
53 The Book of 2nd Thessalonians 

2 THESSALONIANS 
 
In II Thessalonians the issue is the Revelation.  In chapter one, in verses 7-10, you see a tremendous 
passage about the second advent of Jesus Christ.  Chapter 2:1-13 is one of the most complete 
descriptions of the antichrist, the destruction of the antichrist, and the second coming of Christ in all the 
Bible. 
 
Three people give you detailed descriptions of the antichrist:  Daniel, John, (in the book of The 
Revelation), and Paul, (in II Thessalonians 2).  And the whole point in II Thessalonians 2:13 is that you 
are saved from that wrath.  
 

II Thessalonians 2:13  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren 
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning [from the beginning of the 
Dispensation of Grace] chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of the truth: 
 

The salvation in the chapter is not salvation from hell and sin and wrath.  It is salvation from the 
deception of the antichrist in the seventieth week of Daniel. 

 

Greeting 

 അദ്ധ്യായം :1 

2nd Thessalonians 1:1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the 
church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ:  

2nd Thessalonians 1:2 Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Thanksgiving 

2nd Thessalonians 1:3 We are bound to thank God always for you, 
brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith groweth exceedingly, (Idea 

of faith growing= positive response to the word = edification) and the charity of every one of 
you all toward each other aboundeth;  

2nd Thessalonians 1:4 So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches 
of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and 
tribulations that ye endure:  
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Do you notice what is missing in that passage?  He talks about their faith and their charity; hope is 
missing.  They did not lose their hope, but it had gotten rather confused in Thessalonica, because Satan 
used all of his tactics against them.  He has three major categories, and six specific devices he uses to try 
to subvert the believer with contrary doctrine, and he had to go all the way to the very last one of 
them—counterfeit communication, (2:1-3), a counterfeit letter:  extra-Biblical revelation as though it were 
from Paul.  Satan had to pull out all the stops against these people, and he did.  But we are alerted right 
in the first few verses that there is now a problem there.  

 

The Judgment at Christ's Coming 

2nd Thessalonians 1:5 Which is a manifest token of the righteous 
judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of 
God, for which ye also suffer:  

The idea is that these folks are acting like people that belong to the kingdom of God.”  There is a great 
illustration of that in the book of Esther.  Do you remember Haman and Mordecai?  Esther 3:1-4 

 

2nd Thessalonians 1:6 Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to 
recompense tribulation to them that trouble you;  

2nd Thessalonians 1:7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 
(God’ will for the lost) 

2nd Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:  

2nd Thessalonians 1:9 Who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power;  

2nd Thessalonians 1:10 When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, 
and to be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony 
among you was believed) in that day.  

Imagine!  The world will look at us and admire the Lord.  Isn’t that something to anticipate?   Image 
someone looking at you and thinking of how wonderful the Lord is
That is something to rejoice about.  That ought to consume us.  Look at the parenthesis in that verse.  
Christ will be admired in all them that believe because our testimony among you was believed.  That is, 
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the glory that will be manifested over there in the Ages To Come for the Lord Jesus Christ is going to 
have something to do with our service for him down here on the earth. 
 
Here is a little something more of that “high ground” we find in the Bible: (Romans 8:17-18) 

 

2nd Thessalonians 1:11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that 
our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good 
pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power:  

2 Thessalonians 1:11: “Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of 
this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power [boldness, 
courage, strength].”  He wants you to fulfill the work of faith with the confidence that you are adequate 
for the job.  And that is what power is in the ministry.   
 

It is not just going out and blowing everybody over.  That was power in the kingdom program.  Jesus 
walked out there, and he spoke the word and everybody fell over, or he calmed the sea.  That was 
power, and that was the way power was demonstrated there. 
 
But that is not how God’s power is demonstrated today.  In the work of the ministry, the power of God is 
demonstrated in your adequacy to get the job done that God gave you to do.  Turn to Ephesians 6:19-
20. 

 
2 Thessalonians 1:11 – “Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of 
this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: that the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  You go out and do the work of faith with power, and do you know how much 
glory you are going to get from the world?  You won’t get much!   
 

Well, then what is he talking about?  How is God going to be glorified in your ministry and in your life?  
Well, don’t you remember Romans 8:18? 

 

2nd Thessalonians 1:12 That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be 
glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

2nd Thessalonians: 2 

The Man of Lawlessness 

2nd Thessalonians 2:1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him,  
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2nd Thessalonians 2:2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be 
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that 
the day of Christ is at hand. (day of Christ = Context, not rapture) 

There were some phony letters floating around.  There were phony letters floating around the churches 
that claimed to be from Paul.  Therefore, when those churches received one of those letters, they had to 
know if it was scripture or not.   
 
Thus, God Almighty in the founding of the church gave some prophets so they could identify “Thus saith 
the Lord.”  It was not the only function of the prophets, but it was one of their functions.   
The evangelist, the pastor and teacher, took the copies and did the work of the ministry with them.  They 
did not make the copies, but they used the copies.  They preached the word from the copies that they 
had.  But, the prophet’s function was to say, “This is God’s word.”  Then they made accurate, reliable 
copies of the word and distributed them.  The apostles took them out to the various churches. 
 
That expression, the day of Christ, is a problem for some people, because in the next verse it says, “for 
that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son 
of perdition.”  He goes on to describe the coming of the antichrist.  Because of a lack of understanding, 
the phrase the day of Christ is said to be a wrong translation.  They tell us in all the commentaries that it 
really ought to be the day of the Lord.  The fact of the matter is that if you check the critical apparatus in 
a Nestle’s text, you will find that the evidence for the day of Christ far outweighs the evidence for the 
reading of the day of the Lord.  The only reason anyone textually would change it is because they have a 
doctrinal desire to fill, which we call the wish being father of the thought.  There is absolutely no reason 
textually that this should be changed.  There is also no reason doctrinally to change it. 
 
You do not come to a passage like this, and decide because of your doctrinal statement that the passage 
cannot be right.  Instead, you come to the passage and determine what the passage teaches, adjusting 
your doctrinal statement to it.  In order to maintain a pre-tribulation rapture, people are willing to 
mutilate God’s Word in this passage, making it the day of the Lord in order that it can be the subject of 
prophecy:  the prophesied day of God’s wrath that is talked about with the antichrist in the rest of the 
passage.  
 
Just what is the day of Christ?  I am going to apply the context, and the progressive revelation rules now.  
The commentaries say it is the rapture, but it cannot be the rapture since the rapture is the day of 
redemption.  It cannot be the rapture because Ephesians 4:30 says we are sealed by the Spirit until the 
day of redemption.  Ephesians 1:14 says that we have been sealed with the Holy Spirit which is the 
earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession.  Romans 8:23  ...waiting for 
the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 
 
 Using the context, we use progressive revelation about redemption.  I know that the day of redemption 
has to do with the rapture, the day when I get my glorified body, and when Christ comes back; the dead 
in Christ rise; our bodies are changed; and we go to be with Him.  He comes and redeems the purchased 
possession unto Himself.  So the day of Christ would not be the rapture.  See I Corinthians 1:7-8 for the 
full title. 
 
God has some saints left to dwell in heaven.  That is us, the body of Christ.  God has left us there to take 
over those positions left vacant.  So in that day of the Lord Jesus Christ, we shall be blameless, sincere, 
and without offence.  God is going to shake the heavens, and shake out all that offend.  Because we are 
in Christ, you and I are going to be holy, sincere, and without offense; and He will place us in those 
vacated positions.  That day of His wrath begins in heaven, and extends to earth.  It does not begin on 
earth.  That is why Paul says in II Thessalonians, not to be worried as though the day of Christ is at 
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hand, “for that day shall not come except.”  He is talking about that day of wrath.  If you are on the 
earth, what part of the day of Christ, (the day of the Lord Jesus, the day of the Lord Jesus Christ), will 
you see?  Paul gives the full title to that day.   
 
Jehovah who will come and do all that is Jesus Christ, the second person of the Godhead.  This is the day 
of Jehovah, the day of the second person of the Godhead.  Jehovah is the name given to God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Spirit in different passages.  In the passage speaking of Him coming back and 
doing all of this, His name is the Lord Jesus Christ—the manifest person of the Godhead. 
 
People were telling the Thessalonians that the rapture was over, and they thought they were in the Great 
Tribulation.  How do you know the rapture has not come already?  How do you know the rapture did not 
take place a hundred years ago?  The way you know is to look around you.  The things that are going to 
happen after the rapture takes place are not happening.  The only thing restraining those happenings, 
keeping the antichrist from being revealed, is the Dispensation of Grace.  When the Dispensation of 
Grace is over, that day of wrath will come.  Today you do not see the falling away, or the man of sin, so 
you know that the rapture has not come yet. 
 
Progressive revelation teaches that you do not take just one piece of the title; you take all the 
information about the full title, (the day of the Lord Jesus Christ), and you see that that day is the day of 
His wrath.   
 
We will participate in the heavenly restoration program, the heavenly exaltation of Christ, in Christ being 
made the preeminent one in the heavenly places; while Israel participates in Him being made preeminent 
in the earth.  Progressive revelation is extremely important to follow, to acknowledge, and to recognize, 
keeping it honestly dealt with.  A lot of mistakes can be made taking only a piece of it rather than the 
whole. 
 
The expression, the day of the Lord occurs the first time in Isaiah 2:12.  In this passage it is defined, and 
its meaning determined and set; so that consistently throughout Scripture, it is the day of His wrath, 
when the lofty looks of men are brought low, and the LORD alone is exalted.  That is exactly what the 
day of the LORD Jesus Christ, (the full title we later on learn), means.  When I realize they mean the 
same thing; but that one has to do with prophecy, and one with the mystery program, I see the first 
mention of it sets a very clear definition of what it is. 
 
So there are changes being made.  If you want an illustration in the Bible, write down Second 
Thessalonians 2:1-2 where Paul talks to the Thessalonians about somebody's saying, "We say so-and-so," 
or make out that it is a letter by us (Paul).  They were forgeries, you see?  
 
 

 

2nd Thessalonians 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: (Rapture is 

passed, in timeline they are in tribulation) for that day shall not come, except there 

come (1) a falling away first, (Brake the covenant Israel made with Antichrist) (2) and that 

man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;   (Son of perdition, man of sin)  
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The falling away first = apostasy.  What is the end of all apostasy?  Idolatry.  So they are in apostasy, 
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition (that’s the antichrist). 
 
That is the anti-Christ.  He is going to have a bunch of men around him who are super men.  Demonic, 
satanically created iron men who will be able to produce lying signs and wonders.  That last kingdom is 
going to under the dominion of Rome.   
 
The Antichrist in the first half the Week is called the “man of sin”.  In the second half, he is called the 
“son of perdition”.   
 
Q.  (A question about the meaning of “falling away” in II Thessalonians 2:3.) 
 
A.  Pastor Stam: The word is simply departure.  That’s all the word is in the Textus Receptus: the 
departure.  He had not been talking about falling away (apostasy); he had been talking about the rapture 
all through the book.  That’s my personal belief. 
 
That’s a reference to the anti-Christ.  He is called “the man of sin.”  He is called “the son of perdition.”  
Those are titles that refer to the anti-Christ.  John 17:12  

 

2nd Thessalonians 2:4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all 
that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the 
temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. (Antichrist is the Abomination of 

Desolation) 

Folks, the antichrist is that “abomination that maketh desolate” in Daniel.  He sits in that temple in 
Jerusalem, on that holy of holies, puts one hand on one cherubim and the other hand on the other, and 
he says, “I’m God.  Worship me.”  That’s what he claims.  That delusion is the climax, the ultimate 
culmination of the lie Satan told Eve in Genesis 3.  The lie is yet to be told in its ultimate form.  In its 
ultimate form, it’s the antichrist. 
 
Satan is going to sit in the mercy seat in the temple with his arms on the cherubim and say, “I am 
almighty God”. 
 
That is the Antichrist.   Notice in vs. 3 he is called two things: “the man of sin”; the “son of perdition”.  
Those two titles describe the two halves of the career of the Antichrist.  First half of the Week, he is the 
“man of sin”, that ‘vile person’ in Dan. 11:21.  In the second half of the Week, he is the “son of 
perdition”.   
 
That is the antichrist. 
 
That is the anti-Christ:  he is that “wicked one.”  The anti-Christ has this special title.  When you read in 
the parable about the “wicked one” coming, it is Satan under a title that specifically looks toward the 
tribulation period.  As we go down through these parables, you will see that they are looking especially at 
the nation Israel in that tribulation context.  They are looking particularly at Israel in the tribulation time 
period.  Matthew 13:4 
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2nd Thessalonians 2:5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, 
I told you these things?  (Acts 17) 

2nd Thessalonians 2:6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he 
might be revealed in his time. (BOC) X Human government, Religion, Holy Spirit 

2nd Thessalonians 2:7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: 
only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.  

The Greek word for let means to hinder or to restrain.  The English word let has an archaic meaning that 
is not current today of to hinder, or to restrain, or to hold back.  When you run across a word like that in 
your Bible and you try to figure out what it means, what do you do?   How do you work with that?  Read 
Verse 5 and on down.   
 

Do you see that word witholdeth in Verse 6?  Do you see how Verse 6 is restated in Verse 7 and that 
withholdeth stands in apposition to the word let in Verse 7?  So it isn’t impossible to figure out from the 
passage what the word means.   
 
But you know, folks, if you were reading your Bible and you came across that word let, you would say, 
“What in the world is that?  I wonder what that word means.”  How many times have I told you that, 
when you find something you don’t understand, what do you do?  Put it in the back of your mind and 
keep reading and say, “Lord, I’ve got these things in the back of my mind that I don’t understand.” 
 
Come with me, if you will, to Romans, Chapter 1.  Let me show you this word let again.  You’re reading 
along, and here’s that word let, and you can’t understand it in Second Thessalonians, but you say, "I’m 
going to keep reading, Lord.”  Romans 1:13  

 

2nd Thessalonians 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom 
the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy 
with the brightness of his coming:  

You see that the Lord consumes him with the spirit of his mouth?  And destroys him with the brightness 
of his coming?  That is that fire, that bright, brilliant fire at his advent.  He is revealed in flaming fire. 
 
Now let's watch this thing happen.  This is talking about Christ.  Isaiah 11:4. 
 
That is the anti-Christ.   

 

2nd Thessalonians 2:9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of 
Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,  
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They both perform miracles.  Jesus Christ performed miracles while he was on the earth.  When the anti-
Christ is on the earth he is going to perform miracles (2 Thessalonians 2:9, Revelation Chapters 13 and 
16). 
 
You shouldn’t forget that.  Was healing one of the sign gifts?  Can Satan heal people?  With people going 
around claiming to heal, you’d better be careful.  Do you know why?  That isn’t the program today.  Why 
would God want to do that kind of thing today?  Would that validate His Word today?  Would it make His 
Word more complete today?  No.  Is it something that is going to confirm that God is real and is working 
today?  No, it’s not part of the program today.  That is not the way God validates His Word today.  That 
is not the way God confirms His reality today.  God isn’t going to get anything out of it today; and all that 
anybody would get is confusion, because that isn’t the way He is working now; but it will be in the 
kingdom. 
 
Why did He heal in the kingdom program?  It is because He is going to bring a nation into a kingdom and 
restore health and longevity to them.  When the antichrist comes to set up his kingdom, he comes with 
all those physical signs to counterfeit what Christ will bring.  In Revelation 13:1 and 2, you see the 
antichrist.  Revelation 13:3  
 
The guy comes in with a bunch of religious activity that validates his claims.  They are false in the sense 
that God didn’t send them.   
 
Those people are lost because they are caught up in a lie.  And God sends them a strong delusion and 
gives them what they want.  They have some bad doctrine in there.  They believe a lie!  Ephesians 2:1-3. 

 

2nd Thessalonians 2:10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness 
in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved.  

Do you see why they don’t get saved?  They don’t want it.   

 

2nd Thessalonians 2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe a lie:  

Do you see how much that passage corresponds with Romans chapter 1?  What you have there is 
something happening in Romans 1 that refers to the beginning of “the times of ignorance.”  That system, 
that program, begins to develop back there in Time Past and continues until the antichrist shows up and 
culminates there.  Satan originates it, and the system becomes established among men, and the system 
builds and grows.  That system is called “the mystery of iniquity” in the ages to come.  The son of 
perdition, the man of sin, is the ultimate lie.  There is a man standing there saying, “I’m God,” and he is 
really the devil. 
 
“You have made lies your refuge”, you have trusted a falsehood and have you hid yourselves, they 
trusted a false covenant with a false Christ.  They made a covenant with death and hell”.  That’s the 
Antichrist.  
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2nd Thessalonians 2:12 That they all might be damned who believed 
not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.  

That isn’t God saying, “I choose you so you can be damned.”  No, God is saying, “Here is light; here is 
some knowledge; here is some information.”  And man said, “I don’t want it, I’ll work it out myself, I’m 
not interested.”  So God said, “Well, if you feel that way about it, okay!”  And God lets him go, and what 
you are seeing here is the result of that. 
 
God sent Israel a strong delusion.  That means that God Almighty was the author of falsehood to those 
who rejected the truth.  That is rough, folks, that’s rough.  God is not the author of sin.  You know that.  
The fact is that God will give you what you want.  If you want more light, God will give you some light.  
If you don’t want the light and you want darkness, then God will let you have what you want.  He isn’t 
going to cram something down your throat.  He isn’t going to make you take something you don’t want.   
 
When you come to that book, let Israel be an example to you.  They were God’s chosen people, a group 
of people that God had set His heart on; he chose the city from which he would reign; he gave them a 
deed to a piece of real estate  They were special, favored, but they said, “We don’t want it.  We will have 
Caesar.  Do you know who He gave them?  He gave them Caesar, and He is going to give them the devil, 
the anti-Christ.   
 
What that tells me is that when I come to that book, I’d better have a special attitude.  I’d better come 
and say, “Lord, You speak and I don’t care whom you cross.  If YOU contradict my grandma, that’s 
okay.”   
 
I sat on the porch with a fellow one time and, pointing, he said, “My granddaddy built that church down 
there.  My daddy was a deacon in that church and now I am a deacon in that church.  My boy is a 
deacon in that church.  My grandkids are going to be deacons in that church, and I don’t care what that 
Bible says, that church is right.  Do you know something, folks?  God Almighty fixed that book so if you 
come to it that way, you can find a verse and quote scripture to prove you and your church are right, but 
it still won’t be right.  That’s the living word of God, and it warns you that He’ll give you what you come 
for.  It depends on your heart attitude. 
 
Do you know what Israel did?  They didn’t want God’s will, so God fixed it so they couldn’t get it, but 
they would get what they wanted.   
 
That is spiritual judgment.  The Bible is the only book in the world that is going to give you a different 
answer depending on how you approach it.  It depends on your heart attitude when you come to that 
book.  You want to come and say, “Lord, you speak.  My system, my program, my ideas are all going to 
burn at the judgment seat of Christ; they’ll all go up in flames.  That book is going to stand, so Lord, you 
speak.”  
  
There are times when I act as though I am a little dogmatic and firm, and I tell you to go by the words 
on the page because I have to be able to read it.  God’s word isn’t some ethereal thing that floats around 
out there and mystifies everybody.  I want to see it written in black and white and check it out and get it 
that way.   
 
I tell you folks, when I have that book in front of me - whether I am studying it, teaching or preaching it 
or just looking at it lying on the table - I know that’s God’s book, the words of the Living God.  I know 
that the attitude with which I come to that book will determine what I get out of it.  If I want to be proud 
and contentious, I can be proud and contentious and quote scripture to you and it won’t make any 
difference about its authority.   
 



There are going to be people dying and cast out on the lake of fire quoting verses.  There are people all 
over this town, running up one side of the street and down the other, quoting Acts 2:38: “Repent and be 
baptized for the remission of sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”  They speak in tongues 
and get baptized, and what they want is to work for their salvation.  They take a verse from God’s word; 
they grab it and run with it like a bass with the bait.   
 
Do you know what is going to happen?  They are just going to fall off into the lake of fire with all the 
damned, quoting Acts 2:38 and be mad at God because He didn’t do what they believed He said.  The 
problem is that God never told them to do that, but they don’t care.   
 
You need to understand that.  That is what was happening to Israel here.   
 
Why did He speak to them in parables?  He spoke in parables because there were two groups in Israel.  
He wanted to blind the one group and conceal the truth from them, and He wanted to reveal it to the 
believers and build them up.  
 
Now, what were the parables about?  Come back to Matthew 13.  What is the topic being dealt with?  
Matthew 13:11 

 

Stand Firm 

2nd Thessalonians 2:13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God 
for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the 
beginning chosen you to salvation (Salvation from wrath) through sanctification 
of the Spirit and belief of the truth:  

No one ever gets saved unless God the Holy Spirit intervenes in his life first.  There is an idea that people 
go around and seek God.  You’ll never get to Him.  You have to have that message that the Holy Spirit 

brings (verse 14): “Whereunto he called you by our gospel.”  We are called by the gospel.  When you 
come and trust Christ as your Saviour, then you are one of those who are titled “the called.” 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:13 says: “But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of 
the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation [How did he choose them to 
salvation?] through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.”  How does a person get saved?  A 
person gets saved “through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.”  Without the Spirit of 

Almighty God operating, a man cannot get saved.   
 
Verse 13 is talking about the rapture.  Verses 1-12 are talking about the tribulation, and the Antichrist.  
Verse 13 – “But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, 
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of the truth.”  Personally, I believe the “salvation” in that verse is “salvation from the wrath to 
come” mentioned in verses 1-12.   

 
2 Thessalonians 2:13  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the 
Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit … 
 
Who is going to sanctify you?  God is going to sanctify you in 1 Thessalonians 5:23.  Then in 2 
Thessalonians 2:13 you have sanctification through the Spirit.  God the Holy Spirit is going to sanctify 
you.   
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Just remember that in Acts 5 there is a great proof text there, and there are a lot of others just like it, 
that demonstrate that the Holy Spirit is God:  God the Holy Spirit.  He is co-equal with the Father, and He 
is co-equal with the Son.  He is not an influence or an idea or an attitude.  He is a Person, and He is the 
Person of the Triune Godhead that indwells you.  You are personally indwelt by God the Holy Spirit.  He 
personally resides inside of you and communes with your spirit.  Isn’t that wonderful?  The way you know 
about it, and the way you enjoy it, and the way you gain the benefit of it, and the way you are 
strengthened by His Spirit in the inner man, is through the Word of God.  John 6:63 

 

2nd Thessalonians 2:14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

14  Whereunto [that is, unto salvation] he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

You see, God calls you by the gospel that Paul preached, to the obtaining of the glory of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.   In other words, He called you by the gospel to be a part of this group of people here [the body 
of Christ] who are going to obtain the same glory that Christ obtains out here [in the heavenlies] to be 
made joint heirs with Him.   So how are you called?  You are called by the gospel. 
 
Folks, you are called by the gospel.  Did you get that?   “Called according to His purpose.”   How did you 
get called?  You got called into Christ, how?  You are invited into Christ, how?  By the preaching of the 
gospel of the grace of God.  That gospel message is a life-bringing message.  The words are life.  The 
gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation.  It is the message that is preached; it is the doctrine 
by which God the Holy Spirit operates today—and that is important for you to see that.  I hope you do.    
 
Now this term, the called, or the term, the elect, is a title that refers to a special group of people.  It 
refers to believers.  Come back with me to Isaiah 42.  There is only one person in all of human history 
who was ever born on this earth, who, when He was born, his eternal destiny was already fixed ahead of 
time.  That person is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Isaiah 42:1 
 
Look at 2 Thessalonians 2:14: “Whereunto he called you [How did he call you?] by our gospel.”  That is 
the book – the message.  “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17).  
The Spirit of God works through the word and if the Spirit of God does not initiate the activity, the activity 
does not come.   
 
You do not just go sit on a stump and say, “Okay God I am ready for you to save me.”  That is like 
talking into the wind.  The Spirit of God works through the word.  The word of God is a life giving seed.  
Do you know what a seed does?  It has life within itself.   
 
I read an article a few years ago about an oriental person who made artificial rice.  And he held a 
contest, and he said, “I will wager so much money that nobody can tell the difference between my 
artificial rice and real rice.  You come and eat it, and I guarantee you cannot tell the difference.”  And he 
was right.  But one smart fellow came up and took the artificial rice and he said, “I guarantee you I can 
tell the difference.”  The man mixed them all up together and the man took them and he planted them in 
a flowerpot.  Now, do you know what the real rice did?  It came up because there is life in it.  The 
artificial rice did not do a thing. 
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The life is in the word because the word is the word of God.  The Spirit of God takes this life-giving 
message and uses that word to energize a man’s dead spirit.  And then uses it to enlighten his darkened 
soul.  The life is in the word of God.   
 
Verse 14 – “Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  Why did you get saved?  You got saved so you could obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
The idea there has to do with the rapture, and the inheritance, that you are going to have out there in 
the future. 

 

2nd Thessalonians 2:15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the 
traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.  

He said, if a man doesn't take the things that I have been teaching you, not the traditions of Rome and 
the church and a body of tradition and scholarship received from your elders, but the doctrine that I 
teach you in these books.  If he doesn't go by that, and he doesn't walk consistently with that, and he 

walks in a disruptive manner by refusing to submit himself to my authority, what do you do?  Withdraw 
yourself.  Get away from him.  You can't have fellowship with that guy in the local church.  2 
Thessalonians 3:14 
 
Verse 15 – “Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether 
by word, or our epistle.”  It says to “stand fast”.  How are you going to do it?  You can do it because God 
has chosen you from the beginning to share the glorification of his Son out there in the ages to come. 

 

2nd Thessalonians 2:16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, 
even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting 
consolation and good hope through grace,  

2nd Thessalonians 2:17 Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every 
good word and work.  

Notice that God has given you an everlasting consolation and good hope through grace.  Do you know 
what that hope is?   When you read about “the hope” in Paul's epistles, when he talks about “the hope” 
over and over again, he is talking about that blessed hope:  the rapture.  That is one of those category 
words, one of those words that describes a category of doctrine in Paul's epistles; and “the hope” is the 
rapture—the resurrection.  Hope is the receiving of the inheritance that God has promised you—that is 
our earnest expectation.   What are we looking for?   What is our expectation?  Our expectation is not a 
hole in the ground, it is not just to die and go to heaven; it is to get a glorified body, and to receive the 
inheritance that God has promised to us in Christ.  God has given us an everlasting consolation and good 
hope, and that everlasting consolation and hope does two things:   
 
It comforts your heart.  An everlasting consolation—you know what a consolation is, that is comfort.   
Hey, do you know what?  That is your ace in the hole, if you will allow me to use that terminology.  Do 
you know where your comfort down here is?   It is in knowing that all of that [rapture, resurrection, 
inheritance] is a sure thing.  
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Second, it will establish you in every good word and work.  Do you know what establishes you in every 
good word and work down here?   Knowing that [all that is involved with “the hope”] is a sure thing is 
what does it.   Hey folks, it does not make any difference what happens to you.  In the end it is just 
glory, because you are the called according to His purpose.  This ought to be a lot of comfort to you, and 
it ought to make you established in serving the Lord; because no matter what comes against you, God 
takes that and mixes it together with His purpose today, which is forming the body of Christ, and 
preparing a perfect people to represent the Lord Jesus Christ in the ages to come. He mixes that together 
in the details of your life so that it comes out over here for your good.   Brother, that is fantastic!  That is 
wonderful!   
 
That is why Romans 8:28 is called the soft pillow of the Bible, and that works on the basis of sound 
doctrine.  Do you remember Romans 5?  He talks about security, he says:  we know that tribulation 
works patience.   He says:  the way you know that that stuff back there, (God's dealings, the things back 
in chapter 5),  isn't God being angry, is that you operate on the basis of what you know about 
justification.  The way you know as a believer that the present suffering isn't going to stop you, is that 
you operate on the basis of your sonship privilege and position.  You know some things, and as you 
operate on the basis of sound doctrine about who God has made you in Christ, it gives you stability.   
 
We have some knowledge about our inheritance in Christ that when properly utilized, gives us stability 
and endurance in present suffering; in fact, we are tough.   Didn't I tell you last week about being tough?   
God wants you to be tough, He wants you to be comforted and encouraged and established—stabilized.  
He does not want you to be tossed to and fro, He wants you stabilized.  That is just another way of 
saying:  be tough man, tough it out.  You have the assets to do it.    
 
Verses 16-17 – “Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and 
hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, Comfort your hearts, and stablish 
you in every good word and work”.   
 
That everlasting consolation and good hope that God has given you through grace comforts you, and 
stabilizes you, in good works and words.  Do you know what the consolation is for you?  There is a 
comfort in your salvation.  You have an ace in the hole.   
 
Do you know what your ace in the hole is?  It doesn't make any difference how bad it gets.  It doesn't 
make any difference what happens down here.  In the end, it is just glory for you!  Now, can’t that get 
you through?  No matter how bad it gets down here, just look it square in the face and laugh and say, 
“It’s glory for me brother, in the end!”  And isn’t the end what counts?   
 
The source of encouragement against fainting, and giving up, and growing weary, and being intimidated 
is that everlasting consolation and good hope through grace.  It is the helmet of salvation (Ephesians 
6:17).   

 

 

2nd Thessalonians: 3 

Pray for Us 

2nd Thessalonians 3:1 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of 
the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you:  
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2nd Thessalonians 3:2 And that we may be delivered from 
unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith.  

Pray for us! Why?  Pray for us that we might have courage, and that the word might have free course, 

and that there might not be anything out there stopping the word.  What would stop the word?  It is 

talking about stopping the word from coming out, stopping his utterance.  And, that it may “be glorified.”   

 
If you look in Acts 13, you will see that “the word being glorified” has to do with it being published 
throughout the region, the territory – the word be published everywhere.  He is talking about boldness, 
and courage to get it out and opportunities to share it. 
 
2 Thessalonians 3:2: “And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men 
have not faith.”  Do you know good men are always reasonable?  That is a fact.  He is talking about 
courage in the face of that kind of opposition.  What does he want them to pray for?  He wants them to 
pray to get the word out, to focus on that and pray about that.   
 
And I say to you again, that you have to remember how prayer works today.  Prayer is not something 
where you (through your intensity) are going to gain some physical advantage from God that somebody 
else does not have.  It is a spiritual ministry today.  God is not sheltering you from pain, and poverty, and 
adverse circumstances just because you pray.  The issue in prayer, whether it is evangelism or 
edification, focuses on the saint.  And it focuses on the saint being built up in the faith and functioning 
properly in relationship to lost men with regard to evangelism.  Philippians 1:19 

 

2nd Thessalonians 3:3 But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, 
and keep you from evil.  

2nd Thessalonians 3:4 And we have confidence in the Lord touching 
you, that ye both do and will do the things which we command you.  

2nd Thessalonians 3:5 And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of 
God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.  

Warning Against Idleness 

2nd Thessalonians 3:6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother 
that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of 
us.  

Now, there is a tradition. There is something that is maintained historically.  What is that tradition that 
we received of Paul?  Verse 14. 
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6  Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, [Do you think this is something 
that you ought to do?  You get that idea, don't you?] that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother 
that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.  
 
Where did you get the tradition from Paul?  Look back at 2 Thessalonians 2:15.  2 Thessalonians 2:15 
 
Now you see that issue – once someone has confirmed himself to be disorderly and unruly and refuses 
instruction then there is another reaction you are to have.  In each situation you have to have the 
capacity as a son of God (and as an ambassador for the Lord Jesus Christ) to discern the necessary and 
the appropriate response.  I keeping telling you, “As a son, God expects you to discern the will of God in 
these details.”   
 
How do you do that?  You do it on the basis of grace.  And even when you come to the place (and it is 
way down the road, but maybe the place will come) when you have to withdraw yourself from this 
brother, why do you do it?  So as not just to confirm him, because that is the way human nature does it.  
Human nature will cause them to string you along.  If your old sin nature can avoid accountability by 
coming that close and not doing anything, it will do that.  You better not put up with that in yourself for 
one minute.  You cannot keep looking at something and saying, “I know I should get right.”  It is not 
what you know, but it is what you do about what you know.  And that is what will make a change.  You 
can know all those things, but growth does not take place by how much knowledge you have in your 
head, but it takes place by what you put in your soul and what you make a part of your walk.   
 
Now the process of grace motivation is the continuous process of watch-care in the interaction of the 
believer.  That is why the local church is so important.  We have a responsibility for one another and to 
one another.  And it is a continuous process.  
  
One of the primary ways that the body of Christ takes on the characteristics of a living organism fighting 
against sin is for its members to continually utilize the carefrontation for both the preventive maintenance 
(that is just the proper functioning) and the crisis management.  But it is as you utilize these two issues 
of carefrontation (warning and teaching) then the body functions together in its fight against sin in its 
midst and in the walk of the believers.  And then you have an impact on the world around you because of 
the purity of your walk. 

 

2nd Thessalonians 3:7 For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: 
for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you;  

2nd Thessalonians 3:8 Neither did we eat any man's bread for nought; 
but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we might not 
be chargeable to any of you:  

2nd Thessalonians 3:9 Not because we have not power, but to make 
ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us.  

2nd Thessalonians 3:10 For even when we were with you, this we 
commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.  
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Paul said, “If a man doesn't work, don’t let him eat.”  That will take care of it.  Do you know what he will 
do?  He will go to work.   
 
One time I read a book about Moody.  And back when Moody lived here, he said that people began to 
come by begging and wanting money, and so forth.  And Moody decided it was wrong to give them 
money.  He had a woodpile outside the church, so instead of giving them money, he offered to pay one 
of these men to cut that wood.  And he said he went all winter and never got the wood cut.   
 
Do you know what that is?  If a man doesn't work, don’t let him eat.  If the man couldn’t get anything to 
eat without working, he would work.  Except this man knew he could go on down the road and get it 
from somebody else.  Well, the idea then is to just let him go on down the road.  He will quit going on 
the down the road if people quit giving it to him.   
 
Your charity is not to promote or encourage idleness because that just leads to sin.   
 
2 Thessalonians 3:10  For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not 
work, neither should he eat. 
 
That is the program that works today, and if you know something about rightly dividing the Word, you 
don’t have to bankrupt yourself on the basis of a social gospel.  My point to you is not just that, but it’s 
the fact that what is going on here in Acts 4 is something fantastic.  These people are experiencing that 
kingdom program in their midst, where they are of one soul, and they are of one heart, and the blessings 
of that new covenant have welded them together, for the Spirit of God has come and taken possession of 
them, and even their own personal possessions are all in common.  They treat them all as though they 
belonged to everybody.  It is a wonderful thing.   
 
You and I know something of that unity in the body of Christ.  We experience it.  Of course the difference 
with us is that what is given to these people by direct empowerment of God the Holy Spirit, they are 
filled, and these things happen, and it’s an automatic kind of thing.  For us He never says we are just 
filled with the Holy Spirit, but it is a command, an exhortation for us to attain.  Ephesians 5:18 

 

2nd Thessalonians 3:11 For we hear that there are some which walk 
among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies.  

2nd Thessalonians 3:12 Now them that are such we command and 
exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat 
their own bread.  

Do you see that “quietness” there?  That is the issue.  The idea “let the woman learn in silence” (1 
Timothy 2:11), is about being sparing, not talkative, not being rebellious against what she has been 
taught.   

 

2nd Thessalonians 3:13 But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.  
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Paul is commanding them in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ to do some things; and he says that if the 
man does not obey our word, (the issue is the epistle that he is writing), that they are to have no 
company with him.   
 
People, the only traditions that are binding on a believer today are the traditions that are found in Paul’s 
epistles.  Doing anything else is not what God has authorized, and you are not to be bound by anything 
else.  Don’t detract from or add anything else to the things that God has given you.  Let me tell you 
something:  adhering to Paul’s teachings only won’t rob you of a thing.  You will have so many things to 
do, if you do what Paul tells you to do, that you won’t have time to worry about those things that you 
think might be lost to you.   
 
I’ll tell you what to do:  you spend some time in 1 Thessalonians 5, Romans 12, Colossians 3, and 
Ephesians 4.  It will take a week for you to write down all the things he tells you to do in those chapters.  
In case you think you will lose out on some instructions, write them out and you’ll spend a lifetime 
learning how to put those things into practice.  You’ll have plenty to do.  Those are the traditions that he 
gives us for godly edification which is by faith.  He’s talking about taking the doctrines of grace and 
seeing them live in your life. 
 
So you have to be very careful about tradition.  If tradition could invalidate the worship of the Pharisees, 
it could do it for you, so it is important to watch out for that.  It is important not to be bound by anything 
except by the word of God.   
 
14  And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, [Does that sound like “mark him” in 
Romans 16:17?  Identify him, and what?] and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. 
 
You can not have happy companionship in a local assembly with people who are teaching doctrine 
contrary to the doctrine that you have received from the apostle Paul, that he may be ashamed.  You can 
not cooperate with him, or with his doctrine.   
 
Bad doctrine produces bad conduct.  In this passage these people have not submitted themselves to 
Paul's doctrine, and their walk is affected as a result.  So the two really go together eventually; but on 
either or both of those things, you have to be careful.  Erring brethren, whether it is in deportment, or 
public open sin, it has to be separated from.  Contrary doctrine, that has to be separated from.  In our 
next lesson, I want you to see, in Romans 16, the attitude with which that is to be done.  Didn't he just 
tell you in Romans 16:16 to salute one another with a holy kiss?  First he tells you to have a strong love 
one for another, then in these next two verses he is not turning around and telling you to be hateful to 
one another, is he?   
 
The doctrine of separation is to be exercised in the spirit of grace and love.  It is the doctrine of a broken 
heart, and the doctrine of a weeping heart.  No man ever preaches separation, and no man ever 
practices separation, doing it for the Lord, to make a name for himself, or a mark for himself, because it 
is too costly.  There are a lot of folks who are just ornery, mean, nasty, insecure, and all that; and I am 
not talking about that.  I am talking about doing it for the Lord.  It is a heavy doctrine.  I can tell you 
personally, as an individual my spirit rebels against it; and yet it has to be done.  So we have to do it as 
unto the Lord.   
 

 

2nd Thessalonians 3:14 And if any man obey not our word by this 
epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be 
ashamed.  
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2nd Thessalonians 3:15 Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish 
him as a brother.  

Benediction 

2nd Thessalonians 3:16 Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace 
always by all means. The Lord be with you all.  

2nd Thessalonians 3:17 The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, 
which is the token in every epistle: so I write.  

2nd Thessalonians 3:18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. Amen.  
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