
56 The Book of Titus 

Titus is a special little book that demonstrates how to establish a local church.  If you are interested in 
establishing a local church, the book of Titus is an absolute necessity. 
 
We are going to continue in the book of Titus, in this lesson.  When we finished in the last lesson, I asked 
the men here if there were any questions and nobody had any.  So, we turned the video off, and then 
somebody asked a question, and it was a real good question.  So, I thought I would start with it tonight.   
 
The question was “Why go from 1 Timothy to Titus and skip 2 Timothy?  Why go 1 Timothy, then Titus, 
then back to 2 Timothy in light of the fact that we make so much of a point that the order of the King 
James Bible is very important?”  I am aware of that, and I have tried to point out to you the fact that 1 
Timothy deals with the order of the church.  2 Timothy deals with the issue of the policy of intimidation 
against Timothy.  Titus deals with some of the arrangement things in the church, the functioning of the 
church.  And then Philemon gives the examples. 
 
The reason I teach it out of order, and I skip 2 Timothy to go to Titus, is because I want to take the 
“order books” (1Timothy and Titus) together.  I am not attempting to subvert the order of the books in 
your bible, but I am doing it for time consideration, frankly.  For me it is just a matter of time.  Titus 
repeats a lot that is in 1 Timothy, from a different perspective, and I do not want to have to spend a 
great deal of time here.  I have a precedent for it. 
 
For example, when we studied the book of Romans, I showed you that Corinthians and Galatians were 
the commentaries on the book of Romans.  Do you remember that?  But when we studied the first 8 

chapters of Romans, which one of them did we study as a parallel, Corinthians or Galatians?  We studied 
Galatians because Galatians deals with the doctrinal issues in Romans 1-8.  The Corinthian Epistles deal 
with the issues in chapters 12-16 of Romans.   
 
So, the practical application was reversed as to the order of the books.  The order is doctrine, reproof, 
and correction.  But reproof is about wrong behavior, and correction is about bad doctrine, so you study 
doctrine.  And then Galatians came into view studying Romans first.  But when you write them out as far 

as the ways it is going to work out in life, it is Romans, Corinthians, and Galatians.   
 
So, in teaching Titus next, I am not breaking precedent (not trying to change the order of the books).  It 
is because of time constraint, and the fact that the things in Titus are basically a repetition of some 
things that you have already learned in 1 Timothy.  I am not going to spend as much time on it, but I do 
want to go through them for you. 
 

So I am not trying to subvert the order of the books.  For me, it is just basically a time element, and the 
fact that Titus is a re-emphasis on some things that Paul talked to about in 1 Timothy.  In 1 Timothy he 
says, “Here is how to order the local church.  Do you get it?  Here is the order; here is the order, etc.”   
 
Now you go to 2 Timothy and he talks to you about Satan’s intimidation program against the ministry, 
and how he tries to shut your ministry down, and what you are to do in the face of it. 
 

Then you come to Titus and he says, “Okay, remember the order now.  Let’s go back and remember the 
issues in the ministry.”  And it is sort of a reminder to you as you study it, of that issue about the order.  
It is just like Galatians would remind you about the doctrine after you see the practical departure.  And 
then Philemon is the example.  So we are going to study them in a different order, not failing to 
recognize the order in your bible, but studying them this way just because it is going to let us move 
through them a little more quickly. 
 



Now in Titus, Paul reminds Titus of the 3 basic responsibilities that he is to fulfill in the ministry: 
 
Preach the word rightly divided (Titus 1:1-4).   
Ordain qualified leaders in the assemblies (Titus 1:5-9). 
Refute false teachers and false doctrine (Titus 1:10-16). 
 
Those 3 basic responsibilities are the basic issues of the ministry.  You are going to see later, when we 
get over into 2 Timothy, that Satan’s policy of evil against your ministry, basically, will be to cause you 
not to have the proper evaluation of what the ministry is.  He will try to get your mind off of what the 
ministry really is and what God really gave you to do, and cause you to focus on a bunch of other things. 
 
1 Timothy lays down, basically, these responsibilities for you.   
 
2 Timothy tells you about the problems you are going to face.   
 
And then Titus comes in and says, “Remember the proper evaluation of your ministry; remember the 
basic issues.”   
 
Now we talked about (1) Preach the word rightly divided.  (2) Ordain qualified leaders.  You are always 
to be seeking to replace yourself, and teach others to do the same thing.  You are always trying to 
replace yourself in the ministry – bring somebody along to take your place, and do your job, and teach 
the other people in the assembly to do the same thing.  Do not try to be established in one position 
forever, but always be training people to go out and reproduce themselves in the work of the ministry.   

 

Greeting 

Titus: 1 (65 ad)  

In Titus 1, he reminds Titus of three basic things, three basic responsibilities, that are his, to fulfill in the 
ministry.  Please get these things down because it is critically important when you come to 2 Timothy 
that you have learned from 1 Timothy and Titus what your responsibilities are in the work of the ministry.  
If you do not understand what your responsibilities are, then you will never know if you successfully 
executed them or not.  And you will never know if you have done the right things, when you have other 
expectations that are imposed upon you by other sources – when you have 50 things that you are 
expected to do.  If you know what God expects of you (having been taught it in 1 Timothy and then 
again in Titus) then you will know how to properly evaluate all of the expectations that will come your 
way from various sources.   
 
There are 3 expectations (3 responsibilities): 
 
Preach the word of God rightly divided (Titus 1:1-4). 
Ordain qualified leaders in the church (Titus 1:5-9).  
Silence false teachers (Titus 1:10-16). 
 
Those three things are the basic responsibilities of the work of the ministry that Paul gave to both 
Timothy and Titus.   
Verses 1-4 – teach the word rightly divided.  Two of the greatest passages, in the bible, on Pauline 
authority are verses 2 and 3.   
Verse 9: “Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught.”  I am not going over that because you 
understand that.   
Verse 5-9 – Ordain qualified leaders.  
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Titus 1:1 Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
according to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the 
truth which is after godliness;  

Titus 1:1: “PAUL, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect, 
and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness.”  That is truth, and godliness, going together 
hand in hand.  And that “truth which is after godliness” is not “after” meaning “godliness comes first and 
then comes truth.”  But it is “after” in the sense that “it is consistent with it; it goes hand in hand 
together.”  That “truth” is the “truth” that you get in verse 2 and 3 from Paul.  And then Titus 2:11-12: 

 

Titus 1:2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, (God cannot lie) 

promised before the world began; (God manifest in a man – Beginning of pre incarnate man 

Jesus) 

In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised [to Abraham?  No!  Look at what 
that says.]  Before the world began; (Titus 1:2) 
 
“Before the world began.”  Before God made that promise of eternal life to Abraham, he had first made it 
to somebody else “before the world began.”   “Before the world began” God made the promise of eternal 
life to himself.  He had an eternal life conference in Time Past and set up a purpose and he promised 
eternal life to the Body of Christ out here in the future.   
 
Then, later on in the execution of that purpose in time he promises eternal life to Abraham and to his 
descendants.  But, he did it in such a way that it does not eliminate and does not void, and it does not 
prohibit the previous plan that he had in Time Past.  His wisdom promises eternal life to Abraham - an 
inheritance eternally on the earth and the possession of that land of Palestine.  But, in that promise of 
eternal life to Abraham he does it in such a way that Abraham’s physical descendants are not the only 
ones that get the provision of eternal life.   He does it in such a way that he does not void the previous 
plan that he had, but in his wisdom he allowed for it and provided for it.  God justified Abraham in a 
special manner to allow our inclusion in the promise.   
 
God chose to shuttle the thing through Abraham.  Why?  Who is Abraham’s one seed that counts?  
Christ.  He funneled it down through Abraham that he might purpose it all in the Lord Jesus Christ.  We 
will finish studying Galatians 3 next week, but look back there with me at one verse.  That is what you’re 
going to see in the rest of Galatians 3.  (Galatians 3:16-17) 
 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit promised eternal life to some people before the 
world began.  “In hope of eternal life, which God … promised before the world began.”  Who was back 
there before the world began?  The Godhead was back there, and they had an “Eternal Life Conference”.  
They sat down and developed and designed a purpose, and a will, and a program that they were going 
to execute in time.  And that purpose has to do with the formation of the church the body of Christ – 
giving eternal life to some people.   
 
Do you remember Galatians 3 and Romans 4 – the necessity? What does God give to people that have 
perfect righteousness?  He gives them eternal life.  God forseeing and God knowing what he had in mind 
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all along, justifies Abraham in a special and unique manner so you and I (the Gentiles) can get in on the 
promise.  Does it look like it was related just to Israel? 
 
Titus 1:2 – “In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began.”  You 
see, the promise God made to Abraham about eternal life, and the promise that we are participants of 
today in eternal life, is something God promised himself to do in eternity past.  The thing he said to 
Abraham was only the outworking of something he promised himself to do in eternity past.  Our 
participation in it (verse 3) is manifest in due time by preaching committed to the apostle Paul.  And our 
participation in it is according to the mystery program. 
 
You do not participate in the inheritance of eternal life on the basis of the promise God gave Abraham 
(on the basis of a covenant), because he didn’t make any covenants with you.  But, you participate in 
that promise that he had made himself before the foundation of the world by his grace – ministered, 
dispensed to you according to a program that was not revealed, and not revealed until Paul came along.   

 

Titus 1:3 But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, 
which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God 
our Saviour;   

When Jesus Christ committed to Paul the revelation of the mystery, he was not just telling Paul 
something He cooked up because things were not working out right.  He is telling Paul something that He 

had planned in eternity past, and now is revealing.  He is now making it known.  It is called His eternal 
purpose because it is something He purposed and planned to do in eternity past.  
 
That mystery information is made known to us today through the apostle Paul.  Therefore, I know that 
the purpose that he had before the foundation of the world had to do with forming the church the body 
of Christ because that is what is made known through Paul.   
 

Isn’t it marvelous to think that God Almighty planned something before the foundation of the world and 
that is what we are involved in?  That is enough to get your blood circulating.  We sing that song His 
grace has planned it all ‘tis mine but to believe and recognize his work of love in Christ receive.  That is a 
great song.  That should excite you!  That is the program that you are involved in! 

 

Titus 1:4 To Titus , mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, 
and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.   

Now turn to the book of Titus.  Titus was a convert of Paul.  He calls him in Titus 1:4, “mine own son 
after the common faith.”  He was a coworker with Paul.  Timothy and Titus were evidently the two 
closest coworkers that Paul had.  Paul poured his life into these men.  (2 Timothy 2:2) 
 
Titus was a robust go-getter.  Timothy was half Greek, half Jew.  Titus was all Gentile – all Greek.  And 
Titus was the kind of guy that when they took him to Jerusalem, there wasn’t anybody that was going to 
compel Titus to get circumcised.  You can just see that big old burly Titus saying, “Nobody is going to 
make me get circumcised!”  Titus was stern and bold.  He would go to Corinth and argue them down.  
But, when Timothy went, Paul had to say, “Now you guys treat him right.” 
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They were different personalities, and yet they both shared a lot of problems.  Titus had his share of the 
problems.  I do not care what your personality is – maybe you are a Timothy, or maybe you are a Titus.  
But, the work of the ministry is the work of the ministry.   

 

Qualifications for Elders 

Titus 1:5 For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in 
order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I 
had appointed thee:  

Paul left Titus in Crete.  How do you leave somebody in Crete?  You leave him there and go somewhere 
else.  If Paul did not go to Crete, he would have sent Titus to Crete, not left him in Crete.  Paul went to 
Crete and left Titus there. 
 
Go back and read Acts 27 and you will see that on the way to Rome, as a prisoner, Paul doesn't go to 
Crete.  They see it from shipboard, but they don’t go to Crete.  Besides that, in Acts 27, there is no 
indication that Titus is with Paul.  So, sometime after Acts 28, Paul takes Titus, and they go to Crete, and 
they minister there.  Evidently, they spend some time there, because there is a going work in Crete; and 
Paul leaves Timothy there to get it organized (establish elders, etc.).  Besides that, look at Titus 1:10-13. 
 
Titus 1:5: “For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, 
and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee.”  
  
Verse 7: “For a bishop must be blameless.”  Now notice, you ordain the elder, and he is a bishop.  Those 
terms are used interchangeably.   
 
Now, Titus had his problems.  In Titus 1:5 Paul says, “For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou 
shouldest set in order.”  It is as though Paul says, “Hey, Titus I left you there to do a job.”  Titus then got 

discouraged, and he wanted to quit.  Now, that is the issue that we are going to look at in 2 Timothy.  2 
Timothy is written to combat the issue of satanic intimidation against your ministry – to cause you to 
want to quit and feel like your ministry is not a success.   
 
But Titus had problems in that.  He had some problems with people.  In verse 5 Paul says, “set in order 
the things that are wanting.”  Some of the folks there were not behaving right.  Things were not set up 
right.  They were not organized right.   

 
Paul says in Titus 1:5: “For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that 
are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee.”  Paul did not leave Titus at Crete 
to select the elders.  Did you notice that?  He put him there to ordain those whom the local church 
selected.  He set up, he appointed, he ordained the ones that the assembly had already chosen out of its 
midst.   
 

I say to you again, I do not care what form of government you decide you want to follow.  I will leave 
that up to you.  But the fact of leadership always is going to be the same.  A leader must lead by precept 
and example.  And leadership is always by example, whether it is an example in precept (doctrine), or 
whether it is an example in conduct.  The basic issue in leadership is example.   
 
And if you lead people, they will follow.  I do not care whether you say, “Vote or do not vote.”  It does 
not matter what the government form is, but you have to lead.  You cannot drive; you cannot dictate; 

you do not lord it over God’s heritage.  You are not a dictator, rather, you are a leader; and leaders have 
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to lead.  Leadership is first and basic, and the bottom line is always example.  And godly leaders making 
godly decisions, in an open and above board manner, (a godly manner) will have the people of the 
assembly follow their decisions and follow their leadership.  Anything else, and you will not get it done.  
So, in Titus he ordains the leaders. 
 
Titus 1:5 – “For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are 
wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee.”  Verse 7 – “For a bishop (not an elder 
now) must be blameless.”  He said, “I want you to ordain elders, put men in this position, and here is 
their job (bishop); and when they do this job, here are the qualifications they must have.”  The words 
“elder” and “bishop” are used interchangeably. 
 
Now, there are two types of elders (1 Timothy 5:17).  We are talking about this as we go through the 
Pastoral Epistles, but I am just giving this to you now because there will be some people that don’t go 
through the Pastoral Epistles, and I want them to have this information.  1 Timothy 5:17 

 

Titus 1:6 If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful 
children not accused of riot or unruly.  

Ordain elders and set things in order.   
 
Gentlemen, you need to always be seeking to replace yourself in the ministry.  You should raise up men 
to take your place.  From day one, that ought to be your goal.  And you need to train your leaders.  You 
need to teach other people to do the same thing.  When you try to reach somebody, and train them, and 
edify them, what is it you want to train them to do?  You want to train them to train leaders.  So, instead 
of training this person just to do something, if you train that person to go train somebody else, do you 
see what you are doing?  And if you get that kind of a vision in your ministry that is 2 Timothy 2:2.  Do 
not just have a vision that here you are, and you are going to train this guy, and then you are going to 
be reproduced.  Did that validate your ministry?  No!  What validates your ministry?  When this guy goes 
and successfully trains the third guy.   
 
So, when you train the first guy what are you to be training him to do?  Train him to do the whole thing.  
The issue on going out here and just teaching the bible to him, and teaching the bible to him, and 
teaching the bible to him, is not Pauline Methodology.  The idea is to take the first guy and train him, not 
just in doctrine, but train him in the communication of it to other people.   
 
Leadership is based on what two things?  It is based on precept and example.  So you are going to teach 
this man precept (doctrine to communicate) but you are also going to teach him a lifestyle that under-
girds the doctrine.  That is what you are communicating to the guy.  You are exemplifying it, 
communicating it as he communicates it to others.   
 
If you are going to develop a Youth Ministry, or a Sunday-School Ministry, or a Women’s Ministry, or a 
Men’s Ministry remember the purpose of those ministries.  The purpose of any kind of ministry that you 
develop is not just to teach people, but to teach them to be the whole thing – communicate to others, 
reach out to others.   
 
That is what he left Titus to do in Crete.  Always (make it a rule of your ministry) be seeking to replace 
yourself, and teach other people to do the same thing.      
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Titus 1:7 For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not 
selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to 
filthy lucre;  

Titus 1:6,7: “If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or 

unruly.  For a bishop must be blameless.”   

 
And then he goes down and gives the qualifications.  Now you will notice verse 6 is basically a repeat of 1 
Timothy 3.  In verse 7 he begins to tell you about a bishop.  “For a bishop must be blameless, as the 
steward of God; not selfwilled, [He is not to be overbearing.  Selfwilled is an overbearing person, always 
wanting his way.] not soon angry, [not someone with a quick temper] not given to wine, no striker, [He 
is not a quarrelsome kind of a person – a fighter.] not given to filthy lucre.”  He is not somebody that is 
just dishonest.  He is not overbearing; he is not quick-tempered; he is not somebody given to wine, 
dispassion.  He is not given to violence.  He is not dishonest.  
 
Now you notice all of these things are basically a repeat of 1 Timothy, but there is a little different 

emphasis here.  If you want to know what causes a bad reputation, that is verse 7.  And in Titus he says, 

“Hey, remember they are supposed to be qualified, and a bishop has to have a good reputation, not a 

bad one.”  If you ever want to know how to have a bad reputation in a local assembly, you just take 

verse 7 and you become overbearing, quick-tempered, violent, and dishonest.  And you are going to have 

a bad reputation, and it does not make any difference what happens. 

Titus 1:8 But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, 
holy, temperate;  

If you want to know what causes a good reputation, that is verse 8.  “But a lover of hospitality, a lover of 
good men, sober, just, holy, temperate.”  In 1 Timothy it is just listing the qualifications.   
 
And if you want to have a good reputation, you become honest, you become a lover of things that are 
good, you become self-controlled, you become upright, you become holy, you become disciplined.  Then 
you will have a good reputation.  And which way should you be?  Well, you should not be like verse 7, 
but you should be like verse 8.   

 

Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he 
may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 
gainsayers.  

Now the two responsibilities that the bishop has (verse 9): “Holding fast the faithful word as he hath 
been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.”  You 
are to be able to exhort the brethren – build them up in sound doctrine.  “Exhort the church” means “to 
build the church up in sound doctrine.”  And you are to be able to convince or refute (put to silence) the 
gainsaying (false teachers).   
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Titus 1:10 For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, 
specially they of the circumcision:  

Titus 1:11 Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, 
teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake.  

“For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision: Whose 
mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, [They go out among the assembly, and they just 

get whole families all torn up.] teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake." 
 
These people are rebels (verse 11).  They are rebellious, and they are all talk.  Verse 10 says they are 
unruly and vain talkers.  They are all talk and no action.  They are teachers of things that they ought not 
be teaching.  They are going around teaching error, and they are doing it for money sake.  They are 
doing it to get something for themselves.  They are just carnal and worldly.  Verses 12 and 13 are some 
statements about them. 

 

Titus 1:12 One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The 
Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts, slow bellies.  

Titus 1:13 This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that 
they may be sound in the faith;  

Paul knew them.  Maybe he got to know them before he got saved, but he knew enough about the 
people that were there.  He knew about the contention with the circumcision.  He knew enough about 
them to give instructions to Titus.  So, there is a going work at Crete.  Where did it come from?  The 
indication is that Paul took Titus there.  He doesn't do it in the book of Acts, so the implication is that this 
is after Acts.   
 
So, he is in prison.  He gets released and ministers in Crete.  That is not all.  In 1 Timothy, Paul writes 
back to Timothy who is at Ephesus.  1 Timothy 1:3 
 
Then he says in verse 13: “This witness is true.”  How would you like to have your congregation 
described as liars, slow bellies, and evil beasts.  And Paul says, “And that is true.”  Titus had problems.   
 
So, Titus has these difficulties – problem people, and problem situations.  The book of Titus, in some 
ways, is a condensed version of 1 Timothy.  It covers much of the same material, but it does it from a 
little different perspective.   
 
1 Timothy says, “Here is the rule of the church.  Here is how it is organized.  Here is what your hand is 
supposed to do in the work of the ministry.”  Titus says, “Okay, there is the organization, but here is the 
motivation behind it.  Here is how your heart is supposed to look at that organization.”  2 Timothy says, 
“Hey, all that stuff is going to mess up, but you keep going.”  It tells you how to perpetuate it, how to 
keep your head straight in face of what is going to appear to be failure of the organization, and the 
motivation, in the ministry. 
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So, you have these three books.  Titus should come after 1 Timothy because Titus and 1 Timothy are 
written together.  2 Timothy is the last one written.  So, we will go through Titus now, and then study 2 
Timothy at the end.   
 
You moved out now from the organization (just the cut and dry organization kind of things) in Timothy 
like Here’s how to do it.  Here’s what to do, now go do it.  Now you are going to move into Do you see 
that?  Now here is a little perspective from your heart about it.  And it looks into the motivation – looks 
under the skin of the organization here.  It is not machinery, but it is the motivation behind the 
machinery that is the issue in Titus.  Now it is that issue in Timothy, but Titus focuses on it a little more 
clearly that way.  You will see that as we go through the book.   
 
How would you like somebody to write that to you about your congregation?  Well, sometimes you are 
going to feel like writing that about them.  Continuing in verse 13: “Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that 
they may be sound in the faith”.  You have to refute false teachers.  And that is some description of false 
teachers.   

 

Titus 1:14 Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of 
men, that turn from the truth.  

Verse 14: Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men.”  What are they following?   
 
In Mark 7 Jesus says, “You follow commandments of men and you make the word of God a void.”  There 
are two passages about commandments that you should think of immediately when you hear that 
expression.  One is Mark 7:13 and the other is Colossians 2.  Mark 7:13 
 
Now you are not going to have to hunt for these people, gentlemen.  They are going to show up.  You 
will not have to go out looking for false teachers to refute.  You do not have to stand on the street corner 
and look for every nut that goes down the road, and jump him.  You are going to have plenty of them 
right inside of your own assembly, as it grows.  And they are going to come from within, and they are 
going to come from without.  And the point is that you are to lovingly, but firmly, deal with them and 
deal with the false doctrine.   
 
Now I have talked to you before about doing some of those things, but let me reiterate.  When you see 
these kinds of things begin to come up in your assembly, you need to begin to think about them, begin 
to study the issues, begin to develop the sound doctrine that will refute the problems.  And without going 
after somebody, wait for an appropriate amount of time, and then deal with the things.  You need to deal 
with it privately – deal with the person.  But you also need to deal with it publicly – preach sound 
doctrine to your people.  
 
I have a good friend that told me several times about somebody in his assembly that would get involved 
in some hair-brain idea, or some false doctrine, that somebody would share with them to enlighten them 
and bring them into the truth.  And he would talk with them, and deal with them, and study it with them.  
But every time that would happen he said, “I knew that sooner or later I am going to have to preach 
about this in the assembly.”  Why?  He will have to preach about it because the guy that is coming in 
thinking about it is talking to other people too.  And so the pulpit needs to take a position on these 
things.   
 
Now you do not just want to jump right into it until you know what to say about it.  You need to study.  
You have time to study the thing out.  And unless the thing has gotten to be a real big stir in the 
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assembly, sometime it is better to wait a couple of weeks or even a month or two, so that you do not 
appear to be jumping after this person.   
 
You never want to use your pulpit against somebody.  You never do that!  You use the pulpit as a throne 
to proclaim the truth of God’s word, not for your own personal advantage and satisfaction – not to put 
somebody down, but to preach truth.   
 
A lot of times people think Well if there is a controversy going on, all I have to do is make a 
pronouncement and that will stop it.  What happens if you make your pronouncement, and it just makes 
things worse?  You know that is what happens most of the time when people make pronouncements.  
We are going to issue this pronouncement and this is going to settle it!  You want to bet?  The only way 
it is going to settle it is if the people that are listening to you do not think.   
 
When Paul talks about “rebuke them sharply”, and that kind of thing, he is not talking about just getting 
up and making a fiat pronouncement – that is it buddy!  He is talking about consistently and firmly 
dealing with it.  And it is better not to make a big deal out of it.  It is just better to teach the people the 
truth all along.  And the more unnoticeable you teach it to them, the better it is because they may 
believe it because they see it.   
 
Do you remember what I told you when we studied Daniel 1 and what Daniel was doing?  Old Daniel was 
standing all along, so when the time came for him to stand, what did he have to do?  He did not have to 
do anything, because he was just standing there.  
  
And I know some of the brethren like to jump in front of the table and say, “Here I am.  I am taking a 
stand!”  And if they hadn’t been standing I am glad they got up and did it.  But if you are just standing 
there all along, you do not have that weight of getting up when the time comes to get up.  So you are 
just standing there, that is if you are doing the right thing, and you are just doing it all along – 
consistently doing it. 
 
You will find that the greatest counseling ministry you will ever have will be from your pulpit, where you 
teach the people the truth consistently, and carefully, and slowly, over a long period of time.  Just take 
your time with it, and teach it to them.  Teach it consistently, instead of running to get some sermons, 
when somebody begins to have a marriage problem.  And you think, We are going to straighten all this 
stuff out!  
 
Well you are not going to get it straightened out.  You need to consistently teach the doctrines that they 
need all along through the period of time.  Then when there is a problem, you have a basis to instruct 
them.   
 
But when there is false doctrine, and there are problems, in your assembly, you do not want to ignore it.  
Ignoring it is worse than doing the wrong thing about it.  If you do not loving and firmly deal with the 
people, and the problem, then a little leaven leavens the whole lump.  It sucks the whole group away.   
 
So there is a balance that you have to maintain, and it is not easy.  But it is something God will give you 
wisdom to do, if you bear that responsibility.   
 
First, teach the word rightly divided.  
Second, train leaders.  Select and ordain qualified leaders to be taking the place of leadership.  
Third, challenge and refute false doctrine.   
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Titus 1:15 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are 
defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and 
conscience is defiled.  

Titus 1:16 They profess that they know God; but in works they deny 
him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work 
reprobate.  

 

Titus: 2 

Now in chapters 2 and 3 Paul tells Titus how to adorn the doctrine with good works.  He focuses on, like 
he did in 1 Timothy 5 and 6, the rule of men.  He focuses on how Titus is to have a ministry to each 
segment of the local church, not just one part, but the whole church. 
 
He focuses on aged men in Titus 2:1,2, and then he talks about the young men in verse 6.  And then he 
talks about women in general (the aged and the younger) in verses 3, 4 and 5.  So he talks about these 
segments of the assembly like he did in 1 Timothy.  And we have talked about those verses already. 

 

Teach Sound Doctrine 

Titus 2:1 But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine:  

Titus 2:2 That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, 
in charity, in patience.  

Titus 2:3 The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as 
becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, 
teachers of good things;  

Titus 2:3: “The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness.”  And then Paul 
gives a profile for what the older women are to be like.  Now you say, “What about the younger 
women?”  Well, what is a younger woman to do?  A younger woman in the assembly is supposed to 
become one of the older women.  So if Paul gives you a profile of what an older woman is, what is he 
doing?  Isn’t he setting before you, the goal, and the pattern, and the example of what the young women 
should become?  If he instructs the older women about their behavior, what should the younger women 
do?  They should learn how to do what the older women are doing.   
 
Would you want to be “a flop” as older woman?  (That would be about as bad as being an old man and 
being a flop at it, wouldn’t it?)  So what is an older woman to do?  And again, these are the kind of 
things that a lady’s group in an assembly should be doing.  That is the place where this kind of activity 
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can take place, because these are lifestyle and role model related kinds of things.  It is not book learning 
only.  Now you do get that in the general context, but there is a tremendous amount of information that 
young women need to learn about living and producing good works, that they do not get and they are 
not going to get from the world.  They will not get it from the viewpoint of the world, and the lifestyle of 
the world.  But they will get it from the word of God and from the older women as role models.    
 
That is why I keep telling you – if you are going to function properly as a member of the body of Christ, 
you have to do it in the context of other body members.  Because you need them, and they need you.  
So when you develop a local church these are the goals that you are working towards.   
 
Now do not go in and sit all the ladies down and say, “Here’s what you older women are supposed to do.  
And you younger women are supposed to sit over here and shut up and listen and learn”.  This is a 
lifestyle kind of thing.  And it is the goal that you are working toward.   
 
Titus 2:3 says: “The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness.”  The older 
women are to have a lifestyle of holiness.  That is just a consistent life of holiness, and godliness, and set 
apart to God.  It is just choosing a higher path of life, always choosing the thing that is of greatest value.  
It is learning to discern between those things and choosing that which is of greatest value, and being 
able to demonstrate that in their lifestyle.   
 
Look at verse 3 when he says, “aged women likewise” (emphasis added).  Go back to verses 1 and 2 
“But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine: That the aged men be sober, grave, 
temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience.”    
 
When he says in verse 1: “But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine”, the “but” is in 
contrast with Titus 1:16: “They [the unbelievers] profess that they know God; but in works they deny 
him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.”  In other words, those 
people profess that they know God and in their life, and in their activity, and in their works they deny 
him.   
 
Paul says, “You go teach the old men sound doctrine, so they won’t do that and likewise the aged women 
should have a lifestyle of holiness.  They are to “be in behaviour as becometh holiness, [They are to be 
consistently walking as set apart to God.] not false accusers” (Titus 2:3).  Well, that means you have to 
control your tongue.   
 
The issue of the tongue (Ephesians 4:29-31) tells you how your tongue is to operate.  Do not spread 
stories and tales in an assembly.  If you get those women working and functioning together, there is 
always the temptation for the tongue not to be under control. 
   
I worked for a guy in the church and he would call his wife at a certain time everyday, and the phone 
would be busy and he would say, “She’s talking to so and so.”  And he would have little five-minute 
intervals during the day when he could call her because these women had a schedule to talk to each 
other all day long everyday.  And one woman would start out and say, “Well this is not gossip, this is a 
matter of prayer”.  And then it would get passed through the prayer chain.  I have never been anywhere 
in all my life where there was such gossip and backbiting.   
 
But Paul is saying, “Don’t be false accusers”.  You have to be real careful with the tongue.  It is a good 
work to be careful with the tongue. 
 
Continuing in Titus 2:3: “not given to much wine.”  Now do you wonder what that is talking about?  Well, 
why would a woman want to use wine?  No doubt it would be in order to cope with stress and anxiety, 
raising the kids, and paying the bills, and all that pressure that goes with that.  People pop pills and take 
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drugs today.  That is a human viewpoint answer to the problem.  And Paul is talking about not using 
those kinds of answers. 
 
Continuing in verse 3: “teachers of good things.”  I love that expression. The older women are to live a 
lifestyle of holiness.  And they are to have their tongue under control.  And they are to speak words that 
edify and build up, not words that drag down and destroy.  They are to solve problems on the basis of 
divine viewpoint not the old human viewpoint.  And they are to teach what is good. 

 

Titus 2:4 That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love 
their husbands, to love their children,  

Now what are the older women supposed to teach?  Titus 2:4: “That they may teach the young women 
to be sober.”  (Who teaches the young women best?  The older women teach them best.)  First they 
teach them to be sober, and that does not mean do not get drunk.  He is talking about the same thing 
we had over there in 1 Timothy 2:9: about sobriety.  It is that inner radar, and that spiritual perception – 

woman’s intuition.   
 
And that spiritual perception is developed by the sound doctrine in that woman’s soul. We tease our 
wives and mothers about their “woman’s intuition.”  But that nature (that intuitive radar they have) also 
gives them ability (when their soul is filled with the doctrine) to be able to spiritually perceive things that 
are going on.   
 
Now a man can hardly teach a woman to be sober.  You learn that from association with godly women.  
And you learn how to handle those things that way.  And if you have ever known any older women that 
meet the criteria here then you know what I am talking about.   
 
Continuing in Titus 2:4: “to love their husbands.”  Don’t you love that one?  Aren’t you glad they are to 
love their husbands?  That word love is not the word “agapé”.  It is the word “phileo”.  It is the word that 
involves the emotional dimensions of a relationship (emotional and sexual).   
 
Phileo type love can be taught and it can be learned.   
 
In Ephesians Paul says, “Husbands love you wives”.   
 
And wives sometimes feel like, I can just sit here and wait for him to love me and to respond.  But that is 
only a part of it because God equally tells the wife to love her husband.  And the wife is responsible to 
provide love, emotional support, and response to the husband.  
If he will love her, it is easy for her to respond to the sense of security and emotional satisfaction that his 
love gives with a warm feeling of attraction and commitment.   
 
But a wife is to learn to love her husband, and that does not mean you just get warm emotional feelings.  
A wife should find out the things her husband appreciates and provide them.  Does he like to come home 
in the evening with you looking a mess?  
  
Doesn’t the family operate better when the wife loves the husband?  Home and life operate better when 
the wife loves her husband.  The older women are to teach the younger women how to love their 
husbands. 
 
Next, Titus 2:4: “to love their children.”  Why would they need to be taught how to love their children?  
Women have a natural affection for their children but when it talks about loving your children in the 
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bible, he is not talking about just that natural affection.  You should have that (especially to start with).  
But loving your children has to do with understanding the child and helping them to grow up into a godly 
generation.  The key thing you need in your family is the determination to have godly generations.  You 
want to have grandchildren and great-grandchildren that are saved and believe what you believe, and 
that is possible if you raise your children upright.   
 
I have three children and they were teenagers before I learned what I should have done when they were 
one year old.  Do you understand that?  Have you ever noticed that you figured out how to raise your 
children after they are grown?   
 
I can remember back when our children were little and we used to struggle about what to do about 
certain situations, and how to discipline.  I would have loved to have some old seasoned veteran come 
along and put their arm around my wife and say, “Here’s how to do this, and here’s how to do that”.  
(They didn’t have to come and directly teach her, they could role model it in front of her.)   
 
Well, do you know what I did?  I found some people like that, and watched and learned from them.  This 
was an older man and his wife (down South) and he said, “There are three words preacher – love them, 
lick them, and learn them.”  I won’t ever forget that, because I have learned through the years there are 
three words – love them (and let them know it), lick them (and mean it and let them know when 
something is wrong), and learn them (teach them).  And if you leave anyone of those things out, it will 
not be rounded discipline.   
 
Do you understand how that can be important?  It is a tremendous benefit for the older women to teach 
the younger women to discipline, to educate, and to care for their children.  It helps them provide for 
godly future generations.   
 
Titus 2:4 – “That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their 
children.”   
 
You don’t think God tells you to love your husband?  Well, open up your eyes and read!  You have been 
so interested in reading this passage over here telling the man to love you, you forgot to read the one 
that says you are to love him.  Am I right?  The way you can be submissive is like the church is 
submissive to Christ.  It is to love him.  It is to be grateful for who he is and to respond in that gratitude.  
You are going to see down in the passage there that love is just total self-sacrifice.  It is the complete 
giving of “yourself”.   
 
Do you know what it means to give yourself away?  Do you remember Galatians 2:20 – the exchanged 
life?  Galatians 2:20  
 
In Titus 2:4, Paul says that the older women are to teach the younger women to be sober and love their 
husbands, and love their children.  You hear that the wife is never told to love her husband.  Well, Titus 
2:4 says to love your husband.  People who tell you that will tell you that is a wrong translation over 
there, but you keep reading Titus 2:4 to them.  Because, every woman knows she ought to love her 
husband, in spite of what the preachers say.   
 
 
 

 

Titus 2:5 To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to 
their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.  
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Continuing in Titus 2:5: “To be discreet.”  “Discreet” means “self control, not flashy and being bound by 
fleshy desires and impulses and passions.”  Let me show you a contrast in 1 Timothy 5:11-13:  
 
In 1 Timothy 5 Paul says: “guide the house” – stay busy guarding and working at home.  You are not to 
be idle.  Literally it is “to manage the home carefully” and that is the idea.  I tell people my wife is my 
domestic engineer, and I do not pay her nearly enough.  
  
Well the young women are to learn to be domestic engineers, to have the home run smoothly and 
properly, and to carefully take care of those things so there is no opportunity for any damage or any 
slander to be raised against it. 
 
There is no virtue in just being at home.  A lot of women just stay home, but there is no virtue in just 
being home unless there is a spiritual purpose being accomplished.  It is not just being there, but it is 
being there with spiritual purpose.  It is not being idle, but rather it is being busy.  And the older wives 
can teach the younger wives (and communicate to them) what should be accomplished in the home.   
 
Being at home is not sitting home and watching soap operas and day dreaming dreams about things that 
are not of any relationship to anything.  The point is – the spiritual accomplishments and goals.  And that 
is something that the older women are to teach the younger women – to be keepers at home (guards at 
home) and manage the home so that the ministry that God has given to the husband is supported by the 
home, especially when there are children.   
 
There is an interesting story in 1 Samuel 1:22 about Hannah, Samuel’s mother. When Samuel was just a 
little tot, Samuel’s father took a big crowd of people (all of his family) up to Jerusalem for a feast.  And 
Hannah says, “I am not going because the child is not weaned yet.  I have some responsibilities to this 
child that are more important than me taking a vacation with you guys”.  And he told her, “Well you do 
what is right by the child and that will be good.  I’m happy with it”.   
 
They were both committed to seeing that the right thing (the highest spiritual purpose and priority) is 
accomplished.  And she forfeited the vacation and don’t you think for a minute that it wasn’t less of a 
vacation for him paying everybody’s bill going up there and his wife and child at home.   
 
It is no fun leaving your family at home and going on vacation and paying for everybody else.  But there 
is a spiritual purpose there and they had commitments to the highest priority.  That was not self-
indulgence.  People are going to tell you that you need to hire a baby-sitter and go off for a weekend, 
and it will add sparkle to your life and romance to your life, and that is simply not true.  That is what the 
world says.  Now there is not anything wrong with that.  It is nice and fun and enjoyable to do those 
things, but you will be in a position in your ministry where you will not be able to afford those things.   
 
I was married almost seventeen years when my wife and I went to California alone.  That was the first 
time in our married life that we ever went anywhere by ourselves.  That was sixteen years before I ever 
took my wife out for a weekend, and we could have sat around all those years and thought, “Well, we 
are just terribly deprived”.   
 
Or, you can have a commitment to the higher (better) spiritual priority, and know what it means to be a 
keeper at home, and know what it means to guide the house.  Now that does not mean that the woman 
sets the course.  It means she is guiding the house and causing the house to follow the lead of the 
ministry that God has given the husband.  And the woman should not feel sorry for herself, but she 
should be happy about it and rejoice in it. 
 
Paul continues: “chaste, keepers at home, good” (Titus 2:5).  Let’s look at the word “good”.  It means 
you are “to stand out because of good works.”  In other words when they think of you, they just think of 
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good works.  When people on the block think of you they ought to think of somebody good, and in the 
church, good people.   
 
Then he says, “obedient to their own husbands” (Titus 2:5).  That is “submission: once again.  It does 
not mean that a woman does not express her opinions, or she does not express her feelings.  It does not 
mean that you indulge in the sins of your husband.  It does not mean that you submit to abuse.  But he 
is talking about the woman being teachable.  The husband leads the ministry in the home and the wife 
supports his leadership, follows him.   
 
Continuing, “that the word of God be not blasphemed” (Titus 2:5).  Godly women have a great 
responsibility to have much to do, to have much to teach, and to have much to learn.  And you will never 
have a greater asset among your assembly than women that understand this issue.   
 
And you have a responsibility, gentlemen, to teach those things, and that is one of the things that your 
wife would have in her ministry.  But first she has to be taught.  Too often we try to be teachers when 
we ought to be learners.  First, women have to be taught, and then having been taught through 
experiences, they work through some things, and teach other women.   
 
This past week a pastor’s wife that we know called my wife.  She called my wife and said, “I have to talk.  
I have a problem.  I have this traumatic thing that I am going through, and I do not understand what is 
happening to me.  And I do not understand why I feel this way about it.”  They spent two hours on the 
telephone long distance.  And my wife and I were talking about it the next day, and she said it was 
stunning to me that I knew exactly what to say to her because I have been through every one of those 
things.  It is part of the lot of a pastor’s wife.   
 
And for my wife, it is sort of a new experience to be on the upper end of the scale now where she can 
begin to give some advice and let it trickle back down.  She is used to being the young one looking for 
guidance from the older women.  But you women learn and go through the things and you are conscious 
of them. You are sensitive to them.  You learn and then you can minister to others also. 
 
Just because you have a mouth it does not mean you have something to say.  So you learn first, and 
then you minister.  That is why the aged women teach the younger women, and guide them and show 
them these things.  Women have plenty to do.  And pastor’s wives need to spend a great deal of time 
learning these things, as do all the ladies in the church.  And your ministry is going to be enhanced as 
that comes along.  If you start a church or you take a church, you will not find people doing these things.  
Is the natural tendency to do right or wrong?  The natural tendency is to do wrong.  So women try to 
build these things in their soul, and that is the goal. 
 

 

Titus 2:6 Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded.  

Evidently Titus was a young man, and he was to be careful about how he conducted himself. 
 
Let me say to you again, “You men will be going out into the ministry and you are going to be young 
men.”  When he says, “Let no man despise thy youth,”  or when he says, “In all things shewing thyself a 
pattern of good works,” he is not saying, “Go out here and do not let anybody dare say anything about 
you.”  When he says, “Let no man despise they youth,” he is saying, “Do not give anybody any reason to 
think poorly of you.”  Do not do anything that is going to give you a bad reputation, or cause people to 
thing poorly of you. 

 

tw://bible.*/?id=56.2.5|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=56.2.5|_AUTODETECT_|


Titus 2:7 In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in 
doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, (Doctrine) 

7  In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works:  [The pattern—that form of doctrine that is in 
you—is to be reflected and demonstrated in the activities of your life.  Not just your doctrine, but you are 
to be a pattern—your lifestyle is to be a pattern of good works.]  in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, 
gravity, sincerity, 
 
Titus 2:7: “In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works.”  Be an example, be a pattern of what 
the believer ought to be.  That is the same thing he told Timothy.  
 
“In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, 
sincerity, Sound speech, that cannot be condemned.”  Why are you to be a pattern of good works?  
Verse 8 

 

Titus 2:8 Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of 
the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you.  

When the opposition comes, you want to have a lifestyle that will bear absolute scrutiny and will not give 
any offence to the doctrine you believe.  If the adversary cannot get you to compromise doctrine by 
bringing in error, he will bring reproach on the doctrine through your lifestyle.  So be careful to not let 

that happen. 
 
If he can’t get the message out of your heart, he’ll go after you - every little chink in your armor, see?  
Holiness, fellows: your danger is far more than anybody else’s.   
 
Let’s close now with this passage that tells you what I’ve been trying to say to you about this: 2 
Corinthians 6:3-4 

 
8  Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; [Why?] that [the purpose, the intent] he that is of the 
contrary part [Who would that be?  That is your opposition.] may be [What?] ashamed, having no evil 
thing to say of you. 
 
Now the last part of verse 8 is a key to understanding Satan’s attack on the ministry.  And you need to 
get verse 8.  Why do you shew yourself a pattern of good works?  Why are you going to be uncorrupted 
in doctrine, grave, and sincere (serious minded and sincere about it)?  Why are you going to be with 
sound speech (good speech that cannot be condemned)?  Why are you going to say the right kinds of 
words and not be flippant with you tongue? 
 
Verse 8: “that he that is of the contrary part [That is your opponent – the opposition.]  may be ashamed, 
having no evil thing to say of you.”  Gentlemen, if Satan cannot get you to cut and mess up the message, 

he is going to go after you.  Now mark that down and remember that! 
 
The 2 avenues of attack that Satan has against the believer: 
 
Plan A – try to get the believer to move away from sound doctrine, to move away and not stand in the 
position that you have in Christ. 
Plan B – he goes after “you” and tries to humiliate you, and tries to intimidate you, and tries to stop you 

with constant pressure. 

tw://bible.*/?id=56.2.7|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=47.6.3-47.6.4|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=47.6.3-47.6.4|_AUTODETECT_|


 
Paul is saying, “Do not give him any ammunition to use to come at “you.” In order to get rid of the 
doctrinal issue, they are always going to focus on “you” – the personality.  Have you noticed that yet? 
 
For example: Dr. Stam has raised doctrinal issues through the years, and he raised some of these issues 
with friends, and some with opponents.  But they wind up focusing, not on the doctrinal issue, but they 
focus on him.  He is a nasty old man.  He is a mean guy that just splits churches.  He cannot get along 
with people.  What are they focusing on there?  They are focusing on him.   
 
Well, if you knew him, you would know those things are not true.  If you were around him, you would 
understand that those things are not true.  But, the real long and the short of the thing is, if all that stuff 
was true, what difference does it make, if what you are teaching is false doctrine?  It really does not 
make any difference what the character of the guy is that is saying the thing.  If what he is saying is 
right, that is the issue.   
 
But you know what happens with people, don’t you?  You will not hear what I am saying, because you 
are talking so loud you cannot hear me.   
 
Verse 8 – “that he that is of the contrary part (he that is the opposite, your adversary that is going to 
oppose you and be contrary to you) may be ashamed, (why?) having no evil thing to say of you.”  And 
that is what you want.  You want that fellow’s opposition to backfire, when he begins to oppose you.  
When he slanders you, and when he accuses you, you want your life to be such in its details that the 
accusation won’t stick.  But rather, you do what verse 10 says “that they may adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things”.   
 
Now that is the breastplate of righteousness.  And you put that on in order to protect yourself against 
satanic attack on the messenger – Satan’s Plan B.  You protect yourself against the onslaughts of the 
Adversary, as he would attack you based on the way you conduct your own life.  That is the breastplate 
of righteousness in Ephesians 6:14. 

 

Titus 2:9 Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to 
please them well in all things; not answering again;  

Titus 2:10 Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they may 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.  

He says, make the doctrine look good by who you are, by the details of your life being handled in a way 
that reflects and validates the doctrine.  We don't base our doctrine on human experience; but listen, 
gentlemen, sound doctrine can always be validated and demonstrated in experience, and your experience 
should be one that reflects it.   
 

We relate to society around us by separation and personal holiness—going out and fulfilling our 
obligation.  And when you live a separated life of personal holiness in your service to God, then you are 
fulfilling the obligation that you have to society by being who it is that God made you to be in society; 
because you are validating that message that you are proclaiming to them.   
 
And so in verse 10 he talks about “adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.”  You want to have 
a lifestyle that does not detract.  And you have to understand how Satan is going to attack the ministry.  

Now in Titus 2:9-10 he talks about slaves.   

tw://bible.*/?id=49.6.14|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=56.2.9-56.2.10|_AUTODETECT_|


 

Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared 
to all men,  

Notice verse 11 – the grace of God brings salvation – past tense.   
 
Titus 2:11 – “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us (it 
indoctrinates us) that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, (that’s negative) we should (that’s positive) 

live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world.”  One thing is sure, people, grace is going to 
put you on the spot, and it is going to expose your heart, if it doesn't do anything else.  It exposes your 
heart like nothing else ever could, not even the law.   
 
Grace says, “Okay, I’ve blessed you.  I have given you the gift, and I have given you all these blessings 
as a free gift.  Now you serve me because you love me, and because you are grateful, and because you 
want to.”   

 
Do you know why you sin?  Do you know why you get angry?  Do you know why there are unworthy 
things in your life?   
 
I was in a meeting the other day, and I was talking to a 15-year-old girl.  And her mother came to me 
after the first meeting and said, “I would like for you to pray for my daughter.”  She said, “She started 
smoking.  The kids at school pressured her into it.  Her dad and I don’t do it, and we don’t approve of it; 
but we don’t know what to do with her.  We can’t reason her out of it.”   
 
I said, “Well, okay.”  And I went and ate supper with them the next evening.  Her dad was a 
photographer, and he was showing me some things in the basement.  There was a television and a chair 
where they obviously sat and watched TV, and on the armrest was an ashtray full of cigarette butts.  And 
with the three of us there, I said to the father, “Oh, do you smoke?”   
 
And the girl looked at me and said, “Daddy doesn't, I do.”  And I said, “Oh, that’s interesting, how old are 
you?”  She said, “15-years-old.”  And she was a little embarrassed about it.  I said, “There is just one 
thing about that.  Are you saved?”  She said, “Yeah.”  I said, “Are you sure that you are saved?  No 
doubt in your mind about it?”  She said, “Oh yes, I know I am saved.” 
 
I said, “Well, there is one thing about it.  You can always tell yourself that you love cigarettes more than 
you love Jesus Christ.  Do you know why you smoke?”  She said, “No.”  I said, “That little cancer stick 
gets its bony little finger around you and destroys you.  And you love that cigarette more than you love 
Jesus Christ.”  She said, “Oh, no, no, no!”  I said, “Yes, yes, yes!” 
 
Well, that is what grace does.  God saves you and blesses you, and he gives it all to you as a free gift; 
and then he says, “Live for me”.  He says, “Live clean, and live righteous, and live like I have made you 
because you want to live  that way.  And by the way, I will motivate you to want to live that way, if you 
will just let me.”  That is a fact. 
 
Now, that was about a young girl with a particular problem, but you can apply it to your life with 
anything.  Maybe it’s just an aggravated disposition.  Maybe it’s just anger, or discontentment, or 
laziness, or brooding, or resentfulness, or self-pity, or whatever.  Maybe it is drunkenness, or adultery, or 
whatever.  The fact is that grace puts you on the spot.  Grace teaches you not to do it, and to deny 
ungodliness and worldly lust.  Live soberly and righteously and godly.  Live like God would live.   
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Do you reckon God would puff on a cigarette?  You should read Job 41:19-21 and see that the devil 
smoked the first cigarette.  Do you know what you are doing when you smoke?  You are lighting the 
coals.  So, you are acting just like the devil.  You are not acting like your daddy.  You are acting like the 
devil.  You are acting like the old man’s daddy (John 8:44).   
 
Anyway, my words got that girl under conviction.  Now, I don’t know what she did about it, but I know 
something about you.  I know grace puts you on the spot, doesn't it?  And Jesus (the word of God) 
teaches you that you are not in this flesh, but you are in the Spirit.  You never learned to walk in the 
flesh from Christ.   
 
Do you want to see his anger and his attitude about that?  There is the cross, and he has done away with 
it.  It puts you in a total victory program.  That is what you learn from Christ.  Hey, you don’t want to 
walk like an unsaved man.  If you have learned anything from Christ, you know better than that.  Grace 
motivates you to walk like who you are. 

 

Titus 2:12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;  

Paul is saying that God’s grace teaches you that as you focus on what God has done for you in Christ that 
begins to transform you.  Then you want that focus to live in you.  You don’t give anything up – God just 
takes it all away by replacing it with things that are so much better that you don’t even notice the other 
being gone.  That is GRACE.  That is what works.  That is not living just any way you want to live – to 
please yourself.  But now you focus on what God is doing and you try more and more perfectly to have 
what he is doing reflected in your life.  When you do that, you do not have a problem getting rid of sin; 
you don’t have a problem getting rid of unworthiness. 
 
Verse 12: The grace of God in the present tense teaches us to do two things: 
 
(negative) “denying ungodliness and worldly lusts.”  
(positive) “live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world.”   
 
Titus 2:12: “Teaching us [grace instructs us and it gives us an understanding about how to live phase 
two in progressive sanctification] that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, [that’s the negative side] 
we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world” [that’s the positive side]. 
 
Those two things are the issue: 
 
The negative is the issue of true repentance.  Real repentance is “denying ungodliness and worldly lusts.”   
The positive is the issue of true holiness – living “soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world.” 
 
True repentance and true holiness are the issues that are involved in bringing about progressive 
sanctification.  When you are dealing with sin in your life, there are two things that have to be dealt with. 
When you are going to deal with the details of your life, and you are going to try to gain mastery over 
the details of your life, you have to understand two things: You have to understand what true repentance 
is as opposed to the worldly repentance, in fact reversionism.  And then you need to understand what 
true holiness is.   
 
Gentlemen the issue in the book of Titus is grace motivation – proper worship of God and godliness.  
Well to sum up those passages: The local church is to demonstrate the mystery of godliness.  And the 
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first responsibility, in that church, is to develop the spiritual perception, and the Christian character in the 
believers, and their accountability unto grace.    

 

Titus 2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;  

And future tense – there is a “blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). 

  
The Christian life is in three phases, and you want to understand these three phases.  If I say to you 
“phase one,” you ought to understand that is talking about salvation.  If I say to you “phase two,” you 
need to understand that is talking about the Christian life.  And “phase three,” is the rapture and eternity. 
 
Phase one deals with the issue of justification.  Phase two deals with the issue of practical sanctification.  
Phase three deals with the issue of glorification, which is the believer at the rapture and out in eternity 

future.   
 
The doctrine of sanctification comes in three parts that match those three phases.  Phase one is 
positional sanctification.  As an unsaved man you trust Christ as your savior and that is phase one.  That 
is positional sanctification.  You are placed in Christ and now that is your position.  That takes place at 
the moment you trust Christ as your savior.  When you were born, you got an old sin nature.  When you 
were saved you got your new nature.  You got a position in Christ.  
 
Now phase two of sanctification is taking the old man and taking the new man that you have in Christ, 
and bringing your conduct and life into line with the position you have in Christ – progressive 
sanctification.  Thus, you begin to grow.  That is the Christian life from the time you were placed into 
Christ until the rapture or death, whichever takes place first. 
 
At the rapture or at death, your old sin nature is left behind and you get a glorified body at the rapture.  
And that is phase three – ultimate sanctification. 
 
Phase one – positional sanctification or initial sanctification, (salvation, positional truth, placed in Christ, 
set apart and separated from everybody else in the universe unto God Almighty in Christ). 
Phase two – progressive sanctification, (the Christian life from the time you trust Christ until the time that 
death takes place or the rapture, that is your life in time.  It is bringing your conduct in line with your 
position).   
Phase three – ultimate sanctification, (this takes place at the rapture and eternity future). 
 
Now those three issues (and they are right there in Titus) are something you have to understand.  What 
we are dealing with (and what your ministry is going to deal with) in regard to unsaved people is the 
issue of positional sanctification - getting in Christ.  And in your ministry you are going to find Christian 
people that do not understand anything about phase two, progressive sanctification.  And your main 
focus with Christian people is going to be in the Christian life – now.  So we want to talk about that a 
little bit more. 
 
That blessed hope (Titus 2:13) is the rapture.  When you read about “hope” in Paul’s epistles, you 
consistently are reading about the rapture.  Our hope is the rapture.  The rapture is the point in time 
when all of the things that God has promised to us, and that God has given to us, literally become our 
possession (practically).   
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You, right now, are being told to walk worthy in this position that you have in Christ – live up to the 
position.  But, at the rapture you literally will be in the position – the adoption, the sonship status.  You 
have the Spirit of adoption now, but at the rapture that is the adoption to wit the redemption of the 
body.  You won’t have to just walk worthy of it, but you will be in it.  It will all be a reality.  But, now it is 
your hope, your earnest expectation and eager anticipation is the rapture.  Well, all these things are 
made blessed realities in our life, not just in prospect, but ultimately in reality – the consummation of it 
all.    

 

Titus 2:14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.  

And then verses 11-15 are some of the greatest passages, in the bible, on grace motivation for the 
members of the local assembly.  He gives you the various aspects and roles of the local assembly.  And 

then he gives you the motivation upon which the local assembly is to operate. 
 
You are to “adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.  For the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works” (Titus 2:10-14).  

 
Isn’t that a great passage?   
 
You have the past – salvation (verse 11).   
You have the present – sanctification (verse 12).   
You have the future - glorification (verse 13). 
 

You have grace redeeming you (verse 11).   
You have grace re-educating you (verse 12).   
You have grace rewarding you (verse 13). 
 
There is redemption (verse 11).   
There is purification (verse 12).   
There is glorification (verse 13). 

 
You can just go on, and on, and on, with it.  Do you see that?  And the motivation for adorning the 
doctrine is grace.  Gentlemen, that is the motivation behind the ministry in the local church.   

 

Titus 2:15 These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all 
authority. Let no man despise thee.  

 

Titus: 3 
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Be Ready for Every Good Work 

Titus 3:1 Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to 
obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work,  

He is not talking about principalities and powers in heaven, like Ephesians 6:12. He is talking about 
positions of rank and authority in the government, the visible ones on earth.  There is a corresponding 
structure of rank and order in the heavenly places.   
 
Well, what is a principality, and a power, and a magistrate?  Those are governmental authorities.  He is 
saying, “Be subject to the Mayor, and to the Governor, and to the President, and be ready to every good 
work.”  The idea is positions of rank and authority in government. 
Colossians 1:16 
 
Now notice how he does this same thing in chapter 3, when he focuses, no longer on the local assembly, 
but he begins to talk about the people that are without – outside the assembly (Verses 1-2).   
 
Titus 3:1: “Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready 
to every good work, To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto 
all men.”  He says, “Here is your attitude toward the world.” 
 
Do you remember what he did to Timothy, how he talked about that, too?  Now why should you have 
that attitude toward the non-Christian world?   
 
Titus 3:1 – “Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready 
to every good work.”  You understand that.  He is talking about the government.   
 
He says, “There are principalities, and powers on the earth.  Do you understand them?  Do you see how 
they work?  Well the heavens up there are just that way.”  The heavens are organized in a governmental 
structure just like the earth.  And just like God ordained the powers that be (the governmental authorities 

that are on the planet), he has ordained them all out through that heavenly host.  And there is an 
organized governmental structure in the heavenlies.  And Paul talks about it in terms that you and I can 
relate to, so that we can understand something that we have never seen.   
 
Now, I do not understand all that is out there in that realm of the Spirit.  I do not know how you can 
have a horse and a chariot (with the flesh of the horse and the boards on the chariot) made out of fire.  I 
do not understand that. 

 
But, I understand some things about principalities, powers, thrones, dominions, and these other terms.  I 
understand how those things operate here.  And he doesn't tell me to understand something I never saw. 
He says, “You understand this.  Well, the same principle is out there.” 
 
Now, you and I are given the ability to relate to those things through a system of terminology that is 
uniquely given to us in the Pauline Epistles.  They are especially given to us here, because you and I 

need to understand those things, because that is who we are.  Our function is to be involved in those 
things.   

 

Titus 3:2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, 
shewing all meekness unto all men.  
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Titus 3:3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, 
deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, 
hateful, and hating one another.  

Doesn't that just describe the way you were?  I hope that doesn't describe the way you still are.  
Unfortunately a lot of believers haven’t gotten very far from that.   

 

Titus 3:4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward 
man appeared,  

Then he goes on down and tells you about getting saved by grace through faith plus nothing.  Do you 
know how we behaved?  We were foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, 
doing whatever we wanted to do, living in malice and envy, mad and angry and jealous of everybody 
else, and hateful, and hating one another.  We were hateful to each other, and we hated everybody that 
was hateful to us.  It was just crazy.  It was just sin – totally irrational.   
 
And Paul says, “This is who you were!”  Zechariah 3:2 talks about “a brand plucked out of the fire”.  You 
were more like a 2x4 burnt in two, just as crisp as a cinder.  Ephesians 2:3 

 

Titus 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost;  

It has to do with the individual regeneration that members of the body of Christ received today.  We 
already have received the regeneration when we trust Christ.  Okay.  We have our regeneration.  Present 
possession.  Israel is going to receive a regeneration in the kingdom.  In fact, the whole world is going to 
be regenerated.   
 
The creation will be delivered from the bondage of corruption and there will be new life given and the 
pristine garden freshness of Eden will be restored back to the creation in the regeneration when the son 
of man shall sit on the throne of his glory.  Well what is that?  Well that is Israel and the throne of his 
glory sits in Jerusalem.  Matthew 25:31, Jeremiah 14:21 
 
Now what happens when you get saved?  Salvation produces a radical change in the spirit, the soul, and 
the body.  The first thing that happens is regeneration: “Not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5).  God the Holy Spirit cleanses us by the washing, not of baptism, but of 
regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost.   
 
What is regeneration?  Regeneration is a recreation, a rebirth, a giving of life.  God the Holy Spirit comes 
in and gives life to your dead spirit and now you have the life of God in your spirit.  John 3:5-6 
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Titus 3:6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour;  

Titus 3:7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life.  

That is why Romans 4 says what it does after Romans 3 says what it does.  It is an added detail of Paul’s 
Gospel. Being justified, because we have the righteousness of faith, we qualify to receive eternal life.  … 

we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  What hope is that?  The word “hope” 
there means a confident expectation, not “I wish” but a confident expectation of eternal life.  Look back 
at Chapter 1.  (Titus 1:2) 
 
He says, “Constantly teach people that they are saved (verses 4-7) by grace through faith plus nothing.  
And that they were a bunch of unworthy sinners (verse 3).  But the lovingkindness and the love of God 
our savior has appeared and we are saved by grace.”  
 
Well, there is another great passage on grace motivation (verses 3-7).   
 
Two of the greatest passages, in Pauline Epistles, on grace motivation are in those two chapters.   
 
One, the motive for functioning properly in the local church is grace – what God has done for you in 
Christ.   
Two, the motive for proper functioning toward the world. 
 
And that is in Titus 3:3-7:  
 
 “For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another.”  [Isn’t that a good description of 
the way we used to be?]  “But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 
Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to hope of 
eternal life” (Titus 3:4-7). 
 
That is a great passage!  Do you know why you should be “gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men?”  
Well verses 3 through 7 explain it to you.  Why?  You can look and see what God has done for you in 
Christ.  Do you see that?  Now, fellows, the reason you can be sensitive to the world, and sensitive to the 
church, is God’s grace.  The local assembly is the motivating force and behind it is grace.  And Paul is 
writing Titus and reminding him about that.  Turn to 2 Corinthians 1:24.  
 
Titus 3:7 says that our hope is eternal life, and that eternal life is realized at the rapture.  

 

Titus 3:8 This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm 
constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to 
maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men.  
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Paul said, Titus, teach these things about God’s grace; explain to them and exhort them about God’s 
grace all the time.  Why?  “that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good 
works.”   That is grace motivation.  (2 Corinthians 5:14) 
 
And he says, “I want you constantly to teach these people about grace “that they which have believed in 
God might be careful to maintain good works” (Titus 3:8).  Do you know how people are going to 
maintain good works?  They will maintain good works by true repentance, dealing properly with sin in 
their midst – perfecting holiness.  And the way they are going to do those things is on the basis of grace 
– not on the basis of the old man.  Turn to Colossians 3:11-12 
 
Now Titus 3:8 is the key verse in the book in the book of Titus.  “This is a faithful saying, and these 
things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to 
maintain good works.  These things are good and profitable unto men.”  The issue in Titus is maintaining 
good works – how to be established in that. 
 
Beginning in Titus 3:8 there is a final summary that goes down through the chapter here.  ”This is a 
faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God 
might be careful to maintain good works.  These things are good and profitable unto men.”  In other 
words, I want you to constantly talk about what is profitable.   
 
And what is profitable (verses 3 to7) is grace motivation.  He says, “This is a faithful saying.  I want you 
to constantly keep that grace motivation in front of them.”  Why?  You keep it in front of them because it 
is going to motivate them to do good works: “These things are good and profitable unto men” (3:8).   
 
Remember, the first thing you want to do is stress the thing that is profitable.  Keep stressing grace.  
Remember 2 Corinthians 1:24. 
 
Titus 3:8 – “This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which 
have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works.”  Do you see that?  Look back at Titus 
2:7-8 and notice why. 

 

Titus 3:9 But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, 
and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain.  

He says avoid these things:  foolish questions, just dumb questions that you can't get answers for.  Look, 
if you ask a question, and there isn't an answer to the question, and you keep asking the same question 
over and over, and you keep arguing about it, and there isn't any answer; then it is just a question.  Is 
the question profitable?  No.  It doesn't mean that the question is bad, and it doesn't mean that the 
question can't be asked, or you can't speculate about it; but if you can't come to an answer, it is a 
question that you don't want to make the basis of what you do.  I told you in prep and delivery, you 
never base a doctrine on a verse that asks a question.  Common sense tells you that.  He says avoid 
them; don't allow these kinds of things to dominate your congregation.  The way that you do that is 
teach your people not to do this.   
 
Now I didn't say that you don't teach them to ask questions that are difficult, and that you don't know 
the answer to.  That is not what he is saying.  He is not saying that you are going to get away from 
things that you don't know.  He is talking about things that are unprofitable because they are just 
questions that you never get to the bottom of.  It is okay to have an opinion, but can you dogmatically 
answer the question?  Well, no.  We have those in the grace movement, don't we?  Don't you have 
questions in the grace movement?  There are three of them that people want to argue and fuss and 
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break fellowship about.  And do you know what you get?  Hey, it is interesting to talk about them in a 
good spirit, but you don't want to allow those things to dominate what you are doing. 
 
What are they?  Are the twelve in or out of the body?  Who wrote Hebrews?  And nine, eleven or 
thirteen?  That is it.  Those are questions that most everyone outside the grace movement doesn’t even 
have sense enough to ask.  How do you answer the questions?  Mid-Acts—that is where to take your 
stand.  When you start taking a dogmatic position about Acts 9, 11, or 13, do you know what you just 
did?  You just screwed up, because you just added instability.  You can bounce it off somebody's head 
until they don't believe anything else, but you are not going to help.  Don't let questions dominate. 
 
Who wrote Hebrews?  God wrote Hebrews, no matter who the human agency was.  Are the twelve in or 
out of the body?  Didn't Paul say whether in the body or out of the body, I cannot tell, God knoweth?  
Hey, I believe that all of those questions have answers that satisfy me, some of which are very important 
to me.  But understand what I am saying.  Avoid foolish questions.  Don't let those things dominate the 
congregation, for they are unprofitable and vain.  They don't get the job done.  A man that is a heretic 
after the first and second admonition reject.  A heretic is somebody that causes division with contrary 
doctrine.  The heretic is the guy in Romans 16 who is causing division and offenses contrary to the 
doctrine which you have learned.  After the first or second admonition, reject.  In other words deal with 
the guy; and if he refuses to be corrected, then separate, avoid him.  Mark him.  Identify him.   
 
Talk to him, and find out what he thinks.  Don't find out what I believe from somebody else, understand?  
It doesn't mean that you can't discuss what I believe with somebody else, but look, get it from me.  If 
you hear that I am teaching a deviant doctrine, where are you going to get it from?  Me.  Deal with it, 
and then if the man refuses correction, then deal with that refusal too.  Titus 3:11 
 
Titus 3:9: “But avoid foolish questions.”  In other words, do not let these things dominate the local 
church.  Teach your people not to do this.  Do not always be asking foolish questions. 
 
I hope when somebody gets through preaching you are not always there, right afterward, with dumb 
questions – all the time.  That is a real interesting thing.  I just preached a meeting off in another state 
and every time somebody finished preaching, (as soon as it was over) two guys rushed over to them with 
silly little questions that did not make any difference one way or the other.  And one guy always came to 
tell you that you did not say something that you should have said, or that you could have said.  And 
pretty soon you just get tired of it.  You do, and you will learn.  You will find out.  
 
Now that does not mean you cannot ask questions.  If a man says something that you do not 
understand, ask him.  But do not ask foolish questions.  Do you know what a foolish question is?  If a 
question cannot be answered, then what is it?  It is just a question.  It is just foolish.  A foolish question 
is a question that is empty and vain, and it does not have any purpose.  It does not have any answer to 
it.  It is just something to keep things going.  Or else, it is one that you know the answer, but you just 
want to keep things stirred up.  “But avoid foolish questions.”  Do not let these foolish, unprofitable 
things dominate the assembly (take the front seat).   
 
Continuing in Titus 3:9: “and genealogies, [That is personalities.] and contentions, [That is self-will.] and 
strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain.”  Stay away from the legalism, and stay away 
from the self-assertive, self-important kind of things. 
   
First, stress what is profitable (verse 8). 
 
Second, avoid what is unprofitable (verse 9).  Take those things that are not going to build the assembly 
up, and teach the people to avoid that. 
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Titus 3:10 A man that is an heretick after the first and second 
admonition reject; (Heretic= bad behavior)  

Titus 3:11 Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being 
condemned of himself.  

Here is what you know:  that he that is such is subverted.  In 2 Timothy 2:18, those who have erred 
overthrow the faith of some.  See, the guy sinneth, and what?  Being condemned.  Notice those last two 

words.  You are not condemning the guy; thy guy condemned himself.  Do you see that?  You are not 
standing there whacking him in the head.  Who caused the division?  He did.  You are recognizing what 
he has done.  He is the one that has departed.  He is the one that has gone away.  He is the one who 
caused the division.  He is the one that won't heal the breach with sound doctrine.  Therefore he, not 
you, caused division.  You don't have to exercise the doctrine of separation with a stick.  And if in your 
life the issue of separation isn't a doctrine of a weeping heart, then you need to forget the doctrine.  
Romans 16:16. 
 
Then third, (verses 10 and 11) you want to learn how to deal with problem people in a straight forward 
and proper manner.  Verses 10,11: “A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition 
reject; Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself.” 
 
Now the word “heretick” means “one who causes division with contrary teaching (doctrine).”  And the 
verse is Romans 16:17.  It is a self-willed person who thinks that he is right, and he goes out trying to 
convince everybody, and forcing people to choose sides.  He is somebody who causes division with 
contrary doctrine. 
 
Now the way you handle that person is “after the first and second admonition.”  You warn him, in fact 
you warn him twice.  You do not just sit down and talk about it with him.  But you sit and discuss the 
thing, and then you deal with the man clearly about it.  You confront the person in love, and in patience, 
but you do not do it just once.  Anybody that you confront just once, you are not through with him.  Do 
not forget that, in your church discipline.  A lot of times people think that just because we talked to him 
about, that is it.  But if you only talked to him once, you did not talk to him enough.  You did not fulfill 
your obligation of patience.  A servant of God must not strive, but be patient, gentle, apt to teach, and so 
forth.  So, you lovingly and patiently confront the person – deal with the person in a straightforward 
proper manner.  You confront the person in love and in patience.   
 
And then if they do not respond, you break fellowship with them.  And the reason you break fellowship 
with them is because verse 11 says that person identifies himself as one who will not respond to a loving 
admonition of the word of God.  He is a person that causes divisions.  When that person does not 
respond, you go and you give him the scripture, and talk to him about it.  And you lovingly and you 
patiently confront him with the word of God, not with self-will, and not violently, and not self-assertively.  
And you do it patiently and consistently, time and again.  And if that person will not respond properly 
then, you are now required to respond to their lack of response.  They have given a negative response, 
when you went to them in response to their problem.  Now you are responding not just to that problem, 
but you are responding to their negative response.  And your response to that is separation, because 
verse 11 says you should know something.  
 
When you see that person refuse to respond to the loving admonition of the word of God, and the 
patient presentation of the word of God, it is because he is somebody that is subverted, overthrown.  And 
sin is the problem.  And he condemns himself.  You are not condemning him.  When you separate from 
him, you are not condemning him.  He is condemning himself.   
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Would it be grace, if you condemned him?  No.  You are saying to him, “Brother I love you and I want 
you to understand that it is because I love you, in order for you to see the seriousness of what you are 
doing, that we must withdraw ourselves from you.”  That is not You old unworthy guy!  You old nasty 
mean fellow!  You old sorry, good-for-nothing throw-off!   It is not that attitude at all.   
 
Listen, I told you before, the only way a person can properly apply the doctrine of separation, and 
discipline, is with a broken heart.  You walk away grieved.  If God the Holy Spirit can see that man 
condemning himself, and be grieved because of it, what kind of an emotion should you have?  It ought to 
break your heart.  You ought to understand that.  Enter into some of that sympathetic suffering of the 
Saviour (and the Spirit of God) over men who do not live up to the potential that they have in Christ 
(yourself included).   
 
Now you have to learn to deal with problem people, and you do not deal with them by ignoring them.  
You do not pretend it did not happen.  You just lovingly communicate with them the truth, and with 
patient, loving confrontation, (carefrontation as Brother Mike says). 
But, once you have done that, and once you have done the things that you are to do, and there is no 
response in a positive way, then you are required to respond properly to their negative response.  And if 
you don’t, who is disobedient too?  You are.   
 
Now, what Paul is telling Titus, in essence, is, “Hey Titus stay on the firing line guy.  Keep on doing that 
which God gave you to do.  You know what to do, so do it!” 
 
Now we are going to 2 Timothy.  And what you are going to find in 2 Timothy is right in line with that.  
Now the focus in 2 Timothy is how to handle Satan’s policy of intimidation that tries to cause you to quit.  
Now this is real critical for you to get this, because if there is anything that you are going to face, in your 
ministry, it is going to be this constant pressure to be discouraged.    
 
Some of you have already experienced some of that, haven’t you?  I guess you do not go very far, in the 
Christian life, without getting discouraged.  We are not seeing anything happen.  And if it is not 
happening, then I cannot be happy, because happiness depends on what is happening.  They are the 
same word.  But you can have joy, because joy is independent of circumstances, isn’t it?   
 
That does not mean that you are ever going to get over the ten o’clockitis.  Do you know what ten 
o’clockitis is?  That is the preacher standing at the church door at ten o’clock on Sunday morning, and 
there are only three people there, and he is wondering where everybody else is.  And by 10:10 they all 
come in.  (I am assuming that you start at ten o’clock.)  That is what they call ten o’clockitis.  Everybody 
drags in by 10:10, and you feel good because you have a crowd, and you go on.  But you know at ten 
o’clock you are wondering, Where are they?  Where are they?  You are never going to get over that 
because you are anxious for the ministry, and your heart should be anxious for it.  And when you get to 
where you just do not care, there is something wrong with you.   
 
But the thing about it is, when you judge your ministry on the basis of events rather than on the basis of 
the sound, doctrinal understanding of what the ministry is all about, then you are falling for Satan’s trap.  
That is why he tells Timothy, “Here is what a local church is, and here is how it operates.”  
 
That is why he says to Titus: “Remember Titus, I left you at Crete and here are the issues.  Remember to 
teach the word rightly divided.  Get out there and train some men to take over the ministry, and refute 
the adversary and false doctrine.  And go out here and have that ministry among the assembly, and tell 
them to be motivated by grace.  And go out into the world, and be motivated by grace.  And remember 
these things, because if you understand what your responsibility is (And you will know, from the word of 
God, what God wants you to do) then you can know whether you are doing it or not.”  
 



Well, what about the results?  You think about that, and all of the sudden, what is happening to destroy 
your happiness can affect your joy, which is based on confidence in what God says.  Hey, if I do God’s 
work God’s way, can’t I rejoice in that?  I can rejoice in the Lord.   
Now 2 Timothy is all about that.  2 Timothy is Paul’s instructions to Timothy, and it is the last thing Paul 
wrote.  And everything has changed.  In 1 Timothy everything was going pretty good.  Look at 2 Timothy 
1:15:  
 

 

Final Instructions and Greetings 

Titus 3:12 When I shall send Artemas unto thee, or Tychicus, be diligent 
to come unto me to Nicopolis: for I have determined there to winter.  

Titus 3:13 Bring Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey 
diligently, that nothing be wanting unto them.  

Titus 3:14 And let ours also learn to maintain good works for necessary 
uses, that they be not unfruitful.  

And he sends Titus there in chapter one to set those things in order.  “For this cause left I thee in Crete, 
that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had 
appointed thee” (verse 5).   
And he goes through Titus and shows you how to go in and establish a local church, and what the issues 
are when you do that, and how to motivate those people to function.  Titus is real important. 

 

Titus 3:15 All that are with me salute thee. Greet them that love us in 
the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

56 Titus:  

Chapter :1 (65 ad) 

Greeting 

Qualifications for Elders 

Chapter :2 

Teach Sound Doctrine 
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Be Ready for Every Good Work 

Final Instructions and Greetings 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

 


