
51 The Book of Colossians 

COLOSSIANS 
 
In Colossians 2:19 they were not holding the Head. In Colossi they were not honoring the Head over the 
Body.  In Ephesians the emphasis is the one Body over which Christ is the Head.  In Colossians the 
emphasis is on Christ who is the Head over the Body.  Because in Colossians they were not holding the 
Head, they thought they could do their own thinking.  They went after the wise plans of the religious 
system around them, and some other things that you study there.  In Colossians you see a doctrinal 
problem.  They again had departed, but this time they had departed from the advanced doctrine in the 
book of Ephesians.  So you see reproof in Philippians, and correction in Colossians. 
 
On the other hand, look at Colossians 2.  It focuses on Christ as the head of the body.  Colossians 
2:18,19 – “Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, 
intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, And not holding 
the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, 
increaseth with the increase of God.”  The idea is that the Colossians were not holding the Head, they 
weren’t focusing on Christ and what they had in him.  They wanted to become the Head themselves.  
They were vainly puffed up in their fleshly minds.  They were functioning on the basis of human 
viewpoint rather than on the basis of Colossians 3:1 – “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above.”   
 
So, in Colossians, he says, “Hey, Christ is the head”.  “And ye are complete in him, which is the head of 
all principality and power” (Colossians 2:10).  In Colossians 1:18, he says, “And he is the head of the 

body, the church.”  You need to focus on him, and let him hold your attention.  That is Colossians – 
focusing on the head. Ephesians focuses on the body of Christ of which he is the head – the doctrine.  
Philippians focuses on the mind of Christ in the believer.   
 
If you are going to live like the body of Christ that you have been made, then you need to have his mind 
working in you.  If you are going to behave like you are the body of which he is the head, then you have 
to have his mind and his viewpoint working in you.  If you are going to believe like he is the head, you 

can’t let anything else take his place.  You can’t put religion, or ceremony, or all those other programs in 
the world before him.  You can’t let those things take his place.  He has to be the center of everything, 
and that is Colossians – corrections. 
 
In Colossians, we see his headship.  There are more details about his headship in Colossians than 
anywhere else, and about the participation we will have with him in that future reconciliation of that 
system out there.  Now, do not forget about Philippians and Colossians.  And, do not forget to integrate 

them into your thinking.  When he says, “Be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might”, those 
books fit in an important way, and in a proper understanding, of how to do that.  
 

 

Greeting 

അദ്ധ്യായം :1 (64 ad) 

Colossians 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and 
Timotheus our brother,  
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Colossians 1:2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at 
Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. (Two groups- saved and faithful) 

Thanksgiving and Prayer 

Colossians 1:3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, praying always for you,  

Colossians 1:4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the 
love which ye have to all the saints, (Faith in Christ) 

Colossians 1:5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof 
ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;  

Faith, hope, and love—the essence of what a mature, fully-functioning Christian life is about—Paul told 
these Colossians he had heard all about in them.  Then he emphasizes that hope.  It is listed last:  faith, 
love, and hope.  That gives us an idea of what Colossians is going to focus on:  the headship of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and God making known to you what is the riches of the glory of this mystery, and your 
participation in that blessed hope.  You are alerted to the fact that Colossians is going to contain some 
advanced doctrine.  There is to be some mature meat doctrine.  In this epistle we are no longer in the 
milk.   
 

 

Colossians 1:6 Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and 
bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, 
and knew the grace of God in truth:  

Colossians 1:7 As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, 
who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;  

Colossians 1:8 Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.  

Colossians 1:9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not 
cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;  



You pray for that when you pray.  Teach your people what to pray for by precept and by example.  As 
you pray, you can expect God to answer those kinds of prayers because that’s what God is interested in 
doing.  It will secure His blessing for the people.  
 
It’s also a source of spiritual power for your preaching.  Ephesians 6:18-20 
 
“For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye 
might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.” [Why does he 
want them to be filled with the knowledge of his will, have his word dwelling in them?]  verse 10. 
 
People, God empowers his saints in their ministry for Christ, and he makes them fruitful.  How does he 
do this?  He does it by “the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding” filling that 
believer.  Now that “knowledge of his will” in Colossians 1:9 is that special knowledge of the mystery.  
You understand God’s secret purpose for today (and you understand what God is doing) and that fills 
your life, and it fills you up.  Being “filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding” (verse 9) results in “That ye might walk worthy” (verse 10).   
 
The idea is that he wants them to be filled (to be controlled and dominated, and have their lives filled up 
and dominated completely) – saturated with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding.  He wants them to have an understanding of what God is doing. 
 
That is being “filled with the knowledge of his will” in your soul.  And “in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding” means to think the thing through.  The word “understanding” is a very interesting word.  
It means, “to think the thing through.”  You are thinking through the process, but you are also thinking it 
through into your soul.  Do you see that?   
 
Paul says to the Colossians, “I want you to be filled.”  What do you mean by “filled?”  Over in John 16 
Jesus tells his disciples because I told you this, your hearts are filled with sorrow.  What does he mean?  
You are gripped by it, and you are controlled by it.  Sorrow has taken possession of them.  If you look in 
your concordance you will find that word used a number of times.  To be filled with knowledge is to be 
saturated to the point of being controlled with the knowledge, with the wisdom.  
 
That is just a different way of saying “wisdom” and “prudence”.  “Be filled with the knowledge of his will,” 
means to know what God’s will is, what his purpose is, what his counsel is, what he is doing.  But, be 
filled with it in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.  Don’t just know about it, but know it!  Be on the 
inside.  Set your mind on it so that you think the way God thinks, and you can take that knowledge and 
use it to the best advantage in the details of your life.   
 
He wants you to be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; (why) 
“That ye might walk worthy.”  The only way to have a worthy walk is to have that information base that 
motivates you.  Colossians 2:2 
 
Do you see what he wants to happen to them?  He wants them to have some spiritual wisdom and have 
knowledge fill them and saturate them – control them.  That is what his prayers focus on.  (Philippians 
1:8-10).   
 
Turn to Colossians 1:9-11 – “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for 
you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding; (why does he want them to know this stuff?) That (purpose, intent) ye might walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with 
joyfulness.”   
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The point there is simply that the strengthening with all might (strengthened by his Spirit in the inner 
man) has to do with verse 9 – the residence of sound doctrine in the soul produces that strength.  The 
Holy Spirit empowers the believer through the word and makes that believer fruitful by the knowledge of 
his will.  And the knowledge of his will there is that special knowledge of the mystery revealed to Paul – 
grace truth.  
 
The truth, the knowledge that is power today, is not the law.  It isn’t the kingdom program.  It is the 
mystery program (mystery truth).  When you get body truth, you have powerful, transforming, working 
truth today.  2 Corinthians 4:16 
 
Colossians 1:9 – “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to 
desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his (God’s) will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding.”   
 
The idea in that verse is that they might get the big picture.  The will of God is not Where does he want 
you at three o’clock tomorrow afternoon?  But, the will of God is What is God doing today?  Once you 
know what he is doing, you will know where to be at three o’clock tomorrow afternoon.  And better than 
that, you will know how to be there regardless of where you are.  You will know who you are, and what 
God is doing in your life. 
 
Well, in order for them to know the will of God (be filled with all wisdom and understanding) he focuses 
on the two-fold headship of Christ.   
 

 

Colossians 1:10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of 
God;  

Paul prays: “that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding; That ye might walk”.  That progressive sanctification is a reference to your walk.  That 
initial sanctification is a reference to your position in Christ, and that is a constant.  But, your walk is not 
constant, but you are to be growing.  Ephesians 4:15 
 
The worthy walk, and the fruitful life, and the growing and learning, and the strength, and the stability, 
and so forth are the product (or the fruit) of grace.  The product of grace in the life of a believer will be 

that his life is “fruitful in every good work.”   
 
Sometime people say that if you preach grace to people they will live in sin.  And they say that if you 
preach grace to people they will never have an appreciation for the need to be against sin.  Listen, sin is 
a horrible thing.  Sin is a dastardly thing. God Almighty opposes sin, and he is against it.  Paul says, “God 
forbid.” God protests against sin, and any sin in your life or anybody else’s life, has the opposition of God 
Almighty and grace teaches you that point.   

 
But grace does not just condemn you and point out the sin.  Grace gives you the capacity to bring forth 
fruit that God will accept – that God’s justice is pleased with, and is happy with.  It brings to your life the 
capacity to do something that you could not do before – please God. 
 
So grace does not minimize sin.  Grace does not mean that sin is not important.  Grace produces the 
ability in your life as an individual (and in the life of the people you minister to) to properly and 
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completely and totally deal with sin.  This is the truth we learned in Romans 6-8: how God has made you 
a part of a total victory program over sin.   
 
And in your ministry Satan is going to attack the gospel.  The first five chapters of Romans are going to 
be an issue.  He is going to seek to destroy grace in the gospel, and then he is going to seek to destroy 
the ability of the believer (who is now free from sin) to live in that freedom (Romans 6-8).  And you have 
to be aware of that.  (Philippians 1:9) 
 
If you want to be right in your life, and if you want the details of your life to be handled the way that 
pleases and honors God, then you need to know what God is doing today.  And, if you find out what God 
is doing today according to the word of God rightly divided, you will have the instructions to handle the 
details of your life in line with what God wants done and what he is doing in the world today.   
 
God Almighty is at work today, but he isn’t doing what most people think he’s doing.  He isn’t forming the 
kingdom; he isn’t reclaiming real estate; he isn’t setting the nations of the earth right.  He will do those 
things and work through his dispensational purposes in time; but today he is forming the body of Christ, 
and he works through that body to that end. 
 
If you want to know the will of God, then you have to know who you are in Christ, who God has made 
you in Christ, and then how to operate on the basis of who you are, and then get on with the program. 
The will of God is similar to a show I watched on TV when I was a kid.  It was called “The Big Picture”.  
They went over World War II naval engagements and air engagements, and they gave you the big 
picture of the battle.  You backed off and looked at the big picture, and that is the issue. 
 
But, we are selfish, so we want to know What about me?  But, you don’t find out about me until you find 
out what God is doing.  When you get that, then your part in it will become naturally apparent to you 
because the doctrine that is resident in your soul will give you discernment to handle the details of your 
life so you are in line with what God is doing.   
 
We are predestinated to the adoption, according to the good pleasure of his will.  Ephesians 1:6 is the 
purpose – that we would be “To the praise of the glory of his grace.”  God Almighty is going to get the 
praise of the glory of his grace in the ages to come through the church, the body of Christ.  Isaiah 43:21 
 
What does prayer have to do with this?  Gentlemen, think about it for a minute.  When you pray in the 
Spirit, there is a ministry of God the Holy Spirit that is a supernatural ministry in your spirit as you 
respond to it.  He takes your prayers and brings them in line with what he is doing today based on the 
doctrine stored up in your soul.  Think about it for a minute.  Prayer energizes doctrine in your soul and 
enhances your accountability and your walk.  What does it do?  Prayer gives you conviction of sin, right?  
Here you are and you have something you want to do.  You have an issue in front of you, and you begin 
to pray about it.   
 
For example: I just spent two weeks in bed sick with the flu.  I was lying there hurting, and shivering, 
and sweating, and tired, and ornery, and cantankerous.  Finally you just get to the place where you say, 
“Lord if you would just put the healing program back in operation for two minutes.  Reach down here and 
zap – get rid of that demon!  Fix me Lord!”  Do you know why I did that?  I did that because that is what 
is in my heart.  I wanted to get well.   
 
So to whom should I tell that?  Well, he says, “Come tell me everything.”  So I say, “Lord I want to get 
well, can’t you help me out?”  Now as soon as I said that, the doctrine in my soul reminds me, You know 
better than that Rick. You know the Lord is not doing that today.  All of the sudden I verbalize the thing, 
and my conscience is fortified by the doctrine, and it says, “Wait a minute, that is not right, that is not 
what God does today.”   
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So what do I do?  I say, “Well, I would sure like you to do it just for two minutes, but I know that is not 
how you operate.”  I bring my prayers into line on that point, and instead of gaining absolute total 
frustration by continually begging God to heal my body, or to do this or that or the next thing, what do I 
do?  I bring my prayer into line with what he is doing today.  I know what to expect of him.  I know what 
he expects of me, and I can have peace.  I can be motivated to function properly because grace allows 
me to be accountable.  Please do not forget that grace allows you to be totally accountable.  It allows me 
to recognize that incorrect statement (that desire of my heart toward God) and acknowledge that it is not 
in line with what he is doing today.  Now is there anything wrong with wanting to be well?  No.  You 
should want to be well, and you should not want to be sick.   
 
We have looked for months and months for an automobile.  We have been driving a small (little) car, and 
my three boys are getting bigger.  So, we need a bigger automobile.  Now, we have been getting by with 
that little care, but I have been praying, “Lord you know we need an automobile, and there are two 
problems.  Number one, I do not know where there is one to buy.  And, number two, I do not have the 
money to buy it with.”  Now those problems are problems that I do not have any control over right now.  
And I am just telling the Lord, “You know what they are Lord, and I do not know what is going to 
happen, but we need a car.  And you know we need a car.  In fact we need a car by this summer, by 
April.” 
   
Now do I just expect the Lord to send lightning down, and split the sky, and burn a hole over there in the 
pavement and say, “There it is?”  And so I just sit back and wait for him to do it.  Is that what I am 
supposed to do?  
 
Well that is not how God operates today.  So what do I do?  I function and I say, “Lord we need an 
automobile.”  And I sit down and think about it before the Lord.  I talk to the Lord about it, and I begin 
to verbalize the things about it.  And I begin to think about them, and talk about them, and I begin to be 
accountable for them.  And I determine on the basis of biblical principles (spiritual perception) the kind of 
an automobile I need.  So therefore I eliminated everything that should be eliminated.   
 
So, I have that box we talked about in the previous lessons.  And I make decisions about certain things, 
and I put some cars in that box.  And I can have any kind of car I want within that box.  It is not going to 
help me to go buy a Mercedes Benz, because frankly I do not need to spend that much money.   
 
Is it okay for me to have a Mercedes?  There is nothing in the world wrong with a Christian owning a 
Mercedes.  I can have a Mercedes and just enjoy it and go to town.  And, I could buy one if I did not 
have my children in Christian School.  But you see there is something going on there that is of spiritual 
value that I count important on the basis of spiritual perception.  So I choose to do that, which means 
there is not enough money left to go buy a big expensive automobile.  It would be okay to buy the 
automobile.  There would not be anything wrong with me driving a Cadillac, if I can pay for it.  There is 
nothing lustful or bad about that.  But on the basis of spiritual perception (my adult son-ship) I say, “I 
have x number of dollars and I will spend it here.  I want to do this and I have money to give to the 
Lord’s work, I have to children to educate, I have got bills to pay, etc.”  Therefore, I come to the 
conclusions and the framework.   
 
How do you come to those conclusions?  Don’t you pray about them?  God does not intend for you to 
make decisions without any care or any thought about them.  You carefully work those things through, 
and that is what prayer is about.  You pray on the basis of the word.  And as you pray, your prayers 
cause you to be accountable.   
 
I say, “Well I could take the children out of school, and save that tuition money, and buy two cars.”  But 
then all of the sudden the doctrine comes up about child raising and about why I have them there to 
start with.  And the doctrine comes up and says, “No that is more important than an expensive car.”  So I 
scratch the expensive car off the list.   



 
Prayer allows you to be accountable, and you have the accountability to work through the thing, work the 
principles of scripture into your mind and then make the decisions on the basis of it.  Is God working in 
you both “to will and to do” his good pleasure?   
How does he do that?  He does it as you prayerfully obey the scripture.  Prayer produces motivation to 
function properly.  It energizes the doctrine that is in your soul by making you accountable to it, by 
enhancing your accountability.  It gives you conviction about wrong things that you are doing.  It will 
identify them for you.  You hear what is in your heart, and it promotes sensitivity to other people.   
 
In 1 Timothy, it is public prayer.  They are praying in public.  And as I stand and pray in public, do you 
know what I do?  I confess to you the things that are in my heart.  And if there is something in my heart 
that I confess and I pray, it identifies an area of spiritual weakness in me.  If I stand in a meeting, and I 
begin to pray and ask God, “Oh please reach over here and touch Chris’ body, make him well.  Touch 
Art’s withered hand, and make it whole.  And yes God I pray that your Spirit will fall over here.  And 
when Greg preaches at the mission, I pray that the fire would fall.”   
 
If I begin to pray like that, what should you do?  I know what some people would do – they would say, 
“Did you hear what he said?  How in the world could he say that?  Something must be the matter with 
him!”   
 
But when you operate on grace, aren’t you free to forgive him for his lacking intelligent prayers?  In fact, 
aren’t you responsible to forgive him unconditionally like God forgave you?  In your Christian life, you are 
not supposed to put other believers on a performance system, are you?  You are not supposed to require 
them to know something before you give them your acceptance, are you?  But isn’t that what we do?  
We are all too legalistic.  We all too often (even the best of us) put each other on a performance system.  
But what should we do?  We accept it, and then we are sensitive to it.   
 
Do you see the value of public prayer as a motivating factor toward proper activity, not just individually, 
but for the assembly.  Paul prays for the Colossians and he says: “For this cause we also, since the day 
we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his 
will (1:9).  He prayed for the Ephesians 1:15-17:  
 
Turn to Colossians 1:10 – “That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing.”  That is it – walk 
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing.  1 Thessalonians 2:10-12 
 

 

Colossians 1:11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious 
power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;  

Do you want to have a worthy walk?  Do you want to be fruitful, and growing, and strong, and 
empowered?  Do you want to be motivated “unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness” (1:11).  
Do you want to have a happy effervescent Christian life?   
 
The way it comes about, the way God motivates you, the way God empowers you is his Spirit takes the 
knowledge of the truth of the word of God rightly divided (the knowledge of what God is doing) and 
stores that in your soul.  And God the Holy Spirit energizes his word and the motivation comes that way.  
Look at Hebrews 4:12 
 
The word of God strengthens the inner man through the Spirit.  The doctrine that is in a person’s soul 
fortifies and sustains the inner man by the Spirit of God (Colossians 1:11, Ephesians 3:16).  And lastly 
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referring to (4), it is the ability to continue growth without going backwards.  The fortification, and the 
strength, and the ability to be sustained is the Spirit of God through the word.  
 
Paul is talking about taking that doctrine and filling your soul up with that doctrine: “That ye might walk 
worthy of the Lord [that ye might have the measure of faith that operates and brings forth fruit unto 
righteousness] unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of 
God; Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering 
with joyfulness” (Colossians 1:10-11).  That is going right up the ladder and gaining the ability to function 
and operate as a member of the body of Christ. 
 
And the issue in your ministry is to take that process (this foundation information) and build up the 
house.  That is why the information has to be placed in there in the proper order (following the proper 
procedure) because there is a design in what you are doing.  You are not just throwing spaghetti all over 
the wall like modern art.  You are not children finger painting.  You are dealing with people’s souls.  And 
your ministry has to be designed that way.   
 
And when you preach to people you are either building them up in the faith (establishing them in the 
faith, getting them rooted and built up that they might abound therein with thanksgiving) or you are 
destroying them.  Romans 14:20  
 
 

 

Colossians 1:12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:  

Colossians 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:  

You understand that we today participate in the universal government over which the Lord Jesus Christ is 
the Head.  Do you know what the head of the government of the universe is called?  A King.  In the Bible 
the proper government is a monarchy.  I am sorry, you Republicans and Democrats, but that’s what it is.  
The most benevolent, the kindest, the best form of government that ever could be is a monarchy ruled 
over by a righteous man, the Lord Jesus Christ.  In that day righteousness will be the order of the day.   
 
It is his dear Son, the one that he loves.  We have been translated into the kingdom of his beloved, the 
Son of his love, his dear son, the one that is dear to his heart.  We say, “The apple of my eye, or the 
darling of our heart.”  And that is what Christ is to the Father.   
 
In Christ, we have total acceptance – accepted in the beloved.  God has given us unconditional 
acceptance in Christ.  That is grace!  It is talking about his grace wherein he has made us accepted in the 
beloved.  We have unconditional acceptance before God Almighty through grace.  Romans 3:24 

 
Does a kingdom have citizens?  Are you in the kingdom of his dear Son?  You have citizenship.  Turn to 2 
Timothy 4.  I talked to you about this fact right here when we went through Romans 4.  This is 
something that grace believers do not want to acknowledge a lot of times – that God has made us 
citizens.  If you are citizens, you have to be members of a political entity, and that’s what a kingdom is.  
2 Timothy 4:18 
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Colossians 1:13 – “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son.”  It is just being ignorant of the truth of God through the blindness of your own 
heart – in darkness.  You were just a dumb thump that couldn’t find your way around.  A fellow once 
said, “You were like a blind bat flying backwards in a dark room.”   
 
But now, you are not that way.  You are light and you have understanding in the Lord.  So what should 
you do?  You should act like you know something, and walk like children of light.  Act like you know what 
is going on.  If you are walking around in a dark room, you do not know what is there, do you?  If you 
are walking around in light, (the room all lit up), don’t you know what is happening?  Walk like you know 
what is going on. 
 

 

Colossians 1:14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins:  (Redemption through his blood (the forgiveness of sins) = blood missing) 

Have = (Eph 1:7)  

NASV) Colossians 1:14 In whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  Doesn’t your Bible say 
something about “In whom we have redemption through His blood"?  “Through His blood” is left out.  1 
Timothy 3:16. 
 
He tells you in chapter 1:12-14 about all that God has done for you in Christ.  Then he tells you that the 
reason he did all that is because he has this reconciliation program.  He is forming the body of Christ to 
take the ranks of positions of authority in the heavenly places, and reconcile them back unto himself.  
And that is why he reconciled you – those four reconciliations.  One is your personal reconciliation to God 
and then in the body of Christ and then that future reconciliation.   

 

The Preeminence of Christ 

Colossians 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
every creature: (JC = expressed image of God) 

Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, 
and for him:  (To worship JC) 

Notice, there are said to be thrones, dominions, principalities and powers, but where are they?  They are 
in the earth and in heaven.  They are visible and invisible.  There are principalities on the earth, positions 
of governmental authority.  There are principalities in the heavens, positions of governmental authority.  
He uses the same terms to describe the positions of rank and authority on the earth that he uses to 
describe the government of the heavens, so you can understand that what is up there corresponds to 
what is down here.  There is a corresponding likeness in governmental authority.  Titus 3:1 
 
Jesus Christ created everything that is in heaven and everything in the earth.  Notice carefully that when 
he is talking about Christ creating all things, he is not talking about the fact that He created the material 
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universe.  What things did He create?  Thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers.  What are those?  
Those are terms that are used in the Bible to describe positions of governmental authority.  You know 
what a throne is.  A dominion is the territory ruled over by the throne.  A principality is a chief ruler in a 
territory.  Powers:  the powers that be are ordained of God.  The word is exousia—the governmental 
authority, positions of rank and authority in the government.  
 
Jesus Christ, when He created the heaven and the earth, (Genesis 1), He created positions of rank and 
authority all through the heaven as well as on the earth.  Paul uses the same terms to describe the 
governmental authority on the earth as he does to describe them in heaven.  Paul says, you see that on 
the earth, principalities, powers, etc.?  Do you understand that?  Alright, the same thing is out yonder.  
The heavens are designed governmentally just like the earth is.  The earth one day in the millennium, will 
be divided into twelve sections.  Each section will be ruled over by one of the tribes of the children of 
Israel.  Probably no doubt the heavens themselves have been divided into twelve sections.  Each section 
will be ruled over by members of the body of Christ.   
 
For more information on this subject get the CD’s on Eternal Glory put out by Grace School of the Bible.  
That series goes into the detailed structure of all of these things.  You need to get that information and 
study it.  We will go through some of it in the advanced studies in the book of Ephesians, but you need 
to get those if you are interested in it, and you had better be.  You need to understand this because this 
is where you are going to be in the ages to come.  Ephesians 6:12. 
 
These are the “all things” in Verse 20.  This is the context of the passage.  
 
It’s not “whether they be – trees, ground, air, stars” is it?  Verse 16 is not written with the purpose of 
putting the monkey on the run or refuting evolution.  You know that verse of prose . . .  
 
First he was a tadpole swimming in the sea; 
Then he was a monkey swinging from the tree; 
Now he’s a Professor with a PHD.  
 
That passage is not written for the purpose of refuting evolution.  He tells you what it is that Christ 
created that he is interested in:  thrones, dominions, principalities and powers.  What is that?  It is those 

positions of rank and authority in government, whether they be in heaven or whether they are on the 
earth.  All these “things” were created by him and for him and he is before all those things and all those 
things consist, “And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead; that in all [things] he might have the preeminence.  (Colossians 1:18) 
 
How is Christ going to have the preeminence in the positions of rank and authority of the government of 
the earth?  He has a kingdom nation that will take over the government of the earth and restore the 

positions of rank and authority on the earth back under his headship through a kingdom vested in the 
nation Israel. 
 
And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: (Colossians 2:10) 
 
Colossians 1:16 For by him [Jesus Christ] were all things created that are in heaven, and that are in earth 
[Genesis 1:1], visible [they’re here and you can see them] and invisible [they’re out there and you can’t 

see them], whether they be [trees and monkeys and elephants and man - no, that’s not what it says, is 
it?  What does the verse say God created?]  Thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers.  
 
What is a throne and a dominion and a principality and a power?  They are governments, aren’t they?  
God, in Genesis 1:1, created in Heaven and in the earth realms of government and governmental 
rulership and authority.  He created them in the earth and in the heaven.  So, the earth has a 
governmental structure, and the heavens have a governmental structure that God created.   
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“All things were created by him, and for him.”  God created the universe with a governmental structure 
that fills the heavens and the earth.  What we’ll learn as we study this is that He says that the 
governmental positions on the earth are visible, and the ones in the heavens you can’t see.  So God uses 
terms you are familiar with.  You know what a throne is; you know what a dominion is; you know what a 
principality is; you know what a power is.  He says: You see that government out there; you understand 
how it operates?  There’s one just like that up there in the heavens that you can’t see, and it operates 
the same way, but out there it’s operated by creatures you can’t see.  We call those creatures angels.  
 
The point is that there’s a government out there.  He created it by Jesus Christ, but He also created it for 
Jesus Christ.  Who do you think ought to be the head of that government?  Jesus Christ.  God created it 
for Him.  Ephesians 1:10 
 
Colossians 1:16 – “For by him (Christ) were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth.”  
We are talking about Genesis 1:1 and Ephesians 1:10 and Ephesians 3:15 – heaven and earth.  “For by 
him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they 
be (he is going to tell you what he’s talking about) thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 
things were created by him, and for him.”  When God created the heaven and the earth back there, he 
made stations of rank and authority all through the universe.  He established a government that covered 
the whole universe, the heaven and the earth, and he made them all for Christ.  He made them all to 
function under his authority.  
 
Then, there was a rebellion.  Satan himself wanted to usurp those positions of rank and authority.  And 
because of that rebellion, God placed man on the earth and told him to go out there and subdue the 
positions of rank and authority on the earth and win them back to him.  He didn’t say much about the 
heavens.  God has a restoration program for the earth through man that he put on the earth in Genesis 1 
and 2, but he also has a reconciliation for the heavenly places through man that he is forming today in 
the church the body of Christ. 
 
Notice that the “all things” in that verse are identified as being thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers.  Now, you know what a throne is, right?  It is a seat of governmental authority.  A dominion is 
an area of governmental authority.  A principality and a power are governmental authorities.  Romans 
13:1-2 
 
Those positions of rank and authority are on the earth, (you can see them), and they are in the heavens, 
(you can’t see them).  But, you can understand what is in the heavens by looking around you and seeing 
what’s on the earth.  He uses terminology that you understand to describe the positions in the heavenly 
places.  You understand how a principality, or a power, or a throne, or whatever, works on the earth.  
Well, then you can understand how it works in the heavenly places.  You can understand the principle of 
its operation.  So, he is using terms that allow you to understand things in the heavens that you have 
never seen, places where you have never been.  But, at least you can comprehend how they operate. 
 
The thrones and dominions and principalities and powers in the invisible realm, as well as in the visible 
realm, belong to Satan and are under his headship today.  He usurped the headship of the government, 
(of the universe), and he is the head of the invisible government as well as the visible government.  
Ephesians 6:12 
 
Colossians 1:16 – “For by him (Christ) were all things created, (now we are in Genesis 1:1) that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth.”   
 
Then Jesus Christ created everything in heaven – all the heavenly hosts and all the rest.  Continuing in 
verse 16 – “visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 
things were created by him, and for him.”  
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Well what are those things Paul is talking about in verse 16?  What is a throne, and a dominion, and a 
principality, and a power?  Those are positions of governmental authority, aren’t they?  Well, Paul uses 
these terms that describe things on the earth that you understand.  You understand the meaning of a 
throne, and a dominion, and a principality.  Look at Titus 3:1 
 
Colossians 1:16 and review this passage – “For by him (Christ) were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him.”   
 
The earth is in the universe and then you have the third heaven, which is where God is.  Then there are 
positions of rank and authority all through the universe.  God has established, on the earth, positions of 
rank and authority – principalities, powers, mights, and dominions.  But, not only on the earth does he 
establish those things, but he established those things all throughout the universe.   
 
In other words, throughout the universe there are layers of authority, just as there are layers of authority 
on the earth in government.  And there is a structure within the government in the earth, within the 
powers that be, so there is this structure out through the universe.  And God Almighty has ordained it so.  
And that is what he is talking about in Colossians 1:16.  All things are created by him that are in heaven 
(invisible things out in the universe) and that are in earth (visible, you can see them) whether they be 
(and the verse defines what he is talking about) thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers.  
There are thrones, and dominions, and principalities, and powers on the earth and in the heaven.   
 
The issue in the passage is not whether or not he created the stars, and the monkeys, and the trees, and 
the ground, and the air, and the people.  The issue is positions of governmental authority.  And Paul uses 
terms (dominions, principalities, powers, etc.) that you can relate to and understand to describe the 
government on the earth.  Well, he takes the same identical terms that he uses about the earth to 
describe the government up in the heavens.   
 
The reason Paul does that is because there is a correspondence between what is happening on the earth 
and what is going on in the heavens.  Not only is there a correspondence in it, but if you can understand 
how these things work here on the earth, then you can understand something about what is going on up 
there in the heavenly places.   
 
In Paul’s Epistles, there are eight different terms that are used.  And I would like to list them for you, and 
I would like to try to cause you to understand them.  The passages of scripture are Romans 8; 1 
Corinthians 2; 1 Corinthians 8; 2 Corinthians 4; Ephesians 1,2,3,6; and Colossians 1 and 2.   
 
Now, if you will study those passages, you will find that the apostle Paul lists a series of eight different 
levels of governmental authority.   
 
1. Principality.      5. Dominions.  
2. Power.    6. Rulers of darkness of this world. 
3. Mights.     7. Spiritual wickedness. 
4. Thrones.    8. Every name that is named. 
 
These are the eight different terms that are used to describe this organization of the power structure.  
And you can take those things and make sense out of them, as you study and think through what 
happens in the earth.  But, the same thing is true about the power structure in the heavens.  An example 
of this is in Daniel 10.  Daniel is praying and God sends an angel to him to give him an answer to his 
prayer.  Daniel 10:12-14  
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Then you have “thrones” and “dominions”.  And you understand that a throne is over one particular area 
of authority, and dominions are divisions under that area.  And here, you are getting down to the local 
application of things – local governments.  You are getting involved in the structure of the way things are 
done.  In Luke 19:15-19, the Lord tells the tribulation saints, “If you’ve been faithful over much, I’ll make 
you ruler over ten cities and over five cities and over two cities”, and that kind of thing.  Thrones and 
dominions are referring to that breaking down of the powers as it goes down.  You can think of it as in 
state, county, and city – local government.  You have the breakdown of the thing. 
 
Then you have the “rulers of the darkness of this world”.  And that is a very interesting idea there.  
“Kosmokrator” is the word and it means “world rulers”.  And the idea is that of ambassadorship.  The 
idea is that these are the emissaries that represent one court before another court, and another court 
before another court, and back and forth.  It has to do with the emissaries to the courts that are the 
ruling capacities of this world.  It has to do with the diplomatic corps, if you want to think in terms of 
what we are talking about.  They are the people who go back and forth and do the interchanging 
between the governments.  They are not so much the ones who have the responsibility of enforcing the 
law or seeing that the law is executed and carried out.  They are not responsible for stopping rebellion 
against it, or deciding what the rules are, or delegating people to take care of it, or seeing that it is taken 
care of, and all those details.   
 
I don’t know if you think about it, but in the heavens there are things to do just like there are here on 
earth.  I watched them fill in that hole out there in front of the church.  It leaked for six months before 
they came and dug it out.  That thing leaked and leaked, and we worried about it and kept asking if 
anyone called about it.  Then after we called, six months later they came and dug a hole.  Well, 
somebody has to see to all that work getting done.  Someone has to dig the hole, and somebody has to 
fix the water main, and that kind of thing.  
  
And, the same is true in the heavens.  Now, I do not know how to relate that to you except just to use 
the terms the bible uses and believe that whatever it communicates to you, is what God meant to 
communicate.  For an example, see 2 Kings 6:17. 

 

Colossians 1:17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.  

Colossians 1:17 – “And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.”  Every time you read the “all 
things” here, they are the “all things” in verse 16.   

 

Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have 
the preeminence.  (Preeminence= 1st) 

He is the first one to come up from the dead with an immortal, glorified body never to die again.  
(Romans 8:29) 
 
If he is the head of Israel, he can have preeminence of the things on the earth.  Is there anyway that be 
being the head of Israel he can have the preeminence of things in the heavens?   God has a purpose.  He 
has made Christ to be head of the Body – “the firstborn from the dead that in all things he might have 
the preeminence.  In forming the church, the Body of Christ, God Almighty is creating a new species of 
human beings identified as the Body of Christ, equipping them with a hope and a home in heavenly 
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places and giving them a ministry there that in the Ages To Come, he might put us there in those 
positions and through the instrumentality of that new species of human beings, that new creation (2 
Corinthians 5:17) – that new man with a body designed to function in outer space, (not just down here 
on earth) totally unrestricted by the limitations of time and space just like He was – fashioned like his 
glorious body – that he might have the preeminence in ALL of those positions, all those things mentioned 
in Verse 16. 
 
Jesus Christ is the firstborn in a line of brethren who are going to be born from the dead just like Him.  
We come up with glorified resurrected bodies, bodies fashioned like unto His.   That is God's purpose for 
you.  God's purpose in forming the body of Christ is to give you a part in the inheritance, to make you a 
joint heir with Christ, for you to share equally in the inheritance that He has given to the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  That is God's purpose, and it is a sure purpose.   He said back in Isaiah:  “The thing that I have 
declared, that I will do.”   He said, I have declared it; it is going to be accomplished.  It is sure, folks. 
 
In Colossians 1:18, he says, “And he is the head of the body, the church.”  You need to focus on him, 
and let him hold your attention.  That is Colossians – focusing on the head. Ephesians focuses on the 
body of Christ of which he is the head – the doctrine.  Philippians focuses on the mind of Christ in the 
believer.  If you are going to live like the body of Christ that you have been made, then you need to have 
his mind working in you.   
 
If you are going to behave like you are the body of which he is the head, then you have to have his mind 
and his viewpoint working in you.  If you are going to believe like he is the head, you can’t let anything 
else take his place.  You can’t put religion, or ceremony, or all those other programs in the world before 
him.  You can’t let those things take his place.  He has to be the center of everything, and that is 
Colossians – corrections. 
 
You knew he was the head of the church, didn’t you?  Ephesians says he is the head of all things.  
Colossians 1 says he is the head of the church, which is his body.  Why is he the head of the church?  
Continuing in verse 18 – “ … who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things (all 
those positions of rank and authority) he might have the preeminence.”  God Almighty wants him to have 
the preeminence in every position of rank and authority whether it is in the heavenly places or whether it 
is down here on the earth. 
He has Israel to give him the preeminence on the earth, and he has the church, the body of Christ, to 
give him the preeminence in the heavens.  And the body of Christ was a secret purpose.   
 
Had Satan know that his positions in the heavenly places were in jeopardy and that God was going to 
restore all of the universe back unto himself through the cross, he would never have crucified the Lord of 
glory.  But, Satan didn’t worry about it.  Even if Jesus was resurrected, all he was going to do was restore 
Israel, and all Israel was ever going to get was the earth.  And, even if Satan lost the earth, (which he 
didn’t think he was going to lose), he had all the rest anyway.  
 
Satan spent about 4,000 years dealing with man, and he knew man wasn't going to get very far off the 
ground.  He saw people raised from the dead, and they couldn’t get off the ground after they were 
raised.  He saw saints die and go down in the center of the earth.  They never left the earth.  He never 
saw anybody go up into heaven until he saw the Lord Jesus do it.  He saw angels do it, but he never saw 
man do it until he saw the Lord Jesus, but it was too late then.  He was out of the grave, and the thing 
was accomplished. 
 
But, God is forming a new kind of people, a new creation.  He calls it in 2 Corinthians 5:17 “a new 
creature”.  The word “creature” means “every living creation”.  God is making a new creature today, a 
new man, a new kind of people to live in the heavenlies, and that’s the way he will make Christ the head 
of everything. 
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Notice carefully, Jesus Christ is said to be the head of the body.  He is the firstborn of all things.  The 
reason he is said to be the head of the church, the body of Christ, is “that in all things he might have the 
preeminence.”  Now, look at verse 18 – “that in all things.”  All what things?  You have to look at the 
context.  What does verse 16 tell you that “all things” are in the context?  God Almighty created the 
earth, and on the earth he put positions of rank and authority.  He created the heavens, and he put 
positions of rank and authority in the heavenly places.  These positions of rank and authority all 
throughout the whole universe have been usurped from the authority and the headship of God Almighty. 
 
Who is over the positions of rank and authority today?  Who is the prince of the power of the air, the 
unseen up there?  Satan is.  Who is the prince of this world?  Satan is.  He is the god of this world.  In 
Isaiah 14, he laid down a wise plan, a policy of revolt against the throne of God whereby he was going to 
take possession of the heaven and the earth.  He said, “I’ll be like the Most High.” 
 
“Most High” is a name of God that describes God as the possessor of heaven and earth, not just owning 
it but having it under his authority, and his control, and his headship.  Satan tries to usurp that, and he 
tries to get the angelic creation, and humankind down here, that God has placed there to run his 
government and his universe.  He seeks to have them follow him, and he wins the allegiance of many of 
them in large measure. 
 
So, the Lord Jesus Christ comes to provide a restoration of all of this.  He has the nation Israel, his 
kingdom nation, his earthly people; and the purpose of the nation Israel is to restore the headship of the 
Lord Jesus Christ back over the planet earth through the instrumentality of a kingdom that God has given 
them.  Jesus Christ will be their king, and through that nation, he will go out and he will restore his 
headship back over the earth. 
 
By the way, in order to do that he’ll divide the earth into twelve sections.  Those twelve sections 
correspond with the twelve divisions in the heavenly places out there, hence there are twenty-four elders 
in Revelation 4.  Those twenty-four elders are not types of Israel and the church and all that kind of 
business.  They are twenty-four elders, and God had given each one a responsibility in the original 
creation to oversee and to represent each one of those twenty-four territories in the universe, before his 
throne, on the mount of the congregation in the sides of the north. 
 
Folks, this is government, and this thing is real.  Satan has instituted a program of rebellion against God.  
God has put into effect a restoration program, and he will restore his headship over the earth through the 
nation Israel.  But, after he has the nation Israel, he says to Israel in Psalm 115:16 that the earth is mans 
and the heavens belong to the Lord.”  And you know man.  Could somebody like you, physically, get up 
to heaven?  Not hardly.   
 
The Lord Jesus Christ came and he died at Calvary so that the earth, the nation Israel, might receive her 
kingdom.  One day, the Lord Jesus Christ will come back down to the earth and set up his kingdom.  He 
is going to cast Satan out, and he is going to bind him in the bottomless pit, and he is going to restore 
his headship over planet earth. 
 
Now, if he has his headship back over the earth, that is wonderful and good, and that is exactly what he 
has intended to do, and he has been making that known in the prophetic program.  But, there are those 
positions in the heavenly places up there that nobody down here will ever be able to get to.  In order for 
the Lord Jesus Christ to have the preeminence in all of the positions of rank and authority, (not just on 
the earth but the ones in the heavenly places also), he has formed the church the body of Christ.  And 
the body of Christ is a special group of people.  It is not the prophetic program, but it is part of a mystery 
program.  It is a secret purpose that God had, and the body of Christ is called “a new man”, a “new 
creature”.  It is a new kind of human being, a new species of mankind being produced.  It is a group of 
people who will be born from the dead. 
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Look at Colossians 1:18 again – “and he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead.”  When you are firstborn from the dead, you are the first one; and if you are 
first, what does that imply?  It implies that there will be some more.  If there wasn’t going to be any 
more, you wouldn’t be the first, you would be the “only”.  He is not the only one born from the dead, but 
he is the first one.  He is the first in a line of people that are going to come after him – born from the 
dead just like he is (Colossians 1:18).   
There is a new species of mankind being created here.   
 
And I say that, in the sense, that there is a natural body and there is a spiritual body – we now bear the 
image of the earthy, and we’re going to bear the image of the heavenly.  It is more than just having a 
resurrection body that doesn't die.  It will be a body that will have the capacity to live in the positions of 
rank and authority in the heavenly places.  You have a natural body, a body that has the capacity, right 
now, to function on this planet, (in this sphere), living as a part of this creation.  But, at the rapture, you 
will have a spiritual body, a body with the capacity to live in the heavenly places, in those positions of 
rank and authority that you can’t even understand or even see now.  You will be able to live and function 
and have the mastery over them because you will have the perfect mind of Christ – something that you 
have at your disposal through his word, by his Spirit, right now.   
 
We talked earlier about the indirect influence of the Spirit of God that works indirectly through his word.  
In the ages to come, you will have a direct plug-in.  That is not what you have today.  Israel had a direct 
plug-in, but you do not have that today.  But, you will have it in the ages to come, and that will be a 
wonderful day!  
 
The ultimate reason for the formation of the church, the body of Christ, has to do with filling up those 
positions of rank and authority out there under one head; and that head is the Lord Jesus Christ.  In the 
ages to come everything will be placed under his subjection. 
 
Jesus Christ died at Calvary.  When he died at Calvary, God raised him from the dead.  When he came up 
from the dead, God said that he is the first born from the dead.  Then, he spent some time on earth 
before his ascension.  Do you know the difference between being the “only begotten” and the “first 
begotten”?  If you are the only one, is there any other one?  If you are the first one, are there some 
more?  There have to be or the word “first” wouldn’t mean anything.  The firstborn from the dead means 
the first one born from the dead with a resurrection body in a line of people that will be born from the 
dead just like him.  Romans 8:29 
 
“Who is the beginning” – the beginning of what?  The Jehovah’s Witness says, “the beginning of the 
creation of God.  He’s the first thing God ever made.”  That’s not what Paul is talking about.  “He’s the 
firstborn from the dead.”  He’s the first one to come up from the dead in a new way.  He’s the first one 
to come up from the dead in a line of people who are going to be resurrected like Him.  He’s the 
beginning of a new type of creation, a new humanity.  He’s the very first one to ever be resurrected that 
way. 
 
“Well, some other people were resurrected.”  Yes, they were.  Other people were raised from the dead 
but their being raised from the dead was entirely different than the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
It is critical for you to see that.  He was raised in an entirely new kind of way, something brand new, in 
the way that we are going to be made like His resurrection.  
 
I want you to compare the resurrection of Lazarus with the resurrection of Jesus and see the difference 
in how men previously had been raised and how our Lord was raised.  Matthew 28:2  
 
Colossians 1:18 says that he is the head of the body.  Colossians 2:10 says that he is the head of all 
principality and power.  Colossians 1 and 2 are doctrine.  Colossians 3 and 4 are practice.  In chapters 1 
and 2 of Colossians, he focuses on the headship of Christ.  He is the head of the body (verse 18).  Why?  
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Verse 18 – “that in all things (in all the positions of rank and authority in the government of the universe) 
he might have preeminence.”  If Christ is going to be the head of all principality and power, he has to 
have an instrumentality, an agency through which he will assume that headship.  That agency is the body 
of Christ, and that is the issue in chapter 1. 
 
Verse 18 – “And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead; that in all things (all the positions of rank and authority) he might have the preeminence.” 
 
Why is he the head of the body?  So that not just in the positions of the government of the earth, but in 
all of the positions, even in the heavenlies, he might be the top one, number one.  God will restore his 
headship in the earth through Israel, but the mechanism to make him the head of everything, even in the 
heavens, is the body.  There are two agencies, and it takes two things to accomplish the purpose – a 
purpose for the earth, and a purpose for the heavens. 
 

Colossians 1:19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness 
dwell;  

The whole fulness of all these things – it pleased God for it to dwell in Christ. 

 

Colossians 1:20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, 
by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they 
be things in earth, or things in heaven.  (Eph 1:10) (Paul’s revelation: Christ reconcile all by 

his blood = Jews and Gentiles = now the sins are dealt with) 

God’s purpose is to reconcile all those positions in the government unto Himself, and that will be 
accomplished in the Fullness of Times.  What God is doing in Time Past, But Now, and in the Ages to 
Come is forming the two agencies that He will use in the Dispensation of the Fullness of Times to bring 
all those things under the headship of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
1. He forms the nation Israel to bring the earth under His authority. 
2. He forms the Body of Christ to bring the heavenly places under His authority. 

 
That is a future reconciliation of “all things.”  What are those “all things?”  It is very important that you 
get the context of this passage.  Look at the verse again and note: 
 
 “..whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.”  
 
This is the classic passage of the Universal Reconciliationists.  They think that it means everything is 
going to be reconciled, even the devil!  They include every unsaved person.  Yes, it does say “all things,” 
but Paul spells out what the “all things” are and where they are.  Go back to Verse 16 to notice the 
context of the passage: (Colossians 1:16) 
 
The “all things” in Verse 20 are the “all things” in Verse 16.  He is talking about the system.  Verse 20 is 
talking about the future reconciliation of the universal system – the government of the universe.  The 
Lord Jesus Christ is going to restore a redeemed universe back under his authority through the 
instrumentality of the Body of Christ.  There is a future change of status coming for those positions of 
rank and authority throughout the universe and on the earth – a change in the principalities, powers, 
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mights, dominions, thrones, etc., and you and I are going to participate in that.  He is not talking there 
about getting Satan out of hell.  He is not talking about getting saved at all.  Reconciliation is not 
salvation.  Reconciliation gets no one out of hell.  Only the blood of Jesus Christ can get one out of hell.  
We are reconciled by the death of his Son.  That is the basis of it; reconciliation is the result.  You have 
an individual status change when you trust Christ but the blood of Jesus Christ also provides for a 
reconciliation of that universe. 
 
There will be a future reconciliation in more ways than one.  God Almighty will kick Satan’s crew in the 
heavenly places out of those positions of rank and authority and down on the earth, and replaces Satan’s 
host on the earth will Israel and the host in the heavenly places with the Body of Christ, (Ephesians 1:10) 
 
Don’t get those reconciliations mixed up. 
 
Here is your individual reconciliation: (Colossians 1:21-22) 
 
Verse 20 – “And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto 
himself.”  Now, the Universalists say, “Everybody is going to get saved and be reconciled back to God.  
Even the devil is going to get reconciled back to God.”  That is not true.  That verse is talking about “all 
things”, and you have to look at the context.  If you don’t understand that, look at the rest of the verse – 
“by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.”  That is a direct reference back to 
verse 16.   
 
Colossians 1:19-20 – “For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; And, having made 
peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things (all the positions of rank and 
authority) unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.”   
 
They are the things in verse 16.  He is not talking about unsaved people, and the devil, getting reconciled 
back to God.  He is talking about the system that God established when he created it and set those 
positions of rank and authority throughout the universe – God reconciling his system, his universe, back 
unto himself.  And, my friend, you and I are going to have a part in that. 
 

Colossians 1:21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled  

The enemy in your mind is your darkened spirit.  The unsaved man has an old sin nature; his soul is 
captive to it.  His spirit is dead; he has no connection with God.  An unsaved person is totally and 
completely depraved.  His soul is captive to his old sin nature.  His spirit is dead; has no connection with 
God.  Death in the Bible is generally not cessation of activity; it means separation from God.  For an 
unsaved man the motivations of life begin in his body (old sin nature), and dominate everything else.  
(For a saved man the motivations of life are to begin in the spirit and dominate everything else.) 
 
As a saved person, your old man has been crucified with Christ, and the body of sin is dead.  That is, it is 
rendered inoperative.  God has said it is dead.  By that He means that you are free from the sin that 
dwells in your flesh.  Your old sin nature is connected with your body.  Your new nature is connected 
with your spirit; it is the spirit of Christ in you.  Your will is a function of your soul.  He says, “I serve with 
my spirit;” look at Philippians 3:3. 
 
I will tell you again: there are four reconciliations in your bible, in Paul’s Epistles, that you must 
understand.  
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Individual Reconciliation – (Colossians 2:21)  You, as an individual, are reconciled back to God from 
enemy status to sonship status. 
The Reconciliation of the World – The nation Israel is cast away.  It is a dispensational reconciliation.  
The nation Israel is set aside and all of the world is in a position of equality before God. 
The Reconciliation “In One Body” – Jew and Gentile in one body. 
The Reconciliation of the System Back Under the Headship of the Lord Jesus Christ – a future 
reconciliation of that system of governmental authority back under the headship of Christ.  That takes 
place during the dispensation of the fulness of time. 
 
Now, it is important that you understand those reconciliations.  We talk about them, and we go over 
them; but when we do, we are dealing with some advanced issues of bible doctrine, sound doctrine, for 
today.  You need to know that and understand it fully. 
He is dealing with that in Ephesians.  He is getting involved in these issues, and he is getting involved in 
the issue of headship.   
 
Jesus Christ has a twofold headship.  He is the head of the church, the body of Christ (Colossians 1:18).  
“And he is the head of the body … that in all things he might have the preeminence.”  Through the body, 
he will exercise headship over those positions up there.  Colossians 2:10 – “And ye are complete in him, 
(Christ), which is the head of all principality and power.”  Jesus Christ is the head of the universal 
government.  Look back at Ephesians 1 and notice that in verses 20-22.  Ephesians 1:20-22 

 

Colossians 1:22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you 
holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:  (v 21, 22 Gentiles in view)  

Your individual reconciliation assures your participation in the future reconciliation in the universe.  God’s 
purpose is to reconcile and restore the whole system – the whole universe – back under the authority of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  “All things.”  So Colossians 1:20 is talking about the reconciliation of the system – 
the governmental authorities in heaven and earth.  Ephesians 2:16 is about the Body of Christ – Jew and 
Gentile reconciled together in one body.  Then there is the reconciliation of the world and then that 
individual reconciliation in Chapter 5 of Romans.  That is the issue that we will be dealing with here. 

 

Colossians 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be 
not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and 
which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I 
Paul am made a minister;  

How would you like to be able to say that about Chicago?  That would be great, wouldn’t it.  V. 28   
 
Now your ministry is a two-fold ministry.  We have talked about this before.  You have a ministry to the 
lost and you have a ministry to saved people.  I want you to see that with me.  In Colossians 1 Paul 
describes his (and your) two-fold ministry.  You need to begin in 1:19 and read down through 2:3.  We 
are not going to read that whole passage in this lesson because of time.   
 
Look at verse 23: “If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the 
hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under 
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heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister.”  Do you see that expression “I Paul am made a minister?”  
Look in verse 25: “Whereof I am made a minister.”  Do you see the repetition of it?   
 
In verse 23 he is talking about being made a minister with the gospel to be preached to every creature 
which is under heaven.  He is talking about his ministry to the lost with the gospel, with the message of 
reconciliation in verses 20-22. 
   
Verse 23 talks about the Judgment Seat of Christ and he says, “If ye continue in the faith grounded and 
settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was 
preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister.”  You see, the 
position that you are going to fill in that heavenly government depends on how the Lord Jesus Christ is 
going to present you to the Father after the Judgment Seat of Christ.   
 
And that is why Satan opposes the body of Christ.  He opposes us because we are the instrument, the 
agency, through whom God is going to reclaim those positions.  That is the reason the battle is there, 
and not just down here, because that is where the issue is in our ministry. 
 
Now, we’ll talk about that more in the next lesson.  But I wanted you to see, especially, how you and I, in 
our activity here, have an impact up there.  Do you realize that when you wash dishes, you have an 
impact in the heavenly places?  Doesn’t that make you feel different about washing dishes?   
 
When you go to the job and you do your work, or when you witness, or when you study, or when you 
pray, or when you live day in and day out, please know it has an impact up there.  And in the next 
lesson, I want you to see that impact and how it happens. 

 

Paul's Ministry to the Church 

Colossians 1:24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up 
that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's 
sake, which is the church:  

Now notice that passage: “Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you.”  Paul said, “I’m suffering for your 
benefit.”  But notice what he says the sufferings are: “fill up that which is behind.”  In other words, I’m 
completing the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake.   
 

You see, the world wouldn’t have the Lord Jesus Christ. They say, “Crucify him, and away with him.”  
And he ascends into heaven as a royal exile.  He is on exile from the planet.  His rightful place as the 
king, is to be reigning on the planet over the earth, over the universe, on his own throne.  But he (as a 
royal exile) has gone away and is seated at the right hand of the Father’s throne on high.  The world 
would not have him.   
 
So what does he do?  He sends Paul in his place.  He sends Paul to represent him before the world, with 

an offer of grace and peace.  Do you understand that?  So what happens?  As Paul goes out and 
represents Christ before the world, the attitude that the world has toward Christ is turned on Paul.  Can 
you understand why they do not just open up their arms and receive him with glad hearts?  He says, 
“The things that are happening to me are not happening to me just because I am a mean, ornery, nasty 
guy.  They are not happening to me because my methods are a failure.”  
 
I hope you are listening to me, and in ten years from now, when you are out in the ministry batting your 

head against the bricks, you will remember what I am saying to you and you will know how to evaluate 



what you are doing.  Because you are going to suffer rejection, and if you suppose gain is godliness, Paul 
says you are proud, and do not know what is going on.  Do you remember the passage in 1Timothy 6:5?  
If you do not, then write it down and read it.  You see, he is saying, “Hey, here I am out here.  I’m his 
ambassador.  I’m his representative.  I’m his spokesman.  And the things that the world would aim at 
him, and do to him, they would do it to me because I am his ambassador.” 
 
That is why in Philippians 3:10 Paul says that the goal and the aim is “That I may know him, (Christ) and 
the power of his resurrection, (and notice) and the fellowship of his sufferings”.  You see Paul is talking 
about partaking in Christ’s rejection: filling up and finishing the enmity that the world has towards Christ.  
And he says, “Hey, my desire is to follow him even in that.”  
 
Now what does the world want to do?  Does the world want to be rejected?  The world’s standards say, 
“No rejection.”  Am I right?  They have to be accepted.  You have to do whatever you have to do, to be 
accepted, and have the world’s standards met.  Paul says, “the fellowship of his sufferings”.  The world 
says, “Never appear weak and vulnerable.”  Paul says, “My strength is made perfect in your weakness, 
and that is what Christ tells me.”  He says, “Most gladly therefore will I glory in my weaknesses.”  And, 
that is not the standard of the world.   
 
Gentlemen, you have to realize that the standard of your ambassadorship (what your ministry is going to 
be like) is who you are.  You are the official representative and spokesman for God the Son.  And when 
you go out like that, the world is going to react to you the way that they reacted to him.  This age, in 
which we live, is the age of the official rejection of God the Son.  He’s off on exile, sending the message 
of grace and peace, through his ambassadors, to a world that has declared war on him.  Look at 
Philippians 1:28-29 

 

Colossians 1:25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the 
dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of 
God;  

"to fulfil (to complete) the word of God.”  The word of God has been completed in its contents, in its 
subjects, and in its canon.  There is no more revelation being given today.  Revelation has been 
completed.  Revelation produces inspiration.  Illumination produces preservation.  Revelation is 
completed; inspiration is completed.  They do not function today.  Revelation and inspiration are 
completed.  God has completed it, and it is finished.  Illumination, which is the understanding and 
enlightenment of the word, is continuing.  The teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit is illumination.  

Illumination produces preservation – identifying where God’s words are. 
 
Without Paul’s revelation, the word of God would never be complete in its subject matter.  Paul writes his 
epistles, and then Paul is gone.  John and the other men write the books that they wrote, and then John 
writes the last book of the Revelation; and he says, “Now, do not add anything to this and do not take 
anything away from it.”  So, the prophetic program is also complete.  Paul is given the revelation of the 
mystery, and the information that is given to Paul about the mystery is a full unit.  When that is given, 

then the word of God is completed. 
 
Do you see how a dispensation is something God gave to Paul for Paul to then make known to others?  A 
dispensation is a particular set of instructions, or a particular program that God administers or dispenses. 
 
(NIV) Colossians 1:25 I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the 
word of God in its fullness.   
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Doesn’t your Bible say something about a "dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the 
Word of God"?   
 
I am made a minister to lost people with the gospel of grace.  And we have talked about your 
ambassadorship as a minister to the lost with the grace gospel.  And we talked about how you have to 
maintain that issue of grace.  And we talked about the clarity of the gospel of grace.  But Paul also is 
made a minister to the church, the body of Christ.  And that is what he begins to do in Colossians 1:24-
25. 
 
“Whereof I am made a minister.”  Paul has a ministry, not just to unsaved people but also to the saints.  
And you as a pastor, and as a preacher, and as a believer, and as an ambassador for Christ, have a 
ministry to the lost with the gospel of grace.  But you also have a ministry and a responsibility to the 
saints, and it has to do with the dispensation of the grace of God: 
 
Colossians 1:25 – “Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to 
me for you, to fulfil the word of God.”  What is that “dispensation of God”?  Verse 26 
  

 

Colossians 1:26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and 
from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:  (Eph 3:2,5,9)  

Hey folks, the revelation given to the apostle Paul does what to the word of God?  It completes the word 
of God.  Didn’t you ever wonder why the book of Acts goes “zap” and it’s over with?  What makes Luke 
just quit?  Luke writes a book describing the fall of Israel – salvation going to the Gentiles.  Luke is there 
with Paul to the end.  Hey, Luke is there, but they begin to get this information; and he gets these books 
and this revelation, and the Prison Epistles are the norm.  The standard has been reached for the 
dispensation of grace.   
 
When you are reading Ephesians, the norm and the standard for the dispensation of grace has been 
reached.  The transition things are over with.  1 Corinthians 13:11-12 
 
There is no degree of prior revelation allowable in that verse.  
 
Verse 26 – “Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations.”  Then what is the 
dispensation that was committed to Paul?  It is the mystery.  Then it is a legitimate term to use the term 
“the dispensation of the mystery”, and you will find it in your bible in Colossians 1:25-26. 
 
Some of the grace brethren desire to have the expression “dispensation of the mystery” so they use the 
new bible text, and they forsake the King James Bible, or forsake the Textus Receptus.  They go back to 
the other text, and they pull out the “dispensation” – the difference between  “koinonia”, which is the 
Greek word for “fellowship”, and “oikonomia”, which is the Greek word for administration or economy or 
dispensation.   
 
We have already looked at that word.  “Oikonomia” is where our English word “economy” comes from, 
and it is the word “dispensation”.  But the word here is “koinonia”, which means “fellowship”.  It is 
communion, fellowship, partnership, and the things that we share together and share in common.   
 
Paul says that what God is doing in the mystery was hidden from the prophets back there.  They couldn’t 
talk about it, because they didn’t know about it.  Compare Acts 3 and Romans 11.  Acts 3:25, Romans 
11:11. 
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Then he says to you in Colossians 1:24-26 that it is all a mystery.  This is a secret that nobody knew 
about, but it is made know now.  And now we have the fullness of all that God is going to do, and the 
fullness of God is manifest to us.  

 

Colossians 1:27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of 
the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory:  

The wealth of the glory of this Mystery is Christ in you Gentiles, the hope of glory.  We say, “Well, it’s 
always been that way as far as we know.”  But it hasn’t always been that way.  When you begin to study 
Time Past and the cut-off position of the Gentiles back then and the privileged position of honor that 
Israel had; when you begin to see that, you can appreciate more and more the change that has taken 
place between Time Past and Now.  

 
People sometimes say, “Well, what real difference does it make where this thing fits?” You’re going to 
find that it makes a real difference.  People say that because they don’t understand the difference in the 
status.  Studying this Old Testament material is going to help you to understand how wonderful it is what 
God has done for us, and how glorious our position really is. 
 
God wants his people and his saints to know the wealth that is theirs in the mystery.  He wants his saints 

to know the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles.  God wants his people to know the 
program they are a part of – what he is doing today.  And he wants them to know the mystery truth.   
 
And your ambassadorship focuses on presenting the gospel to the lost but it also focuses on 
communicating the issues of the dispensation of the mystery to saved people.  Now the dispensation of 
the mystery has to do with the dispensational and doctrinal truths that relate to the mystery program.   
 

Paul desires for people to understand the word of God (not just head knowledge) but look at Colossians 
2:2: “That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full 
assurance of understanding.”  Notice in 1:27, he wants them to know “the riches of the glory of this 
mystery.”   
 
There is a wonderful verse in Colossians 1:27 talking about the saints.  He said, “God would make known 
(to the saints) what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, 

the hope of glory.”  “Christ out among the Gentiles” is the riches of the glory of this mystery, and that is 
wonderful!  God wants the saints to know how wealthy they are in Christ.  Don’t ever forget that!   
 
In your ministry you have the privilege of not beating people over the head.  Why take a bunch of people 
and beat them over the head, and browbeat them, and push them down, when you can make them 
wealthy?  Did you ever think of that?  Turn to Galatians 4:8-11 
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Colossians 1:28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching 
every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus:  

V. 28   [Talking about Christ] “Whom we preach, [What do you do when you preach, Paul?] warning 
every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; [and he has a goal] that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus:” 
 
Come with me to 2 Timothy 4: one more verse, and this is an odd verse.  2 Timothy 4:17  
 
Do you see how Paul works – laboring – and he has great conflict?  He is pushing and he has saturation 
evangelism on his mind in verse 28.  When the believer is walking in grace (as in Colossians 2:6) and he 
diligently rightly divides the word of truth and he properly applies the rightly divided word, to his life, God 
energizes that word.  That energetic word comes in and takes up residence in his soul and that word 
energizes the believer to be fruitful in every good work.  It enables the believer to bring forth the fruit of 
the Spirit.  It enables the believer to bring forth the fruits of righteousness.   
 
Listen gentlemen, grace is the motivational power for the believer in the dispensation of grace.  You need 
to understand how God empowers people today.  That is something that you are always going to think 
about, and you are going to hear it preached about a lot.  You are going to be interested in knowing 
about it.   
 
And you need to understand that now because when your ambassadorship goes out and you begin to go 
out, the motivation upon which your ambassadorship operates is going to determine how much of a 
sustained walk and work you are going to have.  Your motivation is on the basis of grace, and that is 
where the empowerment comes from.  The principle of grace is the free gift principle.  Turn to Ephesians 
3:16. 
 
Now the process of grace motivation (the process of this sanctification) is the Spirit of God through the 
word: “Whom we preach, [talking about Christ] warning every man, and teaching every man in all 
wisdom; [Why?] that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus” (Colossians 1:28).  Now that is 
the goal.   
 
The goal is to bring every man that we preach to – to the point of perfection.  And that means bring 
them to the place where their Christian walk matches their position, bring them to the place of maturity. 
Paul was not discouraged by the fact that this thing will not take place until the rapture.   
 
He has his mind focused on bringing those believers to the place of maturity, where their walk matches 
their position, where grace is not just a theoretical thing, but it is a living reality demonstrated and 
manifested in the details of their lives.   
 
Now there are two things that get that accomplished.  In Colossians 1:28 “warning every man, and 
teaching every man.”  First there is a warning ministry.  Now that is the negative side of the ministry.  
The word “to warn” means “to impart knowledge and information in the form of a caution.”  There is 
danger out there, so you tell them to be careful.  One of the brothers describes this with a real unique 
word, instead of saying, “confrontation,” he says, “carefrontation.”  He is softening the idea down and he 
is reflecting what Paul means when he talks about “warning every man.”   
 
When you are taking on this negative aspect (of warning, counseling, caution) you are not taking on the 
job of being everybody’s policeman.  Please memorize this: God did not call me to be a policeman.  God 
did not call you to run everybody else’s life.  Please understand that.  And please do not think that is 
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what we are talking about.  Because the carnal believer (the believer who does not walk on the basis of 
grace empowerment and motivation) misunderstands these truths, and he interprets them as, it is my 
responsibility is to go out and correct everybody that comes along.  And they use the legalistic 
procedures of setting up performance systems and demanding that people match their performance 
system.  And if they do not match their performance systems, We reject you.  Isn’t that what a 
policeman does? 
 
Your purpose in the ministry is not simply to apply the law and put people under a legalistic performance 
system.  But neither is it to excuse sin.  People say, “If you are not a policeman then you excuse sin.”  
That is not true.  You deal with sin on the basis of grace motivation – warning them.  By the way, the 
Greek word for “warning” (noutheteo) is the word that we get the English word “nouthetics” from.  And if 
you ever read any of the Christian books that are available today on counseling (and I hope you will not 
read too many of them) you will see that word “nouthetic” – counseling. 
   
Jay Adams (the Presbyterian counselor) wrote a lot of books and the whole basis of his books is the 
nouthetic approach, which he gets out of Paul’s epistles.  It is a word unique to Paul.  Nobody else uses it 
and the word means “to counsel with a view to change behavior.”  So when you see the word “nouthetic” 
know that that is what they are dealing with.  They are talking about this warning aspect of the teaching 
ministry.  Look at Colossians 3:16. 
 
Continuing with Colossians 1:28: “warning every man, and teaching every man”.  That teaching is the 
positive intake of sound doctrine.  You warn someone to put off the old man, and then they are to put on 
the new man.  Here are some verses about that warning aspect.  2 Timothy 2:22, 1 Timothy 6:11 
 
By the way, the goal is to “present every man perfect in Christ” (Colossians 1:28).  The goal in what you 
are doing is the imparting of God’s wisdom.  You are to peach and teach practical wisdom that matures 
and equips the believer to handle his life for the glory of God.  It makes a perfected and a mature 
(properly functioning) saint.  That is the goal of grace motivation.  It is to have you function properly as a 
perfected believer.  And that is the goal or your ambassadorship.  It is to take those believers and have 
them properly and fully function under grace.  Now the process of growth is the negative warning and 
then the teaching.  And both of those things are under the basis of grace. 
 
Colossians 1:28 – “Whom we preach, (talking about Christ) warning every man, and teaching every man 
in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”  Now, notice the similarity in the 
passage.  We preach Christ, and we warn every man, and we teach every man in all wisdom that we can 
present them perfect.  That is fully-grown and brought up to the completion in Christ.   
 
And, that is what a daddy is supposed to do.  He is to bring his children to perfection (spiritually).  He is 
to deal with nurture and admonition.  Well, in Colossians 1:28, he says, “We are warning every man and 
teaching every man.”  Well, warning is negative, is it not?  In fact the word there is the word that is 
translated “admonition” in Colossians 3:16 “admonishing one another”.  And it is a word that means to 
admonish, or to counsel, or to warn somebody about his or her behavior with the view of producing a 
change in his or her conduct.   
 
You see somebody doing something, and it is going to cause a problem.  Somebody is riding down the 
road, and they are heading for the cliff and the bridge is out.  They are going to fall over the cliff because 
the bridge is out.  So, you put up a warning, a caution, an admonition and you say, “Stop!  Don’t do that!  
Here are the results, and they are going to be drastic and bad!”   
 
You see someone going through life, and they are doing something that will result in bad things 
happening to them to match the consequences of their behavior.  They are going to be destroyed.  So, 
you warn them.  You try to counsel, you warn, you admonish them.  That is the word used here.  It is to 
give counsel with the intent of stopping them from doing something.  That is the negative.  To admonish, 
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to bring them up in the admonition, is to warn them, to depart information in the form of a warning or a 
caution.  And you do it by focusing on the negative consequences of what they are doing and on the 
prohibitions.   
 
God says, “Don’t do that!”  And the fact that God says, “Don’t do it!” should motivate you not to do it.   
 
If you live under grace, you are motivated by grace, and you appreciate God Almighty for what he has 
done and for whom he is.  And if God says not to do something, what is grace going to motivate you to 
do?  It is going to motivate you to say, “He has my best interest at heart, and if he says not to do it, I 
probably should not do it.”  So, I won’t do it, because he knows what is best for me.  I might want to do 
it, but he knows I shouldn’t.  And I know he loves me and has my best interest at heart.  I have the 
objective demonstration of that.  He knows me enough that he would not lie to me about this because 
look how much he loves me.  Look how much he values and esteems me.  So, out of respect and love for 
him, I won’t do it.  When you are going through life that way, that is warning and admonishing.   
 
And a dad has a responsibility to warn and admonish and to stop his children.  It is that personal counsel 
of warning. 
 
Then there is the positive side – the nurture, the teaching, the imparting of knowledge and information in 
the form of an encouragement, by focusing on the positive consequences of doing the good thing, the 
right thing, on the mandates (the commandments) that God gives.  We teach by imparting information in 
the form of an encouragement.  And the way you do that is by focusing on the natural positive 
consequences of the good behavior and by focusing on the mandates (the commandments) and the 
things that you should do.   
 
You warn somebody by imparting information to him or her in the form of a warning, a caution – Be 
careful!  And the way you do that is by focusing on the negative consequences of their behavior and by 
focusing on the commandments, not on the prohibitions (the things that say don’t do what God says).   
 
So, the father is to nourish, nurture, and teach.  You see the word “nourishment” would be similar to 
“nurture”.  It has to do with something that produces growth in the child.  You bring them to the place 
where they have growth, and then you admonish them.  That has to do with “pruning away”. 
 
Now, in the family, grace teaches the child to do good works for the right reasons.  Isn’t that the whole 
issue?  That is what grace is about.  Isn’t that what Titus 2 says?  The grace of God teaches us.  Well, 
what does it teach you to do?  It teaches you to do good works.  It teaches you to deny ungodliness and 
to live soberly, righteously, and godly, which are all positive.  It teaches you not to do the evil works, but 
to do the good works.  But, it does not teach you to them on the basis of legalism, but for the right 
reason.  
 
Listen folks, in your relationship (husband and wife), if you do not live this way, you will not be models 
for your children, and you will not live it before your children.  But, as you live under grace with one 
another, and with your life, and all the details of your life, then you can parent under grace.  Then the 
children will see God’s attitudes, and the way God deals with things, in you and in the way you deal with 
problems.  And God will be made real and tangible and understandable to them.  And they will learn to 
love, and to respect, and to trust him because they love, and they respect you, and they understand how 
you operate.   
 
And the whole issue of being filled with the Spirit is Christ’s life (his actions and attitudes) being manifest.  
And that is the whole issue of God being manifest in the flesh today.  Now, it is real important to 
understand those things.  Fathers are to know the bible.  Do you see how critical that is?  The father is to 
know sound doctrine, and he is to be a bible teacher in the home.  He should be the one to whom the 
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family can come.  I do not mean he has to sit and hold an evening bible class.  Personally, I really do not 
think that is the way to do it, but there are some times when you do that.   
 
There are times in my family when we will have a problem or a difficulty, and I will give them passages.  
And, we will all sit around, and discuss it, and have bible class.  I have seen people through the years 
that sat their kids down and taught them and indoctrinated them night, after night, after night, with 
certain things.  And, if you are not doing what they are doing, they try to shame you.  Now what is that?  
That is not grace, is it?  But anyway, 2 Corinthians 13:7: 

 

Colossians 1:29 Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his 
working, which worketh in me mightily.  

And he says in the end of chapter 1 and the beginning of chapter 2, “This is what I am working for.  I am 
working, and labouring, and slaving, and doing everything I can to get you people to see it.  I want you 
to see, because God wants you to see how rich you are.”   

And when you see it and acknowledge it, it is so wonderful and fantastic because you have the full 
assurance of understanding because of this.  You understand what God is doing, and it gives you the 
confidence of that.  Then he says, “But the devil don’t want you to see it.”  So, he says in Colossians 2:8: 

 

 

Colossians: 2 

Alive in Christ 

Colossians 2:1 For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for 
you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my 
face in the flesh;  

Colossians 2:2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit 
together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of 
understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of 
the Father, and of Christ;  

In 2:2-3 he wants them to possess the “riches of the full assurance of understanding to the 
acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”   
 
In other words, there is the issue of understanding the doctrinal issues of the mystery, and the riches, 
and the wealth that you have in Christ.  But there is also the issue of understanding the motivational 
truths, the acknowledgment of the mystery.  And that is not just “knowing it”, but that is taking the 
knowledge that you have and it causing you to take a stand for it – and to acknowledge it – and to 
represent it – and to proclaim it.   
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When you acknowledge something, you do more than just know it is there.  You say, “That is true and I 
take my stand with it, and I register my approval of it.  And I am standing here and I am adorning it and 
I am acknowledging the thing.  I am speaking it out there.”  It is more than just knowing.  It is having 
the “knowing” possess you, and motivate you, and empower you. 
 
In Colossians 2:2 Paul talks about the local church “being knit together (bound together) in love.”  And 
that is one of the great privileges in the local church.  And to get your work done you are going to have 
to learn to love the people with whom you minister to.  It will get you through some tough spots, if you 
learn to do that, because there are going to be difficult times.   
 
You will minister to people and it is going to be tough because they are going to turn on you, and betray 
you, and do all kind of things to you.  And to be what 2 Timothy 2 requires, you will have to love them.  
And if you do that, they will love you back.  You need to learn to appreciate people.  You need to learn to 
be hospitable to them.  Paul says, “given to hospitality” (Romans 12:13).  
 
Do you know how rich, how wealthy, how wonderful it is to have the full assurance of understanding, to 
be able to understand what God is doing and how he operates, and how it all works in the world today?  
Do you understand how wonderful it is to know what the future is going to be like with the body of Christ 
in the ages to come, and what God’s purpose is with the body of Christ?  Do you know how comforting 
that is, and what assurance there is in that, that full assurance of understanding.   
 
Continuing in verse 2 – “ … to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of 
Christ.”  Now, there are three mysteries listed in that verse.  All the new bibles change that verse and 
they say, “the mystery of God, which is Christ.”  I studied that verse and I thought I wonder why they 
don’t just leave it like it is.  So, I go and look at the commentaries, and I talk to preachers, and I find out 
why they don’t just leave it like it is.   
 
What is the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ?  What is all that?  So, I say to myself, 
“Richard if you are so smart and you believe that it is there, what is it?”  (Well, I’m glad I’m not teaching 
Colossians tonight because then we would spend the rest of the evening on this passage.) 
 
There are three mysteries – the mystery of the Father, the mystery of God, and the mystery of Christ.  
There are three different programs and plans and issues there that sum up, (they all fit together into one 
glorious climax of a whole), all of the purposes of God centered in the Lord Jesus Christ.  And that is why 
he says in Colossians 2:3, “In whom.”  He is talking about the mystery of God, the mystery of the Father, 
and the mystery of Christ – “In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”   
 
Do you know something folks?  You’ve had all that stuff opened up to you.  God has made known to you 
the mystery of his will.  To me, it is fantastic to see that.   
 
You will find that the mystery of God (Revelation 10) as the summation of the prophetic program.  The 
mystery of Christ (Ephesians 3:4) is the issue of the church the body of Christ.  The mystery of the 
Father is what we are going to read in Ephesians 1, and that is how he will take both the prophetic and 
the mystery program and place them together.   
 
He has one overriding purpose in his program with Israel and his program with the body of Christ.  There 
are two distinct programs running along, and God says, “Wait a minute!  Do you see all that stuff?  Well, 
I have one other thing I want you to see.  I want you to see how all of this works together and how I’m 
not just doing one thing here and then changing my mind and doing something else over there.  I have 
an overall purpose that I am achieving, that I planned to achieve before the foundation of the world, and 
it has always been the thing that I am after.”  Notice what it is – Ephesians 1:9-10 
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Turn to Colossians 2:2-3 – “That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto 
all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of 
the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”   
 
Now, the new bibles leave out “the mystery of God, and of the Father” and just leave in “Christ”.  Their 
text leaves it out.  And most of the time you are going to hear grace preachers leave it out.  And one of 
the reasons is not just that the new bibles do it, but it is that they don’t understand all the other things.  
Turn to Revelation 10 and notice that the mystery of God is defined there.  Revelation 10:7 
 
In Colossians 2:2 he says, “That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all 
riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the 
Father, and of Christ.”  Do you know what the full assurance of understanding is?  It is to know how to 
rightly divide that book and know God Almighty’s eternal purpose.   
 
God has opened up the counsels of his will, ushered you in, and given you privy to secret information 
that the angels never knew about.  The seraphim and the cherubim, and the entire universe never knew 
about this, but you had it handed to you in a book.  And he said, “I want you to know it, and I want you 
to acknowledge it.  I want you to be able to see it and to recognize it”.  And he wants you to say, “There 
it is, and I see it, and I’m for it’!”  He wants you to say that because that gives you the full assurance of 
understanding.  That is fantastic! 
 

 

Colossians 2:3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.  

Colossians 2:4 And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with 
enticing words.  

Now isn’t that an interesting little verse?  Haven’t we already been studying that?  After we talked about 
the “wisdom of words” and “with good words and fair speeches” (how they deceive the hearts of the 
simple) and after we talked about the foolish Galatians being bewitched, can’t you understand what verse 
four is talking about?  He says to these people, “Beware this I say (I’m telling you something) lest 
somebody would come along and beguile you (cast a spell on you, bewitch you, trick you) with enticing 
words” (come along and give you the “wisdom of words”).  Human viewpoint is going to come along and 
they are going to try it.  And here are some of the enticing words.  Verse 8. 

 

Colossians 2:5 For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in 
the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your 
faith in Christ.  

Notice what he rejoices in them.  There are two things: First, their “order”, and then their “stedfastness 
in Christ.”   
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Let all things be done decently and in order.  Order is very important.  That again is a military term, and 
it describes the ranks of soldiers standing up against the battle.  And they are all there (shoulder to 
shoulder in battle array) standing in order – all the gaps filled up, not in disarray.   
 
Did you ever go to a fire drill in school?  Everybody got up and went out in single file, and there was no 
talking.  You walk in the fire drill, and you go in order.  You do not want confusion; you want order.   
Well, in a military operation order is important and Paul says, “You people are holding the ranks against 
the enemy.”  The enemy attacks and you just hold the order.  He attacks and you don’t flee in confusion, 
you stand there in place, steadfast.  You are established in the faith.  These were established saints.  
They are not tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine (Ephesians 4:14).   
 
The local church is a classroom and a laboratory.  It is a living and learning environment to learn the 
practice and the responsibility of the application of grace to the details of your life.  Do you understand 
that a local church is a laboratory in which doctrine is communicated by the pastor and teacher?  It is 
where people can learn the doctrine, but it is also a living environment, not just a learning environment. 
Come over to Colossians 2:4-6.  This is why the local church is so critically important in the life of 
believers.  And this is why what you are going to be doing and establishing and strengthening and 
carrying on in the ministry of the local churches is so important.  And this is what your ministry has to be 
focused on in the local church.   
 
The ministry and function of the local church is not simply to build buildings and promote programs and 
help somebody or help some organization do this or that.  The function of that local church is to perfect 
those saints, and to help them to perform as perfected saints, and give them a vehicle through which 
they can function with other members of the body of Christ.  The local church makes the body life (the 
life that is in the body of Christ) a reality.  It allows you to live in conjunction with other members of the 
body of Christ and function as a living organism.  And there is no other way to do it.  Otherwise you are 
just isolated.  And only people with terribly independent spirits can do that.   
 
You cannot properly function as a member of the body of Christ outside of the context of the local 
church.  Now maybe your local church is made up of just a small group of people.  That is fine.  You do 
not have to have a building and thousands of people, but you have to have other body members around 
in order to make the life of the body of Christ a reality.   
 
That is exactly what he is talking about there in Colossians 2:4,5: “And this I say, lest any man should 
beguile you with enticing words.  For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, 
joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of you faith in Christ.”  He is talking to the 
assembly and he is talking to them about how they are working together, and he is talking about this 
protection and this activity.  And there is order and there is stedfastness and so on and so forth.  Paul 
sees that they are properly functioning in that way. 
 
Now, let’s look at the power of God today – God empowers the believer through his word.  Please 
understand this: The power of God from the Holy Spirit travels indirectly to believers through the word of 
God as the believer daily and diligently executes his task to take in the word of grace.  Build up that 
edifice of doctrine in your soul and as you are faithful to do that, God will empower you through his 
word.   
The instrumentality that God the Holy Spirit uses to give you strength and empowerment is his word, and 
he will take that word and indirectly the power comes that way. 
 
Now the reason that is important and the reason that I emphasize it to you about it being “indirect” (the 
empowerment being from the Holy Spirit indirectly to the believer through the word) is because that is in 
contrast with the nation Israel under the New Covenant in the millennium.  It is in contrast to the 
kingdom program with the Nation Israel.  In the millennium under the New Covenant, Israel will have a 
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direct channel of power directly from God the Holy Spirit.  It will not be indirectly through the word, but 
directly from the Holy Spirit.  See Acts 1:8.   

 

Colossians 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 

walk ye in him: (Our operating principle = by grace through faith) (Our faith does not save us. Christ’s 

faith saves us.   

Continuing in Colossians 2:6: “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord.”  How did you receive 

him?  You receive him by the faith of Christ (verse 5).  Your faith in Christ, by grace through faith you 
received Christ.   

 
I tell you over and over, two of the greatest words (to help you understand the bible) are the words like 
and as:  “As ye have therefore received Christ [Do you understand how you got saved, by grace through 
faith? Yes.] so walk ye in him” (2:6).   

 
Your Christian life (day by day) operates on the exact same principle that getting saved does.  Grace, 
through faith, plus nothing saves you. Am I right?  You could not do anything.  God had to do it all.  You 
just rest in what God has done in his working.  Now, walk day by day the same way in your progress 
through life.  Walk where?  “Walk ye in him.”  You are not walking in your own strength.  Your Christian 
life (day by day, as a believer) operates on the same principle that salvation operates on – grace.   
 
So Paul said, “You Galatians are standing, and you are steadfast in an understanding that your salvation 
is by grace, and your Christian life, day by day, is by grace”.  And they operate with order, and they are 
standing against the enemy.  Do you know what the enemy is going to try to attack?  The enemy will try 
to attack those two things in your life, and in your ministry.  He’s going to try to destroy your message of 
grace to the lost man and also to the believer.  And you need to be aware of it.   
 

You need to be able to train the people you minister to so they are aware, and they have an ear to hear 
grace in the gospel message when they go out and preach to unsaved people. They need to be able to 
hear when someone preaches about the words of grace, and when someone preaches the words of 
human wisdom.  And they need to be able to understand that and respond to it in the Christian life also. 
 
And the issue here has to do with the fact that – in the believer not only is there the grace gospel for the 
lost man, but there is the grace walk: “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in 

him” (Colossians 2:6).  There is the grace walk for the believer.  And the grace walk takes place, as I’ve 
tried to say to you over and over, on the basis of grace.   
 
First you understand the doctrinal things.  And I explained to you that the reason we rightly divide the 
word is so we know where to go in the bible to get our information.  Then we need to go get the 
information.  That is what I am trying to point out to you.  That is what Paul is saying in these verses.   
 

The dispensational issues give you the ability to understand how to rightly divide the word.  It gives you 
an ability to get in there and find out all God has for you.  And as you do that, that word (as it dwells in 
you) brings the capacity to the acknowledgment (being motivated by that doctrinal truth – by the 
mystery - by that understanding) to live in light of it.  
 
Now there are two issues: proclaiming grace to a lost man and proclaiming grace to a saved man.  There 
is the issue of proclaiming the gospel of grace to the lost and maintaining it’s clarity and it’s integrity so 

that when they believe it, it does something to them – it saves them.  Then there is the issue of 
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proclaiming grace as the principle, and the process, and the procedure, and the power whereby saved 
people walk, so that when they believe God’s word and they obey God’s word, it does something.  It 
brings forth fruit unto righteousness.  It brings forth the fruit of the Spirit, not just religious externalism 
(a bunch of activities and things) but it brings forth the fruit of the Spirit from inside.   
 
Now in the last lesson we went over the principles of grace – how grace works.  And we saw how grace 
works on the gift principle.  The whole thing is given to you free based on the free gift principle – there it 
is, and it is a gift of God.  The issue in grace is complete and total acceptance in Christ: our complete 
blessing, and our total blessing in Christ.   
 
Now just like Satan tries to use human works to take grace out of the gospel, he also tries to use human 
works to take grace out of the walk of the believer.  Satan uses the law principle, If you do this then you 
get that.  It is the performance principle.  He uses that law performance principle to appeal to the old sin 
nature in the believer, and to destroy the walk of grace in the details of your life.   
 
And we have talked about it before as we looked in Romans 6, 7, and 8.  We looked at the difference 
between the walk in the flesh and the walk in the Spirit.  One is a walk motivated by performance 
standards.  And one of the issues is the overt sinful behavior or the sinful thought patterns that people 
exercise in the flesh, and the issue is not the details of the flesh as much as it is that the motivation is 
the work of the flesh.  It is the thing that is motivated by the flesh, whether it is human evil or human 
good.  To walk in the Spirit is to walk in line with what the Spirit of God motivates you to do today.   

 

Colossians 2:7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as 
ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.  

In Colossians 2:7 Paul talks about being “rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye 
have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.”  Epaphras, and these Colossians, had copies of 
the word of God with them, and Epaphras could teach them, and they could go home and study.  These 
people had extra-biblical revelation, but they also had biblical revelation, which is my point.  They had the 
bible revelation.  The way you checked out the extra-biblical revelation was by the written word on the 
page. 
 
How do you walk by grace?  Colossians 2:6,7: “so walk ye in him: [Your walk is in Christ, not in yourself.] 
Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with 
thanksgiving.”  That is the whole thing right there in a nutshell.  You are rooted in him, and that is the 
book of Romans.  You are established in him, and you understand your position and all that God has 
done for you in him.   
 
I talked to you about laying the foundation, putting up the super structure, well that is the issue.  Rooted 
in him, built up in him, and established in the faith, as you’ve been taught.  Your Christian life will not 
operate on the basis of ignorance.  You have to get the intake of the sound doctrine that gets you 
established, and built up so you are not tossed to and fro.  And you are stabilized in the faith (in the 
doctrine that you believe) and you are abounding therein (in the doctrine) with thanksgiving.  That is 
grace motivation.   
 
Now, you have to learn to apply grace in these two vital areas: the gospel and the walk.  Gentlemen you 
have to learn to apply it in your own life and in your ministry.  And you have to learn to teach others to 
take grace and apply it to these two areas in their lives and in their ministries. Apply grace to salvation 
and your service – your sanctification, your Christian walk. 
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First, we want to deal with the issue of salvation.  Go back with me to Galatians 1 and I want to talk to 
you about how the “wisdom of words” comes in to attack the gospel of grace.  We already talked about it 
a little bit, but I want to go into some real detail with you now, about developing discernment.  Galatians 
1:6-7. 
 
Colossians 2:7 says, “Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 
abounding therein with thanksgiving.”  Now, write down by that verse Philippians 1:25-26. 
 
Colossians 2:7 – you are rooted and grounded in the truth.  You are rooted and grounded in it, and you 
are not picked up and carried away by the wind.  Did you ever see a tree that didn’t have roots?  A big 
wind comes along and blows it right over.  But, a tree that has big roots that go down in the ground (tap 
roots that sink deep) does not blow over.  It might snap off when the wind blows, but it will not blow 
over.  Roots go down and hold you, so you are not tossed to and fro.  “Carried about with every wind of 
doctrine” – you are not easily seduced and shifted.  
 

 

Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ.  

You’d better watch out for philosophy and tradition because those things produce empty, false systems 

that deceive people and put them in bondage and make them prisoners.  It’s as true today as it was 
then.  The only kind of tradition that is authorized in the word of God is identified for you in Second 
Thessalonians.  2 Thessalonians 3:6 
 
Colossians 2:8 “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy [That’s a lover of wisdom, he’s a 
philosopher.] and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ.”  Somebody is going to come along and try to spoil you.    

 
That word “spoil” is a military term.  When we get in Ephesians 6, and we study the warfare that we are 
engaged in, we are going to study the passages where Paul uses military terminology to describe our 
spiritual warfare with the adversary.  One of the terms that he uses is that word “spoil” and it is a military 
term.  It is not like the apple is spoiled in the barrel.  We say, “to the victor belongs the spoils” (the duty 
that is gained after the war and a victory has been won).   
 

And I’ve told you before that in our 20th century jargon, we are familiar with POW’s (prisoners of war).  
These are people who have been taken captive in the battle and have been neutralized, and cannot fight 
anymore because they are held captive.  And that is the term that Paul is referring to in this passage.  
People are caught in the snare (the trap) and they are not out there fighting.  They are not good 
soldiers; they are neutralized.  How?  It happens through philosophy, human wisdom, enticing words, 
words that puff up and appeal to human wisdom, and your pride, and your ego, and they put you out of 
the battle spiritually.  Look at Colossians 2:16 

 
Colossians 2:8 – “Beware lest any man spoil you.”  They come in and try to mess you up with a bunch of 
religious systems.  And there are all kinds of them out in the world.  He identifies some in verses 16-18 
and on down to the end of the chapter. 
 
That term “spoil you” is a very important term.  Someone is going to try to spoil you through philosophy, 
and tradition, and vain deceit.  The idea is not like a spoiled piece of fruit, like an apple spoiling in the 
barrel.  It is not like rotting and corrupting truth.   
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We say, “To the victor belong the spoil.”  And that is the way the word is used there.  It is a military 
term, and it is talking about the bootie that is won after a military victory.  You win these spoils; you win 
this bounty that is left over.  You went out and captured the enemy’s positions.   
 
And Paul says, “Beware lest any man spoil you”.  Beware, lest someone comes along and takes you 
captive in this spiritual battle and carries you away from the truth through philosophy (lovers of wisdom), 
and the tradition of men.  You should understand how that works – loving human viewpoint, human 
wisdom, and human tradition.  It is talking about scholarship and tradition.   
 
Someone comes along and captures the believer.  They capture his intellect, and his mind, and his 
thinking process, and move him away from the sound doctrine of the word of God into human viewpoint 
and tradition.  They say, “Our doctrine has always been this, and our human reasoning, and logic has 
always been this”, and thus they capture the believer. 
 
And here is the soldier, and he is in the battle.  Then, the satanic policy of evil comes up and it spoils 
him, and captures him, and it makes a prisoner of him.  And do you know how good a prisoner of war is 
in a battle?  He doesn't show up because he has been neutralized.  He has been carried away from the 
faith, and he has been made a POW.  That is Satan’s attempt, and you have to be aware of it.  One of his 
wiles, one of his tricks is to come in and dislodge you from the truth.  1 Timothy 6:17-19 

 

Colossians 2:9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  

He says, “You comprehend the love of Christ, which passes knowledge that you might be filled with all 
the fulness of God.”  Well, who is the fulness of God?  It is Christ – Colossians 2:9-10, “For in him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  And ye are complete in him.”  So, you could say that 
being “filled with all the fulness of God” is to be “filled with Christ”.  And that is true, but how is Christ in 
you?  He is in you by his Spirit – the Spirit of Christ dwells in you. 

 

Colossians 2:10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all 
principality and power: (Peter cannot preach) 

In Christ we have a perfect position by God’s grace.   
 

It ought to be encouraging to you to know He is God.  Fantastic! 
 
Christ is also head of all the positions of rank and authority in the heavenly government too.  He is the 
head of ALL principality and power.  He has been the head of the Body of Christ (so) “that in all [things] 
he might have the preeminence.”  (Colossians 1:18)   
 
You are complete in Christ.  You have all spiritual blessings in him.  You have all things in him.  Do you 

know what that does, folks?  That makes Christ everything!  That’s what the grace message does.  The 
gospel of grace makes the Lord Jesus Christ everything.  When you preach grace, that is what you do; 
and that is what is so exciting about the grace message – that Christ becomes our all and in all.  He is it, 
and that’s all there is to it.  He is the foundation for everything that we have and everything that we are; 
and that is “all spiritual blessings in heavenly places”. 
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In time past, God promised his earthly people material blessings as a reward for obedience.  Turn to 
Deuteronomy 28.  I want you to follow this.  God promised his earthly people, Israel, material blessings 
as a reward for obedience to him.   
 
Now, please understand me.  The Old Testament, the Kingdom Program, (the Prophetic Program), does 
not place a higher value on material blessings than it does on spiritual blessings.  In the Kingdom 
Program, Jesus said, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things 
(the material blessings) shall be added unto you” (Matthew 6:33).  The Kingdom Program, (the Prophetic 
Program), does not exalt the material above the spiritual.  The spiritual is always first, but God promised 
his earthly people material blessings as a reward for their obedience to him.  Deuteronomy 28:1-2  
 
“And ye are complete in him.”  When you are put into Christ, are you complete?  You are blessed with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places, right?  Colossians 4:12 
 
Colossians 2:10 – “And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power.”   
 
And the power of his might as demonstrated through the message of Paul is that God raised Christ, and 
took him up, and set him at his own right hand in heavenly places far above all principalities.  He made 
him the head of the heavenly government, and he made him the head over all things to the church, 
which is his body.  In other words, he has given this position to Christ in order that the church might 
benefit from it – that you and I, as members of his body (“the church, which is his body, the fullness of 
him that filleth all in all”).   
 
We have been over these things, and I am just trying to rehearse them in your mind to cause you to 
understand the thrust in Ephesians 6.  But, the point is that God is going to fill up all the positions of 
principality, power, might, and dominion, and so forth with the body of Christ.   
 
So, when Paul says, “Be strong in the Lord”, he is talking about “be strong in the message of grace” that 
you have in Christ.  But he is also talking about “be strong in the glory out here, that God is going to 
have and gain, and the purpose that he has for the body of Christ out over here”. 
 
Your strength is in the message of grace and the message of glory.  It is in the position that you have in 
Christ, and the purpose that he has for the church, the body of Christ.  Our strength today is not in us, 
but it is in what God has given us and in what God is making us, and what God is going to do with us for 
his glory.   
 
When you see that, can’t that motivate you?  Can’t that make you strong?  Can’t you gain some strength 
from that?  You bet your booties you can!  That is where our strength is today.  Our strength comes from 
the position that we have in Christ and the purpose that God has for us in the ages to come.  That is the 
same as 2 Timothy 1:9.  Go back to Ephesians 6:10 

 

Colossians 2:11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision 
made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by 
the circumcision of Christ:  

 

When you are identified with Christ at Calvary, one of the things that happened to you was that your old 
man was cut free.  You’re free, and you don’t have to live under the dominion of sin.  You can be 
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influenced by a dead man.  You know that.  But if you’re influenced by him, you’re influenced by a dead 
man.  When he says, “whom I serve with my spirit,” he means what Galatians 5:16 says. 
 
So we see here that positionally God almighty has done something.  He has cut away the body of the sins 
of the flesh.  Let’s compare this with Romans, Chapter 6, Verse 6:  Romans 6:6 
 
It is important for you to remember that beginning in Ephesians 2:11, we are dealing with the 
dispensational issues.  Now, there are three issues in the passage.  First, in verses 11 and 12, you have 
the issue of separation, the alienation.  Then in verses 13-18, you have the issue of reconciliation.  Then 
in verses 19-22, you have the issue of unification, (unity, oneness).  
 
Again, let me say to you that I purposely try not to give you a lot of outlines of passages.  I said this to 
you when we were studying Romans.  Some of you have asked me why I don’t give you outlines of 
chapters and that kind of thing.  While you are studying through, explore the book.  The reason I want 
you to study that book is not because you are going to agree with everything in it, but because you learn 
to read the scriptures and get the flow and the mental thought of the flow of the book.  Do you see how 
those books have movements and flows to them?  Well, I want you to get that.  I try to point out those 
things to you.   
 
In this passage here, you are going to see how he moves from separation and alienation to reconciliation, 
and then he summarizes it at the end with the great oneness.  And I am trying to point those things out 
to you.  But, the reason I do not give you fancy little outlines is not because I can’t do it.  I used to do a 
lot of that during the first ten years of my preaching.  I did an awful lot of that.  But, as I pastored and 
since then, I have learned that when you teach outlines like that to men like you, you have to be careful.   
 
If I were to hear you 5 years from now, you might be teaching that outline that I gave you.  And that 
would break my heart to think that that outline made the rounds.  Do you understand what I’m saying?  
You tend to get oriented to thinking that the verse only says what that outline says about it.  And every 
time you make an outline, and you use some kind of phonetic alliteration like “alienation, reconciliation, 
unification” (with the “ion” on the end), do you know what happens?  It is good for memory aides, but do 
you know what people remember?  They remember your goofy outline, and they tend not to remember 
the truth that was communicated.  And I want you men to get the truths. 
 
Now, when you’re preaching and teaching, in your ministry, I will be real happy if I can disappear out of 
it.  If you will learn the passages and learn the doctrine in the passages, then you can make your own 
outline to fit different occasions.  But I got to the place, in my own ministry (preaching at the Rescue 
Mission for years and pastoring for 3 or 4 years), where something dawned on me.  While I was reading 
through some passages, and studying, I began to see some things in the passage that I hadn’t seen 
before.  And I sat down and said, “Why didn’t I see something that simple, and precious, and obvious 
before?”  Then it dawned on me that the reason was because I had been reading that passage thinking 
about it on the basis of an outline that a man gave me one time.  And that outline about the passage 
really didn’t fit the flow of the passage at all.   
 
Do you remember COLD SOAP?  The preaching and teaching situation determines a lot of what you are 
doing.  So, I am doing it (not giving you outlines) with malice and intent ahead of time – thoughtfully and 
purposely doing what I am doing.  I don’t want you to be disappointed because you are not getting a 
whole book of outlines.  If you want a book of outlines, I have ten of them in my office, and I will give 
them to you.  Or, I can tell you where to buy them, and you’ll get some of the snappiest outlines you 
ever saw.  They will give you all kinds of ideas.  But, the important thing is to know the doctrine.  You 
have to understand it so you then have something to preach. 
 
And let me emphasize to you, again, (especially to those of you who are preaching some), study to study 
to know, and preach out of the overflow.  Don’t just study to preach!  Now, I know, right now, you are in 
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school, and that’s a cheap thing to say to you because you have to study to keep up your grades and 
keep up your position.  And right now, some of you have ministries where you have to preach and teach 
a couple times a week, and that gets heavy.  And it’s okay to preach and teach things that you are 
studying in class.  Why are you studying them?  Aren’t you studying them to learn them, to know them, 
so you can go teach somebody else?  It’s okay to do that. 
 
My point to you is to begin not to do all of your studying just to preach.  A lot of men think they have to 
study fifteen hours a week getting the Sunday morning message ready and fifteen hours a week getting 
the Sunday night message ready.  And then they don’t have any time to get the Wednesday night 
message because there are other little things to do.  And so far, their hours total  50 hours a week.   
 
I’m not suggesting that you shouldn’t study, but I am suggesting that you should study a minimum of 
twenty hours a week, not to preach, but to know.  Right now, you should be studying to know your 
lessons.  If you do that, you will find out that you can preach out of the overflow.  Now that’s enough of 
the lecture.  We have plenty other things to do, but I wanted to remind you about that.  I especially 
wanted to remind you about that while I was giving you a snappy little outline. 
 
Obviously, you see the tense change there.  There is a “time past”, and there’s a “but now”.  There are 
things that were true of you that are not longer true, and there are things that are now true of you that 
are different.  There is obviously a time change there.  I point out to you, as we rightly divide the word, 
there is a time in the bible called time past.  And I’m not going to spend a lot of time in that passage 
drawing this little chart again for you, because I do it all the time.  But, you have Paul’s mentality about 
the dispensational issues and how they’ve changed in the “but now” section. 
 
Now, there are three time periods – time past, but now, and then in verse 7, he talks about some ages to 
come.   
 
In Romans 5, Paul gives you another view of his dispensational understanding, and he divides these 
three divisions down a little more finely.  He talks about from Adam to Moses, then from Moses to Christ 
(not Christ on earth, but Christ in Paul’s ministry).  Now, Adam to Moses is called promise.  We call it the 
dispensation of promise (Galatians 3).  Moses to Christ is called the law.  Then you have the dispensation 
of grace, which is but now.  So, you have time past divided into two sections – Adam to Moses (promise) 
and Moses to Christ (law).  Then you have Christ’s heavenly ministry through Paul (the dispensation of 
grace).  Then, in the future, you have the kingdom program, and after that, you have the dispensation of 
the fulness of times.  So, you have five dispensations there.  And if you want to go back and call the 
Garden of Eden a dispensation, you would call that innocence. 
 
Scofield divides it up like this – innocence, conscience, human government, and promise.  But conscience 
is a system of perception.  It is not a system of rules.  A dispensation is a system of a particular set of 
instructions given for man’s obedience.  Human government is not a dispensation; it is one of the divine 
institutions for the establishment of the race.  (Do you remember our studies in Romans 13?)  So, those 
two things are really something other than dispensational issues.  Human government is in effect in every 
dispensation.  It is one of the four divine institutions that God established in Genesis when he put man on 
the earth in order to establish mankind and protect mankind in the earth. 
 
Now, in Genesis 3, the issue was the promise.  Genesis 3:15 – He gave them the promise.  It is easier 
just to follow Paul’s mentality – Adam to Moses, and call it promise like he does; Moses to Christ, and call 
it law; Christ to the rapture, and call it grace; and then the kingdom and the dispensation of the fulness 
of time out in the future.  So, that is the easier way to divide up the dispensations.  And, this passage, in 
Ephesians 2, takes just the general overview.  He is not really looking back so much before Abraham. 
 
Now notice the issue of alienation in verses 11 and 12.  He deals with this is two ways.  In verse 11, he 
gives you social and racial divisions; and in verse 12, he gives you the spiritual and religious divisions. 
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Ephesians 2:11 – “Wherefore, remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, (this is a racial 
issue here – something you are by nature, it is part of who you are), who are called Uncircumcision by 
that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands.”  There is a division between people in 
time past.  There are two groups of people – one group is called the Circumcision and one group is called 
the Uncircumcision. Now can you get any different than that – circumcision and uncircumcision?  One is 
and one isn’t.  It is real simple, modern, American English.  You hear all this stuff about how these new 
bibles are supposedly translated in “easier to read English”.  One of them will speak American one of 
these days, and everybody will throw it in the garbage can because Americans do not speak very well. 
 
In Ephesians 2:11, there is one word that is repeated twice that really emphasizes that verse – “who are 
called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision”.  These dudes call each other names!  
They are mad at each other.  There’s enmity between them.  There’s hatred between them.  They 
despise one another.  They don’t love each other.  They have contempt for each other.  And if you don’t 
believe that, you haven’t thought about it very much.   
 
The Jew has absolute total contempt for the Gentile and the Gentile returns the favor.  Write down 1 
Samuel 17:26 next to Ephesians 2:11 in your bible.  In 1 Samuel 17:26, old David goes out there and 
looks out yonder at Goliath, and he talks about this “uncircumcised dog”.  Well, you know he wasn’t 
complimenting him when he said that.  You understand that, don’t you?   
 
Turn to John 18:35, and see if you think old Pilate was being kind when he said this.  “Pilate answered, 
Am I a Jew?”  Do you think Pilate was trying to butter him up when he said that?  Can’t you just hear the 
contempt roll off his tongue?  “I’m not a Jew, man!”  Look at Acts 16:20 and you’ll see the same kind of 
thing.  “And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our 
city.”  Do you see that?  The Jew despised the Gentile, and the Gentile returned the favor in spades.  
They did not like each other. 
So, there is enmity, hatred, hostility, and contempt (socially and racially) between the Gentile and the 
Jew.  And that’s a problem for you and me as Gentiles.  Do you know why?  Ephesians 2:12  
 
 

 

Colossians 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 
with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised 
him from the dead.  

Do you know who put you in Christ?  Who put you in his death and who raised you?  The preacher did 
not do it.  God did it.   
 
Imagine some guy standing in water and burying somebody.  Did you ever see anyone bury somebody in 
water? (Romans 6:5) 
 

It is God’s work.  Just like in Colossians 2:11, that circumcision is made without hands, that is, without 
human instrumentality, so that baptism of God in Verse 12 is made without human instrumentality – it is 
what God does – and we are made one with his death baptism.   
 
That is a fantastic reality and it is a wonderful truth.  But listen.  The believer is identified and participates 
in every phase of Christ’s eternal life and work.  When you are placed into Christ, you participate in every 
phase of his eternal life.   
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You were chosen in him before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1).  You were chosen in him.  You 
go back there in him and you share his position in eternity past.  You share his election.  You share his 
righteousness.  You share his life.  (We have already studied those things.)  Romans Chapter 3 tells us 
how we share his righteousness.  God has made us righteous in him.  Romans Chapter 4 tells us how we 
share his life and now Romans 6 tells us that we do not only share his righteousness and his life, but we 
are dead with him.   
 
You participated in everything that he did or that he has; in all that is his.  And, by virtue of that 
participation in his death you have been made dead to sin.   
 
Ephesians 2:12 – “That at that time ye were without Christ, (well why were they without Christ?), being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel.”  Do you see why it’s a problem for the hatred and the division 
to be there?  It’s because one of those groups is advantaged and the other one isn’t. 
 
People are always talking about superiority.  Do you realize that there is racial superiority in the word of 
God?  Do you know who it is?  Well, it isn’t us!  It’s Israel!  And the reason that national, racial, social 
superiority exists is because of a spiritual and religious superiority that God gave them.  The Lord Jesus 
Christ belongs to those people.  And as a Gentile, and in the flesh, and on the basis of who you are by 
nature, you are cut off because of the spiritual division and distinction that God has made between the 
Jews and the Gentiles.   
 
Now, the most basic fundamental characteristic of time past is that distinction between the Circumcision 
and the Uncircumcision.  (I guarantee you will see that on a test!)  Paul is looking back there to that 
promise made to Abraham, and he is talking about that middle wall of partition that’s been raised up 
between the Circumcision and the Uncircumcision.  For Paul, when you talk about time past, the most 
basic issue that is being raised is where that promise is, and it is in Abraham’s seed. 
 
Look at the passage – “That at that time ye were without Christ.”  They had no title rights to the 
messianic expectations of Israel.  The Gentiles had no right to go up and stand on legal ground with 
Israel and say, “Jesus Christ belongs to us” because he didn’t belong to them.   
Why were they without Christ?  Continuing in Ephesians 2:12 – “…being aliens from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world.”  
What a statement!  They are aliens from the commonwealth of Israel.  The word “alien” means “a people 
without the rights of a citizen”.  And they were aliens – people without the rights of citizenship. 
 
How could the Uncircumcision obtain citizenship?  The answer is in the commonwealth, in the nation of 
Israel.  And they didn’t have any rights in the nation Israel.  Turn to the book of Deuteronomy.  God 
made a separation.  Deuteronomy 7:6  

 

Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, 
having forgiven you all trespasses; (Eph 2:1) 

This is a marvelous verse.  Colossians 2:13 – “And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses.”  That’s Ephesians 
2:1-12 if you ever saw it, in one verse.   
 
“And you, being dead in your sins” is Ephesians 2:1 – “AND you hath he quickened, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins.”  “And the uncircumcision of your flesh” is Ephesians 2:11-12 
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How many sins did God forgive you of when you trusted Christ?  He forgave all of them.  When Christ 
died for your sins, how many of your sins were future?  All of your sins were future.  Do you understand 
that?  When Christ died for your sins, you weren’t even born yet.  Every sin you ever committed was 
future, and Christ died for every one of them.  When God forgave you, he forgave you all of your sins, 
not just all of your sins up to the time that you trusted Christ.   
 
Some people have the idea that God forgave all of your past sins when you got saved, and now as a child 
of God, every time you sin God writes them down on a board and says, “Oh, he did it again!”  Then you 
have to come along and beg God to forgive them, and then he erases them as you confess them.  You 
think God will forgive your sins if you confess them, and if you don’t confess them you won’t get them 
forgiven.  That is a bunch of nonsense!   
 
That is what’s called a short account system of forgiveness meaning we should always be naming and 
confessing our sins so God will forgive them.  How many of your sins did God say he for forgave?  He 
forgave all of them.  Are there any sins that he didn’t forgive?  If there is one sin that you failed to 
confess and it was not forgiven, what will happen to you when you get to the judgment seat of Christ?  
He will put you in hell.   
 
How many sins did it take for Adam and Eve to get cast out of the garden?  It took one sin, and that one 
sin that they committed wasn’t near as big as most of the ones that you commit, was it?  You don’t think 
one of your sins will get you put out?  You haven’t thought very seriously about yourself, have you?  God 
forgave all of our trespasses.  We have complete, total, unreserved, unconditional forgiveness in Christ.  
On the basis of the riches of God’s grace, he has forgiven us.  Grace by its very nature is unconditional.  
If God forgave you according to the riches of his grace, it has to be unconditional forgiveness, or it isn’t 
by grace.  Romans 4:6-8 
 
Now, I want you to look at Colossians 2:13 because it summarizes the second chapter of the book of 
Ephesians in two phrases.  Colossians 2:13 – “And you, being dead in your sins (that’s Ephesians 2:1-10) 
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all 
trespasses.”  Do you see the two things?  Dead in sins is Ephesians 2:1-10, which is your personal 
situation.  Dead in the uncircumcision of your flesh is your positional problem, which is Ephesians 2:11-
22.  So, in one verse, and in just two little phrases, Paul summarizes what it takes him to say in 22 verses 
in Ephesians because, in Ephesians, he is amplifying who you are and how God’s grace has reconciled 
and changed all of these things for you.   

 

Colossians 2:14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing 
it to his cross;  

Folks, the law is against you.  It was contrary to us.  It opposes you.  It works wrath. 
 
He took the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, that was contrary to us, and what did He do 

with it?  He took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross.  Romans 7:4-6 
 
Colossians 2:14 – “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to 
us, and took it out of the way, (how?), nailing it to his cross.”  In his flesh, he abolished the law.  What 
did he do?  He nailed it to his cross.  It is dead!   
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Colossians 2:15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made 
a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.  

You see, that conflict comes all the way to the cross, and at the cross, Christ is in hand-to-hand, toe-to-
toe combat with the adversary, and He wins.  He triumphs over Satan. Here are passages that give you a 
glimpse, an inkling, of what was going on in the mind, and in the spiritual realm, during the time at 
Calvary.  The Lord Jesus Christ was more than just suffering the swaggering insults of godless men, and 
religious men.  He was in a hand-to-hand, toe-to-toe combat on a spiritual plane with Satan himself.  
Psalm 22:1  

 

Let No One Disqualify You 

Colossians 2:16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or 
in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:  

Do you see all those religious systems? 
 
These ordinances back here under law taught those people doctrine about something that was to come.  
Here we are in the present, the book of Colossians, doctrine for today, and these things back here are, 
right now, a shadow of things to come. 
 

Do you know what you are going to find?  If you study Ezekiel 44-47, you will find meat, drink, new 
moon, and sabbath days.  Read Ezekiel 45:17, and Isaiah 66:23, and you will find that those things 
mentioned in that passage are things that will, once again, be operative in the kingdom when that 
distinction is put up again.  Those religious ordinances will be operating in the kingdom, but they will no 
longer be operating on the basis of the Old Covenant.  In the kingdom, they will be performed as 
memorials to the crosswork of Christ.  The ceremonial correctness and so forth will go back during the 
kingdom.   

 

Colossians 2:17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is 
of Christ.  

That is a prison epistle of the Apostle Paul.  Everything in Colossians is in effect today just like it was 
back there.  I can stand here tonight and say to you, the meat, the drinks, the new moons, the holy days 
and the Sabbaths, (the ordinances of the law), are right now a shadow of things to come.  That verse is 
future from where we are.  Do you remember how I keep drawing that chart:  Time Past, But Now, The 
Ages To Come?  Do you think you could figure out where the things to come would fit on the chart?  
That’s future from us.  That word are is present tense.  
 
By the way, that word are is present tense in every Greek manuscript, so that isn't going to help to 
change the meaning.  It doesn’t say, “They were a shadow of what is going on today.”  He is saying that 
the law back there is a shadow right now of things that are going to take place in a dispensation that is 
future from where we are.  The law was a shadow of things that are going to take place in the kingdom.  
That is what the typology’s main emphasis is.  It is a shadow right now, today; not a shadow of the 
church the body of Christ, but a shadow of the kingdom.  The doctrine that was communicated to Israel 
through the ordinances of the law back there was doctrine that foretold about the kingdom.  When Christ 
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comes to fulfill the law, He will bring in the kingdom which will fulfill the typology that those ceremonies, 
rites, and rituals prophesied.  That's what they taught and foreshadowed.  
 
Come with me to Ezekiel 45, and let me show you that the passage in Colossians is almost a quote out of 
Ezekiel.  In Ezekiel 40-48, you have a picture of millennial worship, the worship of the kingdom age.  You 
are told the location of the temple, its structure, and physical setup.  It is described in great detail.  You 
can diagram it.  It tells the way the land will be parceled out to the tribes of Israel.  It is all laid out in 
these chapters.  In chapter 45, he is talking about the worship in the land.  Ezekiel 45:17 
 
The things that take place in the Tabernacle are shadows of things that are to come - in the future from 
where we are.   
 
Notice the things listed in Verse 16.   You find them in the Law: meat, drink, holy day, new moon and 
Sabbath days.  Those all are regulations that Moses gives in the Law.  He says, in Verse 17,  “which are a 
shadow.”  It doesn’t say, “which were a shadow of things to come.”  That is, it doesn’t say they used to 
be a shadow of our time, but it says they are right now - where we stand in the Dispensation of Grace  - 
a shadow of things to come, future from our time.  The Law is a shadow of what God is going to do for 
and with the nation Israel in her Kingdom.  Hebrews 10:1 
 
You see, this weaker brother hasn't come to understand that what we are doing today is not observing 
the shadows; we have Christ, the true thing to which the shadows point.  So he says, don't let anybody 
judge you in meat, drink or respect of holy days or new moons or Sabbath days, or that kind of thing.  In 
Romans 14, there is a guy who is respecting, (esteeming), days.  He does not have that truth of 
Colossians 2:16 in his soul.  What is the matter?  Galatians 4:8.  Galatians 4:8-11 
 
Religious ordinances are not the program for today. 
 
Colossians 2:17 is a verse most people never notice.  The law, as well as the prophets, prophesy of that 
kingdom.  Jesus said, “I have not come to destroy the law and the prophets, but I have come to fulfill 
them.”  And the way he will fulfill the law, (things the law pictured ahead of time), and the way he will 
fulfill the prophets is by setting up that kingdom.  And the things that the law typified, back in time past, 
will be a reality. 
 
There is something I want you to notice about what he says about taking away the law.  Ephesians 2:15 
 
If you are going to teach somebody that they can lose their salvation, you will go to Matthew and 
Hebrews.  If you are going to teach somebody to speak in tongues, you will go to Acts.  If you are going 
to teach somebody they need to be water baptized in order to get saved, you go to Acts 2:38.  Acts 2:38 
 
Do you know what that does with the law?  It says that we don’t keep it.  Ceremonial correctness of the 
law is not our program today.  We are not under the law today.  We are dead to the law.  We have been 
delivered from the law.  Romans 7 was written during the first couple verses in Acts, along in there.  
Romans 7:4-6 

 

Colossians 2:18 Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary 
humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which 
he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,  

Colossians 2:18-19: “Let no man beguile you of your reward [How?] in a voluntary humility and 
worshipping of angels, [Do you see how all those things are religious oriented?] intruding into those 
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things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, And not holding the Head…”  They 
have become the head.  They want to be the head themselves, not allowing Christ to be the head, from 
whom the life comes.  They are going to have their own way.  They are going to do their own thinking.  
They are going to be independent and do it their way.   
 
Isn’t that Romans 1:22?  Didn’t we say in the last lesson that was what the “wisdom of words” was: 
“Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.”  Here he says, “It’s possible for you and me to do 
that as believers”.  He says back in verse 4, “I don’t want anybody to trick you and make you start acting 
like an unbeliever”.  
 
On the other hand, look at Colossians 2.  It focuses on Christ as the head of the body.  Colossians 2:18-
19 – “Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding 
into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, And not holding the Head, 
from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth 
with the increase of God.”   
 
The idea is that the Colossians were not holding the Head, they weren’t focusing on Christ and what they 
had in him.  They wanted to become the Head themselves.  They were vainly puffed up in their fleshly 
minds.  They were functioning on the basis of human viewpoint rather than on the basis of Colossians 
3:1 – “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above.”  So, in Colossians, he says, 
“Hey, Christ is the head”.  “And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power” 
(Colossians 2:10).   

 

Colossians 2:19 And not holding the Head, from which all the body by 
joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, 
increaseth with the increase of God.  

There are six devices of the devil identified in Colossians 2 verses 4, 8, & 18-19 that are used to spoil the 

believer today, (spoil in the sense of the spoils of war:  taking away what is yours).  The first is 
philosophy, and the second is vain deceit.  The word philosophy, (sophia), means the lover of wisdom.  
(It is the name of the capital city of Bulgaria.)  It has to do with exalting human viewpoint, human 
opinion, human judgment above the Word of God; making what God’s words say to be subject to what 
you think it ought to say; loving human viewpoint. 
 
Vain deceit is that thing in 2 Corinthians 4:2 where Paul tells us not to handle the Word of God 

deceitfully.  Handling God’s Word deceitfully makes it vain—having no impact.  The Word itself is 
deceitfully handled in order to give the impression that it says something other than what it really says.  
The way that is done is by not applying the principles we have been studying here. 
 
The first, philosophy, means you do not care what it says, because you will make it subject to your own 
thinking.  The second means you will study it, but you are not going to handle it honestly.  Those two 
devices attack the Word of God itself, seek to neutralize it, and even to confuse it.  Notice also the next 

phrases in the verse:  “after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world.” 
 
Those first two devices, philosophy and vain deceit, are used to promote the tradition of men and the 
rudiments of the world.  The traditions of men are simply saddling people with customs and rules, 
regulations, and practices.  The rudiments of the world, (verses 20, 21, 22), is the operation of the 
physical ordinances:  the performance-based acceptance of the law program.  When the Word of God has 
been neutralized and confused, it is used to promote things that are not in line with the preaching of 
Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery.  These things they promote are after the 
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traditions of men, putting one on the treadmill of the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.  They 
do anything but preach Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery.   
 
When they get people all caught up in things that do not pertain to what God is doing today, that leads 
them to completely abandon the Word of God as the final authority; and they turn to a counterfeit that 
seems to be an authority.  Verse 18 is teaching about the tactic of extra-Biblical revelation, promoting a 
counterfeit, (in other words, further communication from God, from angels, from visions, etc.), in order 
to give some kind of convincing authority to the error being taught.  It makes people think that God is 
giving further revelation through someone functioning as a gifted messenger of God. 
 
That is why understanding Ephesians 4:8-14 is important, because if God is giving men to the church 
today as a gift, then His Word is not complete.  That is why II Thessalonians 2 is important to remember.  
It was this last tactic that finally got the Thessalonians troubled and shaken.  You need to protect 
yourself from those tactics—questioning the Word, mishandling the Word, and counterfeiting things—to 
save yourself from that kind of attack that will be relentlessly bombarding you. 
 
“Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into 
those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, And not holding the Head, 
from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth 
with the increase of God”.   
 
You see, they were not holding the head.  They were puffed up with their fleshly mind.  They were going 
on human view point, rather than holding the head and letting him do the thinking, and following his 
instructions and his leadership and his purpose and plan and program.  They went out under human 
viewpoint and were beguiled and got under a religious system and all the rest.  And their problem is that 
they are not being subject to the headship of Christ.   
 
The whole issue in headship is authority.  It is to be the ruler and the one that has jurisdiction, and rule, 
and responsibility over others.  And Christ is the head.  Now go back to Colossians 1:9 
  

 

Colossians 2:20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments 
of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to 
ordinances,  

20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, [Notice how he is asking a 
question.  He says, “if you are dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world…”  Are you dead with 
Christ from the rudiments of the world?  Yes.  He is not saying that you are not, and he is not 
questioning.  He is challenging you.  He is saying:  Look here, if this is who you are…] why, as though 
living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, 

 

Colossians 2:21 (Touch not; taste not; handle not;  

Colossians 2:22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the 
commandments and doctrines of men?  
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Do you know who teaches religious ordinances today?  God doesn't!  Men teach religious ordinances!  
You want to remember that!  That is why it is important to discuss, and to point out, and to maintain the 
liberty from the religious ceremonies and ordinances of the past. 

 

Colossians 2:23 Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will 
worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to 
the satisfying of the flesh.  

The point is, here is a bunch of people at Colossi who have a list of commandments and doctrines of 
men—some “don'ts” and some “do's,” lists of “don't do this,” “don't do this,” “do this,” “do this.”  They 
are trying to control sin, how?  By law.  What have you learned about that?  Can you control sin and 
please God in your life as a believer by the law?  How do you do it?  By grace.  Isn't that what he is doing 
in verse 20?  He is saying:  Think about what you are saying.  If you are dead with Christ, if Christ is the 
one that did it all for you, what in the world are you doing?  What is he doing at Colossi?  He is telling 

them to operate on the basis of a renewed mind that understands grace. 
 
Do you know what a weak brother is?  He is somebody who hasn't gotten these issues established in his 
thinking.  He is somebody who hasn't matured to the place where he is functioning under grace.  Do you 
know what he hasn't done?  He hasn't come to understand Romans 6-8 yet.  So Paul gives you some 
practical instructions in chapter 14, and the first part of chapter 15, about how to deal with brethren who 
are weak in the faith.  The great majority of your ministry is going to be dealing with what kind of 

people.  You have come to the place where you have these foundation stones of doctrine about God's 
grace and justification, His grace and sanctification, and His grace in the dispensational dealings.  You 
have them all down, and now he says:  Look, in your practical living under grace and the application of 
these understandings, you are going to deal with some people who haven't gotten through all that yet.  
So what are you supposed to do?   
 

They are going to be mad at you.  They are going to think themselves superior to you.  Are they 
superior?  No, but they are going to think that they are.  Do you know that the weaker brother is one of 
the most bullheaded dudes that you would ever meet in your life?  He is a sanctimonious rascal most of 
the time.  Why?  Because he has his little laws and he says, I am keeping it, and I am not touching, and I 
am not tasting, and I can judge everybody on the basis of that.  Phariseeism is what it comes down to.  
How do you relate to that?  How do you deal with that?  He is going to tell you.   
 
This passage is critically important.  He is taking this doctrinal framework that you have been putting in 
your soul, and he is saying:  these are broad areas that you need to learn to deal with.  The first area is 
your relationship to God, Romans 12:1-3.  Then you need to learn to deal with others—your relationship 
with other members of the body of Christ—that unity and diversity that all works together in the body.  
Then you need to learn how to deal with your brethren on an individual basis in your service to the Lord.  
Then you need to deal with opposition; then with the government; and then society around you.  And 
don't forget you are going to be in an assembly; and in that assembly, there will be a lot of weak 
brothers; and you need to know how to deal with them.  Romans 14:1 

 

 

Colossians: 3 
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Put On the New Self 

3,4: How to live according to your position 

Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  

Then he says in chapter 3:1 – “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.”   
 
Hey, he is saying that you need to set your mind on the mystery program.  Focus on the program God 
has in effect for you, and focus on the position that God has given you.  That is another way of saying, 
“be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might.”  Then he goes on down through the rest of 
chapters 3 and 4 describing how that is to live in you. 

 

Colossians 3:2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the 
earth.  

Focus your attention on what God is doing up yonder and what your blessings are there.  That is not to 
sit around seeing if you can discover a new planet in the sky.  It is about what God is doing in your life 
and how it will be related to your heavenly life as well as in the Body of Christ today. 
 
He is not saying to lay up treasures in heaven.  He’s saying that is where the riches are that God has 
given you.  You are blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places.  Your position is being seated 
in Christ in heavenly places.  He says to put your affections, your heart, your love, on those things.  Make 
those the most valuable worthy things in your life.  That’s the principle.  In contrast, these people here 
are to lay up their treasures in heaven. 

 

Colossians 3:3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.  

Colossians 3:4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye 
also appear with him in glory.  

And that appearing is 1 Timothy 6:15 when the Lord Jesus Christ shall appear to show who the only 
Potentate is.  That is when the Lord Jesus Christ comes back into the heavens and the Day of Christ 
begins, and his glory shall be manifest throughout the universe through us, the Body of Christ.   
 
Then he comes back down to the earth at the second coming according to the passage in 2 
Thessalonians 1:10. 
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Colossians 3:5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the 
earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 
concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:  

Colossians 3:6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the 
children of disobedience:  

Colossians 3:7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in 
them.  

Colossians 3:8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, 
blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.  

In Colossians 3:8, he says, “But now ye also put off all these.”  He is saying to just quit doing them, stop 
doing them.  I told you time and again that the answer to sin in the life of a believer is just one word – 
STOP!  “But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of 
your mouth.  Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have 
put on the new man.”  He said, “Hey, act like who you are.”   
 

Now, you have been taught Ephesians 4, and you have been taught by Christ in the book of Romans.  If 
you laid the foundation properly, he taught you that you put off the old man, and you put on the new 
man.  Didn’t he teach you that?  Well, he flat did teach you that. 
 
By the way, there are people that don’t believe you have an old sin nature after you get saved.  I don’t 
know who they think sins, but you will find that everybody from the reformers down to the sinless 
perfectionists among the Holiness and Pentecostal people have ideas about that.  You’ll even find that 

there are preachers in the grace movement that don’t believe you have an old sin nature after you get 
saved. 
 
Now, there is one thing I want you to be conscious about in that regard.  Some of the brethren in the 
grace movement who have taken that view, have done it as a reaction against an extreme on this thing; 
and you don’t want to do that.  You are not two people.  Some folks talk about the two natures; and they 
talk about the old man and the new man as though they were separate, completely different people and 

that you really are just a shell with two people inside of you.  And that is not true.   
 
You are one person, and yet you have two conflicting natures within you – one with its seat in your flesh 
that goes back to Adam and is associated with sin, and the other nature when you trusted Christ, and 
that goes back to the point of your new birth and your regeneration, your salvation, your being born in 
the family of God.  It is associated with Christ and is created in righteousness and true holiness.  It is 
according to God’s purpose, and God’s plan, and God’s working.  It is created in righteousness and true 

holiness.  It is the miracle of God’s creative work – regeneration.  God created that in you, and he did it 
in righteousness and true holiness.  That is the new mold, the new lifestyle, the new way of walking.   
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Colossians 3:9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the 
old man with his deeds;  

If we’re going to have spiritual victory, we are going to have to put on that new man which is created in 
the image of Jesus Christ, and only then can we ever have victory, which, by the way, is “renewed in 
knowledge.” 

 

Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of him that created him:  

There is no practical application without knowing doctrine first. 

 

Colossians 3:11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 
uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and 
in all.  

That principle of that renewed mind leads the believer to put off the old patterns of sinfully habituated 
lifestyle, and to put on new patterns of activity and lifestyle—behaviors that are becoming to a member 
of the body of Christ.  There are two factors in that.  Put off:  you have an old sinful habit, and what do 
you do?  You de-habitate yourself.  You quit having the habit of doing that thing.  But did you break the 
habit when you did that?  Well, you broke that habit, but is that what God wants done?   
 
You see folks, change does not come when you quit doing something wrong.  Do you know when change 
comes?  When you then also start doing something right.  When is a thief no longer a thief?  When he 
quits stealing?  No, he is just an unemployed thief.  Do you know when a thief quits being a thief?  When 
he does what Ephesians tells him to do.  Ephesians 4:28 

 

Colossians 3:12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
longsuffering;  

Notice:  “Put on as the elect of God, holy and beloved.”  Elect, holy, beloved:  those are terms that refer 
to the status of the believer.  Those terms are not true of the unbeliever; they’re true of the believer.  
Those are titles that are used to describe people who are in Christ.  Verse 11 is talking about Christ being 
“all and in all.”  He is in all these people, they are in Him.  They are one in Him in verses 9, 10, and 11.  
Therefore, as the elect—the chosen of God—the holy, the beloved.  The word elect is the called.  To elect 
is to choose.  That is a description of the believer.  How do you get to be one of the called?  How does 
God call people?  Through the gospel, II Thessalonians 2:13-14. 
 
Election is unconditional in that God unconditionally chose before the foundation of the world to form the 
church, the body of Christ.  And there is no way that purpose can be thwarted.  That is unconditional 

corporate election:  the group, the body.  It is conditional if you are talking about the individual.  Your 
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participation in what God has purposed to do in the body of Christ is conditioned upon your faith in the 
gospel of Christ.  When you exercise personal faith in the fact that Jesus Christ died for your sins, God 
puts you in His unconditional purpose, and you are as secure there as though you were already in 
eternity future accomplishing it.  So it is unconditional and conditional.   
 
Turn to Colossians 3:11-12: “Where [talking about “in Christ”, the last word in verse 10] there is neither 
Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and 
in all.  Put on therefore, [because of who you are in Christ] as the elect of God, holy and beloved”.  He 
says, “Put on, as the elect of God.”  “Elect of God – holy – beloved” are three titles that describe the 
believer.   
 
He says, “Since you the elect of God, holy and beloved by God, here is the way you should act.”   
 
The “elect of God” is a term that is used to describe who you are as a saved person.  It is a term about 
the status that you have as a believer.  You are one of the chosen ones.   
 
Now, the “us” is the body of Christ.  Please notice, (and we will go over this in great detail in the next 
lesson), before the foundation of the world God Almighty chose to form the church, the body of Christ.  
God chose the church, the body of Christ, and purposed before the foundation of the world.  When we 
trusted the Lord Jesus Christ, God Almighty chose and purposed before the foundation of the world to 
form the church, the body of Christ, out of people who believed the gospel of the grace of God.  When 
you believed the gospel, God the Holy Spirit put you into Christ, and in Christ you became one of the 
elect.   
 
Sometimes that doesn't match up with all of the theological doctrines about election.  But, the elect are 
always those who are in Christ.  And in Christ they share his election.  We share his election and 
therefore can be termed “the elect”.  You get your election in Christ, not in yourself.   
 
God Almighty called the body of Christ to be a special people, a heavenly people, to execute his purpose 
in the heavenly places just as Israel will execute his purpose on the earth.  He chose Israel to execute his 
purpose on the earth, a special people, an agency through which his purpose will be accomplished.  He 
chose the church the body of Christ as an agency through which his purpose will be accomplished in the 
heavens.  When mankind failed, he chose out Israel.  When Israel falls, he chooses out the church the 
body of Christ, a special group of people to execute his purpose in the heavenly places according to a 
secret purpose that he had before the foundation of the world. 
 
Colossians 3:12 – “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering.”  You and I, members of the body of Christ, (verses 10 
and 11 are talking about the body of Christ), put on “as the elect of God”.  Who is the body of Christ?  
They are the elect of God.   
 
Now, you say, “Well, what about the individual?”  Concerning these elections, the nation is elected in 
Israel’s election.  The individual Israelite could be a part of the believing remnant, and he becomes a part 
of that on the basis of his individual faith.  All they that are of Israel are not Israel, only the ones that 
have the proper response.  Do you remember that from Romans 9?  Well, it’s the same issue here – just 
as the calling with Israel is the calling of a corporate body, (a nation), so it is with the body of Christ.  
The election of the body of Christ is a corporate election, meaning the body is elected to the privilege and 
the position and for the purpose of functioning as an agency to exercise the purpose of God in the 
heavenly places. 
 
In Ephesians 3:10-11 he says that one of the functions of the body of Christ is to make known to the 
principalities and powers in heavenly places the manifold wisdom of God according to his eternal 
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purpose, which he purposed in Christ.  The eternal purpose that he purposes in Christ is worked out 
through the agency, the body of Christ, in the heavenly places. 
 
Now, concerning your individual election – you as an individual participate in that corporate election of 
the body when you by faith trust the Lord Jesus Christ on the basis of believing the gospel.  1 Corinthians 
1:21 

 

Colossians 3:13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if 
any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also 
do ye.  

Colossians 3:13 – “Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against 
any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.”  It is interesting to me how often Paul does this; he 
assumes that you are going to have problems.  He assumes that you are a rotten rascal, and that you are 

dealing with rotten rascals, and that you are going to have fights and contentions and problems.  Did you 
ever notice that? 
 
If there weren’t going to be any problems among members of the body of Christ why would he say all of 
that?  He says, “Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against 
any.”  You can’t forgive somebody if there isn’t a quarrel, or an issue.  And do you know how you are to 
forgive each other?  Well, they come and apologize and you forgive them, right?  No, it says “even as 

Christ forgave you, so also do ye.”   
 
Oh shucks, you mean I can’t hold a grudge?  You mean I can’t get even?   I told that to a guy one 
time and he said, “Then what’s the use of being married?”  I said, “I didn’t know.” 

 

Colossians 3:14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the 
bond of perfectness.  

You see folks, charity (agapé – the ability to value and esteem the thing God values and esteems) is what 
maturity uses to tie the whole Christian life together.  You want to produce true holiness in your life, and 
it comes as a result of true repentance, that purity in character and conduct.   
 
The fruit of righteousness comes on the basis of grace, giving you the ability to face the problems, and 
the failures, and the sin in your life, squarely and objectively.  You are not to be destroyed by it, by the 
punitive emotions of legalistic reactions.  You are not to discount it and let sin corrupt and destroy you.  
You are not to justify yourself and continue on in sin.  You are not to act like you are not saved, with the 
defense mechanisms of avoidance and blame shifting, with the emotions of fear and shame and 
rejection, and with the attempts to just deal with it that way, but you are to face it. 
 
You can face it because Christ has faced it.  And you can live like who you are in Christ.  Now, in your life 
and in your ministry, you are going to find believers just like the Galatians.  They were told to go back 
under the law in order to gain perfection.  And it will not work. 
 
The law is called “the ministration of condemnation” (2 Corinthians 3:9).  And grace is called the ministry 
of righteousness. 
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In the next lesson we will go over the anatomy of man – the parts of an individual spiritually and 
physically – the three-fold essence of a man.  And I will show you how these issues operate so when you 
sit down and deal with people, you can deal with them with the precision of a spiritual surgeon.  And you 
can get to the real problem and keep people on the road of grace.   
 
Before we get into that, I want you to understand what you are accomplishing.  That is what grace 
allows you to produce.   
 
Colossians 3:12-14 – “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, (Do you see the 
comparison there with Ephesians 4:2?), and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against 
any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  And above all these things put on charity, which is the 
bond of perfectness.”   
 
Charity is the thing that perfectness (maturity) uses to tie the Christian life all together.  In Ephesians 4, 
it is the bond of peace.  The way you maintain the unity of the Spirit is in the bond of peace, and the way 
you maintain the bond of peace is by walking in love one toward another.  How do you walk in love?  You 
walk worthy of the calling that God has given you, of the special function he has given you as a son.   

 

Colossians 3:15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the 
which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.  

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  

The word of Christ is that word that the Lord Jesus Christ, from heaven’s glory, committed to him 

through the apostle Paul.  Folks, it has to do with the word of God.  It has do to with something that they 
could build up in themselves and something that could be built upon. 
 
The word Psalms means praise.  It was the songbook of both the Jewish Church (James 5:13) and if you 
look at Colossians Chapter 3, you’ll see that the apostle Paul talks about it. 
 
Now, that verse doesn’t necessarily mean that they were singing songs out of the book of Psalms.  They 

could have written some of their own praise songs but the probably is that you’re talking about Scripture 
there, too, and certainly not excluding it.  So the book of Psalms is called a lot of different things – the 
songbook of the Bible, and that kind of thing.   
 
We looked at teaching back in Colossians 1:28.  And “the admonishing” is the same word as warning.  
We teach him – which is positive input.  But then there is the negative input, the confrontation of an 
individual with the thing that is wrong.  Let’s read a few passages where this word is used so you get the 

flavor of it.  1 Thessalonians 5:12 
 
Colossians 3:16 – “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom.”  You take his word and it 
dwells, it settles down, it feels at home in you, and hence, he is dwelling there.  He is living there, and it 
is by faith.  It is not make believe; it is not making out like it is there.  Feelings are not the issue, but our 
convictions are the issue.  How does Christ dwell in us?  He dwells in us by faith – you take the fact, take 
God at his word. 
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Somebody said, “God said it and I believe it, and that settles it.”  I’ve always taken exception to that 
statement.  That is not right!  God said it, and that settles it, and I believe it.  Now, that is the right way 
to say it.  What you believe doesn't settle anything because someone will have a difference of opinion.  
What we believe doesn't matter because people will always have differences of opinions.  But when God 
said it, that settles it.  
 
People say, “Brother Rick, what do you think about so and so?”  I have been traveling for years and I 
have a standard answer, “I believe the bible is right.  Now, do you want to talk about what the bible 
says, or do you want to talk about something else?”  And, that is the idea! 
 
Don’t you want Christ to dwell in you?  Paul is talking to them here, not just about knowing the doctrine, 
but having the doctrine live – take up dwelling and being active.  He talked to him about enlightenment 
in chapter one, and understanding, and knowing, and perceiving.  Now he is talking about empowerment 
– having it take root and exemplifying itself and beginning to live and empower and motivate.  
 
Now, look at Colossians 3:16 – “Let the word of Christ dwell in your richly.”  When the word of Christ 
dwells in your richly, you get exactly the same results that you get when you are filled with the Spirit.  Do 
you see that?  The exact same results in Colossians, when the word dwells in your richly, are the exact 
same results that you get in Ephesians when you are filled with the Spirit.   
 
Now, if A = B, and B = C, then A = C.  Isn’t that correct?  
 
So, if “being filled with the Spirit” equals the results in the verses in Ephesians 5, and “the word of Christ 
dwelling in you richly” equals the results in the verses in Colossians 3, and the results are the same in 
Ephesians and Colossians, then “being filled with the Spirit” is equal to (the same thing and just another 
way of saying) “let the word of Christ dwell in your richly”.  Being filled with the Spirit is identical with 
letting the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 
 
Listen, the Holy Spirit of God, today, works indirectly through the word of God resident in the soul of the 
believer.  And being filled with the Spirit does not have anything to do with you going in some dark room 
somewhere expecting some ‘hoodily doo’ to come down on you and shave a clean spot down your spine.  
It is not when you get a shiver and have some wonderful lightning experience where you see visions and 
dream dreams and all that kind of business, like they say is happening in the world system (the religious 
system) today. 
 
Being filled with the Spirit does not have anything to do with something falling down on you.  You can go 
to meetings where they pray Oh God, we pray thy Spirit will fall on this meeting today.  That is just 
tomfoolery.  It shows an absolute ignorance of what God is doing today and how God the Holy Spirit 
operates today.   
 
Today, God the Holy Spirit indwells the body of the believer.  The Holy Spirit doesn't fall down into a 
room.  He isn’t like some fog floating around the room, or somebody walking around and fixing to zap 
you. 
We sing that song … Pass me not oh gentle Savior, hear my plaintiff cry, while in others thou art calling, 
do not pass me by. What kind of theology is that?  It is not very good theology.  It is hymn knowledge, 
but it is not very good theology.  A lot of songs are not good doctrine.  And I guess some doctrine would 
not make a good song.   
 
Anyway, the point is that the two things are equal.  God the Holy Spirit works indirectly through his word.  
And to be filled with the Spirit has to do with having the word of Christ dwell in your richly.   
Now, that expression “being filled with the Spirit” is something that you need to understand.  He is not 
talking about getting more of the Spirit.  He is talking about being filled by the Spirit’s instrumentality.  
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The Holy Spirit fills us with some things that take the place of wine wherein is excess.  This is a passage 
of scripture that can illustrate the value, or maybe I should say the proper use, of the Greek language 
that lies behind the English text.   
 
Do you understand the difference between active voice and passive voice?  Active voice is when the 
subject is doing the action.  Passive voice is when the action is being done to the subject.  In the Greek 
language, when you use a passive voice verb as the word “be filled” is, you are being filled.  You are the 
recipient of the action.  In the Greek language, if you use that passive voice with the dative case, the 
idea is instrumentality.  It is the sense of what you are “being filled by”.  If you use it with the genitive 
case, the sense is what you are “being filled with” (the contents).   
 
In English, the ability to express that difference is not quite as clearly defined as it is in Greek.  Frankly, 
the prepositions “with” and “by” are like the other words that we mentioned a minute ago.  You could 
make out like there is a big distinction between them, but in practicality, it isn’t quite as clear.  A 
preposition is a word that is used to describe the relationship between two nouns.  “With” and “by” can 
be used synonymously, or they can be used to mean very different things.   
 
When Paul says, “Be filled with the Spirit”, it is like the following illustration.  If I say to Walter, “I want 
you to go out in the back of the building and fill that tub with the water hose.”  Now, what is he 
supposed to put in that tub?  He is going to use the hose to fill the tub with water.  If I say, “Fill the tub 
with the hose”, I mean put the water in the tub using the hose to do it.  Do you understand how that 
word “with” can be used in the sense of it being the instrumentality of the hose that gets the water in the 
tub?   
 
In Ephesians 5, because it is a dative case used with the passive voice, it is clear what the translators 
mean.  The believer is being filled with the Holy Spirit in the sense of having the Holy Spirit fill us, or 
saturate our lives, with the word of God.  The Holy Spirit is the hose who takes the word of God and 
saturates our life with the word of God.  It has to do with the Spirit of God taking the things of Christ and 
applying them to our life.  It has to do with the word of God controlling our walk and our lives – the Spirit 
filling and dominating and controlling our actions to the glory of God by taking the word of God and 
making it dominate our thinking.  Being filled with the Spirit is the same thing as having the Spirit of God 
take the words of Christ and cause them to live in us and in our thinking, and our mentality.  It is to have 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly.   
 
Dwell means to settle down and feel at home.  Every time you think about that word “dwell”, think about 
that expression.  When I go into a house and I feel at home, I take my shoes off.  That is what that word 
means.  Feel at home.  You have total access.  
 
We say to people, “Make yourself at home.”  Well, that is what “dwell” means.  That is what being filled 
with the Spirit means.  It is the Spirit of God taking the word of Christ and making it feel at home in 
every area of your life.  It is not like smoke filling the room, but it is like the tub being filled with the 
hose.  The hose is not what we are putting into the tub.  The hose is the instrument that is being used to 
put the water in the tub.  The Holy Spirit is the instrument by whom the word of Christ is caused to dwell 
in you richly.   
 
Somebody might say, “Well, why don’t we say that we are filled by the Spirit?”  That would be about the 
same thing, and it still wouldn’t be clear.  You still have to understand the explanation.  So, you are to be 
filled with, (by the instrumentality or however you want to say it), the Spirit.  That is the Holy Spirit 
taking the word of God and making the word of God control and dominate your life.   
 
In Acts 2:1-4, those people were brought under the control automatically through the intervention of the 
Holy Spirit, under control of the program that God had in effect at that time.  You and I are to seek 
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toward being controlled by, and move toward being controlled by, the program that God has in effect 
today.  
 
When Paul says, “Be filled with the Spirit”, he is not saying to pray and let something fall down on you.  
But, that is what happened in Acts 2.  They were waiting and the thing fell on them.  But, that is not how 
it operates today.  You can’t be filled with the Spirit of God today in the way they were in Acts 2.  The 
results won’t be the same and so forth.   
 
“Be filled with the Spirit” is a continuing, every-moment command.  It is something you are commanded 
to do.  It is something you are commanded to attain.  If it was something that you could attain, and then 
that’s it, then it wouldn’t be a command.  It would not be a present tense command.  Those people in 
Acts 2 had it, and it was there, and it was an absolute thing.   
 
Would someone here like to tell me that they are filled with the Spirit, that every area of their life is 
under absolute control and dominion of God the Holy Spirit right now?  You know you are not going to 
say that!  You and I have the command, as a goal to attain to and to press toward, and that is why Paul 
says in Philippians 3, “I am trying and I am pressing toward that mark, but it is not something that I have 
already attained.”   
 
What is John 20 talking about in relation to Acts 2?  In John 20, when he says, “Receive the Holy Spirit”, 
they do not receive it right there.  They receive him on the day of Pentecost.  It is an anticipatory 
statement, a prophecy about what would happen, and when it happened, what their commission would 
be in light of it happening.  John 20:22 
 
The purpose of music in the believer’s life is to communicate sound doctrine.  That is why Colossians 
3:16 says, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”   
 
And, if anybody tells you that verse is punctuated wrong, it is somebody that does not understand what it 
means to be “filled with the Spirit of God”.  And they do not understand the affect of being filled with the 
Spirit of God, and that teaching ministry of music, one believer to the other.  It is amazing to me how 
many people do not understand that.  It is the teaching ministry of music to the believer.  1 Corinthians 
14:15 
 
Colossians 3:16 – “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.”   
 
Being filled with the Spirit simply has to do with being controlled and dominated and under the control of 
God the Holy Spirit.  When God the Holy Spirit controls you, he does it through the word of God.  You 
take the doctrine of the word of God that dwells in your heart, it settles down and is at home, and it is 
the thing that controls your mental attitude and your viewpoint.  When that happens, when you are 
controlled by the doctrine of the word of God, God the Holy Spirit works indirectly today through the 
word of God resident in the souls of the believer.  And he empowers the believer and strengthens him by 
his Spirit in the inner man through the presence, and through the obedience – through the doctrine.   
 
In fact, it is your positive response to the doctrine of the word of God whereby God both wills and does 
his good pleasure.  The doctrine creates the will of God, and it creates the energy to execute the will of 
God.  So, being controlled by the Spirit of God has to do with walking in line with what God the Holy 
Spirit is doing – in agreement with him. 
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Colossians 3:17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.  

Come to Colossians 3:16-17 and watch exactly the same kind of thing: “Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”  (3:18) “Wives, submit yourselves.”  
(3:19) “Husbands, love your wives.”  (3:20) “Children, obey your parents.”  (3:21) “Fathers, provoke not 
your children.”  (3:22) “Servants, obey in all things your masters.”  (4:1) “Masters.”   
 
You see the exact correlation between the two passages.  Now go back to Ephesians 5:18 where he says, 
“be filled with the Spirit” and do these things.  In Colossians he says, “Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you” (settle down and feel at home in you).  People, “being filled with the Spirit” is synonymous with 
allowing the “word of Christ to dwell in you richly” (in your hearts).   
 
Do you know where you dwell?  You dwell in a house.  Don’t you have a humble little domicile that you 
dwell in?  It is a little house that you call home and you settle down and feel at home there.  Paul says, 
“Build an edifice of doctrine in your soul so Christ can dwell there.”  How does he dwell there?  He dwells 
there by the word of God – by that doctrine.  He dwells and he lives and he is formed and he is 
manifested.   
 
The issue in the ministry is the edification of the believer’s soul, so that he then can function properly.  
The mechanics are three words: (1) fact, (2) faith, and (3) feeling.  We went over this is Romans 6.   
 
You take the word of God and you open it up and you find out what the facts are.  What are the facts 
about who you are?  You get oriented to the facts of grace.  Then you place your faith in it.  The fact is 
“you are” now count it to be so, reckon it to be so.  Rejoice in it and get happy about it.  Be excited 
about what God has done.   
 
And then feelings produce activity, and they follow and bring forth fruit unto God.  The three words: (1) 
know, (2) reckon, and (3) fruit unto God. 
 
Now your life, and your ministry, (Christian growth and Christian living) has to be focused on building up 
that edifice of doctrine.  You take that word rightly divided and put it in their Spirit and transfer it into 
their souls and build up this house of doctrine.  That doctrine then begins to control their souls.  It is not 
a mystical, make believe thing.  It is the intelligent response of faith to an understanding of what God’s 
written revelation says.  That is the process of “godly edifying which is in faith.”   
 
Paul says in Colossians 3:17, “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”  And when he says that, he is talking about living 
now in such a way that God’s glory, out there, is going to be maintained.   

 

Rules for Christian Households 

Colossians 3:18 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it 
is fit in the Lord. (Eph 5:22)  

Colossians 3:18 says: “Wives, submit yourselves [subject yourselves] unto your own husbands, as it is fit 
in the Lord.”   
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The Greek word for “submit” means “to rank or to place below or under.”  In other words, here is a 
position at the top.  Now you come and put yourself underneath the authority of that position 
(underneath this higher position).  It is simply the recognition that there is authority and it has to do with 
order and authority and responsibility.  
 
It does not have to do with value and ability.  Please understand that.  The word “submit” and the issue 
of “subjection” does not have to do with ability.  And it does not have to do with the value of the person.  
Rather, it has to do with the recognizing of order and of authority.  It has to do with placing yourself 
under the order and under the authority, and the responsibilities that go along with that authority.   
Here is a passage in Ephesians 5 that I guess every wife has had her head beat over the stump with time 
and time again.  And yet, if you start where the passage begins you will see that it is not something a 
wife should be beat over the head with at any time.  Ephesians 5:22 
 
Now, notice Colossians 3:18 – “Wives, submit yourselves unto your won husbands.”   
Colossians 3:19 – “Husbands, love your wives.”   
Colossians 3:20 – “Children, obey your parents.”   
Colossians 3:21 – “Fathers, provoke not your children to anger.”   
Colossians 3:22 – “Servants, obey in all things your masters.”   
Colossians 4:1 – “Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal.”   
 
Do you see the comparison between Ephesians and Colossians?  Colossians does not have as much 
detail, but the exact same resultant social order that is listed in Ephesians is listed in Colossians.  So, you 
are in a parallel thought passage.  Do you see that?  Now, Ephesians 5:18: 
 
Colossians 3:18 says it this way – “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands.”  I love the fact 
that he put that in there.  That dude belongs to you!  Submit yourself to this guy that belongs to you “as 
it is fit in the Lord”.  This is what the Lord said.  This is the way the Lord set it up and that is what he 
says is fitting for you to do.  So you do it!  And it is a willing thing – “As it is fit in the Lord”.   
 
Why did God set up authority in the home?  When you recognize the principles (those four divine 
institutions for the establishment of the race), you begin to understand why he set up the authority.  He 
sets the authority up there for the social stability, for the stability of society, for the stability of the family.   
 
It all goes back to your marriage.  And you see what God is doing and there are provisions that God has 
made, and you see the place you function in it.  Because the husband is the wife’s possession, there is a 
natural sense of responding to him, and that natural sense of submission.   
 
Fellows, don’t ever forget the idea that because you are the head, you are her possession and she owns 
you lock stock and barrel.  And that is why it says it that way in the marriage ceremony – “for richer or 
poorer”.  She owns you; she takes your name.  And you better not forget it.  There is a submitting that 
the husband does to the wife.  And because of that, she willingly and naturally responds.  That is the 
issue. 

 

Colossians 3:19 Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against 
them.  

Colossians 3:20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well 
pleasing unto the Lord.  
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In other words, obeying your parents in the Lord has to do with getting under the authority of your 
parents in order to please the Lord in all things.  Now, you say, “Well, when he says obey him in all 
things so you might please the Lord, what if they tell you to do something that is wrong or evil.  Does 
that mean I am supposed to do evil?”  Well, you know good and well it does not mean that.   
 
I have had young people ask me, “If my parents want me to go do something that is wrong, should I do 
it”.  Well, first of all make sure it is wrong.  You make sure it is not just something you do not want to do.  
A lot of times that is all it is.  With a kid, a lot of the time, it is just I don’t want to do it, therefore, it has 
to be wrong!  But, if it is really wrong, God does not expect you to do that. 

 

Colossians 3:21 Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they 
be discouraged.  

Colossians 3:22 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to 
the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of 
heart, fearing God:  

Colossians 3:23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, 
and not unto men;  

Colossians 3:24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of 
the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.  

24  Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward [Do you see that?  Do it unto the Lord, because 
He is the one that is going to pay you.  You should receive the reward of what?] of the inheritance: for 
ye serve the Lord Christ.  [He pays off.  It might not look like it right now, but you by faith in God's Word 
can walk by faith, and know that He will reward you.] 
 
Well, what is that believing servant going to get if he serves his master faithfully?  He will get nothing 
from his master if he serves his master faithfully, but the Lord is going to pay.  What is the Lord going to 
give him?  He will give him the reward of the inheritance.  There is a reward that belongs to the 
inheritance. 
 
Now if you go back to Colossians 1:12, you will see that all saints have the inheritance.  “Giving thanks 
unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.”  
When you go saved, you got in line for the inheritance. 
 
Ephesians 1:11 – “In whom (Christ) also we have obtained an inheritance.”  And yet, look at 2 Tim 2:10-
11. 

 

Colossians 3:25 But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong 
which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.  

tw://bible.*/?id=51.1.12|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.1.11|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=55.2.10-55.2.11|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=55.2.10-55.2.11|_AUTODETECT_|


What does he receive for the wrong which he hath done?  Listen people:  sin pays off.  What it pays off 
with is a blank check:  death.  Galatians 5.  Let me show you.  It pays to serve Christ; He pays off, 
people.  You serve the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will receive the reward of what?  What does it say in 
Colossians 3:24?  You shall receive the reward of the inheritance.  There is an inheritance for you and me 
to share in the ages to come—in the heavenly places—as the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, takes up 
His inheritance in the heavenlies, (Ephesians 1).  We will have a part in that, and we will get the reward 
of the inheritance.   
 
But my friend, there are also those things in our life that are not rewardable, and we suffer the situation 
of losing what we could have had if we receive for the wrong that we have done.  What does that mean?  
Look for a verse that explains it to you.  Here it is:  Galatians 5.  Galatians 5:19-21 
 
Folks, grace does not do away with accountability.  And if it does, the plain statements in the bible do not 
mean anything.  Now, you understand that there is a great deal of difference between receiving an 
“inheritance” and receiving the “reward of the inheritance”.  2 Timothy 2:11 

 

 

Colossians: 4 

Further Instructions 

Colossians 4:1 Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and 
equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven.  

In Colossians 4:1 he says, “Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that 
ye also have a Master in heaven”.  
 
The point, in the passage, has to do with the fact that you and I, no matter where we are, should do the 
will of God in our employment.  If we are filled with the Spirit, and controlled and dominated and 
energized by the word of God in us, we are going to do the will of God in our employment.  If we are 
being strengthened by his Spirit in the inner man using the word of God to give energy to us, then we 
are going to do the will of God in our employment.  And in our employment, the will of God is not that we 
exert our rights, but it is that we serve the Lord in that capacity with the proper mental attitude and with 
the proper heart.  And we are not doing it for other men, but we are doing it for the Lord.  We are doing 
it so we can be his worthy ambassadors in our work, and in our words.  

 

Colossians 4:2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with 
thanksgiving;  

Colossians 4:3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us 
a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also 
in bonds:  
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Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, for which I am also in 
bonds: [And here’s that ‘ought to’ again.]   That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.  [Not 
timidly; not fearful that the wrong person might hear.  No - boldly, in the power of the Holy Spirit.] 
 

 

Colossians 4:4 That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.  

He says, “Pray for us that God would open unto us a door of utterance.” 
 
There are three things that Paul prayed for with regard to the issue of “all men getting saved.”   
 
Number one – he is praying for opportunities to witness.  Do you see that?  He is praying for God to open 
a door of utterance.  He is saying, “That God would open unto us an opportunity (a door) to preach.”  
Paul did not force opportunities.  He did not have a Madison Avenue campaign to bring opportunities.  
But rather, through prayer, he depended on God to provide the opportunity.   
 
Now I told you before that a lot of open doors lead to empty elevator shafts. You have to watch this 
business – just because there is an opportunity there.  You are involved in God’s work, right?  Then you 
have to depend on God to give you the sensitivity to be able to know what is going on around you and to 
perceive the needs of other people that are around you. 
 
How is God going to open doors for you?  I hope you understand that the work you are involved in is 
God’s work, and you have a testimony for Christ.  And you just take advantage of the natural 
opportunities that come along your way.  If you are praying for opportunities to speak to people, you will 
speak to twenty more people today than you did yesterday.  I guarantee you.   
 
If you went through today worrying about the space shuttle, and worrying about the super bowl, not 
much will happen.  But if you went through today and said, “Lord give me an opportunity,” you will get 
an opportunity.  Paul is praying that God would grant to us an open door, and through our testimony, 
through our influence, he would give us the sensitivity to see the needs of other people.  Go back to 
Ephesians 6:19-20 
 
So, number two, he prays for courage to witness.  The idea is courage.  Literally, it means “free speech.”  
Fear is a great hindrance to freedom to proclaim the gospel.  The fear of men is a snare.  Proverbs 29:25 
is a verse you need to learn: “The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD 
shall be safe.”  And it is possible to be inhibited by fear to the extent that your presentation is stifled, or 
at least it is blurred and ineffective. 
 
So, number three, he prays that he might have utterance – “that utterance may be given unto me, that I 
may open my mouth boldly, … that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak” (Ephesians 6:19-20).  
He is praying for the clarity of the message as you witness. 
 
You are praying for three things: 
 
Opportunities to witness. 
Courage to witness. 
Clarity of the message as you witness (utterance – the effective presentation of the gospel.   
 
It is not just that you say it so you understand, but you communicate so that it is clear and 
understandable to the people you are talking to.  You know it takes real prayer if that type of clarity is to 
be achieved.  It takes real prayer on your part for the capacity to communicate to people.  First you have 
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to understand it yourself, but then you must have the ability to communicate it to others.  That does not 
just fall out of the sky, and it is not something that you are born with.  It is something you have to think 
about and talk to God about.  It is something you have to think, and meditate, and commune with the 
Lord about.  It takes a lot of that.  Ephesians 6:20 
 
 

 

Colossians 4:5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, 
redeeming the time.  

Colossians 4:6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, 
that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.  

Final Greetings 

Colossians 4:7 All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a 
beloved brother, and a faithful minister and fellowservant in the Lord:  

So, evidently, Paul wrote Ephesians, and he wrote Colossians, and he sent them both with Tychicus to 
deliver.  Tychicus had to go by Colossi and drop off the book there with Onesimus.  Verse 9 

 

Colossians 4:8 Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that 
he might know your estate, and comfort your hearts;  

Colossians 4:9 With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is 
one of you. They shall make known unto you all things which are done 
here.  

“With Onesimus, (that’s the book of Philemon), a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you.”  So 
Philemon and Onesimus lived at Colossi.   
 
Onesimus is Philemon’s runaway slave, but he went to Rome and got saved under Paul’s ministry.  He 
became a great helper of Paul.  Paul sends him back to Philemon.  Paul writes the book of Philemon and 
puts it in the hands of Onesimus and says, “You take this back and give it to Philemon from me.”  He 
gives the book of Colossians to Tychicus and Onesimus, and they take it back.   
He had a lot of confidence in that runaway slave to put two books of the word of God in his hand.  Do 
you see that?   
 
So, Onesimus and Tychicus, and evidently Epaphras too according to verse 12, (the pastor of the church 
at Colossi), carry the Colossians and Philemon Epistles.  Then Tychicus goes on to Rome with the 
Ephesian book.   
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So, there is a group of these brothers.  Epaphroditus is in Rome with Paul.  He is sick.  He is a Philippian.  
He would have taken the book of Philippians back to the Philippians.  Tychicus is an Ephesian and he 
would take the Ephesians their letter.  Epaphras and Onesimus are Colossians.  All these brothers are 
working together, just like you are working together in the ministry.   

 

Colossians 4:10 Aristarchus my fellowprisoner saluteth you, and 
Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas, (touching whom ye received 
commandments: if he come unto you, receive him;)  

Colossians 4:11 And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the 
circumcision. These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of 
God, which have been a comfort unto me.  

In verses 9, 10, and 11, he lists these people who are Jews.  Then he lists some others who are Gentiles.  

 

Colossians 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, 
saluteth you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may 
stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.  

Colossians 2:10 And ye are complete in him [Christ], . . . 
 
Well, in Chapter 4, Verse 12, he says that Epaphras is “. . . always labouring fervently for you in prayers, 
that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.”  You are complete in Christ; he prays that 
you might be complete.  How do you explain the difference?  Well, the difference is in the contrast 
between our standing and our state - our position and our walk.  So you want to notice verses in a 
context, wherever the setting is.  You want to notice whether those verses are talking about salvation or 
are they talking about rewards?  That’s in I Corinthians, Chapter 3. 
 
Do you see what he is talking about?  You have this position in Christ and he says, “I want you to stand 
fast in it!  Epaphras is labouring in your behalf so you can learn about what you have in Christ and stand 
in that and let that take root in your life and bear fruit.”  It is the difference between what we call 
“standing” and “state”. 
 
Well, that is important to notice because the way you bring your walk in line with the position that you 
have in Christ, and practice your position, is by focusing on it.  Get outside of yourself and get into what 
God has made you.  Set your affections on things above.  When you do that, what happens?  (You know 
that song Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face, And the things of earth will grow 
strangely dim, In the light of his glory and grace.)  You become consumed with Him, and then the 
activities of your life begin to go that way.  The flow, the focus, the goal of your life becomes Him.  
Ephesians 1:6-7 
 
Colossians 4:12 – “Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring 
fervently for you in prayers, (why?) that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.”   
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Now, they were complete in Christ, were they not?  They were perfect in Christ, (positionally), were they 
not?  Epaphras isn’t trying to get them more righteous.  He is not trying to get them more complete and 
more perfect in Christ.  But, he is trying to get them to stand perfect and complete in all the will of God, 
that is to have the position that they have in Christ become a practical reality and appreciated fully in 
them.   
 
And he understood that his prayers energized the doctrine in the souls of those believers by making them 
accountable, by enhancing their accountability and promoting their sensitivity to others.  As you pray for 
one another, it enhances your accountability and your sensitivity to one another, and it is a thing that 
energizes, and mobilizes, and motivates the doctrine in your soul.  We already talked about that, but 
prayer is something that is involved in the perfecting of the saints; and those two things, in the work of a 
pastor, are critically important.   
 
A pastor’s life has to be given, (dominated, controlled), by the word of God and by prayer.  And you need 
to be careful, and diligent, and sure that you maintain good works in these areas – the perfecting of the 
saints.  Now let’s go back to Ephesians 4:12 
 
Colossians 4:12 – “Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring 
fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.”  Again, the 
word of God and prayer go together.  Please notice that the word and prayer, in your bible, are 
inseparable.  They always go together. 
 
Now sometimes, because we emphasis the word so much, it is as though we don’t talk about prayer.  
But, that doesn't mean we don’t pray, and it doesn't mean prayer is not important and a vital part.  
Prayer is never to be something that you do without any direct consideration of the word of God.   
 
You see, prayer is designed by God to enable you to stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.  
Prayer is designed so as to energize the doctrine that is in your heart by making you accountable to it, by 
making you recount it and promoting your sensitivity to it, because you begin to talk.  And as you talk, 
you become accountable.  You hear yourself think, and the doctrine that is in you begins to respond to 
the way your think.  Your conscience begins to evaluate the things you are saying.  And if you are not 
saying things that are in line with the fortified conscience (your conscience fortified by the sound 
doctrine), you begin to pray about a situation, and you begin to pray something that isn’t in line with 
your conscience.  And your conscience says, “Wait a minute!  What you are saying is not in line with 
sound doctrine?”   
 
So, what are you going to do?  You begin to adjust what you are saying.  As you pray and as you begin 
to do this, you enhance your accountability.  You enhance your sensitivity, and prayer begins to promote 
your conformity to the doctrine that is in your conscience. 
 
Now, you can just have that doctrine in your conscience and never allow it to confront you.  What good 
does that do you?  It doesn't do you any good!  You know believers, all over the place, that have doctrine 
in their conscience, and in their heart, and in their soul, and they never seem to let it bother them.  They 
are not sensitive to it.  And then they begin to develop that scar tissue, that hardness.  And they begin to 
get into reversion.  And pretty soon they begin to act like they do not have the doctrine. 
 
Prayer is a spiritual ministry generated by God the Holy Spirit in your life.  And it is designed by God to 
energize the doctrine of the word of God that is stored in your heart.  Ephesians 6:18 
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Colossians 4:13 For I bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for you, 
and them that are in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis.  

Colossians 4:14 Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you.  

In verses 9, 10, and 11, he lists the circumcision.  Then in verses 12, 13, and following, he lists people 
who aren’t the circumcision, and there is Luke in verse 14.  So the indication is that he is not of the 
circumcision which would make him a Gentile.  It is very interesting that he is Paul’s companion.   
 
You are going to discover that there are three “we” sections in the book of Acts.  There are three times:  
Acts 16:10-40; Acts 21:1-18; and Acts 27:1 to Acts 28:16, toward the end of the book, where Luke will 
be describing what is going on.  He will say, “We sailed.”  “We went.”  What does that mean?  He joined 
up with Paul for that period of time.  Then he will say, “They did.”  “We did.”  “We did.”  “They did.”  
Three different times he travels extensively with Paul, and in Paul’s later life Luke, “the beloved 
physician,” is with him.  Because of that close association he had with Paul, Luke would naturally have an 
interest with us.  In Paul’s account, he would know Luke’s gospel best.   
 
If you asked me which of the gospel accounts did Paul read and carry with him, no doubt it would be 
Luke’s.  Before he died he had the other accounts that were written, because they were collecting the 
Scriptures, but he would know Luke’s best, because he had the author with him so much.  It is fitting 
that the apostle of the Gentiles would have a record of the earthly ministry of Christ written by one who 
himself was a Gentile.  Again, the mystery is not found nor even hinted at in Luke’s gospel, but you see, 
under the guidance of God the Holy Spirit as Luke was writing down his gospel, Luke would be led by the 
Holy Spirit to include and exclude those features which are different from Matthew—those things that are 
exclusively focused on Israel—and he would begin to include the things that would open things up. 
 
When you come over to the book of Acts, you come with Luke, a man who is looking out over and seeing 
the Lord work, and he is seeing the broader purposes that God has in the earth.  He sees the Lord 
working in Israel to bring salvation to the nations.  Then he sees the hindrance and rebellion of the 
favored nation.  Then he sees the Lord turn to Paul.  Again, the result will be salvation to the nations.  
You see, the purpose of God in the nation Israel was to take salvation out to Luke’s kin and the nations.  
The purpose of Paul’s ministry was to take salvation to the Gentiles through the fall of Israel.   
 
I have a list that I will just read to you, because there are some fascinating things about the comparisons 
between Peter and Paul.  Acts1:1 

 

Colossians 4:15 Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and 
Nymphas, and the church which is in his house.  

Colossians 4:16 And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it 
be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read 
the epistle from Laodicea.  

Paul wants this epistle read, not just as Colosse, but at the Laodicean church also.  Colossians is one of 
the prison epistles, and it was one of the last books Paul wrote.  Paul’s design, from the very beginning to 
the very end, was that his epistles were to be read obviously by the people he wrote them to, but also in 

tw://bible.*/?id=44.16.10-44.16.40|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.21.1-44.21.18|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.27.1|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.28.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.1.1|_AUTODETECT_|


all the other churches too.  Paul wants the information, and the doctrine, to get out to everybody 
everywhere.   
 
Now, notice the last part of Colossians 4:16 – “and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.”  That 
part of verse 16 gives a lot of people a lot of problems.  They say, "Well, where is the epistle from the 
Laodiceans?”  Some people say, “That is really the book of Ephesians, because Ephesians 1 should not 
say “to the church at Ephesus,” but it should just say “to the church”.  That is stretching the truth a 
whole lot because it says, “to the church at Ephesus” in the Greek text.  But, some people take that out 
because the so-called “better manuscripts” leave a blank there.  As we go along, you will see that it is not 
very safe to give any credence to that kind of manuscript evidence.  
 
I will give you two ideas concerning the “epistle from Laodicea” in Colossians 4:17.  The first possibility is 
that there were a lot of things that were written down by Paul and the other apostles that were not 
intended to be part of the word of God. 
 
The second possibility is that the Laodiceans had some copy of an epistle that the Colossians had not 
received yet.  When Paul says, “read the epistle from the Laodiceans,” it might be that the Laodiceans 
had a copy of an epistle that the Colossians did not have in their hands yet, so Paul is telling them to get 
that copy.  That is a possibility.  The first possibility seems more probable. 
 
That is circularizing them.  They say, “See they are passing them around, aren’t we smart?”  Well, they 
are all circular epistles.  If you don’t believe that, read 1 Thessalonians 5:23 and see that Paul demands 
that of his epistles in the very first epistle that he wrote.  That’s enough for any bible student to note.  
But they say, “See, the Colossians were to read the epistle.  Their epistle was to go to Laodicea, but the 
Laodicean’s epistle was to come over to them.  But we do not have an epistle from the Laodicean Church, 
so that must be Ephesians.  So Ephesians is really the epistle from Laodicean, right?  Doesn't Paul say 
there is an epistle from Laodicea?  We are not going to say our bible is incomplete, are we?” 
 
Now, all of the sudden Bishop of Hermes and the Book of Enoch need to get in there, because Enoch 
prophesied, and it isn’t in the bible.  So now we have to go look for the lost books of the bible and all of 
that.  That is just more of that superstitious stuff that people get involved in. 
 
Hey people, we studied Colossians 4:16 at some length back when we studied Manuscript Evidence.  
There are a lot of explanations besides it being the book of Ephesians.  The most obvious is that it wasn’t 
intended to be part of the word of God to start with.  Paul wrote a whole lot of epistles that didn’t show 
up in the bible.  In 1 Corinthians, Paul says that it is the second epistle that he wrote them.  Well, should 
we call 1 Corinthians 2 Corinthians and 2 Corinthians 3 Corinthians and leave a blank space between 
Romans and 2 Corinthians?  No, we just recognize that the divine design for the establishment of the 
canon worked, and the books that should not be there are not there and the books that are there are the 
ones that should be there.   
 
Besides that, how do you know that the Laodiceans didn’t have a copy of some book that Paul wanted 
them to have, but that the Colossians didn’t have?  Maybe they had a copy of Romans.  There are many 
explanations. 

 

Colossians 4:17 And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which 
thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it.  

Do the job that God gave you to do.  He says, Watch out, Archippus.  Do the job He gave you to do.  Get 
on with it, man! 
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Listen, the ministry is a trust.  1 Thessalonians 2:4 

 

Colossians 4:18 The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my 
bonds. Grace be with you. Amen.  

Now, Ephesians has companion epistles – Philippians and Colossians.  Again, Paul writes Philippians and 
Colossians from jail.  In Colossians 4:18, Paul says, “Remember my bonds.”  He is in jail. 

 
Now, the letter to the Ephesians was sent to the church at Ephesus by a man named Tychicus.  
Ephesians 6:21 – it was delivered by Tychicus.  He delivers the book of Ephesians.  Phoebe delivered 
Romans, and Tychicus delivers Ephesians.  Evidently, Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians were written 
basically at the same time, by the apostle Paul.  For sure, Ephesians and Colossians were, and it seems 
that Philippians was too.  Colossians 4:7 
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