
59 The Book of James 

JAMES 
 
James 1:1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes 
which are scattered abroad, greeting. 
2 My brethren... 
 

The brethren are those of the twelve tribes scattered abroad.  My Scofield Reference Bible has a 
paragraph that introduces the book of James in which it talks about the theme:  “By ‘the twelve tribes 
scattered abroad,’ we are to understand, not Jews, but Christian Jews of the Dispersion.” 1   
 
That is incorrect.  We are to understand it to be Jews.  Who are the twelve tribes scattered abroad?  That 
is plainly the Jews.  There never were Christian Jews among those twelve tribes scattered abroad.  The 
disciples were not called Christians until Acts 11:26, not in Jerusalem, but in Antioch.  No one in the 
Pentecostal church in Acts 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 was ever called a Christian.  No one in the 
Jerusalem church in Acts chapters 1 thru 28 was ever called a Christian.  They did not use the word.  It 
did not come into use until Acts 11:26 when God gave it to the believers in Antioch who were under the 
ministry, not of Peter and the eleven, but of Paul when something new began.  The Book says it is 
written to the twelve tribes of Israel.  If it is written to them, then the middle wall of partition is up.  It is 
written to them in distinction from everyone else. 

 

James: 1 

Greeting 

James 1:1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the 
twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.  

James is writing to the twelve tribes of Israel.  Once again, we see that God is dealing on the basis of the 
distinction of Israel; God having completed the body of Christ, and taken it up to heavenly places in order 
to fulfill its purpose and ministry.  Now He will bring to fruition, bring to pass, His prophetic purpose.  
Hebrews through Revelation fit in the Ages to Come; and they give details to the people that are going to 
live on the earth during that time period, about what God wants them to do.  They will have a completed 
Bible.  The people in Time Past didn’t know of the Mystery.  None of that information was written in Time 
Past.  So Hebrews through Revelation relate to the Ages To Come, and give them instructions that are 
not only adequate, but also appropriate in light of the advanced revelation given through the Apostle 
Paul’s ministry. 
 
The brethren are those of the twelve tribes scattered abroad.  My Scofield Reference Bible has a 
paragraph that introduces the book of James in which it talks about the theme:  “By ‘the twelve tribes 

scattered abroad,’ we are to understand, not Jews, but Christian Jews of the Dispersion.” 2   
 
That is incorrect.  We are to understand it to be Jews.  Who are the twelve tribes scattered abroad?  That 
is plainly the Jews.  There never were Christian Jews among those twelve tribes scattered abroad.  The 

                                                             
1 Scofield, C. I., (ed.). (1945). The Scofield Reference Bible, New York:  Oxford University Press, page 1306.  
2 Scofield, C. I., (ed.). (1945). The Scofield Reference Bible, New York:  Oxford University Press, page 1306.  
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disciples were not called Christians until Acts 11:26, not in Jerusalem, but in Antioch.  No one in the 
Pentecostal church in Acts 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 was ever called a Christian.  No one in the 
Jerusalem church in Acts chapters 1 thru 28 was ever called a Christian.  They did not use the word.  It 
did not come into use until Acts 11:26 when God gave it to the believers in Antioch who were under the 
ministry, not of Peter and the eleven, but of Paul when something new began.  The Book says it is 
written to the twelve tribes of Israel.  If it is written to them, then the middle wall of partition is up.  It is 
written to them in distinction from everyone else. 
 
First, they are sown into the world as a witness to all nations because Israel has to be re-gathered.  As 
the witness goes out to Israel, it certainly speaks to the Gentiles.   
 

 

Testing of Your Faith 

James 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations;  

That is Tribulation saints; they really have trouble! 
 
Come over to James 1.  There is a fascinating little set of verses there about thanksgiving.  James 1:2-4 
“My brethren (he is talking to the twelve tribes), count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 
Knowing this…”. 

 
Now, “count it all joy”.  In other words, “be happy” when you have different kinds of temptations that 
come along.  Do you ever get happy when trouble comes?  Now you think of whom James is talking 
about.  He is talking about a bunch of Jews (twelve tribes scattered abroad).  You talk about some folks 
that are going to have some problems.  This is a Tribulation Epistle, folks.  These Jews will be having real 
problems.  You don’t have any problems compared to what they will have in the tribulation. 
 

He says, “Count it all joy”.  Rejoice in the Lord when you begin to have all kinds of trouble.  What do you 
do when trouble comes?  You begin to moan, and to groan, and to gripe, and to grumble.  Don’t you?  
Well, that is a sinful response.  You do understand that, don’t you?   
If you are filled with the Spirit and walking in line with what God is doing today, what are you going to 
do? If you have your mind properly adjusted and under the dominion of what the Holy Spirit is doing 
today, and you are thinking like God thinks, what are you going to do?  If you have the word of Christ 
dwelling in you, what are you going to do?  He says, “In everything give thanks”.  You are to be able to 

“count it all joy”, when you fall into diver’s temptations.  
 
Nobody just goes out and gets in trouble, or gets sick, or has heartache.  I know about sickness.  I know 
about death.  I have had loved ones sick unto death.  I buried my daddy; I buried a lot of folks.  I know 
about that.  I know about the pain of heart, the anguish of a soul that goes through that.  But I know 
this, “that the trying of your faith worketh patience.  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may 
be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.”  I know that if you know what God is doing in your life, and 
what you are a part of, you can get in those kinds of circumstances and you can rejoice. And out of that 
trial and difficulty, God is going to bring a perfecting and a maturing in your soul.  Because that 
circumstance is going to cause you to quit looking at things out there and start looking at things in here 
and seeing more of what God is doing.  You will not be looking at things that are temporal, but of things 
that are eternal.   
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If you know and understand what God is doing, you know what way to look.  If you don’t know what God 
is doing and don’t have the word of Christ dwelling in you richly, you are going to start looking around at 
all kinds of other things.  You will see the circumstances, the pain, the situation, the problems, and you 
are going to fall to pieces because you can’t control those things. 
 
So, when you give thanks to God, you are giving to God the ultimate in your worship, because you are 
recognizing and you are walking in line with what God is doing, “giving thanks always for all things”.  
When should you give thanks?  In everything give thanks, always. 
 
Now, there are three different categories, time wise, in which people give thanks. 
 
The first one – you give thanks after the battle is over with.  You came through, you got the victory, 
everything is over, and then you lift up the song of Moses (Exodus 15:1).  Pharaoh was defeated; he 
drowned.  They get on the other side of the Red Sea delivered, the enemy is destroyed, and they sing 
the high praises of Jehovah.  Is that a good time to sing?  Sure! But that is the easiest time to sing, isn’t 
it?  People give thanks after the battle is won, after it is over with.  You see the victory and you rejoice, 
and you ought to do it then. 
 
The second category, some folks can give thanks at the beginning of the battle.  In other words, they 
look out and they anticipate the victory by faith. They know the victory is going to come.  They can 
operate on the basis of Romans 8:28-30.  They know that the light affliction which is but for a moment 
works for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.  So they say, “Okay, I know by faith what 
the end is going to be, and the suffering in this present time isn’t worthy to be compared with that.  So, I 
am not going to worry about this.”  And they can rejoice now, at the beginning, in the anticipation of the 
victory out there.   
 
Jesus did that in John 11:39-41.  He walked out there and was going to tell Lazarus to come out.  But, 
you know what he did before he did that?  He said, “I thank you Father.” He thanked the Father for what 
was about to happen.  And then he went out and did it.  But that is a little more difficult.  It is a little 
harder to thank God ahead of time, because then you have to walk by faith.  But, you say, “I know the 
victory is coming. I see it.  I know the ultimate end.”  So you plan the victory and you rejoice.  That’s a 
pretty good time to rejoice too, isn’t it?  I mean isn’t it good to rejoice in anticipation of the victory?  It 
helps you get there. 
 
But there’s another category, and it’s the most difficult – to rejoice in the middle of what appears to be a 
losing battle, to rejoice in the midst of what appears to be certain defeat.  And that is the hardest.  But, 
that rejoicing is the most indicative of true Christian character.  The one that rejoices in the face of 
seeming utter defeat is the rejoicing that is produced by God the Holy Spirit without any question.   
 
Come with me to Acts 16, and let me show you a case of this.  Acts 16:23-25 

 

James 1:3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.  

Trouble is going to work patience by trying your faith.  Justification gives us the capacity to handle our 
lives in a way that pleases and honors God.  Don’t forget that the issue of a justified person is to be able 
to function now as well as in eternity. 
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James 1:4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing.  

You see, folks, tribulation tries your faith.  It tires out your reliance on God’s word.  Will you stay with the 
word of God?  Here comes the problem.  Are you going to stick with God’s word and walk in the Spirit?  
Or are you going to “leave the Book” and go hunt some human viewpoint and worldly wisdom to solve 
the problem and handle the situation.  How will you respond to the details of life as they try your faith?  
What are you going to rely upon? 
 
When your faith is tried and it is true, passing the test of God’s Book, then it works patience.  The trying 
of your faith produces patience when you rightly handle the trouble and the tribulation develops peace 
under pressure.   It produces a soul that is at rest because it stayed with the doctrine of the word of God.  
It’s a soul at rest with God’s word.  This is why we need to learn the Word; to build into our lives the 
resources  making us able to handle the details of daily life. 
 
Those of you who are Daddies – before you learn verses to handle Jehovah Witnesses, you better learn 
some verses that teach you how to be a Daddy.  That’s your first responsibility.  Ladies – there are verses 
that teach you how to be a wife, and children, how to live as children.  Instead of building up information 
that maybe someday you might be able to use, you need to store up information from the Word of God 
that will teach you how to function and how to react to pressures of the day in your daily life.  Without 
that, all you will have to rely on is human viewpoint. 
 
When you have stored up the Word of God you can rightly handle the details of life and then stick by it, 
and the trying of your faith will produce patience.  It will produce someone with whom the Holy Spirit can 
cause to rest in the midst of a storm of trouble as he rests in the peace of God.  Peace under pressure. 

 

James 1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.  

James 1:6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that 
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.  

6  But let  him ask in  faith, nothing  wavering.  [ Don’t waver, saying, “I  want  this.  No, I want that.  

No, I want this.”  Don’t ask God that way.]  For  he  that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with 

the wind and tossed.    

 

James 1:7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of 
the Lord.  

James 1:8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.  

Listen, people, there will never be any stability in a guy who goes here and goes there.   
 



Do you remember Aesop’s fable about the fellow, with his friend, who got invited to two birthday parties 
and he came to a fork in the road.  One party was at the end of one road and one party was at the end 
of the other road.  He could not make up his mind and he’d go a little way on one road and then back up 
and go up the other road and in a little while come back.  He spent all day going up one way and then 
the other.  He could not make up his mind.  His friend went one way to one party and spent half the day 
there and then crossed over the meadow and went to the other party.  He made both parties.  
 
I remembered that double-minded guy when I was a kid.  He doesn’t keep anything focused in his 
attention.  The guy vacillates, he is tossed.  He is like the wave of the sea, driven with the wind, going 
anyway you want to go, man.   

 

Hearing and Doing the Word 

James 1:9 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted:  

James 1:10 But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower 
of the grass he shall pass away.  

James 1:11 For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it 
withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the 
fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways.  

James 1:12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised 
to them that love him.  

James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:  

James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his 
own lust, and enticed.  

James 1:13-14 – “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, neither tempteth he any man: (God never tempted any man to do something wrong) But every 
man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.”   

 
Do you know what draws you away of your own lust?  The answer is your old  sin nature.  So mark it 
down, and don’t blame it on anybody else but YOU!  “He is drawn away of his own lust and enticed.”  
You begin to think about it, and you begin to mull it over in your mind.  You begin to contemplate it. 
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James 1:15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and 
sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.  

Verse 15 – “Then when lust hath conceived.”  When the ideas come up, and you entertain it, you decide 
you are going to do it now.  The thought comes in, and you entertain it and contemplate it; and when 
you do, you begin to develop the mental attitude of the sin.  It starts as a thought.  When you conceive 
it, you decide to do it, and that is when it becomes sin.   
 
Continuing in verse 15 – “Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death.” 

 

James 1:16 Do not err, my beloved brethren.  

Look at verse 16 – “Do not err, my beloved brethren.”  Don’t you make any mistake about it – it is a 

mistake to think you can get away with sin.  Sin is absolutely, totally insatiable.  And Paul says, “You are 
children of the light (1 Thessalonians 5:5).  You are supposed to live like you know and understand 
something about sin.”   
 
It is insatiable and it demands more and more and more until, finally, it controls you, and it binds you, 
and it runs you.  It is like that illustration of thread around your fingers.  You can break away with just 
one thread wrapped around you, but when you keep binding it and binding it, it just binds you like a 

chain.   
 
You need to remember that passage in James 1:15.  Sin always brings forth death, and it is insatiable.  It 
goes a little, and it dies, and it demands a response from the flesh; and the response becomes 
progressively harder to get.  It takes more to get it – more stimulation and more stimulation.  It just 
winds up in death and destruction.  It will destroy your character.  It will destroy your emotions, and it 
will destroy your life, and your finances, and your family, and your friends, and your soul.   

 
Paul says, “You people are supposed to know something about sin”.  You can’t mess around with it.  
Proverbs 5:22-23 

 

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning.  

James 1:18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.  

The little flock corresponds with the 144,000 over in the tribulation.  The little flock are in the early Acts 
period, (the dispensation of grace interrupts the Jewish program), God replenishes that little flock with 
144,000 in the tribulation period where the Jewish program resumes; and they function like the little flock 
did back in early Acts.  Revelation 14:4 is a reference to the 144,000 in the tribulation which is a type of 
the little flock in early Acts.  Revelation 14:4 
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Do you know what gives life, imparts life and begets life?  It’s that book, folks.  The word of God is the 
message that brings life to the heart of men when they believe.  You don’t want to forget that.   
 
People don’t have an option about how to get saved in any age.  You don’t decide in your own mind, that 
by your own ability and wisdom, your own pushing, shoving and works how you’re going to get to God.  
You are [by nature] in darkness; you are dead and there isn’t any life in what you do, no matter how 
good and religious, right, aesthetic and philanthropic your motive might be.  There isn’t any life in that.  
Life is when God’s word comes in.  It brings light and life.  It is the seed. 
 
I’ll tell you something I read about.  The oriental people eat a lot of rice.  Five or six years ago a fellow in 
Japan invented imitation rice made from soy beans. (You can’t eat the beans themselves, but this man 
made rice out of them.)  He made a wager that they couldn’t tell the difference between this imitation 
rice and real rice.  It was that good.  It looked like rice and tasted like it.  A farmer took him up on the 
challenge and won.  He took some imitation rice and real rice and planted them.  The real rice came up, 
but the imitation rice did nothing.  There was life in that seed.   
 
In this context, the seed is the word of the kingdom.  The Lord Jesus Christ sends forth the word of the 
kingdom in several ways.   
 
Now, there is a common interpretation among dispensationalists about these four presentations.  I’ll tell 
you what it is and I don’t really think it holds up but you need to know about it. 
 
They say that the seed sown by the wayside represents the ministry of John the Baptist.  They say that 
the seed sown on the stony ground is the earthly ministry of Christ.  They say that the seed sown among 
the thorns is the ministry of the twelve apostles in the early Acts period.  Then, the good ground 
represents the tribulation saints.   
 
That’s a handy way to explain it, but the problem is that it would mean that John, Jesus and the twelve 
never got anybody to respond to their ministries in a positive way.  That isn’t true.  You don’t wait until 
you get to the tribulation before there is any positive response.  Rather than this representing John’s 
ministry, Christ’s ministry, the twelve’s ministry and then the tribulation - rather than being in a sequence 
like that, it’s cumulative.  These four responses are being given by the four kinds of hearers at the time in 
which they are being taught.   
 
Notice the different types of soil and the different of responses:  Matthew 13:19 

 

James 1:19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:  

James 1:20 For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of 
God.  

James 1:21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of 
naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is 
able to save your souls.  
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James 1:22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves.  

James 1:23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like 
unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:  

So we, with open face beholding in the Word of God, what?  The glory of the Lord.  What was he talking 
about?  Go back to verse 9.  2 Corinthians 3:9 

 

James 1:24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and 
straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.  

James 1:25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and 
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the 
work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.  

James 1:26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not 
his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain.  

James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is 
this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep 
himself unspotted from the world.  

Pure religion for that fellow is to visit the fatherless and widows.  The Old Testament talks to Israel about 
their treatment of the fatherless, the widow, and the stranger within their gate.  Come over to Matthew 
25, and notice the tribulation parallel.  The Book of James is a tribulation epistle doctrinally, written to 
the twelve tribes scattered abroad.  It gives instructions to Israel on how they are to act in that 
tribulation period.  They are to visit the poor, the fatherless, (those whose fathers have perhaps been 
jailed or killed), and the widows. 
  
Matthew 25:  the second coming of Christ.  In verses 31 and 32:  the judgment of the nations.  In verse 
34:  the Abrahamic blessing on the nations.  Matthew 25:34-39. 
 
What is pure and undefiled religion?  To go help poor people and some widows.  That’s not just 
promoting social action; I am not against social action.  Have you ever thought about what the doctrine 
is in those passages?  That tribulation remnant is going to be poor and oppressed.  What is going to 
happen to you if you don’t take the mark of the beast?  How long can you keep your job?  Can you go to 
the grocery store and buy something to eat?  It’s going to be a problem, isn’t it?  You are going to be up 
against it, and He said, “Don’t worry about all that.  You press toward the kingdom.  Keep that in view, 
and when you do, your Father will give it to you.  If you are like the rich young ruler you’ve got great 
possessions, that is, your possessions own you.  What are they going to do when it comes time to taking 
the mark?  You know how that works, don’t you?   

tw://bible.*/?id=47.3.9|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.25.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.25.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.25.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=40.25.34-40.25.39|_AUTODETECT_|


 
As God is my witness, I believe that when the Lord comes in the rapture, He is going to have to yank 
about half the body of Christ twice to get them off the planet, because they have their roots sunk so 
deep down here—practically speaking, not literally.   
 
Well, if it is true of us, folks, and our salvation is by grace through faith plus nothing, and these people 
are enduring to the end, can’t you understand the practicality of what is going on?  Luke 12:32-36  

 

 

James: 2 

The Sin of Partiality 

James 2:1 My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Lord of glory, with respect of persons.  

James 2:2 For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, 
in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile raiment;  

James 2:3 And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, 
and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, 
Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool:  

James 2:4 Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges 
of evil thoughts?  

James 2:5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the 
poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath 
promised to them that love him?  

James 2:6 But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, 
and draw you before the judgment seats?  

James 2:7 Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye 
are called?  
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James 2:8 If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well:  

James 2:9 But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are 
convinced of the law as transgressors.  

James 2:10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in 
one point, he is guilty of all.  

What God requires is perfect righteousness and you do not have it.  There is only one place to get it and 
that is in the Lord Jesus Christ.  The law is a killer. 

 

James 2:11 For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not 
kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a 
transgressor of the law.  

James 2:12 So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the 
law of liberty.  

James 2:13 For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath 
shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment.  

Faith Without Works Is Dead 

James 2:14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath 
faith, and have not works? can faith save him?  

That is, can the faith that he professes to have save him if he doesn’t have the works that the faith 
demands?  You see, he says he has faith in God’s Word; he says, “I believe what God says;” and God 
tells him to do something, but he doesn’t do it.  Is that “make-believe faith” going to save him?  Here are 
the works that are involved: 
 
Now, turn to James 2:14: “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have 
not works? can faith save him?”  Well, that is a good question.   
James 2:17: “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.”   
James 2:20: “But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?” 
James 2:24: “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.” 
They are clear verses, aren’t they?  So you will hear people say, “You have to work to have real faith.” 
  
I heard someone the other day say, “In order to have faith, you had to go work first.  And if you went 
and worked, then you got faith.”  And I saw that on the Jimmy Swaggart Show.  Now, I confess that I 
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was watching a bad television program.  I watched that show for a few minutes, and this guy was sitting 
there and he actually said, “In order to have faith, you have to work, because work produces faith.”  And 
I thought, How weird can a fellow get?  Be obedient and that will produce faith.   

 

James 2:15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,  

James 2:16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye 
warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things 
which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?  

Do you see what he is saying there?  Here’s a brother or a sister who is naked, and is destitute, and can’t 
buy or sell; and you come there and say, “The Lord bless you, brother.  Good guy.  Keep it up,” but you 
don’t give him anything to eat, you don’t help him out and minister to his needs.  James says, “You don’t 
have faith.”  That is the issue.  Why would that guy be poor and destitute of food and clothes?  That is 

what will happen to believers in Israel in the tribulation.  There is the apostate nation, and then there’s 
the little, faithful, godly remnant.  The antichrist goes after that faithful remnant. 
Psalm 10 is a Psalm about the second coming of Christ and the antichrist, the wicked one, the man of the 
earth.  This is what that Jew in the tribulation is crying:  “Come back, Lord.  Come back and save us.”  
Psalm 10:1-2 

 

James 2:17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.  

James 2:18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew 
me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my 
works.  

Do you remember in James 2:18, when he says, “Yea, a man say, Thou hast faith” and does the same 
thing that verse says?  He says, “That isn’t faith”.  Do you remember that passage?   
 
So, you get all hung up down there in James 2:14 and 24, but should get verses 11-13 and  verses 15 
and 16 and get the context.  It is a tribulation passage talking about helping those brethren (the little 
flock) out in the tribulation period.  And he says, “If you love your brother, you will lay down your life".  
You know, there are some folks that will have to lay down their life to feed those people.  They will lose 
their head for it.  And he says, “Hey, you say you love God, and you won’t sacrifice for your brother, the 
love of God doesn't abide in you.  You don’t know what you’re talking about.  You don’t love God”. 
 
Let me ask you something.  Using that as a criteria, when was the last time you ever sacrificed 
something?  When was the last time you ever gave up something?  When was the last time it ever cost 
you something to benefit others?  Now, you think about that!  Think about the last time it ever cost you 
something to benefit somebody else, or when was the last time you ever sacrificed something, and I 
mean sacrificed?  I don’t mean you just gave up something that you could have spent on something else, 
but I mean you really gave up something that you needed in order to put that money in the ministry.  
When did it ever really cost you?  Well, when you did that that was the last time you ever loved.   
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When was the last time you ever sacrificed and gave up something for the Lord?  That might be the last 
time you ever demonstrated any love for the Lord.   
 
Now, you demonstrate that you love yourself every day, and you demonstrate how much you love sin 
everyday.  How much do you demonstrate that you love the Lord?  You give up serving God so you can 
have things for yourself.  You give up things you could do for God to do something for yourself. You give 
up the righteousness and the godliness you could have for God to live in sin.  How much do you ever 
give up for God?   
 
Well, you go back in your life and you figure out when the last time it cost you something for God, and 
that is the last time you ever demonstrated any love to him.  I don’t care what you say with your mouth.  
That is hard, isn’t it?  That is tough, but this bible is tough.  Love is tough.  People sing Oh how I love 
Jesus!  And they are just lying through their teeth.  Oh how I love Jesus, but let me out in thirty minutes 
preacher, don’t go past twelve!   
 
Just think about yourself, and don’t think about somebody else, or me, or the preacher, or whom you are 
preaching to.  When was the last time it ever really cost you something to do something for God?  Well, if 
that is what love is, that is the last time you ever demonstrated any love for him. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I think about that.  I told all of you many times that, for years, I sit down 
regularly, once a week, and I check myself out.  I could take you into my office in there and show you a 
book and a notepad that I write down, on a weekly basis, the things that I do for me and the things that 
I do for the Lord.  And the list gets long for me and little for the Lord.  And when that happens, I know I 
better find me some things to add to the Lord’s list.   
 
Now, you might think that is nuts!  You might think I would never be that hard on me!  Well, maybe you 
just don’t care.  I know I would rather be disciplined because I would just float along, and then in six 
months from now I would think I did a whole lot for the Lord.  But, if I didn’t discipline myself to do it, I 
would look back there and there wouldn’t be five things in six months.  How about you? 
You see, all of the sudden it gets kind of tough.  He says, “Walk in love and here is the example – Christ, 
he loved us and gave himself for us as an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.”  He 
loved us and gave himself.   
 
You say, “How much am I supposed to forgive people”?  He says in Ephesians 4:32: 
 
James 2:17  Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.  
18  Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works:  shew me thy faith without thy works, and I 
will shew thee my faith by my works.  
 
In that program a man is not justified by faith only.  Why?  If you wanted to get into the kingdom, you 
had to repent and be baptized for the remission of sins.  Acts 3:19 interprets that verse.  You don’t have 
to know anything about the Greek preposition eis and all that.  All that Greek preposition eis means in the 
accusative case is to move toward something.  Someone says, “It means for it; it means because of.”  It 
doesn’t mean because you already got it.  It means so you can go get it.  It’s a preposition that means 
movement toward something; and there it is:  the forgiveness of sins.  If they want to move over there 
and get their sins forgiven, the way they do it is to get in that believing remnant.  It has to do with a 
salvation from an apostate generation as in Acts 2:40; and it has to do with a national salvation, a 
national governmental forgiveness, and the preparation of a kingdom of priests.  
 
That is why the element of works is involved.  You and I understand that no man ever gained a right 
standing individually and personally before Almighty God on the basis of his works.  Those people aren’t 
being saved and justified individually on the basis of their works.  What they are doing is individually 
becoming participants in a nation, in a generation of people who are preparing for a function as priests in 
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the kingdom.  Their salvation has to do with the salvation of a nation.  It’s the time of Jacob’s trouble out 
of which He is saved and delivered.   
 
But you know we understand something about individual justification today.  It is quite different from 
what they understood.  Look at Romans 3.  Romans 3:25-26 

 

James 2:19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the 
devils also believe, and tremble.  

James 2:20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is 
dead?  

Anyway, James 2:20 says, “faith without works is dead.” 
James 2:24 says, “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.”  People say, 

“You see, preacher, you have to work to have real faith.”  
 
Well, do you know how to answer that passage?  James 1:1 tells you who the book is written to – to the 
twelve tribes which are scattered abroad.  It is written to Israel.   
 
James 2:14-16 tells you what the works are.  Did you ever notice in James 2 what the works are that 
your are supposed to do?  The works aren’t going to church, and tithing, and supporting the program in a 

local church in a Gentile city with a bunch of Gentiles.  The works are feeding your brother when he is 
hungry, like in Matthew 25 for example.  You do know what I am talking about don’t you?  “Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren ye have done it unto me” (Matthew 25:40).  
Pure religion, in James, is defined as meeting the conditions of Matthew 25.   
 
James 1:26-27.  The idea in that passage is that Israel and her program had some issues to deal with in 
which works were involved in their justification program. 

 

James 2:21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he 
had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? (Condition) 

James 2:21 says, “Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son 
upon the altar?”  The issue being dealt with in James 2 is an issue out of Genesis 22.  You will see Paul 
quote Abraham as an example of being justified by faith only and not by works.  He says, “A man is 
justified by faith.”  And he quotes Genesis 15, which is many chapters before Genesis 22.   
 
And James refers to that in 2:23: “And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, 
AND IT WAS IMPUTED UNTO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  In other words, James is looking at the 
outcome in that program – the faith that produces works, that laid before the physical eye, the issue of 
the spiritual reality.  Paul looks at it and says, “Now you understand that the works do not have anything 
to do with a man’s justification, the faith is the issue.” 
 
There are two different programs involved there, two different programs entirely.  And it is a 
dispensational issue, and that is the explanation for that.  Now, the way you handle passages like that 
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when you deal with people, and they throw them at you, is you show them the dispensational 
explanation.  And that should take care of it for you.  
 
Here is another verse that people are going to try to use to try to show you that you have to work to get 
saved – works involved in believing (a works invitation).  Luke 14:26-27 

 

James 2:22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works 
was faith made perfect?  (Jew) 

James was concerned with the works necessary to get into the kingdom.  This book is sort of an 
exposition of the Sermon on the Mount.  Spend some time reading Matthew 5, 6, and 7, (The Sermon on 
the Mount), and compare it to James.  Notice how James seems to be expounding the constitution of the 
kingdom, describing the citizens of the kingdom, how they are going to live, and the responsibility these 
kingdom saints are going to have for one another.  It is the conduct James is concerned about.  He says 
faith will be made perfect by works.  The faith of those Hebrews is going to go on to perfection by 

bringing forth proof of their faith—the works necessary to get into that kingdom. 
 
After they have faith and confidence in the blood of Christ, and understand what the cross has 
accomplished for them, (that Jesus Christ is the better alternative, the better sacrifice, the better 
promise, the better hope, the better resurrection, the better covenant, etc.), then their faith expresses 
itself outwardly in bringing forth the works necessary for Israel to go into that kingdom. 
 
The issue in I Peter is the trying of their faith.  I Peter 1:7. 

 

James 2:23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham 
believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he 
was called the Friend of God.  

James 2:24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by 
faith only.  (James’ description of salvation) 

Who is the illustration of that?  Abraham.  
 
When people take Abraham as the typical example of how men in all ages have been justified by faith, 
someone will come by and ask about James 2.  That is an example of how men have been justified not 
by faith only, but by faith plus works.  That brings all kinds of confusion about James 2.  If you want to 
hear some interesting theological gymnastics, get the ideas of the brethren that take James 2 from the 
different points of view – (each has his own theological hobby horse he is trying to promote) – and go 
through that passage.  What a mess you’ll be in, in a hurry.  One of the interesting ones is in a Scofield 
Reference Bible.  What Scofield said has nothing to do with what the bible says about it.  The way to get 
around it is to believe what Paul says.  Abraham is not a typical example of how God justifies people.  If 
he is an example, then he is a confusing example.  You know better than that!  Romans 4 reveals 
something very unique about the manner of Abraham’s justification that we need to understand because 
God did something in Abraham’s justification knowing that the Body of Christ – the Dispensation of Grace 
– was coming.  There is something special about the manner in which Abraham was justified that affects 
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you and me in this Dispensation of Grace that explains why Paul introduces him in this record.  (Galatians 
3:8) 
 

 

James 2:25 Likewise also was not Rahab (Gentile) the harlot justified by 
works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out 
another way?   

James 2:26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without 
works is dead also.  

 

James: 3 

Taming the Tongue 

James 3:1 My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall 
receive the greater condemnation.  

James 3:2 For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in 
word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole 
body.  

James 3:3 Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may 
obey us; and we turn about their whole body.  

James 3:4 Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are 
driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small 
helm, whithersoever the governor listeth.  

James 3:5 Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great 
things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!  

You know how the tongue is?  I have three boys, and you know when they get to fighting, usually two 
big boys gang up against the little brother.  Honestly he can be a pest.  Were you ever a little brother 
with big brothers?  I was a big brother with a little brother.  That little brat could just pester the fire out 
of me when I was fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen years old.  I have a fourteen and a seventeen-
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year-old that one ten-year-old can keep hanging from the rafters.  Do you know how he does it?  With 
his mouth.  They’ll turn around and whap him.  I keep telling him, “Son, it’s your tongue that gets you in 
trouble.”  I tell those boys—big he-men who play ball—“If you could only control your tongue.  You do 
well with a soccer ball and a basketball, but if you can’t control your tongue, that little bitty thing will beat 
you.”  Why?  Because that is what expresses what is inside of you.  That’s the problem. 

 

James 3:6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue 
among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on 
fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.  

You see, you have an old sin nature, and from within come the things that defile a man, and they come 
out your mouth.  Mark 7:21, James 3:7-8 

 

James 3:7 For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of 
things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind:  

James 3:7  For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and 
hath been tamed of mankind:  
 
You can domesticate and tame any kind of animal in the world. 

 

James 3:8 But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of 
deadly poison.  

You can bow before it, but it’s a fact that it is an unruly evil.  He is saying, “Your old sin nature can run 
you, buddy, and your tongue is the best example of it.”  No matter what you achieve out there in the 
world, if you can’t control yourself – and you can’t by yourself ‒ well you didn’t get a whole lot. 
 
You see, that is what is happening in Acts 2.  These people are being baptized with the Holy Ghost, and 
the symbols that are being used here describe what is going on during that time period.  The purpose of 
the signs and the symbols are to teach Israel doctrine and to communicate and confirm the truth and the 
reality of what He is doing.  The tongues of fire, “like as of fire,” are signs of what is taking place there.   
 
Look at Leviticus, and notice a divine fire that is sent down from God.  They have the tabernacle built, 
and the sacrifice is ready.  Leviticus 9:23-24 

 

James 3:9 Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith 
curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God.  

tw://bible.*/?id=41.7.21|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=59.3.7-59.3.8|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=59.3.7|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=44.2.0|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=3.9.23-3.9.24|_AUTODETECT_|


James 3:10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. 
My brethren, these things ought not so to be.  

James 3:11 Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water 
and bitter?  

James 3:12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a 
vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.  

Wisdom from Above 

James 3:13 Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among 
you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness 
of wisdom.  

James 3:14 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory 
not, and lie not against the truth.  

James 3:15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, devilish.  

James 3:15 “This wisdom descendeth not from above, [Do you want to know wisdom that does not come 
from above?  Look at it.] but is earthly, [That is your body made of the dust of the ground.] sensual.”  
That is soulish, devilish – it is a spirit.  The world’s wisdom and the wisdom of human viewpoint and the 
world system say, “First the body, then the soul, and then the spirit.”   

 

James 3:16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every 
evil work.  

James 3:17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.  

If you, in your life or in your ministry, buy peace, unity, and harmony by paying for it with the coinage of 
the truth, you have bought it at too high a price.  
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James 3:18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that 
make peace.  

 

James:  

Warning Against Worldliness 

James 4:1 From whence come wars and fightings among you? come 
they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?  

James 4:1 – “From whence come wars and fightings among you” (Do you want to know where wars, and 
contentions, and fightings come from?) come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your 
members?”   
 
The reason people fight, and there are wars, and contentions, and fightings among individuals and 
nations, is because people want to get the upper hand.  They want their rights.  They want to have their 
own way.  They want to dominate things.  What is Paul saying that the Spirit-filled person fights to do in 
Ephesians 5:21?  Does he fight to be on the top or on the bottom?  When was the last time you fought to 
be on bottom?   
 
Somebody comes and says something to you, and you say, “Are you challenging me?”  You are ready to 
fight.  You can look around at some people in Chicago, and know that they are ready to fight to be on 
top.  But, Paul says the mark of the Spirit filled man is that they will be “submitting themselves one to 
another in the fear of God”. 

 

James 4:2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot 
obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.  

James 4:3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts.  

James 4:4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will 
be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.  

There is a verse that you need to remember.  That is a strong passage.  Friendship with the world is 
enmity with God.  If you want to be the world's friend, you are not going to be God's friend.  Well look 
here:  If my Daddy tells me, “I want my son delivered from this present evil world, I want you delivered 
from it, that is my will and if you are friends with it, you can't be friends with me,” and I love my Daddy, 
what am I going to do?  I'm not going to be a little spoiled, snot-nosed brat running out there to the 
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world, am I?  What am I going to do?  I am going to get rid of that world; I am not going to be 
conformed to it.  I am going to be a friend of my Daddy, and I will be against the world.  I will make a 
choice on the basis of gratitude and love.   
 
Now if I don't have a Daddy that has been good to me and been gracious to me and has been a Daddy 
that I can love and respect, what is going to happen?  I might have a different viewpoint about it, but do 
you have a Daddy that you can love?  Didn't the verse say, I beseech you on the basis of the mercies of 
God?  There is an offer that you can't refuse.  And by now in Romans, you have come to understand and 
appreciate all that God has done for you through the crosswork of Christ—all of the assets and operating 
mechanisms that He has given you now, all of His wisdom and knowledge in setting aside Israel and 
bringing us in, and being just in it all.  We understand all of that, and we can respond to it by standing as 
adult sons, and choosing willfully by act of personal choice to serve Him based on gratitude—not 
bondage—gratitude.  1 John 2:15-17 

 

James 4:5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that 
dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?  

James 4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth 
the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.  

James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you.  

James 4:8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your 
hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.  

James 4:9 Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be 
turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness.  

James 4:10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift 
you up.  

James 4:11 Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh 
evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, 
and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of 
the law, but a judge.  

James 4:12 There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: 
who art thou that judgest another?  
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Boasting About Tomorrow 

James 4:13 Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into 
such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:  

James 4:14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For 
what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, 
and then vanisheth away.  

James 4:15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and 
do this, or that.  

James 4:16 But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is 
evil.  

James 4:17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin.  

 

James: 5 

Warning to the Rich 

James 5:1 Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries 
that shall come upon you.  

James 5:2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are 
motheaten.  

James 5:3 Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be 
a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have 
heaped treasure together for the last days.  

James 5:4 Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down 
your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of 



them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of 
sabaoth.  

James 5:5 Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye 
have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter.  

James 5:6 Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not 
resist you.  

Patience in Suffering 

James 5:7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. 
Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, 
and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.  

James 5:8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh.  

James 5:9 Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be 
condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door.  

The coming of the Lord is being dealt with here - He’s coming in judgment.  

 

James 5:10 Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the 
name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of 
patience.  

James 5:11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard 
of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord 
is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.  

The patience of Job has to do with the endurance of unexplained suffering that he goes through.  We’re 
going to see how that works in a minute.  The patience of Job is an illustration of the patience that is 
needed by Tribulation saints to get through the Tribulation and into the Kingdom at the Lord's coming. 
 
Now, the Book of Job has a lot of things that are very interesting in it.  Again, he is a type of the 
Tribulation saint.  There’s a lot of pathetic material in the Book of Job.  There is information, also, about 
the antichrist that is not found anywhere else in the Bible.  There is information about the Seventieth 



Week of Daniel.  There is information about Satan, the Second Coming of Christ and all kinds of prophetic 
events that you’ll see as you study the Book of Job.  
 
There is actually more information on creation in Job than there is in Genesis.  We’ll glance through some 
chapters in a few minutes - Chapter 38 and along in there - about God's creation work, etc.  There is 
actually a tremendous amount of scientific data about creation that isn’t anywhere else in the Bible.  It’s 
in the Book of Job.  
 
Now, Job is part of the Word of God.  By the way, look at 1 Corinthians 3 and see Paul’s attitude toward 
the Book of Job.  1 Corinthians 3:19  

 

James 5:12 But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by 
heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your 
yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.  

The Prayer of Faith 

James 5:13 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let 
him sing psalms.  

The word Psalms means praise.  It was the songbook of both the Jewish Church (James 5:13). 
 
Turn to James 5:13 – “Is any among you afflicted?  let him pray.  Is any merry? let him sing psalms.”  Do 
you know what happens when you are happy?  It demonstrates itself in singing!  Singing reflects your 
spiritual attitude.  Acts 16:25 

 

James 5:14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the 
church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name 
of the Lord:  

James 5:15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.  

James 5:16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for 
another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.  
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James 5:17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he 
prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by 
the space of three years and six months.  

James 5:18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the 
earth brought forth her fruit.  

James 5:19 Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one 
convert him;  

James 5:20 Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the 
error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude 
of sins.  

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

59 യാക്കോബ് എഴുതിയ ലേഖനം 

അദ്ധ്യായം :1 

Greeting 

Testing of Your Faith 

Hearing and Doing the Word 

യാക്കോബ് എഴുതിയ ലേഖനം അദ്ധ്യായം :2 

The Sin of Partiality 

Faith Without Works Is Dead 

യാക്കോബ് എഴുതിയ ലേഖനം അദ്ധ്യായം :3 

Taming the Tongue 

Wisdom from Above 

യാക്കോബ് എഴുതിയ ലേഖനം അദ്ധ്യായം :4 

Warning Against Worldliness 

Boasting About Tomorrow 

യാക്കോബ് എഴുതിയ ലേഖനം അദ്ധ്യായം :5 

Warning to the Rich 



Patience in Suffering 

The Prayer of Faith 

---------------------------------------------- 

 


