
52 The Book of 1st Thessalonians 

1 THESSALONIANS 
 
Then you come to Thessalonians.  This book is the doctrine about the coming of Christ.  In every chapter 
of I Thessalonians the Rapture is mentioned.  
 
 Chapter 1:9, 10   He has delivered us from the wrath to come 
 Chapter 2:19, 20 We are His at His coming, talking about the Judgment Seat of Christ.  
 Chapter 3:13   We are presented to God the Father at the coming of the Lord. 
 Chapter 4:13-18  “The Lord Himself shall descend:”  the actual events, and the 
details of how we are going to get out of here. 
 Chapter 5: 23    And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your 
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
In every chapter he talks about the Rapture, and there is additional information about that.  These are 
the first books Paul wrote.  When you read through I Thessalonians, you will find things that are 
fascinating.  I once made a list, (which I have since lost), of the doctrines found there.  Look at 1 
Thessalonians 1:4: 
 
 I Thessalonians 1:4  Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.  
 
They knew about election—one of the great doctrines of the Church through history.  If you want to see 
a fight, bring up the doctrine of election, predestination.  Boy, you can get people duking it out over such 

things as, “I’m a Calvinist,” “I’m an Armenian.”   
 
Personally, I am neither a Calvinist nor an Armenian; I am not either one.  But people say you have to 
be.  I was at a meeting a couple years ago in Florida.  A fellow asked me at the meeting, “How many 
points are you?”  
 
I felt my head, and said:  “I don’t think I have any up there, no more than two if I have any, but I don’t 

feel them.  But some people will tell you I’ve got two.” 
   
  He said, “No, no, I mean how many point Calvinist are you?”  
  
I said, “I am a no-point Calvinist.”   
   
“Well, then you’re an Armenian.”  

  
I said, “I’m a no-point Armenian too.”  People argue and fuss about that.   
 
“Knowing, brethren beloved:”  these Thessalonian people knew about election.  Is it not fascinating that 
a young group of believers here at Thessalonica had doctrinal edification working in their midst!  Look at 
verse three. 
 

I Thessalonians 1:3  Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of 
love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ… 
 

Look at that!  They had the work of faith, (Romans to Galatians), the labor of love, (Ephesians to 
Colossians), and the patience of hope, (Thessalonians), working in their midst.  They had the doctrinal 
edifice going in them. That is how they knew what they were doing.  They were not worried about 
theology and theological programs. They were not discussing all that. They had doctrinal edification. 
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And I’ll tell you something.  If the church the Body of Christ for the last 2,000 years had followed that 
doctrine, that edification procedure, the design of Paul in Romans 16 for the edification of the believer; if 
that is what we had been following for 2,000 years, you could not see us for the dust out there.  That is 
how far ahead we would be in spiritual truth, understanding, wisdom, and  impact.  But people jettisoned 
that.  You can not go out today and find people who understand that Paul is their apostle.  
 
While driving here tonight, I turned on the radio, and was listening to a Christian radio station—a fine 
Christian radio station that covers this whole metropolitan area—and these guys were talking for one 
solid hour about the Sermon on the Mount.  Every time they would read a verse, the guy would say:  
“That’s a little exaggeration.  He didn’t really mean that.”   
 
I kept thinking, “Man, why doesn’t somebody ask him:  ‘If He didn’t mean what He said, why didn’t He 
say what He meant?’”  But nobody did.   
 
If someone takes your cloak from you, (Their Bible said tunic.  That has to be an NIV.), you are supposed 
to give him your overcoat also.  And I thought, “That would sink some of these Christian politicians 
today,” with all these guys suing everybody, and suing the different organizations, and all that nonsense.  
The doctrine for us in my Bible says do not do that.  A guy called up the radio station and asked about 
that.  Their response was:  Well, He really didn’t mean that.   
 
I thought, “Man, wouldn’t it be a lot better to tell them what that is?”  You cannot even get people to 
understand that Romans to Philemon is their doctrine today.  So to try to get them to follow this doctrinal 
design is difficult indeed.  It is hard enough to get Grace believers to see that it is there for us.  So that is 
why the Thessalonians had the understanding they did. 
 
1 Thessalonians is probably Paul’s first epistle (if not his first, then it is his second).  But his very first 
epistles bear the highest claim to inspiration of any of them.  He makes the highest claim to inspiration 
right at the beginning.  By that, I mean that he does not start out and then get on down the road and 
say, “Well, it looks like I did have it!”  He starts out right at the beginning knowing what he is doing. 

 

Greeting 

1st Thessalonians: 1 (54ad) 

52:1:1 1st Thessalonians1:1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the 
church of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord 
Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

By the way, this book has the most unique first verse.  This church has what God the Father and God the 
Son had to tell it.  They were mature believers in tune with God the Father, and in tune with God the 
Son. Even though they are, the Satanic policy of evil still works on them, coming against them so that 
when you go into II Thessalonians 1:3-4, notice what is missing. 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=45.16.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=53.1.3-53.1.4|_AUTODETECT_|


Turn to 1 Thessalonians 1:1 – “PAUL, and Silvanus, (that is the Latin way of saying Silas) and Timotheus, 
(that is the Latin way of saying Timothy) unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God.”  Okay, 
who writes the book?  The greeting comes from Paul, Silas, and Timothy.  Now, look at verse 6  

 

 The Thessalonians' Faith and Example  

1st Thessalonians1:2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making 
mention of you in our prayers;  

1st Thessalonians1:3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, 
and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the 
sight of God and our Father;  

Look at that!  They had the work of faith, (Romans to Galatians), the labor of love, (Ephesians to 
Colossians), and the patience of hope, (Thessalonians), working in their midst.  They had the doctrinal 
edifice going in them. That is how they knew what they were doing.  They were not worried about 
theology and theological programs. They were not discussing all that. They had doctrinal edification. 
 
What an established church this is!  These people know some things!  They are a fully-functioning, 
stabilized group of believers.  

 

1st Thessalonians1:4 Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.  

1st Thessalonians1:5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, 
but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye 
know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.  

Here Paul uses that distinctive term about “my gospel.”  The term “gospel of God” is an overall term that 
covers anything preached about the death of Christ and His resurrection.  Peter or Paul could use the 
term.  Peter uses the term “the gospel of God” in I Peter 4 to describe his message.  Paul uses it to 
describe his, and he uses it interchangeable with the “gospel of Christ.” 

 

1st Thessalonians1:6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, 
having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:  

“And ye became followers of us (who is us?  It is Paul, Silas, and Timothy).  1 Thessalonians 2:4  
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1st Thessalonians1:7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in 
Macedonia and Achaia.  

1st Thessalonians1:8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord 
not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to 
God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing.  

1st Thessalonians1:9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of 
entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God;  

The Thessalonians turned to God from their idols to serve the true and living God.  How did that about-
face come about?  How is it that the Thessalonians were turned to God from idols to serve the true and 

living God and not the dead idols and to wait for His Son from heaven?  What affected that great change 
in the Thessalonians?  Look at Chapter 2, Verse 13.  1 Thessalonians 2:13 

 

1st Thessalonians1:10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 
raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to 
come.  

In Thessalonians Paul is talking about our hope today.  We are in the body of Christ in the But Now 
section in the dispensation of grace.  We have been delivered from the wrath to come.  That is a 
statement about the pre-tribulation rapture.  The wrath is in the Ages to Come, and we have been 
delivered in the But Now dispensation.    
 
In the prophetic program of Time Past, that man is looking to that wrath to come out there:  to be 
fleeing from that wrath to come, and go into the kingdom.  He is looking to be delivered through it into 
the kingdom.  You and I are going to be delivered from it.  We are going to escape it, and not have it fall 
on us.  There is a contrast between their ministry and our ministry.  We are not looking to that stuff in 
the tribulation.  We are going to get out, and go into the heavenlies.  The man in Time Past is expecting 
to go through it. 
 
That verse says that we are to be waiting for His Son from heaven.  Do you know what the hope of a 
believer is?  What are you waiting for?  I am not waiting to die.  That verse does not say I am waiting on 
death.  It does not say I am waiting for the Holy Spirit to come.  It says to wait for God’s Son from 
heaven.  So we are waiting for the rapture.  We are not waiting for the antichrist.  That is a great verse 
to show that you will not be around when the antichrist shows up.  If we are not going to be raptured 
until after the antichrist showed up, we would have to say we were waiting on the antichrist, because we 
would be waiting for the fulfillment of prophecy.  But this verse does not say that.  We are waiting for the 
next thing in God’s order, and that is His Son from heaven to come.  If you notice that detail, does it not 
serve as a lesson learned? 
 
When Jesus Christ died at Calvary, he delivered us (note that is past tense) from the wrath to come.  On 
the virtue of the fact that Jesus Christ suffered the wrath of God on the Cross of Calvary, I will never 
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experience or suffer that wrath in the future.  Therefore, God is going to have to get me off this earth 
before (or some members of the body of Christ somewhere)- before that time of the wrath of God to 
come.  That means the rapture of the body of Christ has to take place before that time of wrath.  (1 
Thessalonians 5:9) 
 
This wrath right here - going to another verse - is not the wrath of hell; he’s talking to believers.  They 
are saved, eternally saved, and this wrath is the tribulation, the suffering that people are afraid we are all 
going to suffer, but the tribulation here on earth that you can’t compare with suffering that is going on 
then, this dispensation included.  Now, we’ll go to 1 Thessalonians 5:9-11 
 

 

 

1st Thessalonians: 2 

Paul's Ministry to the Thessalonians 

1st Thessalonians2:1 For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in 
unto you, that it was not in vain:  

1 Thessalonians 2:1   “For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain:”  
[Paul, when he went in to Thessalonica in Acts 17, the opportunity to go into that synagogue and to 
preach there was like a door opening.  He went in, and he says it “was not in vain.”  In other words, he 
went in to do something positive.  He went in there to make an impact with the gospel, and he did.  He 
didn’t go in there without any purpose; he went in there with a message to proclaim and to convince the 
people of, and he got results - he accomplished his goal.  Now, how was all that accomplished?] 

 

52:2:2 നിങ്ങൾ അറിയുംപോലെ ഞങ്ങൾ ഫിലിപ്പിയിൾവെച്ചു കഷ്ടവും അപമാനവും 

അനുഭവിച്ചിട്ടും വലിയ പോരാട്ടത്തോടെ ദൈവത്തിന്റെ സുവിശേഷം 

നിങ്ങളോടു പ്രസംഗിപ്പാൾ ഞങ്ങളുടെ ദൈവത്തിൾ ധൈര്യപ്പെട്ടിരുന്നു. 

Folks, those guys went in there and preached the gospel to those people - taking the Book; giving them 

the message. 
 
Come to Colossians 1.  I’m trying to show you that preaching has a prominent place in the Bible, and 
especially in Paul’s epistles.  Folks, the issue today, in the dispensation of grace, is the battleground of 
the mind.  We’re going to talk about this a lot: the battleground is thought.  The issue is doctrine.  
Demon-possession, the satanic warfare - all that kind of thing you hear so much about, that people talk 
and speculate about and you hear rumors about - is all based in doctrine.  As you preach, you’ll be 

warring against that stuff, and you’d better know how to do it.  You’d better understand how to proclaim 
that message.  Colossians 1:23 
 
In other words, he gave a confident delivery: he made bold to preach the word to them in spite of what 
it was going to cost him.  Do you remember what happened to him at Philippi?  What happened to Paul 
in Acts 16 at Philippi?  They beat him and threw him in jail.  Don’t you remember that?   
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An old preacher once said that “the only stocks and bonds Paul ever had was in jail.”  They put him in 
stocks and bonds, and that’s not what you have on Wall Street – that’s in the clink, the pokey.  They put 
him in chains.  They beat him, and they shut him up in prison.  They “shamefully entreated” him.  Finally, 
he got out of town and down to Thessalonica. 
 
I don’t know how you’d react if you’d just gotten thrown in jail for preaching over in Gary, Indiana, and 
came to Chicago.  I don’t know how you’d feel about preaching when your back was still sore, and you’re 
bruised and limping and maybe you need to see the dentist.  Paul says, Hey, man, you know what 
happened in Philippi.  We were right in it preaching that Book.  You people know about those things. 

 

1st Thessalonians2:3 For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of 
uncleanness, nor in guile:  

1st Thessalonians2:4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust 
with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which 
trieth our hearts.  

People make the measure, “Are you pleasing men?”  But Paul said, “We’ve been put in trust with the 
gospel.”  You go to the corner and there is the River Grove Bank and Trust.  Across the street there is 
another Bank and Trust.  Those are financial institutions where people bring things in and put it in trust.  

They hold things in trust fashion things that are deposited with them.  It is the same kind of thing here.  
God has deposited the message with Paul, and he says it is like being put in trust with the thing:  “I’m 
responsible, and it is a trust.”  So he says he’s a debtor to the Greeks.  Why?  Because that’s where He 
sent me.  Christ sent him out with a new message for all men and he felt himself obligated to proclaim it.  
I hope you see the practical application for you and me in that. 
 
Listen, the ministry is a trust.  Romans 1:14-16 

 
If you have not memorized this verse, you need to do it now: “But as we were allowed of God.”  In other 
words, he is saying, “as God gives us the privilege of being ambassadors for him.”  He has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation.  He’s allowed us the privilege of having this ministry of reconciliation because 
we are members of the body of Christ.  You got it because God gave it to you.  You did not seek it.  You 
did not go petition for it. He gave it to you when he put you in Christ.  By virtue of being in the body of 
Christ, he has given you (and allowed you) the privilege to represent him – “to be put in trust with the 

gospel, even so we speak.”  And when he says “even so we speak”, he means we are carrying out the 
ministry the way we should carry it out. 
 
Now notice what he did.  We were “put in trust with the gospel”.  Now that word “trust” is a financial 
term.  You occasionally see banks referred to as “Savings n Loans”.  They are “Bank and Trusts”.  Do you 
know what a “trust” is?  That is a place where you deposit something, and they keep it, and protect it, 
and look after it for you.  They guard it.  They protect the thing that you deposit with them.   

 
And you have been put in trust.  God has taken his word (the word of reconciliation) and he has 
committed it to your trust.  It is a financial term, hence in 2 Corinthians 4:7 Paul says: “we have this 
treasure in earthen vessels.”  Do you know where you put a treasure for safekeeping?  Well, God took 
that treasure and he gave it to you.  When you look at the ministry that God has given you (like Paul 
looked at it) it won’t be burden to you.  It will be something that is the most valuable thing you possess.  
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Do you know what a treasure is?  That is something that makes you rich, isn’t it?  Wouldn’t you like to 
have a treasure, some untold wealth?  Well, you know what he says?  He says, “forget about that”.  It 
will rust and go away.  Somebody else will get it.  But that message, and that ministry you have, is a 
treasure.  And it has been committed to your trust.  You are to treat it and handle it, and guard it, and 
protect it, just like the bank does when you deposit something with them.  Now look at 1 Timothy 6:20-
21 
 
Notice what he says: “to be put in trust with the gospel.”  1 Timothy 6:20 says that you had the faith 
committed to you.  2 Timothy 1:13 says that you had a form of sound words committed to you.  Notice 
carefully, none of those verses say that God committed the world to your trust.   
 
Go back to 2 Corinthians 5 and you will see that God never committed the souls of men into your trust.  
Please understand that.  God did not commit the souls of men into your trust.  You are just a messenger 
boy, brother.  You are responsible to speak the message that God has given you.  You are responsible to 
be true to the message that is committed to your trust.  There is a message, a system of doctrine and 
information that God has put in your trust.  Listen, the souls of men are in his hands.  The souls of men 
are God’s responsibility, and it is his responsibility to save men. 
 
People say, “Oh, I got a burden for souls.”  And I am aware of what you mean when you talk about 
being soul conscious.  You are being conscious of the needs of people.  But, do you see how much 
evangelism, and how much of the Lord’s work, gets turned around, and is focused on the wrong thing?   
 
God didn’t call you to get results with the message.  He called you to faithfully preach the message.  And 
if you will preach it faithfully, (deliver the message) he will save people through the message.  If a man is 
going to get saved, he has to hear the gospel – hear the word and hear the message of reconciliation.  
He has to hear that God made Christ “to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him”  (2 Corinthians 5:21).  He does not need to hear anything else.  He does 
not need to hear: Go to church, quit your meanness, turn over a new leaf, pay your bills, etc.  He does 
not need to hear: Quit drinking, quit smoking, quit beating your wife (or letting her beat you).   
 
But he does need to hear a message of grace.  And you are just a messenger boy responsible to deliver 
the message of grace, by which God himself will save them that believe.  Please understand that.  And 
according to the verse, you are to do it as it pleases God. 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:4 says: “But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we 
speak; [We execute our function, and our job, and our commission, and our ministry, properly.  How?] 
not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts.”  You see the divine viewpoint of the ministry is 
absolutely necessary to sustain you and me against the opposition of the adversary.  And in order to 
enable us to walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, we have to know what pleases the Lord.  Now, 
you are going to carry on your ministry, not as it pleases men, but as it pleases God.   
 
And gentlemen, I guarantee you the pressure is going to be on you in your ministry (day in and day out) 
to please men.  I do not mean that it will be just an overt kind of thing.  It is never overt.  But the 
pressure is going to be on you, to use human viewpoint as the basis of evaluating, and as the basis of 
judging, and as the basis of responding, to your ministry.  And I want you to understand that you must 
have the divine viewpoint of the ministry fastened in your soul, with unflinching certainty.  And you must 
have this in order for you to carry on that ministry, and do it the way God wants you to do it.  You have 
to understand God’s view of your ambassadorship, if you are going to please him. 
 
Now you and I are responsible to speak the message, and to be true to the message, that is committed 
to our trust.  If you want to be a good ambassador, the first requirement is for you to be faithful to the 
message that your king has given you to speak in his behalf.  Now, you need to remember that.  Our first 
commitment, gentlemen, has to be to the message that our king has committed into our trust.  If you 
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want to be committed (to represent him the way he wants to be represented) then you have to be 
faithful to the message that he gives you to proclaim.   
 
The word of reconciliation is the gospel of grace.  The word, through which men are reconciled, is the 
gospel of the grace of God.  And it has been committed to our trust.  And, like I said, that is more than 
just giving it to you (giving you the privilege).  When it is committed to you, (to your trust) you are 
responsible for the thing.  If you take a treasure down to the bank (you put it in trust at the bank) and 
they mishandle it, those people can go to jail for mishandling it.  Did you know that?  If something is 
placed into your trust and committed to you at the bank, or in any other fiduciary relationship, you can 
be held personally accountable.  And if you mishandle it, or you depreciate it, or you do not protect it, or 
you do not care for it properly, you can go to jail.  And you can pay the penalty.  So when something is 
put into your trust, it is a serious matter.  You are to protect it, to care for it, to see that it is maintained. 
 
Well, that should tell you something.  If he committed it to your trust, to protect it, what does that 
mean?  Doesn’t that mean there are some enemies to protect the gospel from?  Yes it does, and I want 
to discuss that.  I want to try to show you how to be alert to the attacks of the satanic policy of evil 
against grace.  How many times have I told you, that Satan’s ministry today does not reflect the kingdom 
program?  Satan is smarter than most preachers.  And he knows God is not executing the kingdom 
program.  He knows what God is doing.   
 
I was reading a book today and the man said, “It is interesting that in the dispensation of the Holy Spirit, 
(meaning the present dispensation) the Holy Spirit is down here dwelling in the hearts of believers, and it 
seems that satanic activity is restrained in a certain way.”  Well that is a bunch of nonsense.  That has 
nothing to do with why the satanic activity functions the way it does today, and not the way it did back 
then.  The reason it functions the way it does today is because Satan has sense enough to know what it 
is God is doing, and he is attacking God’s program.  And he is attacking it at exactly the point that God’s 
program is attacking him.  He knows what is going on.   
 
And the issue today, in the dispensation of grace, is the proclamation of the gospel of grace.  That is the 
issue in your ministry.  It is the proclamation of the word of reconciliation.  Then what is Satan going to 
be after?  We are going out proclaiming the doctrine of grace, and he is going to come along with some 
doctrine that denies grace.  Isn’t he?   
 
Now, turn to Galatians 1.  Here is a passage that I hope you will become real familiar with, because this 
passage of scripture has a lasting effect on what you are going to be doing in the ministry.  And, I want 
you to understand that I am going to try to talk to you about your ministry.  But, when I am talking 
about you, I am also talking about the people that you are going to be ministering to, and your 
responsibility to them.  Galatians 1:6-9.   
 
Chapter 2:4 – “But as we were allowed of God.”  In verse 1 he says, “For yourselves, brethren, know our 
entrance in unto you (Paul, Silas, Timothy).  Verse 4 – “But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust 
with the gospel, even so we speak.”  He is talking about the group of them.  Now, verse 6 

 

1st Thessalonians2:5 For neither at any time used we flattering words, 
as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness:  

Paul said, “Hey when I preached to you, I didn’t use flattering words, and I didn’t try to use words that 
covered up the fact that my heart was just trying to get something out of you.  All I want to do is give 
you the truth, and make it manifest that way.” 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=48.1.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=48.1.6-48.1.9|_AUTODETECT_|


Well, he talks about that on down through the passage.  He says that wealth does not bring 
contentment.  1 Timothy 6:6 says, “But godliness with contentment is great gain.”  That is were real 
contentment is.  Contentment is inner peace, and inner sufficiency, in spite of circumstances.  Philippians 
4:11 

 

1st Thessalonians2:6 Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor 
yet of others, when we might have been burdensome, as the apostles 
of Christ.  

Now, verse 6 – “Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have 
been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ.”   
 
Then Paul considered Silas and Timothy apostles.  Just as Barnabas was considered an apostle, so Silas 
and Timothy are considered apostles. They are apostles in the secondary sense, not in the “officially 

established by Jesus” sense when Christ officially ordained them; and yet they are sent out, and they are 
apostles in a secondary-type sense.  The same is true of Apollos.  1 Corinthians 4:6 

 

1st Thessalonians2:7 But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse 
cherisheth her children:  

1st Thessalonians2:8 So being affectionately desirous of you, we were 
willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also 
our own souls, because ye were dear unto us.  

Oh, I wish I could take that passage and sink it down into your heart!  He said, in Verse 8, “ . . . being 
affectionately desirous of you . . .” Paul loved those people.  He never saw them before, but he desired 
those people for the Lord.  They got saved, and he loved those people for Christ’s sake.  
 
 “ . . . Being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of 
God only, . . .” He says I wasn’t willing just to share the gospel with you - to stand up there and preach 
you a message - but I was willing to impart my soul.  Do you get that?  You see, there’s a real ministry, 
folks. 
 
Listen, gentlemen, it’s one thing to just stand up in front of somebody and talk, then close the Book and 
walk away.  That’s not ministering; that’s not real preaching.  A gospel tract can do that.  Why in the 
world do you suppose God called preachers if a gospel tract can do it?  No, there’s more involved in 
gospel preaching than that.  Paul said, I love you people, and I’m willing to do more than preach to you.  
(He did that, and it cost him.)  I’m willing to give you myself with the message.  You see, real preaching - 
a real ministry - gives a part of the preacher with it, and it costs you to do that.  Galatians 4:19 
 
Gentlemen, if you will work it in, you can rest assured that God the Holy Spirit will help you to get it out 
through your personality, taking the truth of God’s word and communicating it to the hearts and souls of 
other people.  That’s what Paul is talking about.  And it’s work, but hey!  It’s the work of the ministry, 
and if that’s what God gave you to do, then He’ll give you the grace - the special favor - to see that it’s 
done. 
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1st Thessalonians2:9 For ye remember, brethren, our labour and 
travail: for labouring night and day, because we would not be 
chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God.  

Notice Paul says, “When I went down there at Thessalonica, I preached to you the gospel of God”.  What 
did Paul preach to them?  He preached the gospel of God.  1 Peter 1:12 

 

1st Thessalonians2:10 Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and 
justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe:  

1st Thessalonians2:11 As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and 
charged every one of you, as a father doth his children,  

1st Thessalonians2:12 That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath 
called you unto his kingdom and glory.  

1 Thessalonians 2:10-12 – “Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and unblameably we 
behaved ourselves among you that believe: as ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged 
every one of you, as a father doth his children, that ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you 
unto his kingdom and glory.”   
 
In other words, walking worthy of the Lord and walking worthy of God, is just to be worthy of him, live 
up to it, be consistent with what he has made you, live consistent with him.  2 Thessalonians 1:4-5 

 

1st Thessalonians2:13 For this cause also thank we God without 
ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of 
us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word 
of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.  

Listen, gentlemen, preaching, in Paul’s estimation - preaching, in Paul’s mind – didn’t consist of 
discussing religion.  It didn’t consist of discussing marriage problems.  Is it okay for me to say that?  I’ve 
said it before - and I’ve gotten a little reaction from it (but it’s nothing I originated) - that marriage 
problems are not solved by marriage preaching.  Did you know that?  Preaching about marriage problems 
isn’t going to solve marriage problems.  Do you know what’s going to solve marriage problems?  Christ is.  
So what you want to preach to people with marriage problems is Christ.  That’s where the answer is. 
 
In Paul’s mind, preaching didn’t consist of discussions on religion or psychology lessons on “How To Get 
Through the Day.”  There’s a book called How to Be Happy Though Married.  I love that title.  There’s a 
logical and legitimate area of discussion about the Biblical input and scriptural instruction about marriage.  
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Don’t think I’m against that.  My point is that in Paul’s thinking, in preaching (please write this down) God 
Himself spoke and worked through the personality and the message of the preacher to confront men and 
women and to bring them to Himself.  To Paul, preaching was when you heard the word of God which 
you received, and when you received the word of God you heard of us you didn’t take it like the word of 
men, but as it is in truth, the word of God that works effectually in you also that believe.   
 
To Paul, preaching was God Himself speaking through the personality and the message of the preacher.  
The content comes out of the Book and into the preacher’s soul and through his personality is 
proclaimed, and it confronts men and women.  It works in them and brings them to Himself.  To Paul, 
that was preaching.  Anything short of that isn’t real preaching.   
 
Now, that’s high ground, and I want you to know that.  When you get to the place where you can 
understand that what you’re doing in your preaching ministry; that real preaching has to do with taking 
God’s word and communicating it in a clear, plain and effective manner through the vehicle of your 
personality and your proclamation so that it’s no longer you talking, it’s God talking.  It’s God’s word that 
saturates your soul which is being communicated to people and God the Holy Spirit who resides in you 
bringing out of your mouth the words of God and going into the spirit of another person.  
 
There’s a spiritual link and communication and a ministry of the Spirit of God through those words as 
they go into the other person, and in that person they create an effect. They confront that individual with 
the truth of God, and they bring that person to faith in God.  That’s high ground, and that means you’d 
better be a well-prepared fellow. 
 
You see, gentlemen, it isn’t just standing up to speak; it’s every part and every area of your life that’s 
affected.  It isn’t just standing up on Sunday morning teaching a Sunday School class or preaching a 
sermon; it’s being that vehicle every moment of your life that prepares and enables you to do that which 
God calls you to do.  That’s high ground. 
 
Paul said, As ambassadors of Christ, we stand in Christ’s stead. 
 
God said to Moses, You’ll be to them instead of God.  You’ll stand in My position. 
 
Paul said, We’re His ambassadors.  We beseech you in His stead - in His place.  That’s high ground - a 
great responsibility. 
 
Simon Peter Richardson said one time, “The pulpit is not a prison but a throne.”  That statement 
revolutionized the life of Bob Jones, Sr., and changed his ministry completely and made him one of the 
most effective gospel preachers America ever produced.  The pulpit is not a prison; it’s a throne.   
 
I remember once when I was in a meeting of preachers, and one man there was a chaplain, a colonel, in 
the Air Force.  The man who was moderating the meeting was talking to him, and one of the other men 
thought the moderator was calling him “Captain.”  He put his hand up and said, “He’s not a captain; he’s 
a colonel.”  
 
 The moderator smiled and said, “I said ‘chaplain’ - a far higher calling and rank.”    And so it is. 
 
 A man said one time, “If you’re an ambassador for Christ, never stoop to be a king.”  Now, gentlemen, 
it’s a real opportunity and privilege God gives you to preach.  1 Peter 1:23 
 
It works in them.  The word works.  That is what God wants it to do - work in people, and good 
preaching is delivering the goods, the word rightly-divided, to people - through the preacher -  
in such a way that it does work.  
 

tw://bible.*/?id=60.1.23|_AUTODETECT_|


Now, there are two basic things about that: 
 
1.  Delivering the goods - giving the audience the information. 
2.  The desire to move the hearer in such a way as to change him personally. 
 
Now, maybe the change is imperceptible.  Maybe it is not a big change.  Maybe it is just moving him a 
little closer toward change in the outward sense.  You know yourself that sometimes you have to hear 
things several times before they move you; but the point is, Hey! I have something here that’s going to 
work!  I want to see it working in you! 
 
You want to move people’s wills.  You want to cause a man to say, “I see it!  I believe it!  I’ll do it!” or “I 
will stop doing it.”  You don’t want to just give him a lot of information. 
 
Listen, fellows, people will take the truth of God’s word and hold it at arm’s length if they can.  They will 
hold it up and look at it and be fascinated by it and then just forget about it.  You don’t want it at arm’s 
length.  You don’t want anybody who sits under your ministry consistently to be able to keep the truth at 
arm’s length.  You want to keep driving it into their hearts because that is where it is going to work.  
That is the issue. 
 
The Word that effectually works in you that believe—that doctrine that you have assimilated through the 
first eleven chapters of Romans—all this wonderful stuff, and this person that you are, this new species 
of humanity that God has made you a part of:  Now lets go out here and put this in shoe leather.  Here 
are the principles that you have learned.  Now watch them.  Learn to think through things like that.   
 
You see the word of God works.  It is energetic – it is moving – it is active.  The word of God is energy.  
The word of God is the thing that energizes the believer because it is energy.  It is power, and it is the 
thing that God the Holy Spirit uses to energize and motivate and empower the believer.  It is the 
offensive weapon of the Spirit.  It is called the “sword of the Spirit”  Ephesians 6:17 
 
The word energizes the believer by sound doctrine.  Sound doctrine is energy for the believer (1 
Thessalonians 2:13, Philemon 1:6).  Referring to (3), that is the word working in you.  The reason (1) 
and (2) work to change you is because the word is the energy.  Again it is not something just falling 
down over here, and shaking you at night, and making the hair stand up on the back of your neck, and 
all of the sudden it is all done for you.  It is indirectly through the doctrine. 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:13 – “the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.”  So, it is 
the word of God that provides the energy whereby the Spirit of God takes that word and energizes it, and 
it is the thing that motivates you.  Ephesians 3:16 

 

1st Thessalonians2:14 For ye, brethren, became followers of the 
churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have 
suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the 
Jews:  

14  For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: [The 
Thessalonians in the age of grace were being persecuted, just like the believers in the prophetic program 
were.  The people in the age of grace are saved people.  The people in the prophetic program are saved 
people.  The people in the age of grace have been persecuted, just like the people in the prophetic 
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program.]  for ye also have suffered [That's the issue.] like things of your own countrymen, even as they 
have of the Jews: 
 
He is not talking about becoming followers of them doctrinally.  They don't follow them in the doctrine.  
What they follow them in is in suffering.  Just like the Jews persecuted the church at Jerusalem, they are 
persecuting these Thessalonians.   
 
What do they become followers of them in?  Followers in what way.  Suffering.  You “became followers of 
the churches of God, which are in Judaea are in Christ Jesus:  for ye also have suffered like things of 
your own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews:” 
 
“For ye also have suffered like things.”  They didn't become followers of their doctrine.  He is saying:  you 
guys suffer like the churches in Judea suffered.  The Jews down there in Judea persecuted them, didn't 
they?  You can't read the first seven chapters of the book of Acts, and think that they didn't.  And he 
said:  Hey, you guys in Acts 17 at Thessalonica suffered from the hands of the Jews in Thessalonica just 
like those people over there.  He is saying those Jews out there are guilty.  They persecuted the church 
of God in Judea, they persecuted the church of God at Thessalonica, and you guys are one, in the fact 
that the Jewish opposition has been raised to both of you. 
 
Well, you say, but it is still the church of God.  That is right.  People, God has had His church in every 
age.  Just because something is said to be the church doesn't mean that it is the body of Christ.  Come 
with me to Acts 7:38 talking about Moses in the wilderness.  Acts 7:38 

 

1st Thessalonians2:15 Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own 
prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please not God, and are 
contrary to all men:  

The Jews killed the Lord Jesus Christ at the cross.  They had killed their own prophets.  They killed 

Stephen, and then they killed James, (they consented to and approved of his death), “and have 
persecuted us; and they please not God, and are contrary to all men.”  How did they persecute Paul? 

 

1st Thessalonians2:16 Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they 
might be saved, to fill up their sins alway: for the wrath is come upon 
them to the uttermost.  

It does not say that the wrath is going to come.  They have already fallen.  God has already cut them off, 
counted them in unbelief, and withdrawn their special privileged status.  They are even forbidding Paul to 
speak to the Gentiles.  Paul’s ministry among the Gentiles is the only thing holding back the wrath of God 
from them, (in the tribulation); and they are so blinded that they are even opposing that during the early 
stage of that ministry that begins with Acts 13 and extends to Acts 28.  Paul has a special provoking 
ministry to Israel that is designed to fill up their sin alway.  That just demonstrates the righteousness of 
God in setting them aside not only because of their rejection of God’s purpose in Christ according to 
Prophecy, but also their rejection of the Mystery purpose that God had in Christ. 
 
See Acts 13:44-46, Acts 18:6-7, and finally in Acts 28:28 to see what Paul says to Israel. 
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It is Israel's sins that are being talked about.  Israel's great sin has been resisting God's word as it was 
preached to them.  They resist God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost.  They resist God's 
message.  They rebel against God's word to them and they reject the messiah. 
 
This issue is pressed all down through the ministry of Jesus Christ.  Stephen, in Acts 7:51, presses the 
issue with "as your fathers did, so do ye".  They all have one common sin and that is their rejection of 
the word of God to them.  That is a sin that the nation of Israel is guilty of all down through its’ history, 
especially culminating in the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ and then his ministry through the spirit of 
God and his apostles during the early Acts period.  That transgression is going to come to an end and be 
finished at the end of those seventy weeks.  It is going to finish Israel's sin.  Go to Matthew 23:31-32. 
 
There is something clear there, folks:  The fall of Israel has taken place.  The wrath has come upon that 
bunch in Jerusalem to the uttermost.  Do you see that?  The fall has taken place, and Israel is fallen.  
Jerusalem is a dead issue as far as its program goes.  Now come with me to Acts 22, and I want you to 
see that the apostle Paul, when he began his ministry in Acts 9, understood, by communication from the 
Lord, that the fall of Israel had taken place. There is no room in Paul's understanding for thinking, (even 
in Acts 9), that he is going to go out and save Israel according to the prophetic program.   
 
Now Paul, in Acts 9, does not understand all that he later on understands and writes down in the books 
that we are studying.  He writes them between Acts 17 and 20.  He has learned a whole lot by then.  But 
in Acts 9, Paul comes to an understanding, shortly after his salvation, that he has a new ministry, and 
that the fall of Israel is a reality.  Paul worked in his ministry from the very beginning knowing that the 
prophetic program had been interrupted, and that he had something different.  In Acts 22, he gives his 
conversion experience.  Read verses 3-12.  Acts 22:16-25 
 
Have you got that?  As far as the Jerusalem bunch in Judea is concerned, they are cut off.  The fall of 
Israel has taken place and is final.  And it doesn't do any good to offer the kingdom in Asia, or Greece, or 
Rome, because if every Jew in Asia, Greece and Rome had received it, it wouldn't have done any good.  
All this business that people tell you about—well it is this and that and the next thing—is just a bunch of 
people that have an ax to grind, and something they want to prove.  So you stay away from the Acts 2 
position, and you stay away from Acts 28 position.  In Acts 2, nothing has changed; they stumble, but 
they haven't fallen.  In Acts 28, it is the conclusion of the diminishing of Israel, not the beginning of 
anything. 
 
What you have there in Acts 28, is an illustration of the nation Israel being cast off into the fire of God’s 
judgment.  That is exactly what happens in Acts 28.  Acts 28:28-29 
 
That’s what is going on in the Book of Acts.  The sin of that nation is being demonstrated; their rebellion, 
their unbelief, their refusal to see is being laid out for everyone to behold so that they are without excuse 
when God lops them off.   
 
… for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost.  
 
“The wrath is come” is present tense.  Right then, in Acts 18 when Paul wrote the book “the wrath is 
come upon them to the uttermost.”  You see, the nation Israel is fallen and on the way out.  They are no 
longer the issue and there is a transitional period.  God doesn’t just instantly cut them off.  They fall, and 
the manifestation of the fall of these people through whom God had worked and had been His channel of 
blessings for two millennia was now taking place.  He set them aside gradually as He replaced their 
program with a new program that He never told anybody about.   
 
There is a transition taking place through the last half of the Book of Acts, beginning with the ministry of 
the apostle Paul.  That transition period is complete and the normal position of the body of Christ in the 
dispensation of grace is reached at the end of the Book of Acts.  That is why Acts 28 is important.  The 
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fall of Israel began back in Acts 7 and goes all the way over to the end at Acts 28.  The transition is over 
and all the transition-type experiences are over with, too.  So that’s why Acts 28 is a significant passage, 
which quotes again from Isaiah 6.  The significance now is that the judgment of God has been totally and 
completely inflicted on a people who deliberately closed their eyes. 
 
Please notice the two groups in Israel.  The difference between the two groups is just one thing:  it was 
the difference in their attitude toward the word of God.  Is there a lesson in that for you?  There had 
better be.  The difference in those two groups in Israel is their being able to see or not see, regardless of 
whether it was before the cross or in Acts; it was their attitude toward the word of God.  John 12:44-50. 
 
16  Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, [Now look at verse 14.  The 
churches of God, which are in Judea, are in Christ Jesus.  Were the churches that the apostles founded in 
Judea, in Christ?  Was the Jerusalem church in Christ?  Jerusalem?  Judea?  Samaria?  Were they in 
Christ before Paul?  They sure were.  So if I want to say to you the body of Christ began before Paul, I 
have two verses.  What I am going to do is get one on one side, and one on the other of your neck, and 
pin you to the wall; and then I am going to take Galatians 1:13, and push.  Galatians 1:13 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:16  Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up their sins 
alway: for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost.  
 
They even take Paul and fill up their sins to the uttermost by refusing to allow him to preach to the 
Gentiles when they had opportunities to stop him.  
 
Here in Acts 3 we are just at the beginning of Acts, and we are at the place where the opportunity has 
started again.  Christ started out in Matthew 4 in Galilee calling out this little flock.  He dies, is 
resurrected, and says to go tell His disciples He would meet them in Galilee.  “Fellows, we are going to 
start all over with this thing now.”   
 
If you’ll put that in your mind and go back where we were studying in Matthew 28 about that meeting in 
Galilee, it will mean a little more to you.  That is the thing that leads you up to here.  Acts 3:4-6 
 

 

Paul's Longing to See Them Again 

1st Thessalonians2:17 But we, brethren, being taken from you for a 
short time in presence, not in heart, endeavoured the more abundantly 
to see your face with great desire.  

Do you remember what happened in Acts 17:5?  Paul was at Thessalonica and a great uproar takes 
place, because the Jews hired lewd fellows of the baser sort (the bible says) to go in and cause a big 
uproar.  And they got Paul run out of town.  And they went to the authorities, and they got a peace bond 
against Paul (what we would call a peace bond) to legally keep him from returning to Thessalonica.   

 
Paul said, “They ran me out of town (in essence) and I left, and I have been wanting to come back down 
there.”  He is just there a few weeks and he got the church established and going, and now he is gone.  
And they are under tremendous persecution, and he is worried about them.  He wants to go back and be 
able to help them and encourage them in the faith, but he cannot get back.  Why?  Satan hindered him.  
How did he hinder him?  He has a legal manipulation – he has these unbelievers opposing the gospel by 
establishing a legal blockade to keep them from coming back.  In other words, Satan is working through 

the unbelievers to oppose Paul’s return.   
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1st Thessalonians2:18 Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I 
Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us.  

Paul desired fervently, earnestly to go back to the Thessalonican church and to minister to them.  He was 
taken away from them in Acts 17.  He was run out of town.  A peace bond was taken of the believers 
there that Paul would not come back in to town.  That was a legal hindrance, and Paul prayed that God 
would remove it. 

 

1st Thessalonians2:19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of 
rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his 
coming?  

1st Thessalonians2:20 For ye are our glory and joy.  

 

 

1st Thessalonians: 3 

1st Thessalonians3:1 Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, we 
thought it good to be left at Athens alone;  

1st Thessalonians3:2 And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of 
God, and our fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, 
and to comfort you concerning your faith:  

He knows the difference when he writes Thessalonians.  He’s using the same term.  There is no good 
news from God (the gospel of God) apart from the redemptive work of Christ; therefore Paul uses the 
two terms interchangeably.  Go back to I Thes 1:5. 

 

1st Thessalonians3:3 That no man should be moved by these afflictions: 
for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto.  

He said:  “I don't want the afflictions that you are suffering—the problems and the pressures that come 
on you—I don't want them to throw you, and flip you, and flop you, and toss you about; because you 
know that you are going to have them.   We know that we groan and travail together in pain with the 
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whole creation until now; we know that we are here in God's purpose, forming that body, carrying on the 
ministry.  We know what He put us in the body for, and we are here serving Him, and we know that we 
are appointed to problems.  Why?  Because he has not taken away this program yet.   He hasn't brought 
in the kingdom.  We are in the Body of Christ.   We know what God is doing.” 
 
That is what he is saying.  That gives you stability.   Problems come along, cancer strikes, kids get run 
over by a car, you get laid up with gout and rheumatism, arthritis, or some of these other various things, 
and what do you do?   “What is going on Lord?  What is happening?”  Quit whining, and be tough.   That 
sounds like cheap talk, talk is cheap.   But that is not cheap talk, it is what works.   You know what God 
is doing.    
 
You see, when you begin to get this edification down in your soul, you get built up here in class, and you 
get this far in Romans, Paul says:  “Hey, you know what God put you in the body to do.”   So you begin 
to get some confidence in who you are in Christ, what you are doing, and he says:  “We know what is 
going on.”   God does not want you tossed to and fro, running around trying to figure out everything.  
God wants you to know who you are, know the program you are a part of, know the surety of it, know 
that His power, His grace, His justice, and His love are on your side.  God wants you to know that if you 
are having problems, He knows all about it. He left you down here to serve Him.  If you are having 
problems, it is because He left you here to serve Him.  It pays to serve the Lord Jesus Christ and you can 
get on with it with confidence that it is going to pan out in the end.   Come with me to Philippians 1.  
Philippians 1:27-30 
 
1 Thessalonians 3:1-3: “Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, we thought it good to be left at 
Athens alone; [That is in the later part of Acts 17.] And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, 
and our fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith: 
That no man should be moved by these afflictions.”   
 
Now that is important for you to notice.  I do not want you to be “moved by these afflictions.”  Satan’s 
design (his policy and his plan) behind the persecution is to have the believers be moved away from the 
faith – to cause them to quit.  Paul wants them standing in the faith that is theirs, “That no man should 
be moved by these afflictions.” 
 
People, when the afflictions come, the key is “do not be moved by them.”  “Be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord”  (1 Corinthians 15:58).   
 
Continuing in 1 Thessalonians 3:3, “for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto.”  Now please 
notice that verse.  What is going to keep them from being moved by these afflictions?  Something they 
know.  They “know that we are appointed thereunto.”  So when the things come, do you think it is 
strange?  No. 
 
Please remember gentlemen, 1 Thessalonians 3:3.  You need to spend a lot of time thinking your way 
through 1 Thessalonians 3, because in 1 Thessalonians, Paul describes that satanic policy of opposition 
that I call his Big Gun #2, or Plan B.  It is the intimidation factor.   
 
In Galatians, he talks about the doctrinal deviation and the doctrinal corruption by mixing law with grace.   
 
In Thessalonians, he talks about the intimidation.  If he cannot get you to deny the message, he goes 
after you.  In 1 Thessalonians 3:3 Paul says, “That no man should be moved by these afflictions: for 
yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto.”  The idea is Timothy you know that we are appointed 
to these things.  You saw the persecution against me, and how it grew and grew and grew and got 
worse, so don’t let it throw you when it happens to you. 
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Don’t let it throw you because “all that will [everybody that is determined] live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12).  
 
 

 

1st Thessalonians3:4 For verily, when we were with you, we told you 
before that we should suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye 
know.  

Verse 4: “For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we should suffer tribulation; even 
as it came to pass, and ye know.  For this cause, when I could no longer forebear, I sent to know your 
faith, lest by some means [notice] the tempter have tempted you, and our labour be in vain.”  It is the 
adversary putting the pressure on them trying to cause them to be moved away.  The pressure is put on 
them by somebody teaching them false doctrine like they did at Galatia.  He is trying to get them to quit, 

not by going into heresy, but by intimidating them.   
 
Now that is Plan B.  And you are going to face that attack of the adversary constantly in the 
circumstances of your life.  That attack is constantly seeking to cause you to have the spirit of fear.  And 
the spirit of fear is the spirit that backs off, the spirit that feels inadequate, the spirit that feels like what I 
am doing is not what I ought to be doing, or it is not working, or that I am not adequate for the job.  
Intimidation and inadequacy are mental attitudes that Satan seeks, through his program of resistance to 

the truth, to communicate to you.   
Now turn back to 2 Timothy 1:7: 

 

1st Thessalonians3:5 For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I 
sent to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter have tempted 
you, and our labour be in vain.  

Timothy's Encouraging Report 

1st Thessalonians3:6 But now when Timotheus came from you unto us, 
and brought us good tidings of your faith and charity, and that ye have 
good remembrance of us always, desiring greatly to see us, as we also 
to see you:  

1 Thessalonians 3:6 – “But now when Timotheus came from you unto us, and brought us good tidings of 
your faith and charity, and that ye have good remembrance of us always, desiring greatly to see us, as 
we also to see you.”   
 
Do you reckon Timothy said, “Paul those folks are up there praying for you everyday?”  Do you reckon 
that maybe he said that?  Don’t you reckon they were?  Paul learns about it; he learns about how much 
their care and concern for him was on their heart.   
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1st Thessalonians3:7 Therefore, brethren, we were comforted over you 
in all our affliction and distress by your faith:  

Verse 7 – “Therefore, brethren, we were comforted over you in all our affliction and distress by your 
faith.”  You see, the good report Paul got about them comforted him in his problems.  When he found 
out how concerned about him they were, it touched his heart, and it encouraged him.   

 

1st Thessalonians3:8 For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.  

Verse 8 – “For now we live.”  He is saying, “We’re just enjoying life and going like a house of fire “if ye 
stand fast in the Lord.”  

 

1st Thessalonians3:9 For what thanks can we render to God again for 
you, for all the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before our God;  

Verse 9 – “For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all the joy wherewith we joy for your 
sakes before our God.”  When he learned about their concern for him, it was a tremendous 
encouragement. 
 
Do you reckon you should tell people what you are praying for them about?  And that you are praying for 
them?  It sure seems like it from the passage, because that genders courage and boldness in Paul.  Do 
you see that? 
 
You are an encouragement one to another when you pray.  And that is what he says in the end of 
Ephesians.  I’ll just read it to you.  Ephesians 6:21-24 

 

1st Thessalonians3:10 Night and day praying exceedingly that we might 
see your face, and might perfect that which is lacking in your faith?  

He wanted to go back there and train them, so they would be solid Christians stabilized in their Christian 
life.  He is praying that God would give him an open door to go back, and he never got back.  He said 
that Satan hindered him from it.  Satan can manipulate circumstances so that it looks like God isn’t 
hearing your prayers.  Paul is down here, and he says, “I believe I’m up there, seated in Christ in 
heavenly places, and I believe I have access into God the Father’s presence, and I believe He hears me, 
and I believe He loves to answer my prayers, and He desires to be known as He that heareth and 
answers prayer, and Lord, I know you hear me, and Lord, I know you love me, I know you’ve given me 
the ministry, and I know you want these people established,” and then nothing.  It looks like God just 
closed a deaf ear to him, doesn’t it?  It does.   
 
We begin to doubt.  We think, “What’s the matter Lord, don’t you love me?  Aren’t you for me anymore?  
What’s the matter?  I can’t get through the roof anymore.”  This is where doubt can set in; we wonder if 
God doesn’t love us anymore.  I told you about the fellow who told me that recently, and I told him that I 
wasn’t trying to get through the roof.  I carry Him around inside.  I don’t have to go out through the roof.  
God isn’t answering prayer by pony express today.  He did back in Daniel 10, but not today.  You have 
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access.  You have a welcome.  He is for you.  He loves you.  He has your best interest at heart.  Then 
why do these things happen?   
 
Paul did not get back to Thessalonica, but he wrote them a letter.  He said, “I’m praying for this, and I 
want this to happen,” and God said “no.”  He had something far better.  Paul couldn’t go back so he 
wrote I Thessalonians.  When he wrote I Thessalonians, he was writing part of God’s eternal Word, and 
you’ve got it in your lap.  That was a lot better than a trip.  You see, there is the principle there for you.  
Satan will hinder; he’ll try to block and check you.  So when you pray, you pray, “Nevertheless, not my 
will but thine be done.”  Because Romans 8:26 says we don’t know what to pray for as we ought.  So we 
pray that we want to do this by the will of God.  If our petition is not granted exactly the way we ask for 
it, we don’t get all upset about it, we know the Lord has something else in mind, so we put aside our 
viewpoint and wait on Him. 
  
The question often arises in the ministry:  How do I know I’m in the will of God?  How do I know I am 
where God wants me to be, doing what God wants me to do?  You’ll find that constantly, especially in the 
ministry, especially with regard to discerning a call from one place to another, how you know when a 
church calls you what you should do.  We’ll talk about that later.  How do you identify if God is moving 
you from one place to another, and you have to change your whole life and your whole ministry.  How do 
you know that?  Let me just say tonight, there is a principle regarding how to know where God wants you 
to be.  Just to put it in real plain vernacular:  start moving, and God will put you where He wants you.  If 
you will be right where you are what He wants you to be, God will open the doors and get you to the 
place He wants you to be.  Remember this verse: 

 

1st Thessalonians3:11 Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you.  

1st Thessalonians3:12 And the Lord make you to increase and abound 
in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward 
you:  

1st Thessalonians3:13 To the end he may stablish your hearts 
unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.  

1st Thessalonians: 4 

A Life Pleasing to God 

1st Thessalonians4:1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and 
exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye 
ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more.  
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1st Thessalonians4:2 For ye know what commandments we gave you by 
the Lord Jesus.  

Paul says, we told you how to walk, and we told you how to respond; we gave you the instructions, and 
the orders that God would give you, and I beseech you.  You see, he didn't put them under the law; he 
didn’t put them under a performance system that required obedience in order to get the blessing.  He 
said, I beseech you by the mercies of God—on the basis of all that God has given you.  Look how He 
loved you, look how He has provided for you.  Now, I request you on that basis.  Respond to that by 
serving Him. 
 
Let me show you this word, beseech.  Come to Philemon 8 and 9.  The great example of grace 
motivation in the Bible is the book of Philemon.  The great example of what God requires of a pastor is 
Philemon.  Philemon often is not listed as one of the pastoral epistles, but it sure is.  Philemon is a 
pastoral epistle that gives, in a living demonstration, all of the issues of godliness, all of the issues of 
grace motivation, all of the issues of the sound doctrine built into the soul of a man of God functioning 
properly.  Philemon 1:8-9 

 

1st Thessalonians4:3 For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, 
that ye should abstain from fornication:  

1st Thessalonians4:4 That every one of you should know how to 
possess his vessel in sanctification and honour;  

God’s will is that you be clean.  Holiness, not a holy mess, but holiness.  God expects you to “perfect 
holiness in the fear of God,” (II Corinthians 7:1).  The will of God is not so much about where you are so 
much as it is where you are living a sinless life.  Your attitude is first, then your actions.  He expects you 
to be where you are living for Him. 
 

 

1st Thessalonians4:5 Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the 
Gentiles which know not God:  

1st Thessalonians4:6 That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in 
any matter: because that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also 
have forewarned you and testified.  

1st Thessalonians4:7 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but 
unto holiness.  
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1st Thessalonians4:8 He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, 
but God, who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit.  

In other words, if you despise what Paul is telling you, you despise what God said. 

 

1st Thessalonians4:9 But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I 
write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one 
another.  

1st Thessalonians4:10 And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren 
which are in all Macedonia: but we beseech you, brethren, that ye 
increase more and more;  

1st Thessalonians4:11 And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your 
own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded 
you;   

1st Thessalonians4:12 That ye may walk honestly toward them that are 
without, and that ye may have lack of nothing.  

The Coming of the Lord 

1st Thessalonians4:13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even 
as others which have no hope.  

1st Thessalonians4:14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.  

God brought forth the Lord Jesus Christ from death by way of resurrection life.  Compare Hebrews 13:20.  
He will also bring our dead saints with him in life.  He is not talking about bringing them with him when 
he comes as we have heard.  But I was challenged to think about that a different way when I read the 
Hebrews verse. (Hebrews 13:20) 
 
He’s going to bring them with him, resurrected.  That is what he is talking about in 1 Thes. 4:14:  the 
context is – if we believe Jesus died and rose again, even so them  also that sleep in Jesus, God will also 
bring with him for . . .  
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Now, in the beginning of the verse, “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again . . .” is a good 
reference to Romans 4:24, where he says,  Romans 4:24 

 

1st Thessalonians4:15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall 
not prevent them which are asleep.  

That expression “by the word of the Lord” denotes a special and specific prophetic announcement, and it 
is used repeatedly in the Old Testament to describe God’s word coming to someone and going out 
through them.  Let’s look at a couple of verses.  There is a formula that denotes a specific and special 
prophetic announcement – God’s word.  Paul is very conscious of the fact that he is giving out more than 
just his own word and that he is giving out God’s word. 
 
Now, you can run other references in the Old Testament like that and see the emphasis of what Paul is 

doing in 1 Thessalonians 4:15 when he says, “For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord.”  He is 
saying, “What I am writing to you people here is God Almighty’s communication to you.”  Paul is 
conscious of what he is doing.    
 
The word prevent is used in an archaic way, in the sense of it's meaning precede.  The Greek word there 
means to precede,“ the old usage of the word prevent.   
 

Pre-vent.  What does pre mean?  To go before.  Prearrange;  preview.  Vent comes from the Latin word 
which means to come.  To come before.  What does to come before mean?  It means to precede.“ There 
isn’t any problem in understanding why prevent was used. 
 
Come to Matthew 17 where the passage will help you to define what it means.  Here’s another meaning 
of the word “prevent.”  Jesus was talking to Peter.  Matthew 17:25  
 

You get the meaning from the next verse because it says that “the dead in Christ shall rise first.”  We’re 
obviously not going to precede them; they’re going to go before us.  But even if we use the word prevent 
in the sense of stopping or not allowing, what he’s saying is that we’re not going to prevent them; we’re 
not going to hold them down.  Isn’t that true?  So either way you read it, you wouldn’t have a mistake.   

 

1st Thessalonians4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  

The whole issue in bringing them is those people coming up in the rapture.  The whole issue in 1 
Thessalonians 4 is resurrection.  The “bringing again” is resurrection.  We are going to be saved by his 
life – by virtue of the fact that he has been brought forth in resurrection.  His resurrection means we will 
be resurrected.  His death reconciles us “much more.”  We don’t just get reconciliation – we are going to 
be saved by his life.  If his death reconciles you, his life is going to save you from that wrath to come.  
The wrath in that tribulation period is what we will be saved from by the rapture.  It is obvious that Verse 
9 and 10 are dealing with the issue of the rapture. 
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1st Thessalonians4:17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  

You have the coming of the Lord in both passages.  He comes with a shout and with angels and the 
trump of God, and the believers are caught up together to meet the Lord in the clouds and so forth.   

 

1st Thessalonians4:18 Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words.  

 

1st Thessalonians: 5 

The Day of the Lord 

1st Thessalonians5:1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye 
have no need that I write unto you.  

1st Thessalonians5:2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the 
Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  (Is 13 Israel) 

Now wait a minute.  How come the Thessalonians in Acts 18, a bunch of Gentiles out yonder in Asia, can 
know the times and seasons perfectly, and in Acts 1 the apostles were told they couldn’t know the times 
and seasons?  Why would that be?  I ask that question to try to press on your mind that between Acts 1 
and Acts 18, there had to be a change take place.  Something had to take place, so when the 
Thessalonians came along (Paul came there in Acts 17), they could know perfectly and they could be 
taught the times and the seasons, where the apostles in early Acts did not know:  “It is not for you to 
know.”  
 
“The things that the Father hath put in His own power” is the answer.  There is a situation there in early 
Acts where an offer is being extended to the nation Israel, and contingent upon their response to that 
offer, certain things were going to happen.  Yet God Almighty knew what was ahead.  He had an eternal 
purpose planned from before the foundation of the world in eternity past to form the church the body of 
Christ.  That eternal purpose was not an afterthought as, Now, what should I do?  It was a plan that in 
His own mind and in His own power was something He was going to do.  
 
In Acts 1 where we are reading here, He tells these people it was not for them to know the times and 
seasons that He put in His own power.  “You just go out and do what I have been telling you to do, and 
don’t worry about the time element.”  
 
In Acts 17 after the fall of Israel has become a reality, the dispensation of grace has begun, and God has 
begun the mystery program.  Now they have a complete understanding of the postponement of the 
prophetic program.  He could not tell the apostles in Acts 1, because the Father had kept those things hid 
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in Himself.  He was keeping a secret from these men, not giving them access to all of His counsel and 
wisdom.  Now there was that fellowship of the mystery which had been hid in God since the world began.  
There were some things in early Acts that these people could not know until God revealed them to Paul 
and through him to us.  The saints at Thessalonica, being instructed by Paul, now understand about the 
postponement.  The apostles in Acts 1 cannot know, because God chose to keep it a secret from them.  
Daniel 2:19-22 

 

1st Thessalonians5:3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then 
sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with 
child; and they shall not escape.  

You and I will meet Christ in the air.  Then when He comes back, there will be the judgment of the 
nations.  After the millennium will be the Great White Throne Judgment.  That is three judgments, and 
they are all future; they are all different, and all have different times.  The time, place, and reasons are 

different; and the people involved are different.  The Judgment Seat of Christ takes place in the air when 
we meet Christ.  The Judgment of the nations, (Matthew 25), takes place on the ground at the Second 
Advent.  The Great White Throne Judgment, (Revelation 20), takes place when the heavens and the 
earth flee away. 

 

1st Thessalonians5:4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that 
day should overtake you as a thief.  

1st Thessalonians5:5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of 
the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.  

See we don’t belong to the same category as those people out there in the world.  
 
Isn’t that exactly the context of Romans 13 - “The night is far spent, the day is at hand . . . ”?  You see 
Verses 5-7 (of I Thess.)?  From that passage you can explain what the night is: the night is the world 
system out there that promotes Satan’s program.  It’s the world system that Paul says isn’t going to go 
on much longer.  “The night is far spent.”   
 
The day is God’s program; it’s “at hand.”  The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.  Hey, man!  
Get up!  It’s time to get to work.  That’s why he says, “Therefore . . .” Go back to Romans 13.  Romans 
13:12 
 
5  Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 
[In other words, you don't belong to the category of darkness and night.  Who belongs to the category of 
darkness?  Satan.  Who owns the night?  Satan does.  That isn't your class.  You are not in that family 
any more.  You are in the family of God, and you are children of light—children of God.  You are to walk 
in light, as He is.  Therefore, let us not what?  Walk in darkness.  Isn't that what he just said back over 
there?  It is high time to wake out of sleep.  He is saying, it is time that you people lived in the world 
different from the world.  The world is in night.  What do people do at night?  They sleep.  Do you want a 
good message?  Sit down and think of all the things that happen at night.  Are buildings full or empty at 
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night?  Do people sleep, or are they awake?  You can get a list, and that will preach.  Do that in your 
prep and delivery.] 

 

1st Thessalonians5:6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us 
watch and be sober.  

1st Thessalonians5:7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they 
that be drunken are drunken in the night.  

1st Thessalonians5:8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting 
on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of 
salvation.  

Those of us of the daytime belong to Christ.  Paul recognizes that the dispensation of Grace is inserted 
into the time period that the Bible calls nighttime.  The prophetic program, and the prophetic Jewish 
calendar and time schedule have been interrupted, but as surely as Jesus Christ is gone away and hasn’t 
yet come back, the nighttime is still here, even today.  As far as the gentile world out there goes, it is still 
under the night of gentile dominion over the world. 
 
That is almost a parallel passage with Romans 13:11-12. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:8 – “But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and 
love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.”  The helmet of salvation is the helmet, the knowledge, 
the mental attitude and understanding of the doctrine about the coming of Christ for you.  It is the thing 
that will help you keep the proper mental attitude. 
 

They have a sign up on a restaurant near where I live.  It says, “Come in for your attitude adjustment.”  
Of course they mean to come in for a bottle of Tequila.  It is a Mexican Restaurant.   
 
But, an attitude adjustment for the believer comes, as you properly understand the doctrine about what 
God is going to do for us in the ages to come.  And gentlemen, there is not any other thing that I have 
ever found that will so stir, and so adjust your thinking as an understanding of what God is going to do 
with the body of Christ in the ages to come.  That flat will do it. 

 
You need to preach about, and sing about, and think about the rapture (the Lord’s coming) and all that 
he is going to do out there, because that keeps your attitude where it should be.  You put within your 
frame of reference a system of understanding, a doctrine, something you are thinking about that gives 
you the capacity to endure whatever is going on right now.  It protects your mental attitude.  Do you 
remember Hebrews 12:2? 
 

 

1st Thessalonians5:9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to 
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
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Do you see what I just did - “But what?”  I do that subconsciously and by second-nature.  I never think 
about it.  I never have to tell myself to do that, and you guys know I do it all the time.  What am I doing?  
I’ll say, “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but [Underline it!] to obtain salvation . . . “ I say that 
because I want you to notice the words to obtain salvation. 
 
I already have it (salvation), but here’s a salvation that I have to obtain.  What’s he talking about there” 
He is talking about salvation from the tribulation - he’s talking about the rapture.  Explain that to people. 
 
While we are in the passage, notice the context.  Go back to Verses 4 and 5:  
 
Why didn’t God appoint us to wrath?  Because Christ has delivered us from the wrath to come by the 
cross work of Calvary.   
 
“But to obtain salvation...”  That is in a future tense . . . “where we shall be saved from wrath by the 
rapture through Him.  Romans 5:9 is a reference to a pre-tribulation rapture before the wrath of God 
shows up.  Deliverance from the wrath to come for the body of Christ is assured on the basis of God’s 
purpose for us.  Some say the pre-tribulation rapture was not preached until the 20th century, but that 
presents a problem because the Apostle Paul was the first one to preach the pre-trib rapture. 

 

1st Thessalonians5:10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, 
we should live together with him.  

1st Thessalonians5:11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and 
edify one another, even as also ye do.  

He’s trying to say, Don’t worry about this.  So we should look at what the rapture is now.  This is 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18:  I Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

But, look at that passage in 1 Thessalonians 5:11-13 – “Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and 
edify one another, even as also ye do.  And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour 
among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; And to esteem them very highly in love for 
their work’s sake”.   
 
Do you see how he is addressing the assembly?  Verses 14-27 is all “a given” to the assembly.  He is not 
saying that you, as an individual, should not quench the Spirit in your individual life.  He is saying that 
you, as the assembly, are to do, or not to do, these things.  In the assembly, don’t quench the Spirit.  2 
Timothy 1:6 

 

Final Instructions and Benediction 

1st Thessalonians5:12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them 
which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish 
you  

That’s speaking about that issue of being “helpers of your joy.”  1 Corinthians 1:24 
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A pastor and an elder in the assembly is over the folks in the Lord and they admonish them.  He bears a 
responsibility for oversight.  And part of the oversight is admonition – the “warning every man.”  It is the 
negative side, and it has to do with giving counsel to people with a view of having them change their 
lifestyle.  Look at another passage:  Acts 20:31. 

 

1st Thessalonians5:13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their 
work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves.  

Paul is telling the members (the saints in the local church) how they should regard their leaders.  And he 
says you are “to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord.”  You see these are 
positions of responsibility and privilege.  These are offices (official positions of authority) in the assembly.  
 
Now please understand what that means when you are talking about an office and a position being over 
someone in the Lord.  He is talking about a position of responsibility and privilege in calling, in your 
usefulness, in the greater persecution that you are going to suffer, in the greater sacrifice that is required 

of you.   
 
It is not in an organizational kind of a sense.  It is not in a denominational kind of a sense.  It does not 
mean that one person is more valuable than the other person.  But rather this person is in a position of 
greater usefulness, and he is in a position of greater calling, responsibility, and privilege.  Therefore, he is 
also going to pay a greater price.  He is also going to be the recipient of more attacks and persecution.   
 
There are assets and liabilities.  Too often people see the assets and they forget about the liabilities.  And 
when they get the job the liabilities begin to come, and they say, “Nobody told me about this!”  And they 
fall by the wayside.  You have to be careful about that.  In Acts 1 they describe Judas falling and 
somebody has to come and take his bishoprick – an official position of a bishop (the office).  1 Timothy 
4:14. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:12,13 is a passage you ought to ponder a little bit: “And we beseech you, brethren, to 
know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; And to esteem 
them very highly in love for their work’s sake.  And be at peace among yourselves. Now we exhort you.”  
He goes on down with instructions for them.  That is an organized local assembly (one that is working).  
Look at Philippians 1:1 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:13 – “And to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake”.  What is their 
work?  It is to labour in the word and doctrine.   
 
 

 

1st Thessalonians5:14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that 
are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient 
toward all men.  

Look at those words: warn, comfort, support, and be patient.  People that are disorderly and unruly and 
are not walking, as they ought to be walking, so Paul says to warn them about the negative 
consequences of what they are doing.  If you sow to the flesh, you are of the flesh going to reap 
corruption.  You are going to have problems. 
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Do you remember the three ways God interjects that kind of intervention?  He does it: (1) directly 
through the word in your soul, (2) through the nouthetics, the nouthetic carefrontation.  The other 
believer comes along and confronts you, and warns you that the path you are following will lead to 
danger, so be careful.  The other way is (3) the natural consequences of your sin demonstrating the 
danger and impropriety of what you are doing.  The natural consequence of sin causes problems, and 
problems intensify the doctrine and they throw you back into the first two.   
 
Continuing in 1 Thessalonians 5:14: “warn the unruly, comfort the feebleminded.”  You understand that 
“feebleminded” in the passage is not talking about someone who should be institutionalized.  
“Feebleminded” is the idea of the fact that they are not able to use their mind (but not in the social sense 
that we think about) in the doctrinal sense.  They have the doctrine in their minds but the doctrine is not 
functioning properly.   
 
Look at an example.  Some folks recently had a death in the family over the weekend.  When you go see 
people that have suffered a death or the loss of a loved one, that is a traumatic experience.  Do you 
know what 1 Thessalonians 4:18 says?  It says, “comfort one another with these words.”  That is an 
exact parallel to “comfort the feebleminded.”  Now what does that mean?  Death is a trauma, and it 
induces sort of a mental blackout.  Your mind does not function right.  Paul does not say you should put 
your arm around them and tell them what a wonderful person the deceased was.  That is not comfort.  
That causes them more grief because they lost that wonderful person.   
 
How do you comfort people?  Now listen because I am telling you how to deal with people at funerals.  I 
am telling you how to deal with people in grief situations.  It is so simple people do not want to believe it.  
You are to “comfort one another with these words.”  You go in and you repeat the words to them.  You 
do not have to have fifty million little phrases that are wonderful to say.   
 
Why do you repeat the word?  The doctrine is in their soul, but it is not functioning.  It has been 
suppressed, and there has been a mental blackout.  And you recall that doctrine back into their thinking 
and into their consciousness.  You recall it back into their memory and that doctrine (as it is called back 
into their memory) comforts them and encourages them.  You are going in and comforting them with the 
doctrine.  Their mind is not functioning right so you go in and you comfort them with the doctrine. 
 
Let’s continue to look at the verse: “support the weak” (1 Thessalonians 5:14).  Now these people do not 
have the doctrine.  The feebleminded have the doctrine but it is not working right.  However, these 
people do not have the doctrine.  So what do you do with them?  You teach the doctrine to them.  
Romans 14:1: “Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations.”  Give the 
doctrine to him, and put up with what you have to put up with, Romans 14:15. 
 
Back to 1 Thessalonians 5:14: “be patient toward all men.”  When you are warning unruly and disorderly 
people, you have to be patient.  When you have to comfort the feebleminded, you have to be patient.  
When you are supporting the weak, you have to be patient.  You have to be longsuffering in doctrine.  
That word “longsuffering” is in there for a reason.   
 
See gentlemen, you have to know what you are doing.  And when you know that what you are doing is 
what God said for you to do, the reaction you encounter is not important.  When you get a negative 
reaction and they jump up and down, what happens?  You say, “That is okay, he told me I would have to 
be patient.  He told me it was going to take awhile.” 
 
Now if somebody just goes on and on and on and will not respond, you quit “supporting the weak” and 
“comforting the feebleminded” and you go to “warning the unruly.”  When you give them the 
information, you are comforting the feebleminded and supporting the weak.  And if they will not take the 
information, now they are disorderly brethren.  Now they are unruly.  And now you take that unruly 
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person and you warn him.  You tell him, “If you do not take this doctrine and you do not rest on it, there 
is confusion and bitterness and heartache – those kinds of consequences down the road.  It will cause 
spiritual destruction.”  And he says, “Oh, then I better do it, so he does it.”   
 
So then you give him a little more, and now he will not take it.  So you warn him.  And you warn him and 
you say, “You need to continue with this information and stand in it.”  He says, “No I do not need it.”  
And you continue going back and forth with “Yes, you need it” and “No, I do not need it.”  Now what do 
you do?  Look at 2 Thessalonians 3:6 

 

1st Thessalonians5:15 See that none render evil for evil unto any man; 
but ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all 
men.  

You want to work on the basis of grace, not the law.  The law says an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 

tooth.  Grace says you don't recompense to a man evil for evil.  You don't give him back what he 
deserves.  Provide things honest in the sight of all men.  We are going to have to come back to that, 
because I have a couple of things I have to say to you about that, and that is going to take about 10 
minutes.  Verse 18.  Romans 12:18 

 

1st Thessalonians5:16 Rejoice evermore.  

1st Thessalonians5:17 Pray without ceasing.  

1st Thessalonians5:18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning you.  

The next time you get into a situation and you begin to squall about it, and you want to know what the 
will of God is for your situation, remember that verse.  It’s easier to cry about wanting to know where 
God wants me than it is to practice that verse, isn’t it?  That verse doesn’t say anything about where you 
are.  It talks about how you are where you are.   
 
What is your mental attitude?  What is your viewpoint?  Are you rejoicing?  He says this is the will of God 
for you in Christ Jesus:  “in everything give thanks.”  You see, it is a mental attitude that he is after.  
That’s first.  That is not to say that there are not places He wants you, and places He doesn’t want you, 
but the first issue is that heart attitude.  If you have that, and you be what He has made you to be—a 
member of the body of Christ functioning that way wherever you are, you will find that God will open 
doors and will begin to move you around when He is ready.  Doors will open, and you’ll go. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:18 – “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning 
you.”  It has to do with dwelling on what you have in Christ.  You are filled with that, and you are 
saturated with what God has given you, and all of this other stuff just passes away.  It is unbecoming to 
saints.  You cannot handle it. 
 
If you are filled with thanksgiving to God for what you have in Christ, that has an affect on the sin in your 
life.  But, do you know what sin does in your life?  Sin destroys gratitude.  What is the middle letter of sin 
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again?  It is the letter “I”, and that destroys gratitude.  It is selfishness, which is the opposite of 
gratitude. 
 
The greatest single act of worship that you can ever render to God is gratitude, thanksgiving.  When you 
are thankful, and you are grateful, and you have an attitude of gratitude, you sacrifice yourself.  
Secondly, you recognize that God is the ultimate source of everything.  Third, you see beyond the 
circumstance, or the problem, or the pain.  You see beyond that to the plan of God.  In other words, 
thanksgiving is really an expression of faith.  Come with me to Romans 8:28-31. 

 

1st Thessalonians5:19 Quench not the Spirit.  

1 Thessalonians 5:19 says, “Quench not the Spirit.”  Now, that verse I can understand.  It means don’t 
put out his activity.  In a local assembly of believers, he says not to quench or hamper or hinder or slow 
down his activity.  Don’t do the things that he lists in the passage.  Don’t violate those things, because 
when you do, you hamper his activity in the assembly.  I can get that verse. 
 
Turn to 1 Thessalonians 5:19 – “Quench not the Spirit.”   
 
Look at two statements in Paul’s Epistles.  One – “Grieve not the Holy Spirit”, and we talked about that in 
the last lesson.  It does not mean that you are not to make him angry, it means your are not to grieve 
him.  And the other one is “Quench not the Spirit.”  But, look at that passage in 1 Thessalonians 5:11-13 
 

 

1st Thessalonians5:20 Despise not prophesyings.  

1st Thessalonians5:21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.  

1st Thessalonians5:22 Abstain from all appearance of evil.  

Abstain from all what?  Appearance of evil.  Old man Bob Jones used to say, don't stop to tie your shoe 
in another man's watermelon patch.  Do you know why?  Because you look like you are thumping those 
watermelons.  If the next morning one comes up missing, you know who he is going to say got it:  the 
fellow who he saw out there tying his shoes.  The appearance:  it isn't enough that we be right, and 
know in our heart that we are right.  We also are obligated to others, and this is something that maturity 
and grace will teach you.  You have an obligation to other people, not just to know in your heart that you 
are right; but as much as is in you possible, appear correctly, and rightly, and honestly with them. 
 
I guarantee you, if there is anything that I have learned in the last 6 years, being here at the Bible 
Society, it is the importance of this issue; because once you become a public figure, and stand before the 
public, the more and more that happens, the more and more important it is that you project an image 

where people have confidence.  The verse where he says let no man despise thy youth, is not talking 
about not letting anybody dare say anything about you.  That isn't what he is saying.  He is not saying, 
get on your high horse, when somebody questions you, and slap them down—don’t let them dare say 
anything about you.  He isn't saying that at all.   
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He is saying don't let anybody despise your youth.  He is saying, Timothy, don't give anybody any reason 
to think poorly of you.  Do you understand the difference in that?  It is not haughtiness—I’m not going to 
let you say anything about me.  It is a different attitude; it means don't give them any reason to do it.   
 
Some people are going to do it out of all kinds of bad things and opposition that you can't control.  If the 
adversary can't get you to compromise the message, what will he do?  He’ll try to compromise the 
messenger.  Gentlemen, you will hurt yourself, and your ministry; and I don't want to see that happen.  
So I want to give you the example of the Apostle Paul.  He gives you an illustration of this in I1 
Corinthians 8—the great man that he was, yet how meticulous he is in this very thing.  2 Corinthians 
8:18-23 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:22 – “Abstain from all appearance of evil.”  Do what is right and look right.  The way 
you look, and what you do, should be right.  What you look at ought to be right.  Luke 11:34 

 

1st Thessalonians5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; 
and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Now God the Holy Spirit takes his word and his word functions and operates in the anatomy of the 
believer (in the spirit and the soul, and the body of the believer) through the process of progressive 
sanctification.  And through progressive sanctification God the Holy Spirit takes his word and produces 

the byproduct of the fruits of the Spirit – the byproduct of the fruits of righteousness.   
 
It is important therefore that you understand the issue of sanctification.  We have talked about this some 
especially when we were studying through Romans.  Sanctification comes in three categories.  There is 
initial sanctification, then there is progressive sanctification, and then there is the ultimate sanctification 
of the believer. 
 

God creates man.  Man goes along for a little while and then he falls, and there is the fall of man.  With 
the fall of man, you have introduced into mankind the old sin nature that is called the old man.  All men 
are now born with an old sin nature, and they are lost.  Now you look at the believer, and he believes in 
the Lord Jesus Christ and he is saved.  When he trusts Christ as his savior, God Almighty identifies him 
with the Lord Jesus Christ and now he has a position in Christ. 
 
However, he is still living with the old sin nature that was introduced with Adam, but now he has a new 

nature introduced at the new birth.  At the point of the new birth is initial sanctification.  This man is set 
apart and belongs to God Almighty.  See 1 Corinthians 6:11 
 
What is the three-fold makeup of a man?  It is body, soul, and spirit.  Look at 1 Thessalonians 5:23: “And 
the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Notice the verse did not say body, soul, 
and spirit, but rather spirit and soul and body.  Have you ever noticed when you read about that in books 

or you hear preachers preach about that, they always say body, soul, and spirit.  Well where does that 
come from?  James 3:15 
 
When God says it, he does it the other way: spirit, soul, and body.  The point is that there is an order 
and there is a way that God works, and we by nature are not oriented to it.  By nature we are oriented to 
Genesis 3 – earthly, fleshly desires first.  You want to be careful about that.   
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By the way, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eye, and the pride of life match those three (body, 
soul, and spirit).  We have been over that about sin in Genesis 3 and Matthew 4, and 1 John 2.  So you 
understand how those things work. 
 
You have a spirit, and you have a soul, and then you have a body.  Most of us know what our body is 
because we look at it all the time.  Now it is important for you to understand something.  The whole man 
(a complete individual) is made up of a spirit, a soul, and a body.  One or two of those things does not 
make the whole person.  That is the reason he said: “and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and 
body” (1 Thessalonians 5:23).  He is talking about you as one unit.  You are an incomplete person when 
all three of these things are not there. 
 
Number one, your spirit is inside of your body.  The body is the house that your spiritual part lives in. 
 
Someone once asked me, “What is a soul made of?”  It is made of “soul.”  What is a pig made of?  He is 
made of pig.  Just because you never saw or felt a soul, you do not think it can be real.  But it is as real 
as this paper you are reading from.  Now how do you know you have a soul?  You know it by faith in 
what God says.  You are operating on that basis.   
 
Spirit is made out of spirit, and soul is made out of soul, and body is made out of flesh.  We will talk 
about the essence of these things shortly.  The spirit is inside of the body.  1 Corinthians 2:11-12 

 

1st Thessalonians5:24 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.  

1st Thessalonians5:25 Brethren, pray for us.  

1st Thessalonians5:26 Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss.  

1st Thessalonians5:27 I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read 
unto all the holy brethren.  

That is one of the earliest epistles – if not the first then the second epistle that Paul wrote.  There is a 
possibility that he wrote the book of Galatians before he wrote Thessalonians.  But, in the earliest epistles 
that Paul writes, he tells them that he expects them to see that this epistle is read and distributed among 
all the holy brethren.   

 
By the way, 1 Thessalonians 5:27 is quite clear that the apostle Paul sees the design of preservation as 
copies of the epistles being made and distributed. 

 

1st Thessalonians5:28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

Amen  

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

52 1st Thessalonians: 
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