
60 The Book of James 

1 & 2 PETER 
 
I Peter 1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
 

Who are the strangers scattered throughout those provinces of Turkey?  The same people in James 1:1 
that were scattered abroad.  It was part of the nation Israel.  If you doubt that, go to chapter 2. 

 
I Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light:     
 

If you had any doubt about who is referred to in verse 9, write down Exodus 19:5-6 near that passage, 
and spend a little time meditating on how that passage is a restatement of God’s purpose for the nation 
Israel as recorded in Exodus 19.  The people that I Peter is written to are not Gentiles; they are Israel; 
they are Circumcision believers, members of the kingdom church with a kingdom hope.  In fact, the 
gospel taught in the book of Hebrews is the Gospel of the Kingdom.  We will look at that in a moment. 
 

II Peter 1:10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 
11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

  
What would you say is the hope of the people in II Peter?  To get into the everlasting kingdom of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, 
though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.  
 

You will want to remember that passage because II Peter, (the last book Peter wrote), is written in light 
of the change in the program that has been administered through the Apostle Paul.  My point at this 
moment is that it is written to the Circumcision saints; it is written to Israel. 
 

II Peter 3:1 This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up 
your pure minds by way of remembrance: 
2  That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, 

and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour: 
3  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their 
own lusts, 
 

Again, this book has to do with the last days of Prophecy, and with the carrying out of the program that 
was taught by both the Lord Jesus Christ when He was on earth, and by the twelve apostles.  It has to 
do with the ministry committed by Christ to the twelve, and by them to these believers.  That middle wall 

is back up; Israel is back in prominence; and their program is being brought to fruition. 

 

1st Peter: 1 

Greeting 
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1st Peter 1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers 
scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,  

Who are the strangers scattered throughout those provinces of Turkey?  The same people in James 1:1 
that were scattered abroad.  It was part of the nation Israel.  If you doubt that, go to chapter 2. 

 

1st Peter 1:2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of 
the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.  

Born Again to a Living Hope 

1st Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a 
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  

Parallels between the living Word and the written word - we are begotten by both of them: 1 Peter 1:3 
says that we are begotten by the Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Corinthians 4:15 says “for in Christ Jesus I have 

begotten you through the gospel.”  
 
They’ve been begotten again.  God begat the nation out of Egypt.  Deuteronomy 32:18  
 
Again, He is talking to the nation Israel.  They will have been born again.  Technically speaking, you and 
I are not “born again” like Israel will be.  God begat the nation physically out of Egypt, (Deuteronomy 32; 
Exodus 4; Hosea 11).  He begat them physically as His people, and they are to be born again spiritually, 
as in John 3, and as the passage here says:  [He] “hath begotten us again.”  They will be begotten again 
under the new covenant provisions. 
 
I Peter 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again … 
 
What is that?  That is being born again, isn’t it?  These people Peter wrote to were the little flock that 

had been born again.  That is regeneration.  The nation waits for it in the kingdom when they are 

regenerated, but here’s some people (Acts 2) getting a foretaste of it earlier. 

 

1st Peter 1:4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,  

“Reserved in heaven for you.”  Underline that.  In Luke 19 Christ told a parable:  the man went away to a 
far country to receive the kingdom and come back.  It’s a type of Christ going to heaven and getting the 
authority.  In Daniel 7 He went to the Ancient of Days, and received authority as the Son of man to 
execute rulership in the kingdom; and He will come back and establish the kingdom.  The kingdom is 
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reserved up there in heaven.  They are storing up their treasures up there that will be brought back with 
Him.  The reward is there to be brought back in the kingdom.  Revelation 22:12 
 
1 Peter 1:4  To an inheritance incorruptible [in the Kingdom], and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for you,  
 
Christ went away at His ascension, and received the kingdom from the Ancient of Days.  He will come 
back and set up that kingdom on earth.  In the early Acts period, the Holy Spirit came down upon the 
little flock.  They have an inheritance reserved for them in heaven.  It will be brought down and given to 
them when they reign with Christ in that kingdom.  

 

1st Peter 1:5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  

1st Peter 1:6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if 
need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:  

1st Peter 1:7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious 
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found 
unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:  

All through I Peter you read about the trying of your faith.  Satan is like a roaring lion, walking about 
seeking whom he may devour; that is something that happens in the tribulation period.  Satan is not 
going around the planet today trying to devour people, but he literally will in the Tribulation period.  In 
this book we read about the hope these people have, beyond that fiery trial of their faith during that 
period’s difficulty, in the kingdom to come.  They endure that because of what lies ahead. 

 

1st Peter 1:8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye 
see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory:  

1st Peter 1:9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your 
souls. (Israel get their soul salvation at the appearing of Jesus Christ, at the kingdom) 

Do you remember that verse we read a minute ago?  “They that endure unto the end shall be saved.”  
This Scripture is referring to Israel’s future salvation when Christ comes.  
 
That is talking about something that will be brought unto them. 
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1st Peter 1:10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and 
searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come 
unto you:  

The prophets back in Time Past have prophesied about the salvation in that kingdom.  When they 
prophesied about it, they searched and inquired. 
 
Boy!  It would be a mess to try to put that on the Body of Christ in the Mystery Age, wouldn’t it.  That is 
a prophesied salvation.  Look at Verse 13: 

 

 

1st Peter 1:11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of 
Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.  

The Old Testament prophet in Time Past looks ahead with the eye of prophecy and sees the crucifixion of 
Christ; he sees the sufferings of Christ, and then he sees the glory of Christ as he reigns in his kingdom 
on earth.  He sees that salvation that God is going to provide, but does not grasp the time element (the 

time between those events).   
 
Not only that, it says, “searching what, or what manner of time…”  He does not fully understand 
everything he is reading there.  We’re dealing specifically with the cross.  He does not grasp what that is.  
And he doesn’t understand the time element and the relationship between the sufferings and the glory.   
In fact there are many passages in the Old Testament about the suffering of Christ that do not describe 
the cross itself.  They describe a time before the cross in which He suffers, and then they describe the 

events on the cross.  Not only did people in the Old Testament not understand, but his own disciples did 
not understand.  Come with me to Luke 18:31-33. 
 
1 Peter 1:10,11 is very clear that all of the writers do not have personal illumination.  Obviously, the men 
(the prophets in time past) that wrote down in that Old Testament searched their own writings diligently.  
They were trying to figure out what the Spirit meant when he wrote these things through them about the 
sufferings of Christ and the glory to come.  It is pretty obvious – they did not all have personal 

illumination at all times.  Turn back to Daniel and I will give you another illustration.  Prophetic passages, 
especially, seem to go “over the head” of the writer at times.  Daniel 7:1 
 
Student’s question: When you take the mystery out of there, and the old testament prophets looked 
forward to the kingdom, wasn’t that in light of the Messiah, but not necessarily the cross?  They didn’t 
know about the cross even with Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22, right? 
 

Richard’s answer: They understand it.  Look at 1 Peter 1:9-11 – “Receiving the end of your faith, even 
the salvation of your souls.  Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who 
prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of 
Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory 
that should follow.”  They don’t understand what the sufferings are, and they don’t understand the time 
references about it, even though they gave the prophecies. 
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Student’s response: But they knew about the Messiah because it was based on them getting the 
kingdom. 
 
Richard’s response:  Yes.   

 

1st Peter 1:12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, 
but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto 
you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look 
into.  

The whole point is, those prophets back there prophesied about the throne.  They also talked about the 
suffering; but it wasn’t clear what the sufferings were, or what would be the timing between the two.  So 
when Christ came, He talked about the glory; and Israel rejected it by rejecting Him.  Then Christ began 
to tell them that since they rejected it, there would have to be a payment for that in order to get them 
out of the wrath.  That would be the cross of Calvary.  He also explained to them the timing.  That is 
why: Luke 9:51-53. 
 
Some people are preaching the gospel to these people.  Look at 1 Peter 1:25: 

 

Called to Be Holy 

1st Peter 1:13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and 
hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ;  

There is somebody on the ground hoping to the end when Christ comes back to the earth over here in 
the Ages to Come - at His revelation.  Instead of trying to take that and make it the Rapture of the Body, 
instead of trying to take that and ignore what it says, why not help people understand what that passage 
is talking about?   
 
Christ will bring that reward to them when He returns.  Luke 14:11  

 

1st Peter 1:14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves 
according to the former lusts in your ignorance:  

1st Peter 1:15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in 
all manner of conversation;  

1st Peter 1:16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.  
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1st Peter 1:17 And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of 
persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your 
sojourning here in fear:  

1st Peter 1:18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation 
received by tradition from your fathers;  

1 Peter 1:18  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;  
 
That is, Peter sees the blood of Jesus Christ redeeming them from the old covenant they had received, 
unto the new covenant that Jesus Christ is going to inaugurate when He comes back.  He sees them 
being redeemed not with corruptible, perishable things under the old covenant, but with the precious 

blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.  But what you need to be careful to notice in that passage is what he says 
they are being redeemed from. 
 
1 Peter 1:18  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;  
 
They are being redeemed from their vain conversation—this empty way of doing things received by 

tradition from our fathers.  He is talking about the Jews’ religion—the systems that were shadows and 
types, not the substance.   

 

1st Peter 1:19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot:  (Lamp of God is Jewish title) (Sheppard is Jewish title)  

In other words, they were redeemed from religious bondage to a false system established by the elders.  
That is important to remember!  Folks, they weren’t redeemed from sin only but also from the bondage 
that was imprisoning them.  The bondage of sin held them by having imposed upon them a human 
religion; a man-made tradition bound them.  God delivered them from religious bondage through the 
redemption that was in Christ Jesus.   
 
When God Almighty brought Israel out of Egypt they were redeemed, as it were, by the Passover lamb.  
The Passover sanctified them and kept away the death angel.  They came out of Egypt by blood and by 
power, across the Red Sea, and three days out in the wilderness God came down and met with them.  
There they experienced spiritual redemption.  Do you know what God redeemed them from when He 
brought them out of Egypt?  He redeemed them from religious bondage.  They were bound by the 
religious system of Egypt, and God redeemed Israel and brought them unto Himself.   
 
19  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 1 Peter 2:24 
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1st Peter 1:20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of 
the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,  

Jesus Christ was a lamb foreordained before the foundation of the world.  What are his characteristics?  
He is without blemish and without spot before the foundation of the world.  Ephesians 1:4 

 

1st Peter 1:21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from 
the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.  

1st Peter 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love 
one another with a pure heart fervently:  

1st Peter 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.  

How are they born again?  By the word of God, but where did they get the word of God?  The last part of 
V. 25: “ . . . And this is the word [what?] which by the gospel is preached unto you.” 
How did the word come to them?  Through the preaching of the gospel.  That’s how it came. 
   
You see, fellows, in preaching, it’s very high ground that you’re embarking upon.  You’re getting involved 
in something that’s important, and you’re going to preach the word because that’s what real preaching is.  
The word comes first in everything you’re going to do. 
 
Let me read you a quote about the preacher: “His throne is the pulpit.  He stands in Christ’s stead.  His 
message is the word of God.  Around him are immortal souls.  The Saviour, unseen, is beside him.  The 
Holy Spirit broods over the congregation.  Angels gaze on the scene, and heaven and hell await the 
issue.  What associations!  What vast responsibilities!” 
 
I can tell you this: every time you deal with somebody about the gospel, you ought to remember that all 
those things are true.  Every time you stand to proclaim those things to a congregation - be it two or five 
thousand - those things are true.  When God calls a man to preach so that people can hear, believe and 
be saved, that’s a high calling, and it’s worthy of all the preparation you can give it. 
 
Come with me to I Corinthians, Chapter 1.  I want you to see very clearly that in Paul’s mind the word 
comes first.   
 
Listen, fellows, if you don’t get anything else from anything I ever tell you, get this tonight: Keep the 
Book first - before anything else - before your personality and your looking good, sharp, wonderful and 
kind.  The Book!  Do everything you can to make that message attractive, but be sure you have a 
message.  1 Corinthians 1:17-21 

 

 

tw://bible.*/?id=49.1.4|_AUTODETECT_|
tw://bible.*/?id=46.1.17-46.1.21|_AUTODETECT_|


1st Peter 1:24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the 
flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth 
away:  

1st Peter 1:25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is 
the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.  

Peter said, “I am preaching the gospel to you out of the book, and the book is going to last forever.”  
Isaiah 40:8 is the Old Testament passage that Peter was referring to.  “The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.”  Other things pass away, but that book just hangs 
in there.   
 
What gospel is being preached unto them?  1 Peter 4:17 
 
There is a good news preached to the people in Acts 2 which results in them being begotten again to a 
lively hope.  If that isn’t enough: 2 Peter 1:4 

 

 

1st Peter: 2 

A Living Stone and a Holy People 

1st Peter 2:1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and 
hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,  

1st Peter 2:2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, 
that ye may grow thereby:  

1st Peter 2:3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.  

1st Peter 2:4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed 
indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious,  

The Lord is a living stone who has been rejected by men but chosen of God and is precious.  Who is the 

stone, the Rock?  The Lord Jesus Christ is.   
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1st Peter 2:5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ.  

There is a capacity that he holds for believers.  This passage is talking about the Jewish saints and 
circumcision believers, but there is a spiritual application here for you and me in light of I Corinthians 10. 
 
Those saints in that little nation, the little flock, are “lively stones.”   
 
1 Peter 2:5  Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, … 
 
That is exactly what is happening in Acts 2.  In Acts 15 James talks about the tabernacle of David being 
built again.  When we study that, you are going to see God putting His glory in a tabernacle of human 
flesh called the little flock.  I guarantee if you don’t understand the distinctive ministry of the apostle 
Paul, there are some passages there that will break your neck.  You will think that it is the body of Christ 
just because you don’t understand how to rightly divide the Word of God.  You will miss a blessing, and 
you will reap a whirlwind.   
 
God is putting His glory inside a tabernacle of flesh, the skin of humans, and the tabernacle of David is 
being raised up there.  They are built into a spiritual house, an holy priesthood.  

 

1st Peter 2:6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I 
lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth 
on him shall not be confounded.  

1st Peter 2:7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto 
them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, 
the same is made the head of the corner,  

7  Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: … 
 
Who is the chief cornerstone?  Christ.  He is the rock upon which the Messianic church is built.  To the 
people who believe—the little flock—He is precious, but unto the disobedient—the apostate nation—He is 
not precious.  They killed “the stone which the builders disallowed.”  You are going to find that passage 
quoted out of Isaiah being used again in Acts 4 when the apostles stand before the religious leaders of 
Israel.  They are going to say, “You guys are the builders, and you rejected the builder—the stone which 
the builders disallowed.” 

 

1st Peter 2:8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to 
them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also 
they were appointed.  
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He is a stumbling stone and a rock of offense for the unbelievers.  He is a grinding stone for the people 
at the second coming of Christ when he comes back and destroys the gentile world power.  But he is a 
precious corner stone to people that believe.  He is the thing that holds everything together and he caps 
it all off.  For us that believe, Jesus Christ is precious, like a jewel, more important than anything else in 
the world. 
 
Go back to Daniel Chapter 2.  He is a stone, which is the second coming of Christ.  He is the grinding 
stone coming back to set up his kingdom.  
 
The point is that Jesus Christ is the Rock.  When you ask Peter, he says Christ is “a stone of stumbling, 
and a rock of offense.” Unbelievers trip and fall over Him, but to us who are saved, He is the living stone 
and He is precious. He’s the foundation of what we are doing. “ 
 
Let’s ask the apostle Paul, “Who is the Rock?  1 Corinthians 10:4 
 
7  … but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the 
head of the corner,  
8  And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being 
disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.  
 
The religious leaders of the nation are disobedient, they are unbelieving, and Christ is not precious to 
them.  He is a problem, He is a scandal, He is something they fall over, not One to follow but to be 
rejected.  They have killed Him, but He is precious to the believing remnant.  Who is the believing 
remnant? 

 

1st Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of 
him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:  (BOC is 

not a holy nation or royal priesthood) 

That doesn’t fit the Body of Christ; you are none of those things.  But it does fit the circumcision saints 
because that is exactly what Exodus 19 and Isaiah 61 said they would be.  They are not in the flesh, but 
they are a spiritual house.  They get the blessing of the new covenant and the ability to do it in the new 
birth. 
 
They were a holy nation.  He is talking to a circumcision church, the Jewish church that was established 
through the ministry of John the Baptist and the early Acts period.  He is talking to the remnant of 
believers that begins to be gathered together through John’s ministry and who are lead by the twelve 
apostles in the early Acts period.  Notice what Jesus tells the apostles about their function in Matthew 
19:28. 
 
Who is the chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people?  Israel.  Exodus 
19:5-6 – that is Israel.  I Peter is not written to us, nor is it written about us in the But Now.  It is written 
to Israel.  This is a distinction to be noticed. 
 
If you had any doubt about who is referred to in verse 9, write down Exodus 19:5-6 near that passage, 
and spend a little time meditating on how that passage is a restatement of God’s purpose for the nation 
Israel as recorded in Exodus 19.  The people that I Peter is written to are not Gentiles; they are Israel; 
they are Circumcision believers, members of the kingdom church with a kingdom hope.  In fact, the 
gospel taught in the book of Hebrews is the Gospel of the Kingdom.  We will look at that in a moment. 
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Were those people there a royal priesthood?  Do you know what royalty belongs to? a king, a kingdom of 
priests, and an holy nation.  Look at the diagram.  The remnant is identified together by John’s baptism.  
Later in Acts 2 they are anointed with the Holy Spirit.  John tells them it will happen in Matthew 3.  
Matthew 3:11 
 
1 Peter 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; [What 
does that remind you of?  Exodus 19:6.  He says they are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, (that’s 
a kingdom of priests), an holy nation, (Isaiah 26:2: the righteous nation).] that ye should shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness [Matthew 4:16:  they sat in darkness] into his 
marvellous light:  
 
Do you see that?  They are that believing remnant.  Those people are described as holy, living stones.  
The pearl is not a gem.  It is a living stone that is created by the secretions of an oyster or a clam around 
a little grain of sand that gets inside the shell.  It is a living, growing, organically-produced thing of great 
value.  It is not really a stone, like a gem.  It is “lively.” 
 
The context of Malachi 3:16 is the second coming of Christ, (Malachi 4:1).  Malachi 3:16-17 
 
Royalty would be a king, wouldn’t it?  If you were a king and a priest you would be a royal priesthood.  
That’s that Little Flock, the faithful remnant.  That parable tells those Israelites who is going to be in that 
fellowship.  That faithful tribulation saint is going to be rewarded by rulership in the kingdom.  The 
government of the kingdom is going to be made up of these participants.   
 
In this parable in Matthew 25, the first two servants are faithful.  The third one is a wicked, slothful, lazy, 
unfaithful servant.  What’s the difference between them?  The first two servants had confidence in their 
master’s goodness and love.  Notice how good the master is:  Matthew 25:14-15 
 
Revelation 7:14 
 
9  But ye are a chosen generation, … 
 
There’s that word generation again.  When Christ comes back in the regeneration, when the Son of man 
shall sit upon the throne of His glory – remember that?  It has to do with the kingdom for Israel.  They 
are a chosen, called out, generation. 
 
1 Peter 2:9  … a royal priesthood, … 
 
Where do you find royalty?  You find them in a kingdom, a kingdom of priests.  
  
9  … an holy nation, … 
 
What does the word holy mean?  Set apart.  They have been sanctified, brought in and made holy in the 
group.  Over and over he is talking about the distinction that is made as the little flock is being gathered 
out.  That is “the church of God,” at the time.   
 
9  … a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light:  
 
When we studied Matthew 4, we saw that passage in 1 Peter 2:9-10.  
 
1 Peter 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, [you have been called out of the nation beginning with John 
the Baptist] a royal priesthood, [you are going to be priest and kings unto our God in the kingdom] an 
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holy nation, a peculiar people; [a righteous nation] that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath 
called you out of darkness [out of the apostate nation Israel] into his marvellous light: 
 

1st Peter 2:10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the 
people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained 
mercy.  

Those folks were cut off, and not even considered a part of Israel.  John 7:1   

 
I want you to understand the situation of this remnant of people who were sitting in darkness in Galilee.  
When He goes to Galilee, that is what He is doing.  He was going up there to Galilee to some people 
whom everybody thought were just nobodies.  And do you know what He was doing?  He was gathering 
together the authority of His kingdom.  Romans 10:19  
 
Who is he talking to?  He is talking to that little flock, the believers in Israel, isn't he?  What are they?  
They are an holy nation.  They are exactly what Isaiah 26:2 says they will be—the righteous nation.  Now 
look at the rest of the verse.  They are called out of darkness into His marvelous light.  Remember that.  
They are called out of what?  Darkness, obscurity, into His marvelous light.  Which in times past were 
what?  Not a people, but are now the people of God.  Come over to Matthew 4 and notice the parallel.  
Matthew 4:12-16 
 
1 Peter 2:10  Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not 
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 
 
It’s a quotation from Isaiah 9:2 and Matthew 4:16, about “The people that walked in darkness have seen 
a great light.”  You find that again in Matthew 4, where He goes up into Galilee and finds these people.  
They are in spiritual darkness.  John 1:4-13 
 
10  Which in time past were not a people [Hosea 1:9 – that’s Israel.  They were lo-ammi, now He is 
going to take them back.], but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have 
obtained mercy. 
 
He says the Father is going to take the kingdom from them and give it to a nation bringing forth the 
fruits thereof.  In Matthew 4 He calls this little flock out of darkness and gives them His light, which of 
course, is the Word of God—the truth.  Who are they?  There is no way to read verse 9 without 
understanding that is the nation Israel.  That is almost a direct quote from Exodus 19:5 and 6.  Exodus 
19:5-6 

 

1st Peter 2:11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, 
abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;  

1st Peter 2:12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: 
that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your 
good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.  
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Who is living out there among the Gentiles?  What nation is living out there among  the Gentiles that is 
not the Gentiles?  It is Israel.  That holy nation in verse 9 is believing Israel.  “Which in time past were 
not a people”—that is Hosea chapter one.  God made them Lo-ami –“Not my people,” but now has made 
them His people again.  He said back there, God judged you, and made you Lo-ami; but now you are my 
people again.  And that is what God is doing:  He is calling out His people once again. 
 
That is why you read in Romans 10, “by them that are no people, and by a foolish nation.”  Here is a 
bunch of people in Matthew 4, who have been under the judgment of Hosea chapter one as “not my 
people.”  (When we study Matthew 4, you will see very clearly who all these people are, and why they 
are identified that way.)  Now they have been restored to their position.  He comes to the nation, people 
who are descendants of Abraham, and says:  “I am going to call out my people from them; I am going to 
call out my believers, spiritual Israel, the foolish nation, the Little Flock, the righteous nation.”  He begins 
to identify out of apostate Israel who the real believers are.  The whole purpose of Romans 10:19 is to 
provoke these unbelieving Jews outside of that Little Flock to come and get saved.  You can understand 
when you get to the middle part of the book of Acts, that this is a prophetic provoking by a nation, a 
foolish nation, the Little Flock.  
 
When you come to Paul’s ministry, God says, okay, I am going to interrupt the prophetic program.  The 
Lord Jesus Christ reaches down and saves Saul, makes him Paul the apostle, and sends Paul out with a 
ministry.  That is what he is talking about in chapter 11, “I say then, Have they stumbled that they 
should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles.”  God takes 
unbelieving Israel, and puts them down in the position of the Gentiles:  without God.  They are no longer 
in a privileged position of being the channel of God’s blessing, or ones to whom God had promised to 
give that status, and who would be called to repentance because of it.  But now Paul is going to start 
with the Gentiles, and form the church the Body of Christ. 
 
 But wait a minute.  Concerning these people who have been His people for 2,000 years, He does not just 
lop them off; because there are unbelieving Jews in apostate Israel who now are considered among the 
Gentiles, and in that group of unbelieving Jews there is a remnant.  There is a group of people out there 
that God Almighty wants to see saved, and come into the church the Body of Christ.  So Paul conducts 
his Gentile ministry in such a way, (from Acts 13 all the way through Acts 28), as to provoke unbelieving 
Israel to get saved.  God deals with the unbelieving Jews in a special way:  by giving the Gentiles signs 
and wonders to demonstrate that God has left Israel, and is now among the Gentiles.  I Corinthians 
14:20. 
 
 

 

Submission to Authority 

1st Peter 2:13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme;  

1st Peter 2:14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for 
the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.  

1st Peter 2:15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put 
to silence the ignorance of foolish men:  
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1st Peter 2:16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of 
maliciousness, but as the servants of God.  

1st Peter 2:17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honour the king.  

In time past, this worked a little differently than it does today, because of the purpose and plan in the 
prophetic program.  Things were a little bit different than they are today.  People will use these passages 

to say that God elected Ronald Reagan, that God elected Jimmy Carter, that God elected FDR, that God 
put Hitler in office, and that God put Nero in office.  But it doesn't operate today like it did back then.  
Daniel 4:17 

 

1st Peter 2:18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not 
only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward.  

1st Peter 2:19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward 
God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.  

Suffering wrongfully is underserved suffering.  Peter said that is thankworthy – that is good because you 
are serving God, doing what God told you to do and you suffer wrongly.  Notice: verse 20. 

 

1st Peter 2:20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your 
faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for 
it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.  

That explains what is meant when you suffer in behalf of Christ.  That is distinct from other kinds of 
suffering.  You have been appointed to preach, to stand for the Lord, live a life that reflects his life and 
attitudes and actions, and then when people respond to you in a negative way – that is suffering for 

Christ.  If you get in the flesh and live the way you want to live and then you get into trouble, don’t 
blame that on suffering for Jesus.  There is a distinct difference between the two. 

 

1st Peter 2:21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:  

1st Peter 2:22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:  
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1st Peter 2:23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth 
righteously:  

Now, it is important for you to see that because when Christ goes through these things, He is “as a lamb 
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.”  As He goes through all these torturous 
events, He takes them.   
 
Most of the details of the actual physical agony that He suffered are not in Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John.  They are in the Old Testament.  It is fascinating that by far and away, most of the details about 
the actual physical agony that He goes through are in the Old Testament.  There are tremendous details 
back there in Psalm 22, Psalm 38, Psalm 69.  Psalms like those just have tremendous insights into the 
physical agony He goes through.  Isaiah 50:5-8 

 

1st Peter 2:24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by 
whose stripes ye were healed.  

1 Peter 2:24  Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, … 
 
He understood that Christ died so that Israel could receive her blessings.  1 Peter 3:18 

 

1st Peter 2:25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned 
unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.  

 

1st Peter: 3 

Wives and Husbands 

1st Peter 3:1 Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; 
that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won 
by the conversation of the wives;  

1st Peter 3:2 While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with 
fear.  
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1st Peter 3:3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of 
plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel;  

1st Peter 3:4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is 
not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is 
in the sight of God of great price.  

1 Peter 3:3-4: “Whose adorning [talking about the wife – verse 1] let it not be that outward adorning of 
plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight 
of God of great price.”  He is talking about not substituting the outward for the inward.  That is the issue 
in modesty.   

 

1st Peter 3:5 For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, 
who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their 
own husbands:  

1st Peter 3:6 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose 
daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any 
amazement.  

1st Peter 3:7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to 
knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and 
as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not 
hindered.  

Suffering for Righteousness' Sake 

1st Peter 3:8 Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of 
another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:  

1st Peter 3:9 Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but 
contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye 
should inherit a blessing.  

1st Peter 3:10 For he that will love life, and see good days, let him 
refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile:  
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1st Peter 3:11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, 
and ensue it.  

1st Peter 3:12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his 
ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against 
them that do evil.  

1st Peter 3:13 And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of 
that which is good?  

1st Peter 3:14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: 
and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled;  

1st Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready 
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the 
hope that is in you with meekness and fear:  

1st Peter 3:16 Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil 
of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your 
good conversation in Christ.  

1st Peter 3:17 For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for 
well doing, than for evil doing.  

1st Peter 3:18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for 
the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the 
flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:  

The Holy Spirit raised up the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. 
 
1 Peter 3:18  For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God, … 
 
The idea is that Jesus Christ as presented in Hebrews is the true High Priest who goes into the holy place 
and offers the blood that really does the job.  When He offers the blood, it gets rid of all the cardinal 
ordinances and these things under the Mosaic law.  It takes the law out of the way and allows Him to 
open a new and living way to come right in and receive the new covenant blessings for Israel.  When 
Peter sees it, he understands what Christ said in Matthew 20:28.  Matthew 20:28 
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1st Peter 3:19 By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in 
prison;  

1st Peter 3:20 Which sometime were disobedient, when once the 
longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a 
preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.  

It is important that you notice that.  Noah is a sinner.  God tells him about the judgment that is going to 
come, He tells him about the flood that is going to come, He tells him about the wrath of God being 
poured out in a judgment.  God tells him about the ark.  Noah builds the ark, and Noah is saved from the 
judgment of the flood.  The wrath of God falls, the judgment waters come, but Noah and his family go 
into the ark; and in the ark they are preserved through the flood.  They come out on the other side of 
the flood, into a new heaven and a new earth, a whole new world system.  Then they go out and serve 
the Lord, and they have the burnt offerings and sacrifices, and they are to go out with a new commission 
to replenish the earth.  Peter says eight souls were saved by water.  They were saved from the flood.  
They didn’t get wet.  The water bore them up, and it saved them.  They were saved in the ark, out of the 
water.   
 
Think what happened.  Noah builds an ark.  They go in the ark and God shuts the door and the rain 
comes down.  Who got wet?  The people who stayed on land.  What happened to the ark?  “The rains 
came down, and the floods came up.”  Where did the ark go?  It floated right up.  It was just a big old 
box they couldn’t drive around.  They weren’t going anywhere.  They just wanted to live.  This black, tar-
pitched, water-tight box, about three times bigger than a football field with three stories which gave it a 
tremendous cargo capacity, floated.  It says that eight souls were saved by the water.   
 
Noah was saved from the flood.  In other words, the water physically saved Noah.  They’re in the ark and 
are held up by the water.  The wrath of God fell but the ark kept them from being destroyed.   
 

In other words, Christ went and preached to some spirits that are in prison.  Those spirits were in prison 
because they were disobedient during Noah’s day. 
 
That is what is called “the great dissention passage.”  The reason is on the basis of verses 19 and 20, it is 
taught that after Jesus Christ died at Calvary, He went down into the heart of the earth into Paradise and 
preached to the spirits that were disobedient in the days of Noah.  That is, He preached to the fallen 
angels who had sinned (Genesis 6:4).  Christ went down to a place called Tartarus, a special place in the 

heart of the earth where God keeps in prison those angels under the chains of darkness.  That Christ 
preached to those angels while He was in the heart of the earth is a possible explanation of the passage.   
 
I know that according to Ephesians 4:10, when Christ died, He descended into the heart of the earth, 
into the lower parts of the earth.  Matthew 12:40 says that Christ was three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth, so I know He went down there.  The passage here is used to say He preached to the 
spirits that were disobedient.  
 
A man called me on the phone not long ago and used this passage to say that Christ preached to the 
angels.  I asked him what Christ preached to them.  He said, “He preached salvation to them and gave 
them another chance to get saved.”  That is tommyrot, hogwash.  That’s wrong.  Nobody gets saved 
after they die and go to hell.  That wasn’t what He was doing.   
 
Somebody else says, “He preached the victory He won through Calvary.”  I wonder about that too, 
because the victory He won through Calvary was a mystery not revealed until you come to Paul.  If He 
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preached that to those angels, they found out about it, and Satan would have known about it before it 
was revealed.  1 Corinthians 2:8 and Ephesians 3:5 indicate that they didn’t know about it until it was 
revealed by Christ through Paul.  So I wonder about that, too.  
 
There is another way to read that passage, and it reads like this:  that by the Spirit of God, He went and 
preached unto the spirits in prison which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of 
God waited in the days of Noah.  That is, He preached by the Spirit of God through Noah to those people 
back in Noah’s day.   
 
Rather than it being a reference to Him preaching while He was dead in the heart of the earth, it was by 
the Spirit of God that resurrected Him. That same Spirit bore witness through Noah for one hundred 
twenty years in the preacher of righteousness, which Noah was, and that it was the Spirit of God that 
testified through Noah to those people who died.  The wrath fell on them, and the testimony was held in 
Noah’s day.   
 
That is a legitimate way to read that passage.  There are problems with it either way you go.  Which one 
do I like?  I like them both.  I don’t know which one it is; I’ll be honest with you.  Generally it is so widely 
assumed that it is what He did while He was in the heart of the earth that it is hard to convince or preach 
otherwise, because people generally assume that.  But when he says, “My spirit shall not always strive 
with man,” Genesis 6:3 is an interesting verse in light of verses 18 and 19 here.   
 
If it gives you problems to say in your mind and understand what Christ was preaching when He was in 
the heart of the earth between His death and resurrection, understand that the passage could also mean 
that He preached to the spirits that are now in prison by the Spirit that resurrected Him, and He did the 
preaching in Noah’s day.  It’s a little harder way to read it, but that’s the way some people do it.  You will 
find men on both sides of that.  I guess what I should tell you about that is if you ask me what I hold, I’ll 
say, “I’ll hold my tongue.”  I don’t know, but I tend to think it is between His death and resurrection, but 
I am not going to argue about it.  The point of it is the issue of the longsuffering of God waiting in the 
day of Noah.  Notice what he says in verse 20. 
 
1 Peter 3:20  … while the ark was a preparing, … 
 
Why does Peter bring it up?   
 
20  … wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.  
 
“By water.”  Now think about that.  How were they saved by water?  They got into the ark, and the water 
came down and held up the ark.  Did the saved people get wet?  No.  They were in the ark. 
 
Noah is a sinner and has a family.  Noah is saved, the flood is going to come, and the wrath is going to 
fall.  Noah builds a boat, an ark.  Who got saved, the guy out in the water, or the guy up on the deck of 
the boat?  It says they were saved by water.  I know the salvation they had was a physical salvation.  
Noah goes through that flood and steps out on the other side.  He builds an altar and offers burnt 
offerings unto the Lord.  The blood is shed and applied there.  “Without the shedding of blood, there is 
no remission of sin.”  Noah is physically saved through the flood in order to go offer sacrifices that have 
to do with spiritual things.   

 

1st Peter 3:21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now 
save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of 
a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:  
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I Peter 3:21  The like figure [This thing that happened to Noah was a type, a figure.] whereunto 
even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, [not just 
taking a bath and cleaning up your flesh, and not putting away the sins of the flesh either] but 
the answer of a good conscience toward God,) [It is the obedience of faith.] by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ: 
 
Noah and the ark are the “like figure.”  They are a type.  The anti-type is the baptism that saves these 
people. 
 
(Chart)  What the ark did for Noah, will preserve this Little Flock of believers through the judgment of 
God’s wrath in the Tribulation into the blessing of the kingdom.  Noah was saved physically from God’s 
wrath through the flood and he got out of that ark and took seven clean animals and two each of all the 
other animals.  He took the clean animals so when he got out of that ark he was going to offer some 
sacrifices unto God Almighty.  In Genesis 8:20-21, Noah takes those sacrifices and offers burnt offerings 
– the first time it ever happened on the face of the earth.  The sweet smell of those offerings went up 
before the Lord.  Noah was saved physically and then he worshipped God Almighty through the spiritual 
sacrifices of praise given unto God. 
 
The people, through the Little Flock, are saved through the Tribulation.  The door to that Little Flock (just 
like Noah got in the ark through a door) is the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.   
 
Water baptism (John 10:1-9) is the door into the Little Flock (the ark) that will save the people through 
the wrath of the tribulation period to go into the Millennium.   
 
So when Christ says, “As in the days of Noe,” He’s not just picking something out of nowhere.  He’s 
talking about typology that fits the tribulation period.  Matthew 24:38 
 
In other words, the flood back there and the baptism of judgment that the earth encountered when God 
poured out the watery judgment on the earth destroyed everybody except Noah and his family (his wife, 
three sons and their wives).  That is a figure, a type, a picture, a representation, a parallel of what is 
going to happen in the salvation that Peter is talking about.    
 
Peter is talking to the circumcision saints and he says, “That’s a like figure whereunto the baptism that 
now saves us.”  He’s not talking about water baptism, not in the sense of the putting away the filth of the 
flesh.  Water baptism never put away sin for anybody.  You understand that the blood of bulls and goats 
didn’t put away sin.  Water baptism, a ceremony, never put away sin but it did answer to a good 
conscience.  It did demonstrate their faithful obedience to what God told them to do.   
 
Just as we have studied, water baptism is the door to that Messianic Church for that Little Flock.  They go 
in that door of water baptism and are identified in that Little Flock and by being a part of that Little Flock 
in Israel, that believing remnant in Israel, they will be saved from the billows of the wrath of God as it 
pours down upon this earth during the tribulation period.   
 
In Noah’s day, when the water fell and the people were in the ark, who got wet – the saved people or 
the lost people?  The lost people.  Noah and his family were high and dry:  high on the water and dry in 
the ark.  The same water that judged the earth lifted up the ark and saved Noah.  That is a “like figure.”  
One day God is going to pour out His wrath upon the earth in the Tribulation.  He says, “If you want to 
be saved from the wrath that is coming, then you come and be a part of this spiritual ark, this Little Flock 
of believers that is going to be preserved through that.  How do you get in there?  You get in through 
water baptism.  In that sense, water baptism saved them.  It was the entrance in to that group of 
people.   
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My point to you there is that Noah’s day is a picture of the Tribulation.  Not only are the days of Noah a 
picture of the days of the Tribulation and a picture about the corruption of the earth and the sons of God 
coming down and all that happening again in the Tribulation, but also, the salvation of Noah and his 
family is a picture of the salvation of the tribulation saints over there in that period of time.  Isaiah 54:7-
10 
 
21  The like figure … 
 
That right there is a type. 
 
21  … whereunto even baptism doth also now save us  
 
What kind of saving was it in verse 20?  Physical or spiritual?  Then the saving in verse 21 is physical 
saving. 
 
21  … (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, … 
 
You are not going to be able to put away the filthiness of your flesh.  You can wash the dirt off, and you 
can take a shower, or get in a tub of water and use Camay or Dial and come out smelling sweet.  You 
can get rid of the filth you carry around on your body, but he says, “No, no, no.  This baptism is not 
talking about the filth of the flesh.”  He is talking about the sin.  He says, “This baptism saves us.  It 
doesn’t put away the sin of the flesh.  This baptism does not take care of your spiritual and moral sin, but 
it is the answer of a good conscience toward God by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.   
 
Think with me for a minute.  Noah is a sinner, but he is saved physically because of his faith.  God 
warned him about the flood, Noah believed the warning, by faith he built the ark, and the ark saved him.  
Because he had faith and believed God’s warning of the flood, he preserved his house through the flood 
and offered sacrifices.  The physical salvation is in the ark, and the spiritual salvation is in the sacrifices.  
Peter says that is a picture of what’s going on in his program.  
 
Peter in Acts 2:38 preaches “Repent and be baptized.”  He is saying to get in the ark where there is 
safety from the wrath of God.  He isn’t going to drown the earth with water but with fire.  “Come, get in 
the ark, and in the ark there is safety through the judgment.”  Genesis 9 is a type of the Millennial 
kingdom.  Noah comes out of the ark and steps out onto a brand-new world.  Peter calls it in 1 Peter 3 a 
new world.  The heaven and the earth that were, and then the new one that Noah walks out on.  It’s a 
type of the Millennium, a new heaven and earth (Isaiah 66:22).   
 
Noah steps out there and God says, “Noah, I want you to do the same thing Adam was supposed to do.  
You are the monarch of the earth.  Go out here and replenish it and fill it.”  He gives him the same 
commission He gave Adam in Genesis chapter one.   
 
Did you know you are a son of Adam and also a son of Noah, a descendant of Noah?  When Noah steps 
out of that ark in Genesis 9:1, it is a type of the kingdom. 
 
Peter says, “Come get in the ark.  Come in the door—water baptism—get in the ark and be preserved 
through the judgment and go into the kingdom.”  “What happened in Noah’s day is a type, a figure, of 
how baptism saves us,” says Peter.  “Baptism isn’t putting away our sins, the blood of Jesus Christ is 
going to have to do that.” 
 
You know that, but at the time they didn’t know it.  You know that no water ever put away anybody’s sin.  
Peter is talking to a nation about a national salvation into a kingdom.  I hope that is clear to you.  Acts 
2:38 
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1st Peter 3:22 Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of 
God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.  

“The figure:”  the flood, the wrath of God is coming.  Peter preaches to Israel, “Save yourselves from this 
untoward generation.”  John the Baptist preaches: “Flee from the wrath to come.”  They get into an ark, 
a vessel of safety.  The vessel of safety is Christ.  The vessel of safety is the little flock identified together 
with their Messiah.  They are the remnant in whom there is deliverance, Joel 2:15-18 says.  Those people 
are preserved through the flood into the millennial kingdom.  They are saved physically through the flood 
like Noah was in order to come over to have spiritual salvation in the kingdom.  The nation Israel receives 
its spiritual salvation as well as its physical salvation in the days of the kingdom.  Jesus told the apostles, 
(Matthew 19:28), “…ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit upon 
the throne of his glory…”  That’s the kingdom, and that is the day when eternal life is given to Israel.   
 
Peter is saying here that he preached to these people.  The figure involved here of Noah:  they believe 
what Peter preaches about the judgment to come; they are baptized, and they are saved through the 
flood.  “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us:”  that is, baptism saves these 
people just like Noah going into the ark, and the ark saving him, and him being saved by water.  The 
water killed everybody else, but Noah was dry.  The water bore up the ark and held it above the 
judgment of Almighty God which was under the water—drowning.  God put everybody else under the 
water, drowning them.   He holds Noah up and preserves him.  Then they go onto the new earth and so 
on and so forth with their ministries.   
 
Peter says the same is true of “us.”  What is happening?  The flood, the days of Noah, the wrath is 
coming.  We go into the ark which is the sheepfold, (John 10:1 – the door of the sheepfold).  The porter 
opens the door, and the door is water baptism.  It is the door by which we get into the ark, and are 
preserved through the judgment.  So don’t miss the issue involved in the typology back here.  Tribulation 
saints going through the tribulation—safe in the ark, safe in the protection that God has provided for 
them. 
 

 

 

1st Peter: 4 

Stewards of God's Grace 

1st Peter 4:1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, 
arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered 
in the flesh hath ceased from sin;  

1st Peter 4:2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the 
flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.  
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1st Peter 4:3 For the time past of our life may suffice us to have 
wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, 
lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable 
idolatries:  

1st Peter 4:4 Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to 
the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you:  

1st Peter 4:5 Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the 
quick and the dead.  

1st Peter 4:6 For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them 
that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, 
but live according to God in the spirit.  

1st Peter 4:7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, 
and watch unto prayer.  

1st Peter 4:8 And above all things have fervent charity among 
yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.  

1st Peter 4:9 Use hospitality one to another without grudging.  

1st Peter 4:10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the 
same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  

1st Peter 4:11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if 
any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that 
God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.  

Suffering as a Christian 

1st Peter 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:  



1st Peter 4:13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's 
sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also 
with exceeding joy.  

1st Peter 4:14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; 
for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is 
evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.  

1 Peter 4:14  If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; … 
 
You are going to see that happen to these people in Acts 5.  You have already seen it in Acts 4. 
 
14  If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; [why?] for the spirit of glory and of God 
resteth upon you:  on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 

 
When God the Holy Spirit filled all those people, it was the Spirit of glory, the Spirit of Almighty God, it 
was the Shekinah glory of Almighty God, as it were, that filled those people, and they go out as a 
demonstration to the nation of that glory that is going to be manifest in that kingdom.  Let me show you.  
You will have to recall our studies in Matthew 5.  Matthew 5:14-15 

 

1st Peter 4:15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or 
as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters.  

1st Peter 4:16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.  

1st Peter 4:17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the 
house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them 
that obey not the gospel of God?  

Well now wait a minute.  Did Paul preach the gospel of God?  Yes he did.  Did Peter and those saints in 
the kingdom church preach the gospel of God?  Yes they did.  Then the gospel of God is a term that is 
used inter-dispensationally.  It relates to both of them.   
 
The term “the gospel of God” is used by both programs because it is a general term referring to the fact 

that God has some “good news” to be proclaimed.  It is a very general term, and it covers all ages and all 
men, in all situations, and it describes the fact that God Almighty has some “good news” for men.  What 
does the word gospel mean?  It means “good news from God”.  And good news from God was preached 
by both of these men.  It is an inter-related gospel.   
 
Turn to Romans 1.  Now, you remember when we studied Romans 1, we studied about the gospel of 
God, so I assume you understand these things.  You have it in your frame of reference, and you know it.  
The gospel of God is based on Genesis 3:15: the promise of the seed of the woman.  A long time ago, 
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God Almighty promised a redeemer identified as the seed of the woman.  The seed of the woman is an 
important issue in progressive revelation.  That seed line becomes the seed of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Judah, and the seed of David.  And the seed of Abraham (the basis of that covenant) and the seed of 
David (the basis of that covenant) is the seed of the woman – that long promised redeemer.  And the 
seed of the woman becomes the seed of Abraham, which becomes the seed of David, which is the basis 
of these gospel messages.  Romans 1:1-4 

 

1st Peter 4:18 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the 
ungodly and the sinner appear?  

1st Peter 4:19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of 
God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a 
faithful Creator.  

. 

 

1st Peter: 5 

Shepherd the Flock of God 

1st Peter 5:1 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an 
elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of 
the glory that shall be revealed:  

1st Peter 5:2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the 
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, 
but of a ready mind;  

1st Peter 5:3 Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being 
ensamples to the flock.  

1st Peter 5:4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall 
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.  (They have to suffer to get save) 
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1st Peter 5:5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. 
Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: 
for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.  

1st Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exalt you in due time:  

1st Peter 5:7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.  

1st Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as 
a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:  

Jesus Christ is said to be the lion of the tribe of Judah.  Did you ever notice that in I Peter 5:8 Satan is 
described as a roaring lion?  It is not an accident that he does that. 
 
You know that 1 Peter is one of the circumcision epistles, written especially to the tribulation saints in the 
context of that future time.  
 
There is the “wayside,” where the people don’t take in the word and Satan comes along, and through his 
opposition in the program of the anti-Christ, takes it away.   
 
Matthew 13:20  But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, 
and anon with joy receiveth it; 
 
The first guy didn’t have any understanding.  Here is somebody who does appear to believe the word but 
has no root, no depth of understanding. 

 

1st Peter 5:9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same 
afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.  

1st Peter 5:10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make 
you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.  

1st Peter 5:11 To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.  

Final Greetings 
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1st Peter 5:12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I 
have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the true grace 
of God wherein ye stand.  

1st Peter 5:13 The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, 
saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my son.  

1st Peter 5:14 Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity. Peace be 
with you all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen.  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

60 പത്രൊസ് എഴുതിയ ഒന്നാം ലേഖനം 

അദ്ധ്യായം :1 

Greeting 

Born Again to a Living Hope 

Called to Be Holy 

പത്രൊസ് എഴുതിയ ഒന്നാം ലേഖനം അദ്ധ്യായം :2 

A Living Stone and a Holy People 

Submission to Authority 

പത്രൊസ് എഴുതിയ ഒന്നാം ലേഖനം അദ്ധ്യായം :3 

Wives and Husbands 

Suffering for Righteousness' Sake 

പത്രൊസ് എഴുതിയ ഒന്നാം ലേഖനം അദ്ധ്യായം :4 

Stewards of God's Grace 

Suffering as a Christian 

പത്രൊസ് എഴുതിയ ഒന്നാം ലേഖനം അദ്ധ്യായം :5 

Shepherd the Flock of God 

Final Greetings 

------------------------------------------------ 



 

 


