
61 The Book of 2nd Peter 

2nd Peter: 1 

Greeting 

2nd Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to 
them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the 
righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:  

2nd Peter 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the 
knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,  

Confirm Your Calling and Election 

2nd Peter 1:3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all 
things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him that hath called us to glory and virtue:  

2nd Peter 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious 
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.  

2 Peter 1:4  … that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, …  
 
Then clearly this little flock, partakers of the divine nature, do receive a regeneration.  So you have a 
situation like this:  it begins in the little group in Acts 2, and it goes out through them to the nation.  The 
nation gets the actual inauguration in the kingdom, ratified at the cross, and begins to work in a 
transition-type situation, and the new covenant is inaugurated and becomes effective and functional in 
the kingdom.   
 
By the way, they were baptized with the Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:17 

 

2nd Peter 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue; and to virtue knowledge;  

2nd Peter 1:6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance 
patience; and to patience godliness;  
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2nd Peter 1:7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness charity.  

2nd Peter 1:8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you 
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

They start out with faith resting in the cross, with an understanding of what it does for them.  Then their 
confidence in Christ motivates them to go out and bring forth the works necessary for the kingdom.  That 
conduct will bring persecution upon them, and identify them as part of the Little Flock.  They learn to 
have hope that will enable them to endure through confidence in the Word of God.  They will grow up in 
the Word of God so they understand what is happening and can be confident. 
 
In other words, don’t just have faith, but add all this fruit to your faith so that you are not barren nor 
unfruitful. 

 

2nd Peter 1:9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see 
afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.  

2nd Peter 1:10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make 
your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never 
fall:  

2nd Peter 1:11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.  

2 Peter is doing just what Hebrews, James, and 1 Peter are doing: looking toward that kingdom; looking 

for Israel’s promised kingdom, and how to get into that kingdom.  You can also look at 2 Peter 1:16-19. 
 
What would you say is the hope of the people in II Peter?  To get into the everlasting kingdom of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
There is someone trying to make his calling and election sure by continuing in some things, by adding to 
his faith.  You see, God had a calling and election, a purpose in that nation.  These people are a part of 

that program.   You say, “What about somebody who doesn’t make it, somebody who falls away in this 
program?”   He gets in and then he goes away like Ananias and Saphira.  (1 John 2:19) 
 
How does a man make his calling and election sure in the passage?  Well, you give diligence to the things 
he has just told you in Verses 5-9 to add to your faith.  In other words, he is talking about enduring.  
He’s talking about going on to perfection and growing and consistently going on.  
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By that performance, James 2 says, “Faith without works is dead so we see that a man is justified by 
works and not by faith only.”  It’s the same issue:  faith and works.  It’s the same program.   
 
You understand that is not the way a man is justified today.  It’s entirely different today.  
 
It was “faith plus works equals salvation” then.  It was a physical salvation into the kingdom.  It was a 
group of physical people like you and me (but they will be Jews), who will go into that kingdom.  In order 
to have a physical kingdom they had to have a physical salvation of a nation. 
 
It isn’t like you and me where we get all the spiritual blessings up front.  Israel is saved physically in 
order they might gain spiritual benefits and profits.  You and I are saved spiritually.  We are blessed with 
all spiritual blessings the moment we trust Christ and we get the physical benefits of that later, at the 
Rapture and on out into eternity when we get the positions in the heavenly places.  
 
So, we have the spiritual first and the physical later.  They have the physical first and the spiritual later.  
Matthew 24:13 
 

 

2nd Peter 1:12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in 
remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be 
established in the present truth.  

You will want to remember that passage because 2 Peter, (the last book Peter wrote), is written in light 
of the change in the program that has been administered through the Apostle Paul.  My point at this 
moment is that it is written to the Circumcision saints; it is written to Israel. 
 
The issue in II Peter is to grow in understanding of present truth, so they would have a sure confidence 
in their hope.  The basis for their hope is the Word; it has to be what God says.   

 
That is why in verses 15-21 he tells them their testimony is not based on their ideas.  They were there, 
and saw Him transfigured.  However their testimony is not to be based on the experience they had.  
They had a more sure word of prophecy, but the Scripture is more trustworthy.  He goes on to explain to 
them in chapters 2 and 3 about the false doctrine that will come against them, and how they must be 
prepared. 
 

Be established in the truth so you don’t fall away!   
 
I don’t know if you ever noticed that there are people who don’t believe in eternal security.  There are 
also people who think that if you don’t believe in eternal security you are not a Bible believer, but that 
isn’t true.  You can go to verse after verse after verse in that Bible where it teaches works with faith for 
salvation.  Did you ever wonder why so many people who carry and read a Bible don’t believe in eternal 
security?  Did you ever wonder why they can’t understand those verses about eternal security?  It’s 

because they read other verses that sound like you can lose it.   
 
Listen to Jimmy Swaggart sometime on the TV.  He reads verses and says, “See there.  You can lose your 
salvation unless you endure to the end.”   
 
You see, people, if you don’t rightly divide the word of God, if you don’t know what right division is all 
about, you will never be able to understand those parables.  Proverbs 26:7 
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2nd Peter 1:13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to 
stir you up by putting you in remembrance;  

2nd Peter 1:14 Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, 
even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.  

2nd Peter 1:15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my 
decease to have these things always in remembrance.  

Christ's Glory and the Prophetic Word 

2nd Peter 1:16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, 
when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  

2nd Peter 1:17 For he received from God the Father honour and glory, 
when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  

2nd Peter 1:18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when 
we were with him in the holy mount.  

Now if you want to see where the testimony that he is talking about there; about the kingdom majesty of 
Christ, where he saw that, what mountain he was in, there it is in chapter 17, in the book of Matthew.  
Peter says, hey, you remember what we saw on the Mount of Transfiguration, that was a testimony to 
the majesty of Christ and the surety of his coming in the glory of the father and so what we were 
preaching to you, although it has not materialized yet, it was true, because we were eye witnesses to it 
and then he goes on there, in verse 19. 
 
Peter says, “We went up on the mount of transfiguration and we saw with our eyes the glory of God the 
Father demonstrated on God the Son and we heard with our ears the declaration of God the Father that 
this is He.  We have eye witness and ear account.”  Then he says, “But.”  

 

2nd Peter 1:19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto 
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, 
until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:  

In other words, the scripture is more sure and reliable than their eyewitness experience on the mount of 
transfiguration.  Beware of miraculous demonstrations – you can see them, but it doesn’t make them 



right.  Peter says we saw, we were eyewitnesses of his glory and his majesty, but we have something 
better than that.  It is the word of God. 
 
2 Peter 1:19 – “We have also a more sure word of prophecy.”  What is he saying?  He is simply saying 
that even though they had the eyewitness account and they were there, they have something that is 
more sure than the eyewitness account.  You see, eyewitness accounts mean nothing in comparison with 
the written account of the word of God.  “We have a more sure word of prophecy.”  The word of God 
written down is more sure, (dependable, steadfast), than an eyewitness account.  Human experience is 
never the basis of your faith.  Your faith always has to be in the word of God. 
 
The idea is we were eye witnesses and we saw that on the Mount of Transfiguration, but we have 
something that is better than the eye witness account that we had on the Mount of Transfiguration, we 
have the word of God, the sure word of Prophecy.   
 
You go out there in the evening and the moon comes up; big 'ole harvest moon, you know, a big 'ole 
thing like that and you can't put your arms around it, so you put your arms around your wife, you know 
and she just goes to purring like a kitten and a little while later, you take your arms back and you have 
them in your pocket and she says, well what’s the matter, where did your romance go.  Well look at it, 
the moon is no bigger than a dime, now I can get my arms around it.  What’re you looking at me like 
that for?  That is an optical illusion, there is a name for that, it is a parallax, it is an optical illusion in the 
horizon and it goes up like that, but there is something that is sure, see.   
 
You go to Missouri; they say show me.  Well I can deceive you if all I have to do is show you, but you 
know there is something that is “more sure”, and that is that book; that is what Peter is saying.  So Christ 
gives them this time on the mount of transfiguration in order that they might receive the word of God, 
the word from the father in verse 5 and have a declaration about who he is.   
 
That ought to sink into you.  Peter said, “I’ve got eyewitness account.  I saw it and I heard it, but I’ve 
got something that is more sure – the Word of God.”  
 
Do you know something that is more sure than what you experience, what you see or hear?  It’s that 
book.  Christian people say, “If only I could see it or if the Lord would just open up the heavens and say 
it to me.” 
 
Peter says, “There is something better than that.  You have the written Word of God.”   
 
…whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, … 
 
He says, “It’s good for you to pay attention to the Word of God,” 
 
… as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, … 
 
Isn’t that what the Word of God is?  It’s sort of like “The entrance of thy word giveth light and giveth 
understanding to the simple.”  That old book comes in and is just like a light shining in a dark place.  
 
… until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: … 
 
People ask, “What in the world is that verse talking about?”  The day dawning is the glorious coming of 
Christ.  Malachi says it’s like the Sun of righteousness arising.  The day star over there in Revelation is 
the Lord Jesus Christ at his coming.   
 
Peter says that the truth of Christ’s coming must arise in these people’s hearts giving them that inner 
assurance that He is coming, assured by the Word of God.  As they spend time in the Word of God and 
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see the truth in the sure word of prophecy that He is coming and that they pay heed to that, it’s like a 
light that shines in the darkness and it gives them assurance that He is coming.  
 
Assured by that fact, then they are going to be alert to detect the gleams of the day breaking.  They’re 
going to be alert to catch the first rays of the sun as it comes up of His glorious return.  They are going 
to be on the ball to notice when He comes to see it.  They are going to be ready as they pay attention.   
 
As they take the more sure word of prophecy and give heed unto it, they are ready in that hope, that 
inner attitude in the heart, that inner subjective attitude of that day star rising.  They have that 
confidence and that assurance.  It keeps them ready.  They are not like that wicked servant that says in 
his heart, “My lord delays his coming.”  Here’s a man who has turned his back on the Word of God and 
the truth of God and walks in human viewpoint and self-will.    
 
But, these people in their hearts say, “He’s coming.  I need to be ready.  He’s coming.  I need to be 
faithful.  He’s coming.  It may be a while, but He’s coming so I need to take the provisions with me and 
always be ready.”   
 
That’s true of those people in that Tribulation.  But if it is true of them, how much more should it be true 
of us that we, too, are always ready.  Paul said to the Thessalonians that they were waiting for his Son 
from heaven.  1 Thessalonians 1:10, Titus 2:13, Philippians 3:20 
 

 

2nd Peter 1:20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of 
any private interpretation.  

It does not have any private origin or meaning.  It does not have its own interpretation.  It’s not its own 
ideas and it’s not its own words – no private interpretation. 
 
When he says that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation, what he is saying is no 
portion of the Scripture is to be isolated from the rest of the Word of God.  One verse is a part of all of 
the Word of God.  People tend to read a verse; and tell themselves that to understand it they need to dig 
way down into it, getting into the grammar, the syntax, and all that stuff.  The key is to look around for 
something else like it to help you out.  Compare verse with verse.  Look for something else in Scripture to 
shed light on it.   We are going to study later about what we will call truth from a remoter context, where 
you will learn how to compare the verses.  Definitions of words are fine and helpful to a point; but if you 
are going to understand the Scripture, you will have to interpret it by comparing verse with verse.  No 
verse stands by itself. 
 
When Peter says that no Scripture is of private interpretation, he does not mean that you do not have the 
right individually to understand the Scripture.  Private interpretation does not mean that I am not 
supposed to sit down by myself and interpret what God says.  That comes from Roman Catholicism which 
says you need “Holy Mother Church” to tell you what it means, using “no scripture is of private 
interpretation.”  What Peter means is that we do not take one verse and let it stand all by itself.  We 
always understand the Bible in the context of the whole Word of God.  So to understand a verse, 
compare it with other verses. 
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2nd Peter 1:21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.  

It came not by the will of men; it did not come out of man’s origin, but it came from God.  It came 
because God told them to write it down.  It did not have human origin. 
 
The origin of scripture is by the Holy Ghost.  God himself moved the men to be willing participants, to be 
willing to write down the very words that he wanted written down.  How did it happen that the men 
wrote down the very words that God wanted written down?  (And yet, they do it within the flavor of their 
own personalities.)  It was because God Almighty moved on them in such a way that he created their 
willing participation.  It is no wonder that when you are dealing with the word of God, you are dealing 
with God.  Look at 1 Corinthians 2:12-13. 
 
The Greek word that is translated moved in that passage is found in Acts 2:2 where it says, “a sound 
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind.”  That word rushing is the same word in II Peter in the context 
of “holy men being moved by the Holy Spirit” and here it describes the sound of the Spirit’s descent upon 
these people as rushing.  It is a word having to do with coming upon, taking them up, and moving them 
out, describing the power of the Holy Spirit in His activity of speaking through these people.  The same 
words are used to describe the process whereby the Word of God itself was inspired.   
 
So there is a tremendous connection between speaking in tongues here, and what the Bible says about 
the inspiration of the Scriptures. There are two things you want to remember about that.  The most 
dangerous element of the modern-day charismatic movement and Pentecostal movement is the element 
of speaking in tongues.   
 
Recently I said on the radio on our Bible Time broadcast that the most dangerous thing about the 
tongues-speaking is that it is the cultic doctrine of continuing inspiration.  We got kicked off the radio 
station for me saying that.  It’s what it is, though.  It is the idea that the Word of God is not complete.  
It’s the same doctrine that causes the Mormons to believe that Joseph Smith wrote a book that is equally 
inspired and authoritative as the Word of God.  It’s the same doctrine that causes the Christian Scientists 
to look at Mary Baker Eddy’s books as inspired works.   
 
The same doctrine that causes them to believe that the Bible is not complete, and that God is still 
speaking and revealing His will is the same doctrine that is taught when the tongues movement is taught, 
because that was what tongues were all about when they first showed up in Acts 2.  God the Holy Spirit 
was speaking through these people.  They spoke as the Spirit gave them utterance.  He put the words in 
their mouth, and it was literally God speaking through these people by the gift of tongues.  It was the 
filling of the Spirit and the gift of tongues that went on there.   
 
Come with me to 1 Corinthians13.  I know that the charismatic brethren jump up and down and scream 
and holler and throw rocks at you when you turn to this passage, but they need to face it, just like you 
and I need to face it and realize what it is saying.  Paul writes 1 Corinthians in Acts 19, right in the middle 
of the transition period.  At that time he hadn’t received all the revelation he was going to get, so notice 
what he says.  1 Corinthians 13:8 
 
2 Peter 1:21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
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One verse says Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and the other verse says it is given by the Holy 
Spirit.  How do you reconcile that?  The verses are saying the same thing:  it’s God the Holy Spirit who 
inspired the sixty-six books of the Word of God.  Acts 28:25-26 

 

 

2nd Peter: 2 

False Prophets and Teachers 

2nd Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, 
even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring 
in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themselves swift destruction.  

There are a bunch of false prophets on their way to Hell and they deny the Lord that bought them.  He 
made provision for them. 
 
“Privily,” (privately), under the cloak, (the guise), of godly teachers, they “bring in damnable heresies” 
and false doctrine.  Peter describes these people as dogs and pigs.  There are other verses and passages 
that say that.  Philippians 3:1-3 is a good passage to compare with these verses.  You will find that is 
what they are talking about.  Dogs and pigs refer to false prophets; and that is why, in Matthew 7:15, 
the subject of false prophets comes up again.  In this chapter He is warning the believers about them.  

 

2nd Peter 2:2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of 
whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.  

2nd Peter 2:3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words 
make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time 
lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.  

2nd Peter 2:4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast 
them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be 
reserved unto judgment;  

2nd Peter 2:5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth 
person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the 
world of the ungodly;  
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I had said that the expression “the sons of God” is a reference to angels in the Bible.  That statement 
was a little too broad.  What I should have said was that in the Old Testament the expression “the sons 
of God” is used over and over as a reference to angels.  The expression “the sons of God” as it is used in 
Genesis 6:2 is a reference to the angels that saw the daughters of men, etc.  See II Peter 2:4-5.  Do you 
see the connection between Noah and the angels (the angels that sinned)? 
 
According to Peter, the “old world” was the pre-flood world, before the deluge in Genesis 7.    I don’t 
want you to think that it wasn’t clear in the passage.  It is.  It is debated though, because most people 
never notice the passage in chapter 2 to figure out what it is.  Now because that is Noah’s flood, it 
doesn’t affect the passage in Genesis 1:1 that much.  The typology between Noah and Adam is 
something that most people never notice; it ought to bare some weight in your mind.   
 
The idea is there was a certain kind of a makeup of the planetary system, the climate, and so forth, on 
the planet before the flood.  The climactic atmospheric conditions were changed at the flood.  There 
were some tremendous changes that took place in the atmosphere, in the orbit, the earth on its axis, and 
all the rest, that took place at the time of the flood.  You know very well that today, different climactic 
conditions where people live affect how long they live. 
 

 

2nd Peter 2:6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes 
condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto 
those that after should live ungodly;  

Notice the association of angels that sinned being destroyed when God destroyed the world through the 
flood of Noah’s days.  What was their sin, and what happened?  Jude 6.  Jude 1:6-7. 

 

2nd Peter 2:7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation 
of the wicked:  

2nd Peter 2:8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing 
and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their 
unlawful deeds;)  

2nd Peter 2:9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be 
punished:  

2nd Peter 2:10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of 
uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, 
selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.  
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2nd Peter 2:11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, 
bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord.  

2nd Peter 2:12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken 
and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and 
shall utterly perish in their own corruption;  

They are natural, brute beasts fit for nothing but destruction.  That is a class of people that are just 
beasts.  

 

2nd Peter 2:13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they 
that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and 
blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they 
feast with you;  

2nd Peter 2:14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from 
sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with 
covetous practices; cursed children:  

The things that go in the holes of your body will determine what you are – what you eat, what you 
breath, what you see, and what you hear.  They will determine who you are and what you are. 
 
A brother said to me the other day, “Five years from now, you will be the same person you are now 
except for two things – the books you read and the people you meet and know”.  That is not 100% true, 
but it is about 99.4% true.  The things that will change you are the people you will meet and the books 
you will read.  The book you read better be the bible, because if it isn’t, it will be something that will pull 
you down.  You don’t want it to be something that will pull you down, but rather something that will build 
you up.  You want the people that you meet to be the right kind.  You don’t want to be a companion of 
fools. 
 
2 Peter 2:14 – “Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin.”  How would you like to be 
hooked on something that bad?  Do you know how that starts?  It just starts with a little look.  It starts 
with a little glance.  It starts with a little sip, and then with a puff on a little cigarette, and then with one 
lie.  It starts with just one thing, and then it goes to another.  You do it, and then you get adjusted to it, 
and then you do it again.  But this time, after you have done it several times, the stimulation is gone 
because the wages of sin are death.  You do it, and it kills you.  Sin is always deadening.   
 
Hebrews 11:25 tells you that there is pleasure in sin, but it is only for a season.  It does not last.  You do 
it, and then the stimulation begins to waver and wane away, so you have to do a little more and go a 
little further to get the stimulation and excitement back.  Then that begins to deaden away, so you have 
to do a little more to get the life and the excitement.  Then it dies away again, so you have to do a little 
more to get the life and the excitement.  It is that way with whatever sin you want to tell me about.  It 
starts out little.  Turn to James 1 and look at a passage of scripture that you need to know how to use.  
James 1:13-16 
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2nd Peter 2:15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, 
following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of 
unrighteousness;  

Notice the reference to Balaam in 2 Peter 2:15.  Compare II Peter Chapter 2 with the book of Jude.  You 
will see references to Sodom and Gomorrah precede the passages we just read just as they do in Jude 
verses 6 and 7.  Jude 1:8 
 

 

2nd Peter 2:16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking 
with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet.  

2nd Peter 2:17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried 
with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.  

2nd Peter 2:18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, 
they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, 
those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.  

2nd Peter 2:19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are 
the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the 
same is he brought in bondage.  

2nd Peter 2:20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the 
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they 
are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with 
them than the beginning.  

2nd Peter 2:21 For it had been better for them not to have known the 
way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the 
holy commandment delivered unto them.  
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2nd Peter 2:22 But it is happened unto them according to the true 
proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that 
was washed to her wallowing in the mire.  

That proverb about the dog and the sow is said to be true of these certain people he is talking about.  
They’re just like dogs and pigs.  Do you know whom he is talking about in that chapter?  Look back to 
verse 1. 

 

 

2nd Peter: 3 

The Day of the Lord Will Come 

2nd Peter 3:1 This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in 
both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance:  

2nd Peter 3:2 That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken 
before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the 
apostles of the Lord and Saviour:  

He says, “I want you to remember what the Old Testament prophets say and what I say.”  He does not 
consider that there would be any gap between them, but total equality.  There is something interesting in 
the above verses about dispensationalism.  Peter says, “I stir up your pure minds by way of 
remembrance; be mindful what the Old Testament prophets said and what I am saying.”  Peter is not 
giving them a new revelation of a mystery, and he is not commending them to the mystery to follow it.  
He is reminding them about something that is in your Old Testament prophets that he, as an apostle of 
Christ, learned and preached – the kingdom message.  He is reminding them about it even now.   
 
So, when you get down to 2 Peter 3:15,16 and he talks to them about this stuff that Paul gave him, do 
not always assume that he is just turning them over to Paul.  That is not what he is doing.  (If you do not 
know what he is doing, you need to work on that passage for awhile and figure it out.)  My point to you 
is that Peter considered what he was saying as equal to the Old Testament. 

 

2nd Peter 3:3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days 
scoffers, walking after their own lusts,  

Again, this book has to do with the last days of Prophecy, and with the carrying out of the program that 
was taught by both the Lord Jesus Christ when He was on earth, and by the twelve apostles.  It has to 
do with the ministry committed by Christ to the twelve, and by them to these believers.  That middle wall 
is back up; Israel is back in prominence; and their program is being brought to fruition. 
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2nd Peter 3:4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since 
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation.  

Now, I want you to notice two passages where there are two great issues that are going to show up 
before the Second Coming of Christ, just before Christ comes at His Second Advent back to the earth.  
The crucifixion of Christ takes place.  (See Right Division Chart.)  He ascends into heaven.  Then the 
Body of Christ is formed and is raptured out.  The Tribulation period is next and then the Second Coming 
of Christ and His Kingdom.  This period of time is called the "Last days," and in that period of time there 
are going to be two overriding issues.  One of them is in 2 Peter chapter 3. 
 
In this time period, the issue is going to be the Second Coming of Christ, and there is going to be a 
bunch of saints running around out there saying that "He’s coming."  There will be a bunch of scoffers 
asking: When is He coming - if He’s coming.  Everything is going on just the same since the fathers died 
back there, and He hasn’t come yet, but you’re saying He’s going to come.  When is He coming?  Where 
is the sign of His coming?  
 
The Second Advent is going to be an issue; in fact, even the time element is identified in the Scriptures 
back there.  Another issue is in Amos 8:11-12. 

 

2nd Peter 3:5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of 
God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water 
and in the water: (original creation) 

2nd Peter 3:6 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with 
water, perished:  

2nd Peter 3:7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the 
same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of 
judgment and perdition of ungodly men.  

Some creationists contend that if you believe in the Gap Theory, (despite the fact that it has been the 
view of Christian people as far back as we can remember), you are an evolutionist.  That is a bit of a bold 
statement.  The creationists say the passage is speaking about the flood of Noah’s day as is mentioned 
back in II Peter 2:4, 5.  But the people who believe in the Gap Theory believe that the verse in 2 Peter 
3:4-7 is talking about what happen at the beginning of creation.  “The world that then was” is the world 
in the beginning of creation.  The scoffer says everything is going like it always has; and they do not 
recognize that the earth has been destroyed with a flood, and that it is the one there in Genesis 1:2.  To 
be honest with you, you can expound on that passage, and can hardly tell the difference.  When you 
finish looking at it, you can see it could be both of them; and that might not be far from the truth.  Next 
time we will go over some reasons for believing in the Gap Theory, one excellent reason for not believing 
it, and then I will show you something that perhaps can settle the issue for you; although nobody who is 
a science worshipping church man will believe it.   
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If you believe in the Gap Theory people usually take that passage and apply it to Genesis 1:1, 2; you 
have the earth originally, and then it is flooded with water.  If you do not believe in the Gap Theory, you 
apply this passage to Noah’s flood.  Brother, if you want to see fur fly, let the two different groups get to 
talking about this passage; they immediately get to be enemies, and go after each other.  When you read 
that passage one time, and you say it is Genesis 1; then you say, well, it is Noah.  It is tuff to figure out 
what it is.  That is indicative of the fact that there is nothing really clear and conclusive about the gap.  
There is nothing that really says there is one, so that it cannot be questioned.  That passage in Isaiah 
45:18, Whitcomb does not do such a good job getting rid of it.  But still, something happened, but what 
happened?  There is nothing conclusive, but there are a lot of little streams of information, and I want 
you to see some of them.  
 
I mentioned that the passage is strongly debated.  It is very difficult to figure out what it is:  whether it is 
the reference to Genesis chapter 1, or whether it is a reference to Genesis 7, and the flood there.  I 
didn’t mean to leave you with the impression that I didn’t know what I thought about the passage. This 
passage is debated, and it is difficult to just read that passage and to figure out where it goes; and that’s 
why there is a lot of debate.  But it isn’t difficult if you read II Peter to know what that passage is a 
reference to.  That passage is a reference to the flood in Noah’s day. The way I know that is by 
comparing Scripture with Scripture.  “…the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water 
and in the water.”  “The old heaven:”  what is that?  Notice chapter 2, verse 4.  2 Peter 2:4-5. 
 
Notice the heavens and the earth that were of old perished.  That is the heavens and earth before the 
flood. 
 
There was the old world, (2 Peter 2:5 – God spared not the old world in Noah’s day).  And now there is 
Noah going into a new world.  A tremendous amount of change has taken place in the world.  
Geographic changes have taken place.  The flood has wreaked havoc with the earth.  There are 
astrological changes.  The earth is tilted on its axis.  There were climactic changes that will tremendously 
change man’s life.  That is one of two or three reasons for the beginning immediately of the lifespan of 
men to decrease.  After the flood longevity is no longer something man possesses—living eight or nine 
hundred years.  Man’s longevity immediately begins to fade off rapidly. 
 
 

 

2nd Peter 3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one 
day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day.  

2nd Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some 
men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  (Promises of 

kingdom blessings= postponed) 

Peter and the others had been looking for that kingdom to come.  They had been preaching about it and 
teaching about it, and it hadn’t come.  They thought it was going to come quickly.  Those brethren were 
still waiting for it, and decided the Lord just didn’t mean what He said.  Peter said he had not taught 
them a bunch of cunningly devised fables.  He said he had not made up a lot of slick stuff to give them.  
Peter had the Word of God, and God was not slack as men count slackness, but He is longsuffering to 
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mankind, not willing that any should perish, but all should come to repentance.  That’s Acts 17 again.  
God is holding back His wrath for a long time.  How does Peter know about that?  See verse 15. 
 
In chapter 3 they are warned about those who will scoff at the time element; the delay in the prophetic 
program will produce scoffers. 

 

2nd Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; 
in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that 
are therein shall be burned up.  

2nd Peter 3:11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness,  

2nd Peter 3:12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of 
God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat?  

That passage is talking about the second coming of Christ after the rapture of the church, and Peter 
describes the heavens and the earth melting away.  Yet Revelation 20 describes that as being at the end 
of the millennium.  In order to shorten this so that we can get on with our lesson, the day of wrath is 
seen in prophecy as extending more and more, but is interrupted by the beginning of the earthly 
kingdom.  It then resumes, and culminates in that final judgment.  
 
When Paul talks about the “day of wrath,” he is not only speaking about the tribulation period; but in 
Romans 2 he is speaking about the ultimate culmination of the righteous judgment of God Almighty.  
Therefore, the day of the Lord extends from the great tribulation all the way over to the Great White 
Throne Judgment.  That whole period of time is described in your Bible as the day of the Lord.  That 
term the day of the Lord means it is the time in which the Lord Jesus Christ gets everything that is 
coming to Him, and everything else is brought low.  We are presently living in man’s day, but from the 
time of the tribulation all the way to the great white throne judgment is the day of the Lord.  That is the 
day when He gets exalted.  That day is a time of wrath, it’s interrupted by the thousand years of peace, 
when the kingdom on earth is ruled by Christ from the throne of David, but it breaks out again after that.  
So when you are reading Revelation 20, you are reading about the day of wrath and the revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God that Paul was talking about in Romans 2.   
 
Paul expected that to take place without that thousand-year interruption.  He expected that kingdom to 
go right on after Christ returned to earth - into eternity.  Revelation tells us about this thousand-year 
inter-calendar period that is stuck in there.  When we study Revelation, you will see why that is there. 
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2nd Peter 3:13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.  

Final Words 

2nd Peter 3:14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, 
be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and 
blameless.  

2nd Peter 3:15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is 
salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the 
wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;  

What does Paul speak about in all his epistles?  Where do you read in Paul’s epistles about the 
longsuffering of God?  When he is explaining what is going on today, Paul is explaining how God is 
holding back His wrath.  If you want to understand the details of God’s longsuffering,  Paul’s epistles is 
where you get it.  Peter is not telling those people that they were involved in what Paul was preaching.  
He was telling them, the reason their program had been delayed was because of that program of grace.  
Peter was not claiming to be a part of it.  He was telling them, “our program is being delayed, while 
theirs is in effect.”  But the point is that even Peter recognizes that Paul’s message explains the 
longsuffering.   
 
I went over all that so that you understand that Paul begins with the “the wrath of God is revealed,” not 
on earth.  The wrath hasn’t been poured out.  But the wrath has been revealed from heaven in Paul’s 
message today.   
 
Paul assumes that you understand that his ministry marks a basic change in God’s program and God’s 
attitude toward the world.  So he starts with the issue of wrath, which is exactly what men deserve but 
don’t get.  If you started with Israel, you would start with something else, but Paul is the apostle of the 
Gentiles, the people who were on the wrong side of the middle wall of partition, the Uncircumcision. 
 
As he moves into the next two chapters, you will see him describe how they walk in their ignorance, in 
their own ways.  He tells how they deserve nothing but wrath, and though that day is coming, God by His 
grace has provided the good news of salvation and deliverance from that wrath. 
 
People get all bent out of shape about verse 15, about which epistle that is, and they think it is the book 
of Hebrews.  But, it is interesting to me that Peter had all of Paul’s epistles, and he had them for some 
time.  I know Peter and all of those people had Paul’s epistles for some time because they are studying 
them.  That is interesting. 
 
The longsuffering of God is explained by the ministry of the Apostle Paul.  II Peter was written to help 
them grow in understanding of why their prophesied program was delayed, and the explanation of that is 
in what was committed to Paul; it is a dispensational issue.  That is why Peter closes the book with the 
verse everyone likes to quote. 
 
God has delayed His wrath, held back His wrath.  Why?  Because there are some people that He 
foreknew—us, the members of the body of Christ.  God has delayed His wrath, and Israel getting her 



inheritance, because before the foundation of the world, God Almighty foreknew a bunch of people called 
the church the body of Christ who He determined before the foundation of the world that He is going to 
show mercy to.  And He is going to have a purpose to be accomplished in the dispensation of grace that 
will be accomplished; and when it is accomplished, then Israel will get their inheritance.  This purpose 
and this showing of mercy in the dispensation of grace has to be accomplished before the wrath is 
poured out and before Israel gets her inheritance, and that is the issue.   
 
God has chosen some vessels of mercy—some vessels to honor—that He hadn't told anybody about 
before, and that is the body of Christ.  Paul is saying: Hey, you saw how God in time past delayed Israel's 
inheritance so He could show mercy on some Israelites, and so He could accomplish His purpose—being 
magnified among the Gentiles.  He said: God today has postponed that kingdom because He is showing 
His longsuffering.  He is holding back His wrath in order to show mercy on the church the body of Christ 
in the dispensation of grace, and accomplishing a purpose that He has in this dispensation of grace.  The 
time element is right, and there is real frustration in that question:  Now what is going on?  Who has 
resisted His will?  And Paul explains in Romans 9:20.  Romans 9:20 
 

 

2nd Peter 3:16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these 
things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they 
that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other 
scriptures, unto their own destruction.  

"as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.”  It is obvious that Peter considers 
Paul’s writings part of scripture just like the other scriptures.  I am trying to say to you that when the 
New Testament writers look out and see the other guys writing books, they say, “Hey, that is scripture 
too.” 
 
Do you see Peter’s estimation of what Paul wrote?  Peter said that they take Paul’s epistles and they twist 

them like they do the other scriptures.  (If I am twisting this epistle like I do the other scripture, I 
obviously consider what I am twisting to be scripture.)    The apostle Peter obviously considered the 
epistles of the apostle Paul to be scripture.  Notice that Peter had all of Paul’s epistles that were written 
at that time according to 2 Peter 3:16. 
 
By the way, these epistles were not written to Peter, nor were all of Paul’s epistles written to the 
Jerusalem church.  Paul’s epistles were written to the Gentile churches, and then copies were made, and 
Peter got copies of them back down in Palestine.  Peter was not the only one that had copies, but all of 
the people to whom Peter is writing to had the copies too.  They were studying them, and they were 
getting messed up by not rightly dividing the word. 
 
When Paul says to rightly divide the word, there is scripture in their hands, part of what is the prophetic 
program and part of what is the mystery program, and they have to rightly divide it.  That book is being 
written and it is being copied and placed into their hands.  Then, those copies are being distributed far 
and wide, and they are recognized, at that time, as being the word of God.  Peter calls these copies of 
Paul’s epistles scripture – equal with the other scriptures.  The only way in the world it could happen is 
just to have a bunch of people with copies of Paul’s epistles and copies of the rest of the word of God.  
They have copies and none of them are the original manuscripts.   
 
If you think Peter is referring to the original manuscripts there, then you have Peter, a circumcision 
apostle, who stole the Gentile church’s epistles and has them with him.  (You know better than that!) 
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The subject of verse 16 is “as also in all his epistles.”  People study them and twist them like the other 
scriptures.  “His epistles” in verse 16 are clearly considered to be scripture.  Peter has them and the 
people that Peter is writing to in the Jewish church have them, and they have had them for some time 
because they had them long enough to study them. 
 
There are other passages that you will be able to locate in your own study that will bear these things out.  
I am not trying to give you all of them, but I am trying to give you some that came to my mind as I 
studied these things.  I just picked these out, and I think these verses will help you.  Look at 1 Timothy 
4:13-16. 

 

2nd Peter 3:17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things 
before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the 
wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.  

2nd Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

61 പത്രൊസ് എഴുതിയ രണ്ടാം ലേഖനം 

അദ്ധ്യായം :1 

Greeting 

Confirm Your Calling and Election 

Christ's Glory and the Prophetic Word 

പത്രൊസ് എഴുതിയ രണ്ടാം ലേഖനം അദ്ധ്യായം :2 

False Prophets and Teachers 

പത്രൊസ് എഴുതിയ രണ്ടാം ലേഖനം അദ്ധ്യായം :3  

The Day of the Lord Will Come 

Final Words 

--------------------------------------------------- 
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