glorification, and in that immortality, and in 
that angelic subjection, and in that kingdom, (that everlasting, eternal, universal kingdom), and in the 
new heavens and the new earth, and all the other things he lists there as part of his inheritance as he 
inherits all things.  He says, “I want you to understand the power, and the authority, and the might, and 
the performance ability that is involved when he set you there.  And at this point Jesus Christ is declared 
to be the heir of all things.  
 
Now, the measure of it is “according to the power that worketh in us.”  Again, go back to Ephesians 
1:19-20 and notice this issue of his power that works in us.  Paul wants the saints to know “what is the 
exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 
which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in 
heavenly places.”  Notice the power of God.  He says that he works in us according to the power that 
works in us.  What is that power?  Well, that is the power working in us that he doctrinally explained to 
us back there in chapters 1-3.  It is the power that raised Christ from the dead. 
 
What did that power do?  It is the power that took the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, and gave life to 
him, and set him at his own right hand in heavenly places.  It is the power that brought victory out of 
seeming defeat, isn’t it?  It gave life to death.  It gave beauty for ashes.  It is the power that brought 
victory out of seeming defeat.  That is the power that works in us, not just that it is there, not just that 
you know about this great power that brought Christ from the dead and set him at the Father’s right 
hand in heavenly places far above all principalities and powers, and set him as the head of the heavenly 
government, not just that you know and understand the details of it, and have that in your frame of 
reference because you studied the doctrine, but this is that power that works in us, that is working, and 
moving, and in use in our life.  It is working in our life right now. 

 

Ephesians 1:20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from 
the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,  

Ephesians 1:21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but 
also in that which is to come:  

Ephesians 1:20-21 – “…when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the 
heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named.”  That is all those positions of rank and authority in the government – far above all those 
positions. 
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Ephesians 1:21 – “not only in this world, but also in that which is to come.”  Does that verse affect all 
these ages out over here?  Does it affect this age?  Just like the glory is to be manifest in the church in 
the ages to come, shouldn’t it be manifest right now too?  Just like God is going to be manifest to the 
universe to the body of Christ out there, shouldn’t God be manifest in the flesh of the body of Christ right 
now?  Yes, he should.  Ephesians 4:1 
 
Ephesians 1:18-21 – Paul is praying that “the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may 
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, And 
what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his 
mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality…”.   
 
There are five different synonyms used in those two verses for power.  Be strong in the power of his 
might.  And, that is a reference to the purpose and the plan that God has involved in the mystery of his 
will.  It has to do with the purpose and plan that God has in setting Christ Jesus as the head of all 
principalities.   
 
Verse 21-23 – “Far above (The power of his might has set Christ at his own right hand, far above…) all 
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, 
but also in that which is to come: And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head 
over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.”  The power of his 
might is a reference to making Jesus Christ the head over the heavenly government.  Colossians 2:10 
 
Ephesians 1:21 – He has seated Christ “far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come.”   
 
God is demonstrating his grace, but he is also demonstrating the power of his might.  He is going to 
accomplish this purpose up here.  He is going to demonstrate that in the ages to come, but according to 
the passage, he is also demonstrating it right now!  So, you can be strong in both of these now!   
 
It says, “not only in this world” so then it is in this world, it is in this age, it is right now, and also in the 
ages to come.   
 
But, what a tremendous responsibility it is for you and for me to represent the Lord Jesus Christ 
adequately and properly.  What a responsibility it is to manifest his glory, his holiness, his love, his hatred 
for sin, his compassion for the lost, and his love of the truth.  What a tremendous responsibility it is for 
us to manifest all of his attitudes, his attributes, now, just as we will out there.  That is what Ephesians 4-
6 has been about.   
 
And here is what I want you to see because this is what he is getting into.  As you and I live and function 
down here right now as God manifest in the flesh, as we live with that proper functioning of the body 
truth in us, we have an impact right now in the heavenly places.  You, right now, living here in the details 
of your life, as a member of the body of Christ ought to live, have an impact in the heavenly places.  As a 
husband, as a wife, as a father, as a child, as an employer, as an employee, or whatever, you have an 
impact in the heavenly places themselves right now for the Saviour.   
 
When I study this, it makes my blood sort of tingle.  Look at Ephesians 3:9 
 
Ephesians 1:19-21 – “And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, 
according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the 
dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and 
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might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to 
come.”   
 
There he is.  Christ is above all those positions of rank and authority, not only now, but also in the ages 
to come.  God set Christ at his own right hand.  He set him above all of these things.  He is the ruler over 
them.  And he has put all the things in verse 21, all these positions of rank and authority, under his feet 
and gave him to be head over those things.   
 
The Lord Jesus Christ has been made the head of the government of the universe, of all this 
governmental structure, of all the authority, and the ruling, and the bossing, and the telling, and the 
deciding.  He has been made the head of it, by virtue of his cross work.  When he died, he was buried, 
and God raised him and exalted him to the position of head over all. 
 
Now, if he is going to be head over it, what does he have to do?  He will have to take the Adversary out 
of it, and he will have to put his people into it.  Notice it says that he is head over all things to the 
church.  Verse 23 

 

Ephesians 1:22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to 
be the head over all things to the church,  (Head of the universal government) 

And hath put all things ..”  What things?  Well, what are the things he is talking about in the context?  It 
has to be verse 21 – the principalities and powers.  He put all these principalities and powers “under his 
feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church” (verse 22).   
 
Notice that verse 22 does not say that he is the head of the church.  Look at it!  It says that he is the 
head of those things to the church.  Well, what does the mean?  That means he is the head of the 
principalities and powers – to the church.  His headship of the principalities and powers is for your 
advantage, my friend.  It is to the advantage of the body of Christ that he is the head of all those things. 
Well, what is the church?  Verse 23 
 
That verse says that he is the head, not of the church, but the head of all things – all these principalities, 
powers, mights, dominions, and every name that is named to the church.  It is to the advantage of the 
church that he is the head of all those things.   
Who is the church?  Ephesians 1:23 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ is going to fill up the positions in the heavenly government up there with his saints.  
Now, we have talked about that enough that you don’t need me to keep going over that and 
diagramming it to show it to you, right?  You understand Colossians 1 and so forth.  Look at Ephesians 
4:9-10 
 
Verse 22 – “And hath put all things (all those positions) under his feet, and gave him to be the head over 
all things to the church, Which is his body.”  Notice once again, that the verse does not say that it made 
him to be head of the church, the body of Christ. 
 
If you haven’t already, write down beside that verse in your bible, Colossians 2:10.  Ephesians 1:22 says 
that he is “the head over all things to the church.”  It doesn't say he is the head of the church.  
Colossians 2:10 says, “And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power.”  
That’s what that verse is saying – he is the head over the heavenly government.  When he set all things 
under his feet, he made everything subject to him.  Every position of rank and authority is placed 
underneath the subjection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  That’s what “putting things under your feet” means; 
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it means you put it in subjection to him.  1 Corinthians 15:24-25 is used that way.  When he put 
everything in subjection to him, he made him the head over the heavenly government.   
 
Now, he is the head of the church, the body of Christ (Colossians 1:18) that in all these positions of rank 
and authority he might have the preeminence.  He’s made the head over all things to the church, which 
is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.  He is the head over the body, but he is much more 
also.  He is the head over all the heavenly government.   
 
Paul says, “I want you to understand that, and I want you to understand the issue about how Satan 
hates that; and he hates the body of Christ because we are the ones who will go up to the heavenlies 
and take his positions from him.”  We will occupy his positions, and he doesn't appreciate that one bit.  
Our warfare is about those issues.  And Paul says, “I want you to percieve this, and I want you to see 
this great power that is yours according to his mighty power when he accomplished all of these things.”  
It helps us to appreciate the power involved here.  It is not the power of a raging storm, or lightning, or 
creation, or the Red Sea, or miracles, but the issue is Christ being seated as the head of the heavenly 
government.  He raised him from the dead, from a death that would have sunk the world to hell, as the 
songwriter wrote.  And he didn’t just raise him, but he set him up here in an exalted position and made 
him heir of all things.  And he said that it was for your advantage that he did it. 
 
Do you see Ephesians 1:22 – “…and gave him to be the head over all things to the church”?  It is to your 
advantage that he is that way, because he is going to use us to fill up all those positions of rank and 
authority out there. 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ has come.  Ephesians 1:22 – God exalts Christ and sits him at his own right hand 
“far above all principality, and power … And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the 
head over all things to the church.”  God Almighty, through the crucifixion, and the resurrection, and 
exaltation of Christ, has declared that Jesus Christ is going to be the head of the heavenly government.  
He’s made Christ the head of the government of the universe, and he is going to gather back all of those 
positions, in the invisible realm up there, through the body of Christ.   
 
So he says, “By the way, you people, (members of the body of Christ), do you know who you are?  You 
are a bunch of people that were dead, separated from God, and he has reconciled you through the blood 
of his son.  Not only that, you weren’t just dead, but you also used to be the subjects of Satan’s 
kingdom.”  And he is going to use people that were the subject of Satan, part of his government, walking 
dumbly, and disobediently in line with Satan in the course of this world.   
 
The course of this world has a reference to the plan, and the world’s system is that vehicle whereby 
Satan’s administration of his government takes place.  It is the way that his philosophy, and his plan, and 
his program is executed in the universe.  And there we were – willing participants in it.  God says, “You’re 
the ones that I am going use to reconcile all of those positions.”   
 
Can you understand how God’s grace is going to be set on demonstration?  He’s going to use somebody 
like you.  Who were you?  You were dead and totally separated from God.  You were dominated by 
Satan.  You were a part of his working and his program; and God reached in there, and by his grace, 
saved you and made you a trophy of grace.  That is what Paul is getting at here.  Ephesians 2:2 

 

Ephesians 1:23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.  

Jesus Christ has been made the head of all these principalities and powers in heavenly places for the 
advantage of the body of Christ, and the body of Christ is his fulness.  The body of Christ consists of 
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those people whereby he is going to fill all those positions up there, and he is going to occupy those 
positions of rank and authority by putting you in them.  That is a ‘head trip’. 
 
God the Father’s pleasure is that Christ be the fulness of all things.  And the way he is going to fill up all 
those things in the heavenly places is through the instrumentality of the body of Christ.  He is going to 
take out those angelic races of creatures up there and cast them down.  He is going to take them out of 
the way, and he is going to put members of the church, the body of Christ, in those places.   
 
Paul says, “Don’t you know that the saints will judge the world?”  He says that you are going to judge 
angels.  The nation Israel will be judging here on the earth, ruling and reigning for Him.  And, we will be 
up there judging in the heavenly places, over the angelic creation itself, and through them over the 
whole universe.  Now, that is some hope!   
 
And, he says, “I am making known to you the mystery of my will.  I am showing you the secret of all that 
I had in mind before the foundation of the world to be accomplished through the cross of Christ.”  The 
mystery of God the Father’s will is to bring that whole system back under the headship of the Lord Jesus 
Christ by virtue of his crosswork.  
  
The mystery of Christ (Ephesians 3) has to do with the formation of the body of Christ – the instrument 
and the agency that he is going to use to accomplish his plan in the ages to come.  When he says, in 
verse 1, that we are chosen in him before the foundation of the world, it is the body of Christ that is 
chosen before the foundation of the world for this purpose in the ages to come; and you are 
predestinated to the adoption of sons.  You are predestinated to the position of the inheritance that is 
yours in Christ.  That is verse 11 – “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated 
according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.”   
 
He had a counsel meeting and a purpose that the counsel of the godhead determined beforehand.  The 
godhead had an eternal purpose to perform.  It has to do with forming the body of Christ.  It’s done, and 
God Almighty is going to accomplish his purpose.  And we have an inheritance.  Jesus Christ is the heir of 
all things.  He has that inheritance that God Almighty gave him based upon his sonship and based upon 
the fact that God raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in heavenly places, and 
declared him to be his son.  He gave him a sonship status by virtue of his crosswork that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow – things in heaven and things on the earth and under the earth.  The whole 
creation is going to bow in subjection to the headship of Jesus Christ and his sonship, and you and I are 
going to share that inheritance because he has given us a position of “joint heirs” with him. 
 
Now, if you don’t think that is something folks, you just haven’t thought about it very much!  That is 
some position that God has given you!  And the issue in the book of Ephesians is to deal with that 
inheritance, and that position, and that purpose and what God is going to accomplish through the church, 
the body of Christ.   
 
The book of Romans tells you how you were made a member of the body, how the cross has taken care 
of that and given you a status before God, a sonship status, and has equipped you, right now on this 
planet, to live for his glory.  And Ephesians says, “Now, you see your sonship status and how you can 
walk?  Well let me show you what he is going to accomplish in the ages to come.”  Ephesians 1:10 
 
Verse 23 – “Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.”  Watch this “fulness”.  Colossians 
1:17-23 
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Ephesians: 2 

So there are three basic divisions: 
 
- Verse 11 - Time Past 
- Verse 13 - But Now: What is true in Time Past has changed, But Now there is a new way of doing it. 
- Verse  7 - Ages To Come: What God purposed to do in Time Past, and what He is doing in But Now; in 
the Ages To Come, He will accomplish both purposes. 
 
In Ephesians 2, Paul begins to describe the people who make up the body of Christ.  He told you about 
the fantastic positions that you will have, and the inheritance in the heavenly places, and how the body 
of Christ is going to be the fulness of him that filleth all in all.  And now he is going to describe our 
predicament, individually, in the first ten verses and then our position, dispensationally, in the last half of 
the chapter.  He will describe how God’s wisdom and grace have resolved both problems with our 
individual alienation and our dispensational alienation, and how we’ve been set aside.  He will show you 
how God has provided reconciliation for us in every respect. 
 
Now we have studied the first ten verses in Ephesians 2, and I want to point out the division, in the 
chapter, to you once again.  The first ten verses describe the believer’s biography – the personal 
predicament (mess) that you and I were in.  He talked to you about what God is going to do.  He prayed 
for them that they would understand who God is and to know him – his plan, his power, the positions 
that he has in the ages to come for the body of Christ.  Then he says that this body, that he is going to 
use in the heavenlies to do all of these wonderful things, is you!  Look at you!  Do you see who you are?   
 
What’s the body of Christ going to do?  It is just going to exalt grace.  Why?  It will exalt grace because 
of who you are and what it took to get you into that exalted position that he’s going to put you in.  The 
body of Christ demonstrates the wisdom and the grace of God as nothing else in all creation ever will or 
can.   
 
You were dead in sins and trespasses – that’s the personal predicament you were in.  Another way to put 
it is that you were lost – death is the issue in verses 1 –10 and how God has provided for your personal 
predicament through his grace.  Remember the first 10 verses deal with the time past on a personal basis 
in your life and what God has done to change that. 
 
Beginning in verse 11, he deals with the dispensational problem that you faced.  You were not only 
personally dead in sins, but you were also disadvantaged, and at the disadvantage, of being separated 
from God because you were a Gentile.  You had a personal problem, and you also had a dispensational 
problem.  And he begins, in verse 11, to deal with the dispensational issue.   
 
Ephesians 2:1-10 describe our personal condition as being dead (lost) in sins.  Verses 11-22 describe our 
position as disadvantaged Gentiles, the disadvantage of being separated.   
Verses 11 and 12 describe that separation, the alienation.  Verses 13-18 describe the reconciliation that is 
in operation today.  Verses 19-22 describe the unification of the purposes and the programs of God. 

Verses 11-22 are dispensational in nature, while the first 10 verses are personal in nature.  Don’t fail to 
observe the distinction between the first 10 verses and the last 12 verses in the context of the personal 
condition and then the dispensational position 

 

By Grace Through Faith 

2:1-10 Believer’s biography, personal condition 
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2:1-3 Our predicament (mess)  

2:4-10 Our preaset transformation 

2:11-22 Disadvantage – dispensational (as Gentil), sin nature 

2:13-18 Our reconciliation   

 

Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins; (Col 2:13) (You are dead) 

You are separated from God spiritually, and functionally unable to come in contact with God.  The reason 
for that is you are not operating on the basis of sound doctrine.  You are operating on the basis of “the 
ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of [blackout in] their heart.  The blindness is in their 
heart.  The heart is the mentality of the soul, and the place where the volition resides.  Your heart is the 
mentality of your soul; it is the thinking process of your soul, to which your volition, your will, is to be the 
authority.  Ephesians 4:19. 
 
Now, the issue of total inability: where does faith come from?  Ephesians 2:1 is often quoted.  They say:  
Well, you were dead, so you can't believe.  But you need to look at that verse very carefully. See verse 2. 
 
When you are born an unsaved man, your spirit is dead.  Now what do we mean by that?  Look at 
Ephesians 2:1: “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.”  In other words, an 
unsaved man’s spirit is dead.  What do you mean by that?  Look at Ephesians 4:17 
 
Ephesians 2:1 – “AND you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.”  In chapter 2, he 
begins to show the operation of this power that he talked about in the believer.  But notice what chapter 
2 says – “you hath he quickened”.  You people who are members of the body of Christ, who he is going 
to do all this fantastic destiny with, “you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.”   
 
Now go back to Ephesians 2, and let’s look at the personal predicament; and then we’ll look at the 
dispensational predicament, the positional predicament, and how his wisdom and grace resolve both of 
them.  Somebody called Ephesians 2:1-10 “The Believer’s Biography”.  And that is exactly what happens, 
because in the first three verses, you have your past.  Then in verses 4-10, you have your present.  You 
have your predicament and then you have the provision and transformation God gives for you in Christ. 
 
Ephesians 2:1 – AND you hath he quickened.”  He made you people, (members of the body of Christ), 
alive.  Who were you?  You “were dead in trespasses and sins.  Number one, you are dead in trespasses 
and sins. 
 
Gentlemen, when you talk about spiritual death, you have to be real careful not to excuse man from 
responsibility.  The first part of the word “responsible” is “response”.  If you are not able to respond, then 
you are not able to be responsible.  You have to be careful about that.  An unsaved man does have the 
capability to operate on a spiritual level.  In the passage he does; he clearly does in verse 2.  An unsaved 
man’s spirit lives and functions and operates, but it is cut off from God.  It is cut off from the life of God.   
 
“Dead in trespasses and sins” is a description of the unsaved man’s condition, not his capabilities or 
capacities, but his condition.  He is dead, and when you are dead, you are beyond hope.  You are not 
sick but possibly can get better.  When you are dead, there isn’t any hope for you, and that’s the idea 
there.  Now, people are worse off than other people some days.  Did you ever notice that?   
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If you want something that will preach, I will give you an outline that will preach.  Jesus went to three 
funerals – Lazarus, Jairus’ daughter, and the widow’s son in the city of Nain.  They told Jesus that Jairus’ 
daughter was dead, and he said, “No she isn’t.”  And they laughed him to scorn.  She was still warm; she 
still had the flush about her cheeks.  She was still limber; she was still beautiful.  She hardly appeared to 
have death’s touch on her.   
 
There are a lot of folks that you are going to meet that are lost, dead, beyond hope, but they don’t look 
like they’re dead.  They look pretty good.  You say, “They’re dead.  No, they’re not.”  You can’t decide.  
Then there’s the widow’s son.  They have him decked out, and he is already still.  They are taking him to 
put him in the ground.  There are some folks that are already stiff, and pasty looking with the look of 
death on them.  It is obvious. 
 
Then you go to Lazarus, and what’s happening with him?  He is vile and repulsive and offensive.  He’s 
already corrupted.  Some are more soft than others, but it doesn't make any difference how they appear 
– if you’re dead, you’re dead.  A man said, “Die young and have a pretty corpse.”  Well, you are still 
dead.  When you are dead, there isn’t any hope, and that is the issue in death.  When you are dead in 
trespasses and sins, the issue is that you are in this condition, and you do not have any hope.  That’s 
spiritual death. 
 
Now there are five kinds of death: 
 
1) Physical death – physical death is your soul departing from your body – separation (2 Corinthians 5:8, 
Philippians 1:21, Genesis 35:18, James 2:26 – the body without the spirit is dead). 
2) Spiritual death – a person who is separated from God in time  (Ephesians 2:1, 4:17; Romans 5:12). 
3) Second death – separation from God in eternity (Revelation 20:12-15, 21:8). 
4) Positional death – when you die with Christ at Calvary (Romans 6:3-7; Galatians 2:20; Colossians 2:12, 
3:3). 
5) Functional death  – Abraham didn’t consider the deadness of Sarah’s womb.  Her ability to produce 
children was dead, functionally dead (Romans 4:19).  There’s a believer not functioning.  He is acting like 
an unsaved person (Ephesians 5:14).  There is another example of being functionally dead, not 
operating.  If you live in sin, you are not operating like a believer (1 Timothy 5:8).  Then you have the 
verse that says, “faith without works is dead”.  It isn’t operating (James 2:17).  
 
You want to be able to distinguish between those five deaths in your bible.  We were reading some time 
ago in the Ambassadorship Class about death, and we were talking about reversionism.  Well, that is 
functional death.  Every time you read those things, you are not talking about spiritual death.  You are 
not talking about the same kind of death.  Now, the death in Ephesians 2:1 is spiritual death, separation 
from God in time.   
 
Ephesians 2:1 – “AND you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.”  Now we talked 
about the fact that you were spiritually dead – you were dead in sins and trespasses.  Your spirit was 
alienated from the life of God. 
 

 

Ephesians 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course 
of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that now worketh in the children of disobedience:  (Under the control of Satan) 

The expression Time Past, and the expression But Now, are used two ways in the Bible: 
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1.  Dispensationally Ephesians 2:11, 12, and 13 
2.  Personally  Used about individuals:  before you were saved — Time Past 
      when you are saved — But Now 
 
The personal predicament of the individual Ephesian, and God’s answer for it, is identified in verses 1-10.  
The dispensational position of that Gentile, (the problem he faced), is found in verse 11.  It would do you 
some good some time to sit down with a concordance, and go through Paul’s epistles to find all the 
places he uses that expression But now or Now, and categorize them.  That is one of the greatest 
expressions in Scripture.  It is wonderful to see the places where Paul talks about it.  He shows you the 
way you were before you were saved, but now there is a change in the program.  He talks of the 
dispensational position you were in back there, but now there is a new dispensation.   
 
Without the dispensational change, the personal change would not be available to you.  The reason you 
can personally have a but now in Christ Jesus, is that God has changed the dispensational system and 
setup.  That is the issue in Time Past:  that you and I as Gentiles were not welcome in the Time Past 
program or dispensation on the basis of our Gentile status.  We were at a dispensational disadvantage.  
There is built up there, what is called a middle wall of partition between the Jews and the Gentiles.  See 
Ephesians 2:11. 
 
Who is running the world now?  You see that a problem has developed.  He creates this heaven and this 
earth, and He puts positions of governmental authority all through it and He fills it with creatures who are 
to be subject to Him, and one of these creatures sins and goes out and forms an opposition.  There’s 
been a rebellion.  Ephesians 6:12  
 
2  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, [Well, wait a minute.  If you 
were dead, (in the sense of cessation of activity), in sins, how could you walk in them?   See, it doesn't 
say that spiritual death is just to be dead in sins.  Your spirit is not dead in the sense that it ceases to act.  
Death is not cessation of function and activity in the passage.  Death is alienation from life.]  according to 
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:  Ephesians 
4:18 
 
The course of this world is the course that is developing and promoting the plan and the program of 
Satan.  What is Satan's wise plan?  Isaiah 11: “to be like the most high God,” to ascend, to be up, and to 
go up.  It is that:  “Take it from me,”  “Make me the big thing,” “I.”  Pride was his sin, and his wise plan 
and program in Isaiah—we studied those things.   
 
Isaiah 14:  the world system is the system that develops Satan’s plan, and leads ultimately to its ultimate 
form in the antichrist.  So Paul says, don't be conformed to that thing out yonder—to the system, the 
form and the fashion of the world that is about you.  Come over with me to I John 2,  and James 4, and 
let me show you the system of values that the world has.  James 4:4 
 
The word “vanity” means “empty, nothing.”  If you take a cylinder and your remove everything out of it, 
what do you create?  You create a vacuum.  Do you know what happens if you have a vacuum and you 
put a stopper on the bottle and then you take the stopper off?  The vacuum sucks air in.  Well here you 
have a vain mind that is just sucking in the world’s viewpoint.  It is sucking in human viewpoint, and 
worldly viewpoint.  Look at 1 Corinthians 2:12 
 
The creative genius of unsaved people is satanically inspired.  It comes right out of the perception 
(spirit).  And the unsaved man walks in that program.  Now let’s talk about the soul of an unsaved man.  
Turn to Romans 1:21-24 
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Well, then you are not only dead in trespasses and sins, but you are disobedient.  Why are you 
disobedient?  You are disobedient because you are subject to Satan.  You are dominated by the working, 
and the will, of Satan. 
 
Ephesians 2:2 – “Wherein in time past ye walked.”  Notice the activity involved.  How is it that you are 
dead?  You are dead by trespasses, sins, walking “according to the course of this world”.  
 
Verse 3 – “our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of our flesh.”  Do 
you see how all of those things describe action?  Well, then I know something.  I know that being dead 
in trespasses and sins does not mean the cessation of activity.  Being spiritually dead does not mean that 
you are spiritually inactive, does it?  Aren’t the unbelievers in the passage said to have quite an active life 
in the spirit world?  Doesn't it say that they walk “according to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience”?  Isn’t there 
spiritual activity going on in an unsaved man?  But it isn’t God’s activity (spirit has a small “s” not a 
capital “S”).   
 
The word “death” is a synonym for separation.  And when it says that you are dead in trespasses and 
sins, it doesn't mean that you are not spiritually operative and moving.  It doesn't mean that there is 
spiritual annihilation and lack of activity.  You are not dead like a body is dead and doesn't move and feel 
and act.  Obviously, the death, in the passage, is not the annihilation and is not cessation of activity.  
That is important to remember because you will run into people that will talk about spiritual death as 
though it is the cessation of activity and responsiveness.  And it is not that!  Ephesians 4:17 is another 
verse that defines it for you.  Ephesians 4:17 
 
Verse 2 – “Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world.”  In other words, before 
you got saved you walked in trespasses and sins, which were according to the course of this world.  The 
last half of the verse says, “according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in 
the children of disobedience.”  Not only were you dead in sins and trespasses, but you were also 
disobedient.  You were subject to Satan.  You were dominated by the will, and the working, of Satan.  
You were dead, and now he says that you were dominated by Satan, by his will, by his working.  You 
were a disobedient people.  In fact he says “the children of disobedience.” 
 
The beginning of the verse says, “Wherein in time past ye walked.”  It is important to notice, in that 
verse, that spiritual death does not mean that the spirit doesn't operate, because you are walking and 
doing all of these things in the passage.  You are following, you are walking, you are disobedient, and 
you are fulfilling the desires of the flesh, and so forth.  Spiritual death is a description of being separated 
from God. 
 
Please remember those five kinds of death, because I guarantee you will see them on the test.  They are 
important!  Spiritual death means to be separated from God in time.  The second death means to be 
separated from God in eternity.  Spiritual death can be remedied by getting saved and being reconciled 
to God in time.  The second death can never be remedied. 
 
Verse 2 – “Wherein (in trespasses and sins) in time past ye walked.”  Your walk, and your activity, and 
your lifestyle, and the culture in which you live was “according to the course of this world”.  The “course 
of this world” is a reference to the world system.  The world system is directed by Satan.  The verse says, 
“…ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air.”  In 
other words, the course of this world operates in line with the desires of the prince of the power of the 
air.  
 
Now, the course of this world is directed by Satan.  Satan is called the prince of the power of the air.  
What is that a reference to?  What is he talking about?  The “air” is a bible way of talking about the 
invisible realm, the realm that you cannot see with your eyes. 
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Luke 8:4-5 
 
The word “course” is like a river.  It flows like a river, like the current that’s running through the system.  
And the world’s system is just a manifestation, and expression, and philosophy of Satan.  It is the 
channel through which his program is developed. 
 
In Galatians 1:4, he calls it “this present evil world”.  The world system is inherently evil, and it will be 
that way until the Lord Jesus Christ takes it over.  And the reason it is that way is because of the spirit 
that now worketh in the children of disobedience.  The spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience is the combined system that Satan has, which consists of Satan and all of his combined 
subordinate demonic accomplices.   
 
Notice that it says, “the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience”.  I have said it to you 
before, and I am going to say it to you again, “The genius of unsaved men is satanically inspired.”  Every 
unsaved person is demon possessed.  It is important that you understand how demon activity works 
today because every unsaved person is demonically possessed.   
 
Do you remember that when the demonic activity took place under the kingdom program in Matthew 12, 
it manifested exactly what the dispensational situation was at that time?  You had the earthly ministry of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  He begins to preach at the beginning of his earthly ministry and preaches until his 
crucifixion, let’s say.  Then he is crucified and he goes away, and the Holy Spirit comes back.  In Matthew 
12, he is describing what is going on in the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ.  In his earthly 
ministry, he sends his people out; and he says, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”.  They are 
talking about the kingdom of heaven that will be on the earth.  They are talking about his kingdom being 
established on this planet, him coming as the King of kings, Messiah King, and Redeemer of Israel.  
That’s the issue all through the earthly ministry of Christ.  Matthew 12:22 
 
Ephesians 2:2.  Under whose dominion did you live?  You lived under Satan’s dominion.  You walked 
according to the course of this world, according to the Spirit that now works in the children of 
disobedience.  You were in lockstep, as an unsaved person, with the program and the plan and the policy 
and the participants of Satan’s kingdom and Satan’s philosophy.   
 
Look at Ephesians 2:2 – “Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according 
to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience.”   
 
Do you know who he is?  He is the prince of the power of the air (the unseen realm).  Not only is Satan 
the prince over what is visible, but he is also the prince of the power of the invisible realm – of the air.  
That is what that word “air” means – invisible.  He is the prince of the power of the heavenlies also.   
 
The governmental authority, the heavenly places are under Satan’s authority and his control today.  He 
has usurped them.  Although, that is not such good news, you need to understand that.  Can you 
understand that if you are a heavenly people, and Satan controls the heavenlies, you are destined to 
have an impact on him.   
 
 

Ephesians 2:3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times 
past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.  (Under the 

control of sin nature) 
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You were in a predicament, weren’t you?  Here are these people that God is going to use to reconcile the 
heavenly places themselves, and what is their position?  Are they wonderful, godly people seeking to 
please God and walking according to his purpose?  If he was going to use you people, he had a problem.  
You had a personal predicament; you were dead in trespasses and sins.  You were dominated by Satan.  
You were children of disobedience.  You were depraved, and driven by the old sin nature.  You were 
doomed – a child of wrath.  You were in a mess!  You do not qualify personally, or individually.  But that 
isn’t all.  Look at Ephesians 2:11 
 
Notice – the world (verse 2), Satan (verse 2), and the flesh (verse 3).  Those are the three great enemies 
– the world, the flesh, and the devil.  And you are a jolly participant with all of it.  Verse 3 says that you 
are driven by the old sin nature; you are depraved.  Not only that, but you are “by nature the children of 
wrath”.  You are doomed. 
 
Now, let’s go back to verse 1 and work down.  Number one, you are dead in trespasses and sins.  Well 
what does that mean?  How is it that we were dead in trespasses and sins?  Notice verse 1 – “who were 
dead in trespasses and sins”.  “Trespasses” is “a violation of the law”.  You violate the law.  “Sin” is “to 
miss the mark”.  That’s where you’re dead – you are dead by violating the law and by missing the mark. 
 
Now, I don’t want to just belabor the thing, so go back to Ephesians.  My point to you is something you 
have to remember today.  When you deal with unsaved people, you are dealing with people that are 
demon possessed, not like they were in time past, but demon possessed as they are in the dispensation 
of grace meaning the doctrines of devils has possessed their minds.   
 

You have to take the light of the gospel of Christ, the truth of God, and shine that in there.  And the way 
you dispel false doctrine is with true doctrine.  The way he dispelled Satan’s kingdom in times past, and 
destroyed it, was by casting out the possession of the Nation.  In the dispensation of grace, it is by the 
ministry of the word of God. 
 
Ephesians 2 – You are dead (verse 1), you are dominated by the will and working of Satan (verse 2), and 
now he says that you are also driven by the old sin nature (verse 3). 

 
Ephesians 2:3 – “Among whom also (the children of disobedience) we all had our conversation in times 
past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others.”  We were depraved.  We all had our conversation in times past in the 
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind.  We were just driven by a totally 
desire-oriented life.  We were doing what we wanted to do, when we wanted to do it, and the way we 
wanted to do it.  And, that is all that counted, right?  You know that is a fact about yourself, don’t you?  

Well, that is what he is talking about – being totally depraved.  It is Genesis 3:6 all over again, in you, so 
you don’t have to blame it on Adam.   
 
When he talks about “the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh” that is “the sins of the flesh” 
– overt, outward activities.  Then he says, “and of the mind” and that is “mental attitude sins” – pride, 
vanity, arrogance, self-will, covetousness, independence, irritability.  Those are the two sides of the old 
sin nature – the overt, outward things and the mental attitude sins.  You have the sins (desires) of the 

flesh and of the mind. 
 
Then it says in verse 3 “and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.”  We were doomed!  
Look at Ephesians 5:6 
 
Ephesians 2:3 – “…and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.”  You were “by nature” the 
children of wrath.  You weren’t a helpless victim.  You are the children of wrath because of who and what 
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you are by nature.  You are not sick.  Folks, you must understand that unsaved people are not sick; they 
are sinners.  People say, “That’s a sick activity!”  It might make you sick, but the reason that people do 
those things is because they are sinners. 
 
As soon as you say that something is a sickness, you say that you are helpless to do anything about it.  I 
would never want an activity that I performed to be a sickness.  I would always want it to be a sin, 
because if it’s a sickness, I am a helpless victim; but if it’s a sin, I can be responsible for it.  And if I can 
be responsible for it, I can change it.   
 
What does the world do?  They avoid responsibility and shift the blame over here and say, “I’m sick!”  I 
am not a drunk; I’m sick.  I am not a dope addict; I’m sick.  I am not a pervert; I’m sick.  I am not a 
whoremonger and an adulteress; I’m sick.  I am not a person with an evil nasty hateful disposition; I’m 
sick.  I’m not a person with a deceptive sneaky thieving disposition; I’m sick.  I’m not a person with an 
irritable angry spirit; I just have emotional problems.  You sure do, but you will never get any victory 
over them until you are responsible. 
 
People, the word responsible means ‘respondable’.  If you are responsible, you are able to respond.  And 
if you are able to respond, you are responsible.  You can’t have one without the other.  The greatest 
thing that will ever happen is for folks to realize that they are what they are because of who they are, 
and therefore they are accountable, and therefore they can do something about it. 
 
Look what God does about it.  By yourself, you could not do a thing, could you?  Your nature was 
doomed – dead in sins, dominated by Satan, driven by the lusts of the flesh, by the old sin nature. 

2:4-10 What Christ has done in us- Raised and seated on the throne, having forgiven you all 

trespasses – Redeemed. 

 

Ephesians 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us,  

Circle the first two words in Ephesians 2:4 – “But God”.  You need to get real familiar with the “but God” 
verses in the bible – “But God remembered Noah”, “But God revealed unto us”, “But God commended his 
love towards us, in that, while we were yet sinners”, “But God be thanked”.  You were in a predicament, 
but thanks be to God.  That brings Him into action.  “But” is a conjunction of contrast.  There is an 
emphatic break – this is the way it was, but God did something about it and changed the whole thing.   
 
Ephesians 2:4 – “But God, who is rich in mercy” – there are infinite resources of mercy for the vilest of 
sinners.  God is “rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us.”  It all comes out of the love of 
God.   
Romans 5:8 – “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.” 
Ephesians 2:4 – “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;).”  Mr. O’Hair used to 

say that the three great bywords of this age are great love, great mercy, and great grace.  And those are 
the verses that demonstrate it to be true.   
 
It says, “But God, who is rich in mercy” – infinite mercy.  Nobody is ever so far away that he can’t reach 
them, and nobody is ever so vile that he can’t touch them.  Then it says, “…for his great love wherewith 
he love us.”   
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God’s love and his mercy and his grace combined to raise a fallen race;   
His hand is ready ‘er we call, held out for forgiveness for all;   
It was love that paid the price on the cross of Calvary;  
It was grace, redeeming grace that paid the ransom full and free.   
 
That’s it!  Even when we were dead in sins, that’s who we were.  That is how helpless and hopeless we 
were.  God has made us alive together with Christ, and that is the answer.  Salvation is just us bringing 
all that we have, all of the nothingness, and laying it aside and trusting all of his love, his mercy, and his 
grace.  He has quickeneth us together with Christ, by grace are ye saved.  That’s grace – not our work, 
but it is all his work.  Jesus died and was buried and rose again for us. 
 
Gentlemen, the only way you are fully going to know the love of Christ, fully comprehend the value and 
esteem that he has for you, is to comprehend the mystery that is revealed to you through Paul; because 
only then are you going to know fully how God’s love extends out.   

 

Ephesians 2:5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us 
together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)  

Notice the converse now.  He told you some things up there about what your personal predicament was 
in verses 1-3.  Now he is going to give you the other side – God’s provision and God’s answer to the 
problem.   
 
Number one, he quickens us together with Christ.  We are “made alive” with Christ.  “Quickening” is “the 
imparting of God’s life, being made alive”.  It is called the “new birth”.  John 3:6 is a verse that describes 
the new birth – “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  
That which is born of the Spirit (capital S) is spirit.  Your dead spirit is born; it has life given to it by God’s 
Spirit.  Eternal life is imputed to you and implanted in you.  It is given to you when you trust Christ.  That 
is the imparting of eternal life.  That’s God’s life being given to you. 
 
Titus 3:5 calls it “the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.”  God the Holy Spirit 
cleanses us by regenerating us and giving us a live spirit, giving life to our dead spirit.  Ephesians 2:5 
says, “…hath quickened us together with Christ.”  Notice that it doesn't say, “…hath quickened us 
together in Christ.”  The reference is to our identification with him when he died for us at Calvary and 
was raised again there.  The dominion of sin and death is broken, so now who has the dominion?  Christ 
does.  We are dead to sin that we might be alive unto God. 
 

 

Ephesians 2:6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:  

Do you reckon that is a geographic location where the Lord Jesus Christ is?  Is he somewhere?  Sure he 
is!  If he isn’t, you’re in trouble.  Look at Ephesians 3:10 
 
You are identified with the Lord Jesus Christ totally and completely in everything he did.  When you 
become a member of the body of Christ, that means that everything that belongs to him belongs to you 
and everything he did, you did.  You were crucified with him, you die with him on Calvary, then you’re 
buried and then you’re quickened.  You come back to life with him.  
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Now, when Jesus is in the tomb, he comes back to life.  He is quickened, but then he is raised out of that 
tomb.  He is raised out of that tomb as a visible demonstration that he is alive.  Could he have lived 
forever in that tomb and never come out?  He’s God and he could have lived in there forever and been 
alive and well, and nobody would have ever seen him.  Therefore, nobody would have ever known that 
he was alive.  Didn’t they seal the door?  But, he came forth.  He was raised from the dead.  He came up 
out of the tomb.  He came visibly forth from the grave in order to demonstrate the forgiveness.  But, you 
know he came out visibly.  God gave him life, but he also gave him freedom from bondage, and he went 
free!   
 
Ephesians 2:6 – “…and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”  That is back in 
Ephesians 1:20-21.  He goes up and is seated at the right hand of the Father on high, the Majesty on 
High, and is appointed heir of all things.  And we are seated together with him, at the Father’s right hand 
up there, as participants together with him in his heavenly government. 
 
Notice that it says that we are seated together “in Christ”.  Now he doesn't say, “with Christ”, but he 
says, “in Christ”.  We are not with him right now; we are not up there.  Some day we will be caught up 
forever to be with him.  While we are still here though, how does God see us?  He sees us “in him”.  We 
are seated “together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” 
 
God did all this – took us and gave us a complete and total salvation package, all completely and totally 
accomplished.  Why?  Verse 7  

 

Ephesians 2:7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding 
riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.  

That’s really something to me!  “That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his 
grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.”  Do you realize how our election goes from 
eternity past - before the foundation of the world - all the way through the Ages to Come?  In a few 
short verses you have spanned the gamut of eternity from one end to the other.  Ephesians 3:21 
 
That is what God is going to do with us.  He is going to make us an eternal monument to manifest forth 
the glory of his grace.  We have a fantastic future!  Notice the expression “To the praise of the glory of 
his grace”.  Notice Ephesians 1:12 – “That we should be to the praise of his glory.”  Notice the end of 
verse 14 – “… unto the praise of his glory.” 
 
Ephesians 1:1-6 describes what God the Father is doing, how the Father has laid the plan and that all of 
the Father’s work is for the praise of the glory of his grace. 
Ephesians 1:7-12 describes what the Son has done, and it works out just to be to the praise of his glory. 
Ephesians 1:13-14 focuses in on the work of the Holy Spirit, and it is for the purpose of the praise of his 
glory. 
 
Everything that God Almighty does is for the praise of his glory.  The nation Israel will manifest his glory 
in the earth.  The body of Christ will be to the praise of the glory of his grace throughout the ages to 
come in the heavenly places.  You and I, as members of his body, have the opportunity right now by 
virtue of the Spirit of God, that spirit of adoption, to manifest what will be manifest fully through us in 
eternity.   
 
Folks, when the body of Christ is completed, it is going to be a perfect representative and representation 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is going to be the fulness of God on public display, the fulness of him that 
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filleth all in all.  God is forming the body of Christ today, and he will come back and get it; and when the 
body is united with the Head, the one new man is going to be completed.  The one new man will be 
brought together with it’s Head; and the one new man, for the first time, will be a completed entity.  
They will go out in the heavenly places and represent him and show forth the exceeding riches of his 
grace and his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.  That is divine favor!  And it all centers in him. 
 
Ephesians 2:7 – “That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his 
kindness toward us, (What kind of kindness?  You just read it in verse 6 – look at you and then look what 
he does.), through Christ Jesus.”  It all centers in him, and that is why it’s grace.  And that’s why he says 
what he does in verses 8-10.  It all centers in Christ, and it all centers in his grace.   
 
Another reason we do good works is the Judgment Seat of Christ – the eternal glory of the Lord Jesus 
Christ (Ephesians 2:7, 2 Timothy 2:10 and verses like that).  Ephesians 2:7 – “That in ages to come he 
might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us.”  Folks, in the ages to come, you 
and I are going to shine for the glory of his grace.  And, the more responsive you’ve been to his grace, 
the more demonstration of the glory of that grace there is going to be through you.  So, there is some 
glory for the Lord in eternity future. 
 

 

Ephesians 2:8 For(1) by grace are ye saved (Grace came by the faith of Jesus Christ) 

(2)through faith; (Faith is trusting the word)  (3)and that not of yourselves: (We are 

nothing to do with our salvation) (4)it is the gift of God:  (It is a gift)   

I made an outline of the verse.  Let me read you the one I made.  I only used Verse 8: “For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.”  The verse divides itself into five 
sections: 1) by grace, 2) are, 3) ye, 4) saved, 5) through faith.   
 
1.  By grace: the theme of salvation.  I want to inform my people that salvation is by grace through faith.   

2.  By grace are ye saved: that is the certainty of salvation. 
3.  By grace are ye saved: that is the object of salvation. 
4.  By grace are ye - what?  Saved: that is the content. 
5.  By grace are ye saved through faith: that is the means. 
 
Do you see how you can do it.  You try to make each of these five points into a logical statement. 
You get the rough sketch together and then you begin to develop the logic and all this information that 

best puts across, explains and amplifies the purpose that you discovered in the verse.  We discovered 
that the verse means that salvation is by grace through faith plus nothing, so we want to develop a 
message that explains that.  We say, “1) Grace isn’t works.  Grace is the total absence of works. 2) 
Salvation is a free gift, folks; there isn’t anything you can do to pay for it.  3) Salvation is by faith, you 
see.  That is how you get it.” 
 
“For by grace are ye saved . . .” How?  “Through faith.”    Election is by grace, and grace is through faith, 

always.  Grace is appropriated by the individual through faith.  We are saved by grace through faith.  A 
very clear verse, and one that I use all the time when I’m talking to people.   
 
Do you know what grace is – by grace are ye saved?  Write down 2 Corinthians 8:9 beside Ephesians 2:8 
in your bible.  2 Corinthians 8:9 – “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.”  That is grace, and 
that is the grace whereby ye are saved (Ephesians 2:5). 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=49.2.7|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.2.7|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=55.2.10|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.2.7|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=47.8.9|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.2.8|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=47.8.9|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.2.5|_AUTODETECT_|


These are probably three of the most familiar verses among bible believers anywhere.  Verses 8-10 – 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, 
lest any man should boast.  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”  It is God’s grace and not human merit that 
must have all the praise. 
 
I read those verses and I hardly know what to say to you about them when I teach down through the 
passage, because they are so clear, and they speak so simply for themselves.  By grace, by God’s grace, 
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves.  Salvation is not “of you”, but it is “of God”.  It is 
the gift of God.  And by the way, the gift of God, in the verse, is “Not of works, lest any man should 
boast.”  The gift of God, in the bible, is always salvation.  It is never faith!  In these passages, it is 
salvation and not faith. 
 
Romans 6:23 – “The gift of God is eternal life.” 
Romans 5:15-18 – The gift of God in those verses is the gift of righteousness; it is the gift of life. 
John 4:10 – The gift of God, again, is salvation. 
 
There aren’t any verses in the bible that say, “The gift of God is faith”.  There is a theological system that 
says that, but the gift of God, in the passage, is salvation by grace through faith plus nothing.  Faith is a 
gift of God in the providential sense.  Had Christ not come, had the word of God not been made 
available, had you not heard the word of God, you would never have had faith to believe that Christ died 
for your sins because faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.  You, by yourself, would 
never have figured out this Good News Program; and you, by your faith, would never have been able to 
generate faith in that because you would never have heard the message.  But, when the life-giving 
message of the gospel came to you, then you trusted it, and that salvation that it provides is God’s gift to 
you. 
 
So faith is the gift in a providential sense, an indirect sense, simply because everything that you have 
comes from God.  But, the idea that God implants faith down in someone’s heart is incorrect.  The idea 
that he first  regenerates them and puts faith in their hearts, and then they can believe and get saved, is 
a theological doctrine that is not taught in the passage.   
 
Sometimes people try to make it say that their faith is the gift of God, but the gift of God is not of 
yourself and not of works.  Faith would never be of works.  Faith is the opposite of works; faith is not a 
work.  There is no way faith could be a work.  There is no reason he would say, “It is not of works” if he 
is talking about faith, because Romans 5 clearly tells you that faith is not a work.  So, salvation would not 
be of works. 

 

Ephesians 2:9 (5)Not of works, lest any man should boast.  

What is the gift of God?   Well, they say that faith is the gift of God.  Do you know of any verse in the 
Bible that says faith is the gift of God?    
 
Student comment:  “In I Corinthians He gives somebody gifts.”   
 
I'm talking about the gift of faith.   I Corinthians is talking about a sign gift.  We are talking about 
something else.  I see what you are talking about, but that is a different kind of thing.   That is a gift 
given to people who are already believers.  What does the Bible say that the gift of God is?   Eternal life.  
Salvation.  Romans 4, Romans 5, Romans 6, John 4, over and over and over again.   Eternal life is the 
gift of God. 
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Faith is not of works folks, and there is not any boasting in faith.  Obviously, the issue there is salvation.  
“By grace you are saved through faith and that [salvation] not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of 
works, lest any man should boast.”    
 
Keep your hand there, and come over with me to John 6, and go back to this issue about the Word of 
God being a life-giving message.   Get John 6 in one hand and Matthew 12 and Ephesians 1.  I will give 
you an illustration in Matthew 12.  Do you remember what Romans 1:16 says?  Romans 1:16, John 6:63, 
Matthew 12:13 

 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk 
in them  

 
The word “should” is in subjunctive mood.  It means you are obligated to do it, but there is a 50-50 
chance you won’t!  The Oxford Dictionary says: A verb in the subjunctive mood expresses what is 
imagined or wished or possible. 
 
There is the divine call of the gospel and the love of God to constrain you to walk in those good works, 
but it is still your responsibility.   Some will tell you if you don’t do it you are lost.  Let me show you some 
people that did not do it and were not lost.  1 Corinthians 1:2. 
 
God saves you by grace, through faith, plus nothing.  And after He saves you, you should walk in good 
works.  That word “should” is not in the sense that you “must.”  But, it is a subjunctive.  It is something 
that you ought to do, that you are obligated to do, but that you might possibly not do.  But, you should 
because God ordained that you do it, and that is God’s will and purpose.   
 
You look at the Corinthians.  1 Corinthians 1:2 says that they are sanctified, and that they are God’s 
children.  And again in chapter 5, and other chapters, you see heinous sins in their midst.  And yet Paul 
calls them “saints.”  He recognizes their salvation.  God says, “I have done everything.  You do nothing.”  
And that is the issue – faith alone.   
 
By bringing our lives into line with the position that we have in Christ, with the privileges and the 
blessings and his purpose, we are his workmanship.  We are something that God is creating, and we are 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works that God before ordained that we should walk in them. 
 
Folks, he foreordained that we would walk in certain ways.  He foreordained you to behave, and to do 
good works, and to live a life that is well pleasing to him.  That is what he marked the believers out for, 
and that is the way your should work.  
  
The reason God chose believers wasn’t so you could go out and live anyway you want to.  God marked 
out members of the body of Christ for a certain type of lifestyle, a certain type of living, a certain way to 
live, and a certain way to behave.  And he said, “That’s the way we should walk in him.”  We are 
obligated to do it by who we are.  
 
You say, “By what obligation?”  It’s by the obligation of love, the obligation of grace, and the obligation 
of gratitude.   
 
Notice that it doesn't say, “We must walk in them.”  It says, “We should.”  The word is in the subjunctive 
mood, meaning maybe you will and maybe you won’t, but you should.  It comes back to the matter of 
you choosing to do it.  God saved you and thoroughly and totally equipped you to do it.  Now, you are 
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obligated to do it; you ought to do it.  Gratitude and love will constrain you to do it, but you have to 
choose to do it.  There is not a time when you don’t do it that you are excusable for not doing it.  But, 
you have to choose to do it.  That is the opportunity God gives us to respond to him the way he 
determined for us to walk, and to behave, and to live, and to walk worthy of the calling that he’s given 
us, and to do it by grace through faith.   
 
Ephesians 2:10 – “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works.”   
 
The first reason to do good works under grace is because that is what God saved us for.  God did not 
save you just to go live your own way and do your own thing.  You were doing that before, and you did a 
real good job of that before he saved you.  He saved you and made you a part of what he is doing so 
you can walk in that and do those good works that he ordained before the foundation of the world that 
the body of Christ would do.  So, there are the mandates – the things God gives us to do.  (Galatians 
6:7-9). 

 

One in Christ 

2:11-22 Our position as disadvantaged Gentiles 

2:11-12 dispensational issue of separation, the alienation  

2:13-15 dispensational reconciliation 

Ephesians 2:11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past 
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is 
called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;  

Look at verse 11 to see how Paul defines these time periods.  There we see that Time Past has a 
characteristic which is that there are two groups of people:  the Circumcision and the Uncircumcision.  
This is the basic characteristic of Time Past.  When you find in your Bible that God’s dealings with men 
are based on a division and a distinction between the Circumcision and the Uncircumcision, you know 
immediately that you are in Time Past. 
 
There is a time that Paul calls, “Time Past”  (Verse 11-12) 
 
Those people were at each other’s throats constantly.  God also had a middle wall of partition which he 
had erected in Time Past.  It made a notable difference between the Jew and the Gentile.  The Gentile 
was on the wrong side of that wall, without access to God. 
 
In the Antediluvian age (the age before the flood), Genesis 5 starts with Adam and ends with Noah.  In 
Chapter 6, 7 and 8 there is Noah and the flood. 
 
You notice that “Time Past” is characterized by a distinction between some people that he calls the 
Circumcision and some people he calls the Uncircumcision.   
 
You not only, personally, didn’t qualify; but if you personally, individually, could have qualified, 
dispensationally you didn’t qualify.  Do you understand?  You have two problems.  You are dead in sin 
and in the uncircumcision of your flesh.  Colossians 2:13 summarizes Ephesians 2 by saying, “And you, 
being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh.”  You are dead in sins – your own personal 
predicament individually and also in the uncircumcision of your flesh dispensationally.  You had no place 

before God; you were an outcast.  The great middle wall of partition separated you. 
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So, what does he do?  Through the cross, the Lord Jesus Christ takes care of the barrier, the problem of 
your sin, your allegiance to Satan and his program.  You were a participant in Satan’s program.  Do you 
understand that?  You were a willing participant in Satan’s kingdom.  And Christ comes down here, and 
he takes a bunch of people out of Satan’s kingdom and makes them saints – participants in His kingdom.  
And then he does these wonderful things for them.  That is fantastic!  Do you know what that magnifies?  
It magnifies grace!  It exalts grace!  And besides that, it exalts the magnificent wisdom of God.   
 
Do you remember Romans 3 – the redemption that’s in Christ magnifies grace.  Then in Romans 4, we 
found out God could give eternal life to everyone who has perfect righteousness.  So now that you have 
perfect righteousness, can he give you eternal life?  Well, whom did he promise eternal life to?  He 
promised it to Abraham and his seed.  Were you a part of Abraham and his seed?  We had a 
dispensational disadvantage, didn’t we?  But, do you remember how we found in Romans 4 that God, in 
his wisdom, foreknew what he was going to do in forming the body of Christ so he justified Abraham in a 
special and unique manner so that you and I could be included.  Do you see that?  The dispensation of 
grace magnifies the grace and the matchless wisdom of Almighty God.  Ephesians 3:9-10 

 

Ephesians 2:12 That at that time (1) ye were without Christ, (2) being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and (3) strangers from the 
covenants of promise, (4)  having no hope, and (5) without God in the 
world:  

When Jesus Christ came in His earthly ministry, (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), those Gentiles, (the 
Uncircumcision), were without Christ.  Why?  Because they were “aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel.”  “and strangers from the covenants of promise,”  God had made those people of the Circumcision 
some promises, (covenants).  A covenant is a contractual agreement.  “…having no hope,”  The man of 
the Circumcision had a hope in Time Past.  We will see later that he looked out into the future in the 
Ages to Come, and had a hope.  But God had not given the Uncircumcision a hope.  So all the promises 

and covenants were made with Israel, and when Christ came in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, He did 
not come to those people of the Uncircumcision, (Gentiles); He came to the Circumcision, or the Jews of 
Israel.   
 
Therefore I know that Time Past has to do with the time when that distinction is there between Israel 
and the Gentiles.  God’s dealings with man then, is based on the distinction between the Circumcision 
and the Uncircumcision.  The reason the Gentiles were without Christ, and without God, and without 
hope, is because of that distinction.  In verse 14 Paul calls it the middle wall of partition.  God built a wall 
of distinction between the Circumcision and the Uncircumcision.  The Gentiles were on the outside, and 
the Israelites were on the inside. 
 
Why were they without Christ?  Why were they in this position of contempt and separation?  Verse 11 is 
speaking of a social and racial division.  God set one nation aside from all the others.  Because of that 
they were without Christ, and when He came to earth, He came to the one nation – Israel.  Gentiles were 
without Christ because they were “aliens from the commonwealth of Israel.”  They were “strangers from 
the covenants of promise.”  They had no hope.  They did not have God, they were “without God in the 
world.”  The basic characteristic of Time Past is that division between the Circumcision and the 
Uncircumcision.  It is not just a racial division; there is a spiritual problem.   
 
You see, back there in Time Past, the Gentiles were without Christ.  But we just read that those people 
had Christ.  The Gentiles were aliens, but the Jews had the adoption and the glory.  The Gentiles were 
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strangers from the covenants of promise, but Israel’s people had the covenants, the giving of the law, 
the service of God and the promises.  Everything Israel had the Gentiles did not have in Time Past.  
 
Therefore, in Time Past, there was an advantage dispensationally for that Jew.  “But now,” Verse 13 
says, “in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.   For he is our 
peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;  
(Ephesians 2:13-14)  In Jesus Christ that advantage has been done away with. 
 
Your Bible has three divisions.  There’s Time Past when the basic characteristic is a division between the 
circumcision and the uncircumcision.  You see it in the passage.  There are people called the 
"Circumcision" and others called "Uncircumcision."  He says about us who are the Uncircumcision (verse 
12), “that at that time (Time Past), you were without Christ.”  When Jesus Christ came, He belonged to 
the Circumcision, the nation Israel.  His ministry in the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John don’t 
have anything to do with us.  They had to do with God’s purpose and program through Christ for the 
nation Israel - looking forward to the Ages to Come when He’ll bring in the Kingdom. Through Israel, 
salvation will go to the Gentiles.  
 
Do you see that?  You are alienated on the basis of two things – one, your personal position and 
predicament, (you are dead in sins), and two, your dispensational disadvantage.  And, there they are in 
one verse.   
 
You need to take a piece of paper sometimes and on the right side of it take Ephesians 2:11-12 and write 
down all the details – without God, without hope, aliens, strangers, etc.  Then you want to take Romans 
9:4,5 on the left side of the paper and write the details down. 
Watch what Paul says.  Romans 9:4-5 
 
Ephesians 2:12 says that we were without Christ.  That is a problem!  Do you know why?  The promises 
of God center in Jesus Christ and, without him, there’s no salvation for anybody.  We’re in trouble folks!  
Do you see the alienation, and the division, and the separation there?  Well, that’s what he’s dealing 
with. 
 
Ephesians 2:12 – “That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world.”  
You didn’t have any claim.  It all belonged to Israel, and you didn’t have anything that God ever promised 
you. 
 
He says, “having no hope.”  Hope is a confidence based on a creditable promise.  You didn’t have any 
hope because God never gave you any promise, and without a promise, you couldn’t have a hope.  Now 
somebody will say, “Wait a minute preacher!  Couldn’t Gentiles get saved in time past?”  Well, could 
they?  Yes, they could!  But, did they get saved because God promised to save them?  No, God made no 
covenant with the Uncircumcision.  He made the covenant with the Circumcision.  And God’s covenant to 
Israel was that if some of the Gentiles came up to join the ranks of Israel, then they could get in.  Do you 
understand that?   
 
Even in the millennium, the kingdom, when the salvation of God goes out to the nations of the earth, 
(and it’s the day of the great worldwide salvation), the salvation of the Gentiles is based on promises God 
made to Israel.  The kingdom, where Gentile worldwide salvation is a reality, is the result God’s promise.  
What did God tell Abraham?  “In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.”  That is the 
promise God gave to Abraham.  And when the nations of the earth are blessed out here, it will be in 
fulfillment of the promise that he made, the written agreement that he made with the nation Israel in 
time past.  And folks, you and I as Gentiles don’t match.  We don’t meet it, and we don’t get in!   
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Isaiah 56:6-7 indicates that a Gentile can come and join the ranks of Israel and cease to be a Gentile 
(become a proselyte).   
Esther 8:7 says that they became Jews. 
Acts 2:10 talks about proselytes – come up and join the ranks of Israel and partake of the covenant by 
becoming circumcised, by moving from the ranks of the Gentiles to the ranks of Israel.  But, the basis of 
it is the promise made to Israel.   
He didn’t shut the door to the Gentiles.  He just said, “If you stay in the ranks of the Gentiles, you can’t 
do it; you have to join the ranks of Israel.”  Do you see that?  It’s separation. 
Isaiah 61:4-6 and Isaiah 60:1-3 are very clear – even when the Gentiles are subject in the kingdom, it is 
based on the promises that God gave to Israel.   
 
Turn back to Ephesians 2:12 – “…strangers from the covenants of promise, (the promise God made to 
Abraham), having no hope, and without God in the world.”  Well, that is some statement!  I read that 
and marvel at it!  Without God is bad enough, but to say that you are without God in the world is to 
make the thing so dark that you can’t even have any light in it.   
 
Do you know what you just read about the world in Ephesians 2:2?  If you are without God, that is lost; 
but to be without God in the world is to be totally victimized by Satan’s Policy of Evil.  You are without 
God in the world and Satan’s Policy of Evil has complete total sway over you – darkness.  You are given 
up to walk in the old ways and so forth – an idol-worshipping heathen.  1 Thessalonians 4:5, Galatians 
4:8 
 
Ephesians 2:12  That at that time ye [Gentiles] were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:  
 
In time past were the Gentiles part of the promises of God?  It says they were strangers from the 
covenants of promise.  That means that they didn’t have any.  They didn’t have any hope.  God never 
made any promises to the Gentiles.  God never held out hope to them.  He gave the promises to Israel, 
so when you find a verse that says, “The promises are to you,” to whom is He talking?  To Israel.  Acts 
2:39 

 

 

2:13-15 dispensational reconciliation 

Ephesians 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off 
are made nigh by the blood of Christ.  

There came a point in time when that distinction between those two groups, the Circumcision and the 
Uncircumcision, was done away with; and God put the nation Israel aside, putting them on the same 
level as the Gentiles.  He concluded not only the Gentiles in unbelief, but Israel also.  Now He has 
concluded everybody in unbelief, and has formed the church, the Body of Christ in this dispensation.  
That is But Now.  It is important to understand where that begins, so you can understand which books in 
your Bible fit into that division. 
 
  TIME PAST      BUT  NOW                      AGES TO COME 
Circumcision (Israel)       Fulfillment 
Genesis thru Malachi             BODY OF CHRIST  of God’s purposes 

        
Uncircumcision (Gentiles)       
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Matt, Mark, Luke & John ROMANS - PHILEMON        Hebrews - Revelation 
 
Now you have the purpose for Time Past, and the purpose for But Now; and we move to the Ages to 
Come.  There are things that God will do in the future that He talked about doing in Time Past and in But 
Now.  
 
There is a time that Paul calls, “But Now”  (Verse 13)  (and again in Romans 3:21). 
 
Paul uses these terms many times in his epistles.  There are some contexts in which he uses them in 
which he is not talking about dispensational issues.  But there are many passages where he is talking 
about dispensational issues.  In fact, in Ephesians 2, in the first ten verses he uses the expression, “Time 
Past” (Vs. 2) and “But God” (Vs.4) describing the doctrine of these Ephesian’s personal salvation.  But 
beginning in Verse 11, Paul applies these terms to the dispensational issues of their salvation.  When you 
are talking about rightly dividing the Word, rather than imposing an artificial system on the scripture, it is 
important to go into the scripture and find how the scriptures rightly divide themselves.  In this passage, 
we have a view into the mentality, the mindset and frame of reference of the Apostle Paul with regard to 
dividing up the scripture.   
 
In Verse 7 Paul talks about the “Ages To Come.”  With these three expressions, Paul has divided the 
scripture in a very logical way: past, present and future. 
 
There is a basic distinction that Paul brings out about ”Time Past.”  He said you, in Time Past, were 
gentiles in the flesh.  You were called Uncircumcision by those who were called the Circumcision.  There 
is a basic distinction that marks Time Past in the Bible and it is the division between the circumcision and 
the Uncircumcision.  God Almighty, in Time Past, made a difference between people – between the Jew 
and the Gentile.   
 
In Verse 11 there is a racial difference.   Jew – Gentile 
In Verse 12 there is a religious difference.  Without Christ (aliens from Israel) 
 
Remember the drawing depicting the separation between the Jews and the other nations. 
 
____________________________________ 
                          Israel           ↕   (separated; cut off from one another) 
____________________________________ 
     Gentiles 
 
But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. (Ephesians 
2:13) 
 
 
Now, that division has been done away with and there is equality.  How were the Gentiles made nigh?  
The Jews fell down to the position of the gentile nations. 
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Rather than as the New International Version says in Ephesians 3:6 that the Gentiles are blessed with 
Israel (as they will be in the future earthly kingdom, in The Ages To Come where the nations will be 
brought to Messiah by the nation Israel, being blessed because of that) – rather, Israel falls down to the 
place where the Gentiles are.  That is a distinction.  Romans 11:25. 
 
You and I live in verse 13.  But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ. 
 
Here’s where we are in the Dispensation of Grace, the Body of Christ.  Now, you and I have a problem 
(at least I do) really appreciating what it was to have lived back in the “cut-off” position because you and 
I have only lived in a dispensation where everybody is included.  You understand that in Time Past you 
and I couldn’t do what we are doing tonight.  We’d have to go find a Jew and ask, “Will you please teach 
us?”  If he said, “No,” we’d have to go find somebody else because the Word of God belonged to them.  
Salvation was through Israel.  We couldn’t just go to church like this.  The people who got inside the 
building (the Temple) were Jews.  It was a religious requirement, an ethnic restriction.   
 
In order to appreciate what was going on back here; what it really meant to be cut off in Time Past; what 
our real status was as Gentiles, you really need to study the Old Testament in that light.  I want you to 
appreciate more fully the present Dispensation of Grace and the change in our status so that it will mean 
more to you than it ever has before.  It’s kind of hard for us to appreciate the alienation of Time Past 
because all we know about is the Dispensation of Grace.   
 
When you come to the “But Now” section, this distinction has been done away, and there’s a oneness 
again. 
 
13  But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off [Who is that?  Gentiles.] are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ.  [He is not talking about the body of Christ in verse 13; he is talking about the 
Gentiles having had their status changed.  The reconciliation of the world has taken place in verse 13; 
and now the Gentiles, not the saints, but the Gentiles have been made nigh.  That is the issue of the 
reconciliation of the world in chapter 11:15 in the book of Romans.]   
 
Now, the reason I emphasize this to you is because it is important!  Ephesians 2:13 says “But now in 
Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh.”  Now, you are not “made near” by joining 
ranks with Israel, but you are made near because Israel comes down to the Gentiles and God gives them 
up.  He gave the Gentiles up, and now he gives Israel up, and Israel falls. 
 
If you can locate where that division is, then you have “time past”.  When you are studying your bible 
and you can locate that division, and you are finding books and verses in your bible where that division 
exists, you know you are in “time past”.  When you find books and verses where there is no division, you 
have “but now”.  Let me show you.  We talked a minute ago about knowing things and then believing it.  
Well, this is where the rubber hits the road and the fur hits the fan.  Matthew 10:5-6 
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Go back to Ephesians 2 because I want you to see something in verses 13 and 14 that most people miss.  
I don’t want you to miss it!  Verses 11 and 12 are talking about the dispensational alienation.  Verses 13-
18 begin to talk about reconciliation.  The reconciliation that he talks about is in two parts.  Verses 13-15 
are talking about a dispensational reconciliation.  Verses 16-18 are talking about the reconciliation in the 
body of Christ.   
 
Look at Ephesians 2:13 – “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ.”  How were they far off?  They were far off dispensationally, right?  How are they made 
near?  They are made near dispensationally by the blood of Christ. 
 
People say, “It says ‘in Christ’ and ‘by the blood’, so it has to be believers.”  I keep telling you that that 
term “in Christ” is a redemptive term.  If that verse is saying that in Christ everybody that was far off is 
now made nigh, that won’t work.  Weren’t there some Gentiles in time past that didn’t get in Christ?  
Sure there were.  Were they far off?  Yes, they were.  Are they far off now?  No, they aren’t.  Is the word 
of faith nigh unto them?  Isn’t the opportunity given to them without any distinction?  Doesn't Paul have 
a totally unrestricted apostleship and ministry to go to all men without distinction today?  They can get 
saved quick as a Jew can today.  They couldn't in time past, but they can today.  There is no more 
distinction.  They are one.  They are all on the same level today – both of them with no hope except in 
the gospel.  The hope is in Christ.  2 Corinthians 5:18 
 
Ephesians 2:13 – “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh.”  There is a 
oneness, a total equality.  All men stand before God today on the same basis.   
 
We talked about those verses in the last lesson; and I tried to show you that there is a distinction 
between what Paul calls ‘time past’ and what he calls ‘but now’.  It is a distinction between the 
Circumcision on the one hand and the Uncircumcision on the other hand.  There is a group of people 
called the Circumcision, and that is Israel; and there is a group of people called the Uncircumcision, and 
that is the Gentiles.  The basic characteristic of time past is that distinction.  Therefore, I can locate the 
books of the bible that are in time past.  Matthew to John are in time past because that distinction is 
there.   
 
The crucifixion of Christ takes place, followed by his resurrection and ascension into heaven.  The Holy 
Spirit comes.  That distinction is in, at least, the first seven chapters of Acts.  That distinction is still in 
existence.  Then the fall of Israel takes place in chapter 7, and the diminishing of Israel takes place from 
chapters 7 to 28.  And then you have Paul’s epistles where that distinction is done away with. 
 
So, when you are looking at the issue of rightly dividing the word of truth, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 
and the first section of the book of Acts will fit in ‘time past’.  Then you will have the Pauline Epistles 
(Romans through Philemon), which is the ‘but now’.  Then you have the Hebrew Epistles in the future 
where the distinction, once again, manifests itself.  So, you want to be sure that you recognize the 
importance of the passage in helping you to locate and rightly divide ‘time past’ and ‘but now’.   
 
Now, he says, “ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh.”  There has been a dispensational change 
here.  It is not an individual issue about “you” who once were lost are now saved; or “you” who once 
were separated and alienated from God are now reconciled to God, and now you are all saved people.  
But, rather, it is a dispensational change, and he gives you the details of the change in verses 19-22.  In 
those verses, he describes the position of nearness, and so forth – that you are no more strangers and 
foreigners and so forth.  
But, my point to you is that you have to remember that there are four different types of reconciliations in 
Paul’s epistles. 
 
First is individual, personal reconciliation.  You individually, personally, have your status changed from a 
child of the devil to a child of God, from an enemy of God to a friend of God. 
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Second, is the world is reconciled to God.  The world, in time past, was estranged and alienated from 
God, because Israel was God’s people, and the Gentiles were not.  But, the world is now reconciled to 
God.  Romans 11:15 says that the casting away of Israel resulted in the reconciling of the world.  And 
today there is a reconciliation of the world.  2 Corinthians 5:18-19 
 
When he talks about “you that are far off are made near”, he is not talking about you far off Gentiles in 
time past are now all saved people; because that isn’t true, is it?  No!  He is talking about that 
dispensational change that has taken place where he has removed the middle wall of partition between 
the Jews and the Gentiles, and the Gentiles are no longer cut off.  He has removed the distinction, and 
now there is no difference between Jew and Gentile as far as God is concerned.  The ground is level at 
the foot of the cross.  (If you ever heard that expression, you heard a Pauline expression.)  That is 
exactly what he is talking about.   
 
Ephesians 2:13 – “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off …”  That is past tense (were).  
Back in time past you were far off, but now you are nigh.  All the people that were far off are now near.  
Their position changed.  You are made nigh “by the blood of Christ”.  God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself.  The basis upon which the dispensation of grace operates is the blood of Christ.  The 
basis upon which the reconciliation of the world, and the extension of grace rather than wrath, operates 
is the blood of Christ.  The reason God can extend grace today rather than wrath is because of the blood 
of Christ, the cross. 
 
Now the distinction is done away with.  Everybody is now cast down and in unbelief.  Everybody is an 
outcast.  “God has counted them all in unbelief that He might have mercy on all.”  Now we have to find 
the point where the dispensational boundary line took place.  When did the distinction break down, and 
when did the fall of Israel take place?  Romans 11:11  
 
If you want to break your neck, there are verses in that Bible that will let you do it, and there is one right 
there that will let you do it.  If you want to prove that the body of Christ began in Acts 2, if you have a 
bone stuck in your craw, and you just have to have it that way, I’ll recommend that verse to you.  That 
verse will make you the biggest bonfire at the judgment seat of Christ that you ever saw.  Is that what 
you want?  You can have your way.  A man can’t make a living in a denomination without preaching and 
teaching what the denomination teaches and preaches.  Do you want to make a living?  There’s the 
Bible.  Is that what you want to do?  God help you, I hope not.  
 
I tell you, people, when you come to that Book, you’d better sit down and bow your heart before the 
Lord and say, “Lord, You speak, and I don’t care who it crosses, if it is the preacher, if it is grandma, if 
it’s momma, if it’s daddy, if it’s my husband, if it’s my wife, if it’s my tradition, if it’s me, You speak and 
I’ll listen.”  If you come to that Book with a heart attitude that you are going to prove yourself right, 
you’ll get it.  You can prove it right there. 
 
Who is that “far off” if it isn’t the Gentiles, and obviously it isn’t.  Come back to Daniel 9 and Isaiah 33, 
and let me show you who it is.  Daniel 9:7, Isaiah 33:13-17 

 

Ephesians 2:14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition between us;  

In the dispensation of Promise, (Time Past), God erects a middle wall of partition.   
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In the temple existing at the time of Christ (Solomon’s temple, which had been rebuilt), there was what 
they called, a middle wall of partition.  In 1871 it was excavated and found to have a four and a half foot 
tall marble wall that went around the outer court.  At intervals in that wall there were plaques written in 
Greek:  “No man of another nation is to enter within the wall and enclosure round the temple.  
Whosoever is caught will have himself to blame that his death ensues.”  You can see this in 
Constantinople or in London in their museums.  That wall was the middle wall of partition and its purpose 
was to keep the Gentiles out.  It was a sign of the distinction, the division between the Circumcision and 
the Uncircumcision that Paul was talking about in verse 11. 
 
That is where Christ put out of the way the difference between the Circumcision and the Uncircumcision.  
It is eliminated. 
 
That is, He took away this distinction between the Circumcision and the Uncircumcision, and in the “But 
Now” section God deals with everybody just alike.   
 
We sing a song: 
"The ground is level at the foot of the cross; 
No man stands higher than I. 
I can call on Jesus’ name,  
And a king can do the same. 
The ground is level at the foot of the cross." 
 
That’s true in the “But Now” section.  That was not true in the “Time Past” section because back there 
the basic characteristic was this distinction between the Circumcision and the Uncircumcision.   
 
You notice in Verse 14, that this distinction is called the “middle wall of partition.” 
Ephesians 2:14b  “… and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;” 
 
Verse 14 – “For he is our peace, who hath made both one.”  How did he make them both one?  It wasn’t 
in the body of Christ, because all the Gentiles and all the Jews who had the distinction removed between 
them are not all in the body of Christ, are they?   
 
There are four kinds of reconciliations in Paul’s epistles:  
 
A dispensational reconciliation. 
An individual reconciliation. 
A universal reconciliation of all the system – heaven and earth. 
The reconciliation into the body of Christ. 
 
The dispensational reconciliation is called the reconciliation of the world.  Romans 11:15 
 
Ephesians 2:13-15 doesn’t have anything to do with individual reconciliation back to God, and getting 
eternal life and justification and righteousness, and being in the body of Christ.  Those verses have to do 
with the dispensational distinctions in verses 11 and 12 being done away with. 
 
Verse 14 – “For he is our peace, who hath made both one.”  And that oneness is that they both stand 
here on an equal basis, both able to be individually reconciled back to God and thereby placed into the 
body of Christ when they exercise faith. 
 
“For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 
between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace.”  He made peace, he made 
both one, he broke down the middle wall of partition, and he abolished all the religious ordinances.  
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Why?  So that he then could form the church, the body of Christ.  Do you know why he initiated the 
dispensation of grace and removed all those obstacles?  He did it so he could form that ‘one new man’. 
 
Look back at Ephesians 2:14 – “For he is our peace, who hath made both (Jew and Gentile) one, and 
hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us.”  Do you see any of that in Acts 2?  You don’t!  
The “our” there is Jew and Gentile.  He is saying, “to you Jews here and to all of your children that are 
far off” (like Isaiah 57:19).   
 
So, Daniel 9:7 is the cross-reference on Acts 2:38.  So, don’t let somebody trip you up there.  John 11:52 
– “And not for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the children of God that 
were scattered abroad.”  Again, that is Israel that is scattered – James 1:1, 1 Peter 1.  So, you want to 
know where some of those verses are and what is going on there.   
 
Ephesians 2:14 – “For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall 
of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace.”  The Lord 
Jesus Christ has nullified, abolished, the law.  The law no longer holds sway.  The law system is no longer 
the system.  The law was in time past, and the law was after the cross and in the beginning of Acts, and 
the law will be in the kingdom, but the law is not the issue in the dispensation of grace.   
 
The Old Testament is in time past; the New Testament is in the kingdom – the law being written in their 
hearts, the law being the righteous requirement.  But, Christ is the end of those things.  Christ has taken 
the law of commandments contained in ordinances and abolished it.  Christ has abolished all of the 
religious ordinances.  Do you get that?  Jesus Christ abolished all religious ordinances.   
 
Religious ordinances are not the program today.  Now, I don’t care if you have seven ordinances or two 
ordinances.  Do you know how many ordinances there are today?  There are none!  I don’t care if you 
are a Catholic and you say that there are seven, or if you are a Protestant and you say that there are just 
two ordinances today.  Christ abolished all of them!  That is not the program for today.  Colossians 2:14-
17 
 

 

Ephesians 2:15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of 

commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of 

twain one new man, so making peace; (BOC is not she, or bride = one new man) 

Then He fortifies that middle wall of partition in the dispensation of the Law.  God Almighty gave Israel 
that middle wall of partition, and gave them things they had to do under the Law that fortified that wall, 
and made it impregnable.  We want to study that, identifying what the wall is, when it was erected, and 
to whom or what it is applicable.  Then we want to see the doors in the middle wall of partition for 
Gentiles to come through.  And we want to see the purpose for the people on the right side of that wall, 
and why God separated them.  We also want to discover the purpose of the Law as it was added to the 
promise. 
 
That wall established an enmity.  There was more than just the wall between them… there was hatred 
between them; a true separation. 
 
God only instituted only one religion in all of human history.  That religion divided humanity.  No wonder 
that religion is the great divider of men.  If you go into the world in your ministry and try to establish a 
religion or build a denomination, you will divide the Body of Christ.  When God, himself established a 
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religion as a legal agreement, it divided humanity.  That ought to tell you what religion will do.  But God 
hasn’t told you do establish a religion or even to be a part of religion.  Verse 15 above tells us that Christ 
abolished the religion he established to make in himself of the two, one new man, making peace between 
the Jew and the Gentile.  That is the Apostle Paul’s message.  You won’t read that in the four gospels.   
 
He has abolished those things.  They are not the system today.  So Christ today, in the dispensation of 
grace, is the end of the law for righteousness.  But He is also the end of the law in the context of the law 
being the Mosaic law—the Mosaic system, the old covenant.  He is also that for Israel in her program in 
prophecy.  Come to the book of Hebrews with me.  It is important for you to see that in Time Past, the 
law given through Moses is in effect, and it is called the Mosaic law.  It is the law of Moses, and it is in 
effect for Israel; and the Gentiles down here, (see chart), don't have it.   
 
Christ comes, (see chart for time line), He dies at Calvary, He goes away, the Holy Spirit comes, and the 
disciples go out, and then the fall of Israel takes place.  And here we are in the dispensation of grace.  In 
here, there is no law.  The law has been done away with.  The law is not in effect in the dispensation of 
grace.  We have been delivered from it; it is no issue for us in here; it is over with. 
 
But folks, the thing about the Mosaic law—the old covenant back here—is that the old covenant has an 
end to it, and it ends in wrath.  It ends in a period of wrath that is going to be poured out on the earth in 
the tribulation period.  Messiah is going to come back, and establish a kingdom; but when He does it, is 
He going to do it according to that old covenant that He gave Israel?   No, He is going to do it according 
to a new covenant.  Well look, if you are going to establish a new covenant, what are you going to do 
with the old one?  You have to get shed of it first.  You have to meet the demands of that one, get rid of 
it, and then bring the new one in.    
 
This one has to replace that one, and that is exactly what happens in the prophetic program.  Now in 
here, (But Now), the law program isn't in effect because there is a dispensational change.  But in Israel's 
program, there is a transition also between the old covenant and the new covenant—that is the issue in 
the book of Hebrews.  Hebrews 8:1-7 
 
Verses 14-15 – “For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained 
in ordinances.”  Why did he do that?  Why did he break down the dispensational distinction?  Well, what 
does the verse say?  It says that he did it so he could create “one new man, so making peace” not just 
dispensationally but individually.  Do you see that?   
 
Now you will hear people teach that passage until you are blue in the face, and nine out of ten of them 
won’t get that out of the passage.  But, I want you to see it because if don’t understand it to be that 
way, you’ll wind up getting everybody saved, and it won’t work.  There isn’t any sense in not recognizing 
what he is saying.  All you have to do is understand the difference between those four different 
reconciliations, and two of them are here in this passage.  The word isn’t used down through there, but 
that is not the point, the doctrine is.   
 
The first one is the distinction, the separation, and the alienation.  The dispensational alienation, in 
verses 11 and 12, is done away with.  And now, the entire world stands on an equal footing before God, 
and all of the world can be saved.  But, in time past they couldn’t.   
Then, in verses 16-18, the believers, (the believing Jew and the believing Gentile), are placed together in 
the body of Christ – the reconciliation into one body. 
 
The reason that he has broken down the middle wall of partition, and the reason he has taken away the 
enmity and the hostility between the Jews and Gentiles is so that, of the two, he can create the one new 
man.  He, dispensationally, breaks down the barrier and, dispensationally, makes peace so that he can 
create the one new man, the church, the body of Christ in the dispensation of grace. 

tw://bible.*/?id=58.8.1-58.8.7|_AUTODETECT_|


 
“For he is our peace.”  He is the one who is our peace.  He alone is our peace.  “For he (emphatic) is our 
peace, who hath made both one.”  Now in order to explain how he is the peace, he gives you some 
things in verses 14 and 15. 
And, you want to remember that he is talking dispensationally here until he gets down to verse 16.   
 
“For he is our peace, who hath made both one, (Jew and Gentile on an equal basis, no difference), and 
hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us.”  He made us both one by taking that middle 
wall (the division) and doing away with it.  How did he do that?  “Having abolished in his flesh (the cross) 
the enmity, (hostility, hatred – where did it come from?), even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances.” 
 
Now, you are familiar with the middle wall of partition.  We talked about it before.  The middle wall of 
partition was a division that was caused by the status of Israel in time past.  In time past, God gave a 
special position to the nation Israel, and God made a division between Jew and Gentile.  I trust I do not 
need to go over that with you in this lesson.  I trust you understand that God made that division.   
 
But, the nation Israel took that God-ordained division between them and the nations, and they allowed 
the fact that they were kin to Adam, also, to cause enmity and hostility and hatred to develop between 
them and the Gentiles.  If a Jew had ever done what a Jew should have done, he would always have 
been a Universalist.  He should always have looked out to the Gentiles and said, “We are the channel of 
blessing of God to the nations.  We’re not the ‘end in ourselves’, but we’re the channel through which the 
blessing of God will go out to the nations of earth.  So let us be who God called us to be.  
  
But, they did just what we do today.  They didn’t function on the basis of who God made them to be any 
better than the believer, today, functions on the basis of who God made them to be.    
 
But, you want to understand what is going on.  Rather than being a blessing, through their pride and 
arrogance, they developed a wall of their own.  And, when Paul refers to the middle wall of partition, it is 
because they actually had a wall that they had built around the temple.  It was a four-foot high marble 
slab.  There is a picture of it in the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.  And there is a little 
inscription on it that says, “No Gentiles are to go past this little fence; and any of you that do will be 
guilty of your own death; because you will get killed when you do, and it’s your own fault”.  (Now, I am 
paraphrasing.)   
 
But they have pieces of this little marble fence that they excavated, and the pieces are kept in the British 
Museum in England.  They actually built that marble fence to keep the Gentiles out.  And that middle wall 
of partition, and the hostility associated with it, was something! 
Notice in Acts 21 that the apostle Paul almost got killed because the Jews thought he brought a Gentile 
past that middle wall of partition.  Acts 21:27-28 
 
Look at Ephesians 2:15 – “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances.”  God adds the law to Israel, and the law makes the middle wall of partition 
strong.  It makes it clear. 
 
Read Deuteronomy 4:5-10, Leviticus 20:22-25, and Ezekiel 44:23.  You will see that the priests were 
instructed to teach the differences, in time past, to the people.  Those distinctions, that law, makes that 
middle wall of partition a strong entity.  And Israel had that law, and the Gentiles didn’t have it.  And the 
law said, “You are different.  Go show your difference!”.  And it made that thing strong, and it codified 
and legally established that difference. 
 
So, Christ comes and does what?  He says, “I am going to make peace between you guys.  How am I 
going to do it?  Well, I am going to do away with your special status, and I am going to take that middle 
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wall of partition out of the way.  And, I am going to abolish the thing that makes it strong – the law of 
commandments in ordinances.  I am going to take away all the things that made you different.” 
 
Please notice the word “abolish” in Ephesians 2:15.  He nullified them; he did away with them; he took 
them out of the way; he rendered them completely inoperative.  When you abolish something, you just 
bust it to smithereens.  It is gone, isn’t it?   
Ephesians 2:15 – “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances.”  Notice that the word “abolished” is in past tense.  Verse 14 is past tense – “hath broken 
down the middle wall.”   
 
These are things that are already true and have already been accomplished when the book of Ephesians 
was written.  This is not new truth that is now being accomplished.  This is something that has already 
been accomplished.  The dispensation of grace did not just begin when the book of Ephesians was 
written.  It began back there with Paul, and it is something that is being realized.  There are no 
differences in the dispensation of grace.  The middle wall being broken down is obvious to you in the 
book of Romans.  It is obvious in the book of Corinthians.  It is obvious in the book of Galatians.   
 
The issue about the law being set aside and done away with (Galatians 4 and 5) is a piece of information 
about that Old Covenant being fulfilled in Christ, and having its end, and so forth.  That is some 
information that is a particular part of the revelation that is given to the apostle Paul.  There is something 
very important for you to understand about that information.  Turn to Hebrews 9 and notice that that 
information also affects the nation Israel.  Hebrews 9:8-15 
 
Christ has abolished the religious ordinances.  They are not the issue today so we do not have any 
religious ordinances to keep today.  Now why did he do it?  Continuing in verse 15 – “…for to make in 
himself of twain (of two) one new man, so making peace.”  The one new man is the body of Christ – Jew 
and Gentile on an equal basis placed into the one body, the one body being a new man, a new type of 
mankind.  2 Corinthians 5:16-17 
 
Notice and remember that the middle wall of partition has been broken down.  The middle wall of 
partition is the division that is caused by the separate status of the nation Israel.  There is a division – a 
middle wall of partition is raised up, the Circumcision on one hand and the Uncircumcision on the other 
hand.  It starts in Genesis 12.  God makes covenants with Abraham, and he formalizes it with the sign of 
circumcision.  Then the enmity, (hatred, hostility), in Ephesians 2:15, that develops between the two 
camps is found in the law of commandments contained in ordinances.   
 
The law came along and fortified the division, and that law resulted in a tremendous hostility being 
produced between Israel and the nations round about them.  But, Christ has come and he made peace.  
He has broken down the middle wall of partition.  He has taken away the separate status of Israel and 
the nations, and he has reconciled the world.  He has placed the world on one continuous even plane 
before God.  The reason that he did it is that he might make one new man of the twain (the Jew and 
Gentile).   
 
Again, there are two types of reconciliations in the passage.  In verses 13-15, he is talking about the 
dispensational reconciliation – the reconciling of the world, the distinction between Jew and Gentile being 
done away with.  Then he talks about the reconciliation into the church the body of Christ in verse 16.  
And it is important to keep those two things separated. 
 
There are a couple of things in the passage that I would like for you to notice before we move on, 
especially about verse 15.  In verse 15 he says, “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances.”  You will occasionally run into a viewpoint about that verse 
that I probably should make a comment about.  Some of the “Acts 28 brethren” maintain that “the law of 
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commandments contained in ordinances” is a reference to the decrees that were given in Acts 15 after 
the Jewish Conference, rather than that being the law of Moses. 
 
Turn to Acts 15.  Paul and Barnabas went up to Jerusalem and met with the church there.  They had the 
big conclave about the position of the Gentile believers.  Acts 15:22  

 

 

2:16-18 reconciliation in the body of Christ.   

 

Ephesians 2:16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body 
by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: (by Vs at) 

By virtue of the fact that that individual goes to Calvary and is there individually reconciled back to God, 

that individual has his condition changed from being an enemy to a son, in Adam to being placed into 
Christ.  When he is placed into Christ then the Jew is placed into Christ, the Gentile is placed into Christ, 
and then, all of a sudden there is no longer Jew and Gentile.  They are one in Christ – “neither Jew nor 
Gentile, bond or free, male or female, but all are one in Christ” and are all part of one new man.  (Eph. 
2:15)  That is the reconciliation in one body, the formation of one new man.  I am not a Gentile and 
another a Jew; we are one in Christ.  We have had our status changed.   
 
Notice if you will, in Verse 16 above, “that he might reconcile both unto God in one body . . .” that it does 
not say “at the cross,” but “by” the cross.  The word “at” and the word “by” are entirely different words 
with different meanings.  The word “at” means when a thing happened but that verse does not say that 
it happened historically at the cross.  It says it happened “by” the cross.  That is HOW it happened.  
Never forget that.  Not when, but how is the issue there. 
 
Verse 16 – “And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross.”  Please don’t miss the 
issue that “being one”, in verse 14, has to do with that dispensational equality.  Verse 16 is when you get 
into the “one body”. 
 
Now, the details of that dispensational change are given down in verses 19-22 – “Now therefore ye are 
no more strangers and foreigners.”  Where did you read about strangers and foreigners?  You read it in 
verse 12.  What is true in verse 12 is no longer true.  Continuing “… but fellowcitizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto 
an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit.”  What a change being in the body of Christ makes on our position.   
 
In Ephesians 2:16, he says, “And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having 
slain the enmity thereby.”  What did the cross do in the prophetic program?  The cross was the reason 
for the wrath of God, the hatred and the enmity in the prophetic program.  Isn’t that right?  In the 
dispensation of grace, the cross slays (does away with) the wrath and provides grace for a world of guilty 
undeserving sinners. 
 
That is absolute total equality in the church, the body of Christ.  That is the reconciliation in the body.  
Ephesians 2:13-15 is the dispensational reconciliation.  Verse 16 is being reconciled unto God in one 
body.  That is being placed together in that body of Christ, a spiritual unit of believers wherein there is 
absolute total spiritual equality – everybody blessed equally in Christ. 
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Verse 16 – “And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity 
thereby.”  Again, I say to you, in the mystery program, the cross slays the enmity.  In the prophetic 
program, in the Old Testament, the cross was the creator, the maker, of enmity (Psalm 2 and 110).  But 
there is a change in the program – the dispensation of grace begins. 
 
Verse 16 – “And that he might reconcile both unto God.”  The word “reconciliation” means “to bring 
together again”.  “And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross.”  That “one body” 
is the body of Christ (Galatians 3:27-28; Ephesians 3:6; and so forth).  
He did it “by the cross”.  Ephesians 2:16 is a verse that people will use on you to try to demonstrate that 
the body of Christ began at Calvary.  People will say, “If Jesus Christ, by the cross, has reconciled Jew 
and Gentile together in one body, then that is where the body of Christ began – right here at Calvary.”  
Do you see how they get that?   
 
I have had people, time and again, explain Ephesians 2:16 to me in that way.  “And that he might 
reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross”, and they say, “Therefore, that’s when it started!”  
What does it say?  It says, “by the cross”.  There is a difference between the word “how” and the word 
“when”.  There is a difference between the instrument by which something is accomplished and the time 
that it is done.  I will give you an illustration.  John 1:17 
 
Verse 16 – “And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity 
thereby.”  That is the reconciliation into one body – the formation of the church, the body of Christ.  
 
Here is what the cross accomplished for us – we are made “fellowheirs”.  We are joint heirs.  What do 
you inherit?  Don’t you inherit an inheritance?  We are fellowheirs of the inheritance (Ephesians 1:14) 

 

Ephesians 2:17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar 

off, and to them that were nigh.  (1st groups, Jew & Gentiles) (2nd group, Gentiles) 

Do you see that?  That is the peace.  There is peace today in the dispensation of grace and in the body 
of Christ.  It is a different peace.  You say:  “Well, why is the gospel of peace used for both of them?”  
Because folks, that kingdom extends to more than just the earth, doesn't it?  Doesn't it extend out into 
the heavenly places?  If you are going to stand against the adversary, you are going to have on the 
amour of God, and your feet have to be shod with a thorough understanding—a preparation—of the 
gospel of peace—a thorough understanding of the program that God has made you a part of.  You have 
to understand that you are involved in a program that is going to bring peace to the heavenly places, not 
just the earth, in order to stand against your adversary in the heavenly places today.  That is why you 
had better get involved with rightly dividing the Word.   
 
Our gospel of peace has to do with the peace that He brings as the Potentate in the heavenly places.  
Israel's gospel of peace has to do with the peace that He brings on the earth, as King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords.  If you don't rightly divide the Word folks, you will never get that Book straight.  You never will, 
and with a little thing like that, you will break your fool neck trying to get it; and what you will do is, you 
will say:  “Well, those two things have to be the same.”  And they don't have to be the same, because in 
the context it defines what the peace is, and it is entirely different.  You will say:  “Well, they have to be 
the same.  Therefore, early Acts is us, and But Now is early Acts, so But Now is the kingdom.”  And when 
you do that, you just lost the ball game.   
 
Now go back to Romans 10.  I hope you get that.  I think you have been prepared well enough by now 
to know it.  In Romans 9, 10, and 11, Paul is trying to explain to you the issue of the dispensation of 
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grace, and how God has been fair in His dealings with Israel, that you are not Israel, you are not a 
spiritual Jew.  God has changed the program, but He was fair with Israel when He did it; because they 
refused it.  And when He set them aside, it was in response to their refusal.  Verse 18.  Paul is going to 
talk.  He said:  “I have answered enough objections, now let me tell you something.  Have they not 
heard?”  Romans 10:18 
 
Ephesians 2:13 – “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ.”  Notice verse 17 – “And (Christ) came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to 
them that were nigh.”  Do you see that past tense issue there?  In time past, the Gentiles were far off, 
and Israel was nigh.   
 
When we studied through Matthew, I pointed out to you, in Matthew 8, that every time Jesus Christ 
helped a Gentile, he did it from afar off.  He did it from a distance.  Why?  It is a dispensational issue.  
He is distinguishing, and describing and pointing out what the situation was there.  Now, people will use 
Ephesians 2:13 and 2:17 to try to trip you up.   
 
Verse 13 – “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh.”  Verse 17 – “And 
came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.”  People will use 
those verses on you sometimes to try to prove that the body of Christ began in Acts 2.  Isaiah 57:19 
 
Here is another verse that people use on you.  Acts 2:39 
 
Verse 17 – “And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.”  He 
has broken down the spiritual wall in verse 13; he made them nigh.  He has broken down the legal wall 
in verses 14 and 15, and he has also broken down the physical wall in verses 16 and 17.  So, there is an 
absolute complete oneness.  The enmity is gone – “having slain the enmity thereby.”  So, he comes and 
preaches “peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.”  Peace is proclaimed.  The 
enmity is gone, so he can preach the gospel to both.   
 
Okay, let’s go back and start in Ephesians 2:17 now.  He is talking about Christ.  “And came and 
preached peace to you which were afar off, (the Gentiles), and to them that were nigh (Israel).  Notice 
the past tense again there.  Christ came and preached peace.  Well, when did he come and preach 
peace?  Well, look over at Ephesians 4:20-21 
 
Don’t let someone take that verse and use it on you and say, “See that’s what he was doing back before 
the gospels.”  You can go back to Matthew 10 and 15, John 4 and 12, and so forth and demonstrate that 
that is not what he was doing. 

 

Ephesians 2:18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto 
the Father.  (Trinity) 

Look at Ephesians 2:18 – “For through him (Christ) we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.”  
Do you see the Trinity there?  Over and over again, Paul puts the three of them together.  So, I 
personally believe that the spirit of wisdom and revelation is a reference to a ministry function of God the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Ephesians 2:18 – “For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.”  That is one of 
the great verses in the book about the Trinitarian ministry.  Do you see the Trinity again?  “For through 
him (Jesus) we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.”   
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Look at Ephesians 3:12 regarding the word “access” in verse 18.  “In whom (in Christ) we have boldness 
and access with confidence by the faith of him.” 
Romans 5:2 – “By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand.” 
 
“Access” is the idea of “a conscious approaching unto something”.  You are consciously coming to 
something.  Who do you have access to in Ephesians 2:18?  “For through him we both have access by 
one Spirit unto the Father.”  Do you realize that through the Lord Jesus Christ you have an access, a 
conscious approaching, an audience with God the Father?  Has it ever struck you that what’s happening 
today in the formation of the church, the body of Christ, is giving you a divine audience with the God of 
heaven and earth?  He has called us into his fellowship through the gospel, and that is fantastic!  It is 
through him; it is through Christ. 
 
Ephesians 3:12 says, “In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him” (by his 
faithfulness). 
Ephesians 1:6-7 – “…wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.  In whom we have redemption 
through his blood.”  We stand there in the presence of God the Father on the grounds of the shed blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.  There isn’t any other way to get there.   
Now, do you think that verse might preach?  I think it might. 
 
Notice the rest of it.  Ephesians 2:18 – “For through him (on the basis of the shed blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ) we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.”  It is the work of the Holy Spirit to 
make God real to us.  It is the work of the God the Holy Spirit on the basis of the shed blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to take you by the hand and introduce you to God the Father.  That is why he is called the 
“Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father” (Romans 8:15).  That is why he prayed over there in 
Ephesians 1:17 “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit 
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him.”  He said, “I want you to know him!”   
 
God the Holy Spirit, based on the finished work of Christ, takes us in to the very presence of God.  He 
opens up the counsels, and the mind, and the personality of God, and he shows us how God thinks and 
how God reacts.  He causes us to get to know him intimately.   
Well, how does the Spirit of God do that?  He does it through the book.  That is why I say to you that the 
word of God never works apart from the spirit of God, and the spirit of God never works apart from the 
word of God.  And, Ephesians 2:18, stuck right in the middle of everything, demonstrates a tremendous 
truth about what God is doing today as he forms the church, the body of Christ. 

 

2:19-22 issue of unification, (unity, oneness). 

 

Ephesians 2:19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;  

 
Strangers to what?  Verse 12, what were you a stranger to?  The covenants of promise.  Now are you a 
stranger?  No.  Now you are a partaker with them of the root and the fatness.  You don't partake on the 
basis of covenant.  You partake on the basis of grace—on the basis of the mystery, on the basis of a new 
program where God Almighty has provided for your inclusion—not through Israel's rise, but through her 
fall.   
 
You are now partakers and you are no more strangers to the covenants of promise.  You are no more 
foreigners, but what are you?  Fellow citizens with the saints and of the household of God.  You see, you 

tw://bible.*/?id=49.3.12|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.5.2|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.2.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.3.12|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.1.6-49.1.7|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.2.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.8.15|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.1.17|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.2.18|_AUTODETECT_|


have been grafted into, and make to be a participant of the household of God.  You are part of the good 
olive tree.  You are not part of Israel, because they have been broken off.  That is as much an Ephesians 
truth as it is a Romans 11 truth.  So when the Acts 28ers come along and make the two programs the 
same, it just isn’t so. 
 
We are in the ‘body wing’ and they are in the ‘kingdom wing’, but we’re all fellowcitizens.  We are one 
with the saints of all the ages.  And it is the body of Christ that completes the household.  Some people 
will use those verses to put the twelve apostles in the body, but if those verses are used for that, you 
have to start the body before Paul because those saints are already there before Paul.  So, that’s where 
you would have a problem with that. 
 
Turn back to Ephesians 1.  We don’t have to go down through this passage in real detail because we 
have been down through it time and again now.  Ephesians 1:19 
 
Now we will move down into the last section of the chapter.  We have been through separation (verses 
11 and 12), the two types of reconciliation (verses 13-18), and now we have unification.  It is the new 
position that we have in Christ.  Ephesians 2:19 begins with “Now therefore.”   
 
“But now” in verses 13 –18 tells you how the change came about.  The alienation and separation in 
verses 11 and 12 has all been changed.  Now, he is going to tell you what the change is in verses 19-21 
– your new position.  “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners.”  Where did you read that 
before?  Where did you find out that you were strangers and foreigners?  You found that out in verse 12 
– “ye were …aliens from the commonwealth of Israel.”  That is a foreigner.  But, you are no longer a 
stranger, an alien.  Verse 12 also says that “ye were … strangers from the covenants of promise.”  But, 
you are no longer in that former estranged separated situation. 
 
Well, what are you?  Notice that he doesn't say that you are Israel.  Here is what your new position is – 
“but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God.”  You have a citizenship.  Before, you 
were aliens from the commonwealth of Israel.  You were separated from the rights of citizens.  Now, you 
are fellow (equal, sharing) citizens.  Now you have a citizenship.  Who are you citizens with?  You are 
citizens with the saints.  Colossians 1:13 
 
Now, go back to Ephesians 2:19 – “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints.”  In other words, you are citizens of his heavenly kingdom “and of the 
household of God.”  You are fellowcitizens with all the saints; you are all a part of God’s kingdom, and 
you are also a part of the household of God.  This thing about the household of God is fascinating.  Look 
at Ephesians 3:15 
 
Now who are the apostles and prophets?  That is the question that everybody wants to know.  There are 
two possibilities.  Number one, it could be the twelve apostles.  If that’s what it is, that’s what I drew on 
the left side of the house.  The prophets of course are the new testament prophets.  Number two, if it is 
not the twelve, then look at Ephesians 4:8-11 
 
We learned something very important about these apostles and prophets.  Verse 19,20 – “Now therefore 
ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 
and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets.”  Then I know something – the apostles 
and prophets are a part of the foundation.  They are ‘foundation gifts’.   
 
Now, once the foundation is laid, their function and their job is finished, and the apostles and prophets 
are no longer in operation today as men, but rather we have their ministry in the written word of God.  
So, they function, (their ministry continues), but there are no apostles and prophets, in the sense here, 
available today.  There is nobody who travels around the country having authority in all kinds of different 
churches as these men did.  There isn’t anybody going around and identifying whether something is 
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God’s word or not.  All that God says comes out of his book.  They are ‘foundation gifts’ and once the 
foundation is laid, then their function and their ministry is over with, as far as men is concerned.   
 
At the time Ephesians was written, the word of God was not yet completed.  So these men continue to 
function.  The program with Israel was over with so all the other gifts had fallen away (Israel’s gifts), but 
the ‘foundation gifts’ for the body of Christ hadn’t yet been completed.  They were not finished, (their 
function was not over with), so they continued to function until the word of God was completed and their 
function was over with; and now they don’t exist any more as far as men.   
 
Evangelists, pastors, and teachers are left in operation today.  Ephesians 4:11 

 
 

Ephesians 2:20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;  

The household is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets.  Thus, I know something about 
apostles and prophets.  Apostles and prophets are “foundational” gifts.  It is the function of an apostle 
and a prophet to lay the foundation of the house.  In 1 Corinthians 3, the apostle Paul said, “I have laid 
the foundation.”  The apostles and the prophets are foundation gifts to the body of Christ.  They lay out 
the foundation upon which the ministry of the rest of the body is to carry on. 
 
Now, one of the functions of a prophet in the bible is to be God’s spokesman.  That was not a prophet’s 
only function, but it was one of them.  He speaks for God.  Let me show you this in the book of Exodus.  
(By the way, who was the first man that was called a prophet in the bible?  The first man called a 
prophet in the bible was Abraham (Genesis 20).  I just asked you that to keep you on your toes.)  By 
definition, a prophet is a reference to a man that is God’s spokesman.  Turn to Exodus 4:15-16. 
 
Ephesians 2:20 – “And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone.”  Now, that verse gives people a lot of problems, but notice what he says 
starting in verse 19.  You are “fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets.”  What is built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets?  The household of God is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets.  Please 
understand that!  It is not just the body of Christ that is built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, but it is the whole household of God built on the foundation. 
 
Now, let’s look at “the foundation of the apostles and prophets”.  Obviously the apostles and prophets 
themselves are not the issue.  We are going to assume that nobody is built on Peter, or Bartholomew, or 
Paul, or Barnabas, or whomever else you want to name as the apostles and prophets.  The men are not 
the issue, but the function is the issue.  The reference is to their ministry.  They laid a foundation for the 
household of God.  The foundation is the doctrine that was taught by the apostles and prophets, which is 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone. 
 
Now the cornerstone is the key position in the foundation.  When they laid a foundation, the first thing 
they laid was the cornerstone, and every wall or line of the foundation found its origin and direction from 
that cornerstone.  It is the thing that laid out all the lines and the walls.  Everything in the building found 
its origin in that cornerstone.   
 
Well, the cornerstone is Christ.  Read 1 Corinthians 3:10-11 and 1 Peter 2:3-7.  Those two passages will 
demonstrate to you that both Paul and Peter understood that they, individually, were not the foundation.  
Jesus Christ is the foundation.  It is the foundation of the apostles and prophets meaning it is the 
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doctrine they laid down about the Lord Jesus Christ.  The foundation is Jesus Christ revealed through the 
ministries of the apostles.   
 
The household of God is built on the foundation of Jesus Christ as revealed through the ministries, 
through the doctrine, taught by the apostles and prophets.  Jesus Christ is the foundation, and there is 
not any doubt about that.  He is the foundation for the house.  1 Corinthians 3:10-11 
 
The foundation is the doctrine that Paul taught about Jesus Christ.  He is talking about “grace truth” 
there.  Laying the foundation and building on the foundation has to do with building grace truth.  1 
Corinthians 3:12  

 

Ephesians 2:21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth 
unto an holy temple in the Lord:  (God’s building, church). 

Now, let’s look at a few things about this new position that we have in Christ in the dispensation of grace. 

 
Number one, we are made “fellowcitizens with the saints”.  Our citizenship is in his heavenly kingdom.  
We are citizens of the heavenly places.  We are participants in his heavenly kingdom.  And, again, I 
emphasize to you the fact that we are a part of the overall program that God has to bring the universe 
back under his authority.  We are a part of the household of God.  We have been made part of the family 
of God, one with the saints of all the ages.  We are still the body of Christ, and they are still Israel, but 
there is unity in the purpose and program of God. 
 
Sometimes grace people, dispensationalists, get the body of Christ stuck on one side and Israel stuck on 
the other side; and they think it’s a sin that there is anything related, that God would have one purpose 
that encompassed all of it.  But, I think you understand how that comes about.  
 
Number two, we are “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets”.  Notice, again, that it is the 
household, not just the body of Christ, but the household of God that is built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets. 
 
Ephesians 2:20-21 – “And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy 
temple in the Lord.”  This household is fitly framed together by the Lord, and this building that we are a 
part of is fitly framed together.  It all fits together snugly.  It is not an unstable thing that is going to fall 
down, or something that an earthquake is going to shake; but it snugly, securely fits together.  There is 
perfect unity in God’s plan, and in his purpose, and in his building program.  There is a perfect oneness in 
it.  
 
It is fitly framed together, and it grows unto an holy temple in the Lord.  For something to grow, it has to 
be organic.  It has to be living.  Something that is not living cannot grow.  This temple is a living 
organism; it is a living thing.  The temple grows as new members, as new parts, are added to it. 
 
For example, Solomon built a temple.  Do you remember how he did that?  Well, that’s a great illustration 
of how the temple of the body of Christ, that we are a part of, grows.  1 Kings 6:7 describes Solomon, 
and it says that they hewed out the stone and rocks and everything.  They did everything at the quarry.  
When they brought those stones up and set them in place, there was no sound of the craftsmen working 
on the site.  It was just as though that temple just quietly, silently grew.  You did not hear the sounds of 
human instrumentality hewing out the stone.  That was done in another place and brought to the site 
and erected. 
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That is an illustration of how the temple, today, grows.  It doesn't grow by the noisy organizational 
machinery.  Members are not added to it by denominational demonstrations and so forth.  But, it is just 
the quiet working of God that causes his church to grow.  As members are added to it, this building 
grows.  As living members are placed into it, it grows. 
 
Notice what it is called – “an holy temple in the Lord.”  Not only are we fellowcitizens with the saints, and 
not only are we of the household of God (made part of the family of God), and not only are we built on 
the foundation, but we are also the temple of the Lord.   
Now do you know what a temple is?  Look at Ephesians 2:22 
 
He is talking about the church.  He is talking about the church, the body of Christ.   
 
 

 

Ephesians 2:22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation 
of God through the Spirit.  (Trinity) (Building project) 

Look at Ephesians 2:22 – “In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit.”  A temple is a shrine where God lives.  You understand that.  He is describing this temple, the 
habitation of God.   
 
God, in the verse, is the triune God.  You and I, the body of Christ, this household, are the temple of God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  God the Father dwells in the believer (Ephesians 4:6).  
Christ dwells in the believer (Romans 8:10, Colossians 1:27).  And of course you know that the Holy Spirit 
dwells in the believer. 
 
Now how are we made the habitation of God, the triune Godhead dwelling in the believer?  You are made 
the habitation of God “through the Spirit”, by virtue of the Spirit of God.  That is the issue of the trinity.  
By virtue of the Spirit of God dwelling in you, the triune God, (the spirit of the Father, the spirit of the 
Son, and the Spirit himself), dwells within us.  We are the habitation, the living place, of God himself.   
 
A temple is something that the people at Ephesus would understand.  And, a Jew would understand it 
because he understood the issue of the temple back in the Old Testament.  At Ephesus, the Gentiles 
would understand it because remember in Acts 19, where you read about the great goddess Diana and 
her temple in Ephesus?  So, they understood the issue of a temple. 
 
When he talks about the habitation of God through the Spirit, you must understand that he is not talking 
about a temple where God can dwell in order to confine God.  Paul says in Acts 17 that God doesn't dwell 
in temples made with men’s hands, meaning you can’t confine him to a building that men build.  So, 
when he dwells in us, he is not confined.  He is not dwelling in us to confine himself to our bodies.  But 
with a temple, God dwells there for what purpose?  He dwells there to manifest himself, to make himself 
known.   
 
God said to Israel, “I dwell on the mercy seat.  If you want to come and see me, come up to the mercy 
seat.”  God who is unlimited by time and space chose to manifest his presence in a certain geographic 
place.  But, in the dispensation of grace today God reveals himself and manifests himself, through the 
temple of the church, the body of Christ. 
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Turn to 1 Corinthians 6 and 1 Timothy 3.  I want you to notice how these things are used.  There is 
something real important here for you to notice in connection with the importance and the ministry of the 
local assembly, the local church.  1 Corinthians 6:19-20. 
 
Do you remember that verse is 1 Timothy 3:16?  “And without controversy great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was manifest in the flesh.” 
 
2 Corinthians 4:10 – “Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of 
Jesus might be made manifest in our body.”  
 
Galatians 2:20 – “…the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me.”  It’s not me, but it’s Christ.  It’s his life. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 is a reference to the individual believer.  The individual believer is the temple of 
God.  His body is God’s temple, God’s dwelling place.  But, 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 is a reference to the 
local church also being the temple of God.  1 Corinthians 3:16-17. 
 
There is an absolute total unity among believers.  We don’t always act like it.  We don’t always find 
ourselves in a position where that unity can be put into practice because of erring brethren.  We are not 
always where we can put it into practice because of geographic location.  But, God has provided vehicles 
where we can gather ourselves together and have that manifested.   
 
So, the local assembly is important in carrying out the proper functioning of the one body of Christ as a 
whole.  And without the ministry of the local church, the church the body of Christ cannot and does not 
properly practice its position and doesn't operate properly as a body.  In other words, they are the 
habitation of God.  They are a holy temple in the Lord.  And the body of Christ is involved in all of this.   
 
Ephesians 2:22 – “In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit” – 
the triune God living in the body of Christ.  He says, “You comprehend the love of Christ, which passes 
knowledge that you might be filled with all the fulness of God.”  Well, who is the fulness of God?  It is 
Christ – Colossians 2:9-10, “For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  And ye are 
complete in him.”  So, you could say that being “filled with all the fulness of God” is to be “filled with 
Christ”.  And that is true, but how is Christ in you?  He is in you by his Spirit – the Spirit of Christ dwells 
in you.  Ephesians 4:6 
 
Do you mean to tell me that through some new nature, through some gift given to you, that the triune 
Godhead—God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit—resides inside you, inhabits you, or the 
body of Christ?  I don’t believe that.  You can believe it if you want to.  I don’t.  The verses clearly teach 
that the third Person of the Godhead resides in the believer.  You say, “Explain that.”  I can’t, but I can’t 
explain a whole lot of things, folks.  A whole lot of things that my eternal destiny depend upon, I can’t 
explain, but I can read them in a Bible even though my finite little noodle can’t explain them.  If I can’t 
explain them, that doesn’t mean anything.  There have been a whole lot of things in life that I couldn’t 
explain one year, and then three years later, I could.   
 
There are a lot of things that science can’t explain today that twenty years from now, they will be able to.  
How do I know that?  They can explain some things today that they couldn’t five years ago.  They are 
discovering things all the time.  If they couldn’t discover something they don’t know, all the researchers 
would quit.  Isn’t there something maybe that God Almighty knows that you don’t quite know yet?  Sure 
there is.  There’s a whole lot that I don’t know yet.  You’re the same way.  You don’t have to be all bent 
out of shape about that.  It will work itself out.  Just take God’s Word, believe what it says, and go with 
it.  The result will be that light and revelation will be yours.  It is that believing approach to the Scripture 
that you want to take.   
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All this business about wondering if the Bible really means what it says and says what it means is an 
unbelieving approach.  When you come to it and don’t believe what it says to start with, that doesn’t get 
you anywhere.  Just believe it.  You say, “What if I believe something that isn’t really the way it is?”  
Well, the Lord has already forgiven you.  You are going to be a lot better off believing it and taking it the 
way it is and the way it is delivered to you and the way faithful men have put it into your hands and 
believing it.  It is that believing approach you want, rather than taking the other approach.  The other 
approach never gets you anywhere.  Do you know where it ends up?  In rationalism.  In human 
viewpoint.  Your own noggin that figures it out is just a waste can.  Go fishing, man; that’s what you 
ought to do if you are going to take an unbelieving approach. 
 
In Acts 2 when he talks about being filled with the Holy Ghost, that is the baptism with the Holy Spirit.  
The Lord Jesus Christ baptizes them with the Holy Spirit.   
 
The Lord Jesus Christ lives, dies at Calvary, and goes away.  (See right division chart.)  The Holy Spirit 
comes upon the little flock.  John the Baptist had said, “I baptize you with water”—identifying the 
believing remnant in the nation Israel through water baptism.  He says, “Jesus Christ will baptize you ‘not 
many days hence with the Holy Ghost.’” Not only are they now identified together through water baptism 
as the believers, they are separated from the unregenerate unbelievers.  Now, that believing remnant is 
anointed with the Holy Spirit.  They have the Holy Spirit poured out upon them.   
 
By the way, did you ever try to figure out the mode of baptism by studying Acts 2?  You are baptized 
with the Holy Ghost; He poured out His Spirit upon them.  That kicks some of the denominational 
doctrine in the teeth, but that is what the verses say.  Acts 2:1-2  

 

 

Ephesians: 3 

3 our Church is a mystery 

The Mystery of the Gospel Revealed 

3:1-21 second prayer: for enablement 

Ephesians 3:1 For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you 
Gentiles,  

Ephesians 3:1 – “FOR this cause (for the cause of building the saints together, for the cause of building 
up this great temple in the Lord, for the cause of having God reveal himself through the church the body 
of Christ) I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles.”  And then he begins a digression.  In 
verses 2-13, it is sort of a digression of thought. 
 
Look at verse 1 – “FOR this cause I Paul…” 
 
Look at verse 14 – “For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father …” 
 
Do you see how he starts over again?  Between verses 2 and 14, you have a digression of thought in 
which Paul focuses on the goal of the church, the body of Christ.  And, that goal is to declare God’s 
marvelous wisdom before all creatures (verses 9-12).   
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I guess we, as grace believers, probably deal with verses 1-9 more than any other single passage outside 
of Romans 3, because in these verses Paul deals with the issue of this mystery, this secret.  The reason 
he is doing it is because this secret manifests the wisdom of God.  It is the manifestation of the manifold 
wisdom of God.  And we will see that as we study 1 Corinthians 2:6-9 in the lessons to come. 
 
But, he talks about the mystery being kept secret and about the mystery being revealed to him.  He says, 
“My desire is for everybody to see this because the manifold wisdom of God is manifested in this 
mystery, in these unsearchable riches of Christ.” 
 
Let’s start in Ephesians 3:1 again and go down through the chapter as far as we can in this lesson.  “FOR 
this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles.”  Notice he is the prisoner of Jesus Christ.  
But wasn’t he really the prisoner of Rome?  Has that expression “the prisoner of Jesus Christ” ever stuck 
out to you?  Paul doesn't say that he is the prisoner of Rome.  He doesn't say that he is the prisoner of 
the Jews.  He was though because they were the ones who laid the charge against them.  And notice 
that he doesn't say, “I am a prisoner for Jesus Christ.”  What does he say?  He says, “I am the prisoner 
of Jesus Christ.”  Jesus Christ has me in jail for you Gentiles.   
 
Now, why in world would he say something like that?  Well, some people say it is because now he is in 
jail to get the revelation for the Gentiles.  But that won’t work.  Turn to Acts 22:17-21. 
 
Do you remember Romans 9:3 when Paul said, “For I could wish that myself were accursed (cut off) from 
Christ (and all my blessings) for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.”  He said, “My heart’s 
desire and prayer for Israel is that they might be saved.”  Romans 10:2 – “For I bear them record that 
they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.  For they being ignorant of God’s 
righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves 
unto the righteousness of God.”   
 
Paul’s sins against the Judean saints (persecuting them) weighed heavily on his conscience all of his life.  
He was a Jew, and he always had a heart for Israel.  His heart kept going back to them, and going back 
to them, and going back to them.  And on his last trip back there, God interrupted it.  God interrupted 
the trip and had him arrested, and finally had him imprisoned and took him over to Rome as a prisoner.   
 
When Paul says, in Ephesians 3:1, “I am a prisoner of Jesus Christ”, he recognized what was going on.  
He recognized that Jesus Christ had shut him up, and he did it because of his purpose in Paul for the 
nations.  So, Paul is recognizing this Gentile position that he has been given as the apostle of the 
Gentiles, and it has been given to him by the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

 

Ephesians 3:2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God 
which is given me to you-ward:  

Notice what is given to Paul:  the dispensation of the grace of God—a particular set of instructions that 
God gave to Paul to be given to other people. 
 
A dispensation is not a time period.  That is frequently misunderstood.  However, it does cover a time 
period.  The issue is not the time, but rather what is going on during the time.  A period of time is an 
age, not a dispensation.  So rather than get all bent out of shape about a dispensation not being a period 
of time, let’s understand that God gives a particular set of instructions for obedience during a certain 
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period of time.  Time is involved, but the issue is the set of instructions.  There was a revelation of 
information that God gave Paul that is called the Dispensation—the giving out—of  the Grace of God. 
 
That dispensation of the grace of God in But Now was called the mystery.  
 
In verse 9, he says, “And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in God.”  In verse 5, he says, “Which in other ages was not made 
known unto the sons of men.”  Look back at Colossians 1:25-26 and you will see all of that in 2 verses. 
 
Had the Ephesians heard about it?  Yes they had.  Well then why does he say, “If ye have heard”?  This 
is why some people say, “See it couldn’t have been written to Ephesians.”   
 
But, that is just a matter of interpretation.  Can’t I say to you, “If you heard of the dispensation of the 
grace of God which is given to Paul, you better get on the stick with it”?  Does that mean you hadn’t 
heard about it?  No, that is just a challenge.  That is the way that word is used a lot in the bible – if ye 
then be risen with him.  Well, are you?  Sure you are.  It just means if you are my son, act like it.  That is 
just a matter of interpretation.   
 
Now, that passage is an absolute rebuke to the church today.  That passage says that the dispensation of 
the grace of God has been made known, this secret has been revealed, and it has been understandable 
for 1900 years.  How many people have you ever heard preach about it?  Turn the radio or television on 
and listen.  Then you tell me how many people you hear on the television everyday talking about the 
mystery revealed to Paul by Christ for you and for me today.  Tell me how many of them you hear talking 
about grace and exalting the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  You won’t hear many of them 
talking about that.  You will hear one everyone now and then, but is it the dominant theme of the 
church?  Should it be?   
 
Paul says, “You guys have heard this, haven’t you?”  When he says, “If ye have heard of the dispensation 
of grace”, that is not “if” as in “maybe you have and maybe you haven’t”.  But, it is “if” in the sense that 
“I know you did”.  It is the challenge.  You know they heard it.   
 
Ephesians 1:13 says, “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation.” 
 
Ephesians 2:17 – “And came and preached peace to you.” 
 
Ephesians 4:20-21 – “But ye have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have heard him.”  
 
They have heard! 
 
Acts 19:10 says, “…so that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word.” 
 
So in Ephesians 3:2 when Paul says, “If ye have heard”, there is no doubt that they heard.  He is saying, 
“Hey, you guys know about this mystery.”  He is challenging them with it. 
 
Well, it is a challenge today, and it is a rebuke, and it is an indication of the failure of the church, the 
body of Christ under grace.  And, it needs to be an instruction to you.  Down through history there have 
always been men and women just like yourselves, saints just like you, who have stood for the truths that 
we understand.  They stood for the finished work of Christ; they stood for the church, the body of Christ; 
they stood for Pauline truth.  They have been there, and they appear on the pages of church history right 
where you will appear, but outside the mainstream.   
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When God set aside the prophetic program with the post-resurrection commission and the signs and the 
kingdom program, Satan picked them up!  He set his counterfeit Jewish program aside, and he picked up 
that thing which God set aside, and his program went into a mystery form.  Just like the mystery 
program comes in, his program goes into a mystery form, the mystery of Babylon the great.  It picks up 
all those things and it takes the head of the twelve apostles as its head.  Deuteronomy says, “Their rock 
is not our Rock”, and it is speaking about Israel in the tribulation.  And on and on it goes. 
 
The mass, that part of it that rules over the kingdoms of the world, (Revelation 17), the machinery that 
controls the people that write history and all of those kinds of things, the educational systems and so 
forth, shut you out.  And that’s okay. 
 
Somebody asked one of Martin Luther’s followers, “Where was your religion before Martin Luther?”  And 
the guy said, “The same place your face is before you wash it, behind the dirt.”  And that’s a fact; that’s 
true.  Somebody asked one of John Wesley’s followers, “Where was your religion before John Wesley?”  
And he said, “One place yours can never be found and mine is always found, in the bible and in the bible 
alone.”  Isn’t that what counts?  Yes! 
 
You can go back and get little snatches of saints down through history who believe like you.  You’ll say, 
“That’s my brother; that’s my kinfolk; that’s my people.”  But, you don’t see us represented in a mass of 
the church today.  I don’t want those people in the mass today to be said to be my representatives – the 
National Council, the World Council and all that business.  It is a God-forsaken, ecclesiastical, morgue out 
there, and that’s all that it is.  Well, he is rebuking these Ephesians, and it fits today. 
 
Ephesians 3:2 – “If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to 
youward.”  Notice that expression, “the dispensation of the grace of God.”  Boy, that’s a good bible term.  
I like that word dispensation.  Don’t replace it with “administration” and “economy”, but give me the 
word “dispensation”.  I don’t care if it’s a long word.  I deserve to have a $2.69 word every now and 
then, don’t I?   
 
The Greek word for dispensation is “oikonomia”.  “Oikos” is “house”, and “nomos” is “law or rule”.  So 
you have “house rule”.  The English word “economy” is a direct descendant of the Greek word 
“oikonomia”.  This word comes into middle French and then into Latin and then into English.  Our English 
word “economy” is the word for “oikonomia”; it is the same word.  And they simply mean “the rules by 
which a house is operated, or the rules by which a system is operated”. 
 
When we talk about our economic system, we are talking about the economy.  When you talk to an 
economist about the economy, you are talking about the rules that are in operation, in the system out 
there, that makes things go.  Now, turn to Luke 12 and let me show you how this word is used in another 
context to give you an idea of what it means.  Luke 12:41-42 
 
Now, the dispensation of the grace of God, the particular program that God administers today, is called 
the program of grace.  And Ephesians 3:2 says that it is given to Paul to youward.  It is given by Christ to 
Paul to give to you and to me.  It is the portion of meat that the Father has given for us today.   
 
Now, you understand that there are a number of dispensations in the bible.  The one in which we live is 
the dispensation of grace.  By the way, dispensation is a good old bible word.  It is used several times (1 
Corinthians 9:17, Ephesians 1:10, Colossians 1:25).   
 
Notice Ephesians 3:2,3 again.  “If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given 
me to youward: How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery.”   
 
There are two things that I want you to notice.  Number one, the apostle Paul is the initiator of the grace 
of God to the Gentiles.  John the Baptist, or the Lord Jesus Christ, or the Old Testament prophets did not 
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come to the Gentiles.  They came to Israel, and the ministry that they were going to have to the Gentiles 
was through Israel getting their blessing – the Gentiles gaining mercy from Israel receiving her blessing.  
Paul initiates God’s grace going to the Gentiles. 
 
Now, I don’t need to demonstrate that for you.  You understand that it clearly states that there, and that 
is why this passage is important.  He talks about “How that by revelation he made known unto me (Christ 
made known unto me) the mystery (the secret).”  Who was the secret made known to?  It was made 
known to Paul.   
 
Ephesians 3:5 – “Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, (other men before 
Paul), as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.”  That is why that passage 
is so important.  Now, I don’t believe that I need to demonstrate all of that to you at this late stage in 
this training class.  If I do, then I’m in trouble!  But, I want you to see that, and I want you to know that 
this passage is important in demonstrating that.   
 
Number two, I want you to notice that the dispensation of grace is the mystery.  Ephesians 3:2 – “If ye 
have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to youward: How that by revelation 
he made known unto me the mystery (the dispensation of grace).”  He said, “You heard about this 
dispensation that was given to me; you’ve heard how that he made known to me the mystery.”   
 
Look at those verses, and you will see that the dispensation of grace in verse 2 is the same thing as the 
mystery in verse 3.  Do you see that?  “If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is 
given me to youward: (what is it?) How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery.”  What 
was given to Paul?  What was revealed to Paul?  “The thing given to him” and “the thing revealed to him” 
have to be the same thing.  One time he calls it the dispensation of grace and the next time he calls it 
the mystery.  The dispensation of grace and the mystery are the same thing.  The dispensation of grace 
is the mystery!  See 1 Corinthians 15:3. 
 
But, I want to emphasize to you again that you need to notice carefully in verses 2 and 3 that the 
dispensation of grace is the mystery.  “If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is 
given me to you-ward: How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery.”  If words mean 
anything, the dispensation of grace was given to him – he makes known to him the mystery.  The things 
are co-equal.  They are just different expressions that describe the same thing.  The dispensation of 
grace was a mystery.  And the mystery has to do with the dispensation of grace – the dispensing of 
grace today, in the message of the gospel of the grace of God, committed to the apostle Paul. 
 
Now, I emphasized to you in the last lesson that there is one great message committed to Paul, and you 
want to remember that.  It isn’t kosher (it isn’t true) to divide up the message.   
 
I have a copy of the October 1985 Truth Magazine.  And this magazine is jointly published by Grace Bible 
College in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and Grace Gospel Fellowship of Grand Rapids, and Grace Ministries 
International (which is Grace Mission), and Grace Publications.  It is a joint publication of all of those 
different organizations.   
 
Well, there is an article in the magazine titled “Paul and the Twelve – Two Gospels or One?”  And that 
article says that Paul states that this message was passed on to him by other men as known tradition.  
The words “delivered” and “received” (1 Corinthians 15:3 for example) are not expressions of special 
divine revelation.  He is saying that when Paul preached that Christ died for our sins, he got that 
message, as those who preached before him passed it on to him.   
 
Who preached before him?  The twelve, or their followers, preached before him.  So, Paul received the 
fact that Christ died for his sins from them.  He received his gospel “whereby ye are saved” from the 
twelve.  Then he got a special revelation that told him Now you are saved and here is something new 
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that God is doing with saved people – putting them in the body of Christ.  Now, if that is true, there is a 
division.  There is not one great message given to Paul.  There are two messages.  One is the same 
salvation gospel that Peter and them preached, and the other one is the advanced information about the 
mystery.   
 
And, I read you some statements by Mr. Baker in his commentary on Ephesians where he says that you 
have to distinguish between the gospel of our salvation and the mystery.  The difficulty with that is that 
the verses in Paul’s epistles identify the fact that, first, Paul is the one that has this final revelation (this 
final installment) about the value of the death of Christ in relation to the sins of all men in every age.  He 
just flat out says that – Roman 3, 1 Timothy 2. 
 
Where would you go in the Old Testament to point out that Christ died for the sins of the world – for 
your sins?  Do you know a verse?  I would be interested in this pastor demonstrating that fact.  (And by 
the way, he is a 1984 graduate of Grace Bible College.)  But, I don’t know where he would go.  I know 
the verses that people use, but I also know the limitations that those verses place upon it.   
 
In the prophetic program, Christ identifies himself with the sufferings of his people (Israel) so that they, 
thus, can receive their covenant blessings.  Paul comes along and gives that understanding of the 
finished work of Christ.  And it is Paul (Romans 3:25) who explains how those people back there, how the 
kingdom program, how the prophetic program, how the cross answers for them. In other words, Paul 
comes along and completes their program as well as his program.  It is Paul who completes the whole 
revelation.   
 
Without the revelation of the mystery, the prophetic program itself would not be complete, because no 
one would ever understand exactly how it was that God would bring about the blessings of the new 
covenant for Israel.  So, rather than being something Paul received from the twelve, it is information that 
he takes (Galatians 2) and communicates to the twelve.  They, then seeing it, apply it to their message.   
 
Interestingly the verses that he uses in this article to demonstrate that the twelve and Paul both 
understood justification is by faith, are all verses that take place after Acts 15, which is where Paul goes 
up and communicates and gives his gospel to them.  He explain Romans 3:25 to them and gives them 
that understanding, and then they go on the basis of that. 
 
Mr. O’Hare said, “After that meeting in Acts 15, if Peter and the other brethren didn’t preach justification 
by faith in line with the revelation given to Paul, they should have been disqualified.”  And they would 
have been because of Paul’s revelation (Romans 3:25).  And I trust you remember what I am talking 
about.  If you do not, you go back over your notes in Romans 3:25 and get that clear in your mind.   
 
I emphasize to you: There is one great message!  And I emphasize it for this reason – I have talked to 
you about the edification design.  And that design was “my gospel, the mystery program”.  I do not want 
you to take Romans 16:25 and mistakenly assume that it is dividing up Paul’s message.  He is not 
dividing it.  (Do you remember when I showed you that when we started?)  It is one great message.  
And, he is telling you how to assimilate it – not dividing it up, and not suggesting it is more than one 
message.  It is one great message, all of which is given to Paul. 

 

Ephesians 3:3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the 
mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,  
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This is an example of special revelation.  That is a special manifestation from God of himself to man.  
God has done that at various times in the past either personally or through the prophets.  They would 
speak for the Lord, and he would make his will known.  He has also done it through miracles.   
 
"as I wrote afore in few words.”  Paul wrote the revelation down, and the things he wrote down were the 
very words of the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
Before this writing, Paul wrote down some things about the mystery.  He said, “I wrote them afore, 
whereby, when you read them.”  Well, where had he written them before?  He wrote 1 Thessalonians,  
2 Thessalonians, Galatians, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, and Romans.  Paul said, “When you read those 
things, you will understand.”  The implication is that these people at Ephesus had copies of those prior 
books.   
 
Now, these people are the same people in Acts 20:32 that he commends to the word of his grace.  The 
elders from the church at Ephesus are the people that we just read about in Acts 20.  The implication 
about the Ephesian church is that they had Paul's prior epistles.  They read what he wrote earlier.  I am 
just trying to explain that they had copies of what Paul wrote. 
 
Contrast the Body of Christ with Israel's program - BOC (mystery preached not prophesied) vs Israel (Joel 
knew about Pentecost).  See Acts 2:14-16. 
 
He says that the dispensation - the giving out - of the gospel of the grace of God was given - committed - 
unto him by revelation of Jesus Christ: “ . . . by revelation he made known unto me” the secret.  What 
secret?  Well, what’s he talking about?  The grace of God which as it says, he was sent to dispense.  So I 
think it’s very important to realize we should speak of the gospel that we proclaim as the gospel of the 
grace of God.   
 
The apostle Paul certainly was not riding a hobby when he preached his gospel and the mystery.  I am 
sorry for people who believe that way, as this man who wrote the article evidently does.  I used to think 
of the mystery as a separate item in God’s truth for us today - that the mystery was separate from the 
gospel, you know.  I’d been told that, very briefly.  
 
“Well,” they said, “the gospel – that’s different.  That’s always been preached.” But was it the gospel of 
the grace of God?  Oh, no - it wasn’t!. 
 
“The mystery represents the body of Christ,” or, “That’s our heavenly position.” 
  
 No, no!  The mystery now revealed comprises all Paul preached that wasn’t revealed before.  It was not 
made known before, but now - as I read it - all the riches of the glory of this mystery is made known.  He 
says He wants His saints to know it. 
 
As I read it and see all that we get - not just salvation by grace through faith - ah! but we’re risen with 
Christ and seated with Him in the heavenlies, blessed with all spiritual blessings, and we’re all members 
of one body.  We were baptized into that body at the cross by a baptism not made with hands.  I think, 
“Oh! Isn’t that wonderful!” 
 
Now, you understand that the mystery of Christ, of course, is the body of Christ (verses 5-6).  The 
church, the body of Christ, is the mystery of Christ.  In Ephesians 1:9, the mystery is the mystery of God 
the Father.  Now, the mystery of the Father is the “big thing” where he is going to head up everything in 
heaven and earth in Christ. 
 
The mystery of Christ is that through the death burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, God is 
going to produce the church, the body of Christ, a heavenly people, a new species of humanity, a new 
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creation.  They will be able to extend his authority in the heavenlies, in the ages to come.  (They already 
knew about the earthly kingdom.) 
 
The mystery of the Father is how he is going to accomplish all of it.  The mystery of Christ focuses on the 
church the body of Christ, that which we are a part of.  The mystery of Christ focuses on the dispensation 
of grace, but the mystery of the Father is a larger thing.  You could say that it is the master plan.  The 
mystery of the Father has to do with the master plan that the Father has for everything – the overall 
arching plan in the dispensation of the fulness of time to gather both issues back under the headship of 
Christ.  Ephesians 1:9 
 
Now, Ephesians 3:3 – “How that by revelation he (Christ) made known unto me the mystery.”  Now, “the 
mystery” means “the secret”.  You need to be able to demonstrate to people that the word “mystery” 
does not mean “mysterious or spooky or superstitious nonsense”.  It means “a secret”.   
 
Romans 16:25 – “the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was 
kept secret since the world began.”  What is the mystery?  It is something, which was kept secret since 
the world began but now is made manifest.  Well it is not a secret anymore then, is it?  Do you see how 
that verse defines the mystery for you? 
 
1 Corinthians 2:7 – “But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God 
ordained before the world unto our glory.”  Do you see that?  What is the mystery?  It was hidden 
wisdom.  If something is hidden, it is not known.  It is kept secret.   
So, comparing verse with verse you find out the definition of the word “mystery”.  And you need to know 
how to define those things for people.   
 
Ephesians 3:3 – “How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few 
words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ).”  Frankly, I 
don’t know exactly what that is a reference to – “(as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, 
ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)”.  The best bet is, probably, Ephesians 2:13-
22.  Or, you could say it is the book of Colossians, which was written at the same time as Ephesians.  Or, 
you could say it is the book of Romans (which they would have copies of, and we studied how they do 
that).  
 
You could say it is any of those things, but Ephesians 2 is probably the easiest thing to say.  But the 
problem with that (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand) is that 
they already read it.  That sort of gives me the idea that it is something other than the book of 
Ephesians.   
 
But the easiest thing to do would be to say that it is either Romans, or Corinthians.  The mystery is 
mentioned in Ephesians and Corinthians “in few words”.  In other words, he would be saying, “I had it 
back there too.”  So, maybe that’s what he’s saying.  But, that little parenthesis there is a little bit vague 
to me.  The ways I have given you, are the ways people usually do it.  Usually, if someone asks me what 
it is, I tell them it is Ephesians 2:13-22 because that is the easiest thing for people to grasp, because that 
is the context and the flow.   
 

 

Ephesians 3:4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ)  

The things Paul wrote in his epistles are the things that Christ revealed to him to be given to us.  
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Ephesians 3:4.  What is the mystery of Christ?  The mystery of Christ is the body of Christ, the 
dispensation of grace.  Doesn't he call the dispensation of grace “the mystery”?   
 
Well, what is the mystery of the Father?  You have three of them – the mystery of God, the mystery of 
the Father, and the mystery of Christ.  What is the mystery of God the Father?  Ephesians 1:3 says, 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ”.   
 
Verses 9-11 – “Having made known unto us the mystery of his (the Father’s) will, according to his good 
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, (the mystery of Christ program) and 
which are on earth; (the mystery of God, the prophetic program) even in him: In whom also we have 
obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will.”  Do you see that?  The mystery of the Father has to do with his 
gathering together of all things in heaven and earth unto the headship and centering it all together in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The mystery of Christ explains his purpose in the body of Christ, which will be the thing that reconciles 
the heavens.  The mystery of God, the prophetic program brings the earth under his authority.  Those 
three things fit together into one great climatic whole and they sum up all of the purposes of God in 
Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  Colossians 2:2 
 
When he says in Ephesians 3:4 – “Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the 
mystery of Christ” that is what he is talking about.  He says, “I want this stuff to get a grip on you, and I 
want you to have the full assurance of understanding.” 
 
Remember when we started and I showed you that thing in Romans 16, that you get the mystery of 
truth, and you get the issue of grace, and the mystery program, and then what?  Then you can go into 
the rest of the word of God and you understand – you fit it all together and it works!  You see, we 
(members of the body of Christ) are the first people in all of human history who got the complete thing 
all put together.  Do you know how wealthy you are?  Why don’t you spend a little time counting your 
riches?   
 
Ephesians 3:4 – “Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ.”   
 
But, folks, is that the mystery of Jesus Christ himself individually?  I think not!  That is the mystery of the 
body of Christ.  There it is in verse 6.  His name and our name are the same.  We are one with him.  We 
are totally identified with Christ to the point that the names are the same.  That is what he’s saying in 
Ephesians 5:30 – we are one with him. 
 
And just like we are one with him, so the husband and the wife are one.  Do you know what you have?  
If you take that relationship that you have with God through Christ as members of the body, and that 
lives in your marriage, that’s what people are going to see.  You are living as husband and wife as 
members of the body of Christ.  And who you are in Christ is being demonstrated in your marriage.  
Where is God being manifested today?  He is being manifested through the lives of believers.  And where 
to believers live?  Well, most of you live as husband and wife.  Don’t most of you live in families with 
moms and dads?  Ephesians 5:31 
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Ephesians 3:5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons 
of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit;  

In Time Past they did not know about this mystery program; it was a secret.  But Now the mystery, or 
secret, is revealed.  In Acts 3:21 Peter said that the things that were happening were spoken by the 
mouth of all the holy prophets, since the world began.  That is prophecy.  In Romans 16:25 Paul said, 
“the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since 
the world began.”   
 
That program in Acts 2 and 3 was preached about, talked about, revealed, made known, since the world 
began.  The mystery program was not preached about, talked about, revealed, or made known.  They 
can’t be the same!  They are distinctly different.  The program in Time Past is not the program in the But 
Now section. 
 
It was hid in God, not revealed in Time Past.  Christ gave it to Paul, so when you come to that point you 
have the Dispensation of Grace.  The program of God in the Dispensation of Grace does not cancel the 
Law Program; it just postpones it.  The way it is described in Acts 15 is how they have come to 
understand that God is currently visiting the Gentiles to call out a people for His name.  God is out among 
the Gentiles forming a new agency, the Body of Christ.  It is described as a visit.  It does not say that 
God has left home, moved from one place to another, and abandoned His former place, or done away 
with the house of Israel.  It says God has left the house of Israel to visit the Gentiles to form the Body of 
Christ.  When you visit someone, do you not return home?  Yes, you have left temporarily with the 
intention of returning.  That is what God has done.  Then…Acts 15:16. 
 
That is pretty clear.  This Mystery was not known in Time Past, but it is now revealed.  People will even 
take the word as, and claim it was known then, but not to the same degree as it is now.  The problem 
with that is the other passages do not support that interpretation.  We verify this verse with other verses 
that will shed light on this verse.  We interpret something that is obscure in light of something that is 
clear.  In this case, compare this verse to Romans 16:25-26. 
 
Ephesians 3:1-5 – “For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye have heard of 
the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: How that by revelation he made 
known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in a few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may 
understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages was not made known unto the 
sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.” 
 
Now, this passage is very familiar to you.  And it is one that I really do not need to spend a great deal of 
time going over, because we talked about it a great deal.   
 
Paul digresses between verses 2-12 into a description of the unique status of his ministry – that fact that 
“to him” was committed this mystery (secret) that God has now made known.  And, he does that in order 
to emphasize his ministry and the place that his ministry, personally, has in making these issues known.  
He describes the uniqueness of his ministry, but more importantly, he describes the thing that God is 
doing today in forming the church, the body of Christ.  Since we do talk about it a great deal, I know that 
you are familiar with it. 
 
There are two frequent questions people ask about verse 5, so you need to know how to handle them.  
First, is the issue when Paul says, “as it is now revealed”.  In other ages it was not made known.  In 
other words, the mystery was not made known in other ages and that is another definition of the word 
“mystery”.  In other ages it was not made known. 
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Ephesians 3:9 says that it was hid in God from the beginning of the world. 
 
Ephesians 3:5 – “Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men.”  Now that is an 
absolute statement.  Somebody will say, “But then he says ‘as it is now revealed’.”  And they will say that 
means that it wasn’t made known back there to the same degree that it is now.  They knew about it, but 
they just didn’t understand as fully, or to the same degree as we do.  Now, that is a way you can read 
that verse, is it not?  Well, then how do you answer that?   
 
Write Colossians 1:25-26 and Romans 16:25-26 by that verse.  And notice that those verses do not allow 
for any idea of degree of prior revelation.  Colossians 1:25-26, Romans 16:25-26.   
 
Romans 16:25-26 – “which was kept secret since the world began, But now is made manifest.”  If 
Ephesians 3:5 is saying that they knew about it, but not to the same degree that we do today, then that 
would contradict Romans 16:25,26 and Colossians 1:25,26.   
How do you interpret scripture?  You do it verse with verse.   
 
Now, rather than it meaning “to the same degree as it is now revealed”, it means “not at all” – not at all 
then, but now.  That is what it’s talking about. 
 
If I say to you, “They didn’t have airplanes in George Washington’s day as they have them today”, would 
I mean that they didn’t have as good a planes in Washington’s day as they do today?  Or, would I mean 
that they didn’t have them at all in Washington’s day?  I would be saying that they didn’t have them 
then, but they do now.  And that is the way “as” is used in Ephesians 3:5.  It is not used in the sense of 
degrees.  It is used in the sense of “not at all”.   
 
Ephesians 3:5 – “Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed.”  
It wasn’t then, but it is now.   
 
People will get after you about that verse, so you want to be prepared.  I just wanted to give you an 
illustration to show how that word “as” can be used not to convey degree but to convey an absolute 
negative. 
 
Now the other question that you get will be the rest of Ephesians 3:5 – “as it is now revealed unto his 
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.”  People will say, “See, the other apostles and prophets had it 
revealed to them.  It was not an exclusive revelation given to Paul.  It was a revelation given to the other 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit, therefore it isn’t exclusively given to Paul.”   
 
But, look at the rest of the verse there – “as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets 
(how?) by the Spirit.”  How was it revealed to Paul in Ephesians 3:3?  It was revealed “by Christ”.  The 
Lord Jesus Christ communicates it to Paul, and Paul goes out and preaches it, and other people hear it.  
So, do these other people get it from Christ?  No, they get it from Paul.  Paul preaches the word of God 
to them, and God the Holy Spirit, through the word of God, reveals it to them.  1 Corinthians 2:7-8 
 
Clearly the mystery was not made known unto the sons of men until it was revealed to Paul.  Then if 
what is going on on the day of Pentecost is what Joel spoke about, what Joel spoke about was the 
subject of prophecy, and Joel didn’t know about the mystery so he couldn’t have talked about it—the two 
things can’t be the same.  There is no way the mystery program is being, even in some secret fashion, 
enacted on the day of Pentecost.   
 
The mystery has to do with God taking the Jew and the Gentile and placing them together in one body, 
one spiritual unit, God the Holy Spirit baptizing and reconciling them to God into one body.  God the Holy 
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Spirit affects that position (1 Corinthinians 12:13).  If God the Holy Spirit did it, He would know what He 
was doing, wouldn’t He?   He says, He?   
 
 

 

Ephesians 3:6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same 
body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: (eternal life) 

You can look over the book of Ephesians, and you will never find the gospel explained.  That is what 
happens to the Acts 28 brethren.  They say it is just Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians that are for 
us; most of them will even take out Philippians.  The Acts 28 people say that only the Prison Epistles, and 
sometimes just two of them, (Ephesians and Colossians), are for us.  And if they are, they have a 
problem; because the gospel is explained in Romans, Corinthians, and Galatians; but it is not explained in 
Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians. 
 

When you believe the gospel in Romans, what happens to you?  You become a member of the agency, 
the church, which is explained in Ephesians.  The book of Ephesians explains that agency to you.  It 
makes known to us, (chapter one verses 9 to 11), the mystery of the Father’s will, the eternal purpose 
that God had in Christ.  
 
Come over to Ephesians, Chapter 3.  In Ephesians 3:6, the New International Version makes the 
prophetic program and the mystery program the same.   
 
(NIV) Ephesians 3:6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, 
members together of one body, and sharers of the promise in Christ Jesus.  
 
Well, folks, if you’re heirs together with Israel today, what is that?  Romans 15:8-12 says that that’s the 
prophetic program.  I just want you to get the idea.  I gave you those verses and wanted to look at them 
with you last week, but we didn’t have time.  So there they are.  
 
Look at Ephesians 3:6.  He defines the mystery and the body of Christ.  “That the Gentiles should be 
fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ (how?) by the gospel.”  Notice 
that he doesn't explain the gospel very much, does he?  Where do you go to find out what the gospel is?  
You have been through Romans and you understand that.  You are faithful.   
 
These Ephesians saints are properly oriented to the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit, and they 
understand these things.  They are faithful.  They have the foundation laid in their soul that is going to 
equip them to go on into the information that he gives them in the book of Ephesians. 
 
Now, the mystery is identified for you (it’s contents) in Ephesians 3:6 – “That the Gentiles should be 
fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel.”  In other words, 
by the fact that Jesus Christ died at Calvary to pay for our sins, and the preaching of the cross (the 
preaching of all that was accomplished there), when you trust the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour, you 
become fellowheirs and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel.   
 
Now, there is a prefix that is added to each one of those words there – “fellowheirs, same body, and 
partakers”.  The Greek prefix is “sun” and that means “together with, one with, equal with, a joint union”.  
And that prefix is put on each one of the three words there – heirs (fellowheirs), body (same body, joint 
body, equal body), partakers of his promise in Christ (joint equal partakers in Christ).  In other words, 
there is an absolute total equality among believers today.  No longer is there the advantage of Ephesians 
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2:11-12 – the division (circumcision and uncircumcision).  But now, in Christ Jesus, there is total equality 
– Jew and Gentile placed together.  In fact, notice that verse 6 doesn't say anything about Jews.  What 
does it say?  It says, “That the Gentiles”.   
 
Now tell me something.  Can a Jew become a member of the body of Christ?  It just says, “Gentiles”.  Do 
you know what, folks?  Israel has lost her status today.  The word “gentiles” means “the nations”.  Israel 
is just one of the nations.  They have no national advantage, today, before God.  It doesn't do them any 
good to trust their Messiah.  The reason he omits the Jews in Ephesians 3:6 is not to take a Jew and say, 
“He can’t get saved”.  But, it is just to say that believers from any nation (Israel included) can get saved.  
There is total equality today.  Dispensationally, there are no “big ones” or “little ones” before God.  And, 
spiritually, when you come in and trust Christ, that equality carries over into the body of Christ and there 
is spiritual oneness. 
 
In the NIV, Ephesians 3:6 says, “This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together 
with Israel”.  Now, isn’t that a wonderful thing.  It says, “heirs together with Israel”.  You can’t use a NIV 
and maintain a mid-Acts position.  If you try, you have weakened your position to the extent that 
anybody that uses that bible and believes it to be the word of God isn’t going to believe your doctrine.  
You see, the people that use these new bibles don’t believe the bible.  They have a doctrinal system that 
they believe, and they just use whatever version best fits their preconceived ideas.  They run around 
through the versions and get one that says what they want it to say.  They make the book fit their 
system, and that is backwards.   
 
Now, if you are going to believe the NIV is the word of God, believe what it says and order your steps 
accordingly.  Don’t set up some system out here and then let the word of God deny it.  Don’t tell me you 
believe in inerrancy, total absolute inerrancy, and tote that book around when it has errors in it.  (I am 
talking about textural errors, not translation differences.)   
 
Now, notice the three things – the actual contents of the mystery, by the gospel, by the cross.  Ephesians 
2:16 
 
Turn back to Ephesians 3:6 – “and of the same body.”  In other words, we are equal, joint, fellow 
members of the same body, members of a joint body.  When he talks about “same body”, he is talking 
about “one body”.  We participate equally in the body of Christ.  The body, of course, in that verse, is the 
body of Christ (Ephesians 1:23, 2:16, 4:4, and 4:16).  We jointly, equally, participate in the body of 
Christ.  You don’t participate more than I do. We are all blessed equally with equal membership.   
 
Now, you know that is not the way it is in most things.  In our organization here, we are not all equal.  
Do you know that?  In this school, we are not all equal.  I can show you a grade sheet and prove that 
real quickly.   
 
We are members of a joint body “and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel”.  Now, you are 
joint partakers of his promise in Christ.  That verse isn’t that difficult to understand.  People say, “Well, I 
thought we didn’t get any promises.”  Chapter 2:12 says that we are “strangers from the covenant of 
promise”.  And that is true; you were, but not in Christ.  When you were outside of Christ, without the 
dispensation of grace, you were strangers.  But you see, God has changed all of that, and you are 
partakers of the promise in Christ.  And you got in Christ by grace.  Galatians 3:22 
 
Ephesians 3:6 – “That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his 
promise in Christ by the gospel.”  I am going through that kind of quick, but those three things are 
fantastic.  Most people that you preach to are not going to understand those three things.  You 
understand them, I trust, because we spent so much time talking about them.   
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We are joint partakers, joint heirs, and joint members.  We have absolute total equality – Jew and Gentile 
in one body, one spiritual body of believers in absolute total equality sharing all of these things God has 
for us.  And it is all on the basis of faith in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

Ephesians 3:7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of 
the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.  

Ephesians 3:7 – “Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me 
by the effectual working of his power.”   
 
Before we finish there, notice verse 6 again – “That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same 
body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel.”  There are only two limits to that thing there, 
and one of them is the last three words “by the gospel”.  The only limits on the issue there is that it is by 
the gospel.  The only participants are people who trust Christ as their Saviour.   

 
And the gospel (verse 7 – “whereof, I was made a minister) is Paul’s gospel.  You are not made a 
participant in the things in verse 6 by faith in Peter’s gospel.  It is the gospel “whereof I was made a 
minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.  
Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.”  Would you please notice that?  It is an unsearchable gospel, 
one you cannot go back in Peter’s ministry, or in any ministry prior to Paul, and locate and trace out.  
Please see that. 
 
Now, it is limited only in the sense that: (1) it is by faith in the gospel, and (2) it is Paul’s gospel.  It is 
limited to the dispensation of the grace of God.   
 
Now, there is one other thing that you need to notice.  Notice in verse 4 where he talks about the 
“mystery of Christ”.  Turn to Colossians 2:2-3 
 
Ephesians 3:7-8 – “Whereof (talking about the gospel in verse 6) I was made a minister, according to the 
gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.  Unto me, who am less 
than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ.”  The “gift of the grace of God” is the ministry that he had in verse 8 – “is this grace 
given”.  The “grace” in verse 8 and “the gift of the grace of God” in verse 7 both refer to the ministry.   
 
In Ephesians 4:7 he says, “But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of 
Christ.”  The gift, and the grace, involved here have to do with the ministry that the apostle Paul is 
carrying on.  In other words, he did not deserve to have the position of proclaiming the unsearchable 
riches of Christ.  It is a gift and it is a gift of grace. 
 
Turn to Galatians 2:9 and notice, again, the same way that this word “grace” is used.  You need to notice 
that there are times in Paul’s epistles when he talks about “the grace” and “this grace”, and it is a term 
he uses to describe the ministry that Christ gave him – the special ministry.  Galatians 2:9 
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Ephesians 3:8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this 
grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ;  

He says, "I'm a big nobody."  He says, "You take the least of all the saints, sit them out there, and I go 
behind them".  "I am less than the least."  That should encourage you and me.  I look at myself 
sometimes and I say, "You know, Rick, if there ever was a failure, you would have to come in second."  
You know how you look at yourself and think what a mess you have made of things.  You think, "I've 
failed".  How I should have done this and didn't.  How I blew that.  If you looked at your own skills and 
abilities you would just stay home, wouldn't you?  I would.  Then I think of old Paul when he said, "I'm 
less than the least".  Paul said that if he could do it, then anybody could do it.  Ephesians 3:8, "Unto me, 
who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ;"  This magnificent, wonderful message of grace! 
 
“Is this grace given.”  He is talking about that special arrangement by which salvation goes to the 
Gentiles apart from Israel—that special grace and opportunity given to Paul.  In Galatians 2, it is 
interesting to notice verse 9.  He communicates to them his gospel, and his ministry in the first 8 verses:  
“and when James, Cephas, and John, who seem to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto 
me.”  The idea is that they perceive that special favor that was given to Paul to have this ministry.  By 
the way, it is not necessarily saying that they understood everything that Paul said to them.  If you read 
2 Peter 3, you know that they don't understand everything that he said to them.  But they do perceive 
that separate, distinct, advanced ministry is given to Paul.  
 
Go back to Ephesians 3:7-8 – “Whereof (of this program) I was made a minister, according to the gift of 
the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.  Unto me, who am less than the 
least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ.”  Now write down next to that word “unsearchable” in your bible, John 5:39.   
 
Now, I know the Greek words are not the same, but the English words are, and the truth is the same 
regardless.  In John 5:39 Jesus tells the Pharisees “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”  You can go through the Old Testament scripture and 
it testifies and explains about the prophetic program.   
 
Turn back to Ephesians 3:7-8 – “Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of 
God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.”  (God’s effectual power gave Paul the 
ministry.) Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints.”  If you ever wondered about whether or not 
you are too frail, or too feeble, or too insignificant to be used of God in the work of the ministry, look at 
what Paul said about himself – “who am less than the least of all saints”.  Now, as low down as you 
might ever think you are, you just put yourself on the list and then put Paul right underneath you.  And 
then if you are willing to pay the price, as Paul was willing to pay the price, you will realize what 
capability, or capacity, you have for service.   
 
Somebody said one time, “The world is yet to see what God will do with one man completely dedicated 
to him.”  And they probably saw close to what they will ever see in the apostle Paul.  And yet, Paul says 
that his capacity is less than your capacity.  That is quite a statement.  That is humility.  There is another 
passage like that in 1 Corinthians 15:10.  Another comparative passage is Numbers 12, with Moses.  
Moses was the meekest man on the face of the earth.  But, it isn’t Moses that was the issue.  Moses was, 
personally, a meek man.  It was the ministry that God gave him.  And, it is the same with Paul. 
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Ephesians 3:8 – “Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.”  These are the riches of Christ that are 
unsearchable.   
 
John 5:39 is a comparative passage about “unsearchable”.  John says to the people in the prophetic 
program that they are to “search the scriptures; … and they are they which testify of me”.  They could 
find out a comparison of what Christ was telling them in the scripture.   
But, Paul’s gospel could not be found by searching the scripture.  It is the “unsearchable” riches of Christ.  
You cannot find the tracks and the traces in time past.  Ephesians 3:8 says, “the unsearchable riches 
(wealth) of Christ”, and he said that he preached that among the Gentiles. 
 
There is a wonderful verse in Colossians 1:27 talking about the saints.  Colossians 1:27 

 

Ephesians 3:9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the 
mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, 
who created all things by Jesus Christ:  (Col 1:25, 26)  

God didn’t tell men about the mystery in time past and God chose not to reveal the purpose that he had 
had, in eternity past (not an afterthought, but something he had purposed before the foundation of the 
world), but he kept it hid in himself.  The Lord Jesus Christ, from heaven’s glory, saved Saul of Tarsus in 
order to make known to him a system of knowledge and information that God had hitherto not made 

known.  So we emphasize the mystery because that is what God is doing today.  We talk about the 
mystery and we study from that perspective.  If you want to understand what God is doing in your life 
today, you need to study Paul’s epistles and find out. 
 
Now it is not just Israel.  There is no middle wall of partition.  Paul was made a minister to preach to all 
men the fellowship of this mystery which had been hid in God. 
 

(NASV) Ephesians 3:9 and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has 
been hidden in God who created all things; Doesn’t your Bible say something about Him creating all 
things "by Jesus Christ"?  That’s left out.  Colossians 1:14. 
 
Paul says, “You can’t do that with the program I’m giving.  It is not explained back there.”  And he says 
that his purpose (Ephesians 3:9) is “to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery.”   
 

How do you make someone see something?  You turn on the light.  When you turn off the light you can’t 
see.  When you turn on the light, you can see.  Well, you take the light of the word of God and make it 
known.  “Make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery.” 
What is the “fellowship of the mystery”?  It is the things we share together in common.  “Koinonia” is the 
word. What do you share together? In verse 6 he says, “I want you to see this fellowship – things that 
you share together in common.   
 

Ephesians 3:8-9 – “Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; And to make all men see what is the 
fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all 
things by Jesus Christ.”  Notice that the fellowship of the mystery has been hid from the beginning of the 
world.  That is another good verse to demonstrate that the mystery has not been made known.  It did 
not say that it was hid in scripture, but it said that it was hid in God.  It did not say that it was partially 
revealed; it just said that it was hidden. 
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Now, the new bibles say “the dispensation of the mystery” instead of the fellowship of the mystery”.  The 
term “dispensation of the mystery” is a legitimate bible term, and you do not need to change Ephesians 
3:9 to get it.  Colossians 1:25-26 
 
And Paul is saying that he wants “to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery.”  The 
dispensation of the mystery is the truth – the doctrines that are revealed to Paul.  But the fellowship of 
the mystery is a living demonstration of those truths in the body of Christ.  The “fellowship of the 
mystery” is the “fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ.”  They are the 
fellow participants together in Ephesians 6.  It is a living demonstration of the truths of the body of 
Christ.  It is a living demonstration of body truth put on display, and that demonstration is the 
demonstration in verse 11 – the eternal purpose of God, which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.   
 
The idea being that the body of Christ places the eternal purpose of God on living display; it is 
demonstrated in the body of Christ.  And Paul says, “I want all men to see the eternal purpose of God 
demonstrated, manifested, in human flesh in the body of Christ.  I want them to see the fellowship, what 
we share together, the living demonstration of body truth.  I want people to see that in the sense of 
understanding it.”   
 
When you say, “I see that”, you mean “I understand that.”  You are not talking about looking at 
something.  It is a concept; it is something that you understand.  We use that word all the time, and that 
is the issue in this verse.  He wants all men to see what is the fellowship of the mystery.  And I have told 
you before, Before someone can see something, you have to turn on the light.  You have to preach the 
word to them in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Now, the purpose for which he wants them to see the fellowship of the mystery (verse 10) “To the 
intent” (here’s the reason – Paul’s purpose is that all men see the fellowship of the mystery).  It is not 
just that they understand body truth, but that that truth take root in their lives and live (bear fruit) and 
that they demonstrate not just the truth, but the fellowship.  They really have an understanding of those 
things, and that truth takes root in their lives; they are established in it. 
 
I was talking to Mr. Stam the other day and he made the comment, “You know I don’t understand why 
people don’t produce fruit when they see the truth.”  Well, the most natural thing in the world is for the 
doctrine to produce fruit; and when it doesn't, people haven’t really seen it.  It might be in their head, 
but it hasn’t gotten into their heart (the mentality of their soul).  It is just a mental concept.  And he is 
talking about people seeing, not just the doctrine, but seeing the living aspect of it – the fellowship side.   
 
Did Joel back there in other ages know about the mystery?  I know he didn’t, because Paul says he 
didn’t.  Paul says, “In other ages it was not made known unto the sons of men; it was hid in God.”  It 
was a secret God kept to Himself, and that Joel didn’t know about.   
 
Did Joel know about Pentecost?  Yes.  Did he know about the mystery?  No.  Well then, are they the 
same?  They can’t be, folks.  There isn’t any way that those two things can be the same.  Joel knew 
about the prophetic pouring out of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.  
 
I know what they say.  They say, “Well, it was there on the day of Pentecost, but it just wasn’t revealed 
yet.”  The question they ask is, what was the smallest continent on the planet before Australia was 
discovered?  Australia was; we just didn’t know about it yet.  So they say the mystery was there, but it 
just wasn’t revealed yet. 
 
If that is true, then God the Holy Spirit didn’t know what He was doing on the day of Pentecost, because 
God the Holy Spirit speaking through Peter said, “What is happening here is what Joel said was going to 
happen.”  Joel didn’t know about the mystery.  If it is what Joel said was going to happen, then it wasn’t 
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the secret.  It wasn’t a mystery.  The mystery in Ephesians 3:6 has to do with the formation of the 
church the body of Christ during the dispensation of grace.    
 
Compare Acts 3:21 and Romans 16:25.  Folks, the day of Pentecost was no secret; it was the fulfillment 
of prophecy.  In Acts 3, the chapter after Pentecost, you have Peter preaching:  Acts 3:19-21 
 
Ephesians 3:9 – “And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.”   
 
People say that the word “men” shouldn’t be there, because in verse 10 he says, “To the intent that now 
unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom 
of God.”  In other words, the angels (the principalities and powers in the heavenlies up there) are looking 
down at the body of Christ.  And as they see you and I function as members of the body of Christ, as 
they see body truth work in us, it instructs them about God’s ultimate intention and purpose.  They are 
instructed, and they see the manifold wisdom of God, which is “according to the eternal purpose which 
he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord” (verse 11).  They are gaining instruction about God’s eternal 
purpose in glory over there by watching us. 
 
But, people say the word “men” shouldn’t be in verse 9.  They say, in verse 9, we should say, “And to 
make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery” because we are making them see it.  I hear people 
say that and I think How dumb can people get?  Doesn't anybody think about what they say before they 
say it?   
 
The way the angelic creation out there sees it, is not by you standing out here on a stump preaching it to 
them, but they see it as they see it operate in the flesh and blood of the members of the body of Christ.  
They see it as we make men, as we make other human beings see it.  You are not out there preaching to 
them – Okay, angels now we are going to have a bible class tonight!  That is of no value at all, 
instruction wise, to them.  They look at it and laugh. 
 
We will study in a week or so how the angels observe what we are doing, but they are not observing us 
talking to them.  They are observing us down here with the body truth living in us.  How does it say God 
is manifest?  The life of Jesus may be manifest in our mortal bodies. 
So, when he says, “make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery”, the purpose of making 
others see the fellowship of the mystery, this fellowship we have with Christ, this oneness we have with 
him, is so that the angelic creation can be instructed.  They see the wisdom of God on display as they 
see body truth worked out in us.   
 
Well, I want to stop here for just a minute and go over something with you.  When we studied Romans, I 
tried to show you that as you studied Romans you had to study Galatians.  And in the first 8 chapters of 
Romans, we studied the whole book of Galatians.  Then when you study Romans 12-16, you study the 
issues that are laid down in 1 Corinthians and 2 Corinthians.   
 
Now, the book of Philippians and the book of Colossians are the same way with Ephesians.  We have not 
spent a lot of time studying those books.  It has basically been a time element thing.  But, I want you to 
see how Philippians and Colossians fit into this thing.  Ephesians 5:1-2, Philippians 1:9-11, Colossians 
2:18-19. 
 
Look at Ephesians 3:9 to see Paul’s purpose in life, and his goal – “And to make all men see what is the 
fellowship of the mystery.”  His goal is to have men see this wonderful fellowship that we have in Christ 
Jesus, this oneness, this sharing together of all that God has given us in Christ.  Continuing in verse 9 – 
“which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.”  
Here’s why he wants all men to see it.  Verse 10 
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Ephesians 3:10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold 
wisdom of God,  

God had in mind to do this all along.  It was not an after thought; it was something He purposed; He just 
did not tell anyone until He planned to do so. 
 
And then this is why he wanted all men to see the mystery in Ephesians 3:10, "To the intent that now 
unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places…"  (unto those positions of rank and authority of 
the universe out there.)  "…might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,"  He said that as 
they look down here tonight they see me, and they see you, lining up with what God is doing in the 
world; we are seeing it and recognizing it, and standing in it.  Doing just what Daniel did.  Getting in line 
with it and doing what is required with it and having God's purpose living in our life.  He says that they 

see the manifold wisdom of God. 
 
Angels can see us, and when they see us operating as members of the Body of Christ, that instructs them 
about the manifold wisdom of God.  They learn the manifold wisdom of God by watching us (believers) 
function as members of the Body of Christ.  1 Timothy 5:21. 
 
Our election reaching into the Ages to Come.  “Unto him be glory . . .” in Verse 21, again, “in the church 

by Christ Jesus through all ages . . .” That’s the age of grace now and into the future.  On the basis of 
our election, He says, in Chapter 4, ‘I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called.”  “Walk worthy” of that vocation - that service that you 
have.  And he says, in Verse 17, “ . . . Walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,” 
because you are a chosen vessel; you are a peculiar people; you are chosen out specifically for God - for 
His use and for His service. 
 

So right now as you function, you have an impact where they see Satan's ministry destroyed, and his 
policy of evil against the body of Christ frustrated.  Seeing that, they have a present testimony of the 
future bruising of Satan in the Ages to Come.  So what you are doing is, you are raising up a testimony 
and standard, even into the heavenly places.  You are going to understand that issue more as we get into 
studying Ephesians.  The impact of your ministry is not just all right here, but it is also in the heavenly 
places against Satan's policy and program of evil against the body of Christ. 
 

Do you reckon the principalities and powers are in a geographic location?  Just in case you are 
wondering, look at Revelation 12:7-8 
 
"To the intent, (here’s why he wants everybody to see the mystery), that now unto the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God.”  Do you know 
what happens?  The wisdom of God is manifested.  
 

Ephesians 3:10 – “To the intent that now (in the dispensation of grace) unto the principalities and powers 
in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God.”  The idea is that there is 
a demonstration of the wisdom of God, to the principalities and powers in heavenly places, by the church.  
God’s wisdom is placed on display before the principalities and powers in heavenly places as they see the 
fellowship of the mystery in action. 
 
Now, there are several things you want to notice there.  Number one is that the body of Christ has an 
impact in the heavenly places.  Ephesians 6:12  
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It is interesting in Ephesians 3:10 that the principalities and powers observe the body of Christ.  They 
observe you, and they are instructed by you. 
 
Let me give you some verses: 1 Corinthians 4:9, 1 Corinthians 11:10, 1 Timothy 5:21.  And you will see 
that the principalities and powers (the angels) observe the body of Christ.  And in Ephesians 3:10, they 
are instructed.  They are taught about the manifold wisdom of God according to the eternal purpose, 
which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.  In other words, they see the fellowship of the mystery.  
They see body truth working in the body, and that teaches them about God’s eternal purpose.   
 
Now, what is that eternal purpose?  Well if you go back to Ephesians 1:9-10 you will see it.  It has to do 
with gathering “together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth”.  
That is the purpose that God the Father purposed in himself before the foundation of the world.  God 
purposed to establish a universe.  And his objective was to populate the universe – an infinite universe 
with a perfect creation made in his own image which worshipped and owned him as their sovereign 
(willingly choosing to own him). 
 
Now, when he set that purpose up, he purposed in it to demonstrate his worthiness to rule and to fill that 
universe.  He didn’t just purpose to do it.  A despot could arbitrarily do that.  But, he purposed to fill up 
the universe with a people made in his image.  He purposed to demonstrate that he was worthy of a 
creation made in his image and that he was worthy of the pre-worship and subjection of that creation.   
 
So, he sets up the creation and there upon was challenged by Lucifer.  You know the story of Lucifer’s 
rebellion.  He goes out among the heavenly hosts and persuades the upper echelons, the principalities 
and powers, to go with him to rebel against God.  And there is a tremendous rebellion and an angelic 
conflict established.   
 
But, God stops the rebellion.  He creates hell, in which to destroy the devil and his angels.  But, he didn’t 
destroy them immediately.  And if you think about it, the reason he didn’t destroy them immediately is 
quite simple.  It was because of the rest of creation.  How would they ever know for sure that Satan’s 
challenge against God’s authority wasn’t justified?   
 
You set up an authority and someone comes along and challenges you.  Does it make you right just 
because you can knock them down?  No, you know better than that.  A despot can do that.  How would 
the rest of creation ever be sure that the challenge did not have any merit to it, and that God, rather 
than Satan, deserved to rule the universe? 
 
Well, God sets up a situation whereby his own worthiness could be demonstrated.  He sets up a situation 
whereby the rebels (Satan and his group) can demonstrate their ability, and he can demonstrate his 
ability.  And the choice can logically be made then, can’t it?   
 
So, you have what we call “the angelic conflict” – the challenge to God’s authority and the resultant 
scheme or plan in which God allows and sets up a situation where Satan’s ability can be demonstrated, 
and God’s ability can be demonstrated.  And he can thus demonstrate that he is not an unreasonable 
despot, but rather that he is a worthy sovereign.   
 
That demonstration has been accomplished.  And, today, in the body of Christ is demonstrating God’s 
wisdom and his victory.  Colossians 2:15 – Christ’s triumph over them, over the principalities and powers 
in the cross.  Today, the demonstration has been accomplished and God’s wisdom has been exalted.  And 
all that remains now is for the execution of the plan to be consummated.  And the reason that hasn’t 
been accomplished is that God is forming the body of Christ.  As soon as that is over with, the thing will 
get on the road.  1 Corinthians 2:6-10 
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Verse 10 – “To the intent that now (not just in eternity future, but now) unto the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places.”  He wants those principalities and powers in the heavenly places to know 
something.  What does he want them to know?  He wants them to know “the manifold wisdom of God.” 
 
And how are they going to know the manifold wisdom of God?  They will know it by the church.  They 
are going to look and watch and observe the truth of the fellowship of the mystery functioning in the 
body of Christ.  And, when they see it, they are going to literally be seeing the manifold wisdom of God.  
Get this thing in your mind about the angelic observation.  1 Corinthians 4:9 

 

Ephesians 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord:  

Turn back to Ephesians 3:10-11 – “principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the 
church the manifold wisdom of God, According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.”   

 
The angelic creation knows something.  They have been around since the conflict began with the 
Adversary, and they are seeing a living demonstration today of it’s resolution.  
  
Do you know what God is doing today?  The Lord is forming a body of believers today that he is going to 
use to restore the heavenly places up there under his authority.  He will use the Nation Israel to restore 
the earth, and he will use the body of Christ to restore the heavenly places.   
 
The angelic hosts are being told that the heavens are safe, because man can only function on the earth.  
Satan never feared for the heavens until the body of Christ was introduced.  He never even dreamed 
about it being lost to him until the body of Christ, a heavenly agency, came along to carry out the 
purpose of God there.   
 
There are two diverse elements – the heaven and the earth.  They are as different as day and night, 
aren’t they?  Do you know what God is doing today?  He is demonstrating that he can take those diverse 
realms and put them under one head – the Lord Jesus Christ.  And he can make them work in perfect 
harmony. 
 
Do you know how he is doing it?  The Jews and Gentiles are two peoples that God himself separated as 
far as the east is from the west.  God built a little wall of partition between them and said, “They are 
separate.  I have made it so”.  In time past there was circumcision and uncircumcision.  But now, he has 
broken down the middle wall, and he has made peace between the two groups.  And he treats them all 
like one.  He takes the believing Jew and the believing Gentile and puts them in one body under one 
head in a totally, and completely equal, and perfectly functioning, spiritual unit. 
 
Do you know what you have?  You have God Almighty taking two diverse elements and putting them 
under one head, and one body, and making Jesus Christ the head of it all.  You see a living 
demonstration in the body of Christ today of what God is going to do in the ages to come. 
 
Satan and his hosts look down and they look at you, and when you function like whom God made you, 
you demonstrate the validity of God’s eternal purpose.  And my friend, when you don’t, when you oppose 
yourself and act like that old person that you were, and the “old you” comes out and runs you and talks 
through your lips and uses your members as instruments of unrighteousness rather as instruments of 
righteousness, we dishonor God.   
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There is a conflict up there between the elect and the fallen angels, and they do just what you do.  They 
watch.  And one of them is saying to the other, “If that is what God does, I don’t want any part of it”.  
And then they fall.  And when you are functioning properly the other one says, “See what God says you’ll 
do, you’ll do for the work”.  And your testimony will be one of honor, or the name of God is blasphemed. 
 
Our conduct, the integrity of who we are, and our righteousness before God is important.  That is why, 
first of all, you need to enjoy your righteousness before Almighty God.  It is not a matter of going out 
and performing for everybody else.  God knows fundamentalism today is full of all kinds of performance 
systems.  You almost have to look like a nut to measure up.  You have to have your hair cut a certain 
way, and your clothes a certain way, and this and the next thing.  I heard a guy say one time, “You have 
to look like you’ve been goosed by God in order to pass inspection.”  You have to witness and do this and 
that. 
 
And I am for all that.  I am for witnessing and studying but not because somebody else will see you.  
Just enjoy the righteousness that you have in Christ.  And if you can’t do it there, you can’t do it at all.  
And when it is genuine there, it makes no difference what others might say about you, or do to you, or 
do with you.  The issue is there, as far as the heavenly impact.  That is a wonderful position to be in.  
That is being an ambassador for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Well, that is the wrestling in Ephesians 6:12, and it is a spiritual combat that all of us have the privilege 
and the responsibility of being a part of.   

 

Ephesians 3:12 In whom we have boldness and access with confidence 
by the faith of him.  

 

God Almighty welcomes us right into His presence through Jesus Christ.  When you are in Christ, you 
have a ready access into the presence of God Almighty.   
 

That is a good one!  We have access into the presence of God the Father right this moment, with 
boldness and confidence.  Is that because we have said our prayers and confessed all our sins?  No.  It is 
because of Christ and because of his trustworthiness to be believed.  We can trust him and love him 
because he “first loved us” and has demonstrated his faithfulness at Calvary. 
 
Isn’t that wonderful?  That is acceptance.  You never have to fear God’s wrath.  You never have to fear 
God rejecting you.  You never have to fear God giving a cold shoulder to you.  You never have to fear 

God putting you out of the family or not talking to you as a loving accepting father.  You never have to 
fear not getting access to him in your prayers because we have our access in Christ.  We come in Him, 
therefore, we can come with confidence and boldness.   
 
Imagine you coming boldly, and I don’t mean impertinently.  That is not what he is talking about.  He is 
not talking about coming sarcastically.  You are never going to come in an impertinent, arrogant, kind of 
a way.  He is just talking about having confidence of being accepted and coming before the God of 
heaven and earth.  You would never come in an impertinent way, would you?  Would you ever walk up to 
the President of the United States and say, “Hi Ronnie, how you doing?”  You know better than that.   
 
Well, you know who God is, but you also know that he is a loving heavenly father; and you treat your 
father with respect because you love him.  But you have boldness to come – you are not afraid to come.  
You have confidence because of Christ. 
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Now, you need to find out all that God has done for you in Christ, and then let that live in you.  
Ephesians 1:7 lists some of things you have in Christ – “In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.”  He begins to focus on Christ from here on 
down through verse 12, but the first thing he focuses on is redemption and forgiveness of sins.   
 
You are familiar with the issue of redemption – Romans 3.  We have gone over those passages in great 
detail.  Romans 3:24-26 
 
My dear people, Paul said, “I want all men to see; I want men out there to see the fellowship of the 
mystery.  I want this thing to grasp them, so they can see it with their understanding.”  That is what he 
is talking about.  He says, “I want men to have this full assurance of understanding of what we share in 
common as members of the body of Christ.  And the reason I want men to see that is to the intent that 
now, the dispensation of grace, under the principalities and powers in heavenly places (Do you remember 
those people in chapter 1?) might be manifest by the body of Christ – the manifold wisdom of God.” 
 
Do you know what you do in the mystery of Christ, the body of Christ?  You are a living demonstration to 
the principalities and powers in heavenly places of what God Almighty is going to do in the ages to come, 
in the mystery of the Father’s will.   
 
How can God take heaven and earth and make them one?  Aren’t they pretty diverse, different entities?  
Aren’t they separated?  Didn’t God tell man that the earth is mans and the heavens are mine, and you 
can’t have them, so stay away?  That is what he said in Psalm 115.  
 
How can you take something so divided and put them under one head?  Well he says, “Watch!”  God 
divided Jew and Gentile didn’t he?  Didn’t he make an absolute division between them, and build a 
middle wall of partition, and strengthen it and fortify it and make it impregnable with his own law?  Well, 
then he comes along and breaks down the middle wall and makes equality.  He doesn't even call them 
Jews anymore.  He calls them all Gentiles and puts them in one body on an absolute equal basis and he 
says, “You see that?  That is a living demonstration of what I am going to do with the universe.”  Jew 
and Gentile in one body under the headship of the Lord Jesus Christ – the mystery of Christ, total 
oneness.  We are a living demonstration to them, now, of what God is going to do.  Do you think that 
makes them happy?  Read Ephesians 6:12 and you’ll see that it makes them angry. 
 
People, you need to realize this – in your ministry, you have an impact in the heavenly places as you walk 
worthy of the vocation by which you are called.  That is the reason in verse 14, he begins talking about 
your walk.  And chapters 4, 5, and 6 focus on the walk, on the local assembly especially, members of the 
body of Christ in particular reflecting this high calling.  Why?  As we reflect this high calling, there is an 
impact out there.  I can’t explain all of that to you.  But, I will show you some verses in the next lesson 
how they observe us and how the impact works.  And we will study that real carefully when we get in 
chapter 6.   
 
But you have to walk by faith in those areas.  But he says, “Hey, that’s my purpose.  I am involved in 
more than just getting the rent paid every month, just getting a couple of warm bodies in cold pews.  I 
am involved in the program of God, and it is according to his eternal purpose.  And we have boldness 
and access with confidence because of his faithfulness to do it”.  That is fantastic people!  
 
Brother, if you understand what God has done for you back in those verses, you can have confidence.  
Folks, you have a wonderful position.  And that passage right there is a fantastic truth to see. 
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Ephesians 3:13 Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations 
for you, which is your glory.  

Now he begins again in Ephesians 3:13,14, where he left off in verse 1.  “Wherefore I desire that ye faint 
not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory.  For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  Verse 1 says, “For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ”, and then he begins 
in verses 2-12.   
 
I tried to point that out to you before – it is sort of a digression.  He is coming down through chapter 2, 
and he hits chapter 3:1, and then he sort of diverts for a minute to describe the special nature and 
purpose of the dispensation of grace.  And you have that great passage there about the distinctiveness of 
Paul’s ministry, and his message, and the special things that God is doing in it.  And then he begins back 
in verse 14 – “For this cause.”  And that really takes you back to verse 1. 
 
Verse 13 says, “I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations (verse 1 – he is the prisoner and that is the 
tribulations) for you, which is your glory.”  That is what he says there in verses 1 and 2.  The idea of “I 
am the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles – Christ in you the hope of glory”.  Christ among the 
Gentiles is the glory.  So, verse 13 and 14 refer back to verse 1, and you are going to pick up the context 
of 2:19 through 3:1 again in verse 14.   
 
What was he talking about back in chapter 2?  Look back at Ephesians 2:19-22 

 

Prayer for Spiritual Strength 

Ephesians 3:14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,  

Ephesians 3:15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is 
named,  

Look at Ephesians 3:15 – “Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named.”  Did you know that 
God had a whole family?  Notice where they are – “in heaven and earth”.  You are a part of the family.  
You have been made one with the saints of all the ages.  You are a part of the whole family of God, 
which is in heaven and on earth.   
 
Now, that is not talking about people who died and went to heaven and people that are still living here 
on earth.  Every commentary that you read will tell you that, but that is not what it’s talking about at all.   
Don’t you remember Ephesians 1:9-10?  “Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according 
to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fulness of times 
he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; 
even in him.”  What is that talking about?  Isn’t that talking about that overall program of God to gather 
together under the headship of Jesus Christ everything in heaven and in earth?   
 
Colossians 1:16 talks about the positions of rank and authority in heaven and in earth.   
 
Eph 3:15 talks about “the whole family in heaven and earth”.   
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There are two branches of one family.  There are two branches of one kingdom.  That’s what he is 
talking about here.  You are the heavenly branch, and Israel is the earthly branch.  There is just one 
kingdom, and there is just one family; and you and I have been made a part of that one kingdom and a 
part of that one family.  We are not the earthly family, and we are not in the earthly kingdom; but we are 
in the heavenly kingdom.  We are the “heavenly branch” of the family. 
 
Now, where does a family live?  They live in a household, right?  That is 2:19, the connection again.  
Verse 15 says, “the whole family in heaven and earth.”  What is that?  That is Ephesians 1:10.  That is 
both programs together.   
 
Ephesians 3:13-15 – “Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory.  
For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named.”  That’s the whole family, the whole shebang, and the whole thing in heaven 
and earth.  It goes back to Genesis 1, and you want to remember how to connect Genesis 1, Ephesians 
1, and Colossians 1 all together.   
 
Now, you are at a point where you should be able to understand that.  Paul would assume that you 
understand, when he says that you know exactly what he is talking about – the purpose in the heavens 
and the purpose in the earth to gather all those things and make them all center together in the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  It is the great reconciliation program where he reconciles all those positions, and all that 
authority, back under the headship of the Lord Jesus Christ.  And he does it to a family – the family of 
God.  
 
We sing that song I’m so glad to be a part of the family of God.  That is a wonderful little chorus, and it 
is a great thing to be a part of God’s family.  You and I are made members of the family, part of the 
household.  The whole family in heaven and earth is named by God the Father. 

 

Ephesians 3:16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his 
glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;  

Your strength must be in the spiritual man.  Knowing your position will give you an effective and stable 
walk.  Your responsibility and my responsibility in the ministry is to be fully equipped to teach and 
establish the new members of the body of Christ.  “Like as Christ was raised up from the dead . . . even 
so we also should walk in newness of life.”  We have a new life.  We should walk in it, and like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead, let us be “transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 
 
Paul is praying for the Ephesians: “That he [God] would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to 
be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man.”  Well where does strength and might come 
from for the believer?  Where will this power and might come from?  Doesn’t the verse say you are 
“strengthened with might [How?] by his Spirit in the inner man.”  All power and all might (any strength 
and empowerment you are going to get today from God) comes from God the Holy Spirit.   
 
And by the way gentlemen, in 2 Thessalonians 1:11 Paul says we might do “the work of faith with 
power.”  I love that!  That is the way the work of the ministry is to be done.  Your ambassadorship is to 
be done with spiritual power. 
 
The average believer and the average preacher today, that you will meet in your ministry (the average 
Christian you are going to meet in your ministry) does not have enough spiritual power to blow the wax 
out of his ears.  And it should not be that way.  If that is the issue, then you need to know how God 
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empowers people today.  You have to follow these things because this is critical with regard to the 
empowerment that you have in this age.  Turn to Colossians 1:9-11: 
 
Do you see the “purpose” clauses there?  Verse 16 – “That he would grant you.”   
 
Now, notice the four petitions.  First there is the request for inner strength (verse 16).  Then there is the 
request for the indwelling Christ (verse 17).  Then there is the request for the incomparable knowledge 
(verse 17,18).  Then there is the request for the infinite fulness (verse 19).   
 
Ephesians 3:16 – “That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened (that 
means to made strong) with might.”  That word “might” is the word “dunamis” (power).  It is our word 
“dynamite”.  Dynamite is powerful because it blows up.  “Strengthened with might” means that you 
might just explode all over the place.  It is power - bang!  Now there is influence.  Do you reckon 
dynamite influences something?  
 
The verse says “to be strengthened with might by his Spirit.”  You know, all spiritual power comes from 
the Holy Spirit.  It has to come from the Holy Spirit.  That is real spiritual power.  Now, all power does 
not come from the Holy Spirit.  It can be physical, human power, and all kinds of other things – 
sociological, political, or economic.  But, Spirit power has to come from the Holy Spirit, and all other 
sources of power are spurious.   
 
Continuing in verse 16 – “strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man.”  Do you know where 
God’s power is going to be manifest?  It will be manifest in the inner man.  Turn to Colossians 1:9-11. 
 
And the “strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man” is produced on the basis of the doctrine 
coming in.  He is saying, “I want you to take all this doctrine that I just taught you (chapters 1-3) and all 
this stuff that you learned and have been enlightened about, and come to understand; and I want you to 
be strengthened (made strong) by it in the inner man.  I don’t want you tossed to and fro.  I don’t want 
circumstances to overwhelm you and destroy you.  I want you to be strong and have strength and have 
the ability to cope with the details of life.”   
 
Why?  It is because God’s Spirit is strengthening you, where?  Is he coming along and moving 
circumstances out of the way, putting thoughts in the President’s head so you don’t have problems in 
life?  No, it is in the inner man.  God’s word works in the inner man and builds up spiritual character, and 
builds up spiritual perception.  And then rather than wondering Well, I prayed this time and God did that 
and I prayed next time and God did that.  So what I should have done this time is prayed a little harder, 
and he would have done it like he did over there.  You are basing everything that you do on the basis of 
your intensity. 
 
Have you noticed how that works?  When you look at things any other way, how do you get things?  It is 
your intensity, right?  I am walking right and all of the sudden the blessings are falling.  And I am praying 
intensely in faith and the blessings are falling.   
 
No, that is not what God is doing today.  God doesn't bless you on the basis of your intensity.  Your 
blessings are in Christ, and the appreciation that you have of those blessings, and the strength and the 
fortitude that you get from them, and the ability that you have to act like the child and the son of God he 
has made you to be is in direct proportion to how much of that book you take in.  It is in direct 
proportion to how much of that book you store up in your soul and how soundly and correctly you build 
that edifice of doctrine in there.  It has to do with how much godly edification you have, through sound 
doctrine, that the Spirit of God can take and immobilize you with.  And then just blow you all over the 
place with. 
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So, number one, is that you may have that inner strength.  And by the way, he says that it is “according 
to the riches of his glory”.  It is according to his ability, not according to what we need or want.  
Philippians 4:19. 
 
Verse 16 – “That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might 
by his Spirit in the inner man.”  Your strength has to do with an ”inner man” strength.  You are made 
strong by his might (his power), by his Spirit.  That is the source of all power today. 
 
You are made strong in the inner man by doctrine.  The doctrine is resident in the inner man, and the 
Spirit of God energizes it, as you have positive volition towards it.  And that doctrine in the inner man 
makes you strong.  It is the thing that the Spirit of God uses to strengthen and empower the believer.  
The power works indirectly today.  The Holy Spirit takes the word, the doctrine that is resident in you, 
and that doctrine is what empowers the believer to service.  The means of salvation today (the way we 
get saved today) is grace, but the basis of the Christian life is also by grace.   
 
God doesn't save you by grace and then put you under the law in order to serve him.  God saves you by 
grace, and he puts you under the principle and the program of grace to serve him.  And grace is a 
system that can only be obeyed by the heart, from the heart, and it is an inner-man doctrine.  The way 
God works today is from inside the believer, the doctrine inside of you.  He is not working in outward 
circumstances; he isn’t working over here in this circumstance and that circumstance and the other 
circumstance.  God operates on the principle of grace in the believer’s life today. He deals with the world 
on the principle of grace, and he works from the inner man.  And it is critical that you understand that. 
 
We all carry this outer man, the old man, and the old man loves to perform.  The old man loves the law.  
The old man loves to have a performance system.  We studied the book of Galatians, and we talked 
about the fact that Paul said, “Oh foolish Galatians.”  He was saying, “You slow thinkers, you quit 
thinking about what is going on”.  And I tried to warn you that in your ministry, gentlemen, you are 
constantly going to be facing this battle with believers going back under the performance systems and 
moving away from grace.  You do it yourself! 
 
Someone said to me, “Well, you think I’m a legalist.”  Well, I think I’m a legalist.  I think all of us are 
legalists.  As long as we have that old nature, we’re all constantly fighting that battle with the old man 
who wants to perform.  And we are always trying to root out, in areas of our lives, these things that are 
our strength and not God’s strength.  They are not the power of the Spirit of God, and not based on the 
inner man working, but the old man kind of activities.   
 
God’s blessings today are ours, but we want to take God’s love and try to measure it by circumstances.  
We want to take God’s love and try to tie it to circumstantial things, and we want to say, “So and so 
happened to me, so see how much he loves me.”  Or we want to say, “So and so happened to me, so 
see how much he doesn't love me.”  Do you understand what I am saying to you?  That is exactly what 
we do.  He is answering my prayers.  I am having blessings.  I’m healthy and I’m getting money, and I’ve 
got reputation and everything is going smooth.  Look how wonderfully God is answering my prayers. 
 
Well, what you are saying is, “Look how much God loves me!  What wonderful things he has given me, 
because he loves me so much.”  And you tie that to the measure and to the standard of God.  Listen, the 
measure of God’s love is not circumstances.  It is Calvary, and don’t you ever forget that!  The measure 
of God’s love for you is only one thing and that is the cross.  Did Paul say, “He loved me and answered 
my prayers; he loved me and gave me health”?  No, he said, “He loved me and gave himself for me.” 
   
Romans 5:8 – “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.”   
 
Ephesians 5:25 – “Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it.” 
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There are five times when Paul says, “He gave himself for us.”  That is the measure of God’s love.  If you 
want to know how much God loves you, you look to Calvary.  You don’t look around at circumstances, 
and you don’t try to measure it.  God’s love for you is infinite, and it is unconditional.  So, you do not 
measure God’s blessings and God’s love on the basis of circumstances.   
 
There are people that experience sickness, heartaches, broken relationships, broken romances, death, 
financial reversal, loss of possessions, and all kinds of things, and they take those circumstances and they 
key everything to that.  Listen, you can have the opposite of all of that.  I’m talking about something that 
is independent of circumstances.  Grace is completely independent of all of that, and it is all connected 
with the cross. 
 
So, he says, “to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man.”  The strength of the believer 
today is not looking around at circumstances.  Please notice that!  If the doctrine that we have today is 
going to take root in your life, and produce fruit, it will only be as the strength comes out of the inner 
man and works it’s way out.   
 
Turn to Philippians 2, and look at a passage that you need to be familiar with in this context.  Philippians 
2:12-13 
 
Ephesians 3:16 says – “to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man.”  He does that with 
the word of God.  Those verses are important for you to know and to think about. 
 
Let me give you an illustration of the sword.  Turn to Job 40:19.  Here is one of those verses that makes 
good preaching.  I’ll give you two other verses that make good preaching: Jeremiah 48:10 and the 
illustration in 2 Samuel 23:9-11. 

 

Ephesians 3:17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, 
being rooted and grounded in love,  

Verse 17 – “That Christ may dwell.” 
 
Ephesians 3:17 – “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith.”  That is the indwelling Christ and that is 
more than just having the Holy Spirit there (that’s verse 16, the Holy Spirit indwelling).  The Holy Spirit is 
the Spirit of Christ and as such, Christ is indwelling us by his Spirit, but there is more than that here.  He 
says “may dwell” in your hearts by faith.   
 
Do you know the difference between living in a house and dwelling in a house?  You can live in a house 
and be a guest, can’t you?  If you are a guest in the house, do you run the house?  Do you determine 
where the thermostat is set, and what time breakfast is served, and who can live there, and what goes 
on there, and what channel you watch on the TV?  If you are a guest in the house, you don’t determine 
those things.  If you want to change things, you have to ask permission.  At least if you are a polite 
guest, you ask permission.  But if you settle down and are at home, that is dwelling in the house. 
 
A lady from Oregon wrote me today and informed me that she found a new place to live.  She has been 
living with people – living in a house, but not dwelling in it.  Now, she has a home of her own and she 
said, “I’m getting settled in.”  And she said, “I just put the pictures on the walls”.  Well, that is settling in, 
that is “dwell”.  I am going to be here awhile.  I’m here – settle down and feel at home.  That is the idea.   
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And that is the idea in Ephesians 3:17 with Christ dwelling in your hearts by faith.  The idea is that he 
comes and he settles down, feels at home, takes control, becomes the master of the house.  But the 
point is that in the prayer, the doctrine, the truth, the things that you have been understanding, he says, 
“Hey, I want these things to get in you and begin to be manifest in you and in the assembly.” 
 
Now, the second petition, verse 17 – “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith.”  That means that he 
can settle down and feel at home in your hearts by faith.  Turn to Galatians 4:19. 
 
Ephesians 3:17 says, “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith.”  Where does faith come from?  It 
comes from the word of God.  How is he going to settle down and feel at home in you?  Galatians 4:19 
says, “Christ be formed in you”.  Does that remind you of the edification system?  Please understand that 
is the issue.  Isn’t a dwelling a house, and an edifice, a place to live and dwell, and be at home?  Do you 
see the connections there?  Colossians 3:16 
 
Now, verse 17 – “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith.”  And here is the third petition – “that ye, 
being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge.”   
 
Do you understand the idea of being rooted and grounded in love?  You need to have roots, and roots go 
down deep, and they do several things.  Number one, they give nourishment to the tree.  They go down 
deeply into the ground.  (By the way, you need to write down Psalm 1 and see the issue of being 
rooted.)  They go deep down into the earth, and they draw the nourishment and the sustenance out of 
the earth.   
 
But, roots do something else.  Do you know why the wind doesn't blow a tree down?  It is because the 
roots anchor the tree and give it stability.  Some trees have great big taproots that go down in the 
ground and give it great stability.  Some trees do not have very deep roots, and they are easy to blow 
over.  Roots give nourishment and sustenance and stability.  Roots identify a living union.  Roots are 
alive; there is life. 
 
They say you should not mix your metaphors.  Well, one of them is talking about a tree and one is 
talking about a building.  The grounding is what gives stability.  So, there is a living, stable, relationship, 
and you are connected with love.  Let me say to you again, “God’s love for you is not measurable by 
circumstantial evidence.”  If you want a measure of God’s love, you look at Calvary.  You look at what 
God says his demonstration of his love is for you.   
 
Ephesians 3:17 – “that ye, being rooted and grounded in love.”  How did you get rooted and grounded in 
love?  Didn’t you get rooted and grounded in love by having Christ dwell in your hearts by faith?  He is 
assuming that when he says, “being rooted and grounded in love”.  That is not something that you are 
going to get, that is something that you already have.  That is the environment that you are living in.  
You have that already.  Do you see that?  You are solidly established in his love for you – the value and 
esteem that he has for you.  How did you get that?  Well, you were strengthened with might by his Spirit 
in the inner man.  Paul prayed for that.  Then he prayed that Christ would dwell in your heart, (that he 
would settle down), and you would get a grasp of his value and esteem for you.   

 

Ephesians 3:18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height;  

There are four “purpose” clauses involved in the prayer.  He prays for these people.  Now, in the first 
prayer, in chapter 1, he prays that the eyes of their understanding might be enlightened, that they may 
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know the power of God that was theirs in Christ.  He prays that they might know the resources that were 
theirs in Christ – know it, (enlightenment), understand it. 
 
Now he prays for empowerment – that they might experience these things that they know and that they 
might begin to use the power and the resources that they have in Christ, that these things might take 
root in their life.  In chapter 1 he says, “I want you to know who you are.”  And in chapter 3 he says, 
“Now I am praying that you might act like who you are.” 
 
He is praying that all these wonderful truths that he has been telling them about would be “turned on in 
you”.  And the “you” here is the Ephesian saints.  It is the church at Ephesus.  It is the individual, but it is 
not just the individual.  It is the corporate group; it is the body of Christ that is the temple and the 
habitation of God through the Spirit.  
 
Is the whole body of Christ at Ephesus?  No, but a group of them, a physical manifestation of the body is, 
and he is talking about that too.  Don’t overlook the issue here – it is not just the individual.  It is the 
individual, but it is the individual spoken of in his association with the body of Christ. 
 
People, you do not demonstrate the temple of God in its fullness if you are just one little stone laying out 
over yonder on the beach, or on the street.  The members of the body of Christ are made and designed 
to work together, and they cannot properly reflect who they are unless they are put together with other 
members of the body properly.  It is imperative! 
 
There are two extremes.  One extreme ignores the local church and just talks about the individual.  The 
other extreme says there is nothing but the local church.  Neither extreme is scriptural.  1 Corinthians 
3:17 – the temple of God is the local church.  1 Corinthians 6:19 – your body, individually, is the temple 
of God.  Both things are there, and one is true, so the other can be true.  If we are the temple 
“collectively” then we must be “individually”.  And in order to reflect all that God is doing, you take that 
one stone and you sit him out, and you don’t know what he fits.  But if you put him together with other 
members all properly fitted together, what happens?  The design becomes evident.   
 
Now, he is praying that all these things (that this positional reality as a body, as a building, a shrine 
where God is manifest) would be a reality in your lives.  He is praying that the building, in the practical 
sense, would be an accurate reflection of the building in its positional sense, not that the local assembly 
of believers would be a tattered little hovel, but that it would be a group of people who reflect accurately 
the building that God is building. 
 
Can you understand why I keep talking about this building, this edifice of doctrine in your soul?  I talk 
about it because it’s in you, and it reflects the big building.  But once you begin to get together, what 
happens?  Everybody got the building in them, and what happens?  Then you have an assembly of 
people that reflect the building, that reflects the big one.  All those building terms are used on purpose 
for that. 
 
Now, you being rooted and grounded in love, he prays that you “may be able to comprehend with all 
saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height.”  Of what?  Do you see a modifier there to 
tell you what the length, and depth, and breadth, and height is of?  If you read the commentaries they 
will say that it is the breadth, and the length, and depth, and height of the love of Christ.  But do you see 
how that could work?  Why would there be a semicolon after verse 18 and verse 19 says, “And to know 
the love of Christ.”  Why wouldn’t he say that you may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the 
breadth, length, depth, and height and thus know the love of Christ, or of the love of Christ, or 
something like that?   
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Ephesians 3:19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.  

Ephesians 3:19 is something else entirely.  He doesn't tell you what he is talking about there when he 
says the breadth, length, depth, and height.  You say, “Well, that is screwy.  What in the world is going 
on?”   
 
Evidently he expected you to know what he is talking about.  And it is sort of a statement where he goes 
along and he says, “that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all 
saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height of all of this”.  And he sort of just stops.   
 
“To comprehend,” means “to lay hold of it, to grasp it”.  Well, the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height are building measurements, aren’t they?  There are four measurements, but most things that are 
solids are made out of three measurements.  But that is a four-fold measurement – the breadth, the 
length, the height, and the depth.  Of what?  Well, have you been talking about a building lately?  Aren’t 
we in the context of talking about a temple – chapter 2:22?  Aren’t we talking about a holy temple?  Well, 
that is true enough.  And what lives in the holy temple?  What lives in the house, habitation of God, 
through the Spirit?  God lives in the house.  
 
Ephesians 2:19-21 – “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth 
unto an holy temple in the Lord.”  He is talking about the church.  He is talking about the church, the 
body of Christ.   
 
Look at Ephesians 3:15 – “Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named.” 
 
Ephesians 3:10 – “To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be 
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God.” 
 
Ephesians 1:20-21 – “Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his 
own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come.” 
 
Ephesians 1:10 – “That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him.” 
 
Ephesians 1:3 – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.”   
 
Folks, the breadth, depth, length, and height are talking about filling up the whole universe with the 
fulness of him.  And you are trying to figure out what the measurements are measurements of?  Isn’t it 
pretty obvious what they are measurements of?  He is talking about the universe, people.  He is talking 
about you understanding the breadth, and the length, and the depth, and the height of this household 
God is building – how big this thing is.   
 
You see, Paul wants you to comprehend the vastness of what God is doing today.  And he uses 
measurements of a building to describe measurements that reach out and describe God filling up and 
taking over the universe.  He is not talking about you knowing how many kilometers it is out yonder to 
Jupiter or something.  But, he is talking about the spiritual issue of being able to comprehend the 
vastness of what God is doing in the age in which we live.  When you comprehend the vastness of what 
God is doing today, then you are going to know the life of Christ.   
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Ephesians 2:4 – “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us.”  Gentlemen, 
the only way you are fully going to know the love of Christ, fully comprehend the value and esteem that 
he has for you, is to comprehend the mystery that is revealed to you through Paul; because only then are 
you going to know fully how God’s love extends out.   
 
For example, the breadth of it, how broad is it?  Ephesians 2:11-13 takes in Jew and Gentile doesn't it?  
How long is it?  Ephesians 1:4 and 3:11 – it’s the eternal purpose.  How deep is it?  Look at Ephesians 
2:1-3, and see what depths you came from.  How high is it?  Didn’t he mention there something about 
the heavenly places?   
 
When you begin to comprehend the vastness of what God is doing today, where are you going to learn 
that?  How are you going to know the love of Christ?  How are you going to comprehend it and 
understand it and see it?  You will understand it and comprehend it when you see the mystery.  That is 
the whole context of what he is talking about here – through Paul. 
 
By the way, that expression “the love of Christ” occurs three times in your bible.  You’d think it would 
occur one hundred times, but it occurs just three times.  Romans 8:35 where he talks about the issue of 
eternal security – you are permanently secure in his love.  It is infinite and it is unending.  Then in 
Ephesians 3:19 he talks about knowing the love of Christ and you know it, you comprehend it, through 
the ministry given to you through Paul.  And then 2 Corinthians 5:14 says, “For the love of Christ 
constraineth us.”  And that is the motive for service.  The first passage, Romans 8, deals with salvation.  
The second passage deals with indoctrination, and the third passage deals with motivation for service.  
They are fantastic things!   
 
Go back and see what happens as a result.  Ephesians 3:19 – “And to know the love of Christ, which 
passeth knowledge.”  It is something so far greater than understanding and knowledge.  It is something 
that is sort of incomprehensible.   
 
I sat and watched TV today about when the shuttle blew up and killed the astronauts on January 28th, 
1986, and people were standing around just sort of stunned when they heard that.  It is a little difficult to 
take it in.  You want to reach up and pull it back and say, “It ought not be!”  And yet it is not that 
incomprehensible is it?  You can really understand it, can’t you?  When you get to thinking about it, you 
can’t quite understand how they’ve gone this far without anybody getting killed before.  I was down 
there and looked at that place and I said, “That went to the moon from here?  Forget it, that couldn’t get 
back to Chicago.”  But, when you think about it long enough, you can comprehend. 
 
But, this thing here is incomprehensible.  It is too big to get it all in.  But, Paul says, “I want you to 
comprehend this.”  Now, how can you comprehend something that is too big to comprehend?  Well, that 
is like taking a thimble and trying to bail out the ocean.  You will never get it done, but you can have fun 
trying.   
 
Ephesians 3:19 – “And to know the love of Christ.”  Again, that is unconditional, infinite love.  He loves 
you infinitely and unconditionally based on Calvary.  Isn’t that amazing?  Well, you know the love of 
Christ, and that is what the program today does for you.  That is what grace does for you.  It makes his 
love everything!  It will motivate you.  It gives you security, and you know it through the doctrine given 
to you through Paul.  And it should make you secure to understand that God measures his love to you on 
the basis of the cross. 
 
Ephesians 3:19 – “And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with 
all the fulness of God.”  Ephesians 2:22 
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But, back to Ephesians 3:19 – “filled with all the fulness of God.”  That is the triune God – God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit filling the believer.  It is that three-fold fulness, that inward 
strength of the Holy Spirit, and the experiencing of the indwelling Christ, and God the Father himself, 
dwelling in you.  2 Corinthians 6:16-18 
 
Now, Paul is praying for them that they get those four things.  He is praying that: 
 
1. They would be strengthened by his Spirit in the inner man.  They would have that real, genuine inner 
strength that comes from the doctrine resident in their soul – the Holy Spirit energizing them and 
strengthening them and empowering them from within. 
2. Christ would dwell in their hearts.  The person of the Lord Jesus Christ would fill them up, and that his 
actions and his attitudes and his view point would be the thing that would dominated them – his life and 
character comes out. 
3. They would comprehend and understand this great love.   
4. They would see the vastness of this love and understand the program they are in, and how it works, 
and how it operates, and that it would dominate and control them.   
 
And when that happens, they are filled with the fulness of God.  He is talking about taking all of these 
doctrinal things and you seeing the reality of these things in your life – the things taking root now. 
 
A man gets saved, and trusts Jesus Christ as his Saviour.  The bible says that God Almighty predestinates 
you, as a believer, unto the adoption of sons.  The adoption takes place at the rapture when Jesus Christ 
comes back and catches the body of Christ up, and we are given our glorified bodies, and we are sent 
out there into the heavenly places to serve him.  And this is the day of redemption when we get our 
glorified bodies.  The adoption is said to be “the redemption of the body” (Romans 8:23).  When do you 
receive the adoption?  Well, you get it right there.  You get your glorified body and you are declared and 
placed in a position of full-grown sonship right then.   
 
But, right now, you are not there.  Because of the purpose of God in forming the church, the body of 
Christ, he leaves you down here for his purposes in ministry, and so forth, until that time over there.  
Therefore, he puts his Spirit in you, and the Spirit of God is called “the Spirit of adoption whereby we cry 
(right now) Abba Father”.  “Abba Father” is a term that the adopted son cries.   
 
Have we received the adoption yet?  No, we are predestinated.  We are going to be physically and 
literally placed in the position of sonship status up there.  But, we don’t have it yet, so he gives us his 
Spirit, and the Spirit of God in us is the Spirit of adoption.  What does that mean?  That means that he, 
right now, gives us the capacity and the capability of living as though we were already over there, of 
making that position real in our life right now.  He says that he has seated us together in heavenly places 
in Christ.  Are you out there yet?  No, but you are as good as there with the door shut, aren’t you?   
 
The Holy Spirit takes that position that you have and makes it real in your life.  God who counts the 
things that are not yet, as though they already are, says in Romans 8 that you have already been 
glorified.  And yet, you sit there and you haven’t been glorified yet, but in God’s mind it is an 
accomplished fact.  He gives us his Spirit (the Spirit of adoption) so that we, right now, can cry Abba 
Father. Through the Spirit of God’s ministry in our life, right now, we can have all of the privileges out 
there operating here.  All of the power and the privilege that we have out there, we have it now.   
 
You do not have the physical body privileges, but I am talking about these things exercised in our life 
now.  As we are strengthened by his Spirit in the inner man, as Christ’s life, that sonship life, settles 
down and is at home, as we comprehend what we are a part of, that fills us.  And we live now as though 
we were out there. 
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In Ephesians 1, he says, “Understand this wonderful position that you have.”  In chapter 3 he says, “Hey, 
let’s put this stuff to work in your life, down here, right now.”  Do you see the difference?  They are 
different, but they are not different. 
 

 

Ephesians 3:20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in 
us,  

Now, we are fixing to move, in the rest of Ephesians, from the wonderful program out there, to here and 
how it operates in the nitty gritty, nasty, now and now.  And he said, “Hey, I want you to comprehend 
that because I want you to live now, walk worthy now, of that position that you have up there. 
 
Before he says that, notice the doxology.  Once you realize the reality of what God is doing today and all 

of this infinite fulness, it leads to the reality of verses 20 and 21.  “Now unto him (this is just a doxology, 
a song of praise) that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world 
without end. Amen.”  Now what more could you say? 
 
I look at that verse and I think Now, what can I say about that verse?  It just befuddles me what to say 
about it.  “Now unto him that is able.”  You need somebody that is able.  The three children in Daniel 

said, “Our God is able to deliver us.”  God is able “to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
think.”  That is wonderful, isn’t it?  God is going to do better than what you ask him to do.   
 
But, do you know what you do?  You keep asking for the wrong things, don’t you?  Doesn't that verse 
help you?  You see, that is the measure of your prayer life.  Romans 8:26  
 
Ephesians 3:20 – “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen.”  This is the concluding doxology to the first section of the book of 
Ephesians.   
 
In verses 14-19, Paul prayed that the Ephesians saints might grasp the immensity and the greatness, and 
not just a mental grasp of it, and understanding of it, and enlightenment of it, like he prayed for them in 
chapter 1.  But now he is praying that they might grasp the empowerment side of it, the working side of 

it that it might not just be doctrine that resides in their understanding, but that it might be the power 
that works in them.   
 
Look at that expression “the power that works in us”.  You remember, in chapter 1, he talks about 
wanting you to know the exceeding greatness of his power, which he wrought in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead.  That is that power that we have – God has shared his power with us.  But it says, 
“according to the power that works in us.   

 
You can have a battery, and the battery has power in it, but it is not doing anything, it is just sitting 
there.  It is potential energy.  Do you know the difference between potential energy and kinetic energy?  
Potential energy is energy that is stored and able to be used, but kinetic energy is energy that is in use; it 
is being used, it is working and going.   
 
Well, those terms, in physics, are important, but it is the same way in spiritual reality too.  There is 
energy that is available to us, but here, he is talking about wanting this power, not just to be something 
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you know is available, but something that you have working.  He wants it in use, (operative in your life), 
operating, being used, and functioning in your life.  He doesn't want the power that you have, and all 
these resources that you have, to be dormant.  He is praying that they would be the infusion of power in 
the life of the believer, his working in us by his Spirit in the inner man – Christ indwelling us, (our 
comprehension, our understanding of the greatness of his eternal purpose), resulting in the fullness of 
the triune God dwelling and working in us.   
 
Ephesians 3:20 – “Now unto him (unto God, just a song of praise, a doxology) that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto him 
be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.”  Notice, that is a 
stirring doxology to a great and mighty God who has power to work, and to do things, and to accomplish 
things. 
 
Verse 20 says, “Now unto him that is able.”  We sing a song He is able.  That song is based on Daniel 
3:17 – he is able to deliver thee.  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego tell Nebuchadnezzar, “Our God is 
able to deliver us from the fiery furnace, and if he won’t do it, if he doesn't care or want to do it, that is 
all right, we are not going to question him.”   
 
Jude 1:24 says, “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling.” 
 
Hebrews 7:25 says, “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him”. 
 
It is a wonderful study to look up verses in your bible that talk about God ”being able”.  It is a fantastic 
thing to see all the things God is able to do.    
 
Don’t ever get the idea God doesn't work, and God doesn't do things.  When we started studying 
Romans, we saw Paul say, “I’m not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it works.  I’m confident in it 
because I know this thing works.”  Well, that is what he is saying in Ephesians 3:20 - “Now unto him (to 
God).”  He works, he does, he accomplishes things.   
 
The measure of it is that he is able to do “exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.”  That is 
quite a measure – he is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.  Do you see how 
he multiplies the superlatives there?  He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that worketh in us. 
 
Now, it is important that you notice this passage, because there is a great deal of misunderstanding in 
the lives of people, because they take this passage out of context.  Paul is not saying that God is able to 
do for you more than you ask him to do, or more than you even think about asking him to do, when you 
pray.  That is not what he is saying in this verse.   
 
When he says that he is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, he is referring to 
what he just asked for them in verses 14-19.  He is not just saying that anything you kneel down and 
pray and ask God for, he’ll do that and more than that, and that he will do more than you will even think 
to ask.  He is not saying that, but he is referring to what he just asked and talked to them about in 
verses 14-19.  So, he is not just talking about God doing more than what you are praying for, but he is 
talking about the prayers in the previous verses, not just any prayers.  
 
God will take these things and Paul says, “He is able to do all that I am asking him to do here for you.  
He is able to energize this doctrine in you in this way, and he is able to do more than that.  He is able, 
not just to do this, but to do more than that according to this working of his mighty power in you.”   
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What you ask or think is human viewpoint.  He is not saying that God is able to do more than what you 
pray.  God’s working is far beyond all of the wisdom, and the human viewpoint, and the human 
expectations, and the human standards that men have. 
 
Let me give you a good verse on that.  Turn back to Isaiah 55:8-11. 
 
Now, in Israel’s case, there is a purpose.  In the church, the body of Christ, there is a purpose.  Under 
the law program, there was a purpose.  Under grace there is a purpose and a program, and it is true of 
the word of God regardless.  So, Paul is saying here that God is able to do “exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think”.  He is saying that God is able to do far more than human viewpoint could 
imagine, but he is talking about the superlative of what God is going to do and what he has the power to 
do. 
 
Now, the measure of it is “according to the power that worketh in us.”  Again, go back to Ephesians 
1:19-20. 
 
Where is it working?  Do you see the last two words in Ephesians 3:20?  Where does the power of God 
work today?  It does not work out there in circumstances, not out there in situations, but it works in us!  
The vehicle whereby God works today is the church, the body of Christ.  And if his will, and his program, 
is executed on the planet that we live on, it will be through the instrumentality of the church, the body of 
Christ, and its influence and its ministry.  Ephesians 3:16 
 
People that are determined to live godly in Christ Jesus, people that make up their mind to do it, get it 
from where?  Where does that come from in you?  You do not generate that, do you?  You know better 
than that.  Well, then how is it generated?  It is generated by watching Saturday Night Live, and Johnny 
Carson, and John Wayne and Clint Eastwood movies, and reading Li’L Abner and Life Magazine, right?  Is 
that how you generate a will to serve God?  What do those things do?  They tear it down, don’t they?  
What generates the desire and the determination to serve God in your life?  Taking in the word, taking in 
the doctrine is what does it.   
 
Well, he works in the inner man and that is where God works ‘to will and to do his good pleasure”.  That 
is how it is accomplished. 
 
Notice how that works.  Why is it that God shares his power with us in Ephesians 3:20?  Why is it that 
God is able to share this wonderful power with us and allow it to work in us?  Verse 21 says, “Unto him 
be glory in the church.”  Do you know why he does it?  He does it to get glory for himself in the church.   

 

Ephesians 3:21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.  

“  . . . Glory in the church by Christ Jesus.”  Incidentally, I have really come to appreciate the Time Past 
aspect of that.  In Time Past, our individual salvation: (in Chapter 2, Verse 2, that’s our past conduct); in 
Chapter 3, Verse 10, that’s our present ministry.  
 
That is what God is able to do, folks, exceedingly abundantly above all we ask or think.   Does that mean 
you don't ask or think?   You know better than that.  But what it means is that you know that you can go 
ask Him, and if it isn't the right thing, you will get the right thing.   What am I talking about?   Look over 
at Ephesians 6:10-17.   Do you see the armor of God?   How do you wear that armor?  Verse 18.  
Ephesians 6:18-19  
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Ephesians 3:21 – “Unto him (unto this one who has done all that) be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.”  How is glory going to be manifest in the church?  It 
says, “to him be glory in the church throughout all ages, world without end.”  Look back in Ephesians 
1:21 
 
Continuing in verse 21 – “by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.”  Folks, what 
you do, in his power today, will glorify Christ throughout all ages world without end.   
 
Now that is interesting to me.  When he says, “throughout all ages world without end” the Greek word is 
“aion”, and that word is translated “ages”.  Sometimes it is translated “world” in your bible, and when it is 
translated “world”, it is translated like the “world tomorrow” or the “world yesterday” – talking about an 
age.  We use the word “world” that way, so it is a legitimate use of it.  But that word “aion” (when he 
says, “throughout all ages world without end”) is talking about “throughout the ages of the ages”.   
 
And there are people that say, “Well, when he talks about the “ages of the ages”, sooner or later no 
matter how many you put up there, they are going to have to come to an end.  And that is where you 
get the idea of universal reconciliation, and that kind of thing – that the ages go on but they only go on 
for a finite length of time.  But, you notice what that says, “throughout all ages world without end.”  The 
ages don’t end. 
 
Turn to Luke 1:33 and let me show you a verse that will define that word “ages”.  If somebody pulls that 
word on you, here is a verse you want to go to.  Somebody might say the word “aion” doesn't mean 
eternity, and it doesn't mean forever.  You know how people say they don’t have any concept of eternity 
and all that kind of business.  You will find people going back into the Greek language, and into the 
Greek mindset and culture, and so forth, with philosophical outlooks.  When you find people going back 
and using those literary techniques to deny your bible and deny truth in the word of God, you need to 
understand what those people are doing.  People do those things a lot of times when they have axes to 
grind and points to make.  And there is always a nut that will fit on every bolt.  Look at Luke 1:33 
 
Ephesians 3:21 – “Unto him (unto God the Father) be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end.  Amen.”  Folks, the greatest ministry that the church is going to have is yet 
ahead; it is yet future.  Have you ever wondered how God gets any glory out of your ministry right now?  
Look at 1 Corinthians 10:31 
 
Ephesians 3:21 – “Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without 
end.”  
 
Listen, the Lord Jesus Christ is going to get glory throughout all the ages to come through the church 
because of his wonderful power that is working in us now.  What we do, by his power today, is going to 
bring glory to him throughout all the ages.  Your greatest ministry isn’t now, it is out there; and God has 
fixed it, and assured it, and worked it that way. 
 
“Unto him be glory in the church.”  What is the church?  It is the body of Christ, isn’t it?  And a local 
church is representative of the whole body, so as the power works in us individuals and then in the local 
church, it is representative of that whole thing out there.  You want to remember that.  You want to 
remember that God works through the body of Christ indirectly in the world today.  The Spirit of God 
takes the word and works in the life of the believer, (works through the assembly), and the believers 
collectively band together and the influence permeates out.   
 
Now, how is this power that is working in us displayed?  Well, it is displayed in the church, but how is it 
displayed in the church?  How do you recognize the display of the power of God today?   
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I have been sick for two weeks, and I have watched enough TV preachers in two weeks to do me for the 
next ten years.  I don’t care if I ever see another one those guys on that squawk box.  How is God’s 
power manifest?  It is manifest by sensational supernatural miracles, right?  That is the question.  And if 
you say, “No that isn’t how God’s power is manifested today”, people look at you and say, “Okay, how is 
it manifested today then?”  One of the real shortcomings that so often is in evidence among grace people 
is that we will understand and say that God is not performing miracles today as he once did, that the 
healing programs are not in operation today, people are not walking on water today, demons are not 
being cast out, and the dead are not being raised, and storms are not being sent back into the horizons.  
Those things are not happening today, and God is not manifesting his power in that way today.  But 
when you say that, people feel cheated and robbed. 
 
I have had grace people sit at their tables and argue with me and say, “But then you are saying that he 
isn’t working, there isn’t anything!”  And they feel like if you take all those physical things away, they are 
robbed, and they are bankrupt.  But, Paul is telling them here, “You are not bankrupt, look how wealthy 
you are (chapters 1,2,3).  Look at your wealth!” 
 
How is God’s power displayed today, and how do you recognize it?  How do you see it?  How do you 
know when you have seen it?  Do you know when you have seen it and when you haven’t?  Let’s say 
somebody walks in here and performs a miracle!  Would that be a demonstration of God Almighty’s 
power on display?   
 
This past week I watched the “John Ankerberg Show”.  That is a show that I appreciate on the television.  
I don’t know if you’ve seen that guy or not, but he gets all kinds of nuts on there.  He had a Jewish 
professor and a Christian professor on the other night, and this crazy Jewish fellow believed in the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  There were four of them, (Jewish seminary professors teaching the rabbis), 
and they all believed in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, they just don’t believe he is 
the last one.  Boy, you talk about taking the wind out of somebody’s sails, that guy could punch a hole in 
your balloon.  Well, they debate those things. 
 
But, this past week, he had a woman on there that was an occultist, and she went down into Mexico, and 
she became the understudy for some voodoo doctor down there.  She was a woman who was able to 
literally heal diseases and diseased bodies, and it was not through trickery and chicanery but through the 
demonic powers of the occult.  She took withered hands and straightened them out, took deformities and 
corrected them, took organic diseases and dispelled them.  And she gave the claims and the glory all to 
Jesus, but she did it all for the power of the occult using visualization imagery.  This woman talked about 
how she would visualize the demons, and call them up, and conjure them up, and talk to them.  Then the 
woman got saved, and, of course, she got out of all that. 
 
Let’s say somebody comes up to you and does all that stuff, and they do it in the lovely name of Jesus, 
and you see it.  Did you see the power of God on display?  Do you see how deceptive that is?  The occult 
comes in with a miraculous demonstration.   
 
Do you remember those verses we ran when we were studying Matthew 7?  We went back over there in 
Deuteronomy, and we saw those verses where he says, “If a man comes in here and he performs a sign 
and a wonder, and the sign and the wonder come to pass, but that man doesn't tell you to do what God’s 
word says, what are you supposed to do to him?”  You are supposed to cut him off, because God is 
trying you out to see whether or not you want something you can see, or whether you want to go by the 
book – whether you are walking by faith, or whether you are walking just to get what you want to get.  
And if that was true in Israel, when that stuff was in order back over there, how much more is it true 
today?   
 
Now, I want you to notice, in the passage here, how this power was demonstrated in the context of the 
passage.  Look at Ephesians 4:1 
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Ephesians: 4 

4 our Church is a New Man 

4:4-6 our duty and responsibility 

We are dealing with the practical section of Ephesians – talking about the walk, the application, in the life 
of the believer, (the doctrines of the first chapter).  And it is the practical application, in the life of the 
local church, of the position and purpose of the body of Christ.   
 
The issue in chapter 4 and on, is not just the issue of the believer, individually, but the focus is on the 
issue of the local church being the manifestation of the life of the body of Christ.  Every believer is a 
representative of the body of Christ, but that being true, believers banded together in a local assembly, 
are a representative of the body of Christ.   

 

Unity in the Body of Christ 

4:1-7 preserving the unity of the Spirit with proper attitudes 

Ephesians 4:1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,  

He says I beseech you, not I command you, but I request.  It is grace motivation that ask you.  He says, 
see this great love.  What do we say?  We love Him, because He first loved us.  Look at I Thessalonians 

4, the next doctrinal book.  1 Thessalonians 4:1-2 
 
So, in Ephesians 4:1, he says, “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you (I beg you) that ye 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called.”  Turn to Philemon 1:8 
 
Ephesians 4:1 – “I therefore … beseech you that ye walk worthy”.  Do you know what grace does?  
Grace puts you on the spot doesn't it? 

 
Romans 12:1 – “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God.” 
 
In Ephesians 4:1, he comes to your walk, and he says, “I beseech you”.  Should you do this because you 
are motivated by a desire to get something, or from a fear of losing it?  No, let the love of Christ, (which 
you have just come to comprehend through the understanding of the mystery revealed through Paul), 
motivate you, and constrain you. 

 
I was talking to a man just recently about grace.  And we were talking about the issue of getting your 
prayers answered and that kind of thing.  And he was talking about the idea that if you live a certain way 
and you are intense enough, and you pray enough, God will heal people when you pray for them, and he 
will take care of your finances.  But, if you don’t, you will suffer financial reversals and sickness and so 
forth.  He was talking about God’s punishment and God’s blessing in your life, and withholding blessing in 
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your life.  And I was trying to talk to him about grace to try to help him understand that grace is God’s 
unmerited favor.   
 
I said, “If you get a blessing because of something you did, that isn’t grace.  And if a blessing is withheld 
because of something you did or didn’t do, that isn’t grace.  Now you call it whatever you want to, but it 
isn’t grace, is it?”  He looked at me and said, “Well, then why do you do what you do?”  Well, the answer 
to that my dear friend, I trust, is the love of Christ – comprehending his great love for me allows me to 
do nothing else.  It constrains me to walk worthy.   
 
Now notice what he says in Ephesians 4:1 about that worthy walk – “I therefore, the prisoner of the 
Lord, beseech you that ye (you the assembly, the believer’s at Ephesus) walk worthy of the vocation.”  
He is talking about the individual believer, but he is talking about more than that.  He is talking about the 
local church.  He says, “Walk worthy”.  There is work that has to be done.  Ephesians 4:11 
 
Ephesians 4:1 – “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called.”  Was Paul free and delivered from all harm and oppression?  No, he was a 
prisoner.  Look at Ephesians 3:13, Ephesians 3:1, Ephesians 6:19. 
 
Look people, it was being displayed in Paul’s spiritual perspective, in his mental attitude.  Listen, he could 
have been bitter about being a prisoner, couldn’t he?  Couldn’t he have been bitter about making the 
appeal?  He could have been saying, “Man I made a bad move”, and then he could have been bitter.  He 
could have felt powerless, because Rome held him captive.  He could have felt trapped and said, “I’m 
just a poor victim of terrible and unchangeable circumstances.”  He could have gotten depressed or mad 
and irritated about it.  He could have said, “You don’t have any right to hold me!”  He could have 
indulged in self-pity.  (You never did any of those things, did you?)  He could have gotten discouraged 
and quit – just gave up.  He could have been resentful at those who were free to go out and preach.  He 
could have done all kinds of human things, but he didn’t.  What did he do?   
 
Well, he didn’t respond to circumstances that were unchangeable, or out of his control.  He didn’t 
respond to the situation in his own power and in his own wisdom, but he viewed the circumstances 
according to the power that worked in him.  God’s power worked in Paul in such a way that he could say 
in chapter 4:1 – “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you”.   
 
He knew why he was in jail.  Do you know why he was in jail?  He was in jail for the Lord, and he knew 
why he was there.  In Ephesians 3:1, he says, “For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you 
Gentiles.”  He knew what was going on, and he said, “I beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in 
love; endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”   
 
Do you think Paul would have told them to do something that he wasn’t doing?  Do you think he would 
have told them to walk worthy and to have a mind of lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, and 
forbearance and endeavouring if he wasn’t doing it?  Well, you know better than that, don’t you?  You 
know Paul practiced what he preached.  You see, it was the power of God working in Paul that was on 
display in his mental attitude, and his spiritual perspective, and his ability to have spiritual discernment 
about what was going on – being able to discern the will of God.   
 
Do you know what we do, gentlemen?  Christian friend, we look around at circumstances that don’t 
please us, we look at situations that we aren’t personally happy with, and we look at those circumstances 
and situations and seek and desire to find ways that we can change them, change the situation, and 
change the circumstance and make it what we want it to be, don’t we?  And we begin to pray and ask 
God to do what?  We ask him to change the circumstance, or change the situation, so “I” can have what 
“I” want, when we should be looking at ourselves to see if God has changed us and changed our 
attitudes and our perspective about the circumstance so that we, (no matter what circumstances of life 
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we find ourselves in), can function there properly as we are walking worthy of the vocation wherewith we 
are called. 
 
Paul was in a situation, and he couldn’t change his circumstance because it was, evidently, completely 
out of his control.  And yet, in that situation, he functioned regardless of the situation.  He functioned as 
a member of the body of Christ ought to function, and that is where the power of God is demonstrated.  
And that is what he is praying for the Ephesians to grasp.   
 
How do you do it?  You are strengthened by his Spirit in the inner man to do what?  You are 
strengthened by his Spirit in the inner man to have Christ dwell in your heart, so he is the life that flows 
through your life so that you begin to see and have that comprehension of your participation in the 
eternal purpose of God.  And the fullness in your life, (especially the assembly), becomes the holy 
temple, that shrine where God lives and where his power, and his person, and his attitudes, and his 
actions are demonstrated.  That is a fantastic demonstration.  
  
The great demonstration of the power of God today is not being delivered from prison, and it is not being 
delivered from drowning.  It is not being delivered from disease and sickness.  It is not being delivered 
from financial ruin and reversal.  The great demonstration of the power of God, in the dispensation of 
grace, is our triumphant spirit in the midst of what looks like defeat.  It is the ability to function properly 
as a member of the body of Christ.  It is to have his power! 
 
Do you remember Ephesians 1:19?  When he raised Christ, it brought victory out of what appeared to be 
defeat.  Do you know what our problem is?  We don’t want to appear weak.  We don’t want to appear 
like losers, when others appear strong and others appear to be winning.  You need to learn something 
about God’s grace and how it operates in your life, and what it has to do to get rid of the old man. 
   
Paul has come to Ephesians 4 now, and he is beginning to deal with the manifestation of all this 
positional truth in the practical life of the believer; and he is taking you up through your wealth, and he is 
giving you the wonder of the glory of it all.  And now he is going to take you through the walk of grace, 
and you need to learn something about grace.  You can’t make a new man out of your old man.  A girl on 
the radio said, “You can’t make a Christian out of your old nature”, and that is the dying truth.  People, 
grace puts you in a position where the old nature won’t be able to stand.  2 Corinthians 12:7-9 
 
Ephesians 4:1 – “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called.”  The first sixteen verses of chapter 4 deal with the issue of unity amid diversity.  
There is unity (oneness) and yet there is a great diversity.  There is one body and yet there are a lot of 
different members in that body.  When we all function properly together, then the oneness, and the 
unity, is enhanced.   
 
Ephesians 4:1 – “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you.”  When you see that word 
“beseech”, don’t forget Philemon 1:9-10 when he says, “Yet for love’s sake I rather beseech thee.”  To 
“beseech” somebody is to implore them on the basis of grace motivation.   
What is grace motivation?  It is love and gratitude – the love of Christ constraining you.  In other words, 
it is appreciation for all of the benefits that you have in Christ – this great tremendous program that God 
has made us a part of.  In the last part of chapter 3, he prayed that their understanding of this great 
program (what God made the body of Christ for), the mystery program, might be a living, powerful, 
transforming reality in their life.  He prayed that the doctrines might be applied, or appropriated, in their 
lives and be active in their lives. 
 
Ephesians 4:1 – “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called.”  It is a worthy walk, and that means you just walk consistent with the position 
that you have in Christ.  To walk worthy is to be consistent with the position that you have in Christ – live 
up to what God has made you.  Philippians 1:27 
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Ephesians 4:2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, 
forbearing one another in love;  

“I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called, with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love.”  The issue 
there is the assembly, the people together.   
 

He says, “Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called.”  The vocation is that sonship, and 
sonship is that special function that we have been called to.  Walk worthy (verse 2) “with all lowliness 
and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.”  You know, gentlemen, the only way to operate around other believers is 
with humility and meekness and longsuffering and love.  Operating a local church is going to require (and 
we will carefully study those characteristics in verses 2 and 3) humility and lowliness and meekness and 
longsuffering and forbearance and those things. 

 
Ephesians 4:2 – “With all lowliness and meekness.”  You walk in this full-grown sonship position, but you 
are not heady and high-minded.  You are not all puffed up, and built up, and made out like you are 
somebody.  You don’t say, “Well, I’m a son, so I can do what I want to do!”   
 
I’ve seen that happen.  I’ve seen some of you guys get this idea about sonship and realize the liberty and 
the freedom that you have in Christ to live and to choose and to do, and I’ve seen you just be heady and 
high-minded and puffed up about it.  And then you go out and do what you wanted to do.  That is why it 
says in Galatians 5:13: 
 
They are spiritual realities that are conveyed to us through these doctrinal realities and that unity is ours.  
It is a doctrinal unity – one body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father.  That is the unity of the Spirit. 
And we are to maintain that unity in the bond of peace, and the way you maintain it or keep it, in the 
bond of peace, is verse 2.  The worthy walk, the maintenance of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace requires humility and meekness, and longsuffering, and forbearing, and so forth. 
 
Gentlemen, too often, the spirit of believers is quite different from this.  It is domineering, and there is 
harshness and brashness and intolerance and competition, and legalistic kinds of activities instead of 
grace. 
 
You have this sonship status, and you must walk in it.  Because you understand what is happening, you 
walk on the basis of grace.  And what do you do when you see somebody not walking on the basis of the 
spiritual ‘unities’ that are ours in Christ?  Do you become judgmental and legalistic and demand their 
performance in order to gain approbation and acceptance from you, or are you willing to unconditionally 
accept them.  He that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not just to tear the guy up, but to help him and 
to build him up.  Hold him accountable for who he is and lift him up.   
 
Ephesians 4:2 – “With all lowliness and meekness.”  Lowliness is humility.  It is a “lowliness of mind” kind 
of an attitude.   
 
Somebody once said, “The better we understand bible doctrine the easier it is to obey bible duties.”  And 
that is reality.  People say, “I don’t want you telling me about doctrine.”  I just want to know about love, 
and how to love each other.”  Well, that is a statement from somebody that is ignorant of how God the 
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Holy Spirit works in the life of a believer.  That is the most charitable thing I can think of to say about 
somebody like that, because it is just a dumb statement made by a spiritually unintelligent person.   
 
Now, sometimes, those statements come from people who have a legitimate right to say them, because 
they have never been loved by anybody.  They were beaten over the head with doctrine.  They have had 
people take doctrine and whack them with it, over and over, so they don’t feel any love and appreciation.  
They do not feel valued.  And Paul is saying, “That is not the way to do it either”.   
 
We take our sonship position, and we exercise it on the basis of grace.  Our sonship walk, this worthy 
walk, is to be exercised on the basis of lowliness, and meekness, and longsuffering, and forbearance, and 
so forth.  In other words, it is a grace walk, but it is a walk that maintains the spiritual unity of the 
realities that we have in Christ.  It maintains it in peace based on that love, that walk of love.  
  
Now, your old man does not want to appear weak.  Don’t forget that!  Everything in Ephesians 4:2 has 
the appearance of weakness – lowliness (a mind brought low).  Turn to Acts 20 for a definition of that.  
Acts 20:18-19. 
 
Ephesians 4:2 – “Lowliness and meekness.”  Meekness is defined as “power under control”, and that is a 
good definition for meekness.  Numbers 12:3, Matthew 11:29, another illustration would be 1 Corinthians 
6:7-8. 
 
Abraham takes Lot and he says, “Lot we got to separate (Genesis 13).  You look out there and you 
choose which way you want to go, and I will go the other way.”  That is meekness illustrated.  You and I 
in our worthy walk, in our sonship walk, is on the basis of grace.  Lowliness is humility of mind, not 
exalting ourselves, not thinking of ourselves above that which is right. 
 
And meekness – not just doing things for our gain, and us but having the control of grace and meekness 
with longsuffering.  That is a tough one.  Longsuffering means “a long fuse, suffer long, put up with 
something, allow it a long time”.  It is the ability to endure discomfort without fighting back. 
 
Now, in your walk as a son, that isn’t the easiest thing you ever tried to do.  That is why it can’t be you.  
It’s a grace walk.   
 
Do you see how in each one of those things (lowliness, meekness, etc.) you appear weak?  If you want a 
good illustration of lowliness, look at 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 sometime – not great swelling words of man’s 
wisdom, but meekness.   
 
Do you know what people call meekness?  They call is weakness, and we don’t like to look weak, do we?  
People think, This guy is just a cream puff and a push over.  And we don’t like that, but that is the walk.  
That is the walk that keeps the unity of Spirit in the bond of peace. 
 
Ephesians 4:2 – “forbearing one another in love.”  That is tolerating each other, to hold oneself back in 
the spirit of love, to put up what somebody in love.  Colossians 3:13 

 

Ephesians 4:3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace.  (unity of the Spirit)   

Verse 2 is talking about love and its manifestation.  Verse 3 is talking about unity.  Those verses are 
talking about those two issues, practically, among the brethren.  The most difficult thing in the Christian 
life, and it is the reason that discipline is placed into your life, is to function together with other members 
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of the body of Christ in a local assembly.  And, it requires that you put yourself out of the way, and you 
put your rights and your interests out of the way.  It requires you to submerge yourself completely out of 
the way and lift up, not somebody else, but what God is doing.   
 
You see, he puts you together in that assembly so that the people can get out of the way, and the work 
of the ministry can be exalted.   
 
Ephesians 4:3 – “Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  The way you keep it 
in the bond of peace is by keeping it according to verses 1 and 2.  What is the unity of the Spirit?  Verse 
4 
 
He saved you so that you could do what he is doing, and be a part of that.  So, this position is not given 
to you to make you “puffed up”.  But, you are to conduct yourself according to your sonship position, 
because the objective of your sonship is to guard the unity that God the Holy Spirit has made (verse 3).  
You walk “with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 
endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  The only way to guard, and keep, 
and protect the unity of the Spirit, the unity that God has made in the body of Christ today, the only way 
to see it practically manifested is for you and me to function on the basis of our sonship position.  
Nothing else will do. 
 
That word “endeavouring” means “effort, work at it.”  Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  
There is not to be any hostility among the brethren.  There is to be the bond of peace.  God has called us 
to peace.   
 
Here are a couple of verses: 1 Corinthians 14:33 – “For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, 
as in all churches of the saints.”  2 Corinthians 13:11, Colossians 3:15, 2 Thessalonians 3:16, 2 Timothy 
2:22. 
 
Turn to Romans 14:19 – “Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things 
wherewith one may edify another.”   
 
Again, Ephesians 4 has to be talking about a local assembly or all of those things are not going to have 
any affect.  You don’t need lowliness of mind, and meekness, and longsuffering, and forbearing one 
another in love unless you are around some “one anothers”.  There is a “one anothering” deal here.  
There is a group activity here.  And there is a “putting up” with one another.  Why?  We submerge 
ourselves, (our self-interest), out of the way for the works sake.  That is how you have unity.  You make 
“the work” the issue.   
 
Romans 14:19 – “Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith 
one may edify another.”  
 
Ephesians 4:3 – “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  A bond is the thing 
that ties something together, and the “believers together” should result in peace.   
 
What do I mean by “peace”?  It simply means everybody working towards the same goal.  Peace is had 
by lowliness, meekness, longsuffering, forbearing one another, and working at it.  It is all of us moving 
towards the same goal.  It is all of us, together, working towards the same thing.  The work is the issue 
and the thing that holds us together is the fact that we are all working towards the same thing.  We are 
putting up with each other, and we are not exalting ourselves.  We got the situation under control.  We 
are focused on Christ and on what he has done, and on our sonship status, and on maintaining the 
spiritual unity that God has made in Christ.  Colossians 3:12-14. 
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Ephesians 4:3 – “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  Again, it is 
extremely important that you understand the practical necessity of the things in verse 2.  In a local 
church, the hardest thing you will ever do, the greatest discipline that you will ever need in your life is to 
function together with other believers in a local church in such a way as to maintain the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace.  And you will never be able to do it without those characteristics in your lifestyle 
described in verse 2.  You need those graces, those fruits of the Spirit, those mental attitudes that are 
described in verse 2, that willingness to give of yourself, to spend and be spent, to lay down your own 
rights for others.   
 
And when he says that you are to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, he is not talking 
about a compromise of the truth.  He is not talking about ecumenicism.  He is not talking about just 
getting together with a whole bunch of people that name the name of Christ, just to be getting together 
in unity and that kind of thing.  He is not just talking about union, but he is talking about the mental 
attitude that maintains and manifests the truth – that is the unity that the Spirit has created among 
believers.  He is talking about the oneness of real true genuine believers in Christ.  He is not talking 
about a bunch of lost people, and modernists, getting together; and he is not trying to deny the issue of 
separation from erring and sinning brethren.  He is talking about maintaining the unity, the spiritual unity 
of the doctrinal realities.  You cannot divide the church the body of Christ.   
 
People say, “Well, you are causing division and you are destroying the unity of the Spirit.”  You can’t 
destroy the unity of the Spirit.  That is a unity God the Holy Spirit makes, and it is a unity that God has 
formed by his Spirit.  It is something that is descriptive of what we have in Christ. 
 
Now, you can fail to maintain it in the bond of peace.  You can fail to maintain all of the believers not 
walking together focused on the same thing and hence have contention and division among them, but 
you can’t divide the unity.  You can fail to walk worthy of it, but you can’t divide the body of Christ in that 
way. 
 
So, don’t let somebody use that passage on you to destroy or to deny the issue of separation.  That is 
not the point.  He is not talking about compromising the truth.  He is talking about that mental attitude 
that maintains and manifests the unity of the Spirit among real believers. 
 
Notice “the unity of the Spirit”.  There are seven essential things that every believer shares in common 
with every other believer.  Verse 4: 
 
You are to endeavor to maintain, (to keep, to guard) the unity that you have in Christ, that spiritual unity 
that is based on the doctrines that he lists in verses 4,5, and 6. 

 

Ephesians 4:4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in 
one hope of your calling; (BOC has different calling) (God’s promise = confident expectation) 

 
Verse 4 – “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”  
Those are seven things that are shared in common by every believer.  And the objective of our sonship is 
to guard the unity of the Spirit.  The objective of my sonship walk down here is to guard, and to keep, 
and to maintain that unity, which God the Holy Spirit has created in Christ.   
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You say, “Well, why must you have that kind of an attitude, and why is it so hard to maintain it?”  Verse 
7 – “But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.”  Then there 
is diversity in the body of Christ, is there not?   
 
Ephesians 4:4 – “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 
One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in 
you all.”   
 
Now, that is a description of the unity.  Notice that it is a unity of doctrine.  You can’t have real unity 
without an understanding of the doctrines that describe what God has done for us, and what God is 
doing in the body of Christ.  There is one body and that is the basic essence of the unity – the body of 
Christ, one body.  That means sectarianism and denominationalism is carnal.  1 Corinthians 3:3 
 
Ephesians 4:4 – “one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling.”  1 Corinthians 12:13. 
 
Ephesians 4:4 – “even as ye are called in one hope of your calling.” 
 
Titus 3:7 says that our hope is eternal life, and that eternal life is realized at the rapture.  That blessed 
hope (Titus 2:13) is the rapture.  When you read about “hope” in Paul’s epistles, you consistently are 
reading about the rapture.  Our hope is the rapture.  The rapture is the point in time when all of the 
things that God has promised to us, and that God has given to us, literally become our possession 
(practically).   
 
You, right now, are being told to walk worthy in this position that you have in Christ – live up to the 
position.  But, at the rapture you literally will be in the position – the adoption, the sonship status.  You 
have the Spirit of adoption now, but at the rapture that is the adoption to wit the redemption of the 
body.  You won’t have to just walk worthy of it, but you will be in it.  It will all be a reality.  But, now it is 
your hope, your earnest expectation and eager anticipation is the rapture.  Well, all these things are 
made blessed realities in our life, not just in prospect, but ultimately in reality – the consummation of it 
all.    
Ephesians 4:4 – “One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God.”  Now, the Lord is Jesus Christ, the faith is 
the doctrine to be believed today (Pauline truth, Romans to Philemon), the “One God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in you all” is God the Father.  You have God the Spirit (verse 4), 
God the Son (verse 5), and God the Father (verse 6). 
 
Notice God the Father is said to be “above all”.  He is transcendent.  He is sovereign.  He is said to be 
“through all” – all things.  That is eminence – the closeness and proximity to everything.  And then he 
says, “He is in you all.”  The new bibles leave out the word “you” and all the commentaries have to 
explain that it doesn't mean he is in everybody, even unsaved people; but it means believers.  So, you 
might as well just leave the “you” in there.  “In you all” is the intimacy that God shares with believers.   
 
So the Father is transcendent; he is eminent in his creation; and yet he is intimate with the believer.   
 
By the way, if you ever study doctrinal statements in church history and how they were formulated, you 
will see a resemblance to Ephesians 4:4-6.  The very earliest doctrinal statements that we have, that 
have come down through history from the 4th and 5th centuries, show a remarkable resemblance to that 
statement in Ephesians 4:4-6. 
 
Some people say and believe that the doctrinal statement of the early church was based on that passage 
right there.  You will notice that in the doctrinal statement of the grace movement, either of the Berean 
Bible Fellowship or of the Grace Gospel Fellowship, begin by saying that we hold the doctrines of 
Ephesians 4,5,6 as those things which are basic to our fellowship.  They are saying that these doctrines 
are the things that are essential to the fellowship of believers together.  They are the essential ‘unities’.   
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In fact there are some doctrinal statements in the early church that I have seen, and they literally seem 
to have been taken right out of this passage.  And many of them seem to have used this passage as a 
pattern for their developments.  So, evidently, the early church recognized this passage as a statement of 
faith, a statement of the unity that they had in Christ. 
 
This passage is greatly abused today, and the reason it is abused is verse 5 – “One Lord, one faith, one 
baptism.”  Write down 1 Corinthians 12:13, and Colossians 2:12, by that verse in your bible.  1 
Corinthians 12:13 
 
 

 

Ephesians 4:5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, (Doctrine, Direct revelation to Paul) 

Look at Ephesians 4:5.  Could you say there is just one real Lord, or one real faith?  Well, you better not 
say that.  People say, “Well there is just one real baptism, or primarily there is just one.”   
 
One guy down in Alabama says, “One is not a number.”  Now, I have not figured out what “one” is if it is 
not a number.  I don’t understand that.  This man is a King James Bible believing man.  He goes around 
thumping the bible and saying, “Nothing but the King James”.  And then you put that verse on him, and 
he says, “Well, one is not a number”.  Well, I honestly do not know what it is if it is not a number.   
 
I was in a conversation with that same brother that said that, Brother E.C. Moore, and a couple of other 
brothers, at the Pineview Bible Camp in the early 70’s; and we were talking to him about the bible.  And, 
he was attacking the word of God and the King James Bible and telling us we were crazy and nuts for 
believing it was of any value. 
 
And we began to talk to him about water baptism.  And that conversation ended with him saying, “If I 
believed the King James Bible was right, I would have to believe what you believe about water baptism”.  
Well, a little while later he came around to the King James Bible conclusion, that it was the right one to 
use, but he never did come around to the water baptism.  Do you know why?  It is because it cuts your 
hot water off to a cold drip if you are a Baptist.  He couldn’t get any more meetings.   
 
This guy was a professor at Tennessee Temple University, the Baptist school in Chattanooga, and he 
pastors a Baptist church and travels all over the country.  And it pays well, and I am not talking about 
money, but the prestige, and the reputation, and all the rest.  And he has a church down there in 
Alabama full of grace believers.  That is why he can get away with saying a lot of things that he says.  
But, I know the guy.  And the reason he does what he does with that passage and says, “One isn’t a 
number and all” is because he wants to have “two”.   
 
Now, if you ever struggle with people like that, let me show you how to use a verse of scripture.  What 
do you do when you have a problem?  You always look for a verse to help you out.  Well, let me show 
you a verse of scripture that will help you.  You don’t have to add “for us there is one”, or you don’t need 
to say “just one real baptism”.  Some people say there is a real one and a ritual one.  Well, is there a real 
Lord and a ritual Lord?  Is there a real faith and a ritual faith, a real hope and a ritual hope?  You know 
better than that. 
 
1 Corinthians 8:5-6 are two verses, verse by verse, that interpret what he is saying.  1 Corinthians 8:5-6. 
 
There is one Lord.  Well, is there just one Lord or are there many lords?  There are many, but to us, how 
many is there?  How many faiths are there in the world?  There are a whole lot of faiths in the world, and 
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in the word of God, but to us, there is just one.  There are a whole lot of different baptisms in the bible, 
aren’t there?  (I just named four of them.)  But to us, (members of the body of Christ), how many are 
there?  There is just one.   
 
He is not saying that there is just one baptism in the bible, just like he is not saying that there is only one 
lord and only one faith.  People will use that and say, “Well, there is only one faith – Genesis to 
Revelation – one faith, one set of doctrine to believe.  Well, that is nonsense!  He is saying to us, today, 
as members of the body of Christ, there is just one. 
 
Scripture with scripture, the interpretation of the passages say to us that, as members of the body of 
Christ, participants in the unity, (the spiritual oneness that God is creating today), there is just one Lord 
and one faith, one baptism, one God, one body, one Spirit, and one hope.     

 

Ephesians 4:6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all.  

Ephesians 4:6 – “One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”   
 
You be sure to leave that “you” in there.  The new bibles take that “you” out, by the way.  If you want to 
read something funny, go read the commentaries based on the new bibles, and they all have to explain 
how the “you” should be in there.  Well, then why leave the goofy thing out?  It makes no sense at all to 
me.  They say, “Well if he is in all, then he is in the devil”.  Oh yes, that’s right doctor, he doesn't mean 
that, but it does in your bible, unless your bible isn’t literal.  That is where the unbelief comes in.  But, 
back to Ephesians 3:19 
 
Now, Ephesians 4:4-6 is a description of the unity of the Spirit.  Notice that it is a doctrinal unity.  It is a 
spiritual unity of doctrinal realities.  1 Corinthians 1:10 
 
I was thinking about verse 6 this week – one God and Father of all.  That means one God and Father of 
all saved people who is above all, and through all, and in you all.  It is very possible that all four of those 
‘alls’ would refer to saved people – one God and Father, of all the believers, who is above all believers, 
and through all.  In other words, he is above all believers, and he is working through all the believers, 
and he is indwelling all believers.  And that would certainly fit with the issues that he has been describing 
in the previous chapter about how God works today in the church, the body of Christ, that being his 
vehicle of operation today – his agency.   
 
In verse 4, you have the oneness of the church – one body, and one Spirit, and one hope.  In verse 5, 
you have the source and the means of that oneness – One Lord, one faith, and one baptism.  In verse 6, 
you have the author of the oneness – God the Father.  In verse 4, you have the Holy Spirit.  In verse 5, 
you have God the Son.  In verse 6, you have God the Father.  Again, you see the trinity mentioned.   
 
I have pointed out to you, repeatedly, that the book of Ephesians, over and over again, presents the 
triune God.  I do not know of another book in the bible that constantly, at every turn, focuses on the 
Father, the Son, and the Spirit.  The trinity is constantly there, and no doubt, that is because Ephesians is 
focused so closely on the fact that we, the body of Christ, are the habitation of the triune God – God is 
manifest in us, the church, the body of Christ, today.  And as he goes into this practical section, (the walk 
section), he is focusing on how God, today, is manifested through the church, the body of Christ, in our 
walk, and in our lives, and in our ministries.   
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The issue in the local church will focus on the manifestation of the triune God today.  The issue in the 
local church is not building buildings, and having wonderful music, and choirs and finances, and 
denominational structures and all the rest.  I have told you before, all those things (buildings, song 
books, choirs, soloists, instruments, programs, activities, ministries) are all wonderful in their place, when 
they are appropriate and when they are needed.  They are fine if they are tools that enhance the 
functioning and the activity of the life that is in the group.   
 
But, first, the issue is that life – that spiritual life in the assembly.  You don’t build a box and an 
organization and say, “Okay, Lord you get in there and work.”  You have the life and the activity of the 
Spirit of God, and then you can build structure around that.  When you pastor for ten years, you will 
notice that that life will flow in the group mentality.  And you have to nurture, and stir up, and focus on 
developing that life in the individuals and in the group as a corporate body.  And that spiritual life and 
activity that is ours in Christ is the issue.  And as that is manifested, and as you walk under grace, (an 
appreciative response to that life that God has given you in Christ), then he is manifested, and his actions 
and his attitudes become clearly demonstrated in us.  And that is the issue that Paul is focusing on. 
 
Wait a minute.  How many baptisms are there for us today?  One.  Well then, the question is, out of all 
those different ones in the Bible, which one is the “one”?  I see Paul saying, “They baptized back there, 
but I have learned that as Israel falls away, water baptism isn’t very important to me anymore.”  Look 
what he says in 1 Corinthians 12.  1 Corinthians 12:12-14 

 

Ephesians 4:7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ.  

Now, look at verses 7-15.  He lists the ‘helps’ that God has given you to walk worthy.  God has provided 
some help for you, in your walk.  You are to walk worthy, so now he gives you the ‘helps’ to walk worthy.   
 
In verses 7-10, he focuses on individual things; and then in verses 11-15, he focuses on the corporate 
issues.  In other words, in verses 7-10, he is talking about the individual help that God gives to you as an 
individual believer for the worthy walk, (your assets).  And then in verses 11-15, he talks about the 
corporate group – our walking together. 
 
Ephesians 4:7 – “But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.”  
Notice, he starts out with “but”.  He has been talking about the unity, the oneness, this great oneness 
that we have in Christ, this doctrinal oneness that produces a great spiritual entity called the body of 
Christ, and how we are one.  Then he says, “But.”  Now, he is going to contrast the unity with the fact 
that every one of us, individually, is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.  In other 
words, there is diversity in the body.  There is a unity, but there is diversity amid the unity and there is 
unity amid the diversity. 
 
Do you understand how that works?  There is diversity.  He says, “He’s given us grace according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ.”  That accounts for the diversity, the different ministries and functions in 
the one organism of the body of Christ.  Take your body for an example.  Look at Romans 12:3-6. 
 
In Ephesians 4:7, he said that he has given to every one of us grace according to the measure of the gift 
of Christ.  Romans 12:4 – “For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the 
same office.”  There is one body with a lot of members, but every member does not do the same thing. 
 
Ephesians 4:7 – “But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.”  
He has provided, for you, the means whereby you can do what he has given you to do.  When I say that 
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to you, I want you to understand that there is nothing that God has written down in his word for you to 
do that you can’t accomplish, because he has given you the provisions to do it.  There is nothing in your 
life, or in your ministry, (that you see and determine to be something that God would have you to do) 
that you can’t accomplish, because God has given you the provisions.  They have already been given to 
you.  They are already yours.  They are given to you by his grace.  He has already provided them for you 
in Christ, and your responsibility is to appropriate them, appreciate them, to grow to edification and 
maturity, understand what they are, how they function, and go operate them. 

 

4:8-16 edifying the body of Christ by the grace given us 

Ephesians 4:8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he 
led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.  

That is the ascension of Christ (pointing to the arrow on the chart that indicates Christ’s ascension).  
From heaven He gave (Eph 4:11). 
 
Jesus Christ dies at Calvary, and goes down and is resurrected and ascends up on high.  The verse says 
that when he ascends up on high, then he gave gifts to men.  Some of the gifts are in Ephesians 4:11 
 
Ephesians 4:8 – “Wherefore he saith.”  So the first thing you have is a gift.  You have this grace that is 
given to you according to the measure of the gift of Christ.  You have a ministry.  You are not just sitting 
out there.  You have a ministry to execute and God, by his grace, has given you things to do, as a 

member of the body of Christ, that are just for you to do.   
 
Ephesians 4:8 – “Wherefore he saith, WHEN HE ASCENDED UP ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVITY CAPTIVE, 
AND GAVE GIFTS UNTO MEN.”  He is quoting Psalm 68:18.  We will look at that verse; but before we do, 
I want you to notice something.  There are four places in the book of Ephesians where the Apostle Paul 
quotes the Old Testament, and derives doctrinal applications from those passages in the Old Testament, 
and applies them to the truth of the church, the body of Christ, in the dispensation of the mystery.   

 
Now, there are some people that say, “Well, when you come to Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians, 
you completely do away with the Old Testament.”  And that is not true.  The Apostle Paul recognized the 
spiritual applications and the validity, and it is real interesting to me that he quotes the Old Testament 
four times in Ephesians.  He quotes it in Ephesians 4:8, Ephesians 5:14, Ephesians 5:31, Ephesians 6:2-3. 
 
So, Paul is quoting the things, and referring to the things, drawing applications from the thing; and there 

is a real specific reason that he quotes Psalm 68 in reference to Christ ascending and giving gifts unto 
men.  Look at Psalm 68.  There is a parallel thing going on in Psalm 68.  In fact, Psalm 68 is a Psalm 
about the Second Coming of Christ.  The whole thing focuses on the Second Advent of Christ and the 
millennial kingdom.  Psalms 68:1-18 
 
Ephesians 4:8 – “Wherefore he saith, WHEN HE ASCENDED UP ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVITY CAPTIVE, 
AND GAVE GIFTS UNTO MEN.”  Psalm 68:18 said, “thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the 

rebellious also.” 
 
Look back at Ephesians 4:8 – “Wherefore he saith, WHEN HE ASCENDED UP ON HIGH, HE LED 
CAPTIVITY CAPTIVE, AND GAVE GIFTS UNTO MEN.”  That leading “captivity captive” explains to you why 
he put verses 9 and 10 in parenthesis.  What does he mean “led captivity captive”?   
 

tw://bible.*/?id=49.4.11|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.4.11|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.4.8|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.4.8|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=19.68.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.4.8|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.5.14|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.5.31|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.6.2-49.6.3|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=19.68.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=19.68.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=19.68.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=19.68.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=19.68.1-19.68.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.4.8|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=19.68.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.4.8|_AUTODETECT_|


When you want to know what something means, what do you do?  You look up another verse.  If you 
can find another verse that explains it for you, didn’t you find out what it meant?  See Judges 5:12, 
Isaiah 14:2, Ephesians 2:2. 
 
But, what does Colossians 2:10 say?  You are complete in him who is the head of all principalities and 
power.  Colossians 2:15 – he made a shew of the principalities and the powers and triumphed over them 
in his crosswork.  Are you with me?   
 
In Ephesians 1, he has gone up and has been made the head of the heavenlies, the head of all 
principalities and power.  Are you with me now?  Christ has gone out there, and he has captured and 
vanquished all that program of Satan that held us captive once; and he has made us, now, the ones that 
are going to rule over the heavenly places.  They have all been taken POW.  They are prisoners, and we 
have been given the position of being the rulers. 
 
You are a participant in a total victory program, and not just over sin (Romans taught you that), but also 
over the principalities and the powers in heavenly places.  And you have an impact on them, and they 
don’t appreciate your testimony one bit because you forecast their defeat; and they are out to stop you.  
And that is why, in Ephesians 6, that armour is there – that doctrinal armour for your soul in order for 
you to function properly.  That is the reason Paul, over and over and over, uses military terminology to 
describe the warfare because that is exactly what this is – there is war in heaven.   
 
Now, the grand illustration of this victory that he won is his raid on the gates of hell – taking the saints 
out and taking them up with him.  That is an illustration of what he is going to do in the Kingdom.  But 
that “taking them out” is not the issue in Ephesians 4.  The issue in Ephesians 4 is a reference to those 
who were our captors having been taken and vanquished by Christ and giving us the position of the 
‘reigners’ – total victory.   
 
Now, brother, that is something else.  Paul is showing you that he has given you a service, a work, a gift, 
a position in the body to perform.  And that position that you have is a position that is part of an absolute 
complete victory program where he is going to take the body of Christ and fill up the heavenly places up 
there.  And you are a part of that.   
 
Now, if that can’t equip you and motivate you for a worthy walk, what will?  That is the position that he 
has given you and the responsibility, the performance, the privilege that he has given you to serve him.    

 

Ephesians 4:9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also 
descended first into the lower parts of the earth?  

Ephesians 4:9 – “(Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts 
of the earth?”  In other words, the one that went up is the one that came down.  Who came down?  
Christ came down.  The one that is going up is the one that came down first.   
 
(John 3:13 is the verse you want to remember concerning that, because it is a statement on the deity of 
Christ.)  

 

Ephesians 4:10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up 
far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)  
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Well, if you go far above all heavens, what is that?  Is that a geographic location?  Is that a place?  It is 
pretty obvious that it is, isn’t it?  Look at Ephesians 2:6 
 
He is going to fill up the “all things”, (all those positions in the heavens), with the church, the body of 
Christ.  That way Christ is going to be preeminent in all of the positions of rank and authority in the 
government of the universe, not just on the earth but in the heavenly places too.   
 
In order for us to get out there, he makes a new creature, a new species of humanity.  And when the 
body of Christ is raptured out and Christ the head comes back and we are joined together, then the one 
new man will be completed.  We’ll go out there in the heavenly places and have glorified, immortal 
bodies that share the glorification of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We’ll be perfectly transformed into his 
likeness and his image.  And Paul says, “I want you to see the wealth, the riches, the splendor, the glory 
of all that.  I don’t want you to miss that – what God is going to gain for himself through all of that.   
 
There is one thing that I want you to notice in that regard.  Go back to Ephesians 1:10 
 
Ephesians 4:8-10 – “Wherefore he saith, WHEN HE ASCENDED UP ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVITY 
CAPTIVE, AND GAVE GIFTS UNTO MEN.”  (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended 
first into the lower parts of the earth?  He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all 
heavens, that he might fill all things.)”   
 
Now that is a real debated passage.  That is one of the two passages that are described as the 
“descension passages”.  The other one is 1 Peter 3:18-21.  It describes the descension of Christ.  And 
this passage here is really one that is batted around.  Most of the time, unfortunately, it is 
misrepresented.  Usually, Ephesians 4:8-10, is taught in this way: Christ dies on the cross, and he is 
buried and goes down into the heart of the earth.  Then he comes out on the third day, and then forty 
days later, he ascends up into heaven.   
 
Generally it is taught that he goes down into the heart of the earth.  And hell is down there, and 
paradise, Abraham’s bosom, is down there; and he empties out Abraham’s bosom, and he leads captivity 
captive – that is he takes those people that were captive there, and he takes them back into the third 
heaven with him.  Now, that is generally how that passage is taught.  You have probably heard that 
before, or you have read it in the Scofield Reference Bible, or you have read it in Clarence Larkin’s 
writings. 
 
But the problem with that is that when he says, “HE LED CAPTIVITY CAPTIVE” that would mean that he 
took captivity and set them free?  No, he led them captive.  It is kind of a strange thing.  It is true that 
paradise is no longer in the heart of the earth.  Paradise, today, is in the third heaven.  It is true that 
saints, today, and in the time to come, when they die, they go not into the heart of the earth, but into 
the third heaven.  2 Corinthians 5:8 
 
Now, notice carefully.  He goes up; he gets gifts, and then comes back down with the gifts.  And the 
purpose of the whole deal is that the Lord God might dwell among them.  There is a reference, over and 
over here, to God’s holy habitation, and God dwelling at Jerusalem, and God dwelling in his holy 
habitation.   
 
If you compare that with Ephesians 2, at the end of the passage, what do you find out?  We are the 
temple of God, the habitation of God, a holy temple, the habitation of God by his Spirit.  Paul takes a 
Psalm that talks about Christ coming back in his Second Advent to dwell with Israel and to dwell in that 
kingdom there, and he expands the dwelling places.   
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You see, they understood that the Nation Israel is going to restore the earth and that God is going to 
dwell on the earth in the midst of men – God with us, (Emanuel).  They understood that he is going to 
dwell there in his dwelling place at Jerusalem in that kingdom. 
 
Paul comes along and says, “That is right, but you know God is going to do more than that.  He is not 
just going to rule over the earth, but he is going to rule over the heavenly places themselves.”  That is a 
truth that nobody knew about before Paul.  They understand that he is going to come and set up the 
kingdom and rule over the earth.  And Paul says, “Yes that is true, but there is far more to it than that, 
and we now understand that that rule is going to extend out into the heavenly places.” 
 
So, Paul takes a passage that focuses on the time when Jesus Christ shows himself to be the only 
potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords, when he comes back at his Second Advent to take up the 
positions in the heavens and on the earth to fill all those positions of rank and authority (Ephesians 4:10) 
– to fill all things.  He comes back.  (The Psalm only focuses on Israel because that is all they know 
about.)   
 
Paul, understanding the doctrinal application of the Psalm, as to be the time when he comes back to 
dwell in his holy habitation, expands that into the heavenly places.  He takes it and pushes it to what we 
now understand in its application to the body of Christ. 
 
Notice Psalm 68:18 – “Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast received 
gifts for men.”  Jesus Christ dies on Calvary; he is buried; he is resurrected.  Then he ascends up in Acts 
2.  When he ascends up, he ascends up into the heavenly places, and he ascends up and receives gifts 
for men. 
 
Now, we are going to look at Luke 19, Acts 7, and Psalm 2.  I have been over some of this with you in 
your studies in Matthew, so it should be easy for you to see, so I’ll just show you the verses real quick. 
Luke 19:11 is a very important parable.  Luke 19:11 
 
Ephesians 4:10 – “He that descended is the same also that ascended up (notice where he went) far 
above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)   
 
He isn’t in the universe; he is in the third heaven.  He went far above all heavens.  So there is another 
ascension of Christ because until Acts 7, he is not “far above” all heavens.  He is in the heavens (Acts 7, 
Psalm 2), clear as crystal.  Subsequent to the rejection, the blasphemy, the stoning of Stephen, he then 
ascends far above all heavens; and it is from that position that he reaches down here and saves the 
Apostle Paul and gives the information about the mystery revelation to Paul.  And from there he gives 
gifts for you and me.   
 
One day, he is going to come back down in the universe and catch us out to be with him.  He will take us 
back into the third heaven and then bring us back with him at his Second Advent, down into the 
universe.  He will put us in positions of rank and authority in the heavenly places up there and then come 
back down to the earth as Psalm 68 said.   
 
Psalm would have shown him come down to the second heaven (the universe) and just continue there 
until he comes down to establish the kingdom.  But, Paul interjects that he ascended, after he was in the 
second heaven, far above all heavens; and it is, from that position, that he gives the gifts to us.  And the 
purpose of the thing is that he might fill all things, fill all of those positions.  The body is his fullness – the 
fulness of him that filleth all things.  We have been over that enough, and I hope you remember that.  
He is going to fill all those positions of rank and authority up there with the body of Christ. 
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Now, the purpose of the gifts that he gives is to fill all things.  In Psalm 68, he said, “He gave these 
gifts”, and then he adds, “yea, and for the rebellious also.”  That is a very interesting little statement.  He 
says, “That he might dwell among men.”   
 
Paul says, “But he also gave these gifts in here that he might fill all things.”  Now that is the purpose for 
which God is operating, and that is the purpose for which he has given you a ministry today.  He didn’t 
give you a ministry to make you happy, although you should be ecstatically happy.  He didn’t just give 
you a ministry to get you out of hell and give you a fire insurance policy so you can go off and do 
anything you want to do.   
 
He gave you a ministry, and he made you a part of an absolute total victory program over all the 
heavenly hosts.  (I am going to show you that shortly.  It is fantastic how he has done that.)  Folks, he 
has given you a ministry so that through God the Holy Spirit, even now, he can dwell in you, but he is 
going to dwell all through the heavenly hosts out there through us.  And this old rebellious world today is 
gifted, if you will, with men in whom the Lord Jesus Christ is revealed.  God dwells in his people and 
works through them among the world today with “an habitation of God through the Spirit” (Ephesians 
2:22). 
1 Timothy 3:16 

 

Ephesians 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;  (Gifts are for perfecting saints)  

These apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers were given by the risen Lord after his 
ascension, not before it.   
 
Notice, when he is talking about this, he is talking about Jesus Christ after his ascension, not prior to it.  
The earthly ministry of Christ takes place, then Christ dies on the cross, and He spends the 40 days on 
earth, and then He ascends into heaven.  The Holy Spirit comes on the day of Pentecost.  Then, the fall 
of Israel takes place.  The apostle Paul gets saved.  The Lord Jesus Christ, in heaven’s glory, reaches 
down, and not only saves Paul, but he commits to Paul a new system of knowledge and information – a 
new realm, a new program called the mystery.   
 
Paul says that he gave certain gifts to the body of Christ – apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and 
teachers.  Christ ascended up on high, (and in the passage it is not necessarily His ascension after his 
resurrection, but is an ascension far above all heavens), which is where Christ is when Paul gets saved.  
He ascends far above all heavens, and from that position, He gives these offices to the church.  The 
twelve apostles are made apostles before the crucifixion of Christ.  But, there were men that were made 
apostles after the ascension of Christ, therefore, they are not “the twelve apostles.” 
 
Do you remember when I pointed out to you, in Romans 1:5, that the apostle Paul was made an apostle 
by the resurrected ascended Lord?  (He is the only one in the bible identified that way.)  These apostles 
(that became apostles after the resurrection) came from the ascended Christ not the twelve.  Likewise, 
these prophets are not Old Testament prophets, but they are prophets that pertain to the body of Christ 
after the resurrection.  Time past extends to these apostles that were made apostles after the ascension, 
and the “but now” begins with Paul’s salvation.  Thus, a prophet in the Old Testament would be a “time 
past” prophet. 
 
I am trying to point out that there are prophets that have to do with the body of Christ.  There are 
prophets that affect the ministry of the body of Christ.  Christ gave these prophets to us. 
Let’s look at their function.  Ephesians 2:19-20. 
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Note that in verse 11 it says He gave—past tense.  It does not say He is giving gifts now.  
 
With the completion of the Word, there was no longer a need to supernaturally give apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, pastors and teachers to do their job.  The jobs are still needed, but there is no longer a need 
for them to be supernaturally gifted, because now the Word of God gives the motivation.  
 
The twelve apostles were made apostles back before the cross.  These men were given the gift of 
apostles after his ascension.  Do you see that?  Ephesians 4:11 refers to apostles and prophets that are 
given after his resurrection and after his ascension.   
 
So, the possibility is that the apostles in chapter 2 are not the twelve apostles, but the apostles after the 
resurrection and the ascension.  If that is true, when he talks about you being “built upon the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets”, just refer to the right side of the house (above), the mystery issue. 
 
But, the context in Ephesians 2 tends to be describing the whole household.  If it is doing that, you can 
refer to the entire house as drawn above.  So, you can believe that it is just the right side of the house, 
or just the left side of the house, or both.  I will let you decide which way you want to do that, but those 
are the possibilities.   
 
You can be in Christ according to prophecy and in Christ according to mystery.  You can be in Christ 
before Paul or with him.  The foundation is Christ, but the issue about Christ is the doctrine that the 
apostles and prophets teach you about him, whether it is in the prophetic program or the mystery 
program.  They lay down the doctrine about him, which is the foundation for the household of God. 
 
Ephesians 4:11 – “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ.”  The issue is the body of Christ; it is not just the individual.  Regarding the “worthy 
walk”, he says “I beseech you that you walk worthy”.  He is talking about the body of believer’s at 
Ephesus; and if it is the body of believers, then it has to be the local church, and that is the issue.   
 
We will begin in Ephesians 4:11.  Now, Paul is talking to you about walking worthy, and he begins in 
verse 7 to describe the ‘helps’ that Christ has given to enable us to walk worthy.  He talks about the 
individual things in verses 7-10.  We talked about them in the last lesson, with regard to the position that 
he has given you and the victory that you have in Christ.   
 
Now, he begins to talk about the ‘helps’ that he gives to the church – the corporate group.  In other 
words, he is talking about the assembly in verses 11-16.  Ephesians 4:11 – “And he gave some …”  This 
is after his ascension, and it is important that you notice that these gifts are given.  Christ dies, and then 
ascends up, and then he ascends up far above all heavens like we talked about in the last lesson.  And 
from up there, (far above all heavens), he gives these things in verse 11.  So these things are given to 
the body of Christ, and these gifts are not the things that are given back in his earthly ministry or in the 
Acts ministry before Paul. 
 
So, he says, “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.”   
 
Now, these gifts are gifts that he has given to the body of Christ and hence to the local assembly.  He 
gave them to us as a group, as a unit, today.  Christ has won the victory.  He ascended up and now, 
having won the victory, led captivity captive; and being the victor, he gives gifts to men.   
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That word “some” in verse 11, is a reference to the body of Christ.  “He gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.”  Now these are the gifts that are 
given today, and all of these gifts are “men”.  Did you notice that?  Apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
pastors, and teachers are all individuals.  They are all positions, or offices, and that kind of a thing.  It 
isn’t the men that fill the gift, but it is the gift – the position, the responsibility.   
 
These are communication gifts.  Each one of these gifts has to do with the communicating of sound 
doctrine, because the issue today is the communication of sound doctrine – preaching the word that is 
committed to us, holding forth the word of life.  That is the issue today. 
 
Just as in time past, he gave gifts to Israel that had specifically and especially to do with the program 
that was in effect then; so it is that he gives gifts today that are specifically and especially appropriate to 
the program that he has in effect today.  And, you need to notice this passage in that regard because it is 
very instructive.   
 
Turn back to 1 Corinthians 12.  We have made this comparison before, but I call your attention to it once 
again.  1 Corinthians 12:28 
 
So, what you are reading here in Ephesians 4 is a passage that demonstrates that the gifts in the second 
group have ceased and are no longer in operation, and the gifts in the first group are the ones that are 
the issue today.  In other words, the gifts that were in effect before Paul came on the scene, and that 
dealt with the former program, have passed away. 
 
Do you remember that rule I gave you?  The things that were initiated by Paul’s ministry continue on.  
And all these gifts in the first group were in effect when Paul wrote Ephesians 4. 
 
Now, let’s look at these gifts.  Ephesians 4:11 – “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.”  Now, the word “apostle” means “someone who is 
sent, a sent one”.  The Lord Jesus Christ, of course, sent the twelve apostles, in his earthly ministry.  
And, here are apostles who are sent ones, but evidently these are not the twelve.  Some people believe 
this is the twelve, but I personally believe these are not the twelve because these are “given” as apostles 
after the ascension of Christ.   
 
The twelve are ordained apostles prior to the ascension, and these are apostles that are given 
afterwards.  So, I personally don’t believe that these are the twelve.  The twelve apostles are twelve in 
order to sit on twelve thrones and judge the twelve tribes of Israel (Matthew 19:28).   
 
Paul is the one apostle for the body of Christ.  You say, “Well, this says apostles plural.”  Well, there are 
a number of apostles that are associated with Paul.  Galatians 1:18-19 
 
I am just trying to show you that when he says in Ephesians 4:11, “the apostles” (plural), it isn’t a real 
problem.  There is Paul as the apostle, and yet there are apostles in a secondary sense.  Just as there 
were in the kingdom program so they are today.  And those people were especially going out and 
representing the Lord Jesus Christ, and they had a special capacity.   
 
An apostle, is a communication gift that has authority in every assembly wherever it goes.  Everywhere 
Paul would send one of these people, (and one of them would go), those people had special authority 
because of that office of apostleship.  They were not just like anybody else walking in; they had a special 
position and a special authority.   
 
Ephesians 4:11 – “And he gave some, prophets.”  Now, those are obviously what kind of prophets?  Are 
they Old Testament prophets, or New Testament prophets?  Well, they are obviously New Testament 
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prophets.  Look at Acts 13.  Paul was one of them.  In fact, Paul fills all of these offices.  He is the only 
man that functions in every one of these positions.  Acts 13:1 
 
Ephesians 4:11 – the prophets are identifying and forth-telling and so on and so forth.  They are active 
ministries.  Now, look at Ephesians 2:19-20. 
 
Ephesians 4:11 – “He gave some evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.”  Now an evangelist is 
somebody that goes out and preaches the gospel.  He is a spreader and a bearer of good news.  He is 
somebody that goes out and brings glad tidings.  2 Timothy 4:5 
 
Turn back to Ephesians 4:11 – “And he gave some, pastors and teachers.”  Well you notice how he said, 
“some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists.”  And now he says, “some, pastors and 
teachers”.  So the pastors and teachers are on the same level.  They are the same group.  They are not 
synonyms, and it isn’t technically correct to say pastor/teacher, as you often see it done.  It is pastor and 
teacher.  It is two different descriptions for the same office and the same position.  
 
The word “pastor” is the word “shepherd”.  You can see the word “pasture” in that word.  Well, the 
shepherd is the one who leads the flock to green pasture (the feeding place) and the one who cares for 
it.  And the word “pastor” is just another way of saying a “shepherd” – one who leads, and feeds, and 
protects the flock, who cares for the flock.   
 
A teacher is one who opens up the word in a clear orderly way so people can understand it and grasp it.  
They can know what God is doing and they can take that truth and apply it to their lives and to their 
needs.  He takes the word of God and he communicates it clearly, plainly, simply where people get it, 
and it is a gift to the body of Christ to have teachers.  Everybody does not have that capacity.   
 
We have talked about this in Preparation and Delivery, and I tried to teach you how to learn to enhance 
those things.  You can learn them and those kinds of things; but that teacher capacity is a tremendous 
capacity, and it is a gift to the body of Christ.  It is an asset that God has given to the body of Christ. 
 
Now, the following terms are basically synonyms: pastor, bishop, and elder.  When I say they are 
synonyms, they are synonyms in that they all three are describing the same office, or the same position.  
Each one is describing something a little different in its emphasis.  The pastor is the one who feeds and 
leads and warns and takes care of – the pastor is the description in relationship that the man has to the 
flock.  The bishop describes the function – he is an overseer.  And the elder describes the dignity, the 
honour of the position.  But each one of them is basically describing the same aspect of the ministry – 
the same position.  Look at Acts 20:17, Acts 20:28, Titus 1:5, 1 Timothy 5:17 
 
Pastor is the term we mostly use – it is only found one time in your bible (in the New Testament) and 
you are reading the passage.  But pastor is the word that we use most of the time in our vocabulary to 
describe what the bible calls a bishop and an elder.  And we will study more about that as we go through 
the Pastoral Epistles, and I’ll show you how those things work.  But you need to understand how those 
terms kind of mesh together. 
 
The pastor and the teacher function in a local church – they are stationary.  They are not itinerant-type 
ministries like the evangelists, but these men come in and they function.  Now, a pastor and a teacher 
should be a soul winner, but why should he be a soul winner?  Should it be because he is a pastor?  No, 
he should be a soul winner because he is a believer.  Every believer should be a soul winner.  And if the 
pastor and teacher are an example of the believers, then he is going to be a man concerned about the 
souls of men and get the gospel to them.   
 
Should the pastor visit the sick?  Well, let me ask you something.  Is it the pastor’s job to visit the sick?  
Is it the pastor’s job to win the lost?  Is it the pastor’s job to marry people?  Is it the pastor’s job to bury 
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the dead?  Is it the pastor’s job to do all the things you thought you got hired to do.  Let some of that 
slide and watch the people in the church come up and say, “We are paying you to do this.”  No, those 
are the functions that the body of Christ is to carry on among itself.  The pastor’s function is to teach the 
word.  He is to give himself to the word and the doctrine.  As a pastor, his responsibility is to teach and 
preach sound doctrine.  It is to feed the congregation, to lead the congregation and to protect them in 
spiritual things.  Are you with me?  The first, the primary, the basic, the overriding purpose and ministry 
of a pastor is to labor in the word and doctrine.   
 
Now, that doesn't mean that he doesn't do the other things.  But, he doesn't do them because he is the 
pastor.  He does them because he is a believer.  And it is something that every believer is to do and that 
the body contributes to itself.  So, don’t think you are doing your job, if you are doing administrative 
things, and you are running around doing this that and the next thing and you are not giving time to that 
book.  When we get in 1 Timothy 4, you are going to see the issues of what it takes to be a good 
minister, a good pastor, a good teacher.  And you are going to find out that he doesn't mention visiting 
people at all.  
 
Now, I am not saying, “Don’t visit.”  Some preachers get the idea that they don’t have to visit anybody.  
Well, don’t be dumb about the thing.  Don’t go off the deep end and act like a brownie now.  Think about 
what you are talking about.  Don’t be a dummy.  Do you understand?  Somebody will say, “Well, I don’t 
have to do this.”  Well, okay but tell me something: you are going to care for the flock, right?  And here 
is a person in your flock that needs instructions.  You know there are a lot of people that are not going to 
get it all as you talk about it.  There are some people that you need to take by the hand and lead them.  
And there are some you need a crook to pull them back.  So, there is a personal involvement. 
 
And the reason we use the term, pastor, so often is because this term describes the relationship you 
have with people, and the personal involvement, and the care that you have back and forth.  And so 
there is that, but that is the result of the proper functioning of the body of Christ.  The pastor is called for 
the purpose of labouring in the word and in the doctrine, which will then motivate the body to function 
properly. 

 

Ephesians 4:12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: (Till) 

Ephesians 4:12  [The pastor-teachers are] For the perfecting of the saints, . . . 
 
That word perfecting is katartismos, and it’s the Greek word used in Mark 1:19 to describe the men 
mending their nets.  Does that help you to understand what perfecting in that passage means?  The 
mending of the nets - to bring the nets to the place where they work properly.  “The perfecting of the 
saints” - to bring the saints to the place where they are fully-functioning and properly working saints.  
Hey, that helps!  That’s expanding and explaining - not denying, not changing - and that’s legitimate.  
That’s just looking behind the word.  The word per-fect’ or per’-fect in the Bible, in the English language, 
can mean several things, so you look behind the word.  You get the English definition and then you can 
look behind that into the Greek language and find the definitions that fit, and you know where to go with 
it. 
 
The gifts were apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, and for the edifying of the body.  These are offices in the body of Christ whose 
purpose is to perfect the saints, and the key here is maturity—bringing the saints to maturity, to the 
proper functioning that they should have.  In verse 16, there is the same issue:  the edifying of itself in 
love. 
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Now pastors and teachers are for the accurate communication of sound doctrine, therefore the 
authoritative communication of sound doctrine.  Ephesians 4:11-12, Titus 2:15; 1 Timothy 4:15-16.  Do 
you understand what is going on? 
 
God has given you a book.  Then he has given you the indwelling ministry of the Holy Spirit to teach you.  
And that is all to help you learn God’s word.  How is he going to motivate you?  He motivates you by his 
word.  So he gives you all these assets that help you take in his word.  Number one, you have it in 
written form, preserved for you in your language to read.  Number two, you have God the Holy Spirit 
inside of you to teach it to you.  And you have the human instrument, the pastor and the teacher to 
come along and authoritatively and accurately teach you.   
 
The pastor and teacher can rebuke the adversary, and convince the mouth of the gainsaying, and get rid 
of heresy, and teach you truth positively and negatively.  You have people to be your teacher.  God 
ordained it, and established them and gave them positions to do that.   
 
Notice the pastor and the teacher, have a function – “the perfecting of the saints.”  Write down by that 
verse Mark 1:19.  That word “perfecting” is translated in Mark 1:19.  Jesus comes up there and he sees 
some fellows mending there net which is the same word, “perfecting” their nets.  
 
What do you do when you mend something?  Have you ever seen a cast net get a hole in it?  Do you 
know what you do with fishing net?  You catch fish.  Do you know what happens when it has a hole in it?  
It catches a fish like a basketball hoop catches a basketball.  And you will starve to death if you are trying 
to make a living that way.  What do you do when you mend it?  You repair it – you fix it so that it works 
right and is doing what it should be doing.   
 
That word is used in another verse.  Paul talks about “ye which are spiritual, restore such an one” 
(Galatians 6:1).  “Restore” is the same word – bring the person back to the place where they function 
and they operate properly.  That is what the word means.  You are to perfect them.  “Perfecting the 
saints” has to do with taking the saints and developing in them a capacity to do the work of the ministry.  
You are to develop, in the saints, the capacity to bring forth fruit and true holiness. 
 
Now, it has to do with bringing a saint and causing him not to operate on the basis of Genesis 3 – not to 
operate on the basis of worldly sorrow but to operate on the basis of godly sorrow.  He is not to operate 
on the basis of false repentance, but he is to operate on the basis of real repentance.  He is not to 
operate on the basis of false guilt but real guilt.  He is not to operate on the basis of religious 
externalism, but he is to operate on the basis of true holiness.  We have been over all this enough times.   
 
Take those five things.  If Adam and Eve were not going on sound doctrine, what do you need to teach 
people to do?  Teach them to know sound doctrine and have it firmly fixed in their understanding, and 
teach them to live on the basis of that sound doctrine.   
 
If they were not thankful and they were discontent, what do you want to do?  You want to be thankful 
and you want to be content with who you are in Christ.  You want to know who you are in Christ, and 
you want to know what God has made you, and you want to teach that to people and get it rooted in 
them.  And then you want to encourage and exhort people and teach them to be grateful, instead of a 
desire self-oriented life they have a Christ-oriented life.  Instead of the sinful emotional responses of fear 
and shame and rejection, they desire the godly responses of godly fear.  (Godly fear is respect for who 
God is.)   
 
Sin is an awful thing.  It is an awful thing in the life of a believer.  And you need to have godly fear, and 
that is what the bible calls it.  You need to have an ability to respect who God Almighty is and what God 
Almighty is.  And you should not take sin lightly.  It should be a serious thing.   
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You are not to fear God in a sense of being paralyzed with horror, but rather to respect who he is and 
appreciate who he is and desire to be in line with that.  It is godly confidence.  And godly sorrow is the 
issue.  And that of course will produce true repentance (rather than the defense mechanisms) giving you 
the ability to put off the old things and put on the new (true holiness, future correct behavior) and you 
bear fruit.  And so you are moving from the behavior of the old man to the behavior of the new man.   
 
Now in order to go through all of that and in order to be able to understand it, you need to understand 
man.  And you need to understand the nature of man.   
 
Mr. Stam has two books that I want you to own, and to study.  One is called True Spirituality.  You need 
to study through that book and you need to do it now.  The other book is Man – His Nature and Destiny.  
I am not going to give you a study course through these books, but I want you to study these books and 
do it now.  It is important.  Especially study True Spirituality.  If you want to, you can wait on the other 
one.  But it is imperative that you understand man. 
 
So I want to spend some time with you in the next three classes going over the anatomy of man – what 
he is like – his makeup.  And then what happened to him when he sinned.  And what happens to him 
when he gets saved, and how the perfection process works in the believer.  And then how the reversion 
process comes about.  And then how you can restore someone and rebuild that structure of doctrine. 
 
If you understand the mechanics of this you will understand the details of what your ministry is all about.  
And gentlemen you will never again look at preaching and teaching, or visiting in peoples homes, as just 
things that you go do.  You will never again look at it like I have to go preach Sunday so I have to get 
something to stand up there and talk about for 30 minutes.  You will never look at it that way again.  
When you understand what you are doing to people and what the maturation process and the perfecting 
process is all about, and how it is accomplished, you will look at things differently.  You will not look at 
visiting in people’s homes or in hospitals or wherever they are, as just an opportunity to go and hold a 
hand.   
 
You will begin to understand the ministry and what it is about.  You will know when you accomplished 
the ministry and when you have not.  And you will understand why you get the responses you get when 
you get them.  Now that is a big load.  And that is a big statement, but I understand those issues 
because I understand the anatomy, the makeup, the spiritual physiology of what is going on with man.  
So let’s talk about man. 
 
I have about six points concerning man that I want to give you.  And I am sure I will not get through all 
six in this lesson.  What is the three-fold makeup of a man?  It is body, soul, and spirit.  Look at 1 
Thessalonians 5:23 
 
The perfected saint produces the work of the ministry.  You do not have to run programs and things, but 
you produce a work.  The word grows, and it produces movement and growth, and you begin to identify 
God Almighty’s will.  You begin to identify what he desires and would have you to do, and what your 
place is in the body of Christ, and what your ministry is.  Paul was always conscious that what he was 
doing was God’s work, and not his work, as he exercised his ambassadorship.   
 
Study Romans 15.  We went through that passage rather quickly because we were running out of time.  
But you study Romans 15 where he talks about going here and there.  And you will see that he is 
conscious, as he moves around in his ministry, that it is God’s ministry, and God’s work, that he is 
performing.   
 
If you study 2 Corinthians 1, you will see Paul, as he moves around, is in essence saying, “Hey this stuff 
is not just my will and my doing, but this is God’s ministry and God’s doing.”   
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Now you understand, in the Acts period, God led Paul in a way that is different from the way he led after 
the close of the book of Acts.  At the close of the book of Acts, the gift of prophecy is over with.  Nobody 
today has visions over in Macedonia saying, “Come on over here and see me.”  But Paul had some of that 
in the book of Acts.  The program of operation, and the way God teaches, and the way God leads today, 
is Ephesians 4:11-12 not Acts 16.  Philippians 1:25 
 
He talks about the work of the ministry in Ephesians 4:12.  There is a work to be done.   
 
Ephesians 4:12 – “For the perfecting of the saints.”  The evangelist, the pastor and the teacher have a 
purpose.  Their purpose is the perfecting of the saints.  What is the perfecting of the saints for?  It is “for 
the work of the ministry.”  You see, the ministry (visitation, soul winning, and all the activity that goes on 
among itself) is to be done by perfected saints.  As a perfected saint, the pastor should be like everybody 
else, but he should be one with everybody else in it.  They should be one with him. 
 
Listen, nobody hires you.  Now, they are going to think differently. And, again, this is not something that 
you just butt your head against and say, “I won’t take that on my job description!”  Don’t be a dummy!  
Don’t quit caring about the people that you are ministering to just to blow off some steam and have your 
way.  Don’t go walking in the flesh and be dumb like they are, but be a leader.  Be a spiritual leader – 
care about them and see them as sheep without a shepherd.  Go be a shepherd to them and lead them 
where they should be – lead them to the pasture they should feed in and grow up spiritually and be 
spiritually minded people.  Be patient, gentle, and entreating. 
 
Do you see why Paul keeps telling you, “Preach the word.  Be instant in season and out of season.  
Reprove, rebuke, exhort, longsuffering.”  Every time he talks about your ministry it is be patient, keep at 
it, longsuffering.  Do you know why?  It is because of the reactions that you are going to get and the 
circumstances that you are going to face.  They aren’t just going to roll over and belly up and say, 
“Scratch me where I itch.”  It is going to take patience and work, and growth takes a long time.  It takes 
water and cultivating, and more water and cultivating, and weeding, and cropping up and all the rest.  
And it takes time because it is growth.  Look at Ephesians 4:15 
 
Let’s begin in Ephesians 4:11 – “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”  The easiest way to read verse 12 is just to read it like it 
stands.  The pastors, and teachers, and evangelists, and so forth are for the perfecting of the saints.  The 
perfected saints are for the work of the ministry.   
 
Do you see the commas there?  The work of the ministry is for the purpose of edifying the body of Christ.  
If you want the body of Christ to be edified and built up, it is going to be edified as you feed it.  It is not 
edified through multiplication.  It is edified through feeding, and nurturing, and perfecting.  The pastor 
and teacher perfects, feeds, the flock.  He perfects the saints, and then the work of the ministry is 
accomplished; and the result is that the edifying, the building up, of the body of Christ (the church at 
large) is accomplished.   
 
Now, it is very important that you understand “the perfecting of the saints”.  The purpose (goal, aim) of a 
pastor, or a teacher, or an evangelist, is the perfecting of the saints so the saints will go out and do the 
work of the ministry.  The issue in the local church, and the issue in the ministry, is going out and 
training leaders, training faithful men who will teach others also.  Do you remember when we started out 
talking about 2 Timothy 2:2? 
 
The word “perfecting” is from the Greek word “katartismos”, and it means “to mend a thing, to make it 
fit, to equip it, to put it in order.”  Literally it is the idea of putting it into working shape – getting the 
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thing working right.  The word is used in Mark 1:19, but it is translated a little differently, and it is used in 
a sense of illustrating what the word means.  Mark 1:19 
 Well, perfecting the saints is just that issue.  You are taking the saint, and you are causing him, and 
bringing him to the place where he works properly.  He works, and functions, and operates according to 
what God created him in Christ to do.  It has to do with challenging and equipping the congregation for 
the ministry that God equipped them to do.  So, gentlemen, if you will be perfected, if you yourself will 
gain the edification of your soul, then you will be able to discern what God has for you, what God put you 
in the body of Christ to do.  And you will be able to discern the will of God and the details of your life 
based on the edification of your soul.  That is the issue here.   
 
You perfect the saints and as you perfect the saints, you are developing the capacity and the motivation 
for the work of the ministry in their soul.  You are developing the growth in them, which will result in the 
work of the ministry.  There isn’t any way to grow without movement.  Do you understand that?   
 
Down south they used to sit out in the hot summer evenings by the cornfield, and say that they could 
hear the corn grow.  Did you ever hear corn grow?  It will pop; it sounds like popcorn going off out there.  
And we used to sit out in the evening and it was fun listening to it; it was an enjoyable thing.  There was 
about an eighty acre cornfield there, and we would sit there in the evening listening to the corn grow, 
literally.  (Now, you city slickers who never heard that missed half your life.  You need to know about 
that.)  You can hear it grow.  It just sort of shoots up; and of course when it is expanding, that is what 
causes the popping.   
 
Well, growth produces movement and action.  As you grow, the work of the ministry is produced 
naturally.  It is produced internally through the internal motivation of the Holy Spirit using the doctrine in 
your soul.   
 
Now, there are two ways to perfect a saint.  The local church is the training ground to equip the Christian 
to carry out his ministry.  The local church is a practical laboratory, and classroom to learn sound doctrine 
and then to learn to apply that sound doctrine to the details of your life.  It is to gain experience in the 
application of the doctrine as well as to learn the doctrine.  The pastor leads that church, and teaches 
that church, the doctrine of the scripture.  He leads them, and feeds them, and warns them, and helps 
them to grow.    
 
When my wife and I began to have kids, an old gentleman (a believer) told me that there are three 
things involved in raising kids that you never want to forget – love ‘em, learn ‘em, and lick ‘em.  And if 
you will learn them, you will teach them how to do the things that they ought to do.  You will give them 
confidence in themselves and what they know.  If you will love them, there will be a bond there through 
every problem, and everything that they will have to go through, and every experience.  And, if you’ll lick 
them and not let them do what’s wrong without paying the price, and if you’ll not let them do what is 
right without gaining the reward, you will help them to grow up. 
 
Well, the same thing is true of a local church and of a believer.  I thought about that in the last few 
weeks, about how easy and how well that applies to us as believers.  As a pastor, you want to learn 
them.  You want to teach your people, and you want to love your people, and you want to lick them.  
You want to rebuke them when they need it.  And, that is leading, feeding, warning, and carrying them 
on. 
 
There are two basics ways of doing it: 
 
1) Through the word of God: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
2) Through prayer: Colossians 4:12 
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the perfected saints are for the purpose of the work of the ministry.  The ministry’s purpose is to bring 
the body of Christ to edification, to its fullness.  By the way, the “body of Christ” is the most prominent, 
and appropriate term for the church of today.  It is the church, which is his body.  
 
In 1 Corinthians 12:27, Paul says to the Corinthians, “Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in 
particular.”  Now, the local church is not the body of Christ in its totality, but it is the local manifestation.  
It is the body of Christ manifested in that locality.   
 
In Ephesians 4, he is talking about the edification of the body of Christ, (the local church).  In fact, when 
you go through some of these passages, you can’t tell if he is talking about the body, in its universal 
application, or the local church, in its local application.  But one kind of goes into the other and back.   
 
Now, you are not going to edify somebody that is already dead and gone, are you?  Well, then, in 
Ephesians 4:12, he can’t be talking about the body of Christ in its totality, because the body of Christ is 
made up of people that are here on the earth (still living), and people that are dead and gone (in heaven 
with the Lord).  Aren’t people that are dead still members of the body of Christ?  Isn’t Paul a member of 
the body of Christ tonight?  Isn’t J.C. O’Hare a member of the body of Christ?  If you die tonight and go 
to be with the Lord, will you cease being a member of the body of Christ?   
 
They call it the triumphant church up there and the church militant down here.  It isn’t very militant 
today, but we are trying to make you guys militant.  I have people say to me, “Don’t be so militant!”  
Well, I want you guys to be militant.  We live in a day that if you are not militant for the truth, you will 
get run over by the devil with a steamroller.  You need to be militant.   
 
Billy Sunday used to say, “I’m gonna fight liquor till I don’t have a fist!  I’m gonna club it till I don’t have 
a fist, and then I’m gonna bite it, and bite it, and bite it until I don’t have any teeth, and then I’m gonna 
gum it until I die!”  And that is the way you should be with the devil and his crowd, and his philosophy, 
and his purpose, and everything else.  You want to burn out for the Lord and not rust out for the devil.  
And being militant is great. 
 
So, they talk about the church triumphant, which is the church that has gone on to glory.  And, the 
church that is militant is still fighting the battle down here.  That is the totality of the body of Christ – the 
universal church.   
 
In Ephesians 4:12, he is not talking about its universality, but he is talking about its manifestation on the 
earth – the earthly manifestation.  Whether it is in a single local church, or whether it is all of the local 
churches, (we talk about “the” church at large – all the saved people), as you carry on your function as a 
pastor and a teacher, you are going to perfect the saints under your charge.  Those perfected saints will 
go out and do the work of the ministry that God gives them to do, and as they go out and do the work of 
the ministry, they will evangelize other people and edify other people.  And as they do that in the church 
(not just your assembly) the affect will go out through the community and through the world into other 
places.  So, the first thing you do is edify your assembly.   
 
Now listen, there is always going to be a tendency and a desire to want promotion (you have it in you, it 
is part of who you were before you got saved).  In Jeremiah 45:5, he says, “And seekest thou great 
things for thyself? seek them not.”  Forget it!  You want to do what God wants done, don’t you?   
 
When God gives you a local church, focus on that local church.  Too many pastors with good equipment, 
(good potential), have lost the battle and never accomplished a thing by seeking promotion.  They do not 
accomplish anything by trying to start organizations, and groups, and big movements, and 
denominations, and all that kind of business.  And one of the most pitiful, senseless, useless, hilarious 
things that you will ever see is a guy running around the country trying to organize and promote a 
denomination and an association of churches in order to make his group look significant and big.   
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Remember this – If you want spiritual influence, then you get into a local church and you perfect the 
saints in that local church and they will go out and do the work of the ministry.  And that work of the 
ministry will give you spiritual influence.  Do you understand that?  If you want spiritual influence, that is 
how you get it!   
 
That is one of the reasons we haven’t let this class be made known to many people.  We have a number 
of students by video, but you don’t run around advertising it and carrying on.  Now, maybe someday we 
will advertise this school in the Search Light.  But one of the things that I have learned through the 
ministry is that if this class is going to be successful and work, and be something the Lord can use to 
produce some men for the ministry, it is not going to be because I jump up and down and say, “Hey, 
look at what I got!”  It is going to be because you guys become perfected and go out and do the work of 
the ministry.   
 
Do you remember when we started, I told you I was putting my neck on the line with you guys because 
when you teach somebody, they can invalidate your ministry, or they can validate it?  They can 
recommend it or not recommend it.  Well that is the way spiritual influence comes about, and if it doesn't 
come that way, it is not real.  When it comes time for you to be responsible to see that other men are 
promoted into positions of influence, you be sure that the people that you see promoted into positions of 
influence are people who have exercised and demonstrated real spiritual leadership.  Make sure they 
have produced a work of the ministry.   
 
You are promoting them, but not like they do in the public schools.  They know the guy is big enough 
and old enough, and it is going to be embarrassing if he is sitting with fourth graders.  But, even though 
he reads like a fourth grader, we are going to put him in the eleventh grade because of his age.  So, you 
have eleventh graders that read like fourth graders.  That is social promotion, and people do that 
spiritually.   
 
So, you be careful to be sure that the reason you give people (whether it’s a preacher or officers or 
people in the assembly) influence in your assembly and in other places is because they are producing the 
work of the ministry.  Let the ministry give them the influence.  And you remember that if you are going 
to have any spiritual influence, you have it because of that.  So, when you are doing the work of the 
ministry, you are doing the thing that is going to gain the spiritual influence and the power.   
 
The purpose is to teach people the word rightly divided so they will preach the right doctrine; and while 
preaching the right doctrine, they will fill up the body of Christ.  You perfect the saint, and that perfected 
saint goes out and does the work of the ministry.  You teach him to rightly divide the word, and you 
teach him to work under grace, and how to operate under grace, and how to perform and be motivated 
by grace, not trying to get something (blessings and things) from God, but because God has given him 
the things.  And let the grace of God labor in him.  Teach him to be motivated, and empowered, and 
sustained by God’s grace, by the doctrine that operates today, by the Spirit of God strengthening him in 
the inner man. 
 
We have talked about that so much.  If you even acted like you didn’t understand that, I would kick you 
in the nose!  But, teach him to work that way, and he’ll go out and teach others to rightly divide the 
word, and to operate by grace, and to be motivated by grace.  And the result of that will be the edifying 
of the body of Christ, and as the body of Christ is edified (Ephesians 4:13), then we all come into the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the son of God, unto a perfect man.  Then the unity, that is the 
goal of the perfecting, will come about.  It is important for you to remember that God is not calling any 
pastor or any teacher to develop programs and that kind of thing. 
 
Now, don’t misunderstand me about that.  There is a great deal you can learn from one another.  Let me 
give you an illustration using Alex Kurz.  Alex was in the air force, and he came back to the church.  He 
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sat there and began to learn, and grow, and have the doctrine formed in him.  He had a real heart for 
the things of the Lord.  As soon as he came to the church, the kids began to hang on to him.  My kids 
were head over heels in love with Alex.  And after a little while, he began to be motivated.  Nobody said 
anything to him.  Nobody went and said to him, “Brother, you should have a youth ministry.”  But, the 
doctrine began to work in him, and he was motivated to say, “Hey, I want to do something.  Look at 
these kids.”   
 
Now, we needed a youth ministry, and I was praying along with the other people in the congregation to 
give us a youth minister.  You ask, “Are there people here that would be right to do this?  Are there 
people here that not just want to do it but that would be right to do it?”  Well, pretty soon Alex 
developed a youth ministry, and he gathered together other people to help him.   
Now, the thing grows, but where does it come from?  It is an internally motivated thing.  And the thing 
keeps growing.   
 
Does that mean he can’t learn from anybody else?  It does not mean that.  Just recently he went down to 
Moody (in fact, I recommended that he go) to a guy that has a big youth ministry called Son Life.  It is a 
monstrous youth ministry (all over the country).  I told him to go down there, and I told him that he 
wouldn’t learn anything about doctrine, but there would probably be some techniques that he could pick 
up.  So, he went down and got a whole bunch of ideas about how to organize, and structure, and make 
this life that we have going in the assembly run more smoothly.  Do you see that? 
 
You can borrow brains, but you can’t borrow character.  When you are talking about doing the work of 
the ministry, you can’t borrow the edification of your soul that is going to motivate you to do it right, and 
educate you to do it right.  But, you can borrow the techniques.  You can find the brainwork, the 
knowledge, to help you do it properly.   
 
It does not mean that you don’t have structure.  You do have structure.  It does not mean that you don’t 
learn how to make the thing flow better.  You do learn how to make it flow better.   
 
Spiritual life has to be there; you can’t just command it.  The work of the ministry is produced by the 
perfected saints.  As the word saturates your soul, (or the souls of those people that listen to you) with 
the right environment, with the right thinking, and with the right motivation, it will produce growth.  And 
ministry will come as the natural result of spiritual growth.  As growth takes place, movement comes and 
so does increase, and then the body is edified. 
 
Now, the edification of the body, in the passage, focuses on the local church.  Ephesians 4-6 focuses on 
the issue of the body of Christ as it is on the earth.  And the body on the earth is made manifest in local 
groups of believers. 

 

Ephesians 4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ:  

Supernaturally, He imparted these gifts until the time when that perfect man came.  That perfect man is 
the same thing we find in 1 Corinthians 13:10:  “But when that which is perfect is come…”  
 
That is when we have the completion of the revelation, and the complete knowledge of the Son of God, 
the perfect man, the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.  It is when all the information God 
wanted made known was made known.  It was the completion of the revelation.  It was when the Word 
of God was complete, (Colossians 1:25). 
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There are those who take verse 13 and say “when that which is perfect is come” means heaven.  That is 
a typical Charismatic argument, and there are some believers who like to hang on to some of the gifts, 
such as, evangelists, pastors and teachers, as gifts.  We understand there is still a need for the function 
of those positions; however, it is not necessary for them to be given as a gift.  There is no need for them 
as a special, extra-Biblical calling that identifies you in this particular category.  When we have addressed 
some of the tactics of the adversary, you will understand why I am bringing this to your attention. 
 
Verse 13 is talking about the completion of the Word of God.  God is never satisfied to let you wait until 
you get to heaven to reach maturity.  That will not work any more in Ephesians 4:13 than it did in 1 
Corinthians 13.  If Ephesians 4:13 is heaven, (and the Rapture), then verse 14 is a mixed up mess; 
because He wants you to come into the unity of the faith and unto the perfect man in verse 13 so that 
you are no longer children. 
 
The goal of the edification, and the perfection, and the working is verse 13 – “Till we all come in the 
unity of the faith.”  In other words, the whole assembly is unified “in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ.” 
 
Now, there are three things there.  Number one, you come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God.  It is one thing – the unity of the oneness of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God.  That is the perfected saints coming together in oneness, in the oneness produced by the faith, 
(that doctrine which we believe) and the oneness that is produced by a knowledge, and understanding, 
and appreciation of what you have in Jesus Christ.  The perfected saints literally come together in the 
assembly, and they lay aside the tradition of their fathers.  They sit together in unity and in oneness (in 
the oneness of verses 4-6). 
 
How do unperfected saints sit together? 1 Corinthians 3:3.  But, the perfected saint will lay aside self-will.  
He will lay aside the traditions that he received from his fathers.  A Jew will come in and lay down his 
Judaism.  He lays down his law, and he lays down his circumcision.  Are you with me?  The Gentile lays 
down his baptism.  The Gentile comes in and he lays down his occultism.  He lays down his worship of 
Diana.  He lays down his idols and his idolatry and all of his religion.  He lays down all the traditions of 
his fathers. 
 
Do you want to see something precious?  Look at that woman in John 4:28-29, the Samaritan woman.  It 
says that after the conversation, she left her water pots and went and told them everything he told her.  
Do you know what that is?  That’s a picture of what you do, isn’t it?  That is a picture of what Paul said in 
Philippians 3:8.  He said, “I count all that stuff I used to have but dung.  I count it loss that I may win 
Christ.”  That is what he is talking about here.  You lay all that aside.  You just get rid of all that, and 
come together in the unity that we have in Christ. 
 
Now, you want to have that unity (in the local church), and if your local church is united, and my local 
church is united, and another local church is united, are we all going to be united together?  Well, we will 
all be united, won’t we?  And isn’t that being united together?  We might not all be hand-in-hand with 
one another, but we will be united. 
 
Last weekend, I was in a meeting in a church.  It was really a blessing for me to go into a local church 
where I was the first person who believed the grace message that ever preached there besides them.  
And they have been in the grace message for about five or six years.  Their pastor came to see it by 
reading one of Mr. Stam’s books, and he got more of them; and as he learned it, he taught it to his 
people, and they just slowly moved on.  Now, some of them fought him, but that made him study harder.   
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I sat with people and heard their testimonies about how they would fight this and that and resist the 
pastor about things.  But, he just kept saying, “Well, I don’t understand.  I don’t know, but that is what 
that verse says.”  And pretty soon the whole assembly came to see it.  There were 200 people there.  But 
you understand that not everyone is perfect in their level of understanding.   
 
But, this group of people was excited and effervescent about the preaching of the grace message.  And I 
preached as hard as I could on Saturday night, Sunday morning, and Sunday night.  I preached as hard 
as I could about the grace message, and they came up to me afterwards and said, “Praise God, it is 
wonderful to hear somebody preaching what our pastor preaches and what we believe here.”  And I said, 
“Glory, hallelujah.”  I didn’t tell them a thing they didn’t already know.  That was confirmation, and that 
did me good.  Well, is that unity?  That is unity, brother!  If you want division, teach something else, but 
that is real unity. 
 
You see, we don’t all have to be in the same organization.  Do you understand that?  We don’t have to 
start a para-church organization and say, “Now, let’s all go join so and so group or fellowship so that will 
make us one.”  No, we are really one.  That is real unity, and that is the goal – perfected saints.  1 
Corinthians 1:10 
 
Ephesians 4:13 – the goal of the pastor is to perfect the saints.  The perfected saints do the work of the 
ministry and that edifies the assembly, the body of Christ, and that edification of the body is for the 
purpose of uniting us and making us one.  “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ.”  It is laying aside the traditions, and sitting together in the oneness that we have in Christ. 
 
A local church that is mature, and working, and serving will be united.  It doesn't mean that there won’t 
be some problems, but what will you do with the problems?  You would handle them like mature saints, 
won’t you?  It said “mending” them, and that is fixing problems, isn’t it?  
 
Ephesians 4:13 – “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto 
a perfect man.”  Here is the second thing that you come unto – a perfect, full-grown, fully mature man, 
and then you have a fully edified body of believers. 
 
Turn to Philippians 1.  Do you want to see how to pray for mature saints?  I preached a message not too 
long ago titled “How to Pray for Mature Saints”.  Well, here is the passage –  Philippians 1:8-11. 
 
Ephesians 4:13 – “… unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.”  Please notice that the 
fulness of Christ is the measure of the perfect man.  How do you measure maturity?  How do you 
measure perfection?  What is the goal to which the whole thing is going?  It is the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ.  The fulness of Christ is the standard.  It is the measure of maturity.   
Turn to Galatians 4:19. 
 
The pastor perfects the saint, and he is brought to maturity.  Then the saint goes out and does the work 
of the ministry.  The ministry edifies the body of Christ, and that edified body of believers demonstrates 
and comes together in the unity of the faith.  They sit together in the oneness that they have in Christ 
and they have that maturity, that abounding agapē love.  They think, and operate, and act with the 
mentality that they get from God.  They think like God thinks.  They are not God, but they think like him 
because Christ dwells in them, and the standard by which the thing is measured is Christ.   
 
That is high ground for a local church, do you know that?  Paul is asking, “Do you see this wonderful 
calling that you have in Christ (chapters 1-3)?  Do you see all this fantastic mystery truth?”  Hey, this 
stuff is supposed to be made tangible and real to people.  They are supposed to see the fellowship of the 
mystery – that stuff working and living in us.  
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The local church is a wonderful display of the life of Christ in his body.  It will start in the local church 
with the pastor perfecting the saints and the saints doing the work of the ministry.  It starts with the 
body being edified, the unity and the maturity and the standard of the fulness of Christ being 
exemplified; and as that happens, his life is demonstrated.  Then, the influence goes out to gather other 
people, and the church, the unity, moves out from that assembly. 
 
Do you want to promote unity in the body of Christ?  Well that is how you do it.  You don’t go over here 
and take somebody who is opposed in error and say, “Well, let’s not talk about it anymore.”   
Just the other night a guy said, “I think you need to take on the responsibility of promoting unity.”  I 
said, “I do.”  He said, “No, I mean you need to come and preach at this organization to show that they 
are really not so bad.”  I said, “But they are.”  He said, “Yeah, but you could promote unity!”  I said, 
“But, I am.” 
 
He never did grab it.  I talked with him about twenty minutes, and he never did get it.  But, that is how 
you promote unity.  Don’t forget that.  When you oppose bad doctrine, you are promoting the unity, 
aren’t you?  When you get that assembly together and you edify it, and perfect it, and you move the 
unworthy, and you put off the old and put on the new, that is promoting unity. 

 

 

Ephesians 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of 
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;  

Notice the phrase “carried about with every wind of doctrine.”  There are contrary doctrines that the 
Satanic policy of evil throws out.  In I Timothy 4:1, for example, the enemy tries to thwart the edification 
process. 
 
That doctrine floats by and the old man sucks it in and says, “I’ll have a little of that.”  And an involuntary 
vacuum begins.   Here are some examples of human viewpoint: evolution, materialism, hedonism, 
imperialism, pessimism, socialism, communism, philosophy, science, tradition, religion, etc.  And the old 
man just sucks in those doctrines.  Do you know why unsaved people just cannot seem to get enough of 
those things?  Those doctrines are sucked into their minds.  Legalism is the performance system based 
on the false doctrine.   
 
Then there are mental attitude sins: arrogance, envy, jealousy, vindictiveness, frustration, guilt 
complexes, fear, isolation, worry, anxiety, subjectivity, discouragement, depression, implacability, etc.  
These mental attitude sins are sucked into their minds.  Being negative toward the doctrine produces that 
suction that sucks all that garbage into their minds.  Emphasis on the details of life is total and complete 
preoccupation with “you” – yourself.   
 
Unsaved people walk in the “vanity of their mind.”  There is a whole system in the world, all kinds of 
doctrine floating around out there.  Who is the author of that doctrine?  Satan is the author of that 
doctrine.  It is all designed to promote Satan’s policy of evil.  The old sin nature authors that false 
doctrine, and it walks according to the course of this world.  It authors things that are in complete line 
and harmony with Satan’s program, and it promotes Satan’s program.   
 
And just like an unsaved man can suck that doctrine in, a believer can also suck it in.  People become 
negative toward sound doctrine and in comes all that false doctrine.  Your mind is constantly being 
bombarded, and the only safety in keeping that false doctrine out of your mind is to be positive toward 
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sound doctrine.  You exercise your will to choose the sound doctrine and nothing else.  Continuing in 
Ephesians 4:18: 
 
In verse 14, the opposition is very clever, therefore, we need to cooperate together.  We need each 
person to contribute his part and work together as a unified whole – diversity but united together.  Unity 
amid the diversity, or you can say diversity amid unity.  That is the issue here. 
 
Turn to Ephesians 4:14 and notice the blessings of perfection.  There are seven of them listed here.  
Notice the blessings when you perfect the saints.  The perfected saints do the work of the ministry, the 
body is edified and unified, and the fulness of Christ is manifested.   
 
Verse 14 – “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: from whom 
the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in 
love.”   
 
There are seven things there that are the blessings of perfection and maturity.   
 
You are no more children.  There is maturity as opposed to being unskilled.  A child is somebody that is 
unskilled in something.  
 
1 Corinthians 14:20 – “Be no more children.”  Don’t be unskilled, but be men. 
Hebrews 5:12-14 – “a babe is unskilled in the word of righteousness “. 
1 Corinthians 3:1-3 – “envy, strife, division, malice” is being like a child.   
 
 He said, “You are no more children.”  One of the blessings of perfection is that you grow up. 
 
You are no longer tossed to and fro.  You are established in the faith, and, and you are not easily shifted 
back and forth.  You are not unstable like a double-minded man that is unstable in all his ways (James 
1:8).  You are stabilized and established in the faith.  You are not tossed here and tossed there. 
 
You are not carried about by every wind of doctrine.  You are not easily tricked by the teachings of the 
prince of the power of the air (wind of the doctrine).  Write down, in your bible, beside Ephesians 4:14 
Ephesians 2:2 – “the prince of the power of the air”, and that is where the wind comes from.  It is a 
reference to the evil teachings of the prince of the power of the air. 
 
1 Timothy 4:1 – he tries to seduce you. 
1 Corinthians 9:27 – he tries to make shipwreck of the faith. 
Colossians 2:7 – you are rooted and grounded in the truth.  You are rooted and grounded in it, and you 
are not picked up and carried away by the wind.  Did you ever see a tree that didn’t have roots?  A big 
wind comes along and blows it right over.  But, a tree that has big roots that go down in the ground (tap 
roots that sink deep) does not blow over.  It might snap off when the wind blows, but it will not blow 
over.  Roots go down and hold you, so you are not tossed to and fro.  “Carried about with every wind of 
doctrine” – you are not easily seduced and shifted.  
 
“By the sleight of men” is a wonderful expression.  The Greek word for the “sleight of men” is a con man.  
It is a dice game where he uses trickery and card tricks and that kind of thing.  It is like saying that you 
are playing with loaded dice where it looks one way, but it isn’t.  And it is referring to religious 
cleverness. 
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“Cunning craftiness” is just trickery.  Ephesians 6:11, he talks about the “wiles of devil”, the tricks of the 
devil, and that is it.  It is the crafty strategy of Satan to try to overthrow you.  He says, “Hey, we are not 
carried about by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.”  That is 
freedom from deception.   
 
Do you know what maturity does?  It allows you not to be tricked by the sleight of hand and the sly tricks 
that Satan uses to fool you into not seeing what is real.  You see, Satan wants to come against you and 
try to fool you into believing that what is real (the position that you have in Christ) is not really real.   
 
Isn’t that what a con man does?  He tries to fool you into thinking that something is real when it isn’t.  
He puts the pea under the shell, and he moves them all around and tries to make you believe that the 
pea is where it really is not.   
 
Well, that is what Satan does with you.  He tries to cause you to believe that the position, and the things 
that you have in Christ, and the demonstration and the surety of God’s love for you and God’s value and 
esteem for you is not real.  He wants you to concentrate on your circumstances causing you not to base 
your viewpoint on the doctrine resident in you, but on the circumstances out there.  And he wants to get 
your mind (mentality) in the wrong place, (the battle is won in your mind, the renewing of your mind).  
He wants to get you to look at circumstances and try to judge and evaluate and tie the love of God to 
circumstances rather than to the cross because of the doctrine that is in you, you tie it to the cross.  
What does he do?  He tricks you into not standing in your position in Christ, but standing in something 
else. 
 
But Paul says, “Hey, perfected saints have freedom from that deception.  They are able to discern the 
truth from the error, and they are not deceived into believing those things.”  You cannot deceive a 
believer who is grounded in the doctrine given to Paul.  In order to go into apostacy, in order to go into 
instability, in order to go into deception, you and everyone else has to depart from Paul’s doctrine.  That 
is how important Pauline truth is. 
 
Ephesians 4:14 – “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.”   
 
The sleight of men, and cunning craftiness has to do with trickery.  It has to do with the schemes, and 
the crafty strategies, and the methods that Satan uses.  It is interesting to me, and it always has been, 
that for all of Satan’s power and his wisdom and his ability, he has to resort to tricks to beat you.   
 
Now, why is that?  Why couldn’t he just come in with his power and whack you down?  He can’t 
overcome you!  I hope you get this point!  He can’t beat you, so he tries to get you to beat yourself!  Do 
you see that?  He can’t come in and overtake you.  He can’t come in and condemn you.  He can’t come in 
and affect you at all, so he tries to trick you into not taking advantage of the resources that are yours.  
He causes you to defeat yourself.  The essence of a trick is to make what “is” appear not to be and to 
make what “is not” appear to be.  The essence of a trick is to take something that is not true and make it 
appear to be true. 
 
A guy comes over and flips a quarter and does all this stuff to it and it disappears.  Well, did it really 
disappear?  No he just shot it over into this hand when you weren’t looking.  He tricked you.  Then he 
goes over and pulls it out of your ear and everybody screams.  Well, did it really come out of your ear?  
No! 
 
Well, Satan wants to cause the things that are real (things you cannot see – doctrine, spiritual things) to 
appear as if they are not real.  Paul says, “We don’t look at the things that are seen but of the things that 
are not seen.”  Satan tries to cause you not to walk by faith.  He tries to cause you to doubt what is real.  
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He tries to get you to accept physical circumstance of things going on around you as being real.  Isn’t 
that right?  He tries to trick you.   
 
But God says, “That isn’t the real thing, this is the real thing – what you have in Christ”.   
 
Study Joshua 9:4 and along with the whole chapter, and you will see an illustration (a tremendous 
example) of some people being tricked.  They finally have the judgment of God come on them because 
they did not seek the counsel of the Lord.  That is an illustration of being tricked into departing from the 
word of God and relying on human viewpoint. 
 
Then study Numbers 25:18 along chapters 22 to 25, (the story of Balaam).  You will see an illustration 
where Balaam could not touch Israel.  God would not let him do a thing to them.  So, Balaam taught 
some people how to teach a doctrine to Israel (Revelation 2:14 – the doctrine of Balaam) that corrupted 
them, so that they could not stand in the position God gave them, and thus they caused themselves to 
fall. 
 
Now those are two Old Testament examples where the word “wiles” is used to illustrate what the word 
means.  They illustrate how Satan can’t overwhelm you with his power, but he tries to fool you with a 
trick.   
     

 

Ephesians 4:15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in 
all things, which is the head, even Christ:  

There is a constant growing process in progressive sanctification.  And this process is carried on, on the 
basis of grace motivation – the empowerment of God in your life to carry you up that scale progressively 
bringing more and more until your walk and the details or your life (whether it’s your thought life or your 
outward behavior) line up with what God is doing.   
 
And that empowerment for your ambassadorship and your service enables you to walk according to the 
position that you have in Christ more and more.  And the empowerment of that is the Spirit of God – he 
is the power.  And the process whereby you gain the application and the flowing of his power is through 
the word of God.   
 
The method the Lord has given for the body of Christ to enable us to grow to perfection (to identify sin in 
our life, to identify the things that are unworthy and to appropriately replace those sinful things thoughts 
and deeds with proper godly behavior and attitudes) is important to you.  You need to understand how 
God has enabled you to put off the old man and put on the new man.  That is progressive sanctification 
and it is critically important in your walk. 
 
That is the issue in your ambassadorship.  I am using the issue of grace motivation, and empowerment 
together now.  How is it that God enables you to grow?  He does it through the word.  Look at a verse 
that deals with the process, the methodology that God uses for us today.  There are different 
methodologies in different ages and different dispensations for different people.  I talked with you last 
time how in the ages to come God will plug Israel directly in.  We do not have a direct plug-in today.  
Ours is indirect.  You have to remember that and you want to function on the basis of what is true today.   
 
So often because people do not rightly divide the word, you see people go back into the gospel accounts 
(which look forward to the kingdom) or they go back into the Old Testament (where they can see the fire 
literally fall) and they say, “That is what we want today.”   
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Look at Ephesians 4:15 – “But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the 
head.”  That is it!  It is growing, and that is what you are doing.  So that is why it takes patience.  And 
that is why you can’t afford to get in the flesh and let all of the emotions and the reactions that the old 
sin nature authors and produces control you, whether it is pride, or arrogance, or laziness, or unconcern.   
 
I remember reading a book, and the author was talking about a lady who came to church and she said, 
“I’m mad at you preacher!”  He said, “Why?”  She said, “I was sick in the hospital, and you didn’t come 
and see me!” 
 
Now, I don’t know if you ever had that happen to you, but I have.  It is going to happen to you, I 
guarantee you.  And you feel like a real dirty dog when that happens to you.  And that is what they want 
you to feel like.  They want to feel really small because they are mad at you. 
Well, should they be mad at you, or should they be appreciative of you?  Well, they should appreciate 
you.  That is what the verse says in 1 Thessalonians 5:13. 
 
If the guy is on the golf course, forget it, don’t esteem him, but if he is working in the right thing, then 
esteem him. 
 
Anyway, he said to the lady, “Did you have any doctors attend you.”  She said, “Yes, I had five 
specialists”.  He said, “Well, tell me did those specialists just happen to come in and see you, or did you 
send for them?”  She said, “We sent for every one of them, and at great expense, I want you to know.”  
He said, “Well, you know if you would have sent for me, I would have probably come too.”  Do you 
understand the point?  He’s not a mind reader. 
 
But people are not going to give you that privilege sometimes, but just be patient would you?  Find out 
what it is God gave you to do, and do it with a loving heart for them with the goal of their edification, 
and for meat sake don’t destroy that.   
 
Ephesians 4:15 says, “But speaking the truth in love.”  Do you know what maturity gives you?  It gives 
you the ability to do that.  Perfection will allow you to speak the truth in love.   
 
Mr. Stam calls that verse “the essence of tact”, and that is a fact.  Sound doctrine produces the proper 
motivation to correct behavior, and that is the issue.  You speak the truth in love.  The sound doctrine 
motivates you to speak the truth. 
 
“… may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ.”  That is consistent growth in 
spiritual things.  It is a never-ending process.  When you get maturity then you can abound in love also. 
 

 

Ephesians 4:16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in love.  

Each member of the body of Christ has a contribution to make, and by grace, the believer has been 
equipped for a special ministry—for a special contribution to the functioning of the body.  You have to 
mature—be brought to maturity—so you can properly function.  We have talked about this over and over.  
You have to be brought to maturity.   
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That is the reason that you have to follow that Pauline design for the edification of the believer, to bring 
him to maturity so that he is a perfected, mature believer, so he can function properly.  That is the 
reason that we are going over the design there in the book of Romans.  That is the basis for our 
curriculum—to go through it so that you can reach the point of maturity, so that you can properly 
function.  And the gifts in Ephesians 4 are for that purpose. 
 
Then you come to 1 Corinthians 12-14; and these three chapters deal with the manifestation gifts.  The 
Corinthians are abusing the gifts.  1 Corinthians 12:7. 
 
In verse 16 he says, “From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which 
every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of 
the body unto the edifying of itself in love.”  The idea is that each individual part has a different function.  
There is a great diversity.  We are not all the same people; we do not all have the same function; we do 
not all do the same thing.  We do not all have the same ministry.  There is a tremendous diversity among 
us, is there not?  And yet there is a common oneness, is there not?  There is unity and yet there is 
diversity. 
 
Now, some people never want to recognize the unity.  They always want to keep things divided.  But 
some people never want to recognize the diversity.  They want everybody to be the same.  They want 
one monolithic head, whether it is the local church, or a small group, or a denomination, they want one 
mission or whatever.  And they will stifle the diverse ministries of the individual groups and members.  
You want the unity, but you want unified diversity.  You see, this diversity, in verse 7 and following, 
actually promotes the unity; because as each diverse element, (member of the body), does his job what 
happens to the whole body?  It is made one, and it functions properly and it is built up. 
 
I went down into chapter 4 in that way, because I am trying to point out to you that beginning in chapter 
4 he moves out of that prayer that he prays for you in chapter 3.  You comprehended it.  And he says, 
“Now I want you to grasp it and I want this love of Christ, this understanding of this position up here, to 
take root in your life.  I want it to begin to motivate you down here.”  
 
And in the rest of the book he is going to deal with the issue of how that sonship position is to manifest 
itself through the local church.   
 
Ephesians 4:16 – “From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every 
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in love.”   
 
The body of Christ edifies itself through the perfected saints doing the work of the ministry, doing the 
thing God put them in the body to do, and contributing what God put them in the body to contribute.  
That is the only proper path to church growth.  There are a lot of tools that you could use, but that is the 
only proper path.  That is the only proper motivation and mechanism for church growth.   
 
If you are going to have an evangelistic campaign, you should have it because there is a motivation in 
your congregation to reach out to the lost.  You do not have it just to be having it.  If you are going to 
have a bible conference, you should have it in order to share with other people the thing that you are 
enjoying here.  That is the motivation – to share with others that which you have in evidence in your life 
and in your midst.  Isn’t that the way you, as a believer, function?  You want to share with others what 
you have in Christ, and your assembly has things they want to share with others.  Do you see how that 
works?   
 
Then there is that wonderful oneness and harmony of body life that is manifest in the local church in 
verse 16.  “From whom (the origin of our life is from Christ) the whole body fitly joined together and 

tw://bible.*/?id=49.4.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.12.7|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.4.16|_AUTODETECT_|


compacted.”  They are properly put together and then compacted, and held firmly knit together “by that 
which every joint supplieth.”  You see, the channel of that life is what “every joint supplieth”.  When we 
are united and functioning in all of its parts, then the local church is the most powerful impact on earth.  
I hope you believe that.   
 
The most powerful thing on the earth is a local church functioning fully in all of its parts, all of its 
members.  Each member has a function, a ministry, a job, a part to contribute; and a healthy working 
body is a united body, and it is the most powerful entity on the face of this planet.   
 
And the goal of it all, “maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.”  The goal of every 
believer should be to allow the Holy Spirit to conform him to the image of Christ.  You see, the Holy Spirit 
wants to display the attributes of Christ through each believer.  Through every believer, he wants to put 
on living display the attributes of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
In other words, he wants to touch other lives within each believer’s sphere of influence, within each 
believer’s frame of influence.  God wants to touch the lives of those people, (that you are influential 
with), with his love and his peace and his joy.  And he will do it through you taking that life in Ephesians 
4:16 – it is a corporate unity, a corporate working that will enhance and strengthen the individual’s 
ministry.  
 
And it is that working together of the body that enhances you as an individual and your performance of 
your responsibilities, but it also strengthens you and gives you a support system in which to be 
strengthened and to have your ministry expanded to its fullest.  And that is what God desires the local 
church to be like.  That is walking worthy of the calling and the vocation that we have in Christ. 
 
And from here on out in Ephesians, he is demonstrating how this wonderful position that we have in the 
heavenlies and this program that he has for the body of Christ, is demonstrated on the planet right now.  
So that even under the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, they might have a living 
testimony and a living witness before them of God’s manifold wisdom and his grace.   

 

The New Life 

4:17-32 walk not as other Gentiles 

Ephesians 4:17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye 
henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,  

They just go on like a bunch of hogs after the flesh.  Your flesh is a hog.  It will work uncleanness with 
greediness.  It never gets enough.  It all starts out with the vanity of their mind.  That is, there is 
emptiness.  The word simply means a vacuum.  They throw out the truth of God, they don’t want it, and 
it results in a vacuum where it was.  That vacuum sucks in things around him.  A real vacuum can’t exist, 
because it just sucks stuff in.  Those things result in his understanding being darkened.  It results in the 
blindness of his heart.  That is a black-out in a man’s soul—no light down inside. 
 
Ephesians 4:17  This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other 
Gentiles walk, [How do they walk?] in the vanity of their mind, [What does that remind you of?  “they 
became vain in their imaginations.”] 
18  Having the understanding darkened, [“their foolish heart was darkened”] being alienated from the life 
of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: [“professing 
themselves to be wise they became fools”] 
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19  Who being past feeling have given themselves over [They gave themselves over.] unto 
lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 

 
Lasciviousness means excessive passion, pushing passion to the limit, and lust to the limit; wantonness.   
 
“to work all uncleanness with greediness.”  Your flesh is a hog.  It’s going to work uncleanness with 
greediness.  It’s going to get all of it that it can.  (hog sounds)  A hog digs everywhere, and will root 
around anywhere it can find to do it.  That’s a perfect illustration of your flesh.  Do you see the 
progression there?  Just like in Romans 1.  Verse 19 will compare with Romans 1:25 to 32. 
 
What does it mean to be alienated from the life of God?  Would you call that being dead?  To “be dead” 
means “to be cut off from God.”  It means to be alienated from the life of God Almighty.   
How can your mind be cut off?  Well 1 Corinthians 2:14 helps you to understand that: “But the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.”  The Spirit of God sends out information through the word 
of God and the unsaved man does not get it.  He does not receive it.  It does not penetrate.  It is like me 
talking to my dog about how to run the computer.   
 
We were sitting there at the computer the other night and my sons and I were talking about how to 
operate it and experimenting with the printer.  We were making pictures and signs for the boys.  And the 
dog comes up and puts his head in my lap.  And I could pet his head but I could not teach him how to 
run the computer.  The dog cannot do it because he is separated and dead (spiritually) to human beings.  
His spirit cannot communicate with my spirit.   
 
And the unsaved man’s spirit is cut off from God Almighty and it is alienated and does not receive the 
things of the spirit of God.  “They are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned.”  And the unsaved man’s spirit is not getting it.   
 
It is getting something though.  Look at Ephesians 4:17: “that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles 
walk, in the vanity of their mind”.  That is a reference to the perception.  It is empty, useless, vain 
thinking.  Do you remember Romans 1:22: “Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.”  Verse 
21: “but became vain in their imaginations.”  That is empty thinking.  These people have defiled minds.  
The mind is said to be “defiled” in Titus 1:15.  It is dead and it is defiled.  It is vain.  Ephesians 2:2 
 
That maturation process can run into obstacles.  There is the problem of reversionism, and it is 
demonstrated and illustrated in one short passage, which to me is one of the most fascinating passages 
in all the book of Ephesians.  “This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as 
other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind” (Ephesians 4:17).  He is talking about the body of Christ 
edifying itself and building itself up.  Notice he is talking to the Ephesians – the local church at Ephesus – 
to the saints – members of the body of Christ.  
 
Do you remember those four assets that God gave to ensure that edification is accomplished in the 
believer’s life?   
 
1. He gave you the written word of God. 
2. He gave you the indwelling Holy Spirit to be your teacher and to illuminate you about the doctrine and 
information – to cause you to understand it. 
3. He gave you pastors and teachers for the authoritative and accurate communication of the doctrine. 
4. He gave you the local church as a classroom and a laboratory to learn the practice and the 
responsibilities of the application of grace to the details of your life. 
 
Those assets are tremendously important.  Those four things are what your ministry (as a pastor and a 
teacher) is all about.  And those four things are absolutely equally important in the life of believers.   
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That is why the pastor and the teacher (doing his job of providing the edification) is critical.  That is why 
the local church is so critical in the lives of believers.  The body of Christ builds itself and edifies itself by 
taking the assets God has given them, and applying them.   
 
He says “I say therefore, [because of that] and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth [from now on, 
believers] walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding 
darkened” (Ephesians 4:17,18).  How do the “other Gentiles” walk?  Do they walk in belief or unbelief?  
He is talking about unsaved people.  He says, “Do not let your habitual manner of life (your walk) be like 
the unsaved.   
 
What does that tell you?  If he tells you not to do it, does that mean it is possible to do it?  He is saying 
Do not revert back to the old days.  As a believer, do not revert back to those other days.  Do not go 
back to the way you used to walk.  Do not live and walk and operate like an unsaved person.  That is 
reversionism: reverting back to the old manner of functioning – being the reverse of who you really are – 
failing to appreciate what God has made you, and the provisions that he has given you. 
 
Now notice what Paul says in Ephesians 4:17-19 about how unsaved people walk.  He says, “This is how 
a believer in reversion walks.”  Well we are looking at the mechanics.  You get in your car and turn it on 
and say, “It’s backfiring.  It will not go.  It does not have any power.”  But what does a mechanic say?  
He says, “The points are not working.  The spark plug wires are bad.  The valves need grinding.”  He 
looks more at the mechanical aspect. 
 
If you understand what mechanics are wrong in a person’s life, you can understand how to fix the 
problems.  “Walk not as other Gentiles walk” (Ephesians 4:17,18): 
 
“In the vanity of their mind.” 
“Having the understanding darkened.” 
“Being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of 
their heart.”  
 
Notice the first thing he talks about – they walk in the “vanity of their mind.”  When a believer becomes 
negative toward the truth of God’s word and he does what Eve did, he is not walking on sound doctrine.  
And you become negative toward the doctrine that you should be positive toward.  The results (1,2, and 
3 above) follow.  
  
And the first thing is the “vanity of their mind.”  That word “vanity” is a very interesting word.  The word 
“vanity” means “nothing, emptiness.”  The Greek word is “mataiotes” and it means exactly what the 
English word means.  It means “nothingness, vain, empty.”  When Paul is talking about the “vanity of 
their mind,” he is describing something that happens to people when they become negative toward the 
doctrine.   
 
Man has a spirit, body, and soul.  The man hears the word of God and it goes into his mind.  And his will 
(the function of his soul) takes that information and stores it in his soul.  And that edifice of sound 
doctrine is built up in his soul, if it is built properly.  The information is made a part of him and is stored 
in his soul.   
 
 
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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So the physical body dies physically when it is separated from its soul and spirit.  In other words, it is 
functional death.  It is physical death where it no longer operates when the soul and the spirit leave.   
 
So the spirit and soul and body are not the same.  That is my point to you.  You have to understand that 
when dealing with people.  You have to know how to deal with the body, and how to deal with the spirit, 
and how to deal with the soul.  And if you miss one of those things, you miss the whole thing.  
 
Point number three, the basic issue of the spirit, the spirit allows you to be God-conscious.   
 
Each one of those (spirit, soul, and body) has a specific realm of consciousness:   
 
The spirit allows you to be God-conscious.   
The soul allows you to be self-conscious.   
The body allows you to be world-conscious. 
 
The spirit allows you to be God-conscious.  Roman 1:9, Romans 8:16, John 4:24 
 
You have the spirit of a man in you.  And we will talk about that shortly.  Every man has this same type 
of spirit in him.  You have your soul, and there is not anybody else that has your soul.  Your body makes 
you world conscious.  You can share your body with a bunch of other people and it is not going to hurt 

anything.  They can cut your heart out and sew it in somebody else, or your liver, or your kidneys, and it 
is not going to hurt a thing.  It is perfectly fine to share your body.   
 
Now, the spirit is God-conscious, the soul is self-conscious, (you as an individual) and the body is world-
conscious.  That is where those consciousnesses come from in you.  
 
We need to talk a little bit about the essence of the spirit, and the essence of the soul, and the essence 

of the body.  And you know what the essence of the body is, but the essence of the other two are a little 
trickier.  The essence of a body is pretty obvious, but let’s start with the spirit. 
 
There is a verse you need to master about the spirit: “For what man knoweth the things of a man, save 
the spirit of man which is in him?  even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God” (1 
Corinthians 2:11).  Do you see the emphasis about no man knowing the things of a man save the spirit of 
man which is in him?   
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Your spirit is called your mind.  Your spirit possesses a mental capacity to know.  He says in 1Cor.10-12:  
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Now let’s say this man becomes negative toward the doctrine.  He does not want the sound doctrine 
from the word of God.  So there is a vanity, a vacuum (emptiness) created in his mind.  Do you know 
what happens when you have a vacuum?  It is like drinking a soda with a straw.  You create a vacuum by 
using the straw.  Well there is all this false doctrine in the world and this empty mind sucks in the false 
doctrine.   
 
A vain and empty mind operating on the principle of “walking in the vanity of their mind” is talking about 
that suction that develops in the mind.  When you begin to be negative toward sound doctrine there is a 
suction in the mind, and it begins to suck in false doctrine: human viewpoint, mental attitude sins, 
legalism, emphasis on the details of life.  Look back in Ephesians 4:14 
 
He is saying, “Don’t be a believer that walks like an unbeliever.”  He is going to describe to you what 
reversionism is here.  He is going to describe what it is like to walk like an unbeliever.   
 
He is beginning “the walk” section.  In verse 17, he says, “walk not as other Gentiles.”  
 
Ephesians 5:2 – “Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us.” 
Ephesians 5:8 – “Walk as children of light.” 
Ephesians 5:15 – “Walk circumspectly.” 
 
He is now dealing with the issue of the walk of the believer.  We would probably say “lifestyle” today, 
instead of walk.  A walk is to make progressive, steady consistent progress through life.  You understand 
what “walk” means.  You just go through life.  It is how you get from one place to another.  It is the 
consistent progress that you are making through life.  It is talking about living; it is talking about your 
lifestyle. 
 
And he says, “I beseech you, that your lifestyle would be worthy of this calling that you have.”  He says, 
“I beseech you, brethren.”  Once again, the issue is grace motivation.  It compares with Romans 12:1, “I 
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God.” 
 
We will begin in Ephesians 4:17 in this lesson.  We have gone through the first 16 verses, and we have 
seen the worthy walk that the believer is to have and how we participate together as members of the 
body of Christ.  We saw the unity – that united walk, that oneness walk that is ours. 
 
Now, Paul begins with a different topic. 
   
“This I say therefore, (In other words, based upon the fact of who we are in Christ and how we are to 
live as members of the body) and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, 
in the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God 
through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: Who being past feeling 
have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.  But ye have 
not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in 
Jesus:  
That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”  (Ephesians 4:17-24) 
 
That is a long passage to read, but it is really just two sentences.   
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I told you before that, to me, this particular passage is the most fascinating passage in the book of 
Ephesians.  You will always have some things that are more fascinating to you than others.  And it seems 
to me that the book I am studying is always my most favorite book at the time.  But, this passage has 
always fascinated me because of the things that it describes, and it does so with regard to what is going 
on in the anatomy and the physiology (spiritually speaking) of the believer and the unbeliever.   
 
Ephesians 4:17 – “This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other 
Gentiles walk.”  In other words, you have been called out from that other group and into a smaller group 
called “The Church, the body of Christ”.  You are not like other Gentiles; you are different.  You are part 
of the body of Christ. 
 
Now, the way Gentiles (unsaved people) walk, the way the nations walk, the way the world walks, the 
way the natural man walks is described in the passage.  He is saying, “You are not to walk that way.”  It 
is the ruination of the Christian life to walk like an unsaved person, although it is possible.  It is totally 
possible for a believer to act like an unbeliever – to walk on the old nature basis rather than the new 
nature basis.  And he is going to describe that issue. 
 
Now, when we studied Ambassadorship, I talked to you about the issue of reversionism; and that is 
being taught here – the believer reverting back to acting like, and thinking like, and walking like he did 
before he got saved.  And when you revert back to that old lifestyle, that reversionism is real.  When you 
begin to negate the doctrine that is in your soul by being negative toward it, it equals some very 
devastating things.   
 
When the believer becomes negative toward sound doctrine, he has taken the mental attitude, and the 
approach, of the unsaved.  And when he does, there are things that happen in his life.  Verse 17 – “Walk 
not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, having the understanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God.”  There are three things there that happen when the believer begins to 
walk like an unsaved person.  When you, as a believer, walk as an unsaved person, you reap a 
devastating result.   
 
If you want the mechanics of what it is to walk in the flesh and walk in the old man, (to revert back to 
acting like an unbeliever and how that is possible), he tells you here.  “Walk not as other Gentiles walk, in 
the vanity of their mind.”  That word “vanity” is the word “mataioes”, and it means “emptiness, vanity, 
nothing”.  It is the idea of a vacuum.  There is nothing there.  It is just empty.  Now, when you have the 
vanity of your mind (the mataioes of your mind) you have emptiness.  A vacuum is created.   
 
Now, you know what happens when you create a vacuum.  It sucks stuff in.  Anything that has suction to 
it reduces the pressure on the inside of a cylinder, or tube, or container and that reduced pressure pulls 
in the outside air, or water, or fluid, or whatever.  That is the principle of a vacuum.   
 
Well, the vanity of their mind is just the nothingness.  It does not mean there is nothing in their mind.  It 
means that the things that are in their minds are useless; they are valueless things.   
Now, picture a believer with different parts to him.  He has a body, and soul.  And, literally, the soul is a 
bodily shaped entity inside of your physical body.   
 
There are two words that you hear a lot of times in bible study: one is gnosis and the other is epignosis.  
They are two Greek words for “knowledge, to know something”.  There are a lot of different words for 
knowledge and knowing, but this particular one is a favorite of Paul’s.  “Gnosis” means “to know”.  
“Agnostic” is the word “gnosis” and the “a” makes it negative, so it is “no knowledge”.  He is an 
ignoramus; he is guy with no knowledge.  “Epignosis” is “knowledge”, but it is intensified.  “Epi” means 
“over and above”, so “epignosis” means “it intensifies the knowledge”.   
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Well, you can have knowledge (gnosis) in your spirit, and then you can have knowledge (epignosis) in 
your soul.  When the knowledge is in your spirit, it is epignosis.  It comes in, and it is stored in your 
spirit.  It comes in from whatever the source is out there.   
 
Let’s say it comes in from the word of God.  You hear the word of God preached, and it comes into your 
spirit – your spirit receives it.  Then you, with an act of your will, can transfer it to your soul (heart).  It 
becomes a part of you, and it is not just something that you know, but now it is something that you 
acknowledge.  It is something that you agree with; it is something that you stand with; it is a part you.  
It is the basis upon which you operate.  It is your thinking, your frame of reference, and all of that.  That 
is in your soul. 
 
Now, the difference between gnosis and epignosis has to do with the difference of what that knowledge 
is doing in you.  Your mind is a function of your spirit.  When Paul talks about the vanity of their mind, he 
is talking about the fact that in this person’s mind (in their thinking process) there is emptiness.  They 
become negative toward doctrine.  They are no longer positive toward the word of God, but they are 
negative toward it.   
 
The word of God is truth.  If it isn’t truth then what is it?  If it isn’t truth, it is error (a lie).  People begin 
to be positive toward all the stuff in the world that isn’t truth (human viewpoint things) and that vanity 
(negative toward sound doctrine) is developed, and it sucks in false doctrine.  It sucks in religion and 
legalism and mental attitude sins.  It sucks in the emphasis on the details of life, and the emphasis on 
the things that you are doing, and all kinds of things into your mentality.  It sucks this stuff in, and that is 
what you are thinking about.  This causes (verse 18) “Having the understanding darkened.”   
 
That word “understanding” is “dianoia” in the Greek, and it means “to think the thing through”(from your 
spirit to your soul).  Then, your understanding becomes darkened, and you have a blackout in your soul.  
You are no longer able to think the thing through to your soul, and there is darkness in your soul.  Your 
understanding is darkened, and that is just the word for “blackness”.  You get a blackout down in your 
soul.  There is a blackout of understanding, now, in the realm of doctrine.  Your mental capacities, in 
your spirit, are separated from the doctrine that is in your soul; and all of that human viewpoint and 
vanity comes in, and that is all that you are taking in. 
 
Then an estrangement takes place in your soul, and Paul says, “You are alienated from the life of God”.  
In other words, the vanity of the mind sucks in all this stuff.  That stuff causes the understanding to be 
darkened.  It causes a blackout in the soul with regard to doctrine.  Did you ever try to do work in the 
dark?  It does not work.   
 
In Ephesians 1, Paul prays that the eyes of their understanding might be enlightened.  Well, you get the 
opposite of that with this verse.  The entrance of thy word giveth light.  Well, the absence of that word 
produces darkness.  A blackout happens in the soul, resulting in being alienated, cut off, and estranged 
from the plan of God.   
 
Now, when Paul says, “being alienated from the life of God”, he is not talking about getting saved and 
losing your salvation.  He is talking about the issue in “phase 2” of salvation.  Do you remember learning 
that salvation is in 3 phases? 
   
Phase 1 is positional truth where you are placed into Christ and are given a position in Christ the instant 
you trust him.   
Phase 2 is the Christian “life in time” from the moment you trust Christ until death or the rapture.  There 
is that progressive sanctification, that progressive life that you live where you more and more and more 
bring your daily walk into conformity with the position that you have in Christ.  
Phase 3 is the rapture and resurrection in eternity out there, in the future, where all of these things are 
made a reality in your life by God. 
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Paul says, “Walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, having the understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them.”  In other words, 
the plan of God (the life of God that he has for the believer to function in) doesn't work.  The plan of 
God, the life of God for you in time, (for the believer in time), isn’t working.  And, therefore, what do you 
look like?  You look like somebody that doesn't have life.  Who is that?  It is an unsaved person.  In other 
words, you look and you live like an unbeliever.   
 
Now, Phase 1 of the Christian life is positional truth.  We call it positional truth (non-experiential truth).  
You’ve heard me say that.  The mechanics of positional truth is that “one baptism”.  You don’t feel that.  
It is something that God does for you.  You don’t experience it; you don’t feel it; you can’t see it in your 
life.   
 
The issue in Phase 2 (the Christian life in time) is to take that position and cause it to be visible in your 
life now.  How do you do that?  You do that by walking in the doctrine, by having the doctrine, (the 
word), live in you.  It is not just Christ living in you but living through you and his life being manifest.  
That is what verses 1-16 are all about.   
 
Now, if you walk like a Gentile, and your mind is on all this stuff in the world and you are sucking it in, 
you are negative toward doctrine.  And, it produces that vacuum, and you are sucking all this other stuff 
in.  It causes a blackout of the doctrine in your soul, and you don’t function on the basis of doctrine.  You 
are cut off; you are estranged from God’s plan.   
 
How does God work in your life?  He works in your life through the word, through the doctrine, through 
the edification system there, but you are cut off from all of that.  Therefore, you are working not on the 
basis of sound doctrine, but you are working on the basis of human viewpoint and on the basis of the 
instincts of the old sin nature.  You are working on the basis, or the course of this world that is being 
sucked in.  You are living and acting like an unbeliever.   
 
Now, that condition (being brought to that place and acting like that) results in a blackout.  Having that 
vacuum come in and having that vanity, just sucking all those sins in, all those viewpoints in, all that 
human viewpoint and human wisdom, and the course of the world, and so forth, results in blackout.  You 
know, that happens very easily – all you have to do is be negative toward bible doctrine.  And then when 
you go on that blackout, you are estranged, and alienated, and cut off from the life of God.   
 
Then you say, “I wonder if I am saved or not.”  Have you ever talked to a saved person serving the Lord 
and then all of the sudden it just seems like they just fell right off the wagon into the mud?  Did you ever 
feel that way?  Do you know why that is?  You just read it – you became negative toward the doctrine, 
the bible doctrine, sound doctrine.  And the result is that all of this other stuff just gets sucked right in 
there and you say, “Boy that was quick!”  All it takes is that mental attitude.  A negative mental attitude 
toward the doctrine (faith) causes you to go right back on the old nature basis.  A believer can act so 
irrational at times.   
 
What is the key?  The key to restoration is to turn the light on in your soul and get rid of that blackout.  
How do you do that?  “The entrance of thy words giveth light” (Psalm 119:130).  You have to become 
positive toward the doctrine again.   
 
Ephesians 4:17 – “This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other 
Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the 
life of God through the ignorance that is in them.”  In other words, there is ignorance.  There is a total 
lack of understanding that is in them, and, again, that would be having their understanding darkened.  In 
other words, they have lost it.  They just don’t see anything; the Christian life is completely out of whack. 
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Your Christian life won’t operate on the basis of ignorance.  Now, I have said that to you at least twice 
before.  And it is something you need to remember.  I don’t mean that it won’t operate simply on the 
basis of you not knowing something.  You can know the stuff, and have it stored up in your heart, and 
have it on board; but if you are functioning with a blackout toward it, if you are doing what Paul says, 
“having the understanding darkened, being alienated (estranged) from the life of God”, then God’s plan 
in phase 2 isn’t working.   
 
Why isn’t it working?  It is not working through the ignorance that is in them.  It doesn't necessarily 
mean that they don’t have the doctrine in them.  They are just cut off from it.   
How?  It happens because of the blindness of their heart.   
 
Now, in Ephesians 4:17, he talks about how you are not to walk like an unsaved person. 

 

 

Ephesians 4:18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of 
the blindness of their heart:  

There are several things here in this passage:  “being alienated from the life of God through the 
ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart.”  That is spiritual death and soul death.  
“Being alienated from the life of God”—you are separated.  Ephesians 2:1 
 
Do you see that?   To be dead in sins and trespasses is to be alienated from the life of God through the 
ignorance that is in them.  Why?  Because of the blindness of their heart.  Now come over to 2 
Corinthians 4, and notice what the gospel does.  2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
 
Ephesians 4:18: “Having the understanding darkened.”  Now when you mind becomes a vacuum sucking 
up all this false doctrine, it causes your understanding to be darkened.  The Greek word for 
understanding is “dianoia” – “to think”, and then the word ”through.”  The word “understanding” means 
“to think through.”   
 
The information comes into your mind, and then you think it through your mind down into your soul.  
Your “will” takes it down into your soul.  And your understanding (your ability to think the information 
through down into your soul) becomes dark.  There is a blackout in your soul, and in your understanding.  
Look at an illustration of this in Romans 1:21: 
 
The next thing that happens: “being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them” 
(Ephesians 4:18).  The blackout results in alienation from the life of God.  When he talks about “being 
alienated from the life of God” in an unsaved person, that means being lost – spiritually dead.  But in a 
saved person that does not mean you lose your salvation.  It means you are estranged and cut off from 
the plan of God.   
 
What phase of the plan of sanctification are you in?  You are in phase 2: progressive sanctification.  So 
what phase will you be cut off from?  You will be cut off from the one you are in.  You will be estranged 
from what God is doing in phase 2.   
 
An unsaved man is estranged from phase 1: eternal positional truth.  An unsaved man does not have that 
eternal positional truth.  God’s will for him is that he gets saved, but he is cut off from that and he cannot 
get that.  A saved man goes back to walking like an unsaved man.  You walk like you were not saved.  
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You look like you were never saved.  Do you realize that you cannot see phase 1?  You cannot see 
“positional truth.”   
 
We studied, in Romans 6, the issue of being baptized into Christ, and I told you then – the mechanics of 
spiritual truth is to “one baptism.”  Do you remember me explaining that is not an experiential truth?  
That is something you do not feel, and you do not sense, and you do not physically experience.  It is a 
truth that you know about because you read it in God’s word, but it is not experiential.  It is positional 
truth.   
 
Well how are you going to begin to experience positional truth?  That is phase 2 and that is what the 
Christian life is all about.  But if you stop operating on sound doctrine and take in all that false doctrine, 
you are “alienated from the life of God.”  You are estranged from the Christian life and it’s operating 
procedures and principles.  That alienation and estrangement is the doctrine “no longer being operative” 
in the believer’s life.  It is just like the doctrine not being there, as far as the practical results go.   
 
Paul goes on and says it is “because of the blindness of their heart” (Ephesians 4:18).  The blindness 
causes darkness.  And he is going to retrace his steps here just for a second, and he is going to say this 
alienation and this estrangement is for two reasons. 
 
Verse 18: “being alienated from the life of God:”  “through the ignorance that is in them”  “because of 
the blindness of their heart”   
 
Ignorance is a total lack of understanding.  It does not mean you do not know something – it is just a 
complete inability to understand what is going on.  Your Christian life will not operate on the principle of 
ignorance.  It does not mean the doctrine will not be there – but it will not work, it will not operate, it will 
not manifest itself.  So what is happening?  The guy is negative toward sound doctrine and his mind 
sucks in the false doctrine and that gives him a blackout in the soul.  He goes blank as far as 
understanding is concerned.  The understanding in the soul is blank because of ignorance.  The sound 
doctrine will not operate without some light.  It will not operate on the principle of ignorance.   
 
Continuing in verse 18 there is the “blindness of the heart.”  The mentality of the soul has been blinded.  
I want you to understand that issue of the “blindness of the heart.”  Literally the word there that is 
translated “to blind” means “to cover over with a thick layer of skin.”  It is like a callus.  In fact it is 
translated “hardness” in a number of passages.   
 
In Mark 3:5 the Lord Jesus Christ “looked round about on them with anger” [because of the] “hardness 
of their hearts.”   Mark 6:52 and 8:17 are some other verses like that. 
 
He is describing that when a person becomes negative toward sound doctrine, they develop a callus 
(spiritually) on their soul.  They develop a thickness.  When you talk about people being thick headed, 
what do you mean?  Do they catch on real quick?  No they cannot see it.  If you show them something, 
they just cannot get it.  John 12:37-40, Proverbs 29:1 
 
Verse 18 – “Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God.”  Would you call 
that spiritual death?  I would!  Spiritual death is to be separated from the life of God. 
 
Now that word “blindness” is a good word.  “Porosis” is the Greek word, and some people like to re-
translate that and say “hardness”.  The word “porosis” (the Greek word) does mean something that is 
hard.  It refers to a rock and things like that, but it was a medical term that was used by the Greeks to 
describe hard callous-type skin that would grow where things rubbed together.  It was like a callous.  In 
fact it was a word that they would have used to describe a callous.  And consequently, it is okay to 
translate it as “hardness”, but the word “blindness” is also a legitimate usage of the word and a proper 
translation.   
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When they used the word “blindness”, they were talking about the thing that we are familiar with as a 
cataract.  It is a thing that covers over the eye causing you not to see clearly.  And in Ephesians “the 
blindness of the heart” has to do with the eyes and the ability to understand, and see, and percieve.  
Then it becomes dim and it gets covered over with this thick skin, this callous, this hardness, this thing 
that blocks out the light and the ability to see.  
 
There is one guy who translates the thing as “scar tissue”.  And that is a legitimate way to describe the 
word.  He describes this as “scar tissue on the soul”.  By “scar tissue”, he means Ephesians 4:19 – “Who 
being past feeling have given themselves over.”   
 
One of the characteristics of scar tissue is that it does not have feeling in it.  As the friction between the 
old man and the new man takes place, a callous is continuously laid over the soul.  As the friction 
between the vanity in the mind and the doctrine in the soul takes place, (the resistance), there is more 
and more of a callous built up.  That callous grows bigger and bigger.  At first it is small, but it dims away 
the doctrine that is in your soul more and more.  It hides it away and there is more and more blindness 
in the soul (the heart, the mentality of the soul).  It is darker and blinder, and the blackout is the result.   
 
Now, there is something you need to understand.  It begins with negativity toward the doctrine; but the 
more negativity there is toward the doctrine, and the more the vacuum that brings in the false 
viewpoints, causes a friction and a conflict between the old man and the new man. 
 
You know what happens when you have friction.  You get a little heat going and pretty soon the callous 
begins to come up.  In this case, there is a callous that is developed on the soul which begins to cause a 
paralysis.  1 Timothy 4:1-2 

 

Ephesians 4:19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over 
unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.  

Their will has gone bad, so their spirit is dead, and their soul is darkened.  Their body is depraved:  they 
“have given themselves over to lasciviousness”—that is, the evil desires that reside in the body of sin, the 
old sin nature that is resident in that flesh.  So there is death to the whole man.  Genesis 2:17. 
 
Go back to Ephesians 4:19: “Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to 
work all uncleanness with greediness.”  Now that is the result, that is the lifestyle, that is the overt 
activity.   
 
Here is what the man’s life looks like.  Instead of looking like a believer, his mind has become a vacuum 
cleaner that is just sucking in all this bad doctrine, the false doctrine from the world, the human 
viewpoint and the performance system, and the mental attitude sins, and the emphasis on self.  That 
results in a blackout in the man’s soul and it is causing a callus to grow on the man’s soul.  That happens 
because the more negative he becomes toward the sound doctrine and the more he heads toward the 
false doctrine, the more friction and more blindness develops – resulting in more blackout.   
 
Ephesians 4:19: “Who being past feeling.”  That callus develops on there to the point of blocking the 
functioning of the soul on the basis of the sound doctrine.  Have you ever stuck a callus with a needle?  
It does not have much feeling.  It is “past feeling.”  A man’s soul has that callus on it and the soul cannot 
function, cannot respond, and cannot act like it should act.  
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Now what do they do when they get “past feeling?”  What happens when they get in that blackout 
condition?  Continuing in verse 19: “have given themselves over unto lasciviousness.”  They give 
themselves over.  We are going to look at a verse in 2 Timothy 2 in a minute where it talks about the fact 
that they “opposed themselves.”  That is it: “given themselves over.”  Literally they betrayed themselves 
and they turned themselves over.   
 
Verse 19: “given themselves over unto lasciviousness, [That is just permissiveness, wantonness.] to work 
all uncleanness with greediness.”  Notice those last two words “with greediness.”  Did you know your 
flesh is a hog?  And if it can run your life, it will be greedy.  Do you know what greediness is?  It is a 
frantic search to have everything for “you.”   
 
He becomes negative toward the doctrine, and the vanity (the vacuum) develops in his mind and sucks in 
all this false doctrine and produces a callus on his soul.  Then his soul cannot function like it should, and 
it cannot operate like it should.  And the result of that is a frantic search for happiness.  The man has a 
panic attack (an anxiety attack) to find happiness and find the things he is missing.  He reaches out and 
tries to grab happiness and it is like trying to reach out and get hold of a cloud.   
 
Remember that song I Can’t Get No Satisfaction?  You must find happiness, so man starts grasping after 
it – that greediness – that frantic search.  And the more desperate he becomes, the more unstable he 
becomes, and the more illusive happiness becomes.  He thinks I got to have it.  So his mind sucks in 
some more stuff.  Does it work?  No, it just makes that callus harder.  So grasp at some more stuff and 
suck it in.  Do you see that frantic cycle?   
 
When you meet people, remember that is what is going on in their lives.  They are sucking all these 
things in trying to assimilate it to try to get the feeling back.  And they just keep building up a bigger and 
bigger callus.   
 
The believer becomes negative toward sound doctrine.  That starts a vacuum in their spirit and in comes 
the false doctrine, in comes the bad teaching, and with it comes a blackout in their soul.  And with that 
blackout the believer is alienated and estranged and cut off from the provisions that God has for him as a 
believer in his walk and in his daily life.  He becomes disoriented to the plan of God.   
 
Therefore, to find happiness and purpose, and fulfillment, he gets promiscuous or he might get religious.  
And as he does that, he builds up that callus on his soul, and that does not happen immediately.  It 
comes as a process.  The callus makes the believer frantic for his soul to function again – the feeling and 
the happiness.  And it sends him in a frantic search and that search and that panic attack of running 
around like a chicken with his head cut off just builds up more callus and destroys the capacity for life 
and functioning under the plan of God.  And soon enough he becomes dead.  Romans 8:6 
 
Ephesians 4:19 – “Who being past feeling.”  In other words, that callous gets to the place where all of 
the sudden there is just a complete blackout in the soul; and the doctrine that is in your soul, and the life 
of the spirit of God that is there, is just completely shut down, as it were. 
 
Continuing in verse 19 – “Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, 
(extreme wantonness, permissiveness, promiscuity), to work all uncleanness with greediness.”  I love 
that verse.  Your flesh is a hog.  It is greedy, and it is out to get everything that it can – grab it, and take 
it, and go with it.  You are “past feeling”. In other words, you are calloused – that’s the scar tissue on the 
soul that is blocking its function.   
 
So, you develop this scar tissue on the soul, (callous that has no feeling in it), through the vanity of your 
mind.  Then “having the understanding darkened, being alienated (cut-off) from the life of God”.  That 
ignorance and that blackout in the heart (that blindness of the heart) produces a situation where that 
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scar tissue is there – the “past feeling”.  In other words, it is the lack of sensitivity, as though you were 
asleep and not paying any attention, as though there was no life there.   
 
They have given themselves over to lasciviousness.  That is like surrendering over to it.  They gave 
themselves over to an enemy.  When you give yourself over to an enemy (when you betray yourself) 
does that indicate that you are real bright?  Turn to Proverbs 6:32 
 
The old sin nature has two sides – the aesthetic side and the wanton side.  One is bent toward human 
good and one is bent toward human evil, and it can go either way.  It can be wantonness and 
lasciviousness and working all uncleanness with greediness.  But, it can go either way.  All of our 
righteousness is as filthy rays.  It is uncleanness in God’s sight.  So, it can just be the panic, frantic 
search for happiness in religion and that kind of thing, or it can be in the other way. 
 
Last evening, I was thinking about the fact that we live in a country where we accept the fact that in 
almost every town there is a public library.  You don’t give a second thought to that.  Do you know there 
is probably not another country in the world that has as many public libraries as we do? 
 
I was in a little town the other day (1500 people) and they had a Carnegie Library right in the middle of 
town.  Besides that library, they have a couple of gas stations and a supermarket, and that’s it.   
Carnegie was a man that was a multibillionaire, and he wanted to do something wonderful for the 
country.  So, he set up an endowment and a foundation that put those libraries all over the country – in 
every community and city and town.  He put them up where they could not ordinarily afford a library.   
 
When I am traveling, I often go down to the library and spend the day studying and working; and most 
of the time it is a Carnegie Library.  That is part of the freedom of our wonderful country, and the liberty 
we have to be free, and the free exchange of ideas and so forth.  And all of those libraries were provided 
by the philanthropic interest of one man who basically wanted to do something wonderful and good.  The 
guy was not a saved man, but what he did was that human viewpoint of philanthropy (doing human 
good to people).  So, it can be either way, and your flesh never gets enough of it.  So you see how it 
works?   
 
Ephesians 4:19 – “to work all uncleanness with greediness”.  Your old flesh is a hog.  Lasciviousness is 
just the flesh running wild, and your old flesh is just in a frantic search for happiness.  You must find 
happiness!  So, it just grasps here and there; and when what it grasps turns to vapor, it gets more 
desperate, and it grabs more and more.  Then the more desperate it becomes, the more unstable it 
becomes.   
 
The most illusive thing in the world is happiness, when you seek after it.  You don’t find happiness that 
way.  The only way you find happiness is in serving the Lord.  Jesus said in John 13:17, “Happy are you if 
you know these things and do them.”  That is the only place there is any real happiness and 
contentment.  Every other source of happiness and contentment is illusive.  It only lasts for a few 
minutes, and then it is gone.  And the flesh is a hog; it just goes around grunting and groaning to have it 
and grab it and take more of it.  Your flesh is never satiated; it is never satisfied.  It just keeps going, 
and it does that because it is driven by an old sin nature.  And sin is never satisfied.   

 

 

Ephesians 4:20 But ye have not so learned Christ;  

“But ye have not so learned Christ.”  In other words, here is the contrast of what sound doctrine can do 
for you.  Here is how to reverse the process: verses 21-24. 
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Ephesians 4:20 – “But ye have not so learned Christ.”   
 
Being negative toward God starts a vacuum.  The false teaching and false doctrine comes in, and you 
begin to walk in the flesh.  That begins to build up the scar tissue, and the scar tissue makes you frantic 
for happiness, which all of the sudden you don’t have.  You don’t have it so you must get out and search 
for it; and that search that you are doing, in the flesh, for the happiness just builds up more scar tissue, 
which puts you more in a panic now to have the happiness.  So, you go walk in the flesh to get it, and it 
builds up more scar tissue.   
 
And the only way to break the cycle, and the only way to stop the thing, is for the doctrine to become a 
reality again, and to become positive toward the doctrine.  All of that negative stuff just destroys your 
capacity for living for the Lord.  And it will also take that edification complex that you built in your soul, 
and it will destroy it.  It will take a wrecking ball to it, and it will wreck it and tear it down.  Paul says in 
Romans 14:20: 
 
Ephesians 4:20 – “But ye have not so learned Christ.”  In other words, it is the contrast of what sound 
doctrine can do for you – the reverse process is in the passage now.  You didn’t learn that kind of thing 
from Christ.   
 
In Ephesians 4:1-16, Paul talks about walking worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all 
lowliness of mind and so on.  The emphasis is on the inward realization of Christ – the inward edification 
of the believer’s soul, having Christ built up in the believer and formed in them.   
 
Then in verse 17, he begins talking about walking differently.  The emphasis is on the outward 
manifestation of our walk.  And he says in verses 17-19, “This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, 
that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the 
blindness of their heart: Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work 
all uncleanness with greediness.”  The idea is not to walk as the other Gentiles walk.  You are to live like 
a child of God and live like you have been taught.   
 
Verse 20 – “But ye have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by 
him, as the truth is in Jesus.”  Christ did not teach you to live like unsaved people.  Live like who you are; 
don’t act like nothing happened to you when you got saved.  Don’t act like there was not a radical 
change that took place in your life when you trusted Christ.  A change did take place; something did 
happen to you when you got saved.  And Paul says, “Act like it!  Don’t act the same as you did before 
you got saved.”   
 
Folks, we all do things as believers because of who we are, because we love, and we serve, and we obey 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, there are certain things that we do with our lives, and there are certain 
things we don’t do with our lives, and with our minds, and with our bodies, and with our activities, and 
with our interests and so on and so forth.  We focus our lives the way we do because Christ is our 
teacher.   
 
We went over Ephesians 4:17-19 in some detail during the Ambassadorship Class.  In those passages, 
Paul is explaining how the believer can act like an unsaved person.  You, as a believer, can act like you 
are not saved.  You can walk in that vanity of your mind, and that suction just brings in the old human 
viewpoint and the world system’s viewpoint.  It produces a blackout in your soul in the realm of doctrine, 
and thus, you begin to walk in the flesh.  You begin to live under the domination of the dictate of the 
flesh.  And your old flesh is a hog, and it just goes to running you.  It is possible for your old man to take 
over and work all uncleanness with greediness. 
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But in verses 20 and 21, Paul says that you did not learn to live like that from Christ.  If you are living like 
an unsaved person, you did not learn to live like that from the Lord Jesus Christ.  That is the idea.  You 
got that from your teachers in college, or in high school, or from the network shows on TV, or from the 
newsstands.  You got it from your old sin nature (from Adam).  You did not get that from the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  “But ye have not so learned Christ.”  He did not teach you to live like that.  He did not teach you 
to walk in the flesh.  He did not teach you to live after the flesh and produce a lifestyle of the flesh.   
 
Verse 20 – “But ye have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by 
him, as the truth is in Jesus: That ye have put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which 
is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts.” 
 
I tried to show you in the last lesson about the body, soul, and spirit.  I suppose that is something we 
have been over enough, and you do not need me talk about it anymore.   
 
But, I know these doctrines in my mind and in my heart.  And yet, I am not sure that the things that are 
so simple to me, and the things that I understand, are clear to you.  I am trusting that you men are 
learning everything as you go along.  That way I just have to cover the verses, and I know you got them.  
I know that when we get to the issues of the two natures in Ephesians, we already studied it carefully in 
Romans 6, 7, and 8.   
 
So, you understand the doctrine of the two natures.  Paul presupposes that you understand that.  He 
does not go into a thorough exposition.  He just reminds you of what you learned in Christ, and you 
understand that it is putting off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts.  You have an old man that is corrupt, and your former life and your 
manner of life (lifestyle) was after that old man.  It was dominated and run by that man. 

 

Ephesians 4:21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught 
by him, as the truth is in Jesus:  

Were the Ephesians taught by Christ?  The verse says that they were.  Did they hear him?  The verse 
says that they did.  “If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him.”  Did they ever see 
him in the flesh?  No, they did not.  Well, if he wasn’t there, how did they hear him, and how did he 
teach them?  It was through Paul and through his word.  Christ came and preached.  How did he come 
and preach?  He came and preached through Paul; he came and preached through his word.   
 
He is not here, but he left his word, and he left his thinking, and he left his message.  He is the message.  
He established a system whereby doctrine is communicated, and he is the doctrine that is communicated.  
And more appropriately, in the passage, he was in Paul.  When they heard Paul, they heard Christ.  When 
they heard Paul’s message, they heard Christ.  Paul is not here today, but his message is here.   
 
When you preach the message, do you know who they hear?  You are an “ambassador for Christ, as thou 
God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead.”  You are his official representative.  When you 
speak, you speak his word.  You represent him in an official capacity!  And that is something that is 
precious! 
 
Verse 21 – “If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus.”  
Well, Christ is not here teaching us, but he left his thinking here, didn’t he?  Where is his thinking?  
Where is his mind?  It is in the book.  We have the mind of Christ – “Let the word of Christ dwell in your 
richly.”  He has given us his thinking in his word rightly divided.  So, if you are going to reverse the 
process, then you need to learn from Christ.  If you want to reverse this process, what do you do?  “But 
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ye have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the 
truth is in Jesus.”  The idea is that the reverse process is to begin again – to be positive toward the 
doctrine, to learn the truth, and the doctrine will tell you what is happening to you.  So do away with 
that, and then begin the restoration process again.  It is the issue of repentance (2 Timothy 2:24-26).   
 
Ephesians 4:20-21 – “But ye have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have heard him, and have been 
taught by him.”  Notice that you heard him.  Well, how did you hear him?  “Faith cometh by hearing and 
hearing by the word.”  You heard him because he is the message that is preached to you.  Christ was in 
Paul preaching the message, and Christ himself is the message.  When you preach the word to people, 
you are implanting the word of God in them; you are implanting Christ in that sense.   
 
So Paul was in Christ, and as they heard the message Paul preached, they were hearing Christ.  When 
they heard Paul, they heard Christ.   
 
Verse 21 says, “and have been taught by him.”  He is the one that established the system by which the 
doctrine is communicated to us, and he also is the content of the doctrine that is being communicated.  
So, we find out all that we have in Christ.  “If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by 
him, as the truth is in Jesus.”  Now here is what you have been taught.  
 
Verse 21 starts out with the words “If so be.”  The word “if” there is a challenge.  It is that first class 
condition, if.  And it is true – “if you are my boy, act like it”.   And you have learned; you have heard him; 
you have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus.  So, it is a challenge for him to verify the 
truthfulness of what he taught them.   
 
Now, they heard him and have been taught by him, (the message), as the truth is in Jesus.  The truth 
comes to them, and when it comes, he comes.  He is the content and the authorizer.  He established the 
system by which the doctrine is communicated, but he is also the content of the doctrine.  And, as we 
preach Christ, we literally infuse the Lord Jesus Christ into the believer.  He is in us by his Spirit; we are 
building up Christ so he is in us, and he is what’s taught.   
 
Now, you’ve been taught, and you’ve been equipped.  The end of verse 21 says, “as the truth is in Jesus: 
That (here is what you’ve been taught) ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which 
is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on 
the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”  You have been taught, 
first, that you put off the old man and then that you put on the new man.   
 
Now, that is what we call “positional truth”.  It is the result of the operation of God, the Holy Spirit, 
whereby we are identified in Christ.  The mechanics of positional truth is the one baptism.  The reason 
the one baptism is so important is because that is the mechanics whereby God the Holy Spirit places you 
into Christ.  And when you were placed into Christ, some things took place in your life and the old man 
was put away, (done away with), and the new man was put on.   

 

Ephesians 4:22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the 
old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;  

You have to learn Christ.  Now Christ is not here, but he left his thinking (his doctrine) behind in the word 
of God rightly divided.  And you have been taught in him that you “put off concerning the former 
conversation the old man” (4:22).  You have to be taught.  Faith has to revive itself and become positive 
again towards what God taught you in his word.  You have to be taught again.  You have to put away the 
old man – positional truth.  Start believing it.   
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Verse 22 – “That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man” – as concerning your 
former habit of living, the former habitual living patterns, your former behavior patterns, your former 
conversation.  That word “conversation” means “behavior, manner of life”.  “That ye put off concerning 
the former conversation, the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts.”  The old man is 
everything that you were in Adam.  It is just that simple.  It is a reference to the old sin nature, the part 
of you that came from Adam.  And he said that you put it off.  When you trusted Christ, you put it off. 
 
Ephesians 4:22 – You have been taught by Christ “That ye put off concerning the former conversation 
(the former manner of life).”  You have been taught by Christ that you put away the old man, when you 
trusted in him.  The old man has been crucified in the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Look back at Romans 6.  Now, this is information that you are familiar with because we studied it in 
detail in Romans.  And that is why Paul assumes in Ephesians that you understand the details of the 
doctrine that he is bringing up here.  Here is the issue of the old man and the new man, the old sin 
nature and the new nature – the two natures of the believer.  That issue is a basic issue that must be 
understood at the very beginning of the Christian walk in life as a believer.  After you understand your 
adequate acceptance and your position before God in Christ, the next thing a believer needs to 
understand is the old man and the new man.  You need to understand the old nature that you have and 
the new nature – the conflict involved in between them and how to walk in the new man.  That is why 
Romans 6, 7, and 8 deals with that issue.   
 
As soon as he turns from the issue of being justified by grace through faith plus nothing, he turns to the 
issue of living under grace and the whole issue.  We have studied this over and over.  Romans 6, 7 and 8 
is walking in grace, walking in the Spirit, and walking in the new man.  All of them are synonymous 
terminology.  The old man is crucified in the death of the Lord Jesus Christ.  When you were identified 
with Jesus Christ at Calvary, your old man was crucified.   
 
You have a body, a soul, and a spirit.  Your body is called the body of sin.  Your old sin nature finds its 
seat, (its place of origin), in your body.  There is a thing that happened to Adam and Eve when they took 
of that fruit of the garden that genetically defected them, and it morally affected them, and it spiritually 
affected them.  And your old sin nature is genetically resident in your flesh, in your body. 
 
You have a soul that is “you”.  Then you have a spirit.  When you get saved, your dead spirit has life; 
and God the Holy Spirit comes in, and the result is “Christ in you the hope of glory”.  You have the life of 
Christ come in, and your new nature, your new man, Christ in you, is resident in your spirit.  So, the spirit 
is the seat of the new man, and the flesh is the seat of the old man, and there you are in between.  
 
As an unsaved man, your soul was chained to your flesh.  Your spirit was dead.  When you got saved, 
God the Holy Spirit came in and gave life to your dead spirit, and he circumcised (cut away) the body of 
the sins of the flesh through the circumcision of Christ.  When you were identified with Jesus Christ at 
Calvary, God the Holy Spirit took the word of God and he cut loose your flesh, and your old man died 
with Christ.   
 
Positional truth is not teaching you by things that you felt or experienced.  That is experiential truth.  
Phase 2 of the Christian live – the Christian in time, and in his living, taking the position that he got the 
instant that he trusted Christ and bringing that into reality in his life, bringing his life into line with the 
position.   
 
When you got saved, God the Holy Spirit circumcised you and your body was reckoned dead.  It is 
crucified with Christ.  Romans 6:3 
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Ephesians 4:23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;  

Verse 23 says, “And be renewed in the spirit of your mind,” and that is the issue.  The only way you get 
rid of that callus is to resume the edification process – to “be renewed in the spirit of your mind.”  Put off 
the old man and put on the new man (doctrine in your soul – take control – being filled with the Spirit).  
 
Ephesians 4:23 – “And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; and that ye put on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”  You have been taught in Christ that you put off 
the old man.  You resume the function of edification – the renewing of your mind (verse 23).  You renew 
the perfecting process, and you put on the new man.  Sound doctrine built up in your soul, (the filling of 
the Holy Spirit), results in what?  Verse 24 
 
Notice Ephesians 4:23 stuck in between those 2 things.  “And be renewed in the spirit of your mind.”  
Now, the object of the being taught in verse 21 is the renewing of your mind in verse 23.  “Be renewed 
in the Spirit if your mind.”   
 
That word “renewed” is a word that the Roman Catholics have taken up today.  Brother Bill Cash was 
telling us at church on Sunday about seeing the billboard on the wall at the Roman Catholic Church 
talking about “come home and be renewed for lent.”  The way you get renewed is by fasting, and prayer, 
and repentance, and giving money and a bunch of things like that.  It had about four or five things listed 
to “renew you”.  Bill made this point.  He said, “I thought I got renewed when I trusted Christ.”  And he 
did; he became a new man when he trusted Christ.   
 
Roman Catholics also use the word “encounter” a lot.  You will also see the Southern Baptists using that 
word a lot.  Those words are not words that are used in the bible.  Encounter is not used at all.  But the 
word “renewed”, in the bible, is not a word used for salvation.  It is a word used for a transformation that 
takes place in the life of a believer.  Romans 12:1-2 
 
Verse 23 – “And be renewed in the spirit of your mind.”   
 
You understand the freedom (the liberty) that you have in Christ.  You are free from sin, and you 
understand the principle of replacement.  You put off the old man, and you put on the new man.  You 
are not conformed to the course of this world by the renewing of your mind, by a new way of thinking.  
You think about life, you think about yourself, you think about who you are in light of what God says in 
his word – the doctrine that he teaches you about who you are in Christ. 
 
Do you remember the replacement principle?  You don’t do this, but you do this.  You never gain victory 
by just stopping something.  You stop something, and then you replace it with the proper action.  If you 
don’t, you did not stop the old, and you will see that as we go down through this chapter.  He is going to 
illustrate it.   
 
One of the greatest passages of scripture for you to master as a pastor, and for all of us to master as 
believers, is the rest of Ephesians 4.  This is a classic masterpiece for “problem-solving” in the lives of 
believers.  I usually deal with people in counseling sessions and pre-marital sessions, and I try to go 
through this passage with them as one of the basic passages, because it is a beginning place. 
 
Romans 12, Ephesians 4, Colossians 3, 1 Thessalonians 5, and passages like those, set out these things 
in detail.  They are extremely valuable passages.   
 
I have told you before that there are nineteen things listed in this passage that are changes to be 
affected in the life of a believer.  If you would take them and put one at the top of a piece of paper, you 
would have nineteen sheets; and you could spend the next five years learning to understand what those 
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things are by searching out other scriptures.  You could search the doctrine related to that category of 
information, and then learn how to develop specific ways to apply that in your life.  And you will gain 
some real victory in your life.   
 
All this business about wishing for victory, and wishing to live for the Lord, and wishing for joy instead of 
being miserable and defeated, and not failing to live up to your potential in Christ is just a bunch of 
baloney.  You say, “I’d like to have all that, but I just don’t know how.”  You know what it is – you don’t 
want it!  Because, the way you get it is to get in there and find out the details, and then you practice 
them.  You put this off, and you put that on.   
 
You say, “Is it that simple?”  It is that profound, yes! 
 
I dealt with a guy last week in Pennsylvania, and he was a terribly wicked man.  He is a believer and a 
saved man.  He has a clear testimony of salvation, and yet he is controlled and possessed and dominated 
by his sin.  And I sat there and talked with him.  I talked with him about his salvation, and I am 
convinced that he is a saved man; and yet his life is full of sin.  His life is dominated and controlled by his 
sin; almost every thought is sinful.   
 
And he cried and said, “I can’t quit!”  And I said, “Jim, don’t tell me you can’t quit; you are a liar!”  He 
said, “But I can’t!” 
 
I said, “Wait a minute.  Let’s look at the passage.”  And we went through Romans 6.  What does God 
say?  Verse 6 – “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  For he that is dead is freed from sin.”   
 
I asked him, “Does God say that you are free?”  “Yes, he does.”  “Then are you free?”   
 
Well, this guy looks at his experience and says, “No! It dominates me and, it controls me!”  But God says 
you are part of a total victory program over sin.  You don’t have to sin!   
 
Another pastor and I sat there with that man for forty-five minutes, and it finally began to sink in.  He 
was living a contradiction between who he really is and Satan’s lie.  He believed Satan’s lie about himself.  
Satan lies to you about yourself, and about others, and about God.  And instead of this man just taking it 
by faith and walking that way, he believed Satan’s lie. 

 

 

Ephesians 4:24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is 
created in righteousness and true holiness.  

Colossians 3:9-11 also talks about putting off the old man and putting on the renewed man through that 
renewed mind.  Colossians 3:9-11 
 
Continuing in verse 24: “which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”  That is the 
proper functioning of a believer unto grace.  That “righteousness” and that “filling of the Spirit” is what 
converts that positional truth into experience.  And it is not possible apart from sound doctrine (verse 21) 
being understood, the edification process (verse 23), that perfection process called “godly edifying which 
is in faith.”   
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When you deal with people and they are in that frantic search and they are in the avoidance systems, 
and the performance systems, and shifting blame, and they are frantically trying to manipulate those 
defensive devices to justify themselves, you need to understand where you have to attack.  They operate 
under fear and shame and rejection and alienation, and you need to understand where you have to 
attack.   
 
The attack has to be at that callus and the only way to eliminate it and bring light again to the soul so 
that they function on the basis of the filling of the Spirit is to resume a positive attitude toward that 
doctrine.  And there is only one thing that can do that, and that is the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  
Now turn to 2 Timothy 2 and I will show you the procedure for restoration.  (We will talk more about this 
in the next lesson but I will give you the passage.)  (2 Timothy 2:24-26). 
 
Verse 24 – “which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”  Do you want righteousness 
in your life?  Do you want the activities of godliness portrayed in your life?  Do you want the activities of 
right doing in your life?  Well, it is not possible apart from sound doctrine.  It is not possible apart from 
the edification function.  It is not possible apart from the recognizing of who you are in Christ and seeing 
that become a reality.  So, you put off all that you were in Adam, and you put on all that you are in 
Christ.  And that is restoration.  And that renewing process comes through the function of the edification, 
the renewing of your mind in verse 23.   
 
So, the way you reverse Ephesians 4:17-19 is by becoming positive towards the doctrine.  As you 
become positive toward the doctrine, it eliminates the scar tissue and puts you back in a proper 
functioning with light in your soul and again produces the building up of sound doctrine.  We will stop 
here.  
 
Ephesians 4:24 – “And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true 
holiness.”  In other words, you have been taught by Christ that when you got saved, you put off the old 
man, but you also put on the new man.  And now Christ is in you.  You have been taught, by him, that 
you put on the new man.  Romans 6:4 
 
Ephesians 4:19 talks about “lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness” (the old man).  
Verse 24 talks about “righteousness and true holiness”(the new man).  There is a conflict in the believer. 
Galatians 5 and Romans 7 describe that conflict.  And it is absolutely futile, experientially or scripturally, 
to try to theologically argue your way out of it.  And you will find that amillennialists, and liberals, and so 
forth do not want to believe it, but that doesn't make any difference.  They do not want to believe in 
regeneration.   
 
And when you find people that are confused about it, you are going to find people that don’t understand 
how to walk in grace in the Christian life.  You must understand the issue of the old man and the new 
man, the two natures of the believer in one person.  The soul is where the choices are made – whether 
you walk according to the flesh or whether you walk in the spirit.  You choose which one of those 
lifestyles (selfs) you want to follow.  Which lifestyle and approach will you go by?  Which one of these 
natures will you go by?  You recognize who you were by nature and what you are by supernatural 
recreation of God.   
 
But understand there is only way you are ever going to understand how to walk under grace.  Walking in 
the spirit is under grace and walking in the flesh is under law (Romans 7).  Walking in the spirit is walking 
in righteousness and true holiness, and walking in the flesh is walking in lasciviousness, and greediness, 
and uncleanness, and sin.  That is where it comes from, whether it is human good or human evil. 
 
Now, the only way you are going to walk in the Spirit, walk under grace, and walk in righteousness and 
true holiness, not false pseudo (manmade) holiness is to walk in the spirit.  You must understand that 
issue or your Christian life will never get off the ground.  
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Now Paul says you have not been taught by Christ to go out and live in sin.  You have been taught by 
Christ that when you got saved, you put off the old man, and you put on the new man.  And if you have 
been taught by Christ as you should have been taught in Romans, (Ephesians presumes Roman’s 
foundation), then you understand that.  You need to understand that you have been taught about 
positional truth – that you put off the old man and you put on the new man.  You have been equipped to 
make positional truth a reality in your daily life.   
 
But now you have a new man.  You are to be renewed in the spirit of your mind.  Ephesians 4:24 – “And 
that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness”.  You put on 
the new man.  (Whether or not a believer has an old man or a new man should be settled by that 
passage.)   
 
By the way, this is April 15, 1986, and I have been away for the last two weeks.  While on vacation in 
Alabama, I preached at my home church on Sunday.  And the pastor was sharing a testimony with me 
that had come to him from the president of Florida Bible College.  The president of Florida Bible College 
said that he has been traveling the country, for 25 years, telling people that you can divide and destroy 
any bible college by asking two questions.  Number one: What must I do to be saved?  Number two: 
What must I do to be spiritual?   
 
Florida Bible College answers the first question right.  They are very clear on what we discussed about 
the clarity of the gospel.  They understand that it is grace through faith plus nothing, and not lordship 
salvation?  Regarding the other question, you will never understand what you must do to be spiritual 
unless you understand the old man and the new man, (the old nature and the new nature), and the issue 
of how to deal with those things.   
 
There is a tremendous controversy going on today, (1986), on the seminary campuses, and on the bible 
college campuses, and on the bible institute campuses all across our country.  I have had letters in the 
past two months, here at the Bible Society, from students at Capital Bible College in Washington DC, 
from Columbia Bible College out on the east coast, from Dallas Theological Seminary down in Dallas, 
Texas, from a conservative Baptist seminary out on the west coast, from Grace Bible College up in Grand 
Rapids and from other places.  It has been interesting that they all just came at one time.  And the two 
things that are “hotly” being discussed on those campuses are lordship salvation and the two natures.  In 
fact, Dallas’ little magazine put out an excellent article refuting lordship salvation recently.   
 
Unfortunately the grace movement up there does not have a very clear statement about the two natures 
coming out of its college, because they are very confused about the gospel.  And now they are teaching, 
in their periodical, that you do not have two natures.  I am not saying that all grace people believe that, 
but I am just saying that they are teaching that and they are in the controversy.  They wanted to be right 
in the main stream of everything, and now they are in the main stream of it (for the worst). 
 
You do not have any problem with that, because you understand what the clarity of the gospel is, I trust, 
and you should understand the issue of the two natures.  Paul says, “Now you know that.  You know 
what you learned from Christ.  If you do not understand that, you didn’t learn from Christ what he was 
trying to teach you about what he did for you when you got saved.” 

 

Ephesians 4:25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth 
with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.  
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Now, there are some particular instructions beginning in Ephesians 4:25 – “Wherefore (because you have 
been taught by Christ that you have put off the old man and put on the new man) putting away lying …”  
He gives you some particulars that grace will teach you, and there are nineteen different particulars listed 
from verse 25 to verse 32.  Folks say, “Well, what is the will of God?  What does God want me to do?”   
 
If you take Ephesians 4 and Romans 12 and write down all the things he tells you to do in those 
passages, and if you would study them and figure out what they mean and how they fit in your life, you 
won’t have time to wonder what God wants you to do.   
 
We talk about what great wonderful work God wants us to do.  He wants us to go to Africa, or he wants 
us to go to Europe, or Asia.  But, the Lord is not interested in where we are as quick as he is what we 
are.  We should be who he has made us to be in Christ.  And where we are will not matter that much 
because wherever we are, we will be what he made us to be.   
 
Now, notice the particulars.  Ephesians 4:25-27 – “Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth 
with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.  Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go 
down upon your wrath: Neither give place to the devil.”  The idea is not to allow anything in your life that 
will give an opportunity for Satan’s program and policy to have a foothold in your life.  Don’t give any 
place in your life for Satan’s program to have any control, or any say, or any activity.   
 
So, put away lying – stop lying.  And, speak every man truth with his neighbour.  That is the put off/put 
on principle in practice.  That is the replacement principle.  And down through this passage you are going 
to see those principles whereby grace operates, those grace principles for the operation of your sonship 
walk are put into practice here.  You learned them in Romans and now he is just going to put them in 
practice going down through here with regard to the walk.  (And again, this is the assembly walking 
together.)  He says, “Put away lying.”  Don’t lie.  Well, how do you not lie?  You stop telling things that 
aren’t true, and you start speaking the truth.  You don’t stop being a liar until you start telling the truth. 
 
Review and bring into your frame of reference, once again, the wonderful instructions that you had about 
the operative principles of grace found in Romans 12:1-9.  And be sure that you remember those things, 
because they are extremely important and helpful in identifying what will go on beginning in Ephesians 
4:25 and down through the end of the chapter.   
 
Once again, let me call to your remembrance the fact that in Ephesians 4, 5, and 6 Paul is describing how 
the local assembly is supposed to operate.  He is talking about the local church here.  He talks, in the 
first three chapters of Ephesians, about the church, the body of Christ – this new agency that God has in 
operation today, this new agency that represents him.  He talks about the purpose for the body, and 
what he will do with the body in the ages to come.  He talks about all the wonderful assets and privileges 
and blessings that are ours, and all spiritual blessings in heavenly places, and what God has done for us, 
and what we can expect, and what we have in Christ.   
 
Now, he begins to describe what God expects of us, and how we are to walk, and how the body itself is 
to gather itself together and to manifest the life that we have in Christ.  “Great is the mystery of 
godliness” (1 Timothy 3:16).  God was manifest in the flesh, and that is what is going on in the church 
today.  That is the issue in the local church.  You are not God, but you are the body of Christ.  You are 
the vehicle through which the life of God is manifested today, and that life is manifested through 
doctrine.  “The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63). 
 
People, take all the details of your life, take the food you must eat, and your friends, and your job and 
you will see all the details of life.  And, he deals with that, but the issue of life is in the doctrine.  It is in 
the knowledge and understanding of what God is doing.  So when you come to these passages, we are 
not just talking about “us” individually (isolated), but we are talking about “us” as members of the body 
functioning together.  And the functioning (the manifestation of this body life) is in the local assemblies.   
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Ephesians 4:25 begins with the word “wherefore”, meaning “because of the fact that you understand that 
you have an old man and a new man, and that the path to victory is to put off the old man and put on 
the new man”.  And how do you do that?  Verse 23 
 
Verse 25 – “Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are 
members one of another.”   
 
That passage is very clear.  He is going to deal with the details of life down through the passage.  He 
starts out with “your tongue” in this passage.  Then he deals with “your emotions” in verses 27 and 28.  
Then he deals with “lifestyle” in verses 28 and 29.  And then he deals with your “mental attitude sins” in 
verses 29, 30, 31, and 32.  So, he deals with your mental attitude, your lifestyle, your emotions, and you 
tongue.  He is dealing with the details of your life.  And you want to remember that doctrine is vital – it is 
life.  That is one of the reasons there is so much emphasis down through this passage on what you say 
or speak.   
 
He begins verse 25 with the word “wherefore”.  He says, “Because you put off the old man, put on the 
new man because this is who God has made you, therefore you should put on truth”.  How do you do 
that?  You stop lying and you start telling the truth.  Put off one, and put on the other.  Why do you do 
that?  The motivation – “for we are members one of another”.  That is the principle in Romans – that 
one-anothering, that mutual concern one for another.  That is a motivating factor.  You should do this 
because of who you are and what you have been made in Christ.  You are to speak the truth. 

 

Ephesians 4:26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon 
your wrath:  

There is something that you have to recognize right up front about dealing with your old man and your 
new man – God desires honesty.  David said, “On the inward part”.  It does not do any good for you to 
have a feeling inside of you about a situation, and then for you to act like you feel a different way.  Do 
you understand what I am talking about?   
 
It is no good for you to cover up your true feelings about a thing.  He said, “Don’t lie to each other, but 
be honest and open.  As the modern psychologists say, “Be transparent”.  They mean “don’t have a mask 
on”.  Don’t say one thing and have something else in your heart.  That will build resentment and give you 
problems.  And that is why he begins, in verse 26, to deal with the issue of anger.   
 
I will give you an illustration.  Turn to Proverbs 26:22-28. 
 
Ephesians 4:26 – “Be ye angry, and sin not.”  Now that is an interesting verse.  If you talk to the average 
psychologist today, (Dobson right on out through the pagans), they will tell you that anger is an 
unhealthy emotion.  I have books in my library where they talk about anger being a destructive, 
unhealthy, sinful emotion.  But, that verse says, “Be angry and sin not.”   
 
Can you be angry and not sin?  According to this verse, you can.  You see, anger is not a bad emotion 
per se.  There are no bad emotions in themselves.  God put the emotional makeup in a man, in a 
woman, in a person.  He gave you emotions in order to motivate you, and stir you, and keep you from 
just sitting like a bump on a dill pickle sitting on the stove.  So, you have emotions to motivate your life 
and to make you do things.  One of the emotions is anger.  And anger can be a good emotion. 
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Now, understand that there are not any bad emotions per se, if you use them properly.  If you use them 
according to the biblical standards, they can be good.  But, emotions can become sinful.  Why?  They can 
become sinful, because you have an old sin nature, and that messes up your use of them.   
 
If you can’t get stirred up about something, you are not worth a dead horse.  If you didn’t care about 
anything or could not get your blood circulated about something, what would life be?  You just need to 
get stirred up about the right things.  If somebody comes along and says something negative about you, 
forget about it.  They are probably right; and if they aren’t, they probably will be next time.  
 
We get mad at little, stupid things.  Do you know what our problem is?  What is the middle letter of sin?  
It is “I”.  What is the middle letter of the word pride?  It is “I”.  That is your problem.  You get mad when 
someone inconveniences you, or kicks you, or defames you, or doesn't do what you want done.  Well, 
who in the world are you in the scope of things?  Just forget it!   
 
But, you can get mad about the right thing.  It’s different if you get stirred up about the right thing.  
Jesus went into the temple, and he saw those money changers, and he got stirred up, and he took a 
whip and ran them out.  John 2:17 
 
Turn to Mark 3:5, 1 Samuel 11:6, and Psalms 7:11. 
 
There are two ways that it can become sinful.  There are two ways that people handle anger.  Number 
one is called ventilation, and number two is called internalization.  In other words, one way to handle 
anger is to just blow up and spit it all out over everybody.  The other way you handle anger is you clam 
up, and you turn it inwardly.  In ventilation you blow up and release it towards others, or circumstances, 
without control.   
 
The problem is that it isn’t controlled.  It is not properly focused.  Internalization is when you take it and 
turn it on yourself.  You hold it inside.  When you blow up, you get nasty with words and actions.  When 
you clam up, you begin to develop nasty feelings inside of you and nasty emotions inside of you.  You 
begin to brood and develop self-pity, and bitterness, and resentment, and depression.  You turn the 
anger inside, and it begins to produce all kinds of other emotional problems internally.  
 
Those two ways of handling anger are wrong.  Those are not the right ways to handle anger, and the 
way you know they are wrong is because God’s word tells you they are wrong.  Let’s look at some verses 
in the book of Proverbs.  The book of Proverbs is a fantastic book of practical psychology in these kinds 
of things.  Proverbs 14:17, Proverbs 14:29, Proverbs 15:1, Proverbs 15:18, Proverbs 15:28, Proverbs 
19:11, Proverbs 22:24-25, Proverbs 25:15, Proverbs 25:28, Proverbs 29:20-22, Proverbs 19:19.  
 
It is not enough to go in one crisis situation and calm it down and manage it through.  You have to break 
the underlying pattern of sinful response.  How do you do that?  You put off the old; you stop the old.  
But does that break it?  No!  You have to put on the new.  What should you put in the place of sinful 
anger?  You put love, appreciation, value, and esteem in the place of sinful anger.  Now that is how it 
works when you blow up, and it is wrong to blow up.  You can find dozens of verses in the word of God 
to demonstrate that it is wrong.   
 
In Ephesians 4:26-27, Paul deals with the other side – “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down 
upon your wrath: Neither give place to the devil.”  He is talking about the internalization.  He is saying, 
“Listen, when you get angry, deal with it right then and get it over with.  Don’t harbor it, and don’t hold it 
in your heart, and don’t keep it with you.” 
 
One good thing about blowing up – at least you let it all out.  But you have a tendency to let it out, and 
then go home and think about it.  You think about it and get it all stirred up again, and then blow up all 
over again.   

tw://bible.*/?id=43.2.17|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=41.3.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=9.11.6|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=19.7.11|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=20.14.17|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=20.14.29|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=20.15.1|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=20.15.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=20.15.28|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=20.19.11|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=20.19.11|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=20.22.24-20.22.25|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=20.25.15|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=20.25.28|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=20.29.20-20.29.22|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=20.19.19|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.4.26-49.4.27|_AUTODETECT_|


 
And, when you internalize it, it begins to churn.  You harbor it, you begin to brood over it; and you begin 
to get a brooding spirit, like a witch over her pot.  Then you begin to feel sorry for yourself, and then you 
begin to get bitter about it.  Your anger produces brooding, and that produces self-pity and bitterness of 
heart, and that old root of bitterness grows up; and pretty soon resentment just takes over.  You begin 
to hate and resent people.  You have all these sinful emotions that are authored by your old sin nature at 
the request of internalized anger.  And pretty soon you’re depressed. 
   
Didn’t I give you a formula for depression?   
 
Problem + Anger x Self-pity = Depression. 
 
You start with an offense of some kind – a problem of some kind.  You add anger to that, which is a 
proper response, because, anger is going to cause you to deal with it and face it.  But when you multiply 
that by self-pity, (that sinful, old-nature authored, emotional response that keeps you from true 
repentance and godly sorrow), that always equals depression.  It never fails.  And you must remove self-
pity from the formula.   
 
Anger is not sinful in itself, but it becomes sinful when you internalize it and multiply it by self-pity, by sin 
and pride.  When you do that, Ephesians 4:27 says, “You give place to the devil”.   
Turn to 2 Corinthians 2, and I will show you something about giving place to the devil.  That does not 
mean that Satan, himself, moves into your apartment or house.  He is talking about the fact that you are 
participating in Satan’s policy of evil against the body of Christ.  2 Corinthians 2:9-10 
 
Ephesians 4:26 – “Be ye angry, and sin not.”  In other words, release the anger under the control of the 
word of God to destroy the problem, not the people involved.  Look at verse 29 

 

Ephesians 4:27 Neither give place to the devil.  

Ephesians 4:28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him 
labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may 
have to give to him that needeth.  

Do you see that total change?  That is the put off/put on principle.  You want to put off some sinful habit.  
Maybe it is an emotional response.  Maybe it is some emotional activity.  Maybe it is a sinful physical 
activity.  We live in an age today where our blessings are spiritual.  The warfare today is spiritual.  
Therefore, with the believer, as he moves through the advancing stages of maturity, the overt, outward 
sins begin to pass away.  He will quit drinking, he will quit cussing, he will quit stealing, he will quit doing 
this and that.  Those things begin to pass away.   
 

But did you notice that in the passages, he will talk about adultery, fornication, stealing, and 
drunkenness; and then he will talk about envy, and malice, and hatred, and variance, and emulation, and 
strife, like they are all one?  Do you know why?  Because they are.  They are all sin, and they are all 
unbecoming to who you are.  It is just as wrong to be hateful and sinfully angry, (uncontrollably angry—
without it being channeled at the program in the right way), envious, and covetous, as it is to be a drunk 
in a gutter somewhere.  We don't like to admit that, and where the believer today winds up most often 
defeated is in sins of the spirit—the attitude—frustration, depression. 
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Do you know one of the greatest things that you are going to have to deal with in your ministry?  It is 
frustrated ambition.  Do you know how to deal with frustrated ambition?  You realize it is self-seeking 
ambition; it is wrong, and you put it off.  And you put in its place, godly humility.  That is how you do 
that.  [grin]  You say, what are you grinning about?  I am grinning about it being so simple.  It is no big 
deal.  Do you know what the problem is?  You don't want to do it.  There is the problem.   
 
Do you know what grace does?  It puts you on the spot, and it says:  Serve because you want to, and 
when you don't, hey, don't blame it on the problem.  Don't blame it on how big the difficulty is.  Do you 
know who you had better blame?  Point those fingers all right back here, because I am the guy to blame.  
God fixed you, you are free.  Isn't that the first principle there?  You are free to present your body—your 
tongue, your attitude, your emotions—all of yourself to Him to be used for His holy purpose.  Don't tell 
Him that you are not free, you liar.  Liar, liar, pants on fire.  You’d better be glad that you are saved, or 
your soul would be.  That is right.  You are free.  Don't go around telling God that you are not.  That’s a 
basic principle.   
 
Folks, that replacement principle is important, and change does not come until you put one off, and put 
the other on.  That is how you have change in your life.  You are free to have it.  The problem is that you 
have to be motivated by grace.  You have to be motivated by God's love to you instead of your own love 
for yourself.  You have to work on the basis of that renewed mind; and every time you have failure, do 
you know whose basis you are working on?  Wouldn't that encourage you?  If I failed, and I get in the 
misery and doldrums of failure, and I am down in the mess, doesn't it encourage you to know why you 
are there?  If you don't know why you are there, can you get out? 
 
That is the very basis of repentance:  that put off/put on method.  That is Paul's methodology for 
repentance.  That is what repentance is today.  Repentance is not just crying.  That is not repentance.  
Repentance is a change of mind.  I quit that, and I start this.  You didn't change your mind until you put 
something in the place of the other thing.  You say that is kind of hard-nosed.  Yes, it is.  Do you know 
why it is?  That is grace.  When you are dealt with on the basis of grace, God is dealing with you in a 
hardball league.  I know you thought it was real easy.  Hey, He put you on the spot, and He just lays 
bare on the table, everything that you are.  Grace puts you on the spot, and says:  serve me; not to get 
anything—you have it all already.  Serve me; not to keep anything—you are never going to lose it.  It is 
yours permanently, for keeps.  Serve me because you love me, because you are grateful that I loved you, 
and I did so much for you.   
 
Every time you don't do it, do you know why you don't do it?  You sin against the greatest love that there 
is to sin against, and He just puts His arm around you, and says:  that is alright, I love you anyway, come 
on and let’s do it right this time.  Well then couldn't you do it right that time?  Sure you could.  But do 
you know what we do?  We don't think that way.  We get all messed up, and then we say:  I know, I will 
go and do something, and if I do this and this and this, He will be happy with me.  You put yourself back 
under the law system, and you are going to perform and get the blessing.  But that won't work.  Verse 
10.  Romans 12:10 
 
Ephesians 4:28 – “Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the 
thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.  Let no corrupt communication 
proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying.”  Do you see how he does that?  
Verse 31 
 
We skipped verse 28 – “Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour.”  Stop stealing, and 
go to work with your hands doing something that is good that you might have something to give to 
people that need it.  Now, that is a reversal of lifestyle, the exact opposite of your lifestyle.   
 
When is a thief no longer a thief?  I wrote that question in the margin of my bible next to Ephesians 
4:28.  Is he no longer a thief when he stops stealing?  No, he is just an unemployed thief when he stops 
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stealing.  He is no longer a thief when he goes to work with his hands that which is good, that he may 
have to give to him that needeth.   
 
Do you know what a thief does?  He takes.  But, you are not a thief anymore when you start giving, not 
when you quit taking.  Now, that is true of every one of those things.  You are not a liar anymore when 
you begin to tell the truth.  You are not a sinfully angry person and a wrathful, bitter, resentful, evil 
speaking, clamorous, malicious, corrupt communicator when you begin to speak words of kindness, with 
a tender heart out of a heart of forgiveness. 
 
Ephesians 4:28  Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the 
thing which is good, … 
 
That’s the way to put down those kinds of things.  It is interesting to me that the thing that Ephesians 4 
says that grace will produce in a person’s life is righteousness.  That’s why Paul says in Romans 8:  
Romans 8:4 

 

 

Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your 
mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may 
minister grace unto the hearers.  

Look at verse 29 – “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth.”  Why would corrupt 
communication proceed out of your mouth?  That happens because you are wonderful and kind, and you 
think about what you will say before you say it.  No, you blow up – anger does that.  When you blow up, 
that is the improper release of anger.   
 
Look at the second half of verse 29 – “But that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister 
grace unto the hearers.”  Every word that comes out of your mouth should be a health-giving word, a 
life-giving word, an edifying word that ministers grace (not the law, not condemnation) to the hearers.  
The words that come out of your mouth should be words that edify, not words that tear down.  The 
words that come out of your mouth should consist of things that can be used to edify the believer – “that 
which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers”. 

 

Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption. (Unto the day of redemption = Body) 

Contrast the Body of Christ with Israel's program - BOC (cannot lose the Holy Spirit) vs Israel (can lose 
the Holy Spirit).  See Psamls 51:11. 
 
The day of redemption is the rapture – the resurrection.  Our bodies are changed.  In Romans 8:29, he 
predestinated us ”to be conformed to the image of his Son.”  It has to do with sharing the glory of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Philippians 3:21 
 
That is eternal security.  You are sealed by God the Holy Spirit unto the day of redemption.  Now, that 
brings up what is in Ephesians 1:14 where the Spirit of God is not only the seal but as the seal, he is 

described as the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession.  That is a 
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reference to the fact that Christ dies on the cross for our sins.  Then he ascends up into heaven.  The 
Holy Spirit comes.  The fall of Israel takes place.  The church the body of Christ is formed.  When you 
trust Christ as your Saviour, God the Holy Spirit takes you, (a believing sinner), identifies you and places 
you in Christ.  He seals you in Christ so that you cannot get out.  You could kick and scream and holler 
and jump around, but you can’t get out of him.  Even if you were to try to get out of him, you couldn’t 
because you are sealed with the Holy Spirit. 
 
Did you ever watch someone making preserves?  My wife used to do that down South.  I remember the 
first time she ever put a water bath on the stove with put a bunch of fig preserves in it.  You boil those 
things with a lid on it and all of the sudden they start popping.  There is a vacuum.  You boil them to get 
the vacuum, and then the lid pops.  When they pop, they are sealed, which means you can take them 
out of that bath and cool them off.  Then they are preserved.  We call them fig preserves, or peach 
preserves, or strawberry preserves.   
Now, they were sealed by my wife, but she wasn’t the seal.  That jar lid was the seal.   
 
Now, the Holy Spirit is the seal; and as the seal, he is the earnest of our inheritance.  Now, that word 
“earnest” means “a down payment”.  If you go out to buy a house, you make a down payment.  When 
you buy the house, there is a little place on the contract that asks for the amount of the earnest money.  
That is a 20th century financial term that anybody that buys and sells property in the state of Illinois 
knows all about.   
 
You can read a commentary, and it will tell you that the word “earnest” is just an old archaic word that 
doesn't mean anything, but that’s just because they don’t buy and sell property, I guess!  The Holy Spirit 
is the earnest of our inheritance.  What do you do when you put earnest money down?  You guarantee 
that you are going to finish the transaction, don’t you?  Don’t you guarantee that you are going to show 
up at the closing with the rest of the money and close the deal?  That is exactly what you are doing.  You 
are putting up a certain amount of money, and then you will bring the rest of it at closing day, when all 
the paperwork is done.  
 
Well, the Holy Spirit is the earnest.  We are put in the body of Christ and the Holy Spirit is the earnest of 
our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, which is the day of redemption when 
Christ comes back and catches us up to be with him.  He takes us out there and we receive our 
inheritance, not in prospect, but in reality. 
 
You go out at the rapture.  You go to the Judgment Seat of Christ, and then you are taken up to be 
presented before God the Father.  And on the basis of the way Christ presents you from the Judgment 
Seat of Christ, God the Father assigns you your position of operation and gives you your working orders, 
(your functioning orders).  He gives you the description of what you will do out there in the heavenly 
places. 
 
Here you are in the body of Christ, and you function until the rapture.  The thing that keeps you in the 
body of Christ, preserved, is God the Holy Spirit.  He is also the earnest, the guarantee.  You have him 
until then.  He is the guarantee that you will go out at the rapture.  That is security, folks!  He is the 
earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.  
God the Holy Spirit is our seal, and he is the down payment of our future glory.  That is why he is called 
the Spirit of adoption. 
 
Adoption is “the placing his sons”. You have been predestinated according to Ephesians 1:5.  God saves 
you and puts you in Christ, and he predetermined that he was going to declare you publicly and openly 
before the universe as his full-grown sons.  The adoption takes place at the day of redemption (Romans 
8:23).  The last part of the verse says, “ … waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.”  
When you go out at the rapture, God Almighty redeems your body.  He comes and takes your body, and 
the day of redemption takes place.   
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In the bible, the rapture is called the day of redemption.  That is the redemption of the purchased 
possession.  He comes back and he takes the purchased possession, the body of Christ, unto himself.  
When he does that, he gives you a new glorified body, and you share in his glorification that he has over 
here.  You share in it there.  And the guarantee of your sharing that is the Holy Spirit’s presence.   
 
God is not going to loose a part of himself, folks.  He is not going to leave a part of himself, a part of the 
Holy Spirit, in Chicago when the rapture comes.  He is going to take us all.  He is permanently here 
guaranteeing that we are going to be out there when Christ comes.  He is the down payment.  Romans 
8:28-30 
 
Now, notice verse 30 – “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption.”  Boy I struggle with that verse.  There is another verses like it – 1 Thessalonians 5:19.  I 
don’t know if you ever thought about that passage.  That word “grieve” means “to cause pain”.  How do 
you grieve God the Holy Spirit?   
 
1 Thessalonians 5:19 says, “Quench not the Spirit.”  Now, that verse I can understand.  It means don’t 
put out his activity.  In a local assembly of believers, he says not to quench or hamper or hinder or slow 
down his activity.  Don’t do the things that he lists in the passage.  Don’t violate those things, because 
when you do, you hamper his activity in the assembly.  I can get that verse. 
 
But, what about causing pain to him?  I thought God looked at us “in Christ” and sees us there.  Then 
what is there “in Christ” that he sees that causes pain for God the Holy Spirit that sealed us until the day 
of redemption?  We are secure.   
 
Well, I struggled with that verse until one day I realized that it says, “Grieve not”.  It doesn't say, “Don’t 
make him angry.”  He will never be angry with you “in Christ”.  God is never going to condemn you.  He 
is never going to kick you out of his family.  He is never going to put you in an oven and bake you.  He is 
never going to take a stick and whack you in the head.  He is not going to inflict financial reversal and ill 
health and all of these terrible things on you. 
 
I watched a television show last night about a little boy that didn’t have an arm.  It was about a one-
armed major league baseball player that was a great inspiration to this little boy with one arm.  They 
were sitting out in a park one-day; and the little boy looks at the man and says, “Do you ever get over 
people making fun of you?”   
 
And the man said, “No, you don’t.”  He is still struggling with the bitterness over that.  The little boy said, 
“But, I just can’t understand why God doesn't love me, or why God is mad at me.”  And the man looked 
at him and said, “Well, what do you mean?”  He said, “Well, he had to be mad at me; he took away my 
arm!” 
 
Well, I felt like getting up out of my seat and just screaming to the top of my lungs.  I get angry about 
that!  You can get my blood stirred up when you start giving God a bum rap like that.  God Almighty 
didn’t take that kids arm away.  God wasn’t sitting up there in heaven looking down saying, “Well, this 
guy messed up, and I’m going to cut his arm off.”  That is baloney!  He lost his arm because we live in a 
fallen, sinful, corrupt, decaying creation, and somebody made a mistake that led to an accident that 
would never have happened if Adam and Eve hadn’t sinned.   
 
Oh I have explained that to you over and over, and I hope you get that.  God Almighty loves you and he 
is for you.  God is not going around whacking believers, or unbelievers for that matter.  Sin has its 
natural consequences in every life – be not deceived; God is not mocked; whatsoever man soweth that 
shall he also reap.  You are going to get payday for what you do. 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.8.28-45.8.30|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.8.28-45.8.30|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=52.5.19|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=52.5.19|_AUTODETECT_|


But listen, God doesn't get angry with the believer, but he doesn't ignore you either.  He looks at the 
assembly, and he sees the reality of your experience; and there is a situation where you can grieve the 
Holy Spirit.  What does “grieve the Holy Spirit” mean.  It means “to make him sad”.  God the Holy Spirit 
indwells your body, and he knows your potential for Christ.  He knows the potentiality that you have to 
live victorious in every detail of your life, and he sees how Satan’s strongholds limit you.  He sees how 
Satan comes along with his policy of evil, and steals your joy, and makes you miserable, and limits your 
usefulness, and stops your growth.   
 
He doesn't get angry with you, but it breaks his heart.  It grieves him.  But, he isn’t going to condemn 
you for it, and he isn’t going to be against you for it, and he isn’t going to strike back at you in anger 
because God has forgiven you for Christ’s sake.  Verse 32 tells you that.  But it does affect him because 
he isn’t above your experience.  God the Holy Spirit is one that indwells you, and he seals you until the 
day of redemption so you are secure.  But, you can grieve him because he sees the defeat; he sees the 
limitation; he sees the loss of joy and usefulness, and he knows the potential that you have. 

 

 

Ephesians 4:31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, 
and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:  

Verse 31 – “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from 
you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God 
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”  Put that off, and put this on in its place. 
 
Do you know how you grow a crop?  You go out and till the ground.  You tear up all the weeds and get 
rid of all the problems.  You put away all the bad things, and then you just sit there.  Isn’t that right?  
No, you get rid of all the bad, and you get rid of all the weeds, and all the Johnson grass, and all the 
cockleburs, and everything else.  Then you plant the seed.  You put off the old and you put in the new.  
That is the way it is in the life of a believer – the replacement principle. 
 
Do you want to replace bad habits in your life?  Do you want to replace sinful activities in your life?  Do 
you want to learn how to stop sin?  Well, you stop sin, and you start righteousness.  You stop doing what 
is wrong, (you put it off ), and you put proper behaviour in its place.  You have to put something in its 
place.  And if you just swap one sin for another, you are not much better off.  I mean, one sin might cost 
more than the other, but it is not a whole lot better off.  You are still a slave to sin.  But, if you stop the 
sin and put the opposite (some right behavior) in its place,  you have the victory. 
 
Do you know when a thief is no longer a thief in verse 28?  It is not when he quit stealing.  He is just an 
unemployed thief at that point.  He is no longer a thief when he works with his hands that which is good, 
that he may have to give to him that needeth.  When that man puts off living for himself, and taking for 
himself, and learns to live for others, then he is no longer a thief.   
 
Now, that replacement principle is demonstrated down through that passage.  We will start in the next 
lesson in verse 25 and come down through the details of it and go on.  But I want you to understand 
what you are doing.   
 
You should study those principles in Romans 12 – those four operative principles of grace – those 
operating principles of grace that produce the sonship walk.  And you will see how they work in here – 
that replacement principle.  You are free (verse 22, 23, 24 – the freedom principle).  Then you will see 
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the replacement principle and the mutuality of consideration (the one-anothering principle), and then the 
grace motivation.  And they are all right here in Ephesians.   
 
I pray for you ladies and gentlemen that the reality of the life that we have in Christ will be experienced 
in your life, that you grow to have big souls that are filled with him who loved us and gave himself for us, 
and that your ministries will be ministries that cause these things to be reflected in the congregations, 
that God will use you to establish and edify.  
 
Ephesians 4:31 – “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away 
from you, with all malice.”  Bitterness is that irritated state of mind that produces harsh and hard 
opinions of people.  Wrath and anger is the outburst of passion.  Clamour is demanding that you are 
right; it is that bold assertion of your rights and your grievances.  Evil speaking is just slander of any 
kind.  Malice is hatred that is all built up. 
 
Now, what are you to put in their place?  Do you see that “put off/put on” principle?  Put off corrupt 
communication that is unwholesome and that destroys, and put on things that build people up.  Don’t put 
on words that tear down, but put on words that build up.  Get rid of bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, 
and evil speaking with all malice, and be kind.  Isn’t that interesting?   
 
You are supposed to be kind one to another.  Do you know how many problems could be solved in your 
life if you would just be kind, if you would just stop to think?  Proverbs says, “The smart man, the 
righteous man, thinks about what he is going to say.”  (Proverbs 15:28)  You think about it, and you 
think about how to say kind, edifying, grace-ministering things that build people up.   
 
You speak the law most of the time, don’t you?  You say, “An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth.”  Isn’t 
that what you do?  You should stop and think about it.  It doesn't cost anything to think about it.  Can I 
stop and think about it?  Sure I can, and I can be kind. 
 

 

Ephesians 4:32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. (Col 3:13) 4 

We forgive those who trespass against us too, but for a far different reason.  We do it because God, for 
Christ's sake, has forgiven us.  There is a difference between the two programs.  One the law program, 
one the grace program and yet the good work is the same.   
 
Do you want to handle those sinful emotional responses that we mentioned awhile ago?  Well, that’s how 
you do it.  You say, “I’m free from those things!  I choose not to be filled with bitterness and wrath and 
anger and clamour and evil speaking.  I choose to handle my anger and my sinful responses in the 
proper way.  I choose to identify them as sin.”  You say, “God save me from that!”  You put it off. 
 
Well, what is the Replacement Principle that we learned in Romans?  You put off and put on (Ephesians 
4:24).  What do you put on in its place?  Ephesians 4:32 – You put on kindness in place of anger, wrath, 
bitterness, clamour, and evil speaking.  You choose to be tenderhearted, forgiving one another, (here’s 
the measure), even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”  Does God hold a short account system 
and make you come to him and confess your sin before he forgives you?  If that were so, you would wait 
for a person to apologize to you before you would forgive them.   
 
But, that is not how it works.  God forgave you on the basis of grace.  He said, “I am not going to hold 
their sin against them.”  That is total acceptance, and total forgiveness, and total freedom to deal with it.  
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Our relationship is not threatened, but we are just able to deal with the problems knowing that the 
relationship is secure. 
 
Now, when you talk about that, I know people say, “What about 1 John 1:9?  See 1 John 1:9. 
 
Ephesians 4:32 – “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted.”  You say, “I have trouble being kind!”  
Well, then be tenderhearted!  “Forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”  
He said, “They don’t deserve it; they didn’t ask for it.”  Well, do it the way God for Christ’s sake forgave 
you.  Did you deserve it?  Are you asking him for it?  He said you were helpless, an ungodly sinner, an 
enemy.  But, be kind and tenderhearted on the basis of grace motivation.  Do you follow that passage?  
That is important.  
 
Now, there is a point in verse 32 that I cannot fail to mention to you.  Compare that passage to Matthew 
6. 
 
By the way, you will never disappoint the Lord.  To disappoint somebody, a person has to expect 
something out of you that you don’t live up to.  God knows the end from the beginning, people.  He 
knows everything you are going to do.  He knows all of it – past, present, and future.  How can you do 
something that he doesn't know you will do?  He knows what you will do, so he is not expecting 
something out of you that you are not going to do.  Do you follow that?  So, you are not going to 
disappoint him.  The disappointment is not for him, but it is grieving over what you are losing in your 
experience.   
 
Notice in Ephesians 4:32 – “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”  Notice the motivation.  Are you to forgive one another?  
Why are you to forgive one another?  You are to forgive one another because you have been forgiven.  
He says, “Look, this is how God treats you, this is how God loves you, this is how God forgives you, so 
you act like that.”  That is grace.  You are motivated by grace – you forgive because you have been 
forgiven, you forgive because God has given you the gift already.  Now notice Matthew 6:14-15 
 
You say, “How much am I supposed to forgive people”?  He says in Ephesians 4:32 – “Even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you”.  How much am I supposed to love?  You are supposed to love just like 
Jesus did, just like the Lord did – that much!  Just give yourself to God.   
 
All of the sudden teaching bible class can get to meddling, can’t it?  But, that is the issue, that is the 
motivation, that is the basis, and that is what we are doing.  And do you know what you do in the body 
of Christ?  You are to be demonstrating that love.  He gave himself for us.  The idea is that he just gave 
himself up.  He surrendered himself willingly for us.  You remember the verse (John 10:17:18) “No man 
takes my life; I lay it down; I take it up”.  Do you remember that?   
 
In Romans 4:25, he says, “Who was delivered (just freely handed over) for our offences.”  See Roman 
8:32 

 

 

Ephesians: 5 

  

Walk in Love 
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5:1-6 walk in love 

Ephesians 5:1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;  

We are studying the earthly side of our heavenly calling – our responsibilities to walk worthy.  We are 
also seeing the heavenly side of our earthly calling, our earthly walk (the earthly things, the resources 
that we have to walk worthy with). 
 
We are at Ephesians 5:1 where we will take up another issue in the walk.  We have seen that, first, we 
are to walk intelligently (4:17) – the liberty we have in Christ, walk in liberty.  Now, we are going to see 

that we are to walk in love (5:2) – the devoted walk.  Then, (5:8) we are to walk distinctly, walk in light.  
Then, we will see some more as we go on down through the chapter.   
 
Ephesians 5:1 – “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children.”  The “therefore” refers back to 
Ephesians 4:20-32.  He is saying, “Because of who you are in Christ, because of what you learned” – 
(“But ye have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as 
the truth is in Jesus”).  We talked about that.  You learn who you are in Christ.   

 
I will point this out to you again: Ephesians 4:25-32 is tremendously important.  The problem solving 
techniques under grace are demonstrated there – the put off the old man and put on the new man, and 
walking by faith based on who you know you now are in Christ, not what you see about who you are, not 
what you experience about it, but what God’s word says.  Therefore, you can put off the old man, and 
put on the new man, and live on the basis of a renewed mind.  Now, that problem-solving technique that 
we talked about in that passage is critically important for you to learn.  And you need to learn it in order 

to have victory in your own life, but you also need to learn it to be able to deal with other people. 
 
I was in Pennsylvania at a Missionary Conference two weeks ago, and one evening after the service a 
man came up to talk with us.  He was in a real deep conviction, and he wanted to talk, and wanted to be 
dealt with out of the word.  So we took him in the prayer room and sat down with him and began to talk 
with the man.   
 

And, the man said, “You know, I don’t know if I’m saved or not.”  We asked, “Well, why don’t you 
know?”  He said, “Well, I have all of these sins, and I can’t stop sinning.  I can’t stop sin!” 
 
We talked to him for a little while, and the man is a saved man.  His hope, and his confidence, and his 
trust is in Christ and Christ alone.  No matter what you would say to him or how you would go at him, 
you couldn’t shake him from that.  But, he had been going to this charismatic church, and they had been 
telling him that saved people can’t do this, and saved people can’t do that, and all of this other stuff.  

They had him real confused.   
 
As we began talking with him, I dealt with him, in the scripture, about sin and the sin in his life and the 
way it controlled him.  (You can talk to somebody like that for a little while and finally you just have 
enough of him.)  I had it up to my neck about how he couldn’t quit smoking cigarettes, and how he 
couldn’t quit drinking, and how he couldn’t quit cussing, and how he couldn’t quit lusting, and how he 
couldn’t quit this and the other thing. 

 
I finally said, “You know, Jim, you are just lying to me, and you need to quit lying.”  He said, “I can’t quit 
lying either, preacher!”  He couldn’t quit anything! 
 
I read Romans 6:6 to him – “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  For he that is dead is freed from sin.”  I 
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said to him, “The fact is you are free.  You don’t feel it, but that is the fact!  Now, you need to walk by 
faith.” 
 
We continued to go over and over that passage with him until it sunk into his brain, into his spirit, into his 
heart (I hope).  I said to him, “The fact is you don’t have to do those things.  Now let’s talk about why 
you do them.”   
 
The point that I am trying to make to you, in this story, is that you put off the old man and you put on 
the new man; and you do it by that renewed mind.  The way to do it is just to walk by faith.  Now, most 
believers do not understand how to solve problems under grace.  Most believers think that you solve 
problems in your life by putting yourself under the law.  You try to use a restriction.  You put up a big 
prohibitive to stop sin in your life, or to make you bring forth fruit.  You operate on a performance system 
with expectations, and so on and so forth, rather than operating on the basis of grace. 
 
But, if you will understand how that works in your life based on that passage, then you can begin to 
understand and begin to know how to deal with other people.   
 
Listen, the people that live in your house, or attend your church, are sinners, just like the people in the 
house next door.  The difference between believers and unbelievers is not that believers are not sinners, 
because we are both sinners.  The difference is that believers know what to do about their sin.  They 
know how to deal with their sin, consequently, they know how to progress out of those sinfully 
habituated patterns of life, and consequently have victory, experientially, in Christ.   
 
Sound doctrine is always demonstrable in experience.  We don’t base our doctrine on experience, but we 
can demonstrate our doctrine in our experience.  And if a doctrine can’t be demonstrated in experience, 
perhaps, it is not sound doctrine.  So doctrine sets you free, and it has an affect.   
 
And, that is what Paul is saying there.  “Therefore” – because of what you have learned about who you 
are in Christ, and about how free you are, and about how to solve the problem of the old man / new man 
conflict, therefore, be followers of God, as dear children.”  Turn to 1 Thessalonians 5:19 
 
Ephesians 5:1 – “Be ye therefore (because of who you are in Christ and who you know you are) followers 
of God, as dear children.”  The Greek word for follower is “mimetes”, and we get our word “mimic” from 
it.  The word mimeograph (the copy machine) comes from it.  Therefore, the new bibles translate the 
word “imitate”.   
 
Now, the problem with saying, “Be ye therefore imitators of God” is that an imitation is a counterfeit.  
When you have an imitation, you have something that is generally considered not to be the real thing.  If 
you notice the context, verse 2, “And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us.”  The context is 
“walking”, and when you walk, you follow somebody.  You are not imitating them, unless you are a 
counterfeit trying to be passed off as the genuine article.  So, when you hear people talking about being 
imitators of God, that rubs me the wrong way.  “Followers” is what it should be.   
 
You want to remember these two statements.  The greatest imitator of Jesus Christ, in the bible, is 
Satan.  The greatest follower of Jesus Christ, in the bible, is the apostle Paul.  “Be ye followers of me, 
even as I also am of Christ.” 
 
So, you want to follow him.  You don’t want your walk to try to mimic, but rather to follow on and go in 
the way that he goes.   
 
“Be ye therefore followers of God.”  What does that mean?  That is Ephesians 4:24 – “And that ye put on 
the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”  When he talks about “be 
followers of God”, he is talking about going and doing the same thing that God is doing in your life.  You 
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figure out what God is doing in your walk, (God is forming the body of Christ), and you go do the same 
thing in your walk and in your life that God is doing.  Let your conduct line up with the position that you 
have in Christ. 
 
Ephesians 5:1 – “BE ye therefore followers of God, as dear children.”  That expression “dear children” is 
“loved ones, children of his love”.   
 
In Matthew 3:17, God says, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
In Matthew 17:5, he says, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him”. 
Ephesians 1:6 – You are accepted in the beloved one.  You are God’s dear children because you are in 
Christ. 
Now, 1 John 4:7 says that God is love.  1 John 1:5 says that God is light.  1 John 5:6 says that God is 
truth.   

 

 

Ephesians 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath 
given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweetsmelling savour.  

Therefore, (Ephesians 5:2), as dear children of God, walk in love (God is love.).  Verse 8 – Walk in light, 
as children of light (children of God, children of light).  Verse 15 – Walk circumspectly, not as fools, but 
as wise (walk in wisdom, God is truth). 
 
So, when he is talking about “be ye followers of God”, he is talking about “God is love, so you walk in 
love”, “God is light, so you walk in light”, “God is truth, so you walk in wisdom”.  You go out and follow 
who God is and you go out and follow what God is.  Do not try to be an imitation of it, but be the real 
genuine thing, walking in line with what God is doing.   
 
Ephesians 5:2 – “And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us.”  Now, that is agape love.  It is that 
mental attitude love.  In other words, you are to walk, not from emotions, but from truth.  
 
Now, you know the passages on agape (Philippians 1:9-11, 1 Corinthians 13, and so forth).  That is that 
mental attitude love – the ability to value and esteem a thing the way God does.  Walk in the value and 
the esteem that God has.   
 
Now, notice the measure of it – “as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us.”  There’s a 
definition of love.  He loved us and gave himself for us “an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweetsmelling savour”.  Love is not a lifeless esotericism.  It is not merely theoretical, and it is not merely 
sentimental.  Love is giving.  It is not getting.  The example, in the bible, of the love that God describes is 
not me getting something, but it is giving.  It is Christ giving himself for us.  Paul said five times, “He 
loved us and gave himself for us”.  Paul said it five times – “Christ gave himself for us”.  (Ephesians 5:2, 
Ephesians 5:25, Galatians 1:4, Galatians 2:20, and Titus 2:14.)   
 
You talk about a message that will preach, brothers.  You get those passages down, and get the topic 
that each one is dealing with, and you will have a message that will preach for five weeks running.  You 
will have five 30-minute messages.  “He loves us and gave himself for us.” 
 
1 John 3:11 is a tremendous passage describing love.  People say 1 Corinthians 13 is the “love chapter” 
in the bible, and it really isn’t.  It is not really about love.  It is about the passing, and the temporary 
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nature, of the sign gifts.  That is quite a different topic, but it is right there in the middle of chapter 12 
and 14.  If there is a “love chapter” in the bible, like there is a “faith chapter” (Hebrews 11), it would be 1 
John 4.  But I want you to look at 1 John 3:11-18. 
 
Ephesians 5:2 – “And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.”  Now that is what God sees in Christ.  When he takes 
in what Christ did at Calvary, it is a sweetsmelling savour to God.  It is satisfying to him.  It is something 
that pleases him, and makes him happy, and satisfies him.  A sweetsmelling savour is something that is 
associated with the burnt offerings in the bible. 
 
Turn to Genesis 8.  Burnt offerings were very special kinds of offerings in the word of God.  They had to 
do with something that was totally dedicated to the Lord.  If you go back before the time of Genesis 8 
and let that represent Adam and Eve and you go over to the time of Genesis 8 and Noah, between Adam 
and Eve and Noah there were no burnt offerings, no burnt sacrifices.  Genesis 8:20 
 
Those sacrifices back there, under the law, those things that those people did when they dedicated the 
sacrifice completely to the Lord and consumed it with fire, were called a sweet savour, something that 
God was honored and pleased with.   
 
In the age of grace, you and I are to walk in love, to walk in total dedication to the Lord.  You are to walk 
in love, but I don’t mean walking in love to other people.  Anybody can love somebody else.  If you put 
enough money in it, or return in it, and you can love anybody.  You can go out here in the world and you 
can see unsaved, godless people going up and down skid row loving people.  But, I am talking about 
loving the Lord.  Walk in love.  If you love the Lord, all the other stuff will take care of itself.   
 
You know what that passage in 1 John said.  You don’t have to worry about that.  If you love the Lord, 
the other will take care of itself.  But you can do all the other stuff, love men, love your neighbor, and all 
of that, and never love God.  But, you can’t love God and not love people.   
 
You are to walk in love unto the Lord – total, complete dedication to the Lord, like Christ did, (walk in 
love as Christ loved us and gave himself an offering and a sacrifice to God).  You give yourself to God in 
total dedication.  When you do that, when you serve him out of love and gratitude, Paul calls the things 
that you do a sweet savour unto the Lord.  The things that you do out of just love to the Lord, total 
dedication to him, are a sweet savour unto him today.  Philippians 4:17 
 
Now, turn back to Ephesians 5:2.  People, when you walk in love, the idea there is to be totally dedicated 
to him, just to reflect all that Christ is and all that you are in him, and just to be totally dedicated and 
surrendered to him, and completely used by him and handed over to him.  “And walk in love, as Christ 
also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling 
savour.”  That is the motivation that will show you how to walk intelligently.  Do you want to know how 
to motivate yourself and your congregation to serve God?  That verse is it! 
 
Listen, time and again, I told you of the verse of scripture that revolutionized my ministry.  Do you 
remember what it was?  It is the last verse in 2 Corinthians 1:24.  He says, “Not for that we have 
dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand”.  If you want to be motivated, 
if you want to motivate people, don’t put them or yourself under the law, but look at what Christ has 
done and get excited and grateful for what he has done for you, and that will motivate you to walk in 
love.  You will walk in absolute total dedication to God, which is a sweet savour to him. 
 
Ephesians 5:1-2 – “BE ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; And walk in love, as Christ also 
hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling 
savour.”  “Walking in love” just has to do with walking in absolute, complete, total dedication.   
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49:5:3 ദുർന്നടപ്പും യാതൊരു അശുദ്ധിയും അത്യാഗ്രഹവും നിങ്ങളുടെ ഇടയിർ പേർ 

പറകപോലും അരുതു; 

Now, he begins in Ephesians 5:3 and he says, “But”.  The walk of love is a sweet savour unto the Lord.  
It is something that he is well pleased with.  It is something that honors him and thrills him.  It is 
something that he rejoices in.  
 
Folks, there is supposed to be a distinction between a saved man and a lost man, and he says, “Look, 
walk in love and that will motivate you to walk in the light – to walk differently”.  You want to have a 
different life, a life that honors and pleases God, and to do that, you have to walk in the light, walk in the 
condition of who you are. 
 
Would you look at that list of sins?  That is just the degrading sins of the world.  We are not going to 
spend a lot of time studying those things, but I wish you would sit sometime this next week and just 
ponder that list; and let that list sink into your mind, and let it turn you against those things.  If you sit 
there and read that list long enough, it will turn your stomach about these things.   
 
Notice what he does there – there are three sins that he lists: fornication, uncleanness, and 
covetousness.  Do you know what fornication is?  The Greek word is “porneia”, which is where we get 
our word “pornography”.  It is just talking about illicit wickedness.  Uncleanness is just the utter depravity 
that people can go to. Covetousness is just that insatiable desire for more and more and more. 
 
Ephesians 5:3 – “But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among 
you, as becometh saints.”  You are not merely advised against doing these things, but you are to avoid 
even discussing them, even talking about them.  Ephesians 5:12  
 
Verse 3 – “But fornication.”  Fornication is continuous sex sins of any kind of shape and variety.  
Sometimes people say that fornication is illicit sex between unmarried people, and adultery is stepping 
outside the marriage relationship.  Adultery is that, but fornication is more than just unmarried people.  It 
is a continuous kind of thing.   
 
Jesus says in Matthew 19 that the only condition for divorce over there was fornication.  Well, if married 
people could not commit fornication, you wouldn’t ever have a problem of getting divorced because 
divorced people are married to start with.  So, it is more involved that just illicit sex between unmarried 
people.   
 
Ephesians 5:3 – “But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among 
you.”  Notice that – don’t let it, even one time, be named among you.  Don’t talk about it, and don’t let it 
be something that occurs in your midst, even one time.  Turn to 1 Corinthians 5:1 
 
In Ephesians 5:3, when Paul says, “let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints”, when he 
says not to talk about it, he means you can’t mess around with sin and win.  And, a child of God 
understands that, and he knows something about sin.   

 

Ephesians 5:4 Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which 
are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.  

Now, notice Ephesians 5:4 – there are three types of sin, three types of people, and then there are three 
types of conversation that goes along with the sin and the sinful people.  There is filthiness, then there is 
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foolish talk, and then there is jesting.  And those three sins go along with the three types of sin – 
fornication for the whoremonger who has filthy talk.   
 
When you hear filthy kind of talk, you know the person it is coming out of?  It is that whoremonger right 
there.  When you see a whoremonger, that is the way he talks, and that is what he does.  When you see 
a fornicator, that is who he is, and that is the way he talks.  And, I don’t care what he dresses like.   
 
Uncleanness – the unclean person has foolish talk, all kinds of dumb things that tear people down.  
Ephesians 4:29 – “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to 
the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers”.  You will never hear that which is good 
to the use of edifying coming out of the unclean person.  You will hear things that tear down. 
 
Covetousness is practiced by the idolater – jesting.  Jesting is not simply humor.   
 
Not too long ago, an organization wrote me a letter, and they said, “In our Bible Conference, we don’t 
want any foolish jesting.  We don’t want jokes and that kind of thing.”  They used that verse right there 
to justify what they were saying, and that is not what that verse is talking about.  The word “jesting” 
means “that which raises laughter at the expense of decency”.  He is not talking about pure humor that is 
appropriately used.  He is talking about humor that is used at the expense of decency.  And that is 
exactly what a covetousness man does.   
 
Now, you think about that for awhile.  Think about all the ramifications of that, and it will change your 
attitude toward those things, I hope. 
 
Ephesians 5:4 – “Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather 
giving of thanks.  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is 
an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.”  Now we talked about that 
passage in the last lesson, and I tried to show you how the degrading sins of the world are listed in three 
comparative categories.   
 
In Ephesians 5:4, he says, “Those things are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks”.  You are not to 
be involved in sin, and you are not once to name it, instead you are to give thanks.  One of the marks of 
being filled with the Spirit is giving thanks always.  Ephesians 5:20 

 

 

Ephesians 5:5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean 
person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in 
the kingdom of Christ and of God. (Lost people) 

Look at Ephesians 5:5 – “For this ye know, that no whoremonger, (a whoremonger is somebody who 
commits fornication) nor unclean person, nor covetous man.”  He is going to list three people.  First, he 
listed three sins, and now he is listing three people: whoremonger, unclean person, and a covetousness 
man who is an idolater.   
 
Would you please notice that covetousness, in the bible, is identified as idolatry (Colossians 3:5)?  Do you 
understand why Paul talks about, and warns against, covetousness when he talks about the office of a 
pastor in Timothy?  In the work of the ministry, you can become an idolater by coveting things, by 
coveting big buildings, and big crowds, and big offerings, and big salaries, and big positions.  You can 
make an idol out of your religious tradition, and your religious system, and your religious service to God.  
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What do you think an idol is anyway?  Do you think it is some Buddha or some screwy thing down in 
some Brazilian jungle somewhere?  What do you think motivates them anyway?  It is covetousness.  It is 
the desire to use that thing to gain and profit from it – supposing that gain is godliness.   
 
Now, we concluded the last lesson by discussing the issue about the inheritance in verse 5.  I tried to 
show you that the people who do not inherit the kingdom of Christ and of God in verse 5 are lost people.  
There is a comparison passage in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 where he talks about lost people not inheriting the 
things of God; they do not go to heaven. 
 
And yet there is also a passage in Galatians 5:21 that describes saved people not inheriting the kingdom.  
The works of the flesh, in the life of a believer, can keep that believer from an inheritance.  And the 
inheritance that he does not receive does not have to do with the fact that he is lost, but there is a 
reward of the inheritance in Colossians 3:24.  It talks about the reward that belongs to the inheritance, 
and that has to do with what the believer is involved in. 
 
You understand the difference between your position in Christ and your practice on the earth.  You have 
a standing in Christ, and you have a state (a condition) that you are in down here on the earth.   
When you were born, you had an old sin nature, and that old sin nature is all you had.  But when you got 
saved, you immediately got a position in Christ that was a perfect and complete position.  You have that 
old sin nature until either death or the rapture comes.  And when death or the rapture comes, you get rid 
of the old sin nature and you get a physical, glorified body that is in the image of Christ.  It physically 
possesses the position that you have in Christ.  
 
Now, in your experience between the time you get saved and the time of your death or the rapture 
(when you get rid of the old man), you are to be growing in your appropriation of the position.  When 
you get saved, you are not to continue to walk like a lost man, but you are not immediately going to walk 
like who you are in Christ either.  You are to walk worthy of the vocation.  You are to be constantly 
growing up in the position that you have in Christ.   
 
And your experience during that time has to do with your capacity for appreciation of what you have in 
Christ.  It has to do with taking the position that you have in Christ and building that up in your soul.  
The issue is godly edification.  And in your experience, the growth factor that you enjoy and appropriate 
in your walk, simply has to do with how closely your daily life comes into conformity with what you have 
in Christ. 
 
Now, Paul says, “If we suffer with him, we will reign with him”.  There is an issue at the judgment seat of 
Christ where God Almighty recognizes this experiential activity in the life of the believer.  The soul 
capacity that you develop between salvation and death or the rapture is recognized at the judgment seat.   
 
When you and I, as members of the body of Christ, appear before that judgment seat, it is not to 
condemn you, and it is not to judge you down.  But rather, it is to ascertain and officially recognize the 
position that you have attained as far as the capacity of your soul’s appreciation for what you have in 
Christ.  We will all be equal in Christ.  We will all be up there positionally, which is even true of us now, 
but we will also be up there experientially, which is also true of us now. 
 
The difference between one believer and another believer in Christ, today, is that we are all equal in 
position, but we are not all equal in experience (experiencing that position).  And the reason is that there 
is a difference between us because of how much time we, as individuals, spend in the issue of godly 
edification.    
 
Well, the more doctrine we build up in our soul, (that godly edification), and the more appreciation we 
have for what we have in Christ, the more we are able to appropriate it and see it live in us as a reality.  
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It becomes a reality the further along that we develop in the “growing up into him” issue and Christ being 
formed in us.  Practically speaking, that could make a tremendous difference between us as you will see 
when we go down through Ephesians 5.   
 
There are some believers at Ephesus who act just like they are unsaved, and yet they are not.  There are 
some others that are walking worthy of the vocation wherewith they are called.  They are growing up 
into him, which is the head in all things.  And so, experientially, the difference is based on what kind of 
capacity we gain for the ability to operate as members of the body of Christ. 
 
Now, that capacity is recognized at the judgment seat of Christ, and that is the issue at the judgment 
seat of Christ.  Nothing that originates in, or proceeds from, the old man (the old sin nature, the old 
human viewpoint) will be of any value at the judgment seat of Christ.  The only thing in your experience, 
(in the life of the believer in time), that will be an issue in the ages to come is what Christ did through 
you.  He is not going to deal with things you did on earth, because it will be gone.  I will show you the 
passages a little later about how things done on the earth will never be a problem for you later.  But God 
is going to evaluate the different capacities of each member of the body of Christ, and those capacities 
are a conditional thing based on our willingness to allow this growing process, this edification process, to 
be a reality in our life. 
 
Now, let’s go over the passages that deal with the judgment seat of Christ.  There are some people that 
make the judgment seat of Christ a legalistic kind of a thing.  In other words, they say you are saved by 
grace, but then you are under a performance system, and you are trying to perform.  And the more you 
perform, and the more you do, the more rewards that you will get.  And the less you do, the less you will 
get.  In other words, the motivation for your service is to be getting rewards in the ages to come.  If it is 
a reward in that sense, (based on what you do), and your motivation is to get a reward for yourself, that 
is not grace motivation.  That is self-motivation.  The motivation is not getting something for me, but 
people make it a performance system in order to get the blessing.   
 
Then other people say, “No you are saved by grace, and your Christian life is by grace, so therefore there 
cannot be any reward in the ages to come.”  If that is true, how in world can Paul say, “If we suffer with 
him, we’ll reign with him”?  How can he say that if we serve the Lord Christ there is the reward of the 
inheritance?  How can he say things like in Ephesians 6 that indicate that there is an affect at the 
judgment seat of Christ based on your experience in your Christian walk?   
 
Well, Christ liveth in me and the life that I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the son of God that 
loved me and gave himself for me.  Paul said, “Hey, it isn’t me, but it is the grace of God that labours in 
me.”  As I walk in the Spirit recognizing who I am in Christ, and walk worthy of that, then it is God that 
works in me both to will and do his good pleasure.  And when it is God working in me, God can reward 
his working in the ages to come.  So, the rewards at the judgment seat of Christ are based on grace. 
 
You say, but wait a minute!  If it is a reward based on grace, it is a reward based on what God does.  
You say, “Well, what is that?” 
 
God saved you by his grace, and then God works in you to will and do his good pleasure.  Then, at the 
judgment seat of Christ, he says, “Because you developed this capacity, I will give you this reward.”  You 
say, “Wait a minute Lord!  I don’t deserve that because it wasn’t me that did it, it was your grace that did 
it.  It was you that did it!”  He says, “That’s right!  You don’t deserve it, and that’s why it is a gift!”   
 
It is grace.  It is God taking what he has done, and how that application has been made in your life, and 
doing it on the basis of grace.  So the motivation and the issue at the judgment seat of Christ, and in the 
believer’s life, is not “me” working to get a reward so “I” will have something.  What is the motivation?  
What is Paul’s reward?  What is my reward?  1 Corinthians 9:16-17 
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Ephesians 5:6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of 
these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of 
disobedience.  (Lost people) 

Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things (verse 3, 4, 5: fornication, 
uncleaness, covetousness, filthiness, foolish talk, jesting, whoremonger, idolator) cometh the wrath of 
God upon the children of disobedience.   
 
“Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things, (horrible heinous sins and the 
people that commit them are listed in verses 3,4,5), cometh the wrath of God upon the children of 
disobedience.”  Do you see that?  Do you know what happens because of sin?  God’s judgment comes 
because of sin.  Sin is a terrible, awful, dastardly, doomed thing.  God Almighty is going to destroy it and 
get it out of his universe.  And we were by nature the children of wrath – doomed.  That is not harsh, 
and it’s not an arbitrary, capricious, unkind statement made by God, but that is the way you came into 
the world.  You “by nature” were that way – doomed! 
 
There is a verse in Titus 3 that I get a kick out of because it is so true of who we are.  Titus 3:3-4 
 
Ephesians 5:6 – “Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath 
of God upon the children of disobedience.”  Folks, salvation and immorality just don’t go together; they 
are opposed.  The wrath of God falls on the children of disobedience.  These sinful things here are what 
bring God’s wrath on the lost. 
 
Ephesians 5:6 – “Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath 
of God upon the children of disobedience.”  In other words, those people he is talking about, in this 
context, are lost people.   
 
Ephesians 5:6 – “Let no man deceive you with vain words.”  Lost people do that, but saved people also 
do it.  “Vain words” are “empty talk”.  They are crafty, clever words that try to justify people’s sin and 
thereby deceive people into thinking that sin is not sin. 
  
One of the ways you do that is by renaming sin.  It is not “drunkenness” anymore, but now it is called 
“alcoholism”.  Baloney!  You are a drunkard according to the bible.  People do not call it “fornication” 
anymore, but they call it “free love”.   
You are not a “liar” anymore, you just make “situational decisions”.  They say this would be right in this 
situation, but that would be right in that situation.  People redefine things – situation ethics.  The popular 
one today (the Hollywood mentality) is “What is right for you may not be right for me.”    
 
Well, the bible is the only absolute moral standard in the universe, and that is why men hate it.  It is 
against them.  It tells them that they cannot do what they want to do, and it tells them that what they 
want to do is not right.  It is against them, and men hate it.  The reason they hate it is because it is an 
absolute, and it does not let you go along with vain words deceiving people.  
 
Do you know the best thing to do?  If you are a liar, just say that you are a liar.  If you are a drunk, just 
say you are a drunk.  Identify it, admit it, say it and then deal with it the way God gave you grace to deal 
with it, instead of using all that cover-up business.   

 

 

5:7-14 walk as children of light 
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Ephesians 5:7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them. (Saved people) 

Verse 7 – “Be not ye therefore partakers with them.”  Sin and immorality do not go with salvation. 
 
Look back at verse 5 because I want you to see something by way of an aside.  “For this ye know, that 
no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and of God.”  Those people that do not have any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and of God are lost people in this passage.   
 
Notice that verse 6 says, “the children of disobedience”. 
 
Verse 7 states that you are not to be partakers with them.  That is “us” and “them” as in “saved people” 
and “lost people”.   
 
Verse 7 – “Be not ye therefore partakers with them.”  Notice that the crafty men with clever words who 
sought to justify their sins deceived some people.  “Let no man deceive you with vain words.”  In other 
words, don’t think that lost people are going to get away with these things.  These things bring the wrath 
of God on the children of disobedience.   
 
And don’t think that you are going to get away with them either, folks.  You cannot live with sin in your 
life and it not make a difference.  Just because we preach grace does not mean that we are light on sin.  
It means that we have the answer to sin.  Grace does not teach you to be lax when it comes to sin.  And 
it does not mean that sin does not have consequences in your life.  Galatians 6:7-9 

 

Ephesians 5:8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in 
the Lord: walk as children of light:  (Saved people) 

Now, before they got saved, they were in darkness.  Verse 8 – “For ye were sometimes darkness.”  

“Darkness” means “ignorance of God”.  We studied about that in Romans 1.   
 
Job 11:7 – “Canst thou by searching find out God?”  What is the answer to that?  The answer is no!  A 
man is in the dark, and he can’t find God.   
 
1 Corinthians 3:14 – “But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God.” 
 

2 Corinthians 4:3 – “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost; In whom the god of this world 
hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is 
the image of God, should shine into them.  Lest he who causes the light to shine out of darkness should 
shine unto them.”   
 
When you are lost, you are in darkness.  When you got saved, he said, “Who hath delivered us from the 
power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom his dear Son” (Colossians 2:13).  You see, 
when you got saved, you became light in the Lord.  Before you were saved (Ephesians 5:8) you were 
dark, ignorant of God, but now that you are saved “are ye light in the Lord”.   
 
Turn to 1 John 1:5-6.  The issue is not how they walk, but it is where they walk. 
 
The same thing is in Ephesians 5:8 – “but now are ye light in the Lord”.  It is God telling you what you 
are, but it is not God telling you what you can be or what you should go do.  It is God telling you This is 
who you are.  You are light in the Lord.  You don’t have to try to be light.  You don’t have to struggle to 
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shine.  You are light in the Lord!  Don’t forget the phrase “in the Lord”.  You have the light in Christ.  And 
he says, “Walk as children of light”, (walk as children of God).  It just means to reflect the Lord.  Let the 
Lord’s light shine.  Walk commensurate with your position (in the light with your position in Christ).  And 
if you do that, you will be different. 
 
Ephesians 5:3-8 tells you what the world is, but you are going to be different from that. 
 
Verse 8 – “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light.” 
 
Do you see the contrast in verses 6, 7, and 8?  He is contrasting the lost people; and he is saying to the 
saved people, “Don’t act like a lost man, but walk like a child of light”.  Now that expression “no 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God” is one that causes people problems.  Turn to 1 
Corinthians 6:9-11. 
 
Ephesians 5:8 – “For ye were sometimes darkness, (you used to be lost), but now are ye light in the 
Lord.”  Do you know what you were when you were lost?  You were darkness.  Colossians 1:13 

 

 

Ephesians 5:9 (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and 
righteousness and truth;)  

Now, Ephesians 5:9 is a parenthetical reminder that when these admonitions, (walk as children of light), 
are obeyed, the Holy Spirit is going to bear fruit in your life.  When you walk as children of light, God the 
Holy Spirit will bear fruit.  “(For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;).”  
When you walk in the light, when you are walking in line with what God is doing, the Spirit of God is 
going to bear fruit.  
  
By the way, the new bibles change that to “the fruit of light is in all goodness and righteousness and 
truth”.  How does light bear fruit?  You bear fruit only if you walk in the Spirit – it is the fruit of Spirit.   
 
Now, the fruit of the Spirit is identified in Galatians 5:22-23.  You will notice that in those verses the 
same three groupings are used that are identified in Ephesians 5:9.  Ephesians 5:9 says that the fruit of 
the Spirit is in all (everybody) goodness and righteousness and truth.  Goodness is the fruit born in 
relationship to yourself.  It is a quality of life.  Righteousness is a right relationship with others.  Truth is 
the relationship that you have with God.   
 
In Galatians 5:22, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace (that is inward) and can be compared with the 
goodness in Ephesians 5:9.  Then there is longsuffering, meekness, and goodness, which are the ways 
you relate to other people.  Then there is faith, meekness, and temperance, which is how you relate to 
God.  The first three are inward, the second set is outward, and the third set is upward, and those are 
the three in Ephesians 5:9 – goodness, righteousness and truth.   
 
The point simply is that walking as children of light, the fruit of the Spirit is going to produce a distinct 
walk, a walk that is different from the unsaved world.  He demonstrates that in Ephesians 5:10-13.   

 

Ephesians 5:10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.  
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Ephesians 5:10 – “Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.”  The issue is finding out what God wants 
and then doing it.  How are you going to find out what God wants?  You will find it in the bible.  
  
Psalms 119:105 says, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”   
 
Psalms 119:130 – “The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.”   
 
So, you want to find out what God is doing, and prove what is acceptable unto the Lord.  Find out what 
the Lord wants done and do that.   

 

Ephesians 5:11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them.  

Ephesians 5:12 For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are 
done of them in secret.  

Ephesians 5:12 – “For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.”   
 
Folks, when you begin to talk about these things, a holy blush should come into your cheeks, and you 
should be ashamed to hear these things discussed and ashamed to think about them.  When you are not 
ashamed when you hear these things discussed and thought about, when you don’t blush and you don’t 

have a twang in your heart (your conscious), it is because you have become adjusted to sin, and you 
have gotten used to it.  And you are not walking as becometh a saint. 
 
And I want you to notice what he says in verse 3 especially – “let it not once be named among you.”  
Verse 12 – “For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.”  It is a 
shame to talk about those things.  You are not merely to avoid doing these things, but you are to avoid 
even discussing them.  They are not even to be topics that you are familiar with when you talk about 

them, because they are not becoming to saints.  They are out of place in the mouth of a saint.  These 
kinds of things, either talking about them or doing them, are completely out of place in the mouth, and 
the life, of a saint.  
 
Your life should have such a sensitivity to sin that a holy blush comes on your cheek when these topics 
come up in your life.  And when that blush of embarrassment about wickedness, and sin, and 
ungodliness, and these unclean things is not there, you have become adjusted to the sin.  When the sins 
of this world can be discussed in your presence without some twinge of heart and conscious, that is a 
sign that you have become adjusted and familiar with sin in a way you ought not be.  You ought to 
develop a godliness in your heart, (with your conduct and with your walk with the Spirit of God, and your 
study of the doctrine of the word of God, and your godly edification), so when these things are discussed, 
you blush. 
 

In Timothy, Paul talks about the woman being adorned in shamefacedness.  That is just an 
embarrassment about the discussion of anything like this, even if the discussion is just a little bit off.  And 
that is one of the great things about a godly wife.  A godly wife keeps such a moral tone in the house.  
Godly women, in the assembly, set a moral tone for the assembly that is high-leveled.   
 
Women will go to one or two extremes – either they will take you right into the celestials, as far as moral 
heights go, or they will take you into the garbage dump.  They never tend to be in between.  You will see 

that in life.   

tw://bible.*/?id=49.5.10|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=19.119.105|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=19.119.130|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.5.12|_AUTODETECT_|


 
I held people when they died, and I have stood and watched autopsies, and I have stood right down 
here on a street in Chicago and watched a derelict climb right out of a garbage hopper in the morning 
with filth all over him, and I have watched people laying in the gutter. But, the most despicable, and 
disgusting and revolting thing that I ever saw was a drunken woman lying across a bed in a hotel down 
in Mobile Alabama.  When the door opened so they could get her kid out of there, she started cussing 
like I have never heard a man cuss.  It was just filthy, and vile, and revolting.   
 
Paul said that ought to be the opposite of what you are.  There ought to be sensitivity about those 
things.  The women of an assembly have the ability to produce that before God.  That is what Paul is 
talking about when he talks about that shamefacedness.  But, that should be something that is in every 
man too.  But you get jaded, and you get sensitive to sin.  You get desensitized.   
 
When Paul talks about it not being named among you, (not talking about it), the great danger in any age 
for a believer is to become adjusted to sin, to become adjusted to it to the place where you begin to 
tolerate it.  You begin to put up with it. 
 
One of the greatest things that will do that is your television.  You take the television 15 or 20 years ago, 
and nobody said damn or hell, or the curse words that they do today.  Today, damn, and hell, and god 
dammed are said constantly on the television.  In fact, vile, vicious words come out of that thing on 
family shows.   
 
I say to my kids all the time, “Shut that thing off!”  They say, “Why?”  I say, “Because we don’t let people 
talk like that in our house.”   
 
We do turn the television back on after awhile.  But, we discipline them.  If my kids come in, I have to 
discipline the TV.  If we watched some of those shows, we would turn that thing on and off 15 times in 
an evening.  We have to choose something else.   
But, when you begin to tolerate it, you get adjusted to it, and you begin to just think that’s the way it is 
now.  Then it begins to neutralize you, and instead of saying, “It is wrong”, you tolerate it, and you get 
adjusted to it, and that becomes the standard.  You adjusted the standard downward.  So you are 
tolerating it and allowing it.   
 
So, what do your children do?  You tolerate it, and they go do it because that is setting the standard. 
 
I want you to look at some verses about this – this thing about being adjusted to sin is what is on Paul’s 
mind.  He says, “Be separate, don’t have these things in your life, because these things are unbecoming, 
out of place, in the life of a believer.”  You are saved by grace, but the great danger you face is 
becoming adjusted to sin.  And that old sin nature that you tote around just loves it, and it is going to try 
to do it.  If you will just tolerate it, it will go to town, and it will take over.  1 Thessalonians 5:22 
 
As children of light, you have a responsibility, just on the basis of who you are, to oppose sin.  The 
strength of a Christian is his separation from the world and his devotion to Christ.   
 
Verse 12 says that it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done in secret.  You do not have 
to speak about these things to approve them.  You don’t have to be a street-wise believer.  You don’t 
have to look like, and talk like, and smell like the world to get out a message that has thus lost its 
distinction and its dynamite.   
 
What do you do when you want people that are in darkness to see?  You turn on the light.  So that is 
what you do – you just turn on the light.  You preach the message to them.  And when you do, you will 
notice that it is going to reprove them – the unfruitful works of darkness.  Rather than fellowshipping 
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with them and having camaraderie with them, you turn on the light.  When you do that, it reproves 
them.  
 
Now, if you walk distinctly in the details of your life as a child of light, and you bear the fruit of the Spirit, 
you are going to be distinct from the world. 

 

Ephesians 5:13 But all things that are reproved are made manifest by 
the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light.  

Isn't that a powerful passage?  He is saying don't go out there and have fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness.  What is your relationship to society around you supposed to be?  You are not to have 
fellowship—concourse and communion with the world.  You are not to be a part of it as though that is 
who you are.  You are not to engage in, or participate in, or drink of its fountain.  But you are to go out 
there as light in the midst of darkness.  What does light do?  It reproves darkness.  It makes manifest the 
wicked works of darkness.   

 

Ephesians 5:14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise 
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.  

Ephesians 5:14 is very clear as to what it means.  “ . . . Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead . . .” In other words, a sleeping believer looks like he’s dead.  Then it’s high time to wake out of 
sleep.   
 
“Do you mean a believer can be asleep?  Wait a minute!”  You’ve heard me say that when I’m preaching, 
haven’t you?  That’s an effective way to say it.   ‘Well, can they? ‘   
 
 “I don’t know.” 
 
Now you have to answer the question.  How are you going to answer the question?  Well, let’s expand 
the idea for a minute.  Come over to Ephesians, Chapter 5.  In your gathering of information, you ran 
across some passages that told you a Christian could be asleep. 
 
If it’s important enough to ask the question, “Can a Christian be asleep?” it’s important enough to give an 
answer that explains it and convinces people from the word of God.   
 
Ephesians 5:14 is very clear as to what it means: “Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead . . . 
“ In other words, a sleeping believer looks like he’s dead. 
 
Have you ever seen a casket?  Do you know what one looks like?  It looks like a bed in a box.  Do you 
know why?  That old body is asleep, and we put him to bed.  Then we put him in the ground and throw 
dirt in his face.   
 
Do you know what happens when you are asleep?  All kinds of untoward things happen, but the point is 
that you look like you’re dead.  You don’t want to get bogged down here because your main issue isn’t 
here; it’s in Romans, but you want to make a point: what’s a Christian when he’s asleep?  In the passage, 
he looks like he’s dead.  What’s a spiritually dead man?  He’s lost.  So here’s a Christian that’s asleep “at 
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the switch.”  What does he look like?  He looks like anybody else; he just acts like everybody else.  He’s 
asleep.  What’s he asleep to?  Let’s make a list here. 
 
1.  He’s asleep to his responsibilities. 
2.  He’s asleep to opportunities. 
3.  He’s asleep to the needs that are around him. 
4.  He’s asleep to the challenges of the hour. 
5.  He’s asleep to the battle. 
 
You can get quite a list of the things he is asleep to.  He is just like a lost man.  He doesn’t know there is 
a war going on.  He doesn’t pay any attention to what’s going on around him.  All of a sudden, he is out 
of the battle.  “Hey, fellow!  You need to wake up!  Arise!”  You see, functionally, the guy isn’t operating 
properly.  That’s what a sleeping Christian is.  Now, can a believer be asleep?  Yes, he can.  Should he 
be?  No.   
 
Paul says, Hey, fellows, we know something!  We Know it’s time to be awake to the opportunities, not to 
be asleep.  Get on with it!  And it’s good to do just that.  It’s good to be awake to opportunities, 
challenges, responsibilities.  It’s good to list some things because it’s not enough just to say “asleep”; 
define what you mean by that.  I don’t mean define what sleep is, but asleep to what?  Tell people: 
asleep to responsibilities, opportunities, challenges and to the battle around us.  
 
 Ephesians 5:14 is Isaiah 60:1. 
 
Ephesians 5:14 – “Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light.”  He says, “Wake up and Christ will give you real usefulness.”  When he says, 
“Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead”, he is talking about believers. 
 
Turn to 1 Corinthians 15, and I will show you a parallel passage.  He is talking about believers that are 
not functioning like believers, but they are functioning like dead folks.  1 Corinthians 15:34 
 
That is what Ephesians 5:15 is – “arise from the dead”.  In other words, these believers are functionally 
dead.  They are not functioning properly.  They are not working at all like believers should be working.  
The fruit of the Spirit is just not being productive in their lives.  There just is not anything there.  They do 
not have any fruit. 
 
Do you know what they look like?  They look like they never got saved, and that is not how you are 
supposed to live.  The details of your life are supposed to be lived in such a way that it is obvious that 
you are different, because you are not in darkness.  You are not somebody stumbling around that doesn't 
know what is going on.  You know what is going on. 
 
Mr. Stam has a book entitled We Have A Secret.  We understand what is happening, and therefore we 
can have confidence.  As we go out into the world, the world says, “Oh, turn off the light!  I can’t sleep 
because the light is on!”  Paul says, “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather reprove them.”  How could you have fellowship with them?  You would have to turn off the light, 
wouldn’t you?  He says that the light reproves them.   
 
Grace, the fruit of the Spirit, walking in the Spirit produces a distinctive walk in the life of a believer, a 
walk that is distinctly a walk of a child of God.  That is the goal and that is the fruit that God desires to 
bear in us.     
 

 

5:15-21 walk as wise 
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Ephesians 5:15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as 
wise,  

Ephesians 5:15-16 – “See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil.”   
 
Now, this is the reference, in Ephesians, to the walk.  He says, “Walk circumspectly.”  That word 
“circumspectly” means “to look around”.  It is the idea of you being careful and watching everything that 
is going on around you.  He means you are to walk carefully, in a manner that is exact and accurate.  Be 
exact with where you put your feet.  Gentlemen, grace does not lead to laxity, or to a lack of diligence, in 
the walk of a believer.  Grace leads to great carefulness in the walk of a believer.  And you are to walk 
circumspectly, looking around. 
 
Bob Jones said that walking circumspectly is like a man walking barefooted in a field of rattlesnakes.  Do 
you know what that would be like?  If you can imagine how carefully you would put your feet down, then 
you can understand what it means to walk circumspectly.  The idea is that you are careful where you 
step.   
 
Frankly, the path of the believer leads through dark and slippery ways.  We are to walk like we are 
walking in very dangerous places.  As we walk through life, we are to walk realizing that we are walking 
in a dangerous place with a lot of pitfalls, and traps, and snares, and sin, and folly, and temptation, and 
influences of the world.  But, we are careful about it.  We watch where we put our feet.   
 
Ephesians 5:15 says, “See then that ye walk circumspectly, (then the contrast), not as fools, but as 
wise.”  The one thing about a fool is that he never tests his footing. He never pays any attention to it.  1 
Corinthians 10:12. 
 
Ephesians 5:15 – “Walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise.”  People are made wise by the wisdom 
of God.  You are to walk like a person that has God’s wisdom.  You are to walk like a person who knows 
what is going on.  Walk like a person who has been made wise by the wisdom of God. 

 

Ephesians 5:16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.  

The point that I want you to see is the contrast between walking in the light as a child of light, 
conducting yourself as one that reflects the light; and walking as a child of darkness—that is, sleeping.  

Satan and the world system that promotes his policy and his program, desire to have you go to sleep.  
They don't want you functioning in their midst in the proper manner.  So you know what is going to 
happen to you when you go out and try to discharge your debt of love, and try to share the value and 
esteem that God has for people.  When you are not walking by their standards, do you know what 
happens?  They shut you off; they oppose you.  But you have already dealt with the opposition back in 
chapter 12.  How do you deal with people that oppose you?  In chapter 12 he told you about that.   
 
Here, the issue is a little different.  The issue here is your inner attitude looking at them, and you begin 
to figure out how to reach them.  How do I live in this neighborhood?  How am I to relate to that system 
out there?  He says, don't relate to it.  Don't be a part of it.  You are there to reprove and rebuke and 
exhort, and you know what they want to do to you?  That society out there wants to affect you.  It wants 
to make you go to sleep.  It wants to make you quit shining.  It wants to make you be just like it is.  It 
will try to neutralize you, and put you to sleep; and he is saying here, don't let that happen. Romans 
13:12 
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The only way you can be delivered from your own natural foolishness is by being enlightened by God.  Be 
not unwise.  The only way you are going to be delivered from your own craziness is to have God’s 
enlightenment; because if you don’t have God’s enlightenment, all you are going to do is develop some 
more craziness of your own.   
 
Verse 16 – “Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.”  That is the way a wise man walks.  If you 
redeem something, you buy it.  In this case, it is redeeming the time, because the days are evil.  You are 
buying up the opportunities, (the times), that come your way.   
It is just like shopping for bargains.  People go out bargain hunting.   
 
The other night I went home and my wife met me at the door and said, “You are going to enjoy the 
news I have for you.”  I said, “What’s that?”  She said, “The refrigerator quit!”  That is a real blessing to 
come home on a Saturday night after a long day from 10:00am until 6:15pm and the first thing you find 
out is that the refrigerator quit.  And you were all set for a big, tall, ice-cold Dr. Pepper.   
 
So, what do you do on Monday morning?  You go to the first place that you see a refrigerator and you 
buy it, right?  No, you get the sales papers out, and look for a sale, and then you figure out how much 
money you have on your credit cards and which one can hold it.  Then you go to four or five places and 
look around.  You go to see what is available.   
 
I only bought one refrigerator since I got married, and it was third-hand when I bought it.  I didn’t know 
anything about refrigerators.  So, I looked at a lot of refrigerators and checked the prices per cubit foot, 
and checked the warranty.  You go shopping, and you buy the thing; but you don’t just go buy it on an 
impulse.  You look, and you compare, and you take advantage of the things that are available.  Well, that 
is what you do when you redeem the time.  It just means you are watching everything that is going on 
for an opportunity.  Then you can take advantage of the opportunity for the Lord and the work of the 
ministry.   
 
Why do you redeem the times?  Someone once said, “Many people recognize opportunity only by its 
back!”  A lot of times people recognize opportunity after it already went past them.  The key, in the 
Christian ministry, is to be wise.   
 
Hey, buy smart, and have sales resistance.  Don’t buy like a fool, but buy smart.  Invest your time wisely 
and buy opportunities with your time.  Don’t waste it, but invest it in valuable things in opportunities for 
the Lord, because the days are evil.  If you are not careful, your days can be filled up with all kinds of evil 
things.  So, you have to be smart with your time. 
 
Galatians 1:4 is the cross reference on that – “Who (Jesus Christ) gave himself for our sins, that he might 
deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father.”  The days are evil 
because this is the day of the official rejection of Christ.  His rejection is made formal and official today, 
and that is why the days are evil.  That gives you and me, as each day of grace is extended to us, real 
opportunities to take advantage of.  Another reason to buy it up is because when you find a sale at the 
store, have you ever noticed that it doesn't last forever? 
 
I went to a store not too long ago, and they had a sale on something.  I said, “That’s a good price, and I 
need that; but I don’t have the money today.  So, I’ll come back next week and get it.”  I went back 
about three weeks later, and that good price wasn’t there anymore.  They still had the product, but the 
good price was gone.  I hemmed and hawed and squirmed and cried, and all that poor guy could say 
was, “You should have bought it when it was on sale.”  All my begging for the sale price, when it was no 
longer on sale, did not do any good.   
My point is take advantage of the opportunity.  Walk circumspectly, looking around at what is going on 
knowing that there is danger out there, and slippery things, knowing that we live in a dangerous, evil 
time.  And, take advantage of every place to put your foot down in a way that is going to give service to 
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the Lord.  Walk for the Lord.  Walk like a person who has the wisdom of God guiding them where they 
walk.   
 
Ephesians 5:16 – “Redeeming the time, because the days are evil”.  Well why is the dispensation of grace 
called “evil”?  Look back at Galatians 1:4.  

 

 

Ephesians 5:17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what 
the will of the Lord is.  

Ephesians 5:17 – “Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.”  Don’t be 
unwise.  Boy, that is good advice.  Don’t be dumb, spiritually speaking.  That is the idea. 
 
How are you going to maintain the walk?  “Be ye not unwise.”  In other words, don’t walk like a fool 
walks.  Do you know how a fool walks?  They say out in the world, “He’s just fat and happy!”  He doesn't 
have one lick of sense.  He doesn't care where he’s going.  He doesn't know what he’s doing.  He is just 
going.  He is just doing.  And, that is a fool!   
 
But, a wise man understands the will of the Lord.  Do you want to know what it is like to walk as a wise 
man?  It is to understand what the will of the Lord is – spiritual power is going to attend your ministry as 
you appreciate God’s program for this dispensation.  The more you come to understand and appreciate, 
and the more you grasp what the will of the Lord is in this dispensation, the more it is going to be that 
your walk is a worthy walk, that your life has spiritual power to it.   

 

Ephesians 5:18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be 
filled with the Spirit;  

There are all kinds of ideas about what it means to be filled with the Spirit.  Applying the dispensational 
principle here, you would compare this with Acts 2 and the filling of the Spirit there.  Then you could see 
that Ephesians 5 is not the same as Acts 2.  The latter is about Israel and Pentecost, (Pentecost is a 
Jewish feast day.).  It is not like the filling under the Old Covenant in Exodus and Daniel.  It is not like 
the filling under the New Covenant in Acts 2.  This is the filling under grace, in the Dispensation of Grace.  

Contrasting the dispensational things brings clarity of distinction. 
  
Then what is this being filled with the Spirit in Ephesians 5:18?  The easiest way to interpret this passage 
is not by doing a word study on all the words in the passage.  The simplest, clearest way to do it is to do 
a comparison.  The book of Ephesians and the book of Colossians are sister epistles.  Colossians and 
Ephesians often compliment one another.  When you are studying something in either of those books, 
the first place to look for a comparative interpretation, explanation, or amplification, is the other book.   

 
Colossians 3 is a parallel passage with Ephesians 5 and 6.  Notice the following.  Wives, husbands, 
children, fathers, servants, and masters are instructed after they are told to be filled with the Spirit. 
 
In Colossians 3:16, the results for the wives, husbands, children, fathers, servants and masters, is the 
result of the Word of Christ.  In mathematics you learn an equation:  if A equals B, and B equals C, then 
A equals C.  That is easy to see.  If being filled with the Spirit equals wives, husbands, children, fathers, 
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servants, and masters doing a certain thing; and if letting the Word of Christ dwell in you richly results in 
wives, husbands, children, fathers, servants, and masters doing exactly the same thing; then being filled 
with the Spirit, and letting the Word of Christ dwell in you richly are two ways of saying the same thing.  
Almost identical terminology is found in Ephesians 5. 
 
To “be filled with the Spirit” is a synonym and another way of saying “being filled with the knowledge of 
his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.”  
 
To be “filled with the Spirit” is not something that happens to someone when they get in the closet and 
shut the door.  It is not something that happens when they go down to the altar at the prayer meeting 
and have people pray all around them, and then they get a shiver up their spine and their hair stands up, 
and they begin to come out with a series of either spoken ejaculations and talking, or a sense of humility 
and prostration.  It has absolutely nothing to do with those things.   
 
In Ephesians 5:18, Paul talks about being filled with the Spirit.  There are three marks of being filled with 
the Spirit.   
 
Number one, Ephesians 5:19: “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody in your heart to the Lord.”  In other words, there’s a song in the heart.   
 
Number two, there is a giving of thanks always, and there is a thankful spirit.   
 
Number three, verse 21: “Submitting yourselves one to anther in the fear of God” (emphasis added).  
There is a mutual submitting and subjection of members of the body of Christ one to the other.  Each 
member of the body of Christ is seeking to put himself underneath the other, or in subjection to the 
other, or rank himself under the other.  The illustration of that issue is Philippians 2:1-8.  
 
Verse 18 – “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.”  Now, that is a 
tremendously misunderstood verse.  For some reason people always seem to divorce it from its context.  
They never seem to read that passage in light of the context that it is found in. 
 
I want you to notice that in verses 15-17 he is talking about the walk of the believer in relationship to the 
word of God – a wise walk and an unwise walk, a walk that doesn't understand what the Lord is doing 
and one that does understand what the Lord is doing.   
 
Look back at verse 18 – “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.”  
Don’t be drunk with wine.  Notice the contrast down through the passage.   
 
Verse 15 – “Walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise.”  Don’t walk like a fool, but walk like a wise 
man.   
 
Verse 17 – “Be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.  Verse 18 – “And be not 
drunk with wine, … but be filled with the Spirit.”  In other words, being drunk with wine is stupid and 
foolish and unwise; but being filled with the Spirit is wise and it is to understand what the will of the Lord 
is. 
 
Do you see how he puts the contrast on one side and the other side?  
 
    Fool  Wise 
    Walking like a fool, unwise  Understanding what the will of the Lord is 
    Drunk with wine Filled with the Spirit  
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So, being “filled with the Spirit” has to do with understanding the will of God and the wise walk.  Being 
drunk with wine has to do with a stupid, foolish way of walking. 
 
Now, there is something that you need to understand about being drunk with wine.  When he says, “Be 
not drunk with wine”, he is not talking about just going down to the bar and getting drunk.  He is not just 
talking about drinking beer and liquor and wine.  In the context, he is talking about more than a social 
issue.  Walking in the Spirit is contrasted with drinking wine because the “drinking wine” that he is 
thinking about is a religious issue.  1 Corinthians 10:20-21 
 
Today, you can go to a church of a certain denomination where the priests are called Fathers, and they 
wear a long black robe, and they go around giving you the sign of the cross.  Do you know what they 
serve you?  They serve you wine, and it is involved in the same thing. 
 
One time, while another guy and myself were walking down the street, one of those dear, fallen, 
depraved men came out of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception down there in Mobile Alabama.  
He came staggering out of there – the place where the bishop of the Roman Church worships.  (I was 
working in the Rescue Mission at the time, and I could spot a drunk two blocks away just by the way he 
walked.)  This man was just falling all over himself.  He fell down the steps, and my buddy and I went 
over and picked him up and took him across the street and got him a bed and let him sleep it off.  This 
guy was doing masses all night long.  He was supposed to do three and then get a replacement, but his 
buddies played a trick on him and didn’t show up, so he did it all night long.  It was some feast day.  We 
saw him about 6:30 in the morning and he couldn’t speak English much less Latin.  (That was back in the 
days when the mass was still in Latin.)  This man was just drunk.   
 
I once went to a funeral of the mother of a lady who worked for us.  Her mother and dad were Roman 
Catholics.  The priest went through this mass, and the priest drank from the cup; but there was more left 
so he turned around and finished it off.  Do you know why he did that?  Because it was alcohol, and he 
liked it.  The guy’s up there thinking about playing golf this afternoon.   
 
You say, “Don’t be sacrilegious.”  Don’t talk about me being sacrilegious.  Don’t be an abomination to 
God by participating in that stuff.   
 
And that is what Paul is saying to the Ephesians in chapter 5.  In your walk, walk smart!  Don’t get 
involved in a religious system, and don’t worship in the way that you used to worship.  Just be filled with 
the Spirit.  Don’t try to serve God by being hung up on all that religious tradition that you were caught up 
in. 
 
Do you remember what we studied in Ephesians 4?  What did the Jew do when he got saved?  He laid 
aside the religious tradition of his elders and came and stood in the unity of the faith.  What did the 
Gentile do?  He laid aside the tradition of his fathers and came and stood in the unity of the faith.   
 
Paul is saying to forget about the way you used to try to please God, and the way you used to worship, 
and just come and walk smart, just be filled with the Spirit.  That is the idea there.  The point is not to be 
hooked up with the religious system that you used to be hooked up with, because that will not work. 
 
Now, in verse 18 where it says “be not drunk with wine”, that word “drunk” means “any point in which 
alcohol takes over any part of your faculties”.  “Be not drunk with wine, wherein (in the wine) is excess.”  
The point at which you yield control of any part of your faculties to that outside element, is considered 
drunk. 
 
Now, you are wise when you don’t do it, and you are a fool when you do it.  And that is clear in the bible.  
A lot of the admonitions in scripture have to do with drinking and drunkenness, and drunkenness is a sin.  
It is interesting, because drunkenness is a sin associated with religious activity over and over again.  You 
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don’t think that it is a religious activity when you meet somebody down in the bar getting drunk, but it is, 
more often than you would think. 
 
I worked in a Rescue Mission years ago, and I got into some of the best theological arguments that I 
ever got into with bartenders and patrons of the “local upholstered sewers” down in Mobile Alabama.  
People in there are just trying to cover up and get away and forget.  They are running.  Proverbs 20:1, 
Proverbs 23:19-21, Proverbs 23:29-35, Proverbs 31:4-7 
 
So, Paul says, “Don’t be drunk with wine”.  Don’t let somebody come along and trick you into doing that.  
Let me say this to you.  It doesn't say, in the bible, that it is a sin to drink.  Does that encourage you?  I 
hope it doesn't!  The bible never says that it is a sin to take a drink, but it is a sin to do less than your 
best.   
 
Let me show you what a wise man does.  Ephesians 5:15 says, “See then that ye walk circumspectly, not 
as fools, but as wise.”  Walk like somebody who has gained some wisdom from God.  Well, where would 
you get the wisdom of God?  You would get it out of the word of God.   
 
The word of God doesn't say it is a sin to drink alcohol.  If it is a sin, then alcohol for medicinal purposes 
would be sinful.  When Paul told Timothy to take a little wine for his stomach’s sake, that would be like 
Paul telling Timothy to go out and sin, like committing adultery or something, if it was a sin to drink.  So, 
there are some proper uses of alcohol, and it is not sinful to take it for medicinal purposes and that kind 
of thing.  But, notice what he says in Leviticus 10:8-11. 
 
Turn back to Ephesians 5:18 – “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but (the contrast) be 
filled with the Spirit.”  Now that is a command, an exhortation, a goal for the believer to attain.  Yet, it is 
a statement that is tremendously abused today.   
 
Notice, in verse 18, that first there is a contrast – don’t be drunk with wine.  Then, there is a command – 
be filled with the Spirit.  Then verses 19-21 are the consequences of obedience to the command.  So, 
there is a contrast, a command, and some consequences.   
 
What does it mean to be filled with the Spirit?  Let me give you five things that it is not, before we talk 
about what it is. 
 
Number one – being filled with the Spirit is not the Pentecostal Experience of Acts 2.  Acts 2:1-4 – “And 
when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  And suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were 
sitting.  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  And 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.”   
 
When he says, “they were all filled with the Holy Ghost”, it means that they were all under the control of 
the Holy Spirit.  They were under the possession of the Spirit.  It would be like me saying to you, “Your 
mind is filled with something.”  In other words, your mind is controlled and saturated and possessed by a 
certain thought, or an idea, or a concept.  Well, they were filled, controlled, possessed, saturated with 
the Holy Spirit.   
 
But, that is not a command – that they should be filled with the Holy Spirit.  Do you see a command 
anywhere?  Is verse 4 a command?  Is that an exhortation?  What is it?  It is just a statement of fact.  It 
is something that happened to them. 
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Now, why did it happen to them?  And, more importantly, what happened to them?  Well, it says that 
they began to speak with other tongues “as the Spirit gave them utterance.”  They were absolutely and 
totally under the control of God the Holy Spirit.  Ezekiel 36:24-27. 
 
In Acts 2-5, the reason the leaders of that Pentecostal Church were unfailing human leaders, (unlike we 
are today), was because the Spirit of God came and controlled them for that short period of time and 
began to fulfill that promise that he had given to them of that kingdom blessing.  And, of course, that 
promise was interrupted because there was a dispensational change.  But, it begins there.  So, what 
happens over there at Pentecost is quite different. 
 
Ephesians is a command.  It is no longer the automatic filling in fulfillment of  prophecy, but now it is 
something that believers are to attain unto.  It is something that we do not have, but that we strive for.  
The very issuance in the command indicates that you don’t have it.  Do you see that?   
 
So, when he says “be filled with the Spirit”, he is not talking about going back and repeating something 
that was the automatic fulfillment of prophecy back there when the day of Pentecost was fully come.  
The fulfillment had come.  In Ephesians, he is talking about a goal, an exhortation, for us to reach to. 
 
Number two – being filled with the Spirit is not the possession of the Holy Spirit.  Romans 8:9 – “But ye 
are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  Now if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”   
 
If you do not possess the Spirit of God, you are lost.  Possession of the Spirit of God has nothing to do 
with the believer being filled or not filled.  Possession of the Spirit of God has to do with you being saved 
or lost.  So, being filled with the Spirit does not mean that you have him or you don’t have him.  It also 
does not mean that you got more of him at one point and then you don’t have quite as much of him 
later.  You either have him or you don’t.   
 
Number 3 – being filled with the Spirit is not the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  1 Corinthians 6:19 –
“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost.”  So, the Holy Spirit does not refer 
to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Number 4 – being filled with the Spirit does not to refer to the baptism of the Spirit.  1 Corinthians 12:13 
– “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.”  All believers possess the Spirit, and all believers 
are baptized by the Spirit, but all believers are not filled with the Spirit.  They are not the same thing.  All 
believers are indwelled with the Spirit, but all believers are not filled with the Spirit.   
 
You want to remember that 1 Corinthians 12:13 says, “by one Spirit are we all baptized”, and that is not 
the same baptism that is in Acts 1 and 2.  That is “with” the Spirit.  Jesus was the ‘baptizer’ in Acts 2 
baptizing them with the Holy Spirit.  In 1 Corinthians, the Holy Spirit is the ‘baptizer’ putting us into Jesus 
Christ.  So, it is a different baptism altogether. 
 
Number 5 – being filled with the Spirit is not a prayer request.  Please look at Ephesians 5:18 and 
understand that it is not a prayer request.  You have no legitimate right, or maybe I should say necessity, 
to pray Oh God, fill me with thy Spirit!  It is not something that you need to pray about.  Why?  You don’t 
need to pray about it because it is a commandment. 
 
People, do you have to pray about whether you should be filled with the Spirit or not?  No!  Is there any 
question in your mind about it?  It is a command.  It is something that needs to be done, so it is not a 
prayer request.  The verse is not a prayer request.  He is not praying, “Oh God, fill us with thy Spirit.”   
 
The other night a guy prayed that my lips would be anointed while I preached.  I am not depreciating 
those prayers, but I am just saying to you that that isn’t the point in being filled with the Spirit.  Be filled 
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with the Spirit.  Notice that “be filled” is present tense, which means it is always present.  It is a 
continuous moment by moment action, and you are to be filled with the Spirit.  The idea in “being filled” 
is to be totally controlled, and possessed, and saturated, and under the dominion and the control of 
something. 
 
Ephesians 5:18 – “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.”  In the 
last lesson, I talked to you about the fact that there is a contrast in the passage between “drunk with 
wine” and “filled with the Spirit”, just as there is a contrast in verses 15-17.  Then we saw the command.  
We talked about what being drunk with wine had to do with, and we talked about being filled with the 
Spirit.   
 
I tried to inform you of several things that being filled with the Spirit is not.  It is important that you know 
what being filled with the Spirit is not, because there is a tremendous amount of confusion about what it 
is.  If you can clear away the things that it is not, and understand that, then you can focus on what it is.  
It is not a prayer request.  It is not Acts 2; it is not a repeat of that experience.  It is not the possession 
of the Holy Spirit.  It is not the baptism of the Spirit.  It is not the indwelling of the Spirit.  Being filled 
with the Spirit is none of those things.  It is something entirely different and distinct from all of those 
things.   
 
Well what is “being filled with the Spirit”?  “Be filled with the Spirit”.  That is a command.  It is a present 
tense imperative.  It is present tense, so it is a continuous thing.  You understand the difference between 
the past, the future, and the present.  The present is always with you.  It is a continuous moment-by-
moment action.  It is the only thing that you have at the moment.  When something is present tense, it 
means that it is happening right now.  It is a continuous moment-by-moment experience.  It is not 
something that you did one time and that lasts forever, but it is something that you are to do every 
moment of your consciousness.   
 
The issue is in that word “filled”.  “Be filled with the Spirit”.  Now, you know who the Spirit is – God the 
Holy Spirit.  The thing we are talking about is being filled with the Spirit, and you need to understand 
what it means to be filled and what it means to be filled with the Spirit.   
 
That word “filled” is a Greek word that you should be familiar with.  It is the word “pleroo”, and you will 
hear it a lot of times.  It means “to fill something up”, for example, when the wind fills the sail of a ship 
to move the ship along.  That is the word.  It fills up the sail.  If you talk about filling your mind with 
something, that is the idea.  His mind is filled with these thoughts.  The basic idea of the word is total 
control, total possession of something, to be controlled or to be totally occupied.   
 
You get into a real interesting play on words when you talk about possession and obsession.  You get 
into the distinctions between them, because each of those words have capabilities to mean the same 
thing, and yet they have little nuances that are different.  If you are talking about “possessed” like a 
demon would come in and grab you, that is not the idea.  It is not like some thing coming in and 
possessing you like Poltergeist.   
 
To be controlled is really about the best way that I know how to say it.  If your mind is filled with 
something, your mind is occupied with that issue.  But, when your mind is occupied with it, that issue 
occupies you.  It controls you and dominates you.  Let me give you some illustrations: John 16:6, Luke 
4:28, Luke 5:26, Luke 6:11, Acts 13:45. 
 
So, the idea of being filled with the Spirit has to do with just being saturated with something to the point 
where it just totally dominates who you are, and it controls you.  It moves you, and it drives you, and it 
motivates you to whatever the thing might be.   
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Well, in Ephesians 5, it is being filled with the Spirit.  The idea has to do with being controlled and 
dominated by God the Holy Spirit.  Let me give you some more illustrations.  Luke 4:1, Mark 1:12  
 
When we started Ephesians, I described to you the comparison between the book of Colossians and the 
book of Ephesians and how they are ‘mirror epistles’.  Now, there is something that you want to see in 
that regard between Ephesians and Colossians.  Look at Ephesians 5:18, and you will see that he says, 
“be filled with the Spirit”.   
 
Notice Ephesians 5:22 carefully – “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands”.   
Ephesians 5:25 – “Husbands, love your wives.”   
Ephesians 6:1 – “Children, obey your parents”.   
Ephesians 6:4 – “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath.”   
Ephesians 6:5 – “Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters.”   
Ephesians 6:9 – “And, ye masters, do the same things unto them.”   
 
There is a prescribed social order that is listed for you beginning in Ephesians 5:22 down through chapter 
6:9 that describes relationships and social orders between wives, husbands, children, fathers, and 
masters.  He says, “Be filled with the Spirit and it will affect and result in these kind of relationships in 
these circumstances.”  Now, notice Colossians 3:18: 
 
Now, Ephesians 5:18 – “Be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; Giving thanks always for all things 
unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; Submitting yourselves one to another in 
the fear of God.”   
 
Colossians 3:16 – “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”  (Where 
did you just read that?  You just read that in Ephesians.)  Verse 17 – “And whatsoever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”  (Where did you 
just read that?  Ephesians 5.)   
 
Those verses in Colossians 3 beginning in verse 16 are an exact parallel, just in different words, with the 
verses in Ephesians 5 beginning in verse 18.  Now, look at Colossians 3:16. 
 
Turn back to Ephesians 5:18 – “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the 
Spirit.”  The word “ye” is understood there.  The subject is the local church at Ephesus.  It is plural – you, 
the church, be filled.  There is a corporate filling of the Spirit as well as an individual filling of the Spirit, 
just as there is a corporate sense in which the local church is the temple of God, and there is an 
individual sense in which the believer’s body is the temple of God.  1 Corinthians 6:19-20  
 
Ephesians 5:18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;  
 
In Ephesians 5:18 it is an entirely different thing.  It is a command, an exhortation.  It is an imperative 
you are to strive for and seek to realize in your life.  That is not what is going on in Acts 2.  These people 
were there in the upper room waiting in fulfillment of the promise.  They had that which God had 
promised by covenant to them.  You and I have by grace the spiritual blessings in Ephesians, but not like 
they are in Acts.  Acts 2:5 
 
Ephesians 5:18 – The apostle Paul gives us a command to be filled with the Spirit, and then he lists the 
threefold consequences, or manifestations, of being filled with the Spirit.  I say to you, once again, that 
the Holy Spirit manifests himself today in the lives of the body of Christ, through the vehicle and 
instrumentality of the body of Christ.  So, if you are Spirit-filled, the Spirit will manifest that through the 
body of Christ. 
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And there is a threefold manifestation of being filled, or possessed, or under the control and dominion of 
God the Holy Spirit. 
 
The issue is being “filled with the Spirit”, and the issue there has to do with being controlled and 
dominated by the Spirit of God, that is, “having the word of Christ dwell in you richly”.  Remember that a 
synonym to “being filled with Spirit”, is to “have the word of Christ dwell in you richly”.  If you will always 
keep in your frame of reference that being strengthened by the Spirit in the inner man, having the 
strength of the Lord, has to do with the Holy Spirit energizing the doctrine of the word of God in your 
soul, that indirect activity.  If you will keep in your understanding how God empowers the believer, you 
will not have any problem with “being filled with the Holy Spirit”.   
 
It isn’t like he fills you up with some kind of liquid, and then you spring a leak and it leaks out.  D. L. 
Moody used to say that the reason you lose the filling of the Spirit, is that you leak.  Well, that is not the 
idea.  You are not leaking anything out. You see, that is a misunderstanding.  You are filled with the 
Spirit just like a teacup is filled with a teakettle.  The issue is the instrumentality of the Spirit of God filling 
and dominating your life with the word of God.  And the word of Christ dwells in you richly.   
 
To walk in the Spirit, and to be filled with the Spirit, are two different ways of saying the same thing.  It 
just has to do with walking and living in line with what the Spirit of God is doing.  It is that simple.  And 
yet it is that profound.  But, you will hear all kinds of discussions about what it means, and most of what 
you hear won’t have anything to do with what it is really about.  You understand that, and we’ve talked 
about it. 
 
There are 3 consequences of being filled with the Spirit: 
  
 First, is that joyful heart (Ephesians 5:19). 
 Second, is that thankful attitude (Ephesians 5:20). 
 Third, is that submissive spirit (Ephesians 5:21). 
 
Ephesians 5:18 – “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess: (In other words, don’t worship like you 
used to worship.) but be filled with the Spirit.”   
 
I’ve talked to you about that and now you understand.  Being filled with the Spirit is not a mysterious, 
mystical thing where the Holy Spirit comes like a fog and it goes into the vacuum in one ear and all of 
that kind of stuff.  The old idea is you throw “self” out one side, and you make a vacuum in there and the 
Holy Spirit comes in.  And then after awhile you lose the feeling because you leak and all that business.  
It is not that kind of thing at all.  Being filled with the Spirit, as you’ve seen in verse with verse, is 
comparative to what he said in Colossians 3:16. 
 
Ephesians 5:18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; … 
 
For us it is not a direct filling that comes.  The empowerment of the Spirit of God today is indirect, rather 
than the direct way it is here where He just comes and causes you to do it.  Rather today, indirectly the 
empowerment comes through the Word of God as it resides in the believer.  You rightly divide the Word, 
you store it up in your heart, and the resources are built into your life for God the Holy Spirit to take the 
Word and empower you through it, as you walk by faith.  Acts 4:33  

 

Ephesians 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;  
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When you are filled with the spirit you speak to yourself with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.  One of 
the characteristics of someone who is filled the spirit of God is that they have a song in their heart.  Isn’t 
that interesting?   
 
Nehemiah 8:10 says, “…for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”  It is one of the characteristics of 
someone that God’s Holy Spirit has saturated and is controlled by the word of Christ dwelling in them 
richly, teaching and admonishing them in songs and hymns and spiritual songs (Colossians 3:16).  I know 
people get all bent out of shape saying how can you teach and admonish each other with psalms and 
spiritual songs.  That is just someone who doesn’t know anything about singing and music in the Bible 
and the influence that music, good music, is to have on you.   
 
One of the most blessed things that you will ever have in your life is a song in your heart, the right kind 
of song.  Music can be the destruction of your life or it can be the joy and the source of strength in your 
life.  Nebuchadnezzar was going to use it to produce idolatry and destruction.  Paul says that the spirit of 
God will use it to build you up. 
 
There is a kind of music that will produce destruction and there is a kind of music that will produce 
edification.  You need to know the difference.  I can’t give you a course in music right now, but let me 
tell you three things that are really important about music.  Number one there is harmony.  Number two 
there is melody.  Number three there is rhythm (that is the beat).  When we sing a song, we go 1, 2, 3, 4 
(evenly).  That is the rhythm, the beat.  There are also uneven rhythms.  The even rhythm is a rhythm 
that will edify and lift your heart.  But there is also a rhythm (uneven) that will ruin you.  Rhythm is a 
part of music, but you want to have a Godly (even) rhythm.   
 
Then there is harmony.  Everyone likes to hear music sung in harmony.  The choir sings on Sunday and 
they harmonize.  Harmony can lift you up.  Have you ever watched a barbershop quartet?  They 
harmonize beautifully.  Have you ever gone to the symphony and heard a grand symphony orchestra?  
What are they doing?  They are harmonizing and blending and they fit together wonderfully.   
 
Then there is melody.  God says singing and making what in your heart?  Rhythm, harmony or melody?  
Melody.  Melody is the key.  If you want to have a spiritual, Godly song, the emphasis in the song has to 
be on the melody.  Not upon the beat (because it may be an uneven beat which is wrong).  Not upon 
harmony because you are focused on the performers, but upon the melody.  The melody causes you to 
focus your attention on yet a fourth element, the lyrics.  If those lyrics are words that glorify and honor 
the Lord Jesus Christ, then it is a song that will lift your heart and lift your spirit and edify your soul.  If 
there is a song that has lyrics in it that teach false doctrine, then there is no reason for you to listen to it.   
 
It is wrong to listen to music if the doctrine is wrong.  If it is false doctrine you shouldn’t fill your heart 
and mind with it.  But if the doctrine is right, thank God.  There are songs that teach right doctrine.  
There are some that don’t.  Some melodies get caught in your head.  Some that are the best at getting 
caught in your head are the beer commercials on TV.  You find yourself going down the street singing a 
beer commercial.  Do you know how that happens?  You get a melody in your head and then the words 
come because the melody focuses on the words.  You need to get that trash out of your mind and focus 
on a melody that carries good, doctrinally sound lyrics because it will edify you and focus your mind on 
right doctrine, which edifies. 
 
Any time a song emphasizes the rhythm it is bad.  Anytime a song emphasizes the harmony, it is out of 
place. It should emphasize the melody and the melody should carry sound doctrine in the lyrics.  Can you 
imagine in Daniel 3:5 if those men bow down and they hear the band strike up “Oh How I love Jesus, 
Let’s bow down to Nebuchadnezzar”.  They weren’t singing anything doctrinally correct.  They weren’t 
singing anything doctrinal at all.  They had Nebuchadnezzar’s jazz band going on and down to their knees 
they go.   
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Music can influence your life and your service for God.  You need to have good music.  Fill your mind and 
fill your soul with good music and be careful of the bad music.  Be careful of the religious music you 
listen to (called Christian rock) and all the other.  Try it all by the Bible.  You are not being an old fogie, 
you are not trying to be some nasty and critical fellow, but you are trying to get some edification for 
yourself and for others. 
 
On the day of Pentecost when those people were filled with the Spirit (in the prophetic program) they 
spoke with tongues.  Did you know there is not one prophecy in the Old Testament that said that they 
would speak with tongues?  The reason they spoke with tongues was because the program of God that 
was in operation required those people to be able to speak the languages to the nations, because they 
are going to carry the word of God out to the nations.  That is not the program today.  And those things 
have ceased.  They do not operate today.   
 
In verses 19-21 you see the results of being filled with the Spirit.  There is a song in the heart.  There is 
a thankful attitude.  There is a submissive Spirit.  And in the context of the passage, you want to 
understand and notice the real marks.  Do you notice that verses 19 and 20 do not say that being filled 
with the Spirit causes you to speak in tongues?  A lot of things are different from what most people say. 
 
Now, the true Christian liturgy is in Ephesians 5:19-21.  “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;  Giving thanks always for all 
things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; Submitting yourselves one to 
another in the fear of God.”  That is worship that comes just as the free flowing of the Spirit of God 
based on grace.  That is real worship. 
 
And, again, this is a corporate thing.  “Speaking to yourselves (the believers) in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; Giving thanks always for all things 
unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; Submitting yourselves one to another in 
the fear of God.”   
 
There are three consequences, or three manifestations, of being filled with the Spirit.  You have the 
meaning of it – you are filled, dominated, and controlled by it.  You have the means of it – the Spirit of 
God makes the word of God take root in your life.  You have the manifestation of it – a joyful heart, a 
thankful attitude, and a submissive spirit. 
 
Notice that the first manifestation of being filled with the Spirit is “speaking”, but it is not speaking in 
tongues.  Do you see that?  Somebody will come along and say that speaking in tongues is a 
manifestation of the filling of the Spirit.  Ephesians 5:19 says that you have some speaking, but it is not 
speaking in tongues.  In the next semester, we will talk about the “the speaking” in Ephesians 5:19, 
which is speaking sound doctrine.   
 
“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord.”  There is a song in your heart – a joyful heart.  That is your attitude toward one 
another.  There is a joyful attitude in your heart.  What is our attitude towards our circumstances, and 
toward what we are going through, as a local assembly, or individually?  There is joy, and there is 
happiness.   
 
Then, there is a thankful attitude toward God (verse 20).  Then, there is a submissive spirit toward one 
another (verse 21). 
 
Number one (verse 19), “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord”.  First of all, there is a song in the heart.  The very first word 
that describes being filled with the Spirit is “speaking”.   
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I call to your attention, once again – in this age, it is not speaking with tongues.  In the book of Acts, 
chapters 2 and 10, you see that the manifestation of being filled with the Spirit was speaking in tongues 
– the Kingdom Program (Prophecy).  The dispensation of grace is the Mystery.   
 
The manifestation is, first, speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord.  It is a song in the heart, or a joyful heart.  That is the idea – a 
joyful, happy heart.  That is the manifestation of being filled with the Spirit towards yourself.  The 
personal manifestation is joy. 
 
Verse 19 – “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 
in your heart to the Lord.”  That is a joyful heart.   
 
Everything starts in the heart because that’s the mentality of your soul.  If your heart is in tune and in 
harmony with the things of God and with what God the Holy Spirit is doing, then it is going to 
demonstrate itself in your attitude of heart.  Because of that, you are going to find, in your ministry, that 
singing is often a spiritual barometer.  It is often an indicator of the spiritual attitude of a congregation.  
Turn to James 5:13 
 
Ephesians 5:19 – “Speaking to yourselves.”  Please notice that!  It is an expression of personal worship.  
It is an expression of personally being filled with the Spirit.   
 
Let me say to you one more time – The Holy Spirit works through the word resonant in the soul of the 
believer.  Please don’t forget that!  Be filled with the Spirit.  He is talking about God the Holy Spirit taking 
the sword of the Spirit and strengthening the believer in the inner man by his Spirit, by that word.   
 
The Holy Spirit is visibly manifested today only through the flesh, through the vehicle of the body of 
Christ.  And you need to remember that.  And, as the body of Christ walks by faith, as it responds to the 
doctrine in the word of God rightly divided, then God the Holy Spirit takes that doctrine and energizes his 
will; and he is manifested through the instrumentality through the vehicle of the body of Christ.  And that 
song in the heart is a manifestation of the Spirit of God, and it is a manifestation of that personal 
worship. 
 
Now, there is something to remember about that – “Speaking to yourselves.”  Music in a local church, or 
in the believer’s life is not primarily designed as a tool of evangelism.  We are told to preach the gospel.  
There is no verse in scripture that says you are to sing the gospel.  Now, don’t sing unscriptural songs 
and say that I said you should.  But the point is, when you are trying to get somebody saved, you preach 
the word to them.   
 
He says, “Speaking to yourselves, … making melody in your heart.”  We are to sing to the saints about 
saintly things.  And our singing is to demonstrate the difference between what is in the heart of a saved 
man and what is in the heart of a lost man.  And if you sing to the saints about saintly things, you will 
demonstrate that difference to the lost man. 
 
One time I was preaching on the street with some guys down in Florida, and a Navy captain came by and 
stood off in the corner mocking us.  And he got kind of verbal.  And one of the fellows with me walked 
over to him and he said, “Sing me a song.”  And the guy looked at him and said, “What do you mean”?  
And he said, “Well, you’re standing over here, so you sing me a song about your testimony about what 
sin has done for you.”  He said, “I’ll sing you a song about what Jesus did for me.”   
 
The guy looked at him and backed off.  He began to sing Oh how well do I remember how I doubted day 
by day.  Do you know that song It Is Real?  That is terrible doctrine, but it got gusto!  Some of the 
doctrine in it is bad, but he sang it with all his might.  And when he got through he said, “Now, it’s your 
turn!”  And that old boy put his tail between his legs and shot off down the street like a blue blaze.   
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Did you ever hear anybody stand up and sing a wonderful testimony about what sin did for him or her, 
with effervescence on their face, with gratitude?  No, people don’t do that.  Do you know what they do?  
They go listen to those country music singers sing about sopping up the tears in the beer, and they sing 
about the soda jerk went off with my wife.  They sing about being over here with somebody’s gal, and 
she ain’t no good, and I see the reflection of a wedding band in the booze, and it broke my heart, and 
now I’m off in San Francisco wondering what I am doing here.  It is just an old sob story and that is what 
sin does for you.   
 
You listen to all that junk, like acid rock.  And the guy singing that is totally mindless. He is screaming 
and all of that stuff.  Well, that is a testimony.  It is telling you what is in his heart.  And, the believer 
demonstrates what is in his heart.  But, a lot of gospel music today has problems.  The problem with it 
comes from trying to make that music acceptable to the lost and to the world.  The problem is trying to 
use it as a tool of evangelism rather than just as an expression of worship to God.   
 
When you begin to use music as a tool of evangelism, you are going to begin to cut corners to make the 
world like it.  And, if you want to hear that kind of music, you listen to WMBI some afternoon.  Or, if you 
really want to hear it, listen to WCFL some afternoon, and listen to the Christian Rock and all that kind of 
stuff.  There is no testimony in that stuff.  They are just trying to adjust it and make it acceptable to the 
world, and the expression of worship to God in it is gone.  Singing is to be our personal expression of our 
worship to God. 
   
Now, understand, if you are from a Latin culture, what kind of culture music are you going to have?  You 
are going to have a Latino, or Mexican-type culture music.  If you are a European, you are going to have 
European heritage.  If you are oriental, you will have the oriental heritage.  But, the Spirit of God goes 
into that culture, and he purifies that culture.  He draws out of the culture the capacity to express praise 
to God from a heart of gratitude.  So, the Lord is not a certain culture, he is transcultural.  But the Holy 
Spirit purifies it, and he will use that music as a vehicle to express glory to God.   
 
And that is what Ephesians 5:19 says, “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.”  God loves music.  I hope you know that.  The 
Lord loves music that rightly reflects his glory, both in the vehicle and in the contents – both in the music 
side, the way it is done, and the content of the music, especially the doctrinal content. 
 
As Christians, our music ought to reflect the joy of our hearts that results from the glorious work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in our behalf at Calvary.  Our music ought to reflect the joy of our heart and our 
understanding of what God’s word tells us about, what was accomplished for us at Calvary.  It should 
reflect all that we have in Christ; and that joy, and the wonder of it, should be there.   
 
That is why when fundamental, bible-believing Christians get together, they usually sing about two 
things.  They sing about the cross and the Second Coming.  Because, those are the two things that thrill 
your heart.  You look at that cross and it excites you, and gratitude wells up inside of you.  You look at 
the Lord’s coming and hope comes.  And those are the two things that ought to fill your heart.   
 
Now, the primary objective of music is to glorify God.  Turn to Psalms 95:1 
 
Ephesians 5:19 – The believer’s music is to reflect his heart.  And the proper form for your music is not 
the world, and the world’s vehicles, and the world’s lyrics, but it is the things that honor and please God.   
 
Ephesians 5:19 – “Speaking to yourselves.”  Notice that the verse starts off with speaking to yourselves.  
What do you do when you speak?  You communicate, don’t you?  You are to be communicating to 
yourselves, one believer to the other believer, in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord.  Colossians 3:16 
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Turn back to Ephesians 5.  Notice, you are speaking to yourselves in three  ways: psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs.  You have a book in your bible called the Book of Psalms, don’t you?  A psalm is the word 
of God.  It is a song that praises God for his wonderful works.  So, we sing the word.   
 
Hymns are songs of praise, a song like And Can It Be or A Wonderful Saviour is Jesus My Lord.  Spiritual 
songs are songs that express the personal joy and testimony of the believer, like In the Sweet By and By.  
That is a song of testimony, like the song The Way of the Cross Leads Home.  Those are songs of 
testimony and they are spiritual songs.  It reaches into your heart and shows what is in your heart, and it 
bears testimony to the heart of somebody else and says, “Glory, let’s go pray.”  Well, that is what he is 
talking about. 
 
Now, if you want to see the effect of music, come back to 1 Samuel 16:23.  The effects of music are 
tremendous, and that is why it is such a tremendously important thing in the life of a believer.  It is a 
spiritual barometer of your heart.  1 Samuel 16:23. 
 
There are 3 evidences of being filled with the Spirit in this passage.  Ephesians 5:19 – “Speaking to 
yourselves (not speaking in tongues, interestingly enough, but it is speaking) in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;” (a joyful heart). 

 

 

Ephesians 5:20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;  

That’s why we pray in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He’s the one that gives us access.  He is the 
mediator. 
 
One of the marks of being filled with the Spirit is giving thanks always.  Ephesians 5:20 – “Giving thanks 
always for all things.”  1 Thessalonians 5:18 
 
Then verse 20 – “Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”  That is a thankful attitude.  Our attitude is gratitude, thankfulness, toward God. 
 
Now, we are in verse 20.  The second consequence, or manifestation, or characteristic of being filled with 
the Spirit is, “Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ;” – a thankful attitude toward God.  The greatest single act of worship that you can render to God 
is the act of thanksgiving. 
 
People talk about wanting to know the will of God for their lives.  Well, here is a verse to give them.       
1 Thessalonians 5:18 
 
Ephesians 5:20 – “Giving thanks always for all things.”  I hope you understand how you give thanks for 
all things.  It’s not just saying, “Oh, I thank God because he gave me a new car, and I thank God 
because he gave me a new house, and I thank God because he gave me a big bank account.”  He did 
not give you all that stuff.  If that is the level of mentality people get to spiritually, under your ministry, it 
is wrong.  It’s the performance system – I did and therefore I got.  You will find people that think like 
that.  And you, under grace, have to bring them to understand how God operates today.  And you want 
to be careful to do that, because being filled with the Spirit is being in line with what God is doing today. 
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“Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Ephesians 5:20).  Now, that does not mean God won’t take care of his people and make provision for 
them.  He does that, but how does God do it?  He does it through the Body of Christ.  He meets the 
needs of his people through the ministry of his Body, and that is how he operates today.  And God does 
make provision for the ministry and the things he’s doing.   
 
But, if you want a new automobile, you better go out and shop around.  Do you understand what I’m 
saying?  That’s the way God tells you he’ll provide it for you.  You go out and apply the biblical principles 
of finances, and financial integrity, and the biblical principles of how to spend money, and how to invest 
money, and how to make money, and how to make good purchases, and how to develop sales 
resistance, and how to evaluate products.  You develop that mentality that God lays down in his word, 
how to do those things, and do you know what you’ll find?  You can then go get what you need, and get 
it honestly.  Then you can say God provided for you, and that’s the way he does it. 
 
Ephesians 5:20 – “Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”  How do you give thanks?  You give thanks “in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”.  Our 
thanks should be consistent with who he is and what he’s done.  Literally, it is Christ giving the thanks 
through us.  It is Christ being manifested through us.  You give thanks unto God and the Father.  That is 
whom you give it to, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Our thanks should be consistent with who he 
is and what he has done.   
 
Verse 20 – “Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ;” (that thankful attitude).   

 

Ephesians 5:21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.  

“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord” [Do you see that inner tranquillity, and peace, and harmony?] Giving thanks always for 
all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; Submitting yourselves one to 
another in the fear of God”.  
 
There are three marks of being filled with the Spirit: (1) a song in the soul, (2) a thankful heart and 
attitude, and (3) a submissive spirit.   
 
What do you mean “be filled with the Spirit?”  Being filled with the Spirit has to do with “being filled with 
the knowledge of his will.”  Think about what “being filled” means.  If I have a pot of tea and I fill the 
cup with tea, I put tea in the cup.  But I also fill the cup with the tea kettle right?  I am filling it with the 
teakettle.  The tea is in the kettle and I am using the teakettle as an instrument to fill the cup.   
 
Now, which is it?  Do you fill the believer with the Spirit in the sense of putting the Spirit in the believer?  
Or, do you fill the believer with the Spirit like the teakettle pours the tea in?  Well it is the latter, not the 
former.  When you trusted Christ you got all of the Holy Spirit (volume wise) that you are ever going to 
get.   
 
He is talking about the Holy Spirit taking the believer and putting things in control of your life, “being 
filled by the Spirit” (by the instrumentality of the Spirit) if you want to put it that way.  You are filled with 
the things the Spirit of God puts in you.  The things that are placed inside are the doctrines, and the 
Spirit of God takes those doctrines and controls the details of your life.   
 
Those verses are describing the characteristics and the consequences of being filled with the Spirit.  
Being filled with the Spirit results in concrete-type activity. 
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There are three things there, and we are going to talk about them at length in a few minutes.  Number 
one is a joyful heart (verse 19).  Number two is a thankful attitude (verse 20).  Number three is a 
submissive spirit (verse 21).  But being filled with the Spirit has to do with something that is real in your 
relationship to God the Holy Spirit that produces these things.   
 
Then verse 21 – “Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.”  That is a submissive spirit, 
and that is our attitude toward others.  
 
Again, the three manifestations are: 
 
1) A song in the heart, a joyful heart. 
2) A thankful attitude. 
3) A submissive spirit.  
 
In relationship to others, we are submissive.  In our relationship to God, we are thankful (gratitude).  And 
in our relationship to ourselves, there is peace and joy.  I got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart!  
Where?  Down in my heart!  There you go; that’s it!  You sing that inside.  It says, “making melody in 
your heart to the Lord”.   
 
The Lord knows us, and some of you can’t make melody anywhere but in your heart.  Have you ever 
noticed that if you start singing, you always think you sound wonderful?   
 
I was thinking about a guy this morning that I haven’t thought about in years.  I went to college with 
him.  He fancied himself a singer, and he could hit two notes, and they were both off key.  He was a 
youth pastor of a church, and when we went to a meeting in church, he wanted to sing.  And, he wanted 
to sing every Sunday!  And when he sang, everyone just wanted to crawl under the pew.  But, when I 
talked to the guy, he thought he sang like Gabriel.  You know the poem that says I abide with Gabriel 
when he sings?  Well, this guy thought that was what he was doing – giving Gabriel competition.   
 
You think you sound all right when you sing, don’t you?  I listen to myself on tape and think Oh!  But, 
you know, it doesn't sound near that bad when I am doing it.  That is because you are making melody, 
and the melody is in your heart. 
A guy once said, “I couldn’t carry a tune if you put it in a bucket.”  Well, my bucket has holes in it.   
 
Verse 21 – “Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.”  “Submit” means “to rank 
underneath, to rank beneath or to rank under another”.  It is just like making a list and putting one thing 
under another.  Here is an example.  Philippians 2:3 
 
So he says in Ephesians 5:21, “Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.”  When we really 
reverence, and respect, and worship God, we will be submitting to one another.  We will be looking “not 
every man on his own”, but we will be looking every man after the other fellow’s best interest.  We will 
be ranking ourselves under everybody else.  We will be looking to serve one another, and that’s the issue 
in the passage.  Come with me to James 4:1 
 
You may question, “How are we going to get it manifested in all those people in the local church?”  But, 
that isn’t what it says, is it?  Submitting whom?  Submitting everybody else to one another, right?  What’s 
the second word in Ephesians 5:21?  It’s “yourselves”.  Who can you control?  You!  That is one of the 
most important lessons you will ever learn.  You can’t control anybody in the world except for you.  So, 
who are you responsible for?  Every man should give account of whom?  He should give account of 
himself to God.  The first person you are responsible for, is you!  Grace makes you accountable.  It gives 
you the privilege of being responsible for yourself, and it gives you the assets to do it with – to please 
and honor God. 
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Now, I want to stop right here before we go on in the passage.  I want to point something out to you, 
because I do not want you to miss this with regard to this issue of being filled with the Spirit.  Now, we’re 
going to go on in verse 22 and on down, and we’ll see this social order that develops through this mutual 
submission.   
 
But, the consequences that are listed here of the Spirit’s filling, demonstrate something very important 
about the process of being Spirit-filled, that I do not want you to miss.  Think now!  In Acts 2, the filling 
with the Spirit in verse 4 was a direct and an instantaneous kind of thing.  The Spirit of God came down 
and filled them, and that instantaneously brought those results.  Today, it is not so.  Being filled with the 
Spirit today is an indirect thing, and we already talked about this.  The Spirit of God operates indirectly as 
you take in the word of God, and as you grow to maturity.  So today it is a growing process as in chapter 
4:12-15. 
 
Now, there is a basic confusion in Christian circles today, and you are going to face this day in and day 
out in your ministry.  There is a basic confusion about the meaning of “spirituality”.  People do not know, 
first of all, what it is.  What is it to be spiritual?  Well, people have all kinds of ideas.   
 
Mr. Stam has a book, True Spirituality, and it has a fantastic chapter in there about pseudo forms of 
spirituality.  Some people talk about formalism.  Some people talk about emotionalism.  Some people talk 
about this and that thing.  But, what is spirituality?  1 Corinthians 14:37. 
 
Verse 21 – “Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.” 
 
Now, we have studied those things.  I just call them back to your attention because in Ephesians 5:22 
through 6:9, he deals with the issue of that submissive spirit – “submitting yourselves one to another in 
the fear of God”.  He deals with, and he lays out in a very clear and detailed fashion, the effects of that 
mutual submission – submitting yourselves one to another.  He shows how that mark of being Spirit-
filled, that mutual submission, is seen in the social order and the lifestyle of the local church.   
 
Being filled with the Spirit is a thing that demonstrates itself.  The Spirit’s control, in the lives of the 
members of the local church, is demonstrated in the lifestyle, in the practical living.  And the issue is 
being mutually submissive one to another.  
 
Verse 21 – “Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.”  When we really reverence, and 
respect, and worship God, we will be submissive one to another.  That word “submissive” is an important 
word. 
 
Ephesians tells you that God’s purpose in the body of Christ is to take his glory and sow it all out through 
the universe.  He is demonstrating all that God’s going to do one day in reconciling the heavenly places 
through the instrumentality of the body.  He is demonstrating all of that purpose, right now on the 
planet, so that the principalities and powers up there can see it and behold his manifold wisdom.  What 
you are doing is enhancing the demonstration of the wisdom of God by letting his life be demonstrated.  
And it will be.  And the characteristic remark is a mutual submissiveness. 
 
Now, in Ephesians, he goes through a long list of things that describe the social order.  You are to serve 
one another in every possible way.  That is what it means to be “submitting yourselves one to another”.  
It means serving each other in every possible way – everything I can do to serve you.  You have to look 
at the passage and remember that we are all going to be submissive at some point.   
 
Verse 22 – “Wives, submit yourselves unto you own husbands.”  Verse 25 – “Husbands, love your wives.”  
Ephesians 6:1 – “Children, obey your parents.”  Verse 4 – “Fathers, provoke not your children.”  Verse 5 
– “Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters.”  Verse 9 – “Ye masters, do the same.”  He 
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expects every one of us, in whatever the social situation, to function there as a member of the body of 
Christ.  That is the key issue in the passage.  No matter who you are or where you are, or no matter 
what the situation is, recognize whom you really are in Christ, and function and live there as Christ 
would.   
 
They used to tell me in Sunday school when I was a kid, that if you wanted to do something, ask Would 
Jesus do it?  Did you ever hear anybody tell you that?  Would Christ do it?  That is the question.  Well, 
you know that is put in baby talk, but that is a good question.  That is the real issue.  Because the whole 
issue is that our lives and our ministry, not individually but collectively (He’s talking to the assembly 
now.), is to reflect the attitudes and the actions and the life of the Lord Jesus Christ – God manifest in 
the flesh.   

 

 

Wives and Husbands (social order) 

5:22-33 husbands and wives - walk in harmony 

Ephesians 5:22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as 
unto the Lord.  (Col 3:18) 5 social order 

Ephesians is a mirror image of the book of Colossians.  Look once again in Ephesians 5:18-22: “be filled 
with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord; Giving thanks always for all things unto God … Submitting yourselves … 
Wives, submit yourselves unto your husbands.”   
 
Then he gives instructions.  5:25: “Husbands, love your wives.”  6:1: “Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord.”  6:4: “fathers, provoke not your children.”  6:5: Servants, be obedient to them that are your 
masters.”  6:9: “ye masters, do the same things.”  
 
Do you see how he says, “Be filled with the Spirit?”  And when you are filled with the Spirit: this is what a 
wife is to do, and this is what a husband is to do, and this is what children are to do, and this is what 
fathers are to do, and this is what servants are to do, and this is what masters are to do.”  Do you see 
that?  Come to Colossians 3:16-17 and watch exactly the same kind of thing. 
 
I was visiting in a home one time, and the husband and I sat down in the living room.  All of the sudden 
he barked out, “SUBJECTION!”  And in his wife came and said, “Yes sir.”  And he said, “Pop – Go”.  And 
she went to get the soda.  And he turned to me and said, “See how I run this place?”  And I thought, 
What was that?  Honestly there are some people that think it means just being a slave, or being a 
dictator.  And that is not what Paul is talking about.   
 
Now notice verse 23, “For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church.”  
Do you see the reason for the submission, and the motivation for the submission there?  That is 
important.  Now go back to 1 Timothy 2:9 and let’s talk about the instructions Paul gives to the women.  
 
Now, in Ephesians 5:22 through 6:9, Paul begins to list the effects of this mutual submission, submitting 
yourselves one to another in the fear of God.  He begins to list the effects of this mutual submission, in 
the social order and the lifestyle of the local church.  “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, 
as unto the Lord.”  Verse 25 – “Husbands, love your wives.”  Chapter 6:1 – “Children, obey your 
parents.” Chapter 6:4 – “Ye fathers, provoke not your children.”   
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Verse 22 – “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.”   
 
“Hupotasso” is the Greek word.  “Tasso” means “to line up” or “to list a thing”.  You rank it; you list it 
one beneath the next.  The word “Hupo” is “to put the thing under”.  You take a thing, and then you list 
it, and then you list underneath it.  To “submit yourself” is exactly what the English word means.  It 
means “to put yourself under somebody else”.  If you submit yourself one to another, you take that 
person and you fight to get underneath him.  And as I said to you last time, Spirit-filled believers never 
fight to get on top.  They are always fighting to be underneath.  Now, that is a mark, a characteristic.   
 
And the issue of being submissive is demonstrated for you in Philippians 2.  I wrote myself a note on the 
board up here, but I erased it.  I wanted to say something to you about how the book of Philippians and 
Colossians fit in to our study in the book of Ephesians.  And it is important that you understand that.  I 
am not going to get into it in detail tonight, but we will in the next couple of weeks.  We have been going 
through Ephesians rather quickly because of the time constraints.   
 
Do you remember when we studied Romans, we studied the basic foundational doctrine for the 
dispensation of grace?  We studied the first eight chapters of Romans, but in conjunction with that we 
went through the book of Galatians.  And do you remember when we went through the last part of 
Romans?  When we went through that, we also went through 1 Corinthians and 2 Corinthians.  And those 
books made commentaries, practical extrapolations and applications of the doctrine that you were given 
in Romans, in those churches there.   
 
Well, Philippians and Colossians do the same thing.  The book of Philippians is designed as a book to 
demonstrate what it is to walk in abounding agape love.  In Ephesians 5:2 he says, “And walk in love, as 
Christ also hath loved us”.  If you want to know what it is to walk in love, if you want to know what it is 
to walk in submission one to another, there is example after example in the whole book of Philippians.  In 
fact, there are ten examples of how to do this.  Philippians 1:8-9 
 
Do not get caught up in this business of needing to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  Listen people, being 
filled with the Spirit, does not focus on the Spirit.  Who does he glorify?  He glorifies Christ.  When the 
Spirit of God is doing the work, he does not get the glory.  But, what Christ has done is exalted.  Christ is 
the one that is made most of and he is the one that is lifted up.   
 
This is it – your identification with him in his crucifixion at Calvary where you were cut off and your 
history in Adam was dead. Also, it is your resurrection, where you have his life, and in your session at the 
Father’s right hand, as members of the body of Christ demonstrating his grace.   
 
And when you live like that, like who you really are ladies, you will find out that submission (serving your 
husband in every possible way, seeking to make him the best that God could ever make him to be) 
comes naturally.  You will find that that just comes so naturally because it comes out of love and 
gratitude rather than out of I have to.   
 
Notice verse 22 – “Wives, submit yourselves unto (Notice those next three words.) “your own husbands.”  
Now I like that, and I am glad that is in there because that is what makes that verse possible.  You see, 
the wife submits to her husband, but it is not just her husband, it is her own husband.  The husband that 
she owns and possesses.   
 
That guy belongs to you – he is yours.  Now, you might not have a lot to brag about!  But he is yours!  
You are not a slave to this guy; you own this guy.  You understand that some people think of submission 
as being a slave and that is not it at all.  You own him and he belongs to you.  So you are submissive to 
him and you are serving him in every possible way, and that is just a willing response to a God-ordained 
distinction in your function.  God ordained that your husband, that husband that belongs to you, would 
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be the head.  And you recognize what God ordained, and you are submissive to what God is doing.  
Colossians 3:18 
 
Ephesians 5:22 – “as unto the Lord”.  For a wife to be submissive and serving her husband in every way, 
it is simply to be serving the Lord.  She is doing the will of God.  For her not to be doing that, she is in 
rebellion to the will of God.  I don’t care what else she is doing. 
 
Turn to Ephesians 5:22.  We are discussing the issue of the submissiveness that being filled with the 
Spirit produces in believers, and mutual submission one to another. 
 
You should make a note to yourself sometime to go through Paul’s Epistle’s and look up all the passages 
where he talks about “one another” - forgiving one another, forbearing one another, etc.  If you want a 
tremendous study, you look up all of those passages.  That “one anothering” principle, (looking out one 
for another), is what he is talking about – submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. 
 
He begins to show the effects of this mutual submissiveness as seen in the social order, and the lifestyle, 
of the local church and how that produces an effect.  He starts out with wives in verses 22-24 – “Wives, 
submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife, 
even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.  Therefore as the church is 
subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.”   
 
Now we talked about this passage in the last lesson, and you need to notice carefully that “the husband 
is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church”.  So, the husband is the head of the 
wife.  Being the head is the issue of being a God-ordained authority.  It is not an issue of the woman or 
the wife being any less of a person.  It is a distinction in function, not in essential value.  The issue of 
headship has nothing to do with the essence of a person’s value, but it has to do with a function.  1 
Corinthians 11:3 

 

 

Ephesians 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is 
the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.  (Illustration) 

(Analogy = comparison, likeness, parallel, similarity) Relating to BOC (Israel= Isa 54:5, Jer 3:14) (Jehovah= Christ, 

Father, HS) (Eph 5: 23, Rom 7:4, 2Cor 11:2) (BOC x Bride of Christ) 

In Ephesians 5:23, the issue is the husband’s leadership, the husband’s authority.  And when the wife 
sees and understands that God ordained a certain setup and she is then submissive to this setup, to the 
God-ordained functioning of her husband (the position of a husband and a wife), she is being submissive.  
She is serving her husband in the way God ordained for her to serve him.  The husband is the head of 
the wife and is to function properly in the position of authority.  I do not mean just doing it in the flesh.  I 
am talking about doing it the way God said to do it. 
 
You are going to get a real dose of that in just a minute.  Hold on ladies; you be patient.  He gives you 
ladies three verses and he socks the guys with the rest of the chapter, because anybody in authority has 
far more responsibility.  Therefore they need far more instruction.   
 
Verse 23 – “For the husband is the head of the wife.”  That is the motive – “…even as Christ is the head 
of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.”  Now, that is the illustration.   
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Ephesians 5:24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the 
wives be to their own husbands in every thing.  

Now, there are two conflicting principals there.  First, there is the principle of mutual submission (verse 
21 and 22 – submit yourselves).  But, then there is also a principle of authority – (verse 23) the husband 
is the head, he is the authority over the wife.  
 

Now, those two principles conflict with one another in human viewpoint.  You say, “How can you submit 
yourselves to one another, when one of them is the head over the other.”  Let me give you an 
illustration.  Turn to 1 Corinthians 7:3-4 
 
The issue is leadership and authority.  And the key is in verse 24 – “Therefore as the church is subject 
unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.”   
 

Tell me something – “as the church is subject unto Christ.”  He is just saying, “Just live like a member of 
the body of Christ.  Live like the church is subject to Christ.”  Do you understand how, as member of the 
body of Christ, you are subject to him and you live that way?  Okay, live in your position as a wife, like a 
member of the body of Christ would live there.  How would a member of the body of Christ be a wife 
married to your husband in your situation?  How would Christ fulfill that?  Well that is what you are 
supposed to demonstrate.   
 
Verse 24 – “Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be unto their own husbands.”  
That is living as member of the body of Christ in the position of a wife.  That is your responsibility.   
Now, how is the church subject to Christ?  In everything, he is the head.  How is it accomplished?  There 
isn’t but one way; there isn’t but one motive that is acceptable, and that is the motive of love.  That is 
grace motivation.  There is not but one way.  The principle of authority and the principle of submission 
can work together and that is the issue of love. 
 
Verse 24 – “Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 
every thing.”   
 
In all the passages that give instructions to husbands and wives, the wives are always listed first.  I don’t 
know if you ever noticed that: Genesis 3 – when God deals with Adam and Eve and so forth, Colossians 
3, Ephesians 5, 1 Peter 3.  It is wives … then husbands.  And it always works out to be that way because 
of 1 Timothy 2:14.  The woman is spoken to first because it says, “And Adam was not deceived, but the 
woman being deceived was in the transgression”.  The woman is always admonished  first, because the 
woman has an ability to be spiritually deceived and therefore needs the admonition first. 
 
And I’ll tell you folks, human nature resists authority of every kind.  Amen?  You just have a totally 
disagreeable attitude toward submitting, don’t you?  Don’t look at me like No not me!  Yeah you!  Your 
nature just vexes against being submissive. 
 
Turn back to Genesis 2.  That is why it’s a mark of something that God is doing, the manifestation of his 
life.  There is something outside of you.  Genesis 2:18-19 
 
Ephesians 5:22-24 says – “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  For the 
husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the 
body.  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every 
thing.”  Boy, that’s wonderful! 
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You see, the issue is God-ordained authority.  It is the distinction and function.  It does not mean that 
you are any less valuable.  It does not mean the woman is any less of a valued person.  As far as God is 
concerned, in the body of Christ, there is total equality of value and status in Christ.  We are all equal in 
Christ, and yet there are issues in the function of life as people on the planet.  There are different 
degrees of function and there are authorities.  We are subject to higher powers.  We are subject to 
different things.   
 
In the home, the top authority is the word of God.  Then there is the husband, then there is the wife.  
Then there are the children, and the umbrella of protection comes out from God through the husband.  
And the husband is to be the protector, and the provider, and the preserver of his marriage, and thus of 
his family.  And the only way the family can be preserved is if the wife serves her husband in every way, 
and the husband is the head of his family.   
 
The only way your kids, or the kids in your church, or any kids you minister to, are ever going to have a 
chance of having a family that is stable, is for that husband to carry on his proper responsibility and for 
the wife to carry on hers.  This has to happen for those kids to be raised up in the nurturing and 
admonition of the Lord.  
 
And the wife’s responsibility is to serve her husband and to make him the best husband God could ever 
make him.  And that husband is to love his wife and to serve her in every way and hence to serve his 
children in every way. 
 
Now, this passage is talking about saved people.  You are not talking about unsaved people in the 
passage.  If you want to talk about unsaved people and their kids, you go to 1 Corinthians 7 and you get 
the instructions over there.  But, this passage is talking about the situation among saved people and 
Spirit-filled people.  And, we will take up the passage in the next lesson and get on with the husbands.    
 
Ephesians 5:23,24 – “For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: 
and he is the saviour of the body.  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to 
their own husbands in every thing.”  As we have come under Christ’s protection, and his provision, and 
his preservation, so the wife needs to do with the husband.   
 
“Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ” – it puts itself under him.  How is the church subject to 
Christ?  You are subject to Christ out of love, aren’t you?  So, the wife should, out of love, be subject to 
her husband and depend on him.  The wife should depend upon her husband to be all that God has 
ordained him to be.  That is the idea. 
 
The key to that is in verse 24 – “as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own 
husbands.”  If you are living as the body of Christ lives, in other words, if you live as a husband the way 
the body of Christ lives as a husband, then you will have compatibility.  If you are living as a wife the way 
Christ would live that way, then you will have compatibility.   
 
I told you before – all the problems in the marriage come because marriage is cursed from the beginning.  
It is sinfulness.  If Christ is in the husband, and Christ is in the wife, there will be total compatibility.  Isn’t 
Christ compatible with himself?  Then what is the problem?  If there are problems, it is because he isn’t 
doing the living through them.   
 
And you, as a wife, should live in that position as a wife, as who you are – demonstrate how the body of 
Christ, the life of Christ, is living there.  And that is the issue – as the church, the body of Christ, is 
subject unto him who is his head, so let the wives be unto their own husbands.  And the subjection there 
and the submission there is one of love.   
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In Titus 2:4, Paul says that the older women are to teach the younger women to be sober and love their 
husbands, and love their children.  You hear that the wife is never told to love her husband.  Well, Titus 
2:4 says to love your husband.  People who tell you that will tell you that is a wrong translation over 
there, but you keep reading Titus 2:4 to them.  Because, every woman knows she ought to love her 
husband, in spite of what the preachers say.   
 

 

 

Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it;  

Compare those verses to Colossians 3.  In comparing these passages, it helps give clarity, distinction, and 
definition to the subject.  Therefore, to define being “filled with the Spirit” is to compare the verses, and 
let them interpret themselves.  Contrasting and comparing is a way to bring clarity. 
 
Why did he love the church and give himself for it?  Verses 26-27 
 
Verse 25 – “Husbands, love your wives.”  Come with me to Titus 2:4.  I want you to see this verse, 
ladies.  I heard preachers say for years that God does not command the woman to love her husband.  He 
commands the husband to love his wife.  And if the rascal loves his wife, she will love him back.  God 
does not tell her to love him, but it is his responsibility to make her love him.  And, that’s baloney!   
You do not read your bible, if you do not know God tells you to love your husband.  Titus 2:4 
 
Now, we are going to move from the wives to the husbands.  Ephesians 5:25 – “Husbands, love your 
wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it.”  The wife is to be submissive to her 
husband, and the husband is to cherish and value and esteem his wife.   
 
When you go back to Ephesians 5, Paul says, “Love your wives”.  Paul goes on to describe you loving her 
just like you love your own body, because you are “one flesh”.  That’s absolute, total intimacy there, and 
connection, and union.   
 
Now, your wife is the one who makes you a complete person again.  Your wife is given to you by God to 
make you all God ever intended you to be.  Now, that ought to cause you to be able to love her.   
And by the way, the wife is a mirror image.  She is going to answer back that which you give to her.  You 
beat her on the head and you drive her in the ground with legalism and human viewpoint and self will 
and dominance, and all the rest, and do you know what you will get back?  You’ll get back bitterness, 
and frustration, and anger, and contention.  But, love her and do you know what you’ll get back?  You’ll 
get back love, and respect, and honor, and happiness, and joy, and fulfillment, and all that God intended 
her to be.  Husbands love your wives! 
 
The standard for loving your wife is “even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it” 
(Ephesians 5:25).  How did Christ love the church?  Think about it for a minute.  Christ loved the church 
according to the will of God the Father.  Did he not?  He gave himself for it.   
 
Why did he give himself for the church?  John 10:18.  They had an eternal covenant together back in 
Time Past, in Eternity Past.  And the Lord Jesus Christ loved the church and gave himself to the church 
according to the will of God the Father.   
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It is the command of God that you love your wives.  Therefore, loving your wife is an act of your will.  
Listen, you will find people coming along and saying, “Well, I don’t love her anymore.”  Or she is going to 
say about him, “I don’t love him anymore.”  Well, love is defined in the passage here, and love is the will 
of God the Father between a husband and a wife.  Therefore, because it is a commandment, it is 
something that you can choose to do.  It is not first, and primarily, and basically an emotional response.   
 
I know you see her and your heart goes up to your throat and all that stuff.  And she is trying to be cool 
and making you think that isn’t happening with her.  But, if she had to say “hello”, she couldn’t get it out 
either.  And, you chase her until she catches you.  I know just how that works.  But, the point is – it is 
something you are commanded to do.   
 
And you get beyond the puppy love, and the difficult days come, and the trials and the problems come, 
and those things ought to make your grasp stronger.  If your life is together, then the hold is stronger.  If 
you are at odds and not seeing who you are and what the situation is, you begin to butt heads.   
 
Ephesians 5:25 – “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for 
it.”   
 
That is the greatest definition of love in the bible.  He loved the church and he gave himself for it.  Love 
is not an emotion; it is an act of self sacrifice.  Write that down and remember that.  Agape love in the 
bible not an emotion.  It is not “Days of Our Lives” and “As the World Turns” and “The Young and the 
Restless” and all that garbage you see on the television.  That is lust, not love.  Love is an act of 
undeserved, self-sacrifice.  And there is the verse – he loved the church and he gave himself for it.  He 
loved the church enough to die for it. 
 
Go back to Genesis 3.  Christ did for the church exactly what Adam did for Eve.  Did you ever notice that 
back there in Genesis?  Genesis 3:6 
 
Do you know what Adam did?  He looked at that choice and he said, “I love her more than I love God, so 
give me the fruit”.  And Adam sacrificed himself for Eve and died in absolute, total, willful rebellion 
against God Almighty.  He knew what he was doing; and he rebelled against God Almighty, because he 
loved Eve more than he loved God.  And ever since then, all of his descendants have loved sin more than 
they loved God.  They loved rebellion. 
 
Do you know what Adam did?  He wanted to satisfy himself – rebellion, unbelief, pride.  Well the Lord 
Jesus Christ in Ephesians 5 comes and gives himself for the church.  I love that!  He wins back with the 
sacrifice of himself what Adam lost by the sacrifice of himself.   
 
There are five times where the apostle Paul says that Christ gave himself for us.  That is another good 
study, and it is a great series of sermons.  It can be a good one-time sermon, but it is also good as a 
series.   
 
Galatians 1:4 – “Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world.”  
Titus 2:14 is another one, but there are five of them.  Galatians 2:20 is another one – he loved me and 
gave himself for me. 
 
When you get all five of them, that is a good message.  It is a good series of messages, in fact. 
 
Then you come to the cross (Ephesians 5:25) – he gave himself for us, back there, that he might sanctify 
us.  In other words, we are sanctified (Hebrews 10) by the blood of Christ once and for all.  We are set 
apart unto God through the death of the Lord Jesus Christ at Calvary in the past. 
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Ephesians 5:26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing 
of water by the word,  

He gave himself for it, and he died for it.  It is his.  He buys it.  Why?  “That he might sanctify and 
cleanse it [How?] with the washing of water by the word.” 
 
Folks, the cleansing process in the “now time” is by the word.  In John 15:3 Jesus told his disciples: “Now 
ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.”  The word is the agent whereby 
progressive sanctification takes place.  The Holy Spirit takes God’s word and through the word those 
“good works that we are created unto” become a living reality in our life.  See Colossians 1:9-10  
 
But there is also a present tense purifying or sanctifying.  Verse 26 – “That he might sanctify and cleanse 
it with the washing of water by the word.”  Turn to John 15:3  
 
Nourishing our wives is verse 26.  He seeks the cleansing of the church by washing of the water by the 
word.  

 

Ephesians 5:27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy 
and without blemish. (Analogy = comparison, likeness, parallel, similarity) x Bride of Christ 

He is talking about the fact that Christ gave himself to the church that he might sanctify it, that he might 
present it to himself.  That is talking about him having an agency, in the heavenly places, that is without 
spot or blemish that he can use in the heavenly places as his worthy representatives. 
 
Christ loved the church, not just to dominate it, but to cultivate it, to make it all that he had intended for 
it to be.   

 
The issue with the husband, as the head of the family and the head of the marriage, is not to dominate, 
or to rule, or to order around the wife and command her and make a doormat out of her.  That is not the 
idea at all in submission.  But, rather, the wife is his helper.  She is his help meet.  Verse 31 says they are 
one flesh.  And the issue with the wife is that she is the one that comes along and makes a complete 
person out of him.   
 

Gentlemen, understand that your wife is the one that God gives to you to make you all that he intends 
you to be.  And without her, you are not complete.  So, what should you do?  Well, naturally you are 
going to kick her out every night, right?  And you are going to order her around, right?  No!  Anytime 
anybody comes along and makes more of you than you could have made of yourself, you love them, 
don’t you?  Shake your heads “yeah” guys!  Let me see that bald spot bobbing.  That is natural when you 
appreciate what is going on here.   
 

Turn back to Genesis for just a minute.  I want to be sure that you do not miss this.  Genesis 2:18 
 
The issue is sanctification.  And you see sanctification in three tenses here.   
 
You know how we talked about salvation is in three tenses?  Past Tense – I was saved from the penalty 
of sin, which is death and hell.  Present Tense – I am being saved from the power of sin.  Future Tense – 
I shall be saved from the presence of sin and the wrath to come.   
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Well, sanctification is also in three tenses.  Verse 26 – “That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself.” 
 
In Ephesians 5:25 you have the cross.  “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the church, and 
gave himself for it.”  That is past tense in the sense of eternity past.  Christ loved the church according to 
God the Father.  Look back at Ephesians 1:4 
 
Then there is a future sanctification.  Verse 27 – “That he might present it to himself a glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.”  In the 
future, God Almighty is going to fulfil his purpose of love in presenting us holy and without blemish 
before him in love. 
 
So, in the past he purposes it.  Christ dies on the cross.  Then there is the daily cleansing, and 
sanctifying, and growing that we have now through the washing of the water by the word.  And then 
there will be that future fulfillment of our sanctification when we are taken to be with the Lord.  He 
presents us to himself.  It is grace again; he is doing it.  He brings us to be with him and our condition is 
a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle – no human frailty, no human failure, no human problems.   
 
Have you ever noticed that spots and wrinkles are the very things that everybody is trying to get rid of.  
The cosmetic industry is one the greatest industries because of that.  Well, you will have a body that will 
never get old and won’t ever wrinkle.  You won’t be in need of eyeglasses.  When you think about that, 
you can start shouting.  That is wonderful!  And he is going to accomplish that and we’ll be holy and 
without blemish.   
 
The purpose of his love is that he might have us there with him complete and totally, as a reflection of 
whom he is.  Just like the wife reflects the husband, the body of Christ is going to reflect him up there. 
 
The cherishing of our wives is verse 27- the way he cherishes us.  And if we understand how he cleanses 
the body and how he cherishes the body, we understand how a husband is to do all that he does for the 
same purpose in the life of his wife.   
 
The husband and the wife so interpenetrate each other’s lives that what the husband does for his wife is 
said to be what he is doing for himself.  That’s that “oneness” – one flesh, that total complete union in 
marriage.  The husband is to give his wife everything that she needs.  He is her provider, her protector, 
and her preserver.  She is a God-given treasure to be cared for and cherished and nourished.  And when 
you treat your wife like that, you will not have trouble getting something on time.  But, if you come in 
with a stick, you might have a little different kind of thing, because she has that same old sin nature that 
you have.   
 
You go back there in Genesis 3 – this thing about nourishing and cherishing the wife – that is the thing 
Adam did not do.  Do you understand that?  When Eve came along and Satan came along, what was the 
first thing Satan said?  “Yea, hath God said…?”  Do you remember what she said back to him, or what 
she did?  Did she quote or give him back the right statement?  She left some of it out, didn’t she?  And 
then in a minute, they are adding to it and changing it.  
 
But you think about it for just a minute.  I don’t want to let Adam off the hook on that point.  I do not 
believe that was Eve’s fault.  It was not mother Eve back there leaving out the word of God.  Do you 
know what I suspect?  I suspect she said back to him exactly what Adam told her.  The problem was 
Adam did not clearly and completely communicate to Eve the sound doctrine that God gave him.  
Because Adam was by himself when God said, “You don’t eat of the tree of the garden.”  Adam was all 
by himself when he got those instructions.  Then God made Eve, and it was Adam’s responsibility to 
communicate those instructions to Eve.   
 

tw://bible.*/?id=49.5.25|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.1.4|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=1.3.0|_AUTODETECT_|


Like I said, I am not willing to absolve Adam too quickly of that problem and blame it all on Eve.  
Because if that had been true, that would have been Eve sinning before the actual sin took place.  She 
was not doing that.  She was just repeating back improper instructions.  She was not adequately 
provided for so that she could be preserved in her function.  And the problem was that Adam did not 
communicate sound doctrine to his wife.  He did not nourish her, and he did not cherish her in the proper 
way.   
 
Now, you do not want to forget that because as a husband, God doesn't just expect you to have a nice 
house, and a car, and a big bank account.  In fact, God does not expect that out of you at all.  And if 
your wife does, those expectations are wrong.  But, you will never get her to see the difference until you 
put the sound doctrine in it.  Do you understand what I’m saying?  There is a responsibility there.   
 
Many a man in the ministry, gentleman, comes to the place where he finds that his wife is not the help 
meet that God intends her to be, and he has a great deal of difficulty.  And the problem is that he has 
not been the husband that he should have been, nourishing her and building her up in the most holy 
faith.  And the problem is more like what Adam was than what it ought to be.   

 

 

Ephesians 5:28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. 
He that loveth his wife loveth himself.  

Do you understand that doctrine about what Christ has done for us?  Ephesians 5:28 – “So ought men to 
love their wives as their own bodies.  He that loveth his wife loveth himself.”  Notice – if you love your 
wife you just love yourself.   

 

Ephesians 5:29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth 
and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:  

Verses 29 and 30 – “For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as 
the Lord the church: For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.”  Everything that we 
do as husbands should be to seek the purity of our wives, to daily cleanse our wives, and to sanctify our 
wives, and to nourish them, and to cherish them, and to build them up.   

 

Ephesians 5:30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 

bones. (Analogy = comparison, likeness, parallel, similarity) 

 

Ephesians 5:30 – “For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.”   
 
Now, we are his flesh.  He says back in verse 28 you are to love your wife as you love your own bodies.  
Verse 29 – you love yourself, your own flesh.  Verse 30 – you’re his flesh.   

tw://bible.*/?id=49.5.28|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.5.30|_AUTODETECT_|


 
When Adam received Eve, his wife, marriage was the reconstruction of the original Adam.  Marriage was 
the making whole again of Adam.  It was taking Adam and making him all that God had meant him to be, 
all that he could not be all by himself.  God gives him the wife, and they become one person.   
 
When he says in verse 30 – “we are members of his body, of his flesh”, he is talking about the church, 
the body of Christ.  And when he talks about the fact that we are members of his body, the expression of 
his flesh and of his bones is a reference to our oneness with Christ.  It comes out of Genesis 2:23.  We’re 
not going to have the time here to go through all of them, but let me give them to you; and you write 
them down: Genesis 2:23, Genesis 29:14, Genesis 37:27; Judges 9:1-2, 2 Samuel 5:1, 2 Samuel 19:12-
13. 
 
Now turn to Judges 9 and let me show you what those references describe.  If you want to understand 
how or what that expression “flesh of his flesh and bone of his bone” means, those references right there 
will demonstrate to you that that expression means, as it is used in the bible, “a living union, a living 
oneness, a kinship”.  We are members of his body, of his flesh and of his bone.  We are in living union 
with him.  We are one with him.  We are part of himself, of his family, of his kinship.  And those passages 
there will show you the way that expression is used.  Judges 9:1  
 
In Ephesians 5:30 when he says, “we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones”, he is 
referring to the living oneness that we have with Christ.  Let me show you the relationship.  Get Genesis 
5:2 in one hand and 1 Corinthians 12:12.  Here is a remarkable comparison between the marriage 
situation and our situation as members of the body of Christ.  Genesis 5:1-2, 1 Corinthians 12:12 

 

 

Ephesians 5:31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, 
and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.  

Ephesians 5:31 – “FOR THIS CAUSE SHALL A MAN LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER, AND SHALL BE 
JOINED UNTO HIS WIFE, AND THEY TWO SHALL BE ONE FLESH.”  That is a direct quote from Genesis 
2:24.   
 
The word “joined” literally means “stuck together” like “glued together”.  It is a reference to Genesis 
2:24.  In fact, this verse is quoted from that.   
 
Haven’t I pointed out to you before how Paul quotes the Old Testament in the book of Ephesians four 
times?  I gave you those references back in chapter 4.  You need to notice that and this is another one of 
them.  God instituted marriage at the creation of man.  It is a Creation Institution.  And it is an institution 
where men and women are joined together and the two become one flesh, or one person. 
 
I have a statement here that is a statement of the position of the Berean Bible Society on the issue of 
marriage.  I want to read this to you and I want you to see it.  I want you to understand what it says. 
 
“Marriage was instituted by God at the creation of man.  It is binding until death, until the death of one 
or both parties.  In the Epistles of Paul (In other words, under the dispensation of grace) we find no 
justification for obtaining a divorce from ones mate.  But and if a divorce is obtained by either party, 
directly or indirectly, that party is henceforth to remain unmarried.”  
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Now, I read that to you because that is clear in itself and says what it wants to say.  But I say that to you 
for this reason – When Paul is describing marriage here, and he is describing the relationship that exists 
between members of the body of Christ in the family relationship, the husband and wife become one 
flesh.  The husband is joined unto his wife and the two become one flesh.  That is intended to be a 
permanent life-long situation.  The wife is given to the husband and the husband to the wife in order to 
fulfill the person, to make them all that they possibly can be.  It is not a situation given just to satisfy the 
lust of your flesh.  There is a spiritual issue involved here – the program, and the purpose of God.  And 
as members of the body of Christ, we function together in these capacities.   
 
Divorce is an alien element.  It is the result of sin.  And it is the breaking apart – what God hath joined 
together let no man put asunder.  It is the dividing apart of what God has ordained.  And as a result of 
that, it is an evidence of not functioning, as members of the body of Christ ought to function.   
 
But, the issue here is the functioning together of the members of the body of Christ, and as members of 
that body, as we work together, as we live together.  You see, the characteristics of being filled with the 
Spirit are demonstrated right down on those personal levels like that. 

 

Ephesians 5:32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ 
and the church.  

Ephesians 5:32 – This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”   
 
Now, he is saying that when I talk to you about your relationship between husband and wife, and I 
compare it with Christ and the church, and the union that you have there, the motivation for you to live 
and to function to the fullest in your marriage is the fact that we represent the body of Christ before the 
world.  He is addressing the local church.  You as a husband, you as a wife represent the body of Christ 
before other members of the body, and before the world.  We are to be demonstrations of his self-
sacrificing, calvary-type love in marriage. 
   
Marriage is the most basic unit of society.  And we have the responsibility of demonstrating that calvary-
type, self-sacrificing love so others can see it.   
 
If you look on down into chapter 6, you will notice that we begin to move, next, into the issue of the 
family – children/fathers.  Then, next, you move on down into servants and masters.  You are going to 
see, first, wives and husbands, and that’s marriage, the marriage unit.  Then there are children and 
fathers, and that’s the family unit.  And then there are the servants and the masters, and that is moving 
out into the social unit.   
 
Those four Divine Institutions that were given (that we studied in Romans 13 and Genesis 1-11) are for 
the establishment, and the security, and the protection of the human race.  And he is demonstrating in 
these passages the way that the local church, the body of Christ, and God himself, has a real influence in 
the world today.   
 
The way God exerts his influence providentially in the world is for each local church, for each member of 
the local church, for each family, to be all that God made them to be.  When you are walking according 
to what God is doing and you are walking the way that he works, (on that faith principle), then God’s 
influence goes out.  It goes out first in the marriage, then in the family, and then out into the community. 
 
We’ll talk more about that next time.  But verse 32 is the motivation for the godly family and the proper 
husband and wife relationship.  He said all this but this is a great mystery, but the mystery I’m talking 
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about is the mystery of the body of Christ and our oneness with him and the fact that we represent him 
before the world. 

 

Ephesians 5:33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love 
his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her 
husband.  

Remember what we talked about last time, about your wife being you?  the oneness?  That’s your body; 
that’s you.  When you love your wife, you’re loving yourself.  So if you love yourself, who should you 
love?  You love her.  My point to you is verse 29:  the husband is to nourish and cherish his wife.  
“Nourish her:”  teach her the doctrine—value her so much that you communicate clearly to her the 
instructions from God, the doctrine from God, so that she can function to her full potential in the will of 
God.   
 

It’s your job, Mister, to see that your wife lives up to her full potential.  I don’t mean to whip her into it, 
that’s stupid; you can’t do that.  Her Christian life won’t function on the basis of ignorance.  You have to 
teach her, you have to nourish her, cherish her, and build her up, and be her husband.  Did you ever 
notice that word husbandry over in Paul’s epistles?  He is talking about a farmer.  You are to grow a crop 
of the fruits of righteousness in your wife’s life.  It’s your job to weed out what needs to be weeded out, 
and to plant what needs to be planted.   
 

Here is Eve facing the adversary, and she can’t function on the basis of sound doctrine.  The problem 
that Eve faced in all of it is that she did not have within her soul the sound doctrine necessary to stand 
against the wiles and the tricks of the adversary.  So because she didn’t have the sound doctrine, Satan 
tricked her.  He came along, and took her confusion, her lack-a-dazical, maybe almost-got-it kind of a 
thing.  She was familiar with the instructions, the clear-cut command, but it hadn’t been communicated 
to her clearly.  That house of doctrine didn’t exist in her soul to which she could have retreated and 
withstood the wiles of the adversary.  So what happened?  When Satan flat out contradicts the Word of 

God in verse 4, he says, “Ye shall not surely die.”  I love that—he’s quoting the Scripture exactly even 
when Eve couldn’t; the devil knew what the correct words were.  
 
Ephesians 5:33 – “Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and 
the wife see that she reverence her husband.”   
 
He summarizes in verse 33 what he said in the previous verses.  Because marriage is so important to 

what God is doing today, Paul sums it up one last time.  And he focuses on the individual responsibility to 
see to it that verse 32 is a reality.  You, as an individual, have the responsibility to see that the life of 
Christ is manifested in the details of your life.   

 

 

Ephesians: 6 

We are ready to begin the sixth chapter of Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians.  Ephesians 6:1 – “Children, 
obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.  HONOUR THY FATHER AND MOTHER; which is the first 
commandment with promise; THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH THEE, AND THOU MAYEST LIVE LONG ON 
THE EARTH.” 
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Now, I said to you last time that you need to remember, and notice in this passage, that Paul makes 
reference (not directly) to the body of Christ demonstrating the Spirit’s fullness.  And, you see, he 
categorizes the issues here, and he describes the social relationships and the social order, that members 
of the body of Christ are to demonstrate the Spirit’s fullness.  He obviously is showing the order and the 
order of its importance, and of its relative importance to the believer. 
 
There is a reference or a structure in there, along the line of the four Divine Institutions, for the 
establishment of mankind.   
 
Now, let me say something about what I call the Divine Institutions: Volition, Marriage, Family, and 
Nationalism.  These are four basic units, or four basic institutions that are given for the establishment, 
the protection, the orderly functioning, the survival, the perpetuation, and the blessing of mankind (the 
human race).   
 
The question was raised at the end of the last class about the word “institution”.  Isn’t the church, the 
body of Christ, an institution?  And I said, “No, it isn’t.”  The word “institution” means “an authority 
system”.  The word in the dictionary means “an established form, a relationship or behavioral pattern of 
importance in the life of a community or a society.”  In other words, there is an established form of doing 
something.  And the word “institution” refers to that.  That is the first definition given of it in the 
dictionary.  Of course, it can mean “a place to house mentally ill people too”.  But that is about a fifth 
grade definition.   
 
The first definition is that of a relationship or behavioral pattern of importance in the life of a community 
or society.  In other words, it is an established form, an established way of doing things.  And that’s what 
volition is, and that’s what marriage is, and that’s what the family is, and that’s what nationalism is.  And 
those are the four divinely established, and the four basic institutions that God has established for the 
orderly functioning, for the survival, for the perpetuation, for the protection, for the blessing of mankind 
in order to have mankind established in the earth.  
 
Now, volition is the basis of all personal accountability and all personal freedom – your will and ability to 
personally choose in the privacy of your own heart, not to be coerced but for you to make a choice.  It is 
your freedom within yourself.  Someone said, “The only freedom you really have is the freedom to 
choose.”  And that is because once you make the choice, you are committed to the road that you are 
going to follow.  And then other things begin to come in. 
 
Well, in your own self you have the ability to make choices and to choose.  There are laws, affixed rules 
or affixed principles, which are established.  There are principles, fixed rules, whereby you can exercise 
your volition.  Individual personal privacy is one of them.  What happens if you get in a group therapy 
kind of a session or a mass group, where the mass will is being inflicted upon you, and they are calling 
you out and telling you to say this or that?  You are going to wind up saying what people want you to 
say.  That intimidates your will; it thwarts it.   
 
Privacy is the basic principle for the free exercise of your will, not to be intimidated and threatened but to 
be left alone to make up your own mind.   
 
Then there is marriage, which is the basic stabilizer for the human race, for mankind.  It is the basic 
stabilizer for society.  It is the basic building block.  It is the basic place where relationships are made, 
and it is the basic building block and commitment institution where vows and commitments are made.  It 
is the most basic building block.  If stability is had there and marriage functions the way God intended it 
according to the rules that God set down for marriage to function, then you have stability in the 
marriage.  The result is you have a stabilizing factor in society.   
 



And you see the authority issue in marriage – the husband is the head of the wife, the authority of the 
husband over the wife.  Authority begins to be recognized in social relationships.  Then there is the 
family.  In other words, you have a marriage and then you have the extended family, children and so on 
down the line – grandchildren and aunts and uncles and whatever.  But the family unit is the basis for the 
production of an orderly society.  You see the authority of the parents over the children, as long as the 
children are in the home.  And there is this ordering of society. 
 
And then you go from the family to the nation.  And nationalism is the basis, or the rules for the 
relationships of people within an entity called a nation.  Nationalism is designed basically for the 
protection of your rights, for the protection of your privacy, for the protection of your freedom.  You have 
a family and then when families start butting up against each other, you have civil government – human 
government, nationalism.  Internationalism is designed to destroy nationalism, which gives the basic 
framework for freedom under the other three institutions.  Therefore, internationalism is an evil.  
 
But the reason I bring all that up is this – you will see each one of these institutions pointed to here.  In 
Ephesians 5:15-18 you have the issue of volition.  You are walking.  Verse 17 says, “Wherefore be ye not 
unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.”  That is faith; that is down inside of you.  That is 
your own personal choosing of faith.  Verse 18 – “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be 
filled with the Spirit.”  That is an issue that revolves around your will.  It is your choosing to follow sound 
doctrine and to be energized by the doctrine of the word of God – the Spirit of God strengthening you in 
the inner man by the word of God.  That is volition – the renewed mind, the personal choosing that you 
do in your heart to walk in the Spirit and to be filled with the Spirit, and dominated and controlled by the 
Spirit of God. 
 
Marriage is in verse 22 – “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands”, and verse 25 – 
“Husbands, love your wives.”  Verse 33 – “Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife 
even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.”  Marriage is the issue in those 
verses.  The issue and the first thing that walking in the Spirit does inside of you – it produces an inner 
activity there, those 3 things we discussed, and they manifest themselves in your marriage relationship.  
So, there is the submission of the wife to the husband and the husband to the wife and the marriage is 
dealt with. 
 
Then, in Ephesians 6:1-3, you have the family.  The children are dealt with in verses 1 to 3.  Verse 4 
deals with fathers.  Now, you have the issue of the family, not just the marriage.   
 
So, you have volition, marriage, family, and then verse 5 deals with servants and verse 9 deals with 
masters.  There you move out into the extended social order.  The reference is to that wider social 
context.   
 
Now, regarding servants and masters, if there is a weak point in these four things being there, it would 
be that one.  It is not really clear like the others – the family, the marriage, and volition.  But, it is there 
and that is the issue – how to get along with people outside of our family, people that we do not 
necessarily have personal relationships with.  That is the issue – national and human government. 
 
Now, my point and my reason for pointing this out to you is to say this.  The basic way that the 
providence of God works today in the dispensation of grace is through these divine institutions, these 
basic systems.   
 
Now what is the providence of God?  Well, according to the dictionary the word “providence” means 
“prudent management or preparation in advance”.  Therefore, when you refer to providence in a 
theological sense or in relation to God, it means “the care, the guardianship, and the control exercised by 
God over his creation”.  And, providence is used to refer, not so much to God keeping the creation, the 
inanimate creation (keeping the atoms spinning and keeping the molecules together, and the trees 
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growing, and the water flowing).  That is part of it, and God in his providence has done that, but I am 
thinking specifically with regard to mankind.   
 
How does God’s providence, his over-ruling sovereignty, his behind the scenes protection, government, 
control, guardianship, care, or whatever, work today?  Well, it works in it’s most basic form, the basic 
way, and that is through the four institutions that we are talking about here.  In other words, it is God’s 
watchcare over his creation.  Creation is not robotics; men are not robots.  
 
You have two choices.  You have the model where God predetermines everything that is going to happen 
and he, therefore, pre-causes everything that is happening.  And God caused everything happened.  The 
basic problem with that thinking means that every time you sin, you are not responsible for it, rather God 
is responsible for it, which means God is responsible for sin.  And that will not get it!   
 
The problem in that kind of theology has always been making God out the sinner.  And of course, people 
that follow that kind of a predestinarian type view of God’s providence and God’s sovereignty would deny 
that.  And, I understand their denial.  They are not saying that God is the author of sin, but their system 
works out for it to be that way.  And they develop big, long ways of describing how that isn’t true. 
 
Mr. Stam tells me something time and again, and I suppose this is generally a very true thing.  He says, 
“Anything that takes so many words to explain has to be wrong, basically.”  In other words, if something 
is true, then it can be stated clearly and simply.   
Now, that does not mean that everybody states things clearly and simply when they are speaking the 
truth.  Just because somebody makes something complicated, does not mean it isn’t true.   
 
But, if you can’t explain it and say it simply, there has to be something wrong there.  Well, that is the 
problem with that kind of theology. 
 
The other kind of theology, on the other end, is to say that God wound up creation and got it ticking, and 
he doesn't work anymore.  He just set the law of gravity in motion, and now he doesn't have to worry 
about that.  He is just not around, and that is called “deism”.  He is off on a journey, and he will come 
back one day and see what happened to his creation.  That is not true either.   
 
God is active today.  God works today.  God does do things.  God is active through the institutions that 
he has set up.  He works the way he determined that he would work.  Romans 9:16 says, “So then it is 
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God.”  You do not set up the standards; God sets 
up the standards.  You do not tell God how he has to work and what you are going to do.  He tells you 
how he is going to work and what you have to do.   
 
Well, I talked to you before about the fact that in Genesis chapters 1 to 11, the basic issue is the laying 
out of these institutions.  I see those institutions here in Ephesians that Paul is demonstrating, but I am 
not sure that Paul had this in his consciousness.  I think he just had the basic understanding, and you 
see it because it is part of the word of God.  The basic way that the providence of God works today is 
through these divine institutions, these four basic systems that God has established.  
 
Now, the maximum amount of adherence to sound doctrine, by the maximum number of people in each 
of these institutions, guaranteed and furnished that institution’s protection and blessing.  An individual – 
the maximum amount of doctrine that an individual adheres to, as he puts more and more doctrine in his 
heart and he adheres to it, it will more and more guarantee and provide the protection and the blessing 
that volition gives to him.  It provides you personal protection, freedom, and so forth – your 
accountability.  It also provides the blessings of freedom and accountability.   
 
Accountability is a tremendous protection, because then you see the things that are wrong and sow 
destruction in your life, and you take them out.  You take out the things that bring destruction, and you 
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build in the things that build you up.  There is tremendous protection in accountability.  There is 
tremendous freedom there.  You are accountable by grace to look at it, and get it out – put it off and put 
on the right. 
 
Now look at marriage and the maximum amount of doctrine in each of the participants in the marriage 
institution.  If the husband and the wife are adhering to the maximum amount of doctrine, you are going 
to get the blessings of marriage.  And, you are going to have the fullness of marriage, and you are going 
to have the protection of marriage as we read about in Ephesians 5.  All the things we read about in 
chapter 5 with regard to marriage will be in existence in your marriage, if both people (the maximum 
number of people) in the institution are adhering to the maximum amount of sound doctrine.  
 
The same is true in the family.  If the husband, the wife, and all the children (all the people involved) 
adhere to sound doctrine, to the maximum degree of it (maturity levels and beyond), then there is going 
to be the protection and the fullness that is provided in the family.   
The same is true with the nation.  When the maximum number of people in the nation adhere to sound 
doctrine, then there is going to be the guarantee that that institution is going to function and provide the 
blessings, and the protection, that God intended to provide.  This happens as more and more people in a 
national entity, in a social structure, adhere to sound doctrine.  
 
What is the greatest thing you men can do as preachers and teachers of the word of God, whether you 
are a pastor or a layman, in order to promote stability in society?  How can you promote stability in 
society?  The greatest thing you can do to promote stability, morality, sanity, law and order, or whatever 
you want to call it, in society is to produce Spirit-filled believers.  Now, that is why I brought the issue up.  
If you want to provide the maximum amount of stability in society, you start off with a Spirit-filled 
individual, a Spirit-filled marriage, a Spirit-filled family.   
 
The way you provide stability in a nation is not by legislating morality.  I heard a guy this morning on the 
radio saying, “You can’t legislate morality.”  Well, yes you can.  That is what laws are all about.  We 
make certain social and moral judgments and we pass a law about them.  When people say you can’t 
legislate morality, they mean you can’t legislate morality if the people are not willing to be subject to it.  
In other words, if they want to rebel against it and there is something they want to do, you can’t, with a 
law, make them stop doing it.  
  
It did not work with Israel and it will not work with you, because you have an old sin nature that rebels 
against it.   
 
But, what Paul is doing in Ephesians is describing the impact that you and I have, as members of the 
body of Christ, as we go out and live lives that are filled with the Spirit of God.  And he is talking about 
lives that are under the control and the dominion of the Spirit, and that are saturated by the Spirit of 
Almighty God.   
 
Remember what it means to be filled with the Spirit.  It is not some cloud that comes down over you and 
some feeling that you work up.  It is simply having the word of Christ dwell in you and having your life 
motivated and energized by that renewed mind.  It is thinking like God thinks and having that motivate 
you, and energize you, by his Spirit.   
 
I wish I knew a thousand ways to say that to you.  I wish I knew one way to say it to you that would 
open it up into your mind so you understood it.  The reason I keep multiplying the ways of saying it (all 
of them trying to say the same thing) is that there is so much confusion today.  People run on their 
emotions.  Emotionalism is just “self” running rampant.  That is all the Charismatic Movement is today.  
But, that is all a lot of service in fundamental, non-charismatic circles is too.  And that has nothing to do 
with being filled with the Spirit.  If we feel good, it has to be the Spirit of God doing it.  No, that is 
baloney!  If you feel good that just might be the flesh doing it, satisfied with it’s own success.   
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Children and Parents 

6:1-4 parents and children- walk in harmony 

Ephesians 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.  

Why is a child to obey his parents?  Because it is right.  From day one, you had better teach your 
children:  “Do what I tell you, not because I'm bigger than you and can knock you down if you don't, but 
it is what?  Right.  You see, you want to build into his understanding.  I mean, you are going to make 
him do right, aren't you; because you are bigger than you him, aren't you?   
 
Hey don't ever forget you’re bigger than the kids; you can make him do, and you better make him do, if 
you have put fear and trembling in him to make him do it for that reason.  I mean, he is a kid, and when 
you are a child, what are you under?  Tutors and governors.  And that is why, when you begin that child, 
he is under a legalistic system.  I understand that as a parent—to control the child—because he can't do 

it himself.  But as he grows up, what do you do?  You teach him to do right.  Verse 4. 
 
Ephesians 6:1 – “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.”  The word “obey” means “to 
get under the authority of somebody”.  Children, get under the authority of your parents in order to 
please the Lord.  Turn to Colossians and notice the parallel passage that interprets it for you.  Colossians 
3:20 
 
Look at Ephesians 6:1 – “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.”  It is never right to do 
wrong to get a chance to do right.  The end never justifies the means.  Turn to Matthew 10 to look at a 
passage that bares that out.  You do not have any problem with understanding that passage.  Ephesians 
6:1 is clear.  Matthew 10:37-39 
 
Ephesians 6:1 – Children get under the authority of your parents “for this is right”.   
 
Proverbs 20:11 is a verse of scripture that I had my children memorize, and it is one that you should 
memorize and know.  “Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and whether it be 
right.”  That is why you are supposed to obey your parents – because you have a testimony, and it 
demonstrates what is inside of you.   
 
Now, you are to be under the authority of your parents in order to please the Lord.  And that is the will of 
God for you.  Young people sometimes come to me and they say, “I want to do the will of God.”  And I 
say, “Okay, number one, the will of God is for you to be obedient to your parents, under the authority of 
your parents.  You are to be the best children any parent could ever have, and do it for the Lord.  Wash 
the dishes and don’t grumble.”  You see, obedience is tremendously important because children come 
into the world disobedient.  Why is that?  Well, they come into the world with an old sin nature, don’t 
they?  Therefore, they are disobedient.  
 
Come with me to Luke 2.  Children have to learn to obey and they learn to obey by being taught.  You 
have to teach them.  There are four areas in which children have to be taught to obey.  Luke 2:52 is an 
extremely helpful passage with regard to children.  Now, I am not real brilliant when it comes to children. 
I have three, and I am in the process of trying to raise them and teach them to do these things.  But, I 
am aware of some of the things that scripture says about this.   
 
Luke 2:52 is talking about Jesus when he was a child – “And Jesus increased in (4 areas) wisdom and 
stature, and in favour with God and man.”  Those are four areas that children need to grow and increase 
in, because they have a lack in these areas.  Now, Christ did not have the same kind of lack that your 
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kids do because he did not have your kid’s daddy.  When you preach and minister, you need to 
understand that children need to be taught to obey their parents and to honor their father and mother.  
They need to have the proper mental attitude toward their parents.  Because, if they are going to respect 
authority anywhere down the line, it has to begin right there. 
 
There are four areas.  First, wisdom – kids lack discernment.  They have a mental deficiency.  They lack 
discernment, instruction, and knowledge.  So, you have to teach them.  You can’t expect a child who has 
not been taught to know what to do.  For example, we have kids come to church that are not raised in 
church settings, and they walk around the building.  They do not sit down, and they get up and go out.  
If my kids reach over to me in a service and say, “Daddy I have to go to the bathroom.”  I say, “Well you 
better thank God he gave you some muscles to hold it then”.   
 
People say to me, “You’re terrible”!  No, that is not terrible, that is discipline.  They need to learn and 
know some things.  You have to teach them to read and write, and you understand those things.  There 
are a lot of things that you have to teach children mentally – discernment, understanding, and 
knowledge.  Luke 2:52 
 
Ephesians 6:1 – “Children, obey you parents in the Lord: for this is right.”  Get them under the authority 
of the parent in order to please the Lord and in order to learn to obey, in order to learn to do the things 
they ought to do. 

 

Ephesians 6:2 Honour thy father and mother; which is the first 
commandment with promise;  

Verse 2 – “HONOUR THY FATHER AND MOTHER.”  That is the attitude, the proper attitude, children 
should have towards their parents.  It is an attitude of love and respect.  They should have an attitude of 
confidence in them, not the attitude of bitterness, and not fearful, and reluctant, and selfish, and 
unwilling, and griping, and nasty and all.  They should have an attitude of love and respect and 
confidence – giving honour to their parents.  Parents are to teach their children to respect authority, and 
honour authority – to honour their authority. 
 
Continuing in verse 2 – “which is the first commandment with promise.”  Honour thy father and mother 
which is one of the Ten Commandments.  That was the first commandment that had a promise attached 
to it.  The other commandments threatened death, but this one had the promise of life. 

 

Ephesians 6:3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long 
on the earth.  

Ephesians 6:2-3 – “HONOUR THY FATHER AND MOTHER; which is the first commandment with promise; 
THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH THEE, AND THOU MAYEST LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH.”  That is the book 
of Exodus 20:12. 
 
Verse 3 – “THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH THEE, AND THOU MAYEST LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH.”  In 
other words, if you fulfil the promise, you are going to get the promise in verse 3 – “THAT IT MAY BE 
WELL WITH THEE”.  That means that you will have a full, rich life.  “AND THOU MAYEST LIVE LONG ON 
THE EARTH”.  Back in Deuteronomy it says that thou mayest live long in the land which the LORD thy 
God promised thee.  Paul does not quote it that way, because that is not what he is getting at here.  He 
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is not talking about living in the land of Palestine and fulfillment to the Mosaic Covenant.  But, he is 
talking about children learning to respect their parents, and to be obedient, and submissive to authority 
(the submissiveness of children, submitting ourselves one to another). 
 
The wives are subject to their husbands, the husbands are subject to their wives, and the children are 
subject to their parents.  And as you learn to do that, you are instilling it into your child.  And young 
children are learning to do things and to live in such a way that they are going to have a full rich life, and 
they are going to live long on the earth. 
 
The idea is not that if you honour your parents and you obey your parents, you can walk out in the street 
and play in the traffic, and a truck will not run over you.  That is not the idea.  The idea is not that you 
might eat the wrong thing, and you will not develop cancer.  That is not the idea at all.  The idea isn’t 
that you can get pneumonia, but you can’t die.  It isn’t that kind of thing.  It means that you are gong to 
have a happy established life no matter what comes along your way, that you may live long, that you are 
going to have a full life, a life of contentment no matter what happens.  
 
Let me give you a comparison passage.  Turn to 1 Timothy 4.  The issue of “establishment” is what Paul 
is getting at, and that is the reason I brought up those four institutions.  As the family unit functions, 
there is an establishment that is produced.  And folks, he is not promising that if the children obey their 
parents, and honor their parents, that they won’t accidentally die.  He is not promising that they are 
going to have a lot of money, or that they won’t ever get hungry, or that they will always have nice fancy 
clothes, and that a bomb can’t blow them up.  That is not what he is talking about.  He is talking about 
the quality of the life that you live.  1 Timothy 4:8 
 
He says, later, in Timothy that God has given us all things richly to enjoy.  God Almighty has provided 
tremendous blessings for you and me in the world, all things richly to enjoy.  And, if we live under the 
authority and with respect to the institutions God has established, and we walk in the principles God has 
laid down for us, the Lord is great.  And it is great now!  And it is great in eternity future.  Let me just 
give you some illustrations of what I am talking about.  Proverbs 3:1-2 

 

Ephesians 6:4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  

“Provoke not your children to wrath.”  What works wrath?  The law.  Don't keep that kid under the law, 
he says.  Do you understand?  Where do you have to put him?  You have to make him a man.  You have 
to teach him to operate on the proper standards of evaluating things.  So what do you do?  You begin to 
instill those standards in him.  Do right, do right, do right.  How do you do it?  You “bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.”  Everybody talks about nurture and admonition.   
 
I like those words, “bring them up.”  You bring them up.  You take them through the stages of growth 
for the development of their conscience.  You don't deal with them the same at every point.  You take 
them through each stage of their growth; and as they grow, you develop their conscience by the use of 
nurture and admonition.  So when they become an adult, they can use that conscience that you have 
built in them to make their own judgments.   
 

Listen, you know that some kids never grow up.  They grow up physically, but they never become an 
adult, because they can never act as an adult.  They always act on the basis of someone or something 
else telling them what to do; and they are never able to come to the place where they can act on their 
own.  I don't mean independently of other people.  A two year old kid can act on his own that way.  We 
had one around there at church the other night—about 10 years old—acting up:  kicking and screaming 
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and hollering.  Somebody has done that child wrong by never giving her a way to properly evaluate and 
know what the right thing to do is. 
 
Nurture:  that is just nourishment.  You feed the kid.  It is that inner development of the conscience.  It 
is that building the standards by sound doctrine, putting it in them, teaching them what is right.  And 
then what?  Admonition:  that is that personal application of the standards to the details of life—to train 
the person in the proper operation of things.  Train them that when you touch the stove, it burns; and 
you don't do that by holding their hand up there and scalding them.  You do it by giving them the 
instruction, and then giving them a reason not to do the thing, and a reason to do it.   
 
I'm not trying to teach a child-rearing class.  I am trying to make an application of the way that you 
understand that you raise children, to the way it is with you.  You develop that system of norms and 
standards, and do you know what the greatest things in your life will be when your kids begin to be 
grown up?  Twelve, thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen years old and they begin to be able to 
make decisions—not because Daddy told me, but because I see it is right and I see it is wrong.  That is 
what God expects out of you. 
 
In the assembly, what do we do?  We get believers at all different stages, and we owe an obligation to 
one another to do what?  To help each other grow.  That is what he is going to go on with in chapter 12, 
and he is going to talk about our being in one body.  That body relationship is the perfect relationship to 
allow us to exercise our sonship because we are in a lasting permanent relationship where we need each 
other completely and totally.  We are dependent upon one another, we are responsible to one another, 
we have to look out for one another, we have to contribute to one another's health, and we can do it on 
the basis of our sonship—fully, properly functioning in the position and capacity that God gave me to 
function in.  Now that is great.   
 

Ephesians 6:4 – “And ye fathers.”  Now, we have seen the submission of children.  They are to be under 
the authority of their parents.  The attitude that they are to be under that authority with is one of honor, 
not one of rebellion and bitterness and haughtiness.  They are to honor their father and their mother.  
They are to respect the authority that they are under.  They are to learn to function under the authority.  
The order is God Almighty, the husband, the wife, and the children.  And, they are not to be embittered, 
but they are to be grateful and happy and confident in their parents – in the authority that is placed over 
them.  And they are to learn to respect authority from their parents.  And they are to put themselves 
under that authority because that is going to produce profit for them in the days ahead, in their 
relationships with other people.   
 
Now, that being true, there is a counter-balancing, a corresponding responsibility placed on the parents 
to be properly instructing their children and to be the proper authorities over their children.  And that is 
what verse 4 is about.   
 
And again, it is the father’s responsibility to see that this authority is dealt with in the proper way.  He is 
the head of the home.  It is therefore his responsibility and his job to see that the home (the family) 
functions properly.  He is to see that the children are in subjection, and that they are being dealt with in 
the proper way. 
 
Ephesians 6:4 – “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.”  The word “provoke” means “to irritate, to make them mad or angry”.  Do 
not make your kids mad and angry.  Do not irritate them to wrath.  
Now, you need to remember that there are two types of anger.  We talked about this in Ephesians 4.  Or, 
maybe I should say there are two different ways of expressing anger.  “Provoke not your children to 
wrath.”  You can be angry and sin not.  He is saying do not make your children angry to the point that 
they are full of wrath.  In other words, do not make them angry to the point of sinful anger, anger that 
just blows up all over everybody else, or anger that holds itself in. 
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There are 2 types of anger: 
 
Internalized. (You clam up). 
Externalized/Ventilated. (You blow up.)  
 
Just remember, blow it up and clam it up – explosion and implosion.  If you blow up, you are always hot 
tempered and blowing off at the mouth.  It is strife, and variance, and those kinds of things.  If you clam 
up, you hold it inside – that bitterness, and brooding, and spitefulness, and that kind of thing comes.   
 
Sometimes just because people do not blow their stack, you think they are not wrathful, angry people.  
But, they might be that way.  They might be just holding it inside.  You need to go back to Ephesians 4 
and see how to deal with those things.  But, the thing is, the father is not to provoke his children to 
wrath.  You fathers have a responsibility to see that your children are not provoked or irritated to wrath.  
Now, how in the world do you do that?  Well, I think if you understand how it is accomplished, or what it 
is, maybe you can understand.  Turn to Romans 4:15. 
 
In Ephesians 6:4, he is talking about fathers not irritating their kids by putting them under the law 
principle.  “But, bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”  Put them under grace.  Don’t 
deal with your kids under the principle of the law.  Deal with your family under the principle of grace. 
 
Listen to me, gentlemen, there is not one of you men in this class, (watching the video or sitting here 
tonight in Chicago), that do not need this word.  Successful parenting is a basic requirement and a 
fundamental mark of being filled with the Spirit.  Do I need to say that again?  Successful parenting is a 
basic fundamental mark of being filled with the Spirit, and it is a basic requirement in the work of the 
ministry.  1 Timothy 3:4-5 
 
Remember something.  Children visualize God by watching their parents.  The issue here is the 
relationship that you have with your children.  In the relationship that that child has with his parents, he 
visualizes God.  People, that is how God is manifested today, is it not?  He is manifested through us.  
That is how he is made visible.  And for a child who can’t visualize the concept of God in his mind yet, 
God is made tangible and real to him in his parents. 
 
I remember one time, my little guy, was about 5 years old.  He was sitting at the breakfast table all by 
himself.  His mom was washing the breakfast dishes, and I went to work, and the other boys went to 
school.  And he was sitting there eating, and he prayed over his breakfast.  He said, “Dear God, where 
are you”?  And then he answered himself in a big voice.  He said, “I’m up here.”  Well, that is what a kid 
does.  He does not understand.  He is not able to grasp and understand all the ideas of God being the 
protector, and the provider, and the creator, and the Saviour, and the lover.  But all those concepts are 
made real to him, as he looks at mama and dad.  Then you come along and begin to tell him about the 
love of God and the grace of God, and they are just natural understandable things if you live grace in 
front of him.   
 
But if you live under the law, you set out an expected performance system indicating that this 
performance is expected and demanded.  If you do not perform, I’ll reject you and I’ll punish you and I’ll 
hold it against you, and I’ll get you for it!  And if you perform, I’ll brag on you and accept you.  And if you 
do that, you are teaching him that God is that way. 
 
But, live by grace and teach your child that way.  You are my son and you are my daughter, and I love 
you, and I accept you, and I will always stand by you.  I will not excuse your sin; but I want you to know 
that I am the one that loves you, and I will face it with you, and I’ll deal with it with you, and I’ll always 
accept you.  You will always be mine and I am always here.  That is grace!  And you will teach them 
about God’s grace.  That is what the last half of Ephesians 6:4 is about.   
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Turn to Ephesians 6:4.  In this passage we are looking at the issue of parenting, and especially the 
instructions to be submissive fathers.  Our mark of being filled with the Spirit is submissiveness.   
Paul goes through the social order that should characterize the members of the body of Christ and the 
local assembly.  And in the local assembly, wives are to be submissive to their husbands, and husbands 
are to be submissive to their wives.  The family is to function in the God-ordained fashion.  That is the 
point.  And that basic building block of society is to have God’s life manifest in it, and it is marriage that is 
to do that. 
 
Because of that, the family (Ephesians 6:1-4) will have God manifest in it.  And, children are especially 
important in the family unit because that is what makes a family.  You have the marriage and the married 
life, and then children bring in the family life.  
 
In Ephesians 6:1-3 he talks to children about placing themselves under the authority of the parent.  Then 
he talks to the father, the head of the family.  And he talks to the father about the kind of family he is to 
produce – the kind of activity.  He talks about the way the father is to relate to his family.  The children 
are submissive to their parents, and the father is the head of the home and is submissive to his family’s 
needs.  He focuses on providing the needs for his family.   
 
Ephesians 6:4 – “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.”  I have noticed that that verse is very seldom clearly understood.  
 
In the last lesson, we talked about “provoking your children to wrath” having to do with the fact that the 
father is not to run the family on the basis of the law principle, but on the basis of grace.  Successful 
parenting is a basic requirement in the dispensation of grace.  It is the basic place where God is made 
manifest, and tangible, and real to the world.  It is in the family.   
 
If you can’t make God’s life, and his attitudes, and the grace of God manifest and understandable, and 
transmit it to your family, what makes you think you will be able to do it with people that you don’t know.  
If there is not genuineness there, the outward ministry that you have is going to be a facade.  It isn’t 
going to be real, and there isn’t going to be any real depth to it.   
 
Now, children visualize the Lord (God) through the relationships they have with their parents.  In the last 
lesson, we ended discussing that issue.  Turn to Exodus 21.  In Time Past, the parents were to reflect the 
law of God in Israel, the way God dealt with the Nation Israel.  In Exodus 21:15 
 
Well, now under the dispensation of grace, a parent is to reflect the grace of God.  That is what 
Ephesians 6:4 is about – “bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”  You are to bring 
them up with the nurture (the nursing, the nourishment) and the admonition (the warning) of the Lord.  
You need to understand how God nurtures and admonishes, teaches and warns people today and deal 
with your family that way.  Do not provoke them to wrath.  Do not deal with them under the law 
principle, but deal with them under grace having your life the reflect the attitude and the thinking of God. 
 
If you understand how grace operates and you practice it in your home, then when you get out into the 
wider context of life, you are not going to have that much difficulty understanding how to apply the 
doctrines of the grace of God to the details of your life.  When you find yourself out in the world and not 
knowing how to respond in grace, you look back at your home and you’ll find that your home is not 
operating under grace.   
 
When you deal with people, and you preach to people, and you counsel people and they are having 
interpersonal relationship problems with other people, I guarantee you if you go back to the home, you 
will find that their family unit is not operating under grace.  It is operating under the law.  Paul is saying 
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that you will learn to operate under the grace principle in your family.  And it is the father’s responsibility 
to teach that to his children.   
 
Now, understand, in order to parent under grace, it takes a tremendous amount of submissiveness to 
your family.  The way you react as a parent to unpleasant circumstances and to unmet expectations is 
very important.  Is it with legalism, or is it with grace?  Are you under the law with a performance system 
saying the following things?  Here is the blessing; here is my approbation; here is my approval; here is 
the reward out here.  If you want it, then you perform up to my expectations.   
 
Most of the time we shift our expectations.  We do not even have solid expectations.  But, the children 
know they have to meet mom and dad’s expectations.  And if you fail to meet them, then I am going to 
curse you, and I am going to judge you, and I am going to smite you.   
 
Remember now, the law is a performance system using fear, a punishment, as a motivation.  And the 
emotional reaction to that punishment is one of fear and rejection and shame and hostility.  It is 
psychological guilt.   
 
You see if you can’t identify some of these as you hear them.  Fear.  If I do that, they are going to whack 
me.  Rejection.  Nobody loves me, nobody cares about me, and nobody accepts me.  I can’t talk to mom 
and dad.  There is a wall, a barrier between us.  Do you know where that barrier of communication 
between parent and child comes from?  It comes from legalism.  Grace always accepts the person no 
matter what they do.  The law rejects – shame.  I’m no good; I’m worthless; I’ll kill myself.  That 
tremendous psychological feeling of self as totally worthless and useless produces suicide.   
 
Hostility.  Well, I don’t know who in the world he thinks he is!  He isn’t any better than I am!  He does 
the same thing!  If you talk to kids on drugs, what do they tell you?  Mom and dad are on booze, so who 
is doing the worse thing?  Probably mom and dad if you want to know the matter of it.  What is worse – 
going out and getting drunk and driving a car home at night on a highway, or sitting in your bedroom 
smoking marijuana?  If you smoke a little marijuana and you are doing it in a quiet surrounding, is that 
worse?  No, the mom and dad drinking and driving are the worst ones.  So, the kid sees that and gets an 
attitude.  And that is because they are being dealt with under that old nature basis – legalism. 
 
Grace is the opposite.  Grace does not excuse sin.  Grace makes you accountable for sin.  But, grace is 
total acceptance.  It always accepts you.  You are my child and I love you.  God gave you to me, and you 
are mine, and I want you to know that you are always accepted with me.  I will stand by you in whatever 
circumstances.  And if you have a problem, you can always come to me.  You always have a place to go 
where you’ll be accepted and loved.  I will not excuse your sin, but I will help you to deal with it.   
 
And that will produce godly fear – godly fear of sinning, a desire not to sin.  It will produce godly sorrow 
when they do sin.  They do not want to do the wrong thing any longer.  And it will produce a godly 
confidence that they can progress out of it and have victory and be accepted.  Legalism vs grace.  It is a 
matter of applying those things to your family.  Turn to 2 Corinthians 13:7.  Here is a verse of scripture 
that has been a parenting principle for me.   
 
I have been married 17 years and my oldest boy is 16.  My second son is 13, and my third one is 9.  This 
has been a principle whereby I have sought, as a parent, to operate with my children with regard to their 
conduct that does not meet my expectations.   
 
There is nothing wrong with having expectations and standards and mandates and prohibitions.  There is 
nothing wrong with that – having the “thou shalts” and “thou shalt nots”.  You have them in your life as 
an adult.  I have them in my life as an adult.  And, your children have to learn that life is that way.  You 
have to be submissive to authority, and there is authority.  No matter who you are, there is always 
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authority over you.  And you learn to operate like that in the family.  God is going to be made tangible to 
your children in a real manner depending on how you, as a parent, react to your children.  
   
Under the law – punishment is used in order to obtain instant obedience.  And, the law is supposed to do 
that – instant obedience, do what I tell you right now with no concern for the emotional state of the 
offender.  It is just forced obedience.  That is legalism – the law. 
 
Grace on the other hand takes discipline.  And discipline requires patience and longsuffering.  It requires 
love and concern, not just that the wrong be righted but that the conduct in the future is right.  And that 
is the reason the law does not stop sin and does not teach you to please God.  Remember we studied 
that at such great length, and we are just applying those principles now.   
 
Now they are living in your family.  Now they are living in your assembly.  Now they are living before the 
world and before others, in you.  (We are way over at the end of Ephesians now.  We are not back in the 
beginning of Romans.)   
 
Grace allows a person the freedom to serve God, and they also have the freedom to fail.  And you 
recognize that this is not going to be an instant kind of a thing.  It is a slow process whereby you take 
the principles, and the truths, and the mandates of God, and the prohibitions of the scripture, and you 
internalize them in a person.  And you see that person grow up.  And you bring up the child in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.  The goal is to bring them up to adulthood, help them to grow to 
adulthood.  2 Corinthians 13:7 
 
 
You have a big occasion going on at your house, and a kid comes in at lunch or at dinner.  He is sitting 
there at the table and it’s an emotional occasion.  Your wife and you have company and everything.  And 
the kid reaches up and his hand, inexperienced as it is, turns over the iced tea.  (There is not one of you 
that have kids that haven’t had milk spilled on the table.)  Now what?  Now my party has gone to potter.  
Now my kitchen table is messed up, and I am in a hurry, and I do not have time to clean it up.   
 
And what do you do?  You blow up, and you begin to berate.  You didn’t meet my expectations of you.  
You are clumsy, and you will never learn anything.  What in the world is the matter with you?  Why did 
you do some fool thing like that?  You can’t ever get anything right!  We can’t trust you just to walk 
across the street anymore.  And on, and on, and on it goes.   
 
Do you know what the problem is?  The problem is not the kid; the problem is you!  You are dealing with 
the situation under the law, demanding instant obedience.  And if my expectations aren’t met, I strike out 
in wrath!  That is legalism.   
 
Grace is going to look at the situation, and understand that this child is a sinner.  Understand that even in 
the worse case scenario, his problem is that he is kin to me.  His problem is that he is a sinner.  And I 
need to help him confront his problem – spilling the milk, or whatever.  You need to confront the problem 
in such a way that they understand that because they failed, they are not worthless.   
 
We are all failures.  We all mess up.  And they are free from that failure to serve God, and to do the right 
thing.  And, in this case if it’s being obedient to their parents, that is serving the Lord, being under the 
authority of their parents in order to please the Lord.  And you deal with it.   
 
When they spill milk, you say, “Oh no, look at the mess that was made.  John (or whoever) get a rag and 
let’s get it cleaned up.”  And you go about entering into it.  You were careless.  How did that come 
about?  What should you have done?  Go through it. 
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One of the questions that we ask too often is the question Why?  Why did you do this?  Well, that speaks 
to motivation, and it isn’t always the wrong question to ask.  But it is a question that we often ask too 
much.  We generally know why.  Identify the reason as sin.  You don’t have to ask that.  You can tell 
that, and you can tell a child that because they don’t always know.   
 
Someone was telling me about a little girl the other day.  And this little girl’s daddy always told her, “You 
are never to blame for something”.  Well, she was at her grandmother’s house and she left the door 
open, and the cat got in and ate up their bird.  And, she said, “But, grandma my daddy said I am never 
to blame”.  And she blamed it on the cabbage patch doll.   
 
Well, that is somebody that is setting his or her child up.  That is somebody that does not love his or her 
kid.  They do not love them because they are not preparing them to deal with what is right, and what is 
real, in the world. 
 
I will use an illustration for you so you kind of get an idea of what to do, and what I am talking about 
here, and what Paul is talking about with regard to dealing with them under grace and not under the law.   
A couple of years ago I was standing in the back of the auditorium up at the conference ground at City 
Lake during the Berean Bible Fellowship Conference.  And I was in the back of the auditorium about a 
half an hour after the service, and I was talking with some people.   
 
And a kid came running in screaming out all over the auditorium, “Brother Jordan!  Brother Jordan!  The 
police have Jody!  The police have Jody!”  He was screaming it out.  Well, my first reaction was Oh no 
what is the matter?  And of course the kid was managing to holler it so that everybody in the world could 
hear it.  And all the people had to hear was that the police had Jody and everybody’s ears are listening.   
So, I said, “Well, where are they?”  He told me, and I went down there and it turned out to be nothing.  
They had gone off the grounds and were shooting some firecrackers in a yard that a lady had given them 
permission to do so.  But, one of the other neighbors called the cops, and they went out there.  They 
didn’t understand the circumstances and the police were very kind, and they weren’t going to do 
anything to them.  There wasn’t any laws broken or anything of that nature.  But, it was just an 
embarrassing circumstance for the boys. 
 
And I walked up to the police car and asked him, “Turn on your light and let me see if one of them is 
mine.”  He turned on the light and there sat Jody and another kid on the back seat of the police car.  So, 
I went around and I got in the car with him.  It turned out that some of the firecrackers they bought in 
City Lake were illegal.  They wanted the boy that bought them to go and identify the man that he bought 
them from, and they were going to arrest him.   
 
But, that wasn’t being transferred to the kids.  They weren’t saying anything to the kids.  As far as the 
kids were concerned, they thought they were going to jail.  They were in trouble.  And as far as I knew 
at that moment, that is what was happening.   
 
Anyway, we drove back up to the conference grounds and went in the office.  Then we talked the thing 
through, and we found out what was going on, and then took the kids out.  Now, when I got out with 
Jody and we were walking home, we reviewed the situation.  We talked about it.  And he explained to 
me what happened and I questioned him How could you have avoided this?  What should you have 
done?  And we worked it through.   
 
When it was over with, I said, “I want you to remember one thing.  I want you always to remember who 
rode with you up to the conference grounds in that police car.”  There was a crowd of 50 people standing 
around.  And up drives Brother Jordan and his son, and the police.  And when they get through, the 
police put one of the kids in the car and took him off.  Well, where did they take him?  They took him to 
jail, right?  No, they took him to identify the guy that sold him the firecrackers.  But, the perception is 
“jail”.   



 
I want you to do right son, not so I appear right.  I am willing to get in there with you and stand right by 
you, and I’m not going to cover your sin up.  I’m not going to cover your mistake up.  I’m not going to 
excuse it, but I’ll help you work it through and deal with it.  I love you, and I accept you, and I’ll always 
stand by you and bring the thing to the right conclusion.  Now, that is a poor illustration, maybe, but that 
is what I am talking about.   
 
Take a small thing – take an incident where we were going out to lunch just the other day.  And, my 9-
year-old did not want to go with us.  The other two boys had other places to go, so they went.  And, it 
was going to be my wife, myself, another couple, and David.  He was going to be a fifth wheel, and he 
did not want to go.   
 
He had some friends that he wanted to play with, and we were off at a place where he could have done 
that.  But, it wasn’t convenient to do it that way.  And, the situation was that he needed to go with us.   
Well, he began to pitch a fit!  He got all sulked up I’m not getting my way!  I’m not getting what I want!  
I don’t want to go!   
 
So, because of his emotional state, I took him firmly by the arm, and let him know that there was 
somebody bigger than he was in charge.  We were in a group of adults, and I just took him by the arm 
and walked him over to the side.  I took him into private, not to embarrass him in front of the others.  
But, I took him aside and said, “Do you understand where we are going?”  He said, “Yes.”  I said, “And, I 
understand that you do not want to go.  But let me tell you something.  We do things for you day in and 
day out.  There are a lot of things you get to do for you right?  He said, “Right”. 
   
Then I said, “I don’t care if you want to go or not.  It is what has to be done in this case.  There are a lot 
of things in life that you will have to do.  There are a lot of things in life that I have to do everyday that I 
don’t want to do, and I would just as soon not do.  But I have to do them, because they have to be 
done.  And, therefore I do them.  You have to go on that basis.  And by the way, if you don’t decide to 
willingly go, and choose to go, you and I will have to deal with that rebellion.  But, I want you to 
understand that you don’t have to want to go, you just have to go.  And you have to go in a considerate 
manner of other people.  You have to go so you are being considerate, not pitching a fit, not making a 
scene, you have to control yourself right now.  And you are doing this for somebody else.  You are going 
for your mother and for me.  This is an adult occasion.” 
 
Well, he got in the car.  We confronted it, and I explained it to him, talked to him.  I told him That 
behavior isn’t acceptable.  We got over to the people’s apartment, and we were sitting there talking and 
dealing with things and so forth.  And, he comes over and sits down on the couch by me.  And I patted 
him on the knee and said, “It’s all right guy, you can enjoy yourself here.  It isn’t all that bad.  We love 
you and it’s okay.  You are not being mistreated.” 
 
And in a few minutes, he realized that.  And in a few minutes some things developed, and he found out 
that these people had anticipated his coming and were very solicitous of him.  And he went out and had 
a good time.   
 
But, the point is I could have took him and whacked him in the back of the head and threw him in the 
back of the station wagon and said, “Just shut up, you are going.”  But, you have to be willing at times to 
embarrass yourself and say, “Excuse me just minute; I need to talk with my boy a minute”.  And then 
take him aside and deal with it under grace.  Teach the child to face and to deal with his problems, to the 
details of life.  Don’t provoke him to wrath.  But, bring him up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
 
That verb “bringing them up” is the goal of successful parenting.  It means to bring the child to 
adulthood.  Bring them through the stages of their development, (physically and emotionally and 



mentally), to the place where they develop the right kind of a conscience.  Bring them through the stages 
of developing that conscience.  Bring them to adulthood.   
 
You remember what a conscience is.  Your conscience is your system of norms and standards.  It is a 
function of your soul.  It is the system of norms and standards that determines whether or not your 
current conduct is meeting the expected conduct, (the expected performance).  Am I currently meeting 
it? Or, am I currently falling short?  Am I living up to what is expected of me (the mandates) or, am I 
falling short?  Am I living up to the prohibitions, or am I falling short? 
 
It is a mental process whereby proper evaluations are made – your conscience.  And you have to take 
that child as a parent and instill in his conscience the ability to make those proper decisions and 
determinations.  Turn to Galatians 4.  Bringing them up implies a transition from childhood to adulthood.  
It implies a transition to self-discipline.  For example, Galatians 4:1-2: 
 
Ephesians 6:4 – “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.”  A father is not to provoke his children to wrath.  And the issue there has to 
do with bringing the child up, bringing them to adulthood in a proper manner – not under the law 
principle, because the law works wrath. 
 
The truth is that children visualize the Lord, and that is what he is doing here.  He if talking about Spirit-
filled family living.  And, he starts out talking about the family.  First he talks about the marriage (the 
husband and the wife), and then he focuses on the children (the broader unit – the family).  And now he 
is talking about the father’s responsibility as the head of the family.  Turn to Ecclesiastes 9:9.   
 
In Ephesians 6, Paul is talking about common sense instructions about the Spirit-filled home and family.  
And the truth is that children visualize the Lord through their relationships with their parents.  
Consequently, successful parenting, is a tremendously, critically important issue.  If you are a parent, you 
understand how terribly important it is to parent properly.  And, if you are going to do that, you have to 
follow the instructions in Ephesians 6:4.  You also must have the proper marriage relationship – husband 
and wife in chapter 5.  And then in 6:4, the issue is parenting under grace, not under the law. 
 
Now, there are two very common extremes in raising children, and they match the two kinds of wrath.  
Do you remember the two types of wrath and anger that people have?  One is they blow up, and the 
other is they clam up.  I mentioned that to you when we went through chapter 4.  Well, there are two 
extremes that people have in raising children that match those.   
 
One extreme is permissive – just let them run wild, just let them go.  You do not try to discipline them, 
and you do not try to deal with their sin.  You let them have their own way all the time.  You let them 
pitch a fit, if they want to pitch a fit.  You let them whine and scream and cry and do whatever.  You just 
let them be miserable, and let them have their own way all the time.  And in doing that, you never bring 
that child to the place of personal accountability for his actions. 
 
I talked to a couple just a few weeks ago.  They were telling me about their granddaughter.  And their 
granddaughter was visiting them, and she made a mess in the kitchen.   
 
And grandma said, “Now you clean it up, because you made the mess.”   
 
And the granddaughter said, “Oh no, I didn’t make the mess.”  
 
And the grandma said, “You did, I saw you.” 
 
And the girl said, “No, my daddy said I never do anything wrong.  It was cabbage patch doll.” 
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Every time something happens, this little girl’s daddy says, “Oh, we know darling didn’t do it, the cabbage 
patch doll did it.” 
 
And here is a little girl going around saying, “I never do anything wrong!” 
 
Now, daddy is just too sorry to admit that he is a sinner and his kid is a sinner.  That is the problem.  
Instead of teaching the child and being able to live under grace and confront the sin and deal with the sin 
properly, the dad avoids it.  He uses all the sinful reactions of avoidance.  So, there you have 
permissiveness.  And that teaches a kid never to deal with his sin, never to get to the place where he 
understands what is going on.  You just leave him alone.   
 
But, when you get a kid like that and you raise him like that, you end up  with a selfish bum, a leach.  He 
will be totally self-centered, and he will never accomplish anything.  He is never accountable for himself.  
You just let him go.  You never stop him, and you never restrain him, and you never deal with him. 
 
Then there is the other extreme – the autocratic extreme, the “law” man.  You do this!  You do that!  
They use legalism, and they use a performance system.  If you want my love, and you want my 
approbation, and you want my approval, then you perform the way I say to perform.  And if you don’t, 
then I will bring swift and sure punishment on you to get quick fixes.  I will cut you out of my 
inheritance, or I’ll slap you upside the back of you head. 
 
You use punishment and that performance standard as a means to get quick compliance and forced 
obedience.  They do not obey because they want to, but they obey because they are forced into it.  And 
with that, you get a rebel.  You get somebody that rebels against the standard when the authority figure 
is not there.   
 
Now, those two extremes are very common.  You usually see those two types of extremes involved in 
parenting.  And neither one of those extremes will bring the child up in the nurture and the admonition of 
the Lord.  And that is the goal – to bring them up.  That child does not start out as an adult.  You want to 
bring them through a transition period from being under tutors and governors to where they come to the 
place where they have internalized a system of discipline.  They have internalized a conscience (a system 
of norms and standards) that identifies correct behavior and improper behavior.  And, that conscience is 
fortified with sound doctrine to the point that it can identify properly, and evaluate properly, their 
behavior and their deportment.  And, on the basis of that conscience that they have, they then are able 
to evaluate behavior and do the right thing.  So it is transition to self-discipline based on a proper 
execution of grace living – living under grace. 
 
Now, that is not automatic.  I do not know if you noticed in your Christian life, but just because you got 
saved, that did not mean that you automatically live for the Lord.  I am sorry to disappoint you.  It does 
not automatically happen.  You just do not automatically bare that fruit.  The thing you automatically 
have is a conflict within between the old and the new.  But, you don’t automatically bare fruit.  You have 
to be instructed.  And, when you are instructed, you then have to be responsive to grace.   
 
You need to understand something.  Whether it is in your salvation or it is in your Christian growth, grace 
must be “responded to” in order to be beneficial in its effect on you.  You have to respond to grace in 
order to get saved.  And as a believer, you have to respond to the grace that God has given you in Christ 
in order for it to be an experienced reality in your life. 
 
Now, turn back to Ephesians 6:4 and notice the last part of this verse – “And, ye fathers, provoke not 
your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”  The goal is to 
bring them to adulthood, through the stages of that development of a conscience, to the place where 
they are adults.  You are to bring them to the place of self-discipline.  And the way you do it is you bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
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Now, notice something.  We have not talked about nurture and admonition.  Nurture is positive.  
Admonition is negative.  Turn to Colossians 1 and notice the same kind of a passage with just a little 
different context.  Colossians 1:28. 

 

 

Bondservants and Masters 

6:5-9 masters and servants - walk in harmony 

Ephesians 6:5 Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters 
according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your 
heart, as unto Christ;  

Ephesians 6:5 – “Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear 
and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ.”  In other words, you serve Christ in the 
capacity of where you are – you do what you do for him.   
 
Now, in Ephesians 6, Paul is going to start dealing with servants, verse 9, “ye masters”.  So he is going to 
change, and the reference is to the wider social context now.  He started with wives (5:22), and then he 
went to husbands (5:25), and then he went to children (6:1), and then fathers (6:4).  He goes through 
marriage, and then he goes through the family, and now he is going to move out into that wider context 
outside of the home and into society, and into the nation (people) around you.  
 
Ephesians 6:5 – “Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear 
and trembling.”  That means desiring to please them with a serious mindedness.  You want to obey 
them; you do not want to be a rebel; you do not want to be self-willed.  You do not want to obey your 
masters in the flesh with fear and trembling.   
 
And, that does not mean you have to go around shaking in your boots all the time.  The idea is that you 
respect them.  They are who they are, and you want to serve them well.   
 
Verse 5 – You are serving “in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ”.  Who are you really serving?  You 
are really serving Christ.  So, then who is your employer?  That is not what your head says.  Your head 
says that the guy who pays me is the boss.  But, you have a conscience – a system of norms and 
standards fortified by sound doctrine.  So, he says in verse 6 – “Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers”. 

 

Ephesians 6:6 Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants 
of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;  

Verse 6 – “Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers”. 
 
In the world, they have a term for that, trying to be seen of men, and all of that.  They have a term for 
that out in the work place.  He says, “Don’t be a brown-noser.”  He says, “Don’t serve like all the other 
people serve, but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart”.  So, you have this 
conscience, this system of norms and standards, fortified by the sound doctrine down in your soul and in 
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your heart (the mentality of your soul) that says, “Here is the reality.  I look at this situation and it isn’t 
like it looks.  I walk by faith and not by sight”.   
 
I look out here and it looks like this person is my employer and I don’t like this, and I do like this.  The 
real situation is that I live for the Lord Jesus Christ and no matter what my capacity in life, no matter 
what my job might be, I am living here and I represent him.  And therefore I can just do this work on the 
basis of understanding that it is God’s will for me to live wherever I am, doing whatever I am doing.  And 
I should live there as a member of the body of Christ and manifest him in all of these things.   
 
Well, when you do that, all of the sudden it becomes a different attitude.  Now, that does not mean that 
you can’t get a better job if it is offered to you.  You have the freedom from God to be able to discern 
right and wrong things and to choose.  God does not make all the decisions for you in life.  We talked 
about that time and again.  But, when he says, “doing the will of God from the heart”, he means doing 
that which God would have you to do in the situation you are in.   
 
This passage is what is often called the “Protestant Work Ethic”.  That is a term that developed in the 
Protestant Reformation.  And it basically says that you work for the Lord in your labor, that your 
employer is really the Lord not whoever you are working for.  Therefore, you should do the best job you 
can do under every situation and circumstance, because you are doing it for the Lord.  Now, I don’t know 
that the term “Protestant Work Ethic” is such a wonderful term, because it is often used the wrong way.  
But, the idea is exactly right.   
 
Listen, wherever you work, you should be the best employee in that company.  And the reason you 
should be that way should be so evident – it is the Lord.  I’m different from all of those other people 
because of the Lord.  Do you understand that? 
 
I guarantee you one thing – if you work in the work place, you know what I am talking about.  And you 
know the difference that it makes.  You know to the world, and sometimes to you, it looks like you are on 
the losing end of the stick.  But, do you walk by sight or by faith?  Do you look at the things that are 
seen, or the things that are not seen (the spiritual realities)?  Well, you should do the latter, shouldn’t 
you?  And if you do the latter (you walk by faith) and you do the will of God from the heart based on the 
sound doctrine that is in your soul.  And you can do it with a confidence that your labor in the Lord is not 
in vain.   

 

 

Ephesians 6:7 With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to 
men:  

Continuing in verses 5-7 – “in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; Not with eyeservice, as 
menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; With good will doing 
service, as to the Lord, and not to men.”   
 
Do you notice how often he says that?  Verse 5 – “as unto Christ.”  Verse 6 – “as the servants of Christ, 
doing the will of God from the heart.”  The heart is the function of your soul.  This is soul service.  In 
your soul, you have a system of norms and standards that tells you how that in the details of your life, in 
the capacity of life, you are to live in the world.  In this verse, he is referring to a slave.   
 
Ephesians 6:7 – “With good will doing service, as to the Lord”.   
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He does that every verse.  He says, “When you work, do it with a good attitude”!  If you grumble and 
gripe on the job, you are out of the will of God.  “With good will doing service.”  Do you realize that?  I 
do not care what you say about the other guy, or about your boss, or about anybody else.  If you gripe 
and grumble on the job, you are out of God’s will for your life.  Isn’t that a royal kick in the seat of the 
pants?   
 
You say, “Does that mean I have to put up with unsafe work conditions?”  Don’t try to argue your way 
around it.  Don’t try to get out of it by throwing it off on somebody else.  You know, good and well, that 
it does not mean those things.  But you know, good and well, it does mean that the way you handle 
those things should be the way the Lord would have them handled.  That is right! 

 

Ephesians 6:8 Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the 
same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free.  

Now, folks, there is accountability for what you do, and the verse says that the man is going to “receive 

of the Lord”.  
 
Verses 6-8 – “Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God 
from the heart; With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men: Knowing that whatsoever 
good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, (Notice, you will not receive for it.), 
whether he be bond or free.”  It is the type of service that the servant is given.  The heart is the issue.  
  
He says to the slave, “Serve your master, but don’t serve him just because your master makes you do it.  
Don’t serve your master because that is the way the system works.  Don’t serve your master just because 
you have to, but you do the will of God from your heart.  Serve him with singleness of heart as unto 
Christ, not with eyeservice just to be seen pleasing men, but as a servant of Christ doing the will of God.”   
 
When you do it that way, do you know what you will have?  When you handle the details of your life for 
the glory of God on the basis of godly edification, do you know what you have?  He says, “Knowing that 
whatsoever good thing any man doeth.”  If the work, and the labor, and the activity of your life is on the 
basis of godly edification, being filled with the Spirit, walking in the Spirit, with the fruit of the Spirit in 
your life, what does he say?  He says, “The same shall he receive of the Lord.”  That thing will last.   
 
If it is the grace of God labouring in you, it lasts.  If it is something you do for yourself, menpleasing and 
eyeservice, it will not last.   
 
Again, the issue in your life is what sort of work.  What is the source?  What is the motivation?  And if it 
is on the basis of grace motivation, then it is a good work.  It lasts!  If it is on the basis of the old man, 
and human viewpoint, and religious viewpoint, or whatever, let’s look what happens to it.  1 Corinthians 
3:14-15  
 
Verse 8 – “whether he be bond or free”.  You might be a slave, or you might just be somebody’s 
employee.  You might be a free man, and not a slave.  But, you may be a free man who is working for 
somebody.   
 
This whole passage does not say anything about changing the social structure of the community in which 
you live.  It says to go into that social structure and serve the Lord Jesus Christ.  Whatever you might be 
doing, work from the soul – work from your inner man.  Work for the Lord, and not for men, having 
come to an understanding that, from the Lord, you are going to receive the due return. 
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Ephesians 6:8 – “Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the 
Lord, whether he be bond or free.”  The idea is to just work for the Lord.   
 
Do you know how to enjoy your work?  I said before, in that verse in Ecclesiastes, there are two portions.  
One is the marriage, and one is work.  And that is the issue here – work.  The secret to being happy in 
your work is just to throw yourself into it, put your soul into the work.  Look at the work as if the 
employer is the Lord.   
 
Verse 8 – “Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, 
whether he be bond or free”.  You serve Christ in the capacity of where you are, and you just keep on 
slaving for him.  And you live for him so that people see God’s attitudes and his life through you, through 
your work and through your words.  Yet, you do it with a proper mental attitude (good will) and you do it 
to the Lord.  You can’t always do it for men, but you can always do it for Christ. 
 

 

Ephesians 6:9 And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, 
forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master also is in heaven; 
neither is there respect of persons with him.  

Chapter 6:5 – “Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters.” Chapter 6:9 – “Ye masters, do the 
same things unto them.”   

 
Do you see how he takes one group and says, “You be submissive to your corresponding person”?  
Wives, rank yourselves under your husband.  Husbands, rank yourselves under your wives.  That hurts, 
doesn’t it?  (We’ll get the details of that, and I’ll show you how to do that.)  Children, rank yourselves 
under your parents.  Fathers, look out for your child’s best interest, not your own.  Servants, masters, do 
the same thing.  He gives a prescribed, social order to be manifested in the lifestyle of the local church.  
Why?  The Spirit of God is manifested in the Body of Christ today.  So, the attitudes that God has toward 

how the social order and interpersonal relationships are to operate should be manifested in the local 
church.  Shouldn’t it?   
 
Verse 9 – “And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your 
Master also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with him.”  Do you notice that he only gives 
one verse to the masters?  The probability is there were not very many masters at the church in Ephesus.  
And the probability is there are not a whole lot of them ever around on the basis of 1 Corinthians 1:26.  1 

Corinthians 1:26 
 
Continuing in Ephesians 6:9 – “forbearing threatening: (That is grace living.) knowing that your Master 
also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with him.”  Do you know whom you are supposed to 
reflect?  You are supposed to reflect Christ.  And as you reflect him, as an employer, and as someone 
responsible for the oversight of others, then you do the will of God with the proper mental attitude.  
Colossians 4:1 

 

The Whole Armor of God 

6:10-13 standing strong in the power of the Lord- walk in victory (Church is a Solder) 
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Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might.  

We utilize - we appropriate - what it is we are, who we are, in Jesus Christ, and then we are to constantly 
magnify our Savior.  And as we do such, we can enter triumphantly any battle as champions.   
 
Be strong in what he is doing and what you have in him.  Verse 11:  
 
Now, this is the conclusion of the book of Ephesians.  Paul has come down to the last section.  He says, 
“Finally, my brethren.”  These are his closing thoughts.  When you get to the end of the book, you 
wonder what he is going to say next.  What is he going to end with?  What is he going to add on to what 
he already said?  Well, he adds on a section about fighting, which is not exactly what you would have 
expected.  But as you study it, it becomes the logical thing.   
 
We have studied the believer’s wealth in Christ (Ephesians 1-3).  We have studied the believer’s walk in 
the world, and now we are going to study the believer’s warfare.   
 
You and I are not yet literally seated in the heavenly places.  We are still here on the earth.  We are not 
yet literally in the positions up there that we have in Christ.  That is something we are going to have in 
the future.  We are there spiritually now, but we are not there literally yet.  We are there spiritually and 
in prospect, but not in reality.  But, even though we are still down here, we have an impact in the 
heavenly places. 
 
Now, in Ephesians 1-3, we learned God’s purpose in forming the body of Christ and the purpose that he 
has for the body of Christ – how he is going to reconcile the heavenly places.  He is going to take those 
principalities and powers back into the headship of Christ through the instrumentality of the body of 
Christ.  That tremendous purpose that he has to manifest himself throughout the whole universe, 
through the body of Christ, has shocked and enraged Satan beyond any way for me to describe it to you.   
 
Satan is a very cunning, and very crafty, and experienced warrior; and he is bent on the defeat of God’s 
purpose in the body of Christ.  The battle lines have been drawn.  God has declared his purpose and 
revealed all of his wisdom, and Satan has dug in his heels and the battle is on.  The real battle is here.   
 
When we get down to verse 12, we are going to study some of the ramifications of the angelic conflict.  
But, you just need to understand that Satan is deathly, vehemently, angrily opposed to the church the 
body of Christ and what we are doing today.   
 
So, Paul ends his book, after having described God’s program for the ages to come, where he is going to 
reconcile all the positions of rank and authority in the heavenly places under the headship of Christ 
through the body of Christ.  He is going to reconcile the universe back unto himself through the 
instrumentality of the body of Christ.  Having made all that clear, having demonstrated it in chapters 4-6, 
(that the ultimate purpose that he has out there is being manifested today in the church, the body of 
Christ), he concludes the book with this great military passage on the warfare of the believer.  And, you 
need to remember that we are in a war.  Turn to 1 Timothy 6:12 
 
So, he concludes Ephesians with a passage on the whole armour of God – doctrinal armour for our soul 
that is ours to put on experientially in your daily practice.  It is a protected armour to put on your soul, in 
order to allow you to go out and do combat on a day to day basis, and gain the victory in your 
experience that you have in your position in Christ.   
 
“Finally, my brethren.”  Now, by the way, the new bible versions leave out  “my brethren”.   
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But, the reason Paul puts that in there is because in the verses just prior to this (the end of chapter 5 
and beginning of 6) he has distributed the saints out into different groups – wives, husbands, children, 
parents, servants, and masters.  Now he says, “Finally, my brethren.”  He gathers everybody back into 
one group again.  He divided them up and now he gathers them all back into one group, and he 
addresses the whole bunch of them.  And the reason that is important is because all of them are going to 
face the battle – wives, husbands, children, fathers, servants, and masters.  Every member of the body of 
Christ is in the battle.  It is not just for some; it is for all of them.   
 
“Finally, my brethren, be strong (be strengthened) in the Lord, and in the power of his might.”  Notice 
two things – “be strong in the Lord”.  Notice what he does not say.  Most of the time you will hear 
someone say that to be “strong in the Lord” is to be strong by his help.  Let the Lord come along and 
help you be strong.  For example, he says, “Strengthened by his Spirit in the inner man”.  That means 
the Spirit of God comes along and gives strength to you.  Well that is not what this verse says.  This 
verse does not say, “Come along, and by the Lord’s help, be strong”.  It says, “be strong in the Lord”.   
 
In other words, be strong in the position that you have in Christ.  God saves you and he puts you into 
Christ.  And in Christ, he says “be strong, but don’t be strong out over here, be strong in Christ”.  You are 
to be strong in the position that you have in Christ.  That is where your strength is, and strength comes 
from what it is, and who it is, that God has made you in Christ.  God has given you a position in Christ, 
so be strong in that, get your strength from what God has made you in Christ. 
 
Listen people, the most important two words in defining what Christianity is, and what a believer is, are 
the two words “in Christ”.  That is the best definition of what a believer is and what Christianity is all 
about, because it has to do with what we are in Christ – not in ourselves, but in him.   
 
So he says, “be strong in the Lord.”  You are to be strong in what God has made you in Christ.  Go back 
to Ephesians 1:3-14 and that is what he is referring back to.  He is saying, “Be strong, but be strong in 
the Lord, blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ, in whom we have redemption.”  
We are accepted in the beloved according as the Father has chosen us in him.  It says, “in him” over and 
over again.  Everything we have is right there.  So, where are you going to get your strength?  You say, 
“My strength is not in me, my strength is in him; my all in all is all there”.   
 
Now, that is grace, the message of grace.  Our strength comes from our position in Christ.  That is where 
our adequacy comes from.  It impresses me when I read this passage.  Even after you have been saved 
for years and years and years, even after you come to understand all the truths in the book of Ephesians, 
you still have to say that there is not any strength in me.  I can only be strong in Christ.  2 Timothy 2:1 
 
You are to “be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might”.  In the first section (be strong in the 
Lord), he is referring back to chapter 1:3-14.  In the second statement (be strong in the power of his 
might) he is referring again back to chapter 1, but this time he is referring to verses 19 and following.  
Ephesians 1:18-21 
 
Ephesians 6:10 – “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord  (Be strong in what God has made you in 
Christ.) and in the power of his might.”   
 
Where do you learn about the doctrines that are accomplished through the cross?  That is Roman’s truth.  
Where do you learn about the glory and the purpose that he has for the church the body of Christ?  That 
is Ephesians’ truth.   
 
Do you know what he is saying?  He is saying, “Look guys, you have the whole ball of wax now!  You 
have the foundation laid, and you have the super structure up.  The edifice is built!”  Are you with me?  I 
get excited when I get going with this stuff!   
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You have the Roman’s truth all laid down for you.  You have the Ephesians’ truth in your mind and in 
your understanding.  You see what God is going to do with us, and you see how our focus is out over 
there.  You have all this, and he says, “Hey, that is where your strength is.”  Your strength is in a realm 
of understanding, and knowledge, and information, about all that God has accomplished and is going to 
do for you.  That is wonderful!  Ephesians 1:21 
 
Turn to Ephesians 6:10.  Paul is closing the book of Ephesians now.  He talked to the Ephesians about 
their wealth in Christ Jesus – the position that they have in Christ.  He talked to them about their walk in 
Christ – the practice that they are to follow.   
 
And now he is going to talk to them about the warfare that they are engaged in.  The very last thing that 
he tells them is how to deal with this war that they are going to be engaged in.  They have this position 
in Christ – this wealth in Christ Jesus.  They have a walk that results from what God has done for them – 
this new creature that they are in Christ Jesus, God’s workmanship.  And now  there is warfare – the 
satanic response to what God is doing in the body of Christ.   

 

Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil.  

Verse 11: “Put on the whole armour of God, [And that will be a doctrinal armor that he lists down 
through there.] that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”   
 
That word “wiles” is simply “wily, tricky, cagey.”  You see Satan cannot come against you and move you 
out of Christ, because you are secure there.  So what does he do?  He tries to trick you into not standing 
there, into not taking your position there, and not utilizing the assets God has given you in Christ. 
 
Ephesians 6:11 – “Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil.”   
 
When we execute a proper walk, when we are strong in the Lord and the power of his might, we instruct, 
we influence, and we impact the heavenly places.  So, the result is that “we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood”.  Our fight is not with people down here.  They are our goal.  We are trying to win them.  But we 
are fighting against a satanic program and policy of evil “against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places”.  We are fighting 
against Satan’s policy of evil.  That is what we fight against.  It is a doctrinal issue – a spiritual issue.  
And those principalities and powers and rulers are fighting for their very lives, for their positions.  And 
they oppose us. 
 
Verse 11 is very instructive as to how they oppose.  He says in verse 10 – “be strong”.  Then in verse 11 
he says, “Put on the whole armour of God”.  I take those two things to be synonyms.  If you are going to 
be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might, you do that by putting on this doctrinal armour that 
has been provided for your inner man (your soul) that will enable you to stand in the position that you 
have in Christ.  You need to know where your strength comes from.   
 
Now the issue of the armour has to do with winning the victory.  Turn to Luke 11:21-22.  And, he says in 
Ephesians 6:11 – “Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil”.  The only way you are going to experience peace and victory, like the guy in Luke 11 does, is if 
you put the whole armour on.  And then you are strong in the Lord and in the power of his might. 
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Satan’s desire is for you not to be able to stand.  Notice verse 11 – “that ye may be able to stand”.  Verse 
13 – “that ye may be able to withstand … having done all, to stand.”  Verse 14 – “Stand therefore.”  God 
wants you to be able to stand.  Just take up your position in Christ and stay there.  But, Satan doesn't 
want that. 
 
Notice in Ephesians 6:11 how Paul points out the method of Satan’s attack.  He says, “that ye may be 
able to stand against (not the power of the devil, not the armies of the devil, not the wisdom of the devil, 
not the experience of the devil, not the tremendous ability but…) the wiles of the devil”.   
 
Do you know what the word “wiles” means?  It means “tricky”.  It is the crafty schemes of the adversary.  
The same Greek word is translated back in Ephesians 4:14 as “cunning craftiness”, and that is the only 
other time it is found in the bible.  Ephesians 4:14 
 
Ephesians 6:10-11 – “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.  Put on 
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”  Now you want to 
notice this passage very carefully.  Paul has been talking to them about the wiles of the devil.  And, he is 
describing this doctrinal armour that God would have us put on that we may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil. 
 
Now, we studied the wiles of the devil, the tricks of the devil, the schemes and the strategy of Satan that 
he uses against the believer.  Satan comes against you with trickery because he is not able, and not 
powerful enough, and not capable enough to dislodge the believer from his position in Christ.  Even with 
all of his power, and all of his wisdom, and all of his experience, and all of his ability, Satan does not 
really have the ability really to dislodge the believer from the position that God has given him in Christ.  
He has to trick the believer, so he resorts to trickery in his opposition to the body of Christ.   
 
The Satanic opposition against the body of Christ is that of deception and trickery.  It is not a straight-out 
onslaught as it was with Israel in time past, where he sought to just oppose them straight out and defile 
them, so they couldn’t do the things that God wanted them to do. 
But with us, he has no ability to dislodge us from the position we have in Christ, so he resorts to tricks.  
He can’t overwhelm us.  He is powerful, but we have a more powerful position.  And, that is what verse 
10 is all about.  “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might”.  We have 
the power of Almighty God to teach us, and he can’t affect our standing in Christ – our position in Christ.  
He can’t move us away from what God has made us in the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
But, he can trick us and that is what he does.  He tries to trick us into not standing in the position that 
we have.  He tries to deceive us and to trick us into not taking advantage of that which we have in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and that which God, by his grace, has given us. 
 
Ephesians 6:11 – “…that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”  That Greek word for 
devil is “diabolos”.  That word is translated “devil”.  It is translated in Revelation as “the accuser of the 
brethren”.  That word is a compound word.  The word “bolo” is the word “to throw”.  And you put the 
preposition “dia” on the front of it, and “dia” means “through something”.  Literally, the word means “to 
throw something through, or to throw it between things”.   
 
That aisle goes down the middle of this room and separates the benches on one side of the room from 
the other side.  It goes through the building, through the benches.  Well the character of the Adversary, 
the character of Satan, is described by this term – diabolos.  The idea is that Satan’s desire is to throw 
something between, to be a separator.  He wants to throw something between you and the Lord.  He will 
put something that separates you from the position that God has given you in Christ.  His focus is to 
come along and throw opposition, in this case, to throw a trick at you.   
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Now, he can’t literally separate you and cut you off from the position, and the blessing, and the standing 
that you have in Christ.  But, he comes and throws tricks at you.  He throws a scheme, and a wise idea, 
and plans, and tricks, and cunning craftiness, and the sleight of men and that kind of thing.  He throws 
those things at you to try to trick you into not believing and not understanding what God has given you in 
Christ.   
 
He tries to get you to not believe in the standing that you have in Christ, and the blessings that you have 
in Christ, and the position that you have in Christ, and thereby cut you off from them so you won’t be 
able to be a good soldier.  He does it so you’ll be ineffective in the battle, so you won’t be able to really 
stand, as verse 10 says, and “be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.”  So you will not be 
able to take the position in what God has given you in Christ, and have that be the source of the power 
and the source of the authority. 
 
Satan seeks to do this against the ministry of the body of Christ – against the man that preaches it and 
against the man that just seeks to live day in and day out as a member of the body of Christ.  He seeks 
to trick you into not believing, and not understanding, and not taking advantage of all of the spiritual 
blessings that God has given you in Christ Jesus. 
 
Now the essence of the trick is to make what “is” appear like it “isn’t” and to make what “isn’t” appear 
like it “is”.  Somebody comes along with a shell game where they put the little pea under one of the little 
shells and then mix them all up.  And, you watch it and you watch it, and you pick the shell that you 
think it is under.  And he turns it over and says, “No it isn’t; give me your five dollars”.  So, you pick 
another one and it’s not under that one either.  In fact if you turn the last one over, it isn’t under there 
either.  He palmed the pea the one time when he did it.  So, he was going to win no matter what.   
 
The magician says that the hand is quicker than the eye.  And they try to divert your attention and 
accomplish the thing. You have seen magicians do all of these different tricks – pull quarters out of ears 
and rabbits out of hats.  And that is just the “sleight of hand”.   
That is referred to back in Ephesians 4:14 when he says, “That we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive”.  That “sleight of men” is the “sleight of hand” – the 
trickery.   
 
And the essence of a trick is to try to take something and try to fool you into not seeing what is really 
happening.  And, people, that is what Satan seeks to do to you.  That is the whole essence of his policy 
and his attack on the body of Christ.  The whole essence is to throw something at you, to throw 
something that will separate you from the Lord.  And he can’t literally do that.  He can’t really do it.  But, 
he can trick you into thinking that it’s been done.  Satan wants to cause you to walk, and focus on, 
something other than the doctrinal reality of what God has given you in Christ.   
 
I said to you before, you are blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places, but you can’t see a 
spiritual blessing.  Now, you can see some of the results of a spiritual blessing.  You can feel the results 
of the forgiveness of sins, and a relief of the guilt, and the resolution of guilt, and so forth.  But, you feel 
a psychological response that is a result of a spiritual transaction.  You don’t feel spiritual blessings.  They 
are non-experiential in the sense that they are outside of the physical realm.  They can have physical 
results, physical releases and that kind of thing, and emotional results and good works results in them.  
But the way you know about a spiritual blessing is by the word of God; it is by faith.  You get in the 
word, and you find out about it.   
 
An example: When you trusted Christ you were baptized by one Spirit into one body.  The minute you 
trusted Christ, God the Holy Spirit baptized you into the body of Christ.  And you didn’t feel that. 
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On December 31, 1962, when I trusted the Lord Jesus Christ, I did not feel that baptism.  And yet it was 
a reality.  In fact, I did not know about that baptism.  I went back to the church I was attending, and 
they water baptized me.  Then, I went to another church and they said, “You didn’t really get baptized, 
so you have to get another kind of water baptism”.  And then I went over to a grace preacher; and he 
said, “You know you don’t need any of that stuff out there, because God already did it for you”.  And I 
asked, “How do you know that?”  And he showed me 1 Corinthians 12:13; and I said, “Hey, by faith, I 
know something!”   
 
But I would have never known about that spiritual baptism if somebody hadn’t opened up the word of 
God to me and showed it to me in the word of God.   
 
And Satan wants you to focus on the physical things, on the outward things, on the things you can see, 
rather than focus on the doctrinal realities that God has in the word.  That is why sound doctrine is so 
important.  You are to walk by faith, but Satan wants you to walk by sight and not by faith.  That is what 
he is after.   
 
People, any time you go into a mode of operation, whether in the ministry or in your practical life, 
whereby you are evaluating things by sight rather than by faith, you are doing just what Satan wants you 
to do.  Anytime you are in a situation whereby you are evaluating things, and approaching things, and 
determining what value is in a situation by sight rather than faith, you are doing exactly what Satan 
wants you to do.  When your system of norms and standards is based on that which is given by sight, 
rather than that which is based on faith and sound doctrine, then you are doing just what the Adversary 
wants you to do.  You have been caught in his trap.  Let me show you this in 2 Corinthians 4:16-17 
 
And, my friend, we should stand just where we are.  You have to understand the word of God rightly 
divided if you are ever going to get this, because you need to know right where you stand in the program 
of God.  You need to know right where you are and what you can expect God to be doing.  And as you 
stand there, then you withstand confidently.  And you know what God is doing from the scriptures.  
 
Then, Satan comes along and he whispers in your ear (not literally, just as an illustration).  His 
philosophy, and his program, comes along and suggests to you If God really loves you, he wouldn’t let 
these things happen to you.  If God really had your best on his heart, he wouldn’t let you get sick.  He 
wouldn’t let financial adversity come to you, and he wouldn’t let broken relationships happen to you.  He 
wouldn’t let all of those things happen if he really had your best interest at heart.  Satan comes along 
and says You know, you deserve better treatment than you are getting, don’t you?  You deserve a rest; 
you’re working too hard.  They are putting too much on you.  And he bombards you with all of that. 
 
But, faith says, “Forget it!  I know what is going on here.  This stuff is working a far more exceeding 
weight of glory for me to have through all eternity.”  But it is the eye of faith that sees that. 
 
But, Satan wants to pull you away.  And it is amazing to me, especially in the ministry, how everything 
that we focus on, everything that we are up against wants to draw us to the physical evaluation of 
things.  Rather than sitting back and looking at what is happening, and evaluating circumstances on the 
basis of the sound doctrine that we have stored up in our soul, we evaluate it according to physical 
things.  Instead of evaluating the circumstances based on a doctrinal frame of reference, we look at the 
circumstances and try to incorporate the will of God there, and the work of God out there.  And that is 
not the way to do it.   
 
In the Ambassadorship Class, we went through and studied the Pastoral Epistles.  The reason I did that 
with you was so you could see the real issues of the ministry (what they really are) so you have a frame 
of reference to build on based on what God says. 
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You go out in the world.  You sit in the average board meeting.  Sit in the average congregation, and 
listen to what the congregation, and the board, and the system have to say.  As they pick off what is 
important to them, as far as the ministry goes, do you know what you will find?  Most of the time, you 
will find them looking right at what they can see and not at what they can’t see.  And, you have to be 
careful when you evaluate, because that is the trick.   
 
Satan seeks to throw things in there and to separate your way – to trick you into “not standing” in the 
position that God has given you in his Son.  So, you notice in Ephesians 6:11 the issue of “standing”.  
Satan is not interested in you running and walking around, and talking to that mountain, and that kind of 
thing.  But, he doesn't want you “to stand” because God wants you “to stand”.  “Put on the whole armour 
of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” 
 
Folks, when you are warring against the Adversary, the issue is “standing” against him.  
 
Ephesians 6:11 – “Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil.”  The idea here has to do with the fact that we are to stand.  We are to stand in the position that 
we have in Christ.  We are to stand in body truth.  We are to stand in the truth of the word rightly 
divided – in what is operative today.   

 

 

Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  

That term ‘high places’ is not talking mayors and governors, it is talking about ‘high’ out in the universe.  
We know that from Isaiah 24.  Isaiah 24:19-21. 
 
You know that the government of the universe was usurped in a rebellion by Satan, and he has taken 
over that universal government.  These positions of rank and authority out in the universe are now 
populated by, and under the authority of and the control of Satan.  Christ created the heaven and the 
earth, and He created stations of governmental authority all out through the heavens.  He populated 
those positions with different races of angels to carry on His business out through the universe.  He 
placed man on the earth.  By the way, that seven-headed dragon is Satan.  Job 41:1-2. 
 
What’s he talking about?  There are principalities and powers and mights and dominions and rulers out 
here in the darkness of this world.  Do you know what those are?  Those aren’t God’s people.  Those are 
Satan’s followers.  They’ve taken over these positions of governmental authority.  There’s been a coup 
d’etat.   You notice it says  “… the rulers of the darkness of this world.”  Go back to Genesis and watch 
the darkness show up.   
 
Today, those positions of rank and authority in the heavenly places up there are under the authority and 
control of the Adversary.  Satan has a policy of evil that he developed when he fell.  God made him “the 
anointed cherub that covers” (Ezekiel 28:14).  God made him perfect in beauty, and he was lifted up by 
his beauty and pride.  The sin of pride brought his downfall.  And when he fell, he developed a wise plan.  
He developed a plan of revolt against God.   
 
Isaiah 14:12-15 shows that Satan’s sin was pride, but his pride led him to develop a plan of revolt, a 
coup d’état, if you want to call it that.  It was a plan whereby he was going to take the throne of God 
away from him.  And he went out and made merchandise of that plan among all the principalities and 
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powers, the upper echelon of the government of the universe.  Ezekiel says, “the merchandise of his 
traffick, and many perished.”  He went out and he sold these people on the idea of making him like the 
most high, exalting him above God.  He goes out and gathers up these angelic creatures to be a part of 
his government and his revolt, and there’s been a usurpation of the positions of the government of the 
universe.  The Lord Jesus Christ has come.  Ephesians 1:22 
 
Verse 12: “For we wrestle [hand to hand combat] not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.”  That is where the battle is fought, and that is the battle.  And you are going to have to walk on 
the basis of sound doctrine, and the renewed mind, in your ministry, or your ministry is going to do what 
Timothy’s did.   
 
It will go for a while like a house ablaze, and then it will just fizzle out.  And the only way to keep that 
fire going is to maintain consistency.  Listen, you do not walk by your feelings, and you do not walk by 
sight.  You do not walk by how you feel about this or how somebody feels about you.  And you do not 
walk by sight – what it looks like is being accomplished.  You have to have the ability, through that sound 
doctrine in your soul, to properly evaluate what you are doing, and then respond to it, and to know when 
you are doing what is right.   
 
Paul said in Philippians 1:23, “I would rather depart and be with Christ, but having this confidence, I am 
willing to stay.”  He said, “I am confident that what I ought to be doing is this.”   
 
You have no excuse to lack confidence in your ministry.  Now I am not talking about cockiness and 
headsuredness.  I am not talking about the lack of humility.  We already studied too much about the 
requirements of the elders.  You should walk in humility before God, but you need to walk in power too.  
That is that sense of adequacy that you have in Christ, and when you are doing what is right.  So, there 
is power, although it is exercised with that humility of mind.  How do you do that?  Well, it is not “me”, it 
is “Christ”, and that is how you do it. 
 
Ephesians 6:12 – “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”  They don’t 
like it!  You have an impact up there, and there is spiritual wickedness in high places, there are 
principalities and powers in heavenlies up there that don’t appreciate your ministry.   
 
So, do you know what they do?  They oppose it.  And you find yourself in hand-to-hand combat 
(wrestling), not shooting across the river but hand-to-hand combat against your opposition (their wiles 
and their tricks). 
 
For us whose ministry is in that realm, we should not study Matthew, Mark, Luke and John when it talks 
about His agony and just see the physical gory goo.  You’d better look beyond that and see the spiritual 
battle He was undergoing.   
 
In Verses 7 and 8, you are entering into the mental attitude with which Christ approached Calvary.  He is 
saying, “I am more than a conqueror through Him that loved me.”   
 
Does that minister to your heart?  In Christ, in Him, there is absolute, total victory.  Go back and read 
Psalm 22, and Psalm 38, and Psalm 69.  Go back and read those passages, those great Messianic Psalms, 
where you get His mental attitude and you see the spiritual agony and conflict and faith that He had in 
God the Father.  “He is near that justifieth me.”  Then when you read those verses over in Paul’s epistles 
about the faith of Christ, you remember that faith that He had in God the Father’s faithfulness to Him.  
His faithfulness to us is just the same.   
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I’ll tell you folks, these passages that we are studying in Matthew ought to be as familiar to you as 
anything in the Word of God. 
 
Now look at Ephesians 6:12 so you don’t misunderstand that you are going to have to fight this battle.  
You will have to fight this battle – not just the preacher, not just the deacons, not just the elders, not just 
the Sunday School Teachers, not just the big guys, whoever they might be in your estimation.  That 
means you have to fight this battle when you are washing the dishes, or taking out the garbage, or when 
you are on the job.   
 
Ephesians 6:12 – “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”  
 
In the next lesson, we are going to study those things in real detail, but I just want you to see, right 
now, that we are going to wrestle.  Do you know why he says, “You are to wrestle not”?  You are 
standing and it says you are going to have to wrestle not against flesh and blood.  Flesh and blood is not 
the issue.  What you see physically is not the issue.  Human frailty and human weakness is not the issue.  
The issue is the spiritual battle that is going on.   
 
But, you are going to have to wrestle.  Why does he use the word “wrestle”?  He uses it because he is 
describing hand-to-hand combat, and that is what the term is a reference to.  The term is a reference to 
two people struggling to the death, not just in a game, not just until they are pinned down (one, two, 
three).  But it is a hand-to-hand combat struggling to the death. 
 
The Adversary is serious.  And every believer will have to do the struggling for himself.  There is a 
personal battle that every believer has to engage in – it is wrestling.  It is a personal struggle. 
 
I talked to a man recently who was in Vietnam, and he was a helicopter pilot.  He was talking to a 
bomber pilot, and they were talking about being in Vietnam.  And there were five men at the table that 
had been in Vietnam.  And one of them was this helicopter pilot, and another one flew off the aircraft 
carriers and the bombers.  And the other three men were on the ground in a great deal of combat – 
hand-to-hand, personal, in the jungle.  And it was fascinating to listen to how these men described their 
different perspectives on the war, because when you flew that jet, you never saw anybody.  You just fly 
over, dump a load and go home, and try not to go back the same way you came, so you don’t get shot 
down. 
 
The man in the helicopter was in a situation where he escorted the helicopters that would go in and pick 
up the wounded and bring them out.  And he got a little more involved in the war where they were 
shooting at trees and that kind of thing. 
 
But, it was different when you talked to those guys that were on the ground, that had the guns and 
bayonets and had to go out in the bushes, and get right up on the enemy and shoot them, and be shot 
at.  They had to dislodge the booby traps and set some booby traps.  That was a different kind of a 
thing.  And that is the level that you and I war on.  
 
We are not a bunch of detached dudes up here in an airplane dropping bombs.  That is not the position 
that God has given us in the body of Christ.  Our warfare is not off somewhere shooting long-range 
missiles.  You have a daily individual personal wrestling with this issue - Are you going to be standing in 
the position that God has given you in Christ, or are you going to walk by sight?  Are you going to walk 
by faith, or are you going to walk by sight?  Are you going to find out what the doctrinal realities are, of 
whom God made you in Christ and what the issues are and stand in them?  Are you going to evaluate 
circumstances on a daily basis on the doctrine or are you just going to live as a reactionary – walking by 
sight?   
 

tw://bible.*/?id=49.6.12|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.6.12|_AUTODETECT_|


Satan won’t allow you not to fight that battle, because he wants to dislodge you and cause you not to 
stand.  And the only way you are not in a wrestling match is because you are out of the ring; you are out 
of the battle. 
 
My friend, we wrestle.  And we will study more about whom it is we are wrestling and about the unseen 
battle behind the scenes, in our next study.  Don’t fail to understand that Satan’s method of operation is 
to trick you into not taking the stand in body truth and in the reality of what is going on today.  
 
Now, in verse 12, he says that we wrestle not against flesh and blood.  I think I already said to you that 
“wrestling”, in this verse, is a very special term.  It is a unique term that is used by Paul to describe the 
combat that we have with the Adversary.  Our combat with the Adversary is described as a personal, 
hand-to-hand combat that is a struggle.  We, personally, are grappling and struggling.  It says, “wrestle”.   
 
My sons like to watch “wrestling” on TV, but this verse is not referring to that type of wrestling.  This is 
not fun and games.  This is “wrestling”, and in the context here, it is hand-to-hand combat to the death.  
It is not just an athletic game, or a promotional thing to raise millions of dollars.  It is a struggle, a hand-
to-hand combat between two soldiers who are in hand-to-hand combat intent upon destroying one 
another.  It is a serious issue. 
 
And that is the reason he uses the term here.  These are soldiers wrestling together.  It is a serious 
matter, and somebody is going to be destroyed.  The Adversary wants it to be you.   
 
Not only is it a serious matter, but it is a personal struggle.  And that is the reason he says it.  This is not 
a corporate struggle that can be done way off at a distance.  This is struggle that you, as an individual 
believer, are engaged in day in and day out in your life.  And there is a satanic policy of evil directed at 
you individually, and you need to understand it.   
 
And it doesn't have anything to do with seeing demons behind the lamp stand and that kind of thing.  It 
has to do with some doctrine in the word of God.  And Satan wants to trick you with his wiles, and his 
schemes, to move away from focusing on the doctrine and the truth.  He wants to cause you to move 
away from the spiritual realities that are operative today.  He wants you to focus on the physical, the 
circumstantial, and all the rest, and not focus on that thing that God is doing today. 
 
Today, God is forming the church, the body of Christ.  He is forming a spiritual body of believers where 
he takes Jew and Gentile and places them into one spiritual body on an absolute total equal basis.  
Everybody is blessed just alike, completely and fully in Christ, by faith in the gospel.   
 
And that gospel is that Jesus Christ died for our sins, was buried and was raised again the third day 
according to the scriptures, and that he ascended up unto the right hand of God the Father in heaven.  
And there we are seated with him in the heavenly places.   
 
By faith in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ, you and I are made a part of this spiritual body that 
God is forming because we rightly divided the word.  We do not go back to the legalism of the former 
dispensation and try to think that is what God is doing.  And we are not distracted by the societal and 
governmental perfection of a future age, of trying to bring in that kind of a social order.  But, rather we 
understand what God is doing today.  We understand that it is a forming of a new creation, a new 
creature – the one new man of whom we are a part. 
 
And Satan wants to take our focus away from that – the wiles, the tricks.  The essence of a trick is to 
take something that is real and make it appear like it isn’t real, and to take something that isn’t real and 
make it appear like it is real.  You have seen the magicians do that.  You have seen them show you the 
hat and say, “See there is nothing in the hat.”  And then they turn it up and pull a bunny out by the neck.  
And you say, “Well, where did it come from?  I looked and it wasn’t there.” 



 
You have seen them saw people in half, haven’t you?  At least, you’ve seen it on TV.  And it looks like 
somebody is dissected right in half, and then all of the sudden they just get up and walk out.  And you 
know that isn’t real.  And yet it looks like it. 
 
And you say, “How in the world did they do that?”  And you can’t figure it out. 
 
I saw a guy levitate on the TV.  He was lying there, and he just ascended.  He was laid out flat as a 
corpse in a casket, and up he went.  And a guy took a hoop and went around his body to show there 
weren’t any wires or anything. 
 
And you say, “Wow, how did he do that”?  You know it wasn’t supernatural, but it was magic.   
 
Well, when I was watching this on TV, the magician finished and went and sat down next to Johnny 
Carson and said, “All of that is a trick.  All of that is magic, sleight of hand.”  And I thought Boy, his hand 
is sure faster than mine.  I couldn’t figure out how he did it, and yet he did it.   
 
And, you know that’s a trick.  It is to take something and make it look like it’s real when it isn’t, and take 
what is real (the rabbit is really in the hat) and make it look like it isn’t.  And that is all tricks, and sleight 
of hand, and cunning craftiness, and so forth. 
 
Satan’s attempt is to throw doctrine, and ideas, and circumstances, at you to try to cause you to doubt 
God’s purpose, and to doubt the doctrine, and to doubt the reality of what God says is true today.  He 
tries to cause you to look away, to cause you to walk by sight and not by faith. 
 
Paul says, “We wrestle”.  Well, that is what we wrestle against.  We do not wrestle against flesh and 
blood.  We do not wrestle against human weakness and humanity.  “Flesh and blood” is people.  You do 
not wrestle against people.  But, God may use people to oppose you, but the person is not the enemy.  
The person is not the issue.  In fact, if anything, you are after the person to get them saved.  You are 
trying to get them established in the truth; I hope. 
 
You see, the real enemy is not the person that might oppose you.  The real issue is the one that is 
behind all of the opposition, the one who is behind the doctrine.  It is a doctrinal issue.  It is a spiritual 
battle, and there is a real doctrinal battle, a real spiritual battle.   
 
And Paul is describing our wrestling, our hand-to-hand combat, and our personal battle in Ephesians 6.  
There is a real behind-the-scenes conflict that is not visible except to the eye of faith.  And you, my 
friend, as a member of the body of Christ, have a part in that battle. 
 
Now, in churches like this, the word of God is preached and taught on a regular basis.  You get more 
bible, and light, and instruction around here than the average church does.  You get more in one Sunday 
than the average church does in a month.  And you should thank God for that.  But even in a place like 
this, many of us are AWOL.  Many of us are POWs.  Many of us are caught in the snares and the traps.  
Many of us have been beguiled and put under the spells that Satan casts.  And we have been neutralized 
in the battle – even among us.   
 
My friend, Satan has an attempt, a policy, designed simply to cause you not to stand in the truth that 
God has in operation today.  And that is all he wants to do to you, because having done that, he has 
caused the functioning of the mystery of godliness not to be effective in your life. 
 
Turn to 2 Corinthians 4 and notice how Satan deals with the unsaved.  My friend, the satanic activity that 
we wrestle against is not down in the bar, and in the pub, and in the brothel, and in skid row.  When you 
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get to there, and you deal with those kinds of things, that is the flesh.  That is walking according to the 
course of this world.  That is fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind. 
 
You need to understand the difference between battle in the world system, corruption of the flesh, and 
battling the Adversary, the devil.  And Ephesians 6 is not talking about the works of the flesh and battling 
that.  That is back in Ephesians 5.  He is not, simply, talking about battling the world system.  He is 
talking about battling a spiritual battle with the Adversary.  And you need to know things about your 
enemy. 
2 Corinthians 4:3-4    
 
In Ephesians 6:12, Paul is saying that we wrestle.  But we do not wrestle against people; we do not 
wrestle against human systems and human weaknesses.  We do not even wrestle against our own 
weakness.  And that should be a blessing to you! 
 
Do you realize that your own weakness is the assurance of your victory?  If you are so weak that you 
can’t do it, somewhere along the line you are going to decide to quit trying.  And when you quit trying, 
you will find out where your real victory is, won’t you?  It is in Christ. 
 
And grace says, “You won’t do any of it, and I’ll do it all!”  So, you get saved.  You say, “I’m bankrupt, 
and I can’t do any of it.  You do it all!”  Then God saves you and makes you a new creature in Christ 
Jesus.   
 
Then you get up and say, “Glory to God!  Now I’ll do the rest!”  And you get over there in Romans 7.  
That is why Romans 7 is right where it is.  Every believer has to go through Romans 7.  Unfortunately it 
seems like they have to go through it time and time again. 
 
Do you know what Romans 7 is?  It is the man subject to the law as long as the man shall live.  I’ll do it!  
I’ll do it!  The good that I would do, I don’t and the evil that I would not do, I do!  Do you know what the 
problem is?  He couldn’t do it! 
 
People get saved and what do others say?  “Let’s get them busy for Jesus.”  The most dangerous thing 
you ever do to a new convert is get them busy for Jesus – the burden and the barrenness of service.   
When serving is the center of your life, do you know who the center of your life is?  You are the center of 
your life, what you are doing, what you are accomplishing, where you are going, where you are going to 
be. 
 
How often do you hear people, especially young people, talk about the will of God for their life?  They 
say, “I want to know the will of God for my life!  And where does he want me?  And what does he want 
me to do?  And how should I be acting and what should I be doing?”  They never think about the will of 
God.  What does God want?  What is his idea?  It is egotistical.  And all we think about is ourselves and 
how we fit it.   
 
My friend, if you will find out what God is doing, then you will know where you fit in.  Then, you will 
begin to develop discernment. 
 
When people get saved, they have zeal. (Paul talks about Israel having zeal, but not according to 
knowledge.)  Do you know what we should use that new believer’s zeal for?  We plug it like a live wire to 
the local church because the newly saved person has a little energy, and everybody else has gone to 
sleep.  And we leech the energy out of them until it is gone!  But, you need to take that motivation, and 
that zeal that they have, and put them in that book, and get them the edification that they need to go 
through – Romans 7 right on in to Romans 8 and into the victory there.  Then they will have the joy, and 
the liberty, and the power, and the victory, and the privileges of sonship.  It is ours in Christ Jesus.   
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As powerful and as wonderful as the body of Christ is, Satan can’t come against you, and destroy you, 
and stop you.  So, he tries to trick you into doing it yourself, and he tries to trick you into not being who 
you are in Christ. 
 
Now, Ephesians 6:12 goes on to describe an organized network of fallen cohorts that Satan has that 
make up his program.  In verse 12 he says, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places”.  Now, that is a description of the organized network of satanic cohorts, and it 
describes the complexity of what he is doing.  Satan has a complex plan and purpose, and a policy, to 
execute it.  And, he is not just messing around.  He is a formidable enemy.   
 
Verse 12 refers to principalities, powers, the rulers of the darkness of this world, spiritual wickedness in 
high places.  And if you compare the “high places” in that verse with Isaiah 24:21, you will see that he is 
talking about the high places in the heavens.  He is not talking about the governor, or the major, or the 
president.  He is talking about the host of the high ones that are on high.  You say, “Well, what is all 
that?”   
 
Well, there are four things you need to know and remember about the Adversary and his cohorts.  If you 
have not heard the series of tapes on the doctrine of eternal judgment and the doctrine of eternal glory, 
you need to get them.  There are about ten hours of study on each one of those sets of tapes about this 
issue.  But, I can condense all that information under four basic heads.   
 
Number one, is the heavenly places.  He is talking about the heavenly places in Ephesians 6:12 – the 
principalities, the powers, the rulers of the darkness of this world, the spiritual wickedness in the 
heavenlies.  The heavenly places are real.  
 
If you are going to understand Satan’s battle and why it is such an intensely personal thing with him, first 
you have to understand something about the heavenly places.  Then you will understand why this 
struggle is a personal battle; and that when Satan has defeated you from standing in body truth, he has 
won a victory.  You will understand why he is interested in defeating you in body truth.   
 
But, to understand this, you have to understand something about the heavenly places.  They are real.  If 
you are ever going to understand the intensity from the Adversary's point of view, the first thing you 
have to know is that the heavenly places are real.  And you and I need to be oriented to them.  We need 
to understand the heavenly places.  They are important to us, and here is the reason why.  Ephesians 
1:3 
 
Now, this brings me to the second point.  The heavenly places are organized.  They are not just there, 
but there is an organizational structure in the heavenly places.  Just as there is an organization on the 
earth, so there is one in the heavens.  And God uses unique terms especially in Paul’s Epistles to describe 
these places, so that you and I can grasp and understand what is there.  He uses unique terminology.  
And I say again, it is especially in Paul’s Epistles that this is true, because you and I are especially to be 
oriented to them.  Amos 9:5-6, Psalms 33:6. 
 
So, first of all, the heavenly places are real. 
Number two, they are organized.  There is an organized governmental structure involved in them. 
Number three, the heavenly places are in the hands of Satan.   
 
We read a passage a minute ago that calls Satan “the god of this world” (2 Corinthians 4:4).  Not only is 
he called “the god of this world”, he is the “prince of the power of the air” (Ephesians 2:2).  Luke 4:5 
 
Now, there is one other thing that you want to notice in Ephesians.  Not only are the heavenly places 
real, not only are they organized and with a structure, not only are they in the hands of the Adversary, 
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but (number four) Jesus Christ has a program of the reconciliation of the heavenly places as well as the 
earth.  Just as he is going to restore his headship over the earth through the nation Israel, Jesus Christ 
has a purpose to restore his authority in the government of the heavens through the church, the body of 
Christ.  That is what he is going to use you for in the ages to come.  Ephesians 1:19-21 
 
Ephesians 6:10-12 – “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.  Put on 
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” 
 
Now, as we have been looking at this passage, I have tried to say to you that there are a whole lot of 
things going on here.  And, in this lesson, I want you to look, particularly, at the issue of the 
principalities, the powers, the rulers of the darkness of this world, and the spiritual wickedness in high 
places.   
 
There is a real battle going on in the spiritual realm today.  What God is doing today is a spiritual thing.  
Today, the Lord is not trying to reclaim society and reclaim the planet.  He is not trying to change the 
social structure in which we live and that kind of thing.  Those things will take place in the millennium.  
God is not trying to execute the law and develop a nation that would do that.  He did that in the past, 
and he will do that in the millennium with Israel. 
 
But today God is forming a spiritual body of believers called the church, the body of Christ.  It is a 
spiritual unit of believers who were taken by faith in the finished work of Christ and put in that spiritual 
body on absolute equal basis with one another.  But more wonderfully, they are on an equal basis with 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  They are made one with him, equal with him, an heir of God and a joint heir with 
God’s own son the Lord Jesus.  And because of that activity, there is a real spiritual battle today with the 
Adversary.   
 
There is a conflict that is not visible except for the eye of faith, and that is what Paul is addressing here.  
When you wrestle with the Adversary, you are not wrestling against physical oppressions and feelings of 
being hampered by circumstantial things, as much as you are by this spiritual battle that you are dealing 
with.  Now the spiritual battle can take on physical ramifications.  I understand that.  But you have to 
understand that the source of it is a spiritual thing.  And there are a number of things that you have to 
understand about Satan’s policy of evil against the body of Christ. 
 
In the last lesson, I listed four things that you and I need to understand, as members of the body of 
Christ, in regard to this wrestling – this personal hand-to-hand combat that we have against the 
Adversary. 
 
Number one, you need to understand that the heavenly places, in the word of God, are real. 
 
Number two, you need to understand that the heavenly places are organized.  There is an organized 
governmental structure that God Almighty has ordained in the heavens, and not just on the earth.  And 
those positions of rank and authority in the heavenly places, as well as on the earth, are in the hands of 
the Adversary.   
 
But, the Lord Jesus Christ has a program for reconciling the positions of rank and authority in the 
government of the earth, as well as the government of the heavens.  And he will reconcile them back 
under his headship, back under his kingship, and back under his lordship to make himself the head of all 
the positions of rank and authority throughout the entire universe.  He will do this because he created all 
of them for himself, but they have been usurped away from him.  And he has a plan and a program that 
will demonstrate the marvel of his grace. 
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Listen, only the wisdom of Almighty God could create heaven and earth as God has done and allow it to 
fall into sin and then redeem it back to himself and never one time impugn his own righteousness.  When 
God created man, when he created the universe, when he created the angelic host, he knew that he had 
to give them free will.  He gave these creatures free will, and they had to have volition in order to 
worship him.  Robots do not worship anybody.  You understand that.  If you don’t have a free choice, it’s 
not real worship it is slavery.   
 
God is not a bully.  He is not an arbitrary bully that demands people to do things just because I’m bigger!  
That is just “might makes right”.  And there is no righteousness in that.  That is just a doctoral, autocratic 
kind of a bully situation.  God is a God of love, and righteousness, and justice, and holiness, and integrity.  
And God wants all of his attributes to be honored by his creatures.  So, he set up a creation that could 
love him for who he is.   
 
Now, when he did that, he knew there would be the possibility of sin entering.  In fact, he knew sin 
would enter.  There’s a verse that says, “The Lord Jesus Christ is the lamb that was slain from the 
foundation of the world.”  When God laid the foundations of the universe, he knew that his son was 
going to have to come.  He had a plan to come and provide redemption, and provide a restoration 
program. 
 
When the world fell unto sin, he put man on the earth and sent man out to reclaim the earth.  And, man 
fell into the ranks of the unbelievers.  He fell into the ranks of the opposition.  So, God sent his son.  The 
Lord Jesus Christ became a man and did for man what man could not do for himself – he provides 
redemption for mankind.  But, then he springs a secret.  
 
Mr. O’Hare used to say that Satan was the most shocked creature in the entire universe, when God 
revealed the mystery to Paul.  And that is true because the Lord not only provided a way to restore the 
earth back under his authority through the Nation Israel, but he has also, through the body of Christ, 
provided a way to restore and reconcile the heavenly places back under his authority. 
 
That is why we are a heavenly people.  That is why our destiny is in the heavens out there.  And that is 
why we have to be oriented to those things.  And that is why we wrestle and struggle against 
principalities, against powers (this spiritual battle) in the heavenly places.  And that is why you and I, 
today, have an impact even out there as we live here.  If you are going to understand that, you need to 
understand how these things are laid out. 
 
In Paul’s Epistles, there is order.  There is governmental structure that is very clearly laid out for you in a 
number of passages.  And Ephesians 6:12 is one of the key ones.  When he talks about principalities, 
powers, mights, dominions, the rulers of the darkness of this world, and spiritual wickedness, he is 
talking about positions of rank and authority in the governmental structure of the universe.  Turn to 
Colossians 1:16 
 
Now, when he says the “the rulers of the darkness of this world”, darkness is a reference to the vehicle 
through which the satanic program operates. 
 
There is a verse I love, Job 38:2 – “Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?”  
Who is this that just shuts out the light by blabbering stuff that doesn't make any sense – human 
viewpoint, tradition, and that stuff.  That is the darkness that we are talking about.  We are not talking 
about turning off the light.  We are talking about spiritual darkness. 
 
Ephesians 5:8 – “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of 
light.”   
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Ephesians 5:11 – “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove 
them.”  
 
Colossians 1:13 – “Who hath delievered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son.” 
 
You are dealing with the vehicle of satanic operation here, where Satan blinds the mind of them that 
believe not.  Do you understand that the satanic host is not a friendly, a wonderfully functioning, a 
smooth running, and a well-oiled sewing machine like Christians sometime think it is.  Satan’s kingdom is 
built on greed, on avarice, and on pride.  It is a kingdom of rebellion.  It is a sinful creation.  And you 
know that sin does not bring peace, does it?   
 
Did you ever hear that song wasted years, wasted years, oh how foolish is to walk on.  Did you ever hear 
that?  That is a great old song.  And that is what you get for sin.  It is a waste of your time.  It is a waste 
of your life.  It is a waste of everything good, and right, and holy, and honorable about you. 
 
And Satan’s kingdom is not one of peace and harmony.  God says, “There is no peace for the wicked 
saith our God” (Isaiah 48:22, Isaiah 57:21).  And that is the truth of it.  And no matter what kind of front 
he puts on, the truth is that there isn’t any.  So, he has all these diplomats going around trying to keep 
things in order, and keep the fighting down.  They are all up there functioning. 
 
Then there is the “spiritual wickedness in high places” in Ephesians 6:12.  Turn back to Isaiah 24 just so 
you understand that when he says, “high places”, he is talking about the heavenly places.  Isaiah 24:21 
 
Looking at scripture with scripture, it is a reference to the spiritual wickedness in the heavens.  And 
spiritual wickedness in high places is just talking about all of those non-commissioned officers out there, 
all the grunts doing the job.  It is referring to all the creatures out there in Satan’s kingdom carrying on 
with his program.  They are just doing the daily tasks – cleaning out the stables, and greasing the 
wheels, and driving the chariots, and feeding the horses, and doing all the rest of the things that have to 
be done.   
 
And then there is one more, and that is “every name that is named”, and that is in Ephesians 1.  And I 
guess that would be the Special Forces.  I don’t know exactly what that is.  It might be the cherubims 
and the seraphims.  Those are angelic creatures that have special functions.  They don’t do everything; 
they have special positions.  There is a special race of angels to carry on a special function.  And maybe 
that is what that is there.  The last two just sort of fill up everybody else.   
 
And that is a power structure.  And if you can understand that thing and get that in your comprehension, 
and study the scripture, and dig out what is there about it, you will understand the issues about what is 
going on in the heavenlies.  You will understand how the heavenlies work and how they function.  And 
more importantly, you will understand something about the way you are destined for in the ages to 
come. 
 
Notice Ephesians 6:12 in light of what we are talking about here.  There is a real struggle.  There is a real 
power structure out there that you are to have an impact upon, and it is not just impacting your 
neighbor.  It is that, but it is more than that.   
 
Ephesians 6:12 – “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”  We wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, and human weaknesses, but we wrestle against this spiritual organization of 
the Adversary.   
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But, you say, “Wait a minute preacher.  I’m not up there; I’m down here.  How can I come into personal 
hand-to-hand combat with creatures that are up yonder, when I am down here?  How can I have an 
impact up there now, when I can’t even get up there?”  The answer to that is that there is a behind-the-
scenes battle going on that you learn about in the word of God that you and I are designed to impact 
upon.  And that is this issue of the angelic conflict.   
 
Do you remember when the Lord, in Job 1:6-8, held court and the angels of God came and appeared 
before him, and Satan came?  Do you remember that?  There is a conflict going on there between the 
Lord, and between Satan, about why Job was serving God.  The Lord said, “Have you considered my 
servant Job?”  The Lord pointed out Job and challenged Satan, (his purpose, and his policy, and his 
program, and his ideas) by saying, “Look at Job!”  And Satan began to accuse Job, and he began to 
accuse God.  And there is a contest going on.  Well, that same kind of contest is operating today. 
 
Do you realize that in your ministry and in my ministry, in your life and my life, on a day by day basis 
there is an impact that you and I have out there in the heavenlies just as Job of old did, only it’s far more 
forceful.  It is far more threatening; it is far more real.  Do you realize there is an observance being made 
of your life on a daily basis, not only by Almighty God, but by the angelic creation itself?  Look at 
Ephesians 3:9-10 

 

 

Ephesians 6:13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand.  

Verse 13 – “Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the 
evil day.”  He comes against you and you are able to stand up and withstand his attack.  
Then verse 13 says, “… and having done all, to stand”.  The next thing he says is (verse 14). 
 
In Ephesians 6:13 Paul starts by saying, “Wherefore.”  In other words, he says, “because of the wiles of 
the devil that you are up against, and because of the tremendous intensity, with which the Adversary 
fights this battle, you need to remember all those terms in verse 12.  You need to remember the 
descriptions in verse 12 are there so you understand the impact that your ministry has on Satan’s 
program.  Your ministry, as a member of the body of Christ, has an impact on Satan’s program and his 
policy so that you remember, and you see, how intensely serious the Adversary is about this.  Just 
because he is tricky does not mean he is flippant about it.   
 
A lot of people are tricky, and clever, but they are never serious about what they are doing.  If Satan’s 
methodology could be something different than the sly, crafty schemes he uses, and if he could 
overcome you, he would.  He can’t do that because of verse 10, which refers to the power of Christ and 
his might.   
 
In other words, that is God’s program and you are a part of that.  In Christ, you are strong and your 
strength and your standing are in that.  Since he can’t overcome you, he tries to trick you into not 
standing in the position that God has given you.  But, that does not mean that he is not serious.  He is 
deadly serious about what he is doing.   
 
Ephesians 6:13 – “Wherefore take unto you the whole armour (all of it) of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.”  Notice the terminology – stand, withstand.   
Verse 12 says, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood.”   

tw://bible.*/?id=18.1.6-18.1.8|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.3.9-49.3.10|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.6.13|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.6.13|_AUTODETECT_|


 
The issue of the whole armour is there in the context of a bunch of verbs and descriptive words that are 
not military terms.  The word “wrestling” in verse 12 is not a military term.  “Standing” and 
“withstanding” are not military terms.  Well, I guess they could be military terms.  But, the issue there is 
about the armour, and yet the terms are not military.  That word “wrestle” is where we get the word 
“gym” (gumnos).  It is the word we get our word “gymnasium” from.  And it is the Greek word for naked.  
That is what the word literally means.  
 
Well, if a guy is naked, does he have on any armour?  “Wrestle not against flesh and blood.”  They 
wrestled in the gym.  The word to describe where they would go wrestle is a word that means “naked”.  
Well, when you wrestle and you are naked, do you have on the armour?  No, you do not have on the 
armour.   
 
Well, what I want you to see is the way he mixes these words together.  Obviously, when he talks about 
the “whole armour of God” he is not talking about a literal, physical, visible set of clothing that you are to 
put on.  He is not talking about getting in a uniform that somebody is going to see.  He is using the 
expression about the armour of God as a figure of speech.  And, he is describing the spiritual armour, the 
doctrinal armour, with which you are to wrap and clothe your soul.  This is a “spiritual” armour.  It is not 
going down and buying some fatigues and getting a certain kind of dress.  It isn’t the way you dress and 
that kind of thing.  It is doctrinal armour on your soul.  It is a spiritual truth, a “spiritual” armour for the 
inner man. 
 
Now look at each of the pieces of the armour – the girdle, the breastplate, the shoes, the shield, and the 
sword.  There are six of them, and each one of them represent the Lord Jesus Christ in some aspect and 
in some facet of who God has made Christ to be for you.   
 
Notice, he says, “take unto you the whole armour of God.”  It is something that you reach out and pick 
up and take.  You put it on.  There is a verse that says, “Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no 
provision for the flesh”.  Do you know that passage?  Look at Romans 13:12-14 
 
Now, in Ephesians 6, you have the whole armour of God.  Verse 11 – “Put on the whole armour of God.”  
Verse 13 – “take unto you the whole armour of God.”  The idea in the armour is the practical 
appropriation of who we are in the Lord Jesus Christ to the details of our lives.  And he is going to 
describe to you areas in your life and in your ministry that you have to be especially careful about, 
because those areas are where the devil is trying to trick you. 
 
There are six areas where the Adversary is going to try to trick you.  And here are the things that are the 
antidotes for his schemes.  Now you are going to find that these six areas cover almost everything. 
Now, six is an incomplete number and the indication is that therefore the warfare is going on in an 
imperfect period of time.  And that is true.  After the body of Christ is raptured and they gain perfection, 
(the perfect body and the mind of Christ perfectly), the war is over then.   
 
When we go out at the rapture, there isn’t any more war for us.  It is finished then.  The war is now!  
The battle is now!  The impact that we gain against the Adversary now will have to do with where we are 
reigning out there in the future.  But, we won’t have to go out there like Israel did and fight and claim 
the land.  We won’t have to do any of that out there.   
 
Ephesians 6:13 – “Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand 
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.”  Notice that issue of “withstanding”.  When you stand, you 
get up.  But, who withstands?  Does the offense or defense withstand?  The defense withstands.  You are 
trying to keep the other guy from getting your territory – football, soccer, whatever sport.  It is the same 
thing here, and it is the same in the military.   
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But, you already have the victory.  Where do you have it?  You have it in Christ.  You don’t have to go 
out and win the victory over sin.  You already have the victory over sin.  All you have to do is appropriate 
it and enjoy it, and apply it to the details of your life by faith.  You don’t have to win the victory over the 
Adversary, because you already have the victory.  But, you have to keep him from dislodging you from 
that position.  You have to understand, positionally, he can’t dislodge you, but he can practically.  And 
that is what this passage is all about.  It is practical applications of the truths into your life.   
 
The word in the passage that lets Satan’s whole ball of tricks out of the bag is that word “withstand”.  
You don’t have to go on the offence.  People say that all these weapons are “defensive”, like there is 
something wrong with that.  Well, hey if you are defending, that means you already got it. 
 
Did you ever play “King of the Mountain”?  Is the guy on top of the mountain the offense or defense?  He 
has it and he is trying to hang on to it.  If you don’t have it, you must have an offensive weapon; but if 
you have it, you don’t need an offensive weapon.  Isn’t that interesting?  You do not need offensive 
armour.  You need defense armour because Satan’s attempt is to try to get you practically in your life to 
live as though your position in Christ is not a reality.  So, always stand in your strong suit. 
 
Continuing in Ephesians 6:13 – “that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day”.  The “evil day” is that 
time when you are being tried, when the wiles are coming at you.  Now, again remember that the wiles 
of the devil come in two plans – Plan A and Plan B.   
 
Gentlemen, we are getting down to the time where I am not going to be talking to you much more in 
class.  We are about through.  And I want you to remember Plan A and Plan B of the Adversary.  
Because, I guarantee you in a few years, if not months, you are going to get out there in the ministry; 
and you are going to be faced with the problems and pressures of life.  And, you will start looking at 
what is going on around you.  And you will have the tendency to look at what you see, and walk by sight, 
and walk on the basis of what you see happening because of all the circumstances and the problems.  
And as soon as you do that, Plan A and Plan B are will be in effect.   
 
The first one he is after is Plan A – to get you to shave the message so you don’t stand in the position, 
and you don’t preach the message, and you aren’t true to it, and you don’t stand right there were you 
are.  He wants you to cut the corners and change the message to suit the time.  He wants you to pay 
attention to personalities, and pay attention to stories, and pay attention to anything but the issue of 
godly edification. 
 
But, if he can’t get you to do that, he will go after you!  Plan B is to discredit the message by discrediting 
the messenger.  And, you have armour for both of those plans. 
 
But, remember the “evil day” is a time when you are especially being attacked and tried.  When it comes 
to that point, you must have the groundwork already laid.  I have said to you time and again, “When the 
waters are calm, when life is smooth, and not complicated and tumultuous, that is when you want to be 
busy boiling up the resources in your life.  That is when you want to be storing up the sound doctrine in 
your heart.  That is when you have the time to do it quietly and thoughtfully. 
 
When the boat is rocking and moving around and you stand up to get a little notebook out of your back 
pocket to read up on what you should be reading up on, you will fall overboard.   
 
Now, some people say that the “evil day” is the tribulation period, and they say that proves that the body 
of Christ will go through the tribulation.  And, you are supposed to put this whole armour on so that 
when the tribulation comes, you can stand against the Antichrist.  Now, someone will try that idea on you 
before it’s over with.  And you better be sure you know why the shoe doesn't fit.   
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Let me show you how you know that the “evil day” in that passage is not the tribulation period.  I have 
had guys use the Ephesians 6:13 passage on me to try to prove that the rapture is post tribulation.  So, 
you need to know what it is.  In Ephesians 6:12 it says, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places”.  Well where are those positions and those creatures at in Ephesians 6:12?  
They are in the high places.  They are in the heavens.  Well, look at Revelation 12:7-12 
 
Do you know where the principalities, and powers, and mights, and rulers of the darkness of this world, 
and spiritual wickedness are in Revelation 12, in the middle of the tribulation?  They are no longer in high 
places.  They are down on the ground.  Well Ephesians 6:12 says they are up there.   
 
In the tribulation those things are cast out of the heavens and down to the earth.  Well, then that is not 
Ephesians 6:12.  When they start taking the mark of the beast in Revelation 13, all of those positions of 
rank and authority that Satan’s been holding in the heavens are lost to him.  God takes him out of there 
and throws him, with all of his cohorts, down on the earth.  They don’t rule the heavens any longer.  God 
Almighty is ruling them.  The kingdom of God is ruling up there. 
 
Do you know how the kingdom of God is going to rule up there?  You are going to be there!  You are 
going to be in those positions up there.  You are going to be rejoicing, and leading creation in rejoicing 
over what God is doing, as he restores the headship and the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ over the 
whole creation. 
 
So, in Ephesians 6:13 the “evil day” obviously is not the tribulation, because in the tribulation this 
passage would not be in effect.  Then what is the “evil day”?  Look back at Ephesians 5:16 
 
Ephesians 6:13 – “Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand 
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.”  You are to endure the length of the evil day.  That is what 
the phrase “having done all, to stand” means.  It means, “just stand there”.  I love that!  You don’t have 
to do anything, but just stand there.  It is all yours.  It is all done for you, and you just  stand in it by 
faith. 

 

 

6:14-20 equipped with the whole armor of God- walk in victory 

Ephesians 6:14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breastplate of righteousness;  

“Stand therefore.”  God wants you to take a stand!  That is the issue today!   
 
The issue is standing and occupying the position that God has given us in Christ.  The issue is to glory in 
the word of God for us and resist every attempt to move us away from our position.  We are to resist 
every attempt to spoil us by tricks, and schemes, and craft, and sleight of hand, and trickery, and stand 
in the position God has given us in Christ.  Just stand in body truth, and do not let any of it go, and do 
not let any of it get away. 
 
People, you have to remember that the method of the Adversary’s attack is to trick the believer.  His 
policy of evil against the body of Christ is that of trickery.  He will try to trick you into not walking by 
faith, not standing in body truth.  And his goal is to cause you not to take your stand, not to stand in the 
position that you have in Christ, not to stand in the blessing that you have in Christ. 
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God has given you this wonderful position in Christ, and if the Adversary can just get you not to act like 
it’s real, it won’t limit him.  It won’t affect him.  It won’t be any problem to him if it is not demonstrated 
to be a reality in your life.   
 
And that is all he is after, and that is all he can do to you.  He can’t take away your forgiveness.  He can’t 
take away the fact that God has predestinated you to the adoption of children.  He can’t take away your 
acceptance in Christ.  He can’t take away the gift of redemption, and forgiveness, and all of the things 
you have in Christ.  But, he can seek to trick you into not believing, not understanding, and not living like 
it is reality.  That’s trickery. 
 
And Paul says that the issue, when you face the Adversary, is not to take a bazooka and blow him up.  It 
is not to go back into the former dispensation and erect a legalistic system of performance.  It is not to 
go into a future dispensation and to try to bring in a perfect social order.  It is just to stand in the 
blessings that God has given you in Christ today, and let them be a demonstrated reality in your life and 
enjoy them.   
 
And, every time you do not stand in the position you have in Christ, and are not strong in the Lord and 
the power of his might, you are not walking by faith.  “Walking by faith” is standing in the position that 
you have in Christ, and being strong in the Lord and the power of his might.  It is not just deciding that 
you want to go do something, and deciding since you want to do, that means God wants it done, and 
then just being determined in it.  Walking by faith is just taking what God said in his word and saying, 
“That’s what is real; that’s what is true; that’s what counts regardless of all the other”.  Roman 5:2 
 
Here is the issue.  Ephesians 6:12-14 – “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of his world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places.  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in 
the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  Stand therefore.”   
 
The issue is standing in your warfare with the Adversary.  The issue is not taking a bazooka and blowing 
his head off or taking some M-88s and mowing him down.  The issue is just standing in the truth that 
God has for the body of Christ – the preaching of Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery.  
You are to take your stand there and hold the ground that God has given you.   
 
You are standing and you are withstanding.  And when the satanic attack comes, you do not give any 
ground to him.  You hold all the ground that God has given you, all the blessings that God has given you 
in Christ, all the completeness that he has given you.  You hold on to that, and you do not let any of it 
slip.  And you are not moving away from it, but you are strong in the Lord and in the power of his might.  
 
You are not made strong by the Lord, rather you are strong in the Lord.  You are standing in him and the 
complete position that he has given you in Christ.  You are taking those things, and you are putting those 
doctrines on as armour.  There is a spiritual armour of doctrine that you encase your life in, and your soul 
in, so that you can withstand and so that you can stand in the position God has given you.   
 
Verse 14 – “Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth” (now, that is armour piece number 
one) and having on the breastplate of righteousness” (which is armour piece number two).  The verse 
says, “having your loins girt about with truth”.  A girdle is not like that thing your wife wears.  A girdle is 
another way of saying “a belt”.  Acts 21:11 
 
Ephesians 6:14 – “your loins girt about with truth”.  The illustration there is the illustration of the role 
that truth is to play in the life of the soldier. 
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Listen gentlemen, truth is what Satan is going to attack.  That is what he is after.  It is Plan A.  And the 
girdle is to take care of Satan’s Plan A.  Your life is to be under the control, and bound up, and folded 
under, and tucked under, and cinched down by the truth.   
He has already used this word “truth” before so there is no question about what he is referring to.  
Ephesians 1:13 is talking about Christ – “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation”.  The word of truth is the gospel of their salvation. 
 
Where did you ever hear that expression “the word of truth” before?  2 Timothy 2:15 – “Study to shew 
thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth”.  The issue in the “word of truth” has to do with the word of God rightly divided – the gospel of 
your salvation. 
 
When Paul says, “girt about with truth”, he is talking about a special kind of truth – truth for today.  And 
you are to have your life all tied down and tucked in with truth for today.  You have to know what is 
going on, and what it means to be a member of the body of Christ, and be in a constant state of 
readiness to stand in that truth, and not be pulled away and drawn away and deceived.  You have to be 
always ready with the truth.  You are to know the truth and stand in the truth.  Be aware of it! 
 
The girdle is an illustration of the role of truth, the truth for today in the life of the believer and how it is 
to affect and impact your life.  It is the thing that is to hold your life together, and give you the strength 
and the freedom to overcome Satan’s Plan A of causing you to depart from the message and not stand in 
body truth.  “Having your loins girt about with truth” is knowing what God is doing, and knowing what 
the truth for today is, and having your life under its control.   
 
Continuing in Ephesians 6:14 – “and having on the breastplate of righteousness”.  Now the breastplate 
covers the upper part of your body and it goes down to your thighs.  We would say that it covers the 
trunk of your body.  It was designed to cover front and back.  They call it a breastplate, but it also had a 
back panel to it.  It was hinged on the shoulders, and it would open up and slip down over your head, 
and your arms would go out the holes.  Then it would be cinched together on the side.  You can see 
pictures of them in different books.  A breastplate was designed to cover from the neck down to the 
thighs.  It was to cover up your vital organs.  They were made of all different kinds of things but we don’t 
have time to get into all of that.  You can find out about those things.   
 
But it is “the breastplate of righteousness”.  What kind of righteousness is this?  There are three kinds of 
righteousness that it could be.  Number one, it could be your own personal righteousness, your self-
righteousness.  Well, you know you are not to put on self-righteousness.  In Philippians 3:9 he says, “And 
be found in him, not having mine own righteousness.”  So, you know it is not self-righteousness.   
 
Well, then it could be imputed righteousness, justification, where you are declared righteous before God, 
made the righteousness of God in him.  Well is it imputed righteousness?  I do not think it is that either 
because imputed righteousness is the gift of God that you receive at the moment that you trust Christ as 
your Saviour.  But, you are not in Ephesians 1.  You are in Ephesians 6.  Paul is not talking to lost people 
here, but he is talking to saved people.  In verse 10, he calls them “my brethren”.  (I know the new 
bibles leave that out, but your bible doesn't.)  You are not discussing here something that is to be 
received as a free gift.  It is something that you are to put on.   
 
Twice, once in verse 11, and once in verse 13, it says that you are to “put it on”.  You are to take it!  
Well, you don’t do that with imputed righteousness.  You receive imputed righteousness as a free gift.  
So, I don’t think it is imputed righteousness. 
 
There is a third type of righteousness, and I think this is it.  It is practical righteousness, which is the 
production of good works in the life of a believer.  That is practical, personal righteousness.  It would be 
Ephesians 2:10 – “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
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before ordained that we should walk in them”.  Ephesians 4:24 – “And that ye put on the new man, 
which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”   
 
The breastplate of righteousness is something that you are capable of putting on. In other words, this is 
a righteousness that you as a believer can put on in your life.  I would take that to be the same thing as 
putting on the new man – putting on a life of good works, a life of holiness, a life of righteousness.  It 
would simply be the expression of the righteousness of Christ. 
 
Why can you do good works?  Is it any goodness on your part?  No!  If you do good works, it is because 
you are God’s workmanship doing the thing that God ordained that you should do.  Philippians 1:11 

 

Ephesians 6:15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace;  

Do you see what that says?  Your feet are shod with what?  With the preparation of the gospel of peace.  

That is a different gospel of peace than what is in Romans 10.  It is a different gospel of peace than what 
was proclaimed to Israel in early Acts.  And folks, if you don't rightly divide the Word of God, you are 
never going to get that; and you are going to wind up with your neck broke spiritually.   
 
I have told you people over and over again that if you want to not believe the mystery, there are verses 
in the Bible that will help you not believe it.  If you don't want to believe the truth, you can be confused 
all your life, and you can go to hell, or you can have a bonfire at the judgment seat of Christ—either 
one—quoting Scripture.  And if you can't read the context of those passages, and know what is being 
said, and notice the difference between the two, you are going to wind up with a bonfire at the judgment 
seat; because you are going to go back to early Acts, and pick that message up, and try to preach it in 
the dispensation of grace, and not see the distinction.  Notice the peace that he is talking about in 
Ephesians.  Go back to chapter 2:11-17.  Do you see peace there?  Ephesians 2:11-17 
 
Now, there is one other one that I was going to look at in this lesson.  It is the gospel of peace 
(Ephesians 6:15, Isaiah 57).  Eph 6:15 talks about the gospel of peace, a reference back there to Isaiah.   
The gospel of peace as Paul preached it, is different from the gospel of peace that is preached in 
prophecy.  In prophecy what kind of peace is it?  It is earthly, universal, worldwide peace on earth.  In 
Paul, it is individual and corporate spiritual peace with God and between Jew and Gentile in one body.  
We have peace with God, and he’s made peace through the blood of the cross.  He is our peace 
(Ephesians 2). 
 
This is my point – you have to keep the applications straight.  And if you do not, there is going to be 
absolutely hopeless confusion when you go out and proclaim the gospel.  Because you are going to go 
out here and proclaim the gospel of Christ, the gospel of the uncircumcision, the gospel of grace, and 
people are going to take this information and go over there and do just what happened at Galatia.  You 
have to be sure you keep the distinctions.   
 
I want you to understand all of this.  I went over this quickly because I know you understand the issues 
that were involved with it.  But I want you once again to grasp the necessity of maintaining the integrity 
of the gospel of grace, dispensationally from the other messages.  And the first level of this great 
confusion is going to be in the minds of people – a dispensational confusion.  It will be where they do not 
distinguish between three categories of gospel messages.   
 
Ephesians 6:15 – “And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.”   
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Now, your feet are to be shod (have on some shoes) for protection and stability.  You have to understand 
that it is not like my Hush Puppies.  Have you ever played golf?  Can you imagine a guy playing golf, or 
football, or baseball, or soccer in a pair of Hush Puppies?  You need shoes prepared in those games so 
you don’t slip and slide around.  So, they wear cleats in them.   
 
Now, a Roman soldier had shoes with cleats in the bottom – nails stuck out of them.  And Paul is saying 
to have “your feet shod” meaning “get in a stance and have your feet nailed down”.  You want to have 
your life nailed down in the preparation of the gospel of peace so you are not slipping and sliding around. 
 
When Satan comes and attacks you, and tries to intimidate you, and tries to make you think God doesn't 
love you anymore, you want to have your life nailed down in the gospel of peace.  When Satan tries to 
convince you that God has forgotten about you, and the heavens are brass, and that you walk by sight, 
you want to have your life nailed down in the gospel of peace.  You want to have your life nailed down to 
that objective demonstration of the love of God to you. 
 
How many times have I said this to you?  God’s value and esteem for you is not tied to your bank 
account, to your love life, to your job, to how people are responding to the way you preach.  It is tied to 
one thing, and that it the cross – an historic demonstration where God demonstrated his love, when 
Christ died and was buried and rose again for you.  That is an objective demonstration. 
 
And you want to have your life nailed down in that so that when the blows, and the wind, and the cold 
blast comes, you know God still loves you.  When the furnace blast comes and scourges you, you can 
always get right over there under the cleft of the rock and say, “I know God’s love for me.  It don’t 
matter what the circumstances are, I know how much he values me and how much he esteems me.” 
 
Notice, it is your “feet shod with the preparation of the gospel”.  That is not the proclamation, but the 
preparation.  Many people, in an evangelistic sense, use that verse.  You have your feet shod and you 
are ready to go out and witness.  But that is not what the verse says.   
It is preparation, not proclamation.  It is 2 Timothy 2:15.  It is to be prepared wherever your feet take 
you, to be able to stand in the objective demonstration of God’s love.  It is protection for you no matter 
where you go.  Every step that you take is stable because you know about that gospel of peace.  You 
know the word of God rightly divided.  You know what God is doing today, and you know God’s value 
and esteem for you so you have the peace of God that passeth all understanding.  And that is protection 
against Satan’s attempts.  The preparation prepares you against his attempts to dilute the truth, 
adulterate the truth, or to intimidate you.    

 

Ephesians 6:16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall 
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.  

Now, we stopped at a good place because the next three items are different from the first three.  And 
Paul signals that by the words in Ephesians 6:16 – “Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye 
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.”  When he says “above all”, he is not saying, 
“Now this is more important than the other three”.  He is saying, “On top of all of this, or beyond this”.  
They are not more important, but there are some special things about the shield of faith, the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the Spirit. 
 
The first three (the girdle of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, and the shoes) are things that you 
wear.  You put on the girdle, and you put on the breastplate, and you put on the shoes, and you tie them 
onto yourself.  It is a chore to get the boots on, and it is a chore to get the breastplate on, and the belt is 
under all of that.  So, you wear the first three of them.  The shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and 
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the sword of the Spirit are things that you do not wear.  They are not part of your dress.  The first three 
are difficult to put on.  It takes time. 
   
The second three are easy to pick up.  It is easy to pick up the shield of faith.  It is easy to pull out the 
sword of the Spirit.  It is easy to put on the helmet.  So, there is a basic difference in the kind of 
instrument that you are dealing with here.   
 
The first three deal with long range protection.  You always have them on.  You always have your life 
under the control of the truth.  You always have a life of good works, and you always have your feet 
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.  This is something that you can’t just do and not do.  
You can’t turn it on and turn it off.  You can’t quickly do it and quickly not do it.  It won’t work. 
 
But, a life of good works can’t be sporadic.  It has to be consistent all along because you have to get a 
reputation, a pattern of good works.  It is the same with the truth.  You can’t be on one day and off the 
next.  That is total inconsistency.  It is the same with the shoes and the preparation of the gospel of 
peace.  That stability has to be there – long range.   
 
Now, the shield of faith, the sword of the Spirit, and the helmet of salvation are different.  They are more 
immediate things.  When the immediate problem arises, here is something to reach out and get to 
protect yourself with.  They are not the long-range things, but they are more for the immediate kind of 
things.   
 
Notice the first one – the shield of faith.  Verse 16 says, “taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench (put out) all the fiery darts of the wicked”.  The shield of faith was shaped like a door.  It 
was about 4 ½ x 2 ½.  It was shaped like a door and it had a handle on it, and you picked the thing up.  
It was a shield, and you put the thing down on the ground and held it up, and hid behind it when the 
arrows came in.  That is the biggest thing that they did with it.  It was not the little round job that fit on 
the wrist.  It was a big thing, so that when the arrows were shot, you could put the thing down and hide 
behind it.   
 
In fact, a whole row of soldiers could hook them together, buckle them together, and make a wall and 
hide behind the wall.  It gave great protection.  It was a great buffer, and a shield.  Its purpose was to 
“quench all the fiery darts of the wicked”.  Now, you want to understand what the fiery darts are.  A dart 
is something that is very small.  It is a little thing.  If you go out and see a Boeing 707 coming at you, 
you can spot that dude a long way off.  But, a little dart is not spotted very easily.  It is the difference 
between an intercontinental ballistic missile and a stingray, or the cruise missile or something like that. 
 
I was at the White House a couple of weeks ago, and I was talking to a Secret Service man.  And I told 
him, “When the President lands in that helicopter and takes off in the helicopter, I get nervous when I 
think about all the terrorists.”  The point with the dart is that it is just a little hand held thing.  It is 
something that can come quickly and is not very easily detected.  It comes suddenly.   
 
Have you ever noticed how much faster small things seem to move than large things?  You go out and 
see one of these big planes flying slowly through the sky.  And a little bitty job looks like he can really go.  
Well, he needs to move so much faster just to get the same distance as the big one.  And yet, both of 
them are going 200 mph. 
 
I walked around New York City one time with a pastor and his legs are about five-foot long.  And he 
would take one step and I would take three.  And he was walking about as fast as he could go, and I was 
almost jogging.  Well, I looked like I was really moving fast, and he looked like he was just strolling 
along.  But the bigger guy did not have to move his legs quite as many times because he moves them 
farther. 
 



Well, the little dart will sting you quick – float like a butterfly, sting like a bee.  That is what these things 
do.  You get the idea – they are darts.  And the word dart is used there to indicate that they are small.  
They are things that come in suddenly.  It is hard to detect them.  They come in suddenly without any 
warning.  You are going along and bang, bang, bang.  These things begin to rain down on you.   
 
And you say, “Where did that come from?  What is this?”  Well, then what do you do?  You put up the 
shield of faith.  That is the idea.  Notice the fiery darts of the wicked one in 1 Timothy 4:1-2. 

 

 

Ephesians 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God:  

Do you know what the “sword” is?  The sword is the business end of the Spirit.  The sword is the thing 
that gets the business done – it is the active working business end of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Ephesians 6:17 – “And take the helmet of salvation.”  Now, the helmet was the protection for the most 
vital part of your body.  You can do without any other part of your body except your head.  They can cut 
your toes off, or cut your legs off, or cut your arms off; but if they cut your head off, the battle is over.  
So, you have a helmet to take care of that most vital part of your body.   
 
Now, the helmet is the helmet of salvation.  The most critical thing in your ministry, and in your stand 
against the Adversary, is going to be your mental attitude.  You mental attitude is the most important 
thing.  You will make it or break it on your mental attitude. 
 
Now that salvation in verse 17 is not initial salvation.  It is not “the helmet of getting saved”.  You already 
are saved.  It is a different kind of salvation.  
 
We learned early on that salvation is in three tenses. 
 
Past Tense.  I was saved from hell by the blood of Christ, which is the penalty for sin.  (Doctrine of 
justification) 
Present Tense.  I am now being saved from the power of sin through the life of Christ.  (Doctrine of 
sanctification) 
Future Tense.  I shall be saved from the presence of sin through the coming of Christ.  (Doctrine of 
glorification) 
 
Now, 1 Thessalonians 5:8 
 
You have come now, in Ephesians, to the place where you thoroughly should understand all of the 
wonderful things God is going to do with the body of Christ throughout all the ages.  And that 
understanding can keep your mental attitude where it should be.  2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 
 
Continuing in Ephesians 6:17 – “and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”  Now that is the 
sixth piece of armour – the sword of the Spirit.   
 
Now, the sword is both an offensive and defensive weapon.  The word “sword” here is “machaira”.  It is 
the word for dagger.  It is the sword that we would call, in our military terms, “a bayonet”.  It is a small 
sword.  It is not the big long thing that you see them jumping over the tables and sword fighting with.  It 
is a little hand job, a little bayonet kind of thing.  It is a very precise weapon, and it is a very effective 
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weapon used for hand-to-hand combat.  And when you deal with this sword, you are dealing with a guy 
who is going to get a hand on you.  And you are going to get a hand on him, and you will have the sword 
in the other hand – that knife.  You stick it and turn it a quarter and pull.  It is that kind of a dagger, or 
weapon. 
 
And of course, the sword of the Spirit is the word of God.  Now that is a great definition.  When I hear 
that expression (the sword of the Spirit), I think of an old southern expression called “the business end of 
the stick”.  Have you ever heard that?   
 
When I was a kid, my uncle used to come up and grab my arm and say, “I’m going to jerk your arm off 
and beat you to death with the bloody end of it”.  (What a way to encourage a kid.)  But he was talking 
about jerking your arm off and whopping you in the head “with the business end of it”, meaning I will get 
the job done with that part. 
 
Well, when he talks about the sword of the Spirit, he is talking about the business end of the Spirit.  The 
thing that the Spirit of God uses, the instrument that the Spirit uses, to accomplish his work in our lives is 
the sword of the Spirit – the word of God. 
 
You want to write down Hebrews 4:12 by that verse and be familiar with that.  “For the word of God is 
quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword.”  It is twoedged; it cuts both ways.  It is life 
unto life to the saved, and death unto death to the lost (2 Corinthians 2:15-16).  1 Thessalonians 2:13 
 
There is but one way to handle the antichrist and have victory over him and the devil, and that is with 
the sword of the one that made him.  Well, who made him?  God made him.  Then, if you can find out 
what God’s sword is, you have the source of victory, don’t you?  And that is exactly what you have in 
Ephesians 6:17 – “the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”  That is the source of victory, and 
the Spirit of God uses the sword of the Spirit to defeat the Adversary.  It is the sword of the Spirit that is 
your defensive weapon against him, as well as your offensive weapon in your service for the Lord.  So, 
the sword of the Spirit is the word of God.   

 

Ephesians 6:18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication 
for all saints; (attitude of heart) 

Paul is asking them to pray that he have the spiritual boldness, the power, in his preaching that ought to 

be there - the open mouth of boldness.   
 
Now, when you pray, you’ll have others praying for you and for your preaching.  We meet regularly at 
church before the meeting and pray for the meeting.  That’s not just a ritualistic exercise where the folks 
get together just so everybody gets in one room and can march up to the front together.  You’ll notice 
that in our church, we don’t all march up to the front together.  We look like a bunch of straggling sheep 
trying to get up there.  Half the time I don’t get up there until after the doxology. 

 
But we need to pray, and the reason we do it is because of a passage like that (Eph. 6:18-20).  There are 
other people in the congregation who pray, and you need to pray because it’s a source of real power 
when you pray that this service will be really special.  “We’re not just going to church again today, Lord, 
but we need something special.  May this be a really special time,” and expect it to be.  Do you know 
what you’ll get?  You’ll get to see God’s Spirit take His word and work in the hearts of people and begin 
to change people.  They begin to get a taste of it, and they begin to like it, you see.  It begins to be 
something they want more of.   
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So prayer as a spiritual exercise in your preaching 1) sets the mood for the group.  It’s important for you; 
it’s important that you understand how to do it - how to conduct yourself in it.  2) Make it a habit.  Do it 
regularly before you preach.  3) Make it short and to the point about what you’re preaching.  It doesn’t 
have to be more than two or three seconds.  It shouldn’t be more than thirty seconds long.  Don’t take all 
day; you’re there to preach.  And 4) make it at the appropriate spot, at the beginning, so that it fits in 
the right place and gets people set for what’s going on.   
 
Now, let me show you a verse.  Go back to Second Samuel, Chapter 10.  I’ll just share with you 
something out of my own personal, individual, private, subjective way of doing things.  I’m not 
recommending that you do this; I’m just telling you something that I do.  I’ll bare my soul for you in a 
very dangerous manner.  I have for many years been in the habit of praying.  I pray constantly about 
preaching.  For example, on a Sunday morning we sing a song just before the message, the choir goes 
down, and if there’s a special there will be special music then.  While all that is going on (sometimes even 
when I’m singing the final song) I’m praying and anticipating what’s going to be going on in the 
preaching.  There’s a verse here, Verse 12, that generally, almost without exception, is my prayer.  
Notice Verse 9, where it says,  2 Samuel 10:9-12 
 
There is a supernatural operation of God the Holy Spirit when you and I pray.  Paul calls it (in Ephesians 
6:18) “praying in the Spirit”, which is praying in unison with what the Spirit of God is doing today.  The 
only way to pray in unison with what the Spirit of God is doing is to know what he is doing.  Therefore 
you take the word of God, and you rightly divide the word, and you find out what God is doing, and then 
you pray.  And your prayers are in line with that.   
 
Now you do not know how you should pray in every given situation in your life.  You come across 
stimulus in life – situations, circumstances, problems, difficulties, joys, blessings, decisions that you have 
to make and so forth.  And you do not necessarily know how to pray.  You look at them, and you cannot 
always know how God can best be glorified in those situations.  So you pray about them, and you think 
about them.   
 
Prayer simply means “to think about, to talk to God about it.”  You begin to talk these things over with 
God.  You begin to verbalize, and think, and work through the things in your mind (before the Lord).  
And as you do that, one of the supernatural ministries of God the Holy Spirit is to take your thinking 
(your prayer life) and to conform it (to enlighten it, to teach it, and to instruct it).  And as you begin to 
think, do you know what happens?  You begin to pray.  And you do not know what to pray. 
 
And listen, you do not always pray right, do you?  We do not always pray right because of our limitations, 
and because of our lusts (our own personal desires and things we want).  We all too often focus on the 
wrong issues.  We all too often are blind to what we should see.  And so what do you do when you do 
that?  You pray an old, dumb, stupid, ignorant prayer.   
 
Do you have to be embarrassed, and hang your head?  No you do not have to be hesitant to come right 
into the presence of God.  God Almighty wants you to tell him everything that is on your mind and 
everything that is on your heart.  He says, “Be prayerful about everything.”  Come and verbalize 
everything that is in your mind to me.   
 
You have absolute, complete, total access to him by faith into this grace wherein you stand.  He does not 
put you out even when you come with dumb prayers.  Now you need to remember that, because prayer 
produces motivation to function properly.  And that happens when you come and you think the thing 
through before the Lord - you begin to talk to the Lord about situations and decisions.   
 
Number one, prayer produces the motivation for you to function properly.  That is a supernatural function 
of prayer in your life.  Turn back to Colossians 1:9-10 
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Verse 18 says, “Praying always.”  The parallel passage in Colossians 4:2 says, “Continue in prayer, and 
watch in the same with thanksgiving.”  When you watch that means you keep your eyes open.  You keep 
on praying while you watch what is going on.  Colossians 4:12 
 
Ephesians 6:18 – “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.”  By the way, prayer and 
the word of God always go together.  Can I show you an example of that in the Old Testament?  It is in 
Exodus 17:1-16. 
 
Now go back to Ephesians 6:18 and notice how prayer works.  Notice the mechanics about prayer.  
“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.”  It is important that you understand that 
prayer is “in the Spirit”.  Now, if you do not pray in the Spirit, your prayer life is going to wind up being 
selfish and self-centered.  You will be praying what you want to pray.  But, if you pray in the Spirit, God 
the Holy Spirit produces the prayer. 
 
You see, praying is totally a work of the Holy Spirit that is affected in the believer’s heart through the 
word of God.  Let me say that again.  Prayer is entirely (totally) a work of God the Holy Spirit which is 
affected in the heart of the believer through the word of God.  God the Holy Spirit motivates the believer 
to pray.  He prays in the Spirit, because of the production of the Spirit of God in his life.  Hence there is 
the enhancement of the doctrine. 
 
Turn to Romans 8 and notice the mechanics of praying in the Spirit.  Let me say to you again, we are 
going through this too quickly!  I would recommend to you very strongly that you get the tapes that I am 
doing.  In fact I am doing them right now, and by the time the men watch the video, they will be ready – 
the tapes on prayer.  They are about studying the mechanics of how prayer operates today.  I just 
almost demand of you that you get them because they are hours and hours of study about that, and you 
need to get this stuff clearly established in your mind.  Romans 8:26 
 

 

 

Ephesians 6:19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I 
may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel,  

Notice that he is talking about their prayer and supplication in the Spirit.  Praying in the Spirit is not 
speaking in tongues or something like that.   Praying in the Spirit has to do with praying in line with what 
the Holy Spirit is praying.   You pray, but you don't know what to pray for as you ought, so the Spirit of 
God comes along and helps.  He knows what God is doing.  You don't know how God can best be 
glorified in every given situation in your life, but the Holy Spirit does.  So you sit down, and you pray for 
this, and you say:  “But Lord, I don't know what is best.  This is what I see, but nevertheless not my will 
but thine be done.”   
 
You have acknowledged your situation.  The Holy Spirit is praying with groanings that cannot be 
uttered—that you can't express.  He is praying the right thing.  He knows what God the Father wants you 
to be doing down here, what He put you in the body for.  So as you begin to pray in line with what you 
know the Holy Spirit is doing, He, the Holy Spirit, begins to adjust your prayer life to bring about in you 
synchronization between what you are praying and what He wants you to pray.   That is an active 
ministry that the Spirit of God performs in your life.    
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He doesn't come into the back of your head and say, “Psst, psst, psst, pray this instead of that.”  That is 
not how He operates.  You know how He does it—through the Word.  He does it through that capacity 
that you build up with sound doctrine in your soul—that discernment.   You are no longer under tutors 
and governors having somebody tell you what to do.  Now you are an adult son, and what is an adult son 
supposed to do?   An adult son is supposed to be able to make his own decisions, make his own choices, 
to discern for himself what the will of God is in a given situation, and operate on the basis of it.    
 
So as you pray for this and it does not materialize, what do you do?   Do you get all mad and toss to and 
fro and say:  “Well, God forsook me”?   No, you know how to choose the good, the better, and the best—
the good, the acceptable, and the perfect will of God in your life; because you have had your agape love 
abound more and more in all wisdom and judgment, so that you can approve things that are excellent.    
 
As you exercise that sonship privilege of discernment, living consistent with your position, not living in 
sin, not under sin's authority, not living under the law, not living in the flesh, but living in grace; then you 
begin to take these details in life and know how to handle them.  That is praying in the Spirit.  That is 
having God the Holy Spirit active in your prayer life.  That is how prayer operates today.   It is that 
helpful ministry that the Spirit of God has with us as we operate on the basis of our sonship privilege, as 
we store up that doctrine.    
 
This is another one of these details that Paul is laying out for you in order to lay that foundation, so that 
you can operate successfully on the earth right now, as a child of God—a son of God.  One of the assets 
that God has given you, one of the operative functional assets that you have, is this activity of the Holy 
Spirit whereby He increases that discernment ability that you have.  One of the ways that that thing helps 
and works is by His helpful prayer ministry and support in your life.    
 
As you do all that, (verse 28), as you are praying, the Holy Spirit is working, and the Holy Spirit has that 
helpful work of making your experience match your position.  It is the Holy Spirit's job to make your 
position a reality in your life.  You don't have to do that.  That is what God the Holy Spirit is there to do—
that is His function.  You don't have to work it up, He produces it as you walk in the light of who you are 
in Christ. 
 
The issue there is “courage” to witness.  Paul says, “Pray for me that I might have boldness, that I might 
speak boldly as I ought to speak.”  He says, “Pray for courage to witness.”   
 
Ephesians 6:19 – “And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, 
to make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in bonds.”   
 
Here is a guy in jail; he is a prisoner; he is bound with chains as it were, and he praises God for God’s 
ability to do great things exceeding abundantly above all that he ask or thought about God doing for 
these Ephesian people.  He is asking this God who can do all these things, and he is praising this God 
who has all this power; and yet he is in jail, bound with a chain, and hindered in his ministry.  Well, 
where in the world was the power on display in Paul’s life?   
 
The average idea that most Christians have is that the way you demonstrate the power of God is you go 
down over here and you pray and ask God to heal somebody, and God makes them well, right?  And that 
is God’s blessing being demonstrated, right?   
 
We pray Oh God, open this door.  And the door miraculously opens up for the missionary, and that is 
God’s power being demonstrated, and we hear it heralded from the housetops about God working, right?   
Well, where did Paul see it work?  He said, “Unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, in everybody’s case but mine because I’m a poor guy in jail.”  Do you know where 
the power was being displayed?  Look at the last two words in verse 20.  Where was the power being 
displayed in Paul’s case?  It was being displayed in Paul.  
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Now, in Ephesians 6:19, Paul says, “Pray for me.”  Why?  “And for me, that utterance may be given unto 
me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, For which I am an 
ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.” 
 
We don’t have time to talk about all of that.  We have discussed it before, and you have studied what the 
mystery of the gospel is when you went through Things That Differ.  But, what he is doing here is 
praying for power.  Satan’s Plan B is designed to make the messenger clam up, and shut up, and not 
preach.  He wants to intimidate him into silence.  Paul says, “Pray for me, so that won’t be true!”   
 
You see, the greatest weapon against Satan’s Plan B is prayer, praying in the Spirit.  That is the greatest 
weapon you have, and Paul knew it.  Turn to 1 Thessalonians 3 and let me show you how that boldness 
comes about as the result of their praying.  Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica because he was 
worried about him.  1 Thessalonians 3:6-9  
 
 

 

 

Ephesians 6:20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I 
may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.  

What does Paul say about himself?  He says, here in Ephesians 6:19-20: 
 
And for me [That is, pray for me, that what may be given unto me?] that utterance may be given unto 
me, . . .[Oh, I should be constantly talking about these things!  And this was at a time when it was hard.  
People were staying away from him when he wrote these prison epistles. 
  
 Epaphroditus and his family were the great exception, and they didn’t dare be seen associated with Paul, 
lest they be charged with the same “offenses” that he finally gave his head for.  But he says, Pray for me 
. . . that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery [Of what? The body?  No, no!] of the 
gospel. 
 
For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 
He prays for boldness to preach this message again.  Isn’t it interesting that when Paul writes to 
Timothy, he doesn’t say, Now, Timothy, maybe ‘I’ve gotten a little too intense.  Maybe I’ve harped on 
one subject a little too much.  Try to make your ministry well rounded - bring other things into it. 
 
No, no!  He tells Timothy to go on just like he’s been doing.  He says, I’ve been your example.  Now 
follow that example and continue.   
 
In Colossians, you see it again, in the fourth chapter, the third verse:  Colossians 4:3 
 
Now there he tells you the burden of his message: He is speaking as a representative of Christ, and the 
message that he proclaims is the mystery of the gospel.   
 
Ephesians 6:20 – “For which I am an ambassador in bonds.”  He is in chains for the message that he is 
preaching, for the sake of that message.   
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He is bound, and yet he can preach.  Isn’t that what we read in Acts 28:16, 30-31?  He is in his own 
hired house preaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ – the kingdom of God and so forth.  
And yet, he is under house arrest.  So, it seems like Ephesians would be written during the Acts 28 
imprisonment, from Rome, at the close of the book of Acts.  Do you see why I say that? 
 
Now, why is it important that the book of Ephesians is written at the close of the book of Acts?  Why is it 
important that the Prison Epistles are written at the end of the book of Acts?  What difference does it 
make?  What if they were written in Acts 20?  Would that make a difference?  1 Corinthians 13:8-10  
 
Ephesians 6:20 says: “that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.”  The idea, and the issue, is 
clarity – a clear presentation and the ability to be sensitive to the person you are communicating to, so 
that you get the message across to them.   
Do you know how much I talked to you in the Preparation and Delivery Class about getting the message 
across?  Well, that is the issue here.  And that power and ability works in you (that capacity in you) to 
communicate that message.  Paul says, “That is what you are praying about.” 
 
You want to pray for “all men” because God wants them saved.  And if they are going to get saved, they 
have to hear the gospel.  Then you have to get out there and preach it to them.  There has to be 
opportunities to witness.  There has to be some courage to go get the job done.  And then there has to 
be clarity and faithfulness in preaching the message.  I will give you an illustration.  Turn to Romans 
15:30-32. 
 
Now we are going to come back to that passage, but I want you to see the issue of “power” and 
“boldness.”  He said, “I want to have a mental attitude of confidence and power in my preaching.”   
 
Listen gentlemen, God has given you the mental attitude of power (of adequacy) capable to handle 
whatever comes.  Then there is the mental attitude of love.  And that again is agapé love.  That is grace 
motivation.  What is the motivation for your ministry?  When you understand the proper motivation, and 
you value and esteem the proper things in the ministry, you will not to be intimidated.  You will not feel 
inadequate.  You will not just decide that you are going to quit.  You read books and listen to preachers 
today, and the idea is the way success is gained and is measured in the ministry is the way the world 
measures success.  And this is one of the most difficult things you will face, in your ministry.  
  
How does the man that does not know what is going on in the spiritual world measure godliness?  Do 
you remember 1Timothy 6 – supposing that gain is godliness?  That is bigger crowds, enthusiastic 
crowds, big buildings, and big bank accounts (going ahead, and going ahead).  What is that?  That is a 
sure sign that God is in it, right?   
 
Well it wasn’t a sign at Thessalonica, was it?  It was just the opposite at Thessalonica.  The enemy had 
the upper hand, and the people doing right were on the bottom.  And yet when they were on the bottom 
for doing right, they had the mental attitude of power and of love.  They knew what God valued and 
esteemed, and they were not intimidated by all the other view points and mental attitudes of the world.  
It is real important that you understand, and grasp, and maintain that grace motivation in your ministry.   
 
And then there is that spirit of a sound mind.  That just means “clear thinking.”  You can think wisely – 
the ability to use your mind accurately.  You are able to use the knowledge that you have from the word 
of God accurately and precisely.   
 
Now, you need to know what is going on to be able to properly evaluate the work of the ministry on the 
proper basis.  The proper basis is sound doctrine.  And if you have sound doctrine, and you make an 
evaluation on the basis of proper doctrine, you will have a sound mind.  And thus, you do not get 
discouraged, or disillusioned.  And you do not wind up quitting when you shouldn’t. 
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Most of the time you try to evaluate what is going on, on the basis of what “so and so” is doing or not 
doing.  (Most of the time it will be “not doing.”).  And that is not the way to do it.  Do you discern the will 
of God on the basis of circumstances?   
 
Now I have been telling you about all that stuff all along, and the chickens are beginning to come home 
to roost.  And, when you get out in the ministry, you are going to face this.  Outside of becoming “foolish 
Galatians” (slow minded, not paying careful attention to the doctrine) the biggest opposition you are 
going to have is the mental attitude problem.  You will get discouraged, and despondent, and intimidated 
by circumstances.  You will be cast down, and depressed, and discouraged.  And you will think things are 
not going the way “I” want them to go.  How many times has a preacher said that to me in the last 12 
months?  How many times have I said it in the past 20+ years of preaching?   
 
And do you know what that is?  That is having the spirit of fear, that is being Paul in 2 Corinthians 7, and 
that is being Timothy in 2 Timothy.  And Paul said, “It is coming, but Timothy your ministry has just 
about died out over here.  Your ministry hit a low point, and the reason it hit that low point is because 
you are not operating on the mental attitude of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.  You are not 
using your head.  You are not thinking properly about what is going on.  2 Timothy 1:8 
 
Now, Ephesians 6:18-20 – “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; And for me, that utterance may be given 
unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, For which I am an 
ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.”  The issue in those verses is 
prayer.  And he says, “Praying always with all prayer”.   
 
There are four “alls” in that passage that you need to notice.  ”All prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.”  First you have the “all” for all 
sorts of prayer, and then you are going to pray at all seasons.  Then you are going to pray for all the 
saints and then you are going to pray with steadfastness.  Prayer is the energizer that enables the soldier 
to wear the armour and to wield the sword.  Notice as soon as Paul mentioned the sword of the Spirit, 
the next thing is prayer. 
 
Now, Bunyan, in his book Pilgrim’s Progress, calls prayer the seventh weapon.  But, I don’t believe it is a 
weapon.  The armour is those six things, that doctrinal armour for your soul.  And, prayer is the thing 
that gives the energy to the soldier to wear those six pieces of equipment.  In other words, you need to 
have energy.  You need to have something that motivates you and enhances your life so that you’ll put 
on the belt of truth, put on the breastplate of righteousness, put on the shoes, take up the shield, put on 
the helmet, and carry the sword.  And the thing that energizes the soldier so that he can wear, and will 
wear, the armour is prayer.   
 
Today there is no stretching forth of God’s hand to heal or that signs and wonders might be done.  That 
program has all been changed.  Today is this present evil age and the day of His rejection.  Today is the 
day of His ambassadors being in bonds, as it were, and yet the prayer is not:  “Oh God, get us out of the 
problems.  Oh God, make life a little easier.  Oh God, take the persecution away, take the pressure away.  
Don’t let me have a difficult day today.  Make it easy for me, for my wife, for my kids.”  No. 
 
Our prayer is “Oh God, in the midst of it all, give me the power, strengthen me by Your Spirit in the inner 
man, that I might be who You made me to be in the midst of all this, that I might represent You as a 
worthy ambassador and speak Your Word as I ought to speak.”   
 
What a blessed privilege it is to be God’s representatives and to have God’s power to do God’s work in 
God’s way.   
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Final Greetings 

Ephesians 6:21 But that ye also may know my affairs, and how I do, 
Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, shall make 
known to you all things:  

Now, tell me something.  If you sent the guy down there and he got all the information that they are 

going to need to know about, what does he need to write?  Did you ever read 2 Corinthians?  Paul spent 
a year and a half at Corinth, yet when he writes the book, he doesn't send them any personal “how do 
you do’s”.  Does that mean you should take 2 Corinthians away?   
 
Remember studying Romans 16?  Paul never laid eyes on the Romans and yet you have a whole chapter 
of “Hi how are you” – salute, salute, salute.  He had never even been there.  So, that is no criteria.  I 
understand that it is at least an argument that has some weight to it on face, but it isn’t conclusive.  And 
it certainly doesn't demand anything.   
 
That is a great epitaph to have.  You want the Lord to hang the sign out over your shingle, “A Faithful 
Minister”.  You want to be somebody committed to doing the work the way God wants it done. 
 

 

Ephesians 6:22 Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that 
ye might know our affairs, and that he might comfort your hearts.  

Ephesians 6:21-24 – “But that ye also may know my affairs, and how I do, Tychicus, a beloved brother 
and faithful minister in the Lord, shall make known to you all things: Whom I have sent unto you for the 
same purpose, that ye might know our affairs, and that he might comfort your hearts.”   
 
You see, it is a great comfort, and a great encouragement, to know that you are not alone in the battle.  
And he said, “Tychicus is going to come down there and tell you all the details about how things are 
going and everything about the ministry, and it is going to be a comfort to you.”   
 
When you look at the conclusions of Paul’s Epistles, do you know why, a lot of times, he puts all that 
personal stuff in there?  People say, “Why would the inspired word of God want to have that in there?”  
Hey folks, the reason he shares all of the stuff, and the reason God puts it in his word for us to read, is 
so that you know that you are not alone in your stand for Christ.  You are not by yourself in the battle.  
There are other believers out there standing in the fight, and you need to be encouraged by that.  And 
you might not even know them.  You might not know what is going on in their life.  You might need 
some Tychicus to come down and tell you about it, and tell you what is happening.  But they are there!  
 
Do you know how you know they are there?  You see them passing greetings in the bible.  And that 
should be an encouragement to you.  You have the whole body of Christ out there.  Thus Satan’s Plan B 
should not affect you. 

 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.16.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.6.21-49.6.24|_AUTODETECT_|


Ephesians 6:23 Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Ephesians 6:24 Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity. Amen.  

Ephesians 6:23-24 – “Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.” 

Thus ends the Epistle of Paul to the Ephesians.  I think I told you when we started the Epistle, the word 
Ephesians means “desirable ones”.   
 
May God continually give us the grace to go on and become saints who abound in these things that are 
taught in this book so that we might indeed be desirable ones to him.  That is the end of the book of 
Ephesians.  Again, it was hurriedly done here at the end.  But, get the tapes that were recommended to 
you so that you can fill in the blanks. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Ephesians: (64 ad) 

Greeting 

Chapter:1 (64 ad) 

 Spiritual Blessings in Christ 

Thanksgiving and Prayer 

Chapter:2 

By Grace Through Faith 

One in Christ 

Chapter:3 

The Mystery of the Gospel Revealed 

Prayer for Spiritual Strength 

Chapter:4 

Unity in the Body of Christ 

The New Life 

Chapter:5 

Walk in Love 

Wives and Husbands 
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Chapter:6 

Children and Parents 

Bondservants and Masters 

The Whole Armor of God 

Final Greetings 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Design of Paul’s Epistles 

 

 

 

Roman Catholics vs Protestants Vs Grace (mid acts dispensation)  

 

 

Catholics + Orthodox 

 

1 Faith        + Works 

2 Grace       + Merit 

3 Scripture  + Tradition  

4 Christ       + Church teachings 

5 No 

 

 

Protestants= Reformers 

 

1 Faith alone  

2 Grace alone 

3 Scripture alone  

4 Christ alone 

5 No 

 

   

Grace= BOC 
 

1 Faith alone (?) 

2 Grace alone 

3 Scripture alone (Right division) 

4 Christ alone (?) 

5 Paul alone 

  

 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
Acts 16 --- Gal 
Acts 18 --- 1&2 Thes 
Acts 19 --- 1 Cor (from Ephesis) 
Acts 20 --- Rom, 2 Cor (from Msidonia) 

 
Paul’s  
Epistles 
 

Faith 
 

Love Hope Fellowship 

Cross – Grace Church – Goal Coming – Glory Congregation – 
Godly Order 

Doctrine  
(Body of Truth) 

Romans Ephesians 1&2  
Thessalonians 

1&2 Timothy 

Reproof 
(Bad behavior) 

1&2 
Corinthians 

Philippians ---- Titus 

Correction 
(Bad Doctrine) 

Galatians Colossians --- Philemon 



Acts 28 --- Phil, Eph, Col, Titus, Phile, 1&2 Tim 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

Signs and winders given to confirm the message and the messenger 
1 The Law   -    Moses 
2 Prophecy -   Elijah and Elisha 
3 The gospel of kingdom – Jesus, the 12 + (Philipose & Stephen)  
4 The gospel of grace of God – Paul  

1Cor 1:22 The Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom 

Jn 4:48 Jesus: Except ye see a sign & wonders, ye will not believe 
Ps 74:9 Our signs 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 


