
57 The Book of Philemon 

Philemon is an illustration of godliness.  The only place Paul uses the word “godliness” is in the Pastoral 
Epistles, and we are going to talk a lot about that, and the attitude of godliness, and godliness being 
manifested in the local assembly.  Philemon illustrates, in a personal life situation, agapé love in action.  
Now that is the goal of a pastor – to see godliness in action.  So in Philemon you see the fruit and the 
proper working together of all of those things.   

 

Philemon: 1 (64 ad)  

Greeting 

Philemon 1:1 Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, 
unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellowlabourer,  

Philemon 1:2 And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our 
fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy house:  

Philemon 1:3 Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

Philemon's Love and Faith 

Philemon 1:4 I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my 
prayers,  

Philemon 1:5 Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the 
Lord Jesus, and toward all saints;  

Philemon 1:6 That the communication of thy faith may become 
effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in 
Christ Jesus.  

Do you see that “acknowledging of every good thing?”  That is like Colossians 2:2 “the acknowledgement 
of the mystery.”  It has to do with the fact that the communication of thy faith becomes effectual.  It 
becomes energetic and it becomes active by the acknowledging of every good thing.  As you take in the 
word of God and as you use the word of God, that word of God energizes you and it becomes effectual.  
It becomes energy.   
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As we share and as we see what we have in Christ (and in this passage particularly) we communicate 
that with other people.  In other words, as we use it (not just have it but as we use it) it becomes 
energy.  It becomes the thing that empowers and motivates us.   
 
Now because of that principle (because it’s the word of God that the Holy Spirit is going to use to 
energize the believer) there is a whole package of divine operating assets that God has provided to the 
believer to assure the accomplishment of the perfection and the performance of each believer.  
 
There are four divine operating assets that God has given to you and to me as members of the body of 
Christ to ensure the accomplishment of the perfection of our soul and of the performance of our 
ambassadorship.  These four issues are things that you need to clearly understand.  We have talked 
about them before, and I am going to give them to you briefly again.  I want you to understand why they 
are important. 
 
These things are there so that you can build up the word of God, and you can take in the word of God, 
and you can use the word of God, and you can practice the word of God, and therefore be energized. 
There are four divine operating assets, and these are things that God has provided to assure the 
accomplishment in the believer of his perfection and his performance.  The doctrines of inspiration and 
preservation identify for you the written word of God.  The reason we started with that issue had to do 
with the fact that in your ministry these four issues are going to be the whole thrust and framework in 
which your ministry has to operate.  And the reason that your ambassadorship has to be within the 
framework of these four assets is because this is the work that God has given for the ministry to be 
carried on in.  This is the way our ministries operate.   
 
Number one is the written word of God.  And that is inspiration, preservation, and right division of the 
word.  God Almighty has not only given you his written word, but he has given you a prescribed method 
of study and intake of that book.  You are to go according to his pattern.  And when you do not, you 
vitiate and you make the word of God of no value through your traditions and your human viewpoint. 
 
Do you remember what Jesus told them in Mark 7:13: “Making the word of God of none effect through 
your tradition.”  You teach the commandments of doctrines of men and you take all the value (the profit) 
God put in his word, and you just make it no good.  You make it of no effect, and it no longer performs 
its valuable service.  You make the word of God destructive, and it can be deadly and dangerous, if it is 
not rightly divided.   
 
Number two is the indwelling and teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.  (The indwelling ministry of the 
Holy Spirit as our teacher).  Look at 1 Corinthians 2:6-16. 

 

Philemon 1:7 For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, 
because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother.  

Paul's Plea for Onesimus 

Philemon 1:8 Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ to 
enjoin thee that which is convenient,  

8  Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which is convenient,  [Hey, 
Philemon, I have a right to require you to do this.] 
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Philemon 1:8 – “Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which is 
convenient.”  (He is saying, “I might tell you what to do.”)  Verse 9 – “Yet for love’s sake I rather 
beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the aged.”  Paul said, “I could command you, but I am going to 
see how much you love me, so I am not going to tell you that you have to do it, I am just going to ask 
you to do it.”   

 

Philemon 1:9 Yet for love's sake I rather beseech thee, being such an 
one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ.  

9  Yet [Notice the next three words.] for love's sake [I do what?] I rather beseech thee, being such an 
one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. 
 
I beseech thee.  Do you see that?  Beseeching somebody is to request somebody to do it out of love.  
When Paul says, “I beseech you therefore brethren by the mercies of God,” he says, I request that you 
respond to God's love with gratitude and love for Him.  2 Corinthians 10:1 

 

Philemon 1:10 I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have 
begotten in my bonds:  

Philemon 1:11 Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now 
profitable to thee and to me:  

Philemon 1:12 Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, 
that is, mine own bowels:  

Philemon 1:13 Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead 
he might have ministered unto me in the bonds of the gospel:  

Verse 13 – “Whom I would have retained with me” so he could have been of some help with me.  But, 
without your permission, I wouldn’t do it.  And, I don’t want you to do it because “I” want you to do it.  I 
want you to do it because “you” want to do it.  Do you see that difference there?  And you have to bring 
a child from the place where he is doing it because you want him to do it to the place where he is doing 
it because he wants to do it.   

 

Philemon 1:14 But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy 
benefit should not be as it were of necessity, but willingly.  

Philemon 14 – “But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy benefit should not be as it were of 
necessity, but willingly.”  Do you see that?  He said, “I want to do this with Onesimus, and I want some 
certain things done because he has been a real help to me”.   
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Philemon 1:15 For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that 
thou shouldest receive him for ever;  

Philemon 1:16 Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother 
beloved, specially to me, but how much more unto thee, both in the 
flesh, and in the Lord?  

Philemon 1:17 If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as 
myself.  

Philemon 1:18 If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that 
on mine account;  

Philemon 1:19 I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it: 
albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even thine own self 
besides.  

Philemon 1:20 Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the Lord: refresh 
my bowels in the Lord.  

Philemon 1:21 Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee, 
knowing that thou wilt also do more than I say.  

Philemon 1:22 But withal prepare me also a lodging: for I trust that 
through your prayers I shall be given unto you.  

Do you see that?  He said, “Philemon get me a room ready up there in Colossi, because I am coming to 
see you.”  He was expecting to get out of jail.  Evidently, he did get out of jail, and he had an extensive 
ministry.  He preached in Macedonia (modern-day Greece), and in Ephesus.  He preached in Crete.  He 
went down to Miletum.  Perhaps, he even went to Spain and Nicopolis.  There is a verse in Titus where 
he talks about some things in Nicopolis (Titus 3:12).  You know, by Romans 15, he wanted to go to 
Spain.  I wouldn’t be surprised if the guy didn’t get there.  He is a hustler.  He didn’t let any grass grow 
under his feet. 
 
My point to you is that Paul is in jail, and then he is released, and then he is re-imprisoned.  2 Timothy 
2:9 
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Final Greetings 

Philemon 1:23 There salute thee Epaphras, my fellowprisoner in Christ 
Jesus;  

Philemon 1:24 Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellowlabourers.  

Philemon 1:25 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 
Amen.  
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