
55 The Book of 2nd Timothy 

2 Timothy demonstrates the ruin of the church in the latter days – in the last days of the dispensation of 
grace. 

Greeting 

2nd Timothy: 1 (66 ad) 

2nd Timothy 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, 
according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus,  

2nd Timothy 1:2 To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and 
peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Somebody asked, “Why did he write grace, mercy, and peace?”  In all the other epistles he writes “grace 
and peace”.  And the answer that is usually given, and I guess you have heard it, “Pastors need mercy 
added in there.”  Now you do not fully understand that now, but 20 years from now you will say, “Amen.”  
And you will tell others that too.   

 

Guard the Deposit Entrusted to You 

2nd Timothy 1:3 I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with 
pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in 
my prayers night and day;  

2nd Timothy 1:4 Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy 
tears, that I may be filled with joy;  

Now you get the idea, don’t you?  Timothy is bawling.  The young boy is discouraged.  
 
Our topic in this lesson is “Satan’s Plan B.”  And we are looking in 2 Timothy 1.  Timothy has a friend that 
is praying for him, and the friend is the apostle Paul.  And Paul is aware of the problems Timothy is 
having – the conflicts in his ministry, the tears that he is shedding.  Timothy’s ministry is in a very low 
ebb, and Paul is expressing confidence in Timothy, in spite of Timothy’s difficulties. 

 

2nd Timothy 1:5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is 
in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother 
Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also.  
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2nd Timothy 1:6 Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir 
up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.  

He says, “Hey, Timothy stir up your ministry.”  Those words “stir up” are words that can be described in 
the following way.  Let’s say you go out to the campfire, and the flames are down and the coals are 
there, so you throw a new log on it.  Well, that new log will just lie there.  But you can take the poker, 
and stir up the coals, and what will happen?  The tops of those coals cool off, and the heat is down 
underneath.  And when you stir those coals up and you get the red-hot part up by that log, off it will go 
again.  And he is saying, “Timothy stir your ministry up.”   
 
Timothy’s ministry has almost shut down.  He has gotten under Satan’s Plan B.  He did not fall for Plan A 
– he did not cut the message, he did not violate the word.  He stood for the word.  But he has gotten 
under plan B, and he is discouraged.  And he has just about quit.   
If you know the message and you quit preaching it, it isn’t a lot more effective than if you don’t know it, 
is it?   
 
I want you to see that in detail in the next lesson.  We will go down through the antidotes that Paul 
gives, as he explains to Timothy, in verses 7 and following, what happened to him.  He explains what 
Satan’s policy is, and how it is trying to stop him and trying to get him discouraged.  And then, he will 
explain how God has equipped him not to be discouraged.  And this will be something that is critical for 
you in the days ahead. 
 
In other words, not only was Paul a praying friend, but Timothy had a wonderful gift.  He had a gift that 
Paul recognized, and that others had recognized, and Paul did not desire to just let Timothy fall by the 
wayside.  So he said, “stir up” the gift.  The idea in “stirring it up” is like going out to the campfire when 
the coals have burned down.  You stir it up to get it going again.  You fan the flame. 
 
He says in 2 Timothy 1:6 – “Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which 
is in thee by the putting on of my hands.”  You get stirred up.  Do you understand what that is talking 
about?  You get the ministry and the activity going, and the movement going.  The words “stir up” mean, 
“get the coals and the fire flaming again”.   
 
The word “quench” is more like “throw water on the fire and put it out”.  Don’t do things that hamper, 
and discourage, and intimidate, and stop the ministry from going on in the local assembly.  That is what 
he is talking about.   
 
So when he is talking about “quenching the Spirit”, he is not talking about something that you, 
personally, do to the indwelling Holy Spirit, like grieving him.  But, he is talking about not letting your 
demeanor, and your activity, and your participation in the assembly be something that slows it down and 
hinders it.  Rather, let it be something that enhances and stirs it up.  Do you see that? 
 
Well, that was a commercial to start this lesson with that did not cost you anything, but I did not want to 
fail to mention that to you. 
 
 

 

2nd Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind.  
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Timothy’s ministry has hit a snag.  It is almost shut down, and he is discouraged.  And he is down in the 
dumps (crying and bellyaching).  You have never been that way, have you?  But you will get that way.  I 
guarantee it!  That is something that comes in the ministry.   
And the reason Paul tells him to get “stirred up” is verse 7: “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear.”  
The spirit of fear is the thing that got Timothy stymied.  God did not give him the spirit of fear.  God gave 
him the spirit of power, and the spirit of love, and the spirit of a sound mind.   
 
In other words, the battle in the ministry, and the thing that is going to stop your ministry or keep your 
ministry going, is a mental attitude.  God does not give you the mental attitude of fear, but God gives 
you the mental attitude of power,  of love, and of a sound mind. 
Now it is important to understand what he is talking about when he says “fear.”  The Greek word “fear” is 
not “phobia, the fear of a phobia.”  Rather, it is talking about “cowardice, timidity.” 
 
Somebody said that the book of Timothy could be called “Timely tips to Timothy in tempestuous times.”  
And that is a good title.  Timothy is a timid man.  He is somebody who is easily intimidated, someone 
who is easily overwhelmed by the circumstances around him.  And that is the idea.  The idea is 
intimidation and being overwhelmed.  Turn to 2 Corinthians 7:4-6    
 
Now you are going to see that same kind of thing in 2 Timothy 1.  What you have here is the issue of 
intimidation.  And Paul, and Timothy, and every man of God, everybody that ever gets into the ministry, 
and every Christian, but especially every person in the position of Christian leadership, gets faced with 
this problem of intimidation.  It is what I call Plan B of the adversary.   
 
You are familiar with Plan A – that is the Galatian problem.  Satan’s Plan A is to try to get you to fall apart 
at the seams, try to get you to be bewitched and to remove yourself from God’s grace into some false 
doctrine.  The Galatians just fell apart at the seams under the pressure of false doctrine.  A false 
message was given to them.  They were bewitched.  They became foolish, and they quit thinking about 
grace, and they quit walking in grace.  We studied that in great detail in the first semester.  The reason I 
studied that with you in such great detail is that that issue is the first attempt that Satan uses to get you 
off the doctrine.  He tries to get you to remove yourself from grace and from standing in the position you 
have in Christ.  
 
Satan cannot move you out of Christ, but he wants to cause you to not stand in the grace and in the 
position that you have in Christ.  He wants to trick you, (bewitch you, cast a spell over you) to get out of 
it.   
 
But if that does not work, he has another plan.  First, he goes after the message, but then he has Plan B.  
And Plan B is – he goes after the messenger.  If you stay true to the message, he says, “Okay I will 
discourage you, and intimidate you, and go after you!”  That constant pressure, that constant 
persecution, has its affect of shaking your mind.  It tempts you to throw in the towel.  That is the idea.  
If he can constantly keep that pressure on you, and constantly keep the persecution, and the suffering, 
and the opposition on you, it has an affect on you – it shakes your confidence.  And it tempts you to say, 
“I will just quit.  I will get mad and quit!”  I will not get mad and get over it.  I will get mad and quit, or I 
will get discouraged and quit.   
 
Do you remember what I told you was the big problem in depression?  Do you remember that formula I 
gave you?  It is “self-pity, intimidation.”  Anybody (including you) that is depressed is feeling sorry for 
themselves.  There is not any other reason that you get depressed.  The reason you are depressed is 
because you feel sorry for yourself.  Do you got that?  Write that down so you do not forget it, so next 
time you get depressed just tell yourself, “The reason I am depressed is sin.”  And the middle letter of sin 
is my problem.  So I am going to take that middle letter out, and go on with my life.    
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Now, this tactic of intimidation was the tactic that Satan was using against the Thessalonians.  Satan was 
putting Plan B into operation at Thessalonica.  The Thessalonians were an excellent church.  And it was a 
confident church.  And it was a church that received the word in much persecution and bereavement and 
stood for it.  And they would not move away from the confidence that they had received in the gospel.  
And so Satan is using Plan B on the Thessalonians.  1 Thessalonians 3:1 
 
Now turn back to 2 Timothy 1:7: “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; [that spirit of inadequacy, 
that spirit of intimidation] but [he has given us the spirit] of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.  
The word “spirit” there is the word “spirit” in the sense of “attitude.”  There is not an individual spirit (a 
living creature).  But, it is the mental attitude of power, love, and a sound mind.   
 
I cannot impress this on you enough – God does not give you the feeling of intimidation and inadequacy.  
What does he give you?  He gives you the spirit of power – the mental attitude of being capable to 
handle anything that comes your way, capable of handling any oppostion that comes your way.  You are 
not going to be overwhelmed by it.  
 
Paul says “with out were troubles and within were fears.”  And he describes himself in that condition as 
being “cast down, depressed, overcome.”  But God did not give him that spirit.  God would have given 
him the spirit of power, the spirit of being adequate for the task at hand.  2 Thessalonians 1:11: 

 

2nd Timothy 1:8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of 
our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions 
of the gospel according to the power of God;  

2 Timothy 1:8: “Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord.”  Do not be ashamed.  
Why?  Do not be ashamed because of what he said in verse 7 – because he has given you the spirit of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind, not the attitude of fear and intimidation.  Therefore, do not be 
ashamed.   

 
Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.” 
 
Ephesians 3:13: “Wherefore I desire that ye faint not.” 
 
Galatians 6:9: “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” 
 

The idea in being ashamed is that you are intimidated into inaction.  You are intimidated into silence – 
not speaking.  You are intimidated into quitting – stopping.  Now gentlemen, you are going to face it.  I 
just have to tell you that you are going to face this opposition constantly.  And most of the time, you are 
going to face Plan A and Plan B all at the same time.  Because the world system out there is designed to 
give you Plan B right in the kisser, and the religious system is designed to give you Plan A right in the 
kisser.  And you are going to be paying attention to Plan A and Plan B is going to hit you.  And then you 
are going to start paying attention to Plan B, and Plan A is going to hit you.  And it is a double punch all 

the time. 
 
And you have to understand, and you have to remember what the work of the ministry really is that God 
called you to do.  And that is the only answer.  You have to understand what God called you to do as a 
pastor, or as a teacher, or as a believer, and a witness.  You have to remember what the work of the 
local church is all about.   
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1 Timothy and Titus have been quite clear on what the local church is and what its responsibilities are.  
You should not have any question at this point in your life, or in your mind, or in this course anyway. 
 
In 1 Timothy 3:14-16 Paul summarizes what the local church is: 1 Timothy 3:14-16 
 
Now go back to 2 Timothy 1:8.  There are two things involved here.  “Be not thou therefore ashamed 
[Don’t quit, don’t be intimidated into silence.] of [1] the testimony of our Lord, [2] nor of me his prisoner: 
but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God.” 
 
Number one, do not be ashamed of the testimony, or the message, of the risen Christ.  Be sure that the 
message that you preach is the right message.  You want to always be sure that what you preach about 
Christ is the right thing.  You want to preach Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery. 
There is a lot of preaching today about Jesus.  They preach about him being a great man, a great healer, 
a great miracle worker, but they do not preach the right things about him, and therefore their preaching 
is in vain.  It is valueless, and there is not purpose to it at all.  In fact, it is a deception.  You want to be 
careful that your message is the right message. 
 
You say, “Well, why would he tell Timothy that?”  Look back at Ephesians 6 at that passage we just 
looked at, verses 19 and 20.  He is not afraid that he does not know the right doctrine.  What he wants 
to do is have the power and the conviction, the confidence to preach the doctrine that he knows, in an 
accurate and clear manner.   
 
Do you understand that it is possible to be intimidated by fear?  And do you know one of the greatest 
intimidations you are going to have is the intimidation of loneliness?  You are going to get out there, and 
the adversary is going to make you feel that you are all by your little lonesome.  And that is isolation and 
loneliness.  Fear and loneliness can intimidate you, to the extent that the presentation of the word, as 
you give it, is blurred and ineffective.  And he is saying, “Do not be ashamed of the message that the 
risen Lord gave for us to preach.”   
That is why he says in 2 Timothy 2:13-15, “Guard the deposit.”   
 
Number two, he says, “Don’t be ashamed of me, the Lord’s prisoner” (1:8).  
 
Now if you look at verses 16 to 18, you will see a commentary on that.  There are two things not to be 
ashamed of: 
 
The message of the risen Christ. 
The messenger of the risen Christ. 
 
In other words, be loyal to the word rightly divided, but also (Timothy) be loyal to Paul.  Now, you and I 
cannot be loyal to Paul because he is not here.  But what can we be loyal to?  Can’t we be loyal to those 
who stand for the word rightly divided?  Sure we can.  And that is why he puts that little thing at the end 
of the chapter about loyalty to him in verses 15 to18. 
 
Listen folks, there are two things you want to do.  He says, “Do not be ashamed, do not quit, do not be 
intimidated in the silence and the inaction.  But, go on.  There are two things you are going to wind up 
being ashamed of – the message, and the messengers.  The word rightly divided, the details of the 
gospel just get blurred, and you do not want to stand out because of it and so forth.  And the other thing 
will be the messengers – the people that stand for the word rightly divided.  You need to take your stand 
confidently for the word rightly divided and consistently with those men that stand with that message.  
That is the kind of people you want to have in your local church.  That is the kind of people that you 
want to be associated within the extended ministry of your local church into other areas.   
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Now, notice that he says in verse 8: “but be thou partaker [be active, be out here in partnership and 
partaking of what?] the afflictions of the gospel.”  He is saying that when you do what I am telling you, 
and you exercise the mental attitude of power, and of love, and of a sound mind, there is a price to pay.  
And when you are out here unashamed and boldly testifying the message of the risen Lord, and standing 
with the messengers, those that are loyal to the word rightly divided, there is going to be a price to pay.   
 
What did he tell the Thessalonians?  “Do not be moved by these afflictions because you know you are 
appointed to them.”  You know there is a price to pay, if you stand for the word for the Lord.  So when it 
comes, what do you do?  If you know it is going to come, and you expect it to come, when it comes, 
does it catch you off guard?  Does it surprise you?  No!  Does it look like this big insurmountable object 
that is coming down the road – this problem?   
 
What is your response?  I don’t know why they are doing it to me.  Poor little old me, I can’t understand 
why anybody would do that to me.  I mean “I” tried so hard to do this and “I” tried so hard to do that, 
and if they just appreciated who I was and what I was, they wouldn’t feel that way about me and what 
I’m trying to do.  Am I right?  It happens to everybody, doesn't it?  When it comes, what do you do? 
 
You say, “No, no, no you misunderstand that is not a problem, that is not an obstacle, that is not a 
difficulty, that is an opportunity.”  And in your ministry if you will learn to look at what your old nature 
says are problems, and look at them as opportunities, you will change the mental attitude of fear and 
being ashamed to the mental attitudes of power, and of love, and a sound mind.  If you will operate on 
the basis of what is really a clear, scripturally sound-minded basis (a renewed mind basis of evaluating 
the thing) you will see that it is not a problem but an opportunity.  If you use the knowledge that you 
have about what God is doing accurately and precisely, you will see it is not a problem, it is an 
opportunity.  And that will turn you from being negative toward the problems, to being opportunistic with 
the problems.  Whoopee, here is another problem to get through and to endure!  Can’t you choose to 
look at it that way?   
 
Let me tell you something, every time you got mad, you chose to get mad.  Every time you got 
depressed, you chose to get depressed.  That is your choice.  And if you can choose to get mad, you can 
choose to be glad.  I know you can because I do it day in and day out.  I am not any better at than you 
are.  Every time you choose to get depressed, you can choose not to be depressed.  Now that does not 
mean your emotions just jump right into line.  But it does mean your mental attitude can control your 
emotions like they are supposed to be controlled.   
 
If you live under the habitual tyranny of your emotions, and your feelings, and are looking by sight, you 
can get over it.  You are just in the habit of it, and you can get out of the habit.  If you have a bad habit, 
how do you get over it?  You just quit.  And that does not mean you are going to quit immediately, but 
every time you catch yourself, you stop.  And you do the right thing.  And if you are in the habit of letting 
your emotions run you, then you can take control, but you just have to want to take control of them.  
 
But it feels a lot better to just wallow in self-pity, and false humility, and talk about how terrible it is that 
I am being treated like this, rather than get up and be a partaker of the benefit, and go out and partake 
of the afflictions of the gospel.  Go out and just be an active participant in the afflictions. 
 
Now come back to Galatians 5 and let me show “the afflictions of the gospel.”  And brother, there are 
some afflictions.  I hope you understand that.  And most of us act like we do not know much about them.  
Usually, most of the problems you and I have are just problems that are self-induced.  But when you 
stand for the gospel of grace, and you stand for grace in the daily life, you are going to find some 
afflictions associated with it.   
 
Somebody comes along and does something to you and makes you mad.  That guy had no right to do 
that etc.  I have the opportunity to say, “That is not a problem, that is an opportunity.”  I now have the 
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opportunity to do something I could not do before.  I could not forgive that guy before because he didn’t 
offend me, but now that he has offended me, I have got the wonderful opportunity to practice Ephesians 
4:32 and forgive him as God for Christ’s sake forgave me.   
 
But you would rather nurse that hurt, wouldn’t you?  Rather than looking at that as a wonderful 
opportunity to do something you could not do before, you choose to be mad.  Thank you mister for 
offending me because before you did that I couldn’t forgive you, and now I can.  Now I can enjoy the 
blessings of being a forgiving person to you.   
 
Do you see how adequately God has equipped you to handle those problems?  You will have 
opportunities to handle these problems when you get in board meetings, and you get in local churches 
where you have to rub up against each other, and get frustrated by each other and get the friction and 
the warmth going.  And the greatest discipline you will ever have in the Christian life is functioning 
together with other members of the body of Christ, and a local assembly, for the works sake and for the 
glory of God.   
 
But you see it is that mental attitude of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.  The mental attitude of 
understanding, accurately and precisely, your adequacy and being motivated on the basis of what God 
values and esteems (grace motivation) to do it.  And don’t be ashamed of the message, and don’t quit 
preaching the message just because of the opposition.  And don’t be ashamed of the people that stand 
for the word rightly divided.  But go out and be a partaker of it.  Now the afflictions of the gospel are 
real.  Galatians 5:11 
 
I tried to show you in the last lesson how Timothy’s ministry has hit the skids.  It is almost closed down, 
and he has almost basically just quit.  Satan’s Plan B has overcome him.  If Satan cannot operate on Plan 
A (to get you to deny, or cut, or curb, or change the message) then he goes after the messenger.  And 
his focal point is that he will try to discourage you, and intimidate you, and cause you to quit.  And that 
discouragement and intimidation of the adversary had basically overcome Timothy.   
 
So Paul, seeking to stir him up, reminds him that God hasn’t given us the spirit of fear – of being 
intimidated by the adversary.  But rather, he has given us that spirit of power – adequacy of being able 
and capable to do the job.  He has given us the spirit of love, of having an understanding of how God 
values and esteems the ministry.  You have the divine viewpoint – the estimation of what the work is 
about.  And you have a sound mind – the ability to properly evaluate the situation. 
 
And he says, “Because you have been thus equipped, be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of 
our Lord, nor of me his prisoner.”  Do not be ashamed of the testimony of the risen Christ or of the 
messenger of the risen Christ.  Be loyal both to the word rightly divided and to Paul.  You want to be 
loyal to the word, and also be loyal to those who stand for the word rightly divided.   
 
And we will see in these passages how Paul uses a very touching illustration about some people’s loyalty 
to him.  You have a responsibility not only to be loyal to the word rightly divided unto the Lord, but also 
to take your stand with those who stand for the truth.   
 
In other words, there is a joint standing together of people, and of ministers, and of ministries.  You are 
not just off on an island unto yourself, but you are involved with other people that love the word rightly 
divided and that stand clearly for it and are not ashamed.   
 
Now the second part of verse 8: “but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel.”  And we talked 
about that in the last lesson, how there are afflictions associated with the gospel that you are to partake 
of.  You are to be a willing participant and partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power 
of God.  There are going to be periods of spiritual highs, and spiritual lows, in your ministry.  You will see 
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it in the ministry of the church at large.  You will see it in the ministry of your local church.  You will 
experience it in your own life.  We call them “dry spells.”   
 
And you will find that probably one of the greatest things that the adversary is going to use on you, to 
intimidate you, is the sense of loneliness that is derived from preaching and teaching the truth and the 
word of God.   
 
The man of God has to learn to endure things, and hardness, and difficulties.  And one of the most 
difficult things that you are going to find in your ministry is a sense of loneliness, a sense that I am all by 
myself in what I am doing.  There is just “me” and maybe a handful of people (and often not even that).   
 
And you have to know how to function in each of these kinds of situations without being duped into 
thinking that you are the issue, because you are not the issue.  And as soon as you think you are the 
issue, then self-pity is going to set in.  And you will begin to pity yourself and get depressed, and then 
you will be stopped.  You will be stuck in the mud.  If the adversary can get you to feel sorry for yourself 
and be self-defensive, or self-justifying, or self-centered (either passively or aggressively) then he has 
you hooked up in these things. 
 
Now, verse 8: “but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God.”  Look 
over at 2 Timothy 4:16-17. 
 
And where is the battle fought?  It is fought, first, right between your ears.  You already have the victory, 
and you are just to stand in it, and to enjoy it, and to appropriate it.  And when your mental attitude is 
not that of the renewed mind, and you do not understand how God empowers a believer today through 
the word rightly divided, through the application and the activity of that renewed mind, you will not 
partake of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God.   
 
If you do not understand how the believer is empowered today, then you might partake of the afflictions 
of the gospel, but you will not do it according to the power of God.  So, you will not do it according to the 
adequacy that God has given you in Christ to stand there.  You might partake of the afflictions, but 
instead of being stabilized and standing there in the adequate position that you have in Christ, and with 
the resources that you have, you will be overcome by it and destroyed.  The “power” in verse 8 goes 
back to verse 7. 
 
I want you to compare a passage of scripture.  2 Corinthians 6:3-5 is a tremendous passage about the 
credentials of the ministry and the way the work of the ministry carries on.  2 Corinthians 6:3-5. 
 
Go back to 2 Timothy 1:8: “but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of 
God.”  Now, you have to know how God empowers a believer today, and he does that through the word 
rightly divided.  So, he is going to describe to you that power of God in verses 9-12.   
 
You ought not to be ashamed of the doctrine that God has given us to preach and you ought not to be 
ashamed of the people who stand and preach it.  You ought to be proud and happy and glad to stand 
with people who stand true to the doctrines that God has given to us to preach.  You ought to be glad to 
do that.   
 
There’s a saying in the world: “If you don’t hang together, you will hang separately.”  They are trying to 
embarrass Him.  (He had some disciples He could be embarrassed about, didn’t He?)  John 18:20-23 
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2nd Timothy 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and 
grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, (Before 

the world began) 

God did not call you according to what you were doing, but he called you according to his purpose (what 
he’s doing) and his grace “which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.”  Before the world 
began, God had a purpose, and he had a program in Christ. 

 

2nd Timothy 1:10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life 
and immortality to light through the gospel:  

2nd Timothy 1:11 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an 
apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.  (For the Gentiles) 

That information is made known through the apostle Paul.  That is why it is called his eternal purpose.  It 
stretches back into eternity past and extends out into eternity future.  Titus 1:2  

 

2nd Timothy 1:12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: 
nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day.  

What do you mean, “he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him?”   Do you see that issue, 
that word “commitment”?  It has to do with him giving it to you for your safekeeping.  Paul says, “He is 
able to keep (to protect, to preserve) that which I have committed unto him (my soul) against that day.  
Well when God committed the word of reconciliation to you, he gave it to you as a trust.  It is something 
that he gave to you for a purpose.  Now let’s look at 1 Thessalonians 2:4. 
 
Now verse 12: “For the which cause.”  He has described to you what God is doing today, what God’s 
program is today (verses 9-11).  And he says because of that “I also suffer these things.”  In other 
words, he is saying that suffering is a part of our holy calling.  God has a purpose and he has a program, 
and we are part of it.  And suffering is part of it.  So, the idea is – let God work out that purpose.  Do not 
chafe against it.  Do not get upset against it.  You know you are a part of what God is doing, and when 
the suffering comes, recognize that suffering as something that you are appointed unto because of the 
fallen world you live in.  As a member of the body of Christ, you are appointed to that, and you are part 
of what God is doing – part of his eternal purpose.   
 
And what a program it is (verses 9 and 10) – that is some program, bring “life and immortality to light 
through the gospel.”  That is something else.  Go back before the foundation of the world and talk about 
a purpose that God had, in his grace, to form the body of Christ and make us a part of what he is doing.  
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And he is going to use us in the ages to come, and is now made manifest.  And now we have it through 
the word rightly divided through Paul’s ministry here.   
 
And because of what God is doing today, we are going to suffer trouble.  You get out there, and you 
preach that book rightly divided, and you are going to have problems and difficulties.   
 
And he says in verse 12, “nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.”  Paul says, 
“The reason that I suffer is real clear – it is the gospel.”  Do you know why I suffer?  It is not because I 
am a cantankerous mean old goat.  Now if you are a cantankerous mean old goat, then you should suffer 
for being that way, and have the problems for that and admit it.  But, when you are out there serving the 
Lord and living like a member of the body of Christ, do not think that just because you are saved and 
living for Jesus, it is all going to be roses for you.   
 
You get this Bob Harrington type religion – it is just all happy and that kind of stuff.  And the Norman 
Vincent Peale – life can be beautiful, think beautiful thoughts.  You are going to get in situations because 
you are serving the Lord, and doing what is right when everything looks bad for you.  The suffering is 
going to come.  Satan and the old sin nature hates the message of the cross.  Look at 2 Timothy 2:8-9. 
 
Paul says in verse 12, “I suffer all these things because of the gospel, but I know one thing, I know 
whom I have believed.  I am not ashamed.  I know my Saviour.  I know what God is doing.  I know he 
has not forsaken me.  I am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day.”  What did he commit to him?   
 
Didn’t you commit yourself to him?  Didn’t you trust him to take care of you, and protect you, and get 
you through the judgment, and get you through everything else come hell or high water?  Sure you did.  
You laid your soul on him for safekeeping.  And Paul said, “It doesn't matter what happens to me, he is 
going to take care of me and I know it.  I know what is going on.   
 
Now, if you know what is going on, you know you are going to suffer but you know you are going to 
endure, so what?  Knowing those things, you can endure.  Please remember, and I said it to you time 
and again in this class: We will endure, therefore we can endure.  And when you know that, and you 
know what God is doing, then you can have that kind of confidence that verse 12 indicates.   
 
Verse 12 is a verse of scripture that you need to commit to memory.  By the way, it is translated right 
there just the way it ought to be translated in your bible.  A lot of times you see people change the end 
of that verse because they want it to say, “that which he has committed to me.”  But, the issue in that 
passage is not God keeping the message that he committed to Paul, it is God keeping Paul in the midst of 
the suffering that Paul has coming on him.  And he knows why the suffering is coming.   

 

2nd Timothy 1:13 Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast 
heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.  

I submit to you that Paul’s epistles present to you that “form of sound words” which are to be preached 
today.  They are what equips the man of God in 2 Timothy 3:16, 17 “unto all good works.” 
 
(NIV) 2 Timothy 1:13 What you heard from me, keep by the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and 
love in Christ Jesus.  Guard the good deposit entrusted to you - guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit 
who lives in us.   
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I wouldn't say they were holding "the form of sound words" in that translation.  Second Timothy 1:13 
says to “hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, …   keep …”  The form in 
which the sound words come is important.  The reason men in our past were able to recover the 
distinctive truth of Paul’s ministry was because they had a Bible that accurately reflected that truth.  
Unless you want to give up on that truth and make it nonessential, you’d better not go grab a Bible that 
does that or you’ll lose it that truth.   
 
Well what is the “good thing” that is committed to Timothy?  The answer is in verse 13: “the form of 
sound words.”   
 
What is he talking about?  He’s talking about the doctrine – the faith.  And “the form of sound words” is 
not just doctrine but it is “sound doctrine” – it is that design whereby the doctrine is committed to him 
(that Pauline design, that design that produces edification in a believer’s soul, that form, that pattern of 
sound words).   
 
Now we have been over that enough that I do not need to explain that to you, I just wanted to 
emphasize it though.  The thing that was committed to Timothy’s trust is not just a bunch of loosely 
carried-around ideas, but it is categories of doctrine that are in a form and in a procedure.  
 
Romans 6:17 says, “but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you” 
(emphasis added).  That is it!  He is talking about that design for the edification of the believer, through 
the doctrine that is in operation today that has been committed to our trust. 
 
2 Timothy 1:13: “Hold fast the form of sound words.”  What do you think it did to Paul’s ministry?  Don’t 
you reckon he could have cut a couple of corners and kept a few of them people with him?  What kind of 
ministry do you think Paul wound up with over there in that jail?  Everybody forsook him, and nobody 
stood with him.   
 
What do reckon Caesar thought when all these people all over Europe and Asia, that had been saved 
through Paul’s ministry, never showed up to stand with Paul (none of them)?  What do you think the 
guards who were holding on to him thought?  Do you think they thought nice things?  I expect not.  Do 
you think they were favorably impressed with him?  I think not.  Have you ever thought about that?   

 

2nd Timothy 1:14 That good thing which was committed unto thee 
keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us.  

Hold fast the form of sound words, [By “form” he doesn’t mean a generality as we might think of it in 
today’s English; but, rather, the exact wording of it - exactly as I gave it to you.] which thou hast heard 
of me, in faith and love, which is in Christ Jesus. 
 
That good thing which was committed unto thee . . . [There’s that word again, only it has “good” before 
it.  Well, there are a hundred kinds of good in the English language.  I can think of a dozen right off: He’s 
a good man, meaning that he has a good character; he lived a good life, meaning a pleasant, happy life; 
that’s a good fur coat, meaning it’s valuable.  Paul’s meaning here is surely precious and valuable:]  “That 
good thing [that precious, valuable deposit] which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost 
which dwelleth in us.” 
 
Now go to the second chapter.  Here it’s not Paul thinking about himself, but about us.  Verse 2:  2 
Timothy 2:1-2 
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That good thing  [Now isn’t a treasure a good thing?  Isn’t it precious?] which was committed unto thee  
keep by the Holy Ghost” (2 Timothy 1:13,14).   
 
That word “keep” means “guard it, protect it, take care of it.”  You have a responsibility to take the 
message of reconciliation that God has committed to your trust, and as a faithful ambassador, protect 
what God has given you.  And Timothy is going to protect the message that God committed to his trust.  
It is a treasure.  It is a valuable thing and a privilege to be an ambassador, and to have the message of 
reconciliation committed to your trust.  And he expects you to protect it (guard it) as well as to proclaim 
it.  Now go back to 1 Thessalonians 2:4, and let’s look at it one more time. 
 
And we are to hold it fast and we are to keep it “by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us” (2 Timothy 
1:14).  One of the functions of ministry is that the Holy Spirit is to help us to maintain that doctrine.  And 
the function of the local church, and our activity in the local church, has to do with that issue.   
 
Verse 13 and 14 are great verses about guarding the deposit.  “Hold fast the form of sound words, which 
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.  That good thing which was committed 
unto thee.”  That word “commit” is like in 1 Timothy 6:20: “keep that which is committed to thy trust.”  It 
is a financial term.  It is something that God came along and deposited with you for you to take care of 
it.  The message has been deposited with you, and it is called a “good thing.”  And it is the mystery.  It is 
the faith – that good thing which was deposited to thee. 
 
Look at the word “good” there.  If it is “good” food, it is tasty.  If you are a “good” soldier, you are a 
brave soldier.  You are not a tasty soldier.  You are a brave soldier.  If it is a “good” foundation, it means 
it is solid and will support things.  When a “good thing” is deposited with you, it means that it is 
something that is valuable.  It is precious.  So you will hear people talking about the “precious deposit.”  
And that is what they are talking about, and that is exactly what it is.  The mystery is the most valuable 
thing that you have.  It is the truth of the word rightly divided.  I hope you never forget that, and never 
feel any other way about it.   

 

2nd Timothy 1:15 This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be 
turned away from me; of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes.  (They left 

Paul) 

There you have apostasy from the doctrine that Paul had given already.  Hence, Paul exhorts Timothy to 
study to be approved of God, rightly dividing the word.  Paul said, “Do not make the mistakes of mixing 
the two together like these other men.” 

 
And when you get to 2 Timothy 1:15: “This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away 
from me” (emphasis added).  “Some” is turned to “everybody.”  That is why they say, “the church in 
ruin.”  2 Timothy 4:16 
 
These folks have all turned away from Paul.  Well, they were having some problems back in 1 Timothy.  
Look at 1 Timothy 1:6. 

 
Now gentlemen, the cost is going to cause some people to fall by the wayside.  You listen to me.  There 
are some of you men, right here in this class, that are going to fall by the wayside.   
 
A man told me when I first started out, “Rick, you are going to see it.  Every five years you sit down and 
you count up the people in your circle of ministry influence (ministers and preachers you know) and you 
will see men that were faithful and true five years ago that are gone today.”   
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And I will guarantee you, just as sure as human nature is human nature, some of you men are going to 
start out good and you are going to get going good, and God help you.  And I do not want to see you fall 
by the wayside, and I will do everything I can to help you stop it, but it is going to happen.  The cost is 
going to come, and you are going to fall by the wayside.   
 
I have seen friends of mine that were far more able than I am, as a student of the bible and a bible 
teacher, fall by the wayside.  I have seen men that I looked up to, and respected, and would have given 
place to at just the thought of them coming in, and I have seen them just fall by the wayside, right  into 
heresy.  They fell into self-serving ideas, and all kinds of apostacy.  And they departed giving heed to 
seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.   
 
Don’t say it can’t happen to you.  Don’t you even act like it can’t happen to you.  It can happen to you.  
Don’t you think it can happen to the man sitting next to you, or to me?  It can.  The only salvation in it is 
to take heed to yourself, and to the doctrine, and continue in it.  “Hold fast the form of sound words.”  Be 
loyal to the word rightly divided.  That is the only answer, gentlemen.   
 
And as soon as you get caught up in your professionalism, and caught up in all kinds of external and 
extraneous things, beware.  Listen, in the last six weeks I talked to many grace preachers, in the grace 
movement, that excuse heresy and bad doctrine on the basis of Well, we got to get together.  We got to 
get things going.  Well listen, if you get a bunch of stuff together that is not right, you haven’t got 
anything!  And you tell them that, and they are intimidated, and they are afraid of being left out there 
where they are all by themselves dangling by a thread twisting slowly in the wind.  And that fear, Satan’s 
policy of evil that instills fear and intimidation into good men, causes them to put up with things they 
wouldn’t put up with for two minutes.  And they know they shouldn’t.   
 
I spoke with a man just a few days ago.  He was a Baptist.  And I said, “Brother, when you were Baptist 
you would not walk across the street to have a cup coffee with some of these people, and now you are in 
bed with them (spiritually speaking).”  And he said, “I know, and I am miserable.  But if I don’t do it, I 
won’t have a ministry.”  That is baloney!  If it means I won’t have a ministry, then I don’t want a 
ministry.  I do not want that kind of a ministry, and you shouldn’t either.   
 
2 Timothy 1:15: “This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of whom 
are Phygellus and Hermogenes.”  They all leave. 

 

2nd Timothy 1:16 The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; 
for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain:  

Verse 16: “The Lord have mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, [like a breath 

of fresh air] and was not ashamed of my chain.”  Here was a good guy.  Here was a guy that was not 

ashamed of Paul, the prisoner. 

2nd Timothy 1:17 But, when he was in Rome, he sought me out very 
diligently, and found me.  

Verse 17: “But, when he was in Rome, he sought me out very diligently, and found me.  The guy did not 
just say, “I am going to visit Paul.”  But, he had to hunt him.  He had to go find him.  He had to ask, and 
hunt, and search, and he finally found him. 
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2nd Timothy 1:18 The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of 
the Lord in that day: and in how many things he ministered unto me at 
Ephesus, thou knowest very well.  

Verse 18: “The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how many 
things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well.”  Now, that is a touching spiritual 
loyalty to the apostle.  A lot of folks at Ephesus loved Paul.  When he left there, the elders (in Acts 20:37) 
fell on his neck, and they kissed him, and squawked because they are not going to see him anymore. 
But, Onesiphorus is the only one that did anything about that love, when it counted the most (when Paul 
was there all by himself). 
 
Gentlemen, be loyal to those that stand for the word rightly divided.  That is the reference to the 
extended fellowship of the local church, in support of the work of the ministry, in the regions beyond the 

borders of that local church.  There is an extended fellowship that the local church is to have in the 
support of the work of the ministry, beyond the borders of its immediate boundaries.  And you are to be 
supporting people in the work of the ministry –people that are out in other places doing what you are 
doing where you are.  You see we need each other.  And you are going to find that out.   
 
And you want to be sure that in missionary and outreach efforts, you are supporting people that are 
doing what you are doing.  You need to remember that you need to support them and be an 

encouragement to them.  You need to remember them, and you need to think about the condition that 
they are in.  And you need to remember that you can refresh them.  That is just like a cool fresh-air 
breeze coming in there.  That is good news from a far country, and he says that’s like fresh water 
refreshing a man.  And that is the idea there.   
 
Now, you will run into some dry places in the ministry.  And I will say this to you.  You can always go 
back where you came from.  That is the good thing about coming from somewhere.  You can always go 

back there and find refreshment.   
 
My home church is Forrest Park Bible down in Mobile, Alabama.  And Pastor Roy Langey is the Pastor 
there.  Now, I can tell you, without any fear of anybody ever contradicting me, the reason I am in the 
ministry today, in large part, is due to Brother Langey.  Because the first ten years I was in the ministry 
as a pastor, there were many of times I wanted to quit.  I can remember that dear brother coming up to 
the youth camp, and him and I going out to the swimming hole and talking for two hours, just neck deep 

in water.  We just talked about the discouraging things, and how I was ready quit.  I was ready to just 
pack up and leave.  Many of times I would go down there to visit him at his home in Mobile.  And many 
times I went down there without any intention of ever going back into the ministry.  Just get me a job to 
make a living and forget that mess!  And he encouraged me and kept me there.   
 
And you are going to find that out, because the people that send you out are the people that are 
interested in you, and that will love you, and that will be an encouragement to you.  And you need each 

other.  You really do.  We are going to need each other.  And you need to remember to be an 
encouragement to the person who needs it.  Paul needed him, and he has a special word of real touching 
favor for Onesiphorus for his spiritual loyalty, when he needed it. 
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2nd Timothy: 2 

A Good Soldier of Christ Jesus 

2nd Timothy 2:1 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is 
in Christ Jesus.  

What is he talking about?   “Be strong  in the grace that is in Christ;” what is that?  The grace that is in 
Christ Jesus is the position that God has given us in Christ.   Grace is all that God is free to do for us on 
the basis of that cross, and he says:  stand fast, be strong, not in yourself, but in the position that God 
has given you in Christ.  Recognize who it is that God has made you, recognize what it is you are, and 
live consistent with that.    
 
Now, 2 Timothy 2:1: “Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.”  The 
“therefore” refers back to chapter 1.  In chapter 1, what he, in essence, has told Timothy is to be 
courageous. 
 
Satan is going to come after you and try to put you out of the battle.  He will try to discourage you and 
intimidate you, and cause you to quit, cause you to become weary in well-doing, cause you to feel 
isolated and lonely and afraid.  He will try to get you to count the cost and to quit.  He is going to come 
against you, but you be courageous.  You realize, and you think properly, and you think within the lines 
of what God has equipped you to do, and you look at that, and you realize what it is.  It is just a satanic 
policy of evil.  And if you know how to properly evaluate your ministry, then you know when you are 
doing the job and when you are not.  So just keep on the line. 
 
Now, in chapter 2, he will give Timothy 8 illustrations of the ministry, 8 illustrations of what a pastor’s 
ministry (and a local church’s ministry) is all about.  He doesn't want Timothy to have any identity crisis.  
That is a big deal today.  You get these professional magazines for the preacher and there is a 
tremendous identity crisis in what the ministry is all about.  That is because nobody knows what the 
ministry is all about.  And Paul wanted Timothy to know who he was and what he was supposed to do.  
You need to know who you are, as a minister and as a member of the local church.  And you need to 
know what it is you are supposed to be doing, so that when you do it, you know you did it.  And if you 
are not doing it, you know what to go do. 
   
Please understand that I am trying to get the sense of what Paul is trying to communicate to Timothy.  
There are 8 illustrations here, of the ministry. 
 
Starting in 2 Timothy 2:1: “Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.”  
Number one, you are a son.  And as a son you are to be strong in grace.  Timothy was Paul’s spiritual 
son.   
Gentlemen the work of the ministry is a family affair, in many ways.  It is family business.  We are 
dealing with family members, and we are to be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  When you deal 
with fellow members of the body of Christ, in a local assembly, remember they are your brothers and 
sisters. 
 
Did you ever have a fight with your brother?  Well, if you didn’t, that’s because you didn’t have a brother.  
Did you ever have a fight with your sister, ladies?  If you didn’t, it is just because you didn’t have a sister.  
But what does it mean?  No matter what the differences, you are committed to the relationship.   
 
Verse 1 says, “be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.”  Listen, it will be a great disappointment to 
you, and you will be a great disappointment to others, if you serve the Lord in your own ability.  If you 
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serve the Lord on your own, on the basis of who you are, you are going to be a great disappointment.  
You are going to be greatly disappointed.  But, if you will be strong in the grace that is yours in Christ 
Jesus and you serve the Lord on the basis of who you are in Christ, then it will all be different.  You are 
sons; you are family members.  This is who you are, so be strong in that.  Now we have talked plenty 
about being strong in grace. 
 
2 Timothy 2:1, the verse says, “Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.”  
That is it!  This is the message of grace – be strong in all that God can accomplish for you for the cross 
work of Christ.  Do you need some strength, power, and liberty?  You have it there!   
 
So where are you going to be strong?  Are you going to be strong in yourself?  No, you are to be strong 
in Christ.  Turn to 1 Corinthians 15:9-10 

 

2nd Timothy 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among 
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be 
able to teach others also.  

That is the ministry.  It is not all of these professional church operators running around trying to pull 
strings and push buttons and get things done like that.  God didn't call you to that.  Galatians 6:12. 
 
There has to be a consistent, faithful communication of sound doctrine from the Word of God, or you’re 

going to see declension in the second or third generation.  
 
“Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  And the things that thou hast 
heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou [entrust it] to faithful men, [Get men whom 
you know will stand for what they believe and will pay the price that is necessary to take such a stand - 
men who are faithful, who have integrity and responsibility] who shall be able to teach others also.”  
[This is what Brother Jordan is doing right here in this class.] 

 
Pastor J. C. O’Hair said, Don’t just do it yourself – that’s fine to preach to an audience - but teach others, 
also. 
 
Get faithful men and teach them, exhort them and persuade them to take this message as a precious 
treasure that they must guard and defend with their very lives - to keep it true and to keep it in its 
present value. 

 
That’s what Brother Jordan is doing here, and that’s what we are doing in our small way through books, 
radio and tapes.  It’s our desire to see this thing take hold in other hearts. 
 
Now, “the things that thou hast heard,” is the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  It is the doctrine that Paul 
communicates to us.   
 

Do you see that chain?  You are a part (one link) in that chain of responsibility.  You are not an isolated 
island off over here by yourself.  And if you are, you are not going to be in the chain.  The only way to be 
a part of 2 Timothy 2:2 is to be one link in a chain that has a link before you and at least two links after 
you.  That means there are some people that you are responsible to and for.   
 
A man asked me one time, “What do these people do when they have a problem, if they are not hooked 
up with a denomination?”  That was a strange question to me because I did not understand why anybody 
would be so dependent on others as this man was, denominationally.   
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I answered him with an answer that I have enjoyed remembering, “You go back where you came from.”  
We all came from somewhere.  You do not just get all this by yourself.  You have input, and people who 
counsel you, and help you, and you need one another.  And you need to be responsible to them, and 
understand that they have a stake in your ministry.  And let that encourage you when discouragement 
comes.   
 
That ought to tell you something about your ministry.  You should be pouring your life into some faithful 
men to reproduce yourself.  Paul did that with a number of men, particularly with Titus and Timothy.  
They were very different people.  Timothy was a more erudite, shy, withdrawed, and cerebral kind of a 
guy.  He was a little timid.   
 
Verse 2: “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”  Number two, you are stewards.  You are someone 
to whom the household goods have been put in trust.  You have had these valuable things given to you 
by the master, and you are to administer them properly.   
 
If you want to see what a steward is, write down Luke 12:42.  You study that passage because it defines 
what a steward is, and it describes the duties of a steward, as one who is to administer the household 
goods.  And that word is a kin to the word “dispensation”, by the way.  Luke 12:42 is a great verse to 
define and describe what a steward is.   
 
The ministry, gentlemen, is not something that you get for yourself and that you keep for yourself.  The 
ministry is not a trinket that God gave you for “you.”  But rather, the responsibility that you have, in the 
ministry, is to guard the deposit (the message) and to invest that deposit in the lives of others.  So you 
learned it, you take it, and you put it into the lives of others, and you nurture them so they go out and 
communicate it.  Now, we have talked about that verse in the past, and I am not going to stay on it.   
 
But, let me say to you once again, that verse describes Paul’s plan for world evangelism.  So, you want to 
remember that verse when you are doing the work of the ministry.  When you are doing the work of the 
ministry and you are doing it that way, you are going to have to remember the law of compounding 
numbers.  Now, that verse right there describes it.   
 
If you take 1 and you add 1 person, now you have 2 trained people, right?  If those 2 people go out and 
train 1 a piece, how many do you have then?  You double that and you have 4.  If you double 4, what do 
you have? You have 8, etc.   
 
Well, you are going to see somebody going and reaping great big numbers of people to start with, and it 
is going to intimidate you.  They are going to have 1,000 people, and you are going to be here with your 
little handful of people.  And you are going to have to remember what the process is.  If you know how 
to be a good steward, you can be a good steward, can’t you?  And don’t be intimidated by all of those 
other things – appearances.   
 
Do you remember when we started out talking about 2 Timothy 2:2?  Can you see that in this passage?  
That is critically important.  One of the keys, when you try to organize outreach ministries, and when you 
try to get the work of the local church going, is to train people to be leaders.   
 
I have watched this issue that is going on today about ‘discipling’.  Do you know what that is?  You take 
a group of men, and you try to put your life into them and cause them to grow and that kind of thing.  I 
personally have wondered about that, and I don’t find that to be what the scripture teaches.  Rather, 
instead of trying to disciple a man, train him to teach others.  Are you following me?  Instead of you 
taking a man and training him to be like you are, or to be a mature believer, train him to teach another 
man, then what did you do to him?  You edified him, didn’t you?  But, now you have two men – “commit 
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thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also” (2 Timothy 2:2).  It is sort of a three-step 
thing instead of the one-step or the two-step.  

 

2nd Timothy 2:3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ.  

Who sends out soldiers?  Do you understand what I am saying to you?  We are soldiers.  He says in 2 
Timothy 2:12  “If we suffer with him we will also reign with him.”  I remind you that the Apostle Paul in 2 

Timothy 4 talks about our participation in His heavenly Kingdom.  Colossians 1:13 
 
Listen, in order to communicate the doctrine to other people, Timothy, do what?  Endure.  Oh, look at 
that would you.  Endure what?   Endure tough times, folks.  He did not say that it was going to all be lace 
pants and sunshine.  He said, in order to get the job done that I put you there for in that body of Christ, 
be tough, endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.   
 

Verse 3: “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.”  Number three, you are a 
soldier.   

 

2nd Timothy 2:4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the 
affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a 
soldier.  

Be tough.   You know what a soldier does.  The old enemy comes along and takes a pot shot at him.  
Does he go squalling back to the battalion leader?  Somebody would kick him in the seat of the pants or 
lock him up on a section 8.   What does he do?   He shoots back.  You expect a soldier to be able to 
endure hardness.  Tough times come along for you.  Do you know what Christians do?  They get sick, the 
baby gets sick, grandma dies, their kid gets run over by a car—yeah, it gets tough, it gets tough.   
 
Tough times come, and what happens?  It just jerks the rug right out from under them, and they say:  
Huh?  Why me Lord?  You know what God is saying.   He does not say you don't feel.  He said we 
sorrow, but not as others which have no hope.  He said that we sorrow, we feel, we have emotion, but 
we are tough.  We are not just thrown around by them, we know how to endure, why?   We sorrow, but 
not as those who have no hope.  We have a hope.  We know something.  We know that the worst thing 
that happens down here to us, in the end, it is just glory, brother. 
    
Talk is cheap, gentlemen.  Talk is cheap.  It is easy to say that, but not so easy to do it, and live it, and 
walk in it, unless you are strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.   How do you do it?  Hebrews 12.  
Here is an example.  Hebrews 12:1 
 
God chose you to be a soldier, and you need to be sure that God put you where you are.  The way you 
do that (Ephesians 4:11-12) is you become a perfected saint – the pastor/teacher for the perfecting of 
the saints.  Ephesians 4:11-12. 
 
2 Timothy 2:4 – a soldier is also disciplined.  “No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of 
this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.”  Avoid worldly entanglements.  
You say, “But I have a right to that.”  It is tough, I know!  But, God wants tough Christians.   
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Let me say some things to you.  Avoid getting in debt.  If you have to get deep in debt for something, 
watch out, because it is going to hinder your ministry.  Watch out for consumer-itis, thing-itis.  I got to 
have this!  I got to have that!  Do you know what is going to happen?  Where are you going to be in a 
minute?  You are going to be spending money on “you” and “things”, and it is money that you ought to 
be spending on the work of the ministry.  Do you know who is going to finance the great portion of your 
ministry?  You are!  That is a fact.  And I do not care how much money you wind up making in the 
ministry.   
 
Now, I hope some of you men will build churches that have thousands of people.  And they ought to pay 
you.  And I have talked to you about that.  1 Corinthians 9:11 is clear, and they ought to pay you.  But I 
will tell you something.  I don’t care how much they pay you and how big your ministry gets, you are still 
going to wind up paying the price for that ministry to be carried on.  Take my word for that.  You are 
going to see it happen.   
 
Develop sales resistance.  Develop the resistance to things, the attraction to pleasures (to wants).  Learn 
to discipline yourself.  Learn not to be entangled with things of this world.  You need to learn to think 
things through clearly.  That is what a soldier does.  He knows what he is there for, why he is there, and 
he does not gripe and grumble about it.  He does not enjoy the mud and the foxhole, but he does not 
get out here and entangle himself with things that are going to impair his ability to be a good soldier.  
You need to think things through clearly. 
 
I had an illustration of this just the other day that really, in a way, broke my heart.  And in another way, 
it kind of aggravated me.  My wife and I, and a pastor’s wife, and another lady were riding in the car.  
And the pastor’s wife and the pastor are young with young children, and they struggle to make ends 
meet and have the ministry.  You wind up working about 60 or 70 hours a week to get everything done.  
And you are having a good time, enjoying yourself.  You are just dumb, and ignorant, and you don’t 
know you aren’t supposed to do that.  And this older lady was trying to give counsel to this young 
pastor’s wife.  And she is trying to be nice, and she is trying to be the older lady giving the younger lady 
advice.   
 
And she said, “Now, you need to remember that you have to focus on your marriage.  And you have to 
take your husband, every now and then, and go away somewhere all by yourself.  And you have to do 
that at least twice a year.  To keep a rich, vibrant marriage you have to take your husband away 
somewhere and just spend one weekend at least twice a year – just you and him.  It was great advice. 
Then she made the mistake of saying, “Isn’t that right Brother Rick?”  Well, then she got me into it.  And 
you know what I had to tell her?  I said, “Well, all I can tell you is that my wife and I have been married 
17 years, and we have never been able to do that once.”   
 
Do you understand what I am saying to you?  I am not saying it is not a good idea to do that if you can.  
I have never been able to do that for two reasons.  Number one is money.  Number two is kids.   
Have you ever tried to go away for a weekend without your kids?  That is not easy.  What do you do, 
hang them on the doorknob and when you come home three days later hope that they will still be there?  
It is not quite as easy as a dog.   
 
And do you know what the other thing is?  There will be someone that will take care of them for you.  
But when you go away and leave your kids at home, even when they are teenagers, do you know where 
your heart is?  Do you know what you find out, when you go away?  Do you know who you want to go 
with you?  You want your kids to go.  Do you know who you want to live across the street from you and 
on either side of you, when they are grown?  You want your kids to live close to you.   
 
It is good advice to give an executive’s wife whose husband is a workaholic and all those things.  And it is 
not bad advice, but when you begin to think it through in the light of the work of the ministry, it is not 
always possible.  So, what are you going to do?  Are you going to feel depressed, feel like your marriage 
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is not complete and whole, and it is not a success because you have not taken your wife away twice a 
year for the last 17 years?  You know better than that. 
 
I am saying that a soldier learns he is going to have to endure some hardness.  And there are some 
good, wonderful things that he could have a right to have and under normal circumstances could enjoy, 
but because he is a soldier, he is not going to be able to do it, so he can please his commanding officer.  
You are under orders.  So what do you do?  You are just tough!  And you are not just a stoic who says, 
“Well, whatever happens will happen.”  No, you do it with a glad heart as unto the Lord. 
 
Notice you are a good soldier of Jesus Christ, you have been chosen to be a soldier.  You are warring.  
“No man that warreth entangleth himself with affairs of this life.”  There is a war going on.  Ephesians 
6:10 

 

2nd Timothy 2:5 And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not 
crowned, except he strive lawfully.  

Verse 5: “And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.”  That is 
an athlete.  Paul talks about athletes – wrestlers, boxers, runners.  He talks about exercising and he says, 
“strive for masteries.”  That is dedication.  An athlete has to be dedicated. 
 
Gentlemen, you need to have an absolute total dedication to be all that you can possibly be for the cause 
of Christ.  You need to have a dedication that you will be the best that you can possibly be for the cause 
of Christ.  And when you are that way, you are to “strive lawfully.”   
 
Listen, you are going to look like a loser according to human viewpoint.  I guarantee you!  If you do what 
God gave you to do, the world is going to look at you and say, “There is a pitiful flop!”   
But when you have the divine viewpoint, you are a winner.  And you know you are, and you can endure, 
and you can be dedicated, and you can stick it out, and you can be faithful, and you can be strong in 
what you have in Christ. 
 
Are you following what I am trying to say to you, what Paul is trying to get across to Timothy?  He is 
talking about Hey, there are some tough times coming, and there is going to be this policy that wants to 
shake you and cause you to think that what you are doing is not what you ought to be doing, because it 
is not successful.  And Paul is just multiplying arguments now, saying, “If you know what it is you are to 
do, then you can be confident when you are doing it.  You can know when you are doing it.  Regardless 
of what the human viewpoint says, you have divine viewpoint.  You know you are a son in the family.  
You know you are a steward, and you have to be faithful to the message that God gave you.  You know 
you are a soldier, and you are expected to endure hardness and please your commander.  You are an 
athlete, and you are expected to give all you have in absolute total dedication to striving lawfully and 
right.”      

 

2nd Timothy 2:6 The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker 
of the fruits.  

We got through the first four of Paul’s ministry metaphors, in the last lesson.  And we will begin in verse 
6 with the 5th one.   
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Once again, the issue in 2 Timothy 2 is that Paul wants you to know who you are and what the job is that 
God called you to do so that you can be faithful to the task that he has given you.  There is always going 
to be that tendency to wonder and evaluate what you are doing.  And there will always be that tendency 
toward doubt and especially because of the nature of the opposition against the ministry.  And the 
opposition wants to intimidate you, to scare you, and to cause you to quit doing what you are doing.  In 
other words, he will try to cause you to quit doing the right thing by trying to hide the fact from you that 
what you are doing is the right thing.  And he tries to get you to look at circumstances and situations 
rather than to walk by faith.   
 
In other words, if he can cause you to walk by sight, then you will not walk by faith.  And you will not do 
the work of faith with power, with confidence, and with the adequacy and the empowerment that comes 
from God. 
 
So Paul has dealt with that issue of intimidation, and now he is going through metaphors – different 
figures of speech that are used to describe the job.  He holds your job up, and he looks at it from 
different angles, and from different perspectives. 
 
In 2 Timothy 2:6, he uses the metaphor of the farmer – the husbandman.  “The husbandman that 
laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits.”  The word “husbandman” is just another word for 
“farmer.”  You can go to an Agricultural School and they talk to you about “Animal Husbandry.”  And the 
husbandry is just a big word that describes farming – how to grow things, how to manage and produce 
them.  And so that is what he is talking about here – a farmer.  “The husbandman that laboureth must 
be first partaker of the fruits.”   
 
Notice that he labors.  It has to do with hard work.  Farming is hard work.  I do not care what kind of 
farming you do; there is a lot of work involved in it.  And you never get a harvest without hard work.  So 
the husbandman (the farmer) labors – he works. 
 
I said to you time and again, “The work of the ministry is work.”  And it is being described here as the 
work of the ministry, the work that belongs to the ministry.  It is hard work and there is never a harvest 
without it.  You will never have a harvest in your life, or in your ministry, without hard work – without 
discipline, without diligence.  A great deal of perseverance, and diligence, and work is necessary.  If you 
think that your ministry is going to be something that pleases and honors the Lord, and that lasts, and 
that gets the job done without work, you are mistaken.  When you are in the ministry, you are going to 
be working, and sweating, and slaving, and striving.  And you will get tired, and think Man, I wonder if I 
am doing the right thing because all these other guys don’t work this hard.  They don’t work near as hard 
as I do, and they look like they get a lot more done.  Proverbs 24:30-34. 
 
Now the husbandman labors.  He is a man that is working hard – that hardworking farmer.  He is diligent 
in his efforts.   
 
Verse 6: He “must be first partaker of the fruits.”  To get fruit you have to have patience.  Do you know 
the law of the harvest?  The law of the harvest is you reap what you so, you reap more than you sow, 
and you reap later than you sow.   
 
That is a good sermon outline.  You reap what you sow.  If you sow corn, you do not reap tomatoes, but 
you reap corn.  If you sow to the flesh, you are not going to reap of the Spirit, but you will reap of the 
flesh corruption.  But if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap life everlasting.   
 
You reap more than you sow.  You put one little kernel of corn in, and the stock comes up, and it has 
hundreds and hundreds of kernels on each ear of corn.  You reap more than you sow, and that is a law 
of the harvest.  It always works that way.  
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You reap later than you sow.  If you go out and plant the garden today, do not expect to eat out of that 
garden tomorrow.  Well the ministry is the same way.  The ministry is a long-term process, and you must 
remember that as you go about doing your ministry, you will not see instant results.  I am farming, and I 
am sowing, and I am cultivating, and I am breaking up the ground, and I am clearing away the rubbish 
and the bad stuff, and I am planting the seed.  And there is going to be a harvest, but it is going to take 
patience to get to that harvest.  You always reap later than you sow.  It never comes immediately.   
 
Now, that does not mean that you can never see any quick results.  If you go out and witness, it does 
not mean that you cannot win somebody the first day you go out.  But if you do, somebody else has 
been planting the seed, and you reaped that harvest.  But the general principle that you want to 
remember is that working in the ministry is like farming.  And you must have patience.  You must work 
hard, and know what you are doing, but it is going to take some patience because you will reap later. 
 
I will use James 5:7-8 to illustrate the principle of the fact that you must have patience because the 
reaping (the fruit) comes later – after the hard work.  “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of 
the Lord.  Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for 
it, until he receive the early and latter rain.  Be ye also patient.”  Do you see that?  A hard-working 
farmer doesn't get his pay immediately.  He waters his crop with the sweat of his brow, and he has long 
patience because he knows that he must “be first partaker of the fruits.”  The fruits are going to come, 
and he is going to get his share of the harvest.   
 
Galatians 6:9 says, “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint 
not.”  You are going to get your share of the harvest.   
 
And the adversary is going to try to wear you out, and make you stop, make you faint, make you get 
tired and quit.  He is going to try to wait you out.  He is going to bring things against your ministry to try 
to cause you to stop and get impatient.  He will try to get you to discontinue the thing that is going to get 
the harvest, and try to get you to go off and do something else.  He wants you to always be hopping 
around.   
 
The ministry is like farming – it takes diligence, hard work, patience, and endurance.  You just keep on 
with the hard work knowing that the harvest will come.  Be confident.  And, when the harvest comes, 
you will partake. 
  

 

2nd Timothy 2:7 Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee 
understanding in all things.  

2nd Timothy 2:8 Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was 
raised from the dead according to my gospel:  (Remember that Jesus Christ of 

the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel :) 

The apostle Paul gets saved (Acts 9), and God gives to him a new revelation.  When the nation Israel 
falls, God from heaven’s glory reaches down and gives Paul some new information.  Paul says, 
“Remember that Christ was also raised from the dead according to my gospel.”  When he is talking about 
his gospel, he is talking about the fact that he has been given further light and information on the 
resurrection of Christ.  In Paul’s gospel, the resurrection of Christ is not just for Him to sit on David’s 
throne, but it is the basis for the declaration of the finished work of Christ. 
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Let’s look at 2 Timothy 2:7-13: 
 
“Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things.  Remember that Jesus Christ of 
the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil 
doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound.  Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s 
sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.  It is a faithful 
saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: 
if we deny him, he also will deny us: If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.” 
 
Now, he says the ministry is a like a son, like a steward, like a soldier, like an athlete, like a farmer.  Then 
he stops and says, “Remember Jesus.”  It is like he is saying, “Remember the Alamo.”  Do you remember 
that expression?  That was to encourage them, and to challenge them, to stir them up, and to motivate 
them.  And that is what he is doing here.  He is magnifying the risen Christ because that is who’s going 
to enable you to carry out the task that he has given you to carry out.  The one who is going to enable 
you to be all that God has made you to be, and the one who is going to empower you, and motivate you, 
is the risen Christ.  And that is what he is dealing with here.   
 
So, he says, “Consider this, understand this, remember this, and get a grip on this.  What are you 
supposed to remember?  You are supposed to remember that Jesus Christ was raised from the dead.  
You are supposed to remember the risen Christ.  That is whom you represent.  He is “raised from the 
dead according to my gospel” (verse 8). 

 

2nd Timothy 2:9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto 
bonds; but the word of God is not bound.  

They wrote it down and sent it out.  The word of God is independent regardless of what happens to the 
speaker. 
 
He is in jail again, and this time he is in the dungeon.  2 Timothy 4:13 
 
In fact, Paul was wrong in this case.  He was right, but he was wrong.  It got him released right then, but 
later on it got him put back in jail.  Notice his optimism.  I love that.  When Paul looks at the world, he is 
negative; but when he looks at the word of God, he is always positive.   
 
The right view to instill in yourself, and into your congregation, is a negative view toward the world 
(man) and a positive view toward the word (God).  And when Paul looked at the influence of the gospel, 
when it was in the influence of the word of God on circumstances, or people, or life and society, he was 
optimistic.  Do you know why?  He said, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth” (Romans 1:16).   
 
He knew the gospel worked and that all you have to do is go out and preach it.  And when it came to 
that issue, he understood that there were things that were going to happen when the word was 
preached. 
 
He is a jailbird just like a common thief, like a common criminal.  “I suffer trouble as an evil doer, even 
unto bonds.”   
 
Think about it – you are looking to be a pastor, and you put on your résumé: I have been arrested six 
times, convicted five times, spent x amount of time in jail.  Do you reckon you would get a favorable 
hearing from the pulpit committee?  Do you reckon they would even ask why?  And if you told them it 
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was for preaching the gospel, do you think they would believe you?  Are you willing to write that on 
there?  
 
Now I have never been arrested but once.  And it was for preaching – standing on a street corner in 
Montgomery Alabama.  A Roman Catholic policeman came up to me and put handcuffs on me and 
arrested me.  He threw me in his car to take me off to jail.  That is not much to put on your record.  His 
boss came up and made him let me go.  I thought I was going to get my name on the books down there.  
That isn’t much.  That is just silliness, and you cannot call that persecution.  
 
But, sometimes you get in situations where you do experience persecution.  Don’t you reckon when Paul 
got lock up in jail with the rats running over the ends of feet and the chains chafing his wrists, he 
thought, Well, here I am the messenger of the God of heaven and earth.  He had been caught up into 
the third heaven and saw all those revelations and now, Look at what I am in down here.  Why me, 
Lord?  What have I ever done to deserve even one of these blessings that you are giving me?  Paul was 
in jail for a good reason, but the word of God is not bound. 
 
Now, when you preach Paul’s gospel, what is going to happen?  Verse 9: “Wherein I suffer trouble.”  You 
are going to have problems.  He has been telling you that – that is the whole issue in the book of 2 
Timothy.  “Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound.”  
They can bind me, but they cannot bind the book – the word, the message.  They cannot bind what I am 
doing.  Circumstances might be against me, but it does not hinder my ministry.  You can be put in jail, 
and you can be considered an evil doer, and you can be persecuted, and thought poorly of, and all those 
kinds of things.  And Paul says, “That is no sweat to me.  The word is the issue, and it is not bound.  This 
is a spiritual battle.”   

 

2nd Timothy 2:10 Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, 
that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with 
eternal glory.  

Verse 10: “Therefore [because I understand the motivation and the empowerment and how the ministry 
works] I endure all things.”  Whatever comes, I just put up with it.  I don’t worry about it.  As a son, I 
am strong in grace.  As a steward, I am faithful to my task.  As a soldier, I endure hardness.  As an 
athlete, I strive lawfully.  As a farmer, I work hard.  I just keep going “for the elect’s sakes.”  I am doing 
it for the elect – for the body of Christ.   
 

Continuing in verse 10: “that they [the saints] may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with 
eternal glory.”  Now, the idea there is not just getting saved, but it is salvation with eternal glory.  It is 
salvation plus some things – plus the eternal glory of God Almighty manifested in a very special and 
particular way.  That is why he goes to the issue of the greater glory that God gets, because of our 
faithfulness to the task that he has given us to be faithful to (verses 11-13).  As we execute our 
responsibilities, as we stay on the job, and as we do the job God gave us to do, there is greater glory 
gained for the Savior.  That greater glory is gained because you and I, as members of the body of Christ, 

reflect those things in the ages to come.   
 
We already talked about the judgment seat of Christ, and that the judgment seat of Christ is where the 
believers receive their rewards.  And the rewards do not have to do with You are getting something 
wonderful, and this poor little guy isn’t.  The reward is that Christ is magnified, that Christ is honored, 
that he is glorified, and that he is lifted up.  And he is magnified through “you.” 
 



2 Tim 2:10 – “Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.”  Now that is not just salvation, but that is salvation with 
eternal glory. 

 

2nd Timothy 2:11 It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we 
shall also live with him:  

Did you die with the Lord Jesus Christ at Calvary?  Then you are going to live with him, aren’t you?  

There is no doubt about that. 
 
So, he says in verse 11: “It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: If 
we suffer, [When are you going to suffer?  It would have to be now.]  we shall also reign with him: 
[When are you going to reign with him?  He is not reigning today.] if we deny him, he also will deny us.”  
What is he going to deny you?  It has to be something to do with the reigning, because verse 13 says, “If 
we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.”  It certainly is not losing your salvation, 

because verse 13 says he is not going to deny himself.  Aren’t you part of him?   
 
A man was asking me about John 10:27 “My sheep hear my voice, and I give unto them eternal life, and 
no man shall pluck them out of my hand.”  And the man asked me, “Is that a good verse to use?” 
And I said, “Well, you tell me.” 
 
He said, “Well, if I am in his hand, and nobody can take me out of his hand, that means I am not part of 
his hand, I am in his hand.  I thought as a part of the body of Christ, we were his hand.” 
 
Would you be in his hand, or would you be his hand?  The hand is a member of your body, is it not?  So, 
in other words, you are the hand.  You are not laid in his hand, and he is just strong enough to keep 
somebody from pulling you out.  You are the fingers, and the body, and the hand, and that kind of thing.  
You are in living union with him.   
 
Well, when he says he cannot deny himself, it means he is not going to deny and throw away a part of 
himself.  So, your eternal security is based on the fact that there is not going to be anybody cut out.  
There is not going to be any more cutting on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Nobody is going to cut on the Savior 
again.  All the cutting, and the pain, and the suffering, and all the rest Christ ever suffered was suffered 
back at Calvary.  Nobody is going to cut on him, so nobody is going to cut a piece off of him – nobody is 
going to come up and cut a little finger off him.  That is what it would be like for you to get out of Christ.  
So, you can forget that.  You are secure. 
 
Verse 11 – “It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: If we suffer, we 
shall also reign with him”.  What is he talking about?  He must be talking about that reward of 
inheritance.  He is talking about you suffering with him – “All they that live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution”.   
 
He said that the suffering would be rewarded with a reign with him –with positions of rank and authority 
in his heavenly government.  That’s the reign.  Continuing – “if we deny him, he also will deny us: (he is 
not going to put us out of his family) If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.”  
He saves you on the basis of what he is doing, but there is a reward that belongs to the inheritance. 
 
Everybody gets the inheritance, but there is a reward that belongs to that inheritance that has to do with 
suffering now and gaining that position of reigning, (based on the suffering), in the ages to come. 
Romans 8:17 
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2nd Timothy 2:12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny 
him, he also will deny us:  (Deny reward) 

Verse 12 – “If we suffer, we shall also reign with him.”  Isn’t that interesting?  When are you going to 
reign with him?  You will reign with him over yonder when you live with him – “resurrection.”  You are 
dead with him and you will be raised with him.  You suffer with him now, the sufferings of this present 
time, (service for him), and you will reign with him over there. 

 
Continuing in verse 12 – “If we deny him, he also will deny us.”  If we deny the sufferings, he also will 
deny us.  What is he going to deny us?  He will deny us “the reigning”, the reward. 

 

2nd Timothy 2:13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot 
deny himself.  

Verse 13 – “If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.”  If you quit believing and 
you deny the faith, it doesn't make any difference.  God saved you, not on the basis of what you were 
doing, but on the basis of his own grace.  It is all God and it is all “his standard”.  He is not going to deny 
himself. 
 
Somebody will say, “That denies grace.”  No it doesn't!  He doesn't deny himself.  He is going to save you 
by grace; but he saves you by his grace, and then as you receive Christ Jesus the Lord by grace through 
faith, so walk ye in him.  How?  You do it by grace.  Your walk as a believer, day by day, is on the basis 
of grace, which is the only principle that will work in your life as a believer.  You go out and serve the 
Lord, and it is his grace that works in you abundantly, right?   
 
You go up to the Judgment Seat of Christ and he says, “Okay, you are going to receive for the good that 
you have done.  Here is this reign over here for your service for the Lord.”   
And you say, “But Lord, you saved me by your grace, and then it was your grace that did it in me.  It 
isn’t me; I don’t deserve this reward.”  And he says, “Yeah, that’s right; this is a grace program.”   
 
Do you see that?  That doesn't deny grace; that is grace in operation.  What would deny grace would be 
to say that there isn’t anything out there, and that would deny, not just grace, but the plain statements 
of the word of God.   
 
Now, verses 7 to 13 are a digression.  He interrupts the illustration.  He gives you 5 different metaphors 
(illustrations) of the ministry, then he interrupts it for a minute (verses 7-13).  And then in verse 14 and 
following, he gives you 3 more. 
 
2 Timothy 2:13: “If we believe not.”  A man got saved, and now he is not faithful anymore.  He doesn't 
live it.  Well, it says, “God abides faithful.”  Aren’t you glad of that?  It is his faithfulness that counts.  “He 
cannot deny himself.”  He is going to be true to himself, even if you are not true to him.  
 
But, the point in the passage is his greater glory “then” because of our faithfulness “now.”  Paul is saying, 
“Remember the risen Christ, and think about the body of Christ and the ministry that you can have to the 
whole body.  Think about what is going on, and remember what the motivation and what the 
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empowerment is – the issue is the glory of God.  And gentlemen, that is always the issue and that is the 
only issue.  And that is the reason he brings that up, like he does, there.   
 
In Paul’s gospel, you are going to suffer trouble.  But, the issue is not you getting along easy now, but 
the issue is the glory of God.  And the glory of God is going to be had out over there, not now.  Please 
remember that! Among the body of Christ we are going to see one another functioning properly, and we 
are going to say, “Praise the Lord.”  And our spirits are going to rejoice, and we are going to glorify God 
in that.  And as we bear those fruits, we praise God for that, but most often in your life the glory of God 
is not gained now, is it?  And what little glory God does get now is very transitory, because the same guy 
that praises God for you now might be cussing you six years from now.  That is a fact, isn’t it?  See 
Colossians 3:17, Romans 8:28, Romans 8:18. 
 
 

 

A Worker Approved by God 

2nd Timothy 2:14 Of these things put them in remembrance, charging 
them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but 
to the subverting of the hearers.  

“Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about 
words to no profit, [Don’t be arguing and striving about words that don’t have any value in them.] but 
[What are the words?] to the subverting of the hearers.”  He says, “Don’t get all wrapped up in a bunch 
of words that just result in the subverting of the hearers”.  They just destroy them.  They just turn them 
upside down, and ruin the hearers.  Isn’t that the same thing we saw in Acts 15?  2 Timothy 2:16-18 
says: 
 
Now, he says in verse 14: “Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord 

that they strive not about words to no profit.”  In other words, teach the people not to do this.  Teach 
your people not to strive, and fuss, and be all stirred up about words to no profit.  But teach your people 
to be stirred up about words that result in subverting the hearers.   
 
Well, how are you going to teach them to do that?  The answer is verse 15: “Study to shew thyself 
approved unto God.”  

 

2nd Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth. (You cannot work for salvation) 

(Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth) 

  

I previously mentioned that in order to have the ability to rightly divide the word of truth, you must have 
the words on the page to be able to divide them.  There is not any other way to do it.  You must have 
the books, and these people do have the books.  They do have a capacity to have some books containing 
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the prophetic program and some books containing the kingdom program.  Just as you and I, today, have 
to rightly divide those books, these people also had to rightly divide their books.   
 
However, there were some people at that time who were not doing such a good job of rightly dividing 
the word.  2 Timothy 1:15. 
 
To rightly divide something is to make a separation, to distinguish between two parts.  To do it rightly 
means to cut it straight; make proper divisions.  Recognize things that differ in the Scriptures. 
  
It is not enough to be Scriptural and literal.  It is not enough to compare the verses.  You can be 
Scriptural by being literal and comparing the verses.  However it is not adequate to be Scriptural; you 
must also be dispensational, because you can be Scriptural and still be out of the will of God if you are 
not dispensational.  So if you do not recognize the difference between what God has written in the Bible 
that is for your admonition and learning, and what is written in the Bible that is to and about you, you 
will not understand the Bible correctly. 
 
There are more people in God’s program than just you and me as members of the Body of Christ.  God 
has done more in His dealings with men than just form the church, the Body of Christ.  For example, He 
formed the nation Israel; and Israel is not the Body, and the Body is not Israel.  His purpose for Israel is 
not the same as His purpose for us in the Body of Christ.  So you need to distinguish between those two 
things. 
  
Someone has said there are three golden keys—three simple questions. 
 

1. Who wrote the passage? 
2. When did they write the passage? 
3. To whom did they write the passage? 

  
Those three questions make up the basis of the dispensational approach.  A failure to follow the 
dispensational method of Bible study is the source for all the confusion in Christendom.  So the corrective 
for the confusion is to learn how to rightly divide the Word.  That seems really simple to me, so simple 
that most people think I’m nuts.  But it is the key. 
  
A dispensation by definition is a particular program that God administers or dispenses; a particular set of 
instructions, if you prefer.  You know what a dispensary is, or what it means to dispense something.  If 
you take the verb, to dispense, and make a noun of it, it becomes a dispensation or that which is 
dispensed.  To dispense means to hand something out, to give it out to people.  A dispensary in a 
hospital is a place where the medical supplies are given out.  The word dispensation is a good Bible word, 
but clearly toyed with by the Satanic policy of evil.  Roman Catholics use the word dispensation to mean 
an indulgence.  What was the name of the disciple whom Jesus loved?  John.  The world has made a real 
interesting thing out of the word john, haven’t they?  A toilet.  In the same way, the Satanic policy of evil 
has taken this word dispensation, and made a mockery out of it. 
  
We simply summarize the three basic ways to read and study the Bible. 
 

1. Read it and let it say what it says. 
2. Compare verses with verse to understand it. 
3. Rightly Divide it—recognize the things in the Scripture that God has done in different 
times and places, the things that differ.  We will distinguish between the programs. 

 
Those three principles are the basis for understanding and enjoying the Word of God.  Everything else we 
talk about will just be to explain those three basis principles. 
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The only verse in the Bible that says to study the Bible is II Timothy 2:15.  This verse also tells you how 
to study the Bible:  rightly dividing the word of truth.  That is the key.   
 
Instead of saying “rightly dividing the word of truth,” they say “correctly handle the word of truth.”  The 
word is orthotemeo (“orthos” means “straight,” and “temeo” is “to cut “; that is., to cut straight.)  Instead 
of translating the Greek word, they follow the Latin Vulgate (Jerome’s Bible).  That’s Jerome’s Latin 
translation that matches these texts up here.  So the Roman Catholics follow his translation and don’t 
translate the Greek.  Why?  Because they don’t understand the principle of right division in the context.   
 
(NIV) 2 Timothy 2:15 Do your best to present yourselves to God as one approved, a workman who does 
not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.   
 
Now, does your Bible say “correctly handles the word of truth?”  No, your Bible says “rightly dividing the 
word of truth.”  The Greek word there is orthotomeo.  Orthos (we use the word orthodontics, to 
straighten your teeth). “Straight” is the word.  Tomeo is the verb “to cut.”  The word literally means “to 
cut straight.”  When you cut something straight you divide it into sections.  The word means to divide the 
thing into sections; to cut straight; to rightly divide.  Rather than translating it, they have just invented a 
translation:  “who correctly handles the word of truth.”   
 
The New American Standard says “handling accurately the word of truth.”  That’s not an accurate 
translation at all.  That’s interpretation, and with that out goes the principle of “rightly dividing the word 
of truth.”  
 
In other words, the dispensational principle for Bible study stated in 2 Timothy 2:15 is erased in the 
modern translations.  So you don’t have a verse to go to, to authorize you to “rightly divide the word of 
truth.”   
 
Where they get that reading, as best I can determine, is from Jerome’s Latin Vulgate which reads like 
these new Bibles read.  Evidently they’ve incorporated that reading as a translation of the Greek text.  
 
Second Timothy 2:15, where it talks about rightly dividing the word of truth: the words “rightly dividing” 
there is the word orthotomeo.  Orthotomento is a form of it.  Ortho is straight; tomeo is to cut.  It means 
rightly divide.  It doesn’t mean “accurately handle.”  If you know that, you can defend the translation 
that you have there, and it’s okay to do that, isn’t it?  Sure, it is.  You can defend it, and you can also 
define what it means.  
 
Do you think verse 15 is not talking about a dispensational principle?  Then you never read the context of 
that passage.  In the gospel message, the most basic confusion that you are going to run into comes 
from a dispensational confusion.  Gentlemen, in the gospel message, the first confusion (the most basic 
confusion) you are going to run into is a dispensational confusion.   
 
And you must distinguish between the gospel messages in the bible.  If you don’t, you are going to 
subvert the people that hear you.  You must maintain the integrity of Paul’s “my gospel”.  You must 
distinguish between the various gospel messages, and you must rightly divide the gospel messages.  And 
you are going to find a tremendous amount of confusion about this among the people you minister to, 
and you are going to face human wisdom and pride and ego against Paul’s gospel.   
 
They are going to say, “Well, I believe we ought to follow Jesus.”  Or, “Well, who do you think you are 
anyway?”  Or, “You mean to tell me you know more than all the great men of the past; they never 
preached what you preach.  You don’t know more than they do.”  Or, “You just think you’re right and 
everybody else is wrong.”  Or, “Why didn’t Dr. So and So see this?  Are you saying he wasn’t a great man 
of God?”   
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Do you know what all of that is?  That is all logical, right?  I mean if it is the truth, wouldn’t you think 
everybody would have seen it?  (I’m talking about saved people and bible-believing people.)  You would 
think so.  You would wish so.  It’s all logical arguments, but it’s all based on human viewpoint.  And it is 
all an attempt to get you to shut up and go away and leave them alone.  And it is just the “words of 
wisdom”.  It’s man’s wisdom.  It’s man’s pride, and man’s ego focused at the message you are going to 
preach to them.  And the issue that you have to go on is divine viewpoint.   
 
Let me give you a little tip about things in your ministry.  When saved people begin to start sounding like 
unsaved people, you know exactly what you are doing.  You know right where they are.  They are in the 
flesh.  That is one reason you need to spend some time on the street corner, passing out tracks.  Just 
stand out there and pass out tracks, and talk to people.  I don’t mean one afternoon, I mean for three or 
four years every Saturday, you should be out there.   
 
I thank God back in my younger days (when I had the time to spend, before I got married) that for two 
years another brother and I didn’t miss one Saturday preaching on the street somewhere.  We would 
drive two or three hundred miles to get to preach on an afternoon somewhere.  We preached every 
Saturday – rain or shine.  And I wouldn’t give anything for that experience.  I used to go down skid row 
and pass out tracks in those bars and old hotels, and meet ungodly old reprobates, and what society 
would call the scum of the earth.   
 
Then I stood outside a nice big department store, and watched the upper crust come out, and those 
upper crust (with their religion and all of the rest) sounded just like the bums down there on skid row.  
They had the same excuses.  Through the years when I meet a Christian person and we’re talking about 
doctrine in the word, at times they begin to sound like one of those guys on the street out there.  
See, when you are out there on that street, you are getting some experience.  I told you that one of the 
greatest ways to get some illustrations and some understanding when you are preaching, and to make 
your preaching touch people, is to get out there with the people.  You go into a town and you start 
preaching in a town.   
 
And if you want to start a church in a community, you need to spend at least one afternoon a week (at 
least for the first two years you are there) passing out tracks on Main Street.  You need to get to know 
the people that you are talking to.  You cannot know people by sitting in a room somewhere.  And you 
cannot know people in a community by getting eight or ten people together and talking to them.  The 
only way you are going to get to know the people you are ministering to (and the community that you 
are in) is to get out there.  I’m talking about getting to know them, and to do that you have to take the 
word of God, the gospel message, those tracks, and start passing them out to them, and watch what 
they do with it.  That is how you get to know them.  And also, they get to know you too.   
 
Now when you see saved people begin to sound just like unsaved people, (going with all this human 
words of wisdom) do you know what you are dealing with?  You are dealing with the flesh.  And you are 
going to find that – the  “words of wisdom” against Paul’s “my gospel”.   
 
Now I want to spend the rest of the class talking about the three categories in which the gospel 
messages in the bible can be distinguished.  And you need to understand these three categories.  And 
you need to get them fixed in your mind so that you are not confused about what the gospel message is, 
and what the various gospel messages are in the bible.  Now I have been over this material with you 
before, but I’m going to diagram it one more time. 
 
You are going to find that even grace believers, even grace preachers, sometime are not clear about this 
issue.  I have been in Pastors Conferences that were made up of nothing but grace preachers, and I saw 
them get so confused about this issue.  And that fascinates me, and I don’t want you to be that way.   
 



There are three categories in which you can list the various gospel messages in the bible to distinguish 
them:   
 
1. Messages that refer exclusively to the kingdom program and to the prophecy program.  They are 
messages that deal exclusively with Israel’s Kingdom and the Prophetic Program.   
2. Messages that refer exclusively to the Grace Program, the Mystery Program, the dispensation of grace.   
3. Messages that are inter-dispensational - related to both the Mystery and the Prophecy Programs.   
 
You can think about it like a house.  You put a foundation down, and then on one side of the foundation 
you build a wing of the house and on the other side of the foundation you build another wing of the 
house.  And you have messages in each of those wings, but they do not have anything to do with each 
other – they are totally separate.  But under-girding both of them is a common foundation.   
 
Now there are messages in your bible (gospel messages) which refer exclusively to the nation Israel.  An 
example of this is the gospel of the circumcision.  Then there is the gospel of the kingdom and those 
messages refer exclusively to the Nation Israel.  Those messages have to do with prophecy, and they 
have to do with Israel’s kingdom program.   
 
Now, on the other side you have some messages that have to do with the mystery program, the secret 
program.  It is a gospel message called the gospel of the uncircumcision – the gospel of the grace of God 
proclaimed in the dispensation of grace.  These messages are separate and distinct.  And then, you have 
some messages that are inter-related and used in reference to both of the programs.  Let me show you 
this.   
 
First let’s look at the gospel of the circumcision.  I am going to assume that by now you understand the 
details of the gospel of the circumcision, and the gospel of the kingdom.  Is that a safe assumption?   
Let me give you some verses for the gospel of the circumcision:  Galatians 2:7; Genesis 12 and 17; and 
Acts 3:25-26.   
 
Turn back to 2 Timothy 2:14-15: “Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the 
Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers.  Study to shew 
thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” 
 
Now he is going to talk to you about being a workman.  In verses 14-18 the issue is a “workman.”  And 
the figure of speech is that of a “workman.”  And as a workman, your responsibility is to seek God’s 
approval.  The most important words in 2 Timothy 2:15 are not “rightly divide” and are not “study.”  
Now, you did not think you would ever hear me say that, did you?  The most important words are 
“approved unto God.”  That is the motivation, and the purpose for studying, and for rightly dividing.  It is 
so you can be “approved unto God.”   
 
Be diligent, and be careful.  That word “study” means “diligent, careful attention.”  That is what you do 
when you study something.  If you study a book, you give it diligent, careful attention.  If you study a 
painting, you give it diligent, careful attention.  If you study a beautiful landscape sunset, you give it 
diligent, careful attention.  When you gentlemen study your wife, you give them diligent, careful 
attention.  When you ladies study your husbands, you give them diligent, careful attention.  We use the 
word in all kinds of contexts.  There is a car down the street from our house that is for sale.  And my son, 
Rick, has car-itis right now at 16 years old.  Well, he studied that car from one end to the other.  
 
Paul tells the Thessalonians to study to be quiet.  What does he mean?  He means give diligent, careful 
attention to be quiet, peaceful, and tranquil in your life.  So, study – give diligent, careful attention “to 
shew thyself approved unto God.”  Well how do you do that?  You rightly divide the word of truth.  “A 
workman in the word” is the issue here.  Your workmanship is to be in the word.   
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Your work is not to go out and build a church building.  I have been to preacher’s houses, and preacher’s 
churches and ministries, and so forth for years now, and they take me around and show me this big 
building.  I went to a fellow’s place recently, and he took me and showed me this church building.  He 
took me through the building and showed it to me, and showed me how they built the church building.  
And this has happened to me several times.  And the satisfaction was in building the church building.   
 
And then you go and see the people, and the people do not know beans about sound bible doctrine.  And 
I have to conclude that the man built the wrong church.  He built the wrong building.  It is better to meet 
in a garage somewhere and build the doctrine in the people, than to build a nice edifice out here (a nice 
building) and fail to put that godly edification into the saints.  So, the “workmanship” is in doctrine – in 
the word of truth.   
 
In 1 Corinthians 3, the work that is tried there is the building of sound doctrine on the foundation that 
Paul laid.  That is the work, and that is the work here. 
 
Now, you have to seek God’s approval in the workmanship.  It has to do with protecting and proclaiming 
the deposit (the word of truth) that has been committed to you.  And, of course you understand the issue 
of right division.  
 
Turn back to 2 Timothy 2.  As a workman you want God’s approval – not pleasing men but pleasing God.  
And you have to know what the work is.  
 
Again, Paul is just showing you different aspects and views of the ministry with the intention of you 
knowing what your job is.  Then when the opposition from the adversary comes, you will know how to sit 
down and know Am I doing the job or not?  And if I am, then I have assurance and confidence, and if I 
am not, then I get right.  You better get right! 
 
When you get discouraged and you begin to get intimidated (that spirit of fear, and intimidation, and 
discouragement comes on you) you have to sit down and look at yourself and say, “Now Lord what is 
going on?”  And your ministry begins to die out like Timothy’s does.  And this is going to happen to you.  
Take my word for it; it will come.  All of you had some low spots already.  And Paul says, “When you do 
that, I want you to be able to think with a sound mind.  I want you to think about the thing clearly and 
accurately, and here is how to do it.”  So you keep these things and you know how to properly evaluate 
the ministry.   

 

 

2nd Timothy 2:16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will 
increase unto more ungodliness.  

“But shun profane and vain babblings: [Just a bunch of empty vain, ungodly words.  Profane is 
something that is ungodly, and something that God did not give you to do.] for they will increase unto 
more ungodliness.  And their word [Notice “their word”, babblings, the words] will eat as doth a canker: 
of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection 
is past already; and overthrow the faith of some”.   
 
These men had a dispensational problem.  Their problem was that they were not rightly dividing the 
word of God.  They were not rightly dividing the resurrections.  And the result was: “they overthrew the 
faith of some.”  They took the foundation upon which some of the believers were standing and they 
destroyed it.   
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Do you remember Romans 14:20, when Paul talks about for meat, don’t destroy the work of God.  He 
isn’t talking about sending the man to hell.  He’s talking about destroying that edification issue – making 
him a child who is tossed to and fro instead of bringing stability in his life.  Do you know what these men 
are doing?  Look at the context of 2 Timothy 2:15. 
 
2 Timothy 2:16: “But shun profane and vain babblings: [Stay away from air-heads.  That is basically what 
he is saying.] for they will increase unto more ungodliness.”  It just gets worse and worse.  They just go 
in circles, and circles, and never get anywhere.  

 

2nd Timothy 2:17 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is 
Hymenaeus and Philetus; (Saved men)  

17  And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus;  [Who teach false 
doctrine.] 

 
Verse 17: “And their word will eat as doth a canker.”  It is just like gangrene.  Those kinds of people 
begin to consume things, and get everything all stirred up.  And there is not any profit, or value, in it at 
all.  Continuing: “of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus.”   
 
Now, he is going to give you an example of false doctrine that ought to be opposed.  Verse 18: “Who 
concerning the truth have erred, [made a mistake] saying that the resurrection is past already; and 
overthrow the faith of some.”  “Overthrow” is “to subvert, to turn it upside-down.”  False doctrine is 
words to no profit, words that do not have the profit in them that God placed in the word of God.  They 
are unprofitable words; they are unsound words; they are false doctrine.  They are not truth.  You are to 
shun those words and avoid them.  You are to stay away from them, and oppose them.  In order to have 
God’s approval as a workman, and in your workmanship in the word, you have to oppose that which is 
false as well as teach that which is true.  It takes both of those things.   
 
So, in your workmanship, when is your work getting done?  And what is your work?  You need to know.  
Look at this verse in Hosea 8:14 and Amos 7:13. 
 

 

2nd Timothy 2:18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the 
resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.  (Error in timing) 

(They left Paul) (They left the faith=Doctrine) 

2nd Timothy 2:19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, 
having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every 
one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.  

Now I want to talk to you about the power of God’s grace.  We want to discuss some things: the details 
of grace motivation (about the empowerment side of the coin).  We discuss the dispensational issue at 
great lengths.  We talk at great length about the doctrinal side of the grace coin in the believer’s life (and 
the mystery coin).   
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We want to talk a little bit about the other side.  Do you remember that verse in 2 Timothy 2:19: 
“Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. 
And, [the other side of the coin] Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”  Do 
you know that verse?  
 
Well we want to turn the coin over.  We usually talk about the fact that the Lord knows and tells you 
about all that you have in Christ, but now there is the other side.  There is the motivational side, not the 
doctrinal and dispensational side so much as the motivational.  And when I say that, you know doctrine is 
on both sides.  You understand doctrine about your practical walk or your motivation empowerment.  
That is teaching just like the teaching about the deity of Christ, or the dispensational things. 
 
So there is the dispensational side – the dispensation of the mystery.  Then there is the motivational side 
– the acknowledgment of the mystery.  And that is where the empowerment comes to walk daily in light 
of the dispensational truth.   Turn to Colossians and notice the amazing energy of the apostle Paul:  
Colossians 1:28-29. 
 
The metaphor in verses 19 through 23 is that of “a vessel.”  The metaphor is a vessel, or a vase, or a 
cup, some kind of a container in a great house.    
 
In verse 19, the house has a foundation.  And the foundation is safe and secure.  And the foundation has 
a seal on it, and one side of the seal says, “The Lord knoweth them that are his.”  Now, that is security 
and safety, and that is wonderful.  And you better be glad it has that on it, because sometimes you can 
look at them and you cannot tell which ones are his and which ones are not.  But the other side of that 
seal says, “And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”  So, the first thing a 
vessel has to do is “be clean” – “depart from iniquity.”   
 
Now there is a reference you need to write down by “depart from iniquity.”  Write down Numbers 16:26.  
Now most of the cross-references do not give you that reference, but that is the reference.  Study that 
passage about Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.  They came up and challenged Moses’ authority.  And the 
statement “depart from iniquity” is a reference to departing from those people who rebelled against 
Moses’ authority. 
 
On the one side it says, “The Lord knoweth them that are his.”  But the responsibility of them that are his 
is to depart from iniquity, to depart from those who rebel against Pauline authority.  

 

2nd Timothy 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold 
and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and 
some to dishonour.  

2 Timothy 2:20: “But in a great house [which is the body of Christ, the house of God today] there are not 
only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to 

dishonour.”   
 
And in 2 Timothy 2:20 when he says, “some to honour, and some to dishonour” he is just saying that the 
false teachers, and false doctrine, are of no value.  They do not have any value to the church.  In the 
great house (which is the body of Christ or the visible manifestation of it in the local assembly) false 
teachers do not have any value, so do not mess with them.  Leave them alone, and stay away from 
them.   
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Now, it is not going to look that way.  Those false teachers are going to look successful.  Think about it.  
Go around today and think about the denominational systems of our world.   
 
Jesus says in Luke 16:15: “Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your 
hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.”  You need to 
memorize that verse.   
 
You go out and look at the things that are highly esteemed among men (the denominations and all the 
things) and you check out their doctrine.  I am not talking about the activity and all this world-wind that 
they got going, but check out what they preach and the doctrine.  And you will find that there is not any 
value in them.   
 
Now that is not what people want to believe.  People want to see all that activity and say, “See the 
activity! It is so wonderful!”  But that is just making a “fair shew in the flesh” and unintelligent believers 
and believers that have been brought under the Satanic Plan B (intimidation) fall for that.  And you 
cannot do that and have a successful ministry.  You must be able to stand against that and to lead them 
into not falling for that kind of a thing.   

 

2nd Timothy 2:21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall 
be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and 
prepared unto every good work.  

21  If a man therefore purge himself from these, [from these false doctrine teachers that get into the 
assembly.] he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared 
unto every good work. 
 
You are not prepared for every good work until you get the false teachers out of your midst, and the 
issue there is the local assembly.  Titus 1:9-13, Titus 3:9-11, 2 Thessalonians 3:6. 

 
Verse 21: “If a man therefore purge himself [The vessel is a man.] from these.”  He is talking about a 
man purging himself from the people that do iniquity in verse 19, and that would be the false teachers 
back in verse 18.  They were the people that do not rightly divide the word of God and rebel against 
Pauline authority, and that is what he is talking about. It is a reference to purging yourself from false 
teachers.  The vessel of honour is a reference to true teachers of the word, and the vessel of dishonour 
to false teachers of the word.   

 
It is just like in 1 Corinthians 3.  The gold silver precious stone has to do with the building of sound 
doctrine, things that are of intrinsic value and lasting value.  And the wood hay and stubble is the bad 
doctrine, the doctrine that is not Pauline doctrine. 
 
2 Timothy 2:21: “If a man therefore purge himself [Purge has to do with the discipline of getting those 
things out.] from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, [set apart] and meet [qualified] for 

the master’s use, and prepared [ready] unto every good work.”  They are ready for the master’s use.  To 
be usable, you have to be clean from dishonor.  Bad doctrine hinders the operation of God the Holy 
Spirit.  It hinders God the Holy Spirit’s ability and capacity to use you to your fullest.   
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2nd Timothy 2:22 Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, 
faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart.  

You are to flee one thing and follow the other (warning - teaching).   
 
Timothy had admitted to Paul that youthful lust (youthful temptations) had plagued him, and he lived in 
godless Ephesus, which was not any help to that (2 Timothy 2:22).  Timothy had problems with 
temptations, and he lived in a godless town.  Well, all of you probably have televisions, so you know 
what I mean.  It is a problem, and it is something that you have to learn to deal with.   
 
2 Timothy 2:22: “Flee also youthful lusts.”  Now look at that verse.  Do you see that word “also?”  You 
are also to be free from irresponsible conduct.  The reason that I know that verses 20 and 21 are not 
referring to moral conduct (the youthful lusts and that kind of thing) but are referring to doctrinal issues 
is because in verse 22 he says, “Flee also youthful lusts.”  Now if he had been talking about sins of the 
flesh in the sense of passion and lust, rather than the doctrinal issues, he wouldn’t have said, “Flee also.”  
It is clear what he means. 

 

2nd Timothy 2:23 But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing 
that they do gender strifes.  

Continuing in verses 22 and 23: “but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on 
the Lord out of a pure heart.  But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender 
strifes.”  This is referring to people that are always arguing about questions that you cannot answer, like: 
Who was talking in John 3:16?  People that always get hung up on something that you cannot come to a 
conclusive answer about are people that are foolish and that gender contention just to prove they are 
right.  They gender strife. 

 
I would recommend that you take the book of Proverbs sometime, and you study very carefully what the 
book of Proverbs says about strife and where it comes from, and contention and where it comes from.   
Proverbs 13:10. 

 

2nd Timothy 2:24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient,  

2 Timothy 2:24 is a passage that explains how to reclaim demon possessed people today.  How are they 
possessed?  They are possessed by the doctrine of the devils.  They have been taught a doctrine that 
perverts grace.  And they hold a perverted gospel, like the Galatians did.   
 
That is exactly what happened at Galatia.  Those people were holding to a perverted, satanic, perversion 
of the gospel of grace.  Now what do you do to somebody like that?  2 Timothy 2:24,25: “And the 
servant of the Lord must not strive; [don’t be arguing] but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 
In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves.” What do you think he is going to be teaching 
them about?  He will be teaching them God’s message.  Continuing in verse 25: 
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“And the servant of the Lord must not strive”.  In other words, he has to be a non-threatening person: 
“be gentle … apt to teach, patient, In meekness.”  He has to be someone who is not threatened and who 
is not threatening.  “Must not strive” is quarrelsome and fighting but must be “gentle”.  Gentle is kind.   
 
Your ministry must not be characterized as a “know it all” and “put down” attitude, but with kindness 
unto all men.  “Apt to teach” which is able to give the necessary instruction out of the word of God, and 
“patient.”  Kindness is just being courteous, and teaching is getting that edification design going again.  
Patience is being willing to put up with abuse, willing to put up with being abused.   
 
When you confront a man in reversion and start giving him the instruction, he is not going to love you.  
What is the dynamic of grace motivation?  It is the word of God - warning and teaching.  You warn this 
man and counsel him with regard to danger in his life, and with a view of a change in his conduct.  You 
warn him about that vain mind.  You go to the real issue.  And do you know what is going to happen?  
More likely than not, he is not going to appreciate it.  Do you know what happens when you have been in 
a dark room for a long time and somebody turns on the light?  “Turn off that light!”  And that is why you 
have to be patient – willing to take it.   
 
2 Timothy 2:25: “In meekness.”  Do you remember Galatians 6:1-2? 
 
“But be gentle unto all men.”  Now that is a difficult characteristic to possess.  But your ministry and your 
character (yourself) has to be marked with gentleness.  That means kindness and courteousness, and it 
is talking about just being a kind person.  Gentleness is the ability to calmly inquire after the truth.  Ask 
what – not why.  Do you remember talking about that?  The issue is what happened?  You know why – 
so you find out what happened.  It is the mechanics of getting to the problems.  Focus on the problem 
not the people.   
 
Verse 24 again: “apt to teach” means able to teach – instructing the people according to Paul’s design in 
order to produce edification and establishment.  You have to know how to establish the people.  That is 
the one thing you should be able to do.  But I want you to be able to do the others also.  I would not 
have minded if they did not put that next word in verse 24 “patient.”   
 
2 Timothy 4:2 says: “Preach the word, be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all longsuffering”.  That is the same thing – patience.  Being “patient” means “willing to put up with being 
abused, and willing to put up with being mistreated.”   
 
Do you know what is going to happen when you confront someone in reversionism?  They are going to 
insult you and mistreat you and be unkind to you.  They are going to call forth your old man’s wrath and 
anger and indignation, and if you are going to help them, you must be patient.  You can get mad at them 
for calling you names and you can get mad at them for getting mad at you.  You can get mad at them for 
not treating you with the respect you think you should have from them.  But, if that is how you feel, just 
stay home. 
 
When you get involved in ministering to people in reversionism (people who are “opposing themselves” 
and have the need of your ministry) you will have to be equipped ahead of time with the right attitude.  
When you understand what is happening with them though, then you can have the right attitude.  You 
will know why they are angry with you: “he that is spiritual judgeth all things” (1 Corinthians 2:15).  He 
understands all things, but the other people do not understand him.  Well, that is being patient.   
 
Do not come crying to me about somebody insulting you.  Because I never had anybody insult me that I 
could not sit long enough and figure out they are probably right.  How long did it take me to figure that 
out?  I probably had to think at least eight or ten seconds.  If you can objectively think about yourself, 
you know you are not that hot to trot.  You have some problems.  You are to be “patient” – be willing to 
let people abuse you. 
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Do you remember when we talked about what to do when you find a believer in reversion?  We talked 
about how to handle them by looking at 2 Timothy 2.  You take the doctrine and you begin to teach them 
and you begin to develop the spiritual life in them.  And as you develop the spiritual life in them, they 
begin to respond to it, and they begin to want to walk properly.  They begin to investigate the scripture.  
And by your instruction in the sound doctrine, growth takes place.   
 
Well growth takes time.  It does not happen over night.  You are not going to fix every situation instantly.  
I know you are going into town and you are going to set the world on fire.  But listen, that town is going 
to be standing ten years after you are gone, so do not worry about it.  I saw a man come to Alabama 
one time and he got on the television and said, “I’m going to take this city for Christ.”  He did and he is 
off taking another city now.   
 
I applaud your zeal and I am in favor of your zeal.  I had the same kind of zeal when I was in your 
position.  Do not ever lose the zeal.  Burn out for the Lord; don’t rust out for the devil.  But do it right, 
and be realistic.  And let that zeal motivate you to do things the right way. 
 
2 Timothy 2:24 says, “And the servant of the Lord must not strive.”  Do not try to get ahead and be first.  
You need to write yourself a note to spend some time in the book of Proverbs looking up some of these 
verses about strife, and contention, and where they come from.  Then you will understand what is 
happening when strife, and difficulty, and crisis’ like that come up in the local church.  You will 
understand what the problem is. 
 
Do you remember when we studied how to restore a believer who is in reversionism?  I drew the 
anatomy of the man for you, and we went through the different parts of man.  I tried to show you how a 
believer gets into reversion and begins to act like an unbeliever.  And when he does that, you need to 
understand what is happening to him, so you can go to the heart of the problem.  Somebody said, “The 
heart of a problem is always in the heart.”  You always want to go to the heart of the issue.  And if you 
understand what is going on and you understand from the word of God, by faith, where contention 
comes from, what do you know to go deal with?  You deal with the real problem. 
 
I deal with people sometime, and they end up getting mad at me, and I get real tickled about this.  
People come to me with all kinds of problems, grumbling and complaining.  And I always deal with them 
about “them”, not the problem and not the person that they are having such a problem with.  If they are 
coming to you in a spirit that is wrong, then maybe what they are coming to you about is wrong.  Well 
let’s get “you” right (in the right frame of mind) so you can properly handle that situation.   
 
And do you know what people want to do?  They want to spit in your eye when you do that.  Do you 
know why?  It is because “only by pride cometh contention.”   

 

2nd Timothy 2:25 In meekness instructing those that oppose 
themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the 
acknowledging of the truth;  

“if God peradventure will give them repentance [a change of mind] to the acknowledging of the truth.”  
They are going against the truth that has been committed to them.  They are perverting it and he said, 
“You come along and you patiently teach them the truth, if peradventure God will give them repentance 
(a change of mind) so they would acknowledge the truth, once again” 
 

tw://bible.*/?id=55.2.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=55.2.24|_AUTODETECT_|


“In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves” (4:25).  That is teaching the people who are 
working against who they really are.  Here is a guy and he is functioning the opposite of who God has 
really made him.  Isn’t he opposing who he really is?   
 
Continuing in verse 25: “if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
truth.”  That is a change of mind that will lead them to a proper perception of the truth – repentance.   
 
Now in the last lesson we were in 2 Timothy 2 concluding the restoration process of a believer who is in 
reversionism – the believer who is acting the opposite of who he is.  Verse 24-26:  
 
“And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, In 
meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; [people who are working against who they really are 
in Christ] if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; [In other 
words they would have a change of mind that leads to a proper perspective and perception of the truth, 
being able to acknowledge the truth] And that they may recover themselves [This is saved people he is 
talking about.  They are going to recover themselves and come to their senses so to speak.] out of the 
snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him [Satan] at  his will.”   
 
These people have been ensnared by Satan and ensnared by his policy of evil against the body of Christ.  
They have been caught up in his policy of evil – his evil purposes – his evil will.  His plan and purpose is 
operating against the body of Christ.  They have been caught, trapped, and ensnared by it.  Now the 
indication in the passage is that people that have been ensnared by Satan and caught up in his policy of 
evil can be restored, can be recovered, can be set back on the right track.  They can “recover 
themselves” which means “to return to sobriety.”   
 
Do you remember Ephesians 5:18: “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the 
Spirit.”  He is talking about the guy in reversionism opposing himself and is saying “but be filled with the 
Spirit.”  In other words, walk in line with what God is doing today (with who you really are).   
 
Now the means of recovery in verse 25 “In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves.”  The 
means for recovery of the believer in reversion (people that are opposing themselves and acting the 
opposite of who they are in Christ) is sound instruction from the word – by taking the truth and removing 
that callus that gets on the soul by the positive attitude toward sound doctrine.  
 
And what do you do with the instruction?  It is not so much that the person might not know some 
doctrine in their head, but the doctrine has to be in the soul (in the heart) to be operative.  Remember 
reversion puts that blockage between the heart and the soul.  So you have to stir that doctrine up in the 
soul.  The doctrine may be down in the soul, but because of the blackout in the soul they are not able to 
find it.  They cannot get a handle on it.   
 
So you confront them (carefrontation) you instruct them.  You give them instruction in the scripture, and 
that is the way to recovery because that will bring about the change of mind.  The key to recovery is 
repentance – the change of mind, which is going from the negative to the positive volition towards sound 
doctrine.  Instead of being negative towards what God said, be positive.  Instead of being rebellious 
against it, be obedient to it.  Now that is the way you recover. 
 
I want you to notice in 2 Timothy 2:24-25.  Once you understand the mechanics of how it operates, here 
is the key that turns on the switch and provides the power.  “The servant of the Lord must not strive; but 
be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves.”  Do 
you see how those qualities zero in on you?   
 
Gentlemen, it is not enough to have the sword of the Spirit all polished and sharp on both sides.  That is 
not enough.  The man that reels that sword determines the outcome of the battle.  And that sword of the 
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Spirit has to be used in line, not with my self-will and the way I think it should be done, but it has to be 
the way the Spirit of God wants it used.   
 
And how does he say to use it?  He says in verse 24 that the servant must not.  It is not saying Please do 
not do it.  This is not optional.  This is essential.  The servant of the Lord “must not strive.”   
Paul, what do you mean by strive?  What do you do when you strive about something?  You quarrel 
about it, and you fight about it.  He is saying not to be quarrelsome and argumentative.  It is Romans 
14:1: 
 
Jude 1:3 says that we should be “earnestly contending for the faith.”  How can you tell the difference in 
yourself or someone else whether they are striving or whether they are contending?  Can’t they look a lot 
alike?  Sure they can.  How do you tell the difference?  Striving is Romans 14:1 (not Jude 1).  Striving is 
receiving somebody just to make them your slave, or just to see if you can tear them up.  And “you” are 
the issue.  Continuing in 2 Timothy 2:24 
 
2 Timothy 2:25: “In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves.”  Remember Galatians 6:1 and 
that will keep you meek, and that will keep you humble.  “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye 
which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted.”  When you see people overtaken in a fault and you see them in reversion, it reminds you of 
the fact that you have been there before.  If you keep remembering that, you will not have any trouble 
staying humble.   
 
Now what I want you to see is this: There is more involved in the work of the ministry and in 
ambassadorship than just knowing sound doctrine.  You have to know the doctrine, but the ministry 
involves that doctrine working in you.  That is what ministry is – the work of the ministry.  You are 
saturated with the doctrine and the doctrine is operating in you and working in you and it produces 
activity – the work of the ministry.  The key to the ministry is who you are (spirituality).   
 
What do you mean by spirituality?  It means “walking in the Spirit” and “being filled with the Spirit.”  The 
key is your heart not your head.  The key is the doctrine down in your heart operating.  The key to the 
ministry is not “programs.”  The key to the ministry is not funds (money).  The key to the ministry is not 
connections; it is not professionalism.  The key to the ministry is keeping your heart right.  It is what the 
world would call an attitude adjustment – keeping your heart right.  
 
There are several practical reasons why I am not going to spend time teaching you how to run programs 
and operate things.  If I taught you a bunch of programs and you went out and tried to imitate them, 
you are going to end up in places that they will not work.  There are things we used to do down South 
that would not work up here, and there are things we do here in Chicago that would not work down 
there, where I am from, in Alabama.  But you will find the ways and the methods to get the job done 
right if you are right.   
 
If you are not in reversion but rather you have the doctrine working in you, and you are walking in line 
with whom God has made you, and grace is operating in your life, you will find the methodology.  You 
will find the means and you will go borrow the brains to get the job done in a right honorable way if you 
are right.  
 
That is what the preachers mean when they say, “The work is not machinery.”  And it is not organization.  
That does not mean structure is not necessary, and it does not mean that programs and organizations 
and things are not necessary.  You need those things if you have people together.  You need 
organization and structure and I am not putting that down at all, but you (operating on sound doctrine) 
are the key to the ministry.    
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I wrote down seven things that I want to share with you.  These come more out of a pastor’s heart than 
out of the scripture – in the sense of a passage.  But there are seven things that I want to share with you 
that are essential in the work of the ministry, and these are essential in the sense of who you are and 
what you do as an ambassador, especially thinking about leadership in the local church.  These things are 
for pastors and layman, but especially for pastors.   
 
These things are not original with me, but they are things that are passed down from one campfire to the 
next just like I am passing them on to you, and someday you will be able to pass them on to others.  
These seven things are things that a pastor friend of mine shared with me years ago.  I do not know 
where he got them, maybe they were original with him and maybe they weren’t.  But I found them to be 
true.  I will explain them to you the best way I can, the way that I understand them.  But they are things 
that I found to be true in my ministry and in my life.  Philippians 3:3-9. 
 
Getting back to 2 Timothy 2:24-25, the last illustration is that of a servant.  And the servant is to instruct 
with meekness. “And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, 
patient, In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth.” 
 
You find these believers that are just working against themselves.  They are in reversion – acting the 
reverse of who they are.  And you are to be gentle.  You are not to strive; you are not to get all mad, but 
you are to be gentle, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing them.   
 
Do you know what that tells me?  It is not naturally easy to teach people things.  It is not naturally going 
to be an easy thing to make people understand spiritual truth, especially believers in reversion.  It is 
going to be difficult.  So, you are not to get all upset at them, but be gentle with them, apt to teach, 
patient, in meekness (lowliness of mind) instructing.  You are to give them the word – teach them, give 
them that truth that they need.   
 
And you will have to guard against letting that get you in the flesh, because that is what he is talking 
about in verse 24.  When you deal with these people you need to be gentle, and you will not want to be 
gentle.  You want to bust them in the nose, but that is not going to help.  You will need to be patient.  
You will need to be apt to teach the people.  You will have to be willing to put up with being abused and 
being misused.  Paul said, “I am willing to spend and be spent.”  And they will spend you, brother.  And if 
you are not willing to do these things, you will wind up doing something other than the work that God 
gave you to do as the work of the ministry. 
 
That word “servant” there is the Greek word for slave – “doulos”.  Write down Exodus 21:1-6, and that is 
a passage that describes the bond slave.   
 
You will hear that term “the bond servant.”  And that means if a man had a slave, every so many years 
the slaves were to be let go – free.  And the year came and that slave was to be set free, but he loved 
his master so he said, “I love my master and I am serving, not out of slavery, but because I love the guy, 
and I do not want to be free.  I want to continue to be his servant.”  Now there was a procedure for that, 
and then he became a “bond slave” – “a love slave.”  The bond that held that servant to the master 
became love, not ownership.  
  
Now, maybe you do not think that kind of a relationship could ever happen, but it can and it does in 
human life.  But the more pertinent thing is that it happens in the Christian life.   
 
That Greek work  “doulos” describes that kind of a servant.  You were the servants of sin.  You were the 
hirelings of sins, the slaves of sin, but now you are the servants of righteousness.  You are God’s servant, 
but your service to God is on the basis of a “bond servant.”  It is a “love service” rather than a “have-to 
service.”  And that is that servant in the passage.  And you need to be familiar with that “bond servant.”   
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Exodus 21:1-6 is a great passage and you need to be familiar with that passage.  God’s slave does not 
have it easy though. 
 
You get to the place where you actually can't get to the truth, and you oppose yourself as in 2 Timothy 
2:25.  You begin to be almost the opposite of whom you really are – the reality of who you are in Christ 
is the very thing you are fighting against in your experience. 
 

 

2nd Timothy 2:26 And that they may recover themselves out of the 
snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.  

Paul says in 2 Timothy 2:26: “And that they may recover themselves.”  You do not recover yourself, if 
you did not have the help to start with.  They had the truth, and departed from that truth. Now, they 
have to be recovered.  They are saved people. 

 
Continuing in verse 26: “recover themselves [notice] out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive 
by him [Satan] at his will”.  The will of Satan is a reference to the policy of evil that Satan has against the 
body of Christ.  And they are taking (just like God has) a will that reflects his purpose and program today.  
Satan has a will, a purpose and a program today.  And these men are caught captives in Satan’s program 
to pervert the gospel of grace.   
 
Now, these men are ministers, and they are claiming a perverted gospel and messing up grace, and 
participating in Satan’s policy of evil.  I repeat – they are not the devil.  We are talking about brothers in 
Christ.  And your responsibility is to go to them, and not strive with them, but be patient and gentle with 
them, and love them, and teach them the truth.  Okay?  Do not hate them and be mean to them, and do 
not be afraid of them.  Go with the truth and teach them, and instruct them, and give them the truth.   
 
But you need to remember what you are dealing with.  And let me say this to you, they are 
representatives of the adversary, not the Lord Jesus Christ.  And you can join their ranks and promote a 
false gospel too, if you are not careful.   
 
The indication in the passage is that souls have been ensnared by Satan and his policy of evil against the 
body of Christ.  He is fixing it so that you, as a member of the body of Christ, cannot function properly.  
The indication is that people in that condition may be restored and the verse says they may recover 
themselves and the means of recovery is in verse 24 and 25.  Basically, it is sound instruction from the 
word of God.   
 
But notice how they are to be instructed.  Notice it does not say to just teach them doctrine.  It does say 
that but notice how you have to do it.  You have to think about who they are, what they are, and how to 
get the doctrine in there.  Verse 24: 
 
“And that they may recover themselves” (4:26).  That word “recover” simply means “to sober up” and “to 
come to their senses and start thinking properly.”  Do you know what the key to recovery is?  It is 
bringing that person to repentance so “that they may recover themselves.”   
 
How do they recover themselves?  The sound doctrine takes away the callus and allows the edification 
once again to operate.   
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Your ministry toward these believers in reversionism is to take that word and instruct them.  But listen, it 
is obvious in those passages that he gives five things to do and only one of them is to “instruct” them 
(apt to teach).  All the other ones are the attitude with which you come at them because you can feed 
that fester by improper responses to them.   
 
Do you know what the key to an effective ministry is?  “You” – being a spiritually minded believer, and 
having that doctrine in your heart not just your head.  It is having that doctrine control your activity 
towards these people.   
 
2 Timothy 2:26: “And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken 
captive by him at his will.”  Of course that is about the satanic opposition trying to trap believers.   
You will find out in your ministry that people are fickle.  It is amazing.  You go along, and you work, and 
you think you have them established, and you go away and do something with somebody else.  Then you 
come back and you say, “How in the world!  Can’t they just stand there?”  Wouldn’t you think somebody 
could just stand in Christ?  I mean the Lord said, “You can’t stand – sit!”  Just don’t move!  And what do 
they do?  They just walk off.   
 
And you keep teaching, and you keep teaching, and be patient.  I almost said, “And you don’t get 
discouraged.”  But when you get discouraged, you properly evaluate the work of the ministry, and that 
puts you back where you ought to be.   
 
Paul is telling you in these 8 metaphors, “I want you to know who you are, and I want you to know the 
job that God has called you to do.  I want you to know this so you can be faithful to the task, and more 
importantly so you can know when you are doing the job and when you are not.” 
 
In the next lesson we will go through chapter 3.  And in chapter 3, he is going to tell you how to have 
confidence and assurance in the ministry.  The issue in chapter 3 is how to have realistic expectations 
about what to expect in the days ahead – what to expect in your ministry.  The long and the short of it is 
that you are not going to permanently change the world.  You are not going to change the course of the 
dispensation in which we live.  But, that doesn't mean you should not be out there doing the work of the 
ministry.  You are out there doing the work of the ministry understanding what you are doing.  And we 
will see that in the next lesson. 
 
These are great passages, gentlemen, to give you confidence and boldness.  And I assure you that Paul 
put them here because you are going to find great need for these instructions in the days ahead.  And 
when you do, draw from the strength God has given you in these epistles that are handbooks to teach 
you how to do the work of the ministry, and what the work of the ministry is, and how to sustain your 
ministry to a successful conclusion.   
 
2 Timothy 2:26 – “And that they may recover themselves (speaking about these people that oppose 
themselves and don’t live like believers) out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his 
will.”   
 
Did you ever catch an animal in a snare trap?  You set out this trap and you catch the animal in it, and he 
tries to get away, but he can’t.  And he tries to get to the bait, but he can’t.  You have him caught, and 
he cannot get there. 
 
Well, the “snare of the devil” is a thing that he catches someone in, and they can’t get to the truth.  He is 
holding them back from getting to the reality, the truth, and the issue out there.  And Satan will come 
along, and not just spoil you and take you captive and put you in the POW camp, but he will use another 
tactic.  He will try to catch you.  He will try to hold you in something that keeps you from being able to 
go on and get the truth.  Turn to 1 Timothy 4:1 
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2nd Timothy: 3 

Godlessness in the Last Days 

2nd Timothy 3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times 
shall come.  

In 2 Timothy 2, Paul went over the issues of who you are and what the job is that God has called you to 
do as a pastor.  He told you what the work of the ministry is like, and he gave you all those metaphors 
and descriptions.  In essence, he was saying, “Get the picture of what the ministry is like so you can be 
faithful to the task that he has given you to do.”  But also, so you will know when you are doing the job 
because Satan’s attack is an attack of intimidation and discouragement, as well as a doctrinal attack, 
causing you to deny the faith.  And if he can discourage you, and intimidate you, and get you to quit, 
then he has won.  That is as good as getting you to deny the doctrine.  And not preaching something is 
just as bad as not believing it.   
 
Paul’s counteraction to that is to take the approach of telling you If you know about what is attacking you 
ahead of time, forearmed is forewarned. You know what he is going to do, and you know how he is 
going to work, and therefore you need to be ready for it.  He says, “Here is what the ministry is like.”  So 
when the ministry gets to be like this, do not be surprised.  If the ministry gets to be like “farming” and 
you sow and sow and you cultivate, and you weed, and it takes you a long time to get the crop, don’t get 
all upset.  If it gets like a soldier, where you are fighting and having to endure hardness, do not be 
surprised.  This is what the ministry is like. 
 
Now, 2 Timothy 3:1: “This know also.”  He says, “Here is something else that I want you to know about.  
And I don’t want you to be surprised, but “in the last days [of the dispensation of grace] perilous times 
shall come.”  Now he is going to tell you how it is going to be in the days ahead – what to expect in the 
future.  And in essence he is saying, “Now look, guys, you need to have a realistic set of expectations 
about what your ministry is going to be like.  You are not going to permanently change the world in 
which you live.”  Now, that is discouraging to tell a bunch of pastors, isn’t it?  You are not going to 
permanently change the course of the dispensation of grace.  There are certain things that are going to 
happen.   
 
Now, I want to read you a letter that we got the other day in the mail.  And I want to read this to you 
just so you get an idea about how things go.  Mr. Stam is 78 years old today.  This is May 27th, 1986, 
and today is his birthday.  He has been in the ministry for over 60 years.  Now, you would think when a 
guy is in the ministry for about 60 years, he would get a little respect, wouldn’t you?  That is what you 
are looking for – to get some respect.   
 
This is a part of the letter: 
 
After reading your comments about Professor “So and So”, after 15 years I would think that as a 
Christian you would drop this whole thing.  There is a group in “So and So” Town attending a grace 
church that feel you are an angry, elderly, jealous man that has not managed to get a degree in 
anything, as these men at “So and So” Bible College have.  You are continually finding fault.  Do you feel 
that you are the only one that’s right?  You should be so thankful that there is a Bible College where our 
young men are taught the grace message rightly divided.  Shame on you for finding fault and this 
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continued fighting through the printed page.  Why don’t you go over to the Bible College and talk face to 
face with these men and settle it once and for all.  Be a man!     
 
A group in Wisconsin 
 
They didn’t even sign their name.   
 
But, if you think your ministry is going to be any different from that, you need to read 2 Timothy 3 real 
close.   
 
Here is a set of quotes that Mr. Stam was given the other day.  He was given a tape by a pastor of a 
church of 500 or 600 people on the north side of Chicago.  This was a message preached on April 27, 
1986.  
 
They are saying that Paul preached not to baptize.  (Did he say that?  Did you ever hear us say that Paul 
would preach not to baptize.  Don’t we say that Paul said that he was sent not to baptize?)  If you talk 
baptism, you have to talk about immersion because it says they went down into the water.  (Do you 
know what is the matter with that?  They both went down into the water.  They left the chariot and went 
down into the water.  If that is immersion, both of them have to get wet.)  Stam said they didn’t reject 
Christ at the crucifixion – not until Paul.  (Did you ever hear Mr. Stam say that?  That is just a lie.  Sure 
they rejected Christ – they killed him!) 
 
There are three pages of a pastor’s Sunday morning message preached against Mr. Stam.  The title of 
the message was “Ultra-dispensationalism, a critique of C. R. Stam and the Berean Bible Society.”   
Do you know what’s the matter with that church?  One of his men in the church got to reading Things 
That Differ and went to his pastor and asked for an answer.  And this message is the answer – 
misrepresentations and tales and stories.  
 
The last thing this pastor says is, “This guy is a total ignoramus.  This guy is totally nuts!”  Well, if you 
think you are going to be dealt with fairly in the days ahead, can I shock you into thinking, by telling you 
that it is not going to happen?   
 
Now, the other pastor of that church took his shot on May 4th.  “Nowhere in anything that I read (from 
Pastor Stam’s books) does he say, ‘Let sin abound that grace may abound.’  But I have seen that attitude 
in many, many people who claim to be his followers.  While he does not say it, it is the affect of his 
ministry.”  Isn’t that interesting? 
 
Paul says in Romans 3:8: “And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we 
say,) Let us do evil, that good may come?  whose damnation is just.”  (You are going to get it!)   
This pastor says we are “new-evangelical.”  Can you imagine Mr. Stam being an evangelical?  That is 
wild! 
 
A fellow with a phone could call up and ask you what you believe, but he will not do it.  He could read 
your books, but will not do it.  He misrepresents them.  If you have the idea that when you go out and 
do the work of the ministry everything is going to be rosy, forget it!   
 
Paul says, “Look, do you see all of those metaphors?  Well, your ministry is going to be that way, and the 
days ahead are not going to get any better.”  You are going to get started in the work of the ministry, 
and you are going to believe I am going to set the world on fire! 
 
I remember when I went to start a church one time.  We were going to win Dallas County for Jesus.  Do 
you know who has Dallas County, Alabama today?  The devil still has it – had it then, and still has it now.  
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Now, does that mean you cannot have a ministry?  No!  It means that you need to be realistic in your 
expectations.   
 
If you are working under the great commission, what are you trying to do?  You are trying to go out and 
change the whole world system and bring in the kingdom, right?  Well, if that is what you are thinking 
the ministry is going to be like, do you know what is going to happen to you?  You are going to have 
problems.  You are going to get out in the ministry, and the world and the religious system are going to 
evaluate your ministry on the basis of the great commission – on the basis of something God is not doing 
today.  And if you do not understand what he is doing, you are never going to be able to get through it.  
You will be intimidated and discouraged, and you will wind up quitting.   
 
Back to 2 Timothy 3:1.  You are going to need to know what is going on here, and you are going to need 
to know what the work of the ministry is like, because what he is going to tell you here is that tough 
times are coming.  Be realistic, and know what is going on because the days ahead are going to be 
rough.  

 

2nd Timothy 3:2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy,  

2nd Timothy 3:3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,  

2nd Timothy 3:4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God;  

2nd Timothy 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof: from such turn away.  

“Having a form of godliness.”  Notice the ”form of godliness.”  Now this passage is a reference to the last 
days of the dispensation of grace, and the perilous times that fill up those last days.  And it is a reference 
to what the condition of the body of Christ is going to be then.  “Having a form of godliness, but denying 
the power, thereof.” 
 
Gentlemen, true godliness has a tremendous spiritual power that goes far beyond the physical size of the 
group that is involved.  You just keep remembering how God works today, and that will manifest itself. 
 
That is not a very pretty picture, is it?  That is a tough picture.   
 
There are two passages in Paul’s epistles, to Timothy, where he mentions the last days. 
 
In 1 Timothy 4 he talks about the general condition that will exist in the body of Christ in the lasts days.  
(1 Timothy 4:1-3). 
 
That general condition of apostacy, and departing from the faith, and departing from sound doctrine, and 
departing from the practice is going to be the general condition of the church, body of Christ.  
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Gentlemen, when the dispensation ends, the body of Christ is going to be in total apostacy.  It is going to 
be an apostate situation.  They are going to be “departed from the faith.”  And when I say total, I mean 
when you look at out there, it is just going to be a mess.   
 
But, there will be little remnant groups of faithful people around.  And that is what Paul is telling Timothy 
to be – be one of them.  2 Timothy 1 says, “They are departed from me.  They have all left me, but you 
be faithful!”   
 
Now in 2 Timothy 3, when he talks about the last days, you are given the general characteristics of the 
world system in which we live during the dispensation of grace.  And he calls it “perilous times.”  He does 
not say merely uncertain or hard or difficult, but dangerous, perilous times, when unwary and ill-prepared 
believers can be swept off their feet by a rising tide of unbelief and wickedness.  If you are ill prepared as 
the tide worsens, or you are not aware of what is going on, or you are not conscious of it, you are going 
to be swept off your feet.  So you want to be aware of what is going on in these days. 
 
Now, notice if you go down through that passage, they are all general terms – lovers of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, proud, etc.  Any age during the dispensation of grace can be said to characterize that 
age.  Those are general characteristics, and it is a catalog of evils that result from Satan’s rule in this 
present evil age.  These are general characteristics of a moral and a spiritual nature.  
 
Now, you want to know how to contrast that with the specific signs of the last days of prophecy.  Write 
down in your notes Luke 21:25-28.  Jesus gives them some signs (signs in heaven and so forth).  And he 
says, “When you see these specific things taking place, then look up because I am coming.”  Those are 
specific things to look for.  
 
However, there are not any specific signs today.  When would you ever have lived in the course of the 
dispensation of grace when you could not have said that men are lovers of their own selves?  I do not 
know of a time that you could not say that.  When have men not been proud, and covetous, and 
boasters?  We have had politicians and religious braggers ever since Paul.  It has just been that way.  
That is the way the world is going to be.  So, you might as well accept that and be realistic about it.   
 
Now, if you want to know why the world is going to be that way, the second word in verse 2 tells you.  
“For men shall be.”  What are they going to be?  They are going to be men.  The problem has to do with 
the nature of man.  It has to do with the origin and the problem with the danger.  And the reason that 
the times are dangerous is because of man and his sinful nature.  And the policy of the adversary (the 
reign of Satan in this age) allows the nature of man to express itself, and that is why you have those 
kinds of characteristics there. 
 
I am not going to spend a lot of time going through them.  You can read them and understand them, 
and there they are – general characteristics of a moral and spiritual nature. 
 
I remember years ago when I was coming up through the late 60’s and early 70’s, and people would talk 
about how wicked the world was.  And we have got a little swing, right now, back toward a little more 
patriotism.  You do not have the hippies and the longhaired people (the no-bath generation) going 
around today like you did back then.  But today, you have other problems, just as bad.  
 
I remember people writing, “It has never been this bad in the world before.”  And I remember in a “Dear 
Abby” column, when she wrote down about how terrible the kids were, and how terrible the world was, 
and how terrible society was.  And it was written back in Roman times.  (And of course what she didn’t 
say was that the quote described the things that led to the overthrow of the Roman Empire.)  But 2000 
years ago things were just as bad as they are now.  They are not any worse now than they were then.   
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Somebody asked Mr. O’Hare one time, “Do you think the world is worse now than it was in Paul’s day?”  
He said, “Sure.”  And the guy said, “Why?”  And he said, “Because there are more people in it.”  Well, 
that is why I said in verse 2, that the problem is “men” – human nature. 
 
2 Timothy 3:5: “Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.”  The world is naturally 
religious.  Some people take verse 5 and say, “Well, that means that verses 1 to 5 are a description of 
the body of Christ.”  But, I do not take it that way.  The world is naturally religious.  You want to 
remember that.  You want to remember that just because people are involved in religion, it  does not 
mean that they are involved in what you are involved in.  Don’t you forget about that religious system out 
there.  They are going to think that is what your are a part of.  But don’t you forget and don’t you get in 
the place where you don’t understand that there is a religious system out there, and the world is 
naturally a part of that system.   
 
And what does he say to do with it?  The end of verse 5: “from such turn away.”  You are to avoid (turn 
away from) the false religious system of this world.  Stay away from it!  It finds its focus in forms – a 
form, an outward appearance of godliness, but without the true power of godliness, without the gospel, 
without the truth, without the power of God.  And you are to turn away from that.   

 

2nd Timothy 3:6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and 
lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,  

Now, verses 6 to 9 is a commentary on how the religious system works in the dispensation of grace.  We 
do not have time to go through all these things, but do spend some time thinking about this and 
comparing all those things we talked to you in the past about “Baal worship.”  And you will see it working 
right here, because “Baal worship” in the bible is simply the religious system of the world in which we 
live. 
 
Here is how the religious operate: 
   
“For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away 
with divers lusts, Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.  Now as Jannes 
and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate 
concerning the faith.  But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as 
their’s also was” (2 Timothy 3:6-9). 
 
Now, notice verse 6: “For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women 
laden with sins, led away with divers lusts.”  The point there is that they go into houses; they go and 
they subvert families.  The family is under attack. 
 
Titus 1:11 is talking about the gainsayers and the vain talkers and unruly people teaching false religious 
doctrine: “Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought 
not, for filthy lucre’s sake.”  The attack is on the family. 
 
The way the church is going to be attacked is through the family.  There is a constant attack against the 
institutions that God has established for the perpetuation of the human race.   
 
Those four divine institutions are: 
  
Volition 
Marriage 

tw://bible.*/?id=55.3.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=54.5.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=55.3.6-55.3.9|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=56.1.11|_AUTODETECT_|


Family 
Nationalism  
 
And the way you get at a nation is through its families.  You destroy the thing that supports the nation, 
and that is the family structure.  It provides the social structure for a functioning nation.  The way you 
attack that is you attack marriage itself.  And you destroy marriage as an institution, in which people live 
and so forth.  So, they are creeping into houses on the sly, working their way in, and they are taking silly 
women captive.   
 
Now let’s deal with that expression “silly women.”  People make a point that the Greek word there is the 
diminutive form of woman, “a little woman.”  But he is not talking about “little” in the size.  Paul is using 
that word in contempt, in sarcasm.  And he is chiding and deriding these silly, gullible women.  They 
think they are so big, but they really are so little.  It is a contemptuous term, and he doesn't use the term 
because he is mad at women.   
 
Do you remember 1 Timothy 2:14 – the order that the women were supposed to be in, how the woman 
is to be subject to the man because she was deceived?  Adam willfully sinned, but Eve was deceived.  
And there is an order there for the woman’s spiritual perception.   
 
And again, it is not just women involved here.  The “silly women” idea is in connection with Baal Worship.  
In Revelation 2:14, Revelation 2:20 he talks about Jezebel, that woman that teaches “my servants to 
commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.”   
 
You read in Timothy about the “old wives tales.”  In other words, they are religious traditions.  You read 
about that “strange woman” in Proverbs.  And all of those things are not just the individual women, but 
those things are references (doctrinally) to the religious system that is used to subvert God’s people.   
 
Let’s read a passage in Proverbs that explains this: 
 
“A foolish woman [in essence, the “silly woman”] is clamorous: she is simple, and knoweth nothing.  
[“Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”]  For she sitteth at the door of 
her house, on a seat in the high places of the city, To call passengers who go right on their ways: Whoso 
is simple, let him turn in hither: and as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him, Stolen 
waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.  But he knoweth not that the dead are there: 
and that her guests are in the depths of hell” (Proverbs 9:13-18).   
 
Now, that is Paul’s estimation about that “silly woman.”  That is the kind of woman he is talking about.  
He is talking about that religious system.  And they are silly because they are always talking (2 Timothy 
3:7) “ever learning.”  But they are talking about things they have learned, but they do not know the 
truth.  They do not know the mystery.  They do not know what is going on. 
 
Verse 6: “lead captive” – led away with divers lusts and so forth.  They are burdened with guilt.  They are 
in bondage and fear.  These are all the things that religion is supposed to relieve you of, and these 
people are under them.  The religion is obviously a law system. 

 

2nd Timothy 3:7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.  
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2nd Timothy 3:8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do 
these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning 
the faith.  

In 2 Timothy 3:8 they resist the truth.  You become the enemy of the truth.  Now you are opposing it. 
 
Now in 2 Timothy 3:8 he says, “Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the 
truth.”  Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses by duplicating what Moses did 2 to1.   
 
Mark it down – you are going to see this in your ministry.  It is going to look like you are being outdone 
on every hand.  And if you do not have the spirit of power, love, and a sound mind, if you do not have 
that mental attitude of being adequate and knowing why you are adequate, of grace motivation and clear 
thinking (wise thinking), you are going to be intimidated into stopping.  And those intimidations are going 
to be put on you by people that ought to be your friends.   
 
The greatest source of problems in that regard that I ever had, or that you will ever have, is going to be 
the people that ought to be your friends.  And one of the greatest sources of Satan’s Plan B coming at 
you, are going to people that ought to be your ally’s, but they are not.  They do not do those two things 
in verse 8.  They do not stand for the word rightly divided, and stand with people that do stand for the 
word rightly divided.   
 
Remember gentlemen, you are going to face this issue.  The whole issue in 2 Timothy is how to face it, 
how God has equipped you with power, love, and a sound mind, not to be intimidated, not to be 
stopped, but to go on.  And the whole issue in 2 Timothy is “endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ” (2:3).  Just be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.   
 
Now I hope you will get a glimpse of how God has made you adequate, as we finish up this second 
semester.  You are not to be intimidated and not to be stopped, but you are to be able to properly 
evaluate what God is doing and your part in it.  And then just go on with boldness and confidence, 
regardless of your feelings about it, or regardless of what it looks like to men.  
 
Verse 8 is a very important passage: “Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also 
resist the truth”.  Notice “as” – “so”.  They are going to resist the truth, but they are going to do it in a 
very special and a very specific way.  They are going to do as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses.   
 
The problem is that they cannot overcome you.  Gentlemen, in your ministry, as a member of the body of 
Christ, you cannot be overcome by a frontal attack.  They cannot destroy you.  They cannot overcome 
you by attacking you head-on.  God is not going to throw you out, and they cannot get God to turn on 
you.  So, what do they do?  They try to counterfeit and deceive you into not standing in the thing that 
you are.  They use a counterfeit to try to draw you away. 
 
How did Jannes and Jambres withstand Moses?  Do you remember that?  It is in Exodus 7:9-13, and you 
do not know who Jannes and Jambres are before you get to this passage, in 2 Timothy, because their 
names are not mentioned in Exodus.  But, they are the two magicians that were there when Moses and 
Aaron went in before Pharaoh and said, “Let my people go.”   
 
And they said, “We won’t do it.”  Moses said, “Okay Aaron step up there and do your thing.”  And Aaron 
walks up there with his rod.   
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Now, Moses knew what Pharaoh’s palace was like because he was raised there.  And when you get called 
in, in front of Mr. Pharaoh, he has the power of life and death.  You are there, but you might go out in a 
basket, or you might walk out.  It is up to him.   
 
So, Moses says, “Aaron you stand up there, and you take your rod, and you do your thing.”  And Aaron is 
going to bounce that rod off the ground, and it is going to turn into a snake.  Moses did it once before, 
but Aaron did not have any practice in doing this.  So, Aaron stands up there and he says, “If that thing 
bounces and does not turn into a snake, I have the escape route planned.”  So they get in there, and 
they get that thing going, and Aaron whacks that rod, and the biggest black snake you ever saw appears.   
 
And Pharaoh looks at that and he says, “We better talk about this guys!”  So they call a huddle and get in 
the corner.  And then out comes Jannes and Jambres.  And they walk out there with their staffs, and 
they throw their staffs down, and low and behold, they threw two staffs down and they both became 
snakes.  They counterfeited Moses. 
 
Now, I do not know how they did that.  I am told that the Egyptians had enchanted snakes that they 
used for rods.  Now, I find that a little hard to believe.  I do not understand how you make a snake a rod.  
But, that is what the scholars say.  I do not understand how they made those rods into snakes either.  I 
find both of those a little difficult to understand, but I do know that they counterfeited.  And they did not 
just counterfeit, but they duplicated.  They did not just duplicate, but they outdid Moses, and that is my 
point to you.   
 
Those men could produce any legitimate phenomena of magic that could convince almost anybody of 
anything.  And they outdid Moses!  Moses came in there, and Aaron popped down a rod, and it became a 
snake.  Then, Jannes and Jambres came in and they did it twice as good.  And you can just see old 
Pharaoh sit back on his throne and say, “Okay buddy, I got you covered.  I did it twice.”  They resisted 
the truth. 
 
Now you listen to me.  Your ministry is going to be the object of spiritual subversion.  And the best you 
can do will apparently, seemingly, be outdone by a counterfeit.  The best you can do is going to look like 
it has been outdone by a counterfeit.  Now, that is the issue in Jannes and Jambres withstanding Moses.  
Gentlemen, your ministry is going to face this problem – as you do the work of the ministry everybody 
else is going to look like they succeed, and you are going to look like you are a miserable failure.  The 
best you can do is going to seemingly appear to be outdone by a counterfeit that is not genuine.      
 
2 Timothy 3:8 – “Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of 
corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.”   
 
Do you know how Jannes and Jambres did it?  They are exactly what 1 Timothy 4 is talking about.  
Moses threw his rod down, and it became a snake.  Jannes and Jambres threw theirs down, and now 
there are three snakes down there.  They duplicated what Moses did only they did it twice as good.   
 
There is going to come a time in your ministry, where if you are looking at what is happening around 
you, it is going to look like the best you do is being completely outdone by another.  And you will have to 
come to the choice of whether or not to stay with the sound doctrine of what God says, and walk by faith 
believing it’s a reality, or go by what you see out there.  Will you go on what your reason and intellect 
and logic tell you, or will you go by the book?   
 
Now, that is the issue in Ephesians 6:11.  The issue is that ye may be able to stand against all of these 
schemes and strategies that Satan has to trick you into being dislodged from your position.   
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2nd Timothy 3:9 But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall 
be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was.  

But you want to remember verse 9: “But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest 
unto all men, as their’s also was.”   
 
The ultimate end is what you want to remember.  But you are not going to be able to see that ultimate 
end all that time.  It will come.  You are going to have to walk by faith, and that is the issue.  You cannot 
walk by faith, if your faith does not have the doctrine to rest in.  But, if you have the doctrine in your soul 
and you understand all this stuff, and then you do not walk by faith, it is not any good either.  You have 
to walk by faith, not by sight.  2 Corinthians 5:7, 2 Corinthians 4:16. 
 
And gentlemen, that is how you must walk.  That is what Paul is telling you in 2 Timothy 3.  And you are 
going to see that as we go on down through the passage.  The way you have confidence and assurance 
in the ministry is you walk by faith, regardless of what it looks like out there.  It is not going to look real 
good.   
 
And as soon as it gets to looking good, some of you guys are going to build some churches.  And you are 
going to have circumstances where it will go well, and you are going to get them built up and get a 
number of people together, and you are going to get some people called to preach.  You are going to 
send them out in the community, and you will send people to the mission field.  And you are going to get 
all that stuff going, but mark my words, men (saints) are going to do that work, but we are all still going 
to be men.  And the world out there is going to constantly press on it, and there is constantly going to be 
discouragement and things that make you want to quit.   
 
You begin to pour your life into somebody over and over, and then they just quit.  I have had that 
happen to me over and over again.  Don’t you think that gets discouraging?  Take a guy that I prayed 
for, and I talked to, and I worked with and I slaved over, and I sacrificed in my life and my family, and 
then he quits!  He does not even say, “Thank you.  I think I am going to go sell cars.”  He just quits, and 
now he is mad at me!  And he gets into reversionism.  And you look at that and think, You can build, and 
work, and then you can disappear that quick!   
 
Do you think what I do is easy?  Do it for a week and you’ll quit!  It is not easy!  Maybe I should go work 
in construction, where the building doesn't fall down before I am dead!   
 
This is what I am saying to you.  You can get your eye on the wrong thing!  You can let that counterfeit 
convince you, “Man, I could have had two snakes, instead of one!”  But, remember the end, that is the 
issue.  That is all Paul is saying.  He is saying, “Hey, times are going to be tough, the world is going to be 
the world.  This is how it is going to be, and the religious system is going to oppose you and resist the 
truth.  And it is going to be totally worthless as far as the faith is concerned.  And remember to walk by 
faith.” 

 

All Scripture Is Breathed Out by God 

2nd Timothy 3:10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of 
life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience,  

2 Timothy 3:10: “But thou hast fully known my doctrine.”  Paul contrasts himself (“my”) with “them” – 
“they shall proceed no further” (verse 9).  He is contrasting himself with them.  “But thou has fully known 
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my doctrine.”  You want to be sure to do this, by the way, to be fully familiar with Paul’s doctrine, 
“manner of life.”  He practiced what he preached.   
 
Next, his “purpose.”  What was Paul’s purpose?  It was to make all men see what is the fellowship of the 
mystery, to finish the course, (Acts 20:24) testify of the gospel of the grace of God.  Next, “faith, 
longsuffering, charity, patience, Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at 
Lystra.”  That is where Paul picked up Timothy in the book of Acts.  He said, “You know exactly how they 
treated me when I went through there.   

 

2nd Timothy 3:11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at 
Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of 
them all the Lord delivered me.  

Continuing in verse 11: “what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me.  Yea, 

and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”  He is giving an illustration of what 
true godliness is.  There is a counterfeit godliness (verses 5-9) but then there is true godliness (verses 
10,11).   
 
Timothy personally saw the increasing intensity of the persecution and the opposition against Paul.  And 
he says, “Timothy you know that we are appointed to these things.  So, don’t let them throw you when 
they come.”  Please remember gentlemen, 1 Thessalonians 3:3. 

 

2nd Timothy 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution.  

When you read those verses in Matthew, there is a sense in which you can apply them to yourself, 
spiritually.  But if you look at them dispensationally, you will find you can’t apply them doctrinally.  
Matthew 5:10 
 
Verse 12: “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (emphasis added).  
There are not any exceptions to that.  But notice it says “all they that will live godly.”  That is the key to 
that verse – all those that are determined to live godly.  If you go out there and manifest godliness, do 
you know what will happen?  Titus 1:1 
 
Don’t let it throw you because “all that will [everybody that is determined] live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12).  Now, I want you to notice that verse.  Notice, he does not say, 
“Everybody that lives godly in Christ Jesus is going to be delivered.”  Now, that is what I would have 
expected him to say.   
 
In verses 10 and 11, he shows Timothy an example, an illustration, of godliness.  And then he says, “You 
know what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me.”  So what do you expect 
him to say about “everybody that lives godly in Christ Jesus?”  What is the Lord going to do?  He 
delivered Paul, but Paul does not say he is going to deliver you, does he?  That is interesting, isn’t it?   
There is an issue about what was going on in Paul’s early ministry.  (And by the way Antioch, Iconium, 
and Lystra is Acts 13 and 14.)  There were some things that God did for Paul in his early ministry, during 
that transition period, before the word of God was complete, that you cannot expect to happen to you.  
Just like there were things that went on with Israel that are not going to happen for you.   
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The challenge of the grace age, gentlemen, is that you live for the Lord and when you do, you take it in 
the neck.  And God does not come down and miraculously get you out of jail.  And God does not come 
down and miraculously feed you in the wilderness.  And God does not come down and miraculously 
protect your ship and keep it safe, or keep you safe in the deep.  Those miraculous interventions were 
there, even in Paul’s ministry, but he gives no assurance to Timothy that he will have them.   
 
The challenge, in the age of grace, is that you do right regardless.  You live for the Lord regardless of 
physical circumstances, because the physical circumstances are not the issue.  In fact, what you know 
about the circumstances is that they are going to be bad.  It is a biblical principle, so don’t be 
discouraged when it happens.  If you are determined to live godly in Christ Jesus, you are going to suffer 
persecution.   
 
Now, remember what it means to live godly in Christ Jesus.  1 Timothy 3:16: 

 

2nd Timothy 3:13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and 
worse, deceiving, and being deceived.  

He says, “Listen, there is going to be a positive influence working harder than ever to seduce and deceive 
God’s people.”   
 
2 Timothy 3:13: “But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse.”  There will be a positive 
influence working harder than ever to deceive and seduce God’s people.  What are you supposed to do?   
Verse 14: 

 

2nd Timothy 3:14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast 
learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned 
them;  

Do you see what you are to do?  You are to be faithful. 
 
Verse 14: “But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of 
whom thou hast learned them.”  That is the answer.  In the face of the satanic policy of evil against the 
body of Christ, you are just to “continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been 
assured of.”  If you are going to have assurance, in the ministry, that is how you have it.  You have it by 
continuing in the doctrine, the sound doctrine that had been committed to you, that you are sure of.   
 
And you are sure of it because you see it in the word of God, and you are walking by faith in what you 
see in God’s word.  You have the assurance that this is the right course even though it does not appear 
to be right to your five senses, or to the evaluation of others.  But you know it is right because you see it 
in the scripture, and you are walking by faith.   
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2nd Timothy 3:15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy 
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. (Faith of Christ) 

Timothy knew the scriptures that God set apart for himself.  Timothy had copies of the bible. 
 
Continuing in verses 14 and 15: “knowing of whom thou hast learned them; And that from a child thou 
hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.”  The salvation comes through the scripture.  That is where your safety is.   
 
Verse 15 is often misunderstood.  The “salvation” in verse 15 is not salvation from hell.  It is not eternal 
salvation from damnation in hell.  It is salvation from verses 12-14.  How are you going to be saved from 
the deception that is brought against you, and the policy of evil of the adversary that is thrown against 
you?  If you are not going to be delivered from persecution, but you are going to suffer persecution, and 
you are going to be the object of Satan’s attack, then how are you going to be delivered through that?  
There is deliverance for you, but it is not the kind of deliverance that takes you out of the circumstances.  
It is the kind of deliverance that carries you through the persecution safely.  Are you with me?  That 
“salvation” in verse 15 is salvation from the apostacy that was just talked about – comparative to 1 
Timothy 4:16.   
 
In 1 Timothy 4:16 he says, “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing 
this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee”.  He is already a justified man, so what is he 
saving himself from?  He is saving himself from the apostacy back in 4:1-3.   
 
Well that is the same thing here in 2 Timothy 3:15.  How are you going to be saved from this apostacy?  
You will be saved by knowing the scripture and knowing whom, in the scripture, teaches you sound 
doctrine.  Verse 14 says, “knowing of whom thou hast learned them”.  That is the word rightly divided.  
So you are to continue in the word rightly divided in the face of the apostacy and persecution.   

 

2nd Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: (Man of God be perfect) 

Inspiration has to do with what is written down.  You are going to hear me say that over and over and 
over again.  In the bible, all the writings are given by inspiration.  Inspiration is not God just giving the 
information to man.  That’s revelation.  But inspiration is man putting the thing on the paper, and the 
issue is what is written down on that paper. 
 
This verse also refutes the "partial inspiration" argument...that only certain scripture is inspired.  "All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God". 
 
You must remember that the bible never says that the men are inspired.  The bible always says that what 
they wrote is inspired.  All scripture, (graphē, writings), are inspired.  It is not the men that are inspired.  
Now, something happens to the men.  Holy men spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.  
Something happens to them, but the issue in inspiration is what’s written down on the page, not just 
what happened to the men.  I want you to understand that something did happen to the men.  The Holy 
Spirit took the men and used them.  In other words, something took place with the men.  But the end 
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product, and what inspiration is talking about, is that there is something written down somewhere, and 
God wrote it.  It is not just that he used some men to do it. 
 
Now, all scripture is given by inspiration of God.  That is the bible’s claim for itself.  That is what the bible 
says about itself, and that is the boast that it makes for itself.  And, that is a very basic truth about what 
God says about his word. 
 
All of it is inspired of God, and that means every part of it – the Old Testament and the New Testament.  
As far as God Almighty is concerned, the entire bible is inspired.  In fact, as far as Paul was concerned, it 
is all equally inspired – the Old Testament as well as the New Testament.  See 1 Timothy 5:18. 
 
I quoted a definition of inspiration from Charles F. Baker’s book A Dispensational Theology.  He wrote, 
“Theologically it (inspiration) means the supernatural divine superintendency exerted over the writers of 
the Scripture which guarantees the accuracy of their writings.”  Now, that is not what 2 Timothy 3:16 
says.  That verse does not say that the issue in inspiration is the superintendency over the writers, but it 
says that the writings are inspired.  Now, that is important, and I want to drill that into your brain 
because you want to remember that the issue is the words that are written down on the page.  The 
words on the page are the issue!  Here is another really interesting quote “We are not to consider the 
men as being inspired so much as the words that they wrote down.  It is not that they beheld a vision of 
truth and recorded it in their own way, but that they wrote down that which God told them and searched 
their own writings afterwards to endeavor to fathom their doubts.”  
 
“We are not to consider the men as being inspired as much as the words that they wrote down.  It is not 
that they beheld a vision of truth and recorded it in their own way, but that they wrote down that which 
God told them and then searched their own writings afterwards to endeavor to fathom the depths of 
what they wrote.  He is saying that they wrote down some things that they did not even understand.  
Then they searched their own writings to figure out what it meant.  Speaking in terms of our school days, 
it is dictation not composition.”  Now, you want to remember that contrast.  Inspiration is what God 
says to the man.  It is not the man getting an idea and writing it down himself.  It is more dictation than 
composition.   
 
So, the definition of inspiration, as it is found in 2 Timothy 3:16, has to do with the fact that all scripture 
comes right out of the mouth of God.  In other words, whatever the scripture says, God says.  God 
dictates the words of scripture through the human authors so that the very words that they use are the 
very words God determined that they would use.   
 
Look at 2 Timothy 3, and I will show you something about this verse that I did not talk very much about 
it when we looked at it the first time.  I will try to make you read this passage in a way that is not the 
common way that it is read.  I want you to understand some things about it with regard to the issue of 
preservation.  We studied the issue of inspiration extensively – all scripture is given by inspiration of God.  
It is God-breathed.  The words literally came out of the mouth of God.  Jesus said, “The words proceeded 
out of the mouth of God.”  God dictated the words out.  This verse says, “All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God.” 
 
If Timothy had known the Holy Scriptures from his childhood, then his mother and his grandmother had 
copies of the word of God and taught it to him.  Verse 16 says that the copies that they taught Timothy 
were inspired.  Inspiration and preservation go hand in hand in the text that teaches the issue of 
inspiration.  The scriptures in verse 16 are clearly qualified by the scriptures of verse 15, and it is a 
reference to copies of the Old Testament.  They did not have the original manuscripts, but they had 
copies.  When he says, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God,” that is a reference to something that 
Timothy could get his hands on somewhere.  It was not a reference to some nebulous thing in the past 
that nobody ever saw at one time.  (Do you realize that nobody ever saw a complete bible made up of 
original manuscripts?  The bible was written over a period of 1500 years.  The books were never all 
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collected together at one time.)  Verse 16 is not a reference to something that Timothy could not find, 
but it is a reference to copies of the scriptures. 
 
The scripture, in this passage, is a reference to copies of the word of God, not to the original 
manuscripts, (not in the context anyway).  If the inspiration is in the copies, that is a rough verse if you 
have an “unscriptural” definition of inspiration or preservation.   
 
 

 

2nd Timothy 3:17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works.  (Will of God is in God’s written words) 

Plenary Verbal Inspiration assures us that God included all of the necessary things that he wanted us to 
know and excluded everything else.  In other words, everything that you need is in the bible and what is 
not in the bible, you do not need.  That is pretty simple.  If God wrote the very words down, then you 

can be sure and confident that everything that he wanted written down is there and that everything that 
is excluded is unnecessary.  You are not left just to trust the human authors.  A verse on that is 2 
Timothy 3:17. 
 
The Bible, the Word of God, completely furnishes us for every good work God would ever have us do.  
God in His grace has given us His Word, and that Word has equipped us to do anything God Almighty 
wants us to do.  You have absolutely all the equipment you need in the Scripture.   
 
Everything you’ll ever need to do, every good work that God Almighty ordained the Body of Christ to do, 
or you as a member of the Body of Christ to perform, you are equipped to do by the Word of God.  
Notice what he says:  “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable,” and he lists some 
categories of profit: 
  
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction 
 
Doctrine, reproof, and correction are what make up the issue of instruction in righteousness.  If you are 
going to have righteousness, and be instructed in righteousness, first you have to have the doctrine—the 
teaching—about it.  Then you have to have reproof in regard to it.  That is, when your life and your 
behavior do not match the doctrine of the truth, there needs to be correction with regard to your 
behavior.  That is what we call reproof.  A reproof is focused on behavior.  Correction is adjustment with 
regard to what you believe. 
 
And so you have doctrine which corrects errors in doctrine; then you have reproof which is correcting 
behavior that does not match the doctrine; and then correction which is correcting errors in belief.  Those 
three things are what make up instruction in righteousness.  You can not have instruction in 
righteousness without all three.  People say “I want something practical; I want to know how to live.”  
Doctrine is the most practical thing you will ever get your hands on, because doctrine is the thing of 
which your spiritual life is made. 
 
Reproof is to teach you to adjust your conduct in line with the doctrine.  Correction is to adjust your 
thinking in line with the doctrine.  Those three things make up the profit the Scripture has for you.  
Instruction in righteousness is in those three categories. 
 
When Paul writes his epistles, he writes I Thessalonians and II Thessalonians in Acts 18.  He writes I 
Corinthians in Acts 19.  He writes II Corinthians and Romans in Acts 20.  Then he writes Ephesians, 
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Philippians, and Colossians later on at the end of the book of Acts—after the fall and the diminishing of 
Israel has been concluded. 
 
That is the chronological order of the books, the order in which they were written.  But they are not 
found that way in your Bible.  They are found in canonical order, the order that they appear in the 
Scripture itself. 
 
In Manuscript Evidence we study in detail the issue of the putting together of the canon of the New 
Testament.  When those New Testament prophets put together the canon of New Testament Scripture 
they followed the spiritual design in II Timothy 3:16, and in Romans 16:25, and 26.  Just as there was a 
spiritual design in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; there is likewise a spiritual design that follows 
doctrine, reproof, and correction in the way Paul’s epistles are structurally found in your Bible.  It is not a 
mistake.  You will read in books constantly, and hear preachers say, “Well, it’s too bad they weren’t put 
in their chronological order;” and they have a different order.  Did they ever think, or wonder about why 
they are put together the way they are?  The reason is that they follow a spiritual design. 
 
The first book is Romans, a book of doctrine.  Then you have the two Corinthian epistles.  The Corinthian 
epistles are reproof:  reproof in light of the doctrine in Romans.  Then you have the book of Galatians.  
Galatians is correction about doctrinal errors in connection with the doctrine taught in the book of 
Romans.  (See chart on page 171.) 
 
The next book is Ephesians, and it is the next book of doctrine.  Then you have Philippians, and it again 
is a book of reproof.  Then you have Colossians, and that is a book of correction about the doctrine in 
Ephesians.  So there in Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians you have a category, and these books 
relate to the doctrine in Romans. There is some doctrinal error in relationship to it, and misbehavior 
about it—not living like it is true.  Then there are the two Thessalonian epistles, and after Thessalonians 
there are no more church epistles.  
 
There are nine epistles that Paul writes to churches:   

1. Romans 
2. I Corinthians 
3. II Corinthians 
4. Galatians 
5. Ephesians 
6. Philippians 
7. Colossians 
8. I Thessalonians 
9. II Thessalonians.  

 
There are also nine Hebrew epistles:  Hebrews to Revelation, written to Hebrew churches—Circumcision 
churches. 
 
The first one of Paul’s epistles is about the cross.  The focus in the book of Romans is the doctrine 
relating to what Jesus Christ accomplished at the cross.  The book of Romans explains the cross to the 
Body of Christ, just like the book of Hebrews explains the cross to Israel in her New Covenant program. 
 
In Hebrews you pass from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant.  The Hebrews writer does not say you 
pass from Israel’s old program into the Dispensation of Grace in the Body of Christ.  He demonstrates the 
passage from Israel’s Old Covenant into Israel’s New Covenant.  The program set forth in Hebrews is to 
explain to the circumcision believers how the cross accomplished their program.  That is why all the types 
and all the ceremonies God used in Time Past under the Old Covenant affected Israel.  They were a 
shadow of the things to come in the Ages to Come.  Ceremonies do not affect the Body of Christ in this 
Dispensation of Grace.  Paul does not say that they were a shadow of what was going on now.  
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Romans is written to explain to you how the cross affects the Body of Christ today.  Hebrews is written so 
they can understand the types and symbols in the Old Testament.  Hebrews is written to explain the 
cross to the Circumcision believers and the Kingdom program, just as Romans explains the cross for us. 
   
Thessalonians is the last of these nine church epistles.  The doctrine in Thessalonians is the Lord’s return, 
the coming of the Lord to catch us up.  In every chapter of I Thessalonians he mentions the rapture at 
the end.  In II Thessalonians the issue is our relationship to the revelation of Christ back to the earth, the 
Second Advent.  So both comings are dealt with in those two books:  the Rapture, and the Revelation.  
Just as the last one of the Hebrew epistles is The Revelation, and deals with the return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ to establish His Kingdom, so there is a design going on in Paul’s epistles. 
 
The doctrine in Romans is the doctrine about the cross.  The doctrine in Ephesians is the doctrine about 
the church the Body of Christ over which Christ is the head.  The doctrine in Thessalonians is about the 
coming of Christ.  There are no more church epistles; but there are some epistles that we call Pastoral 
Epistles: Timothy, Titus, and Philemon have to do with the congregation.  They have to do with the 
management, conduct, and the working of the local church.  You take all of this doctrine in the church 
epistles, and put it into practice, and see it live in the local assembly.  The handbook for operating the 
local church, and carrying on the local ministry is found right there in the Pastoral Epistles. 
 
In Romans through Galatians the doctrinal focus is the cross. Those books look back to the cross.  In 
Ephesians the doctrine is the church, the Body over which Christ is the head; and in Ephesians, 
Philippians, and Colossians you have the love of God manifest—the unfathomable, unsearchable love of 
God—and you see that love looking upward to the heavenlies. 
 
In Thessalonians you see hope looking forward, onward to the coming of the Lord.  In the Pastoral 
Epistles you see fellowship—the fellowship of the saints in what Philippians 1:3 to 5 calls, the fellowship 
of the gospel, the work of the ministry.  So you have faith, hope, and love; and these three things 
together define the fellowship of the gospel.  Fellowshipping together in the work of the ministry means 
we are fellowshipping in faith, resting on Calvary; love:  reflecting the love of Christ by speaking the truth 
in love; hope:  for example, in Ephesians having to do with the church over which Christ is the head, and 
our hope being His coming.  In Corinthians he says,   “Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord.”  In the pastoral epistles faith, love, and hope fellowship together.  That is the spiritual 
design in Paul’s epistles.   
 
The doctrinal emphasis of each of these books will match Romans 16 where he talks about being 
stablished first by “my gospel.”  There is the issue of the cross, and the orientation of the grace of God.  
Then “the preaching of Jesus Christ according to the mystery” program:  the agency God is forming 
through the cross.  Then he talks about “the scriptures of the prophets.” There is the relationship to the 
prophetic program, and where we are going to be when the rapture occurs.  How we are going to get out 
of here, where we are going to go, and what we are going to be doing is detailed for us in Thessalonians.  
 
So in Romans, Corinthians, and Galatians you have the cross, and the issue of what God has 
accomplished for us at Calvary.  In Ephesians to Colossians you have the issue of who we are in Christ, 
what God is doing with us, where we are going to go, and what we are going to be doing.  We find there 
the advanced truth about the new creature, the Body of Christ; and this hope and love is built on the 
foundation of faith (Romans to Galatians). The assumption is that you understand “my gospel,” have 
become properly oriented to faith; then you go on to Ephesians. Then you go on to Thessalonians.  
Everybody likes to start in Thessalonians, but you are not ready for that until you’ve got Ephesians.  
Sometimes Grace folks like to hang around Ephesians, but you have to start with Paul’s “my gospel” in 
Romans.  That is the design to be understood.  Romans 16:25-26. 
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He is completely, throughly furnished—throughly equipped with information.  He has everything he 
needs:  he is perfect.  1 Corinthians 2:6 
 
Verse 16-17: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works.”  He is saying that though the evil men and seducers wax worse and worse, you 
have all that you need to cope with the situation that you are going to find yourself in, in the bible (in the 
word rightly divided, in the form of sound words).  Do not forget that. 
 
In 2 Timothy 3:16-17 you perfect the saints, first of all, through the word of God.   
 
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: (why?) that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all 
good works.”  This man can be grown up, and brought to the end, and the purpose, and the goal for 
which God put him in the body of Christ.  He can be made to properly function according to the purpose 
and the design of his creator.   
 
How are you going to do it?  First of all, you must have the word.  You have to labor in the word and in 
doctrine, and you have to communicate godly edification to them.  And that means you have to teach 
them from the pulpit, but it also means you have to teach them, and lead them, in the details of their 
lives – the practical things.   
 
You will do it not only by the word but also by prayer – the word and prayer.  How many times do you 
see those two things?  The apostles gave attention to the word and prayer.  Those two things go 
together.  I think of that song Love and marriage, love and marriage go together like a horse and 
carriage.  Well, you think of the word and prayer, and you put them together, and don’t ever let anybody 
separate those two things in your mind.   
 
Anybody that loves the word of God, and that understands the word of God, and that appreciates the 
word of God is going to be somebody that prays.  And if you don’t pray, and if your life is not consumed 
with the issue of a constant meditation upon the things of God, and if you are not thinking like God 
thinks, there is something wrong with your relationship to that book and to your Saviour.  And Paul 
understood that, and so did the people that worked with him.  Colossians 4:12 

 

 

2nd Timothy: 4 

Preach the Word 

2nd Timothy 4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom;  

2 Timothy 4:1  “I charge thee therefore [Now, notice the word therefore.  In view of the fact that he has 
just told them in Chapter 3, Verses 16 and 17: that all scripture is profitable; it’s all given for doctrine, 
reproof, instruction in righteousness so that the man of God can be perfect - mature, full-grown, 
throughly equipped (completely, adequately equipped to do the work of the ministry).  I charge thee, 
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therefore - because you are completely equipped with the word - I charge thee therefore] before God, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;”  
 
What is He going to judge the quick and the dead by?  By the Book!  God gave them the Book; and He’s 
going to judge them by the Book; therefore preach the word. 
 
We talked about that, and I tried to show you that the first issue in the ministry, gentlemen, is preaching 
the word of God.  God’s ordained way of getting His word out - spreading the word of God - is by 
preaching.  That’s the primary, ordinary agency through which He works.  You need to grasp that 
because that shows you something about the seriousness of what you’re doing.  The Holy Spirit works - 
how?  Through the word of God.  Folks, the Holy Spirit doesn’t work through inner feelings, hunches, 
visions, or extra-biblical revelations.  The Spirit of God works through the word of God.  That’s His 
methodology.   
 
Now, there’s a little expression, and maybe you should write it down because I say it every now and 
then, but maybe I should say it to you right now: The Spirit of God never works apart from the word of 
God, and the word of God never works apart from the Spirit of God.  Those are basically the two things 
I’m going to be saying to you in these introductory lessons about the philosophy behind preaching. 
 
1.  The Spirit of God uses the word of God. 
 
Preach the word!  The Holy Spirit uses the word, so He expects you and me to use His word.  Let me 
give you an illustration of something.  Come over to Romans 15.  (There are hundreds of illustrations like 
this in the Bible that bear out this truth, but this is just something I was thinking about.  I was reading 
this passage, and it’s just a real blessing.)   
 
The first thing you’re going to learn about getting a message together is to get something out of the 
Book you want to say.  Go to the word of God, find some truth that touches your heart - that grips you.  
Have something to say. 
 
I’ve been reading books on homiletics the last two months, trying to find a good text book.  I haven’t 
found one yet because they all take the basic approach of  “you come and get something to say, and 
here’s how to say it.”   
 
Folks, if you go to the word of God and get something out of the word to say, then the outlining and 
putting it together will basically take care of itself.  You’ll know how to put it together on the basis of 
what you want to get across.  If you do a lousy job of outlining (I do that a lot of the time); if you do a 
terrible job homiletically, you’ll still have something to get across.  Preach the word!    
 
Here’s a verse - just one of those little gems that’s a real blessing to me: Romans 15:13. 
 
Verse 1 says, “I charge thee therefore.”   
 
Because: 
 
The Bible is the word of God.  The Bible equips the man of God (2 Timothy 3:17) – it makes him perfect 
and adequate and complete for the tasks that he has to perform.  God is going to judge all men by the 
word of God, therefore preach the word.  Your responsibility, the only thing you have to promote, is the 
word of God. 
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2nd Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  

They are to take that book and preach the word.  The reference is obviously not to the Old Testament, 
but to Paul’s epistles.  Paul wants them to preach that message.  When Paul says, “Preach the word,” he 
is not just telling them to go out and preach any part of the bible, especially not after 2 Timothy 2:15.  
Paul is telling them to preach God’s word to us. 
 
Wherefore do I charge thee?  Look at the preceding verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17.  Because of all that in 
verses 16 and 17, I charge you to preach the word.  The basis of the charge to preach the word is the 
fact that you have the word.  You have it, therefore, preach it.  Teach the doctrine; reprove, (correct), 
rebuke, and exhort, (instruct), with all longsuffering. 
 
Now, folks, preaching is not just talking, and it’s not just shouting, and it’s not acting - performing - and 
it’s not giving a speech.  There’s something very special about preaching that makes it different from all 
those things.  I want to say a couple of things to you about that.  You’re in II Timothy, Chapter 4; look 
back at Verse 2, a passage you all know really well.  ‘Preach’:  Isn’t that a charge?  He says, “I charge 
thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his 
appearing and his kingdom:” 
 
He says, Timothy, I’m going to give you a charge before God the Father and before the Lord Jesus Christ.  
What is it?  Preach! 
 
Then don’t you think you ought to study and learn how to do it?  Do you know what Paul tells Timothy to 
do?  He said, Preach, man!  I hope that first word sinks in.  We’re to cry out, proclaim, herald, pour out 
with passion and fervor - what?  The word!  Preach the word!   
Verse 5 says [the last part of that verse] “ . . . make full proof of thy ministry.”  Use it to the hilt!  Use all 
of your abilities and all of your skills, and when you find out about a skill you don’t have - go learn it!  Do 
whatever you have to do to preach. 
 
Folks, we’re to cry out the word.  Anything less than crying out God’s word is not preaching.  We’re to 
preach the word, and anything less than preaching that Book is not preaching.  I don’t care where you do 
it - you can do it in church; you can do it in seminary or Bible college.  I don’t care where you do it; if it 
isn’t preaching that Book, it isn’t preaching! 
Let me show you; turn to I Thessalonians 1. 
 
It’s interesting as you study about Paul in his epistles and think about it in the context of preaching.  I’ve 
enjoyed spending time studying and reading through the New Testament several times with no intent but 
to just get the feel for what is in it about preaching. Instead of reading “preach the gospel to every 
creature,” and realizing that it is not our commission, I read it with the idea of preach.  What does that 
mean?  I’ve read all the passages in Acts about preaching  without thinking so much about what they 
were preaching – they’re preaching God’s word to them - but with the emphasis on the verb, preach.  It’s 
been a thrill because, folks, preaching is the very heart - the basis - here in Romans 10 where God 
initiates the process of sending the preacher.  1 Thessalonians 1:9 
 
When Paul says preach the word: 
 
He means preach the Pauline message.   
He means preach the word rightly divided.   
He means preach the word of reconciliation.   
He means preach that which is committed unto me.  He means I say unto you by the word of the Lord – 
that revelation given unto him. 
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He means preaching the words of Christ that dwell in you richly. 
He means when I commend you to the word of his grace that is able to build you up. 
 
That is what he is talking about.  Preach that word – that word rightly divided.  Now, that is your 
responsibility.   
 
And the reason for it is in verses 3 and 4: “For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they 
[the teachers] shall turn away their [the peoples] ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” 
 
The point is you want to be able to discern Satan’s Big Gun #2.  That is it!  Our sufficiency, gentlemen, is 
of God.  And the way you have assurance in the ministry is to know what is going on, to know that you 
are appointed to these things so you are not thrown when they come.  You just say, “Hey, I knew they 
were coming, and I am going to be faithful.  I am walking by faith.”     
     
    
 

 

2nd Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears;  

2nd Timothy 4:4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and 
shall be turned unto fables.  

2 Timothy 4:4 says, “And they shall turn away their ears from the truth.”  And now you do not even want 
to hear about it.  That is sad, isn’t it? 

 
By the way, in every chapter, of 2 Timothy, there is an antidote. 
   
In 1:12 you have God’s faithfulness for your comfort.   
In 2:19 you have God’s foundation underneath you for your support.   
In 3:16 you have God’s word within you for your defense.   
In 4:8 you have God’s crown before you for a hope.   

 
So there is motivation to faithfulness, but there are all these problems.  And Paul gives Timothy the 
problem, but then he says, “Hey Timothy do you see that problem?  Well, do not forget the antidote.”  In 
every chapter, he lists the problem, then he lists the antidote. 
Now there is a problem with Timothy too.  Not only has the ministry changed for Paul, but things for 
Timothy have gotten kind of tough.   
 

 

2nd Timothy 4:5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.  
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“But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, [See that?  Put up with your problems.] do the work of 
an evangelist, [Notice.] make full proof of thy ministry.”  
  
Hey, folks, when God gives you something to do, get on with it!  That’s what he’s saying.  (That’s a little 
different translation, but that’s the idea.)  Colossians 4:17 
 
In 2 Timothy 4:5 he says, “make full proof of thy ministry.”  Live up to your potential.  Do your dead level 
best!  Give it your best!  Do not give it a mediocre shot, or a halfway shot.  Give the best you got all the 
time!   
 
2 Timothy 4:5 – “Do the work of an evangelist.”  He is telling Timothy, as a pastor, to go out and do the 
work, to go out and carry good news to people.  That is the idea.  An evangelist is somebody that goes 
out and breaks in new territory.  A lot of times we use the term “missionary”, but really the biblical term 
is “evangelist”.  An evangelist is somebody that goes out and breaks new territory for the word.  He goes 
out and takes the gospel to a place where it isn’t believed, and it hasn’t been established, and people are 
not saved.  And he has a special capacity to win people to Christ and take the gospel where it isn’t 
believed.  He breaks new territory for it.  He has a special capacity to encourage other people to go.   
 
Notice that it says in Ephesians 4:12 that the purpose of an evangelist is “for the perfecting of the 
saints”.  An evangelist’s ministry is not simply to get lost people saved.  One of the ministries of an 
evangelist is to perfect the saints.  It is totally erroneous when anybody says that the ministry of an 
evangelist is simply just to tell the gospel to lost people.  That is not true, and that is not what the 
passage says.  This passage says that the purpose and the function of the evangelist is to perfect and 
edify the body of Christ.  Now, an evangelist, by definition, is somebody that takes the gospel out where 
it wasn’t before.  But, his purpose in it has to do with perfecting the saints.   
 
Now, an evangelist is not limited to one locality.  An evangelist ministry is sort of an itinerant ministry.  
The only evangelist identified in the bible is Philip.  Acts 21:8 

 

2nd Timothy 4:6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand.  

Paul could look at his life at any time and say, “I’m ready.”  “I’m ready to go, take advantage of the 
opportunities that come.”  “I’m ready to meet the Lord.”  That is the way to live your life if you’re going 
to live it—always be ready—rain or shine, hot or cold, whatever the situation.  Be ready to do whatever 
God put in your way to do no matter what the cost.  Do it with a heart of love, but do it. 

 

2nd Timothy 4:7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith:  

2nd Timothy 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that 
day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.  
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“That day” is the day of His appearing, the judgment seat of Christ, when Paul is looking forward to 
getting the crown.   

 

Personal Instructions 

2nd Timothy 4:9 Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me:  

11  Only Luke is with me. … 
 

Luke is a very close companion of the apostle Paul.  He is even with him at the end.  So evidently he 
writes the Gospel of Luke, and way later on writes the Book of Acts.  Notice the probability is that Luke 
himself was a Gentile.  That would make him quite unique among New Testament writers, because he 
would be the only Gentile.   
 
In Colossians 4, Paul is giving greetings.  Colossians 4:11-14 

 

2nd Timothy 4:10 For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this 
present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, 
Titus unto Dalmatia.  

2nd Timothy 4:11 Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with 
thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry.  

2nd Timothy 4:12 And Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus.  

2nd Timothy 4:13 The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou 
comest, bring with thee, and the books, but especially the parchments.  

Now, Paul had some books.  A book is not a scroll like Jehudi had.  A book is made of leaves that are 

glued together at one side so you can thumb through them.  
 
A guy on the plane with me one time was sitting there reading a novel.  You know, he wouldn’t have 
cared if that had been on a scroll.  Do you know why?  He’s just reading.  He could have unrolled a little 
and kept on reading.  It would be just a continuous, unfolding story for him.  Whom do you know who 
needs a book?  Students who are going to study.  “I am reading this, but I want to go back and read 
something over."  I'd have to unroll the scroll to find it back there.  That’s not practical.  It wouldn’t take 

long for somebody to figure out how to cut that thing up and put the leaves in a book.   
 
Well, Paul had books.  My personal conviction is that it's probable that Christians invented books, if not 
New Testament believers, then Old Testament believers.  People that studied the Bible, no doubt, 
invented books.   
 
Christianity - the faith - is a religion of a Book, folks.  Nobody in the world would want a book instead of 

a scroll except a student of a particular book.  He wants to study that book over and over.   A doctor or 
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somebody would just read the scroll and put it up and maybe six months from now would go look at it 
again.  He’s not going to waste all that time to make a book.  All this stuff is handmade, folks.  But a 
believer wants a book.   
 
Paul says: Bring me the books and the parchments.  Now, that word “parchment” has the idea of paper.  
As I said, it comes from the word papyrus, and it has to do with the papyrus plant from which paper is 
made.  Egyptians had been doing it since 3,000 or 3,500 B. C.   
 
That’s what they wrote on: scrolls, papyrus.  Papyrus looks like a cheap form of paper.  The nearest thing 
you’d get to it is today is newsprint.  It’s not highly refined; it’s a cheap form of paper.  
 
I’m fascinated to know that Paul had books, and he left them at Carpus’ place.  Paul was an itinerant kind 
of a guy.  He went from one place to the next; he had no certain dwelling place, but he had books.  You 
see, your study is just the place where you house and use your books.  It’s the place where you prepare 
for the ministry of the word of God - where you prepare to preach.  It’s a place where you will, as a 
pastor, no doubt, do counseling.  It’s good to use your study for counseling, but I’m not going to talk to 
you a lot about that.  We’ll talk about counseling in other classes next year, but it’s a good place to do 
that, so you might need to think about that.  It’s a homey, safe, quiet, secluded, private place where 
counseling is easily and appropriately done. 
 
The basic issue here in this class is that the study houses your books, and it’s the place where you 
prepare for your ministry of the word.  If Paul needed books, how much more do we need them.  I 
mean, folks, you and I quite clearly need the apparatus.    
 
Paul wants the coat that he left at Troas.  If you read the rest of that passage, he begins to recount 
things; and those things didn’t happen five or ten years ago.  If you left your coat at Troas, you are not 
talking about a coat that you left in somebody’s closet five years ago.  He left his coat at Troas.  In other 
words, he was down there just a little while ago.  So, evidently, it wasn’t too long ago that he was out of 
jail, and now he is back in jail.  Paul talks about his trial in 2 Timothy 4:16 

 

2nd Timothy 4:14 Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the 
Lord reward him according to his works:  

2nd Timothy 4:15 Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly 
withstood our words.  

2nd Timothy 4:16 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all 
men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.  

Nobody stood with him in his defense.  Then he talks about his execution in verses 6 and 7.   

 
So, you have a picture of the apostle Paul in jail in the last few chapters of Acts.  Then he gets out of jail 
and has an extensive ministry for some unknown duration of time.  And then he is put back in prison, 
and then he is executed.  With regard to the Prison Epistles, you need to know which one of those 
imprisonments it was, when he wrote these books.  That is why it is important.  Ephesians 6:19-20 
 
Do you see that?  In a space of just a few years it has changed from “some” to “all.”  They have turned 

away from the truth.  So when you get to 2 Timothy, the thing that was a “charge” before now turns into 

tw://bible.*/?id=55.4.16|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=49.6.19-49.6.20|_AUTODETECT_|


a “challenge” to Timothy.  He does not just charge him and say, “You are under orders.”  But he says, 
“You are under orders, and I challenge you to be faithful and to be courageous.”  
 
Paul did not have any counsel with him there.  Nobody stood up for him – no legal representative or 
anything of that nature.   
 
Continuing with verses 16 and 17: “but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their 
charge.  Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might 
be fully known, and that all Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.”  Paul 
stands before the Roman tribunal and judgment seat, and he says, “I am all by myself.” 
 
Now, there are a lot of saints at Rome, and he says that all of them forsook him.  And I am sure that is 
true.  They all did.  But the sense of that – it is one thing to be out there all by yourself, but it is another 
thing to know you are out there all by yourself.  When you have that sense of everybody having left you, 
there is a sense of loneliness.  There is a sense of foreboding in that, which is devastating.   

 

2nd Timothy 4:17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and 
strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and 
that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of 
the lion.  

Notice what he calls what he’s doing?  He says that by me the preaching . . . -Preaching what, Paul?  He 
didn’t even say, but you know what he was preaching.  He was preaching Jesus Christ according to the 
revelation of the mystery.  Paul was so marked with a message - so identified with his message - that 
when he talks about his ministry, he just says -the preaching- because that’s what he’s doing - in chains 
at Rome.  He’s so marked by a message that the message he proclaims is just called ‘the preaching.’   
 
Now, folks, preaching is not just talking, and it’s not just shouting, and it’s not acting - performing - and 

it’s not giving a speech.  There’s something very special about preaching that makes it different from all 
those things.  I want to say a couple of things to you about that.   
 
And he said, “But I was not alone because, the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me 
the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear.”  The idea is that he was a 
“partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God.”  You need to know how God 
empowers the believer today.  If you do not know how God energizes and empowers the work of the 
ministry today, you will never know how to partake of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power 
of God, will you?  And if you cannot partake of it according to the power of God, you are going to be 
defeated.   

 

2nd Timothy 4:18 And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, 
and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen.  

You are made citizens of his heavenly kingdom.  Where is your citizenship?  It is in the heavenly places, 
and you don’t need Philippians 3:20 retranslated to demonstrate that.  Philippians 3:20. 
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Final Greetings 

2nd Timothy 4:19 Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the household of 
Onesiphorus.  

2nd Timothy 4:20 Erastus abode at Corinth: but Trophimus have I left at 
Miletum sick.  

2nd Timothy 4:21 Do thy diligence to come before winter. Eubulus 
greeteth thee, and Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the brethren.  

2nd Timothy 4:22 The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with 
you. Amen.  
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