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INTRODUCTION 
 

Of this we can be most thankful; that God has not left His creatures in 
darkness, ignorant and uninformed. The Lord has spoken. The Bible, the Book we 
hold in our hands, is the very Word of God, just as truly the Word of God as were 
He to speak audibly from heaven. We discover, as we study this Book, that He has 
spoken again and again, and used various means to reveal Himself. The Epistle to 
the Hebrews opens with these words: 
 

"God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son." 

 
The purpose of these lessons is to study some of the "sundry times" and also 

the "divers manners" in which God has spoken, calling attention to the changes in 
His program for His people. 
 

At the end of the book is a chart that has been included to help you gain an 
overall perspective of these various times and manners in which the Lord has 
spoken. The chart is directly correlated with the lessons themselves to aid you in 
your study of the Scriptures. 
 

At the end of each lesson is a worksheet with questions relating to the material 
just covered. Though you may know the answers already, and though the answers 
may even be stated in the lesson text, if you take the time to look up each 
reference and record your answers on the worksheet, it will make the study much 
more profitable to you. 
 

May the Lord use these lessons to bless you in the study of His Word. Our 
admonition to you is that which was given to the nation of Israel in the opening 
verses of the book of the prophet Isaiah, 
 

"Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lord has spoken." 
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SECTION I 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ 
 

LESSON 1 
 

The Person of the Lord Jesus Christ 
 
In reading any book it is good to know the author and the Bible is no exception. 

The Author of the Book is God and in it He has revealed Himself so that we may 
know Him. This knowledge is imperative and essential. In His great high-priestly 
prayer Jesus said, "And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent" (John 17:3). Dr. Bullinger has written 
an article on "The Christian's Greatest Need." In it he states that our greatest need 
is to know God, and God can only be known through His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Christ Himself said, "Neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, 
and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him" (Matthew 11:27). Coming to Christ 
and putting our trust in Him and in the work He accomplished for us at Calvary we 
are saved by the grace of God and born into God's family. As newborn babes we 
are then to desire the sincere milk of the Word so that we may grow thereby. The 
child of God should be growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. This is accomplished by feeding on the Word, going from 
the milk to the meat, and becoming strong, mature and stalwart in the Christian 
life. Sadly, many never get off the milk diet, never develop, and remain spiritual 
babies. This must surely be a heartbreak to their heavenly Father. 

 
It is fitting that our first lessons should deal with the Person of God's Son, our 

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. It is God's desire that He should have the pre-
eminence in all things and it is certainly our desire that He should be pre-eminent 
in these lessons; that every eye should see Him and hearts set aflame with love 
for Him. He is the great and grand subject of Scripture and it is important that we 
have proper thoughts of Him. Newell writes: "There are two great truths you must 
hold fast; the truth about our Lord's Person and the truth about His Work." Jesus 
asked the question, “What think ye of Christ?" and we ought to be certain we have 
the right answer. John Newton has well written: 
 

"What think ye of Christ?" is the test  
To try both your state and your scheme; 

You cannot be right in the rest,  
Unless you think rightly of Him. 

 
The Bible clearly teaches that the Babe born at Bethlehem, who lived among 

men as Jesus of Nazareth, was indeed Almighty God in human form. The prophet 
Micah, foretelling His birth, said, "Whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting" (5:2). The gospel of John, which presents the Divinity and Deity of 
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Jesus, opens with this tremendous statement: "In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." The One referred to in this 
verse as "the Word" is none other than the Lord Jesus. This will also be His name 
at His second coming, for we read, "And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in 
blood; and his name is called The Word of God" (Revelation 19:13). There are 
three things to be noted in John 1:1: 
 
1 ) He was in the beginning. In I John 1:1 we also read of a beginning and there it 

refers to the beginning of Christ's earthly ministry. In Genesis 1:1 the reference 
is to the beginning of the creation. Here in John 1:1 we are taken back to ages 
past. This is really a beginning without a beginning. The Word (Gr. Logos) is 
the eternally existing Christ. 

 
2) He was with God. He was with God the Father and with God the Holy Ghost, for 

as God the Son He was a member of the Holy Trinity. Genesis 1:26 reads: "And 
God said, let us make man in our image, after our likeness." The plural 
pronouns in this verse indicate the three Persons of the Godhead. 

 
3)  He was God. Words could not be plainer in expressing the Deity of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. "And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness; God 
was manifest in the flesh" (I Tim. 3:16). 

 
    The Lord Jesus, who was the Eternal Word, was truly God and Creator as well.  
In the third verse of this first chapter of John’s Gospel is written:  “All things were 
made by him, and without him was not anything made that was made." It was the 
Trinity which said, "Let us ... make," but God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, was 
the active agent in creation. There are many Scriptures which state this, such as 
Colossians 1:16, "For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that 
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers; all things were created by him, and for him." Also, 
Hebrews 1:2 affirms that "God ... hath in these last days spoken unto us 
(Hebrews) by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he 
made the worlds." Christ is the Great God and Mighty Maker of all things. He is the 
Eternal One. He is "the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is 
Holy" (Isaiah 57:15). On the isle of Patmos He introduced Himself to John with the 
words "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, 
which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty" (Revelation 1:8). 
 

There is a precious statement made in Hebrews 13:8, where we read: "Jesus 
Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for ever." It is good to know that midst 
all the changing scenes around there is One who is unchanging. He proved to His 
people of old that, regardless of their changing attitudes, He was ever the same 
faithful and dependable God. He proves today also that amid the vicissitudes of 
life He is the same steadfast, loving, forgiving Saviour who merits our full trust, 
love and confidence. He will be forever the same. He can say, "For I am the Lord, I 
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change not" (Malachi 3:6). But now we would ask the question: Does the fact that 
Christ is ever the same as to His person, pathos, and power mean that His 
dealings with mankind are always the same? The answer is no. We should give 
heed to the different ways in which Christ is viewed and to the dissimilar programs 
for His people. It is interesting that Hebrews 13:8 is followed by these words: "Be 
not carried about with divers and strange doctrines." There are those with divers 
and strange doctrines who quote the 8th verse to support their fancied healing 
programs. They say that when Jesus was here on earth He healed all who were 
brought to Him, and since He is always the same He heals today in the same way. 
Jesus Christ is indeed ever the same, but they fail to see that in His dealings with 
mankind He does not always act in the same way. He was not acting in the same 
capacity when here in the flesh in the form of a servant as He was in eternity past 
when in the form of God. He will not be acting in the stone capacity in the future 
when speaking to the nations in His wrath as He is today when speaking to them 
in mercy and grace. And His instructions or marching orders for His people do 
change with the changing times. 
 

In Philippians 2:5 -7 is the great passage on the self-humbling of Christ. We 
read: 
 

"Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus; who being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God; but made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men." 

 
    Here is found the Doctrine of the Kenosis. This title comes from the Greek in the 
expression "made himself of no reputation" which really means "emptied himself." 
This does not mean He divested Himself of His Deity. Not in the least. He was just 
as much God when walking the dusty trails of Galilee as when seated on His 
eternal throne and creating all things. Scofield says: "Nothing in this passage 
teaches that the Eternal Word (John 1:1) emptied Himself of either His divine 
nature, or His attributes, but only of the outward and visible manifestation of the 
Godhead." In time prior to His birth at Bethlehem He was in the form of God, and 
on an equality with God as a member of the God-head Three. John 4:24 states 
that "God is a Spirit" so before His incarnation Christ had no physical body, but 
coming into the world He came in the body prepared for Him in the womb of the 
virgin. He lived among men in that body, was put to death in that body, and rose 
from the dead in bodily form, but it was now a glorified body no longer subject to 
natural laws. He ascended in that body and now there is something new in 
heaven. There is a Man in the Glory. "For there is one God, and one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus" (I Timothy 2:5). Notice the one 
mediator is not the woman of the assumption but the Man of the Ascension, the 
Man Christ Jesus. And when He comes again to earth He will come in a body with 
the marks of Calvary on that body. 
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We contemplate with awe this mystery of godliness, God manifest in the flesh, 
and we bow in wonder. This is holy ground and we put off the shoes from our feet. 
The great Creator humbling Himself, taking upon Him creature form, in order that 
He might die and atone for the creature's sins. After one of his sermons a woman 
came to Dr. McKay and said, "I can't accept that." He replied, "You can't accept 
what?" "Well," she said, "this idea of God punishing an innocent man for the 
misdeeds of the guilty; that isn't right." Dr. McKay said, "Madam, it is not the case 
of God punishing an innocent man for guilty men. On the cross we see the 
offended God Himself, the One who had been sinned against, taking our humanity 
and dying in order that the guilt of His creatures might be taken away." "But is that 
right?" "Madam," replied he, "It is love." Yes, it was infinite love that brought the 
Saviour down from the ivory palaces above and into this world of sin and woe. It 
was love that caused Him to live here among men, despised and rejected and 
hated without a cause.  It was love that led Him to Calvary to suffer and die, 
shedding His precious blood for our sins. We can say, "He loved me, and gave 
Himself for me." What should be our response to this love? We ought to love Him 
in return and to prove our love by living in a way that pleases Him. 
 

One never tires of reading in the gospels of the wonderful life lived by the 
Saviour while here on earth. The Apostle John had this wonderful life in view when 
he wrote: "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth" (John 
1:14). We read of the mighty works He performed, listen to the words of grace that 
fell from His lips, see Him ministering to the needs of those around, and we bow in 
worship and exclaim, "Truly this was the Son of God." And yet, the life lived by 
Jesus, sinless and God-pleasing though it was, could not save us. "Without the 
shedding of blood is no remission" (Hebrews 9:22), and "Except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit" (John 12:24). Sinners are saved, not by Christ's life, but by His death. The 
gospel is that Christ died for our sins and that Christ died for the ungodly. Further, 
in considering Jesus' wonderful life, and as much as we may profit from the record 
of it, we must recognize that when here in the flesh He was not sent to us 
Gentiles. He said: "I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel" 
(Matthew 15:24). When here as King of the Jews, their Messiah, He confined His 
ministry to that people. Paul wrote: "Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of 
the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the 
fathers" (Romans 15:8). 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ had come as Israel's long-awaited Messiah, the one 
who was to save them from their enemies, and while here He confined His ministry 
to that nation. We are not to think, however, that His life did not concern us 
Gentiles, for we do have a deep interest in it. By His sinlessness, as the Lamb 
without spot or blemish, He proved that He was competent to deal with our sins 
and to put them away by the sacrifice of Himself. Then, too, the fact that He was 
once here in this wilderness scene, tested and tried as we, is that which qualifies 
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Him as our great High Priest, now to appear in the presence of God for us. And 
because of His experience, having walked where we walk, He knows and 
understands, and in our time of trouble can come alongside and give the help 
needed. The late Dr. Hallman has written: "Christ was tempted in all points like as 
we sin excepted. His round of temptations gives Him experiential knowledge of our 
conflicts; so his sympathy is not just the pity of an on-looker, but the compassion 
of a fellow-sufferer." The Scripture says: "For we have not an high priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin" (Hebrews 4:15). The double negative "not" and 
"cannot" express a strong affirmative: "We have a high priest who can be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities." Because of His experience, akin to ours, He 
knows and understands.  Stuart Hutchinson tells of a boy who lost his right hand, 
and was so humiliated he wanted no one to see him.  His father suggested that a 
certain minister come and see him, but the boy rebelled against it.  Finally, the 
father sent for this minister, and when he came the boy saw that he too had lost 
his right hand.  Then there was an immediate bond of sympathy.  The minister 
could say, “I know how it feels.”  
 

LESSON 1 - WORKSHEET 
 
1.  What is the name by which Jesus Christ is called in John 1:1?  In Rev. 19:13?  
 
2.  What three things are declared concerning this Word in John 1:1? 
 
3. What great work did the Son of God do, according to John 1:3; Eph. 3:9; Col. 

1:16, 17 and Heb. 1:2? 
 
4. What truth do we learn by reading John 1:1; 20:28; Rom. 9:5; Heb. 1:8; I John 

5:20; Rev. 1:8 and Isa. 9:6? 
 
5. In the light of your answers to questions 3 and 4, how would you explain the 

word "us" in Genesis 1:26? 
 
6. According to Heb. 13:8, what is Jesus Christ yesterday, today and forever? 
 
7.  Read Rev. 1:8 and complete the statement: Christ said He was and …………,      
the ………… and the …………, which …………, and which …………, and which 
…………, the ………… 
 
8. In Malachi 3:6 what does God say He does not do? 
 
9. Mark these statements true or false: 
 
[  ] Heb. 13:8 means that Christ is always the same insofar as His Deity and 

eternality is concerned. 
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[  ]  Heb. 13:8 means that Christ is always the same in His dealing with His people 
and with the human race. 
 
10. In what form was Christ before His incarnation? Phil. 2:6, and read also John 

4:24. 
 
11.  Read Phil. 2:7,8; John 1:14; I Tim. 3:16 and fill in these blanks: Christ took  

upon Him the form of a …………He was made in the likeness of ………… He 
was found in fashion as a ………… The Word was made ………… God was 
manifest in the ………… 

 
12. Did the eternal, unchanging Christ have a physical body before His entrance 

into the world at Bethlehem? ………… Did He have one afterward?  Who 
prepared this body for Him to enter into, Heb. 10:5? 

 
NOTE: The body which was formed in the womb of the Virgin Mary was as much a 
direct creative act of God as was the body He prepared for the first man Adam. 
Neither Joseph nor Mary contributed anything to the formation of that body; 
therefore He did not inherit any sin, and the blood which flowed in His veins and 
which was poured out at Calvary was untainted and incorruptible. 
 
13. Of whose seed was Christ made according to the flesh, Rom. 1:3? ………… 
     He was also the seed of whom, Gal. 3:16? Of whom did Christ come as 

concerning the flesh, Rom. 9:5? 
 
14. To whom did Christ say He was sent, Matt. 15:2? 
 
15. What is Christ called in Rom. 15:8? 
 
 

LESSON 2 
 

The Work of the Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ is the One referred to in Isaiah 57:15 as "the high and 
lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy." As a member of the Holy 
Trinity the Lord Jesus Christ was from eternity in the form of God. "But when the 
fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under the law." There was a twofold 
purpose in Christ's coming out of eternity into time and to the earth His hands had 
made. First of all, He came to be the Redeemer, the Saviour of the world, to put 
away man's sin by the sacrifice of Himself. Then, secondly, He came to set up His 
kingdom on earth; that kingdom which had been prophesied and long awaited, 
when Israel would be head among the nations and when the Lord Jesus as their 
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Messiah would be on David's throne and ruling in righteousness. God had made a 
covenant with David assuring him that one of his seed would sit on his throne and 
that his kingdom would be unending. The Lord Jesus was that promised seed. He 
was "made of the seed of David according to the flesh" (Romans 1:3). The angel 
said to Mary, “And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb and bring forth a son, 
and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of 
the Highest; and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David; 
and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall 
be no end" (Luke 1:31-33). He came to take the throne, but instead of the throne 
wicked men put Him to death on the cross. But death could not hold the Prince of 
life and on the third day He rose triumphant from the grave. In Peter's Pentecostal 
message he said that David prophesied Christ's resurrection, and that God had 
sworn with an oath to raise up Christ to sit on his throne. Thus Christ was raised 
up twice in the midst of Israel. In His incarnation He was raised up from Mary's 
womb to sit on David's throne, and in His resurrection He was raised up from 
Joseph's tomb to sit on David's throne, and the day is surely coming when He will 
sit on David's throne and rule over Israel and the nations. 
 

The first question in the New Testament was asked by the wise men following 
Jesus' birth. They came to Jerusalem saying, "Where is he that is born King of the 
Jews?" (Matthew 2:2). At the triumphal entry the people shouted His praise and 
cried, “Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord" (John 
12:13). At His death on the cross the superscription was written over Him, "Jesus 
of Nazareth the King of the Jews" (John 19:19).  John Baptist was Christ's 
forerunner and he came preaching "the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 
3:2). When the twelve apostles were sent forth they were told to preach "the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 1.0:7). There can be no kingdom without 
a king and the reason the kingdom was then at hand was because the King was at 
hand. When here in the flesh the Lord Jesus was here as King of the Jews and 
during that time His ministry was restricted to the Jewish people. He instructed the 
twelve not to go to the Gentiles but only to Israel (Matthew 10:5-6). He told the 
Syrophenician woman that He was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel (Matthew 15:24). In fact, He told her that it wasn't proper to take the 
children's bread (Israel) and cast it to dogs (Gentiles). Many Gentiles become 
upset when they hear that, but not this dear Greek woman. She told the Lord that 
what He said was the truth; that as a Gentile she had no claim on Israel's Messiah, 
that she would be content with some crumbs. 
 

In John 1:11 we read, "He came unto his own." His own were the chosen, 
covenant people, the nation Israel. He was a man approved of God among them 
by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by Him in their midst. Christ 
told them, "The works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works 
that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me" (John 5:36). In addition 
to the testimony of His works there was also the testimony of the Scriptures. The 
Lord said, "Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life; and 
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they are they which testify of me" (John 5:39). The holy writer had them in mind 
when he wrote they had "tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the age 
to come" (Hebrews 6:5). The miraculous powers shown by Christ were a foretaste 
of the coming kingdom. Surely they should have known Him, but how tragic the 
words that conclude John 1:11, "His own received him not." At times the multitude 
did throng His way and even shouted His praise, but mainly for the loaves and 
fishes or to see a miracle. The above verse from Hebrews indicates they were like 
many in the churches today, who are only "tasters" and not "drinkers." They have 
never knelt to drink deeply at the well of salvation, just a bit of a taste, a mere 
profession, and perhaps soon turn away. 
 

John Bunyan has written an article titled "Grace Abounding to the Chief of 
Sinners…or... the Jerusalem Sinners Saved." In it he points out that the first ones 
to whom the gospel was preached after Christ's resurrection were the very ones 
who had rejected Him and demanded His death. On the day of Pentecost the 
Apostle Peter charged this Jewish audience with having crucified Jesus, the 
Christ. When they were convicted and cried out "What shall we do?" he told them 
to repent and to be baptized for the remission of sins. This is not God's message 
for today, but it was for that time. Thousands of those Jews, both then and later, 
responded to the message and were forgiven, but there was not national 
repentance. Israel had rejected Christ but He had not yet rejected them. On the 
cross He had prayed, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do" (Luke 
23:34). The Father heard and answered that prayer and Israel was forgiven and 
given another opportunity. In a later message to the leaders of the nation Peter 
stated, "The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a 
tree. Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to 
give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins" (Acts 5:30-31). Israel was being 
given one more chance to receive their King but turned a deaf ear. The purpose of 
the book of Acts is not to show the birth and growth of the church, but to show the 
decline and fall of Israel, and the reason they were set aside. The book of Acts is 
also referred to as covering the transition but there is really no transition in the 
early chapters. The kingdom which before had been preached is now offered but 
is violently refused. Israel's rejection of the renewed offer reaches its peak with the 
stoning of Stephen, for immediately thereafter we begin to see a movement away 
from that nation. 
 

Israel had rejected the testimony of John Baptist, of the Lord Himself, of Peter 
and the twelve, and now there is one final appeal through Stephen. The answer to 
this entreaty was to stone Stephen to death and this marked the end of Israel's 
day. To Israel God had said, "All day long have I stretched forth my hands unto a 
disobedient and gainsaying people." Israel's long day as the God-favored nation is 
at an end. A new apostle, Paul, comes to the fore and through him a new program 
is inaugurated, with Israel set aside and God's message of grace and 
reconciliation proclaimed to the Gentiles. And yet, God seems loath to turn away 
from His covenant people and during the remainder of the book of Acts, the 
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transition period, the message still goes to the Jew first. It is not until the Lord's 
message through Paul has been proclaimed from Jerusalem to Rome that Israel is 
finally off the scene. There we have the solemn pronouncement of Acts 28:28, "Be 
it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, 
and that they will hear it." Stephen had concluded his message by saying, 
"Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right 
hand of God" (Acts 7:56). The Lord Jesus is later seen as seated, but up to this 
point the resurrected Christ is seen standing, waiting patiently and longingly to 
discern what Israel's response will be to the renewed offer. If there had been 
national repentance He would have returned to earth to bring in "the times of 
restitution of all things" (Acts 3:20-21). When the offer was refused the heavenly 
Father said to His Son, "Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 
footstool" (Psalm 110:1). 
 

When God turned away from Israel He reached down and laid hold of the most 
bigoted Jew of all, Saul of Tarsus, who was the ringleader in the persecution of the 
believers. This was the Apostle Paul and he became Christ's emissary to bear the 
message of salvation to the Gentile world. The dispensation of grace was ushered 
in with Paul and now there is no longer any difference between Jew and Gentile. 
The Scripture says: "For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek; for 
the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Romans 10:12-13). What a grand 
word is that word "whosoever."  None are excluded, all are included. Any sinner, 
regardless of race or place, who calls upon the name of the Lord, will be saved. 
And every such sinner, at the moment of their salvation, is baptized by the Holy 
Spirit of God into the Body of Christ. This is the one true Church, composed of all 
the redeemed. In relation to this Church the Lord Jesus holds a new office. In 
Ephesians we read that God "hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be 
the head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of him that 
filleth all in all" (Eph. 1:22-23). Also in Colossians 1:18, "And he is the head of the 
body, the church." Christ is not the King of the church and is never given that title. 
He is the Head of the church. No pope, priest, prelate, preacher or potentate is the 
head. Man may be at the head of some human religious organization, but the 
Head of the true church is the crucified, risen, ascended Christ at God's right 
hand. 
 

Dr. Bultema said that God put the key to the Scriptures right on the threshold. 
The very first verse in the Bible states: "In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth." Then as we study we learn that God has a purpose for the heavens 
and also a purpose for the earth.  He also has a people for the heavens, a people 
for the earth, through whom His purposes will be consummated. Israel His people 
for the earth, while the church is His people for the heavens. Members of the 
church do have a blessed hope bright anticipation, and it is not, earthly hope, but 
heavenly. The hope the church has to do with that realm "far above all." Dave 
Breese recently wrote in his paper: "Jews and Gentile proselyte believers (those 
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saved under the kingdom program) will inherit a redeemed earth. By contrast, the 
Body of Christ will rule the universe in eternity." The apostle wrote: "Looking for 
that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ" (Titus 2: 13).  God's day of grace will close, when Christ comes in the 
Rapture to call every member of His blood-washed church into His presence. In 
that great passage in Thessalonians we read of the Lord descending from heaven 
with a great assembling shout and every child of God being caught up to meet Him 
in the air and to be forever with the Lord. Our blessed hope is fully realized in 
those three words "with the Lord." 
 

O, Blessed!  O thrice blessed word! 
To be forever with the Lord, 

In heavenly beauty fair! 
Up!.. Up!.. We long to hear the cry! 

Up!.. Up!.. Our absent Lord draws nigh! 
Yes, in the twinkling of an eye, 

Caught up in the radiant air. 
 

Following the Rapture of the church there will be a time of trouble on earth 
unparalleled in human history. This is the time of Jacob's trouble, the Great 
Tribulation. We have been noting the changing roles played by Christ and here 
again we see a change. No longer will He be stretching forth His hands and 
beseeching men to come and be reconciled. Then it will be quite different. "Then 
shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure" 
(Psalm 2:5). In that day men will pray to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us, and 
hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb. For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?" 
(Revelation 6:16-17). How much better to come in time; to flee to Christ, the 
Eternal Rock of Ages, and find in Him a hiding place and shelter from the coming 
storm. And Christians should be redeeming the time, because the days are evil; 
and reaching out to the lost, snatching them out of the fire. 
 

The Great Tribulation will conclude with the personal return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Writing to the suffering saints at Thessalonica the apostle assured them 
that the day of their vindication was coming, when their enemies would receive the 
due reward of their deeds. He wrote: "And to you who are troubled rest with us, 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in 
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (II Thessalonians 1:7-8).  The Lord will be coming 
on this occasion not to suffer at the hands of His enemies, but to trample them 
beneath His feet; not to die in weakness on a tree of shame, but to sit on the 
throne of His glory. Great voices in heaven are heard to proclaim, "The kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever" (Revelation 11:15). He comes as the All Conquering 
Sovereign, accompanied by the armies of heaven. In Revelation 19 is pictured His 
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majestic return, and in verse 16 we read: "And he hath on his vesture and on his 
thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." When Britain's 
Queen Victoria was crowned, she said, in expressing the desire to be present on 
that future occasion, "I should so love to lay my crown at His feet." She knew that 
when the Lord Jesus came it would be as a King - the King of David's Royal 
House and Dynasty. She knew the government would be on His shoulders and 
that she would acknowledge His authority. One of these days all the kings and 
rulers of earth shall cast their crowns before Him. It will be the Coronation Day of 
Christ. The whole earth will tremble at the shouting and the tumult. It will be the 
grandest day in human history and may God hasten it. Amen! 

 
LESSON 2 - WORKSHEET 

 
1. Whom did the wise men seek at Jesus’ birth?  Matt. 2:2 

 
By what title did the people acclaim?  John 12:13 
 
What was written over Him on the cross?  Luke 23:38 

 
2. While on earth as King of the Jews and a minister of the circumcision, did 

Christ minister to Gentiles also, or to Israel exclusively?   
 

To whom did He say He was sent?  Matt. 15:24 
 
3. In Matt. 15:26 who were referred to as children?  Cf. Acts 3:25 

 
Who were referred to as dogs?  

 
4. Explain John 1:11. 
 
5. For whom did Christ pray on the cross?  Luke 23:34 
 

What was the result of that prayer?  
 
6. Read Acts 5:31 and fill in the blanks:  After His death and resurrection, God 

exalted Christ to His right hand to be a ………… and a ………… For to give 
repentance and forgiveness of sins to ………… 

 
7. When Stephen looked through the opened heavens, whom did he see 

standing on the right hand of God?  Acts 7:56 
 
Note:  The title “Son of man” is literally “Son of humanity” and this title is used only 
in connection with Israel and God’s purposes for the earth, and never in 
connection with the Body of Christ, which is a new humanity.  Eph. 2:15. 
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8. Other Scriptures state that when Christ ascended, He sat down.  Heb. 1:3; 
10:12; Acts 2:34.  What is suggested by the fact that Stephen saw Him 
standing?  

 
9. After Israel’s fall, and according to the truth revealed through Paul, what office 

does Christ now occupy?  Eph. 1:22, Col. 1:18. 
 
10. As members of the Church, what do we look for?  Phil 3:20; Titus 2:13. 
 
11. When the Church is completed and raptured, how will Christ be revealed to 

the unsaved world?  II Thess. 1:7-9. 
 
12.   What will be Christ’s title when He returns to earth?  Rev. 19:16. 
 
13.   Where will Christ sit in that day?  Isaiah 9:7. 
 
14.   Mark these statements true (T) or false (F):  
 

(   ) Christ is King of the Church. 
(   ) Christ is now seated on David’s throne. 
(   ) He will some day sit on a real throne in Jerusalem ruling over all 

the nations.  
(   )   His kingdom is a spiritual kingdom only. 
(   )   As literally as He came to earth the first time and was crowned 

with thorns, so will He come the second time to be crowned with 
many diadems.  
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SECTION II 
 

God’s Messengers and their Message 
 

LESSON 3 
 

God Speaks Through Patriarchs and Prophets 
 

In our study of the Word we are told to test the things that differ, and in the 
next several lessons we will be looking at the ways in which God has spoken, the 
messengers He has used, and the various messages suited to the different ages. 
It is reasonable to assume that the Creator would not leave the creature in 
ignorance of his Maker, but there need be no assumption because the Scriptures 
plainly declare that from the very beginning, and in every age, God has revealed 
Himself and communicated with mankind. He has ever been desirous that men 
should know Him. The knowledge of God is the goal of redemption and all 
prophecy anticipates the day when the knowledge of the Lord will cover the earth 
and when all shall know Him from the least to the greatest. 
 

God has spoken again and again but men have closed their eyes to the truth 
and stopped their ears to the divine message. In Romans 1:18-21 the ancient 
world is seen. That world was the antediluvian world and also the world thereafter 
which ended in the judgment at Babel. Verse 18 reads: "For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
hold the truth in unrighteousness." It is to be noted here that they had the truth, 
and the ungodliness that kindled God's anger was not the ungodliness of 
ignorance but the ungodliness of a conscious and deliberate suppression of 
revealed truth. The next verse shows this to be the case. "Because that which may 
be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them." The 
knowledge of God was manifest in them. God had shewed it unto them, and they 
not only had the witness of His words but the witness of His works as well. Before 
going any further, however, we need to be reminded that we should not apply 
these passages exclusively to the world of old. God is still speaking today and the 
present world, by and large, turns a deaf ear to His words and even attempts to 
hold down the truth lest others should hear. 
 

Even if God had not spoken in other ways, which He had, His everlasting 
power and deity are clearly seen in His creation. "For the invisible things of him 
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that 
are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse." 
The psalmist had this in view when he wrote: "The heavens declare the glory of 
God; and the firmament sheweth his handiwork. There is no speech nor language 
where their voice is not heard" (Psalm 19:1-3). Creation bears a mighty testimony 
to all men everywhere. It says clearly and plainly that there is a Creator, and this 
Creator is God, and as God is then to be worshipped and served. This is the 
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everlasting gospel mentioned in the Revelation which is simply that God is the 
Creator. "And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God, 
and give glory to him; ... and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the 
sea, and the fountains of waters" (Revelation 14:6-7). In Isaiah 40:26 we are 
challenged to lift up our eyes on high, to view the starry heavens, to consider the 
vastness and the intricacy of the universe. In doing so the question comes to mind; 
how did all this happen? Did it just come together by chance? Common sense 
precludes the answer to that question. We must say that behind it all is One who 
is infinite in wisdom and power, and we are introduced to Him in the 28th verse as 
"the Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth." 
 

When God put our first parents in the garden prepared for them He did not 
leave them uninformed. He told them they were to be fruitful, to multiply, and to 
replenish the earth. They were, under God, to have dominion over the restored 
creation. They were to be trained under the paternal care of their Maker to 
godliness and usefulness. What precious fellowship they must have had with the 
Lord as He oft came to converse with them. We do not know how long this state of 
Edenic innocence continued but the record seems to indicate it was brief. Sad to 
say they listened to Satan's lies and sinned and fell, but even after their sin God 
did not abandon them. He came seeking them and finding them. Then, instead of 
the death of the sinners, which was deserved, it was the death of an innocent 
substitute, no doubt a lamb. "Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God 
make coats of skins, and clothed them" (Genesis 3:21). Instead of the death of the 
sinners there was the death of a substitute, and now they were cleansed and 
clothed. What a beautiful picture. As sinners we deserved the wages of sin, which 
is death, but the Lord Jesus Christ died in our place. Trusting Him we are 
cleansed from every spot and stain by the precious blood of the Lamb of God shed 
on the cross of Calvary, and we are clothed in the garments of salvation, the robe 
of God's righteousness in Christ. 
 

The 11th chapter of Hebrews is God's hall of fame. In it are seen great 
champions of faith, both men and women, noble characters all. The word "faith" is 
mentioned twenty-four times, and since faith comes by hearing the Word of God, it 
is proof that God has been speaking. In the opening verses (4-7) we are 
introduced to three great men of faith. The first is Abel and we read: "By faith Abel 
offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain." When the first creature 
was put to death so that Adam and Eve might be clothed it was probably then that 
God informed man that henceforth approach to Him and acceptance must be on 
the basis of blood shed and a life laid down. Believing, Abel crone in the God-
ordained way and was accepted. Here is faith's worship and also faith's witness, 
for “he being dead yet speaketh." The next one mentioned is Enoch and we read: 
"By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, 
because God had translated him; for before his translation he had this testimony, 
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that he pleased God." Enoch lived in a wicked and ungodly age. Told of the 
judgment that was to come he began to walk with God in separation from the 
surrounding sin. Here is faith's walk, which was pleasing to God, and in him also 
we see faith's witness for Jude tells us that Enoch was a prophet and warned of 
the judgment that was to be visited on the ungodly. The third man of faith was 
Noah and the record states: "By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not 
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the 
which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by 
faith." Made aware of the coming judgment, and given God's blueprint, he began 
building the great judgment-proof ark. This is faith's work and again is faith's 
witness, for while working Noah was witnessing as a preacher of righteousness. In 
all of this are lessons for us. By faith we are to be worshiping, walking, working, 
witnessing, and waiting for the realization of our blessed hope. It is to be noted 
also from these heroes of faith that man was not left uninformed: God was 
speaking and man was without excuse. 
 

In times past God spoke to men in many different ways. With Abraham His 
friend He spoke face to face, as in Genesis 17:1 when He appeared to Abraham, 
introducing Himself as Almighty God (El Shaddai). The same was true with Moses. 
We read: "And the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto 
his friend" (Exodus 33:11). He also spoke to Moses out of the burning bush and to 
Balaam by means of a dumb animal. He spoke to others in dreams, or visions, and 
sometimes by angels. In this present dispensation of the grace of God there is no 
longer any need for Him to speak in this fragmentary manner. We now have the 
completed Word of God containing all we need to know, and all believers have the 
Holy Spirit indwelling them to be their teacher and to lead and guide them into all 
truth. What a treasure we have in this Book, the Bible, the Word of the Living God. 
The psalmist said, "Thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name" (Psalm 
138:2) and if God has thus magnified His Word we ought to do likewise. We need 
to read it, study it, hide it in our hearts, walk in obedience to it, and make it known 
to others. As we read and study the Word it is God speaking to us, and as we pray 
it is us speaking to God. There should ever be this two-way street. 
 
 During Israel's long history God was speaking to the Hebrew fathers by the 
prophets (Hebrews 1:1). Referring to this it is written: "And the Lord God of their 
fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because 
he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place" (2 Chronicles 
36:15). This long line of prophets and messengers stretched from Moses to John 
Baptist. Some may think the only task of the prophet was to predict future events. 
This was far from the truth; his main business was to forthtell, to tell forth the Word 
of Jehovah, rather than to foretell. 
 

The prophet's work was opposite that of the priest. Whereas the priest spoke 
to God on behalf of man, the prophet spoke to man on behalf of God. He was 
God's spokesman. Really, the ministry of these prophets was twofold. First it had 
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to do with the people's spiritual condition, oft charging them with their sin and 
idolatry and calling on them to repent and turn back to Jehovah, and warning them 
of the judgments which would be their due if they persisted in their wickedness. 
Then secondly they reminded the people of God's faithfulness in Israel's past 
history and of the promised blessings which would eventually come to the nation 
on the basis of God's covenant with them. Also, as in all the Scriptures, the great 
burden of the prophetic writings had to do with the person of God's Son, the 
Messiah and coming King of Israel. The Apostle Peter wrote that Israel's prophets 
"testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow" (1 
Peter 1:11). In other words they prophesied of two great events, which were the 
two advents of Christ; His first coming to suffer and die in putting away the sin of 
the world, and His second coining in power and glory to reign over the nations. 
This was brought out in the Lord's words to the two disciples on the Emmaus road. 
He said, "O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken; 
ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory" (Luke 
24:25-26). Christ will enter into His glory when He returns to establish His kingdom 
on earth; when He will be enthroned and when the government will be upon His 
shoulder. Peter spoke of this prophesied kingdom with its attendant blessings as 
"the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets since the world began" (Acts 3:21). Praise His name, that day is 
coming, when our blessed Lord Jesus will have His rightful place. Major Whittle 
refers to this in his hymn: 
 

Our Lord is now rejected, and by the 
world disowned, 

By the many still neglected and by the 
few enthroned; 

But soon He'll come in glory, the hour 
is drawing nigh, 

For the crowning day is coming by 
and by. 

 
Another subject dealt with by Israel's prophets had to do with the brief period of 

time preceding Christ's coming to establish His kingdom. This is the time of 
Jacob's trouble, referred to by the Lord as the Great Tribulation. When God 
discontinued His dealings with Israel and began calling out the members of the 
Church, the Body of Christ, then and there the prophetic clock was stopped. When 
the Church has been completed and removed from this earthly scene by way of 
the Rapture the prophetic clock will begin ticking again. God will be working again 
with Israel, Abraham's seed, and He begins by bringing them into and through the 
worst time of trouble they have ever experienced. "Alas! for that day is great, so 
that none is like it; it is even the time of Jacob's trouble, but he shall be saved out 
of it" (Jeremiah 30:7). This is the time of kingdom preparation and Jacob (Israel) is 
being prepared for the prominent role they will have in that kingdom as head over 
the nations. God says, "I will bring them through the fire, and refine them as silver 
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is refined, and will try them as gold is tried" (Zechariah 13:9). With their dross 
removed the Lord promises "it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among 
the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will I save you, and ye 
shall be a blessing" (Zechariah 8:13). All of God's purposes for the earth are to be 
worked out through Israel, and this time of Jacob's trouble is Satan's final effort to 
exterminate the Israeli and defeat the purpose of God. It will be a day of wrath; the 
wrath of Satan and Antichrist directed against God's covenant people, while at the 
same time the wrath of God visited on their enemies. God says: "And they shall 
fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith 
the Lord, to deliver thee" (Jeremiah 1:19).  Zephaniah refers to this day of trouble 
as "a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness" (Zeph. 
1:15) but shortly afterward they will hear the cry: "Arise, shine; for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee" (Isaiah 60:1). Israel will be 
saved out of that day of wrath, even as the three Hebrews were saved out of the 
fiery furnace. The Body of Christ, however, will not be saved out of, but saved from 
that fearsome time, for they will never enter into it. Members of Christ's Body are 
waiting for their Head from heaven, even Jesus, who delivereth us from the wrath 
to come. "For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 
Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thessalonians 5:9). 
 
 In rightly dividing the Word of truth it is needful to distinguish between that 
which was prophesied and that which was not prophesied, or kept secret. As 
already stated the prophets spoke of the two comings of Christ. They spoke of His 
first coming to suffer and His second coming to be glorified, but they did not know 
that between the two comings there would be a dispensation of grace that has 
already lasted almost two thousand years. This was a secret known only to God. 
Not only did the Old Testament prophets know nothing of this but even when the 
Lord was here as Israel's King, offering the kingdom to them, He did not make this 
secret known. When Israel persisted in their rejection of Him, both before and after 
His death and resurrection, God turned away from that nation, called out a new 
apostle and made the secret known to him. That was the Apostle Paul. The truth 
concerning this present dispensation and God's purposes in it was revealed to and 
through Paul and this truth is found only in his inspired writings. The prophets and 
others before Paul knew nothing about the Church, sinners saved by grace alone, 
baptized into Christ and made members of His Body. Paul wrote: "If ye have heard 
of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward; how that by 
revelation he made known unto me the mystery ... which in other ages was not 
made known unto the sons of men" (Ephesians 3:2-5). Paul wrote again 
concerning the Church: "whereof I am made a minister, according to the 
dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; even 
the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made 
manifest to his saints" (Colossians 1:25-26). One looks in vain to find any 
reference to the Church in the prophetic writings. The Church was a mystery 
(secret) until revealed through the Apostle Paul. 
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LESSON 3 – WORKSHEET 
 

1.  Rom. 1:20 tells us that even before there was any written Word, God revealed 
Himself in His ………… In it may be clearly seen His ………… and ………… 

 
2.  Write from memory Psalm 19:1. 
 
3. What question faces any man who raises his eyes to the heavens, Isa. 40:26? 
 
4. Read Heb. 11:4-7 and Rom. 10:17 and then complete this statement:  ………… 

worshipped by …………; ………… walked by …………; ………… witnessed by 
………… This proves that God had spoken, for ………… cometh by ………… 
and ………… by ………… 

 
5. What did Enoch prophesy about, Jude 14-15?  
 
6. What was Noah, II Peter 2:5?  
 
7. What did God call Abraham, Isa 41:8; James 2:23?  How does one speak to a 

friend, Ex. 33:11?  
 
8. Heb. 1:1 states that God spake in diverse manners, or “in many ways.” In what 

way did He speak:  
 
 To Jacob, Gen. 31:11?  
 To Moses, Ex. 3:2-4?  
 To Balaam, Num. 22:28?  
 To Elijah, I Kings 19:11-13?  
 To Daniel, Dan. 8:1?  
 
9. By whom did God speak to the Hebrew fathers in time past, Heb. 1:1?  Also 

read II Chron. 36:15. 
 
10. Who was the first of Israel’s prophets, Luke 24:27?  Who was the last of 

Israel’s prophets, Luke 16:16?  
 
11. Of what two things did the prophets prophesy regarding the coming Messiah, 

I Peter 1:11 and Luke 24:25-27? 
 
12. What other great subject was dealt with by the prophets, Acts 3:21?  
 
13. Read Jer. 30:7; Zeph. 1:14, 15; Matt. 24:21 and then fill in these blanks:  The 

prophets foretold the time of ………… trouble.  This is called the day of the 
………… That day is a day of ………… Christ referred to this time as 
………… 



 23 

 
14. Did the prophets speak anything concerning this age or the Body of Christ, 

Eph. 3:5; Col. 1:26?  
 
NOTE:  The prophets prophesied concerning the three T’s; 1) the Tree, connected 
with Christ’s suffering; 2) the Tribulation, connected with Israel’s suffering; and 3) 
the Throne, connected with both Christ’s and Israel’s glory.  They did NOT 
prophesy anything concerning the Church, nor God’s purpose in this age, for that 
was a secret hid in God.  
 
 

LESSON 4 
 

God Speaks through His Son and the Twelve Apostles 
 

Hebrews 1:1 states that in time past God spoke to the Jewish patriarchs by 
the prophets. In the next verse we learn that in the end of these days God has 
spoken by His Son, or literally "en huio" (in Son). In a moment we will comment on 
this, but first note the words "God ... hath ... spoken." This is a most sublime and 
satisfying statement. We have not been left in ignorance and uninformed, for God 
has spoken. "Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord hath spoken" 
(Isaiah 1:2). It is tragic that while heaven hears and hearkens, the earth turns a 
deaf ear to the Word of God. People eagerly tune in the scientist, economist, or 
politician to get some word of hope or assurance, but seldom tune in to the voice 
of God spoken in His Word by His Son. In ancient times God spoke to man “by the 
prophets" who were simply the instruments He used. Now He has spoken "in (His) 
Son." The Son is the Word of God. The prophets prefaced their message with 
“Thus saith the Lord" while the Son could declare "I say unto you."  William R. 
Newell has written: "Astonishing it was, indeed, even in that ‘old time,’ that the 
infinite, eternal, glorious God should speak unto dust and ashes such as man is! 
But this wondrous fact of God having spoken in past days is to prepare us for a 
more stupendous statement: God did at the end of these days speak unto us in 
(the person of His) Son .... Nor is it to have the Son Himself here speak to us, God 
speaks; and lo, the Son is there! 'This is my Beloved Son!' God does not in 
Hebrews say, 'Hear Him.' Nay: the Son does not speak to us in Hebrews, but God 
speaks concerning Him." 
 

In light of the above it can be said that when the Son was here in the midst of 
the Hebrew nation the words He spoke were not His own, but the words of God the 
Father. Deuteronomy 18:18-19 is the great prophecy of Messiah, the prophet who 
would be raised up like unto Moses, but far greater than Moses. It reads: "I will 
raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my 
words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. 
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which 
he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him." This is none other than the Son 
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of God and when raised up in Israel He crone speaking the words which the Lord 
God had put in His mouth for that people. An apostle is one sent from the face of 
another and who comes bearing the words of the one who sent him. The Lord 
Jesus is likened to such in Hebrews 3:1, "Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of 
the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ 
Jesus." The Lord Jesus was the Apostle, the One sent of the Father and bearing 
the Father's message. Many times in the Gospel of John the Lord is referred to as 
being sent of the Father. He said, "For I came down from heaven, not to do mine 
own will, but the will of him that sent me" (John 6:38). He also stated that the 
words He spoke were not His own but the Father's who sent Him. "Jesus 
answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me" (7:16). 
"For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a 
commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak" (12:49). "He that 
loveth me not keepeth not my sayings; and the word which ye hear is not mine, but 
the Father's which sent me" (14:24). It thus appears that the words spoken by 
Jesus when here among men, in some Bibles shown in red letters, were not really 
His own words but the words of the Father who sent Him. If we want the words of 
the Lord Jesus, the resurrected and ascended Christ at God's right hand as Head 
of the Church, they are to be found in the thirteen letters that came from the Holy 
Spirit inspired pen of Christ's apostle, the Apostle Paul, who could say, "If any man 
think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I 
write unto you are the commandments of the Lord" (I Corinthians 14:37). 
 

The precursor of Christ was John the Baptist. His ministry was one of 
preparation. The word "prepare" denotes a leveling and straightening of the road 
as when an Oriental monarch comes on his journey. John preached "the baptism 
of repentance for the remission of sins" (Mark 1:4). He went before, calling men to 
repentance and making ready a people prepared for the Lord. The Lord began His 
public ministry immediately after His baptism and the temptation in the wilderness 
and we read: "From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent; for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 4:17). This was the message also 
preached by His forerunner (3:1-2) and by His apostles (10:7). The kingdom 
proclaimed as being at hand was the kingdom promised to David and predicted by 
all the prophets, when David's throne would again be occupied, when the law 
would go forth from Zion and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. Some years 
ago along the highways in Pennsylvania there were a number of billboards with 
this same text, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." While one might 
admire the zeal of those who placed these signs it would have been much better 
to have used a text relevant to the divine program in effect today and which would 
have contained God's way of salvation for the sinner. The kingdom was at hand 
back yonder because the King Himself was at hand, for there can be no kingdom 
without a king. The Lord Jesus Christ was then present as Israel's King, and if He 
had been recognized and owned as King, that prophesied and long-awaited 
kingdom would have been ushered in Instead, the leaders of the nation said, "We 
have no king but Caesar" and "we will not have this man to reign over us." 
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Because of their unbelief the kingdom program has been suspended for a season 
and one would be out of the will of God if preaching the gospel of the kingdom 
today. 
 

In the Scriptures we are told that the Jews require a sign and when Christ was 
here among them they were given plenty of signs to render them without excuse. 
In his Pentecostal message Peter said, "Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus 
of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and 
signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know" (Acts 
2:22). These miracles, wonders, and signs performed by the Lord Jesus gave 
abundant witness as to His Person. He said, "The works which the Father hath 
given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father 
hath sent me" (John 5:36). Also, "Believe me that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me; or else believe me for the very works' sake" (14:11). His works 
should have proven to them that He was all He claimed to be, the Messiah and the 
Son of God. He had power over disease, demons, and even death. Many did 
believe on Him because of His works. We read, "And many of the people believed 
on him, and said, When Christ cometh, will he do more miracles than these which 
this man hath done?" (John 7:31). There is another verse, John 2:23, which reads, 
"Many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did." The next 
verse, though, reads, "But Jesus did not commit himself unto them." A faith that 
rests simply upon signs and wonders does not bring salvation to anyone; only a 
personal faith and trust in the Saviour will do that. These people seemed only 
concerned with the startling and spectacular, and belief that is based upon such 
as this is always shallow and evanescent. Wondrous as were the miracles and 
signs performed by Jesus there were other witnesses to His Person than these. 
There was the witness of John Baptist, who identified Him as the Lamb of God and 
the Christ. There was even the witness of the Father in heaven, who on three 
occasions spoke, saying, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; 
hear ye him." There was also the witness of their own Scriptures, for the Lord told 
them, "Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life; and they are 
they which testify of me." The wonders and signs wrought by the Lord were 
precisely what Isaiah prophesied the Messiah would accomplish. "Then the eyes 
of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then 
shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing" (Isaiah 35:5-
6). Those of Jesus' day who did not believe were without excuse, and those of the 
present day who fail to believe have even less excuse, for they now have the 
completed Word of God and the testimony of countless Christians down through 
the centuries. 
 

When reading the Epistle to the Hebrews it is important to recognize that it is 
written to the Hebrews and not to members of the Body of Christ. This epistle will 
come into full prominence in the future when God begins to deal again with the 
Hebrew nation. Hebrews 2:3 reads: "How shall we (Hebrews) escape, if we 
(Hebrews) neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the 
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Lord, and was confirmed unto us (Hebrews) by them that heard him." The 
reference here is to a salvation which was first of all offered to the Hebrews by the 
Lord and then later concerned unto them by those who had companied with Him 
and had heard Him, i.e. the Twelve Apostles. As the Lord spoke to the people He 
was certainly concerned about their individual salvation, but implicit in the good 
news of the kingdom which He preached was national salvation, when Israel would 
be saved out of the hand of their enemies and would finally enjoy the exalted 
status destined for them. National salvation was in the mind of Zacharias when 
filled with the Holy Ghost he said, "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath 
visited and redeemed his people, and hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in 
the house of his servant David; As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, 
which have been since the world began; that we should be saved from our 
enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us" (Luke 1:68-71). National salvation 
was in view when the prophet wrote, "Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I 
will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and 
shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, 
and Israel shall dwell safely; and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Jeremiah 23:5-6). When the Lord Jesus was 
here, sent to Israel, this national salvation was offered. They had only to 
acknowledge Him as their Messiah and Deliverer, but this they would not do. Then 
through the Spirit-filled apostles the offer was confirmed, authenticated, made 
anew. Again they not only neglected, but rejected, this so great salvation, and for 
them there was no escape and it is evident how the nation has suffered as the 
result. 
 

As stated above the expression in Hebrews 2:3 "by them that heard him" refers 
to the twelve Jesus had chosen to be apostles. One of the twelve was Judas, who 
betrayed the Lord, and He must be replaced. Israel had brought about the death of 
Christ and some might think that then and there God was through with that nation, 
and that shortly after on the Day of Pentecost a new program was introduced and 
the Church of this dispensation had its historic beginning. This was not the case. 
At the cross the nation Israel rejected Christ but He had not yet rejected them. 
There was to be a renewed offer of the kingdom to the twelve tribes so it was 
necessary to have twelve apostles to confirm Christ's message to them. Therefore, 
the first thing after Christ's resurrection and ascension was to choose one to take 
the place of Judas. Some tell us that God did not recognize the choice of Matthias 
and so He later chose Paul to take Judas' place. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. According to Acts 1:21-22 the one to be chosen must have companied with 
the Lord throughout His ministry and to have been an eyewitness of His 
resurrection. 
 
      Paul was an eyewitness of His resurrection but most certainly did not 
accompany the Lord in His earthly ministry. The ministry of the twelve at Pentecost 
and thereafter was simply a ministry of confirmation, whereas Paul's ministry was 
a ministry of revelation. To him only was revealed the new truth of the 
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dispensation of the grace of God and the calling out of the Church, the Body of 
Christ. The twelve confined their ministry to Israel. With the exception of Cornelius 
and his household there is no record of the twelve preaching to a single Gentile, 
while on the other hand Paul could boldly state, "For I speak to you Gentiles, 
inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office" (Romans 
11:13), and again, "That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, 
ministering the gospel of God" (15:16). Further, it is evident from 1st Corinthians 
15:5-8 that Paul shows himself as separate from the twelve and having no 
connection with them.  It is evident also that God set His seal of approval upon the 
choice of Matthias, for twelve men stood up on the Day of Pentecost and all twelve 
were filled with the Holy Ghost, and, just as the mighty works performed by Jesus 
of Nazareth testified as to His heavenly origin, so Hebrews 2:4 informs us that as 
the twelve went forth to confirm Christ's message their ministry was accredited of 
God by signs and wonders. These were the signs of an apostle affirming they 
were divinely sent. These sign gifts were in evidence as long as God was dealing 
with Israel as a nation. That time frame ended with the close of the transition 
period, which coincided with Paul's arrival at Rome and the abrupt ending of the 
book of Acts. 
 

Peter's message at Pentecost and thereafter was practically the same as that 
of John the Baptist. Both preached the baptism of repentance for the remission of 
sins. John called on the nation to repent, to turn again to God, because the King 
and His kingdom were at hand. Peter called on the nation to repent of having 
rejected and put to death their King. Peter did not preach the gospel of the grace 
of God to his Jewish audience on the Day of Pentecost. When they cried out "Men 
and brethren, what shall we do?" he did not tell them we are saved by grace plus 
no doing on our part. He told them to repent and be baptized for the remission of 
sins. Newell writes: "After the Jews had crucified their Messiah, God gave the 
nation another great national offer of salvation. This is the opening story in Acts. 
Israel was not yet fully rejected. Note, now, that when they say, 'What shall we 
do?' Peter does not say: 'Believe,' as Paul does to the Gentile jailer in Acts 16, but 
'Repent' -- 'Change your mind about Jesus of Nazareth, and confess Him as 
Messiah in baptism.'" A most prominent word in the preaching of the kingdom 
gospel was the word "repent." We should not confuse this word with penitence, or 
sorrow. As Newell indicates above, the word metanoia means to think differently or 
to have second thoughts, and in this regard it may be said that repentance 
automatically accompanies faith. The sinner hears the gospel concerning the work 
of Christ on his behalf, and believing, putting his faith and trust in the Saviour, is 
saved from all his sin. At the same time, perhaps unconsciously, there has been a 
change of mind on his part, no longer rejecting but now accepting. Sir Robert 
Anderson has a good word on this: "Faith and repentance are not separate acts to 
be successively accomplished by the sinner as a condition of his salvation. But, in 
different phases of it, they represent the same Godward attitude of soul which the 
truth of God, believed, produces. Salvation there cannot be without repentance, 
any more than without faith; but the soundest and fullest gospel preaching need 
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not include any mention of the word. Neither as verb nor noun does it occur in the 
Epistle to the Romans, God's great doctrinal treatise on redemption and 
righteousness. And in the Gospel of John, preeminently the gospel book of the 
Bible, it will be searched in vain for a single mention of it." 
 

LESSON 4 – WORKSHEET 
 

1. After the time of Israel’s prophets, by whom did God speak?  Heb. 1:2. 
 

2. Who was the Prophet, like unto Moses, that God promised to raise up?  Deut 
18:15.  Whose words was this Prophet to speak?  Deut. 18:18-19. 

 
3. When the Lord Jesus was on earth, did He speak His own words, or the words 

of the Father which had sent Him?  John 12:49; 14:10, 24, 31. 
 
4. What was proclaimed by Christ’s forerunner, by Christ Himself, and by Christ’s 

apostles?  Matt. 3:1, 2; 4:17; 10:7. 
 
5. According to Matt. 9:35 what gospel did Christ preach?  
 
6. Heb. 2:3 speaks of the salvation which at the first began to be spoken by the 

Lord.  Does this refer to a personal salvation or to a national salvation?  Read 
Luke 1:68-71, and compare with Jer. 23:5, 6. 

 
NOTE:  “The concept of salvation in Hebrews is always eschatological and 
national, and has to do with the salvation of the Hebrew nation.  It never refers to 
individual salvation from sin” (Dr. Harry Bultema). 
 
7. In Heb. 2:3 God speaks by them that heard Christ.  Who were these?  
 
8. What was the requisite for apostleship?  Acts 1:21, 22.  
 
9. After Christ’s resurrection and ascension, did the twelve preach something 

new, or did they only confirm what the Lord had preached?  Heb. 2:3.  Did they 
now preach to Jews and Gentiles alike or did they continue to confirm their 
ministry to Jews?  Acts 11:19. 

 
10. While Christ was preaching in the midst of Israel, how was His ministry 

approved of God?  Acts 2:22.  
 
11. How was the ministry of the Twelve accredited?  Heb. 2:4. 
 
12. How did Peter’s message in Acts 2:38 differ from that of John the Baptist in 

Mark 1:4 and Luke 3:3?  
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13. What did Peter tell Israel to do, and what did he say would happen if they did 
it?  Acts 3:19-21. 

 
14. What one word is prominent in the following verses?  Matt. 3:2; 4:17; Mark 

1:15; 6:12; Luke 13:3, 5; Acts 2:38; 3:19. 
 
15. Where, in God’s message of grace, as found in the Pauline epistles, do we 

find this word in regard to salvation?  
 
 

LESSON 5 
 

God Speaks Through the Apostle Paul 
 

A commonly held belief is that Israel was rejected at the Cross and set aside, 
so when we open the book of Acts we have the dispensation of grace ushered in 
and the Church beginning at Pentecost.  We have already shown the error of this 
but since the view is so prevalent an additional word is in order.  In the earlier 
chapters of Acts God is still dealing with Israel and the kingdom is still in view.  In 
his message on the Day of Pentecost (chapter 2) the Apostle Peter definitely 
preached the kingdom, and later in the temple porch (chapter 3) he said that on 
condition of Israel’s repentance the Lord Jesus would return and bring in the times 
of refreshing, or the restoration of Israel and kingdom blessings.  We concur with 
J. Sidlow Baxter, who writes:  “We are persuaded that the Book of Acts, in its 
dispensational bearing, is one of the most misunderstood documents of Holy 
Scripture… The Acts of the Apostles is primarily a renewed offer of the kingdom of 
heaven to the nation Israel.” 

 
We hear a great deal about the unpardonable sin and there is much 

speculation as to what that sin is.  In Matthew 12:32 the Saviour said, “And 
whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him; but 
whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in 
this world, neither in the world to come.” Let it be said, first of all, that there is no 
such thing as an unpardonable sin today.  If a person is unsaved all their sins are 
unpardoned but not one of them is unpardonable.  If they would believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, trusting Him as the One who bore their sins in His own body on 
the tree, all of their sins would be pardoned and they would stand before God 
whiter than snow.  So what was the Lord talking about?  He was talking about the 
Jewish nation.  As the Son of man He had come to that nation.  He was their 
Messiah, but instead of receiving Him they rejected Him.  They brought Him to 
Pilate to be put to death and spoke that word against Him by which they were 
condemned.  What was that word?  It was when they cried out to Pilate, “Crucify, 
crucify”(John 19:6).  Was that sin forgiven them?  On the cross in the hour of His 
crucifixion Christ prayed for them and said, “Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do” (Luke 23:34).  The Father certainly heard and answered this 
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prayer of His beloved Son, and as a result Israel was given another opportunity to 
repent and be forgiven.  In fact, the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost for this very 
purpose, “to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins” (Acts 5:31-32).  But 
even as they had rejected the testimony of the Son of God they now rejected the 
testimony and blaspheming, and they were not forgiven.  Not again, though, 
Matthew 12:32.  The Lord did not say they would never be forgiven. He said they 
would not be forgiven in that Pentecostal age, nor in the present age which was to 
follow, but there is coming a future age when the nation will be forgiven and will 
again enjoy God’s favor. 

 
In Romans 10:21 God says, “All day long have I stretched forth my hands unto 

a disobedient and gainsaying people.” Throughout Israel’s long history God was 
stretching forth His hands and calling them back to Himself.  He was ever faithful 
but they were unfaithful, flouting His laws and continually going after other gods.  
In Old Testament times they turned away from the testimony of God the Father, 
addressed to them through their prophets.  In the New Testament we see them 
rejecting the testimony of God the Son, when He was there in their midst, and 
when we come to the Book of Acts, God is still stretching forth His hands but they 
turn a deaf ear to the post-resurrection testimony of God the Holy Ghost.  Having 
thus rejected the pleading of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Israel’s “all day long” is 
about to come to an end.  In the last days before Israel’s fall they were guilty of 
three ruthless murders which reflected the triple testimony addressed to them.  Mr. 
Stam writes: “These three murders represent Israel’s response to God’s three-fold 
call to repentance… As to the beheading of John the Baptist, they permitted it.  As 
to the crucifixion of Christ, they demanded it.  As to the stoning of Stephen, they 
committed it, casting him out of the city with their own hands and stoning him 
there.” It would appear that the murder of Stephen was the crowning sin which 
culminated Israel’s status as a God-favored nation, for immediately following his 
death the stage is being set for the introduction of a new program.  Saul of Tarsus 
is converted, he through whom this new program is to be unveiled.  The Apostle 
James is killed by Herod and there are no longer twelve apostles, which indicates 
the testimony to Israel was being concluded.  When Paul began his ministry it is 
true that he went to the Jew first, but the purpose of this was simply to render this 
disobedient and gainsaying people without excuse when the door was shut in their 
face at the close of the transition.  

 
At this point a new apostle appears upon the scene, the Apostle Paul.  

According to the prophetic Scriptures the setting aside of Israel would be followed 
by judgment, the time of Jacob’s trouble, but now God revealed a secret.  This 
secret, “which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men,” was 
made known to Paul, and now through him to us also.  The secret was that God 
was going to postpone the judgment and bring in an unprophesied period of time 
referred to as “the dispensation of the grace of God” (Ephesians 3:2).  During this 
time God would be reaching out to all, Gentiles and Jews alike, and saving by 
grace those who would put their trust in the finished work and precious shed blood 
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of His own dear Son.  Those thus saved would constitute the Church, Christ’s 
Body, and each member made one with the Head by the mighty baptism of God 
the Holy Spirit.  This Church is an entity separate and distinct from the nation 
Israel. 

 
To the Apostle Paul was given God’s new message for all everywhere in this 

dispensation of His grace.  Paul did not go forth preaching the same gospel that 
was preached by the Twelve.  He did not receive his gospel from them, he 
received it directly from Headquarters.  He said, “But I certify you, brethren, that 
the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.  For I neither received it of 
man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1:11-
12).  Then further in Galatians he writes, “But contrariwise, when they saw that the 
gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the 
circumcision was unto Peter” (2:7).  Here we have two separate gospels, one 
committed to Paul and the other given to Peter and the Twelve.  Certainly both 
preached Christ, for there is only one way for any sinner to be justified and that is 
through faith in the once-for-all sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The difference 
in the two gospels has mainly to do with the distinct calling, or position, of those 
saved under the one or the other.  Mackintosh has this word:  “The peculiarity of 
the gospel preached by Paul had not so much reference to God’s way of dealing 
with the sinner as with the saint; it was not so much how God justified a sinner as 
what He did with him when justified.  Yes; it was the place into which Paul’s gospel 
conducted the saint that marked its peculiarity.”  

 
Those saved under the gospel of the circumcision, and this included a national 

salvation as has already been shown, had a calling and hope that was earthly and 
was theirs on the basis of the covenant God made with their fathers (See Acts 
3:25-26).  Circumcision was the sign and seal of that covenant.  Israel’s hope is an 
earthly hope, not only the earthly kingdom during the millennial age but carried 
over into the new earth when they will be head among the nations and with access 
to the heavenly city, the New Jerusalem.  In contrast those saved under the gospel 
of the uncircumcision have a salvation which is not based on any covenant, for the 
Gentiles (that’s us) were aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers 
from the covenants of promise.  The untold blessings which are ours, position and 
possessions beyond compare, are ours because of the free grace of God and 
because of our identification which Christ, “for we are members of his body, and 
his flesh, and of his bones” (Ephesians 5:30).  We have been made one with Him 
by the mighty baptism of the Holy Ghost.  Further, the blessings of members of 
Christ’s Body are not terrestrial but celestial.  We are to reign with Christ, but does 
His reign have simply to do with the earth?  That is Israel’s domain.  This planet 
earth is simply a speck of dust in God’s illimitable universe and there are 
principalities and powers both now and as yet unborn.  In going through some old 
sermon notes we came across the following quote, its source unknown.  “Out of 
the fall of man and the redemption in Christ, God has raised a race of saints whom 
He has lifted … not to the level of unfallen Adam … not to the level of the angels 
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… not to the level of the cherubs … not to the level of Lucifer, the unfallen 
cherub… but to the very throne of heaven.  Though seated on the very throne of 
the reigning Christ they will have no desire for a glory apart from His.  A race of 
redeemed ones who will govern the universe for God, with all power derived from 
Him and all glory going to Him.” Man invents greater and more powerful 
instruments and probes into space and is amazed at what he discovers.  Turning 
from the physical realm to the spiritual realm we too stand in wonder and awe.  We 
gaze through the telescope of God’s Word, and as we do so we are overwhelmed 
at the breadth, length, depth and height of the divine revelation.  We marvel at the 
greatness of God’s power, wisdom, strength, understanding and knowledge.  We 
are astonished at the riches of His love, mercy and grace, reaching down to save 
His rebellious creatures.  We are amazed at the immensity of His purposes for us 
who believe, to be seated among the celestials and manifested forth in glory 
throughout the oncoming ages.  Humbly, yet exultingly, we exclaim:  “O the depth 
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are 
his judgments and his ways past finding out!… For of him, and through him, and to 
him, are all things; to whom be glory for ever.  Amen” (Romans 11:33, 36).  

 
For roughly two thousand years God had confined His dealings with humanity 

to Abraham’s seed, the nation Israel.  Now, turning away from Israel for a season, 
God reaches out to the Gentiles, to all everywhere regardless of race.  Saul of 
Tarsus, saved on the Damascus road, was to be the Lord’s chosen vessel to bear 
His name before the Gentiles.  In Acts 13 his names is changed to Paul and he is 
commissioned, and with Barnabas sets forth on the first great missionary journey 
to the heathen world. On their return to Antioch from this journey, which lasted well 
over a year, they gathered the church together and rehearsed all that God had 
done with them, and how He had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles (Acts 
14:27).  The door of faith to the Gentiles was not opened with Peter on the Day of 
Pentecost, but with the Apostle Paul.  He wrote:  “For I speak to you Gentiles, 
inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office” (Romans 
11:13).  Also in Ephesians 3:8, “Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, 
is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ.” In this verse we have three things:  the man, his mission, and his 
message.  Paul preached salvation for the sinner by grace alone, apart from 
Israel’s law or human endeavor, and that the believing sinner is made one with 
Christ and a member of the Church, His Body.  This truth was unsearchable, it 
could not be searched out in the Old Testament Scriptures for it was hid from ages 
and generations past.  The holy writers knew nothing about anything such as this.  
It was a secret hid in God until revealed to and through Paul. 

 
To Peter was given the keys of the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 16:19) and he 

used these keys at Pentecost to open the door to kingdom blessings for the Jews.  
He later used the keys in the house of Cornelius to open the door to kingdom 
blessings for the Gentiles.  When the kingdom is finally established, not only will it 
mean blessing for Israel but also blessing for the Gentiles through Israel.  
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Mackintosh writes regarding Peter’s ministry to Cornelius: “Mark, it is ‘the 
kingdom,’ and not the Church.  Peter received the keys of the kingdom, and he 
used those keys, first to open the kingdom to the Jew, and then to the Gentile.  But 
Peter never received a commission to unfold the mystery of the Church.  Even in 
his epistles we find nothing of it.” With the commissioning of Paul in Acts 13 the 
kingdom program is interrupted and no longer do we see Peter working with the 
keys of the kingdom.  In fact, Peter is mentioned 56 times in the first twelve 
chapters of Acts, but only once thereafter, when he speaks at the Jerusalem 
Council.  Paul becomes the dominant figure, mentioned 126 times, and through 
him we learn that God has brought in a new order, and as this new program 
expands, the old order fades out of the picture.  This new order was the 
dispensation of grace and this was given to Paul to make known.  In Ephesians 
3:1-2 we read, “or this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, 
if ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-
ward.”  This dispensation of grace did not begin with Peter on a Jewish feast day, 
but it began with the Apostle Paul.  Newell writes:  “But unto none of these twelve 
apostles did God reveal the great body of doctrine for this age.  God chose Saul of 
Tarsus to be the revelator and unfolder of that great company of God’s elect, 
called the Church, the Body of Christ, the individuals of which body are called 
members of the Body of Christ – members of Christ Himself.” 

 
In Acts 20:24 Paul had been warned of the suffering that a waited him, but his 

response was, “None of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto 
myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have 
received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.” The gospel 
which Paul preached was the gospel of God’s grace and this had to do with the 
work of God’s Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  In 1st Corinthians 15 it is clearly stated 
that the gospel is that Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again the third 
day.  At Calvary God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, and thus God 
is enabled to reach out in grace to all mankind.  There is much that masquerades 
as gospel preaching in which there is no gospel at all.  The sinner is given some 
good advice and then told to make a decision for Christ, to let Jesus come into his 
heart, etc., etc., but there is never any mention of the Cross.  It was at the Cross 
the Son of God, the Lord of glory, laid down His life, shed His blood, putting away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself, and doing all the work necessary to save the sinner 
and assure him of a home in heaven.  The sinner is to believe this and to act upon 
it, to cast his doing down and to come empty-handed and receive from the God of 
all grace a pardon for all his sins.  Salvation is by grace apart from law-keeping 
and human effort, and apart from religious pretensions and performances of any 
kind.  This is the gospel Paul preached and in Acts 20:24 he says he received it of 
the Lord Jesus.  It wasn’t handed down to him by the Twelve, nor was it something 
he learned at the feet of Gamaliel.  He said, “For I neither received it of man, 
neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1:12). 
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Much of the confusion in religious circles is the result of failure to discern that 
the Pauline gospel is a distinct and new revelation and not a carry-over from that 
which had gone before.  Many follow Peter instead of Paul.  Rome is guilty of this 
and also those who begin the dispensation of grace with Peter at Pentecost and 
endeavor to carry on the program that was in effect at that time.  It is important to 
note the difference between God’s program for Israel, administered by the twelve 
apostles, and His program for the Church, administered by the Apostle Paul.  If we 
follow Peter and the others we will remain in the land of the Jews and never get 
away from the Sea of Galilee, but if we sail with Paul we launch out on the great, 
majestic and boundless Ocean of Grace, visiting and proclaiming the good news in 
every country and clime.  

 
LESSON 5 – WORKSHEET 

 
1. What sin did Jesus say would be forgiven to men, Matt. 12:32? ………… 

When did Israel commit this sin, John 19:6?  ………… What did Jesus pray 
for His Father to do to those who had crucified Him, Luke 23:34?  ………… 

 
2. What sin did Jesus say would not be forgiven, Matt. 12:32?  ………… 

According to I Peter 1:12 the gospel after Pentecost was preached by the 
Twelve with Whom?  ………… Israel’s rejection of this post-resurrection 
testimony was a sin against Whom, Acts 7:51?  ………… Was this sin 
forgiven?  ………… 

 
3. Is it possible for anyone today to commit an unpardonable sin?  
 
4. Read Rom. 16:25; Eph. 3:2 and complete this statement:  After God turned 

from Israel, He revealed that He had a plan which had been kept ………… 
since the world began.  He revealed this plan through a new apostle, 
………… 

 
5. What was committed to Paul, Gal. 2:7? ………… What was committed to 

Peter?  ………… 
 
6. What does Paul call himself in Romans 11:13? 
 
7. The secret made known through Paul was concerning what company of 

saints, Eph. 1:22, 23; Col. 1:18, 24?  
 
8. In Eph. 3:8, Paul states that it was given to him to preach among the Gentiles 

“the unsearchable riches of Christ.” What is meant by this expression?  
 
9. What was given to Peter in Matt. 16:19?  ………… What was given to Paul in 

Eph. 3:1,2?  ………… 
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10. What was the gospel which Paul preached, Acts 20:24?  
 
11. From whence did Paul receive his gospel, Gal. 1:11, 12?  
 
12. What did Paul say concerning the things written in his epistles, I Cor. 14:37? 
 
13. Christ referred an earnest seeker to the commandments (Luke 18:18-20) and 

Peter told those convicted by his message to repent and be baptized (Acts 
2:38), but what would you tell a sinner to do in order to be saved?  

 
14. Mark the following as to whether they refer to Israel (I) or the Church (C).  
 
(  ) Salvation by grace  (  ) Ten commandments 

(  ) One Divine Baptism   (  ) Water baptism 

(  ) Tongues and miracles  (  ) Healings and signs 

(  ) Earthly Kingdom  (  ) Rapture 

(  ) Great Tribulation  (  ) Heavenly calling 

(  ) Rites and ordinances  (  ) Holy days 

 
15. Israel’s expectation is in Christ coming back to earth to establish the 

prophesied kingdom, but what is our expectation according to I Thess. 4:17?  
 
 

LESSON 6 
 

God speaks During the Tribulation and Millennium 
 

 
Admittedly, we are living in “this present evil age” with wickedness and 

ungodliness on every hand, but over against the abounding sin of man is the much 
more over-abounding grace of God.  During this age God is withholding the 
judgment that man so richly deserves.  He is reaching out in grace to all 
everywhere, offering pardon from sin and everlasting life to all who will believe on 
His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Already this dispensation of grace has lasted 
longer than any previous one.  Even after many centuries the door of salvation still 
stands widely open and whosoever will may enter in.  One of these days that door 
will be closed and then God will no longer be speaking in His grace, but “then 
shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure” 
(Psalm 2:5).  In that coming day many will be praying to the mountains and rocks, 
and saying, “Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of his wrath is come; and who 
shall be able to stand?” (Revelation 6:16-17).  Instead of grace it will be wrath.  It 
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behooves each one to flee to Christ, the eternal Rock of Ages, and find in Him a 
refuge from the coming storms of judgment.  

 
This present age of grace will end with the removal from this earthly scene of 

the church, by means of the Rapture, when every member of that Church will be 
caught away to be forever with the Lord.  This takes place prior to the Great 
Tribulation.  The Church was a secret and has no place in a prophesied period of 
time such as the Great Tribulation, which is “the time of Jacob’s trouble” and has 
to do with Israel’s prophesied program.  Members of the Church have been “turned 
to God from idols to serve the living and true God; and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the 
wrath to come" (I Thessalonians 1:9-10).  The Lord Jesus has been raised from 
the dead and has rescued and delivered us from the coming wrath, for “God hath 
not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ” (5:9). 

 
In every age God has had a people and those who are His witnesses.  The 

Great Tribulation will be no exception.  Even then God will have those who will 
bear a testimony for Him.  In the seventh chapter of Revelation the judgments are 
briefly suspended while 144,000 are sealed and sent forth to be Jehovah’s 
witnesses.  There is no need to speculate as to who these are.  The Scripture 
plainly states they are all Jews, twelve thousand from each one of the twelve tribes 
that make up that nation.  Through their preaching of the gospel the world will be 
evangelized and the result is an innumerable multitude saved out of all the 
nations.  What gospel will they be preaching?  Not the gospel of the grace of God 
which we preach today.  The Lord tells us what gospel they would preach.  In the 
Olivet discourse He said, “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all 
the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come” (Matthew 
24:14).  The kingdom of heaven will again be at hand and these witnesses will be 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom.  They will testify of the coming kingdom and 
when the testimony has reached all nations the consummation will come with the 
return of that One of whom the prophet Isaiah wrote:  “Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon 
his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this” (9:7). 

 
The Great Tribulation will be a time when God will be pouring out the vials of 

wrath upon the impenitent, but it will also be a time when Satan will be venting his 
wrath against the Lord’s people.  Many of the saints will suffer martyrdom because 
of their refusal to take the mark of the Beast and to worship him.  In Revelation 
6:9-10 the Apostle John writes:  “I saw under the altar the souls of them that were 
slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held; and they cried 
with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?” The blood of these martyrs will 
be avenged and they will be rewarded by having a part in the first resurrection to 
live and reign with Christ.  We read:  “And I saw the souls of them that were 
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beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not 
worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their 
foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years” (Revelation 20:4).  This resurrection is called the first simply because it is 
the first of the two which are here being considered.  This has no reference to the 
Body of Christ.  At the Rapture several years prior to this some members of the 
Body Church will have already experienced a resurrection out from among those 
who are dead.  The above Scripture indicates that those who take the mark of the 
Beast have sealed their doom; they have committed a sin which will not be 
pardoned.  To refuse to take the mark will mean physical death, whereas to take it 
will mean spiritual death.  The visible “sin unto death” mentioned in I John 5:16 
seems to have reference to this.  

 
During the days of the French Revolution, when that country was filled with 

chaos and terror, there was a mighty spiritual movement under the Wesleys that 
kept England from going down the same path.  It was called “The Great 
Awakening.” The revolution in France and the revival in England were coexistent.  
So it will be in the End-time.  That will be an era of trouble such as the world has 
never experienced, chaos indescribable, but at the same time it will be a season of 
soul saving as was never seen before.  It would appear from Scripture that the 
ones saved in the Tribulation will be those who had not previously heard the 
gospel.  There are untold millions in many lands who have never had the 
opportunity to hear the good news of Christ, and those saved in the End-time will 
possibly come mainly from among these people.  Those who have had the truth 
presented to them in this age of grace, and have turned away from it, will find that 
it is then too late.  In every dispensation God has been “longsuffering… not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance,” and even in this 
future time of judgment He will have His messengers and many will be brought to 
salvation. During the first three and a half years of the End-time, while Antichrist is 
consolidating his power, God has the two witnesses in Jerusalem (Revelation 
11:7-12).  The powerful testimony of these two will have a large part in preparing 
the world for the fruitful ministry of the 144,000.  The 144,000 will be active during 
the last half of the seven years, which period is really the Great Tribulation.  Yes, 
souls will be saved and snatched from the burning even during this time of 
judgment.  We dare not hold out one ray of hope, though, to any who have heard 
the gospel today and have rejected God’s offer of mercy, and who think they may 
have another chance at some future time.  “Now is the day of salvation… Today if 
ye will hear his voice.” The passage in II Thessalonians 2:10-12 seems to indicate 
that those who have refused the truth concerning Christ will be given over to 
believe the lie of Antichrist. 

 
The period of tribulation concludes with the personal return of the rightful 

Ruler, our Lord Jesus Christ.  He comes, unlike His first coming, not in weakness 
but in power, not to suffer at the hands of His enemies but to destroy them with the 
breath of His mouth, not to die on a tree of shame but to sit on a throne of glory.  



 38 

He comes to take unto Himself His great power and to reign.  Matthew writes:  
“When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, 
then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory” (25:31).  Before this throne, the 
nations, or their representatives, are gathered and it will be determined what place 
they are to occupy in the millennial kingdom.  Israel, restored to favor, their 
blindness removed, and again blessed of God, will be head among the nations.  
The Gentile nations will be blessed through them, as God promised to Abraham, 
saying, “And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee; and 
in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed” (Genesis 12:3). 

 
In the opening verses of Revelation 20 there is a reference six times to “the 

thousand years.” This is the Millennium, for the word simply means a thousand 
annums, or one thousand years.  Christ will be reigning during this time as King of 
kings and Lord of lords, but His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom “which shall 
never be destroyed” and cannot be limited to a thousand years.  The Millennium is 
only the initial stage of Christ’s never-ending kingdom and has to do with “the 
heavens and the earth which are now” (II Peter 3:7).  Then the kingdom will be 
continued in the eternal state having to do with the “new heavens and new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness” (3:13).  The Millennium is not the golden age, it is 
the iron age, when Christ will be ruling with a rod of iron.  Blessed as the 
Millennium will be, it will be followed by something better.  The Millennium is man’s 
last test; Satan will be absent, in the bottomless pit, the curse at least partially 
removed, a righteous government installed, plenty for all, and yet, as in all 
previous ages, man fails again.  Those born during the Millennium will still need to 
be born again.  Many will be and many will not.  Some will rebel against the laws 
of the kingdom and will be swiftly dealt with.  Others will given feigned obedience 
but with no change of heart, and when Satan is loosed at the end of the thousand 
years they will rush to ally themselves with him and to fight against the Lord.  

 
The conditions that will prevail in the Millennium will certainly be a vast 

improvement over the present order.  Satan will not be on hand to deceive the 
nations for he will be shut up in the bottomless pit.  Then the disciples prayer, “Thy 
kingdom come,” will be answered.  The Messianic kingdom will have come and the 
will of God will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Then the peace long dreamed 
of will be a reality.  The Prince of Peace will be enthroned and His kingdom will be 
peaceful.  We read:  “And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke 
many people; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruninghooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more” (Isaiah 2:4).  With the curse lifted the earth will become fertile 
and fruitful, providing in abundance.  Man’s life span will be greatly lengthened 
and the world population will increase dramatically.  There will be no homeless or 
hungry.  All will be workers, and no shirkers, for the Divine Dictator and His agents 
will make sure that each one does his part.  There will be a righteous rule, with no 
miscarriages of justice, and lawbreakers will be speedily punished, some even by 
death.  But such a sovereignty over the earth with all the attendant blessings does 
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not change the heart of man.  This is proven when Satan is loosed at the end of 
the thousand years and when many will again flock to his banner in revolt against 
the King of kings.  

 
Will the Lord have His messengers during the Millennium and will there be 

those who need their preaching and teaching?  Multitudes will be born during the 
Millennium.  They will be born as members of the lost Adamic race and therefore 
will need to have the gospel preached to them so they may be born again, for no 
one experiences the new birth apart from the hearing of the Word.  Peter wrote:  
“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever” (I Peter 1:23).  God will certainly have many 
messengers bearing the life-giving Word during this period.  In fact, there will be 
an entire nation, constituting a royal priesthood, who will lead all the nations in 
their worship of Jehovah, and who will instruct them in all the laws of the kingdom.  
This is the purpose for which God raised up that nation, the nation Israel, 
Abraham’s seed.  God had said, “Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, 
and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all 
people; for all the earth is mine; and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and 
an holy nation” (Exodus 19:5-6).  In the past Israel failed to perform this mission, 
but in the future they will succeed in bringing all nations to the knowledge of the 
true and living God.  Then, as a result, “the earth shall be filled with the knowledge 
of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2:14), and “many 
nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths; for the law shall go forth in Zion, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem” (Micah 4:2). 

 
There can be little doubt as to the widespread dissemination of the Word 

during the thousand year Millennium.  It is sad, but true, that there are untold 
millions in the world today who have never heard the gospel of Christ which is the 
power of God unto salvation.  This will not be true during the Millennium.  All will 
have had God’s message brought to them repeatedly and those who do not 
respond will be without excuse as well as without hope.  In every age God has 
given His Word to the peoples of the world.  Those who hear it and obey it are like 
the wise man who built his house upon the rock, and when the storms came the 
house stood firm.  Those who hear the Word and ignore it are like the foolish man 
who built his house upon the sand, and when the storms came the result was 
disastrous.  
 

LESSON 6 – WORKSHEET 
 

1. What day is to follow the present church age, Rev. 6:17? 
 
2. What have we, as members of the Body, been delivered from, I Thess. 1:10?  
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3. From what nation are the one hundred and forty four thousand who are sealed, 
Rev. 7:4?  ………… Who will be saved through their testimony, Rev. 7:9? 
………… 

 
4. What gospel will be preached in that day, Matt. 24:14?  
 
5. What will befall many of those saved during the Tribulation, Rev. 20:4?  
 
6. According to this same verse, what would seem to be the unpardonable sin in 

that day?  
 

NOTE: John’s epistles, like those of Peter, James and Jude, have primarily in 
view the saints of the end time.  I John 5:16 speaks of “a sin unto death,” and this 
may refer to those who worship the beast and his image, and who take his mark in 
their forehead or hand.  To refuse to join in the idolatrous worship of that day may 
mean physical death, but to do so will mean spiritual death.  

 
7. Would the Scripture indicate that one can hear and reject the truth in this age, 

and then can be saved in the Tribulation?  Read carefully II Thess. 2:10,11. 
 
8. In addition to the testimony of the one hundred and forty four thousand, God 

will have two special witnesses.  Read Rev. 11:3-6 and fill in these blanks:  
They destroy their enemies with ………… They withhold the ………… They 
turn the waters into ………… They smite the earth with ………… 

 
9. Who caused the fire to destroy his enemies, II Kings 1:10, 12? ………… Who 

kept it from raining for three and a half years, James 5:17?  ………… Who 
turned the waters into blood, Ex. 7:19? ………… Who smote the earth with 
many plagues, Ex. 9:13-15?  ………… Who appeared with the Lord on the 
mount, Matt. 17:3? ………… In the light of your answers to these questions, 
who might very possibly be the two witnesses?  ………… 

 
10.  When Christ comes in His glory, who will He then judge, Matt. 25:32?  
 
11.   What is the reward of the sheep nations, Matt. 25:34?  
 
12.  What nation in particular will be saved, to enter into kingdom blessings, 

Rom. 11:26; Jer. 23:6?  ………… Who will be blessed through Israel, Isa. 
60:3? ………… What will be the attitude of the Gentiles toward the Jew, 
Zech. 8:23?  ………… 

 
13.   What will be the condition of the earth in that day, Hab. 2:14? 
 
14. Will the world be converted through the instrumentality of the Church?  
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SECTION III 
 

The Kingdom 
 

LESSON 7 
 

Israel’s Kingdom Hope 
 

In previous lessons we have been considering the various messengers God 
has used and the differing messages they bore.  We have noted the importance of 
discerning to whom these messages were addressed, lest we be acting on orders 
not given to us but to others.  The two main programs in Scripture which must be 
distinguished have to do with (1) Israel and the law and the kingdom hope, and (2) 
the Church with its grace program and its heavenly hope.  Many talk about the 
kingdom and pray for the kingdom to come but have rather vague ideas as to what 
it is they are referring.  When we speak of the kingdom we are referring to the 
prophesied, millennial, messianic kingdom which is to be established upon earth.  
This is the hope of Israel and the nations; it is not the hope of the Church, for the 
hope of members of the Body of Christ goes far beyond this earthly scene and has 
to do with that realm far above all, the heavenly places.  The word “heavenly” 
occurs several times in Scripture and has reference to that which is heavenly in 
origin or character, but this is not the case in Ephesians where five times, and only 
here, we have the phrase “in heavenly places.” This expression, en tois 
epouraniois, refers to a place, the place where we are to set our affections and 
“where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God” (Colossians 3:1), and the place to 
which we are bound and where our blessings are to be enjoyed.  Yet even though 
our hope is not terrestrial but celestial we do rejoice in the certainty of the coming 
kingdom; when earth will have its rest, and best of all when our blessed Lord 
Jesus will have His rightful place upon the throne as King and Almighty Sovereign 
and when every knee will bow before Him. 

 
For the first four or five hundred years after their exodus from Egypt the nation 

Israel had no king.  It was God’s will there should be a theocracy, the nation 
governed by Him and directed by those who were divinely instructed and 
empowered.  However, in the days of Samuel the people clamored for a king, 
desiring to be like the nations around them and forgetting that their glory consisted 
in being different from the others.  Their faith was so small they could not trust in 
an unseen God but had to have a leader they could see, like many Christians 
today who are so spiritually feeble they have to have a lot of religious trappings to 
look upon.  Israel was warned of the treatment they would receive from a king, but 
they persisted and God allowed them to have their way.  Their choice was Saul 
and we have the record of his failure.  It was then that God raised up David and 
placed him on the throne.  David is one of the truly great characters of the Old 
Testament, and one of the most lovable, a man after God’s own heart.  
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In the seventh chapter of 2nd Samuel we learn of David’s desire to build a 
house for God, but he was told to leave that for his son to do, and instead God 
was going to build a house for David.  In 7:16 God said, “And thine house and thy 
kingdom shall be established for ever  before thee; thy throne shall be established 
for ever.”  Here we have the promise of the everlasting kingdom, and David’s 
house and David’s throne to be established for ever.  Christ, as Son of David, will 
reign in the theocratic kingdom on earth, but there are many Scriptures that state 
that David himself will share in that reign.  We quote a few of those Scriptures:  
“But they shall serve the LORD their God, and David their king whom I will raise 
up unto them” (Jeremiah 30:9).  “And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he 
shall feed them, even my servant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their 
shepherd.  And I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David a prince 
among them; I the Lord have spoken it” (Ezekiel 34:23-24).  “And David my 
servant shall be king over them; and they all shall have one shepherd; they shall 
also walk in my statutes, and do them” (37:24-25).  Many apply these words to 
Christ, but while Christ is called son of David, seed of David, root of David, He is 
never called David.  Newell has written:  “We must not confuse in our minds this 
situation.  We must believe the plain words of God.  David is not the son of David.  
Christ, as son of David, will be King; and David, His father after the flesh, will be 
prince, during the Millennium.” Pentecost writes:  “It would be concluded that in the 
government of the millennium David will be appointed a regent over Palestine and 
will rule over that land as prince, ministering under the authority of Jesus Christ, 
the King.” 

 
Not only by the prophetic word but in other ways as well the fact is brought 

before us in the Scriptures that a kingdom is to be established on earth.  In the 
apostolic preaching it was referred to as the kingdom of heaven, the rule of 
heaven imposed upon earth.  In Nebuchadnezzar’s dream he saw a great image 
and then a stone cut out without hands that smote the image with all its component 
parts and reduced it to dust which the wind carried away.  Then that stone became 
a great mountain which filled the whole earth (Daniel 2:31-35).  At His first coming 
Christ came as a stumbling stone and Israel stumbled over that stumbling stone 
and fell.  At His second coming He comes as the smiting stone bringing an end to 
the times of the Gentiles and setting up His rule over the nations.  We read:  “And 
in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall 
never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.  
Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without 
hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the 
gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass 
hereafter; and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure” (Daniel 
2:44-45).  This kingdom of heaven will be as literal and material as any ever 
presided over by human monarchs, but it will have a spiritual side also for it will be 
characterized by righteousness, justice and peace.  Further in Daniel is written:  “I 
saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the 
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clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near 
before him.  And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, and nations, and languages, should serve him; his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall 
not be destroyed” (7:13-14).  Here is Christ standing before the Almighty God and 
being invested with that kingdom which shall never pass away.  All through the 
Old Testament, in story, type and prophecy, someone is coming, and that 
Someone is the King Himself, coming to establish His kingdom of peace and 
righteousness.  

 
In reading the gospel accounts one cannot escape the conclusion that the Lord 

Jesus Christ had come to earth not only to be a Saviour but also a King.  The 
angel Gabriel, sent to the virgin Mary, told her she was to be with child by the Holy 
Ghost, that His name was to be called Jesus, that the Lord God was to give Him 
the throne of His father David, and that He was to reign over the house of Jacob 
for ever and of His kingdom there would be no end (Luke 1:26-33).  “Rabbi, thou 
art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel” (John 1:49).  The Lord did not 
correct him, and the day is coming when the entire nation will give a like 
confession and acknowledge that He is their God and King. Sadly, at His first 
coming, the nation was not like Nathanael and would not receive Him.  When 
Pilate brought Jesus to them and said, “Behold your King,” what was the 
response?  “But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him.  Pilate 
saith unto them, Shall I crucify your king?  The chief priests answered, We have 
no king but Caesar” (John 19:15).  His death followed, but God raised Him from 
the dead, having loosed the pains of death.  Christ’s suffering was now 
accomplished and according to the prophetic Word He was ready to be enthroned 
and to enter into His glory.  The kingdom which was preached prior to the cross 
could now be definitely proffered.  The disciples asked the risen Christ, “Lord, wilt 
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6).  The Lord did not 
really answer their question as the restoration would depend on Israel’s response 
to the renewed offer of the kingdom.  That there was a renewed offer there can be 
no doubt.  In his very first message, on the day of Pentecost, the Apostle Peter 
stated that Christ had been raised from the dead to sit on David’s throne and he 
called on the nation to repent.  Some did repent, about three thousand, but the 
great majority of the nation with their leaders did not.  In Acts the third chapter 
Peter stated that on condition of their repentance their sins would be blotted out 
and Christ would return to bring in the times of refreshing, the prophesied kingdom 
with its attendant blessings.  This is the story of the book of Acts, with continued 
rejection on the part of Israel until they were finally rejected and set aside for a 
season.  

 
The present dispensation was hid from the sons of men in other ages.  It was 

hid in the mind and heart of God until He revealed it through the Apostle Paul.  
During this dispensation, Israel is off the scene, the kingdom is in abeyance, and 
God is calling out a company of believers, sinners saved by grace, who constitute 
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the Church, the Body of Christ.  Paul was the first member of this Church, followed 
by a great host even to this day.  Those saved prior to Paul under the kingdom 
gospel did not become members of the Church of this dispensation.  Those saved 
at Pentecost and subsequently, and also the circumcision apostles themselves, 
were all kingdom saints embracing a kingdom hope, and that hope will be realized 
in the kingdom when those twelve apostles will be sitting on twelve thrones judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel.  Further, the writings of these kingdom saints (James, 
Peter, John, Jude)  are not addressed directly to members of the Church of the 
mystery, the Body of Christ.  It is in Paul’s epistles that we find the marching 
orders for the Church.  There may be some parallel lines of truth in the general 
epistles but that does not make them identical.  Just as the Pauline epistles have 
their place of prominence and are applicable to God’s people today, so the 
general epistles will have their place of prominence and be applicable to God’s 
people in the future when God will again be dealing with Israel and with their 
kingdom program.  

 
With the setting aside of the nation Israel the kingdom program was suspended 

and a new program was ushered in, the dispensation of the grace of God.  
Through a new apostle, Paul, it was revealed that the kingdom was postponed and 
that God would be reaching out in grace to all everywhere, saving sinners by His 
grace through faith in the redemptive work of His Son who died at Calvary, the 
Just One for the unjust, that He might bring us to God.  The hope of these saved 
sinners, made members of the Church, Christ’s Body, is not the earthly messianic 
kingdom which will some day be set up on earth.  They have been brought into a 
spiritual kingdom.  Paul wrote:  “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made 
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light; who hath delivered 
us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear 
Son” (Colossians 1:12-13).  This spiritual kingdom is characterized by 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost (Romans 14:17).  And our 
hope, as members of the Church, is not in the kingdom coming but in our going, 
caught away to be forever with the Lord. 

 
The dispensation of grace ends with the removal of the Church from earth by 

way of the rapture, with every member caught away to be for ever with the Lord.  
Then follows the final chapter in man’s day with the casting down of Satan, the 
appearance of his tool, the personal antichrist of the end-time, and the great 
tribulation.  The kingdom will again be in view and in spite of satanic opposition 
there will be a great worldwide proclamation of the gospel of the kingdom.  Jesus 
predicted this in Matthew 24:14.  He said:  “And this gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end 
come.” The end comes with the personal return of King Jesus as the Rider on the 
white horse, followed by the heavenly army, and trampling His enemies beneath 
His feet.  Then will be heard “great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign 
for ever and ever” (Revelation 11:15).  Heavenly beings fall on their faces in 
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worship, saying, “We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, 
and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast 
reigned” (11:17).   

 
Yea, Amen, let all adore Thee, 

High on Thy exalted throne,  
Saviour, take Thy power and glory, 
Claim all kingdoms for Thine own.  

 
 

LESSON 7 – WORKSHEET 
 

1. What did God promise to David, II Sam. 7:16?  
 
2. In Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, the stone which smote the image became a great 

mountain filling the whole earth.  What did this symbolize, Dan. 2:44, 45. 
 
3. Read Dan. 7:13, 14 and answer these three questions:  
 

(a) Who is the one like the Son of Man?  
 
(b)Who is the Ancient of Days?  
 
(c)What was given the Son of Man?  
 

4. Read Luke 1:32, 33 and complete this statement:  The Lord will give ………… 
the ………… of His Father …………, and He shall ………… over the house of 
Israel …………, and of His ………… there shall be no end.  

 
5. By what twofold title did Nathanael address Jesus, John 1:49?  ………… and 

………… Did Jesus disclaim either title?   
 
6. Jesus and His disciples preached the kingdom, Matt. 9:35; 10:7.  Cross out the 

following statement which is not true:  
 
(a) The kingdom preached was a kingdom in heaven to which we go when we 

die.  
(b) The kingdom preached was a kingdom which is to be on earth, ruled over 

by a heavenly power.  
 

7. What question was asked by the disciples after Christ’s death and 
resurrection, Acts 1:6?  

 
8. According to Peter, King David had prophesied that Christ would be raised 

from the dead to sit where, Acts 2:30?  
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9. Peter said that if Israel would repent the times of refreshing would come from 

the presence of the Lord, Acts 3:19, 20.  What did he mean?  
 
10. What kingdom are we in, as members of the Body, Col. 1:13?  Is this a 

spiritual kingdom? 
 
11.   What are the characteristics of this spiritual kingdom, Rom. 14:17?  
 
12. Before Christ returns to set up His kingdom, there will be a counterfeit 

kingdom on earth.  Who will this false king be, Rev. 13:1, 2, 7?  From whom 
does he get his authority, Rev. 13:24 (cf. 12:9)?   

 
13.  What great event marks the climax of the Divine history, Rev. 11:15? 
 
14. Read Zech. 14:16, 17 and then circle the right word: When the nations in the 

kingdom go to worship the King, the capital of the kingdom will be:  
 

London Washington  Jerusalem 

Rome New York Moscow 

 
15.   The kingdom will be U………… (Micah 4:2). 
 
        The kingdom will be P………… (Micah 4:3). 

 
        The kingdom will be P………… (Micah 4:4). 
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SECTION IV 
 

The Law 
 

LESSON 8 
 

The Law Given to Israel 
 

The first word of 2nd Timothy 2:14 is the word “study.” This is the Greek 
spoudazo and means to give diligence, to labor, etc.  For what are we to give 
diligence, to be ambitious to attain?  The answer is that we are to earnestly strive 
to stand approved before God, and not to be a workman who is negligent and who 
blushes for shame.  However, if we want God’s approval it is important that we 
know what it is that He desires and expects of us, and there is only one place to 
acquire this knowledge and that is the Word of truth.  We may therefore aptly 
apply this word “study” to the Holy Scriptures.  We are to be diligent students of 
the Word, gaining an intimate knowledge of it and walking in obedience to it.  
Further, this verse tells us we are to rightly divide the Word of truth.  What is 
meant by that?  It means we are to recognize there are certain divisions in the 
Word, called dispensations, and the instructions given to God’s people in one 
dispensation may not be binding on His people in another.  

 
Perhaps the word “dispensation” may not be too familiar to some, although it is 

a Bible word.  A more common term would be the word “administration.” All are 
aware that when there is a change of the administration at Washington there may 
be changes in the laws governing the conduct of the citizens.  What may have 
been the law of the land under one administration may no longer be valid in 
another.  Thus it is with the dispensational distinctions in the Word.  The laws 
which govern the Lord’s people in one dispensation may not be binding on His 
people when the dispensation has changed and a new set of rules has been 
given.  We are not to assume that wherever we open the Bible to read the Lord is 
speaking directly to us.  We must take into consideration the time, or dispensation, 
and the ones who are being addressed.  All Scripture is for us, and profitable, but 
not all Scripture is addressed directly to us.  There are some things common to all 
dispensations, while other things may be quite different.  In rightly dividing we are 
the test the things that differ and certainly two things that differ greatly are law and 
grace.  This present lesson will deal with the former, the law, and will note what 
the Scripture has to say in its regard.  The law in view is the law given to Moses at 
Sinai for the children of Israel.  Many think only of the ten commandments when 
the law is mentioned, but it included much more, it also embraced the ceremonial 
law with its multitudinous rules and rites and ceremonies.  The holy writer 
described this law program when he said, “Which stood only in meats and drinks, 
and divers washings (baptisms), and carnal (fleshly) ordinances, imposed on them 
until the times of reformation” (Hebrews 9:10).  Paul refers to it as “the Jews’ 
religion” (Galatians 1:13). 
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Romans 5:13-14 refers to a period from Adam to Moses.  This covered the first 

2500 years of man’s history and during this time there was no law.  About 1490 
B.C. the law entered (Romans 5:20) and this was shortly after Israel’s deliverance 
from the Egyptian bondage.  The opening verses of Exodus 20 relate to this:  “And 
God spake all these words, saying, I am the Lord thy God, which have brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.” God is here speaking 
to Abraham’s seed, the nation Israel.  God never brought any Gentiles out of the 
land of Egypt so He is not speaking to them.  Here God gives Israel the 
commandments, judgments and ordinances which were to govern the national, 
moral, social and religious life of the nation.  

 
Sin was in the world prior to the entrance of the law, but the law was not given 

to take away sin.  Quite the contrary.  The law was given that the offence might 
abound (Romans 5:20) and that sin by the commandment might become 
exceeding sinful (Romans 7:13).  All the law could do was to show man his sinful 
condition and his inability to attain by his own doing to the righteousness which 
God demands.  “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 
3:23).  God’s glory has been revealed in a perfect law and in the only perfect Man 
who ever perfectly kept that perfect law.  Measured by either of these all have 
come short.  “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in 
his sight; for by the law is the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20).  Notice, by the law 
is simply the knowledge of sin.  By Adam was the entrance of sin, by Moses the 
knowledge of sin, and by Christ alone is the forgiveness of sin.  The law was like a 
mirror.  A mirror reveals a dirty face but another cleansing agent is needed to be 
rid of the dirt.  The law reveals man’s sin but the precious blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is needed to be cleansed from that sin.  

 
The law was given to Israel and included the whole legal system with its 

commandments, rites, offerings, sabbath keeping, etc.  No Gentiles were ever 
under the law.  The law was Israel’s schoolmaster (pedagogue) or child conductor 
to bring them up to, or until, Christ.  The law was never intended to be permanent.  
Galatians 3:19 says it was added and verse 26 states it was only needed until 
Christ.  To what was it added?  It was added to the promises and the covenant 
made with Abraham and his seed, and it was only to be in force until the advent of 
Messiah.  When Messiah came the pedagogue, child trainer, would no longer be 
necessary.  Sadly, when Messiah came the nation did not receive Him, and as a 
result have experienced this long period of rejection when they are Lo-ammi, not 
recognized as God’s people.  

 
When the Lord Jesus was here in the flesh as Israel’s long-awaited Messiah 

and King, He was here as one under the law.  Galatians 4:4 reads: “But when the 
fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law.” In Luke 2 we have the story of His birth and in that chapter the law 
is mentioned five times.  When Jesus was eight days old He was circumcised 
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according to the law.  Forty days after His birth He was taken to Jerusalem to 
present Him to the Lord and this was according to the law.  He was a firstborn son 
and so an offering was required, and they brought either a pair of turtledoves or 
two young pigeons.  Why did His parents bring this particular type of offering?  In 
Leviticus 12:8 we read:  “And if she be not able to bring a lamb, then she shall 
bring two turtles, or two young pigeons.” Because they brought the latter it is 
evident they were poor, and this indicates the Magi had not yet visited them, 
bringing their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  Later, as Jesus was about to 
begin His public ministry He came obediently as one under the law to be baptized 
of John at Jordan.  When John remonstrated, Jesus replied, “Suffer it to be so 
now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” He was careful to fulfil all 
the righteous requirements of the law.  We discern from Luke 4:16 that His custom 
was to worship at the synagogue on the sabbath day as prescribed by the Mosaic 
law.  Those under the law were to be obedient to their religious leaders and Jesus 
reminded His listeners of this.  “Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his 
disciples, saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat; all therefore 
whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do” (Matthew 23:1-3).  

 
In the reference to Moses’ seat the word for seat is kathedra, a seat or throne 

of authority.  It is true that Jesus was here under the law, but we are not under the 
law and we do not follow Him in any of these things.  They were under the law 
administration at that time and we are not.  

 
The mistake made by many is to assume that the death and resurrection of 

Christ and the descent of the Holy Spirit brought an end to the dispensation of law 
and ushered in the dispensation of grace.  This is certainly not so.  The 
dispensation of grace for us Gentiles did not begin with Peter on a Jewish feast 
day preaching to a Jewish audience and using the keys to open the door to 
kingdom blessings.  In his salutation in Acts 1:1 Luke says, “The former treatise 
have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach.”  What 
Jesus began in the gospel account He continued, at least for a season, to do in 
the book of Acts.  The law regime continued in operation.  Many years after 
Pentecost the Apostle Paul visited Jerusalem and the church elders there said to 
him, “thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; 
and they are all zealous of the law” (Acts 21:20).  Most of these Jews were 
perhaps among the thousands converted at Pentecost and later through the 
ministry of Peter and the Twelve.  They were zealots for the law, following Moses, 
but they were believers.  They believed that Jesus of Nazareth, who died on the 
cross and was raised from the dead, was their rightful King.  They were saved 
under the gospel of circumcision and entertained a kingdom hope in which they 
continued.  Meanwhile, Paul had been sent with the gospel of the uncircumcision 
to the Gentiles and this twofold program continued during the remainder of Acts, 
the transition period, with the one fading out and the other expanding.  
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It is important that we distinguish between that which was done at the cross 
and that which was done by the cross.  Certain things were done at the cross; 
things done once and for all and never to be repeated.  Other things were done 
by, or as a result of, the cross, and some of those things were not made known 
until much later.  With the Apostle Paul the Lord brought in a new program, the 
calling out of the church, sinners saved by grace, baptized into Christ and made 
members of His Body.  Through Paul the Lord revealed some wonderful things 
accomplished for us by His death on the cross.  One of these is that in the cross of 
Christ we died, not only to sin and to the world, but we died to he law as well.  
“Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of 
Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the 
dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto god” (Romans 7:4).  As a result we are 
no longer under the law, but under grace (6:15).  By His death on the cross the 
Lord Jesus Christ did away with the law, as stated in Colossians 2:14, “Blotting out 
the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and 
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.” A few verses further (vs. 17) it says 
that the handwriting of ordinances, that whole religious system, was nothing more 
than a shadow of the good things to come.  We have the good things so let us 
leave the shadows and glory in the substance, which is Christ.  He took that law, 
which was against us and contrary to us, and nailed it to His cross.  Let us not get 
a crowbar and try to pry it loose, but leave it there, and begin to rejoice in the 
glorious liberty of the children of God.  The renowned Dr. I. M. Haldeman wrote 
many years ago:  “In the far East when a mortgage is to be canceled, it is taken 
and nailed up over the door of the house and then blotted out, made illegible; so 
that every passerby may know that it no longer has any claim on the resident.  
Precisely so, in that far day on the cross, the Son of God for us and our salvation, 
took this law and all its ordinances of condemnation and restriction, and nailed 
them to His cross, blotting them out in the blood which, answering to every 
demand of justice against us, cried, ‘It is finished.’ That old law is crucified to every 
Christian, and buried in the grave of Jesus Christ, from whence we have risen with 
Him in the liberty of the Spirit and of life, above all ordinances for the flesh.” 

 
Does the fact we are not under the law mean that we are lawless?  Certainly 

not.  There is another law now operating in our members that controls our life and 
conduct.  It is the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.  We read of this in 
Romans 8:2-4, “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made us free 
from the law of sin and death.  For what the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for 
sin, condemned sin in the flesh; that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” There was something the 
law could not do; not that there was anything wrong with the law, but the trouble 
was with us because of the weakness of the flesh.  What the law could not do was 
to enable us to attain either to salvation or sanctification.  Now this new law, the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, is working in our members, energizing and 
enabling us to live in the revealed will and Word of God.  Many are struggling with 
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the law and endeavoring to live the Christian life when they really have no life to 
live.  When truly saved by the grace of God through faith in the redemptive work of 
the Lord Jesus Christ we come into possession of a new life, the very life of Christ 
Himself.  Then we may truly say, “For me to live is Christ” and “It is no longer I who 
live, but Christ who lives in me.” The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, what a 
blessed law by which to be governed.  The Pauline epistles show us our high and 
holy position, and they also inform us that our condition should correspond to our 
position.  The exhortations addressed to us are as much to be obeyed as were the 
thunderings of Sinai to be obeyed by Israel, but unlike them we have been given 
the empowerment needed to obey. 

 
Run, John, and do, the law commands;  
And gives him neither legs nor hands. 
But better news the gospel brings;  

 It bids him fly and gives him wings. 
 
Following the church age there will be on earth a time of trouble such as never 

was before.  This is the 70th week of Daniel’s great prophecy, the latter half of 
which is the Great Tribulation.  The false Christ will be on the scene.  He is 
referred to in 2nd Thessalonians 2:8, “And then shall that Wicked be revealed, 
whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with 
the brightness of his coming.” This is the personal antichrist of the end-time, called 
here “that Wicked” or the marginal reading is “that lawless one.” It will be a time 
characterized by lawlessness, but it will be in the main a rebellion against the laws 
of the God of heaven.  It will be puny man shaking his fist toward heaven and 
saying, “I’ll do it my way.” As the black clouds foretell a coming storm so the 
lawlessness abroad today presages the fearsome end-time.  On every hand there 
is a rising tide of rebellion against all rule and authority, a refusal to be governed 
by any laws or values, just do as one may desire.  As a result there is anarchy in 
the streets, the home, schools, and the workplace.  Alas, this spirit has also 
invaded our churches, with members unwilling to accept the spirit of our Lord and 
Master.  Christians need to be on guard against the increasing spirit of 
lawlessness that prevails, all of which stems from a revolt against God and an 
unwillingness to submit to Him and His laws. 

 
It has been said that it is darkest just before the dawn.  The Great Tribulation 

will certainly be the darkest period in human history but the return of Him who is 
the Bright and Morning Star will herald the dawn of a new day. Christ returns to 
banish those who have defied His laws, and to usher in His millennial reign.  In 
that day those who enter the Millennium will have God’s law in their hearts.  “After 
those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in 
their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people” (Jeremiah 31:33).  
Those born after the beginning of the Millennium will be born sinners, even as 
today, and will need to be born again, hence sin will be possible but will be 
summarily dealt with.  The Millennium is not the golden age; that will follow in the 
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eternal state with the new heavens and the new earth.  The Millennium is the iron 
age.  The Lord will be King and ruling with a rod of iron.  The earth will have its 
Divine Dictator and lawlessness will not be tolerated.  Man believes Satan’s lies 
and has two delusions:  1) that he can save himself, and 2) that he can govern 
himself.  Thank God the true Governor is coming and He will bring in a truly great 
society when righteousness will prevail.  “Let the people praise thee, O God; let all 
the people praise thee.  O let the nations be glad and sing for joy; for thou shall 
judge the people righteously, and govern the nations upon earth” (Psalm 67:3-4). 
 

LESSON 8 – WORKSHEET 
 

1. According to II Tim. 2:15, what two things are we to do with the Word of 
Truth? 

 
2. Why is it necessary to understand dispensational truth?  
 
3. Read I Cor. 10:11 and Rom. 3:19 and then complete this statement:  All the 

Bible is written ………… us, but not all the Bible is written ………… us. 
 
4. In Rom. 5:14 there is a division of time designated as being from ………… 

This was a period of about ………… years.  During this time there was 
…………, Rom. 5:13. 

 
5. About ………… B.C.  ………… entered, Rom. 5:20. 
 
6. Look up Rom. 3:19, 20; 5:20; 7:13; Gal. 3:19 and then fill in these blanks:  The 

law was added because of ………… The law was given that every mouth may 
be …………, and all the world may become ………… before God.  The law 
entered that the offense might ………… By the law is the ………… of sin.  Sin 
by the commandment becomes exceeding ………… 

 
7. Read Ex. 19:3.  God led no Gentiles out of Egypt, so this important question:  

To whom did God give the law?  
 
8. What was the law, and for how long? Gal 3:24. 
 
9. In Gal 3:19 we read the law was added.  To what was it added?    Was this 

addition to be permanent or temporary?  How do you know?    
 
10. Read Gal. 4:4; Luke 2:21-24; 4:16; Matt. 3:15; 5:17; 7:12.  Why was Christ 

circumcised, baptized, etc.?  
 
11. What did Christ tell the disciples to do?  Matt. 23:1-3?  
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12. When Christ died, He became the end of the law, but was that fact 
immediately made known?  Almost thirty years later there were still thousands 
of believing Jews who were zealous of the law, Acts 21:20.  Were they out of 
the will of God?   

 
13. If a member of the Body of Christ today were zealous of the law, would they 

be out of the will of God?  
 
14. The believer today is ………… to the law, Rom. 7:4.  We are ………… the 

law, but …………, Rom. 6:14.  As far as we are concerned, what did Christ do 
for us at Calvary?  Col. 2:14.  ………… 

 
15. What will be the great characteristic of the last days, and what do we already 

see at work? What is antichrist called?  See II Thess. 2:7,8 and note marginal 
reading.  

 
16. Where is Jehovah going to write His law in a future day?  Jer. 31:33. 
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SECTION V 
 

The Nation Israel 
 

LESSON 9 
 

Israel’s Past 
 

In the preceding lessons a great deal has been said about God’s covenant 
people, the nation Israel, and some may thereby think any further word is 
redundant.  It is highly important, though, if one would have a correct 
understanding of the Word, to be thoroughly familiar with Israel’s history, and of 
God’s dealings with them and His purposes for them.  It is only then we will 
discern where we fit into the picture and can be found working in harmony with 
God’s program for members of the Church in this age of grace.  The major portion 
of Holy Scripture is devoted to Israel and in the next two lessons we will briefly 
cover Israel’s past, present, and God’s plans for their future.  

 
During the first two thousand years of man’s history there was no such thing as 

nations.  We read:  “And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech” 
(Genesis 11:1).  During this time the wickedness of man had become so great that 
God sent the flood, destroying all flesh, and began the human race all over again 
with the eight souls saved in the ark.  But even after the flood it was the same old 
story of sin and departure from God.  Romans 1:21-25 describes that time and 
indicates that even though the people had sufficient spiritual light to guide them, 
they turned away from the truth of the one true Creator God, made their images 
and became idolaters.  This brought judgment upon them at their idolatrous tower 
of Babel, where God confounded their language and scattered them abroad.  This 
was the beginning of the disunited nations.  It was then God determined to bring 
on the scene a new nation.  He called Abram out of Ur of the Chaldees, promising 
to make of his seed a great nation, and through that nation, Israel, to bring the 
scattered nations back to Himself.  

 
The Old Testament is the history of the nation Israel.  They were a nation 

highly favored of God.  He considered them as His vineyard, the vine of His 
planting, and He could say, “What could have been done more to my vineyard, 
that I have not done in it?” (Isaiah 5:4).  He brought them out of Egypt, safely 
through the sea, destroying the enemy who pursued them.  He led them through 
the wilderness, ministering to their every need, and brought them into the land of 
promise, giving them victory over nations greater and mightier than they.  And best 
of all He gave them His Word, making them custodians of the truth.  The question 
is asked in Romans 3:1, “What advantage then hath the Jew?” and the answer is 
given, “Much every way; chiefly, because that unto them were committed the 
oracles of God.” In addition, the Lord was continually sending unto them His 
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spokesmen.  He said, “Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the land of 
Egypt unto this day I have even sent unto you all my servants the prophets, daily 
rising up early and sending them” (Jeremiah 7:25).  What was the nation’s 
reaction to all of the Divine favor, and their response to His message by the 
prophets?  We are very plainly told:  “And the Lord God of their fathers sent to 
them by his messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because he had 
compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place;  But they mocked the 
messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the 
wrath of the Lord arose against his people, till there was no remedy” (2 Chronicles 
36:15-16).  In spite of God’s care and concern, and every effort to bring them back 
to Himself, the nation turned away and their condition became incurable; there 
was no remedy.  About 700 B.C. Israel (the tribes of the north)  was carried away 
into Assyria and to this day are referred to as the ten lost tribes.  Some time later 
Judah (and Benjamin) were carried off to Babylon.  After seventy years of captivity 
a remnant returned under Ezra and Nehemiah to rebuild the temple and the city of 
Jerusalem.  Four centuries later, when Christ came, the Jews were there in the 
land but under Gentile rule.  

 
The period between the two testaments is referred to as the four hundred silent 

years, when Israel was in disfavor with God and He had withdrawn from the scene.  
This was similar to the present two thousand years when Israel is again in disfavor 
with God and the heavens are again silent.  The lot of the Jews in Palestine during 
the four hundred years was quite stressful and they have been described as being 
“between the anvil and the hammer.” They and the land suffered much as a result 
of the constant wars between the neighboring nations.  Mid-way in this period 
Antiochus Epiphanes came in control of the land, plundering Jerusalem and 
enslaving many of the inhabitants.  He profaned the temple by offering a sow on 
the great altar and erecting an altar to Jupiter.  In all this he was a type of the 
Beast of the last days, and the “abomination of desolation” spoken of by the Lord 
in Matthew 24:15.  His excesses brought about the revolt of the Maccabees and 
Israel’s history of this time is the record of fierce fighting and many deeds of 
heroism.  

 
The silence of the four centuries was broken with the birth of John Baptist, the 

forerunner of Messiah, and then with the birth of Messiah Himself.  The nation 
Israel had ignored the message of their prophets, but now the Son of God has 
come to them and what will be their response to Him?  The answer is in Matthew 
21:33-39 in the parable spoken by Jesus of the householder and the husbandmen.  
The householder is God, the vineyard the nation Israel, and the husbandmen the 
leaders of that nation.  The servants were the prophets whom God sent to them 
from time to time, whom they mistreated and some of whom they killed.  Last of all 
God sent His own dear Son and they said, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him, 
and let us seize on his inheritance.” And this is what they did.  In recent times 
efforts have been made to absolve the Jews of the crime of bringing about Christ’s 
death, but the record is clear.  When Peter was speaking to his Jewish audience 
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he said, “But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be 
granted unto you; and killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the 
dead” (Acts 3:14-15).  Later, when speaking to the Gentiles, Peter said, “And we 
are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in 
Jerusalem whom they slew and hanged on a tree” (10:39).  In his dying address 
Stephen charged that nation with their sin and wickedness.  He said, “Ye 
stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost; as your fathers did, so do ye.  Which of the prophets have not your fathers 
persecuted?  And they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the 
Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers” (7:51-52). 

 
In spite of what is commonly taught we are not to think that Israel, having 

rejected the Son of God and having brought about His death, is then and there set 
aside.  After Christ’s resurrection Israel was given another opportunity to repent 
and to acknowledge that Jesus of Nazareth was indeed the promised Messiah and 
King.  The Holy Spirit was given to convict them of their sin; of sin because they 
did not believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Another of our Lord’s parables, the 
parable of the fig tree in Luke 13:6-9, is illustrative of this second chance which 
was given to the nation.  In this parable God is the Owner of the vineyard, the Lord 
Jesus Christ is the Dresser, and Israel the fig tree.  The three years in which the 
Dresser had worked with the tree represent the three years of the Lord’s ministry 
in the midst of that nation.  When the Owner said to cut down the fruitless tree it 
was the Dresser who requested that it might be given another chance.  Israel was 
given that additional opportunity as the twelve apostles preached to them with the 
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, and it is interesting to note that it was just 
about one year between the resurrection of Christ and the stoning of Stephen.  In 
a previous lesson it was stated that with Stephen’s martyrdom Israel’s “all day 
long” of God’s favor had come to an end.  There the nation was judicially found 
guilty and sentence pronounced, but the sentence was not executed until the 
close of the transition, and beyond that to the destruction of Jerusalem. 

 
Israel was tested and tried in many ways and failed repeatedly, proving that all 

of Adam’s race, Jew and Gentile alike, stand guilty before God.  It has been said 
that God made a difference to prove there was no difference.  We read:  "For 
there is no difference; for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:22-23).  Following are a few of the ways in which Israel was tested:  

 
1) They were tested under the Covenant.  This was the covenant of law.  

When God was to enter into this covenant relationship with them all the 
people answered together and said, “All that the Lord hath spoken we will 
do” (Exodus 19:8).  But did they?  No, they did not.  The Lord said, “Which 
my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them” (Jeremiah 
31:32).  Israel failed under that old covenant but the Lord is going to make 
a new covenant with them and He says, “This shall be the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, I will put 
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my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their 
God, and they shall be my people” (vs.33). 

2) They were tested under the Commission.   Yes, they had a commission.  
The Lord planted them in the midst of all the heathen and said, “Ye are my 
witnesses” (Isaiah 43:10).  They were to make the name of God known 
among the Gentiles, but because of their failure and sin it was written:  “For 
the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you” (Romans 
2:24).  Jonah was typical of the nation.  He was commissioned to go to the 
Gentiles but refused and landed in the belly of the big fish.  Israel would not 
go but are there anyway, swallowed up of the nations.  The big fish could 
not digest Jonah and had to give him up.  The nations cannot digest the 
Jews in their midst and some day will be forced to give them up.  Jonah 
received his commission again and this time he went and the entire city 
repented from the least to the greatest.  Israel will be commissioned again 
and this time will go and the result will be a great worldwide turning to God. 

3) They were tested under the Christ.  The fulness of time had come and the 
prophesied, long-awaited Messiah was in the midst of His people, yet went 
unrecognized.  He had come to save them from their enemies and they 
knew Him not.  Worse, though, than their nonrecognition was that He was 
despised and rejected and hated without a cause.  In His lament over 
Jerusalem and the nation that had refused Him He says, “Ye shall not see 
me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord” (Matthew 23:39).  Israel, in the day of their trouble, will say that 
very thing.  They will look on Him whom they pierced, they will 
acknowledge their sin, and find forgiveness and salvation in Him. 

4) They were tested under the Convictor.  Having rejected Christ Jesus and 
seeing Him put to death Israel was given one last opportunity to repent and 
to receive the proffered blessing.  The Holy Spirit came at Pentecost to 
convict them of their sin, and the Spirit-filled apostles made one final 
appeal to the nation, but they blasphemed and did their best to silence 
God’s messengers.  For the past two millenniums they have been a cast-
away people.  The day is coming, however, when God will turn again to 
them, for He has said:  “And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in my statues, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.  And ye 
shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my 
people, and I will be your God” (Ezekiel 36:27-28). 

 
In reading of Israel’s failures let no Gentiles be puffed up.  All of us are nothing 

but failures in ourselves, and remember that which is written:  “For if God spared 
not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee” (Romans 11:21). 

 
The stoning of Stephen marked the close of God’s dealings with Israel and the 

culmination of the kingdom offer.  Immediately thereafter Saul of Tarsus is 
converted, he who was the Lord’s chosen vessel to bear His name before the 
heathen world.  In Acts 13 Barnabas and Saul, with John Mark as their attendant, 
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start out on the first great missionary journey, to be used of God in opening the 
door of faith to the Gentiles.  Their first stop was on the Island of Cyprus where 
they came in contact with a Jew named Bar-jesus, who was with the deputy of the 
country, Sergius Paulus, a Gentile.  The latter is referred to as being a prudent 
man and seemed to be a seeker after truth, for he called for the servants of the 
Lord desiring to hear the Word of God.  The Jew, however, sought to turn away 
the deputy from the faith and to keep him from hearing the Word of truth, proving 
that though his name was Bar-jesus, son of Jehovah the Saviour, he was really a 
child of the devil.  Paul (name is here changed) for the first time exercises the sign 
of an apostle by pronouncing judgment on this Jew.  He said, “And now, behold, 
the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a 
season.  And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went 
about seeking some to lead him by the hand” (Acts 13:11).  This blinding of Bar-
jesus at the outset of Paul’s ministry is typical of the blindness that has been 
pronounced on the Jewish nation.  In neither case is the blindness permanent.  
Bar-jesus was blinded, not seeing the sun for a season, while the nation has been 
blinded, not seeing the Son for a season.  The season is this present church age, 
for Paul wrote that Israel’s blindness is only until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in.  Then they will look upon the Son of God, seeing Him as the sun of 
Righteousness arising on the world horizon to lighten their path and lead them to a 
brighter day. 

 
Bar-jesus did not want the Word of God himself nor did he want the Gentile to 

hear it and to be saved.  God had raised up that nation for this very purpose; in 
order that through them the Gentiles might be saved, but sadly it turned out 
otherwise.  Israel had over and over turned their back on the Word of God, and 
now would be trying to keep the Gentiles from hearing it.  The Apostle Paul wrote 
concerning them, “Who both killed the Lord jesus, and their own prophets, and 
have persecuted us; and they please not God, and are contrary to all men; 
forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles, that they might be saved, to fill up their sins 
always; for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost” (I Thessalonians 2:15-
16). 

 
Thankfully, the deputy did get saved, for we read, “Then the deputy, when he 

saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord” (Acts 
13:12).  Notice, he was not so much astonished at the judgment pronounced on 
the Jew, but he was astonished at the doctrine of the Lord.  Every one of us ought 
to be truly amazed and astonished at the doctrine of the Lord; the truth that poor, 
lost, helpless, undeserving sinners can be saved by the grace of God apart 
altogether from human effort; that we can have the righteousness of God by faith 
alone in the Lord Jesus Christ, who bare our sins in His own body on the tree and 
put them away by the sacrifice of Himself.  All that the God of grace has done on 
behold of fallen man is cause for astonishment.  We bow our heads in worship and 
call upon all that is within us to bless His holy name.  
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LESSON 9 – WORKSHEET 
 

1. After the flood, of what great sin was mankind guilty, Rom. 1:21-23? 
 
2. Read Gen. 11:1,9 and complete this sentence:  Up to this time the whole earth 

was of one …………, and of one …………, but God came down in judgment at 
………… and did there ………… their language and from thence did ………… 
them abroad.  This marked the division of mankind into ………… 

 
Note: In Gen. 11:4 was a human unity which was contrary to the will and word 
of God, resulting in Divine judgment.  In Acts 2:1 was a human unity which 
was in accord with the will of God, resulting in Divine blessing.  In Genesis 
they could not understand one another’s speech; in Acts they could 
understand perfectly.  In Gen. 11:9 there is a “scattering abroad” but in Eph. 
1:10 there is a “gathering-together.” This gathering together will be in 
………… 

  
3. When God gave up the nations, whom did He call, Gen. 12:1?    What did 

God promise to make of this man’s seed, 12:2?  Who was to be blessed 
through him and his seed, 12:3?  

 
4. What was committed to the Jewish nation, Rom. 3:2?  
 
5. By whom did God bear a testimony to Israel throughout their history, Jer. 

7:25? 
 
6. What was their response to this testimony, II Chron. 36:15, 16? 
 
7. Read the parable in Matt. 21:33-39 and answer these questions: Who were 

the husbandmen? Who were the servants?  Who was the son?  What did they 
do to him?   

 
8. In the parable of Luke 13:6-9 was the fig tree cut down immediately after the 

three years, or was it given another year?   When was this year of opportunity 
for Israel?  

 
 
9. In Acts 7:52 Stephen charged Israel had P………… and S………… the 

prophets, and were the B………… and M………… of Christ.   A third sin was 
that they were R………… the Holy Ghost, 7:51. 

 
10. What did Bar-Jesus attempt to do in Acts 13:8?  What resulted?  Was this to 

be permanent? 
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11. In addition to killing their own prophets and the Lord Jesus, Paul said the 
Jews were committing another crime, I Thess. 2:16.  What was it?  What has 
resulted?  Is this to be permanent?  

 
12. Israel was tested under the Covenant, what did they do with that covenant, 

Jer. 31:32?  
 
13. Israel was tested under the Christ, what did they do with Him, John 1:11, 

5:38, 40? 
 
14. Israel was tested under the Convictor, what was their response, Acts 7:51, 

13:45, 18:6?  
 
 

LESSON 10 
 

Israel’s Future 
 

When the Lord Jesus was here as a minister of the circumcision, sent only to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel, He often warned them of what would be the 
result of their perverseness and unbelief.  One such occasion is narrated in 
Matthew 8:5-13 when a Roman centurion came to Him on behalf of his servant 
who was ill.  This Gentile showed such faith as to Jesus’ person and power that 
the Lord was filled with wonder.  We read:  “When Jesus heard it, he marveled, 
and said unto them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great 
faith, no, not in Israel.  And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east 
and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom 
of heaven.” The Gentiles mentioned here are not any Gentiles saved in the 
present dispensation of grace who become members of the Body of Christ, for 
their hope is not to sit down in the kingdom with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  
When the gospel of the kingdom is again preached, as by the 144,000 in the 
tribulation, a great multitude of Gentiles will be saved out of all nations, and these 
will indeed come from the east and the west and will sit down with Israel in the 
kingdom.  Having mentioned these Gentiles the Lord continued to speak and 
foretold the judgment that was to be visited on the favored nation when He said, 
“But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness; there shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  

 
Cast out into darkness is the spiritual condition of Israel today.  Is this to be 

permanent?  Some would say yes, in spite of the fact there are scores of Scripture 
passages which state clearly and plainly the regathering and restoration of Israel 
to a future far more glorious than anything ever enjoyed in their past.  The 
blindness, and the darkness, is only for a season and the cry will soon go out, 
“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee” 
(Isaiah 60:1).  In Romans 11;1 the question is asked:  “Hath God cast away his 
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people?” and the answer is given, “God forbid.” These two words ought to settle it.  
True, the once favored nation is now the forsaken nation.  True, Israel is now Lo-
ammi, not acknowledged by God as being His people.  True, they are scattered 
among all the nations of the world, and the few who have a toe-hold in Palestine 
are surrounded by their enemies, while they talk about peace when there is no 
peace.  But all this is to end.  Israel’s banishment and fall began with the ushering 
in of the dispensation of grace.  When this dispensation is concluded with the 
Church raptured home to glory, God will begin again to deal with Israel.  “And it 
shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second 
time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left” … “And in that day 
thou shalt say, O Lord, I will praise thee; though thou wast angry with me, thine 
anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me” (Isaiah 11:11 and 12:1). 

 
In the contest with Pharaoh, when God was to bring His people out of the 

house of bondage, He said, “That ye may know how that the Lord doth put a 
difference between the Egyptians and Israel” (Exodus 11:7) and all during Israel’s 
history in the Old Testament God continued to put a difference between them and 
the other nations.  If Gentiles desired the knowledge and blessing of God they had 
to come to Israel and become proselytes, or Jews by religion.  That difference was 
still there in the New Testament when Jesus of Nazareth was here in Israel’s 
midst.  There was certainly a difference when a Greek woman came pleading for 
her demon-possessed daughter and Jesus told her, “It is not meet to take the 
children’s bread, and to cast it unto the dogs” (Mark 7:27).  There was surely a 
difference when He told the Samaritan woman, “Ye worship ye know not what; we 
know what we worship; for salvation is of the Jews” (John 4:22), and there was still 
a difference when He sent forth the twelve apostles and instructed them, “Go not 
into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not; but 
go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 10:5-6).   This was all 
changed, though, when God raised up the Apostle Paul and brought in the 
dispensation of grace.  For many years there had been a difference between Jew 
and Gentile, but no longer.  Paul wrote:  “For there is no difference between the 
Jew and the Greek; for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.  
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 
10:12-13).  That grand word “whosoever” takes everybody in, and any person 
regardless of place or race, realizing their sin and their need, has only to call upon 
the name of the Lord and He will hear and answer and meet their need.  

 
During the past centuries Israel has been in disfavor with God.  Soon, 

however, God will have completed His purpose in the present dispensation, the 
Church will have been raptured home to glory, and God will begin working toward 
the restoration of Israel to its former place of ascendancy.  Before the nation 
assumes this role there must be a period of preparation.  In the passage in Ezekiel 
22:17-22 God charges the nation with having become dross and declares it will be 
put in the fire and melted down.  A like passage in Zechariah 13:9 reads:  “And I 
will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, 
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and will try them as gold is tried; they shall call on my name, and I will hear them; I 
will say, It is my people; and they shall say, The Lord is my God.”  Israel will be put 
in the fire during the time of their trouble, the Great Tribulation; the rebels will be 
purged, and out of it shall come an elect, select, and purified remnant who will 
govern the nations in the kingdom.  

 
A preacher once told of getting off a train at a station in Maryland and his 

curiosity was aroused when he saw them taking a large basket of birds from the 
express car.  He went over and observed the express agent and his helper making 
a record of the time; then they opened the basket and released about fifty pigeons.  
The birds rose into the air, circled round and round, and then, as if by common 
consent, started in a straight line for home.  The agent said they came from a point 
in New Jersey exactly one hundred miles away and it would take three or four 
hours to get there.  Israel is a nation of homing pigeons.  They have been 
scattered for years but the day is coming when the world will be amazed to see 
them heading for home and they will have to acknowledge this is the hand of God.  
God has promised such a homecoming.  He said, “Behold, I will gather them out of 
all countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in 
great wrath; and I will bring them again into this place, and I will cause them to 
dwell safely” (Jeremiah 32:37); and again, “For I will take you from among the 
heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your land.  
Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean; from all your 
filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.  A new heart also will I give 
you, and a new spirit will I put within you” (Ezekiel 36:24-26). 

 
The nation will be born again, born of water and of the Spirit.  God’s Word 

cannot fail.  Viewing Israel today all must acknowledge that the scattering of the 
nation was actual and literal, and most certainly their regathering will be just as 
actual and literal. 

 
The prophet Ezekiel had a vision which graphically pictures the present 

condition of the Jewish nation and then also their future.  In the opening verses of 
the 37th chapter of his prophecy we read:  “The hand of the Lord was upon me, 
and carried me out in the spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of the 
valley which was full of bones, and caused me to pass by them round about; and 
behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry.” Get 
the picture:  a valley full of old, dried-up bones. This is certainly descriptive of 
Israel today, a nation devoid of spiritual life and their national hopes dried up.  But 
something happened to those bones in Ezekiel’s vision, and that which happened 
portrays that which will happen in the future to Israel.  In verses 7-10, as the 
prophet watched, the bones came together, sinews and flesh came up upon them, 
and skin covered them.  Then breath, or the spirit of life, came into them and there 
was a resurrection; they lived, and became an exceeding great army.  What a 
picture of Israel’s future.  Israel is now dead and lifeless insofar as God is 
concerned but there will be a resurrection, life from the dead, and in the hand of 
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God they will be an exceeding great army to bring all nations to the feet of King 
Jesus.  Many other passages could be quoted which speak of the restoration and 
blessed future of Abraham’s seed, the nation Israel.  A most beautiful passage is 
Isaiah 62:1-4, which reads:  “For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and for 
Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, unto the righteousness thereof go forth as 
brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.  And the Gentiles 
shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory; and thou shalt be called by a 
new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name.  Thou shalt also be a crown of 
glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.   Thou 
shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed 
Desolate; but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah; for the Lord 
delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married.” 

 
God’s purpose for the nation Israel was, and is, that they should be blessed 

and then in turn become a channel of blessing to all the world.  This was inheritent 
in the covenant God made with Abraham concerning him and his seed.  Peter 
referred to this in his message in Acts 3:25-26, “Yes are the children of the 
prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto 
Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.  Unto you 
first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away 
every one of you from his iniquities.” Israel was to be the channel through which 
the blessing would flow out to others, but the channel is blocked because of 
Israel’s sin and unbelief.  The day is coming, though, when the channel will be 
cleared, when Israel will again be blessed of God and the means through which 
the other nations will be blessed.  Meanwhile God has opened a new channel 
through which His blessings flow out to all mankind; that channel is His own Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  The blessings we enjoy today as members of the Church, 
the Body of Christ, do not come to us on the basis of any covenant.  The 
covenants belong to Israel (Romans 9:4) and we are aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise.   Our 
blessings come freely from God’s throne of grace and they come from the One 
who is Head of the Church, His Body, even our Lord Jesus Christ.  We have been 
“blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ” and we stand 
before God complete, accepted, and perfect in HIM. 

 
One purpose of these lessons has been to show it is of the utmost importance 

to rightly divide the Word of truth.  The various portions of Scripture are like the 
pieces of a jigsaw puzzle and it is only when we get each piece in its proper place 
in relation to the others that we see the beautiful picture; God’s perfect plan of the 
ages and where we fit into the picture.  The following quotation is from the book, 
How to Study the Bible, written by Dr. I. M. Haldeman.  He was a great man of 
God, a devoted servant of Christ, and for nearly fifty years pastor of a great soul-
winning church in New York City.  He wrote:  
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“No matter what may be the equipment of the Christian, no matter what 
intellectual, moral, or spiritual endowment he may have, unless he understands 
dispensational truth he will never fully lay hold of Bible doctrine; while many of 
the wondrous testimonies of the Word will be unto him but as the tangled 
threads in endless labyrinth.” 

 
Our attention has been called to the fact that Israel had a commission but 

failed to obey it and the result was disastrous for them.  What about our 
commission as members of the Church of this dispensation of grace?  We have 
been commissioned as ambassadors for Christ, sent to a world lost in sin with a 
message from the court of heaven.  We are not to settle down at ease as if this 
world was our home.  We are here as pilgrims and strangers and we are to deliver 
the message.  We are to preach the Word, not just to members of the household 
of faith, for our main message is to the worldlings around us.  We are to go to 
them with the gospel of Christ, warning them to flee from the wrath to come, 
pointing them to the Saviour who died to save them from their sins.  We are to be 
instant in season, out of season, beseeching men to be reconciled to God.  This is 
our commission.  One may give much time to community service or to civic affairs, 
which may be good, but if that one has not been making the gospel known to 
others they have not obeyed their commission. 

 
We close with another quote from Dr. Haldeman in which he refers to the 

Apostle Paul, of whom he writes:  “In dealing with the world’s evil he relied wholly 
on the gospel.  He did not stand on the public corners and arraign the municipal 
corruption of Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, or Rome.  He did not take the field for 
clearer and more popular government.  He neither acted the part of a secret 
detective nor a political partisan.  He saw the whole world given over to sin.  He 
saw vice in its most tempting form; he saw it in statues, sculptured in marble, and 
painted on canvas.  He knew that virtue was the exception and vice the rule.  
Lasciviousness and wantonness touched him on every side, yet he never thought 
of lifting a crusade against them.  Whether it was corruption in office, the 
squandering of the people’s money, or the shameless, open sin in temples of 
Venus, he did one thing, and one thing only; he preached the Gospel of Christ, 
declared that it was the power of God unto salvation, and by it ploughed the 
furrows of truth so deep that the temples of sin fell into them, were buried, and 
forgotten.”  Would that all of us, like Paul, would be found faithfully preaching the 
Gospel of Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit and beseeching men to be 
reconciled to God. 
 

LESSON 10 – WORKSHEET 
 

1. What was to happen to the children of the kingdom, Matt. 8:12?    What has 
happened to Israel according to Rom. 11:25?  
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2. What is the answer to the question: “Hath God cast away His people?” Rom. 
11:1?  

 
3. What is the present condition of Israel, the once favored people, Ezek. 36:19? 
 
4. What was the name Hosea was told to give his son, Hos. 1:9?  What did this 

name mean?  This name was symbolic of Israel.  What did God say 
concerning them?   

 
5. Was there a difference between Jew and Gentile when Christ was on earth 

and said, “Let the children first be filled,” Mark 7:27?  Is there any difference 
between Jew and Gentile today, Rom. 10:12?  Does the Jew enjoy any place 
of priority or special privilege in this age of grace? What was broken down, 
Eph. 2:14?  

 
6. What has God promised to do concerning Israel, Jer. 32: 37; Ezek. 36:24?  
 
7. Read Jer. 31: 10 and answer these two questions: Was the scattering of Israel 

among the nations actual and literal?  Will the gathering of Israel from among 
the nations be actual and literal?  

 
8. What will God be doing to Israel in the Great Tribulation, Ezek. 22:17-22; 

Zech. 13:9? 
 
9. What did Ezekiel see in his vision, Ezek. 37:1,2?  How does this describe 

Israel’s present condition, vs. 11?  
 
10. What happened to the dry bones, Ezek. 37:7-10?  How does this picture 

Israel’s future, vs. 12-14?    
 
11. Read Isa. 62:4 and fill in the blanks:  Israel today is termed ………… and her 

land …………, but the day is coming when Israel will be called …………, and 
her land …………, for then the Lord will ………… in her, and her land shall be 
………… 

 
12. Under the terms of the covenant God made with Abraham, who was to be 

blessed through his seed, Acts 3:25?  When will this be accomplished?   
 
13. Through whom are we blessed as members of the Body, Eph. 1:3; 3:6?  
 
14. Mark these statements true (T) or false (F):  
 

[  ] Israel has no future and will not stand again as a nation enjoying God’s 
favor. 
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[  ] The Church, or Body of Christ, is spiritual Israel.  
 

[ ] All the Old Testament promises of future blessing should be spiritualized 
and applied to the Church.  



The Lord 
Has Spoken 

ADAM 
to 

MOSES 

MOSES 
to 

CHRIST 

BETHLEHEM 
to 

CALVARY 

PENTECOST 
to 

ISRAEL’S FALL 

PAUL 
to 

RAPTURE 

RAPTURE 
to 

COMING 

1000 
YEARS 

 
Lessons 1-2 

 
The Lord Jesus 

Christ 

Christ the 
same 
yesterday, 
today and 
forever. (Heb. 
13:8) 

Christ in the 
form of God. 
(Phil. 2:6) 
The Eternal 
word (John 1:1) 

Christ a minister of 
the circumcision 
(Rom. 15:8) 
The Word made 
flesh. (John 1:14) 

Christ as the Son 
of Man standing at 
the right hand of 
God. (Acts 7:55) 

Christ as the 
Head of the 
body and seated 
in the 
heavenlies. 
(Eph. 1:22-23) 

Christ revealed 
from heaven in 
flaming fire 
taking 
vengeance. (2 
Thes. 1:7-8) 

Christ on 
David’s throne 
reigning over 
Israel and the 
nations. (Luke 
1:32-33) 

God’s creation 
testifying to 
His power and 
Godhead so 
man without 
excuse. (Rom. 
1:20) 

God speaking to 
Israel by the 
prophets. (Heb. 
1:1) 

Christ in midst of 
Israel. (Matt. 
15:24) 
 
Speaking words of 
the Father who 
sent Him.  (John 
12:49) 

Holy Spirit 
speaking through 
the Twelve. (Acts 
2) 
 
To none but Jews 
only. (Acts 11:19) 

Christ speaking 
through Paul (I 
Cor. 14:37), the 
apostle of the 
Gentiles (Rom. 
11:13) 

The two 
witnesses. (Rev. 
11:3-12) 
 
The 144,000 
sealed Israelites 
(Rev. 7:4-8) 

Israel reborn 
and a witness 
to the ends of 
the earth. (Isa. 
60:1-3, 11, 12, 
Zech. 8:23) 

 
Lessons 3-6 

 
God’s 

Messengers and 
their Message 

Enoch and 
Noah warning 
of the 
judgment to 
come. (Jude 
14-15, Heb. 
11:7) 
 
Promises to 
Abraham. 
(Gen. 12:1-3) 

Prophets 
testifying the 
sufferings and 
glory of Christ. (I 
Peter 1:11) 

Repent for the 
kingdom of heaven 
is at hand. (Matt. 
4:17) 

Repent and God 
will send Jesus 
back to bring in 
times of restitution 
of all things. (Acts 
3:19-21) 

The gospel of 
the grace of 
God. (Acts 
20:24) 
 
The 
unsearchable 
riches of Christ. 
(Eph. 3:8) 

The gospel of 
the kingdom 
preached in all 
the world for a 
witness to all 
nations (Matt. 
24:14) 

The 
everlasting 
gospel. (Rev. 
14:6) 
 
The earth full 
of the 
knowledge of 
the Lord. (Isa. 
11:9) 

 
Lesson 7 

 
The Kingdom 

 
The King 
eternal, 

invisible, the 
only wise 

God. 

 
The Kingdom 

Promised 

 
The  

Kingdom Preached 

 
The  

Kingdom 
Proffered 

 
The 

Kingdom 
Postponed 

 
The 

Kingdom 
Prepared 

 
The 

Kingdom 
Procured 

Lawlessness. 

 
Lesson 8 

 
The Law 

When there is 
no law. (Rom. 
5:13) 

The law entered. 
(Rom. 5:20) 
 
The law was 
Israel’s 
schoolmaster 
until Christ. (Gal. 
3:24) 

God’s Son made 
under the law. 
(Gal. 4:4) 
 
Christ did not 
come to destroy 
the law. (Matt. 
5:17) 

Believing Jews all 
zealous of the law. 
(Acts 21:20) 
 
The temple still 
standing. 

Not under law 
but under grace.  
(Rom. 6:14) 
 
Handwriting of 
ordinances 
blotted out. (Col. 
2:14) 

 
The lawless one 
revealed (2 
Thess. 2:7-8) 

The law written 
in their hearts. 
(Jer. 31:33) 

The nations 
tested and set 
aside. 

 
Lessons 9-10 

 
The Nation 

Israel 

Abraham 
called and 
Israel chosen. 

Israel rejects the 
testimony of the 
FATHER 
through the 
prophets. 

Israel rejects the 
testimony of the 
SON. 

Israel rejects the 
testimony of the 
HOLY SPIRIT 
through the 
Twelve. 

Israel rejected 
by God and 
blinded, until the 
fullness of the 
Gentiles be 
come in. 

Israel regathered 
and restored and 
made ready for 
the second 
advent of 
Messiah. 

Israel the head 
of all nations, 
and a channel 
of blessing to 
the world. 
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