
50 The Book of Philippians 

PHILIPPIANS 
 
The problem at Philippi was that they were violating the unity of the one Body.  This is one Body, and the 
oneness of that seven-fold unity in Ephesians 4:4-6 is what the Philippians were violating.  References to 
jot down are:  Philippians 1:27, 2:3, and 4:2.  There you will see Paul’s exhortations to maintain the 
unity.  The problem at Philippi is that they needed to be exhorted to maintain the unity, because in their 
practical relationships with one another, they were not working on the basis of that oneness.  They had 
begun to prefer one over another.  
 
Philippians is a book that focuses, not so much on the broad aspect of the church universal and the one 
body of Christ, but Paul says in Philippians 2:5, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.”   
 
In Philippians 1:27, he says, “Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that 
whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one 
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel.”  
 
Philippians 2:5 – “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.”  
 
Philippians 3:15 – “Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded.”  In other words, let’s think 
alike.  It has to do with the mind of Christ functioning in the individual believers.  Let all of us together 
think alike.  Let’s allow that thinking to permeate the activity in our relationship one with another. 
 

Especially notice Philippians 2:12-13 – “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  
For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”  Now that is the idea – 
let’s be obedient to the divine viewpoint, because it is God that is working in us.   
 
God works in you to will – he puts the desire and burden in you, and he directs you and tells you what he 
wants you to do, through his word.  It is the word working in you.  In verse 12 he says, “Wherefore, my 

beloved, as ye have always obeyed.”  Well, what have you been obeying?  You’ve been obeying the 
word.  How does God work?  He works as you obey his word.  The Spirit of God energizes his word, and 
he wills, and he does.  He creates the desire of the will, the understanding, the motivation, and then he 
performs it.  “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Philippians 4:13). 
 
Philippians is a very personal book, and it focuses on his working in the individual believer.    
 

Now, there is an interesting thing in Philippians.  In every chapter in Philippians the issue is Christ.  
Chapter 1:21 – “For to me to live is Christ” (Christ is my life.)  Chapter 2:5 – “Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus” (Christ is our mind; we think like him.)  Chapter 3:10 – “That I may know 
him” (He is our goal).  Chapter 4:13 – “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (He is 
our strength.)  He is everything; he is our all and all. 
 

 

Greeting 

Philippians: 1 (64 ad)  
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Philippians 1:1 Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all 
the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and 
deacons:  

Look at Philippians 1:1.  You see the three positions of the local church in one verse: “Paul and 
Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus [Everybody in the assembly is a 
saint.] which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons.”  These are the saints – the congregation and 
their leaders.   
 
As soon as you talk about organization, you are in trouble.  You noticed I said spiritual organization – 
scriptural organization.  That is the key.  It is not manmade machinery that is going to get this thing 
done.  That is why the critical issue is not the form of the government.  The critical issue is not whether it 
is one man, or a plurality of elders, or whether the congregation elects them, or the congregation does 
not.  That is not the critical issue.  The critical issue is spiritual godly leadership, which produces spiritual 
organization.   
 
Look at Acts 6 and I will show you how that type of organization happens.  This is probably one of the 
greatest passages, in your bible, on spiritual organization – what it is, and how it comes about, and how 
to develop it.  (Acts 6:1-7). 
 

 

Philippians 1:2 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Thanksgiving and Prayer 

Philippians 1:3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,  

Philippians 1:4 Always in every prayer of mine for you all making 
request with joy,  

Philippians 1:5 For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until 
now;  

Philippians 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath 
begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:  

Philippians 1:7 Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because 
I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the 
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defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my 
grace.  

Philippians 1:8 For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in 
the bowels of Jesus Christ.  

I preached some messages at church about 6 months ago about how to pray for mature believers.  Do 
you remember that?  If you don't remember it, maybe you ought to get the tapes.  We expounded this 

passage right here.  That is the issue here.  Paul is praying for mature believers.  What do you do when 
you get to the stage of maturity?  You have the Romans truth—the foundation—and you have the 
advanced truth—Ephesians, now what?  Is there anything else?  Verse 9: 

 

Philippians 1:9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and 
more in knowledge and in all judgment;  

“Your love”—agape love:  Paul said he wants our ability to value and esteem things to abound in 
knowledge and judgment (discernment).  Why? 
 
9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; [He 
is saying:  I want you just to keep growing in knowledge and in judgment.  Judgment there is in the 
sense of being able to discern things, and know what is right and wrong.  Know what God values and 
esteems.  Why?  The more that you know about what God values and esteems, what can you do?  Look 
at verse 10: 
 
Notice again: “And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all 
judgment” (Philippians 1:9).  That is a mental attitude love.  It is a love that is abounding in knowledge 
and in judgment – agapé love.  Why does he want your love (your ability to value and esteem things) to 
abound more and more in knowledge and in judgment?  Verse 10 & 11 
 
In Philippians 1:9, Paul is praying for mature believers.  He is praying for ‘Ephesian-level’ saints, mature 
saints.  “And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all 
judgment.”  They already have abounding love, but he wants it to be super abounding love in knowledge 
and in all judgment.  He is saying, “Look, I want your judgment, your discernment, your knowledge to be 
growing and abounding and just flowing out of you.“  Why?  Verse 10 
 
Turn to Philippians 1.  Do you want to see how to pray for mature saints?  I preached a message not too 
long ago titled “How to Pray for Mature Saints”.  Well, here is the passage – “For God is my record, how 
greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ, and this I pray, that your love may abound yet 
more and more in knowledge and in all judgment” (Philippians 1:8-9).  The Philippians are mature saints, 
and he is praying that their agapē might abound, that they would have abounding agapē love.   

 
Philippians 1:8-9 – “For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ.  
And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment:”.  
Notice that is a mental attitude love.  It is not an emotion; it is a mental attitude.  It is the Greek word 
“agape”.   
 
And you need to know that word because you need to understand the difference between the Greek 

word “agape” and the English word “love”.  Our word “love” covers a whole gamete of thoughts.  The 
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Greeks had several words that describe different meanings in our English word.  The agape love does not 
describe a brotherly love, phileo (Philadelphia – the city of brotherly love).  It does not describe a love 
that a man would have for a woman.  The Greeks had another word for that.  But, it describes a mental 
attitude love – the ability to value and esteem a thing, to cherish it.  He said, “I want your ability to value 
and esteem things to abound.”  “I want you to have abounding agape love” – “abound yet more and 
more in knowledge and in all judgment: That ye may approve things that are excellent;” – that you may 
be able to look at something and evaluate it and find out the things that are of the greatest value. 
 
Now, the book of Philippians lists ten illustrations of abounding agape love, about how to choose the 
thing that is not simply the good or the better, but to choose the thing that is the best.  The book of 
Philippians demonstrates what mature saints are then to go do.   
When you reach the plane of spiritual maturity, you got the foundation laid in Romans, and you got the 
super-structure built up in your soul in Ephesians.  Now, you reached the place of maturity.  Now what 
am I supposed to do?   
 
Well, Philippians demonstrates the walk and that abounding life that God wants for that mature saint.  
When you reach maturity, then you have gotten to the place where, on the basis of your adult sonship 
status, on the basis of who you are in Christ as an adult son of God, you are able to discern the will of 
God. And you make choices based on the doctrine you learned in the word of God.  Now you can walk 
the way God desires you to walk and make the proper decisions.   
 
And it is no longer just – Is this wrong or right? Is it a sin or is it not a sin?  You settle those issues and 
you get those things out of the way, and now you can choose between things that are all permissible.  
But some are going to be better than others and some are going to be the best (the excellent things).   
 
And Paul said, “You mature saints can do what you could not do when you were a little children or a 
teenagers.  Now you can choose the things that are excellent, the things of greatest value.  And that is 
what I want you to get.  And he lists examples of that.  One of the examples is in Philippians 2:3 
 
Philippians 1:9-11 – “And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in 
all judgment: That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence 
till the day of Christ; Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the 
glory and praise of God.”  Paul says, “I’m praying for you.”   
 
The Philippians are mature saints.  Have you ever wondered how to pray for mature saints?  Well, if you 
want to know how Paul prayed for saints who had reached perfection, maturity, here is what he prayed.  
“I pray, that your love (your agape love) may abound yet more and more in knowledge (It’s a mental 
attitude love.) and in all judgment.”   
 
Judgment in this verse is the idea of discernment, the ability to know what God values and esteems.  He 
says, “I want you just to keep on growing in your knowledge of what God is doing.  I want you to grow.” 
 
When you reach maturity, you are in a position where you can really appreciate things, and you can 
really grow.  You get a seasoned wisdom.  He said, “I want you to have abounding agape love.  I want 
you to just be growing in your ability to know and perceive what God values and esteems and in your 
judgments, your ability to discern those things. 

 

Philippians 1:10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye 
may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ;  
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In Philippi they were to take the meat doctrine and make some meat application.  If you want to see 
what a ministry for perfected saints is about and how it operates, this is where to look.  Comparing 
Philippians with Corinthians, you will see the difference between babies and adults dealing with the 
problems of life based on the assimilation of milk and meat.   
 
That is a fantastic passage!  Agape love is a mental attitude love that abounds in knowledge, not in 
feelings.  The Greeks had a word for that; agape wasn’t the word.  Agape is a mental attitude love.  
That’s why it can abound in knowledge.  If it doesn’t abound in knowledge, if knowledge doesn’t abound, 
agape love does not abound.    Warm personal feelings might abound, but that’s not agape, and that 
isn’t what Paul is praying would abound. 
 
Today, when people talk about love, they are talking about warm personal feelings; about everybody 
getting along, not being upset with one another.  What they mean is, You just let me do what I want to 
do and you be in subjection to me.  When people talk about love, love, love, and liberty, liberty, liberty, 
they will do to you what Castro did to Cuba.  That is, trying to control you. 
 
Agapé is the ability to look at things and value and esteem them on the basis of knowledge; on the basis 
of the way God looks at it.  It is a mental attitude love that gives you the ability to approve the things 
that are of greater value, that are excellent.  Not just good or better, but the best.  That is what Hebrews 
5 is talking about. (Hebrews 5:13-14) 
 
You get that ability, that abounding understanding, of what God values and esteems, and then you can 
discern the will of God. 
 
How many times have you heard people say, “That verse should be translated ‘approve things that 
differ’?”  The word excellent there is the word diaphero, and they say, “Well, that means ‘things that 
differ.’” But, you know, I went one time to a Greek dictionary and looked the word up.  (Every time 
somebody tells me something like that, I always go and look the word up.  I put them to the test.)  And I 
discovered something marvelous about that word diaphero.  It means things that differ, but it means to 
differ in a very special way.  It doesn’t mean “this is different from that.  Apples are different from 
oranges.”  It means that one thing differs from another in that one thing is of greater value than the 
other.  It’s like the difference between gold and hay.  They are different, but one is of greater value than 
the other.  And he is saying, I want you to be able to approve things that are of greater value.  What’s a 
good English word for that?  Excellent.  That’s an exact translation, so when you hear somebody say, 
“That’s a bad translation,” you just say to them: 
 
“No, it isn’t!”  But when you can explain to someone what that word excellent means: it’s a thing of 
greater value, that helps, and that’s a legitimate way to defend as well as define the Authorized reading. 
 
10  That ye may approve [same thing in Romans 12, prove—test the thing out and say this is right.] 
things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; 
 
That word excellent in verse 10 means the things of greater value.  The dispensationalists like to 
retranslate it, and say that it really means that you may approve things that differ.  But the word doesn't 
mean to differ as my left hand differs from my right hand, or this from that.  It means to differ in the 
sense of one thing being of greater value than the other.  It means exactly what our word excellent 
means:  this is good, this is better, this is best.  And Paul says:  Hey, do you know what a mature 
believer can do?  He can determine, not simply what is right and what is wrong; but of all the good 
things, what is best.   
 
You should never have any problem deciding what is right or what is wrong.  As you grow in the Lord, 
and walk in Him, and walk in the Spirit of God, and  are doing what God gave you to do, there is going to 
quickly come a time in your life when you are not having to chose right from wrong.  You don't have the 
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world's value system, so you are not having to decide if you are going to do this thing which is in the 
world or that thing.  You are going to go by God's thinking. 
 
“That ye may approve things that are excellent; (there is wisdom and there is prudence) that ye may be 
sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; Being filled with the fruits of righteousness.”  Do you 
want to see wisdom and prudence?  There it is!  It is the ability to take knowledge and apply it, use it, to 
the best advantage.  It is not just taking something that is “okay”, but it is getting the best out of it.  
That is prudence!  That’s being able to look into a situation and discern the thing of greater value, and 
then do that.  That’s what he’s talking about.  He said, “I want you to have this capacity to think like God 
thinks, to have the mind of Christ, to walk in your sonship status, and to exercise that.”   
 
Do you know where wisdom and prudence come from?  They come from this book!  They come from 
setting your mind on what God is doing and the purpose that God has in Christ and focusing on that.  
That is where wisdom and prudence come from.  God does not just bore a hole and pump it into your 
head.  He abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence having made known to us the mystery of his 
will.  Well, where does he make it known?  He makes it known in that book.  So, if you are going to have 
that wisdom and prudence, where are you going to get it?  You have it, so you need to appropriate it!  
Do you see that?  It is yours to have, and to appropriate and to function with.  Colossians 1:9-10 
 
It is focusing on the spiritual issues that they might learn to function as members of the body of Christ, 
regardless of the circumstances and the situation that they might be in (physically in the world).  It is 
focusing on spiritual issues that they might learn, wherever they are, whoever they are, whatever the 
circumstances are, or capacity of life is; and they can respond to the stimulus of life in a way that reflects 
the attitude, and the actions, and the life of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Turn to Romans 8:26-27. 
 
“That ye may approve things that are excellent” (Philippians 1:10).  That is the first reason.  Second 
reason – “that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ.”  In other words, how are you 
going to be sincere and without offence?  You will do that by (verse 11) 

 

Philippians 1:11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are 
by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.  

Do you see the result of being filled with an understanding of what God is doing?  To be filled and 
motivated and dominated by grace is to have a life that is filled with the fruits of righteousness, which 
are the product of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Turn to Galatians 5:22-23 
 
When these things become the value system whereby you operate then comes “the fruits of 
righteousness” (Philippians 1:11).  The “fruits of righteousness” is just “true holiness.”  And true holiness 
is the mastery of the details of life.  You take the details of your life and you master them and control 
them and run them for God’s glory.   
 
Then there is peace and joy.  Peace is the result of all this.  Peace is a relaxed mental attitude.  Have you 
ever wondered about that “peace of God, which passeth all understanding” (Philippians 4:7)? 
 
Philippians 1:10-11 – “That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without 
offence till the day of Christ; being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto 
the glory and praise of God.”  That is fantastic, isn’t it?  He says, “Now that you have the maturity, I just 
want you to grow and grow and bring forth more and more fruit unto a perfect man.” 
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“Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.”  
He is saying, “I just want you to have an abounding, fruitful, growing, productive life.  And I want you to 
have an abounding agape love.” 
 
Now the rest of the book of Philippians, from this point onward, is a series of examples that Paul gives, 
one right after another, of what abounding agape love looks like.  It is very difficult at times to define 
love.  So, usually what Paul does (in 1 Corinthians 13 and Philippians) is describe it rather than define it.  
He gives a long list in 1 Corinthians 13 of descriptions of love – This is what love does, this is what it 
does, and this is what it does.   
 
He gives you ten examples here of abounding agape love.  So in the book of Philippians you have Paul 
saying to the Philippians, “Let the doctrine work out of you to gain the prize”.  Philippians 3:14 
 
Paul says in Philippians 1:11 that we are to be “filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus 
Christ, unto the glory and praise of God”.   
 
Do you know where the fruits of righteousness come from?  Not you!  They are the expression of the 
righteousness of Christ in you and in the details of your life.  If your life is filled with good works, filled 
with the fruits of righteousness, it will give you the capacity to have protection against Satan’s attempts 
to discredit you and the message that you proclaim.   
 
The breastplate of righteousness is protection against Satan’s policy and Plan B.  If he can’t get you to 
change the truth, he goes after you and tries to get you.  So, you want to maintain the truth, and let the 
truth be in control.  Then you want the breastplate of righteousness.  You want a life filled with the fruits 
of the Spirit and the fruits of righteousness, a life of good works, and a life that expresses the attitude 
and the actions of the Lord Jesus Christ in the details of your life.  That way no one can look at you and 
discredit the message that you proclaim.  Rather, your life reflects the reality of the message that you 
proclaim.  Titus 3:8 

 

The Advance of the Gospel 

Philippians 1:12 But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the 
things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the 
furtherance of the gospel;  

Paul went to Jerusalem, and he said you guys pray for me that everything will work out okay, that we will 
win the victory, the gospel will be preached, and these people will get the testimony; and then I can 
come back and go on to Spain.  He went there, and he didn't get what he expected.  He wasn't delivered 
from wicked and unreasonable men, and those who don't believe.  They had him put in jail.  Then it took 
him a long time to get around to Rome.  He is there finally, but he is there in chains, standing in the 
Roman dungeon; and he writes from the Roman jail.   
 

He writes to those Philippians about the things that had happened to him; and he says, I can look back at 
it now, and they have happened for the furtherance of the gospel.  In Romans 15, he thought the 
furtherance of the gospel was for him to be free, and go to Rome on his way to Spain.  Now he writes 
and says something else.  How do you reconcile that?  That is Romans 8:26-28 in operation.  Romans 
8:26-28 
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Philippians 1:13 So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the 
palace, and in all other places;  

Philippians 1:14 And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing 
confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without 
fear.  

Philippians 1:15 Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and 
some also of good will:  

Philippians 1:16 The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, 
supposing to add affliction to my bonds:  

Philippians 1:17 But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the 
defence of the gospel.  

To Live Is Christ 

Philippians 1:18 What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in 
pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, 
and will rejoice.  

Philippians 1:19 For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through 
your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,  

What kind of salvation is he talking about there?  Isn’t he already a saved man?  Yes he is.  He is talking 
about getting out of jail.  Look at Philippians 2:24-26. 
 
Paul is talking about getting out of jail because some people pray.   
 
Now some people say, “See there.  If you pray long enough, God will deliver him from jail.”  In Acts 16, 
he did do that, but you remember in the book of Acts a lot of things happened that do not happen now.  
Well, what about that verse (Philippians 1:19)?  What is going to turn to Paul’s deliverance?  “I know that 
this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer” (emphasis added).  What is it that the prayers are 
going to activate in order to accomplish his salvation?  What is the “this?” 
 
Look back at verse 18: “What then?  notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ 
is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice” (emphasis added).  Why?   
 
Verse 19: “For I know that this.”  He is referring to “the preaching of Christ”, the preaching of the gospel 
that some people are doing out of envy and strife, some out of sincerity, but the influence of the gospel 
is going out.  He says, “I know that will result in my being release from jail.  It will happen “through your 
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prayer, and the supply of the Spirit” – the Spirit of God working as the gospel is preached and you people 
praying for people as they go.  He is talking about the providential working of the influence of the gospel, 
the social influence of the word, as it goes out into society.  He is talking about the impact of the word, 
and it has an affect.  In this case, Paul believes it was going to have a positive affect – his release.  
Sometimes it has a negative affect and gets him thrown in jail (2 Timothy 2:9).   

 

Philippians 1:20 According to my earnest expectation and my hope, 
that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, 
so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, 
or by death.  

Philippians 1:20 – “According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be 
ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, 
whether it be by life, or by death.”  He wants Christ to be magnified by his life.  What is that?  Isn’t that 

1 Timothy 3:16? 

 

Philippians 1:21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  

Christ shall be magnified in my body.  Why?  For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  Christ 
magnified in my body.  2 Corinthians 4:10-11 

 

Philippians 1:22 But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet 
what I shall choose I wot not.  

Philippians 1:23 For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to 
depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:  

Philippians 1:24 Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for 
you.  

Philippians 1:25 And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide 
and continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of faith;  

Paul says in Philippians 1 (operating on the basis of agapé love, operating on the basis of son-ship 
mentality), “I am confident and willing rather that it is God’s desire (that it pleases God) for me to be 
here, but my heart wants to go up there.  You should always operate on the basis of that confidence.  
Because when persecution comes, and discouragement comes, and difficulty comes, that confidence Paul 
is speaking about is the thing that bullies you through. 
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Now how do you determine where God would have you to be?  How can you be sure that you are doing 
what God wants you to do?  It is just the “old thing” of how to determine the will of God for you.  A 
church wants you to go here, a bible class wants you to go there, and you have another responsibility 
over here.  How do you decide what is right?   

 

Philippians 1:26 That your rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus 
Christ for me by my coming to you again.  

Philippians 1:25-26 says, “And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all 
for your furtherance and joy of faith; That your rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ for me by 
my coming to you again.”  Get them excited about what they have in Christ, and let them rejoice in the 
Lord.   
 
You are going to face times in your ministry, more often than not, when you are going to look at the 
assembly that you are dealing with (a little one or a big one) and you are going to say, “How can we get 

these people stirred up?  They need a revival.”  And do you know how you get it?  The way to stir up an 
assembly of believers is to stir up their joy!  It is not to put them under a performance system, but it is to 
get grace stirred up in them.  And that is what Paul is reminding Titus about. 

 

Philippians 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the 
gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I 
may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind 
striving together for the faith of the gospel;  

Philippians 1:27 – “Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I 
come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one 
mind striving together for the faith of the gospel.”  Their conversation, their lifestyle, is to be as becomes 
the gospel of Christ.   
 
You see a lady wearing a dress and you say, “That is very becoming to you.”  It means, “it looks nice on 
you”.  It is something good; it is good looking; it enhances you.  “Only let your conversation be as it 
becometh the gospel of Christ.”  In other words, reflect well on it, act like the gospel of Christ, live up to 
what the gospel promises and says about you.  Turn to Colossians 1:10 

 

Philippians 1:28 And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to 
them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of 
God.  

Do you know what unsaved people think when they see Christian people suffer?   They think God is 
cursing them:  “See, he is lost going to hell and God is getting him;” that is what lost people think when 
they see you as a believer suffer.    
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Paul is saying:  “Don't think like a lost man, don't agree with him, don't be terrified by this dude, and 
think like he does.”   Lost people think, when they see this problem come on you, that you are a son of 
perdition.   But you know what is going on, don't you?   You know that it is really a token of the fact that 
you are in the program of God, and God is for you, and God is going to use even you for that glory in the 
end.    
 
You see, you represent him in enemy territory.  Do you know what the world has done?  They declared 
war on him.  Psalm 2, they declared war on him and said, “Away with him”.  They declared war on your 
king (the one you represent) and on his country (where your citizenship happens to be – in heaven).   
 
Do you know what happens to the ambassadors of the world?  They come here and they have great big 
ceremonies.  They have great big parties, and plush surroundings.  They have wonderful places to live.  
They have diplomatic immunity.  If you are an ambassador, you can not even get a parking ticket.  You 
can kill somebody and get away with it – that is immunity.  I mean the world holds out it’s welcome of 
luxury.   
 
But do you know what happens if that ambassador’s country declares war on your country?  Do you still 
hold out the royal hands of hospitality?  No you don’t, do you?  Do you remember in World War II, the 
Japanese ambassador was talking to Franklin Roosevelt while the planes were coming to bomb Pearl 
Harbor?  And when the word came to Franklin Roosevelt, do you think old Frank thought as good of him 
after that?  You know better, you know what happened.  The man went away in humiliation.  Why?  He 
represented his country.   
 
Well, it is given to you on behalf of Christ, not just to believe on him, but also to represent him here in 
enemy territory, the adversary’s territory, in Philippians 1:28.  And they are going to think about you, and 
talk about you, like they do in verse 28 because you represent him. 
 
Now those things are true of the apostle Paul, and I recognize that those passages (Colossians 1, 
Philippians 1 and 3) are referring to Paul.  But do you know what?  They are also true of us.  We too, are 
the ambassadors of Christ.  Look at 2 Corinthians 5:18. 

 

Philippians 1:29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only 
to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake;  

You have been given the privilege of getting saved, by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Well, when 
you become a child of God, you also become an ambassador for Christ.  He gives you that position; you 
did not ask for it.  It is a privilege that he gives to you.  And he says it is not only for the opportunity to 
get saved, but it is also given to you to “suffer for his sake.”  If you do not think it is suffering, look at 
verse 30: 

 

Philippians 1:30 Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now 
hear to be in me.  

You see fellows, as you serve the Lord, sufferings come.  I hate to say such a crass, stupid, ignorant 
thing, but maybe you can't buy that car, and you get so upset because you have an old beat up car.  You 
whinny, little sniveling runt.  Stand up and be a man, and go serve God.  We whine and cry.  How would 
you like to be imprisoned, and have to spend 13 years and whatever the months in a communist 
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concentration camp because you would not denounce some of your Christian brethren, because you 
wouldn't turn your back on the Lord Jesus Christ.  How would you like to stand up for 48 days on your 
feet and let your legs all swell up, as they try to get you to write out a thing that renounces your faith?  
How would you like to do some of that?  It would shut up a lot of your whining, wouldn't it?    
 
I’ll tell you what it would do, it would find out whether or not you are serious about serving the Lord.  
That would get you some victory over the bottle, wouldn't it?   Sure it would.  It would get you the 
victory over some of those cancer sticks, it would get you the victory over some of that old filthy mouth 
and all that kind of business—that old dirty, rotten talk—it would get you victory over that.  It would get 
some victory over some of the laziness and irritability and pride and stuff that you live with.  Sure, it 
would take care of a lot of that.    
 
You see, suffering sometimes would be a lot of help; it would get rid of a lot of that stuff.  It would not 
hurt any of us to have to suffer like that for a while.   We’ve got a whole lot of excess baggage, and sins, 
and weights that easily beset us that it would get rid of in a hurry.   Do you know that?   Not too long 
ago, a guy asked me:  “Preacher, I just can't quit drinking.” 
 
I said:  “I can tell you how to quit drinking.” 
 
He said:  “How?”    
 
I said:  “Go and rob a bank, and get put in jail for 35 years.  That would stop it.” 
 
He said:  “What?” 
 
“You asked me how to stop it.  You can't do it; someone can do it for you.”  I said.   
 
You see, sufferings are not always bad.  I am not advocating going out and robbing a bank.  I am just 
making a point that it can be done.  You just have to want to do it.  You get the idea.  Romans 8:37 

 

 

Philippians: 2 

Christ's Example of Humility 

Philippians 2:1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any 
comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and 
mercies,  

Is there any doubt about their being consolation in Christ?  No.  Is there any doubt that there is comfort 
of love in Christ?  No.  You see, that if is repeated four times in that verse.  It isn’t there for the purpose 
of saying “maybe there is and maybe there isn’t.”  That word is used in the sense of challenge.  I may 
say to my son, “If you are my son, do this.”  Have you ever had your dad say that to you?  Don’t you 
ever say it to your kid?  “If you don’t want a spanking . . . .”  Did you ever know a kid that wanted a 
spanking?  You know you didn’t.  You don’t mean “maybe you do and maybe you don’t.”  You are 
challenging him, you see: “You don’t want a spanking, so you have better get this done.”  “If you are my 
son, do this.”  You are not questioning; you are not putting him into hysterics about who his real mama 
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and daddy are.  It is a challenge.  That is the way the word is used, and you need to recognize that kind 
of thing.  You need to study; spend time reading the verses and understand what the exact meaning of 
the words are. 

 

Philippians 2:2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same 
love, being of one accord, of one mind.  

Philippians 2:3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.  

Verse 3 says: “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
other better than themselves.”   
 
Well that is it, looking out for the other guy.  You are ranking him, and considering him, and esteeming 

him above yourself.  That is the issue of submission and of subjection.  It is not slavery, and it is not 
subjugation.  It focuses simply on recognizing God’s order – the order that God Almighty has established.   
 
In the passage, God Almighty has established an order in the home.   
 
God is supreme.   
Then God established the husband as the head of the home.   

Then he established the wife under the husband.   
And then he established the children under the wife.   
 
And when you recognize the order that God has established, and you submit yourself to that order, and 
you follow obediently and joyfully – that is order, and that is subjection.  And that is submission in the 
bible sense.  The big issue in subjection and submission is the issue of proper order – God-ordained 
order.  It is recognizing God’s order in the home, in the church, and in the family, and joyfully obeying 

that order.  The reason he talks to the men first in 1 Timothy 2 is because the men are required to 
provide leadership. 
 
He gives the men the leadership issue, so what are the women to do?  Now he tells them.  1 Corinthians 
14:40 
 
Philippians 2:3 – “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves."  If you will always esteem the other fellow better than yourself, 
you will understand what it is to be “submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God”.  That is 
exactly what the issue is – ranking yourself under the other guy all the time. 
 
By the way, I preached a series of messages at Shorewood about 2 years ago – 6 messages on that 
passage right there.  Maybe the topic was “How to Pray For Mature Believers.”  And you might want to 

get those tapes if you want to go through Philippians and see the way some of those things operate.  
But, that is the issue there – how to pray for mature believers and how not to have sloppy agape, which 
most of us have.  
 
Philippians 2:3, “Let nothing be done through strife and vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves.”  Is that submitting yourselves one to another?  Is that putting 
yourself under somebody else?  You see, that is the issue.   

 

tw://bible.*/?id=54.2.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.14.40|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.14.40|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=50.2.3|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=50.2.3|_AUTODETECT_|


Philippians 2:4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man 
also on the things of others.  

Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  

He is saying, Hey, keep the other brethren first, just as Christ kept you first.  The way that you do that is:  
number one—keep yourself functioning properly.  Romans 12:5.  Romans 12:5-8 

 

Philippians 2:6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God:  

Philippians 2:7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: (God man) 

(Man)  

That is a servant mentality.  Paul isn’t saying to follow Christ in the prophetic ministry, but he is talking 
about following Him in that servant mentality that He exemplified. 

 

Philippians 2:8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  

Please study that passage in this regard:  Christ had the right to please Himself.  We do not in ourselves, 
and yet He bore even the reproaches of His enemies.  How much more can we bear with weaker 
brethren and with others? 
 
He didn’t demand the free exercise of His attributes.  The marvelous thing about this anthropic person 
(to use a big word because it isn’t adequate to say “the God-man”) is because He’s the Holy man and the 
Holy God.  He’s the unique personage of the universe, the celebrity of all times.  There has never been 
anybody like Him and never ever will be one like the Lord Jesus Christ.  Who can describe Him and who 
can define Him and who can tell you all about His nature?  We’ve got big words:  hypostatic union, the 
union of the nature of God and man in one person to create a unique person.   
 
So, when the Bible paints His portrait as King, it doesn’t say that He doesn’t know, but when it paints His 
portrait as the servant of the Lord, it says, “Neither the Son.”  To me, that is one of the most precious 
demonstrations of inspiration in the entire Bible.  It’s how God can put it in the right place for the right 
reason. 
 
Let me tell you something.  When you study your Bible, give it the benefit of the doubt, would you?  
When there is something in there that you don’t understand, don’t just run over to some preacher or 
some book or some teacher and look for a reason to get rid of it.  That’s the path of unbelief.   
 
Take the path of faith.  Gird up your loins like a man and study!  Quit being so lazy, a good for nothing 
scoundrel that just doesn’t have the time to figure it out.  If your bank book didn’t balance this month, 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.12.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=45.12.5-45.12.8|_AUTODETECT_|


you would figure out where the problem was, wouldn’t you?  Sure you would.  There are some of you 
people who would hunt for two cents in your bank book the rest of the night, if you had to.  You’d put 
thirty hours in to it because it would bug you.  If you see something like that in the Bible, you just say, 
“Oh, it must be a mistake.”  Don’t do that!  Take the path of faith and you will find the reward rich as you 
do that.  Maybe you will have to spend a little time studying and thinking and looking.   
 
I never saw anybody give that explanation for that passage.  Do you know how I found out?  I put that 
in the back of my mind one time and just kept reading through my Bible.  I said, “Lord, I know there’s an 
answer for that and I don’t know what it is, but I know it’s back there.”  One day I read that passage in 
John 15:  there’s the answer!  The answer to what?  The answer to Mark 13!   
 
You say, “That’s a screwy way to study.  No, that’s meditation.  That’s the cogitations of your head on 
your pillow, thinking and mulling it over.  Some of you folks are still laughing about some of those goofy 
new shows you watched on TV last night.  Meditate on that book.  Feed on it.  Make it your life.  You will 
find answers.   
 
Philippians 2:8 says that he was “obedient unto death, even the death of the cross”.  It wasn’t just dying, 
but it was a sacrifice.  It was being made a curse and a payment for us.  And God’s justice demanded a 
satisfying sacrifice, so Christ came, and that is the extent that his obedience led him to.  Ephesians 5:2 
 
He humbled himself unto the mighty hand of God. 
 
That is submissiveness, is it not?  And that is the issue, and that is the illustration.  Nothing done through 
human pride, but rather, I understand who you are in Christ, and I understand who I am in Christ, and I 
am desirous of valuing you more than I value myself.  I value what God is doing in your life and in you 
and in the body of Christ, and that is what I want to see promoted.  Now, that is mutual submissiveness.   
 
Now, if I submit myself, if I esteem you better than I esteem myself, and you esteem me better than you 
esteem yourself, are we going to have very many problems?  If I am looking out for your good, and you 
are looking out for my good, are things going to work along pretty good?  Do you see how the unity that 
is there in the body of Christ is demonstrated?  God is manifested in the life of the local assembly.  I have 
been talking to you about that, and this is the practical application.   
 
 
 

 

Philippians 2:9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name which is above every name:  

Verse 9 – “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every 
name.”  God exalted him in due time.  God resists the proud, gives grace to the humble.  He humbled 
himself under the mighty hand of God, and God exalted him in due time.   

 

Philippians 2:10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;  
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Philippians 2:11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

Do you think that anybody who understands that will be saying, “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus” all the time?  
Recognize how God has exalted that name.  He says that every knee is going to bow to Him, and that 
every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  Do you reckon that when you have a proper 
appreciation of that, you would use the name real carefully?  Wouldn’t you rejoice in it and in who He is?  
Instead of having contempt or feel yourself on an equal plane with Him, wouldn’t you be grateful to Him?   
 
Would you have any problem bowing before Him?  Do you think that if you went in before Queen 
Elizabeth and bowed before her, that you would say, “Hey Liz, let’s talk awhile”?  Do you think you would 
do that?  No.  You know better than that.  Why?  Because you have some appreciation for who she is in 
the scheme of things.  If you understand that, it isn’t too hard to have an appreciation for the Lord Jesus. 
Don’t forget that, will you?  You need to give Him His title.  He is the Lord Jesus Christ.  The people who 
have problems with that today are not demon-possessed.  Don’t misunderstand me.  But that was who 
was doing it back then.  Ignorant believers and unbelievers are the ones doing it today. 

 

Philippians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not 
as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling.  

In verse 12 he says, “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed.”  Well, what have you been 
obeying?  You’ve been obeying the word.  How does God work?  He works as you obey his word.  The 
Spirit of God energizes his word, and he wills, and he does.  He creates the desire of the will, the 
understanding, the motivation, and then he performs it.  “I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me” (Philippians 4:13). 
 

Verse 12 – “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”  He is talking about 
being obedient; he is not talking about sitting down and figuring out how to get saved.  He is saying, 
“You have your salvation, now work it out, put this thing into practice.”   

 

Lights in the World 

Philippians 2:13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to 
do of his good pleasure.  

That is how God works in you; and you see, He creates the will and the doing—the energy to get the will 
done.  So what you want to do is to get rid of the human viewpoint that you gain from the world; and 
put what God values and esteems into your soul, and into your mind, and into your frame of reference.  
Your frame of reference is that screen on which you flash the information, and you look at it, and you are 
consciously thinking about it; it is your conscious thoughts right now.   
 
There are a lot of things in your mentality and in your heart that you are not thinking about right now, 
but the frame of reference is that memory screen where everything is flashed up there—brought out of 
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the memory banks—and flashed up there on that screen.  And then your conscience evaluates it, and 
says:  “Nope,” “Yes,” “Nope,” “Yes,” “Maybe,” “Not enough yet,” “Let's get it here.” 
 
Notice the rest of the verse.  Here is why you want to have the renewed mind.  Here is why you want to 
have the divine viewpoint resident in your soul.  “That ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God.” 
 
That word, prove, means to demonstrate it.  Do you know how to prove a math problem?  How do you 
prove an addition problem?  You subtract it.  Right?  How do you prove a subtraction problem?  You add 
it.  How do you prove a multiplication problem?  You divide it?  How do you prove a division problem?  
Multiply it.  What do you do when you prove it?  You are testing the thing, thinking the process through 
to the place where you know for sure that the answer is right.  You are demonstrating it, proving it, 
testing it.   
 
You go out to the Indy 500, (They call it “the proving grounds.”), and they are going to prove a car.  
What are they doing?  They are testing it to demonstrate that it will do what they say it will do, or what 
they think it will do.  Do you know what that is?  There is a mental process that you go through to prove 
something, isn't there?  You take the object, and you match it up over here with your system of norms 
and standards, and you try to mesh them together.   
 
Do you see how we are talking about this thinking process, this mental process where you think the thing 
through and come to the conclusion that something is right or it is wrong?  That is important for you to 
understand.  I want you to get a hold of that issue about proving what that good, acceptable and perfect 
will of God.  That is the reason for the renewed mind.  The reason for having that doctrine stored up in 
here is not just that you can go around and say:  “Whew, look at all this doctrine that I have.”  That isn't 
it.  It is so that you might prove.  It is so that you will be able to properly evaluate and determine what 
God's will for your life is in the details of your life. 
 
He doesn't just give you all that doctrine in chapters 1-11 so you just know a bunch of stuff.  He is giving 
you all that doctrine about your position in Christ, and about what God is doing in the dispensation of 
grace, so that you can properly evaluate the details of your life the way that God evaluates them; and 
determine what His will for your life is.  Ladies and gentlemen, you are going to have to evaluate the 
details of your life to determine if you are in the will of God, or if you are not in the will of God, and that 
isn't all. 
 
Look at verse 2, and see where he says, “that ye may prove…”  He doesn't say that you may prove the 
will of God and stop there.  What does he say?  Do you see the degrees of the will of God there?  There 
is a will of God that is good; then there is a will of God that is acceptable; and then there is a will of God 
that is perfect.  Do you see that?  I have read commentaries for years, and have never heard a 
commentary yet that would describe what that passage says.  They just slide over it.  Do you know what 
he is saying?  There are some things that you can do that are the will of God for you that are good; then 
there is something that is better, and there is something that is the best.  Let me show you another verse 
like it.  Come over to Philippians.   
 

Listen, gentlemen, you are going to have to have a renewed mind—a capacity to discern some things.  
You are going to have to know how to do this so that you can come to proper conclusions.  You know 
what I am talking about.  You are going to have to act like whom?  A child, or an adult?  An adult—like a 
son—not under tutors and governors, with someone telling you what to do:  “do this” and “don't do 
that.”  You are going to have to be able to look at the details of your life and determine:  “I should do 
this, and I shouldn't do that.”  Look at the verse in Hebrews 5.  Hebrews 5:14 
 
Especially notice Philippians 2:12-13 – “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  
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For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”  Now that is the idea – 
let’s be obedient to the divine viewpoint, because it is God that is working in us.  God works in you to will 
– he puts the desire and burden in you, and he directs you and tells you what he wants you to do, 
through his word.  It is the word working in you.   
 
Continuing in verse 13 – “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”  
How does God work?  He works in the believer to will and to do his good pleasure.  How does God work 
in the believer to do that?  He does it through his word, as the believer is obedient (verse 12) to the word 
of God.  He does it as you take in the doctrine of the word of God.  Then, God Almighty, (the Spirit of 
God), through his word, takes that word and creates, in your heart, the will to do it – the desire, the 
drive, the determination to do it.  You understand that.   
 
Don’t misunderstand that verse as to say that a man does not have a will, (a function of his soul), to 
choose to do something or not to do it.  That is not what he is talking about.  That is like that verse in 2 
Timothy 3:12 where he says, “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”   
 
When you have a desire to do the will of God, who produces that?  God produces it.  When you do the 
will of God, who does the will of God?  God does it. 
 
Listen, nothing that originates in or proceeds from your old man, or your human viewpoint, or your 
energy will be of any value at all when you stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  The only thing that 
will be of any value is what God, by his grace, performed through you when you presented yourself as a 
living sacrifice.  He willed, and he worked, and he produced it.  His grace produced it.  Then what is the 
basis of the reward?   
 
You get there and you say, “But Lord, it was you that did it!  I can’t take this; I don’t deserve this!”  And 
he says, “You’re right.  That’s why it’s grace.  I am giving it to you even though you do not deserve it.”  
 
The Christian life is on the basis of grace, and the reason there is a reward involved in the inheritance 
has nothing to do with what you produce and what you are able to accomplish; but it has to do with 
what God both wills and does in you, by his grace through the Spirit of God.  He takes the doctrine that is 
in your soul and produces the good works.   
 
 

 

Philippians 2:14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings:  

Philippians 2:15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of 
God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, 
among whom ye shine as lights in the world;  

So there’s an application for us to be salt and light.  Colossians 4:6 

 

Philippians 2:16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the 
day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.  
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Philippians 2:17 Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of 
your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all.  

Philippians 2:18 For the same cause also do ye joy, and rejoice with me.  

Timothy and Epaphroditus 

Philippians 2:19 But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly 
unto you, that I also may be of good comfort, when I know your state.  

Philippians 2:20 For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care 
for your state.  

Philippians 2:21 For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus 
Christ's.  

Philippians 2:22 But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the 
father, he hath served with me in the gospel.  

Philippians 2:23 Him therefore I hope to send presently, so soon as I 
shall see how it will go with me.  

Philippians 2:24 But I trust in the Lord that I also myself shall come 
shortly.  

He is expecting to get out of jail and go up there and minister in Macedonia, and then go up there to 
Philippi and see those people.  Philippians 2:24 – “But I trust in the Lord that I also myself shall come 
shortly.”  He is expecting to get out and go see them.  Look at the book of Philemon, which was written 
at the same time.  Philemon 1:22 

 

Philippians 2:25 Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you 
Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, 
but your messenger, and he that ministered to my wants.  

Turn to Philippians 2:25 – “Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, and 
companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, but your messenger, and he that ministered to my wants.”  The 
word “messenger” in that verse is the same Greek word that is translated “apostle”.  Apollos was the 
apostle from the Philippians; he was the one that they sent to Paul for them.  So the word “apostle” can 

be used like that.   
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But in association with the kingdom program, they can have secondary apostles like James, the Lord’s 
brother. 
 
In Paul’s ministry, there is Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles, and yet associated with him are other men 
that the scripture calls apostles.  They are apostles in a secondary sense – like James was to the twelve, 
they are to Paul.  Are you with me now?  “The twelve” are the ones who will sit on the twelve thrones, 
and yet there are other men associated with them who also were sent out by Christ.  Paul is the one 
apostle for the one body and yet he also had other apostles associated with him who were sent out to 
represent Christ in an official capacity subject, of course, to him. 
 
Let me show you some of them.  Turn to Acts 14 and you will see that Barnabas is an apostle.  Acts 
14:14 – “Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes.”  You see the 
apostles – Barnabas and Paul.  Barnabas is an apostle.  Turn to 1 Thessalonians 1:1 

 

Philippians 2:26 For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness, 
because that ye had heard that he had been sick.  

Philippians 2:27 For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had 
mercy on him; and not on him only, but on me also, lest I should have 
sorrow upon sorrow.  

Philippians 2:28 I sent him therefore the more carefully, that, when ye 
see him again, ye may rejoice, and that I may be the less sorrowful.  

Philippians 2:29 Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness; and 
hold such in reputation:  

Philippians 2:30 Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, 
not regarding his life, to supply your lack of service toward me.  

 

Philippians: 3 

Righteousness Through Faith in Christ 

Philippians 3:1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the 
same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe.  
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The reason it is “safe” is that there are folks there trying to deceive the Philippians into trying to please 
God and place their confidence in physical operations to stop their sinning.  The operations are listed in 
Verse 2: 

 

Philippians 3:2 Beware of dogs, (Gntiles)  beware of evil workers, (Evil workers)  
beware of the concision. (Lost Jews)  

The “concision” is the group promoting circumcision and keeping the law.  Why?  Verse 3. 

 

Philippians 3:3 For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the 
spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.  

When you trusted Jesus Christ, God Almighty cut loose your flesh from your soul.  Prior to that, your 
body and soul were stuck together, and the functions of one were the functions of the other.  Your soul 
was enslaved to the old sin nature.  But now you have been spiritually circumcised through the 
circumcision of Christ. 

 
 

 
 
When you and I trust Christ as our Saviour today in this dispensation of grace, we experience a spiritual 
circumcision.   
 
We are not to trust our own ability in our flesh to perform things that please God.  Look at the next 
verse. 
 
He said we have been cut loose and we no longer have any confidence in our flesh, we worship God in 
the Spirit and rejoice in what we have in Christ.  We don’t put any trust in the performance system of the 
law to please God.  Our confidence and our rejoicing, our joy, our gratitude and appreciation is in Christ. 

 

 



Philippians 3:4 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any 
other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I 
more:  

Then Paul lists all the things he could trust in; all the good works that he did to commend him and to 
gain approval before God. 

 

Philippians 3:5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a 
Pharisee;  

Philippians 3:6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the 
righteousness which is in the law, blameless.  

There is a man, walking in the flesh, who is blameless as far as the righteousness of the law is 
concerned.   He was not walking in the evil things of the flesh, but rather in the good works of the flesh.  
He has perfect human righteousness.  He was blameless concerning the law.  He was obeying the 
commandments, like the rich young ruler in Matthew who said he kept the commandments from his 
youth.  And Christ did not call him a liar.  Here is a guy better than any you know.  But Paul said he could 
boast in his own flesh ability better than them all.  BUT... 
 
You see all those things—all that religious pedigree he lists there?  He says all these precious possessions 
of religious heritage that I could point to—all my good works—I count all that stuff as loss, just throw it 
out. 
 
(1) You have to have a knowledge of God.  It is absolutely essential if you are going to be a man of God 
that you know the Lord.  When I say that, I do not mean that you have to be saved. I am not talking 
about salvation.  I am talking about what Paul is talking about in Philippians 3.  In verses 3-6 he gives 
you a list of all of the things he had done and things that he had accomplished.  Verses 7-9 say:  

 

Philippians 3:7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss 
for Christ.  (Religious legalism) (Islam vs Christianity) 

Notice that word gain.  Paul was saying those things in the flesh were done to gain standing, but now he 
counted them as loss for Christ.  He had been confident in the past in his ability to do some things that 
were going to impress God and get God’s approval.  But finally he said, (Verse 8) 
 
Everything he could perform and do to please God, Paul counted as loss in favor of having the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus.  He counted those things as “dung” in order to win Christ.  You know what the world’s 
words for that are.  That is not a very high estimate of religion or of his ability to perform.  Paul wanted 
to be found “in Christ,” having HIS righteousness. 
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Philippians 3:8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may 
win Christ,  

There’s a verse that the new Bible versions have never tried to update to a modern language!  Dung is 
horse manure in a different language.  Paul said about his religion and all his “good things” done in his 
own ability as he walked in the flesh (putting himself under the law) that it was all horse manure (or cow 

manure) – dung.  That is strong language!  He lost all his confidence in what he could do. 
 
If we want to have successful victory in our spiritual warfare, total subjection to our Lord Jesus Christ.  
To gain victory you must surrender yourself and stand and appropriate who we are and what we are in 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  Come over to Ephesians, Chapter 6, Verse 10.  Ephesians 6:10 
 
I like that verse.  I have a friend that points out the fact that none of the modern translations have ever 

translated that verse in an up to date English version yet.   You know what he counts as religion?  
Meadow muffins.  They used to tell me down south at Allis Chambler, the only piece of equipment that 
Allis Chambler made but would not stand behind was the manure spreader.  That is what Paul is talking 
about there.  He said:  I count all that but dung, that I may win Him, and be found in Him, not having my 
own righteousness which is of the law.  You see that?   
 
When you go about trying to keep the law, what are you doing?  You are establishing your own 
righteousness, that is the issue; and Paul says: Hey, that isn't what I want, that is what Israel is doing.  I 
did it, and I had to learn differently; and I want them to recognize what I have had to learn to recognize.  
Come back to Romans 2 and notice what Israel is doing.  Romans 2:17-21 
 

 

Philippians 3:9 And be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:  

So I am not depending on my faith, but I’m depending on His faith—His trustworthiness.  Christ’s faith 
produces the righteousness of God which is by my faith.  His trustworthiness produces something that 

my faith can rest in.  I am not depending on my faith, I’m depending on His faith, His trustworthiness. 
 
Paul said he wanted the righteousness that comes by his [Christ’s] faithfulness.  “The righteousness 
which is of God by faith.”  (My faith – resting in his faithfulness) 
 
The all things that he counts loss—look at them in verses 5 and 6.  
 

You see Paul is not talking about going out and striving to get saved.  He is talking about the Christian 
life, and he is talking about verse 14: “I press toward the mark for the prize.”  He is talking about the 
winning a prize.   
 
He is talking about somebody winning in the race (1 Corinthians 9:24-27).  He says that he runs in the 
race and he strives, and he says, “I strive lawfully and I keep my body under subjection.  I do not pay 
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any attention to all that status and all the stuff my flesh might do, but I operate on the principle of 
grace.”  He is talking Romans 7 instead of Romans 3.  He is talking about the Christian life.   
 
Philippians 3:10: “That I may know him.”  That is it right there!   
Look back at verse 8: “that I may win Christ.”   
Verse 11: That “I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.”   
Verse 12: “If that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended.”  Do you see all those I may 
that I may?  He is talking about his goal and his purpose in life.  And verse 10 sums it up: “That I may 
know him” (personally, intimately, directly).  It is a personal, intimate, direct acquaintance.   
 
The bible calls Abraham the “friend of God”, and calls us “brothers.”  Paul says “my God whom I serve.”  
That is it – being able to say he is mine (I know him). 
 
Well, you know you are not to put on self-righteousness.  In Philippians 3:9 he says, “And be found in 
him, not having mine own righteousness.”  So, you know it is not self-righteousness.   

 

Philippians 3:10 That I may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made 
conformable unto his death;  

You see, Paul doesn’t just want to know about Christ’s death.  He said he was crucified with Christ, but 

he was also raised with him and he wanted to know in his life, some things about the power of Christ’s 
resurrection as it touches him.  He wanted to experience Jesus Christ’s resurrection life day by day. 
 
The standard now is the resurrection.  The standard back in the Old Testament was the exodus. That’s 
why these signs were done: First, so that Israel could see God’s power and His care for them.   
 
In Philippians 3:10 Paul says “That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection [And you are 

going to need that power in the ministry.] and the fellowship of his sufferings, [And you are going to find 
out that there is nothing sweeter than that.] being made conformable unto his death.”  When you are 
conformed unto his death, only his life counts and only his life comes through.  And the way you have 
that is – you know him.  Ephesians 1:17  

 

Philippians 3:11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of 
the dead.  

Now, what is he talking about in that verse?  Is Paul saying, I want to know the power of His 
resurrection, the fellowship of his suffering, being made conformable to his death [being made like him in 
his death] so that I can get out in the rapture? – “. . . that I might attain unto the resurrection of the 
dead.”  There are people that say that.  They think it is saying he could do the best he could so that he 
could be sure of going out in the rapture.  If that is true, look at Verse 12. 

 

Straining Toward the Goal 
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Philippians 3:12 Not as though I had already attained, either were 
already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for 
which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.  

Was Paul sure of going out in the rapture?  Sure.  He knows for sure in Verses 20-21. 

 

Philippians 3:13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but 
this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before,  

Philippians 3:14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus.  

Folks, that goal – the mark – that he presses toward is simply the experiencing the resurrection life of 
Christ; of taking all of the position and the blessings that Paul has in heavenly places and enjoying those 
thing [having them live in him] right now.  That is the goal he constantly sought to attain.  In Verse 11 
he is talking about what he wrote to the Romans in Chapter 6, Verse 13; about walking in newness of 
life; about yielding your members as instruments unto God as those that are alive from the dead.  That is 
referring about your position up in the heavens.  Live like it.  Have your “state” and your experience 
down here on earth match the “position” you have in Christ.  Paul said he doesn’t pay any attention to 
the mess he was.  He focused on God’s grace and what God, by his Spirit, has done for him in Christ.   
 
As we follow Paul’s example, we put our focus on who we are “in Christ,” as we press toward that goal in 
this life.   
 
If we put our confidence in what we can do in our flesh, our Christian life will die.  But if we, through the 
Spirit, mortify [get rid of] the deeds of our flesh [all our efforts to attain by our works] and focus on our 
position in Christ, desiring to be found in him, desiring to know him, our Christian walk will produce fruit 
unto salvation from the deeds of the flesh.  Desire to know the power of his resurrection and the 
fellowship of his suffering.  We want to be made conformable to his death that we might have that 
resurrection life living in me now! 
 
I hope that in some small way I am communicating to you in terms you understand the wonderful victory 
that is yours in Christ Jesus and the liberty and freedom from the downward pull of the world and the 
flesh.  I hope you see the exhilarating liberty that is ours to stand in and walk in the position we have in 
Christ. 
 
Philippians 3:14 – “Press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”.  Let 
this doctrine, that you know, work through you, and in you, and out of you, to get the prize – abounding 
agape love.  If you want to know what it is to walk in love, you look at Philippians and it gives you 
example after example. 
 
Now, the book of Colossians is the companion, the sister epistle, of the book of Ephesians.  And the book 
of Ephesians focuses on the body of Christ, the body of which Christ is the head.  And Ephesians focuses 
on the body and how the body is formed, and it focuses on God’s purpose for the body.  Colossians 
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focuses on the head of the body.  The issue in Colossians is not so much the body, as it is Christ, the 
head.  And the problem at Colosse is found in chapter 2:18-19 

 

Philippians 3:15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus 
minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal 
even this unto you.  

Philippians 3:15 – “Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded.”  In other words, let’s think 
alike.  It has to do with the mind of Christ functioning in the individual believers.  Let all of us together 
think alike.  Let’s allow that thinking to permeate the activity in our relationship one with another. 

 

Philippians 3:16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us 
walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.  

Philippians 3:15-16 – “Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, (people that have completeness, filling 
the requirements that he’s laying down here) be thus minded: and if in anything ye be otherwise minded, 
God shall reveal even this unto you.  Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the 
same rule, let us mind the same thing.”   
 
He is talking about what one man calls “the rule of relative maturity”.  And spirituality, in essence, is 
verse 16 – “whereto we have already attained.”  In other words, the level of maturity that you have 
grown to, walk in line with that.  
 
Now, do you understand what he is talking about?  Using the following demonstration: I have 3 children 
– a 9-year-old, a 13-year-old, and a 16-year-old.  We had some visitors the other day that had an 18-
month- old baby boy.  Now can you understand that my 9-year-old child is more mature than that 18-
month-old baby?  There are some things that that 18-month-old baby could get away with doing that my 
9-year-old could not get away with.  You do understand this, don’t you?  My 9-year-old is more 
responsible; he should know better.  He has a bigger level of maturity.  Now, more is required of the 13-
year-old than the 9-year-old.  Why?  Because he is more mature.  More is required of my 16-year-old 
than my 13-year-old and my 9-year-old.  And I am 38 years old, and there is more required of me than 
all of them.  Why?  It’s that relative maturity.  If my 16-year-old is acting like my 13-year-old, he’s 
messing up, isn’t he?  But, my 16-year-old has certain responsibilities that my 9-year-old does not have.   
 
Now, has somebody been mistreated?  No.  And when my 9-year-old lives up to responsibility that a 9-
year-old ought to live up to, do I chastise him because he does not live like a 16-year-old?  Do you 
understand the principle of relative maturity?  That is what he is talking about in verse 16.  
“Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by that same thing, let us mind the same 
thing.” 
 
Spirituality is not maturity.  It is that level of doctrinal understanding that we talked about.  It is that 
measure of faith we talked about, and you know objectively when you reached that.  But, with 
spirituality, there are different levels of maturity.  Maturity happens as you grow, grow, grow.  
Spirituality, on the other hand, is whatever level of maturity you are at, your level of relative maturity on 
the scale.  Spirituality is walking at that level.  Do you understand what I’m saying?  If you are at a 
certain level of maturity, God wants you to walk and think like that.  You can’t think on a higher level, 
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because you are not there yet.  But, when you get up there, he does not want you still walking as you 
did down at the lower level.  Spirituality is walking even with our maturity level. 
 
The process – we grow, and the more we grow, the Holy Spirit takes that doctrine and motivates our 
walk.  The more we grow, the more we walk in line with what God is doing.  It is important to remember 
that we have relative maturity, especially when you are dealing with newborn babes, children, young 
people, and adults, spiritually.  It is progressive sanctification, and that progressive sanctification is 
manifest in the lifestyle of the believers and the local church. 
    

 

Philippians 3:17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them 
which walk so as ye have us for an ensample.  

17  Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them [Same word.  See it?  Mark them.] which walk 
so as ye have us for an ensample. 

 
Who do you mark in Philippians 3:17?  People that preach the right doctrine, people that follow Paul, 
people that walk as you have us for an ensample.  In Romans 16:17, you mark people that teach bad 
doctrine, contrary doctrine.  In Philippians 3, you mark people, and identify them by name, and let people 
know who he is:  a guy that teaches right doctrine.  Do you see that?  Isn't that interesting?  You see 
verse 18 is a parenthesis.  You see verse 19, the end of the parenthesis?  That means you connect verse 
verse 17 and 20.  So let's do that.  

 

Philippians 3:18 (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and 
now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of 
Christ:  

18  (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even [What?] weeping, [Please 
remember, it is the doctrine of the weeping heart.  I tell you even weeping] that they are the enemies of 
the cross of Christ:  [Underline that.]   
 
These are saved people who have become enemies of the cross of Christ.  How do you become an 
enemy of the cross of Christ?  Come to Galatians 5:11.  Galatians 5:11 

 

Philippians 3:19 Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and 
whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)  

19  Whose end is destruction, [Didn't he say in 1 Timothy 1, to deliver such to Satan, that they may learn 
not to blaspheme?] whose God is their belly, [Doesn't he say in Romans 16 that they serve their belly?] 
and whose glory is in their shame, [What do they glory in?]  who mind earthly things.) 
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Philippians 3:20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also 
we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:  

The word conversation is another one of those Old English words, and it means behavior; lifestyle.  It’s a 
perfectly good translation.  Citizenship doesn’t really express what the verse is saying.  It’s one of those 
things that people like to pull out because they want to talk about our "citizenship in heaven," and they 
need a verse that says it so they yank this one out because they think they can justify it out of the 
lexicon.   
 
Look back at Verse 17:  Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have 
us for an ensample.  Verse 20: For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 
 
Do you see that Verses 18 and 19 are in parentheses?  If you skip the parentheses and read Verses 17 
and 20, he says, “[M]ark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample.  For our conversation [our 
walk, our manner of life ….  The context of Verse 20 is Verse 17.  The subject is lifestyle and walk, not 
position in the heavens; it’s our walk and manner of life.  
 
Paul knows for sure he is going to be resurrected and participate in the resurrection life of Christ in the 
rapture.  But in Verses 11, 12 he is not sure of whatever that is.  He said he was trying to get it.  
 
What kind of conversation, what kind of doctrine, what kind of lifestyle did the apostle Paul have?  He 
had a heavenly calling, a heavenly hope, a heavenly conversation, a lifestyle that reflected his position in 
heaven.  Set your affection on things above, Colossians 3.  He said mark people who in their walk reflect 
their position as members of the body of Christ, and are functioning like members of the body.  Identify 
them, tell people about them, mark them, and follow them.  Now look at verses 18 and 19. 
 
“For our conversation is in heaven.”  They are not paying attention to the program that God has in effect 
today, and bad doctrine produces bad conduct every time.  So Romans 16:16-18 fits together with 
Philippians 3.  You are to mark those that cause division and offenses contrary to the doctrine which you 
have learned.  You are to understand why they are doing what they are doing; so that when it comes 
time for you to deal with them, you deal with them on the basis of sound understanding.  You can warn 
them about what is happening to them, and the course of their activity:  where it is going to lead them.  
Paul said, teaching and warning every man that we might present every man perfect in Christ. 
 
And you are to identify people that have sound doctrine, and be identified with them.  Just like you are 
not to be identified with people that teach bad doctrine, you are to be identified with people that teach 
sound doctrine.  I want to tell you that when it says “by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts 
of the simple,” there are so many passages that you need to write down by that verse, I couldn't even 
start telling you.  Spend some time studying the book of Proverbs in relation to that verse.  Do yourself a 
favor, and look up Proverbs 14:15, Proverbs 23:3, 6 to 8, and on and on you go.  Proverbs is full of good 
instruction.  Proverbs 14:15, Proverbs 23:3,6-8 
 
Let me say something to you about Philippians 3:20 – “For our conversation is in heaven.”  The old 
English word “conversation” meant “a manner of life”.  The Greek word is the word “politeuma”.  Do you 
see our word “politics” in that?  Well, people will do this to you all the time – they look for a translation of 
a verse that fits what they want the verse to say, and they grab it.  But, you don’t have to do that!  
When a Greek used the word “politeuma”, he wasn’t talking about politics, and he wasn’t talking about 
citizenship in the sense that your voters registration is in a certain city.  It was a word that was used to 
describe people who were citizens of free cities.   
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Do you know what a free city was back then?  They had certain cities that they called “free cities”.  That 
city was left under its own control, and its own politics and so forth, as long as they paid tribute.  They 
didn’t have procurators and Roman people hanging over the thing all the time.  When Paul said, “I’m a 
free born Roman”, he meant that he was a citizen of a free city, the city of Tarsus.  Tarsus was a free 
city.  Those cities had special status because they were special.   
 
You know what it is to be a “Chicagoan”.  What do you mean when you say, “He’s from Chicago?”  You 
mean that he has a certain kind of lifestyle, right?  If you say, “He’s from Los Angeles”, you mean that he 
has a certain kind of lifestyle.  It’s the same thing if you say, “He’s from New York, or he’s from down 
South”.  You have a certain kind of a difference in lifestyle.  Well, that is what the Greeks meant when 
they said “politeuma”.  This guy has a character, and a flavor, and a lifestyle that matches this particular 
city.  In other words, it is more than just citizenship.  His lifestyle reflected where he came from. 
 
Hence, in Philippians 3:20, he is talking about more than just having your citizenship in heaven.  Notice 
that verses 18 and 19 are in parenthesis, so you need to read verse 17 and then skip the parenthesis and 
read verse 20.  "Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for 
an ensample.”  Mark people that walked like Paul walked.  Verse 20 says “For our conversation …” (our 
manner of walking).  It is more than just where we register to vote or where we live, but it is our manner 
of living is in heaven.  We live like people who belong to that place.  That is what he is saying in 
Philippians.  Mark people that walk like I do because I walk like I belong up yonder!   
 
Now, that is not just saying that we are on the register of glory, and we are going there when we die.  
That is not the idea in Philippians 3.  Now, go back to Ephesians 2:19 
 
What does that word look mean?  “To look” is like a rubber neck stretching out its head to see – earnest 
expectation.  That’s the way we should be, always doing that which would be happy to have Him find us 
doing when He comes.   
 
We are supposed to be looking for that blessed hope.  Why are these guys looking up?  Wait a minute, if 
He is coming back, why can’t I look?  Luke 21:25-28 

 

Philippians 3:21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working 
whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.  

You are going to have a body that won’t need eyeglasses and teeth that won’t need fillings and root 
canals, etc, but not just those things, but a body that manifests (shines forth) Christ’s glorious body - all 
that he is!  Philippians, Chapter 3 takes place at the rapture. 
 
Colossians 3 takes place at the rapture - where we get a glorified body: (Colossians 3:4) 
 
In the day folks, that we receive our inheritance, all these things that have happened down here—these 

light afflictions—are going to work out for a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.   They work 
out for our profit.   That is what he talks about in Colossians 3—about the reward of the inheritance.   
You see, we acquire the reward of the inheritance at the judgment seat of Christ.  There is a reward that 
goes hand in hand with that inheritance that we get out there, and that is acquired right there at the 
judgment seat of Christ, which we will get into later on as we study.   
 
Do you know when God is going to change your vile body and make it like His glorious body?  At the 
rapture.  God isn't going to change your vile body until then.  Listen to me, God Almighty isn't messing 
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around with your body—changing it—today.  He is going to do that at the rapture.  God is going to heal 
your body; He is going to give you a new one.  God isn't healing people today, you understand that.  
That healing program had to do with Israel looking for a kingdom.  God isn't in the business of healing 
people today.   
 
Somewhere along the line, your wife, your kids, you, your Momma or your Daddy, are going to get sick.  
Some of you guys are sick tonight.  You are going to get sick, and some of you are going to forsake 
everything that you know.  You are going to quit operating on sound doctrine.  I have seen grace people 
do this through the years.  They understand that God isn't healing people today, but then they get cancer 
and are going to make a deal:  “God, you heal me and I'll do so and so.”  You don't want to forsake 
sound doctrine.  Pressure and problems ought to intensify the sound doctrine, and make you find your 
comfort and your rest and your direction in it, not in forsaking it.   
 
God Almighty is going to take care of your body one day, and He’ll take care of it just like that—in a 
moment, in a twinkling of an eye.  That is the program to take care of your flesh.  The issue in the 
ministry today is your soul.  But folks, your soul, in order to have a ministry, must have a body.  He says:  
you understand all this stuff that I have done for you, now present your body to me, because I'll use that 
thing right now, just like I will use the resurrected one over yonder.  How can God use your sinful body?  
Your body of sin?  How can He use it?  It is dead.  Isn't it dead?  Isn't that what Roman's 6 says?  That is 
what the Book says.  As far as God is concerned isn't it dead?  Therefore can't He use it?  A living dead 
man?  Sure He can, but he doesn't use it on the basis of it; He uses it on the basis of what He is doing in 
it, doesn't He?  And it is His life, not the life of the believer.   
 
So we don't walk in the flesh.  That is what Romans 8:11 says.  The next verse says that we are debtors, 
not to the flesh.  We don't owe the body anything.  You say, but I want something that carries me 
around.  You don't owe it a thing.  You don't need to satisfy it and pamper it.  It wants this and it wants 
that and it wants to do the other thing.  Forget that.  Whose “wanter” are you to please?  Not the flesh, 
but the spirit.   
 
You are in Philippians, look up Philippians 1:20.  Philippians 1:20-21 
 
It is the same word in Matthew 17:2, (the transfiguration), where His countenance was changed—same 
thing.  Glorified humanity is what those references are, and that is what comes out here:  God is glorified 
in our mortal bodies.  The way that you have that, folks, is by that renewed mind.  You replace the 
human viewpoint with divine viewpoint; and when you do that, the Holy Spirit takes that divine 
viewpoint, and uses it to empower us for service for Christ.   
 
So what you need to do is get rid of the human viewpoint from the world, from your past, and from the 
way that you view things, and put in its place what God values and esteems.  Then you can prove what 
the will of God is in the details of your life day by day.  We will build on that basis next time, and I'll show 
you how that fits in relationship to the details of your life, especially as members of the body of Christ 
and your ministry goals.  But please understand the issue that Paul is laying here is the issue of the 
capacity that we now have to function as sons—as adult sons walking in maturity, choosing, discerning, 
and applying our position and the will of God to the details of our lives for his glory. 
 
It is a reference to the resurrection and the tremendous transformation whereby he will change our vile 
bodies “according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things” by taking us out and 
giving us that redemption.  The references are clear that the adoption is the redemption of our bodies.  
God has marked us out as those who will share in the glorification of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We will share 
everything with the Son for all eternity. 
 
Notice the last part of verse 21.  We get this glorified body made like unto his body, and it is “according 
to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.”   
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Do you know what the “all things” are in that verse?  It’s all those positions of rank and authority.  The 
way he is going to subdue all those positions of rank and authority unto himself is by giving you a 
glorified body like unto his body, and you go out there as a perfect representation of Jesus Christ, and 
you fill up those positions of rank and authority.  That is the hope of your calling.  That is the ultimate 
fulfillment of the calling that we have, this high calling that we have in Christ Jesus.  Now, that is quite a 
hope, isn’t it? 
 
Paul says, “Hey, I want you to understand that.  I want you to understand what Jesus Christ is doing 
according to the mystery program; because when you do, you will get to know him better and better and 
better.” 
 

 

 

Philippians: 4 

Philippians 4:1 Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, 
my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.  

In Philippians Paul says: “stand fast in the Lord.”  He is not saying to stand fast for the Lord.  He is 
saying, “Stand fast in the Lord.”  Take your stand in what God has done for you.  “Finally, my brethren, 
be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might” (Ephesians 6:10).  Do you see that?   
 
There are two different principles.   
 
1) The Performance Principle.  You perform and you get the blessing.  If you do not perform, you get the 
curse.   
2) The Gift Principle.  You get everything up front and any performance comes out of response of a 
grateful heart for what you want.   
 
Now look, the motivation in the law principle is fear resulting in condemnation, because you always fail.  
The motivation in the grace principle is love resulting in freedom, because in Christ, God has given you 
absolute total victory.  And that is wonderful! 
 
The emotional response in the law principle is shame and reproach and rejection and worthlessness and 
hostility.  The emotional response in the grace principle is thanksgiving.   
 
They are entirely different systems.  But unfortunately most believers think that their daily acceptance by 
God (in other words, their progressive sanctification, being accepted by God on a day by day basis) 
comes on a different basis than their eternal acceptance.  They will say, “We understand that we get to 
heaven on the principle of grace.  We cannot merit heaven.  We cannot earn heaven.  So we understand 
that the only way we can get to heaven is for God’s grace to give us the gift of eternal life.”  And these 
people will go on the basis of grace for justification.   
 
But then they turn around and feel that they must earn their daily acceptance – in other words, on a day 
by day basis you have to maintain your relationship with God.  If I want the blessing of answered prayer, 
what do I have to do?  Do I have to find out the mandate and perform it?  And if I fail, what will happen?  
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I will not get my prayers answered.  If I want to be healthy and wealthy, I find the mandate and 
perform.  If I do not, what will happen?  It will result in financial reversal and ill health.  Do you see that? 
 
You go visit somebody in the hospital and they say, “Preacher I do not know what I did to put me here.  
I have been racking my brain and I cannot figure out what I did to put me here.”  Now if you go out and 
live and sin and make decisions and sow to the flesh, you are going to reap what you sow.  You do not 
need to blame God for it, because you did it.  And when you get sick, you do not need to blame God for 
it.  You get sick because you are part of a fallen creation, and that is where it comes from.  Now if you go 
out and get drunk and get in a car wreck and cut your arm off, do not say God did that and do not say 
Adam did it.  You did it.  You can figure some of this out and some of it you cannot.  You know why it all 
comes though.  
  
People have a problem because they feel that they have to earn that daily acceptance from God.  And 
consequently they feel quite secure in their salvation – that eternal life is mine.  I am saved eternally by 
God’s grace.  But they are much less secure about their daily life.   
 
We talked about the fact that the gospel message gets messed up when grace is extracted by the 
addition of works and hence there is no salvation as a result of believing that works message.  Well you 
are going to find that most believers are confused to such a degree about their daily walk that they 
actually fear God’s displeasure.  And the only way you can help them is move them away from the law 
principle and move them over to the grace principle.   
 
Now if you look at Galatians 5, you will see why you do that, and why it is an important issue in your 
ministry.  Galatians 5:13 

 

Exhortation, Encouragement, and Prayer 

Philippians 4:2 I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be 
of the same mind in the Lord.  

Philippians 4:3 And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those 
women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and 
with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life.  (Are 

they in the body of Christ???) (NO. They are kingdom saints) (Saved twice. No) (Like Barnabas) 

Philippians 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.  

Philippians 4:5 Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is 
at hand.  

Philippians 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto 
God.  
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What are you supposed to pray about?  Everything.   Folks, there is not anything that is on your heart 
that God doesn't want you to come to Him with, because if it is on your heart, He already knows about it.  
If it is a problem to you and it is bothering you, or whatever it is, if you are thinking about it, He wants 
you to talk to Him about it, because He knows about it already.   What He is after is the communion 
between you and Him, the openness, the intercourse back and forth, because then you by prayer and 
supplication, (those next two words are important), with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known 
unto God.  That is how you pray, folks.   Philippians 4:6 is the active reflection of Romans chapter 8. 
 
How can you pray about whatever it is that you have to pray about, the problems, the burdens, and the 
things that you are supplicating about, (asking for), with thanksgiving?   How can you look at the 
sufferings of this present time, the persecution, the afflictions, disappointments, sickness, sorrow, 
blessings, whatever it is, and pray with thanksgiving?     
 
If you know that issue of the sufferings of this present time being not worthy to be compared with the 
glory that shall be revealed, and if you are praying in light of who you are in Christ and what God is 
doing, then you go back to Romans 8:28, and you know that God is working in the things.  Therefore, 
you understand what the real skinny of the situation is.   You know exactly what is happening, and you 
see that these things are not separating you from God.  They are really an opportunity for God to add 
benefit and blessing and good into your life.    
 
Now when you get that mental attitude, when you utilize the information concerning who you are and 
what your inheritance is, properly, you can be grateful.  When we go back to Romans 8, you are going to 
see how you can actually be grateful to God even for the sufferings of this present time; because God 
has changed you in such a way that the very character of those sufferings is different than it ever was 
before.  Now it is actually a benefit—something good—where before you would have thought it was 
something bad.   
 
You have to have that knowledge, and you have to know those things, and operate on the basis of that 
knowledge.  That is what he is saying here.  Be careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving—he is saying:  just turn the thing over to the Lord and say:  “Thanks 
Lord, I know what you are doing, and the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared.  
I am not going to be bothered with stuff down here.  I know you can take care of it.  I am going to focus 
on that.”   Now what happens?  Philippians 4:7  
 
Philippians 4:6: “Be careful for nothing; [In other words, do not be anxious, and worried, and all nervous 
over anything.] but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God.”  Be careful for nothing, but be prayerful for everything.  Do you see that?  God wants 
you to tell him everything that is on your heart.   
 
Now again, that does not mean you pray for things God is not doing.  You need to know, based on the 
doctrine of grace and the doctrine of what God is doing today, what you can expect God to do, and what 
he expects you to do.  And then you work through the thing, based on the doctrine, to an understanding. 

 

Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  

The peace of God that is better than understanding everything about what is going on, the peace of God 
that is better than being able to know what to pray about in every given situation, the peace of God that 
is better than knowing why, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.   You have peace.   
Go back with me to Ephesians 3:20-21.  Ephesians 3:20-21 
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Then there is peace and joy.  Peace is the result of all this.  Peace is a relaxed mental attitude.  Have you 
ever wondered about that “peace of God, which passeth all understanding” (Philippians 4:7)?  It means 
to have that relaxed mental attitude.  Joy is true happiness.  But peace and joy come as the result of 
having all those other things stabilized in you. 
 
Then there is agapé love.  I use the term agapé to distinguish between charity (love in the bible sense of 
agapé) and what is normally described as love today – your own personal feelings.  Agapé is the capacity 
to value and esteem the thing the way God does – to have the same mental attitude about things as 
God.  And when you have that, do you know who is formed in you?  Christ is.   
 
Verse 7: “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.”  The result of verse six is verse seven – peace.  It is better than understanding 
what is going on.  It is peace and comfort that is independent of circumstances.  It is not conditioned on 
circumstantial evidence.  Therefore prayer protects you from tribulation, and evil, and harm; and it 
protects you in prosperity.   
 
How does it do that?  By eliminating the tribulation, and the harm and the difficulty?  No.  It protects you 
by giving you peace in the situation, giving you what we studied in Ephesians 3:20-21 – that power that 
Paul had, to praise God even in prison (that manifesting of God’s strength and the riches of his grace).  
Turn to 1 Corinthians 10:13: 
 
Philippians 4:6-7 – “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.  And the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”  You see, the result of “praying in 
the Spirit” is a peace of God under the pressures of life. 
 
Now, go back to Ephesians 6 and notice how Paul applies this.  He says to pray for everybody about 
everything.  Don’t quit!  Keep on!  Keep your eyes open and watch what is going on!  When he talks 
about “watching”, he is talking about evaluating the real needs in situations.  Needs come at different 
levels, and prayer, in the life of a member of the body of Christ, is designed for the purpose of helping to 
develop spiritual character and perception in your life.  It is not designed to give you things that you 
don’t already have.  It is not designed for you to pray for an automobile, or a big fat bank account, or a 
house or a thousand people in church next Sunday.  And it is not designed for God, in answer to your 
prayer, to do all that stuff.  That is not what prayer is all about.  That is a totally self-oriented, 
unscriptural, way of evaluating prayer.   
 
It is designed to develop that spiritual character and perception in your life.  Ephesians 6:19 

 

Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
these things.  
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Philippians 4:9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, 
and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. 
(Prayer today is spiritual = it affect only you, not others or physically) 

Philippians 4:9: “Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, 
do.”  Paul is an example.  He taught it to them, and they learned it from him, and they heard it from 
them, and they received it from him, but they saw it in him too.  And he said, “If you did not see it in me, 
you do not have to do it.”   

 

God's Provision 

Philippians 4:10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last 
your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, 
but ye lacked opportunity.  

Philippians 4:11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, 
in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.  

Did you ever read that verse that says, “Godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6)?  He 
said, “I learned, whatever state I am in, to be content”. 
 
And the source of contentment is godliness in the heart, not money, or gain, or success in the world’s 
standards in your hand.  1 Timothy 6:7: 

 

Philippians 4:12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full 
and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.  

He says, “I know how to sit on top and I know how to sit underneath the table”. 

 

Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth 
me.  

Paul says, “It doesn't make any difference because “I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me” (Philippians 4:13).   
 
Do you know how he gets through “the abounding” and “the abasement”?  Do you know how he gets 
through the poverty and the prosperity?  The answer is verse 13 – God supplies the need.  It is a spiritual 
supply of a spiritual need that gives you the capacity to handle the details of your life, no matter what 
they are, for God’s glory.   
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So, God isn’t going to intervene and touch your garden and cause you to have a big crop just because 
you obey him.  God is not going to reach down and put gas in your gas tank.  But that doesn't mean that 
God will not supply the wherewithal to get the ministry taken care of.  But, he does not reach down and 
do it the way he did it with Israel.  He does not give material blessings; he gives spiritual blessings. 

 

Philippians 4:14 Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did 
communicate with my affliction.  

But watch the spiritual blessings, (verse 14), - “Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did 
communicate with my affliction.”  These Philippians sent money, an offering, to Paul.  Did the offering 
that they sent Paul come from the motivation of the Spirit of God inside of them using the doctrine that is 
in them?   
 
When Paul received the offering, was that offering a physical or spiritual blessing to the guy?  It had to 
be both.  But, wait a minute!  He already learned how to live in poverty and how to live in prosperity, 

right?  So, he has that taken care of, doesn't he?  Look what he says in verses 15-18 

 

Philippians 4:15 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of 
the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated 
with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.  

Philippians 4:16 For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto 
my necessity.  

Philippians 4:17 Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may 
abound to your account.  

Not because I desire a gift: (the money was not the issue) but I desire fruit (spiritual fruit) that may 
abound to your account. 
 
Philippians 4:17 – “Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account.”  He 
said, “I don’t want your money, but I want you to have fruit on your account.  If you give money to my 
ministry, it is not an issue of getting money, but it is the privilege that you are getting of gaining fruit for 
your account.”  Verse 18 

 

Philippians 4:18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of 
Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet 
smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.  

Paul didn’t look at that stuff and say, “Oh, look at the physical things I have!”  He took those physical 
things and looked at them as a spiritual service. 
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Now, you can get all out of balance with this thing.  When you understand that our blessings today are 
spiritual blessings, you can all of the sudden just pontificate and pronounce that God does not do 
anything physical in the world today; and you have no physical affect on one another, and that just isn’t 
true.  You don’t believe that because you see the Philippians supply a need for Paul in those verses we 
just read.   
 
But, how was the physical need supplied?  Did God just say, “Rain!” and the rain fell?  No!  Did he just 
say, “Car, don’t run out of gas!”  No!  How did he do it?  He did it through other members of the body of 
Christ – they heard the word Paul preached “by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to 
every man’s conscience in the sight of God” (2 Corinthians 4:2).  That word goes into their soul, the Spirit 
of God takes that word in their soul, and they see Paul’s ministry there as a camaraderie, a spiritual 
fellowship between them and his ministry, and the doctrine in their soul motivates them to give toward 
his ministry.  Do you see that?   
 
And, when he receives it, does he receive it from them?  Yes, and he thanks God for the spiritual gift, the 
spiritual sacrifice.  He is looking at the real issue.  Listen, the body of Christ has a ministry, one member 
to another, to nourish and to help and so forth.  That’s the way the work of the ministry is done.  We’re 
talking about the ‘nitty gritty’ right here – money to carry on the ministry.  How is it supplied?  How will 
the work of the ministry be carried on?  The body of Christ will do it.   
 
Do you know how God works in the world today?  He works through his word resident in the body of 
Christ.  He works through his body.  It is not outward intervention, like it was under the Kingdom 
Program, where God would come in and intervene and do certain things.  But, rather, the blessing today 
is a result of his word working. 
 
God has not promised to shield you from poverty.  I know you hear a lot of preaching about all this 
prosperity business.  Do you know what those preachers are doing?  They are quoting Deuteronomy 28.  
Listen to the man on the television and read the verses he is reading to you, and you will see that it is 
Deuteronomy 28. 
 
Just the other day, I was in New York for a meeting on Sunday morning.  While I was at the hotel, I 
turned the television on and this man was prancing up and down through the audience quoting 
Deuteronomy 28 and saying, “That’s you!”  That is not you, is it?  That preaching will bring confusion and 
destruction to your life as a believer.  You need to know what to expect from God and how God operates 
today.  That is important!  The focus is on the spiritual – blessings that we have in Christ. 
 
Verse 18 – “But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were 
sent from you, (what are they?) an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.”  
 
They sent Paul an offering for the work of the ministry, and they did it out of their love to God and their 
gratitude to God for what God had given to them.  They did it out of love and gratitude for what God had 
done for them in Christ, and their gratitude to God for the salvation that they had, and their desire to see 
others reached with the gospel of grace.  They sent the offering to Paul; and Paul said, “God looks at this 
as a sweet savour, a sacrifice, wellpleasing to him.”  It was something that pleased and honored God, 
which is the opposite of grieving him, by the way.   
 
Do you understand that the way you grieve the Holy Spirit is with the self-indulgence and the sinful life?  
But the way you honor him, and please him, and the way you make it a sweet smelling sacrifice is by just 
being totally dedicated to him.  2 Corinthians 2:14-15 
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Philippians 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  

“But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  Now, notice 
where the riches are – the riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  Where is glory?  Glory is in the heavenly 
places.  What are the riches that he’s talking about?  He is talking about Ephesians 1:3.  That is almost a 
direct reference, just in other words.  He is going to supply your need according to all spiritual blessings 
that are yours in heavenly places.   
 
But, what kind of a supply is “all spiritual blessings” going to give you?  Listen to me!  God has never 
promised to shield members of the body of Christ from either poverty or pain.  And if you do not believe 
that, look back at Philippians 4:10-11. 
 
That is a promise given to the Philippians – the Philippians who were faithful in their obedience, in their 
heartfelt participation in the work of Paul’s ministry.  That is not a verse that is given to just anybody to 
go out and do anything they want to and expect God to feed them.   
 
There were plenty of times when Paul was hungry.  It says that he was back in verse 12.  What’s the 
matter?  Was he out of the will of God when he was doing the work of the ministry?  If you get hungry in 
the work of the ministry and you don’t have a physical supply met or something like that, don’t you 
blame God and say, “God is against me and God hates me or he wouldn’t let this happen to me!  If I was 
right, God wouldn’t let me get sick!” 
 
Do you know why you get sick?  I am sick right now.  I have a terrible cold that I’ve had since Sunday.  I 
got a sore throat after I led the singing Sunday night, and I had a fever when I got home.  It has been 
getting worse ever since.  Now, I could get in my closet and say, “Oh God, heal me!  Oh God, for the 
glory of the ministry, take it away!”  Or, I could just say, “Lord, I have to teach that class tonight, and we 
are making video tapes to train men all around the country, so I have to be able to think straight.   
 
I am working for the sake of the ministry and for the good of the work, for the glory of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  So, don’t worry about what I feel, but just take that sore throat away from me right now!”  That 
would be asking for a spiritual reason, wouldn’t it?  Sure it would!  Then do you know what would 
happen?  I’d still have to eat some peppermint so I could talk.  Do you know why?  It’s because God does 
not reach down and do that kind of thing today.  Now, everyone here knows that the healing ministry is 
over with today.  But, why is it that when you get sick, all of the sudden you think it’s over with for 
everybody but you?   
 
I know a dear brother that sat under Mr. O’Hare’s ministry, and I used to hear him say that the healing 
program is not in operation today.  Then not too long ago, he had a brush with cancer; and he made 
every deal with God that you could imagine, if God would heal him and spare him.  He went to the doctor 
and he got well.  The doctor fixed it for the time being anyway.  Now, he is out breaking his neck trying 
to pay God back.  And, he got angry with me because I told him that I didn’t believe God healed him 
directly and miraculously. 
 
If I don’t die from this cold, it’s because God had mercy on me.  You ought to get sick and die.  Sin 
should just kill you.  You should have been dead six years ago.  It is just by the mercy of God that we are 
still living.  Paul said in Philippians 2:27 – “For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on 
him” (Epaphroditus).  He was right next door to death, but he got well.  God had mercy on him.  When 
you get sick, do you know what you should say about it?  Romans 8:22 
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Philippians 4:19 says, “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory (same 
passage) by Christ Jesus.”  That is wonderful.  Do you have a need?  Well, he is going to take your inner 
man and supply it on the basis of his ability.  It is not supply it, by it or out of it, but it is according to it.   
 
A man just won thirty million dollars in New York.  Now he can pay off.  Somebody could come up to him 
and say, “Look, I need some help.”  And he could say, “Look I’ll help you according to my ability.”  Or he 
could say, “I’ll help you out of my ability.”  Which would be better?  Well, he could take out of that thirty 
million dollars and give you one dollar, couldn’t he?  But, if he helps you according to that ability, he 
could hardly give you one dollar.  He is able to do a lot more than one dollar.  Well, that is the idea – 
according to his ability.  

 

 

Philippians 4:20 Now unto God and our Father be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen.  

Final Greetings 

Philippians 4:21 Salute every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren which 
are with me greet you.  

Philippians 4:22 All the saints salute you, chiefly they that are of 
Caesar's household.  

Philippians 4:23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Amen.  
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